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HANSARD'S 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

In  the  Second  Session  of  the  F  ourteent 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Ore  a 
Britain  and  Ireland,  appointed  to  meet  11  Novi 

BER^    1841,    AND    FROM    THENCE    CONTINUED   TILL    3    FeBRUAR 

in  THE   Fifth   Year  of 

HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


SECOND  VOLUME  OF  THE  SESSION. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 

Friday,  March  4,  1 842. 


MtaoTM.]     BiUA.    PiiMk.— 1**    Mmnii«e*  (Ireknd). 

Pannoiis  PnmunnmD.  By  th«  MaiqucH  of  Hcadfbrt, 
flEom  SMtaiM»  and  oChor  plaen  in  th«  North  of  Ireland, 
to  Lifyiae  eertain  Marrii^ga  by  DbMoten. — By  a  noble 
Lotd,  fttm  Mlllen  of  Anni^,  afiinei  the  Importatioo 
of  Floor  and  Oarmeal  into  Irdand.— By  a  noble  Lord, 
from  MUlHB  of  TodmordaD,  and  Hebden-bridfe,  to  Bn- 
courm*  the  Importation  of  Grain  In  Preference  to  that 
of  Flour*— By  the  Earl  of  Clarendoa,  from  Earlstown, 
and  Aitraath,  fior  the  Repeal  of  the  Conv-lawt.— By  a 
■Ohio  Lord,  fkom  Wattoo,  againat  any  ftnther  Grant  to 
Maynooth*— From  EUoo,  for  the  BeUer  Obienrance  of 
Hm  Sabbath. 

INVASION  OF  SPAIN.]  The  Earl  of 
Clarendon  wished  to  take  that  opportu- 
nity of  putting  a  question  to  the  noble  Earl 
the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  on  a  sub- 
ject of  coDsicfemble  public  interest ;  namely, 
with  respect  to  the  preparations  now  being 
carried  on  in  France  for  a  new  invasion  of 
the  Spanish  territory.  These  preparations 
had  been  so  extensively  made,  and  had 
been  carried  on  with  such  publicity,  that 
they  had  excited  the  greatest  attention  in 
the  minds  of  the  public*  and  they  no  doubt 
had  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the  Gro- 
Temment  He  knew  full  well  the  diffi- 
VOULXI.    {JSC} 


culty  and  delicacy  of  inter  on  i 

part  of  her  Majesty's  Go'      ii      ic ;  I 
had   no  doubt  that  o      nunica  i 

taken  place  between  tne  noble  i         i 
the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  rn 
on  the  subject  of  those  preparations* 
had  no  doubt,  also^  that  the  noble  Earl  I 
received  assurances  on   the  part  of 
French    government  that   they   h; 
affonled  anv  encouragement  to  tl 
tempts,  and  that  with  such  assu 
noble  Earl  probably  meant  to  rest  sat 
but  he  knew  also  that  in  the  preparau 
which  Spain  on  her  side  was  roakii 
resist  foreign  aggression — for  such  it  k 
was — it  would  be  a  great  satisfaction  \ 
encouragement  to  the  people  of  that  a 
try,  to  learn  that  the  real  inter     i  of  $ 
are  not  viewed  with   indiff       ce 
That  they  will  not  now  as  on 
sions  be  treated  as  party  q  i 

that  her  Majesty's  Goveri         ,  arc  < 
mined  to  uphold  the  present  governi 
of  Spain  as  the  best  possible  under 
present  circumstances  of  the  country,  j 
that  the  complete  independence  of  S( 
was  a  matter  of  deep  interest  and  im{ 
tance  to  England.     This  was  the  rea 
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why  he  wished  to  ask  the  noble  Earl,  as 
to  the  commuDicatioiis  which  had  passed 
OD  this  subject  between  himself  and  the 
French  gorernment.  If  any  such  com- 
munications had  passed,  they  could  not  be 
very  satisAurtory,  (Imt  it  was  well  known  that 
an  agent  of  the  prime  minister  of  France, 
Marsha]  Soult,  had  some  weeks  ago  been 
s?nt  to  Bourges,  to  Don  Carlos,  and  he 
had  seen  it  stated  in  the  papers  of  that 
morning,  that  he  was  there  now.  It  had 
also  been  openly  stated,  that  an  army  for 
the  ioTasion  of  Spain  was,  at  the  present 
time,  being  recruited  and  organised  in  the 
south  of  Prance,  and  that  it  was  jpUoeil 
under  the  orders  of  Christino  and  Carltst 
officers.  It  was  notorious  that  auch  officers 
had  been  allowed  to  leare  the  towns  in 
which  they  had  been  appointed  to  reside, 
in  the  interior  of  France,  and  that  many 
of  them  bad  passed  through  Lyons  on  their 
way  to  the  southern  prorinces  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Spain.  It  was  also  well  known, 
that  certain  civil  functionaries  who  had 
been  engaged  in  the  insurrection  in  last 
Septemlwr,  had  been  allowed  to  take  up 
their  residence  in  Bayonne,  baring  large 
sums  of  money  in  their  possession,  which 
they  openly  alleged  they  intended  to  ex. 
pend  in  paying  Spanish  soldiers  who  would 
desert  from  their  allegiance.  Most  of  these 
persons  dedared  that  they  acted,  not  only 
with  the  cogniaance,  but  with  the  direct 
approval  of  the  French  fforemment;  to 
this,  however,  be  attached  no  importance, 
for  the  parties  who  made  such  declarations, 
did  so  probably  with  the  view  only  of 
justifyingtbeirpmoeedings  and  of  obtaining 
funnort.  He  believed  ano,  that  whatever 
night  be  the  PoHcy  of  the  Frendi  govern- 
flsent,  it  was  mr  too  prudent  to  place  any 
proofii  of  its  ooonivanoe  in  the  hands  of 
such  parties.  Re  felt  bound,  however, 
to  declare  that  nothing  of  what  be  had 
been  alluding  to  ooald  have  taken  place, 
if  the  Frsoch  govemonent  IumI  chosen 
to  interfere  with  tlie  view  of  preventing 
it  He  said  this  with  per4ct  oonfi. 
denoe,  wliea  be  recollected  that,  with  tlie 
system  of  paaspsrts  existing  in  France,  no 
persons  coald  move  from  spot  to  spot  in 
tlie  way  thiss  Spanish  sgents  had  done,  if 
means  bad  been  taken  to  stop  tliem.  Again, 
it  sboald  also  be  rccoiiccted  that  Sieae 
Spantsb  leftigees  were  vnder  the  sur- 
vetlfauMC  el  tM  French  police,  and  every 
body  knew  bow  caslTy  the  French  go- 
vtmaaent  coald  have  interfered  with  this 
state  of  things  if  it  chose.  This  was 
obvfotts    from    what    occurred    iu    1839, 


when  it  became  the  policy  of  the  Frendi 

government,  which  was  then  presided  over 
y  M.  Thiers,  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the 
conquering  party  in  Spain,  and  put  a  stop 
to  the  carriage  across  the  Pyrenees  of 
ammunition  and  other  muniments  of  war, 
which  it  had  allowed  for  the  ^re  preceding 
years,  and  which  was  the  main  cause  for 
the  keeping  up  the  war  for  the  long  period 
which  it  lasted.  If,  then,  the  trench 
government  could  with  such  iadliiy  pre- 
vent the  passage  of  troopa  and  ammunitiou 
across  such  a  long  line  of  mountainous 
frontier,  full  of  passes,  how  much  more 
essily  could  it  prevent  the  free  passage  of 
these  persons  from  the  interior  of  France 
to  the  southern  frontier.  If,  tlierefbre, 
the  French  government  did  not  encourage 
this  state  of  things,  it  did  not  appear  to 
look  with  disfavour  or  dissatisfaction  on 
the  projected  invaaion  of  Spain,  and  yet 
the  principles  which  France  laid  down  and 
was  prepared  to  act  upon  in  an  analogous 
case  were  sufficiently  notorious,  for  it  would 
be  in  the  reoollectioo  of  noble  Ix>rds  that 
France  marched  an  army  to  the  borders  of 
Switxerland,  and  threatened  to  invade  it, 
because  that  country  refused  to  eject  from 
its  territories  Louis  Napoleon,  after  his 
mad  attempt  to  invade  France,  and  ahe 
insisted  thst  Switaerland  should  refuse 
an  asylum  to  that  individual.  There  waa 
nothing  more  mad  or  iniquitous  in  the 
plot  of  Louis  Napoleon,  than  there  waa 
in  this  attempt  now  meditated  against 
the  tranquility  of  Spain,  for  there  was  no 
grsat  principle  of  government  invdvcd  in 
the  Bsatter ;  there  waa  no  question  aa  to  Don 
Carlos,  for  bis  prospects  had  lone  since  been 
completely  exttnguisbed ;  and  there  waa  no 
qiicatioii  aa  to  Qiisen  Christina,  fur  ahe  had 
vdnntarily  abdicated  her  regmcy,  nolwiili- 
standing  the  remonstrances  of  General 
Espartero  and  the  ministry  whoos  oatha  of 
•Aos  she  bad  inst  reodved,  and  she  bad 
since  dissvowed  all  connection  with  the  re- 
volution of  last  September,  or  th«  proceed* 
inffs  of  the  general  who  occupied  Pampeluna 
in  her  name.  The  present  conspiracy  bad  no 
other  object  in  view  than  revolution  and 
disorder,  and  it  was  not  for  him  to  say 
how  far  this  might  be  intended  as  a  means 
to  pave  the  way  f^  intervention  in  the 
aifairs  of  Spain.  There,  however,  were 
points  f»hic»  deverved  the  st-rious  atten- 
tion of  every  one  who  wished  well  to  that 
country.  He  rejdced  in  the  conviction 
that  no  foreign  intervention  in  Spain  could 
be  of  thr  least  arnil  if  opposed  to  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  nor  could  anything 
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wm  deprire  S|>ani«rd8  of  a  eoo8tttotion«l 
coferDtii«Dt.  Spain  had  etperieDoed  the 
benefits  of  that  form  of  go?ernineDt,  and 
was  determined  to  adhere  to  it.  It  was 
chiefly  from  the  circumstance  that  the 
present  Regent  of  Sfiain,  who  was  well 
■notrn  and  esteemed  in  his  own  country 
as  tt  braTe  soldier  and  an  upriffht  and 
honest  man,  was  determined  to  o|Hio]d  the 
institutions  of  his  country,  that  lie  was 
indebted  for  his  great  power  and  popularity. 
Since  that  distinguished  man  occupied  his 
present  po9t,  Spain  had  made  prodigious 

Krogreis  in  the  establishment  of  order,  and 
e  was  perfectly  conrinced,  that  if  she 
could  but  enjoy  a  few  years  of  peace  and 
Iranquillity,    or  rather    be    would    say, 
freedom  Atrni  foreign  intrigue,  she  would 
consolidate  her  indepemlence  and  regain 
that  place  among  the  nations  of  Burope, 
which  it  is  so  much  for  the  interests  of 
this   country  that    she    should    occupy. 
In  conclusion,   he  trusted  that  be  need 
not  apologise  to  the  noble  Earl,  or  io  the 
House,  fm  ha?ing  introduced  this  matter 
respe<fting  a  country  in  the  affairs  of  which 
It  was  only  natural  that  he  should  feel  a 
deep  Ititerest     He  then  merely  wished  to 
ask  the  noMe  Lord  whether  he  was  aware 
oi  the  preparations  which  were  noir  mak- 
ing in  France,  whether  any  oommunica- 
llobs  bad  passed  with  tlie  French  fforemt- 
ment  upon  the  subject,  and  whether,  in 
the  efSftt  of  no  insmrectioo  taking  pboe. 
It  was  the  intention  of  Oorernment  to 
tend  any  ships  oC-war  to  the  portaof  Spaib, 
fvr  the  protection  of  British  interests  and 
to  cooperate  with  the  Spanish  authoirities. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  was  not  surprised, 
that  the  noble  Earl  should  take  a  deep  in* 
tettst  in  the  state  and  prospects  of  Spain, 
and  dioold  be  anxious  to  express  his  sym- 
pathies with  that  country  in  which  he  had 
so  long  represented  her  Majesty.    He  most 
obfect,  howeTer,  to  one  obserration  of  the 
noble  Earl,  for    he  contended,   that  the 
question  of  independence  had  nerer  been  a 
party  question  m  that  House,  for  he  be- 
be?ed  if  there  was  one  subject  more  than 
another  on  which  men  of  all  parties  and 
all  classes  in  this  country  were  united,  it 
was  in  a  desire  and  in  the  conviction  of 
the  necessity  of  nndntainiiig  the  indepen- 
dence of  Spain— the  real  independence  of 
Spain r— 'the    peace,    the    happiness,    and 
prosperity    of   Spain.      He  apprehended, 
that  this  had  ever  been  the  policy  of  this 
country.     It  was  the  policy  which  led  to 
the  glorious  triumphs  in  the  Peninsula  of 
kts  noble  Friend   near  him«-it  was  the 


same  policy  whidi  dictated  the  quadru|4e 
treaty,  and  the  measures  growing  out  of 
it,  to  the  noble  Lords  opposite.     It  was 
also  the  same  policy  which  influenced  her 
Majesty's  present  Government.     He  was 
prepared  to  admit,  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, that  this  was  the  principle  of 
their  policy,  and  that  this  would  be  their 
principle,   whether  Spain  were  under    a 
king,  a  regent,  or  the  cortes.     He  was  also 
ready  to  admit,  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  for  the  last  year  particu- 
larly, deserved  the  support  of  her  Majesty's 
Ministers;  for  it  had  done  more  for  the 
improvement  of  the  country  and  for  the 
advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  tliat 
nation    than   any  preceding    government 
since  the  death  of  Ferdinand   7th.     He 
was  aware  of  the  plot  which  was  now  in 
progress — a  plot  which  seemed  from  its 
very  nature  to  assist  in  its  frustration  more 
than  any  one  that  he  had  ever  been  aware 
off  for  all  the  proceedings  of  the  conspira- 
tors were  known  to  the  Spanish  govern* 
ment,  and  they  were  perfectly  prepared  to 
resist  the  invasion  with  every  prospect  of 
success*     No    doubt,    there    were    many 
Spaniards  on   the   French  frontiers  who 
were  engaged  in  this  attempt  to  produce 
revolution  in  Spain.     Representations  had 
been  made  to  the  French  government  on 
the  subject  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Earl, 
and  her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  received 
from    the  French  government  the  moat 
positive    assurances    that   every   measure 
would  be  taken,  and  every  attempt  would 
be  made,  to  check  and  frustrate  this  move- 
ment by  the  removal  from  the  frontier  of 
all  persons  who  were  pointed  out  to  be 
suspicious,  and  by  the  greatest  care  being 
taken  in  the  delivery  of  passports  to  sus- 
pected persons.     It  was  l^uite  true^  that 
hitherto    they  had    only   obtained    these 
assurances,   but  ho  bad  every  reason  to 
place  dependence  on  them.    They  would, 
however,  continue  to  watch  the  progress  of 
events,  and  if  it  was  in  the  power  of  her 
Majesty's  Government  to  assist  the  Spanish 
government,  dther  as  regarded  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  French  frontieri  or  on  the 
coast,  or  in  any  other  manner  that  could 
be  pointed  out,  the  noble  Earl  might  rely 
upon  it,  that  her  Majesty's  Government 
would  do  everything  to  assist  the  present 
Spanish     government    in     resisting    any 
attacks  that  might  be  made  on  it.     He 
thought,   that    the  apprehensions   of  the 
noble  Earl  with  respect  to  another  part  of 
the  subject  were  errontous.     He  did  not 
believe,    that    any   union    between   Don 
B2 
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Carlos  and  the  Queen  Dowager  of  Spain 
wai  likelf  to  take  place.  He  knew,  that 
no  such  union  hud  hitherto  taken  place 
between  the  Carlints  and  Christinos,  for  he 
knew  that  the  Prince  he  had  just  named 
had  strenuously  resisted  any  such  prnposi- 
tions.  Indeed,  it  was  only  that  day  that 
he  had  received  despatchei  in  which  he 
was  informed,  that  several  of  the  most  in- 
fluential persons  in  the  Basque  provinces 
denied  that  they  ever  intended  to  take  any 
part  in  such  a  union.  It  had  been  stated, 
that  Cabrera  had  been  sent  by  Don  Carlos 
to  Paris,  but  it  turned  out  that  he  had  not 
been  in  that  capital— that  Don  Carlos  had 
refused  him  leave  to  visit  that  place,  and 
that  officer  had  also  publicly  disowned 
having  any  connection  with  the  conspiracy, 
litis,  then,  was  decisive  in  his  mind. 
Although,  then,  these  parties  might  make 
an  attempt  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Spain, 
he  did  not  believe,  that  it  would  be  of  that 
formidable  character  which  had  been  sup- 
posed. This  being  the  case,  and  as  the  Spa- 
nish government  were  prepared  to  meet  the 
plot,  and  as  they  were  fully  aware  of  the 
feeling  that  existed  in  the  country,  he 
thousht,  that  thev  could  safely  resist  any 
attacL  of  the  kind  alluded  to.  As  to  the 
question  put  to  him  by  the  noble  Earl, 
whether  it  were  the  intention  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  send  out  ships  of 
war  to  the  ports  of  Spain,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  interests  of  her  Majesty's 
subjects  in  that  country,  he  would  say, 
that  no  doubt  that  and  every  other  means 
which  their  duty  pointed  out  would  be 
resorted  to,  not  only  for  affording  due  pro- 
tection to  British  subjects  in  Spain,  but 
also  in  assisting  and  supporting  the  SpanUh 
government  itself.  In  aiding  Spain — us  an 
old  ally,  and  as  a  country  in  whose  pros- 
perity we  were  deeply  interested  —  her 
Miijcsty's  (iovernment  would  be  dispovnl 
to  use  every  means  which  could  be  fairly 
asked  of  thum. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Sir  RoRFRTKEN^rBDY.]  Lord  Brougham 
beggeil  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  their 
Lnnlships,  and  more  particularly  of  his  noble 
Friends  opptisite*  the  Members  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Cfiivrrnment,  to  a  subject  which  he 
considered  of  so  much  importance,  that  if 
be  should  not  find  the  attention  of  Go- 
vernment iiarticularly  directed  to  it,  he 
should  fi-4>l  it  hiA  duty  to  bring  it  furmally 
liofiire  the  House  in  a  «erv  few  t\.\\H.  He 
ftfit  very  srn>ni;lv  the  courM?  which  the 
C row II  had  Ikimi  advise«l  to  t4Le  ^  he  felt  ii 


as  a  friend  to  justice  and  he  mutt  \m 
mitted  to  add,  as  a  friend  to  tlie 
ardiical  constitution  of  thia  ooalltr1^    By 
the  sixth  section  of  the  2nd  of  the  Qdmb, 
it  was  provided,  that  certain  portions  «f  Ik* 
public  funds  should  be  at  the  diaponi  ef 
the  Crown,  for  the  reward  of  menteieoa 
public  services,  asset  forth  in  the  pnenUe 
to  that  act.    Those  who  had  read  tlie  MOit 
able  despatches  and  letters  of  hb  noMe 
Friend,  the  gallant  Duke  oppoiita.  and 
there  was  as  much  in  that  inviluable  coL 
lection  to  inform  the  statesman  as  the  aoUier, 
would  find  in  many  of  them  moat  hoBOur- 
able  mention  made  of  the  late  Sir  BlAcrt 
Kennedy,  a  man  than  whom,  for  ftMtj 
and  purity  of  character,  in  additioii  to  ki 
long   and  efficient  public  terrioeiy  mm 
stood  higher,  if,  indeed,  anv  in  thewBM 
branch  stood  as  high.    That  lamented  ma. 
tleman  had  long  l^n  at  the  head  or  Ike 
Commissariat  Department  in  the  PSoBba- 
sula,  and  his  great  services,  and  atrict  !•• 
tegrity  in  the  discharge  of  hisdatieo«  wore 
further  illustrated  by  the  hct  that  ho  dU 
poor.    Dying,  then,  in  that  poferty,  oo 
nonourable  to  him,  a  poverty  &r  aovo 
illustrious  in   the   iudgment  of  idkoU 
ing  minds,  than  wealth  which  was  dawll^ 
only  to  the  eyes,  it  would  be  eerily  !»»• 
gined  that    his  family  upon  whoBi    Uo 
honour  was  reflected,  were  also  poor.    But 
he    (Lord    Broughsim)    waa   enabled   to 
gather  from  a  return   which    had  hoes 
made  to  the  other  House  of  PltfliameD|» 
that  those  two   ladies  had  obtaiMd  oat 
of  the  fund,  set  apart  to  reward  those 
who  had  meritoriously  served  their  ooiui* 
try,  the  sum  of  50/.  a-year  each.    This, 
he   presumed,   was  the   measure  of  the 
estimate  in   which  the  eminent   aerrioeo 
of  their  father  was  held.     He  wouU  not 
say  a   word  of   the   list  of  penaioM   bj 
which  this  pittance  of  IQOl.  a-year  b^ 
tween  thcMe  two  ladies  waa  surroundodp 
and  by  which  the  limited  sura  waa  ex* 
hausted,  if  he  got  an  assurance  fromhianoblo 
Friends  opposite  that  the  attention  of  the 
Government  would  be  im mediately  directod 
to  the  subject.     If  he  did  not  get  that  aa. 
sii ranee,  he  now  gave  notice  that  he  woaU 
bring  the  matter  more  fully  to  the  notice  of 
tlicir  Lordshiiw  in  a  few  days.     Uewould, 
however,  now  read  the  entry  in  the  re- 
turn  to  which   he  had  alluded —eettiag 
forth  tlie  grounds  on  which  the  penaioB  m 
50/.  a-year  each  had  been  set  apiirt  to 

"  Kli7Jib«th  Deveretix  Kennedy,  and  Anne 
Maria  Kt;niiedy,  daughters  of  Sir  Robert 
Kennedy,   Ui«f  Conimiatary-gencral,  in 
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liderttigii  of  his  loDJ  and  arduoui  service  of 
thirtjr-etabt  jrora,  in  Tinoui  parlii  of  the  con- 
tinent of  EoTope,  during  which  he  «m  ihip- 
wrecked  and  lakeo  priiotier ;  aod  the  uniform 
■Kuracy  wiih  which  the  imineDie  amounl  ol 
money  pusiog  through  hii  bind*  wm  ac- 
counted for." 

This  return  was  made  unonMt  a  tiat  of 
pcDsions  between  the  20th  of  June,  1840, 
and  June,  1841.  He  \rould  not  offer 
further  comment  on  the  subject  at  pre- 
■eat 

The  Duke  of  WelUngtan  said,  hebened 
to  offer  to  hia  noble  and  learned  Fiiena  tiis 


ia  own  Inowledge  of  the  fact,  that  there 
TU  no  individual  irhom  he  had  known, 
whooe  services  deserred  better  of  his  coun- 
try, than  the  late  Sir  Robert  Kennedy.  His 
■erricea  were  performed  through  a  long 
period  of  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  he  moat  accurately  accounted  for  the 
immenae  auma  which  had  pasaed  through 
hia  hands — a  aum  which  he  wns  almost 
afrsid  to  name,  but  it  wan  not  less  than 
54,000,000/.  or  55,000.000/.,  and  lii.  ac- 
counta  had  passed  to  the  most  perfect  satis- 
faction of  the  audit-office,  and  of  the  Trea- 
sury. He  felt  ashamed,  and  deeply  re- 
gretted, thai  be  had  not  adverted  to  this 
subject ;  but  he  assured  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  that  be  should  give  his  im- 
mediate sttention  to  it,  with  the  view  of 
seeing  whether  aomething  could  not  be 
done  for  tho«e  ladies  more  worthy  uf  the 
country,  and  of  the  services  which  their 
late  respected  hther  had  rendered  to  it. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  that  this  assurance 
on  the  part  ofthe  noble  Duke  waa  perfectly 
satisfactory,  and  would  save  him  the  neces- 
sity of  amin  adverting  to  it. 

The  Duke  of  fVelUngUm  regretted, 
that  the  noble  and  learned  Lrad  had 
not  made  him  acquainted  with  the  (act 
sooner. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  that  it  waa  only 
a  few  minutes  before  he  entered  the  House 
in  the  morning,  that  be  had  seen  the  re- 
turn in  qDestioo. 

Sulgect  dropped. 

FoROKxr  or  ExcHEQUEa  Bills.) 
Lord  MonteagU  rose  in  consequence  of  the 
notice  which  ne  had  given  ;  and  he  trusted 
that  the  proposition  which  he  was  about 
to  make  would  not  be  prejudiced  in  any 
respect  by  the  delay  which  had  occurred 
—a  delay  of  which  be  did  not  complain, 
but  which  the  aoUe  Duke  (Duke  of  Wcl- , 


linglon)  wontd  do  him  the  juatice  (o 
admit  was  one  for  which  he  was  not 
responsible ;  for  at  the  very  earliest  period 
of  the  Session,  consistent  with  the  forma 
of  the  House,  namely,  on  the  second  day 
I  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  in  accord- 
'  ance  with  a  coram  unication  he  had  made 
totheOovernment,  in  the  previous  month 
of  November,  he  gave  notice  that  it  was 
his  desire  to  bring  this  subject  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  ^is  molioD 
had  been,  from  time  to  lime,  and  from 
various  circumstances,  postponed  by  the 
desire  of  the  noble  Duke,  and  undoubtedly 
on  the  last  occasion,  the  nifcht  previous, 
when  it  had  been  again  put  off*,  in  order  to 
permit  the  discussion  elsewhere  upon  the 
same  subject,  he  had  not  the  least  notion 
what  the  proposition  was,  which  was  about 
lobe  madeby  the  Government,  nor  did  he 
know  what  it  would  be  until  he  learnt  it,  in 
cnainion  with  the  whole  public,  from  the 
ordinary  channels  of  information.  Had 
he  known  before-hand  the  nature  of  that 
proposition,  be  should  then  have  hesitated 
with  respect  to  the  further  postponement  of 
his  motion.  He  only  prefaced  the  observa- 
tions which  he  had  to  make  by  these 
remarks,  for  the  purpose  of  appealing  to 
their  Lordships  and  to  the  noble  Duke,  not 
to  allow  the  proposition  which  he  was 
about  to  bring  forward  to  be  prejudiced 
in  any  degree  by  that  debate,  but  to  consi- 
der the  question  as  if  he  now  stood  in  tb« 
very  seme  position  as  that  in  which  be 
would  have  been  placed,  had  he  been  per* 
mitted  to  address  the  House  upon  the  day 
for  which  he  had  originally  given  him 
notice.  In  undertaking  to  bring  thia 
question  before  their  Lordships,  be  desired 
to  separate  it  altogether  from  the  case  of 
those  parlies  who  were  the  unfortunate 
holders  of  the  forged  Exchequer  bills. 
With  their  case  he  did  not  wish  that  the 
present  proposition  should  be  mixed  up;  as 
their  Lordships  knew  that  their  case  was 
to  be  inquired  into  in  another  manner,  ac- 
cording  to  the  provisions  of  a  bill  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  he  did  not  seek  bj  his  aigu- 
ment  to  prejudge  or  in  anj  way  to  af^ct 
their  claims,  whatever  they  might  be. 
The  proposition  which  he  felt  it  hia 
duty  to  submit  to  their  Lordships  was  for 
an  inquiry,  with  a  view  to  other  circum- 
stances. Their  Lordships  were  aware  that 
the  office  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
hold  was  one  of  a  very  peculiar  nature- 
it  was  an  office  of  great  and  serious  re* 
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ftpoiisibility — a  responsibility  of  which  the 
public   at  the  present  moment  had  lost 
sight.     He  was  not  surprised  that  when 
a  casualty   happened  or  the  description 
which  had  recentiv  occurred,  or  a  crime 
had  been  committed,  for  so  ii  might  more 
properly  be  called,  the  public  attention 
should    be    direct^l   to  those    functions 
of  his  office  which  were  connected  with 
the  Exchequer*bill  department.     But  the 
duty  of  malf  ing  out  and  issuing  Eichequer- 
bills  was  by  oo  means  the  principal,  and 
still  less  was  it  the  only  duty  which  the 
Comptroller-geoeral  was  called  upon  to 
perform.     Entrusted  to  him  were   func- 
tions much  mora  serious  and   important 
in   their  constituted  character;    because 
in  him  was  infested  the  absolute  power 
and  discretion,  and  responsibility,  of  judg- 
ing of  the  legality  of  ell  monev  payments 
out  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  public  ser? ice, 
as  well  as  of  the  legalityof  the  receipts  which 
came  into  the  &u:bequer.     He  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  discharge  of  those  functions 
altogether  independently  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day;  his  office  was  conse- 
quently granted  during  good   behaviour, 
and  only  subject  to  removal  by  the  Oowii, 
in  esse  of  abuse,  in  pursuance  of  an  Ad- 
dress agreed   upon   by   both    Houses   of 
Parliament.     He  was  therefore  most  pe- 
culiarly an  officer  responsible  to  Parlia- 
cnt ;  and  it  was  essential  that  this  should 
be  understood  to  be  not  a  barren  and 
nominal  responsibility,  but  that  it  should 
be  frit    to    be  a    responsibility  actusllv 
enforced  whenever  any  causes  should  call 
for  inquiry,  or  should  excite  the  suspicion  of 
either  House  of  Parliament.  He  had  pressed 
this  |>art  of  the  subject  upon  their  I«ord* 
shi|)s'  attention,  for  the  purpose  of  showing, 
that  in   inviting;  the  House  to  the  consi- 
deration of  this  question,    he  was   not 
bringing    under    their   consideration   the 
conduct  of  an  officer  responsible  to  the 
Crown  only,  and  removable  at  her  Ma- 
jesty's  will    and   pleasure,    but   be    was 
asking  tlicm  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  a  public  officer,  who  was 
i'xcluftively   responsible  to  Parliament*  if 
guilty  ol  any  neglect  or  oversight,  or  of 
auy  act  which  was  in   itself  censurable. 
The   proposition  which  he  saw,   by  the 
votes  ol  the  other  House  of  Parliamcot, 
had  been  last  night  carried,  was  that  a 
parliamentary  commisaioo  shoold  be  ap« 
pointed  to  enquire  as   to  the  iMoe,   re- 
ceipt, circulation,  and  poaaeseioe  of  certain 
forged  Eicbeqtter«billa.    Tht  propv  Uom 


to  di^cus8   the  subjects  involved    in  the 
inquiry  by  this  commission  would  be  un- 
doubtfdly  when  the  bill,  by  which  the 
views  of  the  House  of  Commons  were  to 
be  carried    into  effect,    was  introduced 
into  their  Lordships'  House ;  but  he  could 
not  even  allude  to  it  in  passing,  without 
staling  that  he  thought  that  the  course 
taken   by  tlie  Government  was  not  only 
the  best  and  most  expedient,   but  that 
it  was  the  only  course  of  which  the  nature 
of  a   most  difficult  case  admitted.     The 
Government  was  not  only  perfectly  justi- 
fied in  adopting  it,  but  he  thought  that  it 
was  the  course  which  was  the  best  cal- 
culated to  sift  to  the  bottom  the  justice 
of  iho»e  claims  made  upon  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  holders  or  the  repudiateid 
bills,  and  to  show  how  far  they  ought  to 
be  admitted  or  refused.     But  he  doubted 
very  much, — and  it  was  to  this  point  that 
he  wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
noble   Duke, — he  doubted   whether  this 
commission,  wise  and  just  as  it  was,  would 
attain  the  object  which  he  confessed  be 
had  most  in  view  by  the  present  motion. 
If  it  were  only  a  commission  to  examine 
into  the  cases  of  the  owners  and  holders 
of  forged  Exchc(|uer-bills,  and  to  decide 
what,   in  each  of  these  cases,  it  might 
behove  the  Government  to  recommend, 
and  Parliament  to  carry  into  effect,  it  was 
an  admirable  course  to  take.     It  was  ap- 
propriate and  complete  in   respect  to  the 
special  matter  of  inquirv;  but  what  be 
asked  their  l.ordships  to  clo,  was  to  inaoire 
not  into  the  claims  of  the  holders  of  theae 
forged  bills,  but  to  consider  the  question 
which  he  had  put  on  the  Notice  Paper  of 
the  House,  to  decide  the  iuue  which  be 
had   pledged   him  elf  to  bring  to  trial, 
and  which  he  had  endeavoured  to  bripg 
before  their  Lordships,  long  before   the 
motion  of  the  previous   night  had  been 
•ji^eed   to   in   the   House  of  Commoiii« 
That  issue  was,  not  whether  they  would 
pay  these  Exchequer -bills,   but  whether 
there  was  any  neglect — any  nisfeasanee, 
attributable  to  himself  or  to  the  admiois* 
I  rat  ion  of  the  office  of  which  be  was  the 
heaii :  that  was  the  question  he  asked  of 
their  Lordships,  and  he  asked  it  in  the 
name  of   that  responsibility   which  waa 
created  in  him  by  statute,  and  which,  as  a 

fublic  officer,  he  was  entitled  to  invoke, 
le  wished,  therefore,  to  stau,  that  if  hia 
nlject  could  be  attained  in  a  manner  oaore 
convenient,  but  equally  certain,  with  that 
which  he  proposed  {  if  be  could  eecore  e 
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strict  inquiry  into  the  conduct  ofhis  office ; 
if  the  question  whether  the   frauds  and 
forgeries  which  had  taken  place  were  in 
any  respect  attributable  to  the   neglect 
or  misfeasance  of  those  at  the  head  of 
the   Comptroller    GeneraPs    department, 
that  office  could  be   better  determined 
(han  by  a  Committee  of  their  Lordships — 
if  the   noble  Duke  told  him  that  it  was 
more  expedient  and  convenient  that  the 
inquiry  should   take  place,  in  any   way 
rather   than   in   the   way  which   he  pro- 
posedy  he  should  be  ready  to  leave  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  noble  Duke,  prepared  to 
await  the  event.     He  would  now  proceed 
to   present  to  their  Lordships,  as  shortly 
as  he  could,  the  view  which  he  took  of 
this  case.     He  feared  that  in  defending 
himself  at  all  he  might  expose  himself  to 
the  imputation,  of  needlessly  putting  him- 
self on  his  trial ;  but  he  cared  nothing  fur 
that.    Though  be  had  found  none  among 
their  Lordships,  who,  with  the  facts  before 
them  in  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners, 
had  brought  forward  any  charge  of  neglect 
against  him,   there   yet  had   been   busy 
tongues  and  busy  pens  elsewhere,  to  which 
he  snould  n6t  reply  in  that  House  in  which 
he  had  the  honour  of  a  seat,  but  whose 
statements  and   insinuations  rendered  it 
necessary  to  the  public  interest  that  this 
question  should  be  discussed  and  disposed 
of.     Millions  of  money,  in  the  shape  of 
the  public  securities  of  the  country,  passed 
through  his  hands;  public  confidence  in 
those  securities  depended  upon  the  confi- 
dence which  was  lelt  ip  the  correct  per- 
formance of  those  duties  which  regulated 
the  issuing  of  those  securities,  and  unless 
it  were  generally  and  fully  believed  that 
there  had  been  no  relaxation  on  his  pait 
of  the  ancient  rules  of  the  Exchequer, 
unless  it  were  believed  that  the  bills  issued 
from  his  office  were  carefullv  signed  and 
regularly  issued  to  the  public,  the  value 
of  those  securities  might  be  endangered, 
and   the  greatest  inconvenience    felt  by 
the  commercial  world.     He  took  it  upon 
himself  to  assert,  and  to  invite  any  contra- 
diction, that  there  had  been  no  change 
whatever— no  relaxation  in   any  one  of 
the  rules  which  had  been  laid  down  for  the 
management  of  the  office  of  Comptroller- 
general,  whether  those  rules  depended  on 
ueage,  statute,  or  Treasury  minute.     He 
had  heard  much  of  the  supposed  care- 
lessness with  which  the  stationery  of  the 
office  and   the  forms  of  Exchequer- bills 
wtre  kept.    Nothing,  perhaps,  could  be 


easier,   when    any   particular  fraud  was 
discovered,  than  by  giving  attention  to  that 
fraud,  to  devise  a  very  excellent  remedy 
against   its  recurrence.      But  he  took  it 
upon  himself  to  say,  that  in  this  instance 
there  had  been  no  deviation  from  the  course 
which  had  been  always  invariably  adopted 
with  respect  to  these  articles  of  public 
property.      Confidence  had  been  always 
placed  in  the  senior  clerk  of  the  Corop* 
troller-general's  office,  and  full  powers  were 
confided  to  him  for  the  custody  of  those 
materials  out  of  which  the   public  seca- 
rities  were  manufactured.     Undoubtedly, 
as  the  commissioners  stated,  it  was  unfor* 
tunate  that  a  remedy  was  not  found  for 
the  evil  which  exhibited  itself  in  this  case 
-in  sufficient  time  to  prevent  its  occurrence. 
But   he  could   not    help   thinking,  that 
whatever  care  might  have  been  taken,  it 
was  still  possible  where  the  principal  officer 
failed  iu  integrity,  that  these  frauds  might 
have  been  still  committed.     He  begged 
the  attention  of  their  Lordships  to  this 
supposed  relaxation  of  the  rule,  or  care- 
lessness as  it  was  more  indulgently  called ; 
if  there  had  been  such  a  relaxation,  some 
degree  of  culpable  carelessness  must  be 
presumed  to  be  implied.    This  relaxation, 
must,  of  course,  be  taken  to  mean  a  re- 
laxation  of  rules  which  existed  antece- 
dently, and  it  must  be  taken  as  a  relaxa- 
tion alleged  to  be  of  recent  date.    This  is 
wholly  untrue.     There  was  not  one  of 
the  rules  of  practice  in   the   Exchequer 
which  had  not  been  repeatedly  the  subject 
of  Parliamentary  notice,  of  reports  made 
to  the  Treasury,  and  to  officers  of  the 
very  highest  distinction,  there  was  not  one 
of  these  rules  so  complained  of  which  was 
not  of  a  date  anterior  to  the  last  century, 
lie  hoped  that  their  Lordships  bad  taken 
the  trouble  to  refer  to  this  point,  as  stated 
in  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners :  he 
might  say,  that  the  same  degree  of  confi- 
dence reposed  in  the  senior  clerk  of  the 
Exchequer-bill  office  from  1696  down  to 
the    Administration    of   Lord  Grenville. 
The  whole  subject  was  brought  under  the 
inquiry  of   the   commission   of  accounts 
which  originated  in  Mr.  Burke's  celebrated 
speech  upon  Economical  Reform.     It  was 
again  brought  before  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee in  1797.  It  was  once  more  brought 
before  Lord  Granville  Somerset's  commis- 
sion in  1829,  and  before  that  which  was 
presided  over  by  his  noble  Friend,  whom 
he  did  not  now  see  present  (Lord  Congle- 
ton),  then  Sir  H.  Parnell,  It  was  brought 
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before  the  Treasury  upon  seferal  otlier 
occisiuiis,  and  the  reiiult  of  Ihe  whole 
was  the  system  which  was  given  to  the 
Comptroller-general  to  administer.  Upon 
the  construction  of  the  office  of  Comp- 
troller-general in  1834,  the  Legislature 
had  before  it  all  the  information  upon  the 
subject;  but  no  alteration  was  made  or 
recommended  in  the  practice  of  the  de- 
partment. Both  Houses  bad  before  them 
all  the  circumstances  under  which  Exche- 

3uer-bills  were  issued ;  they  knew  the 
egree  of  confidence  placed  in  the  senior 
clerk  of  the  office.  The  Treasury,  pro- 
ceeding to  carry  into  effect  the  act  which 
had  then  passed, directed  the  Comptroller- 
general  to  adhere  to  the  practice  of  his 
department,  and  to  report  further  on  the 
subiect  to  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of 
twelve  months.  That  report  was  made,  and 
was  favourable  to  the  continuance  of 
the  usages  of  the  office;  that  report 
apccifically  stated  the  trust  and  confidence 
placed  in  the  chief  clerk.  The  Trea- 
sury acquiesced  in  the  suggestion  then 
made  in  favour  of  which  the  continuance 
of  the  existing  system.  He  roust  say,  even 
after  late  events,  that  he  did  not  think 
that  the  Treasury  was  to  blame  for  this 
judgment ;  because  they  had  before  them 
an  unbroken  chain  of  evidence  demonstrat- 
ing the  success  of  the  existing  system,  in  a 
practice  of  140  years,  during  which  there 
had  been  no  mistake,  no  fraud,  no  inac- 
caracv  of  any  kind,  he  did  not  think, 
therefore,  that  the  Treasury  were  bound, 
to  vary  a  practice  which  had  been  so  long 
succeuful.  He  must  call  the  attention  of 
their  Lordshtpe  to  the  establishment  of 
the  office  of  Comptroller- general,  and  to 
the  steps  taken  suoseqaentTy  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  act  by  which  that  office  was 
constituted.  It  might,  perhsps,  be  said, 
that  if  all  that  was  required,  was  to  carry 
on  the  businew  of  an  old  office,  the 
Treasury  might  be  considered  right  in 
adhering  to  the  old  rules  of  practice ;  but 
that  where  a  new  office  was  established, 
with  new  officers  to  perform  new  duties, 
such  inexpsrieoced  persons  could  not  safely 
be  trusted,  but  that  new  and  more  strin- 
gent regulations  ought  to  have  been  deter- 
mined on  and  enforced.  But  no  new 
officers  were  so  appointed.  In  making  a 
selection  of  tbe  persons  who  were  to  act  in 
this  departonent,  the  Goveroroent  selected 
the  clerks,  not  from  persons  without  expe- 
rience, but  from  tbe  ancient  officers  of  the 
%pcieot  Exdieqocr-office,  and  solelj  oo 


reference  to  their  acknowledged  services, 
Mr.  Arthur  Eden,  who  had  been  appointed 
Assistant-comptroller  of  the  Exchequer, 
at  the  time  of  his  nomination  to  that  ofiice 
had  been  thirty  jears  in  the  public  ser- 
vice; and  he  might  say,  from  his  own 
experience,  that  a  more  cautious,  a  more 
anxious,  or  a  more  experienced  or  able 
public  servant  could  not  be  found.  All 
the  clerks  were  selected  from  their  age 
and  services ;  with  one  single  exceptioo  ; 
in  the  case  of  a  young  man,  chosen  in 
deference  to  the  recommendation  of  Lord 
Camden,  a  nobleman  who,  from  tbe  splen- 
did pecuniary  sacrifices  which  he  had  made 
on  behalf  of  his  country,  might  well  be 
deemed  by  the  first  lord  of  the  Treasury, 
to  be  entitled  to  introduce  a  gentleman  to 
such  a  situation.  In  respect  to  Mr.  Beau- 
mont Smith,  he  had  been  for  many  years 
at  the  head  of  this  very  department,  be 
had  first  been  appointed,  and  afterwards 
had  been  entrusted  hj  Lord  Orenville  with 
the  same  duties,  which  he  performed  to 
the  time  of  his  detection.  He  was  a  man 
of  a  high,  honourable,  and  dbtinguisbed 
family,  a  nephew  of  the  late  gallant  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,  and  a  relation,  he  believed, 
of  Lady  Grenville.  At  the  time  of  his  se- 
lection in  1834,  he  had  been  twenty-five 
years  in  the  public  service— he  continued 
in  the  discharge  of  the  same  duties  whicb 
he  had  before  performed — those  duties  re- 
mained unaltered,  and  no  greater  trust 
was  reposed  in  him  in  18^,  than  had 
always  been  confided  to  him  and  his  pre- 
decessors. He  might  be  allowed  to  say,  in 
passing,  that  the  change  in  the  law,  with 
respect  to  the  Exchequer,  wal  productive 
of  very  great  benefit  to  the  country,  and 
secured  great  simplicity  of  arrangement. 
It  was  contemplated  by  the  Government 
of  the  noble  Duke,  and  had  been  carried 
into  effect  by  that  Government,  of  which 
he  had  had  the  honour  to  be  a  Member. 
Undoubtedly  he  should  hardly  have  felt 
very  much  surprise,  had  a  change  so  great 
as  that  which  was  effected  in  1834  pro* 
duced  some  degree  of  irregularity,  or  nad 
some  want  of  precision  ansen  on  its  first 
application  to  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  designed.  Tbe  effect  of  the  change 
was  to  substitute  one  single  office  in 
which  there  were  twenty-three  persons 
engsged,  including  the  very  messengers 
and  watchmen  maintained,  at  an  expense 
of  8000/.  per  annum,  for  six  offices,  con- 
sisting of  eighty-one  persons  maintained, 
at  an  expense  of  4^^600/. ;  thus  effecting 
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a  sa? ing  of  upwards  of  30,000/.  per  an- 
num.    But  no  irregularities  took  place, 
with  the  exception  of  the  frauds  of  Smith, 
and   the  whole  course  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  duties  of  the  reduced  office 
had  been  as  regular  under  the  new  system 
as  under  that  more  expensive  administra- 
tion   which  had  formerly  existed.      He 
would  now  advert  to  the  fraud  itself.     He 
had  no  knowledge  at  all,  either  of  the 
fraud  or  of  any  circumstances  of  suspicion 
relating  to    the    department,    until  the 
morning  of  Monday,  the  25th  October. 
Whatever  suspicion  might  have  arisen  in 
other  quarters,  it  had  not  been  communi- 
cated to  him.     On  the  day  which  he  had 
named  be  had  been  early  to  his  office,  but 
^finding  that  there  was  no  business  pressing, 
he  had  quitted  it  intending  to  return  in  a 
few  hours.     In  the  course  of  the  day  he 
received  a  communication  from  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  requesting  his 
immediate  attendancci  and  when,  in  obe- 
dience to  this  call,  he  arrived  in  Downing- 
street,  he  found  that  the  issuing-clerk  was 
in    custody,  charged  with  forgery.    The 
officers  of  the  Government  placed  every 
confidence    in   the   Comptroller-general; 
they  sought  his  assistance ;  they  sked  bis 
opinion,  and   he  hoped  the  noble  Duke 
had  learned  from  his  colleagues  that  his  aid 
was  earnestly  given,  and  that  whatever 
assistance  was  required  at  bis  hands  had 
been  tendered  with  zeal  and  readiness.  In 
such  a  situation, any  party  differences  would 
have  been  unworthy  of  him,  or  of  those  in- 
dividuals with  whom,  as  members  of  the 
Government,  he  was  called  upon  to  act. 
They  had  one  common  public  duty  (o  per- 
form, and  he  believed  that  it  was  discharged 
both  by  him  and   by  those   who  were 
associated    with    him    with    earnestness, 
and   with  a  desire  to  promote  the  public 
interest.    He  mentioned  this,  incidentally, 
because  he  had  seen,  and  he  must  confess 
that  he  had  seen — with  some  astonish- 
ment and  indignation — he   bad  seen  it 
proclaimed  to  the  world,  that    he  was 
called  up   by    the    Government    to    be 
**  roundly  rated** — to  be  cross-questioned 
and  subjected  to  all  manner  of  disrespect, 
from  those  very  gentlemen  who  bad  asked 
for  his  advice  and  counsel,  and  who  bad 
taken  that  advice  and  approved  of  it.  Upon 
the  discovery  of  the  fraud  Mr.  Beaumont 
Smith's  keys  were  Ipaced  in  his  hands, 
and  he  was  desired  to  open  the  places  of 
deposit  which  belonged  to  him,  and  to 
make  an  ioventorj  of  what  ha  fOQnd.    In 


the  execution  of  these  duties,  very  few 
things   had   given  him  more  pain,  than, 
on  opening  the  desk  of  this  unfortunate 
man,  to  find  that  the   very  first  object 
which  presented  itself  to  his  notice  was 
the  sword  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  bequeath- 
ed   by   that    gallant  individual    to  the 
man   who   was  then  in  custody  upon  a 
criminal  charge.    This  sword  was  a  proof 
of  the  trust  and   confidence  which  his 
gallant  relative  placed  in  him,  and  the 
affection  which  he  considered  him  to  merit. 
He  mentioned  this,  not  merely  as  a  cir- 
cumstance calculated   to    produce  sym- 
pathy  and  commiseration,   but  as  show- 
ing  how  highly   the    character  of  thia 
unfortunate   prisoner    was  estimated   by 
his  deceased  relative,  it  was  not   then 
surprising,  and  did   not  argue  any  care« 
leuness  on  the  part  of  those  in  office, 
that  their  confidence   was  given  to  this 
man    after    twenty-nine    years'   service, 
without  suspicion  or  reproach    The  next 
step  was  the  examination  of  the  bills. 
The    Government  required  that  all   the 
bills  should  be  examined  by  the  Comp- 
troller -  General.      It    was    a    work    in 
which  the  energies  of  those  gentlemen 
who  were  employed  under  bis  authority 
were  called  for,  and  they  had  exhibited 
the  most  successful  zeal  in  the  discharge 
of  their  difficult  and  responsible  duties. 
It  was  gratifying  to  him  to  think  that 
securities  to  the  amount  of  18,900,000/. 
should  have   passed  through  the  office, 
and  should  have  been  examined,  stamped, 
returned,  or  accounted  for  to  the  owners, 
without  a  delay  of  a  single  day,  or  an 
irregularity  of  any  sort  whatever.    Pend- 
ing the  inquiry,  he  had  been  directed  to 
withhold  from  the  parties  the  forged  and 
fraudulent   bills    produced    before    him. 
The  Government  had  been   much  cen- 
sured for  adopting  this  course,  and  he 
had  had  his  full  share  of  the  abuse.    So 
far  as  it  was  necessary,  he  was  willing 
to  undergo  bis  portion  of  the  responsi- 
bility, b^use  if  ever  there  was  an  act 
called  for  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  it  was  the  retention  of  these  billi. 
This  resolution  was    one  which  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  adopt, 
to    save    the    public    from    the    conse* 
quences  of  these  frauds,  and  to  prevent 
the  holders  of  these  spurious  bills  from 
passing  them  off  as  genuine  documents 
upon  the  more  credulous  part  of  the  com- 
munity.   But,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
bills  were  withheld  firon  their  ownsiSy  not 
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odIj  «u  no  (diieclion  riiMd  at  »aj  limt 
lo  giviug  the  pttiea  tht  um  of  tliem  foi 
Ibe  purfioMi  of  juilicc,  but  an  obligation 
waa  eoteiad  into  by  llie  GovBroineDt  that 
the  billa  ihouU  be  at  all  lioaei  rofthcainiQ| 
for  ibc  purpoaa  of  tmbling  aoy  innocaat 
bulclen  lo  neoru  upon  tbem  ftom  tboae 
penoai  from  vliom  llie  forgeriei  had  been 
tweired,  Ui,  Btauinoot  South,  apau 
bdne  fdvxd  upon  bii  iriil,  pleaded  gnilty, 
andhu  acconplict  lUpallo  waa  adailtad 
Queco'i  fvidaace.     Wiib  iba  conduct  ol 


much  tupenede  the  neccHily  of  bia  nw 
tion,  but  there  were  a  few  point*  left  in 
doubt,  to  which  it  waa  oeceaaary  to  call 
iheir  Loidihipa'  attention.  The  whole 
cue  had  been  luboiiiied  (o  theae  gen> 
tlamen,  and  they  went  into  it  with 
energy,  and  acted  on  the  principlea  of 
juattce  and  iropartiality.  if  they  liad 
eired  on  one  or  two  pointi — in  which 
he  thought  that  he  ahould  be  able  to 
(how  that  they  had  Allien  into  tome  nia- 
take— he  coujd  only  refer  it  lo  a  want 


the  Uial  he  bad  had  nothing  to  do;  but  of  cipericDce,  not  to  a  want  of  care; 
he  bad  no  doubt  that  the  Crown  had  acted  and  in  the  comraaoli  which  he  ahoald 
under  ib«  advice  of  ila  legal  oOiccri.  He  offer  upon  their  rrport,  be  begged  tbcir 
wptetad,  that  with  ihii  put  of  the  caae  Lordahipi  lo  believe  that  he  meant  no 
be  had  no  pouiblc  cooaeclion  :  and  up  diarcapect  to  them,  nor  did  he  at  all 
lo  lb«  very  muniin^  of  the  trial,  Ihougb  ,  ondHvalua  ibe  reault  of  their  laboara. 
lumnjoiwd  aa  a  witneaa,  he  wai  neither  After  going  through  the  whole  of  itie  evi- 
awara  of  the  pcobiibility  of  Mr.  Smith 'a  dcnce  with  reipect  to  hii  office,  and  atat- 
plMding  gwlty,  nor  of  the  fact  that  Ka-  |  ing  ibe  clungaa  which  had  occurred,  iha 
pallo  h^  beta  received  aa  Qucen'i  e*i-  i  commiMionen  aaid, 

dence.    Why  did  be  aay  ihi* ?    Decauaa       „,„    ,       .  .,    , j    ■     .^ 

1.  L— I  i.^_...>.j   —     ._j  .— !      .L..  "*  ha»e  been  unable  10  trice,  during  Ibe 

«  bed  been  aiated,  aom  and  ag^n,  that !    ^  „f  ,^^  ^^  „^  ,,;t,.„  ^^Ji^^^ 

Mr.  BeeuMont  bniib  had  plewled  guilty  fchy"  y„„^  ,h„  .eiwai^D  of  ,»,  prK.inion 
in  COniirquance  of  cooaulutiooa  repeatedly     which   had  been   preTiouily  cnforctd,     -   * 


had    between  bim  (I Ard    Mouteagle),  and    departure  from  any  uieful  pncticc  which  bad 
"■    ~"  "  fbrmcilj  eiiited,  urfft  mjnr  iiulaitm." 

Thit,  then,  waa  the  report  of  the  com* 
mtaaioDen,  and  if  he  ahould  be  able  to 
fhow  their  Lordahip*.  at  he  ttiought  he 
could  do  *o,  that  the  dialinclion  drawn 
Dfilh  reference  lo  theie  five  excepted 
catea  wai  unfounded,  ai  far  a>  he  waa 
conccincd,  he  ahould,  he  thought,  make 

t  his  aaatrlion,  that  there  had  been  no 


Sic  TlKMaaa  Wilde,  who  «aa  MrrKmith'a 
legal  adviaer.  Anything  lo  ^isurd  and 
■0  detogatory  to  the  character  of  Sir  T. 
Wilde,  u  wall  u  lo  bia  own,  could  hardly 
be  ibooght  of:  but  at  the  aama  time, 
iheae  were  uacrliona  which,  however  falae, 
warn  calculated  to  make  tone  inprcaaiou 
in  ibe  public  mind ;  and  be,  therefore,  fell 
bound  lo  auto,  that  with  Sir  T.  Wilde  be 
had  neve,  had  an,  communicai ion  upon    „|„.ti„„  .,  ,„  ^f  ,he  ancient  practice  of 

t    ,  ■T'J'SJ^  t"'     *»".™"'""K°'    ihe  Kachequer.    The  commiaaLu.  ai«> 
the  trul  hi  bad  bad  uo  autpicion  of  the  ^ 

oourM  about  to  be  uken.  Upon  the  close 
of  tbia  uial,  the  Corcmmcni  bad  taken  a 
conne  which  be  tboeght  waa  a  very  wiae 
•ne.  Tbey  undoubtedly  bad  notice  from 
btB  that  be  inteaiied  to  bring  the  caae 
before   Parliaaaanl,  but  on  that   account  ,  *}•'  PuUic. 


icheqiK 

siiid  in  reference  to  the  alleged  defecta  in 
the  internal  arrangements  of  the  office, 
that  the;  had 


they  bad  MM  ralaaed  any  aaeitioni  of  theii 
own  in  lafetawca  lo  tba  <)ueaiion,  but  they 
bad  iaiued  a  oovmiaeioa,  the  report  «f 
which  he  now  bold  in  bia  band.  The 
•clectioa  of  ibe  geallamen  who  formed 
that  comauaaioo  was  cbaracleriaad  by  the 
sane  diacictioa  wbieb  had  been  apparent 
in  the  reaohitioa  to  iasaa  the  cooaiaaion 
ilaelf:  he  did  not  think  that  four  asea 
coald  have  boaa  choaea  who,  foe  ^ir  ia- 
dependoBoa  aad  iatpaitiality,  were  more 
liitiat  for  the  ofico  confenMl  am  tbem. 
lo  alTnainiial  matiera  ha  coaaidcmd  that 


l^  r!ip9a«f  Itol 


■  vary 


I  not  ibcn  vary  Mirprisiog, 
tbougb  il  i*  mach  la  be  rtgrelted,  thai  Ibeia 
defccu  ihouU  not  faive  been  noticed  and  tup- 
plied  at  ihc  re-modelling  of  tba  Eicbe<]uer.  ' 

He  woek)  apply  himself  now  to  the  6ve 
eacepted  caiea  lo  which  he  had  adverted, 
becatue  if  be  was  able  lo  coavince  Ibeir 
Loidafaipe  ibai  there  had  been  no  de> 
panura  from  Bntarior  usage,  and  no  mie- 
■aanagemcnt  in  the  office  of  which  he 
was  the  head  ;  no  blame  and  no  reapon- 
aibilily  could  then  attach  to  him,  aM  the 
object  of  hia  motioa  wodtd  then  be  fully 
answered.  The  Grat  ot  ihcse  fire  eaeei 
iaatatad  U  be. 
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tion  of  tlie  office.     The  third  relaa4Uoa 
compliiDed  of  wu, 

"llw  signing  of  billj  of  the  Hmo  iuue  bjr 
mare  than  one  penoo,  and  ih«  omiMJoti  of  ■ 
Doiification  in  tbe  Coitlte  whea  any  [iBrMD 
-■'--  than  the  piincipal   wai   {--•---■  -'  ■- 


"Tha  abaadonHcnt,  aboot  Die  baginnins  of 
Iha  prawnt  Cfntury,  of  a  Kcond  Gouaterfoil, 
which  mu  dapotited  with  ihe  Bank  of  Eog- 
land. " 

Ha  ahogld  explain  thai  llie  duplicate  of 
an  Exchequer  btU  wai  called  ibe  counter- 
foil; and   that  formeily  two  of  tbeie  bat]  I  sign. 


luthoriaed  to 


b«en  alwaya  retained,  one  for  the  Exche- 
quer-officet  and  the  other  for  the  Bank  ol 
England  ;  but  that  now  oqly  one  of  theie, 
for  the  Escbequer-office,  wat  kept.  Tht 
chang;0  apoken  of  took  place  upwarda  ol 
forty  jrcara  ■«>,  but  it  could  only  havt 
been  dons  uDdei  the  ordera  of  the  Board 
of  the  Treaiury,  and  the  alletation  in 
til*  ajratem  in  ibit  respect  waa  in  no 
4tgt»ff  connected  witii  hia  office,  nor  witit 
the  act  of  1 634,     The  Kcoad  point  wa*, 

"The  neglect  of  comparing  Ibeir  bilU  with 
tbeir  coBDlerfoib  at  iha  Paymatler's  office,  at 
Iht  exchanging,  paying  off,  or  funding  of  the 
bill*." 

No  doubt,  the  precaution  tbut  ntg,' 
lected,  wu  more  neccasary  and  important 
than  the  lut,  qod  undoubtedly  it  had 
bean  neglected  in  the  Paymaster'a  office  ] 
but  Ibat  office  wai  not  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Comptroller- gen  era  I ;  he 
wai  not  reipooaible  for  it,  and  had  now  no 
power  to  iiiue  any  urdert  for  regulating 
ila  adminiitralion.  He  would  paia  over 
to  Ihe  fifth  point,  which  was, 

"The  dntmclion  or  the  counttrfoila,  wilh- 
oDl  tba  authority  or  the  Treasury.  ~ 

Now,  if  thia  ii  to  be  considered  a  neglect 
in  bis  office,  it  baa  dated  from  the  year 
1828,  since  which  lime  the  present  system 
hubeea  constantly  pursued.  But  in  prac- 
tising this,  no  precaution  has  b«en  omitted 
of  any  importance  whatever.  There  may 
have  beep  a  slight  official  irregularity,  but 
no  more.  When  Eicbequer  bitia  are 
paid  off,  the  couolerfoili  are  eeot  back  to 
the  Exchequer,  and  on  the  final  payment 
of  ihn  bilU,  and  Iha  audit  of  the  Pay- 
master's accounts,  these  oounterfoila  are 
directed  to  ba  destroyed  bj  Treasury 
warrant.  The  omiaaion  in  thia  case  had 
be«D  tba  neglect  of  procuring  the  Treasury 
warrant.  Connterfoila  had  been  destroyed 
without  Tieaaury  warrant,  but  the  destruc- 
tion  of  Ihe  coantarfbila  afier  thn  payment 
of  the  bills  and  the  close  of  the  accounu 
could  not  be  the  cause  of  loss  or  incon. 


a  to  the  public.  Tbe  inegularit^, 
howfTCf,  aucb  aa  it  was,  commenced  in 
tbo  year  1828,  long  before  he  wu  Couip- 
ttPWT'fsiwtl,  ua  f Ten  belwt  \b»  formt- 


As  to  tbe  signing  of  the  Eschequer  bil|« 
by  more  than  one  person,  ha  admitted  that 
when  Lord  Orenville  was  Comptruller> 
general  do  one  signed  but  him  atiU  hi* 
attorney.  Sir  John  Newport,  signed  but 
£,000  bills  out  of  340,000  (  more  than 
one  half  of  these  had,  howa*er,  been  of 
the  same  issue  with  those  signed  at  tba 
same  time  by  Mr.  Eden.  In  bis  own 
time  tbe  work  bad  been  anon  equally 
distributed,  and  if  there  had  been  aay 
irtegularity  on  his  (Lord  Hontoaglf's) 
part,  it  consisted  in  his  desire  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  hia  office.  He  had 
undertaken  a  larger  portion  of  labour, 
and  had  signed  a  la^r  portion  of  Mill 
thau  Mr.  Eden  and  Mr.  Perceval  com- 
bined. But  the  commitsioQcrs  seemed  to 
infer  that  this  was  not  consooanl  to  the  ant 
of  Parliament.  In  this  they  ivere  wholly 
mistaken.  He  knew  that  a  case  upon 
this  point  had  been  submitted  to  (he  prin- 
cipal law-officers  of  the  Crown,  aad  a* 
the  noble  Duke  was  aware,  they  bad  givao 
an  opinion  that  ihe  practice  of  the  Ei- 
cbequer had  been  *tr>e>ly  conforaable  to 
the  actofPafliameni.  The  next  pointwaa 
the  notification  in  the  Gazettt.  This  was 
Dotrequired  by  thepfeseni  act;  tberehad 
been  an  alteration  made  in  the  law  as  it 
now  stood,  as  compared  with  the  former 
law.  Lord  Grenville  was  required  to  give 
notice  in  the  Oaxtttt  because  he  signed  by 
hia  deputy  or  bis  attorney,  but  neither  Ur. 
Bden  nor  Mr.  Perceval  was  the  deputy  or 
uttoroey  for  the  comptroller.  They  werw 
botli  appointed  by  the  Treasury,  and, 
therefore,  the  law  did  not  require  iha 
Qotice,  What  was  put  down  u  ine  roorih 
charge  by  the  commissioners,  which  be 
liad  reserred  for  Ihe  last,  was 

"  Tbe  occasional  signature  of  bilU,  without 
ihe  presence  of  ■  derfc,  or  of  tbe  tiguiog-book, 
ulsew bete  Ihao  in  the  oiEce." 

He  confeiied  that  he  might  be  liable  to 
some  censure  on  the  part  of  their  Lord- 
ahips  upon  this  point  For  some  disrespect 
to  them  (but  he  did  not  think  that  he  wu 
censurable  on  any  other  ground.  It  was 
true  that,  whilst  atteodiug  their  Loidabips' 
House  upon  a  Scotch  »ppe«l,  be  wu  (uilty 
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of  the  griefou9  dbretpect  towards  their 
Lordships  whilst  acting  in  their  judicial  ca- 
pacity, of  beliefing  that  his  attendance  was 
merely  formal ;  bis  mind  not  being  very  pro- 
fitably  engaged  by  the  learned  argaroents 
carried  on  at  the  bar,  be  had  been  rain  and 
foolish  enough  to  think  that  bis  lime  in 
the  interval  might  be  turned  to  good  ac- 
count in  transacting  the  public  business. 
He  had,  therefore,  sent  for  the  regular 
messenger  of  the  office,  who  had  brought 
the  unsigned  bills  in  a  boi  carefully  locked 
up.     He  had  signed  those  at  their  Lord- 
ships' Table,  and  had  returned  them  by 
the  same  messenger,  still  locked  in  a  box, 
to  the  Exchequer,  where  they  were  duly 
counted  bv  the  proper  officer,  who  gave  a 
receipt  eittier  that  night,  or  at  latest,  the 
next  morning.  He  might  thus,  he  admitted, 
have  been  guilty  of  some  disrespect  to  their 
Lordships,  out  lie  wss  satisfied  that  he  could 
not  be  considered  to  have  grievouslv  vio- 
lated the  duties  of  his  office.    He  believed 
that  in  two  other  cases  be  had  siened  bills  in 
committees  of  their  Lordships' House,  and 
ooce  also  when  attending  the  committee 
of  the  Privj  Council.    In  12  out  of  the 
137  days,  after  discharging  the  duties  of 
his  office,  because  he  had  never  omitted 
to  attend  at  the  office  on  those  days,  he 
bad  signed  bills  out  of  it    He  was  now 
talking  in  the  presence  of  persons  well 
acquainted  with  official  duties,  and  of  long 
experience,  and  he  would  ask  them  what 
would  have  becoaie  of  the  public  business 
of  the  great  departments  of  the  state, 
if  public  documents   were  never  signed 
except  within  the  four  walls  of  the  public 
offices?      Public  business  could   not  be 
carried  on  for  a  week  if  this  rule  were 
strictly  observed.     He  bad  not  neglected 
to  attend  at  the  public  office  on  any  one 
of  the  twelve  days  referred  to,  but  when 
there  had  been  a  pressure  of  business  he 
bad  devoted  a  portion  of  hb  extra  official 
time  to  his  public  dutiet  elsewhere  than 
in  the  office.    Of  the  five  excepted  cases 
this  was  the  only  one  which  remained 
after  the  explanatbn  he  had  given,  and 
be   did  not  suspect  that  for  this  over 
seal  in   the  public   service  their   Lord- 
ships could  attach  any   blame  to  him. 
An  impression  had  gose  abroad  that  the 
bosiDeas  of  his  department  had  been  care- 
leaslv  conducted,  and  that  there  had  been 
a  relaxatioii  of  the  ancient  practice  ob- 
served there.     It  was  on  this  ground  that 
be  now  asked  tbetr  Lordships  to  institute 
•tt  ioqotiy  ialo  the  coMoct  of  that 


office.  He  might  be  told  that  a  com* 
mission  was  about  to  issue.  If  the 
noble  Duke  might,  perhaps,  tell  him  that 
the  inquiries  before  this  parliamentary 
commission  would  embrace  his  propo- 
sition, and  that  the  commissioners  would, 
as  a  distinct  proposition,  inquire  whether 
there  had  been  any  relaxation  of  the  rules 
of  his  office,  he  would  be  content*  But  a 
mere  collateral  examination  would  not  sa- 
tisfy him.  He  wished  the  public  to  be 
informed  distinctly,  aye  or  no,  whether 
these  charges  were  true  or  false.  Before  he 
sat  down  he  wished  to  correct  a  mistake, 
which  had  crept  into  his  evidence  as  given 
in  the  report  of  the  commission,  and.which 
had  given  pain  to  two  persons  for  whom 
he  entertained  sbcere  regard.  In  the 
74th  page  of  the  report,  where  he  had 
given  an  account  of  certain  changes  he 
had  made,  and  which  were  changes  all 
made  for  the  better,  referring  to  his  pre- 
decessors in  office,  the  following  sentence 
appeared : 

''The  next  chanse  was,  that  when  any 
treatary  authority  of  an  important  character 
it  brought  before  tlie  ComptToUer-|eneffal,  he 
does  not  act  upon  it  without  coosidefing  its 
legality.  It  is  now  initialed  by  him  u  evi« 
deuce  of  this  coottderation." 

The  correction  of  this  was  very  slight* 
but  it  was  material,  because  it  affi^cted  the 
character  of  the  officers  who  preceded  him 
in  the  Exchequer.  The  inference  drawn 
from  these  woras  was,  that  Sir  John  New- 
port and  Mr.  Eden  had  never  conaidered 
the  legality  of  any  order  sent  to  them  from 
the  Treasury,  and,  therefore,  that  their  duty 
in  controlling  the  Treasury  had  been  neg- 
lected ;  and  that  he  had  acted  with  more 
strictness  and  propriety.  One  word  ought 
to  have  been  inserted,  and  the  sentence 
ought  to  have  stood — "  The  next  change 
was,  that '  as '  whenever  any  Treasury  au- 
thority of  an  important  character  b  brought 
before  the  Comptroller-general,  he  doea  not 
act  upon  it  without  first  considering  its 
legality,  it  is  now  initialed  by  him  as  evi- 
dence of  this  consideration.''  He  did  not 
mean  to  say,  that  the  consideration  of  the 
legality  of  a  warrant  had  been  a  practice 
first  introduced  by  him ;  but  the  record  of 
that  conaideration  by  evidence  was  the 
change  referred  to.  He  wished  to  state 
distinctly,  that  in  the  evidence  he  gave, 
nothing  was  more  foreign  to  his  thought 
than  to  attribute  any  neglect  of  duty  to 
the  late  Comptroller-general,  or  to  Mr. 
Eden.    He  now  tnutedi  that  their  Lord* 
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ihifia  would  offer  no  objeclion  to  ihe  ap- 
poiDtmeot  of  the  committee,  uoleat  the 
■ubXaniial  object  ho  aimed  at  could  be 
obtained  b;  eome  other  means.  He 
must  take  the  liberty  of  saving,  that  paio- 
fai  as  it  was  (o  speak  of  himself,  or  to  oc- 
cupy their  Lordships'  attention  with  aoj 
matlen  relating  to  himself,  it  would  not 
have  been  fitting  or  proper,  to  have  omitted 
bringing  this  questioo  forward.  It  was 
essentis!  to  his  own  authority  and  weight 
in  performing  his  functions  hereaner. 
Hdw  could  be  have  been  permitted  to 
stop  a  treasury  warrant  on  the  ground  of 
its  legality,  and  thus  to  exercise  a  control 
over  the  executive  GoTemment  if  he  had 
retted  contented  and  had  remained  silent 
under  the  many  imputations  that  had  been 
cast  upon  him.  He  mast  add,  (hat  nothing 
was  further  from  his  intention  or  wish  to 
be  upon  the  committee  himself;  of  course 
their  Lordships  would  not  acquiesce  in 
such  a  proposal,  even  if  he  had  had  the 
foolishness  and  temerity  to  make  it.  If  he 
proposed  the  appointment  of  a  committee, 
he  wished  the  enquiry  to  be  both  stringent 
and  effectual ;  therefore  he  thought  that 
the  iiominatiou  ought  to  rest  with  the 
noble  Duke,  than  whom  no  one  was  better 
qualified  to  make  the  seleciioQ,  He  wished 
to  redeem  the  pledee  he  had  given  to  the 
government,  that  if  no  one  else  asked  for 
an  inquiry,  he  would;  he  bad  done  it 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  ha  had 
aaked  it  with  all  siacerity,  and  he  also 
asked  it  with  all  earnestness.  He  desired 
to  have  the  question  determined  in  the 
roost  solemn  manner  whether  there  had 
been  any  neglect  in  bis  dischai^e  of  official 
duties,  and  he,  therefore,  mored  that  a 

"Select  Conmitlee  be  sppoialed  lo  inquire 
into  the  tite  forgeriei  of  Escbeqnsr-bilU ;  the 
mode  in  which  ilia  prepsriDg,  making  out, 
■igning,  and  issuing  Eschequer- bills,  are  now 
■od  hare  been  haralofore  coodueted ;  and  to 
report  wbeilier  there  has  been  any  neglect  or 
viotaiion  of  the  eiiablished  utage  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, wbi^  either  produced  or  fscilitated 
forger;  or  other  fraud." 

Lord  Bnmgluim  was  sure  that  their 
Lordship!!  would  think  no  part  of  the  clear, 
candid,  and  satLtfactiiry  statement  of  his 
nohte  Friend  at  all  luperfluoiu  or  liable  to 
exception,  save  the  apology  fur  detaining 
their  Lordxhiiis  upon  the  subject.  Placed 
in  the  poaition  in  which  the  noble  Lord 
was;  espoeed  to  attacks  which,  without 
tliiiikins  lightly  of  their  malignity,  he 
(Lord  Braugliara)  held  tu  le   still    mure 


ridiculous  than  malignant;  standing  in  r 
predicament  and  occupying  a  post  in  which 
the  anxious  attention  of  tne  public  was  ima* 
voidably  directed  towards  him,  he  ooald  not 
do  otherwise  than  take  the  course  irhlch  ba 
had  taken,  at  the  earliest  conTenient  op- 
portunity of  bringing  the  matter  before  the 
House,  and  of  cultng  for  the  moat  teardu 
ing  inquiiT.  His  noble  Friend's  object 
was,  to  call  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee of  that  House,  having  a  power  not 
possessed  by  the  other  House,  of  examining 
all  persons  upon  oath  touctUng  the  whole 
matter  under  investigation.  It  was  alxi  a 
port  of  his  noble  Friend's  plan  not  to  plaoe 
himself  upon  this  committee,  and  not  lo 
•uggest  the  names  of  ita  membert  or 
be  a  party  to  the  suggeation.  His  in- 
tention was  lo  leave  to  the  noble  Duke 
the  suggestion  of  the  oomnuttee.  Nothing 
could  ^  more  cftodid,  and  nothing  laara 
honourable  or  fair  thsn  the  proposal  of 
his  iiobla  Friend,  but  he  might  be  peT> 
mittcd  to  say,  that  the  course  taken  by  the 
Government  was  more  satisfactory  ;  for  it 
was  not  liable  to  the  obiectlua  of  ponuing  in 
that  House  an  investigation  which  might 
possibly  lead  to  charges  of  a  criminal  natura 
against  some  parties,  and  to  prooeedinga 
of  a  dvil  nature  uaiust  othns,  so  that 
their  Lord^ps  rauht  uldmatelj  be  ealled 
upon  to  nt  in  judgment  ,upon  the  quea- 
tioiu  raised.  This,  he  thought,  was  a  suf* 
fident  reason  wh^  the  Houae  should  not 
conduct  the  inquiry,  which  might  be  car* 
lied  on  by  other  persons  invened  by  statute 
with  the  same  powers.  When  he  talked  tit 
criminal  proceedings,  he  did  not  at  all 
contemplate  the  posmUlity  that  tbey  would 
affect  any  party  now  connected  with  the 
office  of  tne  Comptroller-general.  One 
person  coimected  with  that  office  had  been 
found  guilty,  baring  entirely  forfdted 
the  high  character  which  it  appeared  be 
had  formerly  enjoyed.  There  was,  how- 
ever, no  reason  to  apprehend  that  any 
others  in  the  office  were  implicated  in 
his  proceedings,  though  other  parties  in 
other  quarters  of  (bis  great  city  might  he  so 
implicated,  ftoceedings  against  them  wen 
at  all  events  posnble,  and  the  posntnlitr  of 
charges  being  made,  and  the  proceedings 
coming  in  the  end  before  their  Lordsbipa 
as  a  court  of  justice  required  them  to  ab- 
stain from  instituting  the  inquiry  proposed 
by  his  noble  Friend.  His  noble  Friend 
had  referred  to  the  statements  made 
against  him,  which,  if  unrcbutted,  ai^ieared 
extremely  trifling,  light ;  hut  the  sreater 
part   of  the   charges  had  been    fully  ex- 
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plained  hf  hit  noUe  Friend ;  and  the  ex. 
planation  given  had  justified  all  his  noble 
Frietid's  proceedings  except  one  deviation 
from  the  practice  of  the  office,  and  from 
the  course  iirescribed  by   the  law.     His 
noblo  Friend  admitted  that  the  course  of 
regiildrly   signinff  the   Exchequer- bills  in 
the  public  office  had  been  dffmrted  from ; 
Init  on  examination,  this  appciircd  as  slight 
a  deviation  in  |K)int  of  importance  us  could 
well  be  imagined.     His  noble  Fric-nd  bad 
referred  to  the  stotement  that  lie  hail  uprm 
serer.il  occasions  signed  Exclicquer-bilN  in 
otbiT   plarcii   than   in   his  of  Rev :  be   had 
sigiu'il  them  in  that  llfnise,  be  bud  signed 
them  in  u  committee,  anil  be  had  signed 
them  in  the   Frivy  Council.     The  noble 
fjoril  boil  sulci,  however,  either  in  his  evi- 
dencc  or  in  n  letter  laid  tiptm  the  Table  of 
the  other  House,  that  Sir  J.  Newport  hnd 
upon  one  or  two  occasicms  when  ulnent 
from  indisposition,  signal  tlie  bills  at  his 
own  house.     He  had  n  gre:it  anxiety  to 
defend  Sir  John  Newport  fnmi  any  im|nj- 
tation  brought  against  him  even  1^  infer- 
ence, and  be  was  sure  that  hi  a  noble  Friend 
did  not  intend  to  make  any  directly,  but  in 
Hir  John  Newport's  absence  be  felt  a  reluc- 
tance to  leaving  any  one  thing  unexplaim*d 
from  which  an  inference,  luinful  to  that 
excellent  individual  might  he  drawn.     His 
noble  Friend  woul  I  permit  him  to  say,  tliat 
there  was  a  great  difference  between  sign- 
ing those  bills  away  from  the  office  which 
Sir  Jolin  Newport  had  signed,  and  those 
which  his  noMe  Friend  hail  signed.     The 
bills  signed  by  Sir  John   Newport   were 
deficiency   Mils,   and    none    others.     The 
liills   which   the  Comptroller-general  had 
lately  signed  were  suiiply  bills.     The  de- 
ficiency bilN,  he  muse  remind  their  l.ord- 
shipM.  were  Mxi*hef|iier- bills  issued,  inyable 
out  <if  the  gniwing  surplus  of  the  cunsoli- 
datifl  fund,     flic  supply  hi  IN  were  issucil 
payjtile  to  (he  leurcr,  the  deficiency  bilU 
imyalile  only  to  the  (tovcrnor  :ind  Company 
of  the   H.ink  of  Ivigland,  rr  their  order. 
I;et  them  obsenrr  the  iluteriul  difTercncr. 
Thr  ilefu'iciicy   bills  if  they  miscarrii'd  on 
their   way  lirtwct-n   the  plart?  where  they 
wi-re  Mtgncil  and  the  Kxcht(|uer,  on  thrir 
return  fnmi  the  place  of  signal ure,  which  I 
art    made     lhi*m     conipleto    instrument «(, 
would  h:  utterly  and   alwdutrly  UH*Iesi  to 
the  |iert()ii  into  irhime  hands  they  might 
fjll,  bciiiuvr  thev  wen*  onlv  imvaIiIo  to  ihv  ' 
(vovcriior  and   (*'im|ntny  ol'  the    Kunk  of 
Fngljnd,   or  their   onli-r,   and  unless  the  ■ 
prr«iin  (iMild  i;et  tin*  for^-d  indorvnient  of 
the  Governor  and  Cuippvny  of  the  Biink  of 


Rnfj^nd,    the  bills   could   not  be   used. 
Besides    the    deficiency     bills    were    for 
40,000/.  20,000/,  and  10,000/. ;  there  were 
hardly  any   lower   than    10,000/.,   unless 
there  happened  to  lie  a  balance ;  in  which 
case  perhaps  one  bill  of  on  issue  might  be 
for  a  fractional  sum  ;  but  the  bulk  of  the 
bills  were  for  turns  of   a  large  amount. 
Therefore,  from  the   large  amount,  even 
if  they   were  payable  to  bearer,  it   was 
olmost  impossible,  if  they  were  seiaed,  or 
fraudulently   got  bold  of,  they  could  be 
turned  by  the  parties   to    their  own   use 
or  pn»fit.     Not  so  with   the  supply  bills. 
The  supply  bills  were,  in  the  first  place, 
payable  to  the  bearer,  so  that  any  person 
without  forgery  could  receive  payment  as 
the  holder.    In  the  next  place,  tlie  bills  were 
drawn  for  sums  of  1(X)/.,  200/.,  500/.,  and 
1,000/.     Tho  consequence  was,  that  the 
persoti  who  got  hold  of  a  supply  bill,  when 
completed,  had  the  |K)wer,  but  for  the  cir- 
cumstances to  which  he  was  about  to  refer, 
of  making  use  of  the  bill  and  instantly  ob- 
tuing  payment.     Sumioso  that  all  |)ossible 
(*arc  were  taken  by  IiM'ks  and  keys,  with  bis 
noble  Friend  idgning  in  the  I  louse,  though 
he  might  have  signed  the  book,  yet  let  the 
box  lie  ever  so  well  locked,  let  the  bills  be 
ever  so  well  counted,  let  the  bills  be  ever 
so  duly  entered  in  a  book,  let  the  clerks  in 
the  F.xche«|ucr  lie  ever  so  ready  to  count 
them  immediately  they  received  the  book, 
let  the  locks  be  ever  so  numerous,    still 
the  prooccdiog  was  liable  to  the  objec- 
tion that,  in  the  interval  between  the  sign- 
ing  and  the  arrival  at  the  Exdieqacr,  the 
messenger,  instead    of  going   aloag  horn 
Charing-crosi    to    the    ExcheqoeMfilee, 
might  turn   along  the  Strand  into  the 
City  ;  he  might  not  even  take  the  tnmble 
to  unlock    the   box ;   ho    might  break   it 
open ;    be   might   abstract  the  million  of 
biU<;    and  getting   ten  thousand  pounds, 
or  fifty  thousand  pounds,  or  one  hundred 
thousaml    pounds   in   the  City,  he  might 
step  into  a  boat  and  sail  away  for  Calais. 
That  was  the  sute,  as    it  appeared  to  be 
left  by  the  report  of  the  commissioners  $ 
but    when     you     examined    the    matter 
more  closely,    it   turned   out    that    there 
was  not  this  danger   in    fact,  for  it  was 
im|)ossible    that    one    bill    could    be    put 
in  ci  mil  at  ion  except   among  {lersons  who 
did    not    look    at    the   date,   because   all 
the  bills  were  completeil    before  the  date 
of  the  t^^iie,  so  that  all  the  possible  risk 
the    publii*   could    really    run    was    very 
jimull ;    the   doi»r    which    seemed    to  give 
the  widest  jmsisible  aperture,  left  only  the 
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iouJlett  chink;  in  realilj  the  risk  run 
wa<  the  least  poMible.  Some  penons 
might  take  a  few  bills  for  a  few  hundreds 
or  thousands,  if  they  did  not  look  at  the 
date;  hut  the  public  sertioe  ran  no  risk, 
because  till  the  day  for  the  imuecame— 
say  tho  16th  of  March-— the  bills  were 
nerer  issued,  and  the  moment  the  messen- 
ger deviated  from  the  right  course,  pay- 
ment of  the  bills  would  be  stopped  before 
the  date  of  the  issue.  Althouffh,  however, 
there  was  Uie  smallest  possible  nsk,  he  hoped 
his  noble  Friend  would  see  that  it  was 
better  not  to  incur  even  that.  Yet,  slight 
as  the  risk  was  in  his  noble  Friend's 
case«  it  did  not  exist  at  all  in  the  case  of  Sir 
John  Newport.  His  noble  Friend  had 
done  away  with  one  part  of  the  evidence, 
which,  if  lef^  uneiplained,  would  have 
cast  an  imputation  on  Sir  John  Newport. 
The  evidence  as  published  stood  thus  :•* 

^  1rb«  new  chsrge  wis,  that  whenever  any 
Treasury  authority  of  an  important  character 
is  iM'oagbt  before  the  ComptroUer-Oenenil,  he 
does  not  act  upon  it  without  first  considering 
its  legality.    It  is  now  initialed  by  him." 

The  word  "  now"  was  used  as  if  the 
consideration  were  now  given  for  the  first 
time,  and  as  if  Sir  J(%n  Newport  did 
not  do  the  only  thing  of  any  importance 
which  was  required  of  him  —  compare 
the  orders  brought  to  him  from  the 
Treasury  with  the  statutory  authority  for 
their  issue.  It  appeared'  that  the  evl- 
denoe,  by  leaving  out  the  word  ''as* 
at  the  beginning,  and  making  a  pause 
after  the  word  **  legality,"  and  then  be- 
ginning a  new  sentence,  in  so  many  words 
made  a  distinct  charge  that  his  renerable 
friend  had  never  once  discharged  the 
only  important  duty  for  which  he  was 
appointed.  His  noble  Friend  merely  meant 
to  say,  that  whereas  no  part  of  the  duty 
had  previously  been  omitted,  yet  that  his 
noMe  Friend  had  made  an  addition; — 
whidi  he  taloed  at  more  than  it  was 
worth,  as  persons  who  were  tlie  authors 
of  inventions  set  greater  store  by  them 
tlMm  he  (Lord  Brou|Aam)  might  be  dis- 
pnied  to  do;  in  addition  to  comparing 
the  Treaaory  orders  with  the  statotoiy 
authorities,  it  seems  he  pat  his  initials, 
as  a  test  that  he  had  made  the  com- 
mnisoo,  as  a  memorandum  that  tlie  duty 
nad  been  performed,  and  that  all  that 
was  re*}uired  had  been  done.  That  Sir 
John  Newport,  when  lie  made  the  com- 
parison, did  not  put  his  initials  on  the  war- 
rant or  order  was  of  no  kind  of  import- 
r,  nor  was  it  even  a  portion  of  his  duty. 


nor  oould  the  operatioa  give  the  least  ad* 
ditional  security  to  the  puUie.  The  tt^ 
idanation  siven  was  therefore  eompleatt 
It  showed  that  the  atatement  of  LcMfd  Mon^ 
teaglehad*  been  totally  altered  as  much  as  If 
a  <'  not"  had  been  omitted.  Bal  hia  noble 
Frinid  ought  to  have  gone  on  to  |^««  some 
such  contradiction  to  what  next  jfoUowed, 
which  he  (Lord  Brougham)  held  to  mdke  a 
diarge  against  Sir  John  Newport  that  re« 
quired  explanation,  or,  ai  he  would  say, 
retractation.  As  no  explanation,  and  at 
all  events,  no  retractation,  had  been  made, 
it  became  his  duty  to  give  to  tlie  charge  a 
peremptory  contradiction,  and  to  aocompainr 
It  with  sudi  an  explanation  as  would  satisfy 
their  Lordships  that  there  wasnot  tlie  shadow 
of  pretence  for  any  such  chaige  agaimt  Sir 
John  Newport.  Noone  would  suppose  that 
his  noble  Friend  intended  to  make  a  chfn|p 
against  Sir  John  Newport ;  he  had  wished 
only  to  defend  himself^  and  not  to  attack 
any  one  else ;  nevertheless  his  statement  of 
his  own  improvements  did  convey  a  seri* 
ous  charge.  In  giving  an  account  of  his 
new  changes  the  noble  Lord  made  the  same 
indirect  charge  against  his  predeoeasor  as 
he  had  done  In  the  first  point  of  the  pteMge 
which  he  had  so  aatisAu^ofily  explained, 
and  which  arose  from  a  misprint,  aiki  was 
as  real  an  alteration  of  his  evidence  as  if 
the  word  "  not"  had  been  put  in  where  he 
had  lefl  it  out,  or  ai  if  tW  had  lefl  out 
the  word  ''  not''  when  he  had  pot  it  in. 
This  other  char;^,  which  still  ftood  as  a 
charge  by  imphcatloo  against  Sir  Jdim 
Newport,  aoMmnted  to  Ukuz  th6  Comp* 
troller-general  now  initials  the  documettta 
aa  evidence  of  his  having  considered  the 
authoritiea,  and  then  ano^er  use  of  the 
initials  pointed  out,  when  it  is  added  >-• 

**  It  also  prevents  the  possibility  of  a  fraud 
taking  place  by  producing  the  same  document 
twice  over.  It  would  have  been  possible  pre- 
viously to  this  regubtioD,  if  there  had  been  a 
fraadirient  chief  clerk,  to  bring  the  same  Trea- 
sury authority  twice  over,  ami  get  a  double 
issue  made;  but  that  cannot  now  lake  place.'* 


That  is  to  say,  the  business  of  Sir 
John  Newport  had  been  carried  on  in  so 
slovenly,  so  bunglinfN  and  so  negligent  a 
way,  that  there  had  been  no  care  taken  to 
prevent  the  most  facile  of  all  frauds,  a  party 
bringing  an  order  one  day,  getting  the  mo- 
ney lor  it,  and  the  next  day  bringing  the 
same  order  and  getting  the  money  owet 
a^n.  When  he  (Loni  Broug^iam)  saw 
this  he  was  qnite  astonished;  he  said  to 
him^lf,  '*  Can  it  be  possible  that  business 
is    thus   carelessly    conducted?"    It  was 


31 


Fofftry  ^ 


{LORDS) 


Btfb. 


encllj  like  a  banker  i  clerk  pe]ring  •  i  general  wat  created,  and  who  wei^  Taqpon- 
dMck  witkoat  crcminfl  it,  giving  it  up  |  rible  for  Sir  J.  Newport*!  appmntment. 
to  the  party  he  paid,  and  then  anothor  |  Now,  the  eflfect  of  theie  dames,  which  em- 
penon  coining  the  neat  dair  with  the  fame  I  braced  the  whole  subject  of  the  issue  of 


deck,  and,  unless  the  den  recollected  the 

pajOMnt,  procuring  a  second  payment,  or 

procuring  that  payment  from  another  cleric. 

Tliat  was  thestaie  of  the  dwrge  as  it  there 

stood,  and  as  if  that  were  not  suflkient, 

what  followed  made  it  impossible  for  any 

one  who  was  responsible  for  the  oasring  of 

the  act,  or  for  the  appointment  of  Sir  John 

Newport— and  he  (Lord  Brougham)  vras 

jointly  responsible  as  well  for  the  act  as  for 

the  appointment  with  hb  noble  Friend, 

and  the  noUe  Viscount  near  him  (Lord 

Mdboumc)-HMH  to  feel  the  greatest  anxiety 

till  there  was  an  explanation,  and  not  to 

wonder  that  no  greater  fraud  had,  before 

this,  been  committed.    The  noble  Lord 

(Lord  Montttgle)  said, 

''This  improTtmsot  was  introdoced  by  roe 
about  two  years  ago,  and  I  have  tbot  guarded 
the  isioe  of  public  oMHiey  aaainst  a  fraud 
somewhat  analog oos  to  that  of  Mr.  Smith.^ 

Injustice  to  the  department,  in  justice 
to  those  who  had  appointed  Sir  John  New- 
port, in  justice  to  those  who  passed  the  act 
under  which  he  was  appointed,  and  in 
justice  to  the  Trsasury  oy  which  the  act 
was  worked,  he  was  bound  at  once  to 
destroy,  as  he  could  in  an  instant  de« 
stroy  the  whole   of   this   strange    accu- 
sation.    He  should  be  able  to  show,  firit, !  alone  able,  to  avail  himsdf  of  this  order,  or 
that  no  order  or  warrant  could  be  issued  !  warrant,  accompanied  by  this  treasury  letter, 
twice  by  any  fraudulent  clerk ;  and,  se«    would  be  some  one  of  the  paymastert-»top- 
ooodly,  that  to  put  initials  upon  a  paper  in    pose  the  Paymaster  of  the  Civil  Senrice} 
the  war  that  nis  noble  Friend  had  done  :  this  was  according  to  the  supposition  con- 
could  fftve  no  security.     He  was  prepared  '  tained  in  the  evidence  of  his  noble  Friend 
to  cstabliih  the  fint  of  these  propositioos,    before  the  commissioners ;  but  the  fact  was, 
not  by  any  official  inquiry,  though  he  had  |  that  these  orders  were  never,  and  never  had 
made  such, not  l^  any  inference  to  bedrawn  .  been,  iwued  either  to  the  Paymaster  of  the 
in  £ivour  of  hunsdf  or  others  who  had    Civil  Service,  or  to  the  PayoMster  of  the 
appointed  Sir  John  Newport,  but  by  the    Ordnance,  or  to  the  Psymaster  of  the  Navy 
vmr  words  of  the  sutute,  the  4  and   5  ;  or  the  Paymaster  of  the  Forces— all  whi^ 
Wuliam  4th,  cap.  15.  sections  10.  11,  12, !  three,    by    the    by,    were    now    conaoli- 
and  13.     He  munded  himself  upon  each  '  dated — without  both  the  order  under  the 
and    all    of  these  sections,  and  required  '  sign  manual  and  the  treasurv  warrant,  spe- 
no  extrinsic  evidence,  no  official  learning, !  cifying  the  paymaster  to  whom  they  were 
no  result  of  private  inquiry  ;  and  by  these  \  to  be  lasued,  and  for  what  purpose  ;  then 
sections  of  the  act  he  pledged  himself  utterly    the  letters  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  sped- 
to  destroy  the  foundation  of  any  charge  to    6ed  how  much  of  the  sum  on  the  order,  or 
be  inferred   against    Sir   John    Newport   warrant,  was  to  be  issued  to  the  paymaster, 
from  the  sutement  of  hb  noble  Friend,    and  notified  this  to  the  Comptroller-general 
To  show  that  the  statement  made  bv  hit    But,  after  all  this,  not  only  was  the  money 
noble  Friend  could  not  be  supported,  he   not  paid  by  the  Comptroller-general  upon 
regarded  as  due  both  to  Sir  J.  Newport  and    this  wmrrant  and  order,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
the  Oovcmmcnt  who  bad  framed  the  act    check,  as  the  evidence  of  hb  noble  Friend 
under  which  the  office  of   C4imptroller-    wouldlcave  to  be  inferred,  but  all  the  Comp- 


money  to  the  different  departmenta  of  the 
puUic  service,  was,  that  this  money,  when 
issued  from  the  Exchequer,  was  to  be  issued 
for  a  given  and  specified  purpose ;  that  there 
fthouM  be  a  royal  order,  passed  under  the 
sign  manual,  and  delivered  to  the  Comp- 
troller-general ;  that  next  there  should  be 
a  treasury  order  or  warrant,  counternsned 
by  three  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Tica. 
sury,  also  delivered   to  the  Comptroller- 
general,  as  hb  authority  for  the  issue.  This 
was  in  the  case  of  aU  sums  granted  to  the 
Crown  by  act  of  Parliament,  or  vote  of  the 
House  of  Commons  {  but  if  the  money  were 
charged  on  the  consolidated  fund,  then  the 
treasury  %varrant  only  was  wanted,  and  not 
the  royal  order ;  but  whether  the  issue  were 
of  money  granted  by  act  or  vote  requiring 
a  royal  order  and  treasury  warrant,  or  whe- 
ther it  were  to  come  out  of  the  consolidated 
fund  under  the  13th  section,  whidi  required 
a  treasury  warrant  only,  in  either  case  there 
was  a  treasury  letter  also,  without  whidi  no 
order  or  warrant  for  the  imoe  of  whatew 
sum  of  money,  for  whatever  service,  fbond 
its  way  to  the  Comptrdler-Genecal  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  Treasury  lettor  containing 
what  were  called  the  directions  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury  to  that  officer.  Now,observe^ 
the  person  who  could  be  in  a  condition,  and 
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troller  eould  do  was  to  send  his  warrant  to 
the   Bank  of  England,  calling  upon  the 
Bank  to  transfer  a  credit  to  the  account  of 
the  specified  paymaster  for  the  given  sum, 
and  all  the  Bank  did  was  to  ohey  the  war- 
rant  and  put  the  proper  credit  to  the  account 
of  the  proper  pay  master.    And  what  did  the 
paymaster  do  ?  He  operated  on  the  credit  so 
transferred  to  his  account,  and  he  ohtained 
money  by  so  operating.     In  fact,  he  drew 
checks  on  that  credit     But  how  did  he  do 
that  ?     At  the  same  time  that  the  treasury 
letter  was  issued  to  the  Comptroller-general, 
another  treasury  letter  went  to  the  pay- 
master,  notifying  to  him   the  proceeding 
which  had  previously  taken  place,  and  warn- 
ing the  paymaster  that  the  order,  or  war- 
rant, and  treasury  letter,  had  sone  to  the 
Comptroller-general's  office,  and  that  a  cre- 
dit to  the  given  amount  would  be  passed  to 
bis  account  by  the  Bank  of  England.  Upon 
this  the  paymaster  drew  his  check  by  virtue 
of  that  authority.     But  then   there  was 
another  point.     The  first  thing  done  with 
the  treasury  letter  at  the  paymaster's  office 
was  to  record  it  in  the  books  of  the  office ; 
moreover,  every  check  issued  from  the  pay- 
master's office  was  signed  by  the  paymaster 
himself,  then  countersigned  by  the  cashier, 
and  presented  by  the  accountant,  and  unless 
both  names  were  found  by  the  Bank  to  be 
signed  to  a  check,  it  was  altogether  unavail- 
aUe  with  them— it  was  a  barren  and  fruitless 
document,  and  it  was  impossible  by  means 
of  it  to  obtain  a  farthing  of  the  money 
from  the  Bank,  even  when  backed  by  the 
authority  of  the  warrant  of  the  ComptroUer- 
fleneral.   Their  Lordships  would  see,  there- 
tore,  how  many  persons  must  concur — what 
a  complication  of  fraudulent  intentions  must 
take  place  before,  under  the  practice  of  the 
office  as  carried  on  in  Sir  John  Newport's 
time,  the  public  could  have  been  damnified 
to  the  amount  of  one  farthing.  It  appeared, 
then,  that  not  only  the  chief  clerk,  as  his 
noble  Friend  in  lus  evidence  stated,  but  a 
number  of  other  persons,  and  even  the  pay- 
master himself,  must  have  concurred  to 
commit  the  fraud  of  which  his  noble  Friend 
spoke  in  that  evidence.     Nor  was  this  all, 
biit  there  must  be,  in  addition,  the  treasury 
letter  to  the  Comptroller-general  forged ; 
nor  was  this  all,  for  there  must  be  another 
forgery  of  the  treasury  letter  to  the  pay- 
master, in  order  to  affi)rd  the  means  of  com- 
mitting the  fraud  in  question ;  so  that,  in 
fact,  the  Treasury,  or  some  one  there,  must 
be  accomplices  in  the  crime  and  take  a  part 
in  the  fraud.    Then  another  felon v  must 
be  committed  by  the  Pajrmaster  of  Civil 
VOL.  LXF.    {2Si} 


Services,  another  by  his  cashier,  and  ano- 
ther by  his  accountant.    These  parties  must 
all  concur  in  the  fraud  before  the  public 
could  be  injured,  and  this  was  what  his 
noble  Friend  in  his  evidence  called  *'  a  fraud 
somewhat  anabgous  to  that  of  .Mr.  Smith," 
and  spoke  of  it  as  being  not  impossible  to 
occur !  Why,  this  was  the  fraud  of  Smith 
— that  he,  without  co-operation,  without  a 
human  being  helping  lum,  could,  and  did, 
obtain  money  to  almost  any  amount.    The 
charge  was,  that  whereas  in  that  office 
great  and  salutary  precautions  had  been 
taken  in  all  other  departments,  yet  in  the 
department  of  the  senior  clerk  there  was  a 
chink  left  unstopped,  through  which  it  was 
possible  to  commit  a  fraud  to  the  amount  of 
400,000Z.  or  500,0001:     But    there  was 
another  branch  of  the  subject,  on  which  a 
great  deal  had  been  said.    AH  the  paper 
intended  for  the  Exchequer-bills  was  u- 
trusted  to  the  care  and  custody  of  Smith, 
and  that  he  had  nothing  to  do,  if  he  was 
fraudulently  disposed,  but  to  open  the  chest 
and  take  out  the  quantity  of  paper  he  wanted. 
But  he  had  no  accomplices,  it  was  said. 
Why,  who  would  have  said  there  was  any 
harm  in  the  mode  in  which  business  was 
conducted  in  the  Comptroller-generars  of- 
fice, if  Smith  could  not  have  compassed  this 
fraud  without  the  assistance  of  accomplices 
out  of  it  ?     Nobody  would  have  said  so  ; 
because  all  the  security  that  man  has  in  the 
ordinary  business  of  life  was  less  than  that 
involved  in  the  process  he  had  described,  to 
commit  a  fraud,  in  spite  of  which  not  only 
the  paymaster  and  two  other  persons  in  the 
paymaster's  office,  but  also  some  one  in  the 
Treasury,  must  conspire.    There  must  be 
a   league    between    them   all;    yet    this 
was  what  his  noble  Friend,  in  his  aeal 
to  defend   the  office  of   which   he   was 
the  head,  or  rather,  in  his  desire  to  extol  his 
own  improvements,  had  ventured  to  call,  in 
his  evidence,  "  a  fraud  somewhat  analo- 
gous to  that  of  Mr.  Smith ;"  to  which  he 
would  say  that,  so  far  from  being  analogous, 
it    stood  contrasted  and  opposed   in  the 
strongest  forms  of  contrast  and  opposition. 
But  now  as  to  the  effect  of  placing  the 
initials  on  these  documents,  which,  as  his 
noble  Friend  said,  had  not  been  done  by 
Sir  J.  Newport ;  he  would  let  their  Lord- 
ships sec  how  far  the  second  proposition 
which  he  had  stated  was  borne  out,  namely, 
that  not  only  had  the  placing  the  initials 
no  effect  to  prevent  fraud,  but  that  they 
had  not  even  a  tendency  to  prevent  it; 
that  they  were  put  on  the  wrong  paper.  For 
what  was  the  noble  Liord's  course  ?  He  put 
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hit  ifiitiali  on  the  orden  and  Tnumj  war- 
ants  to  preTcnt,  as  he  said,  the  money  hetng 
drawn  upon  thema  teoond  time.  But  he  (Lord 
Brougham)  contended,  and  he  should  shoi?, 
that  this  placing  of  initials  had  no  effect 
at  all ;  because,  hj  the  act  of  Parliament, 
these  orders  and  Treasury  warrants  must 
be  kept  in  the  Comptroller-general's  office, 
and  must  be  used  again  and  again  until  the 
sum  mentioned  in  them  was  eahausled  by 
repeated  letters  from   the  Lords  of   the 
Treasury,  directing  the  issue  of  such  sums 
from  time   to  time.     The  only  effect  of 
putting  the  initials  roust  be  to  prevent  the 
document  being  brought  a  second  time  before 
his  noble  Friend.  Striking  the  pen  through 
a  banker's  check  was  analogous  in  this 
point  of  riew,  though   the  banker  gene> 
rally  took  the  precaution  to  keep  the  check 
besides.    But   these  orders  and  warranti 
were  what  are  called  running  orders  for 
money,  and  the  efiisct  of  them  was  this : — 
Suppose  the  order  was  for  5,000/.,  but 
the  Treasury  letter  said  that  only  1 ,000/. 
was  to  be  issued  upon  it  at  that  time,  then 
there  could  only  be  got  upon  it  1,000/., 
but    the    order    itself  remained    on    the 
Comptroller's  office  as  his  warrant  for  the 
Lvue  of  the   next    1,000/.,  or   whaterer 
sum  might  be  contained  in  the  tuocessive 
Treasury  letters,  until  the  whole  amount 
in  the  order  was  exhausted;  and  it  was 
obvious  that  whether    such  warrants  or 
orders  were  marked  with  the  initiab  **  J. 
N.*'  or  not  was  of  no  importance,  inasmuch 
as  they  were  meant  to  remain  in  the  Comp- 
troller-general's office.    But  it   was  very 
far   different    with    the   Treasury  letter. 
His  noble  Friend  did  not  put  his  initials  on 
that  document ;  no,  he  put  his  initials  on 
the  running  orders,  on  which  it  was  use- 
less to  put  toem  ;  and  he  did  not  put  them 
on  the  Treasury  letter,  on  which  alone,  if  j 
the  initials  eould  be  of  any  use  at  all,  it : 
was  desirable  to  put  them ;   but  whether  i 
they  were  placed  on  the  Treasury  letter  or  : 
not  was  quite  immaterial,  because  as  the  j 
act  of  PsrliaiDcot   pioved,  there  were  to 
many  indiriduals  who  mutt  conspire  in 
different  offices   before  a   fraud  could  be  ■ 
committed,  many  of  whom  could  have  no ! 
interest  in  conspiring,  that  it  was  nc&t  to '. 
an  im|>ossibility  that  anv  fraud  should  take  i 
place  in  the  way  he  bad  described.     In  ' 
point  of  fact,  he  belierrd  that  tlie  letter  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasunr  had  sometimes  ' 
had  *'  contidertd'*  written  upcm  it  in  Hir  . 
John  Newport's  time:  but  whether  it  had  ■, 
that  or  the  initials  was  immaterial,  since,  j 
as  he  had  shown,  at  thu  stage  of  the  pro- 


oeedingi  relative  to  the  isioe  of  Exdieooer- 
bills,  fraud  was  next  to  imponibla.  How- 
ever, he  perfectly  agreed  with  hia  noUe 
Friend  that  no  blame  wu  attribotable  to 
the  department  on  the  ground  thai  the 
quires  of  Exchequer-bill  paper  had  been 
left  with  the  chief  derk.  His  nobUf  Friend 
had  justly  said  that  all  his  predecemon^  (or 
upwards  of  a  century,  had  adopted  the 
same  practice ;  but  not  only  had  nis  noble 
Friend's  predecessors  been  aware  of  and 
sanctioned  the  practice  (for  that  would  be 
no  great  excuse),  but  the  Legislature  and 
the  Government,  and  the  public,  had  been 
aware  of  the  state  of  the  case.  The  suUeet, 
and  particularly  this  part  of  it,  had  been 
agsin  and  again  brou^t  most  fully  under 
public  notice:  first,  m  the  report  of  Sir 
A.  Pigott's  commission  of  public  aooonnts 
in  178*i ;  then  in  the  report  of  the  finance 
committee,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Abbott, 
afterwards  Lord  Colchester,  in  1797  ;  then 
in  Lord  Grcnvillc's  able  report  to  the  Trea- 
sury  in  18*23 ;  next  in  Lord  Granville 
Somerset's  report  of  evidenee  in  1830;  again 
by  those  who  framed  the  act  of  1834,  to 
which  he  had  referred ;  and,  lastly, themattar 
was  brought  forward  by  Sir  John  Newport 
himself,  in  a  communication  whidi  he  inade 
to  the  Treasury,  and  which  it  was  but  jos- 
tioe  to  his  right  hon.  Friend  to  refer  to 
particulariy.tWhen  Sir  John  Newport  waa 
appointed  Comptroller-general,  the  Trea- 
sury, most  properly,  as  be  (Lord  Brouffham) 
thought,  indeed  of  prooeedinp  immediately 
to  exercise  the  powers  veated  in  them  under 
the  act,  of  making  rules  for  the  greater 
fccurity  of  the  public,  determined  to  delay 
for  a  time  until  they  should  have  a  re- 
port from  the  office  what  was  fittest  to 
iw  done.  The  act  called  upon  them  to 
take  such  steps  with  respect  lo  the  re- 
guUtion  of  the  new  offiMoe  under  their 
warrant  as  might  be  thouf^ht  most  effec- 
tual for  the  further  convenience  and  secu- 
rity of  the  public ;  but  they  thought  it 
better  to  wait  until  they  got  a  report  from 
the  head  of  the  office  as  lo  what  alterations 
ought  to  be  made  in  it.  Accordingly  they 
directed  Sir  John  Newport  to  report  to  then, 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  on  the  subject 
of  his  office,  and  the  mode  of  transacting 
businexs  in  it.  Well,  that  report  was  made, 
and  their  I^idships  would  find  distinctly 
lUted  in  it  at  that  time— it  was  dated  the 
10th  uf  October,  IK35— that  the  senior  clerk 
had  the  custody  of  the  paper,  and  kept  a  regu- 
Isr  account  of  its  consumption.  Now,  what 
was  meant  bjr  paper  was  Exchequer- bills, 
stamped,  and  in  all  rcspecu  but  signature 
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retAy  for  inue.  Hence  the  Treasury  knew 
at  this  time — namely,  in  1835,  that  the 
custody  of  the  paper  was  in  the  senior 
clerk,  and  that  he,  If  he  liked  to  commit  a 
fraud,  had  ample  opportunity.  Such  was 
Sir  J.  Newport's  report,  hut  Sir  J.  New- 
port had  no  power  to  alter  the  course  of  the 
office ;  his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Monteagle) 
had  no  power  to  do  so,  but  only  to  suggest 
to  the  Treasury,  No  doubt,  if  either  Sir 
J.  Newport  or  his  noble  Friend  had  enter- 
tained an  idea  that  anything  of  the  sort 
was  likely  to  take  place,  they  would  have 
mentioned  the  matter  more  in  detail  to  the 
Treasury,  and  he  quite  agreed  with  his 
noble  Friend,  that  after  the  lapse  of  150 
years,  during  which  succeeding  auditors 
and  Comptrollers-general  had  filled  the 
office,  it  was  most  natural  and  a  venial 
error  in  his  noble  Friend,  as  it  was  in  Lord 
Grenville,  to  be  unsuspicious  that  any 
fraud  could  take  place  in  this  process. 
Experience  had  not  then  shown  the  risk 
that  was  run,  and  it  was  quite  sufficient 
to  suggest  the  means  of  amendment  when 
they  saw  that  the  long  course  of  proceed- 
ing adopted  in  the  office  had  led  to  the 
perpetration  of  this  crime.  He  should  say 
that  it  was  a  very  slight  charge  to  have 
overlooked  what  so  accurate  and  practical 
a  man  of  business  aa  Sir  J.  Newport  had 
overlooked,  with  the  scrupulous  exactness 
with  which  he  always  reviewed  all  that  was 
done  by  his  subordinates,  or  by  himself, 
in  reference  to  the  authorities  under  which 
he  was  acting,  and  the  terms  of  the  Trea- 
sury orders  and  warrants,  and  with  the 
scrupulous  and  extreme  care  which  he 
used  in  comparing  his  authorities  with  the 
statute,  and  what  Lord  Grenville  himself 
overlooked.  Lord  Grenville,  of  all  men  of 
business  the  most  accurate,  he  should  say, 
the  most  punctiliously  accurate,  who  was 
much  more  likely  to  err  from  over-scrupu- 
lous care  than  from  anything  approaching 
to  negligence.  He(LordBrougham)did  think 
that  It  was  a  want  of  common  candour  and 
fidmess  to  charge  his  noble  Friend  with 
negligence  for  not  having  attended  more 
accurately,  more  punctiliously,  more  over- 
scmpulously  to  business  than  his  right  hon. 
Friend  Sir  John  Newport  and  than  Lord 
Grenville.  He  therefore  roust  say,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  triumphant  than 
the  vindication  his  noble  Friend  had  offered 
to  the  charges  made  against  him,  and  he 
hoped  he  hid  satisfied  their  Lordships  tliat 
the  vindication  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  Sir 
J.  Newport — asainst  cliarges  not  brouffht 
Vy  his  noble  Fnend,  but  which  appeared  in 


the  report  by  implication  and  inferenee-* 
had  been  equally  satisfactory.  That  vindi- 
cation, however,  had  become  absolutely  ne- 
cessary. '  Next  to  integrity,  which  no  one 
dreamt  of  questioning  either  on  Sir  J.  New- 
port's part  or  that  of  his  noble  Friend, 
there  was  nothing  so  important  as  accuracy 
in  a  department  having  such  momentous 
interests  confided  to  its  cares;  and  dis- 
honesty itself  could  hardly  do  worse  mischief 
than  might  be  the  result  of  neglect. 

Lord  Monteagle  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
disclaiming  entirely  any  intention  of  mak- 
ing the  slightest  imputation  against  his 
right  hon.  friend  Sir  John  Newport.  His 
noble  and  learned  Friend  who  had  just  sat 
down  had  anticipated  this  assertion  on  his 
part,  by  saying  that  the  imputation  rested 
upon  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  a 
sentence  contained  in  the  report  now  lying 
on  their  Lordships'  Table.  If  there  was  a 
single  living  being  to  whom  he  was  under 
the  greatest  personal  obligation,  that  being 
was  his  right  hon.  Friend  Sir  John  New- 
port. He  had  known  him  from  a  child  ; 
indeed,  he  had  been,  as  it  were,  the  child 
of  his  political  adoption,  and  he  had  acted 
with  him  im  twenty  years,  and  he  had 
been  during  that  long  period  under  in- 
describable obligations  to  him  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  However,  all  that  he  had 
asserted  was,  that  he  had  taken  a  little 
additional  precaution^— that  of  initiating 
the  papers  brought  to  him  — a  course 
which  had  not  before  been  practised 
The  object  of  this  was  to  prevent  the 
same  paper  being  laid  before  him  twice 
without  his  at  once  discovering  it  His 
noble  and  learned  Friend  had  gone  with 
minute  accuracy  through  all  the  de- 
tails of  the  Comptroller-generars  office, 
and  had  said  tliat  a  fraud  could  not  be 
practised,  except  by  an  extensive  conspiracy 
among  many  parties.  All  he  had  done 
had  been  put  in  force  for  the  protection  of 
the  public,  and  if  it  had  not  turned  out  as 
well  as  he  expected,  he  was  sure  his  right 
hon.  Friend  (Sir  J.  Newport)  would  be 
the  last  man  in  the  world  who  would  ever 
dream,  that  under  any  personal  circum- 
stance, either  as  a  witness,  as  a  Member  of 
Parliament,  or  as  a  private  individual,  it 
could  have  entered  into  his  brain  to  throw 
any  imputation  u|K>n  him.  His  whole  de« 
fence  was,  that  Sur  John  Newport  had  done 
right,  and  that  he  also  had  done  right. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  he  too  was  sure 
that  if  Sir  John  Newport  had  seen   the 
evideuce,  he  would  not  consider  the  impu- 
tation to  have  been  intended,  but  merely 
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the  effect  of  inference,  luch  u  he  (Lord 
Brougham)  had  stated. 

The  Duke  f>f  Wellington  was  glad  his 
Boble  and   learned    Fnend   opposite  had 
made  the  npeech  he  had  just  delirertd  in 
defrnce  of  Sir  John  NewpiNrt,  because  it 
must  hare  shown  the  noble  Lord  who  had 
brought  forward  the  piesent  motion  that 
while  he,  through  inadrerteoce,  had  made 
a  charge  again<t  an  indiridual  for  whom 
he  entertained  the   highest  res|)ect   and 
regard ,   the  noble   Lord  and  the  House 
would  remember  that  by  a  similar  inad- 
Terteuce  a  charge  had  been  brought  against 
the  noble  Lord  nimself,  though  the  com- 
missioners had  ne?er  intended  to  make  any 
such  charge  at  all.     He  sUted  this  fur  the 
ntis&ction  of  the  mind  of  the  noble  Lord, 
conrinced  as  he  was  that  no  such  thing 
liad  ever  been  intended,  and,  most  parti- 
cularly, not  00  the  part  of  her  Majesty's 
Gofemment.    He  was  not  at  all  surprised 
that  the  noble   Ijord   should  hare  been 
anxious  to  bring  the  Question  forward  with 
a  f  iew  to  his  own  justification.  The  matter 
DOW  stofid  in  a  situation  which  rendered  a 
discussion    upon   it   necessary,    that   the 
whole  matter  should  be  sifted  to  the  bot- 
tom, and  it  was  aeen  whether  or  not  blame 
did  attach  to  the  office  at  the  head  of  which 
the  noble  Lord  was  placed.     But  he  (the 
Duke  of  Wellington)  must  sav  again,  that 
be  had  nerer  bourd  of  any  blame  char^ 
aeainit  the  noble  Lord  by  any  authontjr. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  had  e?er  passed  in 
their  lordships'  House  or  in  another  place, 
and  under  these  drcumstmncrs  he  had  §e\t 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Session  it 
would  be  better  to  postpone  any  motion 
for  inouiry  until  some  steps  were  taken  in 
the  other  llouse  of  Parliament  ( wliere  such 
an  inquiry  ought  properly  to  originate), 
and  until  the  (torernment  came  ftinrani 
with  siHne  measure  upon  the  subject.    Such 
a  measure  had  been  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  of  that  measure  the  noble  Ijonl 
himself  had  expressed   his  approral.  biit 
said  he  was  dcaimus  that  the  inquiry  which 
that  measun;  would  put  in  motion  should 
be  extended,  and  in  a  more  pr»ioted  manner 
directed  to  his  own  department.     He  did 
not  know  whether  in  this  H<mse  it  would 
be  po^ible  for  the  noble  f  jord  to  more  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  to  extend  the  in- 
quiry when  it  rame  up  from  the  Commons. 
Probably    mit;    but   the   noble    lord,  of 
course,   mun  have  friends  in  the  other 
House  who  could  there  make  «iirh  a  mo- 
tion ;  but  if  the  noble  lord  would  be  kind 
enough  to  put  dinrn  on  p«per  what   be 


wished  to  be  done,  and  furnish  it  to  bim 
(the  Duke  of  Wellington)  to-morrow,  be 
would  between  this  luid  Monday  speak  to 
others  on  the  subject  and  gi?e  the  noble 
Lord  a  distinct  answer  upon  it.  It  ap- 
peared thHt  these  frauds  had  been  in  the 
course  of  being  carried  on  since  the  month 
of  April,  1836,  and  that  se?eral  persona 
had  a  knowledge  of  them ;  some  amount- 
ing only  to  suspicion— some  with  a  sup- 
posed  guilty  knowledge,  and  it  was  sup- 
posed,  that  although  there  were  many 
innocent  sufferers  from  the  effects  of  these 
frauds,  yet  a  great  number  of  the  holders 
of  these  fraudulent  Excheouer  bilb  were 
believed  to  ha?e  a  knowledge  that  they 
had  been  issued  under  fraudulent  dr* 
cumttances.  In  this  state  of  things  it  waa 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  Goremment 
should  make  a  searching  inquiry  into  the 
matter,  in  order  to  do  justice  between  the 

Esrties  and  the  State — to  protect  the  fair 
olders  of  the  bills,  and  to  support  the 
credit  of  those  securities  for  the  future. 
With  these  ?iews«  he  trusted  their  Lord- 
ships would  approre  of  the  measure  intro. 
duced  elsewhere,  when   it   came    before 
them,  and  that  in  the  meantime  they  would 
not  attempt  to  interrupt  or  throw  any  im- 
pediment in  its  way,  by  establishing  an 
inquiry  in   that   House,  which  after  all 
would  be  liable  to   objections,  some  of 
which  had  been  pointeci  out  by  his  noUe 
and  learned  Friend  opposite — namely,  that 
from  the  inquiry  to  be  carried  on  by  ooo- 
missioners  under  the  operation  of  tne  bUI 
which  had  been  proposed  by  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheouer, 
'■  and  which  the  GoTemment  hoped  to  naTe 
'  passed,  various  questions  of   law  might 
I  arise,  which  might  come  by  way  of  tpj^al 
!  or  writs  of  error  before  tneir  Lordsliips, 
:  sitting  in  their  judicial  capacity.     Under 
I  such   circumstances,  he  was  always  de- 
sirous  that  no  movement  should  be  made 
in  that  House  which  might  be  avoided, 
until  it  re^^ularly  came  up  in  the  shape  of 
a  legislative  measure,  or  by  way  of  appeal 
to  its  judicial  character.     Until  that  hap- 
pened, lie   was  anxious  their  Lordships 
should  take  no  step,  and,  above  all,  that 
they  should  not  pledge  themsrlves  to  any- 
thing.   He  had  read  the  report  with  grrat 
attention,  and  he  agreed  in  much  that  had 
I  been   stated    bv   his   noble   and    learned 
Friend,  that  there  was  no  charge  made 
a^sin^t  the  f*ompt roller-general's  office^ 
th^High  there  might  be  many  things  in  it 
which  rrquired  amendment,  especially  under 
the  act  of  William  4th,  which  did  not  ap- 
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pear  to  him  a  very  wise  arrangement  On 
the  contrary,  he  thought  the  former  ar- 
ranffement  better.  However,  he  did  not 
wish  to  give  any  further  opinion  at  present, 
because  he  felt  it  woula  be  his  duty  to 
sustain  matters  as  they  were  until  the 
existing  evils  were  brought  to  a  close,  until 
it  was  settled  what  was  to  become  of  the 
holders  of  these  fraudulent  securities,  and 
then  to  amend  the  system,  and  take  care 
that  such  a  misfortune  should  not  happen 
again.  He  need  scarcely  repeat,  that  he 
should  wish  the  noble  Lord  to  withdraw 
his  motion ;  and  if  he  would  be  so  kind  as 
to  send  him  in  writing  the  words  he  wished 
to  have  inserted  in  the  bill  now  before  the 
other  House,  he  would  let  him  know  be- 
tween this  and  Monday  what  could  be 
done. 

Lord  Monleagle  said,  their  Lordships 
would  easily  imagine  the  course  he  should 
follow  on  the  present  occasion.  His  noble 
and  learned  Friend  lent  his  countenance  to 
the  proposition  that  there  should  be  brought 
before  the  commissioners  the  effects  of  any 
amendments  in  the  Comptroller-general's 
office.  That  was  entirely  nis  object,  but  he 
should  be  most  ungrateful  were  he  to  sit 
down  without  expressing  his  acknowledg- 
ments  that,  except  for  the  little  by-matter 
between  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  and 
himself,  he  had  been  led  to  know  that  on 
his  part,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  the  noble 
Duke,  there  was  no  charge  on  the  face  of 
the  documents  against  the  conduct  of  the 
Comptroller-general's  office.  With  respect 
to  his  own  feelings,  such  an  expression  of 
these  opinions  would  be  suffident ;  but  this 
was  a  matter  which  concerned  the  public, 
and  would  suniTe  the  noble  Duke  and  all 
who  now  heard  him,  and  therefore  it  was 
proper  all  doubts  should  be  solved  by  the 
inquirr  about  to  be  instituted.  Thanking 
their  Lordships  for  the  extent  of  the  in. 
dulgence  thejr  had  shown  him,  he  begged 
lo  withdraw  his  motion. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Friday,  March  4,  1842. 

Htwvm.]     BiLLo.     PuhUe^l*    Copyright;  Corn  Im- 

portitioDt  Foifed  Exchequer  Bitti. 
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Prtmte.^l^-    HoljruPtn  Roadi;  Newgate  Gaol  (Dublin). 

T-    Wton  eupir  Mire  Impeovcment ;  Boston  Harbour; 

Edinburgh  and  Glaiffow  Railway;  Cheltcnhain  and  Great 

Wortem   Uidan   Raihray;  St.  Paucna  Improrement ; 

Duke  at  Badftmrii  Estate;  St.  Austeirs  Market. 
PcriTMma  Paaasimo.   By  Mr.  Manlaod,  ftom  Manchas 
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St.  Marylebone,  and  other  plaeet,  and  other  hon.  Men- 
ben,  from  a  considerable  number  of  places,  tat  the  R*. 
peal  of  the  Corn-laws.— By  Sir  D.  Roche,  ftom  Millers 
of  Limerick,  and  an  boo.  Member  ftom  Miliars  of  Gkm* 
cestenhire,  to  Encourage  the  Importation  of  Wheat  ia 
preference  to  Flour. — By  an  hon.  Member,  ftom  Cora* 
law  Inspectors,  for  Compensatloo. — By  Mr.  F.  T.  Baring, 
ftom  Portsmouth,  for  Permitting  Foreign  Corn  in  Bosid 
to  be  Ground  for  Exportation. — By  Mr.  CaTcndlsh,  ftcsn 
You^uU,  i^nstsuch  Permission. — By  Mr.  Ainsworth* 
fkom  Little  Bolton,  and  Lord  G.  Benthick,  ftom  Lynn* 
against  the  Borough  Improvements  and  Buildings  flicgn- 
latioas  Bills.~By  Cokmel  CoooUy,  ftom  Letterkenny. 
for  the  AboUtion  of  Church   Patronage.— By  Mr.   J. 
Young,  ftxxn  Bailiborow,  and  other  places  (Irdand),  for 
Legalising  certain  Marriages  by  Dissenters.—- By  an  hon. 
Member,  ftom  Haverfordwest,  against  making  Bristol  tha 
point  of  comrounioatioo  with  Ireland.— By  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber ftom  TiTcrtoo,  for  Facilitating  the  Appointment  of 
Trustees  for  Charitable  Ot^eets— By  Mr.  Mltoalle,  ftom 
Tynemouth,  to  Exempt  Literary  and  Scientific  Institu- 
tions ftom  Taxation*— By  Mr.  Temiyaon  D'Eynoourt* 
ftom  OM  and  New  Kent  Roads,  for  the  Redemption  of 
Tolls  on  the  Metropolitan  Bridges;  and  ftom  Lambeth* 
for  a  Share  In  any  Grant  made  for  Metropolitan  Improra- 
ments. — By  Mr.  Litton,  ftom  Aughaulnr,  for  an  Atten- 
tion of  the  System  of  Education  (Ireland). — By  an  hon. 
Member,  ftom  Keiss,  for  the  Better  Obssnrance  of  tha 
Sabbaths— By  Sir  D.  Roche,  tram  Limerick,  for  Amend* 
ment  of  the  Municipal  Corporatioos  (Irdand)  Act;  and 
ftxxn  Licensed  Victuallers  of  Limeridi,  for  placing  thoea 
of  Ireland  and  England  on  the  same  footiiy.— By  Mr.  T. 
Dunoombe,  from  Mytoo,  for  an  Alteration  of  the  Poor- 
law.— By  Mr.  O'CuttneU,  ftom  Warrington,  for  a  Repnl 
of  the  Union.— By  Sir  Charles  Douglas,  ftom  Liverpool* 
and  Bridgewater,  in  favour  of  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions BiJL — By  an  hon.  Member,  ftom  Alnwidi,  for  Ra» 
consideration  of  the  Taaas  on  Land. 


Importation  of  Corn  from  Ame* 
RICA.]  Sir  R,  Peel  said,  that  the  hon. 
and  g;allant  Officer  opposite  had  the  other 
efening  gi?en  notice  of  a  motion  for  in* 
formation  respecting  the  time  occupied  by 
fessels  laden  with  corn  in  their  passage 
from  the  various  parts  of  the  United 
States  to  Liverpool,  lie  had  since  ascer- 
tained that  there  were  no  means  of  gaining 
official  information  on  this  point  directly 
from  the  Customs  at  Liverpool ;  but  he 
had  obtained  a  statement  from  the  Ame- 
rican consul  at  that  place,  which  would 
perhaps  answer  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Officer's  purpose,  and  if  so,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  could,  if  he  pleased, 
now  move  for  this  return. 

Sir  C.  Napier  said,  that  he  did  not  want 
to  go  to  the  American  consul  for  the  in- 
formation in  request.  He  should  have 
imagined  that  the  proper  quarter  whence 
to  obtain  it  was  the  Packet-office,  and  he 
was  only  sorry  to  find  that  the  accounts 
at  that  office  were  kept  in  so  extraordinary 
a  manner. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  the  information  he 
had  proflered  was  the  best  he  had  been 
able  to  obtain. 

Sir  C.  Napier  said,  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  satisfied  with  going  to  th^ 
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Amehctn  contal  for  infonnatioiii  be  had 
DO  objection  bimielf ;  and  the  bon.  and 
gallant  Officer  then  oioved  that  there  be 
laid  on  the  Table  a  return  of  the  number 
of  veuelt  laden  with  com  whtchi  between 
January  1,  1841,  and  January  I,  1842, 
arrived  at  Lirerpool  from  the  various  ports 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  number  of 
days  occupied  by  each  vetiel  on  the 
Toyage. 

Sir  R.  Peel  laid  the  return  on  the 
Table. 

Sir  C.  Napier  said,  that  the  return  in- 
cluded the  vessels  laden  with  flour^  infor- 
mation as  to  which  he  had  not  asked  for. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  the  vessel  of 
which  the  bon.  and  g;allant  Officer  spoke 
in  the  first  instance  was  laden  with  1 ,000 
barrels  of  flour. 

Sir  C.  Napier  said,  the  flour  did  not 
come  from  him,  but  from  an  hon.  and 
gallant  Officer  opposite. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

LossF.n  AT  PoaTENDic]  An  hon.  Mem" 
btr  begged  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  whether 
any,  and  if  any,  what  progress  bad  been 
made  in  the  negotiation  with  France,  in 
relation  to  the  indemnity  claimed  by  cer- 
tain British  subjects,  for  losses  sustained 
in  trade  at  PortendiCf  in  Africa,  from  the 
conduct  of  the  French  authorities. 

•Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  some  time  ago,  he 
believed  in  April,  1840,  a  joint  commis- 
sion was  appointed  by  the  Governmcnis  of 
this  country  and  France,  for  the  purpose 
of  inquiring  into  the  claims  on  account  of 
the  Portendic  affair,  and  in  the  hope  of 
coming  to  tooie  satitfactorv  settlement. 
There  had  been  frequent  delays  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  commiuion,  but  very 
recently  the  Knglish  commissioner  had  re- 
turned to  Paris,  and  the  proceed  mgs  were 
renewed.  Without  being  able  to  convey  a 
distmct  impresMon  to  the  House,  he  enter- 
tained the  hope  that  the  commissioner 
wou  d  be  able  to  come  to  some  aatisfjc- 
tory  conclusion.  If  that  hope  should  be 
disappointed,  and  the  commissioners  be 
unablv  to  come  to  any  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion, he  would  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  giving  notice  of  the  interruption. 


ErricT  or  Coais  Avr.R.«Gi:%  os 
Tiriir.H.]  Mr.  .Vi/arr  Gibson  witbcd  to 
know  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  the  Governmeut  whether  any 
coAmuaicatioQ  oo  the  pari  of  cei tain  dig* 


nitaries  and  clergy  of  the  Established 
Church,  had  taken  place  with  any  Member 
of  her  Majesty's  Government,  relative  to  the 
new  system  of  taking  the  com  averagtt, 
and  eapressing  a  fear,  on  the  part  of  tbe 
Church,  that  drawing  the  averages  froa 
an  increased  number  of  towns  would  have 
an  unfavourable  effect  on  the  tithe-ieni 
charge ;  also  praying  the  Oovemmeol  to 
adhere  to  the  eiisting  system  of  averages, 
on  account  of  that  apprehension. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  forty  or  fifty  letters  every  day  on 
the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws,  and  he  cooM 
not  undertake  to  speak  as  to  tbe  contenli 
of  them  all.  He  had  seen  some  letten  on 
the  subject  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
referred,  drawing  exactly  opposite  conclu- 
sions. He  was  not  aware  of  any  formal 
communication,  such  as  be  supposed  the 
hon.  Member  referred  to,  at  leut  he 
had  received  none.  He  had  no  communi- 
cation on  the  subject  referred  to,  except 
individual  letters,  and  those  in  no  great 
number,  and  no  formal  communication 
from  any  body  of  men. 

Corn  AVRRIGBS— ADDmONALToWKS.] 

Lord  J.  Russell  said,  he  hud  uodentood 
from  the  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  that  before  the  House  went  into 
committee  on  the  Com*Bill«  the  list  of 
new  towns  would  undergo  re-investiga- 
tion, with  a  view  of  seeing  whether  aar 
had  been  impn»perly  selected,  or  any  whieii 
should  be  left  out.  He  had  received 
several  letters  on  this  part  of  the  sulijed, 
stating,  that  there  were  places  in  aoose 
partictilar  counties  wheni  there  was  a  re- 
gular com  trade  excluded,  and  aome  where 
very  little  corn  was  sold  left  in  the  list. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  there  had 
been  any  partialitjr«  Uit  he  wished  to 
know  whether,  at  any  time»  there  would 
be  a  statement  of  the  reasons  for  decidinf 
on  the  particular  towns  which  had  been 
■elected. 

Sir  R.  Peel :  Let  me  bring  up  the  bill, 
and  1  will  answer  the  qtiestioo. 

<'oR!«-LaW9  «-  MlJIISTBailL     PtAJf  — 

(FiR'*T  Rp.ADiNo  or  tiir  Bill^.]  The 
Bill  brought  in  and  lead  a  nm  time. 
On  the  motion  for  fixing  the  eeoood  read- 
ing. 

Sir  R.  Peel  aaid,  he  would  take  that 
opportunitv  of  answering  the  question 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  Just  put.  This 
bill  had  beeu  diavo  op  iaeottwuulj  with 
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the  retoluttoos  which  bid  passed  through 
oommittee,  and  assented  to  by  the  House. 
It  had  been  drawn  up  in  general  confor- 
mity with  the  explanation  which  he  had 
maoe  on  the  part  of  her  Majestv's  Go- 
vernment on  moving  fur  leave  to  nring  it 
There  were  one  or  two  points  which 


in 


it  might  be  convenient  now  to  state  with 
respect  to  it.     In  the 'first  place,  with  re» 
spcNct  to  the  present  inspectors,  he  had  re- 
ceived a  great  many  communications,  re- 
presenting the  hardship  of  immediately  re- 
moving them,  and  that  removal  would  give 
ground  for  claims  for  compensation,  which 
be  was  certainly  very  anxious  to  avoid, 
when  it  could  be  done  consistently  with  the 
due  performance  of  the  public  service.  The 
arrangement  which  he  propoeed  to  make 
with  respect  to  inspectors  was  this — in  all 
new  towns  to  place  the  averages  under  the 
Excise-officers,  acting  under  the  authority 
of  the  Board  of  Excise.    In  existing  towns 
to  continue  in  ofiice  those  inspectors  who 
might  be  perfectly  efficient  for  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  and  to  place  them 
under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Excise. 
Power  was  to  be  given  to  the  Treasury, 
acting  in  concurrence  with  the  Board  of 
Trade,  if  they  deemed  it  advisable,  to 
grant  superannuation   allowances  to  in- 
spectors removed  from  office,  where,  from 
length  of  service  and  good  conduct,  they 
might  be  entitled  to  retiring  allowance. 
The  whole  duty  would  be  performed  by 
the  Excise  without  expense,  or  at  a  very 
small  additiooal  expense  to  that  attending 
their  other  functions.  There  would,  there- 
fore, be  a  saving  of  the  chief  part  of  the 
present  expense  of  taking  the  averages. 
With  regard  to  the  period  at  which  he 
propoeed,  that  his  bill  should  come  into 
operation-^a  point  on  which  a  question 
was  put  to  him  the  other  night — as  the 
bill  was,  in  every  instance,  a  relaxation  or 
remission  of  existing  duties,  it  appeared  to 
bin  desirable  (and  be  trusted  all  would 
concur  in  this)  that  when  the  bill  received 
the  assent  of  the  Legislature,  it  should 
oome  into  openition  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Its  jDractical  operation  might  be  postponed 
untu  the  new  system  of  averages  could  be 
applied  to  the  regulation  of  the  duties,  or 
the  new  duties  might  be  regulated  for  a 
short  period  by  the  present  system  of  ave- 
rages.   He  thought,  upon  the  whole^  that 
it  was  for  the  pul^ic  interest  that  the  bill 
should  come  into  operation  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  therefore  he  did  not  propose  that 
it  should  wait  for  the  new  system  of  ave- 
rages.   The  bill|  tbereibfe,  upon  passing 


into  a  law,  would  come  immediately  into 
effect.     The  new  duties  would  be  regu- 
lated by  the  old  averages  at  first,  and,  at 
the  termination  of  the  first  six  weeks,  the 
new  averages  would  take  effect    With  re- 
spect to  the  noble  Lord*s  question,  the  re- 
vision in  the  list  of  towns  which  had  been 
promised  had  taken  place.     He  had  stated 
from  the  first,  that  in  extending  the  area 
from  which  the  returns  were  collected,  his 
object  was  to  have  more  accurate  means  of 
judging  of  the  quantity  of  com  sold,  and 
of  the  price  of  tnat  corn,  and  also  to  take 
additional  precaution  against  fraudulent 
combinations  for  the  purpose  of  affecting 
the  averages.    He  had  uniformly  stated, 
at  the  same  time,  that  in  adding  to  the 
list  of  towns,  he  had  no  design  to  affect  in- 
directly the  amount  of  protection  to  do- 
mesiic  produce.      He  did  not  wish    to 
diminish  the  average  price,  or  raise  the 
duty  by  increasing  the  number  of  towns. 
The  noble  Lord  asked  on  what  principle 
the  towns  had  been  selected.     It  was  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  act  on  any  very  satis* 
factory  principles  in  the  selection.     It  was 
not  very  easy  in  towns  in  which  there  were 
no  inspectors  to  ascertain  their  relative  im- 
portance, or  the  quantity  of  com  sold.     It 
was  evidently  very  difficult  to  determine 
the  importance  of  the  markets  in  towns  so 
circumstanced.     But  in  the  revision  of  the 
list  of  towns,  they  had  acted  on  this  prin- 
ciple, which  appeared  to  him  a  fair  one* 
At   present,  there  were  150,  or  perhaps 
151  towns,  in  which  averages  were  collected 
by  means  of  inspectors,  and  of  these  a  cer- 
tain number  were  in  the  midst  of  agricul- 
tural districts,  and  a  certain  number  were 
chiefly  of  a  manufacturing  and  commercial 
character.    They  took  first  the  manufoo- 
turing  and  commercial  towns  which  were 
not  now  included  in  the  list,  and  added 
them  to  the  existing  number.     They  then 
made  a  selection  of  towns  in  sgricultural 
districts,  and  attempted  to  maintain  the 
same  ratio  between  them  and  the  manufac- 
turing towns  added,  which  existed  between 
the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  towns 
of  the  existing  list.    That  was  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  they  attempted  to  proceed. 
The  noble  Lord  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  list,  and  of  course  of  showing 
omissions  in  it  if  there  should  be  any.  Some 
gentlemen  might  have  local  information, 
which  he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  had  not  the  means 
of  procuring.    There  might  be  errors  in 
tbe  list  of  towns,  and  some  which  were 
omitted  might  be  of  greater  iniportance 
thao  some  woich  were  selected.  Re  could 
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only  K:iy»  that  he  had  taken  all^thc  mrans 
ill  Ills  p<iwer  to  collect  the  inoHt  important 
towns,  and  if  any  one  could  noiut  out  an 
ernir,  it  would  be  a  subject  tor  discussion 
when  the  bill  was  in  committee.     It  was 
his  wish — subject  of  course  to  the  pleasure 
of  the   House — that  an  the  sense  of  the 
House  had  been  marked  with  respect  to 
the   resolutions,   the  measure   should   be 
framed  as  rapidly  as  it  could,  consistently 
with  that  degree  of  deliberation  which  the 
House  might  think  tit  togireto  its  details. 
He  would,  therefore,  propose  to  fix  the 
second  reading  for   Slonaay  next.     If  it 
bhould  be  desired  again  to  debate  the  mea- 
sure upon  the  principle,  and  if  other  busi- 
ness should  prcfcnt  there  being  time  for 
considering  it— of  course,   he  would  not 
bring  it  forward  at  an  hour  unsuitable  for 
that  discufision.     If  the  sense  of  the  House 
was  in  favour  of  the  bill»  as  an  improve- 
ment of  the  existing  law,  he  would  do  all 
in  his  power  to  bring  it  into  spetily  opera- 
tion— not   pressing  it  on  unduly  against 
the  wi»h  of  those  who  might  be  inclined  to 
take  ftart  in  the  discu^ion  of  it.     He  be- 
lirfed  the  bill  would  beprinteil  to-morrow. 
He  shiiuld  fix  Monday  for  the  seamd  read- 
ing, with  the  understanding  that,  if  the 
biiHin(*ss  of  supply  should  mrupy  the  at- 
tention  of  the  Hou^e  until  a  late  period  on 
that  evening,  the  second  reading  should  be 
fixe<l  for  a  future  day. 

Rill  to  lie  rt>ad  a  second  time  on  Mon- 
day. It  was  ultimately  fixitl  fur  Wednes- 
day. 

The  MAMTArrriirii^^TiiF  Thick 
Sr^>TKM.^  Mr.  (\Mt'n  hail  to  claim  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Ifoutf  in  a  matter  |ii'r9onal 
to  hiniwlf.  It  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  Houv,  that  a  wivk  ago,  an 
hiin.  Mcnilirr  had  stated  mmc  farts  n*fer. 
ring  to  him.  It  was  stated,  that  while 
he  waA  aim  plaining  of  the  o|N*ration  of  the 
(*oni-Iaw<(.  he  was  working  h>s  niilli  night 
and  day.  bv  which  cruel  mearnt  he  hjd 
amaMeil  a  I>irgr  f«irtunr.  The  farts  not 
bein;;  then  within  his  knowK-dge.  he  did 
nut  think  pni|irr  to  an«(wcr  thin  •ttatrment ; 
but  hi-  hjd  writtm  into  the  nmntrv  for 
the  fiill«*«it  and  nitnt  pnviti*  information, 
that  he  might  me«*t  the  rhargef  with  Mate* 
meut<«  i*rf4«  ts.  He  might  tir^t  mention. that 
the  concern  in  whiih  he  uas  intrrcstrd, 
rmpluVi^tl  ti'M*  per^iiin,  and  during  the  last 
ei(;hteen  moiithn  they  had  employed  at 
ni^ht  twenty  men  Of  then*,  ten  were 
employed  from  the  .list  of  July  to  the  4th 

of  September,  and  duriog  the  loog  iatenml 


he  had  mentioned,  eighteen  months,  ten 
were  employed  casually  in  finishing  up 
particular  dressings,  work  which  the  busi- 
ness occasionally  required.  Now,  the 
charge  of  cruelty  towairds  himself  of  course 
implied,  that  the  same  men  were  employed 
night  and  day.  He  might,  therefore,  be 
allowed  by  the  House  to  explain  that  they 
had  furnished  work  by  night  to  hands  wIki 
were  out  of  work,  and  who  would  have  had 
nothing  else  to  do,  if  they  had  not  em- 
ployed them.  He  would  read  an  extract 
from  the  letter  he  had  received  on  this 
point.     It  was  as  follows :-« 

"  I  only  with  we  could  employ  500  extra 
hands  at  ni^rht  at  the  present  time ;  we  could 
have  .5,000  if  wc  required  them,  and  very  glad 
the  poor  fellows  would  l>e  to  get  to  work  at 
at  night,  lliu  working  men  were  never  so 
badly  ofl*  as  they  are  at  the  present  time  since 
I  can  remember." 

Now  he  might  mention,  with  regard  to 
the  cotton-printing  business,  as  the  House 
did  not  seem  to  have  a  very  clear  know- 
ledge of  the  distinction  between  a  cotton 
mill  and  a  print  work,  that  cotton  print- 
ing, like  some  other  branches  of  trade,  had 
its  seasons,  and  to  prevent  a  cotton  printer 
from  occasionally  employing  half  a  score 
men  at  night,  in  |iarticular  seasons,  would 
be  like  intenlicting  the  printing  of  maga- 
zines, which  were  required  once  a  month, 
or  of  news|iapers,  or  any  other  work  which 
was  rc<]uircd  to  be  performed  in  a  very 
short  iMrriod.  Me  mentioned  this,  in  order 
that  hon.  Itentleiiien  might  know,  that 
there  was  a  distinction  between  a  cotton 
print  work  and  a  spinning  mill.  He  hoped 
that  the  two  had  not  heen  confounded, 
from  a  desire  of  fixing  upon  him  that  pecu- 
liar odium  which  seemed  to  be  attached  to 
the  cotton.uiill.  Detween  the  two  there 
%vas  in  fact,  no  more  analogy  than  between 
a  cotton- mill  and  that  Hmise.  The  hon. 
(■entleman  opposite  had  made  a  sweeping 
charge  against  the  Anti-(  orn.law  League, 
stating  that  the  manufacturers  who  be- 
longetl  to  that  body  |iaid  their  wages  upon 
the  tnick  system.  Now,  that  as  a  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  or  at  best  an  evasion  of 
the  law,  was  a  very  serious  charge ;  and 
as  he  was  pniud  to  avow  himself  a  very 
CfMi4picu«Mis  member  of  the  Anti-Com-law 
licaguc.  he  hoped  he  might  be  allowed  to 
state,  as  far  as  he  was  interested,  how  far 
that  charge  was  deserved.  He  would 
read  another  extract  from  the  letter  to 
which  he  had  referred  :— 

"  You  are  aware,  that  our  wages  are  paid 
every  Saturday  Bomiagi  and  oar  rule  is,  that 
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every  person  oo  the  works  shall  be  paid  by 
eight  o*clock  with  money,  so  that  they  can  lay 
out  their  money  to  the  best  advantage,  when 
and  where  they  please.*' 

Now,  Dothiog  could  possibly  be  more 
futile  than  for  a  person  like  himself  to 
stand  up  there  and  to  disclaim  the  truck 
system  if  he  practised  it;  for  he  could 
assure  them  that  the  shopkeepers  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  any  large  establishment 
were  exceedingly  jealous,  and  very  acute 
in  perceiving  who  were  the  parties  who  paid 
in  money  and  who  were  not  He,  there- 
fore, begged  to  say,  in  answer  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  that  he  had  paid 
20,000/.  a  year  for  wages  for  some  years, 
and  that  he  had  nevereither  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, been  concerned  in  keeping  any  shop 
about  the  establishment;  every  wthing 
had  been  paid  in  money.  That  ^t  was 
notorious  to  erery  one  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  establishment  to  which  he  be- 
longed. And  now  he  must  be  allowed  to 
state,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
when  he  made  his  charge  so  broadly,  with- 
out excepting  him,  was  aware  at  the  time, 
from  an  hon.  Gentleman  opposed  to  him 
in  politics,  who  lived  near  to  nis  establish- 
ment, and  who  had  told  the  hon.  Member, 
that  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  that  charee 
was  unfounded.  He  now  called  on  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wigan,  though  an  oppo- 
nent in  politics,  to  state  whether  every 
word  he  had  now  alleged  was  not  the 
troth.  As  he  had  said  a  week  ago,  he 
would  however  repeat,  that  he  considered 
this  to  be  a  very  undignified  occupation 
for  that  House,  and  he  might  be  allowed 
to  state,  that  in  future  he  hoped  he  should 
not  be  expected  to  come  forth  and  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  in  refuting  charges 
of  this  kind  from  the  same  quarter.  If 
any  hon.  Gentleman  should  condescend  to 
take  the  slightest  interest  in  his  personal 
character,  he  would  refer  him  to  his 
neighbours  and  to  his  work-people.  He 
would  refer  him  directly  to  tiiem,  and  if 
anv  hon.  Gentleman  in  that  House  or  out 
of  It,  should  take  upon  himself  to  speak  as 
to  his  character,  he  should  wish  to  observe 
towards  that  person  the  golden  rule  of 
**  doing  unto  others  as  he  would  have 
others  do  unto  him,"  and  institute  inquiries 
as  to  his  character  in  his  own  neighbour- 
hood. Before  sitting  down,  be  mteht  be 
allowed  to  stale,  that  an  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  that  House  had  been  entrusted  with  a 
declaration  from  a  large  body  of  indivi- 
duak  in  Lancashire,  who  had  reauested 
Urn  (0  by  befoce  that  House  a  aistinct 


denial  of  the  charges  so  broadly  made 
against  the  members  of  the  Anti-Com-law 
League.  He  was  much  obliged  to  the 
House  for  the  patience  with  which  they 
had  heard  him. 

Mr.  VUUerM  said,  that  as  he  was  the 
person  that  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Stockport  had  referred  to,  as  having  in 
his  possession  certain  statements  made  by 
persons  who  had  been  charged  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Knaresborough,  the  House 
would,  perhaps,  allow  him  at  this  moment 
to  call  their  attention  to  their  contents. 
The  House  would  remember  the  drcunu 
stances  under  which  those  charges  were 
made ;  it  was  on  the  occasion  of  the  motion 
which  he  had  made  on  the  Corn-laws,  and 
upon  the  Member  for  Knaresborough  speak- 
ing upon  the  question,  and  resting  his 
argument  against  it  upon  certain  dings 
which  be  imputed  to  those  manu^turers 
who  had  contributed  to  the  Corn-law 
League.  Those  charges  were  of  so  serious 
a  character,  and  appeared  to  produce  so 
striking  an  effect  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House,  that  he  was  induced  to 
observe,  in  his  reply,  that  the  matter 
could  not  rest  where  the  hon.  Member  had 
left  it,  and  that  he  thought  that  the  Mem- 
ber who  had  so  assailed  the  character  of 
these  persons,  as  well  as  those  who,  by 
their  cheers,  marked  their  belief  in  his 
statements,  were  bound  to  take  some  steps 
to  substantiate  them.  What  passed,  how- 
ever,  in  the  House  that  night  having  be- 
come matter  of  notoriety  out  of  the  House, 
many  of  the  persons  whose  characters  were 
thus  impugned,  were  advised,  as  &r  as 
those  charges  were  of  a  specific  character, 
so  fiu*  to  notice  them  as  would  satisfy  the 
public  of  their  incorrectness.  What  he 
neld  then  in  his  hand,  was  a  document 
which  had  been  forwarded  to  him  that 
morning,  containing  the  extract  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech,  with  a  decla- 
ration under  it,  signed  by  seventy-two 
among  the  princi]^  manu&cturen  in 
Lancfuhire,  who  were  chief  contributon 
to  the  Corn-law  League,  and  which,  with 
the  leave  of  the  House,  he  would  thea 
read.  It  b^ns  with  the  passage  in  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech,  which  was  as 
follows : 

^  When  detailing  the  other  night  the  misery, 
the  oppression,  the  plunder  and  robbery,  com- 
mitted on  the  poor  by  the  Anti-Com-law 
League  manufacturers,  I  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  House  the  evils  of  the  truck  sys- 
tem. I  have  since  received  some  farther  m- 
fonnation  upon  that  subject.    Bot  befbrt  I 
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rtad  to  the  House  a  statemtot  which  wiil  make 
al  stand  aghast,  which  will  frtoa  its  blood 
with  horror,  I  with  particularly  to  re-assart,  in 
the  presence  of  the  House,  that  I  do  not  charge 
the  whole  of  the  manufacturers  of  England 
with  being  parties  to  this  nefarious  STstem. 
I  pofitifely  declare,  that  I  charge  onW  the 
Anti*Coro-law  League  manufbcturefs.  1  have 
been  told  by  many  maoufactaren  in  my  own 
neighbourhood  as  honourable  men  as  ever 
U?M,  and  of  whose  society  I  am  proud — I 
hafe  been  told  by  them,  time  after  time,  that 
they  cannot  compete  with  the  AntiXom-law 
League  manufacturers,  because  it  was  tlieir 
practice  to  pay  their  men  in  money,  and  not 

in  goods The  manner  in  which 

the  law  wu  etaded  was  thus  described.  On 
Saturday  the  people  went  into  a  room  to  re- 
ceife  their  wages.  They  were  paid  at  the 
time  in  asooey,  but  instead  of  retiring  by  the 
door  through  which  they  entered,  they  had  to 
pass  into  snother  room,  in  which  sat  a  person 
who  kept  the  books  of  the  truck  shop,  and  to 
whom  the  workmen  bad  to  pay  every  farthing 
that  they  had  eipended  during  the  pre? ious 
week  in  buying  goods  and  clothing;  and  if  it 
were  proviKl  Uiat  any  one  of  the  men  had 
purchased  one  single  mrthing's  worth  of  goods 
from  any  other  shop  than  that  which  belonged 
to  his  masur,  be  was,  without  one  word  of 

eiplanation,  diMharged It  is  a 

notorious  fact,  that  the  master  manufacturers 
clear  75  per  cent,  by  the  goods  they  sell  to 
their  wonimen." 

He  had  Ukeo  tbe  liberty  of  ataU 
log  at  the  time  that  he  thou^t  tbeee 
duurgue  ought  not  to  rest  there,  mod  that 
tboee  who  cheered  the  boo.  Member, 
were  bound  to  eee  that  he  eatablished  his 
durgea  against  the  persona  whoee  charac- 
ters were  attached.  The  manufacturers 
hatrinff  oonudered  hia  statement,  had,  in  a 
forowT  and  deliberate  manner,  drawn  up 
the  following  denial  of  the  charges  :— 

*"  We,  the  undersigned  manufhetuiers,  and 
others,  encaged  in  and  coo!iected  with  the 
cotton  trade,  being  subscribers  to  the  Anti- 
Com-law  Leapue^  baring  read  with  fseUngs  of 
disgust  and  mdignation  the  above  eatracts 
from  Mr.  Ferrand  s  speech,  do  hereby  repu- 
diate, in  the  nsost  uneouivocal  manner,  the 
charges  therein  contained,  and  do  dedare  that, 
aa  far  as  we  are  coneemed,  they  are  utteriy 
destitute  of  truth ;  that  we  keep  no  track  shops, 
and  that  we  do  not  pa?  our  wotk^people  in 
any  other  way  than  in  the  current  ooin  of  the 
realm. 

'^Sijped  by  seventy-two  Members  of  the 
Anii^^orn-law  League.** 

Thia,  Sir,  !a  what  theee  pemna  eaid  to 
the  chargea  kought  apinat  them  in  thb 
HoiMe  b^  the  Imo.  oeotlemao;  he  had 
read  thtir  ommu  to  the  Houact  nod  he 
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tleman  with  the  liat,  with  their  rest- 
dencea  appended  ^  and  he  thought  now 
that  the  Motise  would  say,  that  Uiat  hon. 
Gentleman  was  bound  to  jtutify  or  retract 
what  he  had  atated. 

Mr.  Ferrand  /  firtt  of  all,  in  reply  to 
the  hoo.  Member  for  Stockport,  I  beg 
leave  most  distinctly  to  state  that  1  did 
not  cham  him  with  cruelty  to  hia  work* 
men.    The  hon.  Member  haa  not  given 
me  notice  of  this,  but  so  far  u  I  can  re- 
collect at  the  moment,  I  ahall  state  what 
I  said.    I  said  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport,  whilst  night  after  night  he  waa 
proclaiming  that  the  Com-lawa  were  the 
cause  of  the  distresa  of  the  country,  waa 
working  hia  mills  both  day  and  night.    I 
never  used  anch  an  expreasion  u  **  abo- 
minable cruelty,**  and  I  never  referred  to 
ill-treatment  of  bia  towards  his  workmen. 
The  hon.  Member  aaid,  that  1  charged 
him  with  practising  the  truck-eystem.    I 
never  did  charf^  him  with  that.     If  it 
was  my    intention   to    charge  the  hon. 
Member  with  practising  the  truck  system, 
I  should  have  plainly  toM  him  ao  in  hia 
presence.    An  hon.  Member,  as  he  haa 
stated  to  the  House,  had  previously  told 
me  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport 
was  not  guilty  of  the  truck  system,  that 
he  paid  his  workmen  in  money.    I  hope 
I  have  said  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  hon. 
Member  that  I  did  not  charge  him  with 
the  truck  system.    With  regard  to  what 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  has 
stated,  I  beg  leave  to  assert  that  I  am 
prepared  to  prove,  by  credible  witnesses, 
oefore  a  committee  of  thia  House,  that 
members  of  the  Anti-Com-law  League 
paid  their  workmen's  wages  in  jpoda.  [An 
non.  Member^  *'You  charged  the  whole 
of  them.*']     I  did  not  say  all.    I  never 
used  the  word  "  all.**    But  now  I  again 
assert  that  I  am  prepared  to  prove,  on 
the  oath  of  magistrmtes,  of  clergysaen,  of 
gentlemen  of  bigh  standing,  of  manufac- 
turers, of  tradeamen,  and  of  workpeople, 
who  have  given  |me  their  namea  aince  I 
brought  this  question  before  the  House, 
and  who  have  declared,  not   only  that 
they  are  ready  to  come  forward  before  a 
comsaittee  to  prove  what  1  have  aasertod, 
but  what  an  boo.  Member  of  tha  other 
aide  of  the  House  eaid  he  was  ready  to 
do,  they  are   prepnred    to  prove  every 
word  1  have  ataied,  and  ten  timea  aaore. 

Mr.  VUUtrt  roee  and  aaM,  1  muat  rt* 
peat  as  distinctly  and  nnequifocnlly  aa  I 
oiBt  thai  tko  boo.  GtntlMan  dU  chiifi 
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["  Crks    of.  meat  to  cxttod  it.     SuppuJog  the  infor- 
r."]  I  inatioD  could  be  obtained,   aod  he  fe.irtd 

The  Chcmctllor  of  tht  ExchegiuT  tou  itnould  beditliculttog«lii,  wouldihe  Hob. 
to  order.  He  would  luggeit  that  whin  .  Member  Tor  Sairord  propoie  an  inquiry 
tn  hoo.  Member  declared  poaitively  that  he  into  the  trucL  aystem?  He  hoped  hewoald 
did  not  use  certain  «ord«,  it  waa  not  con-  I  do  ao,  for  knowing  aa  he  did,  thai  ibe 
aiatent  with  the  uuge  of  Parlianeal  for  !  truck  lyaiem  exiiled  to  a  great  extent  in 


another  hon.  Genllenen  to  ri 


ately  and  positively  deny  that  atatemenl. 
Mr.  LahoHchert  ros«  alaoloordei 


ramedi-    the  part  of  the  kingdom  with  which  ht 


waa    immediately   connected,    after    the 
statements  which  had  been    made. 


did  not  undergtand  hii  hon.  Friend  the  j  thought  it  waa  utterly  impoasible  for  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  to  assert  that  |  matter  to  rest  in  ila  present  suge.  Hb 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  charged  all    did  not  belicTc  it  waa  in  the  power  of  the 


Legislature  to  put  down  the  truck  lyattM 
completely,  but  by  inquiry  into  it,  nd 
making  public  the  result,  it  night  be 
much  checked. 

Mr.  Brotherton  intended  to  move  ibr 

a  return  of  the  cotton,  woollen,  hoae,  tod 

Villiert  aaid,  I  trust  the   House    >i1Ic  niH*.    i"  ^hich  the  truck  ayitem 

existed,  because  those  milli  were  regu< 


the  manufacturen,  but  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  charged,  aa  he  certainly  un- 
derstood the  hon.  Member  for  Knarei- 
borou^h  to  do,  the  bulk  of  the  maoufac- 
lurera  of  the  Anti-Gorn-Uw  League  with 
paying  their  men  by  the  truck  system. 
Mr.  Villiert  aaid,  I  trust  the  Ho 
will  allow  roe  to  state  what  did  lake  pli 


on  a  former  evening.  Hon.  Gentlemen  lated  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the  i 
present  can  bear  me  out  in  the  correctoeu  i  >p«ctora  could  f\imish  the  returoi.  With 
of  the  aUteraent.  I  did  misapprehend  '  "(pect  to  factories  not  subject  to  inspee- 
the  bon.  Member  for  Knaresborough  in  !  '■<>■>'  h^  ^^^  ^'^^  ^e  how  the  information 
one  respect.  In  my  reply  I  said  he  '  could  be  obtained.  His  ubject  was  not 
charged  all  the  manufacturers.     That  led    to  ■how  the  extent  to  which   the  truck 

"    '  ■  lyalom  existed,   for  he  believed,   that  it 

fas  not  practised  by  any  facloriea  aubject 

of  what  the  boo.  Gentleman    '<"  inspection  by  law.     He  had  made  in- 
quiry on  ibe  subject,   and  had  ascertained 
tnst  the  inspector  could  make  the  return. 
Lord  John  Riutell  said,  before  he  nude 
any  obaerration  amcernlDjic  the  second  tead- 


to  a  disclaimer  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  and  at  the  same  time  some  one  re- 
minded me  of  wh 
bad  aaid.  I  then  said,  "  I  understand  the 
hon.  Gentleman  limited  his  charge  to  all 
tbe  manufacturers  who  contributed  to 
the    aisocialton     of   the     Aoti-Corn-law 


League."     Tbe  bon.  Gentleman  Inuched    f"?  "^  *^  ^'^  ^^°^  '•>«  House,  he  thouaht 


his  bat,  aod  said,  "  Decidedly."  I  do  not 
aay  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  used  the 
word  "all,"  but  that  he  included  in  hi» 
charge  every  manufacturer  who  had  con- 
tributed to  the  Aati •Corn-League. 
The  Spiaker  said,  it  was  contrary 


irtant  that  the  House  should  under- 
stand the  manner  in  which  the  question 
rested  with  respect  to  accusations  brought 
againnt  certain  of  the  manufacturers  of  tnia 
country.  He  certainly  did  not  understand 
any  alleEation  to  have  been  made  poaitively 
of  all  the  manufacturera  belonging  to  the 


order  to   repeat  a  statement  to  which  a  l«  .V'"'^  manufacturers  b^«g,ng 

podtive  denial  had  been  given  by  the  hon.  Anti-Com-Uw   League.      He   unl. 

Member  for  KnaiwlMrongh.     When  any  ti'='^u«''''°  ^  have  been  made  w, 

*         "     ■  rr  made    a  statement  in  h.'l  "Pl-^tT  '^^  l-'  ^  Ta^'  *"  T  " 

,ld  not  be  questioned,  by  the  "^"'"f''"?^^  "f  .^"?^\ '".V"''^  *" 

U„M^   K-  -  -  -ikl    \  "^°^    belonging    to    the    AnU-Com-Iaw 

:  House  by  any  other  boo.  j.,^,^     rirtJfnU    n«  i™™-!™  -;.i. 


place,  it  con  I 
rule*  of  tbe 
Member. 


League.     Cutainly,   the  impression  with 
u     wit—        -J    .L       -f  >      ■  I  which  he  went  away — he  did  not  know  the 

».  aJU'T  "m-  *i!''  I'  '  '°"'5'"f*  P~<=^  ""'^  u^liwas,  that  the  accu«- 
hended  Oie  hon.  Member,  I  tm  ready  to  ^i^,  ^^  ij^d  to  the  great  bulk,  tfae 
receive  hn  explanation  that,  in.tewl  of  ^,^.1  major/ty  of  tho«  Eumufactu^, 
•11  the  raannracturen  of  the  Anti-Corn-  that  the  iener.1  Jescription  of  the  manu- 
law  league,  he  allnded.only  to  lome  mdi-    facturcrstelouging  to  tbe  Aati-Con>-Uw 


League  was,  ttut  Uiey  n 


e  guilty,  first,  of 


SirB.  HaU  said,  the  hon.  Member  for  fauSulent  practices  With  regard' to  their 
Salford  bad  a  motion  for  Tuesday  next  manufartuiea,  and.  in  the  second  place,  of 
for  returns  relative  to  the  truck  ajatem,  actually  eheatbg  their  workmen,  bv  paying 
upon  which  the  hon.  Member  fbt  Koares-  ,  them  in  goods  worth  25  per  ceot.  less  thaa 
bonush  bad  pro  notice  of  u  usend-  i  weie  chvged.    It  nofr  appeand,  h  ha 
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UDderatood  tlie  nplanktiim  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  KiureiboTougb,  that  what  he 
neant  wai  011I7  that  noie  of  the  manufac- 
turcn  of  the  Anti-Cont-Isw  League  were 
goiltj  of  the(e  practice*,  and  that,  to  that 
extent,  be  wai  nad/  tu  prore  his  ilate- 
ment.  That  certainly  wu  not  in  omlra- 
diction  with  the  declanlion  read  b;  bii 
bon.  Friend.  There  might  be  manufac- 
turer! belonging  to  the  Anii-Com-law 
League  who  had  been  guilty  of  theae  prac- 
ticn,  ai  there  might  Se  manufacturen  in 
favour  of  the  Corn-law  who  were  guilty 
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fellow-countrymen  were  really  influenced 


b*  Kudid  Tiewi  and  wlfith  intereati  lolelyt 
either  in  maintaining,  altering,  or  repeal- 
ing any  code  <rf'  lawi.  Chaigei  n  un- 
founded  ought  not  to  be  brought  forward 
by  any  one.  With  retpect  to  the  motion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  at  to  the 
reading  of  thi>  bill  «  tccund  time,  he  miut 
ny,  from  the  communication!  that  had 
been  made  to  him,  he  belicTcd  it  wi>  the 
intention  to  take  a  debate  upon  the  prin- 
ciple in  queition— whether  or  not  it  nbould 
be  made  the  letilement  of  a  qucttion  that 


re  guilty  be  made  the  letilement  of  a  qucttion  tbat 
,  charges  I  bad  been  mt  long  debated.  That,  tbeo, 
might  be  brought  againit  farmen.  Some  .  being  the  caae,  he  did  not  ny  that  the 
caiM  might  be  found  of  farmert  paying  the  ,  qucttion  could  be  brought  on  on  Monday, 
wagei  of  their  labourer*  in  a  very  narrow  and  that  they  could  ddate  and  divide  on 
andopprewve  manner.  What  wa*  to  be  the  queitton;  but  if  it  were  brought  on 
avoided,  if  poMible,  wa*  bringing  forward  |  after  the  ettimitc«,  it  would  be  impoMbb 
charge*  of  thit  kind  in  such  a  manner  a*  to  '  for  them,  with  any  effect,  to  entn  upon 
produce  the  impreinon  that  any  great  body    the  tecond  reading.     He  hoped,  then,   iho 


of  our  countrymen,   whether  engtged 
manufacture*  or  in  agriculture,  were  guilty 
of  fraudulent  pnictice*.    It  wu  much  '    ' 


ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  bring  on 
thu  bill  aAer  the  ettimatea,  for  it  couu  not 
lead    to    a    ntiifactory    terminal  ion. 


regretted   that   when    the    hun.   Member    certainly  wu  the  intention  to  take  the  do- 


made  an  accuMtion  ao  limited  and  hi  con- 
fined, that  he  did  not  exprat*  himself  more 
cautiouily,  and  much  more  guardedly  ;  and 
•hove  all,  that  thoae  who  firtened  to  him 
■hould  not  have  Initantly  oome  to  the  coa- 
dunon,  which  it  teemed  to  him  they  had 
now  arrived  at,  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
directed  hi*  charge*  agaiiut  all  the  manu- 
laetuten  who  were  member*  of  the  Anti- 
Com-law  League.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had,  on  further  expUnaiion,  itated,  that  he 
had  the  mean*  of  nringing  ehargca  agaiiut 
eertain  pertoni,  and  no  doubt  he  would 
have  the  opportunity  of  doing  10.  That 
WM  the  wav  in  wbkh  the  caie  reated  at 
pretent.  lie.  for  hi*  part,  had  heard  with 
pain  the  tpeech  <d  the  hon.  Member,  lie 
Lad  leen  with  very  great  pain,  likewite, 
the  chargei  that  were  to  be  found  in  many 
tpeechea  made  not  in  that  House,  but  out 
M  tbu  Houae,  by  ihote  who  belonged  to 
the  Anti  Corn-law  League.  There  were 
charge*  imputing  to  tbMe  who  were  for 
maintaining  the  Com -la  w*.  that  ihej 
wiibed  to  maintain  them,  and  were  ani- 
mated with  the  wiih  «o  to  maintain  them, 
in  order  that  thn  might  enjoy  ■  revenue 
at  the  eipense  of  the  people.  He  did  not 
think  that  anybody  would  deny  that 
■och  charge*  had  been  made.  What- 
ever a  perKm'*  occupation  might  be, 
t  node  of  occupation  might  bi 
I  views  «i  to  what  were  the 


that   1 


bate  and  aente  of  the  House  with  r^ard  to 
the  principle  of  the  InU. 

Mr.  Ferrand  had,  be  said,  aiserled  that 
there  were  frauds  perpetniled  in  manufRc- 
tvred  goods  in  this  country,  and  it  pre- 
vailed to  ■  very  great  and  frightful  extent. 
Not  only  that,  but  the  truck  system  wu 
daily  on  the  increase ;  and  what  would  be 
the  end  of  it  for  the  working  people  be 
knew  not. 

Mr.  Villiert  begged,  u  far  a*  hn  recol- 
lection differed  from  that  of  the  Honae,  to 
reed  just  ooe  line  of  the  ipeech  made. 

The  Sptoker  conceived  that  the  bon 
Member  muit  be  perfecilv  awire,  that  to 
reed  the  report  of  a  ipeech,  in  the  Session 
of  Psrliameot  in  which  that  speech  was 
tpokcD,  was  decidedly  irregular. 

Mr.  M.  Pkiiip$  wished  to  a*k  e  queation 
of  the  ri|ht  hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  Government,  as  well  as  the  Viee- 
Pretidcnl  of  ibe  Board  of  Trade.  It  was 
with  reference  to  a  portion  of  the  speech 
delivered  by  the  boo.  Member  for  Knaree- 
borough.  It  WIS  in  his  recollection  that 
the  boo.  Member,  in  discuuing  the  imck 
lyiiem.  had  maide  a  sweeping  charge, 
particuhuly  spinal  thoee  whoin  he  bad 
the  honour  to  represent — those  engaged 
in  the  msnufaciare  of  cotton.  It  had 
ight  bias  the  been  stated  by  the  boo.  Member,  (hat 
their  foreign  trade  had  soffered  from  that 


of  the  naiiooal  iatereM  -,  but  then  it  wa*    which  wu  deacribed  u  e  certain  practice 
■et  w  be  nppeMd  ibu  mt  pert  <f  ibeir  |  s(  aaio(  Bow  to  fill  ap  the  anbattoM  of 
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the  gfoodt.    Now,  be  wished  to  know  from  be  most  anxious  for  the  public  couTenience, 

either  of  the  right  hoo.  Oentlemen  oppo-  uid  the  public  conTenience  alone,  to  m 

lite,  if  they  had  beard  of  any  diminution  his  statement  that  day  week.    He  should 

in  their  foreign  trade  in  this  article,  from  not  insist  that  the  whole  of  the  anny  and 

the  mode  in  which  the  cotton  goods  were  navy  estimates  should  be  voted  before  he 

prepared  ?  made  his  statement.    He  wished  to  avail 

Sir  Robert  Peel  stated  he  could  only  himself  of  no  pretext  for  postponing  it;  but 

give  his  opinion  upon  facts  that  had  been  he  thought  it  was  of  great  importance  that 

represented  to  him.     He  had  no  recollec-  the  House  should  pronounce  an  opinion  on 

tion  of  having  seen  any  representation  of  the  main  branches  of  the  naval  and  military 

that  description.  service,  and  whether  the  general  views  of 

Subject  at  an  end.  the  country  coincided  with  what  the  Go- 
vernment deemed  to  be  the  necessary  de» 

FwANCUL  SxATEMBKT.l    Sir  R.  Peel,  ««»nd  to  be  made  upon  it     It  was  of  im- 

in  answer  to  the  question  put  to  him  by  P^T?""  *»»  ^^^  "««•«'  »5?"  ''**u"!  *** 

the  noUe  Lord  (Loid  John  Russell),  wished  <»P'?^°  «^ »«  *«  »"«»"»» "^  *^"*,^>  ^?* 

to  state  that  his  motive  for  naming  Monday  up  hoth  in  the  navy  and  army .    When  the 

for  the  second  reading  of  the  Cor^-Uw  Bill  """"^  ^  determined  what  they  considered 

was  solely  in  referent  to  the  public  inter-  *°"Jd  ^  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of 

est    and  the   general   convenience.     He  the  navy,  the  number  of  itt  seamen,  ami 

wished  it  shouU  he  known  that  what  he  f*""  the  upholdrng  the  miliury  force-when 

was  about  to  say.  in  answer  to  the  noble  T?*",/"/  th»e  purposes  were  reported,  ho 

Lord,  was  as  to  the  course  that  he  was  de-  '^^^  ^"^  himself  justified  m  proposing 

airous  to  pursue,  and  then  he  must  depend  t"'"*  *»•«  "^^  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 

enUrely  on  what  might  be  the  pleasure  of  ?'"^  P^  **«y»  "»*  Means,  and  on  the 

the  House.    He  recSved  daily  communica-  fo«nd»t«>n  of  the  vota  then  passed,  explmn 

tions  which  urged  upon  him  the  advantage  *«  "«*»  ""^  intentions  of  her  Majesty  s 

of  taking  the  earUest  opportunity  of  suting  Government.     As  he  had  said  before,  it 

what  were  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  Go-  '^  ^  o*",.  "np»w«>on  that  the  pubhc 

vemment  with  respect  to  financial  matters,  "uvenience  should  be  consulted  by  adopting 

and  the  commercial  affairs  of  this  country.  »•»«  pl*n  that  he  propoMd.     He  eamMtly 

He  felt  that  there  was  much  justice  and  \"H.  then  that  the  House  would  affirm 

force  in  these  representations,  and  therefore  *«  P™P**^  '^  <•»?  Government  with  regud 

it  was,  that  he  had  given  notice  for  voting  ^^.^j^l^^i*.  '^JH^  ^^T^.  ^.^. 

the  estimates  that  ~" 
army  in  a  committee 

dav  being  the  23rd  ol  „._>„,  .„..,  ,.w.«  --..-..«  -  ,. 

re^Uect  that  the  following  Friday  was  a  !»th  as  to  their  finances  and  commerce.   If 

day  on  which  they  could  not  meet.    On  **  *.*'«  ">ten«led.  however,  to  take  a  dja- 

the  24th.  Thursday,  there  would  then  be  a  '""'f?  "?,  H**  P"°"P'«  «*  *^  ™'s. 

necessary  interruption  to  their  attention  to  ^  hardly  hope  the  matter  would  be  dis- 

Parliamentary  business.  He  proposed,  then,  ?•**  f  ?"  Monday.    It  was.  however,  be 

that  the  estimates  for  the  iraiVandnavy  deemed,  better  for  him  not  to  rclinquuh  the 

should  make  such  progress  in  committee  of  J*T*  "  disponng  of  it  on  Monday  but  if 

supply  as  would  justify  him  in  explaining  ^  were  not  able  to  bring  on  the  bUl  early 

the  intentions  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  on  Monday,  and  he  would  not  propose  it 

both  as  to  their  financial  and  commercial  ""«f  he  could  do  »  at  an  early  hour,  then 

affairs.    Under  all   the  circumstances  in  *»«  »T"  ??»"«  *;  *^?.?^"y  ""*  ff  *• 

which  they  wereplaccd,he  was  mostanxious  '^^  reading.    He  did  not  mean,  he  re- 

not  to  postpone  liU  statement  beyond  that  Pf**?  "• »«,  V"^  »,*»?  f?»d  ."^"g  «» 

day  week.     Because,  if  he  did,  there  might  Monday  unless  he  could  bring  it  forward 

be  a  difficulty  in  the  House  coming  to  a  J*  »"«^"  «"'y  ""our  that  it  could  he  fully 

definite  judgment,  with  regard  to  hb  state-  "•*<="«*ea- 

ment,  before  ita  separation.     With  refer-        Lord  Johm  Rutsell  considered  it  proba- 

enoe  to  himself,  he  had  no  personal  conve-  hie.  that  the  navy  estimates  might  be  dis- 

nience  to  consult ;  but  seeing  the  interrup-  posed  of  that  evening,  or  early  on  Monday, 

tion  that  necessarily  took  place  in  commer-  After  the  statement  of    the  right   hon. 

ciul  transactions,  and  that  it  must  continue  Gentleman,  that  he  was  about  to  bring 

until  all  doubta  were  solved  with  respect  forward  that  which  was  of  so  much  im- 

to  the  intentions  of  Government,  he  should  pottance  to  the  country  at  this  moment. 
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he  hid  ft  rcqaast  to  mftke  of  hit  hon.  ftod 
g;tllftot  Friend  (Sir  A.  L.  Hfty)»  who  tftt 
Dftftr  hun»  ftod  who  hftd  given  notice  of  ft 
very  inporttnt  qneitioa  for  that  evening. 
However  important  the  question  was — and 
it  was,  he  admitted,  of  very  great  import, 
ance — etill  it  was  not  of  such  imporunce 
at  to  justify  his  hon.  and  gallant  Fnend 
in  preventing,  under  present  circum- 
stances,  their  proceedinn;   with  a  Com 


the  snms  neeessary  for  supply  of  the  navy 
and  army,  that  some  effective  inquiry 
should  be  nsade  as  to  the  religious  in- 
struction of  those  in  the  service  of  the 
Queen.  They  ought  to  remember,  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  these  troops  were 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  The 
portion  of  them  employed  in  the  navy  was 
not  so  great  as  in  the  army.  Irelandp 
however,  supplied   them  with  one  class. 


mittee  of  Supply.  He  hoped,  then,  that  for  whom  the  late  Lord  Collingwood  felt 
his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  would  be  in-  particularly  interested.  Ireland  did  not 
dnced  to  postpone  his  motion,  when  there  supply  as  rosny  seamen  as  England  ;  but 
was  not  such  a  pressure,  snd  allow  them  *  there  were  a  great  number  of  boys  pro- 
to  have  the  6nancial  statement  of  the  cured  from  Ireland,  who  were  found  to  be 
Government  before  them.  amongstthe  very  best  employed  in  that  ser- 

Sir  A.  Leitk  Hatf  felt  very  aniious  to  ■  vice.  It  being  certain,  that  a  considerable 
bring  forward  the  question  of  which  he  number  of  seamen  were  Roman  Catholics, 
bad  given  notice ;  but  as  a  wish  had  been  >  it  must  be  admitted  as  a  fact,  that  no 
eipressed  by  his  noble  Friendt  and  as  the  '  provision  was  made  for  religious  worship, 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  |  or  for  any  instruction  in  their  religion. 
First  Minister  of  the  Crown,  was  about  to  .  Not  one  single  shilling  was  allocated  for 
be  made,  he  should,  in  no  way ;  throw ,  that  purpose  in  the  navy.  The  aeamen 
an  impediment  in  that  which  was  of  such  j  had  no  communication  with  clergymen  of 
paramount  importance  to  the  country.        j  their  own  persuasion,  and  they  had  no 

Viscount  Hawick  considered,  that  it  religious  instruction.  This  fact  was  un- 
would  be  most  desirable  that  they  should  !  doubted,  and  he  submitted  that  some- 
not  hurry  forward  with  the  com  bill,  even  thing  ought  to  be  done  to  remedy  thi- 
though  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  pro- 1  destitution.  Not  only  were  thev  left  wttha 
mise  them  to  make  his  financial  state-  i  out  religioua  instruction,  but  from  oom- 
nsent.  If  the  bill  were  printed  to-morrow,  |  munications  he  had  received,  he  fcnnd 
there  woold  be  very  little  time  fur  const-  !  that  in  some— not  alk— but  comparatively 
dering  its  details.  It  would  be  of  great  in  many  of  the  vessels,  the  seamen  were 
advantage,  in  his  opinion,  when  they  compelled  to  attend  a  religtons  worship 
knew  what  wu  to  be  the  policy  as  lo  their  in  which  they  could  not  conscientiously 
trade  and  commerce— it  would  be  of  ad-  \  coincide.  That  was  an  evil  that  ought 
vantage  when  they  had  the  financial  to  be  remedied.  Then,  with  relation  to 
statement  of  tlie  Government,  to  have  the  coast  guard  in  Ireland,  he  had  to  ob- 
this  bill  before  them,  as  it  might  mate-  serve,  that  several  of  the  coast  guard  in 
ruilly  affect  the  question  as  to  what  sort  that  country  took  an  active  part  in  con- 
of  corn  bill  they  ought  to  have.  If  the  troversies  in  that  country.  There  was 
atatement  were  made  oa  so  eariy  a  day  as  one  portion  of  the  Achill  island  which 
Friday,  there  would  be  no  inconvenience  had  been  much  subjected  to  discussions  of 
in  having  the  debate  on  the  question  of  this  description.  This  unhappy  spirit  of 
the  Corn-law  Bill  postponed  until  they  dissension  had  been  attributed  to  some  of 
had  the  other  measures  before  them.  •  the    oflBcers   of   the   coast    guard,  who 

Subject  at  an  end.  '  alleged  u  their  excuse  an  order  from  the 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  Admiralty,  which  compelled  the  reading 
resolte  itself  into  a  Commiiiee  of  Supply  of  prayers  to  the  men  by  the  officer  oom- 
was  read.  j  mending  at  the  station.     If  such  an  in- 

Un  the  motion  that  the  Speaker  leave  '  struction  existed,  it  ought  to  be  produced  ; 
the  Chair,  j  if  it  were  denied,  then  it  must  be  known 

'  how  unjustifiable  wu  the  conduct  referred 

CiTiioLic  SAiLoas  iwD  SoLDiKRs.]  to.  Hc  wanted  to  know  whether  such 
Mr.  CtCcm—U  did  not  wish  to  deuin  the  ;  instructions  had  been  given,  and  if  they 
House  ou  the  tubject,  of  which  he  had  ;  had,  what  objection  there  could  be  to 
givrn  notice — religious  insUuctioo  in  the  |  their  being  produced  ?  Hc  now  contented 
aavy  and  army ;  but  it  was  of  vital  import-  ;  himself  with  aserely  calling  notice  to  the 
ftBce  connected  with  the  subject  of  voting   utter  destitution  of  rebgKNia  iaetmctioa 
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(br  Roman  Catholics  in  the  ntvil  sarriee 
by  clargymen  of  their  own  pertuatioo. 
The  hoo.  Member  concluded,  by  mofing 
for  a  copy  of  the  iottractioof  gi?en  to  the 
water  guard  in  Ireland  respecting  Divine 
serrice,  and  the  reading  of  prayers  to  the 
men. 

Sir  R.  Peel  had  not,  ha  said,  made  an 
inquiry  as  to  whether  there  were  such  in- 
structions ;  but  if  there  were  he  had  no 
objection  to  their  production.  As  to  the 
other  matters  to  which  bis  attention  was 
called,  he  considered  the  subject  of  too 
much  importance  to  enter  upon  it  when 
not  fully  prepared  to  discuss  it.  To  the 
motion,  he  begged  to  say,  that  he  made 
no  objection. 

Motion  agreed  ta   Question  again  put. 

Intasion  or  Spaiit.]  Viaoount  PaU 
merston  wished,  before  the  Speaker  left  the 
Chair,  to  ask  a  Question  of  the  righl  hon. 
Baronet  the  heaa  of  her  Majesty's  Goveru- 
ment.  As  the  subject  on  Which  he  wished 
to  make  an  inquiry  was  one  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
been  drawn  some  time  since  by  his  hon. 
Friend,  the  Member  for  the  Tower  Ham- 
lets, and  as  he  was  sure,  that  it  was  one  to 
which  the  deep  and  earnest  attention  of 
her  majesty's  Goremment  must  have  been 
given,  be  trusted,  that  he  should  be  ex- 
cused for  not  having  given  notice  of  his 
intention  to  ask  the  question,  and  he  was 
convinoedt  that  the  Government  would  be 
able  at  once  to  give  an  answer  to  it — the 
subject  to  which  it  related  was  the  nresent 
state  of  affidrs  in  Spain,  the  tranquillity  of 
that  country  being  threatened  by  an  irrup- 
tion ftom  France.  Since  the  time  when 
his  hon.  Friend  had  asked  a  question  on 
this  subject,  reports  had  beeome  still  more 
prevalent  of  an  organisation  going  on  in 
France  of  enlistments  being  made,  of 
dep6t8  being  formed  out  of  the  Cariist 
reuigees,  and  of  an  organiation  of  a  very 
extensive  character,  and  necessarily  in- 
volving the  expenditure  of  large  sums  at 
money.  That  these  things  were  now  gotnc 
on  in  France  was  a  matter  notorious  to  afi 
the  world;  and  it  was  also  known  that 
these  things  were  done  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  an  irruption  into  Spain— of  an 
irruption  into  Spain,  for  the  purpose  of 
forwarding  the  views  of  the  CarlisI  party. 
He  could  not  then  doubt,  under  such 
circumstances,  but  that  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment had  made  a  strong  representation 
00    these  matters  to  the  government  of 


France.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
stated  on  a  former  occasion  the  general 
interest  which  the  Government  of  EfUf^aiid 
took  in  the  present  established  order  of 
things  in  Spain,  and  upon  that  ground 
alone  such  representations  would  be  justi- 
fiable. But  the  Quadruple  Treaty  con- 
stituted still  stronger  grounds;  for  althou^ 
it  might  be  contended  that  that  treaty  had 
been  so  far  worked  out  that  it  could  not 
longer  be  appealed  to  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  upon  the  contracting  parties  to  take 
active  measures  in  pursuance  of  its  stipula- 
tions, yet  considering  that  the  spirit  of 
that  treaty  ought  to  animate  and  suide  the 
councils  both  of  France  and  England^ 
that  treaty  would  not  only  justify,  but 
seemed  absolutely  to  require,  that  the 
strongest  representations  should  in  the 
present  state  of  things  be  made  to  the 
French  government  on  the  danger  now 
threatened  to  Spain,  originatine  in  pro* 
ceedings  from  France,  and  which  the 
government  of  France  had  the  power  to 
prevent.  Therefore  it  was,  that  he  could 
not  doubt  but  that  the  English  Govern- 
ment had  made  strong  representations  to 
the  government  of  France  on  this  subject. 
Moreover,  he  took  for  granted,  that  the 
government  of  France  must  have  given  to 
Uie  English  Clovemment  assurances  that 
they  would  use  every  means  within  their 
power  to  prevent  the  combination  which 
was  now  going  on  in  that  country  from 
taking  e£f^.  He  could  not  believe,  that 
the  French  government,  owing  its  origin 
as  it  did  to  the  popular  wul— founded 
as  it  was  upon  popular  institutions— would 
lend  itsdi  to  any  conspiracy  that  was 
avowedly  and  notoriously  organised  for 
the  purpose  of  controlling  the  will  of  the 
people  of  Spain  in  regard  to  their  own 
institutions,  and  for  setting  up  an  absolute 
despotism,  or  that  whidi  nearly  appraxi- 
mated  to  despotism,  in  Spain.  But  the 
experience  they  had  bad  of  the  power  of 
the  French  government,  to  control  trans- 
actions of  tlus  kind  within  its  own  terri- 
tory, must  expose  it  to  the  imputation  of 
connivance  with  the  transaction  to  which 
he  referred,  if  nothing  were  done  by  it 
to  prevent  the  bursting  forth  of  the  con- 
spiracy that  was  now  going  on.  He  wished, 
then,  to  a.«k  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
whether^  besides  the  assurances  to  this 
effect,  which  he  took  for  granted  had  been 
received  by  her  Majesty's  Government 
from  the  government  of  France,  that  all 
should  be  done  which  it  was  in  the  power 
of  that  government  to  do,  to  prevent  thf 
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oonfpincy  from  taking  effect  upon  Spain. 
He  uked]  then,  whether  her  Majesty's  Go- 
Temment  were  aware  that  the  French  go- 
vernment had  taken  any  effectual  steps  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  those  assurances 
into  execution,  and  for  prcTenting  an  irrup- 
tion into  Spain  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  the  Carlist  party  ? 

Sir  R.  Petl:  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Tower 
Hamlets( Colonel  Fox)  asked  me  a  question 
the  other  night  with  reference  to  the  re- 
ports which  prevailed  that  there  was  a 
system  of  active  combination  and  con- 
spiracy directed  against  the  internal  tran* 
quillitv  of  Spain.  He  stated  also,  that 
he  bad  heard  rumours,  to  which  he  was 
disposed  to  give  credit,  that  an  active 
partisan  in  the  late  civil  war  in  Spain, 
General  Cabrera,  was  then  in  Paris,  and 
actually  engaged  in  organizing  a  con- 
spiracy. I  stated  that  1  had  no  positive 
information  whatever  on  that  point,  that 
1  had  beard  the  report  before,  but  (hat  of 
course  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  answer 
for  a  fact  of  that  nature,  namely,  whether 
General  Cabrera  were  in  Paris  or  not. 
It  has  been  supposed  that  I  made  an 
assertion  to  the  effect  that  he  was.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  will  recollect  that  I  made 
no  assertion  on  that  point,  but  1  stated 
merely  that  I  had  beard  the  circumstance 
mentioned.  The  noble  Lord  must  excuse 
me,  if  the  only  answer  which  1  can  at 
present  consider  myself  justified  in  giving 
to  his  questions  it,  thdt  we  have  main- 
tained since  our  acceuion  to  power  the 
most  friendly  relations  with  the  existing 
government  of  Spain;  that  we  have  done 
all  a  fnendly  Government  could  do  to 
consolidate  that  government,  and  by 
counsel  and  advice,  where  such  counsel 
and  advice  could  with  propriety  be  given, 
to  confirm  its  authority,  from  a  sincere 
conviction  that  during  its  existence  Spain 
has  mode  as  rapid  a  progress  in  the  res- 
toration of  peaca  and  t^e  revival  of  pros- 
perity as  could  beexpertrd  from  a  country 
torn  so  recently  by  civil  diisensions.  Sir, 
that  friendly  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
Spam,  and  in  the  stability  of  its  present 
government,  still  continues.  That  go- 
vernment, I  believe,  will  be  the  first  to 
acknowledge  the  cordial  interest  we  have 
taken  in  its  stabilitv.  We  have  con- 
tioually  done  so ;  and  we  certainly  have 
made  representationt  lo  the  Court  of 
France  upon  the  subject  lo  which  the 
noble  l^ord   hu  rcfcrrred.     But  he  must 


excuse  me  if  I  decline,  from  a  aenie  of 
duty,  from  entering  into  any  farther  de- 
tails. I  may  take  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  a  hope  that  the  Spanish  people 
will  rally  round  the  Spanish  government ; 
that  they  will  forget  their  party  disputes 
and  internal  divisions ;  ana,  if  they  have 
reason  to  credit  the  existence  of  those 
conspiracies,  that  they  will  feel  this  to  be 
a  time  when  not  the  influence  of  foreign 
governments,  but  when  their  own  exer- 
tions must  be  directed  to  maintain  the 
government  which  rules  over  them.  And, 
if  they  do  rally  round  that  government, 
my  belief  is,  that  they  will  be  enabled  to 
defy  the  combinations  and  conspiracies 
which  are  said  to  be  directed  against 
them.  Sir,  with  my  opinions  in  respect 
to  active  interference  in  the  domestic  dis- 
sensions of  other  nations,  I  cannot  promise 
more  than  the  sympathy  and  cordial  good- 
will of  England.  But  if  the  Spanish 
people  are  animated  by  that  spirit  by 
which  a  people  struggling  for  indepen- 
dence ought  to  be  animated,  they  may 
depend  upon  it  that  they  will  have,  on 
the  part  of  this  country,  not  active  inter- 
vention, perhaps,  but  that  sympathy  and 
warm  interest  in  their  exertions  which  will 
enable  them  to  confirm  their  independence, 
and  to  carry  their  government  triumphant 
through  any  struggle  to  which  it  may  be 
exposed. 

Lord  J.  Ruaell:  Sir,  it  is  most  gratify- 
ing to  find,  from  the  answer  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  there  is  but  one 
wish  among  all  parties  in  England.  Both 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Government,  and,  I  am  sure,  the 
people  of  this  country,  desire  that  Spain 
should  be  strong  and  independenL  Nei- 
ther the  Government  nor  the  people  of 
England  wish  any  exclusive  power  or  in- 
fluence in  .Spain.  All  that  we  desire  is, 
that  her  power  and  her  institutions  may 
be  consolidated,  and  that  she  may  take 
her  place  with  that  influence  which  ought 
to  belong  to  the  heroic  spirit  of  her  people 
among  the  nations  of  Europe.  With  re- 
spect to  the  measures  which  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  may  think  fit  to  take,  after 
what  he  has  said,  I  cannot  ask  him  to  go 
into  any  further  explanations  at  present. 
Whether  the  policy  of  this  country  should 
be  confined  to  sympathy — whether,  after 
representations  have  been  made,  further 
steps  should  be  taken,  must,  of  course, 
very  much  deptrnd  on  what  is  actually 
done  by  the  government  of  France.    If 
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toy  troubles  that  may  take  place  in  Spain 
should  bear  merely  the  character  of 
civil  war,  nothing  can  be  more  unwise 
than  to  mix  in  those  disturbances ;  but  if 
it  should  hereafter  appear  that  any  incur- 
sion that  may  be  made  into  Spain  is  made 
with  the  money,  the  arms,  and  the  re- 
sources of  any  foreign  Government,  then 
adiBerent  result  would  follow,  and  then,  I 
think,  a  different  policy  may  be  pursued 
by  the  Government  of  this  country. 

Mr.  O'Connell  said,  he  had  understood 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  opposite  to  declare 
a  general  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  present  government  of  Spain.  One 
part  of  that  conduct,  however,  be  did  not 
think  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  be 
prepared  to  approve,  and  that  was  the 
cruel  persecution  which  the  government 
was  DOW  carrying  on  against  the  clergy  of 
that  country — not  only  clergymen  who 
might  be  supposed  to  participate  in  Carlist 
opinions,  and  against  whom  he  would  not 
complain  that  the  law  should  be  put  in 
force,  but  clergymen  who  had  favoured 
the  cause  of  the  Queen,  the  legitimate 
Queen,  and  who  had  in  some  instances 
been  lately  appointed  to  high  offices, — he 
would  mention  one,  the  Archbishop  of 
Toledo, — persecution  was  directed  against 
these,  as  well  as  others,  and  the  utmost 
cruelty  was  exhibited  in  the  mode  of  the 
persecution.  The  law  for  the  seizure  of 
the  temporalities  of  the  church,  and  pro- 
viding an  annual  stipend  for  the  clergy, 
bad  been  carried  into  effect  as  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  church  property,  but  the  pro- 
vision had  been  totally  forgotten.  He 
did  not  complain  of  that ;  it  was  a  matter 
of  internal  regulation  ;  but  he  complained 
that  the  clergy  were  required  to  join  in 
the  conveyance  of  that  property.  Having 
stated  that  they  would  not  resist  the  law, 
but  leave  the  officers  of  Government  to 
seize  the  property  according  to  law,  they 
were  required  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
conveyance  of  the  property,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  thousands  had  been  immured 
in  prison,  suffering  the  severest  privations 
and  the  most  cruel  treatment,  merely 
because  they  refused  to  join  actively  in  a 
measure  to  which  they  were  willing  to 
submit  passively.  The  matter,  indeed, 
was  still  worse,  for  when  brought  before 
the  courts  of  justice  no  counsel  were  al- 
lowed to  plead  for  them ;  and  in  one 
instance  where  counsel  had  the  courage  to 
appear,  the  trial  was  not  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed, and  be  was  punished  for  his  teme- 
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rity.  He  did  not  wish  to  trespass  further 
on  the  attention  of  the  House,  but  this  he 
was  entitled  to  say,  that  if  the  present 
were  a  case  in  which  he  could  call  for  a 
committee  he  should  be  enabled  to  prove 
the  most  unfelenting  cruelty  existed  in 
these  respects  under  the  present  govern- 
ment in  Spain.  If  this  were  a  revolution 
for  the  purpose  of  abandoning  the  religion 
now  professed  there  and  adopting  another 
form  of  faith  he  should  have  nothing  to 
say ;  but  the  whole  proceeding  was  pre- 
cisely that  which  was  pursued  by  the 
Jacobinical  party  of  the  French  National 
Assembly.  It  was  the  subversion  of  the 
church,  not  for  the  substitution  of  another^ 
but  to  turn  the  ecclesiastical  property  into 
the  hands  of  the  military,  accompanied 
with  the  greatest  cruelties  towards  its 
former  possessors.  He  was  quite  sure,  if 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  were  in  the  pos- 
session of  these  facts,  his  approbation  of 
the  Spanish  government  would  not  have 
gone  the  length  of  sanctioning  such  pro- 
ceedings. It  was  in  vain  for  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  or  any  one  else,  to  appeal  to  the 
people  of  Spain  to  rally  around  their  pre- 
sent government,  if  the  statement  he  bad 
made  of  its  proceedings  were  founded  in 
fact.  He  trusted,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Spanish  people  would  not  rally  around  a 
government  that  could  perpetrate  such 
enormities. 

Sir  R.  Peel  did  not  express  any  opinion 
whatever  with  respect  to  particular  acts. 
Nothing,  in  his  opmion,  could  be  so  dan- 
gerous; nothing  could  be  so  presump- 
tuous, as  for  a  Minister  of  England  to 
undertake  to  canvass  the  acts  of  any 
foreign  government.  The  very  principle 
of  such  an  interference  with  the  domestic 
concerns  of  other  countries  he  would  be 
the  first  to  repudiate.  He  had  expressed 
no  approbation  of  the  individual  acts  of 
the  Spanish  government,  regarding  this 
as  a  question,  not  of  particular  acts,  but 
of  national  interests.  Soon  after  coming 
into  office  they  found  a  conspiracy  di- 
rected against  a  government  with  which 
this  country  was  maintaining  amicable  and 
friendly  relations.  The  6rst  overt  act  of 
that  conspiracy  was  to  make  an  attack,  in 
the  dead  of  the  night,  on  the  palace  of  the 
Queen — to  attempt  by  military  force  to 
seize  on  the  person  of  the  Queen ;  and  if 
it  had  succeeded,  he  believed  the  life  of 
that  Queen  would  have  been  placed  in 
jeopardy — the  success  of  the  6rst  attack 
most  probably  would  have  led  to  the  loss 
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of  Ihe  Queen's  life.  Her  Majesty's  Mi« 
nisfers  had,  therefore,  felt  they  wereactio|^ 
not  merely  in  conformity  with  the  law  of 
nations,  but  with  all  the  duties  imposed  on 
governments  maintaining  mutual  friendly 
relations,  in  doinj;  eferything  thai  lay  in 
their  power  to  discountenance  such  wick- 
ed eflbrts,  and  the  possible  renewal  of 
such  scenes  as  then  took  place.  They 
hsd,  therefore,  considered  it  their  duty  to 
discouraf^c  to  the  utmost  every  such  at- 
tempt, and  with  this  view,  to  givi*  every 
aid  they  could  to  a  friendly  government. 
But  with  retipect  to  particular  acts  of  any 
foreicn  power,  he  altogether  disclaimed 
the  exprension  of  any  approbation  or  dis- 
approbation. Indeed,  he  felt  he  should 
have  altogether  exceeded  his  duty  if  he 
implied  any  opinion  on  such  a  subject. 

Mr.  Rorthwirk  said,  from  the  part 
which. in  former  Parliaments,  he  had  taken 
in  respect  to  this  question,  he  might  por- 
hapi  be  allowed  to  say  two  words  before 
the  House  went  into  committee.  He  was 
greatly  relieved,  he  confessed,  by  the  an- 
swer which  the  right  hon.  Dsronet  had 
given  to  the  question  put  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite,  because  it 
appeared  from  that  answer  that  we  should 
have  no  more  interference  with  the  internal 
aflatrs  of  foreign  nations.  It  might  per- 
haps relieve,  in  some  degree,  the  anxiety 
of  the  noblo  l.ord  opposite,  when  he  assured 
him  that  (leneral  Cabrera  had  not  been  at 
Paris  at  all,  much  less  for  the  purpose 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  attributed  to 
him  ;  and  for  Don  Carlos  himself,  it  was 
now  pr^'tty  generally  known  that  he  had  : 
published  his  determination  lu  repudiate  | 
individuallv.  and  to  command  his  i:<*nerals  ! 

w 

to  lefuse,  on  his  behalf,  all  participation  | 
in  any  schrme  of  uniun  between  I'arlists 
and  ChrMtinosfor  the  purpose  of  upsetting 
the  pn-scnt  government  and  placing  any 
other  in  its  stead.  For  hit  part,  he  trusted 
that  neither  in  the  spirit  of  any  ex'inct 
treatv  — Dor  of  any  new  coiveniion  to  be 
esiAbhiheJ  in  imitation  of  it,  would  Kn<r- 
land  ever  again  commit  herself  bv  takin<; 
any  part  with  a  faction  or  polilicil  sect  in 
Spain,  or  in  any  other  country.  He  would 
not.  however  trmpting  the  occasion  might 
be, obtrude  upon  the  House  quotations  from 
speeches  winch  he  had  made  in  Parliam«*nt 
some  \ears  airo.  but  ht.-  would  proie^t  now. 
as  he  hatl  protected  V  en,u^aiii«l  all  intrr- 
ferenci*  bv  ihisconntrv.in  nuestimis  nhicli, 

•  ■  s 

from  their  peculiar  and  donuitic  nature. 
%rf  r«  limited  by  the  bovnds  of  the  country 


which  they  immediately  conceroed.  The 
natural  wealth  of  Spain  was  almost  without 
limit.  Her  moral  power,  arising  from  the 
noble  character  of  her  population,  was 
also  inestimable.  That  natural  wealth  and 
that  moral  energy  would  long  ere  now,  but 
for  the  mischievous  interference  of  this 
country,  have  developed  themselves,  to 
the  great  advancement  of  Spanish  great- 
ness—of  Kuropean,  of  human  prosperity. 
Let  England  now,  in  holding  out  the  hand 
of  friendly  alliance  to  that  great  country, 
do  so  in  the  spirit  of  a  liberal  and  liecom- 
("d  ^nerosity  ;  let  her  limit  her  friendship 
hy  no  conditions  of  faction  or  of  parly,  and 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  prophecy  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  speedily  be  ful- 
filled, in  Spanish  tranquillity,  and,  to  that 
extent,  European  prosperity.  It  was  not 
often  that  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  agree 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  ('ork,  but  he  would  be  glad 
to  sec  the  English  (fovernn)ent  exerting 
whatever  influence  she  possessed  with 
that  of  Spain,  for  the  purpose  of  sparing 
the  further  infliction  of  cruel  persecutions 
upon  the  clerity  of  that  country,  f "  Tkafs 
inter/errnce.*']  Yrs.  that's  interference  if 
▼ou  will ;  but  it  is  not  an  interference  with 
domestic  faction  to  set  aside  legitimate 
succession,  it  is  the  interference  of  friendly 
advice  against  notorious  injustice,  com- 
mitted by  the  existing  government  against 
a  class  of  men  who,  Protestant  as  he  was, 
he  could  nut  help  admitting  had,  for  the 
last  hfty  years,  been  exemplary  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  and  most  useful 
to  their  country. 

m 

C*alonel  Fox  wa«  satisfied  that  the  state- 
ments of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
C*ork  rcs|>ecting  the  clergy  in  Spain  were 
greatly  exaggerated.  There  had  been  no 
massacre  of  the  clergy,  as  had  lieen  said, 
under  the  present  government.  He  should 
like  to  know  a  single  instance  in  which 
that  government  had  acted  like  the  Jaco* 
biniral  General  Assemblv.  With  the  ex- 
reption  of  one.  he  believed  that  none  of 
the  clergy  had  l)et  n  shut  up  in  prison,  and 
he  ptroiiply  prote^N-d  af^ainst  the  state- 
ment that  any  of  them  had  been  slaugh- 
tered by  the  Spanish  ^vernment. 

Mr.  (yCoHHiil  said,  bis  objection  was 
still  unanswered,  and  his  statements  not 
impuirned.  Tht-  Spanish  government  had 
acted  like  the  Jacobinical  Assembly  in  re- 
gard  to  the  church  property,  and  he  had 
proofs  that  several  clergymen  had  been 
murdered. 
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Lofd  J.  Manneri  obtermi,  thit  the 
•Ultmentt  rtf  peeling  the  murder  of  the 
Spanish  clergy  were  unfortunately  but  too 
true,  at  in  one  instance,  it  was  well  known 
that  no  less  than  thirty  of  them  had  been 
thrown  over  the  bridge  of  the  Manzanares. 
He  had  heard  with  great  satisfaction  the 
principle  laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet in  regard  to  non-interference,  and 
be  trusted  that  the  country  would  have  no 
more  Quadruple  alliances  of  the  concoc- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  and  no 
more  British  lections. 

Mr.  C.  BuUer  thought  the  House  of 
Commons  had  nothing  whatever  to  sav 
to  what  Espartero  did  with  the  Spanish 
clergy. 

The  Speaker  lef^  the  Chair,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 

Supply — Navy  EdnMATRs.]  Mr.  Sid- 
ney Herheri,  in  rising  to  bring  forward 
the  Estimates  for  the  Navy  for  the  en- 
suing year,  would  ask  the  committee, 
without  any  aifectation,  to  bear  with  him 
while  he  stated  as  concisely  as  be  could,  the 
items  he  should  propose^  and  grant  him 
their  indulgence  on  the  occasion  of  this, 
his  first  official  statement.  He  believed 
that  he  should  consult  the  convenience  of 
the  House  by  not  going  into  erery  detail  of 
that  estimate  at  presenti  but  by  merely 

S'ving  to  the  House  a  general  view  of  the 
fferenaea  which  appeared  upon  a  com- 
parison of  the  estimate  for  the  present 
year  with  that  for  the  last,  and  by  explain- 
ing the  cause  of  increase  or  decrease  under 
any  particular  head,  reserving  the  minor 
alterations  for  observatiouy  as  they  came 
before  the  House  in  the  committee.  As  to 
the  first  head,  the  vote  for  the  number  of 
seamen  for  the  year,  the  House  would  see 
that  it  was  not  proposed  by  her  Majesty's 
Government  to  make  any  alteration  in  the 
number  of  men,  which  they  thought  requi- 
site for  this  year's  service.  As  to  the  ap. 
propriation  of  those  men,  however,  there 
would  be  some  alteration ;  because,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  opinion  of  many  eminent 
officers,  it  had  been  resolved  that  no  ships 
should  leave  this  country,  except  with  a 
full  complement  of  men.  But,  as  only  the 
same  number  of  men  were  to  be  employed, 
it  necessarily  followed  that  there  must  be  a 
smaller  number  of  ships.  However,  he 
felt  confident  that  the  reduction  in  the 
number  of  the  ships,  there  being  no  re- 
duction in  the  number  of  the  men,  would 
Bot  reader  the  navy  less  efficient.     It  was 


generally  believed  that  the  result  of  that 
alteration  would  be,  that  those  ships  which 
we  sent  out  in  that  efficient  state  to  pre- 
serve peace  in  the  world  would  render  war 
more  dangerous  for  our  enemies  than  be- 
fore, when  wo  had  a  greater  number  of 
ships  less  efficiently  manned.  As  to  the 
second  head,  which  was  ''  Victuals  for  Sea- 
men and  Marines,"  there  was  a  small  dimi- 
nuti(;n,  owing  to  the  decrease  in  the  price 
o(  proviMons.  It  was  not  worth  while  to 
enumerate  to  the  House  the  decrease  in  the 
particular  items  of  provisions ;  the  result 
was,  that  the  estimate  for  the  present  year 
under  that  head  was  34,774/.  less  than  the 
vote  for  the  last  year.  On  the  Admiralty- 
office  there  was  no  further  alteration  than 
necessarily  arose  from  the  fluctuations  in 
the  superannuated  allowances,  or  from  pro- 
motions and  increased  salaries*  Those 
alterations  produced  this  year  a  small 
decrease  of  395/.  As  to  the  Registry  office 
there  was  no  difference  at  all ;  but  when 
thev  came  to  that  head  in  the  committee,  he 
should  be  enabled  to  give  the  House  some 
information  which  it  would  receive  with 
satisfaction  as  to  the  increase  of  our  mer- 
cantile marine,  showing  that  the  increase 
in  her  Majesty's  service,  though  that  must, 
in  a  great  measure,  depend  upon  our  mer- 
caniue  navy,  had,  nevertheless,  not  been 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  mercantile 
navy,  but  that  there  had  been  a  large  coL 
lateral  increase  in  both.  There  was  a  small 
increase  of  2,347/.  in  the  next  head ;  the 
scientific  department,  which  was  caused  hy 
additional  surveys  required  at  home  and  on 
foreign  stations;  by  the  great  increase  in 
the  expense  of  dironometers,  and  by  consi- 
derable additional  expense  incurred  in 
printing  scientific  works,  and  copies  of  ob- 
servations at  Greenwich,  and  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope ;  and  from  what  he  had  ob- 
served of  the  treatment  which  that  head  of 
the  estimates  had  generalljr  met  with  in 
that  House,  he  was  inclined  to  think  that 
the  House  of  Commons  would  never  be- 
grudge a  trifling  increase  of  expenditure  for 
the  purpose  of  advancing  scientific  objects ; 
but  instead  of  quarrel&sg  with  such  in- 
crease of  expenditure,  would  rejoice  at 
such  an  employment  of  the  public  money. 
In  the  establi^ments  at  home  there  was  a 
small  decrease;  but  the  separate  items  in 
which  that  decrease  occurred  were  so  mi- 
nute and  trifling  as  to  be  quite  unim- 
portant, except  when  they  were  going 
through  the  estimates  in  detail.  For  the 
establishments  abroad  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  present  estimate  of  about  1,000/. 
D2 
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At  Malti  there  bad  been  a  contidertble  in-  for  ttetm  michinerTv  for  tbe  purpoie  of 
crease  of  expenie  owing  to  the  formation  of  providing  means  for  the  more  speedy  ez« 
a  new  dock,  which  badbeen  considered  de»  tinction  of  fires  in  our  dockyards.  That 
si  table,  in  order  to  exempt  the  fleet  from  object  had  occasioned  the  necessity  for  lay- 
the  inconvenience,  delay,  and  expense  of  ing  down  pipes,  and  erecting  tanks  to  hoJd 
sending  all  ships  in  the  Mediterranean  several  tons  of  water,  the  expense  of  which 
home  for  re|Niirs.  With  regard  to  the  next  was  great,  but  tbe  Government  had  thought 
head,  that  c»f  wages  at  home,  there  was  u  that  such  expenditure  was  good  economy, 
decrease  in  the  present  estimate,  compared  Having  had  recently  the  warning  of  two 
with  that  of  lost  year,  of  about  8,000/.;  fires  in  i heir  dockyards,  though  one  of  them 
and  fur  wages  in  her  Majesty's  establish-  was  speedily  suppressed ;  and  having  al«> 
ments  abroad  there  was  an  increase  of  had  the  experience  of  great  public  losKt 
4,030/. ;  one  item  of  which  increase  was  a  elsewhere  occasicmed  by  fire,  they  felt  that 
sum  of  l.DOO/.f  occasioned  by  buildings  they  ought  not  to  allow  our  dockyards,  full 
which  had  bein  carried  on  in  the  naval  of  combustible  materials,  to  remain  any 
yards  in  Canada.  Under  the  head  of  naval  longer  in  an  insecure  state.  From  the 
stores  there  was  a  slight  decrease,  not  from  great  rarity  of  such  an  occurrence,  a  feeling 
any  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  stores,  of  neglect  on  that  subject  had  been  engen« 
but  from  tbe  diminution  in  the  price  of  dered,  and  the  keepers  of  the  dockyania 
certain  articles  coming  under  that  head ;  had  almost  forgotten  where  the  cocks  and 
and  he  might  safely  say,  that  there  never  waterpipes  were.  If  a  fire  had  occurred 
had  been  a  year  when  the  navy  was  so  well  under  such  a  sute  of  things,  it  would 
supplied  with  stores  at  the  aame  cxpendi-  probably  have  destroyed  everythins  before 
ture ;  and,  in  so  aaying,  he  was  not  arru-  tbe  cocks  and  the  waterpipes  could  have 
gating  any  merit  to  the  present  Govern. ,  been  disencumbered  from  tbe  stacks  of 
ment ;  for  when  the  present  Government .  timber  which  had  been  piled  against  them, 
came  into  power,  they  had  found  the  naval  The  whole  expense  would  amount  to 
stores,  timber,  &c.,  in  a  more  complete  15,000/.;  but  though  the  expenditure  wai 
state  of  supply  than  had  existed  for  some  large  at  the  moment,  he  was  sure  that  tbe 
years  previously.  On  the  item  under  that  House  would  consider  the  Government  not 
head  for  the  purehase  and  repair  of  steam  only  Justified  in  proposing  a  large  estimate, 
machinery,  there  was  an  apparent  diminu-  .  but  in  having  already,  on  their  own  ra- 
tion ;  but  the  cause  was,  that  of  the  t  spoosibility,  applied  a  surplus  unexpended 
amount  taien  for  repairs  last  year  a  large  in  their  hands  to  that  purpose.  Further, 
sum  had  remained  unexpended,  and  not  there  was  a  large  sum  required  for  addi- 
that  there  had  been  any  diminution  in  the  ,  ti<mal  anchor-fires,  and  there  was  an  ad- 
demand  for  steam  machinery  for  the  navy  ;  |  ditional  slip  to  be  btiilt  at  Portsmouth, 
on  the  contrary,  tenders  had  been  recently  which  involved  considerable  expense,  he- 
accepted  for  six  pair  of  first  class  engines.  ;  cause  the  soil  had  been  gradually  fonang 
The  next  head  on  which  he  had  any  re-  |  the  8ea*wall  out  of  the  perpendicular,  and 


mark  to  make  waa  that  of  new  works,  in 
which  there  was  very  little  difference  \n 


it  became  necessary  that   that  should  be 
repaired.     He  was  sure  that  the  House 


tween  the  estimates  of  this  year  and  tliut  .  would  gladly  accede  to  such  a  vote,  because 
of  last  year  ;  but  the  principal  items  «in  j  it  was  the  dccidct!  opiniim  of  those  who 
which  the  difference  arose  were  these  ;  fur  '  were  beat  acauainted  with  the  matter,  that 
the  completion  of  a  new  basin  at  VI'(»<1.  |  ihips  would  last  much  longer  if  they  were 


wich,  which  should  allow  steam  vessel*  to  ,  left  on  the  klips  than  if  they  were  allowed 
come  alongside  the  wharf,   a  very  amii-  j  to  remain  in  stagnant  water ;  and  he  pro- 
derable  expenditure  was  necraaary,  no  K-as  |  poaed,  therefore,  if  the  House  would  allow 
than  U»,775/. ;  there  was 
rrquiftite  for  the  purpose 
means  to  prevent  fire 


and  the  sum  contained  in  that  estimate  on 
that  account  was  l5.0rnU.  In  aid  of  the 
mme  object  there  was  also  on  the  store, 
beeper's  estimate  10.000/.;  and  the  Go- 
vernment had  taken  upon  ihem*lvea,  after 
consultation.  ««  their  own  re»p«'n«ibilify, 
to  emph^  10.000/.  of  the  surplif  remain- 
ing  unexpended  out  of  the  vote  of  last  year 


m  also  a  large  sum  |  him,  to  multmly  these  alips,  in  order  that 
of  providing  belter  the  veaseli  of  thi«  country  might  be  kept 
in  our  dttrvvards ;    in  a  state  of  efficiency  until  they  were  re- 


quired. There  was  a  small  increase  under 
the  heail  of ihe  meilieal  department. amount- 
ing to  5.1 50/..  which  was  explained  by  the 
great  expenditure  oerasi<ined  by  the  treat- 
ment of  the  ■irk  in  China.  Tlie  estimate 
was  vague.  l«-<au«e  they  muld  not  have 
full  litriirniatiiin  from  China  im  that  sub- 
jrel ;  ami  it  was  large,  bMviive  they  bad 
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to  pay  aot  only  for  the  year  they  were 
about  to  meet,  but  for  a  portion  of  that 
which  had  passed ;  and  in  China  a  great 
quantity  of  medical  stores  had  been  con- 
sumed. On  the  miscellaneous  services  for 
this  year  there  was  a  decrease  of  about 
7,000/.,  occasioned  by  the  fluctuations  ne- 
cessarily occurring  under  that  head.  Under 
the  head  of  half-pay,  there  was  a  decrease 
of  11,824/.;  under  that  of  freight  on 
account  of  the  Army  and  Ordnance  De- 
partments an  increase  of  44,138/.  No.  19 
was  a  new  head,  "  The  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment (Contract  Packet  Senrice)."  It  had 
been  thought  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
that  it  was  better,  when  any  item  of  ex- 
penditure became  large,  that  it  should  stand 
out  as  a  distinct  heal  for  the  information 
of  the  public  Under  that  head  there  was 
an  increase  of  20,000/.  on  the  Halifax  mail 
contract;  that  rote  had  been  sanctioned 
by  the  last  Government,  and  was  highly 
approred  by  the  present ;  indeed,  it  was 
impossible  to  observe  the  manner  in  which 
that  contract  had  been  carried  out  by  Mr. 
Cunard  without  seeing  that  it  must  be 
attended  with  ffieat  benefit.  The  only 
other  materia]  mfference  under  that  head 
related  to  the  contract  for  the  conveyance 
of  mails  by  steam-vessels  to  and  from  the 
West  Indies,  as  to  which  they  proposed  a 
vote  of  240,000/.  instead  of  80,000/.,  the 
estimate  of  last  year.  Nothing  could  be 
more  satisfactory  than  the  manner  in  which 
that  contract  had  been  executed ;  the  con- 
tract came  into  force,  not  on  the  1st  of 
December  last^  but  on  the  1st  of  January 
this  year.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that 
the  present  routes  were  certainly  the  best, 
it  was  at  present  quite  an  experiment; 
and  he  thought  that  the  Government  was 
justified  in  giving  to  persons  who  carried 
on  the  plan  in  so  spirited  a  manner  every 
indulgence  and  encouraffement  They  had 
not,  therefore,  restricted  those  parties  to 
the  strict  letter  of  their  contract.  A  few 
months*  experience  would  show  what  ports 
were  the  best  to  touch  at,  and  the  routes 
of  the  steam-vessels  would  be  regulated 
9itcordmgly.  From  the  manner  in  which 
that  contract  had  been  hitherto  conducted, 
he  entertained  a  sanguine  expectation  that 
it  would  be  productive  of  the  most  bene- 
ficial effects,  both  to  the  colonies  and  the 
mother  country.  He  was  sure  that  no 
expense  had  been,  or  would  be,  spared  to 
carry  out  the  scheme.  Indeed,  he  had 
almost  said  that  the  expenditure  had  been 
reckless.  That  concluded  the  heads  of  the 
astimate  for  the  present  year,  and  he  would 


not  trouble  the  House  with  much  further 
observation;  but  he  thought  it  right  to 
point  out  to  them  how  much  of  what  was 
voted  in  the  navy  estimates  was  voted  for 
other  departments  of  the  public  service. 
He  thought  it  right  that  public  attention 
should  be  called  to  the  fact,  that  though 
they  were  called  upon,  in  point  of  form,  to 
vote  6,739,318/.  for  the  service  of  the 
navy,  yet  they  were  not  voting  that  en- 
tirely for  the  navy,  but  a  portion  of  it  for 
other  branches  of  the  public  service.  He 
had  had  a  return  of  the  whole  expenditure 
to  which  the  naval  service  was  subjected 
on  account  of  the  other  departments  of  the 
Grovemment.  The  expenditure  on  account 
of  the  Post-office  was,  last  year,  nearly 
640,000/. ;  on  account  of  the  army  and 
ordnance,  270,000/.;  on  account  of  the 
Home  Department,  109,000/.  He  would 
now  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  esti- 
mates had  been  framed  studiously  with  a 
view  to  the  greatest  economy  which  the 
efficiency  of  the  public  service  would  per- 
mit ;  and  in  justice  to  their  predecessors  in 
office  he  would  most  candidly  say,  that 
they  had  found  nothing  of  any  moment 
which  could  possibly  be  reduced.  At  the 
same  time,  he  trusted  that  that  feeling  of 
economy  which  sometimes  prevailed  so 
strongly  in  that  House  would  not  lead  it 
to  object  to  an  estimate  which  was  certainly 
large  at  a  time  when,  excepting  in  India, 
this  country  was  at  peace.  He  looked  with 
confidence  to  no  objection  being  made  to 
these  estimates,  because  he  had  observed 
that  that  house  had  always  shown  great 
favour  towards  sny  proposition  which  was 
calculated  to  increase  that  branch  of  our 
service,  as  the  great  national  arm  of  our 
strength.  The  hon.  Member  then  proposed 
the  first  resolution  :— 

"  That  43,000  meo  be  employed  in  the 
naval  service  of  her  Majesty  for  the  year 
1842-43~iDcluding  10,500  Royal  Marines." 

Sir  Charles  Napier  said,  that  he  had  no 
intention  of  opposing  the  estimates  they 
had  just  heard.  He  trusted  that  the  grounds 
on  which  Government  had  determined  to 
reduce  the  number  of  ships  in  commission 
would  prove  to  be  good,  but  he  rejoiced  that 
the  Admiralty  had  at  last  determined  that 
no  ship  of  war  should  leave  a  British  port 
without  her  full  complement  of  men  ;  and 
then,  let  there  come  what  service  there 
might,  there  would  be  no  fear  of  their  being 
found  unprepared  or  unfit  for  it.  It  had 
been  the  opinion  of  many  officers  that  five 

il  of  the  line  not  fully  manned  were  pre* 
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ferable  to  four  sail  with  a  full  complomcnt. 
In  this  opinion  he  did  not  agree.  In  such 
cam*}!,  if  any  sudden  emergency  shouhl 
arise,  it  would  be  impuSKible  to  msn  the 
shi|w  fully  in  time  to  meet  it.  I^ast  year, 
on  the  coast  of  Syria^  they  had  an  example 
of  what  might  have  bei'n  the  conset|uenLVfl 
of  the  svstem  of  iiartiaUv  manned  vetuels. 
There  was  then  every  prospect  of  a  wur 
with  France.  The  shiiw  were  ill-munnetl, 
and  it  would  have  heen  impossible  for  (*»- 


the  army  to  the  level  of  the  navy,  but  to 
raise  the  navy  to  thu  level  of  the  army. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  compared  the 
number  of  promotions  in  the  two  senricei, 
and  complained  that  the  promotions  in  the 
navy  were  small  as  compared  with  those  in 
the  army.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  understand 
the  reason  of  this  difference.  It  was  ge- 
nerally supposed  that  theexpenra  of  an  ad- 
miral was  greater  than  that  of  a  general, 
but  ho  would  show  that  this  notion   was 


venimcnt,  in  the  event  of  hostilities  uctii-    emmeous.     The  cost  to  the  country  of  a 
ally  taking  |)lace,  to  send  out  men  to  makeup  '  cohmel  bcomiing  a  [^nerol  was  VJ9L  I5i., 


eflii'icnt  complements.  Under  these  cin-um- 
slancvs,  if  a  well-manned  French  fli*et  had 
ap|H;aretl,  it  was  difficult  to  My  what  the  con- 
M:l|uvncc^  might  have  been ;  but  if,  in  addition 
to  this,  a  hostile  fleet  had  made  its  ap)iear- 
ante  when  the  partial  complements  were 
Weakened  still  more  by  bickness,  it  wu»  most 
probable  that  defeat  would  have  ensued ; 
lie  trusted,  however,  that  they  had  now 
seen  the  lust  days  of  lialf- manned  bhips.  It 
had  liei-n  stated  that  the  French  had  twentv 

w 

sail  of  the  line  in  commission,  eight  at  sea. 
eight  ill  harbour,  and  four  in  the  dillerent 
niwls.  lie  did  nut  know  what  the  svstem 
might  lie  with  regard  to  the  complements 
of  the  vessels  in  harbour,  but  the  twelve 
sail  of  the  line  kept  at  tea  and  in  ruiidsteads 
Were  Well -manned  and  most  efficiently  dis- 


that  lieiii*;  the  difterenee  of  {lay.  The  dif- 
ference of  cost  occasioned  by  a  captain  beinc 
nronioted  to  admiral  was  191/.  \2s,  Sal 
before  the  last  promotion,  the  expense 
(KTcasioned  to  the  country  on  account  of  the 
llag-ofiicers  was  95,(NM>/.  a  year ;  and  after 
the  promotion  105,U(J0/.  The  expense  of 
generals  before  the  promotion  was  H5,iXM., 
und  !I8.(NKI/.  a  year  after.  But  thb  was 
not  all  the  cost  of  the  generals ;  for  each 
general  was  su|ipodcd  to  nave  1,00(WL  asoo- 
lonel  of  a  regiment,  and,  reckoning  190 
regiments,  an  additional  expense  was 
therehv  incurred  of  190,000/.  lie  wouU 
now  eiidea\our  to  show  that  the  employ- 
ment of  old  ailuiirals  had  never  succeeded. 
On  going  boi'k  to  Rodney,  be  found  thai 
he  was  K*venty  years  ohl  when  he  fought 


ciplincd.     As  to  the  proposed  retluctitm  of  |  his  uetitin,  which  was  not  considered  a  good 

six  bail  of  the  line,  it  was  to  be  done  on 

(lovcrnuient  rvs|MmsibiIity.     With  rca|iect 

to  tlie  Admiral tv -office,  it  was  an  establish- 

ineiit  which  he  diil  nut  much  like,  Imt  when 

it  came  before  tlie  House  regularly  he  wi»uld 

explain  his  views  with  regard  to  it.     With 

res|iect  to  the  otiiccrs  em|iloyed  in  the  navy, 

it  Was  well  known  that  a  great  |irii|iortion 

of  them  liad  attaiiMxl  such  a  great  age  as  to 


one.  At  that  time  he  was  labouring 
iniiliT  a  fit  of  the  gvHit^  and  was  eooae* 
iiuently  iiica|able  of  any  great  activity. 
When  laird  Howe  fought  the  acticm  of 
the  1*4  of  .luiu',  he  was  sixty^ight  or 
seventy  years  of  age,  and  had  been  three 
days  und  nights  ^ibjeeted  to  the  greatest 
Imdily  fatigue  und  mental  excitement. 
In    that    action    eight    or   ten   shifw 


render  them  only  fit  fiir  su|Hrraiinuatitm.    ea|ied  umler  s|irit-Mils  when   it  was   not 
With  ri-s|(ect  to  admirals,  the  gri^ater  |iart '  renewed.     Sir  K.  C'alder  was  an  old  man 


if  Hilt  to  sea,  wiHild  rc<|uiri*  nurscb  to :  when  he  was  engaged  in  action,  and 
fake  care  of  them.  As  to  rear-admiraU,  { only  two  sail  of  the  line,  instead  of  fif« 
till-  ia<ie  was  as  bad.  they  witc  nearly  '  teen,  were  taken.  With  inspect  to  I/xd 
all  iipa«riU  of  iieventy  vean  tif  age.  .\nil  '  Ilotham,  lie  thought  his  actions  had  been 
althniigh  hi»  gallant  Fru*nd,  who  was  now  hungliiig  becaiiso  tliey  were  fought  by  «■ 
proix-rdiiii;  til  the  Mediterranean,  ami  who  old  man.  With  regard  to  Nelson,  he  was 
wa^  iipwanU  i)f  »cventy-two  yean  of  sift.*,  of  npinion  that  the  country  was  indebted 
might  be  cnmiictent  to  icrve  in  time  o(  for  his  gallant  deeds  more  t4i  his  youth  than 
)vdc<  .  \vt  he  fhmight  that  it  was  a  ]i1iykical  hi^  )RirticiiIar  ability  ;  and  if  all  our  edmi- 
impriiiliiiity  that  he  aiuld  do  the  ftainogiMid  raU  hatl  beiMi  as  young,  they  would  have 
icrviiv  ill  till-  eveiit  cif  a  war.  Of  thei*a|w  given  the  same  aixount  of  the  enemy.  Lonl 
tain^  pniniHtcd  at  the  list  pmrniition.  only  Nelson  was  an  aiimiral  when  thtrty«iix  or 
hall'  a  ditx.ii  were  under  st\ty  years  t>f  age.  thirty-seven  years  old  ;  he  fought  the  battle 
Was  thut  u  pM|HT  cy«teiu^  He  tonk  thu  of  thi*  Nile  when  he  was  thirty-nine,  tho 
fippirtuiiity  iif  iiukiii;*  smiie  observ'utinns  aitiuii  of  Copenhagen  when  f«irty- two ;  and 
Oil  the  injustice  dune  to  the  navy  st  the  la^t  he  was  killetl  when  forty-seven  years  old. 
pxomotioii.   He  did  not  wish  to  bring  down    He  had  the  authority  of  Sir  T.  Haidjr  for 
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taying  thai  had  Nelson  been  sixty  yean  old 
when  he  fought  the  hattle  of  the  Nile,  and 
sixty-siK  when  he  fought  the  battle  of  Tra- 
falgar, neither  of  those  actions  would  have 
heoi  fought  in  the  manner  they  were. 
Liird  Duncan, after  commanding  a  mutinous 
fleet*  attacked  the  enemy,  and  gained  a 
glorious  victory.  Lord  Duncan  was  sixty- 
eight  years  old,  but  he  proved  an  excep- 
tion to  the  rule,  that  age  unfitted  men  for 
active  and  daring  enterprises.  Sir  J.  Sau- 
mares  was  sent,  when  forty-two  or  forty- 
three  years  of  age,  to  Gibraltar,  with  a 
small  squadron.  He  attacked  the  French 
fleet  in  a  strong  position,  and  was  defeated. 
It  was  rather  a  new  occurrence  for  a  British 
naval  officer  to  suffer  defeat.  In  five  days 
his  fleet  was  refitted  for  service,  and  he 
sailed  out,  leaving  one  ship  in  port  under 
repair.  He  fell  in  with  a  Spanish  fleet  of 
double  his  force.  He  attacked  it.  Two 
of  the  enemy's  vesseb  were  blown  up,  one 
was  taken,  and  the  rest  beaten.  This 
activity  and  success  was  attributable  to  his 
youth.  He  would  state  the  remedy  he 
proposed  for  the  evils  of  the  British  navy  -, 
and  now  he  supposed  it  would  be  necessary 
for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
use  bis  smelling  bottle.  His  remedy  he 
believed  would  do  an  infinity  of  good,  at 
little  cost  to  the  country.  He  would  tell  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  it  would 
not  cost  more  than  10,000/.  a  year.  He 
proposed*  that  when  a  captain  of  the  navy 
came  within  a  hundred  of  the  top  of  the 
list,  and  was  sixty  years  old,  he  should  be 
allowed  100^  a  year  beside  his  pay,  as 
an  out-pensioner  of  Greenwich  Hospital. 
He  believed  it  would  be  satisfactory  to 
the  country  to  have  an  effective  and 
non-effective  list.  He  also  proposed,  that 
first  lieutenants,  who  had  been  serving 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  bringing 
up  the  suckling  babies  of  the  ansto- 
cracy,  and  made  commanders,  should  be 
gratified  by  the  rank  of  captain,  and 
oflfcred  6J.  a-day.  He  next  proposed,  that 
pmnotions  should  be  made  hsdf  by  seniority 
and  half  by  dioioe ;  or  if  the  Admiral^ 
wen  not  satisfied  with  this,  the  promo- 
tions by  choice  might  be  two  to  one  by 
seniority.  The  list  of  mates  had  been 
soBMBwhat  reduced,  but  still  there  was  a 
^rest  number,  and  keeping  them  so  long 
in  that  position  made  them  generally  indo- 
lent* careless*  and  totally  disgust^  with 
the  service*  But  the  effect  upon  young 
men  was  extraordinary.  He  recollected 
thf  tine  when  young  men  who  had  volun- 
t^ecsd  isyU)  the  service  weie  unwilling  to 


quit  it,  but  now  he  saw  nothing  but  disap- 
pointment among  them,  they  looked  at  the 
condition  of  the  old  mates  and  besame  dis- 
heartened. Even  if  the  mates  were  promoted 
as  they  ought  to  be,  at  the  end  of  six  years 
servitude,  as  such  they  would  not  complain ; 
but  having  served  rix  years*  after  pass- 
ing their  examination*  it  was  very  hard 
that  they  should  stiQ  wait  for  promo, 
tion.  He  must  next  refer  to  the  working 
petty  officers.  When  they  looked  to  the 
difficulty  there  had  been  for  some  time  in 
getting  men  for  the  navy,  as  an  instance  of 
which  he  could  say,  that  he  had  lately  seen 
at  Spithead  an  eighty  gun  ship  which  had 
been  waiting  for  nine  months  for  men,  and 
the  Queen  had  been  at  that  moment  six 
months  waiting  from  the  same  cause,  and 
had  not  yet  saued,  they  must  see  the  abso- 
lute necessity*  that  something  more  should 
be  done  to  induce  men  to  enter  the  navy. 
He  believed,  that  every  gallant  Officer,  and 
indeed  every  hon.  Gentleman,  in  that 
House,  knew  that  the  working  petty 
officers  were  the  most  unfortunate  class, 
for  the  difierence  of  pay  between  able  sea- 
men and  that  class  was  not  sufficient  to  in- 
duce the  former  to  aspire  to  it.  There 
were  two  classes.  The  second  class 
had  2s.  or  3i.  a  month  more  than  an 
able  seamen,  the  first  class  had  2s.  or  3#. 
more  than  the  second ;  but  when  the  Duke 
of  Clarence  was  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, and  put  a  patch  upon  their  arms  and 
made  officers  of  them,  he  did  much  good. 
If,  however,  he  had  put  a  patch  upon  their 
pay  to  buy  that  patch  upon  the  arm,  it 
would  have  done  them  more  still.  In 
his  opinion  the  pay  of  the  working  petty 
officers  of  the  second  class  should  be  3/.  per 
month,  and  the  first  dase  4/.,  and  they 
should  calculate  twelve  months  to  the  year 
instead  of  thirteen  as  at  present.  The  present 
mode  of  calculating  a  seamen's  pay  was 
made  on  a  bad  principle,  for  taking  thirteen 
months  to  the  year,  not  one  sailor  in  Mty 
knew  what  it  meant.  When  he  was 
abroad,  not  long  ago,  a  sailor  came  up  and 
asked  him  whether  there  were  more  than 
eight  months  in  the  year ;  his  answer  was* 
there  were  thirteen:  to  which  the  sailor 
replied,  "  I  can*t  understand  it."  That 
system,  therefore,  ought  to  be  changed ; 
and  if  it  were,  they  would  find  greater 
facility  in  manning  the  navy  with  able- 
bodied  men  than  had  ever  been  the  case 
before.  He  would  then  go  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet's  bill  for  manning  the 
navy — the  only  thing,  indeed,  that  had 
been  done  re^wctiog  that  point  for  the  last 
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tliirty  years.  He  hi<:li1y  appnivetl  of  it. 
Iluiugii  it  dill  not  p>  tar  onuugh.  It  ought 
to  go  furtlior,  bccuu^e,  if  be  understood  it 
right,  ill  the  event  of  a  war,  British  sea- 
men would  be  called  upon  to  come  for- 
ward and  serve,  three  or  four  davs'  choice 
being  uilowetl  them  to  act  voluntarily  or 
submit  to  be  pressed.  \Vc  ought  to  make 
men  understand  that  the  British  navy 
was  a  good  profession,  but  at  that  moment 
British  merchant  seamen  had  the  greatest 
horror  of  her  Majesty's  service.  It  was 
extremely  diflicult  to  propose  a  measure 
that  would  be  effectual,  but  a  beginning 
must  be  made.  Now,  there  was  an  old 
act  of  (jueen  Anne,  which  enabled  over- 
seem  of  the  poor  to  apprentice  parish  boys 
to  merchant  shi|is.  He  believed,  that  that 
act  had  never  been  in  actual  o|)eniticm,  but 
he  thought  it  might  be  acted  upon,  and  if  it 
were,  he  would  wish  to  extend  it  further, 
so  that  all  parish  boys,  after  serving  four 
years  in  the  merchant  service,  sliould  be 
obliged  to  go  for  three  years  into  the  navy, 
to  make  a  rctuni  to  the  country  for  their 
food,  raiment,  and  clothing.  And  if  the 
Poor.law  Hill  were  discussed  again  in  that 
HouM.',  use  might  be  made  of  it,  not  only 
to  assist  the  poor*  but  to  provide  the  navy 
with  seamen.  Another  article  which  was 
done  by  the  present  (lovernnicnty  and  of 
which  he  highly  approved,  was  restoring 
to  the  seamen  their  ))ensions,  or  rather 
alliiwiiig  them  to  remain  in  the  service  re* 
taining  thtir  |H'nftions.  It  wa*i,  however, 
almost  t(N)  much,  and  it  would  better  if, 
instead  of  giving  them  yny  and  |)cnsion, 
they  hail  rainnl  tncir  |uy  from  1>*^/.  to  .'Mt/. 
and  tailed  that  full  pay.  He  then  came 
to  peniioned  (»(ficcni,  and  he  must  say,  that 
It  was  very  exinaordinary  that  an  olKcer 
when  he  went  to  H*a  should  lose  his  |ien- 
■ion,  for  they  all  knew,  that  when  he  went 
to  sea  he  fitted  nut  hi.s  ship  at  an  enomiuuh 
expense,  and  if  it  were  a  small  vessel,  he 
alsMtliitely  got  less  than  his  half  |)ay.  Pen* 
sions  for  wnunds  were  al^  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  (•ovcrnmcnt.  By  the 
Queen's  n-gulatiiui,  when  an  officer  re- 
eeivetl  a  wuuuJ  ei  pi  ally  prejudicial  to  the 
hoilv  a^  liK4  of  limb,  her  Majestv  was 
auihori^il  to  grant  him   hiKher  pay,  and 


was  equal  to  loss  of  limb.  Then  came  out 
the  (Queen's  regulation,  but  he  had  never 
heanl  that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  had 
changed  their  rule.  He  wished  to  make 
one  obflervatton  to  the  bon.  Gentleman,  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty.  That  hon. 
Gentleman  stated,  that  in  reducing  six  sail 
of  the  line  they  had  still  to  man  ahipi 
which  required  the  same  number  of  men^ 
but  he  should  have  thought,  that  as  four 
sail  of  the  line  cost  less  than  five  in  mati* 
riel,  there  ought  to  be  some  reduction  in 
matrricl.  Then  again,  the  Government  had 
several  ships  on  uips,  and  that  he  thought 
was  the  bc«t  thing  they  had  done.  If  there 
were  more,  it  would  be  better  and  more 
economical  for  the  country  at  large,  but  it 
was  most  extraordinary,  that  living  at 
|)eacc  for  twenty*six  years  they  had  not 
discovered  before,  that  such  a  thing  was 
necessary.  One  attempt  had  been  made» 
he  believed,  at  Deptford,  and  there,  for  what 
he  knew,  the  ship  remained  still.  There 
was  another  point  to  which  he  wished  to 
advert.  In  1835,  a  report  got  abroad, 
that  all  the  mants  of  the  British  navy  were 
rotten.  A  sunrev  was  mmle  in  1836,  and 
they  were  reported  to  be  unserviceable. 
They  were  all  taken  out  and  put  in  the 
different  deitartments ;  but  that  proved, 
that  there  must  have  been  some  vcr)'  bad 
management  somewhere.  Then,  again,  as 
to  the  construction  of  M\n,  Thtki  be- 
longetl  to  the  surveyor's  deiwrtmcnt,  and  if 
they  happened  to  have  giMxl  surveyors,  then 
they  would  generally  build  good  shiiM; 
hut  if  they  hap|K-ned  to  be  bad,  as  had  hap« 
pencil  before  now,  then  the  aiuntry  would 
have  indifferent  shijis.  The  whole  power 
wa>  vested  in  one  man,  instead  of  being 
extended  to  the  doi'k -yards  and  according  to 
the  talents  and  f|ualifications  of  that  indi- 
vidual would  \h*  the  »hi|>s  which  he  con* 
stnu'tcd.  He  had  often,  tix),  a  fleet  of 
hik  own.  Now,  Sir  H  Stppings  had  dis- 
figuretl  the  whole  of  the  navy  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Board  c»f  Admiraltv,  for  he 
had  put  to  his  sliips  the  most  ridiculoiii 
sterna  that  were  ever  made,  and  he  did 
that  in  the  face  of  the  handsomest  stems 
that  Were  ever  seen.  InMend  of  having 
eight,   ton,   or   twelve    guns   able  to  be 


her  Majesty  aUi  n*M.*rved  to  ht-rHclf  iiitwcr  piiinted  right  aft,  Sir  K.  Seppings,  having 
to  grant  any  officer  an  annual  |ten«iun  if.  seen  90me  l>uti-h  dogger,  he  supixjscd,  had 
his  wouinU  and  kerviixs  wcrt-  dcsirving  of.  made  the  ugliest  stems  he  ever  saw,  with 
it.      Hut   what   had  the    Admiralty  djne?    galleries  and   Heaven   knew   what,  all  of 


.Abimt  l'>0  or  IMJ  vi-ari  ago,  he  believed 
in  the  year  IGfiO,  tlu-  Board  of  .\dmiraity 
made  a  regulation,  that  no  offiL-er  should 
reccivtt  an  luiaual  pvofioa  unkssbis  wtnind 


which  must  lie  taken  away  before  they 
could  bring  their  guns  t(»  bear  aft,  and  yet, 
notwithstanding  that,  handsome  and  useful 
Btemi  might  be  ncn  at  the  Admiraltj 
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roonM  thejr  Mill  went  on  dufieuring  the  I  aoUemen  belonging  to  the  Ytcht  Clvb 
Britiih  na*y.  In  a  number  of  thipf  the  I  interested  themielvet  and  penuaded  the 
Menu  were  raked ;  and  at  that  moment  if  |  Admiralty  to  turn  their  thoughli  to  im- 
thej  toolf  a  plumb  tine  from  the  poop  to  provement,  and  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
Ibc  keel  or  the  Queen  they  would  find  the  j  Lord  Yarborough,  and  olhen,  ^t  leaie 
wu  thirlj-Ni  feet  longer  at  the  ufirail '  for  Sir  William  Symonda,  Mr.  Inman, 
than  ihe  wa»  at  the  keel.  It  waj  impoBai.  j  ,nd  Admiral  Hayci,  to  build  experimental 
ble  if  abe  were  chased  for  her  to  uie  her  I  .hipi  to  compete  with  the  aurwyor,  Sir 
Mem  guna.  He  believed,  however,  that  |  jo|,„  Seppings ;  ihe  reiull  wsi,  Sir  W. 
those  atemi  had  been  condemned,  and  great  Symond's  brigs  were  saperior  to  the  others, 
credit  wan  due  to  the  Govemmenl  for  ^„^  he  superseded  Sir  J.  Seppings  (who 
ordering  them  to  be  altered.  He  thanked  „,  ^  g,^  ihipwright  and  a  wretched 
the  House  for  their  indukencc,  and  ran-  arehiiect),  as  surveyor  in  1832,  under  the 
eluded  by  cipresong  hu  fear  that  he  had  „,^a,  administration  of  the  present  right 
detuned  them  too  long.  hon.  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department, 

Capum  Roui  aa.d,'  Sir,  berore  I  com- 1  g,^  j^„„  q, '^.^  whodiitingnilhed  him- 
meoce  a  discussion  on  the  navy  esimiates,  ^,,  i,y  the  abolition  of  the  navy  board, 
maylbepermiitcd  toejpress  tbedeepsenae  g;,  w.  Symonds  is  no  doubt  a  g^  sei- 
of  gratitude  which  all  nsv.l  officers  feel  an  excellent  officer,   with  a  great 

for  that  uniform  kindness  and  anxiety  to  -^^    f^^   „„i    architecture,   but    his 

serve  theirinteresU.  which  this  House  has  ^^^j,  ^^^  „^j,  ^^ose  of  the  Greek 
■0  invariably  »prMsed.  My  mmd  has  ^-  ^^^  whooners,  built  at  Hydra  and 
been  impresMd  with  tbat  idea  from  my  Sp?,zia,  in  the  Archipelago,  with  great 
boyhood  10  the  present  hour;  and  I  have    (,^^^^1,  ^f  ^        ,„j  a  triangular  midship 


remarked,    that   every   exertion 


section;  and  his   theory  was,   that  these 


part  to  ameliorate  oar  condition  has  been    ^^,,,   ^^^    ^j     t^j  \^  „^[,   „f   .j, 
constantly  frustrated  by  ourown  Admiralty    .j^,  f^  ,  ^rig  to  a  three-decker,  that 
officers,  under  every  administration.     Let    ,h„  ,bo„id  Kt  one  class  into  another,  like 
me  hope  for  better  days.     The  right  lion.       "'  ■ 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  bet  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment has  selected  four  officers  whom 
the  navy  hold   in  great  respect,  and   he 
could  not  have   made  a  happier  choice 
than  when  he  chose  (he  hon.  Member  for 
the  County  Tyrone,  and   the  hon.  Secre- 
tary ;  sithough  the  noble  first  Lord  must 
be   perfectly   ignorant   of  everything  re- 
lating to  the  navy,  still  he  has  one  qualifi- 
cation, a  wish  to  benefit  the  profession. 
Sir,  I  have   paid   these  unusual  compti- 
mentt  because  it  is  my  intention  to  find 
fault  with  their  meaau res  before  I  conclude 
my   statement,     I   have   commanded  hei 


Chinese  puizle,  that  was  the  expression 
(for  it  made  a  great  impression  on  roy 
mind).  It  is  very  competent  for  every 
person  to  understand,  that  as  you  increase 
the  top  weight,  or  the  number  and  weight 
of  your  guns,  or  the  size  of  your  ship,  so 
you  must  proportion  ably  increase  the  fist- 
ness  of  the  floor  below  to  give  esse  and 
buoyancy.  The  first  frigates  Sir  W. 
Symonds  built  were  the  Vernon  and 
Pique  on  the  models  of  his  brigs,  and 
the  principle  failed,  they  had  no  flat  floor 
to  tit  upon,  with  a  fine  entrance  forward, 
and  a  short  bluff  bow,  they  failed  against 
.,-.,,.,  .  B    hesd   sea.     I   first   commissioned    the 

JLVf"^^™*?-''".."'",   '""  '^'*""    Pique     in    December,    1834;     by    the 
}5".."*.i^^V^''  **!*"f?!!..'°  °?,P?*?!    builder's  calculation  she  was  to  carry  above 


to  put  the  House  in  possession  of  facts 
from  which  they  may  draw  their  own  in. 
fereoces,  and  I  think  they  will  agree  with 
me,  tbat  no  service  could  have  been  more 
neglected  than  the  navy  since  1815.  The 
first  topic  I  shall  broach  is  the  state  and 
condition  of  her  Majesty's  ships.  From 
181S  to  1827,  they  continued  to  build  the 
ten  gun  brigs,  called  coffins;  miserable 
corvettes,  twenty-eight  gun  donkey  fri- 
gates, and  a  description  of  small  seventy- 
tour  gun  ships,  happily  designated  Forty 
Thieves — lucxily  for  the  country,  certain 


*  Ftom  «  GorrecMd  Report, 


:ty  tons  ballast,  bat  with  four  months 
water  and  provisions  on  board  she  floated 
a  foot  deeper  than  the  builder's  calcula- 
tion, consequently  the  was  uneasy,  a  bad 
sea  boat,  and  not  a  good  ibip  at  her 
anchors;  but  from  her  great  beam,  an 
extrsordinary  ship  to  stand  up  under  can- 
vas  ;  now  she  carries  no  ballast  at  all.  In 
our  first  cruise  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
when  she  was  in  the  builder's  trim  carry 
ing  sail  against  a  head  sea,  she  shipped 
the  body  of  a  sea  which  washed  away  ber 
bead  rails,  and  put  four  feel  water  into 
her  miin  doek,  bat  tfter  1  ligfatcaad  tiw 
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ihip  and  got  her  two  feet  by  the  ttero 
she  was  dry  and  easy,  but  this  trim  was 
not  approfed  of  by  Sir  W.  Syinonds. 
When  theVangiiard  was  laid  down,  the  eyes 
of  the  architect  were  opened,  and  he  gave 
her  a  comparatively  longer  bowsnd  a  flatter 
floor,  which  makes  her  an  extremely  good 
ship  when  she  is  not  overloaded.  But, 
Sir,  the  {greatest  misfortune  to  the  navy  is 
the  failure  of  many  of  the  steam  vessels. 
I  name  the  Gorgon  for  instance,  intended 
to  carry  fourteen  heavy  guns,  and  to  con- 
vey 1,200  troops— if  that  vessel,  when 
thus  laden,  should  be  caught  in  a  heavy 
gale  ill  the  Bay,  she  would  be  8wam[>cd, 
and  1  fear,  there  are  at  least,  sii  more 
vessels  of  the  same  description  and  clau, 
and  altogether  the  men-oi-war  steam  ves- 
sels are  very  inferior  to  those  built  at  I 
Bristol  and  Liverpool.  This  House  will 
naturally  enquire  why  a  large  sum  of 
money  was  invested  in  vessels  not  tit  for 
her  Majesty's  service,  without  proper  en. 
quines  ana  precautions  1  will  cxplaiu 
it,  there  ure  many  naval  oflicers  who  per- 
suade themselves  that  ihe  ships  they  com- 
mand arc  very  suficrior  to  any  others, 
and  when  a  man  of  this  description  is 
appointed  tu  an  eiperimental  ship,  he  in- 
variably overlooks  her  bad  qualities.  In 
the  old  trials,  when  the  Adnuraltv  had  no 
particular  interest  in  the  result^  they  were 
impartial,  but  iu  lb'i.O  and  iH.'ki,  it  was 
diflerent,  because  the  Admiralty  had  sanc- 
tioned the  buiidiug  of  sliips  by  Sir  W. 
Sjmoads  to  an  enormous  amount.  In 
tlie  sumnuT  of  l^<3.0,  I  was  oflicially  in- 
formed, that  the  Admiralty  wislicd  to  try 
the  merits  of  Castor,  I*ique,  and  Incon- 
stant, uikI  it  was  declared  th.it  the  best 
ship  uf  the  three  would  be  the  future 
model  for  frigates  of  that  cla^s,  this  was 
good  sense ;  but  what  happcoLd  ?  Be- 
fore tlie  Inconstant  was  launched,  six 
more  sitter  Piques  were  ordered  to  be  built, 
but  no  more  Castors  or  Inconstaots ; 
thus,  the  Admiralty,  instead  of  being  in- 
dependent iudgcs,  so  idcntilicd  themselves 
with  Sir  \\  .  Symuiids,  that  they  decided 
the  race  before  the  borKs  were  saddled, 
and  when  the  real  trul  came  off.  Incon- 
stant won  cleverly.  This  will  explain  to 
tbt  House  the  uiicr  impossibility  of  their 
obUioing  proper  mlbrmslion  respecting 
the  merits  of  ships,  when  the  Admiralty 
shares  the  responsibility  of  the  builder. 
Now,  Sir,  the  slate  of  the  otlicers  of  her 
Majesty's  navy  is  as  follows  : — scarcely 
any  midsbipoieQ ;  upwards  of  400  matesi 


some  of  whom  have  served  nearly  twenty 
years,  and  "  hope  deferred  hath  made 
the  heart  sick  ;"  with  respect  to  the  lieu- 
tenants, commanders,  captains,  and  admi- 
rals, the  list  is  equally  superannuated,  all 
in  their  respective  grades.  The  Admiralty 
has  always  acted  upon  the  system  of  em- 
ploying old  officers,  and  the  newspapera 
have  eulogised  it  as  a  most  meritorious 
plan ;  but  how  does  it  work  ?  You  pro- 
mote an  active  young  captain,  but  you 
will  not  employ  him  because  he  must  take 
his  turn  on  the  shelf;  you  take  an  old 
officer  ill  his  pi  see,  who  has  been  detc* 
rioratiiig  on  shore  for  ten  or  fifteen  years ; 
in  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty  this  man 
has  fogotten  almost  all  his  naval  know- 
ledge ;  but  if  you  want  a  captain  for  an 
eighty  gun  ship,  and  700  men,  you  pick 
out  a  man  who  has  not  been  at  sea  for 
twenty  years,  who  could  not  find  his  way 
from  Portsmouth  to  IJshant.  Now,  Sir, 
I  may  talk  to  any  sensible  Gentleman  in 
this  House,  of  the  extreme  folly  of  fancy- 
ing a  man  lit  for  a  command  who  hu  been 
a  quarter  of  a  century  on  shore,  and  you 
will  at  once  subscribe  to  the  axiom.  But 
there  is  nothing  very  extraordinary  in  old 
officers  desiring  to  be  employed,  when 
^ou  consider  they  have  been  starved  and 
impoverished  all  their  lives ;  when  the 
pay  of  a  captain  of  a  British  frigate  is 
only  two-thirds  that  of  a  French  captain 
of  a  frigate,  and  one-half  of  that  of  an 
Amcricau  captain,  throwing  in  the  ad* 
vantages  of  outfit  and  table  money.  Cap- 
tains of  British  frigates  must  spend  double 
their  income,  as  1  can  answer  for  from 
my  own  ei|M:rience.  Is  it  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  tliev  crawl  out  at  an  advanced 
ai^e,  to  provide  for  their  destitute  families^ 
When  the  great  military  commission  sat, 
in  1830,  it  was  expected  that  some  benefit 
would  accrue  to  the  navy  ;  the  junior 
oflicers  certainly  did  receive  some  l>ene* 
fit ;  for  lieutenants  and  masters,  who  wert 
receiving  Is.  6<L  per  dsy,  for  active  ser- 
vice, or  the  diflference  l>eiween  5i,  and 
6f.  (h/.,  their  pay  was  increased  lOs.  per 
day  ;  but  wu  it  not  a  diireputable  cir- 
cumstance, that  no  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
dared  to  mention  tht  fact,  for  1  have  no 
doubt,  from  my  shgtit  knowledge  of  the 
feeling  of  this  House,  you  woald  have  at 
once  assented  to  have  paid  these  oflicers 
proper  and  just  wages*  Thin  military 
commission  did  nothing  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  superior  oflioeffa,  their 
excuse  wU|  that  the  list  of  officers  waa 
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in  such  a  superannaated  state,  that  they 
dared  not  meddle  with  it,  ao  they  merely 
transferred  sixty  yellow  'admirals  to  the 
active  list ;  in  order,  I  presume,  to  make 
(hat  list  more  active ;  and  I  charge  these 
highly  distinguished  officers,  who  formed 
the  military  commission,  that  they,  for 
the  first  time  in  their  lives  when  a  serious 
obstacle  was  to  be  removed,  turned  their 
backs  and  were  afraid  to  face  the  difficulty. 
Now,  Sir,  I  will  eiplain  the  effect  of  em- 
ploying superannuated  officcrs-*look  to 
your  Mediterranean  fleet,  are  they  in  a 
high  state  of  discipline  ?     No.     Are  they 
in  the  habit  of  manosuvring  their  ships 
together?     No.     Sir,  I    am  obliged  to 
hear,  that  the  midshipmen  of  a  line-of- 
battle  ship  in  the  Mediterranean,  hoisted 
a  flag  in  tneir  boat,  with  a  negro  chained 
to  a  poat,  by  way  of  explaining  to  the 
fleet,  that  they  were  not  allowed  to  go  on 
shore,  owing  to  some  alleged  neglect  of 
duty.     And  with  respect  to  Mr.  Elton,  I 
am  told  that  he  was  dismissed    from  a 
ship,  commanded  by  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Gloucester,  in 
which  Commander  Williams  was  first  lieu* 
tenant,  and  this  at  once  accounts  for  bis 
asking  for  a  boat  to  take  bis  friend  to  the 
packet,  being  considered  an  impertinence. 
After  the  letter  amounting  to  a  challenge 
was  sent,  did  not  Mr.  Klton  refuse  to 
make  the  apology  which  was  dictated  by 
his  superior  officers.     It  has  been  stated, 
that  his  apology  arrived  too  late  to  suspend 
the  oourt-martial ;  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  if 
his  expressions  of  regret  and  repentance 
had  been  received  at  the  eleventh  hour,  I 
would  have  accepted  it ;  for  what  else  have 
we  to  trust  to  in  this  world  or  in  the  next, 
but    regret    and    repentance  P     But  Mr. 
Elton  was  tried ;  it  was  known  be  must  be 
dismissed  the  service,  the  mates  and  mid- 
shipmen prepared  a  festival  to  do  honour 
to  him ; — the  court-martial,  to  prevent  so 
great  a  scandal,  sentenced  him  to  six 
months'  Imprisonment.     On  bis  passage 
home,  on  board  a  man-of-war,  owing  to 
some  expression  made  use  of  by  the  cap- 
tain, he  followed  the  aged  chief  on  the 
quarter-deck — that  sacred  place,  the  quar- 
terdeck— and  called  him  a  liar  in  the 
rooet  opprobrious  terms.    On  the  arrival 
of  this  ship  in  England,  when  Mr.  Elton 
would  have  been  released,  this  additional 
ontraee  caused  him  to  be  sent   to  the 
Marshalsea,  but  he  was  relieved  at  the 
end  of  five  weeks,  t>ecause  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Admiral,  Sir  George  Cockbumi 


said  the  unfortunate  gentleman  had  suf- 
fered enough.  If  a  plain  uneducated  sea«> 
man  had  made  use  of  that  language,  or  if 
anything  could  have  been  construed  into 
a  challenge  to  a  superior  officer,  he  would 
have  been  at  this  moment  bound  to  a  penal 
settlement  for  life,  or  swinging  at  tha 
yard-arm,^^so  much  for  even-handed  jus* 
tice.  I  declare  to  you,  Sir,  that  with  all 
the  respect  I  entertain  for  this  honourable 
House,  and  no  man  has  greater,  that  if  I 
was  placed  in  the  situation  of  first  Lord* 
and  there  was  a  case  of  this  kind  in  which 
a  House  of  Commons  chose  to  interfere, 
that  if  any  doubt  existed  in  my  mind  aa 
to  the  severity  of  the  sentence»  instead  of 
giving  the  prisoner  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt,  I  would  throw  that  doubt  into  the 
opposite  scale,  and  prefer  to  punish  |a 
inqividual  with  rigour,  rather  than  that 
the  discipline  of  her  Majesty's  navy  should 
not  remain  intact.  Do  not,  Sir,  from  tbia 
language,  set  me  down  as  a  great  Marti* 
net,  for  no  man  in  the  navy  ever  lived  on 
more  intimate  terms  with  his  midshipmen; 
but  they  always  knew  the  difference  of 
atmosphere  between  the  cabin  and  the 
quarter-deck.  I  never  commanded  a  ship 
which  was  not  full  of  supernumerary  mid- 
shipmen, some  older  men  than  myself, 
and  for  ten  years  they  never  gave  me  any 
trouble,  or  did  I  ever  try  an  offieer  by  a 
court-martial  in  my  life;  but.  Sir,  I  have 
a  right  to  be  proud  of  my  midshipmen, 
for  amongst  many  officers  who  have  dis- 
tinguished themselves,  I  will  name  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Durham, 
who  is  a  better  seaman  and  officer  than  hia 
old  captain.  In  justification  of  those  mates 
and  midshipmen  whom  I  have  attacked, 
as  they  may  have  no  defenders  in  this 
House,  I  will  extenuate  their  conduct. 
They  have  been  ill  treated,  we  are  all 
governed  by  rewards  and  punishment,  but 
to  them  no  rewards  are  hekl  out,  and 
consequently  to  them  punishment  has  no 
sting.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  given  the  Honse 
the  dark  side  of  the  pioturt ,  and  I  will 
throw  in  the  rays  of  light.  On  the  iaa« 
portant  art  of  gunnery,  the  navy  is  effi* 
cient,  to  tbia  we  are  indebted  to  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Liverpool,  and  to 
Sir  John  Peoliell,  whose  views  were  sup* 
ported  by  his  late  Majesty,  and  carried 
into  effect  by  Sir  Thomas  Hastings ;  and 
you  will  hardly  believe  that  Sir  John 
Pechell  was  thwarted  in  bis  plans  for  t 
period  of  four  years.  If  an  officer  had  in 
1812,  stood  up  in  this  HQuan  and  aUtt4 
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that  not  one  ship  out  of  fifteen  in  her 
Majesty '•  service  was  fit  to  (;o  into  action, 
he  irould  be  denounced  as  the  most  gross 
libeller.  Yet  it  was  a  positive  fact,  and 
when  at  the  commencement  of  the  Ame- 
rican war»  the  wise  naval  authorities  were 
explaining  to  this  House  the  impossibility 
of  a  frigate  mounting  181b  guns,  fighting 
a  frigate  carrying  24lb  guns ;  they  were 
not  aware  that  on  every  station,  some  one 
or  two  British  frigates  would  have  cap- 
tured other  British  frigates  of  the  same 
calibre  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  merely 
because  some  ship's  companies  knew  how 
to  fight  their  guns,  and  the  others  were 
perfectly  ignorant.  Now,  Sir,  for  an  ex- 
ample, in  November,  1811,  I  was  a  mid- 
shipman of  an  eighty  gun  ship,  cruising 
off  Brest,  we  chasefi  the  Chlorinde,  a 
French  frigate,  outsailed  her,  fired  a  whole 
broadside  at  her,  not  a  shot  struck,  and 
she  escaped,  owing  to  our  main  top  mast 
being  carried  away,  in  this  ship  which  had 
distinguished  herself  in  the  battle  of  Tra- 
falgar with  the  same  ship's  company  (and 
a  finer  crew  of  seamen  never  stept  a  deck), 
not  a  man  knew  how  to  point  a  gun, 
because,  as  the  gunner  informed  us,  not  a 
shot  had  been  fired  in  practice,  or  in  anger, 
since  Trafalgar,  or  from  October,  1 805  to 
November,  1811.  The  next  war  will  be 
very  difTerent.  and  I  cannot  pay  a  better 
compliment  to  Britiah  seamen,  than  by 
stating  when  a  war  was  expected  to  take 
place  last  year,  between  the  I'nited  States 
and  this  country,  that  our  seamen  serving 
on  board  the  American  men-of*war,  re- 
fused to  pull  a  trigger  against  their  own 
countrymen.  Now,  Sir,  all  the  evils  I 
have  enumerated  may  bt*  remedied— em- 
ploy naval  architt-cts  to  build  steamers, 
who  have  already  distinguished  themselves, 
and  du  not  throw  away  millions  on  ships 
until  the  models  have  been  approved  by 
competent  naval  architecU.  But,  Sir, 
any  nation  can  build  ships,  and  very  few 
can  turn  out  good  officers  and  seamen ; 
Iha  vitality  of  the  navy  dependa  upon 
improving  the  condition  of  the  officers; 
on  employing  men  in  the  vigour  of  life, 
not  those  whose  years  have  been  spun  out 
beyond  the  ordinary  age  of  man.  I  tread 
on  sacred  ground,  and  nothing  but  an 
imperiooa  duty  forces  me  to  inform  this 
House,  that  the  Mediterranean  fleet  re- 
quires an  active,  efficient,  vigorous  chief. 
Who  are  you  about  to  send  to  restore  her 
Majesty's  fleet  to  their  pristme  discipline  ^ 
Aft  igad  Admirali  who  bia  bean  Dtarlj 


sixty  years  in  the  navy;  Sir,  twenty  or 
thirty  years  ago,  no  officer  would  have 
commanded  a  fleet  more  brilliantly.  Is 
it  not  a  cruel  thing  to  force  a  man  full  of 
years  and  honour,  to  fill  the  most  impor- 
tant command  ?  To  manmuvre  the  only 
fleet  we  possess?  When  he  hu  a  right 
to  enjoy  in  private  life,  a  comfortable 
retirement  for  his  few  remaining  days. 
The  excuse  which  the  Admiralty  will  make 
is,  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  British 
Admiral  in  the  Mediterranean  to  be  of  high 
rank ;  that  in  cases  of  co-operation  with  a 
foreign  flag  he  may  assume  the  supreme 
command.  It  is  an  idle  childish  excuse^- 
for  an  Order  in  Council,  at  any  time,  can 
give  temporary  or  permanent  rank  in  the 
event  of  auch  a  co*operation  being  con- 
templated. But  does  the  Admiralty  con- 
ceive that  the  virtue  lies  in  the  flag,  or  in 
the  vigour  of  the  chief  whose  rank  it  pro- 
claims. When  that  flag  flutters  in  the 
breeze  will  it  quicken  the  circulation  in  the 
veins  of  the  aged  officer  ?  No,  but  in  the 
dead  calm  when  the  fla^r  drops,  clinging 
to  the  mast,  it  is  a  sad  emblem  of  our 
mortality,  or  when  in  the  blast  of  the  gale 
it  flits  aloft,  it  is  still  the  same  emblem 
that  the  spirit  is  about  to  flee  to  a  better 
and  a  purer  world.  Sir,  the  responsibility 
of  that  appointment  rests  with  the  first 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  He  might  have 
been  advised  not  to  place  a  massive  build- 
ing on  a  ruined  arch,  although  that  arch 
be  entwined  with  ivy,  and  crowned  with 
laurel — it  is  indeed  to  me  a  most  painful 
subject,  and  1  mention  it  to  impress  upon 
this  House  the  urgent  necessity  of  placing 
our  officers  on  a  sounder  footing.  This  is 
the  plan  I  propose:  — 

"  Tfit  (forerament  to  apply  a  sum  of  money 
annually,  a«  a  fiind  for  purclta«ing  out  oflcers. 
In  which  will  be  added  ih«  procve  U  from  the 
followiug  sources : 

'*  Kvery  commander  promoted  before  he  has 
served  three  years  in  a  sea-going  ship  as  com- 
mander. 

If  under  4  years*  standing  on  the 

list,  10  pay  .    £1200 

.s  .  ..  aoo 

550 
350 
200 

Above  8  years  to  pay  nothing. 

"  Every  lieutenant  promoted  before  be  has 
served  thrve  yean  in  a  sea-going  ship  as  a 
lieatenaati 
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If  under  5  yeirt'  standing  in  thit 

ranky  to  pay  .  £800 

6  „  „            450 

7  „  „             250 

8  „  „             150 

Above  8  years  to  pay  nothing. 

Every  mate  promoted  before  be  hai  com- 
pleted one  years* service  in  a  sea-goiog  ship  as 
a  mate,  to  pay  .    £600 

Under  2  years  400 

,.      3     „  .150 

„      4     „  .100 

Above  4  years  to  pay  nothing. 

*<  These  regulations  not  to  affect  officers 
promoted  for  distinguished  services. 

**  Officers  having  been  promoted  by  pur- 
chase, not  to  claim  any  ulterior  benefit. 

**  Officers  who  have  sold  out  to  retain  their 

rank. 

"Captains,  commanders,  and  lieutenants 
who  have  served  more  than  eighteen  years  in 
any  one  rank,  or  whose  total  length  of  service 
exceeds  forty  years,  to  be  allowed  to  retire  on 
a  certain  allowance  to  be  fixed  by  Govern- 
ment." 

Sir,  the  effect  of  this  plan  will  be  to  tax 
the  sons  of  those  men  of  hij^h  rank  and 
influence,  who  must  and  will  be  promoted 
over  the  heads  of  hundreds,  and  I  pledge 
myself  that  do  objection  will  be  made  by 
officers  who  have  solely  their  own  merit 
to  depend  upon,  because  they  cannot  be 
worse  off  than  they  are  at  present;  but,  in 
the  event  of  my  proposal  being  brought 
into  operation,  their  chances  of  promotion 
will  be  doubled,  and  I  hope  the  Admiralty 
will  not  continue  to  make  the  same  mis- 
takes about  old  officers,  but  will  calculate 
their  experience  by  the  number  of  years 
they  have  been  actually  at  sea  as  first 
lieutenants,  and  not  by  the  time  they  have 
remained  on  shore.  Let  me  remind  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  head  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  that  last  September, 
when  he  proposed  a  retiring  pension  of 
3,500/.  per  annum,  to  a  retired  Vice-Chan- 
cellor,  he  dwelt  upon  the  sound  policy  of 
drawing  an  aged  judge  from  the  bench,  by 
a  comfortable  remuneration,  in  order  that 
the  public  might  be  served  by  a  younger 
man.  I  was  so  struck  with  the  argument 
that  I  was  induced  to  vote  for  the  larger 
sum,  although  the  proposed  alteration  of 
3,000/.  per  annum  appeared  to  me  on  the 
first  impression  to  be  sufficiently  adequate, 
but  that  argument  ought  to  be  in  stronger 
force  when  applied  to  old  captains  and 
admirals,  inasmuch  as  bodily  decay  gene- 
rally precedes  the  decline  of  mental  vigour. 
In  naval  chiefs  you  require  a  strong  con- 


stitution, vigorous  nerves,  and  a  clear 
head,  but  you  reverse  the  principle,  for  we 
bribe  old  admirals  to  go  to  sea,  when  yoa 
bribe  judges  to  retire  into  private  life;  but 
the  Admiralty,  always  lukewarm  in  pro« 
moting  our  interests,  are  afiraid  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  of  the 
expense:  do  not  say  that  this  country, 
yon  proudly  boast  of  being  the  Queen  of 
the  Seas,  cannot  afford  to  pay  her  naval 
officers  their  just  claims,  for  you  can  afford 
to  do  what  is  right,  and  you  cannot  afford 
to  do  what  is  wrong ;  you  pay  one-fifth  of 
the  rental  of  the  land  to  the  clergy,  and 
magnificent  salaries  to  your  ambassadors, 
crown  officers,  and  great  lawyers.  But  in 
the  event  of  war  who  do  you  rely  upon  7 
Is  it  on  the  prayers  of  the  priests  to  charoa 
the  bullets  ?  Or  on  the  special  pleading 
of  the  lawyer  ?  No,  Sir,  you  will  again  de- 
pend upon  the  strong  arm  of  the  soldier, 
and  on  the  supple  limb  of  the  sailor,  oa 
those  men  who  have  conquered  kingdoms 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  who  have 
brought  this  little  island  to  the  highest 
pitch  of  glory  that  any  empire  ever  at- 
tained :  the  gallant  chiefs  who  led  them 
to  victory,  have,  in  their  turns  succumbed 
to  old  age  and  death.  My  object  is  to  re- 
place them  with  efficient  men,  who  cao 
follow  in  their  glorious  track  ;  which  ob- 
ject the  Admiralty  has  not  the  moral 
courage  to  attempt.  Sir,  I  am  well  aware 
that  the  task  I  have  undertaken  is  most 
invidious,  and  that  the  shafts  of  calumny 
will  fly  round  my  head ; — let  them  fly ; 
they  will  pass  unheeded,  they  will  be  for- 
gotten, but  the  good  deed  may  be  remem- 
bered. I  shall  finish  in  the  words  of  the 
old  song,— 

"  Then  oh !  protect  the  British  tar, 
Be  mindful  of  his  merit ; 
And  when  again  you're  plung*d  in  war. 
Hell  show  his  daring  spirit." 

Sir  G.  Cockburn  supposed  it  might  be 
deemed  a  bold  measure  for  him  as  one  of 
the  old  officers  alluded  to  by  the  young 
officer  who  had  last  addressed  the  Hou8e» 
with  whose  statements  and  obaervations 
though  he  concurred  with  some  few  of 
them,  he  hr  more  generally  dissented 
from^  to  rise  for  the  purpose  of  repljring 
to  them.  The  hon.  and  galUnt  Member 
had  referred  particularly  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Elton,  he  shonld  begin  therefore  by 
saying  a  few  words  upon  that  matter. 
But  what  he  was  about  to  say  was  forced 
from  him,  in  consequence  of  the  allusion 
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to  the  catf.    When  the  ieotence  of  thelnot  able  to  act.     He  (Sir  Q.  Cockbarn) 


oourt-martial  waa  read  at  the  Admiralty, 
tlierc  was  not  an  oflicer  at  the  Board 
here  who  did  not  aar  that  he  onnaidered 
it  a  nerere  one.  The  Admiralty  con- 
oeiveil  that  the  court-martial  must  have 
had  c;ood  grounds  for  the  decision  to 
which  tlicj  had  come,  but  at  the  same 
time  thuy  considen*«l  it  a  hcarj  sentence, 
and  they  made  up  tlirir  minds  that,  when 
the  >«»ung  gentleman '  should  ciNue  home, 
they  would  not  send  him  to  prison.  When, 
iMiwever,  they  heanl  (if  his  improper  n in- 
duct on  board  the  Hastingn,  they  deter- 
mined not  to  interfere  in  his  behalf,  and 
he  was  sent  to  the  Marshalftea  to  undcrgu 
his  t<*rm  of  Imprisonment.  Whilst  in  the 
Marslialsea,  Mr.  Klton  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  captain  of  the  Hastings,  apologt»ing 
for  his  conduct.  The  (*aptain,  in  cunse- 
c|uen(«,  came  to  the  Adniiralty,  and  bi'ggcd 
as  a  personal  farmir  tu  himself  that  the 
remsimlerof  Mr.  Elton's  pun ibh men t  might 
be  n*mitte<l.  The  Adniiralty  did  n4>t 
comply  at  once  with  that  rp(|ueiit,  but  in- 
f<imie<I  the  Captain  that  after  he  had  uii- 
der|{nmr  a  month's  imprisonment,  the  Ad- 
miralty considering  that  he  had  been  dis- 
missed from  the  service,  also  the  lengtheninl 
confinement  he  had  undergone  between 
his  sentence  being  pronounced  and  his 
arreiit  in  Englann«  also  the  sererity  of 
that  tientencrc,  and  his  month's  confinement 
in  the  Marshalscn,  were  of  opinion  emiugh 
woiilil  have  lieen  done  to  maintain  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  lervic*!*,  and  tliat  to  hare  kept 
him  hingiT  in  prison  w-nuM.  under  the 
cirriim«t»ni-es,  ham  apiifared  rindirti%'c, 
rut  her  than  tend  to  the  lienefit  of  the 
nrrvliT.  Il(*  c*oiild  not  c*«mcur  in  the 
nbsi'rration^  wisirh  the  hun.  and  gallant 
Otfitvr  had  made  upin  the  rvctriit  appjint- 
moiit  til  the  (iimiiiaiid  of  the  .Mi'diierraiuMn 
tIeeL  Tb«*  gallant  Admiml  who  had  lieen 
placitl  in  cfimmand  iif  that  station,  waw 
mir  iif  t\\c  luii^t  diHtingni^hi'd  oliitvr^  in 
the  «erriie.  lie  »a«»  jukm-v^mI  of  mn«i- 
derahle  talent.  wx<i  |Kirti<i|Iarly  well  in- 
fornieil  it  pi  in  all  |N»int4  lirariiii;  upon  the 
dntii'^  I  if  managiiig  a  f\v*-t.  It  wa«  not 
erery  viHini;  man  uImi  r't.hl  managi*  a 
flfet,  tfi«(iigh.  nil  dmiht,  ever)'  young  man 
fhiMight  \it  riMihl  do  ntt.  ( 'onHidt* rable 
kotiwlftlire  an  I  t'i|ii*rieii«-e,  and  a  grrat 
ileal  «if  talvnt  wen*  refpiiMte  fi»r  the  maii- 
agenieiit  nf  a  flet-t.  .Sir  1..  Owen  was 
known  to  |N»«!ir«<i  those  (|Uali  first  ions,  and 
a^  hmi;  as  In*  frit  him^rlf  Hirong  and  lit 
ffir  duty,  it  w«iuld  ill  liroimp  thr  Admiralty 
to  set  him  aside,  and  tell  him  that  be  was 


could  not  take  that  course,  because  he 
knew  that  the  gallant  Admiral  was  quite 
efficient,  and  believed  that  he  would  man- 
age the  fleet  as  well  as  any  man  who  being 
much  younger  thought  himself  much  more 
clerer.  If  any  insuboniinatlon  existed  in 
the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  lie  waa 
persuaded  that  the  gallant  Admiral  wotild 
set  matters  to  rights  there.  His  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  op|M>site,  had  earnestly 
urgetl  the  expcdicnci*  of  giving  such  al- 
loiraniTs  to  old  omrem  as  would  in- 
duce them  to  quit  the  servicv,  and  make 
niom  for  others  less  under  the  weight  of 
years.  Upon  that  point,  he  wished  to 
recall  to  the  mind  of  u  noble  Lord  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  that  a  suggestion 
of  this  nature  liad  been  made  in  the 
naval  and  military  commission,  and  tliat  it 
bail  been  well  considered,  and  carefully  ar- 
gued.  It  certainly  was  a  subject  that  de- 
served consideration,  but  then  he  thtm^ht  it 
might  fairly  bedoubte<l  whether  the  course 
recommended  by  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  was  the  liest  that  could  be  adopted ; 
this  was  a  topic,  iNiwerer,  u|ion  whicli  be 
wouhl  not  now  dilate  ;  but  if  there  was  to 
be  any  increase  of  the  pav  of  the  seamen, 
the  pay  of  the  otfioen  ought  to  be  advanoad 
in  a  aimilar  proportion.  It  liad  boen  sugw 
geated,  that  tlie  pay  of  the  seamen  ought 
tu  be  advanced  to  the  extent  of  12i.  a 
month ;  such  an  advance  would  oom|iel  tlie 
merchant  service  to  raise  the  wages  of  sea- 
men higli«*r ;  as  much  as  often  stated  of 
the  un|iopularity  of  the  navy.  Gentlemen 
might  depend  u|M)n  it,  that  whatever  was 
the  |iay  givi-n  in  the  navy,  the  mer- 
chants ftervice  unll  lie  obliged  to  give  more 
to  obtain  men  ;  the  question,  tberef«>re,  be« 
Ciime  one  of  great  iniportance^-one  which 
not  only  conrerne<l  the  defence  of  the 
i-ountry,  hut  the  uhoU*  (*oinmeroe  of  the 
aiuntry,  and  on  that  ground,  if  not  upon 
any  other.  h«  thought  that  it  well  became 
the  rcHponsible  ail  viziers  of  the  Crown  to 
liNik  at  the  matter  lery  Kcriotidy,  and 
|KiU!(e  iM'fore  they  tiMik  a  step  which  in- 
Vfihed  c'onM.iiueiK'eA  of  the  nioht  im|iortant 
i*hara(*tcr.  In  the  eourM?  of  the  present 
divuMitin,  n^ferenn*  had  U-en  ulswi  made  to 
the  II umber  nf  Imy^  einpliiyed  in  the  navy  ; 
that,  'Jks  wrll  an  the  other  tupicM  opened 
U|Hiii  t\\\%  in'caMiin,  fiirnird  in  i I iielf  another 
very  large  qiie<«tiiin.  He  beliei'eil  there 
could  fie  no  <l<iuhi  that  Imih  in  the  merchant 
•^•rvice  and  in  the  navv.  there  were  more 
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boyo  than  were  alfsiilutrly  nrceasary  -,  and 
at  all  times  there  were  more  boys  ready  to 
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go  to  tea  thiD  were  required  or  could  be 
provided  for,  and  it  was  useloM  to  bring 
forward  more  seamea  tban  oould  find  em- 
ployment in  the  naval  and  mercantile 
marine^  this  country  will  always  have  as 
many  seamen  as  you  will  give  bread  to, 
but  with  the  exception  of  a  few  over  for 
relief  you  will  have  no  more,  for  seamen 
must  eat  like  all  other  working  men.  At 
the  close  of  the  last  war  upwards  of 
100,000  seamen  were  turned  adrift  upon 
the  wide  world,  and  they  were  of  ne- 
cessity reduced  to  a  most  distressing 
condition ;  some  of  them  became  labourerv 
to  the  country  and  some  entered  into  fo* 
reign  service;  and  he  was  sure  hon.  Mem* 
bers  would  agree  with  him  when  he  said, 
that  nothing  should  be  done  calculated  to 
produce  a  repetition  of  occurrences  so 
painful,  and  in  all  respects  so  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  public  service  and  to  the 
great  interests  of  the  country.    Subse* 

Soently,  the  naval  establishment  was  re- 
Qced  to  1S,000  men.  It  had  now  again, 
in  oonaequenoe  of  the  alarm  which  pre- 
vaiitd  last  3fear,  been  raised  to  32,500 
men.  He  need  hardly  observe  that  a  sea- 
man could  not  be  called  into  existence  at 
a  moment's  notice,  and  therefore  it  was  not 
all  at  ODce  that  soeh  an  addition  ooaM  be 
flsade  to  a  force,  which  for  some  time  pre- 
viously had  been  nefflected  and  allowed  to 
foil  into  decay,  and  which  of  a  sudden 
the  natioo  called  upon  the  Government  to 
augment  [Sir  C.  Natrier,  it  had  been 
increased  mdually.]  Not  very  gradually. 
There  had  been  certainly  of  late  difficulty 
in  obtaining  men  from  the  causes  1 
have  stated,  but  they  have  now  been 
obtained.  That  object  then  having  been 
accomplished,  there  would,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  be  a  glut  in  the  market, 
and  the  usual  supply  of  boys  would 
prove  suflicient  to  keep  up  the  establish- 
ment. He  quite  concurxed  with  those 
who  thought  that  there  was  a  strong 
necessity  for  keeping  up  at  least  the  num- 
ber of  men  now  employed,  for,  of  course,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  men  main- 
tained during  peace  in  the  navy,  would  be 
reduced  the  necessity  of  reverting  to  im- 
pressment on  the  breaking  out  of  war, 
and  thereby  distressing  the  merchant 
service.  As  to  the  pay  of  the  officers, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  make  objections 
to  any  increase  of  their  pay  which  the 
House  of  Commons  might  think  advis- 
able; but  as  some  reference  had  been 
made  to  the  comparative  pay  of  the  army 
and  the  navy,  he  must  be  permitted  to  ob- 


serve, that  the  pay  of  a  captain  of  a  first 
rate  in  the  navy  amounted  to  800/.  a-year» 
while  the  pay  of  a  colonel  in  the  army  did 
not  exceed  810/. ;  but  he  did  not  then 
propose  to  argue  the  question.  There 
was  a  point,  however,  to  which  he  wished  to 
direct  attention.  The  point  to  which  he  al- 
luded related  to  thepettyoffioenof  tbenavr* 
he  thouglit  them  a  class  of  men  who  could 
not  be  too  much  encouraged ;  they  were 
much  attached  to  the  service,  and  they 
frequently  moved  about  from  ship  to  ship ; 
they  formed  a  very  valuable  and  uaenil 
class,  and  he  thought  it  highly  desirable 
that  they  should,  in  all  cases  where  pro- 
motion was  deserved,  be  raised  to  the  rank 
of  warrant  officers.  Much  had  been  said 
by  other  hon.  Members  as  to  the  import- 
ance of  having  our  fleets  commandea  by 
young  officers ;  on  that  subject  he  would 
only  observe  that  the  House  would  pro- 
bably recollect,  that  some  of  omr  most 
deciiive  naval  victories  had  been  achieved 
under  the  command  of  admirals  for  ad- 
vanced in  life.  The  next  subject  that 
he  would  advert  to  was,  that  of  tne  **good 
service  pensions,"  which  it  had  been  argued 
ought  to  be  continued,  whether  the  offi- 
cers holding  them  were  employed  or  not, 
but  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee* 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  Order 
in  Council  expressly  stated  they  should 
only  be  held  whilst  the  officers  were  on 
half-pay,  unless  when  held  by  officen 
whose  distinguished  services  placed  them 
out  of  all  rule,  such  for  instance  as  had 
lately  been  rendered  by  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  for  Marylebonne,  but  if  it 
were  the  opinion  of  the  House,  such  per- 
sons should  be  held  with  the  full  pay 
generally,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
procuring  an  alteration  of  the  Order  in 
Council  to  that  effect  As  regarded  re- 
tirement, it  would  certainly  be  a  valuable 
improvement,  that  all  officers  after  a  cer- 
tain age  should  be  allowed  to  retire  on 
20f .  a  day.  One  gallant  officer  had  also 
spoken  on  the  subject  of  enabling  officers 
to  sell  their  commissions.  That  wa»  an 
old  proposition  of  his  own,  but  when  he 
brought  forward  the  proposition,  the  House 
did  not  seem  to  like  the  idea,  and  there- 
fore he  dropped  it.  He  brought  the  ques- 
tion forward  again  before  the  military  and 
naval  commission,  but  he  met  with  no  dis- 
position to  encourage  any  plan  to  intro- 
duce into  the  navy  the  pnnciple  of  buying 
and  selling  commissions.  As  the  subject, 
however,  had  again  been  mentioned  ia  the 
House,  he  thought  he  might  again  lie  al^ 
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laired  to  refer  to  it.  In  ererf  aerTiw,  sod 
under  every  GnrerDment,  there  coulA  be 
no  doubt,  m  certkiu  degree  of  interest  muit 
prevail.  A  man  with  great  puliameiitiirjr 
iDterent  came  to  a  public  bnanl,  and  it  was 
not  always  cany  to  mist  bis  application. 
Niir  was'  this  evil  without  wime  accom- 
paaying  adrantagcs,  fur  he  felt  bound  to 
«a;,  that  it  was  of  great  advantage  to  the 
sertice  now  and  then  to  bring  forward 
youug  officers.  Now,  if  hIcs  of  cuinmis- 
siuDs  were  allowed,  it  bud  struck  him  there 
would  be  this  adrantigi.-  in  it.  There 
were  two  hundred  capiaiusun  the  list  who 
•ere  itcarcely  fit  fur  Hcrvice  any  longer,  yet 
it  would  be  agreat  expense  to  the 
;  them  by  gi"' —  ''- —  '■ 


(COMMONS)  ffatj  EiHmaM.  M 
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pay 


but  it   would  still  be  much  lo  the 


komI  of  the  serrice  if  they  oould  be  com- 
fortably rvmored  from  it.  The  mauage- 
■nent  of  this  ought,  of  cour*e,  to  be  left  en- 
tirety  to  the  reBpoD*ibi)ity  of  the  Admiralty. 
iiupMNe,  then,  a  gentleman  wtih  great 
parliamentary  interest  canie  to  the  first 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  applied  to 
have  hii  son  or  bin  nephew  promoted. 
the  first  Lord  might  tell  bim  in  reply 
that  he  would  put  the  son  or  nephew'M 
name  on  the  list  for  purcbsse,  he  knew 
of  a  certain  number  of  ulficcn  dcfiroiii 
of  going  out  of  the  serviee,  and  a  sum, 
say  of  4,0UO^  would  prove  a  temptioj^  aud 
comfortable  proriaion  for  the  retiring 
officer  to  be  furniihed  by  the  young  nfficer 
whiMe  parcnU  anight  be  able  and  willing 
ao  to  press  him  forward  in  the  lerriue. 
Under  such  a  system  when  an  <dil  oflirer 
of  thirty  years'  serttcc  might  be  made 
oo  the  saise  day  with  ii  i-am|>an>lively 
youOK  olBcer,  the  olJ  i-lRcer  would  have 
the  laiisfaction  of  kuoaiog  that  he  owt.'d 
his  rank  only  tu  hi*  nerricea,  while  the 
youDg  oftciT  had  lacrifiinl  a  large  sum  of 
money  lu  obtain  the  uine  rank,  ."^ucfa 
a  reflLilioD  would  act  as  a  balm  of  cuowita- 
tioD  to  the  old  iifficrr.  rather  than  otber- 
wiar.  As  the  subject  bad  been  brought 
furward  again,  he  hail  been  unable  to 
resiit  the  iocliDaticm  of  itaiing  hi>  views 
on  it.  As  it  was  rrrtainly,dt«inible,  thai 
ntaas  ihould  be  found  uf  pmviding  foi 
the  |«omutioa  of  younger  oSi-i-rs,  by  the 
Kiirement  of  tbcae  wh<>  were  pa<it  the 
period  of  wrrice.  And  it  appt-an.'d  to 
kin,  that  there  were  only  two  wayt 
in  which  this  couhl  be  duue.  The  first 
waa,  lu  provide  for  the  retirement  of 
i4d  uttivri  by  a  grant  fruui  the  Kich* 
■luer,  by  allowing  them  t»  ntirv  on  'A 
■  day  iDitCMi  of  14i.     The  Mivud  was. 


i-eoo*Bte  the  acrrice  by  permitting  the 
jiurchoae  of  commiuioni.  With  regard  to 
one  poiul  more  which  had  been  adrerted 
to  bv  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miraltv  the  Member  for  Halihz,  h« 
begged  to  say  that  there  being  a  consider- 
iiblewaat  of  petty  officers  that  could  be 
depended  upon.  Since  the  sudden  au^ 
mentation  of  the  navy,  and  the  reasona 
trhich  operated  tn  prerent  seamen  having 
pensions  from  joining  the  nary  no  longer 
prevailing,  the  Admiralty  deemed  it  ad- 
risablc  to  admit  of  their  again  serving  in 
It  retaining  their  pensions,  which  has 
i^uickly  supplied  the  reuuired  number  of 
exrallent  and  trustworthy  petty  offioen, 
and  OH  lie  had  been  inforiued  given  greftt 
id  general  satisfaction  both  to  officers 
id  men.  Pension!  to  seamen  are  only 
granted  under  the  immediate  luperrisian 
uf  one  of  the  Idrd*  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
when  a  man  has  earned  one,  he  is  almoat 
«ure  to  be  a  good  and  truslwortby  maoi 
and  therefore  a  moat  valuable  acquisition 
IS  a  petty  officer  to  guide  and  lead  thone 
who  have  more  recently  come  into  the 
lerrice,  which  he  truited  would  fully 
juKtiry  what  had  been  done  on  that  point, 
outwit hitanding  the  adverse  remaru  re- 
lating to  it,  of  the  hon.  Member  oppoaitc. 
Captain  BerktUif  said,  he  was  not  going 
to  find  fault  with  the  Board  of  Admiraltj 
for  the  clemency  shown  to  Mr.  Ellon, 
The  answer  which  he  had  received  lb« 
other  night  had  perfectly  eatisfied  bim, 
inavmuch  as  tt  had  cleared  the  character 
of  Csplain  Williams,  and  of  the  officers 
who  formed  the  coart  before  which  Mr.  El- 
had  been  tried,  from  the  impuialioaiao 
lavishly  poured  out  upon  them  by  the 
public  pteii.  .Mr.  Ellon,  it  was  ijuite  true, 
had  seivrd  in  a  ship  under  his  c»mmaud, 
and  had  plumed  himself  very  much  on  a 
cenificBlc  from  him.  But  the  young 
man's  friends  had  been  loo  cautious  to 
produce  hit  certificate,  slating  the  resaona 
why  Mr.  Ellon  waf  removed  fion  lb* 
Thunderer.  Those  reatoni  were  very  well 
known  tu  Captain  Williams.  The  feeling 
out  of  doors  bad  been  so  itron^  on  thia 
mailer,  ibjt  he  was  glad  tu  have  it  in  bis 
power  10  ctem  ihe  chancier  of  the  officers 
concerned  in  il.  It  was  at  his  suggeaiion 
that  Captain  Williams  had  been  promoted 
by  the  Ule  Hoard  of  Admiralty,  and  Ite 
was  an  officer  evety  way  dcterving  of  the 
distiiictiun.  The  Qallant  Officer  had  spukcn 
of  tlkecircuraslaiice  of  a  boat  with  a  black 
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flig  haviDg  been  rowed  rouod  the  harbour 
by  the  mates  of  the  Meditertanean  fleet.  He 
was  conTinced  no  luch  caie  had  ever  oc- 
curred. Hewaianxiout  to  clear  SirR.  Slop- 
(brd'i  character  against  the  BuppoiilioD  that 
■uch  BD  ocijurrence  could  have  taken  place 
inafleel  under  hiscommaDd,  Hewasaorrji 
■tall  tioiei  lo  draw  conipariioni  between 
the  officers  of  the  navy  and  iboie  of  the 
arinj,  but  as  the  remark  had  been  made 
that  the  pay  of  a  captain  in  the  navy  wai 
larger  than  that  or  a  colonel  in  the  army, 
it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  a  colonel 
had  only  his  meas  to  pay,  while  a  captain 
in  command  of  ■  ship  could  not  properly 
carry  od  the  service  without  keepinf;  an 
expcDiive  table,  A  colonel,  too,  had 
many  allowances  in  addition  to  his  pay, 
while  the  pay  had  to  cover  everything  with 
the  ciptaia  io  the  navy.  The  gallant  Ad- 
miral who  had  just  sat  down,  bad  been 
promoted  at  a  time  whea  the  list  was  not 
ao  large  as  it  was  now.  It  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  list  should  be  relieved, 
and  that  youngerofficera  should  be  placed 
upon  it.  Let  them  take  his  case.  What 
was  hit  chance,  even  if  he  were  to  have  a 
very  long  life,  of  ever  rising  to  the  rank  of 
rear-admiral?  He  was  made  in  1814, 
and  there  were  now  369  officers  on  the  list 
before  him  :  he  knew  of  no  chance  that  any 
brevet,  during  his  time,  was  likely  lo 
reach  down  so  low  as  1814.  Much  had 
been  said  on  the  sabject  of  pensions,  and 
the  pliant  Adminl  had  aaid  that  the 
Order  in  Council  was  a  bar  lo  officers  re- 
ceiving those  pensions  while  on  active 
•ervice.  Would  the  pliant  Admiral  take 
U  upon  himsetr  to  urge  upon  the  Admi- 
ralty the  injuilire  of  such  a  course  ?  Be- 
fore sitting  down  he  must  coogralulalp  the 
country  and  the  service  on  the  great  boon 
conferred  on  the  navy  by  manning  the 
•hips  in  the  way  in  which  ihey  were  now 
manned.  He  had  quilted  ihe  late  Board 
of  Admiralty  on  account  of  his  strung 
feeling  of  the  great  injustice  done  lo  ihe 
service,  by  allowing  the  navy  to  remain' 
with  ship*  manned  as  they  then  were.  He 
was  glad  the  gallant  commodore,  and  the 
gallant  Member  for  Westminster  liad 
addressed  Ihe  House  in  the  way  ihey  had 
done.  The  more  the  circumstancesof  the 
navy  were  discussed,  the  better  it  would 
be.  The  army  always  had  a  man  at  the 
head  of  it,  who  had  the  feelings  of  a  bro- 
ther officer,  but  the  navy  was  almoit  inva- 
riably under  ihe  control  of  one  who  could 
have  none  of  those  feelings.  It  was  a 
VOL.  LXl.    {^} 


delicate  subject  on  which  he  was  now 
going  to  touch,  and  in  what  he  was  going 
10  say  he  wished  to  advance  nothing  dis- 
respectful lo  either  of  the  two  noblemen 
to  whom  he  was  about  to  ref«r,  nor  did  he 
wish  to  imply  that  cither  of  them  was  not 
fully  deserviiig  of  the  promotion  he  had 
obtained.  He  alluded  to  the  two  last 
officers  who  had  been  raised  to  the  dignity 
of  the  peerage.  Now,  when  he  saw  two 
military  officers  selected  for  such  a  dis- 
tinction, he  could  not  help  thinking  of  the 
services  of  such  a  man  as  Sir  Robert  Stop- 
ford,  who  had  commenced  his  career  in 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  actions  on  record 
— had  been  in  almost  every  general  action 
since  then,  and  had  wound  up  his  naval 
career  by  the  reduction  of  St.  Jean  d'Acrt. 
The  result  of  Sir  Robert  Slopfbrd's  last 
achievement  had  been  to  secure  the  peace 
of  Europe,  and,  without  blaming  the  dis- 
tinctions conferred  on  the  army,  he  did 
think  that  similar  rewards  ought  not  to 
be  withheld  from  the  navy. 

Lord  Ingetlre  said,  he  hoped  that  naval 
men  would  always  hang  together.  He 
hoped  the  honour  of  a  peerage  would  becon- 
ferredon  Sir  R,  Stopford.  The  present  Board 
of  Admiralty  were  entitled  to  the  gratitude 
of  the  country  for  giving  full  complements 
10  the  ships.  He  wished  to  press  upon  the 
House  the  necessity  of  devising  some  plan 
for  maintaining  a  constant  stream  of  pr»- 
raotion,  to  fill  up  the  places  of  those 
who  became  old  and  untit  for  service.  His 
boil,  and  gallant  Friend,  the  Member  for 
Ripon,  (Sir  G.  Cockbum)  was  a  splendid 
instance  of  a  man  preserving  his  powers 
after  such  a  lone  course  of  service;  but 
such  cases  must  tunays  be  tare.  It  was  to 
be  hoped  that  some  plan  of  retirement 
would  be  found.  With  respect  to  the  pay, 
the  navy  were  not  generally  dissatisfied, 
as  there  are  several  circumstances  such  as 
pensions,  a  power  of  allotting  part  of  their 
pay  which  compensate  for  a  Tesa  amount  of 
pay  to  be  obtained  in  the  merchant  service. 
But  petty  officers  ought  to  have  belter  pay, 
and  their  pay  ought  not  to  be  reduced 
when  serving  in  small  vessels.  In  small 
brigs  there  was  often  much  more  work  for 
the  petty  officers  than  on  board  of  line-of- 
battle-ihips,  and  therefore  it  was  much  to 
be  desired  that  they  should  be  paid  accord- 
ing to  their  rank  in  the  service,  and  not 
according  to  the  rating  of  the  vessels  on 
board  of  which  they  served.  He  was  gled 
to  ice  that  a  committee  of  shipwrights  bad 
been  appointed  at  Woolwich  to  cimsider  of 
the  best  mode  of  construction.  Three  years 
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ago,  he  h&d  had  the  honour  of  moving  for 
returns  of  the  triaU  of  three  ships,  the 
Pique,  the  Inconstant  and  the  Castor  in 
which  the  Inconstant,  huilt  by  his  la- 
mented friend.  Captain  Hayes,  had  fully 
proved  her  superiority  in  sailing,  besides 
having  cost  3,(I0()/.  less  than  the  l^iquc. 
He  (I^rd  Ingest  re)  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther it  was  tlie  intention  of  the  Admiraltv 
to  construct  any  more  ships  on  the  plan  (if 
the  Innmstant,  also  to  lay  down  u  line  of 
battle-ships  on  the  lines  of  Captain  Hayes, 
which  he  was  undemtuod  to  have  left  to 
his  family,  and  which  he  (Lord  Ingestre) 
hoped  would  prove  a  great  benefit  to  the 
country.  He  thought  we  hud  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  large  frigateii.  When 
he  saw  how  many  vessels  of  that  descrip- 
tion France  hod,  he  did  not  think  Eng- 
land was  prepared,  in  case  of  an  emer- 
gency, to  maintain  lier  su|M-riority  in 
this  nvpect.  Another  question  whirh  he 
wL«hed  to  put,  related  to  the  disa^irofiN 
ex])etlition  to  the  Niger.  Shortly  before 
tliat  expeilition  left  this  muntry.  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
Parliament  to  the  calamitouH  conRequenees 
likely  to  result  from  the  ill-judged  time  ut 
which  the  expedition  sailed  for  Africa. 
What  he  wished  to  know  was,  whether 
there  was  any  intention  of  renewing  llml 
expedition  ?  One  thing  he  wished  to  pri'sb 
was.  the  inadequacy  of  the  pay  of  a  captuin 
when  in  command  of  a  ship.  A  captain  | 
must  necessarily  incur  a  great  outlay 
of  money  if  he  observed  the  cmumon  hospi-  ' 
tAlity  which  he  was  bound  to  sliow.  It 
was  cfmsidered  part  of  the  duty  of  a  captain  < 
to  sliow  that  hospitality ;  it  was  of  material 
benefit  to  the  KTvice,  but  many  officers  | 
Were  giving  that  hiispitality  to  the  country 
for  iiitihing,  and  he  would  therefore  re- 
commend fifime  allowance  in  the  nature  of 
t.ible  monev. 

Sir  Geory4  Cockburn  said,  that  a  corn- 
minion  of  all  the  master  shipwrights  wiis 
now  sitiiij^  at  Woolwich.  Their  re|>ori 
had  not  yet  been  receivnl,  but  he  hoped 
the  result  of  their  deliberations  wuuld  be 
to  obtain  the  best  postibU*  mode  uf  build- 
ing ships,  and  also  how  to  place  as  many 
gyos  as  could  be  fought  cousislehil)  with 
sireo^lh,  not  fort;ctiiug  the  more  impoit-  • 
anr  point  of  sailing  againit  head  seas  and 
ofi*l*-C  shores.  The  iucimstant  he  brlnvrd 
to  be  the  bett  ship  of  lier  class  in  the 
navy.  On  the  last  cMH^asioii  on  which  Uie 
was  tried,  slic  wt-nt  over  the  water  like  a 
duck,  while  her  competitor  was  pluughuig 
Iht  waves  with  bcr  bovtprii. 


Lord  Stanley  said,  that  it  properly  de» 
volved  upon  him  to  return  an  answer  to 
the  second  quealion,  which  related  to  ike 
probability  of  the  renewal  of  an  eipoditioa 
to  the  Niger.  That  expedition  was  un- 
dertaken on  the  most  humane  motives. 
1*here  had  been  a  desire  to  ascertain 
whether  it  was  not  poaaible  to  improve  ibe 
interior  of  Africa  through  the  tgeocy  of 
commerce,  and  whether  by  (hat  means  a 
stop  might  not  lie  put  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  slave-trade.  It  was  impos- 
sible (o  deny  that  to  a  certain  lamentable 
extent  the  expeilition  had  proved  a  failure. 
Yet  it  had  been  not  altogether  a  failure. 
It  had  shown  that  it  was  the  wish  of  tbc 
inhabitants  of  the  interior  of  Africa  to 
avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  Co 
enter  into  commercial  relations  with  tbe 
|>eople  of  this  country.  A  system  of  regu- 
lar gnvernnient  existed  among  those  tribes, 
and  if  the  climate  did  not  prevent  it, 
tliere  was  evidently  nothing  in  the  way  of 
nn  active  commerce  between  the  people  of 
this  country  and  tliose  of  the  interior  of 
Africa.  1*he  lamentable  result  of  the  ex- 
pedition had  been  owing  to  the  baneful 
nature  of  the  climate  along  the  river,  and 
that  climate  had  not  improved  in  propor- 
tion as  the  expedition  got  to  a  greater 
distance  from  the  sea.  Tbc  effects  of  the 
climate  had  been  so  deadly  on  all  the 
Euro|ieans,  that  her  Majesty's  Govero- 
ment  frit  they  would  not  be  justiSed, 
even  by  the  im|>ortance  of  the  object  lo 
lie  attained,  if  they  were  again  to  risk  tbe 
lives  c>f  a  number  of  white  men  oo  n 
similar  expedition.  So  far,  therefore,  na 
an  expedition  of  while  meo  was  con- 
cerned, her  Majesty's  Government  had  no 
intention  of  renewing  the  expedition  lo 
tlie  Niger.  But  one  result  of  the  expe- 
dition had  been  to  form  on  the  river  an 
establishment  of  negroes,  who,  by  a  long 
commerce  with  Kuropeaos,  had  been  ena- 
bled to  carry  into  the  iuterior  of  Africa 
no  «msll  part  of  our  civilization  and  re* 
1i|rion.  On  the  part  of  ber  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment It  was  his  vifth  to  disclaim  all 
intention  of  occupying  territory,  or  of 
asfte:tiiig  any  rights  of  sovereignty,  or  of 
otTenng  protection  which  the  country  conid 
not  afterwards  efficiently  extend.  .Negroes 
i;oiog  into  the  inlerior  of  Africa  must  not 
suppose  that  tbey  settlrtl  there  under 
bntish  sovereignty,  but  must  subject  them- 
u  Ives  to  the  law*  of  the  country  wliere 
they  went  to  reside.  IStill  it  might  be 
matter   ol   dcuU  mbetber  the  settlemenl 
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rrferred  to  oofht  to  be  altogether  aban- 
doned. It  mi^t  be  found  poitible  to 
■ettd  a  ttemmer  up  the  Niger,  with  a  crew 
compoeed  wholly  of  negroes,  for  (he 
dimale  had  not  been  found  to  affect  the 
negroes  of  the  expedition.  It  might, 
therefore,  be  a  fair  matter  of  consideration, 
whether  Government  might  not  give  to 
that  settlement  the  protection  which  it 
might  derive  from  the  occasional  appear- 
ance of  a  Btea;ner  under  British  colours 
on  the  river.  At  all  events,  it  might  be 
as  well  uoi  to  deprive  themselves  of  the 
power  of  sending  up  the  river  to  remove 
the  persons  composing  that  establishment, 
should  such  be  their  wish,  and,  therefore, 
it  was  possible  that  a  small  estioMite  for 
that  purpose  might  be  called  for.  After 
the  loss  of  life*  however,  that  had  occurred 
ia  the  Ute  expedition,  Qoveraaneot  had 
no  intention  of  repeating  it  on  anything 
like  a  similar  scale. 

Mr.  CharUi  Wood  said,  he  had  heard 
the  stateosent  made  by  the  noble  Lord 
with  great  satisfactioo.  With  regard, 
iKMPever,  to  the  good  service  pensions,  he 
(Mr.  C.  Wood)  might  observe  that  the 
answer  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  was  precisely  that  which  had 
been  foraierly  given  by  him  (Mr.  C.  Wood) 
when  be  had  the  hoaoar  of  a  seat  at  the 
Admiralty,  and  yet  that  answer  had  given 
greater  eatisfaction  to  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tleaiaa's  Friends  behind  him,  than  he  had 
•0  the  former  oocaaios  been  able  to  im- 
part. The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
had  aaaounced,  there  had  been  a  reduc- 
tioa  of  six  sail  of  the  line,  which  was 
more  than  he  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  had  ex- 
pected, akhoogh  he  thought  that  some 
redoctioo  had  been  effiBCted.  He  in- 
tended to  offer  no  objection  with  respect 
to  the  number  of  men,  thst  being  a  ques- 
tion which  oaght  to  be  settled  by  the 
executive  GovemaMnt.  He  had  no  fault 
lo  find  with  the  estimates ;  indeed  it  would 
be  strange  if  be  had,  for  they  were  as 
nearly  as  poasd>le  the  same  as  those  of 
last  year— another  signal  proof  that  the 
preaeat  Government  had  not  succeeded 
in  acting  much  better  thsn  their  prede- 
cessors. He  did  not  intend  to  offer  any 
i^bfeetioos  Co  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Government  wiih  regard  to  manning  the 
ships  with  fall  complements.  Indeed,  in 
the  pieseot  state  of  the  country,  and  of 
ber  foreign  relations,  in  the  state  of  the 
world  at  large,  he  admitted  that  for  the 
last  two  years  it  would  have  been  better 


if  larger  complements  had  been  mats- 
tained.  Nevertheless,  the  Admiralty  had 
gone  to  work  somewhat  hastily,  and  tome 
of  their  proceedings  were  not  founded 
upon  very  intelligible  principles.  Sooie 
time  ago  a  scheme  had  been  proposed  by 
several  experienced  officers  for  settling 
the  complements  of  men  by  the  number 
of  guns  snd  the  weight  of  metal  they 
carried.  The  calculation  had  been  made 
with  great  care,  and  although  not  carried 
out,  the  scheme  had  been  left  in  the  Ad- 
miralty by  the  late  Government.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say  thst  the  numbers  in  the 
estimates  were  the  same  as  those  in  the 
draft  proposal  he  had  alluded  to.  On 
the  contrary,  the  new  full  complement  for 
second  class  6rst  rates  was  950  men, 
whereas,  according  to  the  plan  agreed 
upon,  it  was  only  850,  the  plan  adopted 
being  100  more;  and  he  wished  to  know 
the  reason  of  that  increase.  If  it  was  de- 
termined thst,  at  the  present  time,  ships 
should  go  to  sea  under  all  circumstances, 
and  whatever  might  be  the  state  of  our 
foreign  relations  or  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice, with  what  was  considered  a  full  war 
complement,  he  should  be  glad  to  know 
what  reasons  had  induced  the  Admiralty 
to  reverse  what  had  been  the  uniform 
practice  of  all  the  Boards  of  Admiralty  op 
to  the  present  time,  a  practice  that  had 
been  approved  of  by  Lords  Howe  and  8t. 
Vincent — namely,  that  in  time  of  peace  a 
reduced  complement  ^K>uld  be  main- 
tained. The  right  hon.  Greotleman  oppo- 
site had  sat  at  the  Admiralty  Board  ia 
tiroes  not  less  critical  than  the  present, 
when  the  battles  of  Navarioo  and  Algiers 
had  been  fought  wRh  reduced  comple* 
roents,  and  ha  did  not  understand  why 
the  Admiralty  had  thought  it  right  to 
depsrt  from  that  course.  Another  subject 
to  which  he  wished  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  House,  wss  the  practice  of  allowinf 
certain  seamen  to  receive  pensions  with 
their  pay.  The  present  Government  had 
made  a  general  order  that  persons  re- 
ceiving pensions  might  receive  pay  also* 
He  knew  instances  of  two  men  who  had 
served  on  board  the  Formidable  ;  one  was 
attacked  wkh  goat,  and  the  other  laboured 
under  some  bodily  ailment.  Both  these 
men,  although  only  temporarily  disabled, 
received  pensions  and  pay  simultaneously. 
The  case  was  reported  to  the  Admiralty, 
and  instead  of  stopping  the  pension  the 
men  were  discharged.  Thus,  two  able 
seamen,  only  suffering  from  a  trifling 
E2 
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temporary  illness,  were  placed  for  life  on 
the  pension  list.  The  Guvernment,  in- 
deed, had  reconsidert'd  their  determina- 
tion, und  hud  confined  the  system  to  those 
only  who  received  the  r;oo<l  service  pen- 
sion, but  he  concurred  in  what  liad  fallen 
lioin  the  hon.  iind  gallant  Member  for 
MaryUbone,  that  the  sv&tem  was  one  that 
ought  not  10  be  continued  in  its  present 
form.  The  principle  was  contrary  to  thiit 
recojrnistd  in  evcrv  other  branch  of  the 
public  service.  He  thought  ihe  proper 
mode  of  ericclinfT  the  object  would  be  to 
give  increased  rate  of  pay  to  those  who 
had  served  a  certain  number  of  years,  say 
twenty,  and  were  willinn;  to  remain,  but 
that  such  increased  pay  should  not  go 
under  the  name  of  pension,  and  should  be 
calculated  in  some  proportion  to  the  value 
of  past  services.  Under  the  present  syt- 
tern  it  might  happen  that  persons  enjoy- 
ing both  pay  and  pension  would  be  in  the 
receipt  of  a  greater  amount  than  the  petty 
officers  about  them.  At  present  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  keeping  up  the  num- 
ber of  men  once  obtained,  without  re- 
sorting to  the  measures  usually  had 
recourse  to  in  time  of  war,  but  the  diffi- 
culty always  had  been,  and  would  be,  to 
make  a  sudden  increase  in  the  number. 
While  ships  were  kept  an  eighth  or  tenth 
abort  ol  full  complement,  and  the 
measure  was  resorted  to  of  allowing 
pensioners  to  come  into  the  service 
in  time  of  war,  the  facility  of  in- 
creasing the  force  was  greatly  increased. 
In  the  same  manner  whatever  number  of 
pensioners  were  serving  in  merchant  >hips  [ 
formed  a  reserve  not  used  in  time  of  peace,  > 
but  available  on  the  breaking  out  (•!'. 
war.  The  change  of  the  system  was  more- ' 
over  destroying  whit  was  a  great  advan- 
tage in  the  navy— the  keeping  up  an  in. 
tercourse  with  the  merchant  service.  Mf 
objected  to  the  alteration  proposed  by  ihe 
Hoard  of  Admirallv.  because  it  wat  cah  u- 
lated  to  make  the  Queen's  marine  like  ihe 
trmy,  an  eiclusive  and  fteculiar  service,  ! 
and  he  thnut;ht  the  services  oupht  to  be 
viewed  aitO}:ellier  upon  broad  and  com- 
prehensive pnnciplrs  of  rquality.  He 
would  then  come  to  the  estimate  for  the 
material!  requisite  fur  the  maintenance  of 
the  navy.  After  the  many — the  repeated 
attacks,  made  u|>oq  the  late  lioard  of  Ad- 
miralty for  niggjrdlineit.he  confetsrd  that 
he  had  nut  t-X|ieclid  to  tee  any  reilnction 
in  the  eslimales  of  the  prnrnt  tiovetn- 
mcnt  under  that  bead.     At  that  lime  those  . 


attacks  were  made  he  knew  them  to  be 
false,  and  he  did  not  think  they  were  be- 
lieved in  at  the  time.  Nor  did  he  then 
imagine,  that  in  the  reduction  the  Govern- 
ment had  made  they  had  any  intention  of 
sacrificing  the  navv.  He  did  not  think 
the  scheme  of  work  left  in  the  office  by 
the  late  Government  would  be  finished  in 
the  present  year;  indeed,  the  navy  had 
been  neglected,  loo  few  ships  had  been 
replaced  ;  for,  necessarily,  after  a  Ibpse  of 
fiiieen  years,  many  would  be  little  belter 
than  unserviceable.  It  was  only  within 
tlie  last  two  years  that  enough  of  building 
had  been  done  io  order  to  the  due  supply 
of  line  of  battle  ships,  and  the  first  class  of 
steamers.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site (Sir  J.  (iraham),  when  he  presided  at 
the  Admiralty,  carried  out  the  reducliona 
recommended  by  his  predecessor,  and  cer- 
tainly he  had  every  right  to  think  him 
quite  capable  of  forming  a  just  opinioOp 
but  he  would  say  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  did  carry  them  further  than  he 
would  have  done  had  he  remained  a  short 
time  longer  in  the  office.  Before  1830 
an  average  of  seven  years  gave  them  • 
consumption  of  21,600  loads  of  timber, 
while  an  average  of  the  four  years  up  to 
I83r)  gd\c  only  9,<i00  loads,  which  was  a 
reduction  of  more  than  on*^.half.  Subse- 
quently, they  raised  the  consumption  to 
1*2,000  loads,  but  still  in  his  opinion  that 
was  not  enough.  In  1834,  when  be  weol 
into  office  at  the  Admiralty,  no  knowledge 
of  the  slate  of  things  in  the  yards  could  be 
obtained  without  much  trouble  and  great 
loss  of  lime — indeed,  it  was  years  befort 
they  properly  knew  the  real  facts.  In 
18.'{7,  when  an  accurate  survey  was  made^ 
many  of  the  stores,  which  certainly  looked 
well  upon  paper,  were  found  to  be  rotten ; 
and  It  was  found  that  there  was  not  a 
supply  available  for  more  than  six  monthi. 
But  the  (iovcrnment  thought  it  better  not 
to  come  down  to  the  House  and  make  ao 
exposure  of  their  afT^irs,  which  must  in- 
evitably reach  the  knowledge  of  foreign 
nations — they  thought  it  better  to  take  the 
means  within  their  |>ower  to  improve  their 
concJinon  sih  ntlv,  and  rather  suHTer  all  ibe 
obl4M|uy  that  wj»  |ioured  u|K>n  them,  than 
make  an  exposure  that  might  have  proved 
so  prejudicial  to  the  inteiesis  of  the  coun- 
try. The  gradual  but  determined  manner 
in  which  they  had  proceeded  in  that 
rr«}iii't  wiiuld  l>e  »i-rn  froji  the  increased 
volts  taken  from  vear  to  year  for  the  wagea 
and   storei  of  the  dockyards.     In    1836 
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Ibe  rote  for  waeei  wai  300,0001. ;  for 
ilOKi, 383.000/.  In  ISSe.wagesZSS.OOO/., 
•(orH424,000;.;  in  1837,  wage! 350,000/., 
itom575,000/.:  in  1638,  wagn  364,000/:, 
ttor«  593,0001. :  in  1 339,  wtgei  400,000/. , 
■torei  951 ,000/. ;  in  1 840,  wages  460,000/., 
aloreil  ,094,000/.;  in  1841  .wagea  505,000/., 
atorei  1,337,000/.  The  pro poiod  vole  for 
the  preMni  jear  diminiahed  the  amount  in 
both  reapecti — the  lutn  aaked  being,  for 
wage*  495.000/.,  and  for  itorea  1,310,000/. 
He  hoped  ihat  the  pmenl  Gorernment 
woold  be  ai  fullj  teosible  af  their  prede- 
ceaiori  of  keeping  up  thia  deparimeut  of 
the  aervice,  and  Ihat  ihe  efficiency  of  the 
dockjardi  would  be  narrowly  and  carefully 
looked  into.  Then  with  regard  to  ileam- 
ert,  the  reduction  propoted  wai  50,000/. 
— ceriainU  a  large  reduction,  con  aider!  ng 
the  eitreme  and  riling  importance  of  f team 
navigation,  and  the  demand  for  tteam- 
vetaeli,  and  their  exceeding  usefulness  in 
■II  operations  along  the  coast :  still,  con- 
aidering  alt  these  things,  he  trusted  the 
Admiralty  would  expend  sufficient  upon 
■team  enginery,  and  continue  to  build  a 
aufficient  number  of  itesm-teisels.  Then 
with  regard  to  the  packet  setTJce,  he 
thought  that  item  was  impoiiant  enough 
(0  be  put  into  a  separate  vote.  He  was 
happy  to  6od  that  Cnnard's  Halifax  line 
had  answered  its  purposes  so  well.  The 
contract  price  was  certainly  a  large  one; 
but,  although  the  Qovernment  had  been 
ao  BiQch  found  fault  with,  still  it  bad  been 
found  necewary  to  make  a  further  allow- 
ance. They  had  done  well ;  but  he  was 
bappy  to  aee  that  the  West  India  line  had 
■nawered  even  better  up  to  the  present 
time.  They  were  fine  and  powerful  vei- 
hU  which  were  employed,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  continue  to  promote  the  inter- 
course and  peaceable  relations  between 
this  country  and  those  to  which  they  plied. ! 
They  did  not  get  one  farthing  more  than 
they  deserved,  aud,  although  the  charge 
was  high,  he  believed  every  shilling  of  the 
expense  wai  now  received  by  the  Post- 1 
office.  I 

Sir  George  Cockbttrn  was  understood  to 
defend  the  proposition  of  the  Government, 
to  complete  the  complement  of  men  in 
■hipi  under  cammission.  When  it  was 
foand  Ihat  France  and  America  were  man- 
ning their  ships  to  the  utmost,  it  became 
the  duty  of  England  not  to  be  behind 
hand  upon  to  vital  a  point  of  naval  effi- 
ciency. He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  a 
fbip  nndcT-iBaBned  might  opt  ba  navi- 
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gated  ;  hut  he  mantained  that  it  would  not 
be  in  such  a  state  as  a  British  man-of-war 
ought  10  be  to  face  ao  enemy.  Seeing 
what  other  nations  were  doing  in  this  re- 
spect, it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government  to  provide  for  the  proper 
msnning  of  it*  navy.  The  gallant  Ad- 
miral then  proceeded  to  defend  the  course 
which  Government  proposed  to  pnrsae 
with  respect  to  peniions,  upon  the  ground 
Ihat  pensions  granted  in  the  manner  pro- 
poied  would  have  the  effect  of  preventing 
desertion,  and  improving  the  class  of 
petty  officers. 

Sir  il.  H.  IngfU  said,  he  wished  to  make 
a  few  observations  with  reference  to  the 
remarks  of  some  Gentlemen  on  that  (the 
Ministerial)  side  of  the  House,  who  had 
expressed  their  disapproval  of  the  recent 
expedition  to  the  Niger.  He  felt  that  in 
alluding  to  this  subject  he  was  dischar^g 
a  duty  which  he  owed  to  men  who  were 
exceeded  in  gallantry  by  none  who  were 
engaged  in  the  aervice  of  their  country. 
He  was  anxious  to  express  his  grateful  ac- 
knowledgementa  to  the  Membcn  of  the 
late  Administration,  as  well  as  to  her  Ma- 
jesty's present  advisers,  for  the  course  they 
had  pursued  with  regard  to  the  Niger  ex- 
pedition. Hon.  Gentlemen  were  remark- 
ably sensitive  with  respect  to  the  loss  of 
human  life  in  cases  where  the  object  was 
one  of  pure  unmixed  benevolence.  God 
forbid  that  he  should  undervalue  the  sacri- 
fice of  human  life  which  had  been  incurred 
during  the  progreai  of  the  expedition  to 
which  he  alluded.  He  grieved  for  it  ai 
much,  be  trusted,  as  any  individual  in  or 
out  of  that  House.  But  when  he  con- 
sidered the  loss  of  life  which  hod  attended 
expeditions  conducted  for  the  single  and 
sordid  object  of  gain — when  he  reflected 
on  the  sacrifice  of  human  life  which  had 
been  incurred  in  carrying  on  the  slave- 
trade,  and  when  he  compared  it  with  the 
loss  which  had  attended  this  expedition  for 
suppretiing  that  trade,  he  did  not  envy 
the  oensitiveness  of  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
could  bear  to  bear  of  the  loss  of  one-fourth 
of  the  crews  of  all  the  newels  engaged  in 
the  Guinea  trade~2,500  nut  of  10,000 
individuals — and  who  censured  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  for  sending  out  an  ex- 
pedition to  accomplish  an  o^ect  of  the 
most  pure  and  dixinterested  benevolence, 
in  which  fnrtv-two  individuals  had  perished. 
The  result  of  the  expedition  of  OldGeld 
and  Laird  had  been  much  more  disastrous. 
He  thought  the  result*  of  the  expetliiion  to 
the  Niger  did  not  Juitify    the  Ungnags 
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which  had  been  used  by  feme  hon.  (lentlc- 
net!  as  to  the  |wlicy  which  dictated  the 
undcrtaLiiii;,  and  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
general  principles  of  that  policy  would  still 
be  carried  out.  The  question  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  pursuing  the  objects  of  the  ex- 
fwditioii  might  hereafter  come  before  the 
House ;  and  it  won  only  necessary  for  him 
to  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  mithing  had 
trans^iired  to  iustify  the  conderoniition  of 
her  Majesty 'slate  advisers,  or  of  the  prosetit 
(tovernment,  for  having  countenanced  and 
ftupportii!  the  undertaking. 

Viscount  Ingcsirc,  in  explanation,  said 
that  he  had  made  no  commeot  upon  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  Niger 
expedition,  but  had  merely  asked  whether 
it  were  to  be  renewed. 

Captain  BrrMey  approved  of  the  po- 
licy  which  dictated  our  enlargement  of 
the  sliipt*  complement  of  men.  On  his 
return  from  the  Mediterranean,  he  had 
put  the  Admiralty  in  possession  of  a  body 
of  facts  showing  the  necessity  for  such  a 
course.  In  the  month  of  August  the 
Mediterranean  fleet,  very  inefficiently 
manned ,  Has  warm*d  that  it  was  liktly  to 
come  in  contact  with  the  French  fleet.  To 
meet  such  a  contisgency,  it  was  im|>efa- 
tively  necessary  that  the  shi|is'  rrcws 
should  be  increased ;  but  it  was  not  till 
the  month  of  January  following  that  a 
single  addittonsi  seaman  wus  supplied  to 
the  fleet.  Nothing,  in  his  estimation, 
could  justify  the  impolicy  and  injunticc  of 
leaving  a  British  fleet  in  a  position  of  so 
much  hazard. 

Captain  PevktU  admitted  the  able  and 
courteous  ma  oner  in  uhich  the  hon.  C*en- 
tleman  the  Secretary  tu  the  Admiralty 
(Mr.  Sidney  Herbert)  had  submitted  the 
estimates  to  the  cousiderution  of  the 
House .  but  was  still  <»f  opinion  that  Su 
important  u  duty  should  be  |ierfi>rmed 
by  one  of  the  higher  ullicers  connected 
Hith  that  department.  He  jdinitted  the 
advjiita|[c  uliich  the  sc-iviee  would  de- 
rive from  some  of  the  alterations  pro- 
posed by  the  prrtent  .\dminist ration, 
ami  wa^  only  suipii^nl  ih«t  the  ciitimaies, 
as  p-eiiariil  by  them,  «cie  not  fur  a 
luueb  larger  amount.  Tu  have  been  con* 
aistmt  With  the  expression  ol  former  fears, 
as  to  the  unguardi-d  stale  of  our  shores, 
the  Mi^mbers  of  tlic  pre*«nt  tiuvernmcnt 
«liould  have  askrd  for  tiuh  a  sum  as  would 
have  enabled  (hf  m  to  place  a  fleet  at  the 
Nc^e,  at  Portsmouth,  and  at  Hy mouth, 
and  b«  wu  aarpiicd  that  thej  btd  doI 


increased  the  estimates  to  carry  their  own 
projects  into  effect.  The  right  hon.  B«ro» 
net,  the  Member  for  Dorchester,  (Sir  J. 
Graham),  in  a  speech  addressed  a  few 
months  ago  to  hb  constituents,  declared 
that  such  was  the  confidence  of  France 
in  the  pacific  intentions  of  the  present 
Government  of  England  that  she  bad  dia* 
banded  U0,000  men  of  her  army,  and 
redaeecl  her  fleet  by  sii  sail  of  the  line. 
M.  Guiiot,  however,  had  since  declared 
ill  the  French  Chamber,  that  the  Govera- 
menl  of  which  he  was  tbe  head,  had  no 
intention  of  adopting  any  such  course; 
and  the  Minister  of  Marine,  in  the  same 
debate,  announced  that  no  disarmanant 
was  contemplated,  and  that  the  fleet  wonM 
be  kept  up  to  the  same  cxteul  as  it  bad 
been  since  1840.  It  was  true*  that  six 
saiUof-the  line  were  to  leave  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  but  instead  of  being  pat  oat  of 
coniniis»ion,  they  were  to  be  stationed  at 
Brest.  He  (Captain  Pechell)  conceivedp 
thcrelorr,  that  the  danger  of  foieign 
aggression  was  infinitely  greater  now 
than  it  was  at  the  time  that  the  hon. 
(jeiitlciuen  op|iosite  were  so  full  of  alann, 
and  that  it  was  more  the  duty  of  the 
present  than  of  the  late  Government  to 
maintain  the  British  fleet  in  its  full  force 
and  efficiency.  Looking  at  the  estimatce 
as  now  proposed,  he  could  not  but  admit 
that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  them. 
He  thought  that  the  Government  acted 
wisely  in  giving  increaaed  compltmenta  ta 
tbe  ships  in  commission.  They  were  the 
first  to  r Induce  them,  and  he  was  now  glad 
tluit  to  find  they  were  sensible  of  their 
error. 

Mr.  IK.  WdlMtHM  said,  it  was  not  bis 
intention  to  utfer  any  objection  to  tlm 
vote,  but  he  thought  some  explanation 
was  nect  »sary  in  regard  to  the  Post -office 
department,  and  particularly  in  regard  to 
lite  iiicreaicd  allowance  to  Mr.  C^unard, 
for  the  convevaucc  of  tbe  mail  between 
the  countrv  and  North  America. 

Dr.  Bourtmff  complained  of  the  mode 
in  which  the  accounts  were  kept.  Some 
time  ago  be  had  called  the  atientioo  of 
the  Hoase  to  one  cause  of  the  great 
errors  in  the  public  accoants,  gn>wtn|f 
out  of  the  department  for  expendilnra 
lieing  also  the  department  for  receipt.  He 
had  suggrsied  an  alteration  for  the  trans- 
ferring tbe  de|nrtment  for  receipt  to 
the  Treasury,  and  lie  believed  that  tbe 
principle  of  the  alteration  was  that  on 
whcfa  cfcrj   ecbcr  UofernflMnl    acted. 
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Tba  oobl«  Lord  tbe  M«mbci  h»-~i4ind«( 
•Uted  Bi  ihe  time  that  he  concurred  n 
the  »llention,  and  hn  (Dr.  Bowriog'i) 
object  in  iniog  was  to  eipreia  a  hope  that 
the  preaent  GoverBinent  would  take  (he 
point  into  contid  era  lion. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Baring  roae  merely  to  notice 
the  obtervation  or  hi*  hon.  Friend  behind 
Itim  (Mr.  Williamt),  in  re^rard  to  the 
ditional  allowance  to  Mr.  Cunard.     1 
addition   h>d  been  made  in  conieque 
of  it*  having  been  foutid  neceuarj  to  havi' 
two  additional  boats  in  ihe  aervtce  of  Iht 
Post-office  department  between  this  coun- 
try and  America.     The   allowance,  how- 
ever, had   not   been   tncreaaed   until   tlic 
natter  had  been  referred  to  two  Goveni- 
ment  agenti  converaant  with  the  subjecl. 
and  it  vaa  upon  their   representation  that 
tbe  increaae  bad  been  made,  which  in 
own  opinion   Mr.  Cunard  waa  justly 
titled  to. 

Vote  agreed  to,  as  wu  alao  the  vote  of 
747,264/  to  defray  tbe  chargea  of  Tictuali 
for  seamen  and  marines. 

On  tbe  vote  of  V2l,449l.  for  defraying 
the  aalariea  of  tbe  Lord  Comiaissioneis 
and  tbe  cooiingent  expenses  of  the  Ad 
miraltj  being  proposed  — 

Sir  C.  Napier  said,  be  wished  to  ta»kt 
a  few  observations  regarding  the  manner 
in  which  the  Board  of  Admiralty  was  con- 
stituted, h  was  at  present  compoacd  of  a 
tint  Lord,  who  was  a  civilian,  and  who  re- 
ceived a  salary  of  4,500/.,  of  four  Lords,  at 
a  salary  of  1,000J.  a  Tear  each,  and  one 
with  a  mlary  of  l,2b(M.  Now,  in  the 
whole  course  of  his  service  of  forty  years, 
he  oould  not  find  out  why  it  was  that  tbe 
navy  in  this  country  should  be  ruled  bj  a 
civiitan,  who,  perhaps,  had  never  been  on 
boud  ship  in  Lis  life.  The  Fint  Lord  of 
tW  Admiralty  must  make  a  dioicc  of  a 
mml  officer  to  aaast  him  in  his  duties,  and 
he  should  be  glad  to  koow  whether  it  were 
not  natural  to  suppose  that  that  officer 
mi^t  have  fbUowers  of  bis  own,  whom  he 
would  be  as  anxious  to  serve  as  those  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  who  was 
placed  in  tbe  poatioa  of  not  being  able  to 
jodoa  between  ri^t  and  wrong,  and  who 
could  not  tell  whether  it  was  advisaUe  or 
not  to  act  upon  the  suggestions  of  his  as- 
SMInnl.  Looking  to  the  mamer  in  which 
our  iBvy  was  nkd,  so  far  back  aa  the  year 
872,  ha  found  that  the  sovereignB  of  those 
di^  wet*  Lead  High  Admirals.  From 
tba  tiiM  of  Hessy  Sid  to  Henry  8th.  then 
ware  "  adainla  ol  tha  aea^"  ■^'"ini**i  as 
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Ihey  were  called,  of  liie'Kdrdi  Seas,  andof 
tlie  Sooth  Seas.  Next  came  "  the  kingi~ 
of  the  sc^^  Edward  3rd  was  king  of  the 
seiii.  In  the  reigiic  of  Edward  6th,  Mary, 
Eiiiabulh,  James  1st,  Cbuiis^lst,  and 
down  to  Charles  Sod,  there  were  L^. 
High  Admirals.  In  that  reign  the  navy 
bcj^an  to  have  princea  Lord  High  Admirals. 
I'lic  Duke  of  York  was  Loid  High  Ad- 
mirjl,  uiid  shortly  after,  in  the  reign  of 
(Juccn  Anne,  I'rince  George  of  Donmark 
w;ii  I.urd  High  AdmiraL  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Eul  of  Pembroke,  and  tinea 
tlten  tliu  navy  had  been  governed  by  a 
Board  of  Admiralty.  For  what  reason,  he 
should  like  to  know  ?  Tbe  fact  was,  that 
the  Miaislcr  of  the  day,  in  looking  round 
him  to  form  hii  cabinet,  generally  selected 
('unticmcn  who  had  great  influence  and 
i»terest  in  the  State,  and  as  it  seldom  hap- 
pened that  naval  officers  were  possessed  of 
that  kind  of  influence  and  intereat,  they 
bi'ing,  in  most  eases,  the  youngest  sons  of 
iiDblemeu  and  gentlemen,  it  also  rarely 
happened  that  they  were  marked  out  for 
those  high  office*.  That  was  one  reason 
ivliy  the  TAvy  was  ruled  by  a  civilian.  It 
uii^ht  lie  very  useful  for  a  Minister,  to 
Imve  the  patronage  of  the  navy  under  hia 
totitrol,  particularly  when  parties  were 
|>retty  agoalty  balanced.  At  present  tba 
lialance  was  all  on  one  side,  which  was  so 
much  the  better  for  his  argument.  This  waa 
no  new  view  of  his.  He  had  urged  his  idea 
on  Lord  MdvUle  Bofar  bact  as  1 8 1 6,  when  ha 
had  brought  under  his  notice  the  state  of 
the  navy,  and  he  pointed  out  the  necessity 
nf  appointing  a  naval  commander-in-chief, 
flis  priiiripid  reference  in  his  letter  to 
l^rct  Melville,  however,  waa  not  to  a 
a  i'lrsi  Iiurd.  but  was  to  Romethiug  even 
worse  than  that,  to  a  cornet  of  Dragoons. 
I  le  hud  painted  out  the  absurdity  of  select* 
ing  the  Marquess  of  Worcester,  who  waa 
a  military  man,  to  superintend  a  part  of 
the  naval  service.  Why,  they  might 
well  have  appointed  a  post-caplHin 
com ni an der-in- chief  to  give  instructions  to 
the  Duke  of  Wellington.  He  had  followed 
up  his  viuws  when  the  hoit.  Member  for 
Dorchester  (Sir  Jsmea  Graham)  was  at  tha 
Admiralty,  in  1 83-2,  and  had  also  addressed 
a  letter  (o  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R. 
Peel),  when  he  came  into  power  in  1835. 
^V'bat  be  wattled  was  a  naval  commander- 
in-cliief  of  tho  British  fleet,  and  be  owned 
he  could  not  see  anything  mote  ridiculous 
in  that  proposition  tlMn  in  placing  a  military 
comnukoder-tn^hiaf  at  the  hnd  of  tha 
army.     At  tba  Hone  Guatds  they  bad  a 
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inilitui  V  u(l|iitant-|^'iKTal,  u  niiliUry  qimr- 
tiTiiia.stvv-;;i.>iicruI,  iiml  a  military  Mrcrctary, 
and  wliy,  lie  should  like  to  know,  should 
thcv  not  have  nt  the  Adihiraltv  a  naval 
com  inaiidcr- in -chief  of  the  fleet,  one  ad  mi. 
ml  ut  the  head  of  the  dock-vard?,  another 
at  the  head  of  the  hospital  and  victualling; 
departments  a  captain  of  the  fleet  and  a 
civilian  at  the  finance  under  his  orders 
with  two  secretaries,  one  a  naval-ofli- 
ccr,  and  the  other  civilian  ?  It  seemed 
to  him  that  there  were  many  good  rea- 
sons why  it  should  be  so.  When  a  First 
Lord   cume    into  power,    he   was    gene- 


down  to  the  I^irds  of  the  Admiralty.  Ad- 
miral Young  and  the  other  naval  Lords  re- 
fused to  sign  it,  when  the  First  LfOrd  of  the 
day  pushed  it  down  to  the  lay  Lords  at  the 
bottimi  of  the  table,  and  said,  **  Sign  the 
|)apcr,  or  this  Board  shall  no  longer  exist.'* 
It  was  also  said,  that  Lord  Spencer,  when 
he  was  at  the  Admiralty,  sent  down  to  the 
Civil  Ixirds  pa|)crs  requiring  to  be  signed  hy 
several  Lonls,  and  that  they  were  in  the  ha> 
bit  of  signing  them  without  looking  at  them. 
Only  a  day  or  two  ago  hc(Sir  C.  Napier)  had 
read  in  the  lA*vani  correipondcnce  a  pri- 
vate letter  addressed  bv  Lord  Minto  to  Sip 


rally  extremly  ignorant,  but  after  he  had  j  Robert  Stopford,  ordering  him  to  proceed 
beeti  there  a  little  time,  he  began  to  fancy  ;ofl*  Cyprus,  and  there  to  wait  orders  from 
that  he  knew  a  great  deal,  and  had  become  !  the  Admiralty.  This,  be  it  rememberedy 
a  thormgh  saih>r.  This  woh  ver}'  much  the  j  was  a  private  order,  and  he  asked,  waa  it 
ea!*e  with  the  late  First  l^ord  (the  Karl  of  to  be  endured  that  such  a  power  should  be 
Minto),  who,  after  he  had  Ixren  at  the  Admt-  assumed  ?  The  remedy  he  pn>poscd  waa  a 
rally  some  time,  assumed  a  great  deal  more  Viivy  simple  one.  There  were  an  admiral 
powiT  than  he  ever  ought  to  have  ajisunicd.  I  and  a  vice-admiml  of  (treat  Britain  at  the 
He  had  always  understootl  that  where  there  I  prcHcnt  time.  Why  not  make  the  office 
was  a  Board  the  resiNin nihility  was  divided  (instead  of  being  a  sinecure)  useful  in 
lietween  the  memlxTs  of  that  lioard.  Now,  the  administration  of  the  aflairs  of  the 
the  late  I'ir^it  I«ord  hail,  in  one  instance  at  navy?  Ix.'t  iheni  place  the  vice-admiral  at 
lea«kt.  a^toumctl  the|M>wer  of  acting  in  oppo-  the  head  of  the  dockyards,  and  he  would 
sition  ti  the  expresi  desire  of  every  oilier  'answer  for  it  that  the  moment  they  got  a 
member  (if  the  lioard.  An  lum.  Friend  of  \  practical  man  who  was  resiionsible  in  that 
his  had  inf(»rined  him  that  when  the  sulijcrt  de|iartiiient  they  would  not  And  such  mia- 
of  manning  the  navy  wa^s  under  the  nnsi-  taken  connnittvd  us  had  constantly  taken 
deration  of  tlie  naval  LonU.  a  !H:heine  was,  plate  for  a  iiumU-r  of  years  piist.  It  would 
after  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  agreed  to.  not  hiivehapiiemnl  that  the  masts  of  from  160 
which  met  the  views  of  ever>*  naval  mom-  to  170  vei«sels  of  war  were  quite  unfit  for 
her  of  the  Btiard.  Among  other  thinjfs  it  serviL-c.  If  they  had  a  reiqionsible  naval 
was  agreed,  after  long  con.Mderation  and  chief  loo,  they  wimld  not  find  that 
much  (li*M  UHMim,  to  reduce  the  cum  piemen  t  the  navy  was  manned  as  it  had  been  of 
of  men  by  ime-eighth.  One  or  two  Lords  late,  for  he  would  naturally  say— "  I 
wrre  4)p|N>M.'d  to  this  n*duction,  but  they  will  not  take  the  rc9|KinsibiIity  attend- 
▼ielded  their  view4  in  order  to  secure  iiig  an  incflieient  manning  of  the  ships  of 
unanimity,  and,  at  la»t,  the  Khvme  was  an-  war."  lie  would  be  ver)-  naturally  think- 
•ented  tobv  cvcrv  naval  l^rd.and  receivetl.  ing  of  where  his  heati  would  be  if  any  mis- 
in  addition,  the  concurrence  of  Lml  Dal-  adventure  iKxurretl,  Init  at  present  no  such 
meny.  The  result  was  conimuniL-ated  |  fear  wa«  entertained,  for  the  I^irds  could 
to  I«4ird  .Minto,  who  put  the  dotuiiieiit  shift  about  the  res|«moibility  from  one  to 
in  his  ixnlet,  and  nothing  iiii>re  waa.  another,  and.  a^  the  IIouw  knew,  it  was 
for  somr  time,  heanl  4 if  it.  At  length  im|M»»diIc  to  hang  the  whole  Board.  [An 
it  wa«  returned  to  the  Boani.  and  it  was  hon.  Mrmftrr  :  You  can  hang  the  accrc- 
then  diitt  •vtTid  that  I.«ird  .Minto  had  h^-  (-^ry-l  C''^*'^^^^'''*  ^^'^^  ^"^''^^'^'i'*^  **  ^r* 
siimv«l  the  {tower  of  nilucing  the  coniple-  ('■  \N  imkI,  a  late  secrvtary,  wa5  observed  to 
ment  ot' men  not  by  one  eighth  hut  by  one-  nod  to  .Mr.  S.  Herbert,  the  present  sccrc- 
fifth.  Niuv,  he  a«ked,  was  that  a  pro)KT  tar\',  and  p.iM  his  finger  across  his  throat.] 
slate  of  things  to  continu*  r     \Vsl%  it  right    He  understtHtd   that  when  lu>rd  Auckland 


that  a  man  w!io  k'lew  little  or  nothing  of 
the  nsvy  should  a^Mime  sucli  a  |)ower  ao 
this,  toMirary  to  the  opinion  of  the  naval 
I.'irds   of  the   Board  '     .>ifniiar    inst unci's 


lame  into  the  Admiralty,  it  was  found  that 
the  navy  wa»  reduced  to  the  lowei^t  |)OiBible 
vale,  and  that  all  the  »hiiM  were  on  paiier, 
thai  there  wrre  few  storvs,  and  that  what 


Were  im  nvoni.  It  was  said,  that  diirin^  •  there  were  n.i|uired  replenish  ment  inctery 
Lutrd  Chatham's  Adniini»tratiiin.  a  |ia|ier.  de|>artinent.  As  to  the  argument  about 
ousting  Lord  Bridport  from  olfioe»  wu  tent  j  favouritiim^  why,  fafour  wm,  afiectkm  ia 
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the  WBjr  of  promotion  went  through  every 
bnnch  of  the  terrice  at  prcKoL  The  right 
hoD.  Baronet,  when  he  came  into  office  had, 
greatly  to  his  credit,  pledged  hiraeelf  that 
merit,  end  merit  e]one,ihould  beconiidered 
a  etepping-itone  to  adraocement,  and  cer- 
tainlj  he  had  commenced  hit  career  well, 
for  he  had  deitroyed  the  Navj  Board  and 
the  Victualling  Board,  irhich  might  have 
been  destrofed  with  great  advantage  even 
M  an  earlier  period.  Ha  onlj  wished  that 
wbeD  the  nght  hon.  Baronet  destroyed 
thoae  Boarda  he  had  gone  a  little  further, 
and  destroyed  the  Admiralty  Board  along 
with  them.  As  far  as  the  personal  appoint, 
menti  at  the  Admirslty  went,  it  was  almost 
neediest  fca-  hiro  to  say  he  hod  no  objection 
to  them.  For  Lord  Haddington,  as  far  as 
he  knew  him,  he  h£  erery  pottdUe  reelect. 
He  believed  him  to  be  a  conicientious  man, 
and  be  also  believed  that  he  would  job  as 
little  as  any  of  his  predeceasora.  He  had 
no  abjection  to  bim,  and  if  the  Government 
wtshed  to  have  a  civilian  for  a  commander* 
in-chief,  he  should  not  offer  any  very  strong 
objection,  even  to  his  ratdning  hit  present 
pontion.  Having  made  these  remarks  lie 
would  not  trouble  the  House  any  further. 
Captain  CarM^ie  cordially  concurred 
in  the  views  of  the  gallant  Officer  who  bad 
jtist  sat  down,  and  felt  BMured  that  the 
appointment  of  naval  Lords  would  prove 
in  every  way  ■  most  tatiifactory  one  to 
the  service.  If  It  were  said  ibat  they 
must  have  s  italesman  for  a  first  Lord, 
he  would  reply,  that  it  was  not  requisite 
that  those  who  presided  over  the  naval 
■errice  of  the  country  should  know  any 
other  state  aecrets  than  the  secrets  of  the 
■tale  of  our  marine.  They  did  not  want 
a  politician  for  a  first  Lord :  there  were 
no  politics  under  the  pennant.  The  navy 
had  prospered  well  uniler  naval  Lords,  and 
if  they  wanted  an  example  he  would  refer 
them  to  its  condition  under  the  admiais- 
tration  of  Lord  St.  Vincent.  Had  the 
admirals  who  signalized  themselves  by 
naval  exploits  shown  any  lack  of  Judg- 
ment or  prudence  in  civil  affairs?  Was 
it  not  Sir  C.  Cotton,  who  commanded 
the  fleet  on  the  coait  of  Portugal,  that 
rgfuaed  to  the  last  moment  to  lign  the 
Convention  of  Cintra  ?  Had  not  Sir 
Richard  Keats  shown  the  roott  consum- 
mate skill  throughout  the  transactions  at- 
tending the  emtwrkalion  of  the  marquess 
of  Romana'i  army  on  the  coast  of  Sweden. 
Did  not  Sir  T.  Hardy  nurse  into  vigour 
Um  infant  MktM  of  ScmUiAaHricKt  And 
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in  still  more  recent  limes,  did  not  the 
address  and  peraeverance  of  Lord  J.  Hay 
militate  the  ferocity  of  the  diigraceful 
conflict  which  devastated  (be  Baaque 
provinces  of  Spain  7  He  did  not  think 
the  genius  of  these  men  would  have  ahoae 
to  let*  advantage  had  their  sphere  of 
action  been  more  enlarged.  But,  what- 
ever might  be  determined  with  respect  to 
the  highest  office  in  the  navy,  he  hop«d 
that  Government  would  tee  ine  necettity 
of  bestowing  loroe  of  the  officea  that  fell 
in  their  gift  connected  with  the  civil  de- 
partment of  the  navy  on  naval  officer*. 
He  might  instance  tbote  of  the  second 
secretary  of  the  navy,  now  to  ably  filled 
by  Sir  J.  Barrow,  the  Store-keeper  Ge- 
neral, and  (he  Controller  of  the  Victnal- 
ling-office,  now  filled  by  civiliani ;  and 
he  hoped  that  Government  would  here* 
after  at  least  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  making  naval  men  commit, 
sioners  of  Greenwich  Hospital.  Heihoold 
like  to  see  some  of  those  innumerable 
situations  of  doorkeeperi,  porters,  met- 
tengers  and  others  of  that  aort,  of  which 
the  Admiralty  had  the  patronage,  be- 
stowed on  deserving  petty  officers.  He 
hoped  that  for  the  futnre  tome  lelection 
of  peraont  to  fill  such  posts  might  be 
made  from  the  naval  profession.  He  wat 
most  anxious  not  to  be  a  party  to  any 
unseemly  agitation  on  thit  lubject,  at  be 
thought  such  a  proceeding  would  not  b* 
contittcot  with  the  dignity  of  the  navy; 
but  he  felt  thst  he  bad  only  done  hit  duly 
in  making  those  remarki.  He  mutt  add 
in  justice  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that 
if  they  were  to  have  a  civilian  at  the  head 
of  the  navy,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  could 
not  have  fixed  on    a  person    whose   ap- 


pointment could  be  mora  gratifying  to  the 
profession  at  large  than  that  of  the  noble 
Lord    who  now  presided    over    the  Ad- 


miralty. 

Viscount  Hoteiek  thought,  the  topic* 
brought  under  the  connderation  of  the 
House  by  the  gallant  Officer  who  had  jutt 
(poken  of  great  and  teriont  importance  to 
the  country.  Could  he  tuppoae  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  thera  wat  an  assumption  in  any 
quarter  that,  among  naval  officers  then 
was  not  to  be  found  sufficient  alnlity  for 
civil  afiuirs,  the  appearance  which  ihoee 
gallant  Officers  had  made,  would  of  itself 
be  sufficient  to  overthrow  that  assumption. 
Although,  however,  it  might  appear  mora 
natural  to  place  a  naval  man  at  the  head  of 
the  profeaion,  ttlll  b«  Iwd  no  fa 
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whatever  in  pving  ■  preference  to  the 
c:initiug  BrnDKcnient,  buauic  that,  aa  he 
undcntuod,  it  by  no  means  excluded  naval 
men  fnjm  the  rituation  uf  Tint  I.onl  The 
furtn  of  our  Uuieriimeni,  llie  nature  of 
reprcanitative  inititutiiina,  would  render  it 
extremely  incoorfnicBt  that  an  invariable 
rule  ihuuld  be  laid  di>wa  that  naval  penoiu 


apnmiblc  for  ibe  goud  managemeBi  of  iba 
navy,  and  he  thou|;ht  it  un  advantaga  re- 
aulting  from  the  preacnt  conititution  of  the 
BoKrd  thm  the  fint  Lord  ernild  not  carry 
on  the  lervice,  unlcH  be  could  prevail  nn 
ufficen  of  high  rank  and  otandiog  lo  join 


him  in  bia 


If  a 


managed  by  him  in  thu  manner  they  etm- 


abould  be  iclwted  to  bll  the  ufficc  of  first    ndcred  proper,  their  duty  waa  | 

lord.  Hvery  man  who  bad  vxpericnce  in  po-    their   i«tii«ment   firm   the   Board  woa   a 


lilical  affiiin  muil  lee  ouci  in  which  _ 
difficulty  would  be  experienced  from  >uch  a 
rcguUtiun.  With  rcipctt  to  the  injection* 
brought  against  the  authurity  exercised  by 
the  firki  Ixinl,  wbich  was  cumplaiocd  uf  a* 
L'Sce^iTC,  lie  had  hinuelf,  in  the  situation  io 
which  he  Lud  tlie  liouour  to  liU,  ivitncwed 
the  difficulties,  the  Kriuus  detriment,  wbiJi 
oruse  to  the  public  lervice  frum  the  divJMun 
nf  authority  between  difierent  and  inde- 
pendent  officca,  iii  the  odministnitiun  uf  ihe 
army.  lie  bod  icen  the  irajHKuibility  uf 
effet-tu));  thai  i»K>pcntio'j  and  vigunius  ac- 
tion of  Gdvvnimcnt  *u  neniMary  in  tlie  or- 
dering (>f  military  afliiirs.  The  evils  whith 
sprang  out  uf  the  eiiiiinir  iiysti-m  were 
K  ttrilLing,  and  pmductive  nfsui-h  injuHoui 
nmsequences  to  the  iimy,  tlut  if  the  IIuum: 
WM  ill  the  slightest  degree  mode  aware  uf 
them,  they  never  would  cntertuin  the  iw- 
tion  (if  intmdudtig  thli  syslcai  into  the 
managrment  of  the  navy.  On  a  future 
opportunity  he  idiuuld  he  pri'|urvd  to  sIhiw, 
in  the  administratiun  iif  (he  urmy.  umlcr 
all  the  Guvemments  uf  tht:  lasl  ihirtv-five 


II  pent   a 
fiUed  the 


Ouke  of  Weiliuglati  filk-d  the  siitiatii 

Marter-C  fciirral  uf  the  )  Irdnann.' 4nd  I'om- 

mander- in-Chief — and   when    he    biinsclf 

iViMiiunt  Miiwii'k}  filled  the  Mluatiiins  of 

Si«fCLUT  at  Wur.  such  a  m-rin  iif  miiman. 

ogemt-nt   and  Uundt-n,   atti-ctiiiK   the  livei    _/l..i».ji^  ii„«.i. 

wmd  welfare  uf  British  wldiers.  bv  whi^h  in    '^ ^^  r,'"^'' .*-•*  .**<"   '"''  ^  •"*  •«•■■ 

the  murae  of  a   few  y.-urs,   ihouwiids  uf    »d  «■«■«  j-r^ndgave  aiimpfcitatemewt 


ig  cbeck  upon  tliu  ptoceedinp  of  the 
first  Xonl,  and  a  security  ta  the  public  far 
the  proper  cunduei  of  the  public  buaineib 
He  deprecated  the  rauling  uf  such  Irttm 
lu  that  which  had  been  read  by  the  gallut 
(^ummodoicaiul  thought,  thai  thequeum 
whether  a  civilian  ur  a  niral  nun  ou^l  Id 
be  at  the  bead  of  the  Admiralty  wotild  tm 
better  entertained  on  s  future  and  bor 
fitting  occasiuD. 

Sir  H.  Hitrdtngt  agreed  with  the  BoUe 
l^ord,  that  the  Lord,  that  the  qaeaiion  of 
whelher  there  should  be  a  civilran  or  a 
nanal  man  at  itie  head  of  the  Admiriltjr 
bad  belter  be  rcseived  for  a  more  appro- 
priate lime.  A  report  on  that  subject, 
whtch  had  received  the  signature  of  the 
noble  l.ard,  contained,  however,  opinion! 
totally  ditfertiit  from  the  evidence  on 
which  it  profexed  to  be  baaed.  That  re- 
port had  reference  to  the  adpsinisiratioii  of 
ihe  army  being  conducted  by  a  civilian, 
and  the  evidence  of  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton, l^ord  Vivian,  and  other  military  offi- 
cers WL-ot  directly  to  aiacrt  that  the  mode 
prupoMd  uf  superNding  the  Comasander- 
in.t'hief  vuald  be  most  diaaatious  to  tha 
army.  He  (Sir  II,  llatdinge)  would  never 
content  to  the  abropiioa  of  the  fnnctkmi 
uf  the  Conimandei-i  11- Chief. 

Caplain  BrrttUy  said,  thai  Uw  letter 


■ud  liundrnk  uf  tbuuwads  uf  pii 

'  c  iO^->lged  bun. 


of  facts,  and  be  considered  that   i 

guilty  of  ito   breach  of  confidence 


self.  Ml  a  htling  upport'uMiy  to  show  wh  ■b»ievcr.  He  had  not  been  the  firal 
a  (Ml*  uf  ineuavwaiL-^T  awl  wiirhii-f,  aria-  t^erson  to  pnblnh  a  •lalcment  with  refer* 
iag  froos  l^  ciMtBg  wanagrawiil  «if  the  <-''*ce  to  the  (nanagciBent  of  the  navy  ;  fab 
army,  thai  tbe  same  ayiten  ought  mil  lo  br  publiealion,  ainJ  that  for  vbKb  he  left  iba 
fuUswcd  in  thrnavy.'  lie  Briiily  believed  Iw*"*.  »"  ""  «""«  to  a  publication  of 
ii  vat  DM  iadivaliMU  who  were  to  blame  '^  second  Mcrelaty  of  that  board,  who 
r«>  this  Uit  tbe  lyttcn.     When  the  bun.    "aa  pmant  at  all  their  dcliberalioaa,  vbo 

"  knew  his  strong  opniont  on  the  aabject 

'  who  knew  that  there  waa  a  drflcteace  of 
optaion  between  him  and  the  fiivl  Laid 
o»  that  anbject :  be  pablMhed  a  dcfenn 
of  Ihe  mleni ;  be  wa*  rewarded  by  tht 
fint  Lonl  of  the  Admiralty  bj  the  par- 
cbaac   of    bia  book,  while  be  (CaptM 


l^ofd  almort  Mtiiig  for  himself, 
we  la  hia  ojUraguea.  be  did 
r  with  the  galhml  Ulfccrr. 


latrv  loukcd  chicdv 


Supply 
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Beikele;),  becanse  be  ttood  up  for  hi*  i  inilancu  in  which  naval  men  hmd  b«en 
profMiNMi,  found  it  necemr^  wilhout  p|,„d  at  Ihe  head  of  the  Board  of  Admi- 
Mj  ill-NJIt  to  the  firU  Urd  ot  lo  hu  „]ty.  and  looking  to  the  eeneral  uiiihc- 
ColleagMM ;  tud  finding  no  fault  with  i  xmn  which  civiliaD*  prntdin^  over  the 
tkekB,  except  that  nf  not  managing  the  j  tmrd  had  given  to  (he  ur?ice,  and  th« 
MT7  a*  he  thoajht  thej  ought,  be  bad  grut  naval  exploilt  achie*«d  under  cheir 
fovnd  it  necestarj  to  reaign.  The  letUr  prefidency,  he  could  not  help  tbinki.ig  it 
which  had   been  read  waa  aimpiy  a  atate-    „ould    be  roost   unwiie   indeed    for    that 


nent,  he  thought  it  necenaary  io  conae- 
quence  of  varnua  miaconitTUc lions  which 
had  gone  abroad  ai  to  hia  reaiona  for 
quitting  the  board,  one  of  which  leaaona 
waa  laid  to  be  that  he  bad  changed  hit 
potittca,  and  gone  over  to  the  other  aide, 
■od  betberefoce  deemed  it  eaMnlial  to  hia 
cbaracier,  to  lav  before  the  pablic,  the 
grounda  on  wbich  be  bad  reaigned  hia 
ajtaation.  If  hia  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
tboHght  proper  to  move  ibat  the  lalarj  of 
the  fint  Lord,  when  a  civilian,  ahould  he 
reduced  to  the  aum  that  was  on  the  paper, 
be  would  vote  with  him. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  regretted  that  the  gallant 
Commodore  ahonld  have  read  the  letter. 
[Sir  C.  Napitr  :  I  waa  autboriied  to  do  it.] 
He  wu  very  aorry  that  hia  boa.  and  gal- 
lanl  Friendbad  given  that  aathorilv.  Hia 
bon,  aitd  gallant  Friend,  in  allnaing  to 
the  circumaunce  under  which  be  had  leA 
tbe  Admiralty,  bad  acarcely  done  jntice 
to  Sir  John  Barrow,  wboae  statement  had 
been  p«blt*bed  without  tbe  concnrrence  of 
any  member  of  the  Admiralty.  Hii  boo. 
and  gallant  Friend  wai  ftbo  miataken  in 
luppoting  that  Sir  John  Barrow  wai  pre- 
lent  at  the  deliberations  on  the  aubject. 
The  first  intimation  the  members  of  the 
Admiralty  bad  of  (bat  publication  was  its 
receipt  from  Sir  John  Barrow  in  a  printed 
form. 

Captain  Berktltf  explained,  roitarating 
bia  fomer  atate  maat.  aad  rchfriog  to  a 
letter  be  had  received  while  in  the  country 
from  his  bon.  Friend  himaelf  (Ur.  C. 
Wood)  IB  cormboratioa  of  it. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  wished  to  imy  a  few 
worda  on  tbe  main  qaeatioo,  whether  the 
caMmittee  abowld  coaae  to  a  decarion  that 
a  naval  officer  should  always,  and  neces- 
sarily, be  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty.  He  ahould  be  extremely  sorry 
to  prtMKmnca  aoy  opinion  against  the 
qualificatiooi  of  naval  officers;  but  be 
should  exceedingly  deprecate  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  any  resolution 
wbicb  sbonld  disturb  tbe  constitution 
■oder  which  the  naval  affairs  of  this  coun- 
try had  for  lo  fong  &  period  been  con- 
ducted.   Since  nvT,ibm  were  ooly  two 


HoDse  to  eitablitb  a  rule  which  woukl 
exclude  civilians  from  holding  such  aa 
office.  The  arguments  wbich  had  bee* 
ur^ed  against  the  propriety  of  a  ctviliait 
being  first  Lord  would  tell  with  equal,  if 
not  greater  force,  against  a  civilian  being 
secretary.  He  very  much  doubted  wbe- 
ther  B  naval  man,  with  alt  hia  profeasionat 
biases,  prejudices,  snd  predilectioBS,  aaoat 
naturaj  and  Uudable  aa  they  might  be, 
could  make  the  necewary  reforms  in  tbe 
service  with  tbe  same  facility  aa  a  civiliaa. 
Tile  rule  did  not  exclude  tbe  appuntntMt 
ofe  naval  man,  while  it  permitted  tfaal  of 
a  civilian  as  first  Lord  :  and  bia  decided 
opinion  waa.  that  the  present  constitutioa 
of  the  board,  under  a  civilian  of  high 
staadiog,  with  no  profoaatoikal  bias,  preju- 
dice, or  predileciioD,  acting  under  tbe 
advice  of  some  of  tbe  moat  eminent  dmk 
of  the  pTofe*sion,  who  would  neceaaaiily 
influence  him  in  all  naval  matters,  but 
enabled  to  counteract  professional  prejo- 
dice  by  tbe  influence  of  his  chancier,  his 
position  as  a  Cabinet  Minister,  and  hia 
large  view  of  other  political  afiitifa,  araa 
greatly  superior  to  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  boB.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  and  be 
agafn  said,  he  should  be  exceediagly 
sorry,  if  tbe  House  were  to  disturb  such  a 
stale  of  things. 

Sir  C.  Napier  waa  hi  from  ihinkiatg, 
that  tbe  picsent  cooetitution  of  tbe  Board 
of  Admiralty  had  given  satis&ctioa  t«  the 
naval  service.  The  changes  of  tbe  Mem- 
bers  of  the  Board  ot  Admiralty  entailed 
considerable  expenae  on  the  covatry,  for 
DO  sooner  was  a  new  body  of  men  instaltad, 
than  they  changed  most  ol  tbe  regnlatiaas 
of  tbeb  predeoeasora.  Aa  an  inslanca  tt 
tbe  bad  rfTecU  of  tbe  adminiairatiaa  of  tbn 
navy  hy  a  Board  of  Admiralty  presided 
ow  by  a  dvilian,  ha  weald  state,  that  at 
the  end  of  the  lust  war,  the  guns  were  in 
such  a  hod  atate,  that  when  Arwd,  they 
woald  acarcdy  bit  an  enemy.  He  nsi^t 
also  menttoo,  that  during  the  Utter  penod 
of  the  American  war,  a  secret  order  was 
issued,  that  Britiab  ships  of  war  sboold 
not  eopge  American  frinte^  bcoiuaa  ths 
former  were  in  such  an  encjent  state.  One 
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aptkin,  after  the  receipt  ot  thu  order,  on  |  were  preferred  it  the  Admirtliy  lo  ler* 
romiiig  in  contact  with  an  American  '  vice*  on  [he  quarter  deck.  Thii  ubaervalioii 
frigate,  turned  up  his  creir,  and  told  '  waimadebytherightlion. Baronet, ibepre- 
tliem,  that  he  had  directiooR  not  (o  fight,  I  «ent  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department, 
for  he  M-aii  detcrmJDed  not  to  keep  the  j  who  mutt  be  acquainted  with  the  fact.  In 
Order  secret.  A*  for  himarlf,  when  he  got  i  (he  cue  of  the  preieni  firit  Lord  of  the 
the  Bfcrel  order,  he  put  it  in  the  only  place  Admirallj,  Parhameulary  InRueDca  had 
fit  to  recetre  il — the  quartor-gallcry.  He  aot  been  forgotten  ;  in^tlie  appointment  to 
would  slate  an  instance,  to  show  that  under  China,  too,  it  had  not  been  forgoiien  ; 
aiytiemlituthepresent,di)>tin^iihe<laer- I  nor  in  the  appoinlmenl  of  the  hon.  and 
vicea-atoolatwayssuretobenoticed.  An  of-  |  f>al|anl  Officer  opposite.  Still  the  apnotni- 
ficer,  wht)mhi'linewwcll,baildislingui«)ied  ^  merit  lo  China,  and  ihoae  lo  Woolwich, 
himself  in  the  Eaai-lndiea,  and  wis  recum*  ,  gnd  Deal,  aTid  pcrhapi  to  Cork,  were  good 
sndcd  for  promotion  by  the  Govemor-ge-  '  ones,  and  il  wa»  difficult  for  a  botrtl  to 
isweredia-    reiitl  ParliamenUrr  influence  :  but  if  the 


neral ;  but  he  fouod  that  his  clai 

regarded  by  tlie  Admiralty.  He  advised  him    ^hai 

t»  wriu-  a  letter  to  the  late  King,  when  Lord 


ge  was  applied  to  (he  late  Gotern- 
menl,    it  was   equally  applicable   to   the 


days  afterwards  he  was  made  a  Captain. 
Everything  connected  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  navy  was  in  disorder,  until 
William  4th  was  appointed  I^ord  High  I 
Admiral.  Every  comnundur  then  felt  an 
interest  in  putting  hi*  ship  in  order,  for  he  . 
felt  Giinrinced,  that  mcriL  would  nut  pass; 
unrewarded.     I'ndcr  the  prcsrut  tyvtem, 


t  that  the  r 


properly  managed. 
British  nary  in  risk  of  being  disgraced,  in 
consequence  of  inefficient  manniiiK.  had  a 
hostile  fleet  made  its  appearance  off  the 
cuaat  of.'iyria.  When  the  (.-rewigot  sickly, 
if  the  French  fleet  had  come  down  u|>od 
iheni,  ihey  must  hare  been  defeated.  Theae 
were  his  leaioai  for  thinking,  that  the  nary 
(faould  be  ruled  bj  a  naral  officer,  and  he 
should  divide  the  committee  on  his  motion. 
He  mored  fcv  the  purpOM;  of  carrying  his 
news  into  effect,  tfiat  the  vote  be  reduced 
by  4.:>()l)l. 

Captain  PetktU  ahould  be  torry  to  im- 
ply by  any  vote  disapprobation  of  the 
preaeni  lir«i  I^rd  of  the  Admiially.  He 
alto  coosideri-d  the  right  hon.  Itaronei 
opposite  entitled  to  praise  fur  the  appoint- 
ment of  ICail  de  (irey  iii  1><35  as  tirti 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  but  he  di<!  certainly 
think  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  select 
aome  line  connected  and  conversant  wiih 
naval  affairs  for  this  siluaiiuii.  The  con- 
duct of  the  late  .Sovereign  when  Lord 
High  Admiral  proved  tlie  truth  of  thii 
obaervBlion.  He  was  accessible  al  all  times 
lo  officers  of  every  tank,  fiom  the  highest 
lo  the  lowest,  and  il  wai  well  known  ihit 


the  motion  to  marli  the  tense  of  the  prin- 
ciple, but  not  as  against  Lord  Hadding. 
ton. 

The  qaetlion  i^at  then  pnt  that  t  aum 

not  exceeding  1 17,949^  be  granted  to  her 

Majesty  for  dcrrayiog  the  expenses  of  the 

Admiralty-office  for   the  eniuing  financial 

-..  .     <  year,  which  having  been  amended,  nega- 

y  '^°*'      h      ^""^'  •**''^  *'  proposed  agreed  to  :  at  waa 


a  voteof  7IG.79;)/.  for  half-pay,  with  the 
understanding  that  any  discustion  on  the 
subject  should  be  taken  on  the  neat  role 
of  "  Military  Pensioni  and  .\llowances.'* 

The  House  returned.  Conmittee  to  ait 
jgain. 

Houae  adjourned. 


HOrsK   OF    LORDS, 

Monday,  March!,  1842. 

n*.;  nau.   fSKv.— r    0\^t  of  ConviU. 


H.tNKfttPTrv  Laws  — KccLBtiASTW 
A  t  Gov  KTsJ  Urd  Camphell  said,  that 
n  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  delivered 

the  3id  of  February,  it  was  intimated 


Itwas  tbeir  services,  and  not  parliamentary  that  measures  would  be  submitted  to  Par- 
interett,  which  lecommended  them  to  hii  ;  tiameiil  for  amcndiDg  the  laws  relating  lo 
notice.  It  had  been  obterved  so  late  as  in  I  bankruptcy,  and  for  the  improvement  of 
thtyeaf  I839|  ibatatrvicctoa  thehuatinga    the  Eccleaiuiicil  Coana  in  Eoglwd  and 


{Uasch  7} 


tifAlgttri, 


of  Hircb,  and  no  auch  measuret  had  been    the  miifortune  to  diSer  from  him,  for,  in 


brought  forward.     Had  the  Goferni 
any  tuch  in  contempUtion  ? 


7  of  ifae  matter,  the  two  reniooi 
I  of  the  convenation  differed  widely  in  their 


The  Lord  Chancellor  aaid,  that  a  bill    toetning  and  import.     The   fint   »cnrioa 


had  hetn  prepared  for  the  amendment  of 
the   banktuptcif    lawa,    which    he   should  ' 


avejA  to  hii  mind  the  impreadon  that 
vhen  the  French  Ambasndor  entered  into 


■ubmit  to  the  Hooie  on  Friday  n«l.   The    converaation  on  the  wbject,  the  noble  Eari 
reference    to    the    Eccteiiaatical    rather  avoided  the  matter,  and  declined  to 


Courlfl  wai  under  the  care  of  the 
liry  of  Slate,  and  would  be  bronght  for- 
ward in  the  other  HouM  u  >oom  at  it  waa 
ready. 

PosaESSioN  DP  ALOiEHa.3  The  Har- 
queaa  of  Clanriearde  had  a  question  to  put 
to  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  Foreign 
Affaira,  upon  a  point  of  coniiderable  ' 


expreu,  on  the  part  of  his  Government, 
any  feeling  or  opinion  on  the  matter  at 
the  present  moment,  and  under  exiating 
ctrcumitancet.  But  the  other  vertion  made 
the  noble  Earl  aiate  that  Great  Britain 
gave  her  diadnct  and  poutive  acquiescence 
in  the  permanent  occupation  by  France, 
and  in  that  gnvemment'i  anertion  of  the 
sovereignty  of  Algiers  and  the  countrr 
around  it,    nniv  overrun    by   the   Frent^ 


eat  and  importance.     There  had  appeared    ^  ^^  ^jj  „^  ^^.^  '^.^  ^^^^ 


in  the  twwspaper*  of  Parii  and  this  country 
reporta  of  a  conversation  between  the 
French  amboatador  at  this  court  and  the 
noble  Earl  oppcdte,  reapecting  the  occupa- 
tion of  Algiers  by  the  French.  He  not 
well  aware  of  the  delicacy  and  importance 


he  did  not  think  it  probable 
that  her  Majesty's  Minister*  would  so  com- 
mit this  country,  lightly  and  gtatuitoutly  ; 
and  he  further  thought  it  quito  iupoodble 
that  these  ministers  could  have  taken  nich 
step  without  making  communication  to 


rf  Ihe  •ubjKt.  .nd  he  ihould  roi,  tken-    p„|i,^„,.     The  ,«,i»n,  ihen,  which  h« 

fnti!.  »Tnm<  anv  nniTiinn  em   il.  in  nrder  to         ■  >     .  .  .   .      ..^        .  <    V>     • 


fore, I 
avoid 
any  quatier. 


the  poatibility  of  giving  offence 


There  could  be   \ 


—     .-      -7"-  — —  -  , ,    vernmeni,anT  communicaiioniotnerrencn 

that  the  best  powble  underrtan ding  ought  |  .^.ti^g^or  affecting  the  Eovemment  and 


ihed  to  put  to  the  noble  Earl  wan,  whe- 
ther he  bad  made,  on  the  part  of  bis  Go- 
:,any  communication  to  theFrench 


always  to  be  maintained  between  this 
tion  and  France ;  and  there  was  no  person 
more  alive  to  the  dangers  and  inconveni- 
ences that  must  arise  to  both  countries, 
and  to  Europe  in  general,  from  even  the 
slighteat  temporary  eatrangement  between 
the  two  countries ;  but,  at  the  nme  time, 
as  between  individuals,  so  between  govern  - 
ments,  a  dear  understanding  on  all  matters 
on  which  any  discussion  may  have  arisen, 
was  most  conducive  to  harmony  and  good 
feeling;  and  Parliament,  in  this  matter,  be 
thought,  was  bound  to  ascertain  the  facts; 
a  natter  of  so  much  importance  to  the  pub- 
lic having  been  mootra.  Parliament,  he 
would  repeat,  was  bound  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther it  were  true  that  Guvemment  had 
committed  this  couutry  to  the  extent  to 
which,  according  to  one  report,  it  would 
appear  that  this  country  had  been  commic- 
ted.  There  had  been  two  different  versitms 
of  the  convenation  in  questiun.  He  should 
not  quote  the  wards,  or  enter  into  any  exa- 
mination of  the  eipresMons  aitribuud  to 
the  noble  Earl ;  but  it  had  also  been  re- 
ported b]p  the  press  of  this  country  that  the 
Fint  Minister  of  the  Crown  of  England 
bod  stated  that  there  was  no  substantial 
difference  between  the  two  reports.  Now, 
if  the  rig^t  hon.  Baronet  had  expressed 


sovereigntyof  Algiers  and  the  country  about 
it  now  occupied  by  France. 

The  Earl  of  ^berdten  said,  that  the 
noble  Marquess  having  bad  the  courtesy 
to  give  him  notice  of  this  qnestioo  that 
morning,  be  was  prepared  to  answer  il. 
Noble  Lords  might  recollect,  that  at  the 
period  of  the  French  expedition  to  Algien, 
he  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  then  held  the 
same  office  which  be  had  now  the  honour 
to  fill.  The  noble  Marquess  at  that  time 
asked  him,  he  believed,  some  questions 
respecting  negotiations  which  were  going 
on  on  the  suiijecl,  to  which  he  had  fur- 
nished replies.  In  1833,  he  believed  it 
was,  in  consequence  of  something  that 
had  laken  place  eUewherp,  be  found  him. 
self  under  the  necessity  of  moving  for 
the  production  of  the  papers  which  af<- 
forded  an  eiplanalion  of  what  had  taken 
place  at  the  period  of  the  French  expedi- 
tion to  Africa,  and  the  noble  Lord  then  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  not  only 
made  no  objection  to  the  production  of 
these  papers,  hut  expressed  himself  highly 
titiified  with  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
moved  for  their  production.  From  that 
day  to  this  he  had  never  returned  to  this 
subject.     He  had  thought   it  incumbent  - 
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on  him  at  that  lime,  for  hU  own  honour  |  countries  that  France  was  to  represented 


and  veracity,  to  require  the  production  of 
that  correspondence,  but,  from  that  time 
to  iho  present,  he  had  left  the  matter  en* 
tireiy  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Govern - 
nent.  He  had  felt  that  any  intrrferrnce 
would  only  cmbarraM  thom,  and  do  no 
fj^ood  lo  the  public  service,  and  be  had 
iherf  lore  abstained  from  saying;  a  word  on 
the  (inbjert.  When  her  Majesty,  some 
nioiithii  ago.  was  plcnsc<l  lo  C4II  liiiii  to 
the  office  which  he  now  held,  he  naturally 
felt  I  list  amonc  the  various  subjects  which 
mu«l  rn(;afre  hit  attention,  and  form  I  he 
iubjc-irt  of  ditcuMion,  the  occupjiiou  of 
Algiers  would  be  very  likf  ly  lo  do  to : 
and  cnnfttderins  the  part  he  had  taken, 
and  the  oflici*  he  had  fillrd,  nnd  ii^ain  or- 
cupit'd,  he  felt  that  ihe  language  he  might 
hold  on  the  lubjrct  might  be  a  matter  of 
iionip  importance  to  the  TrrQch  govrrn- 
ment  and  to  this  countiy.  and  he  folt  that 
he  had  but  one  course  to  pursue :  lie  frit 
that  whalf'ver  he  might  hive  corireivrd 
him^i-lf  calltd  upon  to  do,  h.id  he  lieen 
appuiiile<l  tu  office  in  |h:M,  that  coming 
into  officu  in  the  ycMr  1^-11.. ifter  teo  yoari 
of  sileuct*,  it  was  not  his  business  to 
take  any  new  course,  other  than  th:it 
which  had  Itecn  folh^wtd  by  those  who 
preceded  him.  lie  hail,  therefore,  lud 
no  ht-Hitation  in  makioj;  up  his  mind  \ihal 
course  to  pursue;  and  this  was,  rctjiinin'j^ 
all  the  opinions  he  hail  before  hrhj  and 
eaprossed  ou  the  subject  of  Aigici»,  to 
give  uo  opinion  on  the  sublet  unless 
callrd  upon  lo  do  so.  The  conversation  lo 
which  the  nobk*  Marquess  referred  was 
allugtiht'r  an  lucidrntal  one,  not  arising 
out  of  any  proposition  made  to  biin  (the 
Karl  of  Aberdeen)  by  the  French  ambas- 
sador— a  convt'isiiiou,  in  short,  of  quite  a 
coiilitlfiilial  and  l4iuiliar  ujlure,  thuu^h 
very  pfi#|Hily  rL'(M'rled,  no  doubt,  by  ihtr 
Frriirb  amliassador  to  Us  |governmenl. 
TlH-'ii:  Mn*  iiu  t  oniiiiUhu.iMun  of  any 
oflicul  rorrts^oiiiJt'ticr  or  in^liuctions.  but 
ilitTi'  MSft.  no  di*ubt.  mailvr  which  the 
I 'unlit  Sf.  Auliire  lii'Hju'll  o^^  some  int«'r«*st 
lo  hiH  guvrrnnirhl.  lie  hjij  not  the 
tli;;hteHt  donlH  that  M.di-  M.  Aulairc  wos 
coiivinrrd  ihat  hr  hail  made  a  |t«*rfectiy 
rOfiii't  rrf»ort  t>r  ihe  convrrnalion  :  (iiir  he 
mi^ht  take  lli's  f*|i;i«irtunily  of  drcUnn^, 
anil  luosl  i-s|iJiriilv.  ih«t  it  ha-J  liefer 
l»ap|K*ne<l  to  iimi  to  hj\i-  lu  dcji  •r.h  a 
inoii*   hoiioursMr   .md    hij*h- minded   nun 


in  this  country.  But  when  be  (the  Earl 
of  Aberdeen)  saw  the  report  of  this  con- 
versation, as  given  in  the  French  Chamber 
of  Deputies,  it  certainly  did  occur  to  him 
that  it  was  liable  to  erroneous  inferences, 
and,  in  {mint  of  fact,  he  perceived  that 
erroneous  inferences  had  been  drawn  from 
it ;  and  he  therefore  thought  it  incumbent 
on  him,  without  delay,  to  rectify  the  error 
into  which  the  French  ambassador  had 
inadverienlly  fallen.  He  therefore  at  oncu 
wrote  to  our  ambassador  at  Paiis,  and  he 
would  read  to  their  Lordships  the  con- 
tents of  lh«^  despatch,  and  afterwards  lay  it 
on  the  Tal>le.  The  despatch  was  dated 
January  28,  and  ran  thus:— 


u 


Fttrit^M  Offti-r,  Jan.  28.  1842. 

"  Mt  hum* — My  attcniion  has  been  directed 
to  a  r«-|Mirt  in  tlic  .Vf>Hi/r*icr,  of  a  s|>ecch  dc- 
livrred  in  the  ('lianil>cr  uf  Oeputies,  by  M. 
(Suizot,  fill  th**  *2oih  inst.  On  that  occasion 
hi\  Kxcellency  re^il  in  the  iriUine  an  acconHt 
of  a  conversation  between  tli«  Count  Si.  A«» 
lair«  ainl  myself,  which  had  reference  lo  I  lie 
FrvDch  |M>s%i-«>inii  in  Africa,  :iih1  which  had 
Imi-u  iran^iBiiied  hy  tlie  ambassador  to  the 
French  ninistcr. 

**  In  this  reUtion  the  Count  St.  .\ulaire 
nbservei,  *  i  began  by  a»»vriing  that  the 
^ti-urity  of  our  African  po«^session«  was  for  as 
an  interest  of  ilie  high«rsi  iin|iortanei',  whivb 
we  cnolil  tioi  allow  to  give  way  before  any 
ron%id^ra!inn  ;  and  l#ord  Aberdeen,  after  bav* 
ing  hMnied  to  nc  attentively,  said,  1  am  very 
glad  to  b<*  able  to  explain  myself  distincllf 
10  you  upon  this  point  1  was  minister  in 
IH30.  If  I  w«re  to  go  hack  lo  that  time,  I 
«houlil  haw  much  to  sav  ;  but  1  take  alhirs  as 
ihey  weic  m  tftti,  and  in  the  state  in  whidi 
ih«*y  havr  been  left  by  preceding  Calnnets.  I, 
iKerefcKv,  lofik  up(»n  yntir  position  in  Africa  as 
a  fnit  iHcomp/t,  afrainst  which  I  have  00  further 
fit>j«ciion  to  make.* 

**  N'dw,  I  readily  «ubv:rilie  to  Uie  accuracy 
«»f  tiii»  statement,  wiiti  the  etccption  of  the 
jjst  «<-iiU-r)cr.  I  ii«*ei  «.iid  that  I  had  now 
no  ot*jmii>n  t<>  make  tii  the  establishment  of 
\\^r  Frrnch  in  Algii>r«,  but  that  I  had  now  no 
ot>if  rvaiiim  to  malii-  on  :he  suliject,  and  that  it 
wao  my  intrniitm  10  be  iilrnt.  The  eonteat 
sliiiws  that  such  was  my  meaning,  and,  m  fact, 
thii  dacuiufi  «as  ifm  result  of  maiure  reAec- 
iiun.  1  frit  that  aftct  tcu  yearm  of  acquiescenie 
Atty  tiijjectKinn  at  the  present  moment  would 
have  hern  lui^pljced.  and  ihat  ihf-  <  onrsc  which 
it  would  hjve  tifi-ii  impo««ihle  lUr  m<*  formerly 
to  hive  ad(i;«trd  liaj  n<»w  brrume  entirclv  coo- 
4Miiht  Willi  |iru(»rirfy  and  duty.  It  does  not 
Mlow,  hi>i*evrr,  that  objection!!,  although  not 
espre^%e«l.  may  not  l»e  entertained. 

"  I  lure  MpLiiueJ  to  tlie    Kienrh  ambassa* 


than  the  pr.  Stilt  In  m  h  jiiilij*sadi.r,  and    j^,  ,»,,.  ,ui^a|.prvhen%iou   into  which  he  had 
il   itas   4   most   fu[tuii4te    thing    fur   bulb  I  fallen,  ani  tliv  niuncous  ^taivmenl  which,  m 
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ooHtqaenea,    ha  had  made  lo  hit  |o««nu 

"  With  ihe  Mme  object  in  new,  jrour  EkccU 
■•nejr  will  hare  ih«  Eoodaeu  to  raad  thii 
datpMch  10  MoDiieur  Guiiot,    I  am,  Ice. 

(Signed)  "  AitJtDCEU." 

Thia  was  the  dMpalch  which  he  had 
MDt  10  Lord  Cowley.  Lord  Co«l«y  obeyed 
hia  initruclioni,  and  there  the  matter 
eoded.  He  bad  only  now,  by  command 
of  ber  Majeity,  to  lay  Ihe  copy  of  the  de- 
spatch on  their  I^irdibipa'  TaUe. 

Deipatch  laid  on  (he  Table. 


Admiralty. 


Tub  late  Admiriltt.I  The  Ear]  of 
Minto  vriibed  to  call  tlte  attention  of  their 
Lordihipa  to  a  matter  i^rtonal  to  htmaelf. 
He  WBi  mMible  of  the  great  iocaaTcnience 
of  referrroff  in  that  Hooae  to  matten  which 
had  jmMed  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, hut  there  were  occatious  on  which  it 
was  improper  to  allow  extremely  false  im- 
presHons  to  gp  forth  without  explanation, 
and  when  he  had  read  the  pasMge  from  the 
newraapers  which  induced  him  to  address 
the  Houtt,  he  thought  their  Lordships 
wouM  agree  with  him,  that  the  present 
was  such  an  oceaaion.  The  passage  to 
which  he  referred  occnrred  in  what  pur- 
ported to  be  the  report  of  the  speech  of  a 
nllant  Member  of  the  other  House  on 
Friday  night,  the  object  of  that  gallant 
Officer  bdng  to  recommend  to  the  notice 
of  the  House  of  Commons  what  he  (Lord 
Minto)  eontd  not  but  censider  a  somewhat 
fandful  tcfaeme  of  naral  administration — a 
sdieme  whicb  had  been  repeatedly  rag]{cated 
by  him  to  die  Admiralty,  and  was  as  ofien 
rejected.  In  pointiogont  the  incompetence 
of  ctriliani  to  fill  the  offiee  of  first  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  the  gallant  Member  BMde 
the  following  ohaerratioBs  ;— 

"  When  a  &i«  Lord  came  into  power  be  ww 
feoeralljr  citrewel;  ifnoraQt,  but  after  be  had 
been  there  a  liuU  lime  be  befin  to  fancj  that 
he  knew  i  peat  deal,  and  bad  become  a  tho- 
louicii  sailor.  This  wu  rery  csuch  the  case 
with  tlie  late  first  Lord  Cihe  Earl  of  Minio), 
wbo,  lAar  be  had  been  at  the  Admiralty  some 
IMM,  sasnmed  a  great  deal  BMre  power  than 
he  c*«i  owght  to  ban  asMimed,  He  (Sir  C. 
Napier)  had  always  saderMaod  that  wbara 
it&r*  was  a  hoard  iba  rcepeaiibility  was  di- 
rkM  belwaea  tla  aaetahara  «f  that  board. 
New,  Ihe  law  6rM  Lord  had,  id  obs  iasiaooe 
at  least.  sMiuaed  the  power  or  acting  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  expresi  desire  of  efenp  ottiei 
memtwr  of  Ihe  board.  Ao  hon.  Fricod  of  hii 
had  informed  him,  that  wlifn  Ihe  aDbjecl  of 
Banning  ibe  nary  was  uader  the  coosideralinn 
«( the  aani  lords,  a  Mbsme  wa^  after  a  |t«at 


ir  instances  wsra  on 


d«al  of  (roable,  asraad  to,  which  net  tba  riewi 
of  every  naval  mambar  of  Lba  board-  Asnoog 
other  uiiogs  il  was  ssreed,  aflar  long  couaid- 
ention  and  much  discuuion  to  reduce  the 
complement  of  men  by  one-eighth.  One  or 
two  lords  were  opposed  to  this  reductioo,  bet 
(hey  yielded  (heir  views  in  order  to  secnre  «n- 
animily,  and  al  Isal  (he  schanM  was  assented 
to  by  etery  naval  lord,  and  received,  in  ad- 
ditioa,  the  concurrence  of  Lord  Dal»eny.  Tba 
result  was  communicaled  lo  Lord  Idialo,  wba 
put  the  document  in  hii  pocket,  and  nothiug 
more  was  for  some  lime  heardof  it'  At  length 
il  was  returned  lo  the  board,  and  it  was  then 
discovered  that  Lord  Minlo  bad  assumed  the 
power  of  reducing  the  complement  of  men  not 
by  one-eighth  but  byoiie>fifth.  Now.heasked, 
was  tha(  a  proper  state  of  things  to  aontinue  f 
Was  it  right  that  a  man  who  kaew  little  or  no- 
(hing  of  the  navy  should  assnine  audi  a  power 
as  this,  coDUary  to  the  opinion  of  the  nan] 
lords  of  the  board  !    Similar 

Now,  before  he  {Eari  Uiato)  w«Bt  fur- 
ther, he  would  endeavour,  in  a  few  woria 
>— oonfininE  himself  to  tlie  charge  to  make 
their  Lordships,  ifpoaaible,  undmtand  what 
actually  did  take  plaoa  on  the  ooeasion  al- 
luded to.  He  would  not  enter  into  the 
controversy  as  to  the  peaee  and  war  oom- 
plemenu  of  our  ships  c^  war.  He  believed 
It  to  be  a  question  of  circuanstancea.  In  a 
time  of  profound  peace  he  dwught  that  it 
mi^  be  wiae  to  hare  a  large  number  of 
diips  afloat  with  a  smaller  eomplament  of 
men  than  would  be  required  n  tiae  of 
war.  But  srfaeo  the  stale  af  our  fimsgn 
relations  waa  at  all  menacing,  it  sraa  anir  i 
sary  to  increase  the  compleaaant ;  aad  Im 
tfaou^t  that  the  pteaeat  rint  Lord  of  the 
Admtralty  was  perfectly  right  hi  putting 
the  fall  eonpleiaent  of  men  to  all  viipa  on 
foreign  stations.  He  had  said  that  be  begged 
leave  to  call  thrir  LardsUpa'  atteaiion  to 
the  charge  against  himaeif  pecaonally,  sabiek 
was,  that  certain  cooiplementa  were  r^ 
oommendod  to  him  by  the  naval  Loeda  ef 
the  Admiralty,  which  be  toali  upon  him- 
self to  reject,  aubatituting  a  scale  of  eoni- 
plementaof  bisown.  In  order  to  Make  hins- 
sdf  intelligible,  it  taay  be  proper  that  he 
ibonld  first  explain  in  what  aanner  the 
UMsplemcnts  had  been  determioed  which 
he  (bond  eKabtidied  in  the  navy.  Under 
the  pre«dcncy  of  the  late  Kiag  as  Lord 
High  Admiral,  a  commiaaon  had  bean 
appointed  compoaed  of  able  and  Kientific 
officers,  in  which  Sir  Thosaas  Hardy  pna- 
sided,  to  canader  and  report  upon  thw  aub- 
ject.  After  much  careful  inquiry  and  con- 
liileration,  a  report  was  made  reeoasmaidMic 
a  certain  scale  of  coonde»enta  far   Mica 
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dtss  of  shipt— «nd  thi«  when  lie  came  to 


pt— « 
the  Ailmiraity  was  undcrstuod  to  form  the 
rvcogniMKi  scale  of  complcment5  for  war — 
fnim  which   the  peace  complements   had 
been  derived  by  the  deduction  of  he  thought 
one-eighth.     Now  this  in  certain  clasies  of 
sliips  undoubtedly  produced  a  h>w  peace 
complement.     And   u  commijision    lubiie. 
qucntly  appointed  by  him  in  which  Sir 
Fulteney  NIaltxilm  presided,  recommended 
a  |iartial  small  increase  of  complements. 
When  he  came  into  office  he  found  much 
complaint  of  the  w*ant  of  sufficient  comple- 
ments in  some  classes  of  shipft.     Many  new 
classes  of  ships  have  been  introduced  into  ' 
the  serrice  since  the  former  scale  of  ccnn-  ■ 
plementi  was  settled,  and  a  new  and  more  j 
powerful  armament  hail  been  recently  esta- 
blished fur  the  fleet.     These  circumstanivs  • 
seemed  to  retjuire  that  the  whole  scale  of  ■ 
complements  should   be   reviv(*d,    and   in 
the  autumn  of  1838  the  members  of  the  i 
Boani   of  Admiralty  occupied   themaelTcs 
with  looking  carefully  into  the  subjei*t.  and 
many  schemes  were  pn^posed;  at  length,  ^ 
when  it  was  thought  that  sufficient  pmgress  i 
had   been   made   in   the    investigation   to  : 
enable  every  one  to  form  his  judgment, 
a  special  meeting  of  the  iNKirJ  was  held,  i 
at  which   Sir  William  ^vmnnds  and  Sir 
Thomas  I  Eastings  were  present ;  the  board  had  I 
a  long  sitting,  and  took  the  case  of  one  of 
each  class  of  ships  into  consideration.     At 
this  sitting  no  doubt  there  were  differences 
of  opiniim  on  details,  btit  ultimately  a  scale 
of  oomplementf  for  war  was  agreed  on  un- 
animously, and  he  believed  that  Captain 
IWrkely  was  prrteni  and  tiM>k  furt  in  the 
pnicee«iingt.    Smic  technical  di (lieu hies  oc- 
curred t4i  prevent  the  immt*iliate  pri*mulga- 
lion   of    this  scale    of  cdoi piemen tx.   but 
undoubted! V    the   scale    was    unanimouslv 
adopted    by    the    whoK*    Uianl,    ami    this 
was  the  s<-ale  which  he  (Karl  Minto)  hod 
rstablished  in  the  navy  fur  war  complements. 
Then  came  the  question  of  a  peace  comple- 
ment :  under  the  previous  sy<item.  the  jx-ace 
complement  had   lieen    rvduct^   from    the 
war  cimiplcment    l^y   a  rriluctinn   of  tme- 
eighth  of  the  whole  number  of  the  crew. 
Initead  of  this,   ii    was  pru|KiM.>l   to  have 
a  n,*duction  of  either  a  fifth  or  m  Msth  of 
the   number  of   men   appnf|>riuted   \o  the 
gunfr— inderti  both  thovc  pntpinitiiMi«  wore 
made.     Mr.  Wikid  drew  up  om*  of  his  ex- 
tremely clear   and  able  minute^,  whuh  he 
laid  before  the  buird.  in  which  hedetienU-d 
the  principle  on  whuh   the  Uurd  had  ]>n*- 
eenled  as   to  the  Mar  eoniplt-iMi  nt.  and  a 
scale  of  peace  ctmipleiueots  wa»  tht-n  bruughi 


before  the  board,  which,  after  some 
sion,  was  approved  of  by  all  the  memben 
of  the  board.  This  scale  it  was,  that  he 
(Karl  Minto)  was  charged  with  having  put 
into  his  jxickct,  proposing  another  scale  of 
his  own,  in  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  all 
the  naval  members  of  the  board.  But  that 
was  not  the  case.  When  the  scale  wai 
produced,  he  said, 

"  Ttiis  is  a  great  and  serious  <|uestionp  in* 
volvinif  a  very  Urge  addition  of  expense,  and 
requiring  very  careful  consideration  and  in« 
quiry,  and  one  which  cannot  be  disposed  of 
off  hand ;  1  am  bound,  sittmg  here,  to  look 
after  the  pubhc  i'ltercits;  lam  bound  to  see 
that  there  ii  good  reason  for  what  is  proposed, 
and  that  professional  seal  or  bios  does  not  in- 
volve the  country  in  more  expense  than  is 
necessary ;  and  I  am  bound  to  see  that  the 
former  !icale  determined  upon,  after  mataie 
deliberation,  by  some  of  the  ablest  men  in 
(hi*  service,  is  not  lightly  overturned ;  and 
I  must  therefore  take  time  fully  to  coolider 
lhi>  matter." 

This  was  all  that  passed  on  the  occasion, 
and  the  course  which  he  thus  took  was  ao 
obvious  and  natural,  that  no  one  seemed  to 
think  it  strange  that  he  (Earl  Minto) 
should  adopt  it.  lie  had  gone  very  mi* 
nutely  into  the  case,  but  he  had  all  along 
stateii  to  the  board,  that  he  thought  the 
question  one  so  purely  professional,  that  he 
should  feel  bound  to  adopt  what  should 
turn  out  to  be  their  real  opinion,  after  a 
full  and  careful  ctmsideration.  It  very  iooQ 
appi*arcd  that  the  principle  on  which  thejr 
attempted  to  form  complements  for  manning 
the  ships  was  inapplicable  to  the  caM.  To 
establish  any  one  pro|K>rtion  between  the 
peace  and  war  complement  for  all  dcacrip* 
tions  of  shi|>s  was  found  to  be  impoasihiev 
for  it  would  give  too  large  an  allowanee  for 
one  class  of  Nhips,  and  too  small  for  anotberp 
and  the  whole  scheme  turned  out  to  be  ar- 
rant nonsense  although  it  appeared  very  well 
on  |»per.  1 1  way  therefore  determined totake 
each  case  si'imrately;  accordingly  one  ship  of 
each  el  ass  wu<&  seli*cte«l,  and  the  board  care- 
fully went  into  the  whole  mntter.  A  scale  of 
peace  complements  was  devised,  and  the  pro- 
{Nirtiimate  aimplerocnt  in  each  ship  waa 
made  greater  in  most  cases  and  smaller  in 
others  than  was  formerly  the  cose.  The 
propt>«ed  scale  of  manning  was  first  agreed 
to  by  the  four  naval  lords.  He  then  took 
the  pa|K*rs  into  hiK  consideration,  and  he 
i*onMil(ed  the  best  ctiunsellors  that  he  eould 
tvWt  to  on  the  subject,  as  to  the  most  ad- 
vixuble  course  to  take,  namely  the  two  se- 
nior \uwix\  lonN,  in  both  of  whom  he  plaoed 
the  nittst  implicit  confidence.     .After 
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luggestionB  hod  been  made  by  Mr.  Wood  some 
sKgnt  change  was  made  in  the  plan,  and  a 
new  minute  was  drawn  up  and  at  last 
^reed  to  by  the  board.  He  admitted  that 
Captain  Berkeley  was  no  party  to  this  ar- 
rangement, but  this  was  no  fault  of  his, 
as  that  eallant  Officer  liad  left  town ;  but 
he  should  have  been  very  glad  to  discuss 
the  matter  with  that  Gentleman,  who 
had  undoubtedly  paid  very  great  attention 
to  the  subject.  He  trusted  that  he  had  said 
enough  to  show  that  he  did  not  reverse  the 
decision  of  the  board  at  his  own  whim  and 
pleasure.  He  might,  however,  observe, 
before  he  sat  down,  that  he  thought  that 
the  scale  went  too  far  in  some  respects,  and 
as  he  at  the  time  thought  there  was  an 
error  in  there  being  too  great  an  ex- 
cess in  manning  ships*  he  sent  down  a 
minute  desiring  to  know  if  the  scheme  of 
complements  in  question  was  recommended 
to  him  by  the  two  senior  naval  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  namely,  Sir  C.  Adam,  and 
Sir  W.  Parker.  The  messenger  shortly 
after  returned  with  the  paper*  marked — 
yes;  signed  "C.  A.,"  « W.  P."  He 
hoped  that  he  had  thus  succeeded  in  ex- 
onerating himself  from  the  observations 
which  had  been  made  upon  him  elsewhere. 
He  had  no  desire  to  bandv  words  between 
the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of 
Commons  as  to  the  proper  complements  for 
ships  in  the  navy,  and  still  less  did  he  wish 
to  occupy  the  time  of  Parliament  with 
matters  which  might  appear  personal  to 
himself;  he  trusted,  however,  that  the 
House  would  feel  that  he  was  called  upon 
to  make  some  explanation  on  the  subject. 
He  would  only  detain  the  House  with  ad- 
verting to  one  other  point.  Another  charge 
brought  against  him  was,  that  he  had  been 
guilty  of  an  undue  exercise  of  authority  in 
sending  out  orders  to  the  Admiral  in 
the  Mediterranean  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  board.  Sir  Charles  Napier 
said 

"He  wonid  menuon  another  instance  in 
which  he  thought  Earl  Minto  had  assumed  a 
great  deal.  He  had  read  in  a  letter  the  other 
day,  that  that  noble  Lord  had  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  Sir  Robert  Stopford,  desiring  him  to 
proceed  to  Candia,  and  there  wait  for  further 
orders.  Was  it  to  be  endured  that  such 
power  should  be  assumed  by  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Adminlty." 

It  was  well  known  to  noble  Lords  oppo- 
site that  a  Cabinet  Minister  in  the  situation 
which  he  held  must  often  make  confiden- 

VOL.  LXI,     {lii:t\ 


tial  communications  to  the  naval  commander 
in  chief  of  a  fleet,  and  must  sometimes  even 
direct  his  movements.  Now,  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  late  Government,  as  well  as 
himself,  reposed  the  most  entire  confidence 
in  Sir  Robert  Stopford,  and  he  might  be 
permitted  to  add,  that  Sir  Robert  Stopford 
had  showed  that  he  was  most  deserving  of 
it.  This  was  not  a  singular  instance  of  his 
writing  a  letter  to  that  gallant  Admiral; 
for  he  could  refer  to  fifty  instances  in  which 
he  sent  letters  to  Sir  Robert  Stopford,  to 
explain  to  that  gallant  officer  the  views  of 
the  Government.  He  did  not  give  that 
gallant  officer  orders,  but  as  the  organ  of 
the  Government  in  this  department  he  had 
communicated  the  views  of  Government, 
which  could  not  be  well  discussed  openly 
at  a  board.  He  begged  to  call  their  Lord- 
ship's attention  to  a  letter  which  he  had 
that  day  received  from  Sir  Robert  Stopford. 
It  was  in  these  terms :— - 

*'  Royal  Hotpitat,  Greenwich, 
6(h  March,  1843. 

My  dear  Lord, 

With  reference  to  Sir  C.  Na- 
pier's assertion  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  it  was  in  consequence  of  a  private  letter 
from  your  Lordship,  I  proceeded  off  Candia 
to  establbh  the  authority  of  the  Sultan  in  that 
island,  I  find  upon  reference  to  my  papers, 
that  an  order  to  that  effect  proceeded  from 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  dated  22nd  of  Oct., 
1840,  transmiiting  instructions  from  Lord  Pal- 
merston,  dated  l9th  October.  But  as  I  could 
not  procure  Turkish  troops  which  I  demanded 
to  carry  this  order  into  execution,  and  con- 
sidering the  marines  insufficient  for  that  ob« 
ject,  I  never  did  proceed  to  Candia. 

^  I  am  quite  certain  that  I  never  received 
any  private  communication  from  your  Lord* 
ship  upon  that  subject. — Believe  me,  my  dear 
Lord,  very  faithfully  yours, 

**RoBEaT  Stopford.'' 

Thus,  although  these  assumed  orders  had 
not  been  issued  regarding  Candia,  he  found 
on  referring  to  the  levant  papers,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  referring  to  a  wish  expressed 
by  him  for  the  assembly  of  the  squadron  at 
Cyprus. 

"  PHnceu  Royal,  off  the  South  End 
of  6>prM«,JKiy  II,  1839. 

^  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency with  my  arrival  here,  with  the  squadron 
F 
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onder  ray  eommind,  in  puntianea  oft  prinle 
intimation  from  I^rd  Minlo,  lignifjing  hi> 
wiiti  fot  ilie  w]u*i3mn  lo  auemblc  in  Itiii 
neiKhbourhooJ,  uti  to  iwait  further  oiden. 

'■  Ai  tlic  accountt  of  ilia  Sultan's  ileatli,  and 
tha  defeat  of  liii  vmy,  which  readied  me  this 
tnocniiiii  from  Caiidia,  and  have  beeo  con- 
firmed hy  the  IUiadanunlhu> from  Aleiandria, 
TM,y  rrnder  il  iicresiiry  fur  the  xiuadron  to 
takr  up  onulher  position,  I  have  to  n()iii«t 
jrnur  i-Arcllency  will  br  jilcaied  to  favour  nic 
«ilh  (urh  information  for  mjr  ftirthpr  guidance 
a*  ypii  roay  judge  fit  lo  gi»c  mc  iinrlct  ihoM- 
alienji)  ci rtumi lance*.— 1  have,  lie. 
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**  KiiBiHT  STorroKD." 

TbiR  «ru  the  mott  cnmpletc  aniwcr  to 
the  (taicment  of  which  hp  mmpliiinrd, 
HitBcicntly  prnvini;  titai  Sir  Hnlwrt  Sttip- 
fonl  ilid  not  ciinxiiler  the  ccNniniinicaiiim 
made   to  him   in    tliv   light   nf  uii   iirili-r 

Whtl-h      he     WM     boUIHl     t(l      idKkTVl.'.       Ill' 

hull  now,  he  thinifcht,  miltideiitly  nplivd 
til  ihr  I'huri^it  iiiadu  u)fjin4t  hint  liy  thi' 
(•itlhnt  OHitiT.  lie  woo  uwiiTf  i>r  the 
I'ltrctuc  initinvenicncc  nf  di'tniiin;:  in  (hji 
limine  nmttcni  whi.h  Imd  Utn  diKiiuol 
ill  tlir  otU'r  ilntiH!  nf  i'litliutiicnt,  and  ihi.' 
propnfiviiravoidini^uiyihiiift  whicli  iiii)(1it 
U'lul  ^|  bandy  umtroverty  UtH-ivii  thcni. 
III.-  Inwl,  thi'Ti'fiiTt:,  carefully  ahtlaincd  fnnii 
■U  diKuuiim  im  tLr  quation  u  In  what 
I  the   proper  j«acc  cnropli 


to  b]r  the  TUtwA  of  AdmirDllj.  The  nobi* 
Harl  taid  that  ihii  minute,  (Irntn  up  by 
Wood,  embodied  the  opiniona  of  tb« 
four  DiTal  Lords.  But  it  appeared  tbit 
the  noble  Karl,  from  bit  own  itatemeni, 
^t  tlic  two  aenior  na*ul  [x>rda  with  him 
to  diacuM  the  luhjpct,  and,  no  doubt,  by 
the  inHucnce  of  hia  autliorit<r  induced 
them  tn  alter  their  opinion.  The  noble 
Earl  added  ihat  ihia  miehl  tw  a  verf  |>ro- 
)tcr  teguliilion  e>  to  the  manning  of  tliipa, 
but  for  other  political  objccli,  such  ai  the 
(Kpeiiite,  Ac,  It  was  inexpedient  to  adopt 
till!  propiJiitiun.  Ele  'lid  notxay  ihccliange 
wai  made  nl  the  dictation  of  the  noble 
l.ord,  but  lie  tlioiif  lit  be  ihould  have  given 
bix  reaauhi  to  (he  wliclc  Board,  inilead  of 
trforring  ibe  mailer  to  only  two  inembera 
of  il  nnd  himself.  Wiih  reganl  to  the 
other  charge — that  of  iistiin^  a  prime 
order,  he  ihoiighi  ilie  Idler  of  Sir  UobrTt 
Stopford  ntltiih  liail  been  read  to  the 
House  hv  llicmible  Kill  suflirienleTidenee. 
He  uiidLT*(oo<l  from  dial  l.iier  tliat  ihe 
eallatii  officer  wrni  lo  I'yprut  by  order  of 
iiibic  M.irl,  but  lliut  upon  arriving 
:  fiiiinil  a  nrw  aet  of  circum- 
wbich  rendered  it  neceatary  for 
liim  to  refer  lo  the  anibaiiudor  for  aucli 
commaiKli  ut  he  micbt  deem  lit.  Indeed 
Il  appciirt^l  to  liim  il^rd  Colebetter)  im. 
poisible  lot  any  one  lo  read  lhat  docu- 
meut  and  not  come  to  the  roiiclufioo  thai 
>ble  Karl  did  icud  a  private  c 


Ihere 


r.enl.  tnd  he  hoped  tLtr  Ixrdshipa  would  "•cation  to  Sii  llobert  Stopford  to  pracMd 
frtl  that  tie  w>«  jiulified  in  i-alling  their  ">  l^Jpf"*.  ""J  'l""*  Bw^ii  further  orden. 
Bitention  lo  ihc-   attack  which   had   been    "«•  i>>r'cfore,  did  not  think  that  ihc  pl- 


pcnunttUy  tnaile  upon  him,  and  llut  he  had 
nut  rscecdcd  ibe  tiuundx  whirh  he  hud  eii- 
dvaviiured  to  lay  down  fi>r  himvlf  in  r«'- 
plyitiKto  it.     lie  felt  (hat 


■nl  Hi 


naL.'  ohM-n 


IImiv  mx  \n  what  psMn) 
be  l)i>pnl  thai  he  hiul  ab^taiiidl  fnmi  all 
■iWrvali'nu  that  wrri-  at  all  ralculatcd  lo 
|>ive    riw    ti>    further   dixuuiimi    of    llie 

iMd  V^ehMrt  belieted  ih.ii  it  w3<i 
contrary  lo  the  onlcra  of  the  House  that 
inch  diaeiinkina  ihoald  lake  plare,  ami 
rertninly  they  coald  be  aliendrd  aiili  no 
pnlilic  sit*anta<;e.  .\\  the  maCrr  \<,m\ 
been  bruachid,  huwevcr,  he  fell  (alKd 
V|iun  to  make  one  or  iwori  mails  on  uiine 
obstrvaliuiis  nudr  l>y  the  ni  ble  Harl.  Thi- 
iibbk-  tlail  bad  alliHtetl  to  what  hxl  .■.'- 
curied  after  ike  nimutc  rrtji'i'liNt,'  (l><- 
roni^lruienu  thai  tbi|iauf  war  should  h>tr 
IB  boiei  of  peace,  wliwb  had  been  aifrrrd 


ml  Ofbccr  who  had  alluded  to  the  aiibjecl 
in  Ihe  other  lloua*  ol  Parliament  cohU 
b«  fairly  accused  of  having  made  an  er- 
roneous tialrmeiii.  That  bon.  and  caJlant 
Otticer  bad  told  him  that  kt-  had  read  the 
leller  he  had  just  i|noled  in  a  public  paper. 
He  did  not  triib  to  eiiur  into  any  general 
iliH'UMion  uf  the  i|ii('iii(in,but  In-  eertaialy 
ihoUL'hl  Ihat  Ihe  lj>,n.  nnd  ^.tUjiil  Officer 
who  was  suitpo^ed  lo  haTc  addresied  the 
olhrt  Hoiise  of  I'jriiameiil,  wat  in  IM  tfc- 
Kree  o|ieii  to  the  ehai^e  of  having  mia- 
■lalcil  fact*.  He  mult  be  |iemmi«l  lo 
a>ld,  thai  he  ihi>ni;hi  her  Majeaiy'a  preaeal 
(ioteritineni  had  ai  letl  with  great  pr«- 
dr nee  111  iiicieamu::  tl>e  former  <^tal>lt»h' 
incni,  and  \<f  olUii-d  ihcin  hi*  best  thank* 
fur  havii,;;  d..,„-  .i.. 

The  ltuk.-..t    k,.Km.md  said,  that  im- 
ihitiK  could  lie  iiiuM-  iiio.nicnH'nl  than  ikal 

a  iHibk-  I I  sliuuld  make  ulivrtaliuna  on 

4   speeck  driivcred   lu  the  oiher  HoMt 
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of  Ptrliament,  which  he  had  not  hetrd, 
but  which  he  had  onlv  teen  in  the  newi- 
papert  of  ihe  dat.  It  was  contrary  to 
the  orders  of  their  Lordships'  House. 
He  was,  however,  unwilling  to  prevent 
his  noble  Friend  from  rising  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  His  noble  Friend  had  made 
a  statement  to-day  in  reference  to  some- 
thing which  had  fallen  from  Captain 
Berkeley.  He  considered  the  charge  made 
by  the  noble  Earl  against  that  gallant 
Officer  a  vert  serious  one.  He  charged 
him  with  making,  in  his  place  in  Parlia- 
ment,  a  statement  which  was  not  true. 
Of  course,  the  gallant  Officer  could  not 
wish  that  charge  to  go  forth  uncontra- 
dicted, and,  therefore  he  would  get  some 
Peer  to  rise  In  his  place,  and  to  make  a 
statement  for  him ;  and  without  being  a 
propbeii  it  was  extremely  likely  when  the 
Navy  KstiMates  came  before  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  both  these  Gentlemen 
(Sir  C.  Nauierand  Captain  Berkeley)  would 
again  defend  themselves,  and  then  the 
noble  Earl  would  have  to  make  another 
itatement  in  reply.  Could  anything  be 
mofe  inconvdnient  than  such  proceed- 
ings? His  noble  l^riend  bad  read  an  ex- 
tract from  a  report  in  a  newspaper.  That 
report  did  not  give  correctly  the  extract 
from  Captain  Berkeley's  letter  which  Sir 
Charles  Napier  read.  He  would  read 
to  the  House  what  Captain  Berkeley  really 
did  write,  and  what  Sir  Charles  Napier 
really  did  read.  Captain  Berkeley,  after 
quitting  the  Admiralty,  wrote  a  letter, 
from  which  this  waa  an  extract  i^^ 

**  Let  there  be  no  mistake  as  to  my  reasons 
for  quitting  the  Admiralty.  After  mature  de- 
Uberation,  a  scheme  for  the  complement  of 
each  ship  was  agreed  on,  and  approved  of  by 
all  my  Colleagues,  and  acceeded  to  by  Lord 
Dalroeny.  One-eighth  was  to  be  struck  off  for 
the  peace  establishment,  and  to  this  I  consent- 
ed— though  disapproving  of  all  reduction — for 
the  sake  of  unanimity.*' 

This,  which  he  considered  a  boon  to  the 
service,  was  approved  of,  and  laid  before 
the  Board  by  the  Secretary,  and  Lord 
Minto  put  it  in  his  pocket ;  and  then  Cap- 
tain Berkeley  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Wood,  who  said  that  it  was  to  be  not 
one-eighih,  but  one-fifth.  The  matter  was 
not  again  brought  before  the  Board  of 
Admiralty.  The  whole  of  the  naval  lx>rds 
at  that  Board  agreed  to  one-eighth,  but 


the  noble  Earl  said  that  It  must  be  one- 
fifth,  without  even  again  consulting  them. 
His  noble  Friend  said  that  he  did  consult 
the  two  senior  naval  Lords,  and  that  he 
sent  a  memorandum  to  that  effect,  and 
that  they  put  their  initials  to  the  bottom 
of  it  with  the  word  **  Yes.*'  But  that,  he 
said,  was  not  placing  it  before  the  Board 
of  Admiralty.  The  noble  Earl  admitted 
that  he  did  not  bring  it  before  that  Board, 
because,  if  he  had,  he  would  have  heard 
from  different  members  of  it  their  disap- 
probation of  the  chang^.  Under  such 
circumstances  he  thought  that  Captain 
Berkeley  would  not  have  acted  properly  if 
he  had  not  at  once  quitted  the  Board  of 
Admiralty.  With  regard  to  the  general 
question,  he  must  say  that  his  opinion  waa 
that  ships  should  never  leave  port  unless 
they  were  fully  manned.  He  would  rather 
that  we  had  only  two  ships  afloat  well- 
manned,  than  that  we  had  a  doxen 
inefficiently  manned.  His  noble  Friend 
had  also  referred  to  the  opinion  of  Sir 
Thomas  Hardy.  He  knew  that  that  gallant 
Officer  stated  over  and  over  again  to 
Captain  Berkeley  that  he  was  one  of  the 
old-fashioned  men,  who  thought  that  our 
ships  ought  not  to  go  to  sea  unless  pro- 
perly manned.  He  thought  the  extract 
which  he  had  read  showed  the  inconveni- 
ence of  discussine  questions  where  the 
facts  were  disputed. 

The  Earl  of  MitUo  denied  that  he  had 
brought  any  charge  against  the  two  gallant 
officers  referred  to;  all  that  he  iHshed 
to  show  Was,  that  these  gallant  officer* 
had  imagined*  in  one  case,  that  a  state  of 
things  had  occurred  which  never  had  hap- 
pened ;  and  in  the  other,  he  had  endea- 
voured to  show  that  he  was  justified  in  the 
course  which  he  had  taken.  His  noble 
Friend  said,  that  the  matter  had  neter  been 
brought  before  the  board  as  to  the  comple- 
ment on  board  men-of-war  for  a  peace  es- 
tablishment. This  was  not  soj  the  two 
senior  iraval  officers  at  the  board,  after  they 
had  deliberated  and  fully  discussed  the  mb* 
ject,  somewhat  altered  their  opinioRs,  and 
their  final  decision  was  equally  assented  to 
and  sanctioned  at  the  Board. 

Lord  Fitzgerald  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  House  had  been  drawn  into  this 
irregularity,  and  which,  irregular  as  their 
proceedings  had  often  been,  could  find  no 
example.  Anxious  as  the  noble  Earl  na- 
turally was  to  make  a  statement  in  vindi- 
cation of  his  conduct  as  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  disposed  as  every  one  was 
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to  do  the  noble  Earl  jutliM  Tor  hit  anxiety, 
jet  he  could  but  remark  upon  the  dan^r 
of  replying  in  that  Houte  to  ipeechet  de- 
livered in  the  other  Haute  of  Parliament, 
and  nolonljralsiing  the  general  aubttance, 
but  c] noting  the  very  lan{;uage,  and  naming 
the  per<u)n>  by  whom  they  were  ipoken. 
He  re^Tcltcd  that  the  noble  Eitl  had  not 
puraued  itic  more  regular  courK  of  moving 
ibr  paper*,  itiilead  of  replying  lo  ipeechea 
made  by  gallant  OfEcera  in  the  Houie  of 
Commoni,  without  anyquetlion  before  the 
Hoeae. 

Tbc  Earl  of  Miitla  laiil,  it  had  been  hii 
intention  to  have  made  a  motion,  but  the 
habitual  vioUtion  of  the  rulci  c^  the  Houm! 
would,  he  thousht,  juttifT  hii  not  doinf; 
au.  He  hoped,  however,  that  nobU;  L<ird( 
would  give  bin)  credit  for  abstaining  fnua 
making  a  reply  to  anything  that  had  patacd 
in  another  place,  except  upon  the  pointi 
which  penonally  affected  hiniKlf,  and  for 
not  iroputinfc  blame  to  any  of  the  Gentle- 
men who  hail  ipoken  dicwhcre- 

I^nrd  Fitzgerald  remarked,  that  the  no- 
ble Earr*  own  reference  to  the  habitual 
Tiulation  of  the  rulea  of  the  Houie  fully 
jiutiGcd  the  remark  be  had  made. 

The  Earl  of  Afw/o  had  ufteo  ihAughl 
that  the  Lord  Chaocellor  ibould  be  ci> 
pected  to  interfere  and  prevent  Iheae  irre- 
guUritiea. 

The  Duke  of  Rickmand  thoagbl.  that  if 
thii  were  the  caae  bia  noble  Friend  on  the 
Woolaack  would  have  no  tinecure.  Thry 
•hould  recollect  that  the  Speaker  of  tin: 
Honie  of  Commoni  wai  elected  by  the 
Ilouie.  wbilat  the  Speaker  of  that  llouie  ; 
waa  choten  by  the  Crown.  Thii  made  a 
great  dittinction,  and  he  hoped  the  Houie  I 
would  never  give  up  the  power  of  regulat- 
ing their  own  proceeding!.  At  any  rale, 
he  knew  very  well  that  no  Lord  ChanccHur 
could  do  it. 

Four  or  five  nuble  Ix>td8  toic  logeilivr, 
but  gave  way  to 

The  Lord  CkaHetUor,  who  amidit  great 
laughter,  gave  noiire  that  hr  would  to- 
morrow lay  upnn  the  Table  a  bill  for  alter- 
ing and  aueuding  the  law  with  ie«pect  lo 
proceedingf  in  lunacy. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Adjourned. 


arid  Kimd;  TalaMH  w)  OOtj  Rn^. 
r     WM  THitll^Mll    Ro^a  (No. 
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OrEKATIONOrTltENawCOKNBlLL.] 

Mr.  Matlermam  wiihed  to  put  a  queation 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of 
the  Govemmeni,  relative  lo  ihe  time  U 
which  the  new  Com  Bill  would  come  into 
operation.  C'Onaiderafate  aniiety  waa  felt 
on  the  point  in  Ihe  com  markeii,  in  con- 
aeqnence  of  the  newipapcra  havii^  given 
diA'erent  venmna  of  the  reply  to  a  que*- 
lion  on  the  lubjen  a  few  ni/bta  ago.  A 
doubt  wai  entertained  whether  it  vrere  in- 
tended ihiii  the  new  acale  of  dutiea  ahould 
rotne  into  0|ieration  on  the  firat  Thuraday 
after  the  new  L^m  Bill  received  the  royal 
aiaenl.  ornot  until  after  tix  week*'  ave- 
rage* had  b-wn  taken.  He  thought  it 
denirable  that  ihi*  pmni  ahould  be  cleared 
up. 

Sir  ff.  Ptfl  thought,  thai  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  referred  to  the  bill,  he 
would  hive  found  the  inlenliona  of  the 
(lovernmeni  clearly  eiprcMed.  He  had 
no  heaitatinit,  however,  in  again  Hating 
the  courae  he  piopoaed  to  puriue.  It  waa 
certainly  hii  iiitentiiin  that  hii  Inw  icale 
of  diitiei  ihuuld  aitach  to  the  a'eragea  u 
mon  a4poMihlr  arierihrbill  had  received 
the  luyal  a«<ent.  and  for  thin  purpoae  he 
prapoicd  lorNiici,  thai  the  nveragnofibc 


137         Possession  of  A  Igiers,  {  M  a  rc  ii  '7  } 


Banking. 


138 


six  weeks  declared  on  the  Thursday,  sub- 
sequent 10  the  bill  receiving  the  royal 
assent,  should  determine  the  new  duty. 
The  new  scale  would  thus  be  brought  into 
operation  as  soon  as  possible. 

Rbtirino  Pensions  to  Naval  Offi- 
cers.] Sir  C  Napier  wished  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether/  in 
consideration  of  the  services  of  certain  old 
captains  in  the  navy,  the  Government 
proposed  to  introduce  a  small  additional 
grant  into  the  navy  estimates  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  retirmg  pensions  to  some  of 
those  old  officers  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
no  questions  of  the  sort  bad  been  brought 
under  the  notice  of  his  department. 

Sir  C.  Napier  then  put  the  question  to 
the  Secretary  for  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  S,  Herbert  must  be  excused  reply- 
ing to  a  question  with  respect  to  which  he 
really  had  no  voice. 

Possession  of  Algiers.]  Sir  R, 
Peel  then  said,  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Tipperary  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  for 
the  production  of  a  despatch  written  by 
his  noble  Friend,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  subject  of  a 
conversation  with  the  French  Ambassador 
relative  to  the  affairs  of  Algiers.  He 
thought  it  might  perhaps  be  convenient 
for  the  House  if  he  at  once  stated,  that  he 
should  lay  that  despatch  on  the  Table. 
He  bad  two  reasons  for  pursuing  this 
course.  It  was  his  wish,  in  the  6rst  place, 
as  far  as  possible  to  check  debates  having 
reference  to  proceedings  or  speeches  in  the 
French  Chambers ;  and  secondly,  as  in 
the  event  of  any  discussion  arising  upon 
the  subject  the  despatch  might  be  referred 
tOf  he  thought  it  would  be  more  conve- 
nient that  they  should  have  the  despatch 
before  them,  than  that  mangled  extracts 
should  be  quoted  from  it.  It  was,  of 
course,  within  the  power  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  found  any  motion  be  might 

{»lease  upon  the  subject  of  the  despatch, 
f  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  so,  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  meet  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  If  there  had  been  any  misap- 
prehension on  this  subject,  he  thought  it 
was  his  duty  at  once  to  acquit  the  Count 
de  St.  Aulaire,  the  French  ambassador. 
Every  one  who  knew  the  character  and 
high  honour  of  that  distinguished  func- 
tionary, must  be  perfectly  satisfied  that  if 
there  bad  been  any  miiapprehenaioo  oo 


the  part  of  the  Count  de  St.  Aulaire«  it 
had  been  entirely  unintentional,  and  he 
was  sure  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
would  be  the  first  to  acquit  that  noblemaa 
of  any  error  which  was  at  all  intentional. 
The  despatch  was  laid  on  the  Table. 

Banking.]  On  the  order  of  the  day  for 
going  into  a  Committee  of  Supply  beinf 
read, 

Mr.  C.  Wood  wished,  before  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee,  to  put  a 
question  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite, in  order  that  he  might  ascertain 
what  were  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  a  subject  of  very  great  impor- 
tance, and  that  nad  excited  great  interest 
in  the  country.  The  House  was  perfectly 
aware  that  for  the  last  two  Sessions  a 
parliamentary  committee  had  been  sitting 
of  which  he  (Mr.  Wood)  was  the  chair* 
man,  having  for  its  object  to  inquire  into 
the  effects  produced  by  banks  of  issue 
upon  the  country.  The  events  which  had 
occurred  in  the  middle  of  the  last  Session 
of  the  last  Parliament  had  brought  the 
Session  suddenly  to  a  close,  and  inter- 
rupted the  sittings  of  the  committee, 
which  was  then  inquiring  into  this  subject* 
There  was  barely  time  to  pass  an  act  of 
Parliament  providing  for  a  more  accurate 
and  general  publication  of  the  amount  of 
bank-notes  put  in  circulation,  but  it  was 
impossible  for  the  committee  to  come  to 
any  conclusion  or  make  any  report  to  the 
House.  Since  Parliament  had  met  many 
inquiries  had  been  made  of  him,  and  he 
had  received  a  great  many  communications 
from  different  parts  of  the  countrv,  owing 
to  his  having  been  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee, requesting  him  to  ascertain  what 
were  the  intentions  of  the  Government  with 
respect  to  the  question.  Some  time  since 
he  had  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  in  order  that  he  might 
have  time  to  consider  the  matter,  and  to 
confer  with  his  Colleagues  as  to  the  course 
the  Government  might  think  advisable  to 
adopt.  He  was  quite  aware  that  there 
would  be  considerable  difficulty  in  re- 
appointing the  committee,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  many  of  its  efficient  and 
active  members  had  not  seats  in  the  present 
House  of  Commons.  He,  therefore,  wished 
to  ask  what  course  the  Government  in- 
tended to  pursue  on  a  subject  that  had 
excited  great  interest  in  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom  ? 

Sir  it.  Peel  said,  he  had  given  his  best 


139 


The  Matter 


{COMMONS} 


Man^faciHrers. 


140 


consideration  to  this  important  subjrct, 
aiKJ,  certainly  looking  at  the  time  bc- 
itowcfJ  u{Nin  the  fpicstion  by  the  coui- 
miiiee  of  last  St'ssiou,  the  application  with 
which  they  had  devoted  themselves  to  it, 
and  more  especially  to  the  attention  and 
ability  with  which  the  hon.  (leiitleman 
had  conducted  its  deliberations,  he  was 
disposed  to  regret  that  the  committee  had 
separated  without  agreeing  upon  some 
distinct  report.  The  quesiioii,  as  now- 
presented,  was  certainly  a  difficult  ont. 
To  reapfKiint  the  committee  of  iiH|niry 
would,  he  thought,  be  almost  usclesi».  For 
three  Sessions  an  inquiry  had  been  eon- 
ducted  by  a  comniiltee  of  that  HouKe 
With  reference  to  the  joint-stock  bank  sys- 
tem. That  committee  had  eshaukied  the 
subject,  or,  at  least,  if  they  had  not,  it  was 
becnufte  the  subject  was  not  to  be  ex- 
hausted. On  the  termination  of  that  in- 
quiry, an  hon.  Cientlemau  had  proposed 
the  apfKiintnient  of  the  committee  nihich 
had  t>een  already  refer led  to.  That  com- 
mittee had  sat  two  Seuiuns.  so  that  alto- 
i;ether  there  had  been  c<miinittees  on  the 
subjfct  of  banking;  during  live  eoniM'OU- 
tive   Sessions  of   Parliament.     To   leiiew 

this  committee,  therefore,  for  the  pur|it,se^  !  bou.'MemU  r  for  Stock (wrt  with  ''Vboniil 
of  in()uiry,  would  he  thou<;ht  be  umK-ss  ; 


he  wished  to  know  what  was  to  l)C  done, 
and  that  the  answer  might  ;;o  forth.  'I1ie 
answer  given  by  the  ri«^ht  hon.  (ieotleman 
was,  in  his  opinion,  the  only  one  that  it 
was  in  his  |)ower  to  give.  He  was  sure 
that  it  waA  one  that  would  satisfy  all  par- 
ties ;  as  the  subject  was  one  that  must  be 
dealt  with  by  the  executive  (fovernment. 

On  the  question  that  the  Speaker  do 
leave  the  Chair, 

Till.  Mast  Ml  .MANrr.irTt'Kft.Rs.] 
Mr.  Frrrund  s:ii(i,  that  having  on  Friday 
night  bi't-n  charged  with  having  made 
assert ii'iis  which  were  not  facts,  and  with 
having  uM'd  expres>iuns  that  he  had  not 
uwd,  he  trusted  that  when  it  was  con- 
?»ider(*d  that  he  stood  there  as  the  advocate 
uf  the  cauHe  of  the  working  classes  of  the 
North  of  Kii;;land,  he  should  not  be  con- 
sidered to  be  deviating  from  the  strict 
ruleH  of  the  House  if  he  occupied  a  sliort 
spuce  of  its  time  in  adverting  to  the 
char;;es  brought  a;;ainst  him.  Since 
Friday  evening  he  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  luciking  at  what  he  had  said,  and  he 
found  that  hr  had  never  used  the  word 
**  all/'  and  that  he  hail  never  charged  the 


but  then  the  t|uestion  occurred,  shall  we  re- 
appoint the  committee  in  order  that  it  may 
le|iort  ^  Now.  on  this  pcnut  of  the  subject. 
It  must  be  taken  into  consideration,  that 
no  lets  than  eight  Meml>erft  of  the  late 
conniittee  were  without  seats  in  the  pre. 
sent  I'arliameut;  and  of  those  eight,  be 
must  say,  that  some  of  them  were  the  most 
regular  and  the  most  active  Members  upon 
the  cfimmittee.  He  could  nut  but  think, 
therefore,  thai  any  report  agreed  u|)un  by 
the  coiamittee  now  would  k>e  im|H*rl'ett ; 
au«l,  ID  addition  to  this  con^dcration,  he 
really  thought  that  the  quotiuu  wa«  one 
of  so  much  im|iortancc  that  it  oti,;ht  to  U- 
dealt  wiib  rather  by  thectecuiive  iiovi-rn- 
ni<iit  than  by  a  committee.  Wiilt  ri gard 
to  the  et'urM'  the  (*uvtrument  would  pur- 

sue.   he   could    not    at  present    give  any  |  ;,',,h:'  Tlure  »»  a  urvuUr  fr^mt  l.ke  the  .ide 

L-nt  of  what  would  tie  done.  '  ,,f  ,  tute.  uioi 


liable  riiielty,'*  but  that  this  was  another 
iap^tii  hfttjuw  of  the  htin.  Member  akin  to 
ih;it  roneerning  his  mills  and  printworks. 
The  hon.  MenitH:r  had  said,  that  during 
the  Li^t  eighteen  years  only  twenty  men 
had  iM'en  eniploye«l  at  his  works  during 
night.  He  wa«  sure,  however,  the  hon. 
Mernbi'r  wuiild  b<*  glad  of  the  opportunity 
of  explaining  t  point  to  which  Mr.  Leo- 
nard Horner  had  referred  in  one  of  his 
ri|t«irts.  Mr.  Homer  had  s.iiti  that  no 
one  Ci  uld  wurk  in  any  printworks  without 
hring  assisted  by  a  child,  who  put  on  the 
coKiurs.  and  astistetl  the  men  generally. 
He  said, — 

"  'I'liv  eiuplnymt'ia  ul  iliildron  i«  to  prepare 
tilt  «iii>i«)tli  »urlaLe  ul  ti'luuriug  uuiter  ou 
wliuh  (liL  far) ill  blink  14  pri'tACi).  aud  tu  take 
lip  il.o  col^iur  thai  i«  (u  itv  iraitsferreU  to   the 


exprr&i  statement 


|oii  whiiti  a  ftoc  wocilico  cloth  is 


Tiic  »ijhjicl  was  ouelor  coiisidcratiun,  and  •  »irticlii-«l.  and  vn  \hi%  the  rokiur  u  »pr«ad, 
a«  »iKjh  a*  It  W'lS  |)ossible  to  give  it  the  j  Thoi-  p«ii»  siuimI  hy  iIh:  %idc,  and  a  ckild,  who 
carelul  deliberation  it  required,  the  (io-  \  l^^uI)  xUv  lu^n  «kiu  prints iia«»Ctfriibceol»iir 
vernmvnt  wouki  not  fad  to   entertain  it.  | «'"«»'  «*•«  I-*  »"  '{•«  »•***;•  •P»'***»'>«  «»*"'" 

and    to    make    knu.n    the   result  to  the /»-/^«»*»  .T.;**;  -  «-»  ""^;  to -ake  a  »^^^^ 

I  '^urljif.       I  nil    i»  «alUd    *  tearing,     arid    the 

I  JimI    mI.ii    |)«  rfurniH    ihv   operation,   wlicthcr 


Hou«c. 


Mr.  C.  HWi  entirdy  concurred  n  what  ^  ^^^  .|^  ,„  ^m^Jr, ,%  i  .IkJ  a  '  itaihoy.  *    Kvery 
hid  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  (iiutlcflun.  ^  |.niiicr  lia*  a  uMi  and  a  Meatboy.'     When 

He  had  asked  the  qucslioo  mvicly  because  |  any  pnouug  is  going  on  the  *  tearboy '  bmi 
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be  there,  and  iliey  perform  their  work  tlaoding. 
The  temperature  of  the  room  should  not  be 
less  than  seventy  degrees,  and  the  air  should 
be  rather  humid.  *' 

Now  be  would  take  leave  to  ask  the 
hon.  Member  whether,  during  the  eighteen 
years  his  men  had  worked  between  six  in 
the  evening  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  mom* 
ing,  these  tearboys  had  not  also  been 
working  in  his  factory?  And  he  asked 
this,  as  he  said  before,  that  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  might  have  an  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing whether  he  was  correct  in  the  repre- 
sentations he  had  made,  or  whether  Mr. 
Leonard  Horner  was  correct  in  his  report. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  had 
read  in  the  House  a  declaration,  signed 
by  seventy.two  cotton-spinners,  and  had 
forwarded  to  him  a  copy  of  that  declara- 
tion, to  which  were  annexed  two  extracts 
from  his  speech.  The  hon.  Member  was 
about  to  read  the  declaration,  when 

The  Speaker  intimated  that  it  was  out 
of  order  to  refer  to  anything  that  was 
said  out  of  the  House  on  the  subject  of 
what  had  taken  place  within  its  walls,  and 
therefore  the  hon.  Member  must  not  read 
the  statement. 

Mr.  Ferrand :  These  people  said,  that 
they  kept  no  truck-shops,  and  that  they 
paid  all  their  workpeople  in  the  current 
coin  of  the  realm.  But  he  did  ask,  did 
they  not  hand  the  key  to  their  workmen  ; 
did  they  not  make  them  rent  their  cot- 
tages? Did  they  know  nothing  of  the 
Hour  paste ;  nothing  of  the  shoddy  trade ; 
nothing  of  the  oM  rags  and  the  devil's 
dust  ?  They  asserted  that  they  kept  no 
truck-shops,  and  that  they  paid  in  do 
other  way  but  in  the  current  coin  of  the 
realm ;  but  he  (Mr.  Ferrand)  had  never 
charged  them  with  doing  these  things* 
[*'  OA,  ok  I "]  He  had  never  charged 
them  with  keeping  truck-shops.  What  he 
had  said  was,  that  they  evaded  the  law  by 
letting  their  relatives  keep  truck-shops, 
and  that,  although  they  mieht  pay  their 
men  in  the  current  coin  of  the  realm,  yet 
they  stopped  a  great  part  of  it  on  its  way 
booie.  But  suppose  he  admitted  all  that 
thm  Bubacffibert  to  this  requisition  urged — 
suppose  be  allowed  that  they  were  the 
seventy-two  just  men  of  the  leaeue — did 
the  hon.  Member  mean  to  say  that  these 
wete  the  whole  of  the  subscribers  to  that 
aisociatioB  ?  Why,  he  thought  that  they 
boasted  of  having  extended  their  rami- 
ficutiMM  through  every  part  of  the  country  ? 
Ee  Ikoughi  lb«y  sMd  thai  this  was  a  na- 


tional  league^that  it  had  branches  in 
every  part  of  £ogland,  Ireland,  Scotland, 
and  Wales?  How  happened  it,  then, 
that  these  men  undertook  by  a  quibble  to 
deny  and  repudiate  the  system  of  their 
fellows  throughout  the  nation?  But  he 
turned  the  page  of  this  declaration  and 
he  found  a  circular  addressed  by  the  agi« 
tators  at  Manchester  to  their  correspon- 
dents; it  ran  thus:— 

"  Manchester  Anti-Com-Iaw  League.-* 
You  will  oblige  the  council  by  affixing  your 
name  to  the  declaration  and  returning  it  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. " 

Now,  in  the  declaration  as  read,  there 
was*  not  the  name  of  one  single  Yorkshire 
manufacturer ;  of  the  seventy-two  parties 
subscribing  the  declaration  there  was  not 
one  who  did  not  live  in  Manchester  or 
some  other  large  town  where  they  dared 
not  carry  on  the  truck  system  for  fear  o( 
the  shopkeepers.  It  was  in  secret — it  wat 
in  dark  corners  that  this  infamy  was  per- 
petrated. It  was  where  there  were  none 
to  rise  up  and  explain  the  nefarious  sys- 
tem as  he  had  done.  \^Laugkter.]  Oh, 
their  interruptions  woukl  not  put  hiia 
down.  He  stood  there  to  speak  the  truth, 
and  those  whe  rose  for  that  purpose  were 
not  to  be  silenced  by  clamour.  It  was  in 
the  name  of  the  working  classes  of  Eng« 
land  that  he  addressed  that  House,  and  he 
recommended  them  to  follow  the  advice  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  and  leave 
him  alone.  The  hon.  Member  for  Old* 
ham  had  told  them  that  they  had  better 
let  this  matter  drop.  When  the  repre* 
sentative  for  Wolverhampton  had  said  that 
these  charges  should  not  rest  there,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oldham  had  said  to  him. 
"  You  had  better  let  the  matter  rest,  for  I 
can  undertake  to  prove  all  Mr.  Ferrand 
has  said — and  ten  times  worse.  **  He 
challenged  the  boo.  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton, then,  to  move  for  his  select  com* 
mittee.  Let  them  institute  an  inquiry  into 
those  charges — let  them  examine  and  see 
who  was  right.  To-night  he  would  under* 
take  to  state  the  charges  which  he  had  to 
make  against  the  dishonest  part  of  the 
manufacturers,  and  if  hon.  Members  op- 
posite denied  the  truth  of  his  allegations, 
he  would  drive  them  to  the  course  of  ask- 
ing for  a  select  committee  of  inquiry. 
The  letter  he  was  about  to  read  was  from 
a  poor  man  in  a  manufacturing  town  in 
Lancashire,  and  he  did  trust  that  hon. 
Membera  oppoaite,  if  they  would  ngt 
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tr;n  to  liiiii,  \ioiiM  M  Irasl  li>iuii  to  n  [luor 
jn:iii.  Mfiiibris  u|>|Ni^iii'  boasti-il  ihiil  tlicy 
writ*  tlic  1  liampioiis  of  ilic  pour  iinn,  and 
that  tlicv  came  to  the  House  of  Commoiis 
to  aik  for  a  repeal  of  the  Corn- laws  for 
the  sake  of  the  poor  man.  Let  them  lis- 
ten for  a  moment  to  the  words  of  a 
|>oor  man. — 

**  lUtcn,  Marxh  t. 

"  My  ilear  Sir,— It  is  with  the  greatest 
|)lca'«urc  1  rt'^d  yuur  speech  of  l:i>t  Thursday. 
It  Was  one  of  the  kort  that  h:in  long  been 
wuiiifd ;  hut,  Sir,  though  it  appuirs  to  have 
strui  1  such  :i  panic  aniuii;;^!  them  as  they  (tlu' 
Aipti-Corn-luw  Lcajue)  hltle  expected,  you 
did  ii'it  |iO)itivi:)y  iiiurc  than  lialf  do  it.  1 
wi<«h  Huine  niif  on  the  ConstTvativc  siJc  of  the 
House  would  move  for  a  committee  of  iii<|uiry. 
I  feci  coiihdeiit  It  would  stnki*  ouch  an  awi' 
over  them  as  they  would  not  bv  guilty  of  »uch 
pr.icti(es.  Oil  Monday  evening,  the  21^t  ult., 
a  uieetih);  of  the  Anti>('iirn-Uw  I^caguu  hxh 
held  in  the  Tcmpcranct*hall,  when  — ^—  wa* 
called  to  the  chair.  Now,  Sir,  tins  k  a  ^pin- 
nin^-ina^ter,  and  occupies  a  Urge  mill  in  — 
stri'vi.     He  lives  about  a  mile  out  of  town  in 

a  splenditl  inaii»ioii  on  ihc  ro;id»   near 

which  is  a  fjfin  which  keeps  jhout  twenty 
cov«'«.  Miitdy  Sir,  h"  was  not  Muitli  a  nuit  of 
ilothi-s  whm  he  came  to  li<»llun  at  the  fir^t, 
but  a  poor  Irish  lad,  all  r.i^sand  Litters.  'I'hi« 
man  now,  Sir,  not  only  conipi-U  hi%  spiiiiii:r<« 
to  have  cotta.;«  9,  but  aUo  n-elers  'kkU  ^ixtteii 
yeari  of  .!•.:•  •  must  pay  rent  from  Ji.  «■</.  to  l>. 
bi/.  |MT  Wi.1  k,  ur  they  must  have  iii*  wi.rk. 
Ihry  iiiU'^t  al>o  have  a  •{uarl  of  milk  a  d.iv, 
nhethi-T  lliiv  lun  dniik  it  or  imi.  Dear  Sir, 
tiir  lii'U'iH  .III-  uf  the  woi-ot  ili^cri[iliuM,  aii'l 
an-  ri'-kl  hy  the  wofk[M>ipli-  frnni  .i  •^lulliri^  t  • 
half-a.i. r<i\%ii  a-wtiL.  aiid  very  nftrii  i:oi  lit  at 
all,  aiitl  tiicii.  uf  (  oiifM-,  ihi  y  Iom:  all  tii>  r^  nt. 
Ihe  iiii^iif  ^lops  it  iiiit  tif  rmr  waifr'«,  if  tiny 
lu«e  nut  a  peitii)  t<i  take  huine.  Mt»«t  of  ihe 
sptniiiii^-iita«ii  T\  I  w»nipcl  iht  ir  spinner^  u*  U  i\e 
cottagi*.  I>ul  iioiii:  except  they  of  the  Anti 
Corn- law  Ix-a^ui.-  make  f;irh.  TheM*  (Ceiitli  im  n 
are  always  M.rrMin^  and   oppre«*ing.     I  wtli 

trll  )>iu  ■•(    anotliLt  rxHally  frii.k  of  .    He 

liijkr<«  a  prictice  of  ruiiiiin;:  Ins  null  from 
MonJay  uiilil  ^ati  i Jay.  and  bei'au*i'  SaliiriJ  i\ 
M  a  shoit  da),  on  whiih  wc  work  only  iiiite 
hi>iir«,  }••■  •l'>ps  at  iiiM<h,  and  only  p>i)s  the 
liiiids  l>  r  U\v  (ia\''  and  a  half.  I  wuli  ytju 
woull  j':«t  -,:ivi'  Imn  a  l<»ic^  I'l  l:ir  lIi'U««  «•!' 
(  uinnior  .  on  ilm  p'>int,  I  ilunk  it  woulJ  >top 
hiiii.  Jii'l  \oii  WiHiM  ri>iiftr  a  hle^Siiii:  •  n  hun- 
liiiilt  of  |H>  r  hrlple*^  fatlory  ptuph- (>it t|»* 
less,  I  «as,  because  li»i  niau)  uf  us,  uwiiig  tu 
the  coupling  of  whei  !•,  Iki.; 

**  I  am  \uurs,  &i  , 


»i 


-,  Lan.a*htre. 


It 


rcrrinJ,  I  •!}  ,  1^  n-lon." 


l'hi!t  wan  a  poor   labouring  min,  who 
ImmI  not  t'ui  Ui«  cducaUoQ  ih^l  mauy 
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other  |M'fipie  bad,  and  lie,  therefore, 
truHtcd  thif  llouhc  would  excuse  the  plain- 
ness of  bis  iang^uagc.  QMr.  IV,  Wil' 
Hams :  **  Name,  name.** J  1  will  give  it, 
said  Mr.  Ferrand,  to  the  lion.  Member, 
if  he  pleases,  as  soon  as  I  sit  down,  and  if 
be  leaves  the  House  for  that  purpose,  I 
will  follow  him.  But,  let  me  tell  him,  the 
poor  working  men  have  suflercd  too  much 
for  attempting  to  expose  the  tyranny  of 
their  masters,  and  if  a  select  committee 
should  be  granted  by  the  House  these 
poor  wretches  will  never  dare  to  come  for- 
ward and  give  evidence  unless  they  receive 
tlic  protection  of  the  Government  of  the 
country.  He  knew  his  statements  on  this 
subject,  he  continued,  to  be  true,  and  he 
would  tell  the  House  that  the  working 
classes  themselves  asserted  them  to  be 
true,  and  of  that  he  would  4*onvincc  the 
House  before  ho  sat  down.  He  had  given 
them  an  instance  of  the  tyranny  practised 
in  Lancashire;  be  would  now  give  them 
another  which  occurred  in  Yorkshire,  in 
his  own  neit;bl)ourbood,  and  again  he  said 
he  was  prepared  to  f;ivc  up  his  authority  to 
any  hoii.  Member  who  required  bim  to  do 
so  : — 

••  A  jHJor  weawr,  residing  inthe  township  of 
,  with  a  wifi;  and  family  of  small  eliildren, 
ha-s  Im. en  lor  s.imi  time  employed  by  a  wvatthy 
wui^li-d.  y.trn,  and  stutf  inanufaeturer,  who 
lia«  praeti«ii.«l  (he  aboniinable  system  of  liavinj; 
a  u(ail  ihop  on  his  premises,  where  his  work 
pe<iple  Wilt  understood  that  they  are  to  ei- 
|ien  I  t:.eir  hard-earned  pittance  in  the  pur- 
ih.isc  of  shop  goods.  This  poor  man  incurred 
a  trit1i::C  de*it,  of  about  lOf.  6«/.  at  this  said 
khop,  whiih  he  agreed  tu  lutuidate  by  allowing 
a  dedui  iii<n  of  | ».  weekly  from  his  wattes.  iiul« 
al  Is  !  p'M>r  inan,  though  he  had  nut  food  for  a 
tldy\  ni^tenainr  fur  his  family,  when  he  car- 
ried in  tii«  work  on  the  taking-in  day.  al  the 
close  <>f  the  week  eiidiiiK  on  the  I'Jth  of  Fe* 
^ruary  mutant,  this  wealthy  mi llocral  deducted 
the  I  I'l  'Mi.,  which  wa^  the  full  aUOUOl  of  his 
wj^r«  due,  a!id  sent  hiiii  away  |icnniless,  and 
ril'ti«Ld  ti>  ^Mie  hini  fur  die  r  cmphiyinent.  In 
thi^  ^(aie  uf  dts(rcs<ihe  applied  to  a  ma.;i»trate 
on  Monlay  luorning.  th<*  .Msl  instant,  for  a 
sumin>>ii^  t'jr  his  wagr«.  Im.  «'x/.,  which  he 
o:  tjint-d  and  I  am  K^ad  ti>  ».iy,  that  thr  clerk 
ija^r  hini  credit  fur  his  fer  ;  but,  what  do  you 
think  ^  The  tyrant  shrank,  for  fear  of  the 
e\|iij>iiri,  and  L'lmprann^ed  the  affair  with  his 
iiijurtil  %Ia\e,  aii<l  thu^  tndid  the  luve.stigaliou 
«if  the  ease  by  a  ina^islrate.'* 

These  were  the  .*\nti-Corn.law  I^tgna 
men  !  He  had  scores  upon  scores  of  such 
cases  111  his  possession,  which  he  was  pre* 
pared  to  prove  t>eforc  a  select  committee 
—ay,  not  onlj  that,  bat  ho  would  loU  the 
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Hoose  that  the  working  classes  of  Eng- 
land were  rising  up  in  defence  of  their 
cause,  and  were  prepared  to  prove  every 
word  he  had  said.  What  would  hoo. 
Members  opposite  say,  when  he  told  them, 
that  in  spite  of  all  the  calumnies  which 
might  be  heaped  on  his  head  by  interested 
parties  out  of  doors,  the  working  classes 
of  Birmingham  had  assembled  in  public 
meeting,  and  had  unanimously  passed  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  him  for  exposing  the 
conduct  of  their  hard-hearted  taskmasteis? 
Here  was  the  notice : — 

**  At  a  meeting  of  the  working  classes,  con- 
vened at  the  King's  Head  Ino,  Dudley-street, 
Birmingham,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  unani- 
mously passed  to  Mr.  Ferrand,  the  patriotic 
representative  of  Knaresborougb,  for  his  phi- 
lantliropic  defence  of  the  operatives  of  Eng- 
land ;  his  fearless  exposure  of  the  fraudulent 
designs  of  the  Anti-Com-law  Le^e^  and  the 
oppression  and  tyranny  of  Whig-Radical  mil- 
locrats." 

He  would  tell  the  House  that  at  that 
meeting  the  working  men  stood  forward 
and  justified  everything  he  had  said  within 
those  walls,  and  declared  themselves  ready 
to  prove  his  statements  by  evidence.  Let 
it  no  longer  be  said  that  the  weight  of  the 
charges  he  had  made  lay  on  his  own 
head.  Again,  he  challenged  hon.  Mem. 
bers  opposite  to  move  for  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  if  they  would  not  do  it,  he 
would.  He  must  now  allude  to  what  was 
said  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
the  City  of  London,  on  a  previous  evening. 
That  noble  Lord  stated  that  he  (the  noble 
Lord)  understood  he  had  only  charged  a 
limited  number  of  manufacturers  with  the 
frauds  which  he  had  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  House.  When  the  noble 
Lord  sat  down,  he  rose  and  told  htm  he 
had  brought  the  charge  to  a  great  extent 
against  the  bulk  of  the  manufacturers,  and 
that  he  was  also  ready  to  prove  it.  He 
had  thought  it  his  duty  on  Saturday  last, 
in  deference  to  the  high  position  which 
that  noble  Lord  held,  not  only  in  that 
House,  but  also  in  the  eetimation  of  the 
public  out  of  doors,  to  send  the  noble 
Lord  a  sample  of  the  common  sort  of  cloth 
sold  in  Lancashire  to  the  working  classes. 
He  had  also  sent  a  sample  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  for  be  was  determined  that  his 
proceedingi  should  not  be  carried  on  in 
the  dark,  and  they  should  have  ocular 
detDODstration  of  what  he  had  asserted, 
and  what  he  was  prepared  to  prove.  Was 
tbtre  any  boo.  Ilcmber  who  would  deoy 


that  the  common  sort  of  manufacture! 
were  daubed  over  with  flour  paste  ?  He 
had  a  sample  of  the  cloth  in  his  hand,  and 
he  asked  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
the  City  of  London,  who  knew  a  good  deal 
of  the  affairs  of  the  world,  if  he  ever  in  his 
life  saw  such  plunder  as  that  to  which  the 
working  men  were  exposed  by  this  means. 
It  was  dreadful  to  contemplate;  it  was 
horrible  to  behold.  Yes,  the  shirting  which 
was  sold  to  the  poor  people  of  Lancashire 
was  completely  daubed  over  with  flour  paste. 
[Laughter.**]  He  asked  hon.  Members  who 
laughed,  whether  an  inquiry  ought  not  to 
be  made  into  what  he  said,  if  it  were  true^ 
and  if  it  were  untrue,  whether  such  an 
opportunity  of  contradicting  it  had  ever 
been  offered  to  opponents?  If  what  he  as- 
serted were  true,  did  they  by  their  smiles  and 
derisive  cheers  hope  to  put  it  down  }  If  the 
poor  were  robbed,  as  he  said  they  were,  was 
It  not  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pro- 
tect them?  They  came  and  asked  the 
protection  of  that  House.  Did  he  ask 
anything  unfair?  Did  he  say  anything  in 
their  behalf  at  which  the  House  should 
shrink  }  If  he  did,  fairly  and  with  heart- 
felt gratitude  would  he  give  place  to  any 
hon.  Member  who  would  stand  up  and 
defend  their  cause  within  those  walls.  He 
was  doing  what  he  could  for  the  poor, 
and,  therefore,  let  not  the  Members  of 
that  House  sneer  at  him.  He  felt  that  he 
was  acting  conscientiously  ;  his  own  heart 
guided  him  in  what  he  did,  and  if  he 
erred  in  the  slightest  degree  let  the  blame 
fall  upon  his  own  head,  but  let  not  the 
cause  of  the  poor  suffer.  He  asked  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  if  he  was  not  con- 
vinced from  what  he  (Mr.  Ferrand)  had 
shown,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  step  in  and  prevent  the  robbery 
committed  upon  the  poor,  through  the 
fraudsf  which  he  (Mr.  Ferrand)  had  ex- 
posed to  the  House  ?  He  would  now  read 
a  letter  published  on  the  1st  of  December 
last  in  the  Manchester  Ouardian^  a  news- 
paper considered  the  organ  of  the  Anti- 
Corn-law  League,  which  would  throw 
some  light  on  the  fraudulent  practices  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  and  their  effects  :^- 

'^The  Corn-laws.— To  the  Editor  of 
the  Manchester  Guardian.^ 

''  Sir,— A  power-loom  manu&cturer,  work- 
ing 1,000  looms  is  now  paying  more  by  t5L 
per  week,  or  upwards  of  750/.  per  annum,  for 
the  flour  used  in  his  manufactory  in  the  pro- 
cess of  dressing,  than  he  did  for  the  same 
quantity  in  1835.    The  present  duty  on  com 
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iittituri  condilion  did  ixit  aathoriH  yon  lo 
(leal.  Ddwm.— Nn.  Sir ;  l>ui  diiirMX  dn*ci 
«ne  lo  Ail  what  you  would  nol  al  anolher  lim*. 
If  1  %o  to  urison,  I  iluill  hiiv«  Mine  Ticluali 
lo  eal,  th^l*  one  comfotl.  A  Ma|[ii(rale. — 
Yoti  hiTc  an  honcil  fice;  il  ii  a  pil;  >uii 
ihoulil  do  luch  Ihinp.  You  look  hoiinl.  (A 
more  reiiwctible-looking  lilnuring  inan  we 
hare  iddoni  teen.)  In  Bniwer  lo  one  of  the 
Biagiitrates,  Dow«e  iiid  Ihat  lie  bad  been  dig- 

R'n);  for  Mr.  John  Snook,  anil  before  that  for 
r.  Weeks.  Fined  lOi.  iiicludini!  cmu. 
Dowie.— I  could  not  pay  lOJ.,  mucli  leas  lOi 
I  mutt  f[o  to  priion,  I  luiinuie.  lie  wmcod). 
milted  for  fouileen  dayi. ' 

If  the  Houiie  would  let  about  deviling 
■  remcdj  Tor  audi  a  Kale  of  thingi  tlicy 
mnit  look  lo  Ihe  poverty  which  oven pread 
the  people  both  iii  tbu  rural  tnd  moDufac- 
turinft  tliatricta.  While  ihii  poverty  ex- 
isted they  mult  eipcct  to  have  atich  com- 
plaints urged  upon  them  again  and  again  ; 
and  however  diKrciliiable  to  the  lloute 
and  the  country  the  aiatemcnta  might  be 
which  had  been  made  by  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber for  KnaTeibijrou;;h,  he  wai  glad  they 
bad  been  brought  forward,  and  he  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  would  intiat  on  their 
bcinz  fully  investigated. 

Mr.  Lamblon,  ai  the  repreteniative  of 
a  norihcrn  cunttituency  iu  some  degree 
alTccled  by  the  siateDiviiti  of  the  hoo. 
Member  for  Knar>^tbotou);h,  cipreued  a 
hope  that  he  would  move  for  a  cummiltee 
forthwith. 

Mr.  h'rrrand  laid,  he  had  brought  for- 
ward ihete  charge*  in  reply  to  hoo.  Gen- 
tlemen oppoiitc.  The  lion.  Member  fur 
Wolverhampton  told  him  a  few  nighti  ago 
that  the  matter  should  not  be  allowed  to 
rest  where  it  «ai,  and  be  thonglit  the  bun. 
Member  would  initanlly  have  moved  for  a 
select  committee  to  enable  him  to  prove 
ihe  charges  he  had  made.  He  was  pre- 
pared that  instant  lo  produce  hii  autho- 
rities to  the  llouic,  or  befure  a  select 
mittec,  whenever    it  should  be    ap- 
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O'CtwiH-r/ would  lake  that  opportanity  of 
noticing  a  misrepicicnUlion  of  his  speech 
on  the  cooducl  of  General  Espartero  lo- 
wardt  the  Spanish  clergy,  imputing  to 
him  the  sentiment,  that  if  the  cruiliiea  of 
which  he  bad  romplaiued  had  been  vrsitod 
upon  Carlist  priests  he  should  care  nothing 
about  the  matter.  He  had  reprobated  the 
conduct  of  the  present  Spanish  govern- 
ment e<]natly  as  applied  lo  the  Csrlistand 
Chrlslino  clergy  as  a  religious  peraecu- 
'  lion :  hut  he  had  said  ihat  he  should  itot 
have  coniplaineil  had  any  Csriiil  prieita 
been  puniihcd  according  to  law  for  their 
political  ofTence*.  lie  would  then  proceed 
in  pursuance  of  the  notice  he  had  given, 
to  move  for  a  teiuro  of  the  names,  num- 
ben,  and  descriptions  of  peraons  who  had 
registered  arms  in  the  county  of  Down, 
Ireland.  He  was  induced  lo  make  this 
motion  in  conseiiuencc  of  a  most  deplora- 
ble event  that  had  occurred  in  that  eounij, 
and  which  must  equally  be  lamented  bf 
both  sides  of  the  House.  He  meaat  the 
murder  of  a  young  man  of  the  name  of 
M'Ardle^-one  of  the  most  cruel  ttrocitiea 
ever  committed.  The  circumstances  of  tb« 
case  were  these  ; — An  ciceedingly  fine 
youth  SIX  feet  three  inches  in  stature,  and 

f>roporliuiiahly  well  made,  of  most  elem- 
ent conduct  and  temper,  having  been,  on 
Christmas  evening,  with  a  friend  called 
.M'Kevron.  at  a  public-house  at  Ilally> 
rany,  kept  by  a  man  named  Copes,  • 
quarrel  arose  between  M'Kevron  and  an 
Urangeman,  who  was  also  one  of  tha 
company,  M'ArJle  interfered,  put  an 
end  to  the  quarrel,  and  took  his  friend  out 
of  the  bouse.  A  person  named  Thoroaa 
the  accused,  lefi  Cope's 
house  about  the  same  lime  as  M'Kevron, 
■od  proceeded  to  another  public. house 
ihree  quarters  of  a  mile  olT,  where  were 
assembled  a  number  of  young  men  who 
were  armed,  and  had  been  practising  with 
ball  cartridge  in  the  ncigfabourtiood.  These 


pointed;  and   he   had  made  op  his  miod    f^,|p„^  ,[,„  had  assumed  the  ridiculous 
himself  lo  move  before  hislcr  for  a  com-    „,„„  „,  „  Y,.llnw  Tulios."  were  ilrinkinr 


■elf  lo  move  before  Kister  fur  a  com- 
mitlee  to   investigate  the    whole    natter, 


name  of  "  Yellow  Tulips,"  were  drinking 
barn,  their  arms  being  piled  up  io  a 


unless  some  other  hou.  Member  should  do    ^j„„^  .^^  ^^^^  ,  meis en ger  arrived  ihef 


so  before  Friday  next. 


took  their   arm*,   proceeded  to  the  bouse 


iUlttTi  said    he  had  not  allowed    ^j,^,^  M'Kevron  had  been,  and  demanded 
the  matter  U  rest,  having  produced  to  ibe    ^y^^^  ^^  ^^^^u  ^^  ^^^^  „„,_     q„  ^^ 
House   Ihe   names    of  upwards   of    loO    ,„f„r„^  he  was  gone,  they  proceeded  lo 


nanefaciurers  who  broadly  and  most 
cf|aivocally  denied  the  charge. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Paktt  Camu— <Uuaxp.)]     Ur. 


search  tbe  house,  firing  into  il,  breaking 
I  all  the  doors  and  windows,  and  msking 
I  an  iiidiscriminsie  attack  on   such  within 

as  were  known  to  be  Homan  Calbolica. 
iH'AnlWi  bowarcr,  ouptd  to  n  boiiH 


153 


Party  Crimet 


{Maecr  7} 


fifkmd). 


IH 


diiUDt  about  a  mile,  and  owned  by  a  man 
named  Ward.  Thither  they  pursued  him, 
and  attacked  the  house  where  he  had 
taken  shelter.  He  again  effected  his  es- 
cape, but  before  he  got  a  mile  further  he 
was  overtaken,  lying  near  a  lime-kiln,  and 
shot  dead.  The  trial  for  the  murder  took 
place  at  the  last  Down  assizes,  and  the 
result  was  an  immediate  acquittal  of  the 
parties  accused.  He  did  not  impute  blame 
where  blame  did  not  lie ;  but  that  blame 
rested  somewhere  was  perfectly  evident. 
When  the  verdict  was  delivered  there  was 
a  shout  in  court,  *'  To  hell  with  the  Pope," 
the  usual  Orange  cry.  Although  the  At- 
torney-general prosecuted,  and  the  judge 
charged  for  conviction  strongly,  the  jury, 
without  hesitation,  acquitted  the  accused  ; 
another  jury  having  convicted  the  very 
same  men  of  a  riot,  on  the  very  same 
occasion.  There  had  been  another  mur- 
der since  at  Ballyrony,  and  he  had  received 
several  letters  requesting  to  know  what 
the  people  were  to  do— whether  they  were 
to  be  obliged  to  protect  themselves.  He 
should  not  dwell  one  moment  on  these 
melancholy  facts ;  but  what  he  complained 
of  was,  that  the  magistrates  did  not  at 
once  prevent  such  a  party  from  spending 
Christmaa-day  in  firing  ball-cartridges.  It 
was  altogether  a  most  indecent  occupa- 
tion. He  also  complained  of  the  shout  in 
court  immediately  after  the  acquittal  of 
the  accused ;  but,  without  at  all  entering 
into  these  questions,  be  contented  himself 
DOW  with  moving  for  the  return  above 
mentioned. 

Lord  Eliot  wished  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations with  reference  to  the  lamentable 
occurrence  brought  under  the  attention  of 
the  House  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  It  was  no  light  matter  to 
impugn  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  especially 
when  the  life  of  a  fellow-creature  depended 
upon  it ;  but  he  did  feel  himself  bound  to 
say,  looking  at  the  evidence  adduced,  the 
declarations  made  by  the  Attorney-ge- 
neral, and  the  charge  of  the  learned  judge, 
that  be  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  on  what 
jH'Ounds  the  prisoner  had  been  acouitted. 
He  could  assure  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  as  well  as  the  House,  that  his 
noble  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Irish 
government  had  felt  the  deepest  pain  on 
this  occasion,  not  only  with  respect  to  the 
death  of  this  unfortunate  man,  M'Ardle, 
but  also  as  the  occurrence  indicated  a 
continuance  of  that  hateful  spirit  of  party 
and   religious  animosity  which  the  Irish 


Oovemment  bad  hoped  was  rapidly  begin* 
ning  to  subside.  He  also  felt  thai  the 
result  in  this  case  would  tend  to  shake 
that  confidence  in  the  power  of  the  law  to 
punish  crime,  which  it  was  so  essential 
should  prevail  among  all  classes  of  the 
country.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  done  justice  to  the  Go- 
vernment. So  anxious  was  his  noble 
Friend  that  the  ends  of  justice  should  not 
be  frustrated  that  he  directed  the  principal 
law-officer  of  the  Crown  to  proceed  to  the 
assizes  and  conduct  the  prosecution  ;  and 
he  believed  he  was  justified  in  saying 
that  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  had 
displayed  all  that  ability,  skill,  and  legal 

knowledge  whichsoeminently  characterised 
him,  at  the  trial.  If  the  ends  of  justice, 
therefore,  had  been  frustrated,  the  euilt  did 
not  lie  with  the  Irish  Government.  His  only 
hope  was,  that  the  jury  had  taken  up  some 
mistaken  view  of  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
brought  forwaid.  He  entirely  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
that  the  practice  of  meeting  in  large  num- 
bers to  practice  ball-cartridge  was  ex- 
tremely reprehensible;  but  be  was  not 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  law  to 
say  whether  it  were  illegal.  Of  course,  if 
it  were  so,  it  might  be  put  down  at  once  ; 
but  no  doubt  it  was  extremely  reprehen- 
sible.  With  regard  to  the  shout  which 
bad  been  uttered  in  courts  he  did  doI 
know  in  what  way  the  judge  could  have 
interfered  to  prevent  it.  All  he  could  do 
was  to  proclaim  silence,  which  he  had 
done  immediately,  and  the  cry  was  not 
repeated.  He  did  not  say  so  with  auy 
disrespect  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  or  to  those  who  professed  his 
religion  and  politics,  but  be  believed  the 
fact  was,  the  melancholy  occurrence  to 
which  he  had  adverted  arose  out  of  a  cry 
raised  by  a  Roman  Catholic  in  the  room, 
*«To  hell  with  King  William."  At  the 
same  time,  he  greatly  lamented  that  the 
same  feeling  prevailed  to  such  an  extent 
on  both  sides. 

Mr.  O'Comull  felt  bound  to  say,  that 
the  noble  Lord  was  right  in  stating,  tha 
the  murder  originated  in  the  exclama- 
tion «*To  hell  with  King  William;"  but 
M*Ardle  had  silenced  the  cry  and  sent  the 
man  who  uttered  it  out  of  the  house.  The 
worst  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  Orange- 
men were  armed  with  deadly  weapons, 
while  the  Catholics  were  not.  He  did  not 
know  whether  they  would  remain  so. 

Lord  Eliot  wished  further  to  state^  at 


tome  objection  had  beon  tiikcn  to  the  jury, 
ai  entirely  compoted  of  Protottants,  that 
the  couiiicl  employed  by  the  next  of  kin 
made  no  olijection  to  them  whatever  when 
empnnnrlled. 

Mr.  (rConnell  Mid,  he  had  not  at  all 
inteiiiM  to  impeach  the  jury. 

L>nl  KHni  had  sern  the  objection  to 
which  ht!  had  alhided  in  a  nowxpnprr.  Me 
had  no  ohjertion  to  the  motion  off  ho  right 
hon.  and  loarnrd  (lentlemun. 

Thf  Spraktr,  however,  intimated  that  it 
wn%  irrc*);ular  to  bring  on  turh  u  nioiion  by 
way  nramendmcnt  to  his  h>avint;  ihc  chair. 

Million  withdrawn,  to  Im*  rrnrwid  after 
the  WoMUi  shouhl  have  rciiimed. 

'Mio  llouic  rcMilvctl  itM*lf  into  a  ( com- 
mit tix*  of 

.  Si  i'I'I.t— Aawr  E-timatim.]  Sir  //. 
lianiiitf'v  Miiilp  in  prcMMiiinf{  the  army 
eKtiniiitrM  tn  the  nmimittiM-,  hr  should  pni- 
01 -il  to  make  a  |i^*ni*ral  vtatfmcnl  of  thr 
difli'ri-ni'e«  whii'h  upiiourcd  in  tin*  r^tiniatos 
of  ttii'  (m-M'nl  year,  as  runipan-d  witli  thi* 
la^t  ;  and  he  sihonld  not  think  it  mtvs^ary 
to  di-tain  tht*  commit tiv  any  hii^^ih  t»f 
time,  Uniuie  then*  did  not  cxt^t  mnny  ni:i 
teriul  tlitFcrpmeii.  The  nundicr  of  ofRivrs, 
mm-inimmisHknicd  ofliccr*,  and  rank  and 
file  which  it  wan  propn««i1  to  maintain  for 
the  mTvice  of  the  lYnitcil  Kinphmi  of  (imif 
Britain  and  Irrland  (exrbiidvc  of  the  Iniopa 
emphiye«l  in  the  F.a«t  Indies)  for  the  en- 
fiiiii|r  year  wa«  !).'i.4i9M.  The  number  em- 
nhfycd  in  the  Faat  liidiet.  and  paid  liy  the 
Kaic  India  Com :Kinv,  wan  *24s!*44l;  «i  that 
the  total  ami  ami  of  fi*rre  f«<r  ihe  i*nMJtng 
yr«r  w«>nl<l  U*  PJ^./itiS  mi  n.  Thit  niim- 
iirr  WW  rompiMiil  of  Ins.risfi  rank  and  filr. 
/•(HilN  iiritt*iT«.  bthI  H.Ii74  ti«m*«imimiviicinetl 
ofhiTrt  I'hrrc  wa^.  thrffrfurr.  an  ailditioii 
li«  Oh  r<riv  lor  ihi«  vi  4r  ii«  comparvtl  with 
Um  \rM  If  I  1  447  mm  Thi«  increu<«*  wai 
ftn'vMititttI  |i*r  ill  lh«*  fnlloiv ill c  manner  :  — 
'I  III-  Kti\al  i  .inwli.m  n-ai"it 'it  am«uniteil 
to  1 .  |(KI  nu*n.  thi*  M.  Ilrh-iin  iorp»  to  4;i4>. 
ami  ihi  rr  had  .lU*  Im'«  n  an  aii|pncni«liim 
f«|'  %\  V  :Ul  \\c«t  Imlii  rr<jimfiil  anbuiiilin): 
III  '.Ml.  iiiAini;  J  ti»Cal  of  1.7ti4l  mrii  in  mi- 
dilHMi  to  thf  iMimutr  ot  U^t  yx'M  .  Init. 
allrr  di^hit'lifii:  aUnit  fiiOJ  imn.  whu'h  dc. 
rrra^.'  wiuil.l  uriM*  InHii  iIk'  wtirkiii|r  i»f  the 
drpotv.  .i«  r\|>l»ims!  ill  iKc  «i>^>!id  |up*  i»f 
ihr  ^<»tr4.  tin  rt*it  ini'nM««'  .ipjvjn^l  lo  K' 
aUhiI  1.1 1  hi  wr!i.  1  III*  L.<\.u  1  ana^lian 
ni*init*fi!.  r»iiiii-»l  in  U«t  .oiiirnn.  i«<n- 
•i*iid  ••!  i'lr%rM  ^-••iii|uiiit «,  rAi««^l  liT  vo'nin- 
tcTi»  from  Jirifrrrnl  r\<in>*"t^  in  Caii^hla, 
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and    everr  man  had    served   for  fifteen 

_m_ 

yean.  The  St.  Helena  corps  eonristed 
of  five  companies^  and  the  men  were  alao 
enlisted  for  local  service.  At  the  same 
time  priicaiitions  had  been  taken  to  enlist 
them  for  general  purpoiies,  in  case  any  ne* 
ecsaty  Mhould  arise  to  render  the  transfer 
of  their  services  desirable.  He  wan  n<»t 
an  advocate,  (^'nerally  speaking,  for  a  system 
hy  which  local  corps,  formed  of  Europeans 
fniin  this  count r)',  should  be  placed  on  a 
ditlcrent  footing  from  other  coqw  in  her 
Majesty's  MTviM\  but  in  this  instance  there 
Were  pcculi.ir  circumstances  which  rendered 
an  ini-re:i.sc>  of  force  necectary,  and  niuile  a 
duiKirturc  fn»m  this  principle  Justifuble;  and 
he  trukte«1  that  thciie  two  coqis  would  rea- 
lise by  their  services  the  e x^Kit at icms  which 
hud  led  to  their  organisation.  The  ad- 
dition to  the  l\n\  Wckt  India  regiment  was 
made  on  a  difl'erent  principle.  The  1st 
and  *Jnd  rcginirnt  (Consisted  of  ten'  com- 
panies, and  were  l.(NN)  men  stnmg.  The 
•)nl  only  consistetl  of  eight  iximiKinieK.  In 
conMipientv  of  this  difierence,  it  was 
thought  n('ce^<ary  to  increoise  the  latter 
f(»rc<',  and  to  make  it  npial  to  the  others; 
and  it  now  cotisiNtitl  of  ten  nmtpanirt  and 
wa4  l.tNN)  men  strong.  The  thn*r  regi- 
mi-nt<i  would  eipially  efintrilnite  to  send  de- 
tachments to  the  wi^tcm  coast  of  Africa, 
and  while  there  the  n)m|»nies  would  re* 
rruit  fivr  men.  It  was  proposed  to  augmefit 
the  numlier  of  the  officers  of  each  Of  the 
three  cmja  by  two  supcinoreerary  eorapa* 
nici;  fi>r  though  the  health  of  the  awn,  when 
on  service  cm  the  western  eoeitt  of  Afriea, 
ami  in  their  i»wn  cvuintrv,  was  not  liable  to 
he  deter iorstcil.  yet  the  constitution  of 
Kiiro|iran4  wa«  murv  readily  atlected.  The 
notilr  l.onl,  the  S«rmary  for  the  (olonial 
Drpartiiu-nt.  hail  Uvn  iinprrawd  with  tha 
Inimniitty  and  ]Mi)it-y  of  making  siKh  an 
addition  a*  was  profimcil,  and  the  com* 
maiidi'r-iii.rhiet  had  •«i|u:c%\'d  in  it.  The 
rfTiTl  of  the  arrangemrnt  would  \v  this: 
thai  whciieviT  an  «itfirtT  hud  wnri^  rightem 
inoiilh*  lai  the  wi-^iern  toast  of  Africa,  he 
wtHild.  Ivfore  hiii  rrtiirn  lo  the  Wc»t  Indies, 
U*allowi<i|  a  ye*r'i  leiivr  ot  absence,  in  Kng- 
land  to  r\\:ruit  hi»itin%iiiiiti«i».  The  grvatrr 
imrtiun  4>f  thi*M*  thnv  Went  India  rrgi- 
mcnt«  ri-maining  in  the  \\  iM  Indim  would 
iiippiv  the  gurrmms  a%  (m  a«  their  numlirr» 
would  aIIom  .  In  Jamaica  ii  iva»  intended  that 
S4SI  men  lieloni^iiig  to  tlit-m  <khould  U-  >ta- 
IhMuM.  i^vtipyioi:  the  Uirraik«  in  the  hiwrr 
(uil«  of  the  id.ind  .  .111.1 1  HO  hjttaliims  oiilv 
i4  Uriiidi  trt«i|ik  wouKI  f.  1  the  future  remain 
in  that  itiand .   A rrangrrornt«,which  were  in 
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|ttOgreai  wliile  the  noble  Lord  the  late  Se- 
cretary for  the  Colonial  Department  was  in 
office,  were  now  made,  aooording  to  which 
a  battalion  of  six  oompanits  would  be  kept 
at   Newcastle,    in    the    mountains    over- 
hanging    Kingston.     This    would    tend 
greatlj  to  benefit  the  health  of  the  tnx>ps, 
who  would  always  be  available  to  march  to 
the  scene  of  action,  should  unfortunately 
any  necessity  arise  for  their  services  in  that 
way.       In    future,    therefore,  the    black 
troops,  who  did  not  suffer  from  being  sta- 
tioned on  the  low  ground,  would  occupy  all 
the  posts  on  the  coasts,  which  were  the 
least  healthy,  and  the  European  regiments 
would  be  placed  in  more  healthy  positions. 
The  next  point  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  was  the  me- 
morandum inserted  in  the  second  page  of 
the  estimates.     It  was  proposed  to  add  to 
each  of  six  dep6t8  of  regiments,  consisting 
at  present  of  four  companies,  two  companies 
of  officers,  by  which  the  d^p6ts  would  be 
increased    to    six    companies   each,    and 
600  men  rank  and  file,  and  be  cf  the  same 
strength  as  the  six  service  companies.    The 
force  of  the  army  he  had  already  stated  to 
be  132,000  men.  In  1830,  when  he  last  pre- 
sented the  army  estimates  to  the  House,  it 
was  much  under  this  number.    Lord  Grey 
raised  the  force  to  the  full  establishment, 
whidi  was  again  reduced  in  1834  under 
Lord  Melbourne,  and  in  1838  it  was  again 
raised*  He  mentioned  these  facts  for  the  pur- 
pose of  observingthal  there  had  bean  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  foree  for  the  last  four  years, 
without  an  increase  of  officers.    The  pni* 
sure  on  the  troops  for  the  last  four  years 
had  been  soch,  thai  he  thought  it  necessary 
that  means  should  be  devised  for  relieving 
them.     There  were  fif^y  battalions  of  in- 
fantry abroad,  in  addition  to  twenty-eight 
in  New  South  Wales,  in   India,  and  in 
China.     The  total  number  was  103,  includ- 
ing only  twenty-five  at  home.     It  was  im- 
ponsiUe  that  the  twenty-five  at  home  could 
carry  on  the  relief  m  the  seventy-eight 
abroad,  forty.two  of  which  were  serving  in 
tropicid  clinsates^    When  the  revdution  in 
Canada  broke  out,  in  1837,  there  were  only 
nine    battalions,    4,500    men  stroDg,    in 
North  America,   and  now  mneleen  were 
there,  exclusive  of  two  battalions  of  Guards, 
and  the  Royal  Canadian  regiment,  1,000 
men  Strang.     In  India,  New  South  Wales, 
and  China,  there  were  now  twenty-eight 
battaHcJOs   instead  of    twenty- five.     'Hiis 
was  an  increase  of  fourteen  battalions  more 
than   existed    four   years  ago.     Ixioking, 
therefore,  lo  the  state  of  reliefs,  the  codi- 


mittee  would,  doubtless,  be  of  opinion,  that 
it  was  necessary  by  some  expedient  to  re* 
medy  this  state  of  things.     He,  thexeforei 
proposed    to    the    Government    that    six 
of   the    d^ts    should    be    increased    to 
six  companies  of  100    men  each,  and  that 
they  should  be  sent  abroad  to  six  healthy 
stations;  for  instance— io  Gibraltar,  Ber- 
muda, Halifax,  or  Quebec,  or  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  that  there  they  should  take 
the  garrison  duty,  the  same  as  the  ser- 
vice   companies.      A    battalion    of    that 
kind,  performing  garrison  duty,  would  in 
a  short  time  be  as  efficient  as  any  other. 
He  therefore  proposed  that  six  of  these 
d6p6ts  should  be  converted  into  second  bat- 
talions, and  sent  to  foreign  stations,  where 
they  might  relieve  regiments  which  had 
been  abrc«d  for  a  period  exceeding  ten  years. 
The  effect  of  this  arrangement  would  be, 
that  instead  of  there  being  only  twenty-five 
battalions  at  home  in  the  ensuing  year^ 
there  would  be  thirty-one ;  and  in  case  ui 
any   demand  arising  for   the  servloes  of 
the  six  battalions  at  home,  which  were  the 
first  on  the  list  for  foreign  service,  they 
would  be  found  in  a  perfect  state  of  dis- 
cipline, and  ready  for  duty.    The  expense 
of   this   arrangement    was    estimated    at 
63,000/. ;  and  in  order  to  meet  that  ex- 
penditure, it  was  proposed  that  fif^y  other 
battalions  not  employed  either  in  Uie  East 
Indies  or  North  America,  should  be  reduced 
by  six  men  a  company.    This  would  ooea* 
sion  a  reduction  of  8,000  men  from  the 
other  faattalionSt  and  a  diifiinutiMi  in  ex« 
panse  of  61/000/.  There  Would  thus  temahi 
a  baknoe  of  expence  of  2,000/.  at  SflOOL 
To  meet,  however,  the  expense  which  was 
generally  incurred  at  the  first  working  of  a 
new  system,  it  was  proposed  to  take  a  vote 
of  9,000/.  for  the  present  year.     The  total 
amount  of  the  charge  for  95,628  men  in 
the  present  year,  for  which  a  vote  was 
asked,  was  3,581,575/.    This  was  rnn  in- 
crease, as  compared  with  the  last  year,  of 
upwards  of  70,000/.,  but  was  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  of  the  orgaoiaataon  of  the 
Royal  Canadian  regiment,  the  8t.  Helena 
oorpa,  the  augmentation  of  the  3id  Weal* 
India  regiment,  and  the  augmentation  of  the 
d^pdt  companies.    The  amount  required  to 
cover  the  money  payable  for  good  eonduet 
amounted  lo  10,067/.    There  were  4,648 
men  in  the  receipt  of  this  money,  and  be 
was  glad  to  say,  that  the  number  was  prt> 
gresnve.     In  addition  to  these,  there  were 
7,000  men  receiving  marks  for  good  oon- 
doct,  making  the  total  number  receiving 
additional  pay  or  wa^es  for  good  eonduet, 
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12,000.    The  vote  for  librtrics  wai  2,550/. 
Tlie  soldicrt  nibacribed    Id,   a  month  to 
them,  and  their  establishment  hod  occa- 
sioned the  greatest  possible  good  both  at 
home  and  abroad.     I'he  amount  of  sub- 
scriptions was  50<)/..  and  fifty  libraries  had 
been  established.     The  total  amount  re- 
quiri'd  for  the  staflTwas  1GG,922/.,  being  a 
decrease  of  o'27L,an  account  of  the  deputy- 
adjutant    and     quarter- master-geiierul    in 
Dublin   having  ceased   to  receive  curtain 
emoluments.    On  the  head  of"  Public  De- 
partments,"   thea*    was    an     increase    of 
2.C;V2/.,  1,140/.  being  owing  to  length  of 
SL-rvice,    and    the    rest   to   postage.     The 
charge  for  the  Royal  .Military  College  was 
18,(N)0/.,  but  the   whole  exiiensc  of  that 
establishment  did  not  fall  on  the  public, 
inanmuch  as  the  relations  of  the  students 
contributed  to  their  education.     5^K)/.  were 
required  in  consequence  of  some  dimiagc 
done  to  the  building.    The  vote  for  the 
Royal   Asylum  at  Chelsea  and   the  Hi- 
bemian    .School    amounted    to     15,606/. 
The  number    of   bovs    at     the    asylum 
amounted  to  370.     In   the  vole  for  the 
volunteer  corps  there  was  an  increase  of 
192/.,  and  the  increase  in  the  whole  cfTei.*- 
tive    service    amountetl     to    upwards    of 
70,000/.  The  next  division  of  the  estimates 
related  to  the  non-effective  service.     The 
first  vote  was  for  distinguished  services,  and 
amounted  to   15,280/.    There  was  a  de- 
crease on  this  head  of  5(X)/.     The  vote  for 
the  army  pay  of  general  officers  amounted 
to  98,000/.    Hierc  was  a  large  increase 
over  the  vote  of  last  year  under  this  head, 
of  13,(KJI)/.,   which  was  occaMoncd  by  the 
late  brevet.     61  i-ulonels   had   been   pro- 
rooted  to    major-generals.      He    did    not 
know  whether  it  was  neccMurv  for  bim  to 
enter  int4i  details  with  renfiect  to  this  mat- 
ter.    In     IK  15    the    number    of  general 
officers,  including  mloneU   of  regiments, 
amfHinti-d  to  555,  and  their  |«y  to  l9I.fV)0/. 
In  1M2  the  numljer  of  general  officers  was 
370,  and  the  charge  to  the  country  9S,U0a/., 
being  a  decrease,  as  nmipared  with  18I.S. 
of   185    general   offiirrit.  and  of  93,O0(lL 
a-ycar   in  expense.     'Ilie  vote  for  retired 
alliiwances  was  66,<)UJ/.,  being  a  decnnisc 
nn  the  vote  of  last  year  of  1,54 Ml/.     The 
next  viitc  was  for  half- pay  and   military 
allowances,  477,6 Is/. :  the  numbt*r  4,299. 
lAti  year  the  sum  for  thU  ptiqiime  was 
497,UU(tf.,  and  the  number  4,.''j(J1^— showing 
a  diminution  this  yrart  a«  ciHn|iarei!  with 
the  VjtX,  in  tlie  nuniln'r  iif  *J<U  ;  and  also  a 
decrease  of  l9.3h'J/.      The   iic\t  vote  was 
fur   foieigii    half- pay.     The   number  this 


year  was  501,  last  year  524— being  a 
diminution  this  year  in  the  number  of  23. 
This  year  the  sum  required  was  58,433/. ; 
last  year  it  was  60,608/.— being  a  diminu- 
tion this  year  of  2,175/.  'Ilie  next  vote 
was  for  widows'  pensicms,  141,817/.  Last 
year  the  sum  required  for  this  purpose  wm 
141,372/. — being  an  increase  this  year  of 
445/.  The  next  vote  was  for  compassion* 
ate  allowances.  The  amount  required  this 
year  was  120,500/.  Last  year  the  sum 
re<imred  was  124,000/.,  being  a  diminution 
this  year  to  the  amount  of  3,500/.  At 
|Hige  83  of  the  estimates  would  be  found 
an  item  of  10.000/.  which  was  required 
this  year,  as  it  had  been  last  year,  to 
enable  the  War-office  to  make  some  differ- 
ent arrangements  with  resfiect  to  the  or- 
ganiiation  and  payment  of  the  out-pen- 
sioners. This  arrangement  was  to  be  tried 
first  in  .Scotland,  and  if  it  succeeded,  then 
it  would  be  carried  into  effect  in  Kngland 
and  Ireland.  The  sum  of  1,259, 104iL 
would  be  re(|uia*d  for  the  in-|iensicmers  of 
Chelsea  and  Kilmainham  hospitals,  and  for 
the  out- pensioners  of  Chelsea  Hofpital. 
The  number  was  this  year  74,709.  Liirt 
year  the  sum  appropriated  to  this  purpoae 
was  1, 286,46.0/.,  and  the  number  76,120, 
showing  a  diminution  this  year,  as  com- 
pared with  last,  in  the  number  of  1,411, 
and  also  a  diminution  in  amount  to  the 
extent  of  27 .36 1  /.  The  next  vote  was  for 
su|ierannuation  allowances.  The  sum  re* 
quired  this  year  was  41,455/.  Last  year 
it  was  43,345/.,  showing  a  diminution  this 
year,  as  compared  with  last,  to  the  amount 
of  1 ,890/.  The  total  amount  for  effective 
services  required  thiy  year  was,  4,887t700/. 
I^ist  year  it  was  4.s70,476/.,  showing  an 
increase  this  yeart  compared  with  last,  of 
17,224/.  lie  thought  it  unnccesttry  to 
enter  into  any  further  explanations.  He 
assured  the  House  that  every  regard  to 
ecimomy  had  been  had  in  the  prepanition 
of  the  estimates,  and  he  bo|ied  the  com- 
mittee would  agree  to  the  votes  w*bich  had 
been  prci|insed.  At  the  same  time  that  he 
mentioned  that  the  (lovemment  had  paid 
every  regard  to  economy,  he  begf^*d  to  be 
undentiiod  as  meaning  a  really  judicioua 
economy  ;  for  he  thought,  and  he  believed 
the  House  would  think  so  too,  that 
crtficiency  was  true  ii-onc»my.  Tnder  these 
circumstances,  then,  he  tnistcd  that  the 
House  would  agree  to  the  vote,  that  a 
numbiT  of  men  not  exceeding  95,(i2K  be 
grantrtl  to  her  Majesty's  M-rvicc. 

X'ivouDt   //iifrii  k  felt   mi  objection   to 
the  vote  which  luul  been  |inipuaed.     On 
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the  contrary,  he  thought  the  amouiit  re.  i  thi,  gul.ject  could  be  with  greater  propriety 
quired  was  quite  neceuary.     He  iboulil  Ije^jt   with    by  the   whole    Houw.     The 


make  but  few  oboerrationa,  for  he  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  uamioing  the  re- 
port M  carefully  as  he  should  have  doae. 
There  were,  however,  one  or  two  poiola  ii'i 
the  atatement  of  the  right  hoo.  and  gallant 
Member  on  which  he  would  offer  Bomi- 
remark.  First,  the  right  hon.  andgallani 
Officer  hat)  detailed  some  particularg  with 
reference  to  the  organixatinn  of  local 
corps.  The  right  hon.  and  gallant  Oflicei- 
had  admitted,  that  he  entertained  an  oh- 
jeclion  to  the  organization  of  men  for  ggidl 
merely  local  service,  and  in  this  opinion  ht- 


c»ncurred.     At  the  same  time  he  thought  l.ieuin  the  attention  of  the  House,   ami 


right  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  had  observed, 

that  fifty  libraries  had  been  establisheil,  an 

announcement  which  he  was  most  happy 

to  hear,     lie  believed,  also,  that  the  right 

hoo.  and  gnllant  Officer  had  said,  that  the 

soldicrti  had  generally  shown  a  disposition 

to  avail  themselves  of  this  scheme.     'Ilicre 

was  one  inconvenience  which    he   hoped 

endeavours   would   be   made  to    remedy, 

which  was   extremely  unpopular   in    the 

y,  and  that  was  the  liability  of  the 

icrs  to  barracl^  damages.    There  wns 

ily  one  other  point  on  which  he  would 


with  the  right  hoo.  and  gallant  Officer, 
that  the  caae  of  the  Canadian  and  St. 
Helena  corps  formed  just  exceptions.  The 
arrangetneDta  which  had  been  proposed 
with  respect  to  the  East-Indian  regiments, 
had  given  him  great  pleasure.  He  had  w. 
doubt  such  an  arrangement  would  be  found 
to  be  consistent  with  good  policy,  and  that 
it  would  have  a  tendency  to  arrest  that 
frightful  mortality  which  had  so  long  pre- 
vailed among  our  East-Indian  troops.  The 
increased  number  of  officers  which  the  right 
boD.  and  gallant  Officer  proposed,  would 
admit  of  a  longer  leave  of  absence  being  j 
granted  to  the  t^cers  of  regiments  sta-  I 
tioned  in  those  parts.  He  b^ged  to  ask  I 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Officer,  whether  | 
any  plan  had  been  resolved  on  with 
to  the  improvement  of  the  barrack! 
other  East-Indian  settlements.     The  right 


thjt  was  with  reference  to  the  new  system 
of  paying  the  Chelsea  pensioners.  Some 
attempt  to  effect  an  improvement  he  was 
glad  to  find  had  been  thought  necessary, 
and  he  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  aiid 
gallant  Officer  that  it  was  expedient  to  try 
the  scheme  first  in  Scotland,  and  if  it 
should  succeed  there,  then  that  it  should 
be  curried  out  in  England  and  Ireland, 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  vote  proposed 
was  satisfactory,  and  he  thought  the  House 
aught  not  to  object  to  it. 

Lord  A .  Lennox  was  glad  that  an  increase 
had  taken  place  in  the  number  of  men 
proposed  io  the  present  estimate  :  and  he 
only  had  to  regret  that  the  increase  had 
Qot  been  mote  extensive.  Whether  he 
considered  our  aS'ain  in  China,  the  pre- 
tent  unsettled  state  of  France,  or  whether 
rwed    the   aspect  of  America, 


hon.  and  gallant  Officer,  was  fully  cogni.  '  ^1^  "'V"^  »''«  "pect  of  America,  he 
lant  of  the  subject  on  which  he  a.keti  for  j!!""!^".!:'!.!.''!^!?,  "°"'u"'*Vi°''?/'17 
information.     The  right  hi 


I.  and  gallsnt 
Officer  had  truly  said,  efficiency  ' 


he  blessing  of  peace.     He   felt  c 
account,    therefore,   an  abjection    to   the 


tary  matters  was  true  c 


hoped  that  no  feelings  of  false  economy 
would  induce  the  House  to  perpetuntc 
those  miseries  among  our  brave  soldiers, 
which  they  had  endured  during  the  last 
thirty-five  years  from  defective  barracks. 
He  would  next  ask  a  Question,  and  would 
by  no  means  affect  to  aisniss  the  question, 
with  respect  to  the  proposition  made  by 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  as  to 
the  increase  of  six  battalions  and  the  re- 
duction of  other  branches.  He  wished  to 
know  whether,  in  consequence  of  these 
reductions,  the  emoluments  of  all  the 
colonels  were  to  be  increased,  or  whether 
the  off'- reckonings  were  to  go  entirely  to 
some  half-doien  favoured  colonels.  Ih 
would  avoid  going  into  the  question  as  to 
the  policy  of  keeping  up  what 


and  he  ' '''"''''^"  "'^'''^  P^^*''"'^'''""^'  '"* 


had  for  considering  the 
Lislimalc  loo  low  was,  that  he  believed  Ihat 
the  dilFerent  corps  would  noi  be  relieved 
ao  oTten  as  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Officer  had  imagined.  On  the  subject  of 
leiiring  peniioni  he  had  an  observation 
ID  offer.  He  need  not  remind  the  House, 
that  by  the  eijsiiog  warrant,  a  man  must 
Ik  pnlisied  twenty-five  years  before  he 
I'ould  receive  a  retiring  pension  of  6d.  a- 
'lay.  lie  put  it,  therefore,  to  the  House 
md  to  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Officer, 
irhether  it  was  likely  ihai  good  men  would 
f.nlist,  when  it  was  necessary  that  they 
should  have  served  for  so  long  a  period, 
probably  exposed  to  the  influence  o(  un- 
ifholcsome  climates  during  much  of  that 
;«riod.    Itefore    they   could    receive    the 


aa  the  drp6t  sysrem,  because  be  tbouglit  I  miserable  pittance  of  3s.  6d.  a  week.     It 
VOL.  LXL    {SSJ  G 
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should  alfo  be  recollected  that  thete  men 
becarno,  froui  caiiBcs  which  operated  on 
them  III  thifir  niihtary  career,  quite  unable 
lu  |;ain  their  litelihood  in  any  other  way. 
11c  would,  however,  leuvc  the  matter  in 
the  hands  of  the  gallant  Oflicer,  totinlicd 
that  so  diitinguishcd  a  Member  of  the 
same  profcsiion  would  do  justice  to  the 
cl.iims  he  had  endeavoured  to  advocate. 
1'hero  waK  only  one  more  question  he  had 
to  a«k,  niid  that  was,  what  was  to  l>cconic 
of  ihf  400  sets  of  accoutrements  which  the 
nf:w  rr(;utations  would  throw  out  of  une. 
lie  bogiced,  in  conclusion,  to  su^^esi, 
whether  some  increase  might  not  take 
place  in  the  pay  of  the  lance  corporals  and 
the  lance  scrjeanis.  It  was  well  known 
that  these  non-commissioned  officers  re- 
reived  no  more  pay  than  the  common  men, 
though  the  Serjeants  had  to  mako  rf|>oriii, 
which  occasioned  them  an  outlay  for  dif- 
tWent   articles  of  stationery  in   i»rdcr  to 
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a  complete  re-organization  was  necetiary, 
but  he  was  quite  satisfied  with  the  obaenra. 
tions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleroaiii  and 
thought  that  in  first  trying  the  exptrimaBl 
in  Scotland,  he  (Sir  H.  Hardtnge)  wu 
exercising  a  sound  discretion. 

Sir  //.  ilnrdinge  aMured  the  right  hoo. 
Gentleman,  thut  the  subject  of  the  Lum^ 
tic  Asylum  at  ("hatham  liad  not  escaped 
his  <*liscrvatinn.  In  conaequence  of  having 
read  the  rc|MirtB  i]|N»n  the  subject,. he  !•• 
qtiestcil  the  quarter- master-general  to  go 
down  and  ins|N>ct  the  asylum,  and  to  tim 
with  him  all  the  preceding  reports; 
:ind  he  was  sitrry  to  say,  that  tlie  quar* 
tcr-maKtcr-gcn«*rars  rejMirt  entirely  ood« 
finned  all  preceding  reports  un  the 
states  of  the  institution,  lie,  therefore, 
entirely  cimciirred  in  the  uocesaity  of 
making.  a»  soon  as  wMsible,  an  cntira 
rhaiigi^  in  the  state  of  those  un  fortunate 
individuals,  among  whom  were  gentlemao 
pVeparethoseVpor'ts.     lie  suggested^  ^^  private  soldiers.     With  rmrd 

Id.  a.d;iv  should  l>e  a<lde<l  to  the  f.ay  of  *",  ""'^  "l^^r  vat  ions,  he  wialied  that, 
the  Unci-,  corporals  and  :ir/.  aday  to'lh.'  I  r*'''\  ^''«  pn»|««^|  arrangement  regard- 
piy  of  the  lance  Serjeants,  lie  br-ctd  lo  '">^  .*""*  ;t"K"»^»»ati«'n  of  the  d.|iota  waa 
th^ink  the  House  for  the  MtentK.ii  ih-y  f!*'"^''  ">/"  eff«t  it  had  been  poaai- 
had  mvin  him  wh.lem;.kinglhe.eromaik..  ,»•**■*"  •".ike  any  »t  her  arrangement  with 
Mr..Vr,rn«/ay  objected  to  the  ..rran,,.  '  "^  V  the  emoluments  of  tlie  colo- 
menis  which  were  proposed  lo  Ik-  made.n  ■  "**"•  .  ""' "«"^"f'"  •""tarn  u|i<.n  reduong 
reference  to  the  colonel,  of  ihes.  six  rrp-    ^  "^''T'  ""  '''  ^'^T.  ^""r    -"^l.^! 

mtnts.   by  which    their    present    rate  ^f   *'"*^*'-'"*''«";7P''^V''"^^^^^ 

I         '.  I  1    I      ^      .1  I     emolumentsof  tneciuonels;  liutthisneinca 

emoluments  would    l«  greatly  increas(;d.  i-i^i  .^  — -^e- 

At,        I.  .  .L      •  u.  I  ^«  /'-  .1  .  w  <^*<'  "*  which  the  number  of  men  waa  aug« 

After  what  the  right  hon.  dentleman  (Sir •   ir    *u   ^  ir  *i.       ■ 

II    ,1     ,        .5  U-.    ^ki    L*        I.I      1  menteil  for  the  public  onovenience.tliaciiio* 

11.  Ilaruin^re)  and  his  noble  rnend  (l^onl  •.  _     .^        n"     ^   *■  •  i     i_       j  ■   • 

II        .      1^   ,         I     I.     /ftj      &f         I     .  lumen ts  could   not  fairW  be  reduced  m 

llowick)   had   said,   be  (Mr.   Macau  dv)  .^^..-  «      ti  ^         ^«   u   i  i 

,     ,  ,  .c       .       I  i  .1  pn»p«»rtifHi.     riie  arrangement  had  beaa 

had  srarcely  anything  to  add,  excfpt  that  '\^  r  .  .i     ....  r     ^^:  -  *i.^      * 

I       ,  ,       /       ^        **  . .         III!.,  made  liir  tlie  iMirpoM  of  meeting  the  cxtis 

he   dHi  not  agree   m  his  noble   l-nend.  ^.^^j^^  „„w  ^,ing  on  in  the  colon ica,  bMt 

|.roi:noM.cat.on   with  respect  to   C..nad.i.  ,,^  ,„.^  ,,,^j  ,,,^  „„„j^,  ,,f  ^^  j„  ^1^ 

He  did  n.il  mean  to  assert  thil   he  w..  ,;.^j  ,„,,j^^  ^,„,  ^^^^^  America  might  in 

ronlidcnt    of    success  h.it  lh»t  he  con-  a  short  time  lie  diminished,  ami  the  serrioe 

rr.ved   thry  had  a   littler   chame   u  der  rarrie.1  on  as  in  I  hJ',.  for  he  maintained  that 

thf  pr.^ent    system    than  with    a    corp,  the  onliuarv  iie.'ice  e^itahlishment  of  1825. 

comjiosed  of  men  half  soldiers  half  nu.  ^^^..^  ^i,^  /)ukeof  Wellington,  of  103  bat- 

liiifis.   whom   he  tliou^ht  niu^t  he  f.iund  tali.^ns.  wasa«itficientfon-efor  thc.irdiaary 

bad  s(.l.lier«.    He  hjd  anothir  question  lo  rinumstaiavHof  the  nam  try  in  time  of  peace. 

a*k,  which  he  thought  of  ^Me.it  iiiii>*i:iaiice.  n,.  ^^  j^enniadeil.  th.it  by  this  arrange. 

At   the     time,    he    (Mr.    .Mae.,uluj)    W\\  nuni  tliev  w.mid  be  able,  if  neceasary,  to 

the  l>oard.  he  wns  entfiu'ed  in  aiten.prin^  ^.,„|  ,„„|;^  xh^n  %\x  battalions  in  the  aMBl 

to  etlect  s^>me  chan^se  with  re*|KCt  t.  the  i^rfett  Mate  of  diwipHiie  to  any  part  of 

liinaiic    a-ylutn    at   Chithiin.   mI.i.  h    he  the  glulie.  as  ofun  as  they  miglit   be  le- 

Ulirvrd  was  in  a  stale  dissrac.ful  to  the  ,,iiir.-«l.     The    n<»l»lc    Vi^Himnt   (ViiiroueC 

country,  and  .ibiolutely  sh-Kkinp  to  hu-  ,  Hou  iek)  had  hinted  that  Iiik  plan  of  depdU 

mantty.     He  U\\   a««urrd    that   the  r.^ht  '  wmild  have  aniwen'd  all  tin-  inirpmna  of 

hon.  Cientlenian    liad    not    for^oih  ii    iht  the  preM*iit  pUn,  hut  he(Sir  11.  Haidinge) 

Mihieci.  but  It  would  I.e  a  cri  at  «ii>Hlji-.  did  ni>t  tl.iok  it  miuht  have  hail  the  same 

timi  to  him  lo  Ite  informril  mj  hy  tin    n^ht  rdlet  m   atf-rdiiig  relief.     That  plan   hod 

hon.    ttenilrman.      \\  ith    re«|»ert    to    the  Uvn   fjirl)  laid  U-fnre  tlie  t  ioverunient  of 

t 'hit tea  pensions,  il  ap|H*ared  to  him  tlui  which  the  iiuble  hird  had  been  a  Membar, 
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and  referred  by  them  to  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, who  also  differed  from  the  noble 
Lord  respecting  it,  in  which  opinion  he 
bclicTed  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  J.  RussellV 
and  the  Commander- in-Chief  concurreo. 
The  noble  Lord  had  alto  adverted  to  what 
he  termed  the  disgraceful  state  of  the 
barracks  in  tho  West  Indies.  He  would 
rather  that  expression  had  been  made  to  the 
committee  at  the  time  the  Ordnance  esti- 
mates were  before  them  ;  but  he  must  re- 
mind the  noble  Lord,  that  in  1840,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  noble  fx>rd  having  moved  for 
papers  on  the  subject,  he  had  aitked  the 
present  Lord  Vivian,  then  Master-general 
of  the  Ordnance,  whether  there  was  any 
foundution  for  that  report,  and  that  the 
Master-general  of  the  Ordnance  stated  in 
his  place  in  that  House,  that  the  barracks 
were  in  an  admirable  state,  and  that  he 
was  ready  to  meet  the  uoble  Lord  upon  the 
subject  whenever  he  thought  proper.  The 
noble  I^rd  did  not  recur  to  the  subject  in 
1841,  when  Lord  Vivian  was  present,  but 
he  could  assure  the  House  that  all  he  had 
said  upon  the  subject  was  directly  opposed 
to  the  description  of  the  noble  Lord.  With 
respect  to  the  observation  of  the  uoble 
Lord  (Lord  A.  Lennox)  respecting  the 
accoutrements  of  the  battalions,  he  had 
only  to  say  they  would  be  disposed  of  in 
the  same  manner  as  those  of  regiments 
rttumiDg  from  India. 

Lord  J.  Rutsell  said,  he  did  not  object 
in  any  way  to  the  vote  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  should  confine 
his  observations  simply  to  one  or  two 
points.  With  respect  to  the  greatest 
novelty  in  the  estimates  of  this  year, 
namely,  that  of  having  two  additional 
battalions,  the  plan  of  Lord  Vivian  was 
communicated  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
who  stated  that  they  would  lose  by  it  the 
advantage  of  depot  companies,  which,  by 
keeping  a  certain  portion  of  officers  and 
recruits  to  be  drilled,  was  cf  greater  advan- 
tage than  keeping  regiments  abroad  and 
sending  out  recruits  to  them.  This  state- 
ment being  made  by  such  eminent  autho- 
rity, he  bowed  to  it,  however  superior,  to 
his  own  mind,  a  different  plan  might  be  ; 
but  then  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
mnn  abandoned  the  system  of  de))6t  com- 
panies, and  whatever  advantage  there 
might  be  in  it,  be  thought  it  could  not  be 
denied,  that  with  respect  to  this  arrani;c- 
ment,  it  was  entirely  disregarded,  lie 
would  not  enter  into  a  controverny  which 
plan  would  be  tlie  best,  feeling  sure,  that 


on  a  question  of  this  nature  the  opinion  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  entitled  to 
have  erest  authority.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
that  there  was  to  be  only  two  ^ttalions  in 
Jamaica,  and  that  they  were  to  have  a  new 
barracks  there,  being  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  nothing  was  more  advisable  in  every 
respect  than  that  the  troops  should  be 
placed  in  the  healthiest  situation  possible. 
On  the  whole,  he  considered  these  esti- 
mates had  been  communicated  to  the 
House  with  all  the  ability  and  information 
that  might  have  been  expected  from  so 
distinguished  an  officer  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Sir  //.  //arcffitf/e  said,  that  he  under- 
stood the  opinion  of  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington and  the  Commander-in-Chief  to 
be,  that  these  dep6ts  could  be  kept  up  by 
the  introduction  of  men  at  home  and 
abroad,  but  that,  if  neceisary,  these  troops 
might  be  further  augmented  ao  as  to  be- 
come second  battalions. 

Viscount  Howick  said,  that  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  referred  only  to  a  time  of  war. 

Mr.  Williams  wished  to  know  how  far 
the  China  contingencies  were  included  in 
these  estimates? 

Sir  //.  Hardinge  said,  they  were  not  at 
all  in  the  present  estimates,  but  would, 
under  the  head  of  '*  Army  Extraordina- 
ries,"  be  hereafter  matter  of  arrangement. 

Mr.  WiUiamt  would  like  to  have  a  rough 
estimate  of  their  probabU  amount. 

Sir  H.  Hardinge :  it  was  impo«ible  to 
give  any  such  oalcnlation. 

Mr.  fVUliam$  thought,  that  the  unani« 
mity  prevailing  between  the  two  great  pi^r- 
ties  on  the  subject  of  estimates  was  not 
by  any  means  matter  for  congratulation  or 
of  credit.  He  was  strongly  persuaded 
that  the  ways  and  means  ought  to  be  set- 
tled prior  to  the  proposal  of  the  estimates. 
Were  this  plan  adopted,  expenses  would 
not  so  often  exceed  the  revenue.  Last 
year  the  expenditure  exceeded  the  receipts 
by  2,500,000/.  nearly.  The  numbers  on 
the  home  army  establishment  were,  by 
some  thousands,  greater  at  the  present 
period  than  they  had  been  some  years  ago. 
Looking  at  the  vast  increase  of  the  army, 
as  compared  with  former  years,  he  felt 
bound  to  say,  that  he  saw  nothing  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country  to 
warrant  the  vast  increase  which  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  proposed,  and, 
acting  under  the  influence  of  this  strong 
ccmviction,  he  should  move  that  th«  num- 
ber of  95.600  men  be  reduced  \o  B4,000, 
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unleii  he  received  an  atturance  that  tome'  far  exceeding  what  he  thought  the  necetaily 
|)ortinn  of  that  force  wns  to  be  employed  of  the  case  required.  He  was  quite  a«m 
in  the  Chinese  war.  No  doubt  that  war  that  this  was  an  unpleasant  topic  to  Gentle* 
wnft  an  event  much  to  be  deplored,  but.  be-  men  beloii*;ing  to  the  army,  of  whom  then 
inicenp^nged  in  it.hc  thougliithat  the  more  I  were  many  in  that  liouic— indeed,  he 
etlicipntly  it  was  carried  on,  the  sooner  it  regretted  that  they  were  so  numerous. 
would  btr  brought  to  a  clow ;  if,  therefore, '  With  regard  to  the  estimates  generally  be 
he  recrued  the  information  to  which  he  «hould  say,  that  if  anything  like  economy 
h»rl  jiift  alluded,  he  should  not  pcmidt  in  ■  had  l>een  practised,  a  great  reduction 
his  o|ipo«i(ion  10  the  present  vote,  lie  might  have  been  effected  without  injury  to 
thought  th«'  House  hud  rca>on  to  complain  the  public  siTvice.  It  was  quite  unnecct- 
not  only  of  ihn  nunitKr  of  men  composing  sary,  for  example,  that  so  many  officers 
the  army,  but  of  the  amount  of  the  half  should  be  allowe<l  to  retire  on  half-pay  at 
pay,  which  came  to  no  ji-ss  a  sum  i  so  early  an  age  us  was  tlie  practice  of  the 
than  *2,2G4,000/.  Now,  it  was  rather  British  army.  The  fact  was,  that  the 
hard,  after  twenty- four  years  of  peace,  j  army  had  been  made  too  desirable  a  pro- 
that  the  half-pay  and  allowances, —  '  fession,  and  if  stricter  economy  were  ob- 
namely.  the  whole  retired  list,  should  i  served,  men  who  now  went  into  the  army 
have  cost  the  country  such  a  sum  |  would  tind  occupation  for  thcmselfei  in 
as  he  had  just  mentioned.  In  the  half-pjy  j  other  pursuits.  The  next  portion  of  these 
he  thought  the  officers  the  most  oiijt'ction-  estimates  to  which  he  thought  it  necessary 
able  portion.  There  were  /i,880  officers  ;  '  to  direct  attention  was  the  expense  of  the 
if  they  took  from  that  number  3So  officers,  I  household   troops — rr.ost   properly  called 


who  from  one  cause  or  other  remained  on  •  household  troops,  for  they  were  purely  an 

appcnda>:e  of  royalty;  but  the  coontry 
felt  them  to  be  a  very  costly  appeDdaee, 
The  Horse  Guards  cost  the  country  at  the 
rate  of  85,U00/.,  which  was  24,000/.  more 
than  any  other  regiments  cost.  Then  the 
Foot  Guards  cost  39,818/.  more  than  any 
equal  portion  of  the  army.  On  the  whole, 
then,  those  household  iruops  cost  63,9181. 
more  than  any  other  body  of  soldiers 
equal  in   number ;  and  it  was  worthy  of 


full  pay,  and  504  foreign  officers,  it  would 
bring  the  officeis  on  full  and  on  half- pay 
to  pretty  nearly  equal  numbers.  The  cap- 
tains on  half.pay  were  1 , 1 87  .the  lieutenants 
on  full  pay  were  l,868f  while  those  on 
half- pay  were  l,4(il,  and  it  was  well 
known,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  ca|>- 
tains  had  served  but  a  short  time.  Then 
he  could  not  help  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  late  promotions, 

which  advanced  so  many  to  the  rank  of  i  observation,  that  those  troops  never  left 
general  officers  without  any  imaginable  '  the  country  to  serve  abroad,  except  in  the 
necessity  tor  laying  u|ion  the  country  such  I  year  181 'i.  [An  Hon.  Member:  **They 
a  burden — no  recent  occurrences  appen red  ,  served  in  Spain.**]  That  was  before  1815  ; 
to  render  it  at  all  necessary.  There  weic  .  since  1815  they  had  never  served  abroad. 
4/>2  general  officers  on  the  list,  which  I  This  portion  of  the  army  had  three  colo* 
was  in  the  proportion  of  four  i^enerul ,  nels,  at  1,800/.  each,  while  twelve  other 
officers  to  one  regiment  of  the  line,  aiiii  legimrnts  in  the  service  had  their  colooda 
leaving  some  to  s|>are.  To  him  it  appear*  «1  at  900/.  The  pay  of  the  Horse  Guarda 
that  so  many  general  officers  were  not  was  Is.  ll^e/.,  that  of  the  Foot  Goarda 
necessary  for  the  command  of  the  iirniy.  was  Is.  \d,  while  other  regiments  of 
The  I'nited  States  of  Amrrica  |K}sseso*d  >  cavalry  received  only  Is.  3<i.,  and  other 
an  army  of  l'2,'*00  men,  but  ihcy  had  only  I  infantry  only  Is.  There  was  one  other 
three  general  officers,  one  msjor-eencr  j|,  j  vote  of  which  he  wikhtd  more  particularly 
and  two  britradiers.  On  the  pension  hat  to  complain  — it  wlis  a  sum  of  82,458/.  for 
there  were  1  ,'JO*)  widows :  respi'ctm;;  thrm  the  yomanry.  There  was  now  no  danger  of 
he  wished  to  know  whether  their  pen%ioiii  iiivii%ion,  and  no  force  could  be  more  oh. 
were  granted  them  on  special  represt-iiia-  jectninaldc  fur  i|iirlling  dtsiurbaiices  than 
tions  tMrini;  made,  <ir  whether  the  widoiis  wrrc  the  veumaiirv.  In  Irrland  the  die- 
of  otViCrrs  received  ihfir  pensions  accoid-  use  of  that  force  had  greatly  tended  to 
ing  to  the  ranks  of  their  deceased  hus-  tranquiliise  the  country.  In  conclusioo, 
bamls:  but,  at  all  events,  he  iKouglit  that  he  snid  he  slu»ul  1  duide  the  House«ttnleaa 
thi*  numlH-r  of  widows*  |)ensioos  could  not  he  n  reived  an  a<stir.iiice  that  a  cunsider- 
In*  lustiticd  u|inn  any  principle.  Thuse  able  |H)rtion  of  iIh*  force  was  to  be  em* 
widows  cost  the  country  .i7l,tHN)/.,  a  sum  >  ployed  in  China. 


169 


Supply-^ 


{March  7} 


Army  Estimates. 


170 


Sir  //.  Douglas  taid,  lie  was  not  sur- 
prised that  hoa.  Members  od  the  other 
side  of  the  House  had  raised  no  objection 
to  the  Totes  proposed  by  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  for  that  which  he  did  the  late 
Ministry  ought  to  have  done  on  a  much 
larger  scale.  Our  military  force  ought  to 
hare  been  increased  when  the  war  broke 
out  in  Canada,  and  it  ought  to  have  been 
further  increased  when  those  hostilities 
commenced  in  the  East,  the  issue  of  which 
they  had  yet  to  learn.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Canadian  rebellion,  two  regi- 
ments were  removed  from  the  Ionian 
Islands,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the 
public  service.  Looking  to  the  Chinese 
war,  and  to  what  had  taken  place  in  the 
East  since  its  commencement,  he  must 
say,  that  for  many  years  past,  and  most 
particularly  from  the  time  of  the  Canadian 
rebellion,  the  strength  of  the  British  army 
had  never  been  equal  to  the  work  it  had 
to  perform.  It  had  been  utterly  insuffi- 
cient, not  only  for  ordinary  relief,  but  to 
enable  officers  abroad  to  carry  on  warlike 
operations  in  a  proper  manner;  and  it 
was  now  utterly  insufficient  to  retrieve 
any  great  disaster  that  might  happen, 
which  God  forbid  !  For  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient force,  the  officers  engaged  in  Affghan- 
istan  had  been  prevented  from  carrying  on 
the  war  as  they  would  have  done  ;  other- 
wise they  would  not  have  undertaken 
great  operations  along  an  immense  line 
of  country  without  making  good  that  pro- 
gress step  by  step,  and  establishing  d6p6ts 
in  everv  important  part,  for  the  purposes  of 
conveying  intelligence  and  supplies,  and 
of  making  all  safe  and  secure  in  case  of 
any  unforeseen  disaster,  so  that  the  forces 
could  retreat  from  the  first  post  to  the  se- 
cond, and  so  on  as  far  as  necessary,  fall- 
ing back,  not  upon  weakness,  but  upon 
strength.  He  charged  that  insufficiency 
upon  those  whose  duty  it  was  at  the  time 
to  make  ample  provision  for  every  contin- 
gency, and  not  to  have  left  officers  ex- 
posed to  defeat,  and  to  the  necessity  of 
deviating  from  the  first  rules  of  the  ser- 
vice. He  therefore  thanked  his  right 
hon.  Friend  for  having  increased  her 
Majesty's  forces.  But  that  ought  to  have 
been  done  long  ago.  It  was  now  impera- 
tively necessary  to  look  well  to  our  ex- 
tended empire,  and  to  increase  our  forces, 
not  by  expedients,  but  by  large  and  re- 
gular means.  Look  at  India!  The  Queen's 
troops  there  were  reckoned  at  twenty-two 
btttalionsi  at  the  rery  moment  when  some 


were  called  away  to  China,  and  others  to 
Alfghanistan !  What  were  twenty-two 
battalions  for  India  proper?  And  where 
were  they  now  ?  Nine  and  a  half  only 
were  in  India  ;  some  were  sent  to  Affghan- 
istan,  some  to  Cabul,  and  some  to  Jella- 
labad.  He  trusted,  that  no  new  disaster 
would  befal  the  British  troops  in  those 
parts;  but,  should  such  an  event  take 
place,  not  only  would  the  physical  results 
be  most  distressing,  but  the  moral  effect 
must  be  most  mischieyous  to  the  honour 
and  welfare  of  this  country;  and  here 
again,  he  must  cast  all  the  responsibility 
of  such  a  state  of  things  upon  those  who, 
when  it  was  their  duty  to  prepare  the  ne- 
cessary supplies,  failed  to  do  so.  Return- 
ing now  to  that  degree  of  comfort  which 
ought  to  be  provided  for  the  British  soldier, 
he  would  state,  that  when  he  arrived  at 
the  Ionian  Islands,  he  found  but  one  mili- 
tary chaplain  there;  and  on  visiting  the 
hospitals,  he  heard  the  dying  soldiers  call- 
ing for  spiritual  aid  and  comfort  in  their 
last  moments.  He  applied  to  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Member  for  Sunderland,  who 
was  then  Secretary  at  War,  and  the  noble 
Lord  appointed  another  chaplain,  and 
also  three  Roman  Catholic  chaplains, 
though  he  had  recommended  the  noble 
Lord  to  appoint  four.  An  alteration  for 
the  better  was  yisible  amongst  the  mili- 
tary ;  many  of  them  were  to  be  seen 
sitting  in  the  guard-rooms  reading,  and 
he  knew,  from  observation,  that  those 
who  took  to  their  books  forsook  baneful 
habits  and  pursuits,  and  became  moral 
men,  and  consequently  orderly  and  good 
soldiers.  He  wished  his  right  hon. 
Friend  would  take  another  step  with  a 
view  to  introduce  into  the  army  those  in- 
stitutions which  had  proved  so  beneficial 
among  civilians— he  meant  saving-banks. 
When  he  was  Governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, many  years  ago,  he  established 
saving-banks,  in  which  the  military  de- 
posited their  savings,  not  as  soldiers,  but 
as  private  persons,  and  in  a  very  short 
time,  their  deposits  amounted  to  500/., 
while  provident  habits  and  temperance 
and  general  good  conduct  prevailed  more 
extensively  amongst  the  men.  In  the 
course  of  service,  however,  the  regiment 
was  called  elsewhere ;  thefc  being  no  mode 
of  remitting  deposits,  it  was  necessary  to 
return  the  men  their  money,  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  that,  though  some  gave 
their  savings  to  superior  officers,  or  the 
paymasteri  to  take  care  of  for  them,  otbera 
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fell  into  (;roat  irrcguliriiiei,  f  |»ciidii)|;  their 
money  foolishly,  and  courtt-niartial  fol- 
lowed their  mtKonduct.  Thus  thev  were 
thrown  back  in  the  path  of  |;ood  heha- 
viour,  merely  through  the  absencu  of  a 
regimental  saving-bank.  His  experience 
in  thi«  matter  was  similar  in  the  Ionian 
Isles.  The  gallant  Commodore,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Marylebone,  after  having  pleaded 
so  warmly  the  other  night  against  the  re- 
duction of  the  complement  of  men  in  tlitr 
naval  service,  would  surely  support  the 
same  view  of  the  case  of  the  armv.  and 
not  wiah  to  decrease  the  comfoits  or  in- 
jure the  health  of  the  soldier,  lie  quite 
ugreed  with  the  gallant  Commodore  in 
wliat  he  had  said  u|>on  that  subject,  though 
he  would  not  follow  him  to  the  length  of 
saying  that,  in  conKM|uence  of  the  dcli- 
riency  in  the  complement  of  men  fur  the 
Mediterranean  fleet,  if  the  French  had 
rome  down  upon  the  British,  they  would 
have  been  defeated.  He  thought  the 
practice  of  the  galUiit  ('Oiiiniodore  would 
lu  such  x  case  have  been  directly  at  va- 
riance with  his  observations  in  that  House 
niid  ihdt  he  would  have  khown  the  enemy 
from  the  quarter-deck  of  the  Fowrrfnl, 
that  he  was  not  acting  under  the  lulliieiice 
of  the  opinions  he  had  expressed  hire. 
Indeed,  he  was  Hrmly  of  opinion,  euii- 
sideling  llic  skdl  of  the  Hiiti»h,  not  only 
III  regard  to  seamanship,  hut  in  gunnery, 
and  their  d aun I k*ss  courage,  that  even  had 
the  lli*ct  been  diminislied  still  mure  in  its 
cumplement  of  men,  the  French  would 
not  have  beaten  tlieu,  had  they  tried. 

Sir  C*.  S'apirr  did  not  wish  it  to  go 
foith  to  the  whole  country,  lliat  hfhad  letl 
the  hon.  and  gallant  iienlU*ai.in,  ur  that 
House,  or  the  worUl,  to  believe  that  the 
Hritish  navy  would  not  ha%e  done  their 
«luly,    and     have     done     it     well,     had 
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was  once  despised,  and  that  at  a  time 
when  there  was  a  civilian  at  the  head  of 
the  navy  an  inefHcient  fleet  was  sent  out, 
and  the  result  was,  that  the  British  flag 
was  tarni«hed.  lie  warned  the  Govern* 
ment  against  pursuing  a  like  coune  in 
these  days. 

Sir  E,  Troubridge  regretted  much  to 
hear  the  observations  which  had  been  just 
made  by  the  gallant  Commodore  in  respect 
to  a  question  understood  to  be  the  tame 
that  had  been  discu»H'd  on  a  former  even- 
ing^n.iinely,  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
Hiitish  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  would 
have  lieeii  defeated  had  it  encountered  tbe 
French  under  the  ciicuinatanccs  described. 
Now,  he  never  could  concur  in  the  idea 
entcitained  by  the  gallant  CommtMiore, 
and  he  would  boldly  say,  that  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  that  fleet  never  did 
concur  in  any  such  idea,  lie  knew  that 
at  the  time  there  were  in  the  Mediterianean 
7.'iO  su|iernuiiierary  marines,  who  would 
liavc  U*en  on  shipl>oard  had  it  been  con- 
sidered necessary  ;  and  he  would  further 
say  Iwhily,  and  without  fear  of  contradic* 
lion,  that  the  result  of  an  aeiion  with  the 
Freiicli  fleet  would  have  lieen  quite  diflvr- 
eiit  from  that  Mateil  by  the  gallant  Com- 
moilore.  lie  had  not  ex|iected  to  speak 
on  this  Mibjfct;  he  was  sorry  that  he  was 
out  of  the  House  ju»t  at  the  commcnce- 
nieiit  of  the  present  discussion  ;  but  he 
could  not  Conic  in  and  hear  even  the  few 
sentences  he  had  heard  from  his  gallant 
Friend — for  he  was  sure  that  he  might 
venture  to  call  him  so — without  rising  to 
say  that  his  notion  nf  a  British  fleet  being 
defeated  was  most  extraordinary.  He  was 
grievously  sorry  the  ntlier  night  when  he 
heard    so    many    British    oflicers   in   that 


House  not  uphohling  the  service,  but 
j  doing  the  very  reverse.  He  should  have 
they  been  brought  into  action  with  an  ;  i|>oken  on  that  iM'cation,  hut  he  gave  way 
encm>  But  he  would  till  the  House !  !•>  some  huu.  (leotlcmcn,  and  lie  mutt 
of  t  omitions  at;ain,  and  he  would  havv  .  »jy  now,  that  he  should  never  regret  liav« 
the  uliole  country  kn(»w  it,  that  he,  ing  taken  no  part  in  that  debate,  for  it  did 
riio»t  euiiMjitntiously  and  tirmly  be-  .  no  credit  to  the  British  navy.  Many  ob- 
lirved  that  if  the  Biiiiih  iia\y  had  come;  K-rvatums  that  were  made  were  doubt  lesa 
into  cent  set  with  the  French  after  thry  !  well  meant,  but  tiK'y  were  both  lU-judgcd 
U'^aii  ihiir  operations  in  .Swia,  and  gu  and  ill-timrd.  He  felt  that  to  go  into  the 
sukly,  .iiid  that  il  they  had  done  ihcir  question,  whether  a  civilian  or  a  naval 
duly  (o  thv  utmost  of  their  jHjwir,  they  man  should  be  first  I^^rd  of  the  Admiraltv, 
would  have  been  dcftaiid.  It  was  not  would  be  out  of  place  now,  and  he  would 
right  nor  proper  to  dripi»e  an  rnemy  \oo  leave  that  and  other  points  which  had 
much.  Tiie  Fn-nch  had  made  sut  h  pro-  ■  Ijeen  touched  upon  untd  a  future  op* 
gress  in  gunnery,  and  e«|uipmi-nt.  and  sea-  ^  portuniiy. 
inaii>hip,   that  thiy   coiiimaiided   rts|krcl.  ^      Sir    ('.    Snpicr   rose  to  explain.     The 

Ihey  ought  lo  rcacubci  that  Amcricn  I  gallant  Officer  wu  nustakto.    Wbcn  ha 
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was  io  command  at  Sidon  they  received  250 
marines  only,  and  they  were  not  enough 
to  make  up  the  deficiency  caused  by  tick. 
nest.  They  were  100  men  short  of  their 
complement,  and  had  134  sick.  He  main- 
Uined,  that  if  the  French  fleet  with  800  or 
900  men  bad  come  down  upon  them,  to 
such  a  pitch  had  they  carried  gunnery, 
that  at  the  first  broadside  100  men  would 
have  been  knocked  ofF.and  where  would  the 
British  have  been  then  ?  The  gallant  Offi- 
cer did  not  know  what  it  was  to  be  beaten, 
but  he  did.  He  fought  a  French  ship 
once  in  the  West  Indies,  and  had  his  leg 
broken,  and  his  mainmast  knocked  away; 
and  had  the  enemy  stuck  to  him,  be  should 
have  been  a  dead  man. 

Captain  Layard  thought  6d,  a  day  after 
twenty-five  years'  hard  service  not  a  suf- 
ficient pension  for  soldiers,  but  he  believed 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  was  a 
friend  to  soldiers,  would  increase  ii,  were 
he  able.  He  wbhed,  however,  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  if  there  was 
an  intention  of  altering  the  system  under 
which  soldiers  obtained  their  discharge. 
According  to  the  present  regulations  the 
prices  paid  for  a  discharge  were  as  fol- 
lows : — 


Cavalry. 

infantry 

Service 

£ 

£ 

Under    7  years 

30 

..   25 

..     10     .. 

25 

..    13 

..     11     .. 

21 

..    15 

..     12     .. 

15       .. 

..    10 

..     14     .. 

12 

..     5 

..     15     .. 

6        .. 

..  Free. 

He  believed,  that  if  the  prices  of  a  dis- 
charge were  diminished,  men  would  be 
less  reluctant  to  enter  the  army,  and  the 
friends  of  many  would  be  willing  to  let 
them  remain  for  a  time  before  they  bought 
them  off,  in  order  that  they  might  enjoy 
the  advanta<;eous  results  of  a  course  of 
discipline  which  was  calculated  to  reclaim 
the  idle  and  dissolute,  and  make  them 
eventually  good  members  of  society.  He 
thought  the  present  regulations  unjust  to 
the  old  subalterns,  and  put  it  to  gal- 
lant Geotlamen  in  the  House  whether 
there  was  a  class  of  men  more  deserving 
of  consideratioD.  He  agreed  with  what 
bad  fallen  from  the  hon.  and  gallant  Of- 
ficer with  respect  to  the  necessity  of  in* 
creasing  our  troops  io  India ;  but  be  should 
have  mentioned  the  Burmese,  who,  if  any 
fresh  disaster  should  happen  to  the  Bri- 
tish, which  God  forbid  1  would^  he  believed, 
Also  attack  them. 


I  Sir  H,  Hardinge  mshed  to  say,  in  reply 
I  to  the  observations  of  the  gallant  Officer 
'  opposite  (Captain  Layard)  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  discharges,  that  in  1829  he  intro- 
duced the  system  of  allowing  soldiers  to 
obtain  their  discharge  at  a  price  in  pro- 
portion to  their  length  of  service;  and 
although  it  was  feared  by  many  officers 
that  the  plan  would  very  much  disturb  the 
regiments  of  the  line,  it  was  found  to 
operate  most  beneficially.  Questions  like 
that  under  the  consideration  of  the  House 
ought  to  be  considered  in  connexion  with 
the  finances  of  the  country.  Speaking 
from  the  experience  of  the  last  ten  years, 
he  must  confess,  that  he  agreed  with  the 
gallant  Officer^  that  perhaps  a  shorter 
period  of  service  might  be  advantageously 
introduced.  The  question  was  deserving 
of  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment. With  reference  to  what  had 
been  stated  on  the  subject  of  the  warrant 
of  1829,  he  must  observe,  that  he  still 
adhered  to  the  opinion  which  he  had 
repeatedly  urged  to  the  House  on  that 
subject.  When  he  brought  forward  that 
warrant  in  1829,  it  was  submitted  to  the 
Duke  of  Wellington's  Government,  and 
it  received  his  approbation,  as  well  as 
the  approval  of  distinguished  military 
authorities.  The  hon.  Member  for  Co- 
ventry stated  to  the  House,  that  it  waa 
not  his  wish  to  press  his  motion  to  a 
division,  provided  the  Government  as- 
sured the  hon.  Gentleman  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  force  was  destined  for  ser- 
vice in  China,  and  the  East- Indies.  There 
was  already  a  very  large  British  force  in 
that  country,  a  larger  force  than  had  been 
there  at  any  previous  period — seven  bat- 
talions alone  were  destined  for  that  part 
of  the  country.  With  regard  to  the  half- 
pay  of  the  army,  a  considerable  reduction 
had  been  made  since  the  period  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  referred.  The  reduction 
had  been  6,000  out  of  17,426  on  the  half- 
pay  list.  He  could,  if  it  were  necessary, 
go  through  the  individual  items  and  figures 
to  which  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Coventry  had  been  directed,  and 
answer  satisfactorily  any  objections  which 
he  had  brought  against  them ;  but,  were 
he  to  do  so,  much  of  the  valuable  time  of 
the  House  would  be  unnecessarily  occu- 
pied. There  had  been  considerable  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  of  half- pay  lieutenants; 
great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  in- 
ducing lieutenants  who  bad  been  on  half- 
pay  to  return  to  active  duty,  as  Aeariy 
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linlf  a  ci-iilury  had  elapsed  since  the  last  Lord  «/.  Ktcsse// observed,  that  he  hoped 
war.  SiiicL'  that  pi'riod  fi,7()*>  offircrs  had  hon.  Meinberi  would  not  full  into  tha  error 
fiiiid  tlic  dcbi  of  nature,  and  wi  re  no  of  belie? ing  that  the  soldier  after  twenty 
lunger  a  charge  upon  the  public.  lie  years  service  was  entitled  to  a  peosion.  He 
thought  that  this  statement  ought  to  sufli-  had  received  several  letters  from  colonels 
cieiitly  satisfy  the  economical  appetite  of  in  the  command  of  rcgimenls  in  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Coventry.  It  should  complaiuts  were  made  that  a  proper 
also  be  recollected  that  many  regiments  tinction  was  not  made  between 
had  served  fifteen,  seventeen,  and  twenty  and  undeserving  soldiers,  and  that  the 
years  in  India.  ;  latter  often  received  as  much  pension  u 

Viscount  Ilowick  was  pleased  to  hear  !  the  former, 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  state,  that  a  Mr.  (yConncU  wished  to  detain  the 
question  of  this  character  ought  to  be  ■  House  for  one  moment.  He  was  pleased 
viewed  in  relation  to  the  financial  condi-  to  hear  what  fell  from  the  hon.  and  gal- 
tion  of  the  country.  He  was  glad  to  lant  Officer  opposite,  with  reference  to  the 
perceive,  since  the  hou.  and  gallant  Officer  ^  administration  of  religions  instruction  to 
had  left  that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the  the  troops  stationed  at  the  Ionian  Islanda 
llouie,  that  his  views  on  such  subjects  had  during  the  period  the  hon.  and  gallant 
iindcrc;one  some  modification,  and  that  he  Member  held  an  official  appointment 
now  thought  it  necessary  to  view,  in  con-  |  there.  He  understood  that  after  an  appli- 
nexion  with  them,  the  state  of  the  public  cation  to  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Hovick), 
finances.  He  wished  to  refer  to  the  state  three  Catholic  chaplains  were  sent  front 
of  the  barrack  department  in  the  West '  this  country  lo  the  Ionian  Islands,  and 
Indies.  During  last  year  no  discussion  |  he  could  not  but  compliment  the  noble 
on  this  subject  took  place  when  the  Ord-  Lord  on  the  promptitude  with  which  he 
nance  estimates  were  under  the  consirlera-  -  had  complied  with  the  hon.  and  gallant 
tionof  thf  HouK*.  He  had  not  anticipated  Officer's  request.  It  was  his  intention  to 
that  Lord  Vivian  would  cease  to  belong  to  •  bring  the  subject  connected  with  the  com- 
thc  House,  for  he  had  intended  to  brin^  munication  of  religious  instruction  to  the 
the  9 uhject  connected  with  the  state  of  the  Catholic  soldiers  serving  in  her  Majesty's 
barracks  in  the  West  Indies  before  the  forces  in  other  parts  of  the  country  under 
attention  of  Parliament,  but  was  prevented  the  notice  of  Parliament.  The  hon. 
by  circumstances,  which  it  was  not  ncces-  Member  then  proceeded  to  make  some 
sary  fur  hini  toesplaiii.fiomdoingso.  He  allusions  to  the  influence  of  party  spirit 
had  no  wish  to  cast  iniputatiun  on  Lord  in  the  nrmy,  and  stated,  that  during  the 
Vivian,  fur  the  c|ueM)oii  to  which  he  had  late  di»turhance!«  in  Canada  he  waa 
alluded  wat  one  of  many  years  standin'^.      pleased  to  perceive  the  absence  of  allsoch 

Sir  //.  ifurthmjc,  in  explanation,  staled,  feeling*.  As  he  was  informed  that  there 
that  the  noble  l^ird  who  had  just  addressed  wur  to  be  no  recruiting  in  Canada,  and 
the  Houjie  had  miHundrr»l«iod  what  ho  had  that  the  officers  were  to  be  sent  from  this 
said.  His  opinions  had  not,  as  the  noble  country,  he  would  not  occupy  the  time  of 
Lord  liiid  represented,  undtr;;one  any  the  House  by  any  additional  obscrvationa 
alteration  since  he  had  arrived  at  that  <thc  on  thai  part  of  the  subject. 
Ministerial)  Side  of  tlic  House.     Accord-        Vote  agreed  to. 

in^  to  the  wairant  of  I "«'.**<  the  pension  On  the  <|uestion,  that  the  snm  of 
Wi«s  to  be  'W.  |K:rday,  the  |M:rio«l  ol'sdvice  'A/t'^l^'n^L  be  granted  for  her  Majesty'a 
was  to  !)'■  tweiity-tive  instead  of  twenty,  land  forces  at  home  and  abroad,  exclasifo 
one  yrar!«.  ami  that  arrangement  was  sub-    of  India. 

muted  tu  the  highest  auihoritirs.  niid  .Mr.  H'Miams  moved  as  an  amendment 
had  bicn  approved  ot.  He  was  bat  it  tied  that  the  vote  should  be  reduced  63,580li» 
th.it  a  ^reat  inodilicatioii  must  take  place  being  the  difference  between  the  sinna 
in  th<-  (Ai^tinj  viarrant ;  and,  although  he  |iaid  to  an  e(|ual  number  of  soldiers  of  the 
wa%  not  then  pn-pareil  v*  state  what  he  con-  line,  and  of  the  Guards, 
sideietl  ou{;ht  tu  be  the  alteration,  he  Sir  //.  Haniingr  said,  that  queitioa 
ho|>ed  tJMt  before  the  next  year's i«:imates  had  been  discussed  for  twenty  yeara  bj 
were  laid  upon  the  Table,  he  «kOuld  be  committees  of  the  House  of  Commooai 
able  lo  submit  to  the  House  a  motion  on  framed  u|ion  what  were  termed  liberal 
the  subject  which  would  be  satisfactory  to  principles,  and  it  had  been  found  thai  thia 
the  noble  Lord.  1  ooqia,  in  addilioa  to  the  dutj  of  attaadiBC 
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the  SoTcreigD,  peiformed  tbe  KCiiernl 
dulict  or  the  metropolii  in  d  lupeiiur 
manner.  A  residence  in  London  wna 
more  expentive  than  one  in  country  quir- 
tcrs,aaa  there  were  various  circumstances 
thai  should  be  taken  into  consideration, 
and  which  rendered  it  necessary  thai 
those  troops  shonld  have  some  additional 
pay.  He  bad  heard  with  surprise  the 
assertion  that  the  officer!  were  highly 
paid,  when  it  wu  notorious  that  the  junior 
officers  gave  their  wrricn  to  the  public 
almost  for  nothing.  There  was  no  body 
of  troops  who  had  performed  their  duly 
better  than  tbe  guards.  Two  batulioos 
of  them  were  now  in  Canada,  and  there 
was  scarcely  any  European  wrrice,  re- 
quiring highly  efficient  pflrformance,  tor 
which  the  Horse-guards  would  not  employ 
her  Majesty's  guards. 

Colonel  RaKdem  said,  the  difference 
between  an  ensign's  pay  in  the  guards  and 
one  in  the  line  was  only  3d,  a-oay.  Wbeu 
an  officer  lived  in  London  in  lodgings,  at 
his  own  cost,  and  was  without  the  ad- 
Tantage  of  a  mets,  his  expenses  were 
greater,  and  he  was  sure  the  coinmitt«e 
would  not  think  the  difference  too  great 
when  all  circumstances  were  taken  ioio 
consideration.  He  believed  that  tbe  lieu- 
tenant! in  the  guards  received  a  difference 
of  lOd.  a-day  a*  compared  with  the  pay 
of  lieutenants  in  the  line;  but  the  same 
remarks  applied  to  the  lieutenants  as  to 
the  ensigns  of  the  guards;  and  in  his 
estimation,  considering  the  circumstances 
he  had  mentioned,  the  additional  pay  of 
officers  in  this  branch  of  the  service  wns 
by  no  means  too  great. 

Colonel  Tkomtu  Wood  concurred  wiih 
the  gallant  Officer  who  had  justspokeu. 
Whatever  advantages  tbe  officers  and  mvii 
of  the  guards  might  possess,  lliey  wert 
well  carDcd  and  well  deserved.  It  would 
not  become  him  to  institute  a  comparison 
between  the  guards  and  other  regiments 
of  the  service ;  but  this  be  might  remark, 
that  her  Majesty's  household  troops  were 
as  good  (and  that  was  saying  much)  and 
""  ■     t  as  any  branch  of  tbe  British 


Mr.  ffiUioMt  bad  offered  no  opinion  as 
to  whether  the  pay  of  the  guards  was  too 
much  or  too  little.  He  had  merely  pointrd 
ont  the  difference  in  their  pay  as  com- 
pared with  the  rest  of  tbe  army,  and  con- 
ceiving thai  there  was  no  sufficient  grouod 
for  auch  a  difierenee,  be  felt  it  hi*  duty  to 
tik«  tbe  lenis  of  the  conBittM  upon  it. 


{Mauch  7)  ifrmy  EUimaUt. 

The  committee  divided  on  t 
eiit;— Ayes,  12;  Noes,]44:- 


■Majority, 


Liit  of  the  Axes. 

Blc«iii.  R.J. 

O'Connell,  J. 

Ilroiherton,J. 

Villiers,  fan.  C.  P. 

Buller,  C. 

Wawn,J.T. 

Cobden,  R. 

Wood,B. 

Curiei>,  H.  B. 

Fielden,  J. 

Morris,  i>. 

fiowring,  Dr. 

U'CoDDell,  D. 

Williams,  W. 

iMtOftktVoiX. 

Acland,  T.  D. 

Forbes.  W. 

Acion,  Col. 

Forester,  hB.G.C.W 

Anlrobus,  E. 

Forster,  H. 

Arkwright,  G. 

FulUr,  A.  E. 

Biilcy,J.,jun. 

GatktII,  J.  Hilnes 

Baird,  W. 

Gladston  e.Tt.  hn.  W.E. 

Barine,  lion.  W.  B. 

GoidoD,  hon.  Capt. 

Barneby.J. 

lioulbum.  It.  hon.  H. 

Buikcr.iile,  T.  B.  M. 

Graham,  n.bD.  Sir  J. 

B»iei»n,SirR. 

Greenall,  P. 

Beckell,  W. 

Gn»an,E. 
Halibrd,  U. 

BcritiLick,  LordG. 

Uerkeley.  hon.  C. 

Hamilton,  W.  J. 

Bernard,  Visct. 

Uar<liiige,rt.hn.SirU 

BoMero.  H.  0. 

Harris,  J.  Q. 

Uoitield,  B. 

Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 

Bramslorr,  T.  W. 

Ueibart,  hon.  S. 

Br,>l>]k7,H. 

Hodgson,  R. 

Ur,»M„ .  boo.  W. 

Hope,  hon.  0. 

li.uit,  Urd  E. 

Hope,  A. 

;Mio.,  SirJ.  Y. 

Hope,  G.  W. 

Lijitkld,  W. 

Howard,  bn.C.W.G. 

C'ampbi.-1I,A. 

Ilumphery,  Mr.  Aid. 

C.-inic^iie,  hoo.  Cspt 

Inon,  S. 

ChtK,:i,  Visct. 

James,  Sit  W.  a 

ClitiwoJc,  Sir  J. 

Jermyn,  Ead 

CliildeM,J.  W. 

Johnson,  W.  G. 

Ck-rk.SirG. 

Johnstone,  A. 

fockl.urvi-hn.SirG 

Johnstone,  Sir  J. 

r„l.l,r....ke,  SirT.  E 

Jones,  Capt. 

r...:.-,v,rC.H. 

Kemble,  H, 

(■...;>M.M,.l,Mr.Ald. 

KnatcbbuU,  right  ton 

.     ,n,  n.hon.H. 

SirE. 

Lrifiis,  W. 

Knight,  F.  W. 

Da*Laj,  Jwn.  W.H 

L«.g,lon,J.W. 

DDnisot.,E.B. 

Law,  hon.  C.  E. 

[),ckir,son,F.H. 

Lawson,  A. 

Or-dd,  G. 

Layard,  Capt. 
Leicester,  ^rl  of 

Ii.m^-l-,.,SirC.E. 

Lennox,  Lord  A. 

liOLi.-l.l,,J.  D.  S. 

lincoln,  Eari  of 

Dmmmord,  H.  H. 

Lockhart,W. 

Egerton.W.T. 

Lygon,  hon.  General 
tiackenue,T. 

E!iot,  Lord 

E*coll,  B. 

Mackentie,  W.  F. 

Eblcourl,  T.G.  B. 

Mabon.  Visct. 

Fergujon,  Sir  R.  A. 

Mainwarins,T. 
Marsham,  Visct. 

Ftrrand.W.  B. 

Filmor.SirE. 

Martin,  C.W. 

t'lizalan.Lord 

Martyn,  C.  C. 

I'ilzrov,  Capt. 

M.ftirm«..J. 

fMiiu,J. 

Ilwg.11.0. 
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Mundy,  K.  M. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
Nicliull,  ft  hon.  J. 
I'ugct,  Ijoril  W. 

I'ccI,  r(.  hon.  t)ir  R. 
IV>cl,J. 

nunifidge,  CapU 
Polluck,  Sir  F. 
Tracd,  W  T. 
Pringle,  A. 
I'uHcy,  I*. 
Rao,  ft.  hn.  Sir  W. 
R«adc,VV   M. 
Rviiiiiv,  (». 
Kuunil,  C.  <f. 
RuiueU,  LA»rtl  J. 
Rumll.J.  I>.  W. 
Scot  I,  hot),  r. 
Sluw,  1 1  gilt  liuN.  F. 
Siblhorp,  Col. 
SiDoUetty  A. 


Somerset,  Lord  O. 
Si  an  ley  y  Lord 
Siauiitoii,  Sir  G.  T. 
Siewart,  J. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Stuart,  II. 
Sutton,  hon.  IL  M 
Taylor,  T.  E. 
TenncDt,  J.  £. 
Trotter,  J. 

Trouhridgc,  Sir  K.  T. 
\'ere.  Sir  C.  R. 
Villiers,  Viscl. 
Vif  lan,  J.  K. 
Wood,  Col.  T. 
\Vuriley,hon.  J.S. 
Wyiidliani,  Col. 
Young,  J. 
Young,  Sir  W. 

TILLERS. 

Fr«.'niantlc,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  H. 


Vole  agreed  to. 

Sefcral  other  reioluiions  were  agreed 
to. 

f  )n  thequcstion  that  8*2,458/.  be  granted 
to  defray  the  charge  of  the  volunteer 
corps, 

Mr.  IVdliamt  conceiving  that  thta  force 
wai  not  at  all  neceuary,  felt  it  hit  duty  to 
take  the  tense  of  the  comniiitie  upon  the 
vote. 

The  committee  divided  : —Ayct  13.) ; 
Noes  17  : — Majority  I  hi. 

List  of  ike  Ayks. 


Acland.T   l>. 
Acton,  C«il. 
Anson,  hon.  Col. 
Anlrolitift,  K. 
Arkwnglil,  ii. 
Bailvy,  J.,  jun. 
Itaird,  \V. 
R-iring.  lion.  W.  B. 
Barnrhy,  J. 
Iia«krrf  die.  T.  B  M. 
lUtv«nn.  Sir  H. 
Hv<kctt,  \V. 
Uvntinck,  I^>rd  G. 
Iloldent,  11.  G. 
Boiluld.  ii. 
iiramUufli,  T,  W. 
Rroadley,  Ii. 
Hruwne,hon.  W. 
Hrucv,  I»rd  £. 
IhiUcr,  SirJ.  Y. 
CanphcU,  A. 
Camefie,  ho.  Capl. 
Cliel^a,  Viicl. 
Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
Childers,  J.W. 
(  lerk,SirO. 
Cuckburn,  rt.  h.  SirG. 
Cootf,  SuC  U. 
UpcUad,  Ml.  AM. 


Cony,  right  lion.  II. 
Cnurtmay,  Vi»ct. 
Cripp>,  \V. 
Dawnay,  hon.  W.  II. 
Deni^on,  K.  B. 
Dickinson,  F.  II 
Dodd.t;. 
Dougiat,  Sir  II. 
Douglas,  .Sir  i\  K. 

t)<»uglasJ    D.  S. 
DruinrDond,  11.  II. 
Duncuiulic,  hon.  A 
Ki»t.  J.  B. 
F.j|un,  R.  J. 
F.i;fiiun,  \V.  T. 
Kliui,  Lord 
KM:utt,  B. 
K«tcourt,T.  G   R. 
IVrrand,  W.  B. 
Filnier,  Sir  E. 
FitialAu,  Lord 
Fiiiruy,  explain 
Ff'illiott,  J. 
Forbe«,  W. 
F'ore«ti-r,  hon.  G.CAV. 
Fo rater,  M 
Fuller.  A.  F. 
(..ukcll.J.MilDet 
Gladatooei  itJuu  W.  E. 


Gordon,  lion.  Capt. 
(f  ralian,  ri.  lion.  Sir  J. 
Greenall,  P. 
Grogan,  K. 
Ilalford,  II. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Hardinge,rt.  ho.  Sir  II . 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hodgson,  Ii. 
Hope^hon.  C. 
Hope,  A. 
Hope,  G.  W. 
Ilumphcry,  Mr.  Aid. 
Irton,  S. 

James,  Sir  W.  C\ 
Jermyn,  F.arl 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Johnstone,  A. 
John&tonc,  Sir  J. 
Jone!»,  Capt. 
Kembic,  II. 
KnatchbuU,  right,  hon. 

Sir  K. 
I^Df^ton,J.  W. 
Ijaw,  hon.  C.  E. 
lawson,  A. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
I.ennox,  Lord  A. 
Lincoln,  F«arl  uf 
I^khart.  W. 
Lvgon,  hon.  General 
Mackcnue,  T- 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
.Mahon,  Vi»cl. 
Main  waring,  T. 
Marsham,  Visci 
.Martin,  C.  W. 
Martyn,  C.C. 


Mastcniian,J. 
Morg-'in,  O. 
Mundy,  E.M. 
Nicholl,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Pjget»  Lord  W. 
Patun,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  hoo.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Pringle,  A. 
Pttsey,  P. 

Rae,  rt.  hon.  Sir  W. 
Rawdon,  Col. 
Reade,  W.  M. 
Round,  C.  G, 
Scott,  hon.  P. 
Shaw,  rt.  hn.  F. 
Sibthorp,  Col. 
Smollett,  A. 
Somerset,  Lord  O. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Staunton,  Sir  G.  T. 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Stuart,  H. 
Sutton,  boD.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  T.  E. 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
Trotter,  J. 
Verr,  Sir<:.B. 
\'ilhers,  Visct. 
Vivian,  J.  E. 
Wortley,  hon.  J.  S. 
Wyndham,  Col. 
Young,  J. 
Young.  Sir  W. 

TKLLERs. 

Freniantlo,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  II. 


Lai  of  ike  Nokd. 


Berkeley,  lion.  Capt. 
KIrWKt.  R    J 

KriMliurton,  J 
bu-   r-. 
Bu»&«     W. 
Cuhden,  R. 
Curteis,  II.  II. 
Fcilde'i,  J. 
Haifurd,  S 
Howard, hn.C.  W.  il 


Martin,  J. 
Morris,  I). 
Napier,  Sir  C 
Powell,  C. 
Villiers,  hon.C.  P. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Wood,  B. 

I  CI  iia%. 
R«iwriiig,  Pr. 
Williams,  W. 


Vote  agreed  to,  as  vat  ieteral  otber 
reiolutiouf. 

On  the  (|uettiun  that  141,493/.  \m 
(granted  fur  the  charge  of  peotioDt  lo 
widows  of  officers, 

Mr.  H'Uimms  begged  to  know  opoa 
what  principle  these  pensions  wer«  grwil- 
ed;  and  whether  they  were  paid  lo  iIm 
widows  of  officers  who  died  after  Mim» 
ment  from  the  senrice,  as  well  aa  to  iIm 
widows  of  officers  who  died  id  scIimI 
service. 

Sir  U.  lioHi^  rtplied,  thai  ihg  vi- 
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dow  of  no  officer  who  had  retired  on  half- 
pay,  unlets  he  did  so  from  wounds  or  other 
infirmities  contracted  in  the  service,  was 
entitled  to  a  pension.  Neither  was  any 
pension  j^iveo  to  any  widow  unless  her 
husband  had  been  ten  years  in  the  ser- 
vice.  The  widow  of  no  officer  who  roar- 
ried  after  sixty  years  of  age  was  entitled 
to  a  pension. 

Vote  agreed  to.  The  other  votes  also 
agreed  to. 

On  the  question  that  41 ,000/.  be  granted 
for  allowraiices,  compensation  and  emolu- 
mentSy  in  the  nature  of  superannuation  or 
retired  allowances  to  persons  formerly 
belonging  to  the  several  public  military 
departments, 

Mr.  WdUams  expressed  his  disappro- 
bation of  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
very  large  amount  of  retired  allowances 
made  in  the  case  of  clerks  who  had  served 
in  the  Ordnance  department. 

Sir  H.  HartUnge  explained,  that  the 
allowances  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
referred  were  made  to  the  senior  officers  of 
what  during  the  war  was  a  very  large 
department.  These  officers,  during  the 
time  that  tlieir  services  were  required, 
received  very  high  salaries,  and  upon  their 
retirement  received  a  compensation  corre- 
spondingly high. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

SiTppLY  —  Navy  Estimates— Case 
OF  Mr.  Elton.]  On  the  question  that 
2,980/.  be  granted  for  the  salariea  of  offi- 
cers and  contingent  expenses  in  the  office 
of  Registry  of  Merchant  Seamen, 

Mr.CWrleis  rose  lo  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  House  a  question  of  some  import, 
ance,  involving  the  character  of  a  young 
man  formerly  employed  in  her  Majesty's 
naval  service.  For  the  express  purpose  of 
performing  this  duty  he  (Mr.  Curteis)had 
that  day  travelled  upwards  of  sixty  miles 
(not  upon  a  railroad),  and  at  great  per- 
sonal inconvenience  to  himself.  Wishing 
to  act  in  a  perfectly  open  and  straightfor- 
ward manner  in  the  matter  he  had  under- 
taken, the  first  thing  be  did  on  entering 
the  House  was  to  go  to  the  gallant  Captain 
(Captaio  Rous)  opposite,  and  to  tell  him 
that  he  (Mr,  Curtab)  in  tended  to  take  the 
very  first  opportnoity  of  raierring  to  what 
be  (Captain  nous)  had  stated  in  the  House 
the  other  nicbt ;  and  to  assert  that*  ac- 
cording to  what  had  been  stated  to  him 
(Mr.  Curteis),  the  statement  then  made  by 
the  gallant  Captain  was  moat  incorrect. 


He  gave  the  gallant  Coptain  every  credit 
for  wishing  only  to  elicit  the  truth ; 
and  entertaining  no  other  with  himself, 
he  placed  a  certain  channel  of  infor- 
mation —  the  Morning  Chronicle  ^  in 
the  gallant  Captain's  hand,  and  said, 
'*  Will  you  do  roe  the  favour  to  look 
over  the  report,  that  I  may  know  whe- 
ther it  is  a  just  and  fair  account  of 
what  fell  from  you  the  other  evening?* 
The  gallant  Captain  said  he  was  going  to 
dinner;  upon  which  he  (Mr.  Curteis) 
observed,  that  he  would  wait  till  ten 
o'clock  before  he  endeavoured  to  say  a 
word  upon  the  subject.  It  was  now  past 
that  hour,  and  he  accordingly  felt  himself 
at  liberty  to  open  the  matter  to  the  House. 
He  must,  in  the  first  place,  sav,  that  he 
difiered  very  materially  from  the  gallant 
Captain  when  he  (the  gallant  Captain)  said, 
that  the  Admiralty  had  not  properly  sup- 
ported the  discipline  of  the  navy  by  re- 
mitting the  remaining  portion  of  the  sen- 
tence passed  by  .the  court  martial  upon 
Mr.  Elton ;  for,  he  woukl  boldly  say,  that 
he  was  speaking  the  sentiments  of  society 
generally,  and  of  the  world  at  large,  when 
he  said  that  the  Admiralty,  in  remitting 
the  remainder  of  the  sentence,  had  acted 
justly  and  properly.  Society  in  general, 
and  the  world  at  large^  considered  that 
the  sentence  originally  passed  on  Mr. 
Elton  was  an  unnecessarily  severe  one. 
Though  an  opponent  of  the  Government, 
he  would  say,  that  he  thought  the  Admi- 
ralty had  exercised  a  sound  diKretion  in 
extending  their  clemency  to  Mr.  Elton. 
He  was  not  aware  that  he  was  at  issue 
with  those  hon.  Members,  captains  in  the 
navy,  on  the  point  of  the  want  of  etiquette, 
but  he  begged  to  remind  them  that  the 
application  was  made  from  a  midshipman 
to  a  gentleman  who  had  been  but  recently 
made  a  captain,  and  who  had  been  serving 
in  another  ship  as  lieutenant.  The  appli- 
cation was  not  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Westminster  said,  for  the  boat,  in  order 
to  put  a  friend  of  Mr.  Elton's  ashore,  but 
merely  that  the  boat,  after  stopping  at 
Captain  Williams's  ship,  might  be  allowed 
to  go  on  to  the  coast  of  Syria  to  land  Mr, 
Elton's  friend,  which  might  occupy  a 
quarter  of  au  hour  or  twenty  roinutea 
more.  No  answer  waa  given  to  the  young 
officer,  but  aa  a  proof  that  the  request  waa 
not  unreasonable,  one  of  the  licutenante 
actually  put  the  same  request  to  Captain 
Williams.  He  was  not  surprised  that  the 
midshipmen  had  ez|iteiaed  inch  marked 
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sympatliy  for  Mr.  Klton,  when  they  found 
such  diitinctions  made  between  theoi  and 
thofe  in  command.  He  need  not  remind 
the  House  (hat  midshipmen  had  the  same 
feelings  as  their  superior  officers,  and  that 
they  were,  generally  speakings,  their  equals 
in  birth  and  education  ;  and  he  thought  it^ 
hard  that  a  midshipman  was  not  allowed 
in  polite  terms  to  prefer  a  request  to  his 
superior  officer  in  the  way  Mr.  Elton  had 
done.  The  favour  was  nothing,  and 
though  there  might  be,  as  the  gallant 
Captain,  the  Member  for  Westminster 
said,  a  want  of  etiquette  in  preferring  such 
a  request,  he  could  not  understand  how 
it  could  amount  to  a  breach  of  discipline, 
and  he  would  consider  it  very  ungracious 
in  any  captain  to  refuse  so  humble  a 
request.  He  thought  that  Captain  Wil- 
liams  erred  in  this  respect  He  did  not 
wish  to  say  one  word  to  the  prejudice  of 
any  of  the  parties,  and  although  he  had 
seen  Mr.  Elton  on  the  subject,  he  could 
assure  the  House  that  he  had  only  taken 
it  up  on  public  grounds.  He  now  came  to 
the  point  on  which  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
say,  that  he  considered  Mr.  Ellon  to  be 
in  the  wrong.  He  did  not  stand  there  to 
defend  the  letter  which  Mr.  Elton  had 
written,  in  a  moment  of  irritation  and 
anger,  to  Captain  U'jlliams.  He  did  not 
heaitatc  to  say,  that  he  thought  Mr.  Elton 
almost  deserved  to  be  dismissed  from  the 
service  for  that  imprudent  letter,  but  did 
be  not  afterwards  oHer  an  apology  ?  He 
believed  that  he  was  correct  in  saying,  that 
Mr.  Elton  had  taken  the  first  opportunity 
to  offer  an  apolo^ry  ?  But  what  did  Cap- 
tain Williams  demand  ?  Not  only  an  apo- 
logy for  the  second  letter,  but  likewise  an 
apology  for  the  original  letter,  re(|uesting 
the  fav<iur  to  be  allowed  to  put  a  friend 
ashore.  Now,  for  the  second  letter,  no 
doubt  an  apology  was  required,  and  ought 
to  have  been  promptly  given.  After  this, 
Mr.  Elton  was  brought  to  a  court-martial, 
and  although  he  did  not  mean  to  say,  that 
there  had  been  any  culpable  irregularity 
in  this  proceeding,  yet  there  did  appear  to 
him  to  have  been  tome  very  unusual  cir- 
camstances  connected  with  that  court- 
flMftial.  He  believed  it  wu  an  indis- 
putable fact,  that  one  of  the  officers  sit- 
ting as  a  judge  on  that  occasion  wu 
called  forward  to  give  his  testimony  as  a 
witness  for  the  prosecution.  He  believed 
that  the  same  officer  had  likewise  been 
eaamincd  on  the  part  of  the  defendant ; 
b«t  thia  oolj  laida  tha  procccdiiif  tht 


more  irregular.  He  believed  that  it  seemed 
a  strange  thing,  not  only  to  professional 
men,  but  to  the  world,'  that  a  person 
should  be  first  broke,  dismissed  the  service, 
and  afterwards  when  he  no  belonged  to  the 
lervice,  committed  to  prison  for  an  almost 
indefinite  time — indefinite,  inasmuch  as  the 
sentence  was, that  his  imprisonment  was  not 
to  commence  until  after  his  arrival  in  Eng- 
land. Tlie  consequence  was,  that  Mr.  Elton, 
for  three  or  four  months  before  the  period 
of  his   imprisonment,   was  in  a  state  of 
close  arrest,  and  in  the  condition  of  a  pri- 
soner.    He  thought  the  Admiralty  had 
only  done  an  act  of  justice  in  shortening 
the  term  of   imprisonment.     The  hon. 
Member  for  Westminster  (Captain  Rous) 
had  asserted  that  the  additional  ponish- 
roent  had  been  inflicted  because  the  young 
midshipmen,  not  only  of  the  ship,  but  of 
the  fleet,  intended  to  give  their  comrade, 
Mr.  Elton,  a  triumphant  dinner  [An  hon. 
Member:  "A  blow  out"];  and  for  this 
the  young  man  was  sentenced  to  receive 
six  months*  additional  imprisonment.  The 
gallant  Admiral  opposite  shook  his  head ; 
but  he  appealed  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Westminster  himself  if  he  had  not  asser- 
ted this  to  be  the  case.     On  the  present 
occasion    he    (Mr.    Curteis)   was  rather 
taking  the  Admiralty  under  his  shelter  and 
protection,  than  imputing  any   blame  to 
them  ;  he  not  only  approved  of  what  they 
had  done,  but  he  thought  they  had  exer- 
cised a  sound  discretion,  and  that  they 
had  shown  an  independent  feeling  in  not 
allowing    themselves   to  be  shackled   by 
others  on  this  question.  This  was  his  own 
opinion,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  re- 
echoed by  all  without  that  House.    He 
believed  that  the  Admiralty  would  have 
remitted  Mr.  Elton's  sentence  altogether 
on  his  return  to  this  covntry,  if  he  had 
not  by  some  fatality  or  otlier,  again  got 
himself  into  a  scrape.     He  accused   the 
hon.  Member  for  Westminster,  not  for  his 
having  asserted  that  Mr.  Elton  gave  the 
lie  to  the  commander  of  tlie  ship  in  which 
he  was  brought  home,  but  for  hu  not  hav« 
ing  stated  the  extenuating  circumstances. 
He  would  read  to  the  House  the  informa- 
tion which  had  been  given  to  him,  and 
which  he  thought  would  fully  show  that 
be  had  not  brought  forward  any  thfling 
or  frivolous  accusation.     He  had  visited 
Mr.  Elton  at  the  Marshalsea, and, showing 
him  the  document  which  be  was  about  to 
read,  he  asked  him  if  it  was  correct  in 
e? ery  paitkalaf •    Mr.  EltoQ  atotad  thil 
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it  «a8«     Although  two  gentlemen   were  and   conducted   to  London  seated  between 

present  on  that  occasion,  Mr.  Ellon  did  those  two  men  in  a  second  class  carriage,  on 

not    feel    altogether    satisBed    with    the  '^f    Southampton   railroad    hke  aeomi»oii 

1-     L  J  .u^     «:«^-    K..«  ««ii^  felon,  exposed  to  the  ease  of  everybody— and 

assurance  he  had  then  given,  but  called  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  Marsbalsca  prison.    Thfs  does 

on  him  (Mr.  Curteis)  at  bis  lodgings,  and  ^^pp^^r  harsh  treatment  for  a  young  roan  nine- 
put  the  paper  into  his  hands,  which  be  teen  years  of  age,  bom  and  educated  as  a  gen- 
read  distinctly,  telliug  Mr.  Elton  to  point  tleman,  a  member  of  an  old  and  a  highly 
out  any  thing  that  appeared  to  be  incorrect,  respected  family,  his  father  the  eldest  son  of 
The   only  particular   mentioned   by   Mr.  Sir  Abraham  Klton,  Bart,  of  Clevedon  Court, 

Ellon  as  incorrect  was  the  use  of  the  word  ?^°|*"^*V  ^l^""*"  ^''  •^*'*?'*  ^T^\  *°/k^: 

I-    I'/r   •      J    ■       .•        .k-.    ^^mm^^^^,   ^f  land,  his  family  were  given  to  understand  that 

bailiff  in   designating   the   messenger  of  ^he' Imprisonment' would  be  remitted,  but  in 

the  Admiralty  who  accompanied  him  to  consequence  of  a  complaint  having  been  for- 

London.     He   also  said   that  the   stale-  warded  to  the  Admiralty  by  Captain  Law- 

ment  was    not  at  all   exaggerated,   but  rence,  it  has  been  decided  that  the  sentence 

rather  the  contrary.     Now  he  (Mr.  Cur-  should  be  carried  into  effect.  ^ 

teis)  did  not  defend  the  conduct  of  Mr.  ^^  y^^^^^  ^^  call  the  attention  of  the 

Elton  towards  Caplain  Lawrence,  but  he  House  to  the  facta  of  this  part  of  the  case, 

asserted  that  there  were  extenuating  cir-  f^^  ^e  thought  it  would  show  that  Mr. 

comstances,    and    to    suppose  that  Mr.  gij^^  ^ad  received  provocation  for  sUting 

Elton  gave  the  lie  to  Captain  Lawrence  ^1,^1  he  had  done,  and  that  he  conceived 

without  any  provocation,  would  only  be  to  himself  no  longer  amenable  to  martial- 

suppose  that  the   young  man   was  half  |aw,  because  he  no  longer  belonged  to  the 

cracked.     He,  with  the  permission  of  the  service.  ["  Oh,  ohr]  He  certainly  had  been 

House,  would  read  the  sUiement  of  Mr.  dismissed  the  service,  and  no  longer  wore 

Elton,  which,  as  he  had  stated,  he  was  j|,e  uniform.    The  statement  of  this  part 

assured  by  that  person  was  correct  in  all  ^j  ^^^  ^^^^  ^3,  „  follows:— 
particulars.    It  was  as  follows : — 

"  Mr.  Elton  was  put  on  board  the  Hastings, 

"After  the  very  extraordinary  and  unusually  and   was  waiting  on  the   quarter-deck    for 

severe    sentence   had   been   passed  on  Mr.  orders,  and  was  talking  to  one  of  the  males  of 

Elton,  he  was  conveyed  on  board  the  flag,  the  ship,  when  Capiain  Lawrence  rushed  oot 

ship  Howe,  where  he  remained  for  nearly  five  of  his  cabin,  and  in  a  very  loud  and  angrr 

weeks,  confined  in  a  cock-pit  cabin  with   a  tone  upbraided  the  mate  for  daring  to  speak 

sentry    over    him,  with  permission   to  take  to  a  roan  who  was  disgraced,  and  was  a  dis- 

exercise  upon  the  poop  or  middle  deck,  but  no  mce  to  the  service ;   and,  turning  to   Mr. 

officer  in  the  ship  allowed  10  speak  to  him.  Ehon,  said,  *  How  dare  you,  Sir,  spMk  to  one 

He  was  then  sent  on  board  the  Prometheus  of  my  officers  ? — a  person  who  is  disgraced,' 

steamer  to  Gibralur. "  and  other  language  to  that  effect.    This  unfor- 

-,      .  ,     ,         ,                  I.  .  «i.  lunate  young  man,  being  goaded  to  despera- 

Hc  felt  bound  to  say,  that  the  coin-  ^j^^  y^y  ^y^^  apparently  never-ceasing  peise- 

mander  of  that  ship   had   acted   in   the  cution  to  which  he  was  subjected,  under  the 

most  feeling  manner  towards  the  prisoner  impression  he  was  no  longer  in  the  navy,  was 

he  permitted  him  every  favour  he  could,  induced  so  far  to  forget  himself  as  to  tell 

and   allowed   him   to  associate  with   the  CapUin  Lawrence  that  '  If  he  said  he  was 

oflScers  of  the  ship.     He  did  not  know  disgraced,  he  told  a  lie,  and  was  a  liar.'    He 

*u                 r  *u^  !.^^^»,.A^m    k..*  k«  r»u  afterwards  repented  having  made  use  of  these 

the  name  of  the  commander,  but  he  felt  expressions,  and  made  an  apology  to 

bound  to  say  that  such  conduct  was  much  Capuin  Lawrence,  which  he  accepted.*' 

to  his  credit.  „     ,       ,     ,        ..         , 

He  thought  that  this  made  oat  a  case 

"  A  t  Gibraltar  he  was  put  on  board  the  Has-  ^f  considerable  provocation.     He  believed 

tings.   Captain  Lawrence,  in  which  ship  he  ^j^^^  y^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  j„  ^^^  j^      j,,^^  jf  ^^^ 

was  again  placed  in  close  confinement  in  a  p,.^^    .     .  .     «„_^,  k«y.#r.i#»i-  r*««^»«:n 

cock.pit  cabin,  allowed  to  walk  only  on  the  ^Uon   in  his  anger  had  struck  Captaio 

forecastle,  and  the  starboard  side  of  the  main  Lawrence  he  would  have  been  amenable 

deck  among  the  men— nobody  on  board  the  to  the  civil  and  not  to  the  military  law. 

ship  being  permitted  to  speak  to  him,  with  Greatly  to  the  praise  of  Captain  Lawrence, 

the  exception  of  the  servant  who  brought  his  he  (Mr.   Curteis)  believed  that  he   had 

meals.    He  was  not  allowed  the  use  of  wine  exerted  himself  to  obtain  a  remission  of 

or  spirits-some  of  these  restrictions  were  ^j^^  gentence  on  Mr.  Elton.     He  did  not 

uken  off  when  the  Hastings  arrived  at  the  .  ,        ;^^..*^  ♦^  r««..»«:«  ^v:ii:.m.  a..- 

Helens.    Mr.  Elton  was  on  board  thU  ship  ^'^  to  impute  to  Captain  Williams  any- 

neariy  a  month.    He  was  then  taken  from  the  thing  beyond  a  want  of  courtesy,  and  he 

Hastings  in  the  custody  of  two  messengers,  would  admit  thaf  Mr.  Elton  was  deservedly 
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dnmiiiKd :  but  ir  ihc  nddilional  Irrm  of 
imprisonment  «■■  imposed  in  conirquencc 
of  till'  dinner  propoied  to  be  given  to  Mr. 
Elton  by  hia  brother  midihipoien,  he 
iboucht  lUeic  could  be  no  juitificatioo  fur 
■ucli  Kvetiljr.  He  did  ihink  that  Captain 
I^wri'ncc  Itad  given  Mr,  Klton  provo- 
calimi:  bnt  though  lie  would  nnt  defend 
tlie  hn^uugc  m»tle  uw  bf  by  the  yming 
man  lu  lU.it  otTiccr,  lie  wiithcd  (he  lli>ii»e 
to  roiieniUr  tlut  Mr.  Klton  o.ocviveJ 
that  lie  »Bt  not  in  the  navy  at  the  limr, 
nor  u.ii  he.  Ili<  aecuiKd  Captain  I.nw- 
reiirr  vt  nolhing  niive  a  hau^chtinrM  tii  hit 
matitiiT,  nnil  of  fatfftuttf;  bimMilf  in  hi* 
paiiion,  which  all  men  occaiionaily  did. 
Nur  did  he  with  to  bring  any  i:hBrge 
agaiiiiiCjptain  Wdliumi,  who  he  holievcd 
w3«  lii|;liiy  etlcemt:d  ai  a  good  and  efbcivnt 
oflio  r.  lie  taw  thiii  the  i>allanl  Captain 
belnw  him  (Captain  Ucikrluy),  wa%  aiiout 
to  hrin);  down  on  him  all  lite  lvtrur«  ul 
the  Thunderer.  Uu  could  atiuie  that 
gall.iiit  Captain,  and  the  cullant  Captain 
the  Member  fur  Wentmiiftrr,  ihal  h 
Moulii  nut  have  mooted  ihc  (|ue>liiiii 
tliiy  hail  allowed  It  to  ri'<t.  rhi-|;ilLi 
('apiain  (Capiain  Itrrkeli-))  had  told  ili 
llou*e  ih.it  he  could  have  i>liiain>d  .M 
Ktloii'*  di^iuiital  from  lh«:  aeivici-  fut  h 
rvndiiri  while  under  hii  cunimand.  II 
belii'vcd  the  real  charge  wliich  the  gatlanl 
I'apiiiin  had  againit  the  youiin  man 
that  he  had  asccaded  hia  leave  of  abaeuce 
by  ten  or  twelve  dayi.  Thii,  no  duubi, 
wa<  a  great  irrri^lariiy,  and  aince  the 
|[Blhnl  (Captain  had  ttnt  followed  it  up, 
be  h-id  »i>  heiiiatiiin  in  naymg  ihai  the 
foung  nun  waa  uiidi'i  i;ieat  uhlij>alioui 
to  iiim :  but  ha  dtd  not  think  thai  the 
fault  waa  of  that  faial  ma|[nitMJe  »hii:K 
Ihc  (pliant  McnitiiT  *up|Kiai'd  it  In  lie. 
Mr  had  lirdUi*)!!  iht«  lulijiTl  f<-rwurd  at  jit 
indipi-iiitrur  Mi-nitier.  and  he  cuuicien- 
iKiudy  )>itii-«i-d  that  )>•■  l-ad  a«arrie<l 
Kutliiiii;  whit'h  i-iiiihl  UMt  in  ■  viiy  tiille  br 
Imri.i'  i.iil  bv  f<i'l«.  No  (•»■'  rould  fcvl 
man-  imlitrr.anl  than  he  ihititid  feel,  if  ti 
■houlil  iiiinoul  that  he  hid  tieen  detH-ivcil 
in  any  m  lliv  aiatrnimin  he  had  made : 
ImI  tie  U-lirvrd  he  auird  nothing  liut  the 
irnih,  and  all  iliai  lie  mnld  uy  in  eun- 
cludun  »a«,  that  !■•■  rnlircly  approved  of 
the  rondurl  of  the  Ailndruliy,  ui  remHiint; 
the  •eiitrnre  patard  )>v  tin-  eouit -martial 
on  Mr.  l:ilon. 

(jptain  Hrrirli-t  wiiuld  mit  brgin  In 
thi-  same  iilrain  a^  ihr  hmi.  Memlwr  tx 
Kye,  altbuugh  that  kua.   kleinhr  had.  in 


the  concluairm  of  hii  vptccli,  attempted  tn 
r|uBliiy  hia  remarba  by  an  admiMioii  that 
Ik  (C^ttaiu  Berkeley)  bad  acted  with 
rnerey  towarda  Mr.  Elton.  He  re|ec:ted 
ihe  praiae  of  the  hoo.  Member,  tot  he 
li?lt  tliat  if  he  had  properly  diRcharnd 
hia  duty  lowanJa  Mr.  Elton,  neilTier 
the  IlnUM  nor  the  public  would  ever 
liave  heani  »f  hia  name,  for  lie  would 
have  been  turned  out  uf  the  aervire 
itiinut  <HW  Hurd  Wing  aaid  upon  the 
matter.  He  a]mke  thia  with  cnufiilencr, 
ua  neither  Mr,  Ehnu  nor  hia  Friend* 
wen-  unknoHU  to  him,  a»  they  were  to  tin' 
hon.  Memlier  ;  nnr  waa  Captain  Williama 
inikiiown  ti)  him,  aa  he  was  lu  Ihe  hon. 
Member.  .Mr.  Ivltnn'a  FriemlH  luip|iened 
to  he  nidilical  ai)p|M>rlers  uf  a  rela- 
tive of  lim,  who  at  the  prcaent  time  had 
a  aeat  Jn  the  llnuae  of  Cnmmima  ;  there- 
fiifv,  if  Ite  had  any  frclinK*  towarda  Mr. 
I'lton,  thiy  nould  natiinlly  U-  farmiralile 
and  friendly  rather  than  ailverae.  Mr. 
Ellon  jiiiurd  llip  ilertiili-'t  when  he  had 
the  eiimmanil  'if  thiit  ahip,  and  wlien 
I'aptuin  Williumi  uaa  lieutenant  tif  the 
■hip.  It  tva-i  on  hi<  nf-nniniendaliim  that 
l.iriiti-nant  WiHiami  wa«  promoteil  tube 
a  i-nptain  im  the  iN-raainn  ol  the  (.iininatiMi 
liTPVi-t,  and  that  remminrndatiiiu  waa 
IfriHimleil  nn  the  eirrlldit  Irniper  and 
pavl  feeling  which  l.icutenaDt  wiltiama 
had  unifiirmly  diaplayetl.  It  waa  true 
that  Mr.  Eltou  had  rreeivM)  frum  him  a 
rertiricate  un  tearing  the  Herculea,  but  It 
waa  well  known  that  nuih  a  cerlifieMe  waa 
mi-rrly  an  iilfirial  dtrumenl  given  to  k 
party  !■>  enabk'  him  lo  nury  out  hia  time. 
It  waa  by  nn  mrana  a  mark  nf  approval  of 
the  cumhirt  of  the  individual  to  whom  it 
wa.<  i:ivrn.  Mr.  Elton  waa  but  a  very 
few  montha  the  ahlptuate  nf  l.teotenant 
(afterward*  Captain)  Williamn.  L'pon 
joining  (he  Thunden'r.  he  wrote  l»  Mr. 
Eltnii'i  father,  aaying  that  if  he  wished  tn 
have*  pniiiMiin  i'tr  hi.i  aon,  he  thought 
he  i^iuhl  name  him  to  hifi  ahip.  Mr. 
William*  bad  at  that  time  left  the  llerru- 
\v^  and  beiiioie  a  rotnmander.  and  wai  ap- 
|Kiinlrd  tu  Ihe  Thuodervr  lie  rtiutd  mit 
take  upon  himarlf  to  a.iy  wliether,  at  the 
time  of  .Mr.  Klton'i  dehnquenrira,  he  waa 
in  Ihe  llinnderer  with  Ca|>tain  Williama 
iw  not,  but  at  all  evrnta  Cafrtain  Williama 
waa  in  full  pnaaenunn  iif  a  nimjdrle  kni>w> 
le<lgi- t<f  all  the  mitonidiict  uf  whirh  Mr. 
Ellim  hail  hei-o  guilty  up  tn  the  time  the 
Nhiji  It'ft  I1)mmith  aminil.  Then- «err  tm 
drliiN|iM-iM'ie«  tm  .Mr  Kllnn'a  part  whirh 
were  nm  kuuwn  hi  Captain  Williama.    Aa 
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far  A8  he  was  concerned^  thii  question 
would  never  have  been  again  mooted.  He 
would  have  been  the  last  person  to  have 
adverted  to  it ;  for  he  was  perfectlv  satis- 
fied with  the  answer  which  he  nad  re« 
ceived  from  the  hon.  and  gallant  Admiral 
opposito  (Sir  George  Cockbum)  when  he 
(Captain  Berkeley)  had  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  obloquy  which  haa  been  thrown 
upon  the  officers  whom  he  had  left  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  which  had  also  been 
thrown  upon  Captain  Williams,  who  had 
been  promoted  through  his  means,  would 
be  removed.  The  answer  given  by  the 
gallant  Admiral  was  so  satisfactory,  that 
he  had  entertained  the  belief  that  it  would 
have  set  the  question  at  rest,  and  that 
neither  the  House  nor  the  country  would 
have  heard  another  word  aboot  Mr.  Elton 
or  the  court-martial.  This,  however,  had 
not  been  the  case.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Rye  had  said,  thai  he  (Captain  Berkeley) 
had  mooted  the  question.  He  had  done 
no  such  thing.  He  was  thoroughly  satis- 
fied with  the  answer  he  had  got  from  the 
administration  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 
When  he  had  first  joined  the  ship  to  which 
Mr.  Elton  belonged  several  complaints 
were  made  against  him,  such  as  going  on 
shore  when  he  pleased,  without  authority. 
Of  course,  it  became  necessary  to  put  a 
stop  to  this ;  but  immediately  he  did  so 
Mr.  Elton  deserted.  Now,  he  would  put 
it  to  the  House  whether,  if  any  seaman 
under  his  command  had  taken  upon  him- 
self to  act  in  that  manner  he  could  have 
maintained  the  discipline  of  his  ship  and 
the  honour  and  character  of  a  British 
man-of-war,  without  giving  that  man 
three  dozen  at  the  gangway.  Then,  was 
he  to  be  told  that  a  mere  boy  of  eighteen 
or  nineteen,  who  condactcd  himself  in 
that  way,  and  who  was  guilty  of  desertion 
from  his  ship,  was  to  be  put  upon  the 
same  footing  with  any  other  young  man 
whose  character  was  uniropeached,  and 
who  had  not  misconducted  himself.  Was  it 
to  be  said  that  a  young  man  like  Mr. 
Elton  was  to  desert— not  for  a  week,  not 
for  ten  davs,  as  had  been  said — but  for 
such  a  period,  that  if  he  had  not  returned 
within  a  very  few  days,  the  mark  of  a  de- 
serter wouldhave  been  placed  against  his 
name  upon  the  ship's  books?  And  how 
did  he  return  ?  Not  voluntarily,  but  he 
was  brought  back  by  his  brother ;  and  if 
he  had  not  been  so  brought  back,  the  mark 
would  hare  been  entered  against  his 
name,  ami  it  would  not  hare  been  in 
bis  power  to  have  saved  bin.     This  was 


the  sort  of  gentleman  on  whose  behalf  tha 
hon.  Member  for  Rye  stood  up,  professing 
at  the  same  time  the  greatest  interest  for 
the  service  of  the  navy  !  The  elder  brother, 
with  feelings  which  did  him  great  credit^ 
made  an  appeal  to  him  to  loc^  over  thia 
voung  man's  faults.  Interested  as  ha  ac- 
knowledged himself  to  have  been  in  the 
young  man's  welfare,  and  knowing  the  re- 
spectability of  his  ftimilv,  still  his  reply 
was,  that  it  was  impos«ible  for  the  young 
man  to  remain  in  his  ship;  such  an  ex- 
ample to  others  would  be  most  prejudicial ; 
but  he  would  allow  him  (Mr.  Elton)  to 
join  any  other  ship  if  he  could  find  a  cap* 
tain  who  was  willing,  after  being  told  of 
his  having  deserted,  and  of  his  general 
conduct,  to  take  him.  Captain  Barnard 
agreed  to  take  Mr.  Elton  into  the  Cam. 
bndge  being  acquainted  with  the  reasons 
for  his  quitting  the  Thunderer ;  but  he  at 
the  same  time  said  to  Captain  Bar- 
nard, "  Although  the  certificate  he  was 
about  to  give  to  Mr.  Elton  was  merely 
an  official  document  to  carry  him  throu^ 
his  time  in  the  Thunderer,  yet  he  would 
not  give  the  certificate  to  Mr.  Elton, 
but  would  give  it  to  Captain  Barnard, 
who  should  retain  it  for  twelve  months; 
and  if,  at  the  end  of  that  time.  Captain 
Barnard  should  approve  of  Mr.  Elton's 
conduct,  he  was  then  at  liberty  to  give 
the  certificate  to  him.**  Under  all  the 
circumstances,  he  (Captain  Berkeley)  felt, 
that  the  clemency  be  had  shown  to* 
wards  Mr.  Elton  had  been  most  in- 
cautiously exercised.  If  be  had  not 
shown  that  clemency,  he  might  have 
escaped  the  animadversions  that  had  been 
passed  upon  him,  and  he  should  not  now 
have  had  occasion  to  trouble  the  House 
upon  the  subject.  Then,  with  respect  to 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Elton  towards  Captain 
Williams,  on  board  the  Cambridge.  In  the 
first  place.  Captain  Williams's  ship  (being 
a  steamer)  might  have  been  four  or  five 
miles  dbtant  from  the  Cambridge,  which 
was  a  line-of-battle  ship.  While  on  board, 
Mr.  Elton,  a  subaltern,  took  upon  himself 
to  ask  Captain  Williams  the  useof  hb  boat. 
Now  ihia  was  of  itself  one  of  the  greatest 

Eieces  of  impertinence  that  a  mate  could 
ave  been  guilty  of  towards  a  Captain ; 
and  when  it  was  considered  that  Captain 
Williams  knew  the  whole  of  Mr.  Elton's 
previous  conduct,  the  ofiTensiveness  of  the 
act  was  considerably  aggravated.  He 
would  appeal  to  any  hon.  Member  in  the 
House  belonging  to  the  army  upon  this 
subject.     It  was  a  fact  thoroughly  wtU 
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known  that  a  naval  captain's  boat  wat  of  on 
mach  iin]ioriBDce  tu  him,  when  waiting  I)* 
the  aide  nf  ■  shl]),  ai  tlie  Duke  of  ^^'«^■ 
lington'i  charger  was  tu  hia  Grace  when 
■taniling  at  hi*  door.  And  for  a  juoior 
olficpr  ia  the  navy  to  aNk  a  captain  Ia  he 
iwrmitlei)  to  uwliis  boat  woiilil  hare  lx«ii 
no  more  jufitifiabic  tban  fur  a  junior  uHicci 
iit  the  army  to  ask  tlic  Duke  iif  Wcllinfiton 
l»  lend  him  hi:*  charger  to  riile  fire  mtlca. 
(Thp  hou.  Member  for  Rje  rrie<I  "  Ilnir, 
Arwr."]  Thehon.  Member  might  not  iin- 
(lentand  the  nature  of  the  at-rrice,  but 
Mr.  KltMi  did.  lie  knew  that  mi  mm- 
niander,  no  lieutenant,  »ould  have  asked 
Captain  Wllliama  fur  the  uie  of  hi>  boat. 
That  wai  the  etiquette.  The  eti(|uette 
might  be  wrong;  but  the  lion.  Member 
might  not  be  aware  that  there  might  have 
been  fire  or  lix  men  em|ilnyr<I  in  thai 
bnat,  for  many  hour*,  by  the  captain.  lie 
miffht  not  know  that  the  captain  might  not 
cbofine  to  hare  ihote  men  employed  in 
raving  the  bnat  four  or  fire  mile*  to  the 
ahnre,  and  four  or  fire  mi)e«  bai-k  again,  t<i 
please  a  lubaltern ;  he  might  not  choose 
ibat  his  men  ahould  go  on  shore,  and  into 
a  town,  where  lii|uor  might  be  had  in 
plenty.  All  these  thing*  might  not  be 
known  to  thehon.  Gentleman  ;  they  might 
not  he  known  to  ciriliani,  but  they  were 
well  known  to  offircm  in  the  nary ;  and 
therefore  it  wat,  that  ihey  did  not  blame, 
in  the  wholesale  manner  in  which  the 
hon.  Member  Kir  Rye  had  done,  thime  who 
took  ihe  part  of  Captain  William*  at  the 
cmirt-msriial.  lie  might  hare  K'me 
farther,  and  *aid,  that  if  they  had  taken 
Captain  William*'<i  boat  to  the  shiire— 
that  if  the  boat  w>*  what  was  calleil 
"  down  in  the  water,"  a  wnltJi  mo<t  hare 


lained  up  in  order  1»  hi-iit  up  (be  boat. 
All  these  circumirann-s  l^ken  into  cnnti- 
deraiiiiu.  he  nin*idere<l  the  ci)ndurl  »r 
Captain  Williams  In  hare  been  perfceily 
pniper,  who,  on  receipt  of  Mr.  Klton's 
note,  said,  "  Tell  him  there  is  no  antwer." 
And  upon  hia  honour  and  wonl,  if  Mr. 
IUti<n,  knowing  a*  he  did  that  yoting 
man's  charvler,  b.i  Captain  Williams  al<» 
knew  11,  had  asked  him  for  the  use  of 
his  bnat,  he  should  hare  sent  for  him,  and 
bad  him  up  on  ihc  uuaricr  deck,  and  have 
reprinaodcal  him  fur  his  impertinence, 
["//mr,  Aear  .'"3  Hon.  Cicnileinen  might 
say  "hear,  hear,'  and  might  think  him  to 
be  Uking  harsh  language.  Itui,  thank 
tiral,  he  had  been  briHixhl  up  in  a  m-IiohI 
itt  strict  discipliue,  and  lie  wa*  prixtd  to 
say,  that  be  had  never  yet  left  ■  ship  wjih- 1 


out  liie  hearty  cheers  of  the  crew,  and  he 
might  say,  without  blessings  being  poured 
upon  his  liead  by  ercry  man  and  officer  on 
board,  Ifthe  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Mem- 
ber for  ityc,  wished  to  be  convinced  of  thia, 
let  him  a$k  those  who  were  connected  with 
the  ship  which  he  (('aptain  Berkeley) 
lately  commande<I,  and  wlicrc  he  waa 
supjtosed  to  exercise  such  harshnesa; 
let  him  inijuire  what  was  the  scene 
which  look  |>l3ce  at  Gibraltar,  when  he 
gave  up  the  command  of  that  ihip  to 
which  the  ban.  Gentleman  had  so  often 
and  so  poinleilly  alluded — the  Thunderer. 
He  iM-lievci)  that  he  had  now  said  enough 
on  this  subject)— he  certainlr  had  said 
enough  l«  prove  that  Mr.  Eltun  wat  a 
dangerous  oiaracter  to  be  in  the  nary  ; 
he  thought  he  had  also  said  enough  to 
prove  (hat  Captain  Williams  was  per- 
fectly right  in  refusing  to  answer  an  ap- 
nlicaiioi)  from  Mr.  LFton,  which,  if  it 
hud  been  stringently  construed,  might 
have  been  treated  as  u  very  serious  act 
of  I  DsubonI  illation  ;  and  ne  certainly 
thought  he  had  said  quite  enough  In 
kliow,  that  the  court-martial  waa  right 
in  the  sentence  they  had  pronounced. 
IIefi>n-  he  sat  down,  he  begged  leave  to 
tell  ihe  hon.  Gentleman,  tlie  Member 
for  Itye.  that  he  did  not  bcliere  that 
there  was  any  tribunal  where  more  justice 
was  done,  or  more  leniency  shown,  than  in 
a  naval  court-martial,  and  that  the  prae* 
li(V  invariably  was,  when  a  person  was 
M-at  to  he  IrictI  before  a  naval  c<Mirt-mar> 
tial,  to  take  the  prerion*  i  hararter  of  the 
individual  intoiiinsidcration,  and  to  give  it 
its  due  ami  pniper  wi-tght. 

Oaptaio  /?'>■!  taid  there  was  a  great 
difTercnce  Itelween  the  hon.  .Member  for 
live  and  biinteir  upon  the  tulMcct,  and  he 
had  iiu  doubt  when  the  hon.  Member  had 
commanded  a  ship  at  Ion;  as  he  (the  hon. 
Mi-mber)  bad,  be  wunld  be  a  better  and 
probably  u  witer  man.  Captain  Wdliams 
kni'W  ibat  Kllon  was  a  diicurded  midship, 
mat)  f(o>n  the  Thunderer,  and  therefore. 
Tor  Elton  to  aik  Capiam  Willlarai  for  the 
nie  of  hit  boat  wat  a  prcat  piece  of  im- 
periinFiice.  which  he  never  could  have 
tin  guilty  of.  What  liappened?  An 
[iclucy  wat  dictated  to  Mr.  Ellun  by  two 
uperi'jf  iilhccit,  who  would  never  have 
i-cummendtil  him  to  have  signed  what 
hey  would  not  have  signed  themselves: 
but  KItun  rtfufrd  to  si.;n  it — he,  a  young 
i^hlei  h,  refuttil  to  do  to.  Some 
lime  after,  indeed,  be  sent  llw  apology, 
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but  it  wai  then  too  Ute.  A  court-martial 
took  place ;  it  sentenced  him  to  dismissal 
from  the  service,  and  to  six  months'  im- 
prisonment. If  the  young  man  had  been 
in  the  French  or  American  service,  he 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  consi- 
dered in  the  light  of  a  felon,  for  it  would 
have  been  regarded  in  those  services  as  a 
very  grave  oflfence.  Well,  this  young  offi- 
cer being  about  to  be  discharged,  was 
considered  by  himself  and  others  as  an 
ovation,  if  not  a  triumph.  If  he  bad  been 
on  the  court-martial,  he  would,  for  that 
offence  alone,  have  sentenced  him  to  six 
months'  imprisonment  in  some  prison  in 
England.  Then  as  to  his  conduct  towards 
Captain  Lawrence,  what  happened  ?  Being 
a  prisoner,  Elton  came  on  board  in  plain 
clothes,  and  walked  on  the  quarter-deck. 
Captain  Lawrence  saw  him  in  familiar 
conversation  with  one  of  his  officers.  Cap- 
tain Lawrence  reprimanded  his  own  officer 
for  holding  intercourse  with  Elton,  and 
most  justly  so  ;  saying  that  he  was  a  dis- 
grace to  the  service.  What  was  the  be- 
haviour of  this  youth  ?  He  a  boy  of  eigh- 
teen, said  to  a  man  of  sixty,  "  You  tell 
a  lie;  you  are  a  liar."  If  he  had  been  in 
Captain  Lawrence's  position,  he  would 
have  put  Mr.  Elton,  with  both  legs  in  irons, 
and  have  put  a  gag  in  his  mouth.  He 
knew  nothing  of  Mr.  Elton ;  he  did  not 
care  about  Mr.  Elton  :  it  was  a  case  where 
the  discipline  of  the  service  was  con- 
cerned; and  he  felt  that  the  service 
would  come  to  ruin,  if,  when  a  young 
man  called  a  captain  a  liar,  and  a  court- 
martial  sentenced  him  to  six  months'  im- 
prisonment, the  Admiralty  remitted  five 
months  out  of  that  six.  Was  that  disci- 
pline ?  If  any  seaman  had  done  what 
young  Elton  had  done,  he  would  have 
been  hanged.  If  this  was  to  be  the  state 
of  the  service,  then  he  would  at  once  say 
that  the  service  was  going  to  the  dogs. 
Either  the  gallant  admiral  (Sir  G.  Cock- 
burn)  had  stultified  the  officers  who  sat  on 
the  court-martial,  or  he  had  stulti6ed  the 
Admiralty.  If  the  court-martial  was  right, 
why,  when  the  young  man  had  doubled 
his  crime,  was  his  sentence  remitted  ?  Be- 
cause, said  the  hon.  Member  for  Rye,  he 
was  a  member  of  an  old  and  honourable 
family.  He  would  say,  so  much  the  worse. 
He  would  have  given  him  ten  times  as 
much  punishment.  Why  was  Mr.  Elton 
to  be  the  first  to  disgrace  his  family.  Had 
this  Elton  been  one  of  his  nearest  and 
dearest  relations,  he  would   rather  have 
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lost  his  right  hand  than  have  gone  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  have  asked  the  remittance 
of  one  day  of  his  sentence.  This  he  said 
for  the  sake  of  the  service.  He  would 
have  said  to  him,  ''  You  have  behaved 
like  a  madman  and  like  a  fool ;  go  to  prison 
for  six  months,  and  thank  God  it  is  no 
worse;  go  to  prison  ;  improve  your  mind, 
and  you  will  come  out  a  belter  and  a 
wiser  man."  He  would  say,  in  the  words 
of  Horace — 

"  Ira  furor  brevis  est.    Animum  rege,  qui  nisi 
paret, 
Iroperat;    hunc  frsnis,  banc  tu  compesce 
catenft." 

Captain  Pechell  wished  to  have  some 
explanation  as  to  the  operation  of  the 
act  for  the  registration  of  merchant  sea- 
men. He  understood  that  the  registration 
office  was  of  no  use  or  importance.  When 
apprentices  were  bound  to  merchant  ships 
it  was  the  prerogative  of  the  Admiralty,  if 
any  frauds  were  discovered  in  the  inden- 
tures, to  enlist  them  in  the  Navy.  Officers 
were,  therefore,  appointed  at  the  different 
rendezvous  to  enter  the  apprentices,  and 
if  the  slightest  fraud  was  found  to  exist  in 
their  indentures,  they  were  taken  out  of 
the  n^erchant  ship,  to  the  great  distress 
of  the  owners,  before  the  voyage  was  com- 
pleted. It  was  not  a  proper  policy  in  any 
way  to  distress  the  merchant  marine,  and 
that  it  so  was  considered  appeared  from 
the  fact  of  pensioners  of  the  navy  being 
excused  from  serving,  because  they  were 
allowed  to  enter  the  merchant  service  for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging  it,  and  con- 
tributing to  man  it.  He  knew  that  ap- 
prentices had  been  taken  from  trading 
vessels  at  Shoreham. 

Sir  Sidney  Herbert  said,  that  the  strict- 
est orders  had  been  given  by  the  Admu 
ralty  not  to  interfere  with  the  merchant 
service ;  and  if  an  apprentice  deserted  to 
the  Queen's  service,  and  was  claimed  by 
bis  master,  he  was  always  discharged  from 
the  Queen's  service.  In  one  instance  it 
was  true  an  apprentice  had  left  the  mer- 
chant service  for  the  Queen's ;  and  upon 
his  being  claimed  by  his  master,  the  in- 
dentures were  produced,  and  found  to  be 
invalid.  No  advantage  was  taken  of  that ; 
but  the  young  man,  being  of  age,  posi- 
tively refused  to  go  back,  and  his  master 
knowing  that  the  indentures  were  invalid, 
declined  taking  him  before  a  magistrate. 
No  blame,  he  thought,  could  attach  to 
the  Queen's  service  under  such  circum- 
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Btinces.  He  would  now  gpTC  to  the  Houie 
tome  inrormitioD  showing  the   beneficial 
o|>oratton  of  the   act   of  hit   right   hon. 
Friend    for   the    registration   of  seamen. 
Since    the   passing  of  that  act   in    1S36 
there  had  been  an  increase  in  the  Queen's 
service  of  1.0,000  men,  and  in  the  mer- 
chant service   of  30,000   men  :    making 
a  total  of  about  46,000  men,  that  return 
excluded  the   last  year,  in  which   it  was 
supposed  that  the  numbers  had  increased 
in  about  (he  same  rate  as  during  the  year 
before,    when   there   was  an  increase    of 
10,000  men.     The  wages  of  seamen  had 
risen  *20  per  cent.     The  apprentices  who 
had  entered  since  that  act  were,  in  addi- 
tion to  50.000,  the  number  at  that  timi* 
upwards  of  39,000;    so  that  there  was 
tinder  that  act  a  steady   supply  for  the 
merchant  service,  and  of  course  fnr  the 
Queen's  service.     The   whole  number  of 
registered  seamen  at  present  was 'i/iH.OOO  : 
and  ihrre  were,  t>esides  them,  enxaged  in 
boat-craft,  and  using  vessels  not  licensed, 
alx>ut    180,000  men.     It  had   l>een  said 
that  the  introduction  of  steamers  would 
diminish   the  use  of  sailing  vessels,  and, 
consequently,  the  demand  for  a  supply  ol 
aeamrn :  but  since  1H14  there  had  btrii 
an  increase  of  934  steamers,  and  bj  the 
side   of  that    a    concurrent   increase   of 
3,610  sailing  vessels,   thr  total   increase 
of  vessels  being  thus  4,r>44.    There  were, 
however,  unquestionably  obiections  to  the 
register    established    by    that    act ;    for 
there  was   no  register  of   what   numt>er 
of  mr-n  dii*d,  or   what  number  deserted. 
[Mr.    C.  Wood  asked    the  toUl  number 
of  registered   stamen   in    France    at    the 
present    moment  ?]        The    total    num- 
l>€r   app<-ared    to   be    9^,700,    including 
men  from  eighteen  years  old  to  lifiy,  and 
of  the  moutset,  or   boys,   31,000;    then! 
they  deducted    one-twelfih   for  sickness.  ■ 
and'  10,000  as  deserters,  making  the  net  | 
total  of  about  70,000;  and  the  gross  lolulof  i 
the  French  navy  lest  by  5,000  than  it  was  ' 
in    17V*5.     Now,   to   show  to  the  llousi-  « 
how  completely  the  French  merchant  scr-  | 
irice  had  been  drained  to  supply  its  na%T.  i 
he  could  inform  the   House  that  it  was 
stated  by  panics  engaged  m  the  French 
tishrries,  that  in  consequence  of  the  num- 
ber of  |iertoni  taken   by  ioiprrsfmeni  a 
great  number  of  their  ships  were  Ui«l  up 
OH  the  coast,  liecause  ihev  wrre  unjbte  (u 
man  them ;  and  that  so  far  from  a  t;ff «t 
navy  fostering  and  encouraging  the  nier- 
cbiot  service,  it  vmi  hkc  kdling  tbcgooae, 


which  laid  the  golden  egg ;  it  had  neariy 
destroyed  the  merchant  service ;  and  for 
supplying  the  navy  itself,  recourse  was 
obliged  to  be  had  to  the  military  coo- 
scripts.  It  appeared  from  the  report  of 
the  American  minister  of  the  navy,  that 
there  the  same  difficulties  eiisted,  and 
that  their  plan  of  getting  apprentices  from 
the  interior  had  not  had  the  effect  of 
afTurdinc:  them  a  good  and  steady  sup- 
|*ly.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  since  last 
September,  we  had  fitted  out  fifty-four 
sail  of  one  sort  and  another,  all  fully 
manned,  and  now  either  gone  to  their 
stations, or  at  Spithead,  ready  to  sail.  An 
esample  of  the  increased  rapidity  with 
which  vessels  were  now  fitted  out,  was 
given  in  the  case  of  the  Agiocourt,  which 
had  t)een  fitted  out  in  fifteen  days. 

Sir  C  S'apier  was  very  glad  to  hear 
that  no  difficulty  had  bttn  experienced  in 
manning  fifty- four  ships,  which  the  pre- 
sent Cwovrrnment  had  put  in  commission 
since  Seplcmtter  last.  [Sir  S.  Herbert : 
Theprestfot  f  lovtrumcnt  found  the  ships  in 
com  mission.!  He  wished  to  be  informe<l 
how  many  »nips  had  l)een  put  into  com- 
mission since  th«9  hon.  Member  came  into 
office.  He  adniitti*d  I  lie  eicellenrc  of  the 
registration  system  introduci-d  by  the  right 
hon.  baronet  (Sir  J.  (traham);  it  did 
great  credit  to  its  author,  and  would  bt  of 
essential  service  to  the  navy.  In  general, 
merchant  seamen  had  great  reluctance  lo 
enter  the  royal  navy,  but,  he  l>elieved,  the 
feeling  was  decreasing,  an<l  that  in  this 
re<pcct  registration  was  useful.  It  would, 
however,  be  an  improvement,  if  every  sea- 
man were  furnished  with  a  copy  of  hia 
register,  which  he  might  produce  when 
necessary  ;  at  present,  if  a  seaman  were 
regisiere«l  at  l.iver|KHjl.  he  might  proceed 
u|K)n  a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies,  return 
to  liristol,  and  again  be  registered  there. 
Ihus  many  might  be  registered  twice 
over,  and  as  hm;;  as  this  was  the  case,  the 
number  could  not  l>e  accurately  ascer- 
tained, lie  would  recommend  to  the 
Admiralty,  that  ditTerent  pUces  in  the 
dockyards,  such  as  to|ie-makers,  car- 
penters, smiths  saiUmakera,  Stc,  should 
be  tilled  by  men  who  could  be  well  recom- 
mended  from  diflVrenl  »hi|ia.  .Such  was 
not  thr  case  at  f>resent,  and  lie  tielieved 
ihat  theri  iira«  a  giiod  deal  of  jublNng  in 
the  di>cky.ird  ap|Hiinifiients,  to  the  neglect 
of  till*  cUims  of  the  navy.  The  navy 
oueht  til  lie  4  ttrpping-stone  lo  the  dock, 
yaid ;  then  mcu  would  be  glad  tiiougb  to 
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come  into  the  semce.  The  reuon  wat, 
ibkt  the  geottemiD  on  the  Tminry  Bench 
docked  all  iboee  appointment).  Six  thou- 
■and  a-jear  waa  apent  for  meaten^n: 
now  waa  there  om  old  (oldier,  aailor,  or 
marine  who  got  any  of  that  6,000/.  He 
would  mention  a  caae  merely  by  way  or 
illuitratioD.  The  office  of  head-porier  at 
the  Admirally  became  racant,  and  he  had 
atked  the  aecond  porter  whether  he  waa 
likely   to   obtain   the   place.     "  No,   Sir, 
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whoae  character  waa  m  well  and  ao  widely 
knows,  the  House  would  be  aurpriaed  to 
hear,  only  obtained  a  lalary  of  500/.  a  year; 
It  waa  true  that  he  waa  allowed  300/.  a 
year  additional  for  a  bouae,  but  atill  the 
reward  waa  very  inadequate  to  the  duty. 
Junior  ofticen  in  other  departmenta  were 
paid  800/.  per  annum,  beaidea  being  pro- 
rided  with  reaidencea.  [Captain  PeehtU, 
the  hydrngrapher  of  the  nary,  has  alto  hia 
half-pay.]     The  Lorda  of  the  Admiralty 


(waa  the  aniwer),  for  I  have  no  inlereil  '  ^^  »lw  tl"*''  half-P«y.     He  wiahed  the 
with  the  first  Lord."     On  inquiring  who  |  Houae  to  compare  the  hydrographical  dgH 


was  likely  to  be  appointed,  the  reply  of 
the  aecond  porter  waa,  that  he  beliered  it 
would  be  given  to  Lord  Duncannon's  bai- 
ler, who  had  for  some  time  kept  company 
with  Lady  Minto'a  maid.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  proceeded  to  remark  upon 
the  fact  that  of  the  firtt  200  capiaini  on 
the  lilt  serenty-aix  were  above  seventy 
year*  old,  forty-nine  between  lixly-five 
and  acTenly,  sixty-tiz  between  lifly-five  and 
aixly-GTe,  and  only  nine  of  lei*  age  than 
finv-Gve  yean.  It  only  10,000/.  were 
added  la  the  eatimates,  ihis  evil  might  be 
removed  ;  and  he  was  confident  that  the 
country  and  the  other  branches  of  the 
public  service  would  not  grudge  the  money. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

The  next  vote  proposed  was  for  the 
grant  of  34,982/.  for  the  scientific  depart- 
ment of  the  Toya)  navy, 

Mr.  Cowper  put  a  question  respecting 
the  admission  of  government  inspectors 
into  the  schools  of  Greenwich  Hospital. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  they  would  be 
allowed  to  examine  the  state  of  the  acbools 
aa  formerly,  and  whether  the  regulations 
bilbetto  existing  in  those  establish  men  t« 
would  be  preserved  ? 

Sir  Sidney  Herberl  answered,  that  the 
preaent  Board  of  Admiralty  had  paid 


due  attention   to   the  important  subject,  |  jg|a„jg  ^„  ^^^  inconsistent  with  the  ob- 


partment  of  the  navy  in  this  country  with 
that  in  France,  where  the  building  aet 
apart  to  it  was  aa  large  aa  the  whole  ^  oar 
Admiralty.  The  hon.  Hember  for  Halt- 
fax,  on  a  former  night,  had  made  a  self- 
congratulatory  apeech,  in  which  he  had 
taken  credit  to  himself  and  hia  friends,  for 
the  preaent  condition  of  the  nary  in  ibis 
kingdom,  when,  in  fact,  its  improved 
■tate  oT  efficiency  was  in  a  great  da. 
gree  owing  to  the  suggestions  which 
had  been  published  in  the  letters  of 
a  flag-officer.  Before  he  aat  down,  he 
would  say  a  few  words  with  reference  to 
the  Weat-India  mail  steamera.  This  line 
of  comnunicatioa  bad  been  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member  aa  if  it  waa  aatisfactorily 
arranged  ;  but  be  begged  leave  to  caution 
the  Oovemmmt  agsinat  putting  any  bilh 
in  the  arranoemeota  nade,  eitber  witb  re- 
gaid  to  the  liiw  chalked  out  for  tbe  reeaak 
to  take,  or  the  time  in  which  they  vere 
intended  to  perfinrm  their  work.  He  had 
made  inqninea,  and  he  bund  that  they 
could  not  follow  the  track  marked  out 
for  them,  and  that  tbey  would  be 
unaUe  to  perform  their  present  uoder- 
taking  unleaa  the  Government  oune  for- 
ward to  give  them  much  larger  auma  of 
money  than  they  were  now  paid.  The 
>f   the   vcasels   plying   between   the 


and  added,  that  the  annual  Inipecti 
would  take  place  as  uaual.  Some  modifi- 
cationa  in  matters  of  detail  had  been 
inlrodnced;  but  the  system  of  instruction 
for  the  boys  woold  be  continued  as  at 
preaeaL  The  discipline  had  been  found 
rather  defective,  and  that  iocreaied  autho- 
rity would  be  given  to  the  raaatera. 

C'aptain  FUxrtm  rose  to  expreaa  an  ear- 
neat  wish  that  a  larger  sum  should  be  de- 
voted to  the  acientific  department  of  the 
nary.  He  believed  that  the  case  was  dif- 
ferent abroad ;  but  at  hii«ne  the  iiAicers 
•f  the  hydrographical  department  were 
■xoMdingty    ill-paid.    Captain    Beaufort, 


ject  to  which  they  were  devoted.  Their 
siie  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  of  the 
vessels  on  the  line  out  and  home  from  and 
to  England ;  he  knew  that  they  had  been 
required  to  be  of  that  sise,  with  a  view  to 
their  carrying  guns  in  case  of  need ;  but 
they  were  now  found  to  be  unfit  for  that 
purpose,  and  too  large  for  the  business 
ia  which  they  were  engaged. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  said,  that  with  regard  to 
tlic  hydrographer,  all  he  could  say  waa, 
tliat  he  waa  moat  happy  on  Ibis,  aa  on 
evtry  other  occasion,  to  bear  hia  testimony 
tn  the  great  merit  of  that  officer.  He  waa 
aware  hnw  confined  the  space  waa  to  which 
H2 
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that  Gentleman  was  confined  in  the  dif* 
charge  of  bin  duties,  but  he  was  also  aware 
how  impiMsible  it  was,  in  the  present  state 
ofth«*  AdmiraltVp  to  afford  him  increased 
arrommmlation.  With  regard  to  the  other 
observations  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber, h(*  hardly  thought,  that  the  discussion 
of  a  votf*  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses 
of  the  hydrographical  department  of  the 
navy  atfunled  a  very  fariKirable  op)M>rtunity 
for  reference  to  what  he  had  baid  on  ano- 
ther evening  upon  (»ther  subjects  ;  but  he 
omld  twi  help  referring  to  a  statemeul  of 
the  hoii.  and  gallant  Officvr  with  rvb|M*ct  to 
the  Mippoted  influence  which  the  recom- 
mendations of  a  flag- officer  had  hail  up<m 
the  late  nary  board.  He  would  take  If-are 
to  observe  on  this  point,  that  the  sug- 
gestions of  a  flag-officer  were  made  in  the 
year  1838.  while  the  improvements  in  the 
navy  for  which  credit  was  claimed  to  him, 
had'bcen  made  in  the  previous  years,  1 83ti 
and  1837.  He  could  hardly  sre,  therefore, 
how  the  hon.  and  gallant  Memlier  could 
reomcile  his  argument  with  this  fai*t. 
With  reference  to  the  statements  maile  by 
the  flag-officer,  he  would  now  repeat  what 
he  had  said  upon  a  former  occasion,  that 
statements  so  inaccurate  as  those  adrantTil 
by  him  it  had  never  fallen  to  his  lot  to  c»b. 
serve ;  and  that  the  inaccuracies  were  the 
less  excusable  because  they  might  have 
been  avoided  by  reference  to  documents 
open  to  him  and  the  world.  He  could  not 
help  observing,  that  the  same  means  of  in- 
formati«in  were  c»pen  to  the  hon.  and  gaU 
lant  Member,  as  well  as  the  report  of  what 
had  fallen  from  bim  u|ion  a  former  <M-ca- 
sion,  if  be  hsd  chosen  to  take  the  trcuililc 
to  refer  to  them.  He  hhould  not  now  say 
any  thin '4  upon  the  subjert  of  the  rarkit 
boats  to  the  West  Indies,  but  should  ilffrr 
the  discussion  of  that  subject  until  the  vnte 
was  proposed. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

On  the  proposal  of  a  vote  of  1*24,44'.!/. 
for  the  Mlaries  i»f  officers  and  the  ex|)en«es 
of  the  naval  establinhnM'nl  at  home, 

.Mr.  (\  ironr/  begged  to  call  the  atten- 
tion Iff  the  officrrs  of  the  ^Mivernmeut  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Klliott.  «ho.  bv  the  altera- 
tion  of  the  trans|wirt  service,  had  Ijeen  de- 
prive«l  of  a  situation  of  .'lOil/.  a- year,  to 
which  he  bad  been  recently  appointed,  and 
which  he  hail  taken  at  considerable  tx- 
peniie  to  himself.  He  veuffurc«l  to  express 
•A  hope,  that  in  the  event  of  a  fair  i»fi|ii<r* 
tunity  presenting  itself,  the  eu-ertlingly 
Meritor iiMis  ■rrrii'rs  of  this  officer,  whohjd 
not  coaline«l  bis  caertiuns  tu  the  particular 


department  of  the  navy  to  which  he  was 
attached,  but  bad  frequently  volunteered 
into  services  of  considerable  risk  and  dan- 
ger, would  not  be  overlooked. 

Sir  f  j.  (Mckburn  said,  that  the  case  of 
the  gentleman  in  question  would  not  be 
overlooked,  but  was  already  under  the  no* 
tire  of  the  Admiralty. 

\''otc  agreed  to. 

The  question  that  r)(i7,027/.  be  granted 
for  the  fiay  nient  of  wages  of  artificers  in  the 
naval  establishment  at  home, 

Mr.  (\  IVowl  lieuge<l  to  inquire  what 
steps  had  been  taken  with  regard  to  the 
abolition  or  retention  of  flrst-class  men  in 
the  dockyards?  It  was  a  subject  which 
had  been  considerably  agitated,  and  his 
own  opinion  was  rather  in  favour  of  the 
continuance  of  the  existing  plan. 

Sir  G.  Cockhurn  said,  that  the  subject 
was  one  upon  which  various  opinions  were 
entertained ;  and  two  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty  were  about  to  proceed  upon  an  in* 
quiry  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  taken* 

Mr.  Tuff nf It  inquired,  whether  there 
was  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  B.iard 
of  Admiralty  of  raising  the  pensions  of  the 
ropemakers  in  the  dockyard  to  an  equality 
with  those  of  the  shipwrights,  as  had  been 
lately  done  in  the  case  of  the  caulkers? 
The  ropemakers  were  a  most  zealous  and 
blmrious  body  of  men,  and  deserved  every 
consideration. 

Sir  (t.  Cockhurn  replied,  that  the  quee- 
tion  was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Admiralty. 

Mr.  TuffmtU  begged  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  .\dmiratty  whether  any  steps 
were  in  contemplation  to  establisli  schoids 
in  the  dockyarus  for  the  apprentices  and 
sons  iif  artificers  }  The  late  Hoard  of  Ad- 
miralty had,  he  understood,  made  arrange- 
ments to  cirry  this  scheme  into  execution, 
and  the  artificers  of  the  yard,  than  whom 
a  more  meritorious  claM  of  public  servants 
ciMild  not  lie  fi»und,  had  Urn  IlmI  to  expert, 
that  a  privilege  of  this  nature  might  be 
granted  to  them.  He  trusted,  that  this 
e«|iectatiiHi  might  not  be  diftapp<»inted. 

Sir  Suintf§  Urrhrrt  replied  that  the 
measure  alliide<l  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
W.14  likely  to  be  carried  into  elTect. 

N'tKe  agreeil  to. 

On  the  question  that  1.2ii3,73.'i/.  for 
naval  stores,  machiner)*,  building  and 
repairing  sturv-houses.  being  proposed, 

hr.  lUiwrimg  thfught  that  thequestifm 
of  the  naval  f4on-»  i»f  this  count r)*  was  io 
a  %ery  unsaiisfarti»ry  state,  and  that  the 
amde  in  which  these  viKes  were  proposed. 
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embodying  in  one  line  a  vote  of  so  large  a 
Bum  as  was  in  this  case  demanded  by  the 
Government  without  any  more  minute  ex- 
planation than  was  afforded  by  the  general 
deacriptioo  of  its  purpose,  was  extremely 
inconvenient.  With  regard  to  the  naval 
stores,  he  believed  that  if  an  account  were 
required  of  them,  none  could  be  given ; 
but  he  thought  that  it  was  a  subject  upon 
which  the  House  ought  to  be  fiirnisned 
with  some  information. 

Sir  James  Graham  beffged  to  assure  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  heTTboured  under  an 
erroneous  impression  if  he  believed  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  naval  ad. 
ministration  of  the  country  to  render  a 
most    accurate  statement    of   the  exact 

Stition  of  the  naval  stores  of  the  country, 
e  held  in  his  hand  an  aggregate  state- 
ment of  the  quantities  of  all  the  principal 
articles  from  tne  year  1829  to  1841,  and 
he  had  received  that  statement  in  conse- 
quence of  a  statement  which  had  been 
made  upon  a  former  evening.  It  was 
true  that  that  account  had  not  been  laid 
before  the  House  by  the  Government,  but 
he  thought  that  they  had  exercised  a 
wise  discretion  in  abstaining  from  doing 
80.  First,  it  would  be  observed  that  great 
inconvenience  might  arise  from  the  pro- 
duction of  such  a  statement,  the  purchase 
of  naval  stores  being  effected  by  tender 
and  contract ;  and,  secondly,  he  did  not 
think  that  the  condition  of  the  public 
stores  ought  to  be  disclosed  even  during 
the  time  of  peace.  For  these  reasons,  he 
thought  that  the  House  could  not  com. 
plain  of  the  absence  of  information  on  this 
point. 

Dr.  Bowring  inquired  when  an  account 
had  been  last  taken  of  the  stores  ? 

Sir  J.  Graham:  In  1841. 

Captain  Pechell  inquired  on  what 
grounds  a  naval  officer  superintending  the 
dock.yard  at  Deal,  had  been  removed,  and 
his  duties  left  to  be  performed  by  a  clerk 
in  charge. 

Sir  G.  Cockhum  said,  the  duties  did  not 
require  a  naval  officer,  and  were  efficiently 
performed  by  the  clerk. 

Sir  Thomas  Troubridge  could  not  agree 
with  the  gallant  Adminl  that  the  duties 
were  properly  performed  by  a  clerk.  It 
was  necessary  to  carry  out  anchors  and 
hawsers  to  vessels  in  distress,  and  to  attend 
to  the  embarkation  and  debarkation  of 
troops,  and  he  did  not  think  that  a  clerk 
was  a  fit  person  to  perform  such  duties. 

Sir  C.  Napier  said,  that  this  case  really 


required  some  explanation.  Mr.  Elliot 
had  been  removed  from  his  situation  in  tho 
Transport  Department  at  Cove,  and  the 
ground  assigned  was,  that  the  Govern- 
ment considered  it  desirable  to  place  naval 
officers  in  such  situations.  But  here,  in  a 
case  almost  exactly  similar,  they  had 
removed  a  naval  officer,  and  appointed  a 
civilian,  in  direct  violation  of  tneir  own 
principle.  This  really  required  expla- 
nation. 

Vote  agreed  to.    The  House  res  med. 
The  committeo  to  sit  again. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday,  March  8,  1 842. 

MiMUTBA,]    BiLU     Publlc.~-\^    Lou  SodcUcf  {  Rcfulft. 
tion  of  Apprentices;  Van  DIciiien'i  Land. 
CoiMMi/tei.— Ducfay  of  Cornwall. 

PsTiTjONa  PiusBMTCD.  By  Lord  Strallbvd,  and  other 
noble  Lords,  ftom  leveral  Congregations  of  Ireland,  Cor 
Lcgaliilng  certain  Mairiages  by  I>iisentcn.--By  the  Earl 
of  AlbcQuvIe,  from  Norwidi,  and  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 
fttxn  Musselburgh,  and  Wittcnhall,  for  the  Repeal  of  tha 
CorU'lawB.— By  a  noMe  Lord,  Cram  the  Plymouth  Cliam- 
bor  of  Commeroe.  for  the  Amendment  of  those  Laws.— 
By  the  Bishop  of  Exeter,  from  Aughanloo,  for  the  En- 
couragement of  Sdiools  in  connection  with  the  Church 
Education  Society  (Ireland)— By  Lord  Campbell,  tnm 
Trustees  of  a  Charity  School,  TiTcrtoo.  lor  the  greater 
Security  of  Charitable  Property. 

Marriages  (Ireland).]  The  Lord 
Chancellor  said,  he  would  now  roofe  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  law  in  Ire- 
land as  it  related  to  marriages,  with  the 
view  of  providing  some  remedy  for  the 
evils  now  complained  of.  He  thought  it 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  some  such 
measure  should  l>e  devised  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

Lord  Brougham  entirely  concurred  with 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  would  now  suggest  that  the 
Irish  Marriage  Bill  should  be  read  a  second 
time  and  referred  to  the  committee  which 
was  about  to  be  appointed. 

The  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  asked 
whether  it  were  intended  to  refer  the 
Marriage  Bill  to  this  committee. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  thought  it  would 
be  advisable  that  the  bill  should  be  re- 
ferred to  this  committee,  and  that  they 
should,  if  possible,  agree  to  some  ge- 
neral measure  on  the  subject.  It  was  a 
singular  thing  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
that,  with  respect  to  a  contract  so  solemn 
as  that  of  marrisge,  the  law  should  be  lefl 
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more  vague  than  on  almost  any  ulher 
<]ucftUon  whatefcr. 

I^rd  Brougham  suggoslecl,  (hat  the 
committee  should  nicvt  early  on  ThurMlay, 
in  onicr  to  get  through  as  much  of  the 
buiincss  as  ponsible. 

Thu  Lord  Chancellor  concurred  in  this, 
and  named  1 1  o'clock  as  the  hour  at 
which  the  committee  should  meet. 

The  Marquess  of  C7aiiHcar//esaid,  that 
as  the  bill  was  to  have  a  retros|>cclivL' 
efrpcl,   he  should  wish  to  see  it  have  a 


of  Bankrupts  were  jKiid  by  fecic  out  of  the 
Innkriipi's  eHtatc^  until  the  pnu:fu*c  was 
altcrfd  by  the  hill  bruu|(ht  in  for  that  pur- 
itnsc  by  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  (l..ord 
lirougham)  who  then  held  the  (ireat  ^)cal. 
The  expcnites  in  lunacy  cases  were  very 
great,  and  pressed  heavily  un  the  estates  of 
that  unhappy  class  of  persons.  As  illus- 
trations of  the  pressure  of  tlioec  fees,  he 
would  state  the  amount  of  those  received 
by  the  aironiis&icmem  in  a  few  instances. 
In  the  case  of  Ixird  Portsmouth,  which  he 


more  extensive  range.     He  thou^-hl  lh:it    *^"*'^**   *^'"»'    *""*  "?    unusual   one,    and 


evrrylhiiig  |)os8ible  should  bu  dune  to 
pft'Vi-nt  I  he  most  solemn  of  all  contacts 
from  Ik-id;;  set  aside  by  a  (pjibblr. 

Lord  Campbell  expressed  a  hope  that 
lh«-  ronimittec  would  br  able,  with  vtry 
little  delay,  to  prepare  a  prospCLtivi*  uk.i- 
suru  with  respect  to  the  law  of  niarrniges 
in  Ireland. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to 
the  committee. 

AmRNDMENT  AF  THK  I'KOTRF.niNi.s  IN 
L I  *  N  A(  V  ( '  ASfui  .3  The  l^nl  i  'hatn'tllur 
said,  that  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  gave 
last  night,  he  was  ulwut  to  lay  u|niii  the 
Tablu  a  bill  to  ameud  and  impri»ve  the 
l:i\v,  iir  ml  her  the  pftK'ccdingH  in  iiuh-h  of 
lunacy,  and  would  in  u  fi-w  wnnln  iii«!ea- 
vour  t4i  lay  before  their  Lunlships  the 
general  m'o|ic  of  his  bill.  In  ium:*  where 
amendments  like  the  present  were  pro- 
piMixl,  it  was  important  to  euiuidcr  the 
actual  state  of  the  law.  what  were  the 
evils  l4i  be  remedied,  aii«l  what  tla'  nature 
of  the  reme«ly  pro|Nisvd.  As  to  the  stale 
of  the  law  their  l^inUliip  were  aware 
that  then:  were  certain  standing  cimimifk. 
siuiierM  to  whom  (H'titioriH  in  liin.ky  cu-^s 
were  rcfirrol.  Thofte  ciiniuii<Aioncrs  wen' 
men  most  com |ie tent  to  the  divharge  nf 
the  dutiei  ciinfideil  to  thi-m,  but  tht-ir 
jiirivIicliiMi  wa«  liniitcil  to  a  distance  not 
exiieiHn:;  twenlv  inilct  fnmi  the  nutm- 
{■•111.  l»eyond  that  diMjniv  cuniniiM^iiMi^ 
ill  lull. II  y  i.LH^  wrre  lent  In  |H*rv)n%  of 
wIknii  ihe  \ahi\  ('huncillor  hail  nn  knou* 
Icdffi-.  and  whn  hail  lit  lie  or  iw  expcricncr 
i:i  Mull  liilicatc  matlrrs.  and  hciux*  vinic 
linu.^  .iiitvL*  M.-riiMi«  mistaken,  whivh  eo- 
tiAilcd  VL-ry  considerable  eS|H;iLie  on  the 
estates  of  the  lunatics,  lie  would  now 
Kay  a  wunl  a!«  to  how  the  e\)vn«cs  of  ihoMr 
ciininiitsionir^  win*  difravitl.  The  cimi- 
miMiiiiien  were  luiJ  by  fit«,  which  Wirv 
chargtnl  on  the  eAtatf.A  nf  the  unfortun-iU- 
iuuatics.  in  the  sauiv  way  the  Comwissioua 


where  there  were  six  eommissioncrsi  in- 
hteud  of  the  onlinury  numlier  of  three,  tlie 
amount  |)uid  to  those  six  eummissiooers 
wits  1,071/.  Ill  the  ease  of  Mr.  Davis^ 
where  there  were  only  three  commisHioiiera, 
the  amount  which  they  received  in  fees 
was  'MliL  Uhs,  In  the  cum:  of  Taylor  it 
was  also  'Miil.  UU.  ;  and  in  fact  in  this 
I'Mc  the  fees  absorbed  the  whole  of  tlie 
unfortunate  niun's  estate.  In  the  recent 
cane  of  .Mr.  (iuiidrv  the  fees  amounted  to 

m 

*J*Jt)/.,  uiid  in  uiuither  l-osc,  wlik'h  occuncd 
in  the  country,  and  wla're  there  was  only 
one  commijiaitHier,  who  Mat  four  days,  the 
fees  aintjunted  to  75/.  Such  an  amount  of 
lee»  presse«l,  us  he  hod  said,  very  lieavily 
on  the  estate  of  lunatics  ;  mi  much  so  in- 
di-ed,  thai  where  the  estate  won  small  the 
friends  tif  the  lunatic  wen*  afraid  to  apply 
to  the  l^inl  (haiieellort  for  they  were  well 
aware  that  the  ciniM.*(|ueiicc  of  the  lunacy 
aiminissiun  would  be  t4>  consume  the  estate* 
and  the  lunatic  would  lie  left  withtHit 
aiUi|uate  prutcrti«»n  as  in  persuni  and  very 
little  a«  to  pn)|ierty.  Hi;  had  said,  that 
many  of  iho^e  to  wli(»m  itmiinis.Hions  were 
directed  in  the  iiiuntry  were  i|uite  inade* 
•pi.ite  to  the  duties  iIiuh  inifKiscd  on  them  ; 
and  it  often  haii|ieiied  that  conmiasiims 
Were  ipja^hcd  for  irngularity.  A  new 
ixunmlHikifm  was  to  be  i«ucd,  and  thus  the 
expi-nsi*  hail  to  U*  incurrttl  again.  A  case 
of  this  kind  ocrnrrvd  with  res|iert  to  a 
(lervni  nanii*il  Ilolmc*.  The  comiuiittifm 
W.LS  VII t  duwii.  and  ui  Muni  as  it  was  rc- 
tunicti  it  was,  quosheil  for  im-giilarity. 
.\nother  rommi»SKm  was  srnt  down,  and 
thi-  exjicnH*  thii«  tK*casioned  amounted  to 
.'i,*JtM)/ ,  nut  including  the  foes  before  the 
master.  His  noble  ami  learned  Friend 
near  him  would  sec  how  abMiluudy  neces- 
sary it  was,  that  suoic  remedy  should  bo 
<}in,-dily  afvplicd  to  such  evils  as  these.  Tho 
rt*nicily  which  he  |)n»^io«ed  in  the  bill  to  he 
laid  ou  the  TolJe  was,  to  ap|ioint  two  per- 
manent commisaiiincrs  who  would  preaido 
iu  cjjcs  of  lunacy  in  town  and  aIso  in  tbo 
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country.  Thoie  two,  who  would  be  men 
of  ability  and  distinction  at  the  bar,  would 
be  paid,  not  by  fees,  but  by  fixed  salaries ; 
and  then  there  would  be  a  fixed  and 
regular  system  applying  to  all  cases.  But 
this  was  not  all.  At  present  lunacy  cases 
were  decided  by  a  jury  of  twenty-four,  as 
there  must  be  the  assent  of  twelve  at  least 
to  make  the  inquisition,  and  return  their 
verdict.  These  twenty-four  jurors  acted 
in  the  nature  of  a  grand  jury.  They  were 
paid  one  guinea  per  day  each  for  each  day 
the  inquiry  lasted,  and  he  need  not  observe 
that  this  item  of  expenditure  formed  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  the  expense  of 
luuacy  commissions.  In  the  case  of  Lord 
Portsmouth  the  fees  to  the  jury  amounted 
to  410/.  1  Ix. ;  in  the  case  of  Taylor,  whose 
estate  was  a  very  small  one,  to  175/.  In 
the  case  of  Davenport  the  jury  fees  came 
to  315/.  ;  and  in  that  of  Lady  Kirkpatrick 
to  193/.  When  these  were  added  to  the 
very  laroe  amount  paid  to  the  commis- 
sioners, their  Lordships  would  at  once  per- 
ceive the  ruinous  effect  such  a  trial  must 
have  on  a  small  estate  To  diminish  this 
expense  as  far  as  possible  his  bill  proposed 
to  vest  in  the  Chancellor  a  discretionary 
power  to  have  tlie  case  tried,  in  certain 
cases,  with  a  jury  of  twelve,  who  need  not 
be  unanimous  in  their  finding.  This  mea- 
sure, therefore,  would  appoint  two  men  of 
leaniiog  and  distinction  at  the  bar,  who 
would  attend  to  country  as  well  as  town 
cases,  and  it  would  enable  the  Chancellor 
in  specific  cases  to  le«en  the  number  of 
jurymen.  There  was  another  point  on 
which  he  proposed  a  change.  It  was  weU 
known  that  under  the  present  system  after 
the  finding  of  the  iury  and  the  return  of 
the  commissioners  there  were  certain  in- 
quiries to  be  made  at  the  Masters'  offices, 
and  from  information  which  he  had  re- 
ceived on  the  subject  he  learned  that 
sometimes  a  vear  and  a  half  elapsed  from 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  take  care  of 
the  person  and  estate  of  the  lunatic.  In 
one  case  two  years  were  allowed  to  elapse 
before  the  appointment  of  the  committee. 
He  pn^posed  to  remedy  this,  that  the  com- 
misstonen  should  have  power  to  make 
inquiries  as  to  the  estate  and  effects  of  the 
lunatic,  andsudi  other  matters  as  the  Lord 
Chancellor  should  intrust  them  with,  but 
if  any  difficulty  should  arise,  the  case  should 
be  referred  to  the  Master,  as  at  present. 
There  was  another  subject  on  wnich  he 
would  say  a  word.  There  was  an  officer 
b  the  Court  of  Chancery  called  the  Clerk 


of  the  Custodies,  a  very  old  and  patent 
office,  the  occupant  of  which  received  larse 
fees.  In  a  bill  which  had  been  brought  m 
on  a  former  occas'ion  by  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  (Lord  Brougham)  he  tried 
to  abolish  that  office;  but  it  was  found 
that  this  could  not  be  done  till  the  death 
or  resignation  of  its  present  holder.  He 
meant  to  propose,  however,  to  abolish 
the  office,  the  duties  of  which  could 
be  well  performed  by  the  Secretary 
of  Lunatics,  and  he  would  have  the  Clerk  of 
the  Custodies  receive  compensation  out  of 
the  suitors'  fund  in  Chancery,  the  amount 
of  the  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  and  the  Vice-ChanceU 
lor.  There  was  one  other  point  on  which 
he  would  say  a  word.  His  noble  and 
learned  Friend  (Lord  Brougham)  had  ap« 
pointed  visitors  of  lunatics;  those  visitors 
consbtcd  of  medical  men,  accompanied  by 
a  barrister,  and  he  was  happy  to  say,  that 
that  plan  had  worked  admirably  well.  He 
would  propose  to  make  the  two  commia- 
sioners  visitors  ex  officio^  with  power  at 
any  time  to  visit  by  themselves,  or  with 
the  ordinary  visitors,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
it  would  be  productive  of  much  benefit. 
These  were  the  general  outlines  of  his 
bill.  The  details  he  would  reserve  for  the 
committee,  but  in  the  meantime  he  would 
most  ffladly  attend  to  any  sugsestion  of 
his  noble  and  learned  FriendsTby  which 
his  object  misht  be  better  worked  out. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  then  laid  the 
bill  on  the  Table. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  he  should  gladly 
adopt  some  such  measure  as  that  now  pro- 
posed by  his  noble  and  learned  Friend.  In 
the  main  he  concurred  with  him,  but  he 
would  rather  reserve  anything  like  detail 
to  a  future  and  more  convenient  stage. 
He  was  glad  to  know  that  the  system  of 
visiting  had  worked  so  well,  and  that  the 
persons  appointed  to  perform  those  duties 
had  discharged  them  so  faithfully.  He 
had  no  oblection  to  the  abolition  of  the 
office  of  Clerk  of  the  Custodies,  but  that, 
also,  he  would  defer  any  observation  upon 
to  a  future  stage. 

Lord  Coltenham  would  not  then  discuss 
the  details  of  the  measure,  but  if  he  un* 
derstood  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
rightly,  that  his  two  commissioners  were 
to  be  alike  for  town  and  country,  and  were 
to  range  all  over  England,  he  thought 
their  jurisdiction  was  too  extensive,  and 
that  it  would  be  impossible  they  could 
perform  the  duties  required  of  them.  He 
bad  hoped   ratherj  that    hit  noble   and 
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!•  anu-il  Fiii'iiil  woiiM  li:ivi'  aditptiMl  lliu 
])ldn  ('f  fiiuiuliii;;  li*fal  jtiris<lictiriii>  lor 
pMicml  piirpfrTHs,  and  trausfiTrin*;  to  tlmso 
iiin«>ilii'tinii«i,  as  Iir  Inui  prn|N)Si-(l  the  in- 
quiries umlur  country  commissionci?.  With 
nrh|RTt  to  takin;;  u\r»y  the  inquiries  into 
tlie  estate  of  tlie  lunatir,  and  the  nppuint- 
ment  of  the  eommittccs  fnmi  the  Maitter's 
offiiv,  lie  very  much  doubted  it*  propriety. 
Few  inipiirifs  were  mure  important,  or 
more  (.eeuliarly  delicate,  than  theme  re. 
hitin^  tn  hmatici ;  and  unlevi  sumic  very 


in  Innai'V,  thnn  in  taking;  it,  as  was  every 
dav  dnne,  from  one  suit  in  (MiaiicerA*,  and 
applyini;  it  to  the  pnqNfscft  (»f  another? 

Ix9rd  Cam^iftcU  wished  to  ask  if  the  two 
commissioners  were  to  sit  together  or  sepa- 
rately, lie  thought  one  enough.  If  two 
were  to  sit  it  would  add  to  the  expense. 

The  lAtrd  Chiincfllar :  That  could  not 
be,  since  the  commissioners  would  be  paid 
bv  ssilaries,  and  not  bv  fees,  (ienerallv 
spcmking,  he  proposed,  that  only  one  cooi- 
mis.sioner  should  sit,  but  in  cases  of  great 


g(KNl  reason  were  given  he  could  not  aswnt    im|)ortance  both  would  sit. 

to  dipriving  of  their  jurisdirliim  those  who        I^nl  r*crm/j/W/ :  And  in  case  of  division 

liatl  always  ln-cn  in  the  habit  of  exercising    of  opinicm  between  them  ? 

it.     Ah  to  the   abolition   of  the  office  of  |      The    iMrd   ChaHcrilw  :    In    that    case 

C'li-rk  of  the  CuttodicM,  that  was  desirable,  ;  there  was  a  provision  in  the  bill  to  enable 

but  hi-  could  not  consent,  nor  did  he  see  Uhe  <'hanix*llor  to  have  another  commis- 

liow    their    f«ordshi|)s   could    consent    to    sioner.     This   was    a    power    which   had 

the    payment    of  lunacy   coronii<v>ion  out    alwnvs  been  exercised  bv   the  Chancellor 

of  the  fee  fund  of  the  Court  of  (.'hancerv.  j  in  conimisMons  of  lunacy,  and  in  the  caite 


The  suit(»n  fund  arose  from  suits  in 
Chancery,  and  he  did  not  see  how  their 
Lordshi)is  could  deprive  the  suitors  of  any 
|»art  of  that  fund  for  lhepur]K)se  of  making 
up  the  (leficiency  of  fees  in  lunacy.  It 
was  not  Just,  nor  w;»  he  aware,  that  the 
suitors'  fund  nnild  very  well  bear  it. 

The  Ijtrd  ChuHcrlUtr  oWrved,  that  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  seemed  ti»  think 
that  the  contiol  of  lunaticV  aflliirs  shouM 
not  be  takm  fn>ni  the  .Masters  in  Chanci'r\-, 
as  he  ft. anil  that  sucli  an  arran^i-iiKnt 
wiiulil  U-  injurious  to  lunatics  ^in  the 
affairs  would  not  Ik:  under  tlu'  rcviMnn  of 
the  <  (Mirt  i>r<  hancL-rv  ;  liut  his  nohU-  and 
luniL-il  I'ViLiid  Si'cnud  to  for^^ct  that  the 
jinKi-eiiin^s  of  the  cf>niniiviinncrs  would  lie 
^ubj(-et  to  nviMon,  in  thr  same  ni.inner  as 
thoM-  of  the  Masters,  by  tlu-  l^irdChancil- 
lor.  With  re»|iect  to  the  reviurcis  from 
whencL-  the  remuneration  was  to  be  de> 
livid,  he  Wduld  remind  hi«  nohlc  and 
]r.irni-tl  |- fiend,  that  the  mi i tors'  fund  in 
Cli^iiirrv  wa^  as  much  from  the  accumu- 
lations  I'n'Ui  t!.e  estates  of  lunatiK  a!i  from 
otlur  i^.T'^.tii^.  "uitors  in   that  court,     lie 


of  Lord  Portsmouth,  no  less  than  six 
were  ap[¥)inted,  over  whom  Mr.  liaruo 
llulhK*k,  just  before  he  was  made  a  Judge, 
(tresided. 

\.\\\  ov  Kviiiij«(T.l  I^rd  lyenman 
rose  to  move  the  MH*ou(r  rea«ling  of  a  bill 
uhi«-h  he  had  laiil  on  tlie  Table  of  the 
House,  and  which  involre<l  matter  of  very 
great  im|NirtaiicT  as  n*ganlcd  the  adminis- 
tration of  juMiie,  on  a  subject  in  which 
thoM:  |iersiin?«  who  had  the  brst  right  to 
form  a  juilgnK'ut,  had  lieeu  Mrongly  ini« 
presM.ll  with  the  propriety  of  iutriNluHug 
the  change  which  he  venturcti  t<i  propose. 
I.onl  ManMiohl,  and  many  other  Irarued 
judgi>^  since  bin  time,  had  felt  the  meon- 
veiiieiice  of  thr  law  which  prevruteil  the 
admission  of  HitiK'^ses  on  the  ground  of 
Ijeing  intended,  holding  the  doctrine 
that  all  fuT'Mins,  whether  interested  or 
not.  nhiMild  U*  alloweii  tf»  give  lh4*ir  evi- 
dence, and  that  the  jury  should  estimate 
its  value,  l-'roni  a  si*nse  of  the  evil  of 
exclusion,  judges  had  beiii  led  to  evade 
the  o|K.ration  of  the  existing  law,  and 
doubt »  Here  thus   raiseil,  anil  difficulties 


tlioiiulii,  tint  a   fund  so  creatnl  might  be 

iharcctl  with  the  (-\|ii-nsAS  of  this  plan,  |  en ated.  which  incn-asetl  litigation  to  an 
by  uliuh  the  estates  ««f  thi  v  unhappy  |Hr-  iiicre«lible  extent.  He  lielievi-d,  that  there 
s<M!s  wiiulil  be  relit Vid  fr>iu  luavy  charges  wa«  h.inlly  a  Imok  of  refMirts  which  did 
to  wLuh  tiit-y  wer.   ntiw  liable.  not  contain  c^scs  of  the  kind,  in  which  the 

Liifd  i'lttlinhum  Kiiil,  that  vi  far  xs  the  '  ex|ii'nsi*s  of  the  suitors   must   have  bt*eo 
est.tti<»  of  lunatics  cuntributul.  he  hatl  no  '  eniirnii*us,  iudr  |ii*mleD  toft  lie  delay.     Nice 


objeitinn  ;  but  to  go  Uyoud  thai  |ioint  he 
cun«idiTtd  unjust. 

Ijurd  iiniui:hitm  U-^^ged  to  ask  Lis  noble 
and  learned  Friend,  what  greater  harm 
theiv  was  in  taking  a  sum  from  the  {^neial 
luitun  fund,  and  a|^yiug  it  to  purposvt 


ijUe?«tions  iK'rjietiially  arise  in  the  cfmmc 
of  a  trial,  on  which  the  opinion  of  the 
court  abi»ve  must  be  taken  ;  the  action  la 
thus  rx-ndered  more  txpensire,  the  final 
decision  is   indefinitely  delayed,  and  the 

ooiuc(|uent  cmbtmaamcnt  of  justice  both 
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to  the  immediate  parties,  and  to  others 
irho  must  wait  till   former  cases  are  dis- 

Srsed  of,    is    a  serious  public  calamity. 
e  thought,  that  he  need  hardly  say  more 
in  recommendation  of  this  part  of  the  mea- 
sure, as  he  was  authorised  to  say,  that  it 
received  the  direct  sanction  of  several  of 
his  learned  brethren  on  the  bench,  and  he 
had  heard  no  objections  stated  to  it  by  any 
of  them.     With  refi;ard  to  the  second  pur- 
pose of  the  billy  the  doubts  were  greater. 
Their  Lordships  were  aware^  that  persons 
convicted  of  certain  crimes^  had  their  lips 
dosed  in  a  court  of  justice  to  the  end  of 
their  days,  if  their  evidence  was  objected 
to  in   a  formal   manner.    This  class  of 
persons  included  those  convicted  of  felonies 
and    certain    misdemeanours,  and,  how- 
ever necessary  the  evidence  of  such  per- 
sons might  be  for  the  ends  of  justice,  they 
could  not  disclose  what  they  knew.    He 
would  venture  to  say,  that  not  a  sinele 
court  of  Assizes  would  be  held  during  die 
present  month,  in  which  some  case  would 
not  occur,  where  a  witness  would  be  put 
into  the  witness-box  covered  with  crime, 
and   who  admitted,  that  he  had    been  a 
party   to  the  commission  of  the  greatest 
enormities,  and   whose  appearance  there 
might  prove  him  the  worst  of  all  offenders, 
^-namely,  the  betrayer  of  his  associates, 
their  tempter  to  commit  the  crime  which 
he  came  forward  to  denounce:    and   vet 
upon  the  faith  of  such  a  man  might  the 
liberty  and  life  of  the  accused  depend.     In 
such  a  case,  the  mere  commission  of  the 
crime  did  not  exclude  the  criminal  from 
the  witness-box :  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
the  sole   reason   for    placing  him  there. 
Nor  did  his  confession  of  former  crimes 
of  even  deeper  dye  exclude  him  ;  no,  not 
his  confession  that  he  had  been  tried,  con- 
victed, and    punished  for    such  crimes ; 
but  he  might  DC  at  once  put  to  silence  by 
the    prisoner's    attorney  producing    the 
record  of  any  fbrmer  conviction.     But  the 
law  is  whimsical  in  this  matter :  for  if  the 
convict  should  have  obtained  a  pardon, 
(which  may  be  done  without  much  diffi- 
culty)   the   efiect   of   the    conviction  is. 
removed,  and  he  becomes  again  an  ad- 
missible witness.    It  is  plain,  therefore, 
that  according  to  the  present  law,    the 
competency  docs  not  depend  on  the  only 
thing  that  could  with  tne  least  show  of 
reason  affect  it, — the  guilt  of  the  party; 
and  that  whether  he  is  to  be  received  or 
not  depends  on  chance,  or  probablv  on  the 
pecuniary  means   of  those  who  nave  an 
interest  to  the  adnissioa  or  rejection  of 


his  testimony.     He   submitted ,  that  this 
was  a  state  of  things  which  should  not 
be  ;    but  that  there  should  be  certainty 
in  the  state  of  the  law.     He  proposed 
that  the   testimony  of    convicts    should 
not  be  excluded;    but  that  it  should  be 
left  to  the  jury  for    their  consideration. 
But  there  is  one  class,  where  exclusion  is 
defended  on  some  plausible  ground,  and 
there  appears  to  be  a  peculiar  propriety  in 
resorting  to  it.     He  meant  the  class  of 
persons  previously  convicted  of  perjury. 
It  might  be  thought,  that  after  a  person 
had  been  convicted  of  giving  fidse  testi- 
mony in  a  court  of  justice,  be  should  be 
incapacitated  from  ever  giving  evidence 
again.  In  this  oise,  also,  the  law  is  equally 
anomalous  as  with  respect  to  other  crimes, 
for  unless  the  record  of  the  conviction  for 
perjury  can  be  produced  in  court,  his  evi« 
denoe  could  not  be  rejected.     But  ought 
even  this  man  to  be  rejected,  when  the  re- 
cord is  produced?     The   punishment  of 
excluding  him  did  not  fall  on  himself,  but 
on  innocent  parties.     He  might  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  most  important  facts,  the 
knowledge  of  which  was  essential  to  the 
elucidation  of  truth,  to  the  conviction  of 

Siilt,  and  to  the  acquittal  of  innocence* 
e  may  be  desirous  to  suppress  the  truth 
which  he  knows,  but  the  party  to  whom 
it  is  favorable,  and  the  public,  have  the 
deepest  interest  in  the  di8clo8iu:e.  There- 
fore, the  evidence  of  such  persons  should 
not  be  disallowed  and  altogether  repu- 
diated ;  but  should  be  laid  before  the 
jury,  who  would  take  the  attending  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  into  consideration—- 
the  probable  motives  of  the  witness — his 
conduct  since  his  former  conviction — the 
probability  of  his  statement—the  confir- 
mation or  contradiction  to  be  derived  from 
others.  It  was  supposed,  that  the  incapa« 
city  arising  from  a  previous  conviction  was 
seldom,  if  ever,  enforced.  But  the  non- 
execution  of  a  bad  law  is  never  a  good 
reason  against  its  repeal;  as  long  as  it 
exists  it  may  become  operative,  and  that 
in  cases  where  all  mankind  are  scandalized 
by  its  injustice  and  inexpediency,  this  law 
is  not  obsolete,  though  its  application  is 
rare,  for  a  case  in  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  only  in  the  last  term,  exemplified  in 
a  remarkable  manner  that  tbe  rule  may  be 
enforced,  and  may  lead  to  striking  injus- 
tice. A  gentleman  called  upon  an  attorney 
to  account  for  some  large  sums  of  money 
which  had  passed  through  his  hands  in  the 
course  of  several  years.  The  attorney  had 
bad  the  management  of  this  gentleman'l 
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affairs,  and  he  was  called  iipi)ii  to  answer 
the  ariidavit  (if  hi^  client.     The  atturnvy 
accun]iii|;ly  put   in   an    aflidavit,  accnin- 
|Ninic<l  with  the  akfidarit  of  a  pcnou  who 
had  actLtl  as  that   gcntlcniau's  atcwanl, 
with  whom  his  account  of  these  dibhurae- 
incuta   appeared  to  hare   licen   regularly 
ke|it,  ana  the  latter  admitted  that  hu  had 
received  »udi  money,  and  ha«l  duly  account- 
ed for  it.    The  client  who  had  hrought  the 
attoHMy  criniiDally  hefore  the  cxiurt,  to  an. 
•wer  ftir  thin  auppoaed  nwlversation,  then 
pnaluceti  a  record  of  convictiim  for  {Hrrjury 
of  tin*  |ierwHi  whom  he  himself  had  em- 
ployed as  his  steward,  and  the  attoniey  was 
thus  deprived « if  his  testimony.  I  le  thought 
he  hud  shown  that  the  law  was  incapable 
of  uniform  application,  ami  that  in  a  vast 
variety  of  instances,  it  couid  mit  be  applied 
at  all ;  yet  no  one  sought  to  reuietly  this 
imperfection*     This  apiiearvd,  then,  a  fair 
test  of  the  general  opinion  being  against  the 
prvMent  law.    The  alteration  «>f  the  hiw  in 
these  two  particular  ca^es  of  disqualificatitw 
fornie«l  the  chief  object  of  his  proposed  bill ; 
but  he  hiid  also  intnaluce*!  two  |M»ints  ojf 
minor  importance;  but  still,  as  he  thought 
deserving  attention  and  re«iuiring  amend- 
ment.   Several  Ua|itists  luul,  from  time  to 
time,  urged    upon    tlieir    l.onUlii|is   tlkc 
pnipriety  of  Is'iug  admitted  to  the  sanw 
privileges   as    (Quakers    and     M(»ravians, 
and,   objecting    to  an   tath,   to   be   |ier- 
mitted    to    take     an     affirmation.      'I he 
whole   of  iIk*    Haptint*!    did    not    enter- 
tain  them*   scniples,  but  many  did.     He 
believed  many  of  tlieir  l.onlshi|»ift  hail  felt 
an  (dijcction  Ut  a  wider  measure,  though 
rarliament  would,  doubtless,  muLe  ample 
ioncc<si4Hi    til  the   scniples   of  lurticular 
sect*.     Th«*  lant  claUM*  of  bin  bill  was  tu 
remove  a  doubt  which  had  arisen  whether, 
in  legal  pmceedings,  it  was  nen*«Mary  tu 
di<itiiigui(»li,  in  describing  the  acts  of  tlic 
grand  juiy  and  tlie  pell y  jury,  that  nome 
took    the   oath   and    others  atliiminl.     In 


drawing  up  the  record,  a  multiplicity  of 
wonis  wiiuld  be  thmwn  away,  if  this  were 
required,  on  the  doubt  raiseil,  whether 
the  proceedings  were  well  set  out,  and 
justice  might  be  defeate<l  by  the  opininn 
adopted  on  a  natter  purely  technical,  lie 
proposctl.  therefore,  to  dispi'use  with  this 
ococMity  ;  if  they  did  not  pursue  one  form 
or  another.  Theae  were  the  pmvisioas  of 
his  bill,  and  he  now  norcd  that  it  be  read 
a  Bcoond  time 

The  lAird  Chtmceliar   did    not   rikC   to 


to  siip|N>rt  it.     As  liir  as  he  hail  been  able 
to  obtain  the  opinion  of  \Vestnunster-hal2, 
they  corresponded  to  a  considcralilc  cxteai 
with  those  of  his  noblu  luid  learned  Friend. 
It  was  proper  that  the  bill  shouUl  be  read 
a  seoontl  time  and  go  into  committee ;  al 
the  same  time,  as  the  responsibility  of  such 
a  measure  must  rest  with  tlie  Govcmuient« 
he  hoped  that  his  noble  Friend  would  not 
go  into  oommittao  till  after  they  should, 
upon  a  measure  of  such  importance,  have 
lieen  able    to  obtain   all    the    eaperienee 
which  Westminhler-hall  ci»uld  affonl.     He 
agreed  with   his  nublc   Friend,  that  ever 
since  the  time  of  I jonl  Mansfield,  the  better 
opinion  had  liecn  thai  the  witness  should 
be  heani,  and  that  the  jurv  or  the  tribunal 
sliould  decide  u|Mni  the  full  case,  taking  his 
crwHt  into  consideraiiDU.     It  was  impos- 
sible to  take   the  eiisling  law  into  con- 
sideration witliotit  discovering  its    many 
absurdities.     I  Vnoiis  convicted  of  a  felony 
wens  not  permit titl  to  give  evidence,  be- 
cauH!  it  was  thought  that  this  was  a  pun- 
ihhineiit  justly    inllicteil    upon    tlicm   for 
their  crime,  whereas,  in  |ioint  «if  fact,  the 
piiniihincnt   <lid  imt    fall   U|Kin  the  party 
who  had  com  mil  led  the  crime,  but  upon 
the   iNirty    niitliiig   his  evideiiec.     Again, 
mark  the  disitiiicti(»ii  now   drawn   bv  the 
law — a  fieraiiin  convicletl  of  stc^iling  to  an 
amount  whieli   ctuistituteil    |icity    lariTny^ 
might  be  reit  ived  as  an  cvIdeiKv,  but  one 
einivietvil  of  stealing  to  an  amount  to  eon* 
stitute  gruiii    lartcny    could   not    be   ad- 
mitted ;  so  that  whether  a  isirty  wan  to  be 
iulmitleil,   (»r    was   in  it  t«)  lie  admitted   tu 
give  evidence,  dc|H:ndcd  upon  whether  he 
liatl   stnleii  to    the   amount  of  12f/.  or  of 
14c/.     What   rtiuld   be  more  absurd  than 
thi» .''     .\gaiii,  a  man   might  lie  convicted 
of  manslaughter  ;  Ir*  might  have  cart'le»ly 
driven  over  a  ihiU,  yet   he  wa»  nut   ccmi- 
|M*teiit  to  hu  heard  as  a  wiliieM.      Did  the 
fWt  that  he  hail  Utii  guilty  of  carelessness 
im|icai'h  the  value  of  liis  testimony  .*     Rut 
wlijt    hap|K-iiet1  afteruafd%  ?     If  he   had 
gone   through  hi*  punishment,  he  became 
a  witiie^4  ;  was  he  more  worthy  of  credit 
aAer   he  had   undergone  his   punishment 
than  U'forv.'     lie  rvtvllected   the  case  of 
Ixird  Warwick  :  a  c|iicstion  arouc  whether 
a  |iarty  had  been  burnt  in  the  hand ;  if  he 
lual  been  burnt   in  the  hand,  hu  cvidcore 
would  have  been  received,  otherwife  noL 
What  oiiuld  be  more  abiurd  than  this  di»» 
tinction?     It   was  said,  that  the  evidence 


wat  njectetl  becauK  the  party  was  not 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  this  bill ;  on  I  entitled  to  credit,  and,  therefore',  ought  not 
the  oAtnry,  he  wai  very  much  dispoMsd  |  to  be  a  witncn.     He  dcmcd  thai  this 
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the  principle  of  the  law.  An  accomplice 
was  called  to  give  evidence,  and  the  judee 
told  the  jurj  that  he  could  not  be  safely 
relied  upon,  unless  he  were  supported  by 
testimony  as  to  some  material  fact.  Why 
should  not  this  principle  be  more  exten- 
sively applied  ?  So  much  as  to  the  part  of 
the  hill  with  res))ect  to  crime,  next  as  to 
disqualification  on  account  of  interest.  It 
often  happened  that  whether  a  witness 
were  disqualified  on  account  of  interest  was 
a  question  of  the  nicest  kind.  If  he  were 
directiv  interested  to  the  amount  of  1«.  he 

m 

could  not  be  heard ;  but,  if  he  were  inte- 
rested to  however  large  an  amount,  and 
his  interest  were  not    certain,   although 
probably  it  was  so  near  that  it  amounted 
almost  to  a  certainty,  he  could  give  evi- 
dence.    Let  him  take  an  instance.     An 
old  man  might  have  a  very  large  estate ; 
he  might  have  an  only  child  with  whom 
he  lived  on  the  best  terms,  and  if  he  died 
it  was  almost  certain  that  the  estate  would 
come  to  the  soo.   In  this  case,  if  the  father 
instituted  a  suit  in  any  court  of  law,  the 
son,  who  might  have  the  estate,   worth 
20,000/.  or  30,000/.   a-year,  was  compe- 
tent   as   a   witness,  vet   if  he  had  been 
directly  interested  to  the  amount  of  Ix.  he 
could  not  be  examined.     Again,   a  dozen 
persons  might  subscribe  the  same  policy  of 
insurance;    and    on    an    action    brought 
against  any  one  of  them,  all   the  other 
subscribers  to  the  policy,  all  whose  inte- 
rests were  obviously  involved  in  the  decision 
were  competent  as  witnesKs.    His  noble 
and  learned  Friends  would  renembcr  the 
case  of  Brent  p.  Baker,  where  a  dosen 
persons    subscribed    the  same    policy    of 
assurance.    The  actian  was  brought  against 
one  of  the  subscribers,  and  yet  the  others 
were  admitted  as  witnesses.    Loc^,  again, 
at  the  administration  of  the  law  as  to  the 
parties  certainly  interested.     How  many 
questions  were  decided  by  the  court  upon 
motion  ?     Yet,  upon  motion  the  law  had 
no  objection  to  the  parties  interested  in  the 
suit  giving  evidence;  and  again,  in   the 
courts  of  equity,  all  the  interated  parties 
were  allowed  to  make  affidavits,  and  they 
were  heard.     How  could  they    reoondle 
this  with  the  incompetency  of  the  same 
pemns  to  give  evidence  when  the  question 
came  to  be  tried  befofe  a  Jury?    It  was 
ibr  these  renons   that  he  was  stnmglT 
inclined  to  support  the  minciple  of  his 
noble    and    learned     Friend's    measure. 
Whether  it  should  extend  to  parties  con- 
victed of  perjury,  or  whether  it  should 
receive  alteration  in  many  material  points, 


he  would  not  then  decide.  All  the  pro. 
visions  of  the  bill  might  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration when  Wc8tmin8ter>hall  should 
again  be  filled,  the  iudgcs  would  then  be 
present  to  tell  how  it  would  operate ;  but 
he  had  already  conversed  with  some  judges 
of  the  highest  rank,  who  entirely  oonrurred 
in  the  principle  of  the  bill  of  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend. 

Lord  Bnmgham  hoped,  that  their  Lord- 
ships would  give  this  mil  a  second  reading. 
He  thought,  that  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  on  the  Woolsack  had  rather  un* 
dcrstated  than  exaggerated  the  anomalies 
of  the  existing  law.  He  might  have  put 
the  case  of  an  old  man,  who  was  bed- 
ridden and  imbecile,  or  a  lunatic,  having 
made  a  will  in  favour  of  his  son,  or  baring 
an  only  son  who  must  by  descent  come 
into  possession  of  his  property,  in  a  few 
days  or  weeks.  The  son  may  swear  to 
put  him  in  |iossession  of  50,000/.  a  year, 
to  which  he  is  himself  upon  the  eve  of 
succeeding,  whereas  if  he  were  interested 
to  the  amount  of  Ix.,  or  had  a  re* 
mainder,  however  remote,  vested  in  hioi, 
he  could  not  give  evidence;  in  the  one 
case  he  could  have  no  bias,  except  the 
shilling  interest,  and  in  the  other  be  was 
biased  to  the  extent  of  thousands.  It  gave 
him  great  satisfaction,  that  the  bill  then 
before  their  Lordships  had  so  good  a  pros- 
pect of  passing  after  certain  modifications 
m  committee,  of  becoming  the  law  of  the 
land.  Fourteen  years  since  he  had  pro- 
poaed  these  changes  among  others,  in 
another  House  of  Parliament,  and  supported 
them  by  the  same  arguments  as  he  had 
that  night  heard.  The  success  of  this  bill 
gave  him  encouragement  to  hope  that  other 
chanffes  which  he  then  proposed,  and  which 
stood  upon  as  immoveable  a  foundation  as 
those  now  taken  up,  would  hereafter 
become  the  law  of  the  land.  To  give 
one  instance,  in  matters  heard  upon  affida- 
vit, not  only  were  persons  interested,  but 
the  parties  to  the  suit  were  allowed  to  swear, 
and  he  thought  that  in  all  cases  we  should 
allow  the  parties  to  be  examined. 

Lord  Hynford  (who,  upon  the  motion 
of  Lord  Bexiey,  was  heand  sitting)  agreed 
in  all  that  had  been  said  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Lordsw  He  had  kmg  wiilied  that 
such  an  altention  as  was  now  yioposed 
diould  be  made.  The  only  part  of  the  bill 
to  which  he  objected  was  that  which  pre* 
vented  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  fron 
being  examined.  They  allowed  them  to 
ffive  evidence  if  they  came  by  affidavit* 
Why  sboold  not  the  first  pnnrhnon  \m 
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5trucL  (Mit  r  ami  if  it  were  struck  out,  he 
would  I'litirciv  coiuiir  in  ilial  I'laiiw.  The 
nobU-  aod  lirurni'd  l.nnl  hail  alluded  to  an 
old  be ir  apparent.  [Lord  liruucham  :  To 
the  heir  ap|Kirenl  of  an  old  and  inte>tab]e 
man.]  The  heir  apparent  roi^ht  be  examined 
but  the  remainder  man,  however  remote, 
even  to  the  fifteenth  degree,  might  not. 
With  re&pect  to  tlie  clause  for  the  relief  of 
Analttptiftt^,  he  was  not  aware  that  any 
conpregatioiiK  objected  to  taki*  the  oath.  He 
ainfi'ssed,  that  whether  they  nhouM  agree 
ti>  thin  exemption  was  a  matter  that  de- 
serveil  much  mnsideration,  for  he  could  not 
but  olMerve  what  was  passing  in  the  courts 
of  justice.  Parties  were  omstantly  getting 
up  and  stating  their  religious  objections  to 
taking  an  oath :  in  many  cases  they  a|>- 
|iearcd  to  be  receivers  of  stolen  goods,  who 
very  likely  objected,  not  to  the  oath,  but 
the  conviction  of  good  friends  of  theirs. 
He  coufe<(wd,  thai  he  did  not  think  that 
relief  should  be  given  to  individuals,  but  if 
the  minister  of  the  congregation  wtmld 
sate  that  his  congregation  entertained  rvli- 
gious  scruples  to  taking  an  oath,  he  might 
content  to  the  proposal. 

I^rd  CamjibeU  entirely  anproved  of  the 
principle  of  the  bill  of  hi^  noble  and  learned 
Fnend  near  him,  and,  with  all  deference  to 
the  noble  and  learned  l^ird  op|Nisite  [XjotA 
Wynfonl),  he  thought,  that  hi*  noble 
Friend  had  pursued  the  right  line,  of  de- 
barring parties  to  the  f!iit  from  giving  evi- 
dence. Kx|ierience  had  taught  him  the 
evils  of  examining  the  |iartics.  .As  an 
arbitrator  he  had  scmietiroes  examined  the 
iiarties,  but  never  without  repenting  that 
he  had  so  done«  because  |)crsoiis  swearing 
for  themselves  too  often  forgot  what 
was  right  and  wnmg,  their  passions  were 
inflametl,  and  they  stated  that  which 
would  best  serve  themselves.  What  if 
a  man  of  bad  charactar  were  allowed 
to  be  a  witneas  against  any  woman  he 
night  choose  to  accuse,  and  slie  were  put 
into  the  Ijox*  aod  it  should  go  to  the 
jury  as  to  which  should  be  believed ! 
It  was  the  Hmc  objectiim  as  ap|>Iied  to  the 
French  system  of  examining  pri Miners  ;  the 
astute  and  sharp  man,  though  guilty, 
might  manage  his  an^wen  so  as  to  ^*t 
off;  whereas,  if  an  innocent  man  were  in- 
terrogated, he  might  be  so  much  confounded 
with  his  situation,  that  he  would  not  be 
able  to  explain  things  that  told  against 
him.  Courts  of  equity  might  call  ufion 
parties  to  answer  against  themselves  by  a 
bill  of  discovery,  and  it  might  be  deserving 
cf  tTonridcrition  whether  Uiej  should  give 


I  n  similar  fiower  in  open  nnirt.  The  bill, 
'  an  it  stood,  however,  would  prevent  justice 
j  from  being  defeated  by  frivolous  and  vex- 
atious objections.  No  questicms  were  more 
|H;r]ilesing  to  the  judge  at  nisi  prim  than 
to  determine  whether  a  witness  was  dis- 
qualified on  the  score  of  interest  and 
!  he  had  known  verdicts  which  satisfied 
every  (me  set  aside  because  a  witncai 
had  been  examined  whose  evidence,  was 
not  material,  or  because  a  witness  had 
lieen  rejected  whose  evidence  would 
not  have  been  material  if  it  hail  been 
given,  frreat  delay  and  vexation  had 
arisen  from  this  source,  which  would  be 
wholly  removed  if  they  mid  that  no 
witness  should  be  any  longer  diaquali« 
fled  on  the  ground  of  interest.  Under 
the  present  law  the  father  might  be  wit- 
ness for  the  son*  the  son  for  the  father,  the 
sister  for  the  brother,  and  the  brother  for 
the  sister.  Wliat  they  had  to  guard  againal 
Wds  bias,  and  the  uuestion  of  interest  was 
only  raised  to  enable  them  to  judge  what 
the  bias  was.  By  the  ancient  law  of  Soot- 
land  no  one  within  the  prohibited  degrees 
of  relationship  for  marriage  could  be  a  wit- 
ness, but  this  hail  been  found  so  inconve- 
nient, that  two  Sessions  since  the  law  was 
alu*red.  With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of 
the  bill,  he  only  regretted,  that  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  had  not  gone  further. 
He  saw  no  harm  in  admitting  all  persons 
who  objected  to  an  oath  to  give  evidence 
on  making  an  alhrmation ;  as  to  the  in« 
stance  citeil  by  the  noble  and  learned  I«ord 
(fpfiosite,  of  a  receiver  of  stolen  goods  ob« 
jeeting  to  give  evidence  against  a  thief,  a 
change  in  the  law  would  prevent  such  a 
fierson  from  assisting  the  thief  by  refusing 
to  be  sworn,  because  it  would  oblige  him 
to  give  evidence,  tliough  not  upon  oath. 

Lord  iJenman  was  njoia-d  at  the  rrcep- 
tion  given  to  his  propoml;  his  anxi<njt 
wish  was  to  go  intA>  a  full  consideration  of 
every  part,  and  he  would  name  any  time 
that  would  be  most  convenient,  or  resign 
it  til  abler  hands,  if  his  noble  and  learned 
Fnend,  the  Lord  Chancellor  wished  the 
measure  to  be  carried  through  by  the 
(iovemment.  lie  was  not  prepared  to 
go  the  length  of  saying,  that  nirtics  to  a 
suit  should  be  witiicses,  but  there  might 
be  instances  where,  not  in  o|ien  courtf 
though  |ierhapi  by  intenugatories  admi- 
nistered with  pnnier  care,  a  great  deal  of 
truth  might  be  elicited  from  the  particn. 
As  to  tne  clause  relating  to  Raptistai 
he  would  withdraw  it  and  utroduce  it  in 
afeparalc  bill 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  always  thought  it 
was  the  best  thing  to  bring  in  one  bill  for 
one  object  at  a  time,  otherwise  all  parties 
disliking  particular  parts  miffht  join  toge- 
ther to  throw  out  the  whole  bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time>  to  be  committed 
after  the  recess. 

Adjourned. 


f  0*^*0* 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  March  8,  1842. 

IfiituTBS.]  Bills.  PHvotfr.— !*■  Dqptford  Piert  R«k1- 
U^  Cemetery  t  GraTcamd  Tcmoe  Pter;  OravcMod 
Town  Pier:  Tay  Ferrictt  Dundee  and  Arbranth  Rail- 
wsyt  BottoQ  and  Wart  Houghton  Road;  MaidiUne  and 
Rocharter  Roada. 

S*'  Binninfham  and  Liverpool  Junction  Canal  t  Bir* 
mingham  and  Liverpool  Junction  Canal  (Extemlon); 
Windior  Bridget 

PsTiTioHa  Pbmbittbo.  By  Mr.  Hawcs,  from  Lambelh 
(two),  for  the  Redemption  of  Tolb  on  the  Metropolitan 
Bridgea.~By  Mr.  H.  D.  Bailla,  from  the  Rom  Parmcrt 
aub.  for  the  lale  or  Com  hy  Maaenre  and  not  by  Weight. 
—By  Mr.  Villicn,  Mr.  Hawee,  and  other  hon.  Memben, 
tma  wvcral  placet,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Coro-lawi.— 
Prom  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Sligo,  that  the 
Aver^ci  of  Iriih  Produce  maybe  taken  in  Towm  in  Ire- 
laiid.~By  Sir  C.  Coote,  ftom  Millei*  of  Queen'i  County, 
Mr.  FfoUott,  ftom  MHlenor  SUgo,  Sir  C.  B.  Vere,  from 
Millen  of  Ipewich,  and  other  hon.  Memben,  ftom  Per- 
moy  County,  Carlow.  and  KOdare,  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  the  Importation  oT  Grain  inetead  at  Fkmr.— By 
Captain  Taylor,  from  Weitmeath,  and  CoUinetown, 
i^ainiC  the  Reduction  of  the  Duty  on  Oata.— By  Sir  R. 
Batann,  and  Captatai  Jonaa,  from  wveral  pbeee  in  Ire- 
hmd.  for  U«aliaiag  certain  Marxisgai  by  Diannterk— By 
Mr.  Sharman  Crawfovd.  from  a  Meeting  at  Blatchin- 
worth,  for  Univcrml  Suflh«et  and  fkom  the  Belfoat 
Flour  and  Bread  Company,  flor  Removing  the  Reitrictfton 
on  the  Importation  of  Fkmr.— By  YiMoont  Sandun,  from 
Great  Boltnn,  Liverpool,  and  Derby,  agaiwt  the  Borough 
Improvemcnta  and  Bnildfaig  Regufauiom  BUlb— By  Mr. 
MIfaice,  from  Menton  M«gna.  against  a  forther  Grant  to 
Maynootlu— By  an  hon.  Member,  from  Aeaiter,  Otley, 
and  other  plaoH.  H^inet  the  Repeal  of  Gilbert*!  Act- 
By  an  hon.  Member,  fitom  Bridgcton  Emigration  Society, 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Emigration.— By  Mr.  Omuby 
Gore,  fhxn  WeWi  Clergy  reiidii«  in  Yorluhire,  for  the 
Appotetment  of  men  to  the  Wekh  See*  who  are  conver- 
lant  with  the  Wekh  Lai^u^e.— By  Mr.  D.  O'ConneU, 
from  A«hton-under-Lyne,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Union.^ 
By  Mr.  Fox  Maule,  from  Mi«illlgan,  for  the  Abotttion  of 
Church  Patronage  (Scotland). 


Martleboke  Paving  Bill.]  Colo- 
nel  T.  Wood  wished  to  postpone  for  a 
week  llie  second  reading  of  the  St.  Mary- 
Itbonc  Parish  Paving  Bill,  as  he  under- 
stood from  the  hon.  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  M. 
Sutton)  that  certain  clauses  of  the  bill 
were  objected  to. 

Sir  B.  Hall  was  of  opinion  that  the  bill 
should  be  divided  into  two  parts,  as  it 
related  to  different  objects. 

Mr.  JVahley  hoped  Uie  gallant  Member 


would  do  no  such  thing.  He  did  not  ^ant 
to  see  the  bill  broken  into  fragments,  and 
he  trusted  that  it  never  would  be  passed 
In  any  shape.    The  statement  that  the 
gallant  Member  had  had  some  communi- 
cation   with    the    Government    was    an 
alarming  intimation  for  Marylebone,  and 
for  all   parishes  that  were  governed  by 
local  acts.     He  could  see  no  necessity  for 
such   a  measure.     The  parish  of  Mary- 
lebone,  the  population  of  which  was  now, 
he  believed,  1 80,000,  had  been  governed 
under  the  present  system,  in  a  satisfactory 
way,  for  ten  years.   [•*  No,  nd.*']   Gentle- 
men opposite    cried    '*  No,  no."     What 
did  they  mean  by  that  expression  ?     Ho 
would   assert  that  Marylebone  had  been 
satisfactorilv  governed  with  respect  to  the 
majority  of    the    inhabitants.    Was  the 
government  of  the  parish  to  be  carried  on 
exclusively  for  the  minority  ?  Did  Gentle- 
ment  opposite  wish  to  take  the  govern- 
ment of  the  parish  from  the  majority  and 
give  it   to  the  minority?      If    they  did 
not  mean  that,  they  meant  nothing.     At 
the  parish  was  at  present  governed,  the 
rales  were  reduced,  the  parish  debts  were 
reduced,  and  greater  content  was  mani« 
fested  on  the  part  of  the  poor  than  under 
the  former  system.    WhencCi  then,  the 
necessity  of  a  change?    Why,  the  fact 
was,  the  minority  wanted  to  govern  the 
majority,  and,  knowing  their  influence  in 
Parliament,  they  came  down  to  that  House 
and  said,  "  Let  us  have  the  old  state  of 
things."   He  hoped  that  a  different  system 
would  be  adopted   from   that  which  had 
prevailed  in  past  years,  and  that  Govern- 
ment would  act,  with  respect  to  private 
bills  affecting  large  interests,  in  the  same 
way  as  if  they  were   public   bills.     The 
measure  then  before  the  House  had  cre- 
ated a  violent  commotion  throughout  the 
whole  of  that  extensive  parish  to  which  it 
related ;  there  was  a  very  strong  feeling 
on  the  subject  amongst  the  ratepayers  of 
that  parish,  and   he  wondered   how  the 
gallant  Officer  could   bring  in  the   bill 
without  consulting  the  principal  ratepayers 
of  the  parish.     He  believed  that  the  gal- 
lant Member  had  been  earwigged  ;  and  he 
hoped,  when  the  gallant  Member  was  set 
right,  that  he  would  abandon  the  measure 
altogether.     A  more  objectionable  bill  he 
had   never  seen  in  that  House,  or  a  bill 
that  was  less  called  for. 

Colonel  T.  Wood  said,  that  as  to  any 
feeling  in  the  parish  against  the  measure. 
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he  Inew  noiliin^.  Mott  rpspeclible  indi- 
viduals had  called  on  him,  and  requMted 
him  to  introduce  ihe  bill.  At  the  proper 
lime  b«  ihould  be  read;  to  itate  the  alte. 
galionf  which  were  made  to  bim  oi  to  the 
nec«t«ily  of  the  mcaiure, 

Mr.  MackimHon  liiid,  that  having  been 
a  cl  I  arch  warden  in  the  pariah  of  Mary, 
leboiie  lie  wiihed  to  make  a  Tew  observa- 
lioii*.  The  pretent  wni  a  bill  with  which 
llie  Covernmiint  hud  nothing  to  do,  and 
the  liaril*bip  that  wai  compldincd  of  aroxc 
Troni  the  bill  inltoduced  by  the  (i;>lil  t)on. 
Itaiuiici,  the  MciiiIk'T  fur  Nottingham. 
By  tliat  bill  acrutineen  wore  appointed, 
and  live  diHerent  pollin);  ]>lncea  were  se- 
lecti'i),  itic  cunicquencf  of  which  wu«,  ihut 
one  of  the  diiirtcts  wai  ovrrlooked,  and 
thvn-  waa  no  aecurity  fur  tliv  proper  con- 
ducltni;  of  the  election.  'I'he  fectinn;  wm, 
that  the  vcitrymcn  were  not  elected  by 
ilie  |)Oople  at  large. 

Sir  J.  C.  HobhoMie  fi^lt  himieir  rnlled 
upon  to  lay  a  few  wordi  ufttr  the  allmiont 
whii-h  had  l>ccn  madr  by  the  linn.  (!>^Milr. 
man  who  had  jtml  «|Ml(cn  to  a  miniure  which 
he  had  the  lionuur  to  iii'rmliicc.  Thiir 
lawi  wrre  not  like  the  lawi  of  the  Mcdct 
and  I'eriian*.  and  thcrerorc  if  there  were 
anything  defective  in  the  jimenl  law,  let 
it  b.>  altered.  If  the  act  were  dcrrriive, 
aa  regarded  ihc  appointment  orirrutini-rn, 
let  thai  defect  he  remedied,  but  ihi 
did  not  confine  iiielf  to  that  |>oinl. 
regard  lo  the  geiwral  working  of  the  act, 
which,  Bt  an  hon.  Member  had  justly 
ohtervnl,  h.id  paiiwd  jimoii  without  op- 
|>ti>iii«ii,  hi-  miMt  s»y,  that  m  the  tiari<>h 
with  Hhirh  lie  wa*  ciintrterl  he  had 
found  it  In  work  wrM.  If  ibc  complainli 
of  ilic  wciikihgof  thr  act  in  MarylilKinr 
wcrr  w^ll  r<>un<l<'d.  ll>.-  t'dl-int  Colcmrl 
wai  "chl  in  i'mli'.t*Ouiini;  In  imprnve  it. 
Hill,  it  ■b"iil.l  )>r  f  cm.  mbrrrd,  that  thi 
W.l»    4     |,liv.lt-    hill, 

p>irp-'M  iif  g'tiiM):  mi  "f  a  {'iiblic  net,  ami  [] 
then  fur.'  il  w.ii  lunu^ry  llut  it  thould  br  ' 
waii'hnl  melt  jiatuuily.  lie  pri)imrd 
ilg'tiiitt  lli>*  (iiinctple 'if  <  iiiti-nvourini;,  b) 
mean*  uf  j  )iiivaiv  bill.  In  put  an  end  lu 
the  uper  iiion  of  .i  public  act  which  had 

gi*('ii  ;:vii-'i4l  KJIiifartion. 

.Mr.  .V.  Sultoit  Mid,  that  all  the  rom- 
niunii'atiuii  nhuti  hi-  liad  nia>)c  with  re- 
■  pen  10  ilir  lull  wa*,  ihit  ti  ciitiidiiied 
Mime  rlau«-t  to  whirli  he  ohiei  leJ. 

Vcoiid  (c.ijing  puitptMirJ. 


CoNiiri.ik   EsTaBLitnifiMT.^   Mr. 
Tfltrmli,  at  lubmilliiig  to  Uw  HodM  tlla 

resolution  of  which  he  had  given  vadeB, 
would  at  once  espreai  the  nana  which 
bud  induced  him  at  thii  nvmieiit  to  pn^ 
poM  it  for  their  adoption.  At  ■  Mrod 
when  the  commerciid  intereati  of  ihia 
country  en groucd  their  coiuidcntion,  and 
when  the  principal  object  of  their  delibe- 
ruiiuns  wat  to  devise  methods  by  which 
tliL-y  might  pn-xervG,  and  if  pnarible  pn>* 
mote  the  rvlatiiini  of  our  trade  with  foreign 
countricii,  it  ■ecmi'd  neither  inexpedieni, 
ncir  ino]>)K)TtuTie,  lo  call  the  uttcnlion  of 
the  HniiK  til  the  ettablishroenti  which  we 
maintuined  in  foreign  countriesi  for  the 
piirpoae  of  matntainin)f,  and,  if  poaihle, 
cncnu ruling  iiur  foreign  cummcKe.  It 
wai  unncccMary  to  remind  the  Hoiue  thftt 

carrie«l  im  by  two  ctonei  oT  public  Krvanu, 
the  diplomatic  and  the  coninilar.  "niia 
diviiion  of  public  duty  had  arigiiwted  in 
nn  BMumed  diflcrenre  between  political 
and  nnnroerriul  intcrettx.  Il  would  at 
the  tint  bluih  uppi-ar  that  a  diviiion  of 
duly  which  milled  'mc  clati  of  puhUc 
iriteri'iits  in  an  inferior  imleriund  cntruilcd 
tht-rr  superiniendeitcc  to  an  avowedly  in- 
ferinr  wrvici-,  must  have  the  neoeaafj 
effect,  thai  public  ii[nniiin  should  asodate 
with  the  inieriur  cIom  of  iatenit)^  an  in- 
fcrtor  importance.  Whether  it  wei«  polltie 
,,  ,„^,  for  any  state  lo  acknowk<lge  that  may 
\^-j,l,  section  of  it*  public  intereats  poaanad  an 
'  inferior  character  night  be  a  iuhiMt  for 
argument ;  but  that  such  an  avowal  ibaaid 
be  made  by  the  firvt  cuniBvicial  natioa  of 
the  world  with  r 


was  not  a  iubjcct  for  vguaoit. 
but  for  mirprijc  ami  MtonishtaenL  H« 
bcliercd  that  this  dimineiion  batwe^  pa- 
lit  inl  and  cfimniercial  interest*  had  no 
fiiunilaitiin  ;  that  il  wu  fanciful  and  ar^ 
litlrarv;  incapahleof  dofinitina,  and  dofjr* 
.._,..._..,..„  -ji  anulvuv  .A  Hilitii-al  inlereat,  ff  it 
"^..-  /!'.'  "''  '  "'^--"'t  -..ytiiing.  wli,  a  public  inu-r»l.  and 
•untry  whcru  eumtnerce  was  one  of 
{  the  priucipoJ  nHiru.-*  of  the  public  wealth, 
'  mid  tlic  Bvi>w>-d  ftiundatiun  of  tlie  public 
n-n-nui',  a  commenial  interest  waa  a  public 
intemi  of  the  hif^iest  claaa.  But  it  waa 
nnm-n-ssury  m  dwell  nn  ibis  point,  sinea 
in  |irai'tiix-  it  wii<>  fuund  impoauUe  to 
ilr.iw  the  line  »f  demarvaiioa.  Hie  one 
set  (>f  duiiit  t'unitaiitly  uiul  iiiimaiili 
Lh-iKhtl  wiih  the  uihcr.  There  was  a 
•urt  nf  fiioiiin  ill  iIm.-  n.ilutv  of  the  two 
wr^ifi-N.  and  ihiti  tlity  very  frequently 
Mw  polilind  duties  trarwnctcd  hy  o 
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whilst  the  trading  interests  of  the  country 
were  conducted  by  a  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary. To  show  that  in  what  he  said  he 
was  not  referring  to  any  isolated  instances, 
but  was  rather  dealing  with  the  general 
state  of  the  question,  he  would  refer  to  the 
conduct  of  our  consular  establishment  in 
the  two  quarters  of  the  world  where  it  was 
settled  on  the  broadest  and  most  costly 
basis.  He  would  first  refer  to  the  Turkish 
empire,  where  our  consular  arrangements 
had  been  long  permanently  adjustal ;  and 
secondly,  to  the  Spanish  American  repub- 
lics, where  these  arrangements  were  com- 
paratively recent.  In  the  Turkish  empire 
—of  course,  he  spoke  of  the  Turkish  em- 
pire proper— from  Lemnos  to  Alexandria, 
our  consular  staff  was  of  the  most  costly 
description.  We  were  represented  by  no 
leas  than  three  consuls-general,  twelve 
consuls  of  the  first  class,  and  fifteen  vice- 
consuls  on  salaries,  making  altogether 
thirty  consular  servants,  who  were  paid, 
independently  of  the  fees  they  received,  at 
the  rate  of  12,000^  per  annum.  Now,  at 
no  time  had  the  duties  of  the  Levantine 
consuls  been  peculiarly  onerous.  The  com- 
mercial duties  of  Turkey  were  character 
ised  by  that  simplicity  which  naturally 
resulted  from  direct  taxation.  Yet  he  did 
not  at  all  mean  to  assert  that  the  offices  of 
those  consuls  were  sinecures.  On  the 
contrary,  there  was  evidence  to  prove  that 
they  were  extensively  engaged.  He  might 
refer  to  the  three  volumes  of  diplomatic 
oorremndenoe  laid  upon  the  Table— the 
last  official  tribute  of  the  noble  Viscount  the 
late  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs — to  show  that  the  duties  of  those 
consuls  had  occasionally  been  of  a  very 
active  character.  The  House  would 
find,  that  a  considerable  portion  of 
that  correspondence  had  been  furnished 
by  consuls — that  it  contained  communi- 
cations from  the  consul-general  of  Egjrpt, 
Mr.  Hodges,  from  Mr.  Consul  Moore, 
from  Mr.  Consul  Worry,  and  from  other 
consuls  and  vice-consuls.  Nor  did  their 
communications  treat  of  commercial  topics. 
They  referred  to,  and  expressed  opinions 
upon  treaties — they  had  reference  to  the 
operation  of  armies  and  to  the  movements 
of  fieets— they  speculated  on  the  prospects 
of  war,  and,  indeed,  referred  to  all  those 
subjects  which  had  hitherto  been  considered 
the  province  of  ministers  plenipotentiary. 
But  he  might  adduce  still  stronger  evi- 
dence. He  might  ask  who  was  the  first 
originator  of  the  expedition  to  Syria? 
Who    first    visited  the  inland   districts  ? 


Who  first  counselled  the  plans?  Who 
communicated  with  the  native  princes? 
Who  formed  treaties  of  the  highest  char- 
acter, such  as  ministers  plenipotentiary  only 
formed,  and  who  did  that  which  no  minister 
plenipotentiary  dared  do,<— break  thoae  trea- 
ties after  they  had  been  formed  P  He  need 
scarcely  say,  that  he  referred  to  Mr.  Wood, 
a  gentleman  bearing  an  English  name, 
thoueh  that  name  was  not  borne,  he  be- 
lieved, by  an  English  subject^  and  who 
filled  the  office  of  British  consul  at  Bey- 
rout.  He  begged  it  to  be  understood, 
that  he  was  not  calling  in  question  the 
conduct  of  that  gentleman  in  anything  he 
had  done.  He  was  only  referring  to  it 
as  an  illustration  of  the  principle  he  was 
laying  down.  But  let  them  cross  the 
Atlantic,  and  look  at  the  state  of  our  con- 
suUr  establishment  in  Spanish  America. 
The  House  would  recollect,  that  when 
Mr.  Canning  called  the  new  world  into 
existence,  his  preliminary  operation  had 
been  to  appoint  consuls  on  the  most  exten. 
sive  scale  in  all  the  towns  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica,' and  at  the  principal  ports  on  the  shores 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans.  Shortly 
subsequent,  the  diplomatic  establishments 
in  those  parts  were  placed  on  a  similar 
footing  to  those  of  other  countries,  and  it 
thus  occurred  that  ministers  plenipotentiary 
and  secretaries  of  legation  were  found  act- 
ing in  the  same  places  with  consuls-general 
ai^  vice-consuls.  Now  the  dipbmatic  com- 
munications in  these  states  were  not  very 
complicated.  They  nearly  all  partook  of  a 
commercial  character.  Butt  as  there  really 
was  not  sufikient  public  business  for  thie 
occupation  of  both  bodies,  the  result  was, 
that  the  diplomatists,  feelina^  that  if  they 
were  not  employed,  the  Parliament,  or  the 
Government  would  speedily  abolish  their 
offices,  monopolised  all  the  public  business 
of  those  countries,  and  performed  duties 
which  would  have  naturally  devolved  upon 
the  consular  body.  He  might  refer  to  a 
circumstance  which  occurred  during  one  of 
the  transatlantic  blockades  in  proof  of  this 
position.  It  happened  that  during  the 
blockade  of  the  coast  of  Mexico,  the  Real 
del  Monte  Mining  Company  were  anxious 
to  land  a  quantity  of  machinery  they  had 
sent  out  for  the  prosecution  of  their  works. 
As  this  machinery  would  not  pay  any 
duty  to  the  Treasury,  it  was  thought  that 
the  blockading  parties  might  have  agreed 
to  allow  it  to  be  bnded.  In  consequence 
the  Real  del  Monte  Company  communicated 
with  their  oomnisaioner  in  Mexico,  an  in- 
dividual whose  office  was  analogous  to  that 
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c«f  a  foreiffn  correspondent  of  a  commercial 
house,  and  that  gentleman  made  an  appli- 
cation on  the  subject  to  Mr.  Pakenliam, 
our  Mexican  Minister  Plenipotentbry. 
This  aimmunicatiun  led  to  a  correspon- 
dence, laid  before  Parliament,  and  in 
which  no  member  of  the  consular  bodv 
took  any  part.  Knowing  that  we  had 
regular  consular  agents  of  a  high  cla.^  in 
Mexicit,  lie  (Mr.  D'Israeli)  had  inquired  of 
a  gentleman  well  known  to  the  noble  Vis- 
count opposite  ^Viscount  Palmerston),  why 
the  rvfervncc  was  not  made  to  the  consul 
in  the  first  instance,  instead  of  to  Mr. 
Pakcnham.  The  answer  he  had  received 
was,  that  in  Mexico  diplomatic  questions 
Kldom  arose;  then*  were  no  such  nice 
matters  as  a  boundary  question  requiring 
diplomatic  agency  ;  and  that,  consequently, 
it  had  become  the  habit  of  the  merchants 
alwavs  to  refer  to  the  chief  minister,  who, 
in  fact,  had  little  or  nothing  else  to  do, 
than  to  attend  to  them  there.  .An  authority 
in  support  of  his  views  on  this  question 
was  Sir.  Henderson,  who,  in  a  |)amphlet 
be  hod  publishetl,  had  declared  it  to  be 
ridiculous  to  keep  up  both  agencii-s,  and 
biid  definitively  expres»eti  himself  that  the 
double  service  was  entirely  unneccs- 
nary.  But,  af^er  all,  the  best  authority 
he  could  quote  was  the  noble  Vis- 
(tiunt  (Viscount  Polmerston)  himself.  In 
1830,  when  anxious  to  subscribe  bis  quota 
towards  the  general  reductions  then  pro- 
jected in  every  branch  of  the  public  sort  ice. 
the  noble  Viticount  had  laid  his  finger  (m 
this  dimble  service,  and  had  moile  many 
judicious  arrangements  fur  its  alteration. 
Perha|it  it  was  to  be  rrgri'ttcd  that  the 
noble  Vifcouiit  had  not  done  mon* ;  but. 
viewing  the  allerationri  in  the  system  as 
mere  ixx>nomir.ftI  arranpments,  he  could 
TMit  but  ainre  that  thev  wiri'  in  ovcrv  way 
judii'iou*  and  pn>|HT.     lie  would  U*g  very 

e'culjrly  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
tc  to  what  the  noble  Viictnint  had  dime 
in  that  matter,  Uvau^  it  wry  i'««n:ilily  illus- 
traic«i  hia  views.  The  nt»bU*  Vi«eount  op- 
Ignite  maile  cuntideraMt*  tiiliKtiiin«  in  the 
est aM lament  of  cim^uU  in  .Smith  America, 
whiih  never  would  hjne  tiei*n  found  nc- 
o-»Kiry  if  Mr.  t*anniitg  hi^\  hud  pni|ter 
a»T|uaintan<v  with  tbe  iiiviim«t.imt*«  o( 
thtMe  countries.  I'oiivuu'ed  of  t)ie  impnw 
priety  of  tbr  exiiting  armngftnents,  ihe 
noble  \'i«einint  ci»ninu-nc%'«l  by  nnliu'mgthc 
corpA  in  Mexiim,  de%t roving  the  ot)iiX*ii  of 
consul* genrnd  and  \ux^ci«n«iil.  Ihii  li.uing 
the  minivCer  pKiupitinturv.  th«*  Hvrx-tary 
uf  Irgaliim,  and  a  i^wmiI  exi»ltnt.   I*irha|n 


it  might  be  deemed  unoecemry  that  the 
consul  should  have  been  Icf^ ;  but  if  they 
recollected  that  there  were  great  mining 
interests  to  be  protected  in  Mexico,  perfaapt 
they  mi^ht  agree  that  the  noUe  Viaoount 
was  justified  in  leaving  this  office  intact. 
His  next  alteration  regarded  the  double 
service  in  the  sttftc  of  ColombiiL  The 
noble  Viscount  had  very  properly  thought 
that  the  existence  of  a  consuUgenenl 
and  a  vice-consul  at  Bogota,  the  capitel 
of  (*olombia,  which  was  entirely  an  iiuend 
town,  was  exceedingly  ridiculous.  The 
noble  Viscount  put  an  end  to  the  coniuU 
generalship  at  Bogota ;  but,  because  there 
were  political  causes  in  Colombia  which 
rendered  necessary  the  presence  of  a  dipkK 
matic  agent,  therefore  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary and  secretary  of  legation  were 
lef^  at  Bogota.  The  noble  Viscount,  with 
this  exception,  very  pro|ierly  terminated 
all  the  diplomatic  minions  in  the  South 
American  republics,  converted  the  cun* 
suls-general  into  ckargrs  d'affairtM^  end 
recognised  the  principle  for  which  be  (Mr. 
D'Unieli)  was  contending— that  the  union 
of  the  two  isenrices  was  expedient  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public.  That  was  an  acca* 
rate  statement  of  what  the  noUe  Viacouna 
did  in  the  South  American  republics»  \m 
illustration  of  the  principle  he  was  anxione 
to  enforce.  It  might  be  said,  in  referring 
tu  the  Turkish  empire  and  the  republics  ei 
S|Minish  America,  he  was  speaking  of  stales 
of  society  which,  though  one  was  andent, 
and  the  other,  with  respect  to  diplometie 
relatiims,  novel*  were  both  in  extnordinaiy 
ciirun»tances.  In  «Hie  there  was  the  eaer* 
chy  whii'h  attended  the  decomposition  ef 
an  ancient  empire,  and  in  the  other  the 
di girder  which  must  accompany  sncietiee 
that  weiv  not  maturely  arranged.  He^ 
thereforv,  would  remind  the  House  that  in 
a  quarter  of  Europe  which  was,  p^'^irf^ 
ime  of  the  best  ordered  of  eiiisting  connnn* 
iiities,  one  of  its  most  ancient  and  ctf "' 
«(icieiii*s.    we  had  a  gentleman  who 

a  oMisul-ceneral   and  at   the    same    

an  accrvdited  diplomatic  minister.  He 
alludeil  to  the  II an ae  Towns,  our  consul  in 
which  was  minister  to  the  princes  of  the 
I.owcr  (*irvle  of  Saxony.  He  would 
rcfrr  alst^  to  the  conduct  we  had  pursued 
with  irspect  to  the  Turkish  ncgencica.  In 
.\lgi«*rs  and  the  Barbary  Scntes  we  hnd 
ctMi^u It-general,  who  were  aim  ckmrgffg 
ttafi'tiirri,  lie  would  turn  to  other 
i«r  ihr  Turkish  empire.     We  had  in 

and  Wallachia  gentlemen  Ikildinc  the 

officr.   chargvtl  with   the  duuhfe  duty   of 
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attending  to  coiumercial  and    dipbmatic 
affaira.    He  misht  refer  also  to  the  evidence 
of  an  individual  who  must  he  considered  as 
the  highest  authority  on  auwh  a  subject-^ 
he  meant  that  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
consular  department  of  the  Foreign-office 
— Mr.  Bidwell.     That  gentleman  in  his 
evidence  maintained,  that  it  was  necessary 
to  have    a   consul-general  at  Buchorest^ 
because  it   was  a  political    appointment. 
That  gentleman  said^  also,  with  reference 
to  the  consul-generalship  of  the  Austrian 
dominions,   which,  it  was  obaerved,  was 
placed  in  a  city  where  there  was  no  com- 
merce, that  it    was  absolutely  necessary 
to  have  a  political  agent  in  Lombardy. 
That    was    the  ground  on    which    Mr. 
Bidwell  defended  the  appointment  of  a 
oonsul-seneral    at     Milan.      The     same 
principle  was  also  alleged  by  Mr.    Bid- 
well  with  re^Mct    to    the    consulship  at 
Warsaw.    That  consulship  was  defended 
by    Mr.    Bidwell  because  it   was  a  po- 
litical appointment,  and  the  duties  were 
described  by  him,  the  superintendant  of  the 
consular  service,  as  diplomatic.     The  name 
of  Warsaw  reminded  him  of  a  city  where 
certainly  we  had  not  a  consul.     Perhaps  it 
was  rather  on  the  non  lucendo  principle  to 
remind  the  noble  Viscount  of  Cracow,  but  he 
could  assure  the  noble  Viscount  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  at  present  to  enter  into  any 
discussion  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  his 
conduct  on  that  occasion.     He  had  no  wish 
to  criticise  the  conduct  of  the  then  Admin- 
istration, or  to  noGoe  the  interposition  of 
the  House  of  Commons ;  but  he  must  say 
this,  that  no  one  could  read  the  debates 
which  had  occurred  on  the  subject  without 
feeling  that  there  was  a  general  under- 
standing, both  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
Cracow,  on  the  part  of  the  great  powers, 
and  on   the  part  of  the  Government  at 
home  and  both  Houses  of  Parliament, — for 
the  subject  gave  rise  to  discussion  in  both 
Houses,— -that  the  individual  who  was  to 
be  sent  with  the  title  of  consul  was  to  be 
really  invested  with  a  political  character. 
What  was  the  language  ;of  the  noble  Vis- 
count the  Member  for  Tiverton,  on  that  oc- 
casion ?    The  noble  Viscount  came  forward 
and  declared  that  the  evil  was  great,  the 
violation  of  treaties  flagrant,  "  and  there- 
fore,*' said  the  noble  Viscount,  indignantly 
determined  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  his 
country  andlthe  interests  of  his  fellow-sub- 
jects, ''  I  will  send  a  consul."  This  appeared 
to  him  (  Mr.  D'Israeli  j  a  curious  mode  of  vin- 
dicating the  political  dignity  of  a  country^ 
to  send  thither  merely  a  commercial  agent. 
VOL  LXI.    {2-2} 


He  thought  it  clear,  however,  that  there 
was  a  general  understanding  that  the  per- 
son to  be  sent  as  consul,  should  be,  in  fact, 
a  person  to  be  invested  with  a  political 
character  and  diplomatic  duties.     He  (Mr. 
D'Israeli)  could  adduce  a  variety  of  proofs, 
were  they  necessary,  in  support  of  that 
position.     But  he  was  rather  afraid  that 
the  noble  Viscount  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
might  turn  round  on  him,  and  instead  of 
charging  him  with  a  defect  of  proof,  might 
think  he  was  proving  too  much.     The  no- 
ble Viscount  might  say,  *'  You  are  asking 
us  by  a  resolution  to  declare  abstractedly 
that    which    you  yourself  demonstrate  is 
practically    in  operation."     He  felt  the 
force  of  that  observation  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent, but  it  was  to  be  deprecated,  that  when 
we  were  convinced  that  any  public  estab- 
lishment or  public  service  was  founded  on 
a  vicious  principle,  we  should  allow  our- 
selves to  be  diverted  from  the  inevitable 
results  of  that  vicious  principle  by  some 
partial  results  of  beneficial  operation,  which 
were  a  violation  of  the  very  principle  on 
which  the  establishment  was  founded.  This 
brought  him  to  the  heart  of  the  question. 
He  could  show  to  the  House,  not  by  mere 
arguments,  in  which  he  would  not  indulge, 
but  by  facts,  which  must  be  admitted,  t£it 
the  system  established,  if  considered  in  a 
political  point  of  view,  had  occasioned  great 
inconvenience  and  injury  to  this  country, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view,  adopting  that  fanciful  view  of 
the  duties  of  the  functionaries  to  whom  he 
referred,  the  justice  of  which,  however,  he 
could  not  acknowledge,   the  system  had 
been   utterly  inefficient,  useless,   or  mis- 
chievous. It  would  be  his  first  object,  in  sul>« 
stantiating  this  proposition,  to  bring  before 
the  House  the  position  of  British  consuls 
placed  in  circumstances  in  which  they  were 
called  upon  to  exercise  the  highest  political 
functions,  and  he  must  for  a  moment  ad- 
vert to  that  country  which  had  occupied  so 
much  of  our  consideration,  and  exercised  so 
great  an  influence  of  late  years.  Ho  begged 
the  House  to  look  at  the  position  of  Egypt 
at  the  time  when  the  noble  Viscount  opposite 
succeeded  to  office.     At  that  time  our  only 
public  functionary  residing  in  E^ypt  was 
a  consul.generaL     This  individual  might 
be  taken  as  a  very  fair  specimen  of  the 
Levantine  consuls  of  that  time.  The  House 
perhaps  was  not  aware  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  in  the  good  old  days  gentle- 
men  were  appointed   consuls-general   for 
Egypt.     The   consul-general  immediately 
pnxrcding  the  gentleman  in  question,  had 
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Leen  travelling  tutor  to  a  nobleman.  The 
nobleman  returned^  and  exercined  his  in- 
fluence ;  his  travelling  tutor  became  con- 
sul-general, and  enjoyed  an  opportunity  of 
sending  to  hin  patron  some  cbnice  specimens 


not  the  slighlett  influence  over  the  mind  of 
the  Pasha.  The  noble  Viaoount  aucoeedod 
to  power  in  the  midst  of  a  domestic  revolu* 
tion,  with  a  civil  war  raging  in  Spttn»  wilh 
riots  in  Paris,  the  kbgdom  of  the  Nethw* 


of  Egyptian  antiquities.  The  next  consul-  lands  separated,  and  the  coast  of  HoUand 
general  had  been  a  consul  of  the  old  j  blockaded.  It  was  not  very  likely  that  the 
Levant  Company.     A  gentleman  who  was    noble   Viscount   would  have  attended  to 


representations,  even  if  made  to  him  fram 
the  highest  authority,  and  if  he  had  been 
aware  iif  their  importance.     CVmceive,  at 


once  a  Member  of  that  House,  and  a  person 
of  great  influence,  hod  received  fmm  him 
that  hospitality  which  in  remote  regions 

was  so  gruitfful.  The  moment  he  returned,  j  .such  u  moment,  a  Levantine  consul 
and  learned  that  there  was  a  vacancy,  he  ;  municating  about  Syria  with  a  Secretaiy 
tfMtk  care  that  the  old  am&ul  of  the  Ijc-  .  of  State !  Why,  though  the  oontul  had 
vant  Company  should  be  promoted  to  be  the  privilege  of  commun lotting,  the  Seeiv- 
consul-general  in  Egypt.  He  was  not  tary  of  State  might  not  condoicend  to  no- 
mentioning  thijt  as  invidious  either  to  the  :  ticc  \m  letters.  Political  interests  wen 
person  promoted,  or  the  person  promoting.  |  superintended  by  Ministers  who  were  Ceria 
It  was  the  necessary  consequence  uf  a  sys-  '  or  N'iacounts  at  the  least ;  but  for  the  cooH 
tem,  the  evils  of  which  he  wished  to  point ,  mercial  interests  there  was  a  superintendflBt 
out  to  the  House.  Jn  18f31,  the  situation  j  of  the  consular  establishment  who  waa  a 
of  Egypt  was  of  the  moat  delicate  and  cri-  clerk  in  the  F(»reign -office.  He  asked  the 
tical  nature.  The  ruler  of  I'Lgypt  was  at  that  .  Ilouw  fur  a  moment  to  reflect  what  wen 
time  negotiating  at  ( 'unstantinople  for  the  the  consequences  of  the  invasicm  of  Syria. 
rrt*ognitiun  of  his  inde|K'ndcnce  by  the  Thut  they  were  very  great,  all  must  adsait ; 
Porte,  when  he  would  have  accepted  terms  |  that  they  might  have  broken  the  peace  of 
similar  to  those  which  hail  rec«*ntly  been  Kuro|ie,  that  they  led  to  the  disturhanoe  of 
funded  on  him.  While  the  negotiation  w:u  tliosc  amicable  nrlations  between  oountriea 
proi*cotling,  a  vaKt  forec  was  aueiubling  at  which  it  ought  to  lie  the  object  of  all  states  ■ 
Alexandria,  slowly,  but  gradually  and  n*-  men  to  cultivate,  was  matter  of  notoriety  | 
gularly,  until  the  largent  army  almust  that  and  that  the  eflocts  of  that  invasion  had  not 
had  apiwared  in  the  I'ASt  in  modem  times  yet  disap|ieared  was  iiuxm test ible.  He  would 
was  ixillected  there,  ctmsiiitiug  uf  100,(KX)  now  give  another  instance  oi  a  rTitnl- 
disiriplined  infantry,  (i.UlN)  cavalry*  and  a  general  invested  with  a  political  chaieeler; 
great  body  of  artillery  ;  while  the  pasha,  he  referretl  to  the  late  Member  for  Had- 
at  the  same  time,  menaced  Syria,  lie  dington.  It  was  the  necessary  reauk  ef 
could  prove,  if  necessary,  to  the  House,  the  motion  he  had  to  make  that  be  should 
that   if    we  had  had   at    that  time,  any    investigate  particular  cases,  but  he  did 

Eublii*  functionary  in  Egypt  of  any  jio-  wi»h  to  travel  into  personalities.  He 
tical  influence  or  character,  the  invasion  so  convinced  of  the  soundness  of  the  _ 
of  Syria  would  not  have  taken  place,  ciple  uf  his  resulutitm,  that  he  did  not  feel 
It  was.  of  course,  iminsitible  for  him  to  it  necessary  to  rewrt  to  peraimal  detaS^ 
knc»w  what  the  consul-general  communi-  For  example,  he  should  not  raiae  any  ar* 
cated  to  the  noble  ViMrount,  if  he  did  make  gunicnt  fur  the  re-construction  of  the  oaa« 
any  conimuniiation,  or  what  the  nublc  sular  service  from  the  improper  appoiat* 
Viicuuni  i-nmmunicated  to  the  consul-  mcnts  which  had  lately  taken  place,  imwiA 
general.  .Ml  he  could  »tatf  w.is,  the  fat't  h«*  thought  that  course  would  be  pcrfecUjT 
that  no  repreaeutation  n-pntbatiiif;  the  in-  Kgiiimate.  If  there  had  been  a  continual 
vasiun  of  .Syria  wa»  made  un  the  (uri  of  tlie  >ui\'ession  of  appointments  of  unfit  and  UA* 
briiiUi  Ciuvemnienl  to  the  IWia.  lie  worthy  |KT54ins,  he  thought  he  had  a 
stati.nl  fn»in  the  highest  i-oncfivabh'  autho*  right  to  found  an  argument  on  those  ia* 
riiy  that  no  such  represcntatiuiiA  l>a«i  lieen  9tanie«,  and  ask  the  House  to  interfeK. 
made,  and  if  they  had  Ux*ii  mode,  he  m:u  But,  ululever  individual  instances  lia 
cunviiiciMl  that  thi-  invasion  of  .Syria  m-wr  might  refiT  tii,  he  »hould  do  so  only  to 
Would  liave  taken  plate.  'Ilii-  old  eon  Mil  (»f  illustrate  the  principle  for  which  he  ooa* 
the  I^^rvani  Compjny  was  a  man  with  tended.  1  le  could  assure  hon.  Gentlcoaen 
nhmu  the  ruler  of  l.Kypt  h%U\  no  Kiinniu-  on  Uith  s'u\f%  that  he  wuuld  be  perfectly 
nitatiou.  He  certainly  burc  .m  Lnuli«h  r«ady  In  give  intu  ihrir  hands  the  pepeiB 
name,  but  h«-  had  livtd  all  hiti  lite  in  .Svrij,  in  his  |iiiNsisfcioii,  and  then  Uith  aides  eouU 
married  into  a  Syrian  family,  and  excreiM.-\l    judf(e  of   the  degree  uf  sclf*reatrailit  bo 
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exerted  in  taking  this  ooufie.  He  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  Hotue  to  the  new 
oontul-general  at  Bogota.  The  Home 
would,  perhan,  recollect  that  this  office 
had  been  abolished  by  the  noble  Viscount 
in  1832,  but  circumstances  occurred  during 
the  year  1841  which  rendered  it  necessary 
that  those  who  had  great  personal  claims 
on  the  Oovemment  of  the  day  should  be 
immediately  attended  to.  He  perfectly 
acknowledged  the  claims  of  the  late  Mem- 
ber for  Haddington  on  the  Government, 
and  he  was  sure  he  spoke  the  feelinjES  of 
all  on  that  (the  Ministerial)  side  of  the 
House,  when  he  said  they  would  be  grati- 
fied that  the  hon.  Member  should  have  a 
good  place,  provided  the  public  interests 
did  not  suflbr.  He  wished  the  House  to 
remark  this  case,  as  amply  illustrativo  of 
the  character  of  the  two  services,  one  pos- 
sessing a  definite  diaracter-ltke  diplomacy, 
the  other  being  indefinite,  like  that  of  the 
consular  oiBoe,  which  opened  at  once  its 
portals  as  a  wide  refuge  for  the  destitute. 
The  noUe  Viscount  recalled  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  Colombia,  with  that 
felicitous  dexterity  which  distinguished 
him,  revived  the  consul-generalship  at 
Bogota,  and  appointed  a  new  consul,  with 
16O0L  per  annum,  who  was  also  to  be 
chargi  (f affaires,  at  a  guinea  a  day,  a 
salary  altogether  scarcely  mferior  to  that  of 
the  minister  plenipotentiary.  Another  po* 
litical  partisan,  Mr.  Rainsforth,  was  also 
sent  out  as  vic^coosul.  He  begged  the 
House  to  look  to  the  consequences  of  this 
conduct.  The  House  was  perhaps  aware 
that  a  few  years  back  the  republic  of 
Colombia  had  separated  into  the  three 
republicfl  of  New  Granada,  Veneauela,  and 
Ecuador.  The  citiaensof  New  Grenada 
were  divided  into  two  parties,  so  equally 
balanced  that  neither  was  strong  enough  to 
put  down  the  other,  and  they|  therefore 
resolved  to  submit  their  differences  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  Britbh  minister.  Mr. 
Stewart  was,  therefore,  called  in  to  settle 
their  disputes,  and  here  was  an  instance  of 
a  consul  suddenly  required  to  arbitrate  on 
the  highest  diplomatic  questions.  The 
new  consul  then  on  his  arrival  was 
informed  that  die  deputies  of  the  two 
parties  were  anxious  to  communicate  with 
him.  They  were  introduced  and  stated 
their  case,  but  the  consul,  not  speaking  a 
single  word  of  Spanish,  was  unable  to 
understand  what  they  had  to  say.  The 
deputies  finding  that  the  consul  could  not, 
naturally  thought  that  the  vice-consul 
eould,  and  therefore  addressed   themselves 


I  to  Mr.  Rainsforth,  but  found  themselves 
equally  at  a  loss,  as  he  could  speak  no 
more  than  his  principal.  What  was  the 
result  ?  The  consul-general  of  Bogota,  at 
which  place  he  had  never  arrived,  was 
obliged  to  engage  an  interpreter.  The 
character  of  the  dragoman  tribe  was 
much  the  same  in  all  countries,  but,  bad 
as  they  might  be  in  Turkey,  they  were 
worac  in  the  South  American  states,  for 
there  any  man  who  happened  to  speak 
English,  however  unprincipled  a  person 
he  might  be,  was  immediately  engaged,  and 
would  hold  completely  in  his  mouth  the 
interests  of  the  two  nations.  He  had  the 
highe€t  authority  for  saying  that  the  drago- 
man of  this  consul-general  was  a  person 
who  ought  not  to  he  intrusted  with  po- 
litical duties.  This  was  the  consequence 
of  appointing  a  oonsul-ceneral  and  vice- 
consul  who  had  no  single  qualification  fbr 
their  office.  He  appealed  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Manchester  (he  did  not  know 
whether  the  hon.  Member  were  present  or 
not),  whether  it  were  for  the  interest  of 
his  constituents  that  there  should  be  civil 
war  in  Colombia.^  Here,  then,  was  an 
instance  in  which  to  provide  fbr  a  political 
partisan,  the  noble  Viscount  had  not  only 
revived  an  office  which  he  had  previously 
declared  to  be  useless,  but  in  which  the 
direct  and  immediate  consequences  of 
such  a  step  were  proved  to  be  most  mis- 
chievous, by  the  inability  of  the  person 
appointed  to  fulfil  the  duties  which 
devolved  upon  him.  As  be  was  now  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Venecnelat  be  would 
remind  the  noUe  Visoouat  of  ■  most  ex* 
traordinary  proeeeding  which  occurred 
under  his  administration  in  that  quarter. 
Perhaps  there  ¥Fas  none  of  the  states  of 
Spanish  America  in  which  England  ulti- 
mately would  be  so  interested  as  in  Vene*. 
suela.  Its  vast  Atlantic  coast,  its  contiguity 
to  our  colonies,  the  immense  importance 
it  must  be  to  us  in  the  event  of  an  Ame- 
rican war,  were  circumstanoes  of  peculiar 
weight,  which  must  at  once  present  them* 
selves  to  the  mind  of  every  one  who  at  all 
considered  the  subject.  The  country,  be- 
sides, was  exceedingly  rich,  sugar  and 
barley  growing  in  the  same  field  dmost  at 
the  waterside;  and,  what  ¥Fas  most  re- 
markable, in  no  state  of  Spanish  America 
was  the  feeling  so  much  in  favour  uf 
England  as  in  Venesuela.  How,  then,  had 
British  interests  been  managed  in  Vene- 
xuela,  and  what  had  been  the  consequences? 
Mr. Canning  had  appointed  a  consul-general 

I  at  Caraccas,  the  capital  of  the  state.     Sir 
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Robert  Ker  Porter  was  consul*general  at 
Caniccas ;  there  was  also  a  full  consul  at 
Porto  Cabello.  He  understood  that  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter  some  yean  ago  had 
quitted  Venezuela  on  leave  of  absence, 
that  he  had  gone  to  St.  Petersburgh,  and 
that  he  never  meant  to  return;  but  he 
sup{X)sed  British  interests  were  attended 
to  in  hiM  absence  by  the  consul  at  Porto 
CulK'Ha  But  he  had  seen  an  announce- 
ment in  a  news}nper  of  the  death  of  this 
consul  at  Liverpool  in  1839.  'flius  there 
was  the  consul-general  of  Venezuela  living 
in  St.  Petersburgh,  and  the  consul  of 
Porto  Cabello  in  the  same  republic,  dying 
at  Liverpool.  Sir  R.  Ker  Porter  being  still 
absent  from  Caraccas^  and  the  consul  at 
Pnrto  Cabello  being  dead,  it  was  not  till 
September,  1841,  that  memorable  |ieriod 
when  they  were  favoured  with  a  batch  of 
ban»nets,  and  privy  councillors,  that  a  batch 
of  consuls  stole  into  notiix*,  whose  ap- 
pointments were  signed,  sealed,  and  de- 
livered in  the  last  gasp  of  the  noble  Vis- 
count's political  existence.  Then  it  was 
that  a  consul  was  ap^Nunted  to  Purto 
Cabello  ;  and  who  was  he?  Mr.  Florence 
O'Leary.  He  had  made  some  inquiry  with 
respect  to  the  history  of  that  functionary, 
and  he  found  that  he  was  a  naturalized 
subject  of  Venezuela,  a  general  in  the 
service,  and  still  receiving  the  pay  of  that 
state.  Ho  had  heard  that  Mr.  O'l^earv 
had  used  very  |iotent  parliamentary  in* 
llucnre  to  be  appointed  consul,  but  thf 
noble  Viscount  had  refused  the  application. 
The  noblo  Viitcount  generally  took  the 
right  (.tHine  at  fint ;  but  when  he  had  no 
less  than  nine  eon  mi  Is  to  make  at  the  la^t 
gasp  he  got  reckless,  and  in  roost  instaiui-k 
ap|)ointed  the  very  iiersons  he  had  formerly 
refused.  We  now,  therefon.%  liad  a* 
British  consul  at  Veneiuehi  a  gentleii>.iii 
who  was  a  Venezuelan  subject  and  a  general 
offi«*er  in  the  |ny  of  that  sute.  What  had 
liappened?  Venezuela  wan  ju»t  that  pjrt 
of  the  world  in  which  what  were  calL-d 
political  intemta  existed,  and  dipli iiii.it ic 
que»tiiMi<  were  likely  t4»  arise,  and  for  this 
substantial  reason— in  cunmvtion  with  our 
pn»viiice  of  New  Ciuiana  we  had  a  boundary 
quciktioti  with  the  republic  of  Wmil-zucLl  ' 
An  ini|M»rtant  tract  of  land  contiguous 
tii  the  Dnnuiko  was  clainK^l  by  bi>th  gi*-  , 
vemnientH ;  andour  inii-resti  with  re«|)rit  | 
to  that  boundary  were  to  be  represented  : 
and  niaiiitainetl  by  ■  general  ollicer  and 
subjet  t  of  Venezuela.  Per  hup  miiii«'  would 
be  fiiiind  to  Imik  with  iiitlitii-riiue  mi  a  , 
boundary  question   UtWiT-n    thu   couuiry 


and  Venezuela,  but  only  fifty  yean 
they  had  signed  a  scrambling  i|piannttRa9 
with  America  another  repiiDli&  Sane,  no 
doubt,  had  at  the  time  looked  with  !■• 
difference  on  that  treaty  abo,  but  wliet 
were  the  consequences  of  neglecting  the 
boundary  of  Maine?  They  were  now 
compelled  to  send  a  special  envoj  of  th« 
highest  character,  and  one  of  the  princiial 
objects  of  his  mission  was  to  define  tna 
boundary —  to  determine  whether  the 
mountains  were  to  be  found  which  the 
other  party  alleged  did  not  exists  and 
whether  certain  waters  were  the  waters  of 
a  river  or  of  the  ocean.  Circumftanoei  of 
a  similar  character  might  again  ariae  with 
respect  to  the  Venezuela  boundanr«  and 
the  interests  of  England  would  be  lepa^ 
sented  by  General  Fbrenoe  O'Lniy. 
He  would  give  another  instance  iUuitm- 
tivc  of  that  happy  system  of  the  paUio 
service  which  perpetually  preiaed  oooauk 
into  plenipotentiaries.  In  1838  there  waa 
a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Hedges,  aa 
officer  in  the  British  army,  who  had  atrong 
claims  on  the  noble  Viscount,  and«  then 
being  no  consulship  vacant  at  the  tiBMb 
one  was  conveniently  created  for  him  m 
Scrvia?  And  what  was  the  oona^ 
quence?  When  he  arrived  be  found  hie 
consular  duties  slight;  but  events  wets 
stirring  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  ha 
threw  himself  into  the  heat  of  every  poHli- 
cal  intrigue,  so  that  in  the  course  of  eighteaa 
months  he  had  produced  such  a  complica- 
tion of  circumstances  as  would  take  twa 
ambassadors  extraordinary  to  resolve.  Tha 
noble  Viicount  did  not  recall  him,  and  fiw 
this  sufficient  reason  Colonel  Hodges  waa 
driven  out.  by  the  inliabitants,  the  priaoa 
he  had  supportetl  lost  his  throne»  the 
house  of  Colonel  Hodges  ¥Fas  bumtp  and 
he  ded  to  Vienna.  Such  was  the  cop* 
sei|uence  of  sending  him  to  Senria.  No 
consul  waik  ap|niiiteil  for  Senria  f  r  a 
y«-ar;  and  he  really  thought  the  nobia 
ViMfHint  hml  pn»fited  by  ezperience,  aa 
tlLit  the  person  sent  out  woula  at  least  ha 
a  man  of  ability,  of  diplomatic  expcrienei^ 
and  [Militical  character,  to  ezercise  soose  ia* 
fluemi*  over  tliow  with  whom  he  had  to 
ileal .  Hut  ill  the  memorable  month  of  Srp- 
itiiiluT,  1^41.  the  5Wrvian  consulship  waa 
u;;.iiii  tilled  up  by  a  gentleman  whom  tha 
niilile  ViM-onut  had  it*aklled  years  ago-^llsi 
l>f  Fiinblaiique — and  whose  expUnaiioaa 
di  1  nut  Mxnw  to  have  been  at  the  time  vecj 
%aii»i.u-tiirv  to  the  noble  Viirount.  Ha 
had  Ui-n  M'tit  olf  to  Servia,  but  had 
yrt  arrivt-il.     He  was  sorry  to  ti 
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long  on  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  but 
he  would  now  direct  their  attention  to  the 
second  department  of  his  subject,  and  en- 
deavour to  show  that  in  a  commercial  point 
of  view  our  consular  establishments  were 
the  roost  ineffective  and  useless  service  that 
now  existed  ;  and  here  too  he  should  have 
to  summon  the  noble  Viscount  as  a  wit- 
ness. He  must  again  recall  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  country  which  he  had 
already  noticed,  and  which  had  exer- 
cised so  great  an  influence,  over  modem 
politics,  that  it  was  impossible  to  enter 
upon  investigations*  of  this  nature  without 
adverting  to  it  The  noble  Viscount  having 
his  time  fully  occupied  with  France  and 
Bel^um  could,  of  course,  pay  little  at- 
tention to  the  Levant,  in  order  to  prevent 
theinvasionof  Sjrria.  But  the  noble  Viscount 
having  made  a  sort  of  settlement  in  Europe, 
displayed  the  roost  determined  energy  in 
order  to  extricate  himself  from  the  con- 
sequences of  his  previous  want  of  fore- 
sight. He  was  perpetually  trying  to  do 
away  with  the  evil  effects  of  that  fatal 
event — the  invasion  of  Syria.  He  said, 
he  could  not  settle  the  eastern  question 
without  a  recourse  to  arms,  and  therefore 
he  must  have  an  accurate  statistical  report 
of  Egypt,  information  as  to  her  population, 
her  resources,  her  productions,  agricultural 
and  manufacturing,  her  revenues  and  ex- 
penditure, her  system  of  commerce,  her 
power  to  maintain  armies,  and  all  such  in- 
formation. That  report  was  made,  laid  on 
the  Table,  printed,  and  was  now  in  the 
possession  of  every  Member  of  Parliament. 
But  that  report  was  not  prepared  by  a  con- 
sul. We  had  a  consul-general  in  Egypt 
at  a  salary  of  1,600/.  per  annum  ;  another 
consul  at  Alexandria,  at  450/.,  with  a  vice- 
consul,  at  300/.,  and  one  at  Cairo,  at  300/. ; 
making  in  all  for  our  consular  establbh- 
roent  in  Egypt  an  expense  of  2,650/.  ; 
yet,  after  alU  the  consul-general,  with  all 
his  consuls  and  vice-consuls,  did  not  sup- 
ply the  noble  Viscount  with  the  informa- 
tion he  wanted  respecting  Egypt.  The 
noble  Viscount  wished  to  have  an  idea  of 
the  character  and  resources  not  only  of 
Egypt  but  also  of  Syria;  he  wished  to 
have  a  similar  report,  statistical  and  com- 
mercial, with  respect  to  the  invaded  coun- 
try. In  Sjrria  we  had  a  magnificent  con- 
sular establishment,  one  full  consul  at  Da- 
mascus, another  at  Beyrout,  another  at 
Aleppo,  and  vice  consuls  at  Tarsus,  and  Alex- 
andretta.  The  report  in  question  had  been 
made,  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House, 
printed,  and  distributed  i  bat  it  also  was  not 


supplied  by  the  consular  service.  There 
was  another  country  which  bore  the  most 
intimate  relations  with  Egypt — he  meant 
the  island  of  Candia.  The  noble  Viscount 
took  an  enlarged  and  comprehensive  view 
of  the  Eastern  que^ion ;  he  said  it  was 
not  only  necessary  tp  be  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  commerce  and  resources 
of  Egypt  and  S3rria,  but  he  desired  a  report 
to  be  furnished  of  the  island  of  Candia.  A 
report  was  made,  laid  on  the  Table,  and 
printed,  of  which  he  would  read  the  first 
sentence,  as  the  most  wonderful  that  had 
ever  been  written  by  any  person  who  made 
a  report. 

"  I  have  not  been  able,'*  (said  the  learned 
commissioner  on  that  occasion),  **  I  have  not 
been  able  to  visit  the  island  of  Candia,  but 
though  I  did  not  land  in  Candia  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  some  ioterfiews  with  the  pasha  of 
that  island  in  Syria.'* 

Was  not  this  an  incontestable  argument 
in  favour  of  his  proposition  ?  They  had  a 
consul  in  Candia,  but  the  noble  Viscount  ac- 
tually preferred  a  report  on  the  island  by  a 
person  who  had  never  visited  it.  Surely  it 
was  the  most  flattering  compliment  ever  paid 
to  a  public  man,  that  Government  should 
have  such  confidence  in  him  as  to  request 
him  to  prepare  a  report  of  a  country  he 
had  never  visited ;  it  was  more  flattering 
still,  that  Parliament  should  order  that  re- 
port to  be  printed ;  but  it  was  most  flatter- 
ing of  all  that  a  report  thus  ordered  by  the 
Government,  and  thus  printed  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  should  have  been  paid 
for  by  the  public.  There  was  another 
island  contiguous  to  Candia  where  we  had 
a  consular  establishment,  part  of  a  king- 
dom, where  indeed  the  effect  of  the 
double  service,  diplomatic  and  consular, 
was  seen  in  perfection.  The  envoy,  to 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies  had  a 
salary  of  2,400/.  per  annum,  and  the  secre- 
tary of  legation  2,000/.  There  were  also 
three  consuls  at  large  salaries,  and  three 
vice-consuls ;  so  that  in  that  little  kingdom 
they  had  two  services,  which  cost  nearly 
6,000/.  a  year.  He  would  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  one  remarkable  circum- 
stance illustrative  of  the  value  of  such  an 
establishment,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  public  interests  were  attended  to.  It 
appeared  that  a  new  treaty  of  commerce 
was  about  to  be  prepared,  and  questions  re- 
lating to  the  sulphur  monopoly  arose.  He 
supposed  the  circumstances  to  be  investi- 
gated were  so  complicated,  or  that  the 
public  business  in  the  fervid  clime  of  Na« 
pies,  did  not  go  on  so  freely  as  could  be 
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wiiihed,  but  it  became  ueocssary  to  sund  over  which  had  tukcii  place  with  raipect  to  Um 

an  extraordinary  agent,  with  the  title  of  commercial  treaty  with  Naplei  the  nil- 

her  Majesty's  Commissioner  to  manage  the  phur  question  would,  when  they  been 

ailain.     lie  must  now  read  to  the  liouao  known,  as  thoy  must,  produce  a  deop  i 

a    sliort  extract  from  the  official  corre-  pression  on  the  public  mind«  Though  not 

spondence.     Mr.  Maegre^r,  on  arriving  at  aristocrat,  he  would  be  the  last  penoD  to  i 

Naples  with  the  commercud  treaty  in  pctio,  dulse  in  anti*aristocratic  invectiveai    Sn 

and  the  sulphur  question  in  a  state  of  the  ebullitions  as   often    perh^w   doaked   m 

most  complicated  difficulty,  wrote  thus :—  feeling  of  mortified  vanity,  as  they  ex- 
pressed the  oonTiction  of  an  enlightfloel 

"  I  confess  that  the  ststements  made  to  me  philosophy.      He   was  quite   mm.  th«L 

''**Ar  '^  l*"'.!!^*^*'"^  "^'"''P^il^  f  ri^^^  ^^^  the  noble  Viuount  acceded  to  poiw 

coDtideoce  in  them^it  approached  hardihooa  .      ^^'nx  •.!.  !_•  i.'^jiT 

to  anscrl  thit  the  onertuoDS  of  ih«  sulphur  '"    ^^^'  c^rrymg  "^^^b.^""'  ••.  >>«  '>'• 


monopoly  had  cut  off  the  navigation  of  more  great  expei ience,  recognised  ahUity, 
than  :j(K)  ships  of  from  150  to  :}A0  tons  bur- 1  perhaps,  une(|uallcil  powers  for  pdblie 
den,"  &c.    «  Under  tliese  circumstances   I    ness,  it  was  no  dbtadvantage  to  the 


considered  it  would  be  necessary  for  roe  to 
visit  the  island  of  Sicily  and  ascertain  the 
facts,  that  I  might  state  tliem  confidently  as 
such  io  the  Prince  de  Cassaro  aud  tu  his  Sicil- 
ian majesty,  and  then  nnotx  die  wbule  statisti- 
cally to  yuur  lordship/ 

Is  it  |M)siublc,  then,  that  neitlior  class  of 
public  servanta,  diplomatic  or  cnnsular, 
(x>uld  ascertain  these  facts?  Mr.  Macgre- 
gor  then  states,^ 

"  I,  however,  soon  discovert^d,  that  notwith- 
standing the  undoubted  sincerity  of  the  IVincc 
of  I'nsMro,  and  the  intentions  of  the  king,  in. 
Irigm*  and  corruption  were  actively  at  work  to 
fruslrutir  the  power  of  thtr  prince,  and  proini%e 
expressed  bj  his  majesty.  They  artfully  repre- 
sented," &.C. 

Apiin,  Mr.  Macgregor  stated,— 

'*  Of  his  majesty 'li  sincere  intentions  I  had 
no  reavina  to  doubt,  but  in  ihi'  mini.Hter  of  the 
inlcrinr  I  knew  that  no  c<inlidetice  cituld  be 
placed  ;  and  with  his  inMuence  at  <  ourt,  and 
especially  over  his  majesty's  confessor,"  ^c. 

And  in  another  phu*v  tlic  name  of  the 
I)Ui-hc<is  de  Herri  ap|)earcd.  Now,  he 
askeil  if  this  was  not  dijilomatic  corn'>|N>ntl- 
cnce,  whiit  was?  Here  wu-s  u  man,  luv- 
ing  interviews  with  prime  niiniMen,  uml 
aiidieniv.s  with  sovcreigiiN.  and  obliged 
to  UM.*  his  ctidc*uvourk  to  frustrate  in- 
tripii-  .ind  ivrniption,  to  combat  the 
designs  of  the  minister  of  the  interior, 
( xcTi  isiiig  iiitluciitL'  over  the  king's  con- 
fcvMir;  while  in  the  Uukgrouiid,  a  royal 
dlulil^^  was  i  lit  rod  iii'ed,  pulling  the  strings 
iif  ilie  I  upuetA.  U'hy,  tlun,  were  ihcre  u 
niiiii^tir  I'linipitentiary  and  a  Mrrctary  of 
legation  at  the  Two  Sitilics ?  Surely  m* 
iH-rMMi  would  pntend  that  Mr.  Mai-gn-gor 
W4.«  M.iit  out  as  a  nuTo  agent  of  the  BiMrd 
III'  Trade,  ulien  he  told  vou  that  he  was 
oiilipil  ti)  cmintiRut  intrigue  and  corru)»- 
tiuu ."    lie  believed   that  the  trausaetivos 


Viscount,  that  he,  in  addition  to  all 
considerable  qualifications^  bore  an 
name.     On  the  contrary^  that  was  a 
recommendation  to  the  noble  Vlsoount,  te 


Ifa 


whatever  elicet  reform  or  revolutioa 
have,  the  i^-ople  of  this  country 
deeply  attached  to  their  old  familial, 
observed,  in  a  popular  history  the 
day,  that  the  public  were  congntu 
that  the  conqueror  of  Napoleon  was  not  a 
mere  iioldier,  but  alio  the  younger  son  of  hi 
Irish  Teer.  In  fact,  a  peraun  m  office^  «ft- 
ercising  initronage  in  favour  of  his  oear  iv> 
lutivc*s,  wiw  never  looked  upon  with  an  in- 
vidious eye,  {mividctl  tlic  persons  appeinlad 
were  qualified  fur  their  aitiiatiuas,  for  thia 
cxereiM'  of  |iutnmuge  might  be  his  deaieal 
reward  for  all  his  oHicial  servioea.  Bul»  m 
pro|)orti(m  as  the  feelings  of  the  pHph 
were  attached  to  their  «dd  families,  in  mo* 
]Nirti(m  as  tliey  were  glad  to  see  the  ens' 
era  tic  scions  of  the  countiy  prcfemsd  to 
lice  so  a  feeling  of  disgust  was  excited 
they  saw  them  tlirust  into  stations 
on  acitiunt  of  their  cunncctiona.  HThat 
tran^iireil  in  respect  to  all  the 
connected  with  .Sicily  must  produce  a  mat 
etiect  (m  the  public  mind.  It  waa  clov» 
that  if  such  a  svMcm  am  tinned  io  he  por^ 
sued  individually,  it  mtut  tend  to  politied 
diaa^ier,  and  if  itersisted  in  genendly^ 
must  leuil  to  public  ruin.  Proceeding  Io 
the  Pontifical  states,  was  there  not,  hn 
asked,  a  iimsul  at  A  noma  who  might  baw 
been  intrustcnl  with  the  task  of  affoidiM 
>tati5tieal  information  rcs|iecting  Romt 
The  late  Ciovemment  were  so  anaaooily 
inlhii  need  by  a  laudable  desire  for  infi 
tion,  that  even  little  Lucca  did  not 
but  had  its  paid  report  and  paid  oon 
sioner.  A  statistical  report  on  Luecnl 
Surelv  some  ulltukr  of  the  Florentine  ~ 
gat  ion  might  have  given  lu  this ; 
oier  the  duchy,  drmuk  the  watcfi» 
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his  statistical  report  in  a  letter  to  a  lady, 
who  could  have  taken  the  opportunity  of 
reading  it  to  the  noble  Viscount  opposite  at 
the6rstasBerobly  where  they  met  This  was 
his  idea  of  the  character  of  a  statistical 
report  on  Lucca.   However,  it  ¥Fas  thought 
necessary  to  send  a  special  envoy  there; 
and,  above  all,  a  learned  doctor.     There 
was  scarcely  a  digmu  nodus.    The  divinity 
was  too  capacious  for  such  a  slight  solution. 
With  regard  to  Tuscany,   the   case  was 
most  extraordinary.  There  we  had  a  diplo- 
matic minister,  a  secretary  of  legation,  and 
a  consul,  with  salaries  amounting  to  3,082/. 
a-yeor.     Well,  a  report  was  required  on 
tho  trade  and  navigation  of  the  port  of  Leg- 
horn ;   the  report  consisted  of  fifty  pages 
only,  and  yet  it  proceeded  from  no  one  con- 
nected with  the  diplomatic  or  consular  estab- 
lishments.   In  Lombardy  we  had  a  consul- 
general  with  \,0O0L  a-ycar,  and  no  busi- 
ness ;  and  a  vice-consul  with  350/.  a-year ; 
3ret  a  report  on  the  trade  and  navigation 
of    Trieste    was    entrusted    to    neither 
of  them.     There  was   scarcely  a  single 
spot  which  had  not  been  enquired  into, 
through   the  laudable  efforts  of  the  late 
Government  to  obtain  statistical  informa- 
tion ;  but  the  most  curious  thing  was,  that 
in  procuring  this  information   they  con- 
demned their  own  servants,  for  they  could 
not  trust  their  diplomatic  or  consular  offi- 
cers.   They  wanted  a  report  on  the  manu 
factures  of  Switserland,  and  what  was  the 
course  of  proceeding  ?  No  instance  he  could 
adduce  was  so  flagrant— so  annihilating  to 
the  reputation   ci  our  foreign  service  as 
this.     In  Switzerland  they  had  a  minister 
plenipotentiary  with  3,000/.  a*year.     He 
was  an  old  coosuLgcneral ;   and  therefore 
it  might  be  presumed,  that  thouffh  a  diplo- 
matist, he  would  condescend  to  nimish  the 
information.    On  the  contrary.    There  was 
a  report,  it  was  true,  but  the  minister  did 
not  supply  the  information.      In  France 
there  was  a  diplomatic  establishment  with 
salaries  amounting  to  1 1,000/.,  and  a  con. 
sular  establishment  (consisting  of  fifteen 
consuls)  with  salaries  amounting  to  4,000/. 
In  the  year  1831  there  was  a  consul-gene- 
ral with  a  salary  of  1,000/.  a-year.   TheGo. 
vemment  of  the  eountry  were  then  desiroos 
that  a  misabn  should  be  sent  to  France 
to  ascertain  the  way  in  which  the  systam 
of  book-keeping  was  carried  on  there  (in  the 
Govennnent  offioea,)  whi^  was  considered 
so  very  superior  to  the  mode  adopted  in 
this  country,  though  eminent  for  its  com- 
mercial tnmsactioniL    None  of  the  diplo- 
matic or  contular  agnts  could  lopply 


information.  And  now  he  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  single  paragraph 
in  the  report  on  the  Frendi  finance  of 
1831,  explanatory  of  this  system  of  book- 
keeping.    It  was  there  observed— 

^  It  is  only  by  the  presentation  of  tables  re- 
sembling one  another,  and,  in  fact,  emanating 
all  from  a  common  original  model,  that  the 
conpletsness  and  efficiency  of  the  machinery 
can  oe  shown.  This  course  is  made  insritable 
at  every  stsp ;  every  one  recorded  fact  has  an 
imnediate  and  nscessary  connexion  with  svery 
other,  snd  an  unbroken  reference  to  a  general 
result.  M.  Laffitte  assured  me,  and  the  au« 
thority  of  the  minister  of  finance  is  doubly  va- 
luable from  bis  previous  experience  as  a  man 
of  business,  that  he  believed  the  present  sys- 
tem was  scarcely  susceptible  of  amelioration  ; 
that  he  had  found  the  machinery  complete,  and 
its  working  both  easy  and  efficient.  It  had  pro- 
vided perfect  security  against  all  malversa- 
tion." 

Again,  in  another  part  of  the  report  it 
was  stated,— 

^  No  accounts  were  ever  subjected  before  to 
a  scrutiny  so  complete  as  that  which  it  con- 
stantly operating  in  France," 

and  all 

-— <*  by  the  introduction  of  well-devised  formS| 
emanating  from  one  central  point,  all  harmon- 
izing with  one  another,  and  with  their  common 
source." 

He  thought  the  Government  were  per- 
fectly justified,  on  understanding  that  tliere 
was  this  perfect  system  of  book-keeping  in 
France,  in  instituting  an  inquiry  into  the 
subject ;  and,  of  course,  if  they  had  no  di- 
plomatic or  consular  agent  they  could  trtist 
to  acquire  the  necessary  information,  they 
mtist,  of  course,  send  a  special  envoy.  It 
was  possible  that  the  consular  body  were 
not  of  the  same  opinion  as  M.  Laffitte,  who 

'*  Believed  the  system  to  be  scarcely  sus« 
ceplible  of  melioration  ;  and  to  provide  a  per« 
feet  security  against  fraud.'' 

It  was  certainly  a  very  remarkable  fact 
that  a  voluminous  parliamentary  report  was 
made  on  the  subject  by  a  special  commis- 
sion, that  the  report  was  printed  and  dis- 
tributed, and  M.  Keener,  the  French 
aocountant^^general,  immediately  after  de- 
camped, learinc  a  deficit  of  20,000,000f 
The  same  British  commissioner  proceeded 
to  the  Netherlands:  though  there  were 
British  consuls  in  that  country,  they,  it 
appeared,  were  unable  to  furnish  the  in- 
formation required  by  the  Government^ 
and  it  was  a  curious  fact,  that  whenever 
a  oommeicial  treaty  was  wanted 
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(liiiliiinatlc  nor  consular  a;^nts  were  in- 
trusted  Willi  the  ncgotmlioiis,  but  an  ex- 
tmoriiinarv  mission  wus  olwavs  hud  re* 
c*ourse  to.  In  I8t31  there  were  two  mis- 
sions of  this  kind.  <  )ne  went  to  Paris ;  and 
in  1  S3'2  it  wus,  he  believed,  that  the  noble 
\'iscount  opposite  (Viscount  Palmcrston) 
informed  the  House  that  the  treaty  was  to 
be  laid  on  the  Table.  It  had  not,  how. 
ever,  been  laid  on  the  Table  yet.  It  was 
maturing,  he  supposed.  He  was  glad  to 
ob^Tve,  that  in  the  recent  negotiations  the 
secretary  of  embassy  at  Paris  had  taken  a 
|nirt ',  and  it  was  with  satisfaction  he  took 
this  opjKirt unity  of  congratulating  the 
Mouse  that  the  late  change  of  Goveni- 
nicnt  hud  not  deprived  the  countr}'  of  the 
bcrviccs  of  tills  intelligent  functionary. 
l*hough  he  diiTered  from  the  (rentlemun  in 
qiienion  on  politics,  he  was  not  blind  to 
Ills  great  ability,  his  talents  and  his  studies 
equally  adapted  him  for  the  profession  he 
l>ursued,  the  duties  of  which  no  one  more 
clearly  comprehended.  lie  was  glad  that  the 
valuable  scTvices  of  Mr.  Hulwer  were  still 
preserved  to  this  i^ountry ;  and  if  ever  the 
present  treat v  should  be  completed,  it 
would  be  mainly  owing  to  his  great  exer- 
tions. The  next  subject  which  attructetl 
the  attention  of  the  (ioveniineiit  was  the 
state  of  art  and  artisans  aliroml.  They 
wanted  to  know  how  the  artisans  fed  and 
lived  in  Switzerland,  Helgium,  Franco,  and 
Austria.  It  apiK-ared  that  the  (lo^i-Tn- 
meiit  (ouid  not  m(ucl-/c  a  dn»p  of  inftmiia- 
tioii  out  uf  tliiir  iiMiMilar  agentn.  This 
wan  the  case  in  Fraiuv,  Uclgtuni,  Swil/cr- 
land,  and  the  Nitherland.K.  At  lu^t  tluy 
Sent  to    .\ll^tri:L     lie    would    rciuind  the 


ing  stmiething  of  1^ipnc»  to  see  how  tba 
ap)H)intnicnt  would  be  61led  up ;  for  tbcra 
wiis  hardlv  a  place  where  a  man  pamtmnm 
sufficient  capacity,  might  perform  more  «■• 
scntial  service  to  his  country  than  hi  dwi 
city.  It  was  the  great  centre  of  Gennmi 
commerce.  A  consul  at  Leinic  wooU 
be  enabled  to  watch  the  deveJopment  of 
the  Zollvercin  and  give  the  most  vahiB* 
ble  information  to  tlw  Government.  Thm 
noble  Viscount  opposite  (Visooont  Fd* 
mcrston)  appointed  as  consul  at  I  f ipmr 
Mr.  J.  Hart:  and  if  the  noble  Viaooonl 
had  searched  all  England  over,  he  ooold 
not  have  selected  a  more  unfit  penon  for  the 
oiiicc.  He  did  not  inquire  what  were  hia 
original  pursuits,  what  his  relations  were 
with  the  noble  Viscount  or  with  those  who 
had  recommended  him.  He  simply  stated 
and  he  had  no  fear  of  being  enabled  to  aub- 
ftantiute  his  observation,  that,  taking  every- 
thing  into  consideration,  the  appomtawal 
wus  disgraceful  to  the  person  who  Diede 
it.  And  this  was  a  q)ccimen  of  the  ooiu 
sular  system ;  but  he  must,  in  justice*  as^, 
he  believed  another  Minister  might  have 
made  such  an  appointment.  The  consoler 
establishment  wus  considered  a  refuge  ler 
the  destitute.  All  who  wca*  hnken  is 
fortune  or  reputation  were  roa<le  coosolBi 
There  wus  in  munv  fuinilies  one  member 
who  would  do  n(»thing,  and  fur  whom  anjT* 
thing  w;is  thought  to  be  good  enough  ; 
invariably  bin  relatives,  endeavmirod  lo 
procure  for  him  the  situation  of  consuL 
This  showeil  the  influence  of  the  proceed* 
iiigs  uf  <toveninient  on  puldic  manneia. 
'Ilie  ccuisular  e>tablishnK*nt  had  been  made 
the   means  of  continual  jobbing.     Every 


Huu>c  that,  ln-Hiilo  the  silarieil  nienilH  rs  of    >)K.'cicx  of  jobbing  which  the  spirit  of  factioe 
our  e!iilja!»>v  there  were  a  varietv  of  iinp.uil    could  invent  would  be  found  to  exist  in  the 

*  *  s  

attatfitA,  who,  having  indcjiendent  means  consular  By«(t em.  In  the  district  oC  the  ZoU- 
of  living,  were  studying  the  jirofession  vereiii  there  exi.itetl  British  diplomatae 
of  diploniatistN.  Now,  how  uiuM  tlio^e  eHtablishnient!!  drawing  an  annual  inooese 
(M'ntlimcn  )k:  Ixlter  em|1'»yi.d  than  in  '  of  *J(),(Nlf)/.  Wuh  there,  then,  anything 
g.iinin;*  in  fur  mat  ion  for  the  eiiuntr>' .''  Ifjin  the  ^tirring  streets  of  Stutgard  or  the 
the  cmtniry  rnpiired  in  for  mat  ion  resiieit-  i  lju>tling  M]uares  of  Munich  which  made 
ing  the  st.itt-  of  artis;uis  al^rooil.  could  it  ini]io»Mble  for  our  public  servants  lo 
it  not  tru^t  a  »ingle  niciiiUT  of  the  5|nire  some  attention  to  the  Zollvercin  do* 
diploiti;itii-  or  consular  r*italfli>hnients  ti>  '  tii-5  ?  Vit  a  5|icciul  envoy  was  sent  ahroad 
in.iLr  iltr  inijiiiiii's  '  lie  ntiil  not  re-  to  report  on  thin  lubject,  and  the  report  had 
mind  the  lluu^-  of  ihi*  cxistLiire  of  the  >  l)ei*n  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  Houses  He 
/■JlviTiin.  The  district  in  whirh  the  t(»ll  would  U*  im]nrtial,  and  would  now  tum 
unii'ii  e\i>ti(l  (-omprehiiidiil  live  ]irinii)ul  to  an  apiiointiiicnt  muilc  by  tlie  right  hoB. 
dipl(»iiiatu-  iiii<i«:ons  **  thow  of  Pruvtia,  Haninet  near  him.  The  right  hon.  lia« 
SuMiny.  lijvarij.  Frankfurt,  and  Wnrtem-  nmct  had  come  into  power  after  having 
bur;; ;  and  the  uniii*«l  ularie^  i^f  the  func«  i  hail  ever)'  oppi»rtunity  of  maturing  his  mea 
tiiiuario:mi«>iiiite.i  to  'Jd.UMW.  At  Keipsic  !  sure^  ;  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  whee 
there  wa^  a  Hriiiah  consul  ;  and  when  .  he  acceded  to  |iowcr  his  policy  was  detcfw 
the  pU«:t:  Iccamti  vaciUiti  be  wAtcbcd,  know.  I  minoil.    But  this  was  a  matter  d  fml 
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country,    and   there  must  be  details  for 
the    public.       All    the    information    re- 
quired by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  might 
have  been  found  in  the  archives  of  the  Go- 
vernment;  and  if  he  needed  fresher,  he 
might  have  got  it  by  return  of  post,     fiut 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,    in   reference  to 
the  com  question,  which  was  exciting  great 
excitement  throughout  Europe,  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  engage  Mr.  Meek,  and  send  him 
on  a  scrarobung,  rambling,  expedition  for 
six  weeks.     So  low  was  the  public  con- 
fidence in  the  established  public  servants ! 
He  thought  he  had  now  brought  before 
the  House  and  the  public  tlie  case  of  every 
country  between  the  Nile  and  the  Elbe,  in 
respect     to    our    consular    arrangements. 
There  was  one  country,  however,  to  which 
he  had  not  alluded,  and  that  country  had, 
by  recent  events,  acquired  an  immense  im. 
portance.      In  that  instance,   to  use  the 
language  of  the  noble  lord,  an  individual 
had  been  invested  with  the  title  of  a  super- 
intendent and  the  duties  of  a  consul.     He 
felt  certain  he  could  not  have  instanced 
a  place  in  which  the  principle  he  had  laid 
down  as  to  the  injurious  effects  of  the  dou- 
ble service  and  the  necessity  of  uniting  them 
could  have  met  with  a  more  complete  illus- 
tration. He  alluded  to  the  case  of  China. 
As  to  the  appointment  of  Captain  Elliot,  he 
wished  to  say  nothing.     Doubtless,  much 
of  the  misfortune  which  had  attended  the 
official  transactions  of  that  functionary  re- 
sulted from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  cha- 
racter with  which  the  British  Government 
had  invested  him.     Although  in  some  rare 
instances  the  very  indefiniteness  of  instruc- 
tions, and  the  unexpected  position  in  which 
individuals  had  been  placed,  had  proved  the 
very  means  of  developing  their  genius,  and 
such  was  the  case  with  Lord  Clive,  yet  these 
instances  were  rare  ;  and  consequently  he 
ascribed  much  of  the  evil  which  had  be- 
fallen Captain  Elliot's  mission  to  the  diffi- 
cult pontion  in  which  the  home  Govern- 
ment had  placed  him.     Few   men   were 
equal  to  the  discha^  of  duties  such  as 
those  which  Captain  Elliot  had  to  perform ; 
and  doubtless  it  was  owing  to  this  anoma- 
lous position,  that  he  was  so  often  found 
▼Bcillatinff   between    the   commercial  and 

Eolitical  interests  which  were  confided  to 
is*care.  This  distinction  between  interests 
in  which  there  was  no  difference,  had 
bnmeht  the  country  into  the  fatal  error  into 
which  it  had  fallen.  Both  in  the  case  of 
China,  as  also  in  the  case  of  Syria,  this  false 
principle  had  produced  the  ooUtical  disasters 
and  fiscal  misfortunes  uom  which  the 
satkm  ¥ra8 at  pxeoent mffianng*    Thojuwue 


i  Government  was  no  doubt  touched  with 
^  pity  at  the  mistakes  into  which  they  had 
themselves  brought  Captain  Elliot  by  the 
imperfect  instructions  with  which  he  had 
been  sent  out.     They,  therefore,  recaUed 
him.     But   when  Captain  Elliot  was  re- 
recalled,  the  next  question  was,  what  was  to 
be  done  with  him.  One  thing  only  was  left, 
"  We  must  make  him  a  consul  !**  and  Cap- 
tain Elliot  was  appointed  to  the  consulship 
of  Texas.    The  very  last  act  almost  of  the 
late  Government  was  the  appointment  of 
Captain  Elliot.     In  September,  1841,  the 
same  Gazette  which  announced  Uie  appoint- 
ments of  General  O'Leary  and  of  Mr.  De 
Fonblanque   contained   also  the  appoint- 
ment of  Captain  Elliot  to  the  consufsnip  of 
Texas.     He  had  now  detailed  to  the  House 
certain  facts  illustrative  of  the  system  on 
which  consular  appointments  were  at  pre- 
sent made.     He  had  already  shown  that  an 
arbitrary  distinction  in  the  public  service, 
between   political   and  commercial  duties, 
had  been  the  plea  by  which  incapable  indi- 
viduals had  been  improperly  appointed  to 
public  situations  in  which  they  had  been 
called  upon    to  fulfil    political   functions 
of  a  high  order,  and  were  incapable  of  per- 
forming commercial  duties  of  a  very  inferior 
degree.    There  was  another  point  which  he 
must  not  omit  to  notice.  It  was  said,  that  a 
consul    must  be  possessed   of  commercial 
knowledge ;  that  there  was  no  similarity  or 
kindred  feeling  between  political  and  com- 
mercial topics ;  and  on  this  account  it  was 
alleged,  that  different  individuals  must  be 
appointed  to  discharge  consular  and  purely 
diplomatic  functions.     Some  individuals  in 
the  House  paid  great  regard  to  tradition, 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  (Mr. 
Ward)  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  for  a 
return  of  the  peculiar  burdens  borne  by  the 
agricultural  interests.   Now,  he  should  very 
much  like  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  pe- 
culiar duties  borne  by  the  consular  interest. 
The  powers  of  a  consul  were  so  limited,  that 
by  the  Consular  Act  those  functionaries  could 
demand  to  see  neither  the  manifests  of  car- 
goes nor  the  registers  of  shipn.     Mr.  Mac- 
gregor  had  observed,  that  the  duties  of 
consuls  were  originally,  among  other  things, 
to  clear  the  ships'  cargoes.  But  all  this  had 
past.    The  duties  of  consuls  had,  by  change 
of  circumstances,  altogether  chansed.    A 
consul  had  certainly  authority  to  interf^ 
wherever  the  interests  of  the  cargoes  of 
our  ships  were  concerned.    An  ambassador 
had  the  same  authority.    Therefore,  it  was 
manifest  that  the  distinction  between  the 
character  of  anambassador  and  of  a  consul 
was  merely  one  of  degree* '  Tbe  fiwt  ¥raf| 
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that  the  consular  ijstcin  was  wholly  adapted 
to  a  former  age.  It  hod  sprung  up  under 
circumstances  which  were  no  longer  in 
existence.  In  the  case  of  consuls  in  the 
Lerant  the  office  was  invested  with  judi- 
cial authoritjj  and  he  thought  such  au- 
thority was  most  improperly  held  by  those 
consuls.  In  former  times  the  consuls  were 
in  the  habit  of  receiving  the  goods  which 
were  sent  to  the  port  at  which  they  were 
stationed,  but  since  the  practice  had  been 
adopted  of  merchants  having  their  own 
connignees  at  the  ports  to  which  they  made 
their  Hhipments,  the  discliarge  of  this  part 
(if  the  consular  office  had  fallen  totally  into 
disuse.  Then,  again,  the  emergencies  which 
tmce  called  for  the  aid  of  these  functionaries 
now  no  longer  existed.  They  were  no 
longer  needed  to  sofien  Ottoman  pride,  or 
to  assist  the  rude  civilisation  of  feudal  sim- 
plicity. But  though  their  offices  were 
obsolete,  the  officers  were  retained,  because 
it  was  known  that  every  country  must  be 
well  informed  respecting  foreign  subjects. 
Evmrr  Minister  now  knew,  that  without 
intelligence  the  Government  of  the  coun- 
try could  not  be  carried  on.  Accurate  in- 
formation was  the  spring  of  all  success.  As 
long  us  a  niiutstor  was  supplied  with  sound 
information,  the  country  would  not  be 
plunged  into  difficulties  by  rash  expeditions 
and  ignorant  treaties.  He  should  pro- 
|ioeie,  that  in  whatever  mvlnipolis  a  diplo- 
matic mivdon  might  exist,  the  commer- 
cial interest  slumld  be  placeil  under  such 
mission  ;  that  wlierever  nmtuls  of  the  first 
cbus  wcrt\  the  duties  of  aiiavhrs  should  be 
combined  with  those  at  |iresent  discharged ; 
but  that  consuLi  paid  only  by  fees  should  imH 
enter  the  dipl«>nmtic  service.  I  le  felt  con* 
M'ious  that  he  had  treqiasMcd  much  on  the 

Iiaticnrc  of  the  House,  and  he  thanked  the 
liHisc  f(»r  the  nnirtcsy  with  which  they 
hwl  hvttnl  him.  Many  points  he  knew  had 
been  omitted,  which  bore  on  this  im|iortant 
MibjiTt.  in  aaking  the  lltMisie  to  agree  to 
the  pnipnsitioii  he  now  submitted,  he  was 
not  asking  them  to  aanctiiin  any  wild  experi- 
ment, or  any  fanciful  tlicory.  He  mily 
oNkod  them  to  fix  their  seal  and  stamp  to 
what  pmctice  had  already  proved  useful, 
ami  experience  hod  already  sanctioned.  If 
the  House  assented  to  his  proposition  he 
anticipalod  the  moal  beneficial  rcnilta.  He 
exparted  a  new  era  would  commence  in  the 
foreign  affiiirs  of  this  country.  If  our  fo» 
reign  service  were  filled  by  a  well-educated, 
well-orgaoised,  and  a  well'^upcrintendcd 
ooqi»,  all  working  together  for  one  common 
intciligtble  codt  do  augimsd  thai  the  most 

iapoctMi  iwilu  nguU  coniei  aUkie  om^ 


ducivc  to  the  honour  of  the  Soverdgn,  sod 
the  welfare  of  the  country.  The  hoa. 
Member  concluded  by  moving  the  follow- 
ing resolution. 

**  That  it  appears  to  this  IioMe»  that  mmX 
iDcoDvenieoct  and  injury  to  the  public  wenwe 
have  arisen  from  the  avil  aflbirs  of  htr  M^ 
Jesty  in  foreign  countries  being  carried  on  bf 
two  distinct  services  j  and  that,  with  a  * 
of  advancing  those  commercial  inttrasts 
at  this  moment  so  ranch  occupy  oor 
deration,  it  is  expedient  that  measuiw 
be  forthwith  taken  to  blend  the  consular 
the  diplomatic  body.** 

Lord  C.  HamilUm  roae  to  aeoond  Iho 
motion  of  his  hou.  Friend.  He  would 
avoid  all  unneceasary  details,  and  all  per^ 
sonalities.  He  would  also  avoid  makinj 
allusion  as  much  as  posaiblc  to  porticahr 
appointments  and  to  private  cbaradonb 
because  he  thought  that  they  bore  hnt 
little  on  the  queation  befi>re  the  Honao. 
Much  higher  and  more  important  ui» 
teresta  were  involved  in  it.  He  Ml  thnft 
no  apology  was  due  for  the  introduction  of 
this  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Honni. 
Considering  that  the  House  repreientnd 
mercantile  iutercats  of  the  greatest  nagni- 
tude,  couaideriug  the  sums  which  won 
invested  in  mercantile  operationi.  iIm 
amount  of  talent,  energy,  and  akill  whick 
were  emploveil  in  the  uirectioti  oif  thens, 
he  did  think  tlie  House  would  nnt  rrfiiOO 
its  earnest  attention  to  a  subject  whick 
was  moat  intimately  connected  with 
important  interests.  Protection  to 
merchants,  and  the  acquiaition  of 
statistical  returns,  were  the  ol^iecta 
|Kised  by  the  motion  of  his  him.  Friend  ; 
and  in  aeconding  this  motion  he  hoped  In 
lie  allowctl  to  uder  a  kw  obaenraliOML 
liovever  inadequate  his  support  mi^t 
He  begged  in  the  first  place,  to  gtt 
against  being  suppuned  to  entertain  nny 
apprehensiuns  as  to  tlic  conduct  of  tM 
niible  LonI  at  present  preaidiug  at  thn 
Foreign-offiix*.  He  felt  aassured  that  ihn 
iM>ble  Ijord  would  make  no  appuintflMBlO 
which  would  Iw  prejudicial  to  Britiatl  to* 
teresta.  With  reapcct  to  the  way  if  inrfiMh 
the  ixmsular  system  was  eigatti«d,  Im 
thought  the  Houae  nuat  have  fielt  emnn 
surprise  at  the  lacU  which  had  been  laid 
before  them ;  and  lie  omaideied  thel  H 
waa  wonderful  that  while  the  oon 
interests  intrusted  t4>  the  ooneub 

extensive,  the  frame  work  of  the 

aystem  waa  so  defective,  and  ao  totally 
dilliensnt  from  what    prevailed  in  wvmj 
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DO  privileges ;  they  might  have  the  most 
weighty  charges  laid  against  them  without 
beioff  able  to  make  any  defence.     When  it 
was  known  what  important  services  were 
rendered   by  our   consuls  j    that  in  the 
various  difficulties  in  which  they  might  be 
placed  no  advice  was  to  be  hid ;  that  there 
was  always  a  necessity  for  prompt  decision^ 
while  no  code  was  in  existence  by  which 
that  decision  might  be  regulated — he  did 
think  the  House  would  deem  the  matter 
worthy  of  their  immediate  attention.    The 
commercial  traniactioos  of  this  country  he 
believed  exceeded  those  of  all  the  rest  of 
Europe,  and  yet  in  a  profession  which  had 
such  especial  reference  to  those  important 
interests  there  was  nothing  in  the  frame* 
work  of  the  profession  calcolated  to  pro- 
mote the  advancement  of  individuals  con- 
nected with  it.     There  was  no  scope  for 
merit  to  meet  its  due  reward.  Astonishinff 
as  the  defect  appeared,  it  was  rendered 
even  more  extraordinary  by  the  feet  that 
other  countries  had  long  seen  the  necessity 
of  a  code  of  laws  by  which  the  judgment 
of  their  consult  might  be  directed.    These 
codes  entered  into  details,  and  were  com- 
piled with  a  view  to  meet  as  much  as  pos- 
sible each   individual  case  which  might 
arise.    The    French   consular  code  pos- 
sessed especial  merit,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  code  of  our  own,  the  British  consuls 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  referring  to  it 
And  the  chief  part  of  its  contents  wore 
most  just  and  sensible.    Was  it  not  strange 
then,  that  while  France  had  found  the  ne- 
cessity of  such  a  code,  England  had  never 
had  recourse  to  so  simple  an  expedient  to 
relieve  the  consuls  of  their  great  responsi. 
bility.     He  was  aware  that  some  indis* 
tinct  laws  were  in    existence,  but  they 
were  found  to  be  altogether  insufficient 
for  the  purpoees  for  which  they  were  de- 
signed.   The  House  was  doubtless  aware 
that  when  Mr.  Canning  filled  the  office  of 
Foreign  Secretary  a  great  alteration  was 
made  in  the  composition  of  the  consular 
bodv.      Formerly  the  merchants  trading 
to  tne  different  ports  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  recommending  a  person  to  fill  the  office 
of  consul,  and  the  minister  had  usually  fol- 
lowed the  recommendation  of  the  m^- 
chants.    The  body  of  merchants«  having 
been  allowed  to  nominate  this  officer,  un- 
dertook to  pay  him  themselves ;  and  these 
consols  were  aHowed    to  prosecute  the 
trade  in  which  they  were  engaged.    This 
arrangement  was,  however,  found  to  be 
inexpedient,  since  they  were  frcauently 
pbliged  to  decide  io  cases  ia  whica  their 


own  interests  were  involved.     This  dis- 
advantage became  so  evident,  that  the 
practice   then    existing   was  done  away 
with,  and  hence  arose  the  prirsent  system 
of  consuls.     Unfortunately  in  appointing 
these  Gentlemen,  there  had  been  an  utter 
disregard  of  all  previous  qualification  for 
the  consular   omoe.    There  was  no  ac- 
quaintance with  the  commerce  of  the  coun* 
tries  whereto  they  were  sent,  or  with  the 
peculiar  manners  and  feelings  of  the  inha- 
bitants.   In  short,  there  seemed  never  to 
be  any  preparation  made  for  these  high  and 
responsible  situations.    Another  great  evil 
connected  with   the  present  system  was 
the  arbitrary  nature  of  the  appointments, 
which,  of  course,  involved  dismissals  as  ar- 
bitrary.   The  impression  appeared  to  be, 
that  it  would  be  superfluous  in  any  man  to 
give  himself  anv  trouble,  or  devote  an?  at- 
tention to  acquiring  proper  qualifications ; 
the  fact  being,  indeed,  that  the  consular 
situations  were  too  often  filled  up  by  the 
broken-down  and  disappointed  of  other 
prof»sions— 4)y  those  wno  had  foiled  in 
other  pursuits,  and  had  reached  a  period 
of  life  wherein  there  was  little  fodlity  of 
acquisition,  and  less  disposition  to  the  la- 
bour of  acquirement.    The  consequences 
of  the  ByMtem  might  easily  be  imagined  to 
be  such  as  had  in  fact  been  pointed  out. 
Most  justly,  for  example,  had   his  hon. 
Friend   alluded   to  the  undeniable  fiMSt, 
that  whenever  the  Government  wished 
particularly  valuable  and  useful  statietical 
information,  special  agents  had  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  collecting  it,  as 
in  a  recent  case;  the  consuls  who  were 
paid  handsomely  by  the  countrv,  ostensibly 
for  this  very  purpose  of  procuring  required 
information,  being  unable  to  furnish   it 
when  demanded.  Could  there  be  a  stronger 
self-condemnation  of  the  existing  system  ? 
The  appointment  of  special  a^nts  for  the 
procuring  of  peculiar  information,  entailed, 
of  course,  additional  expense.     Under  such 
a  system  as  the  present,  no  persons  of  re- 
spiKrtability,  education,  and  talent,  were 
at  all  likely  to  devote  time  and  attention 
to  the  attainment  of  the  numerous  qualifi- 
cations indispensable  for  a  doe  discharge 
of  the  diverse  duties  attachinff  to  the  coo- 
sular-office.     Yet  how  exceedingly  desira« 
Me  was  it  that  yoone  men  of  character 
and  ability  should  thus  dedicate  theiii« 
selves  to  a  course  of  preparation  for  duties 
so  multifimous,  so  important,  and  so  diffi- 
cult.   How  could  this  be  expected,  when 
the  appointments  and  the  dismissals  alike 
were  arbitrary,  ami  with  no  refetenos  tQ 
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real  fitiicss  and  qualification  P  This  was 
cakiilatcd  effectually  to  depress  that  lau- 
dable seal,  and  discourage  that  applica- 
tion, which  were  essential  to  the  well 
workin}^  of  our  consular  system.  There 
was  no  code  of  instruction— no  digest  of 
duties — no  scale  of  promotion — no  incen- 
tires  to  exertion— no  premium  for  talent, 
but  under  such  a  system  there  was  a 
sum  of  100,000/.  per  annum,  distributed 
among  about  1 70  persons ;  and  so  injudi- 
cious, so  injurious  were  the  arrangements, 
that  it  frequently  happened  that  appoint- 
ments were  given  to  such  as  were  least 
capable  of  filling  the  consular-office*  with 
efficiency,  to  such  as  had  no  knowledge  of 
and  had  acquired  no  experience  in  the 
high,  the  onerous  duties  of  their  intended 
stations.  In  ail  verting  to  some  particular 
instances  of  incongruous,  but  important 
duties,  performed  by  some  of  our  consuls, 
he  must  mention  that  one  gentleman  had 
been  emiiloyed  during  the  late  affairs  in 
Syria  to  bead  tnMps  and  conduct  warfare, 
and  had  been  intrusted  actually  with 
power  to  create  Emirs  by  the  Porte,  and 
had  exercised  the  |)owers  of  deposition. 
He  was  quite  prepared  to  be  told  that 
such  cases  as  these  were  extreme  instances 
and  singular  in  their  nature.  To  this  he 
would  rciily,  that  such  cases  slumld  be 
providc<l  for  in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  not 
cmlNUTass  and  confuse  the  whole  consular 
system.  So  it  was,  however*  that  un* 
q^uestionably  the  more  distant  and  difficult 
tlie  scene  of  duty,  the  more  dangerous, 
divcPH*,  and  delicate  the  duties  to  be  dis- 
charml,  the  less  defined  were  the  {lOwcrs, 
the  lets  clear  were  the  instructions,  the 
less  distinguished  was  the  functionary. 
He  might  advert  m«ire  particularly  to  the 
peculiarly  motley  character  of  the  consular 
office  in  the  I«evant,  where  our  consuls 
ai'ted  occasionally  as  magistrates,  notaries, 
commiwiioners  oi  health,  &c.,  and  where, 
just  as  the  duties  were  the  most  multifa- 
rious and  embarrassing,  the  instructions 
were  the  lea^t  luminous,  and  the  functions 
the  least  defined.  Their  situation  was 
most  important,  standing,  as  they  did,  be- 
tween our  subjects  on  the  one  Mde,  and 
the  foreign  iurisdictions  on  the  otiier,  and 
having  the  delicate  part  to  fulfil  of  repress* 
ing  the  irregularities  uf  the  former,  while 
restraining  the  encroachments  of  the  latter. 
Curious  instance^  might  be  given  of  the 
cxtraordinar)*  diverse  duties  they  were 
constantly  called  on  to  fulfil,  having  some- 
times to  take  recugnixances,  sometimes  to 
^U  disturbuoea ;  uA  it  wm  rery  caiy 


to  see  how  embarrassing  niiat  be  their 
situation  in  cases  of  dispute  between  Bri- 
tish and  foreign  subjects.  Ther  night 
control  their  own  countrymen,  wno  woaM 
naturally  refrain  from  contemotog  coam* 
lar  authority,  in  order  not  to  loee  the 
benefit  of  consular  protection ;  bat  ■§  te 
the  foreigner*  how  limited  their  pow, 
bow  imperfect  their  knowled^,  how  in* 
effectual  their  means  of  obtaioiog  jurtioe! 
Those  who  were  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
subject— on  which  a  report  in  the  year 
183d  threw  great  light— would  well  know 
the  diversity  of  foreign  usages  reapectieg 
civil  jurisdiction  ;  but  the  main  evil,  fkm 
chief  difficulty,  was  in  regard  to  criaiaal 
jurisdiction,  respecting  which,  too  oftea. 
the  attempt  to  admmister  ju§tice«  wae 
necessarily  either  a  mockery  or  an  eggn- 
vation.  Now,  was  this  a  system  which 
ought  to  prevail  P  He  hoped,  tliat  lie  had 
said  enough  to  show  that  the  aubfect  wm 
one  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Hooter 
and  he  thought  he  had  also  succeeded  in 
showing  that  the  present  was  a  state  of 
things  which  had  goue  on  too  long,  nad 
ought  not  to  be  jiermitted  to  contimia. 
As  an  instance  ot  the  injustice,  aad  ha 
might  fairly  say,  the  cruelty,  to  which 
the  present  system  gave  rise,  he  night 
refer  to  the  case  of  Mr.  larking,  the  gentle- 
man who  was  consul  at  Alexandria  daring 
the  late  important  events  in  Syria.  Ha 
neeil  hardly  remind  the  House,  thet  nt 
that  period  great  alarm  prevailed  anonglt 
tlie  British  residents  in  that  part  of  tna 
world.  I'he  noble  I^ord  opposite  bad  ae* 
knowledged  the  xeal,  the  talents,  and  the 
high  character  of  the  late  British  comnd 
at  Alexandria;  but,  as  mi^t  have  been 
expected,  considering  the  climate  and  the 
weight  of  the  functions  which  he  had  to  die* 
charge,  the  health  of  Mr.  Larkmgsank  un- 
der the  arduous  duties  which  devolved  upon 
him.  I'lider  those  circumstances,  he  uito* 
rally  solicited  leave  of  absence,  and  took 
occasion,  in  making  that  request,  to  «• 
press  a  li(»pc  that  no  reduction  would  be 
made  in  his  siilarv.  To  this  very  natumi, 
and,  an  it  might  be  considered,  just  VpU- 
catiiin.  he  received  from  the  nobk  Lords 
then  .SxrcUr\*  of  .State  for  Foreign 
.Vtliiirs,  the  following  reply  :— 


**  I  t;ikc  thii  opportunity  to  scquaint  ^ 
that  in  the  particular  itate  of  afTain  in  KfTptt 
her  Majesty's  (jovernneni  deem  it  essential 
for  the  pubtic  service,  thsi  the  consular  datam 
at  .\lckaDdria  should  be  performed  by  persona 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  mercantile  in* 
tcresu  of  the  pUcCj  and  the  Qncen  hi% 
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tbtrafoie,  bean  pleiMd  lo  cinc«l  yoar  ap. 
poiDtmenI  u  codiuI  at  Alcundria,  aod  to  ap- 
point Ut.  Stoddart  lo  be  your  lucceuor.  I 
have,  howcTer,  lo  cxpreu  to  you  my  approTil 
of  your  lerf  ices  during  the  lime  you  have  bteu 
coDtol  at  Aleiandrii." 

Immediately  od  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,  Mr.  Larking  took  stein  to  uode. 
ceire  the  uoble  Lord  with  respect  to  his 
supposed  connexion  with  commerdal  pur- 
auits.  Mr.  Larking,  in  a  letter  whicli  he 
addrcsKd  to  the  British  resideDta  in 
Egypt,  expressed  himself  in  these  terms : — 

"  I  lost  DO  time  in  pointing  out  to  hii  Lord- 
ship, thai  the  motive  alleged  Tor  my  remoral 
was  without  foundation,  and  must  have  re- 
sulted either  from  wilful  misrepresanlation,  or 
in  a  lupposition  on  the  part  of  hit  Lordship, 
thai  I  bsd  aniied  mjMlf  of  the  privilege  of 
trading  granted  me  hy  the  consular  reguls- 
lioni,  haviDf  never,  during  my  restdence  in 
Egypt,  been  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits. 
Id  coDfirmalioQ  of  this  asserljou  i  appealed  lo 
the  British  resident*  of  Alexandria,  and 
strengthened  that  appeal  hy  referring  his  Lord- 
ship to  Mr.  BidweU,Ihe  luperinlendent  oflhe 
Consular  Department,  lo  whom  shortly  after 
my  arrival  in  England  I  bad  pointed  oat  ihe 
propriety  of  withdrawing  from  consuls  at 
Alexsodria  Ihe  privilege  of  trading.  I  men- 
tioned to  his  Lordship  in  the  strongest  terms 
ihe  disappoiutmeot  and  mortification  I  felt 
on  being  thus  abrtiptty  and  unexpectedly  dis- 
missed fit>m  a  post,  in  the  possession  of  which 
I  had  considered  myself  secure,  so  long  as  I 
continued  faithfully  and  lealously  to  diiebai^e 
the  duties  assigned  to  it ;  bat  that  having  re- 
ceived repealed  intimations  both  officially  and 
otherwise  of  his  Lordship's  approbation  of  my 
conduct,  I  felt  conAdent  that  so  soon  as  his 
Lordship  was  made  aware  that  the  delermin- 
alion  lie  had  come  to  was  based  upon  erro- 
neous grounds,  he  would  not  hesitate  in  re- 
commending my  reinstatement." 

To  the  represeniationsof  Mr.  Larking  the 
noble  Lord  replied  in  terms  which  showed 
that  the  charge  of  trading  being  distinctly 
denied,  he  thought  it  espedient  to  shift 
his  ground  and  take  exception  to  Mr, 
Larking,  fur  being,  not  a  trader  or  agri- 
culturist, but  for  being  connected  by  mar- 
riage with  tiioae  who  were.  Tlieae  were 
the  terms  iti  which  the  noble  Lord  wrote 
upon  that  snbject: — 

"  1  have  received  your  two  letters,  dated 
ihe  Hih  nnd  IGth  init.,  in  which  you  urge,  as 
a  Tta%aa  why  you  should  be  reinitaled  as  her 
Maje^iy'i  consul  at  Alesaodiia,  that  during 
the  whole  period  of  your  residence  in  Egypt 
you  have  never  directly  nor  indirectly  engaged 
in  merciiitile  pursuits ;  and  Ihnl  you  had  lat- 
terly been  occupied  in  preparing  a  report 
upon    Ihe   necessity  of  inlrcNlucing    changes 


upon  the  consular  depattcneni  at  Alesaadria, 
and  especially  the  propriety  of  withdrawing 
from  the  consul  at  that  place  the  power  to 
trade.  In  reply,  I  have  to  observe,  thai  I 
believe  you  have  been  engaged  in  Egypt  in 
superintending  some  large  commercial  and 
agricultural  concerns  of  your  near  connesion 
by  marriage,  Mr.  Thurburn  ?  but  whatever 
may  have  been  the  precise  degree  in  whidi 
you  yourself  bsve  been  interested  in  the  com- 
mercial punuiis  and  engageraenls  of  your 
family  connexlDus  in  Egypt,  1  am  convinced 
the  arrangement  which  1  hare  advised  the 
Queen  lo  make  is  fnr  Ihe  advantage  of  the 
public  service,  and  I  cannot  reverse  it." 

When  Mr.  Larking  had  thus  received  the 
canRnnation  of  his  dismissal,  the  fact  be- 
came knowti  to  the  British  residents  in 
Egypt,  and  the^  lost  no  time  in  addressiiw 
a  letter  to  their  late  consul  to  this  ef- 
fect:— 

"  We  liasten  to  espress  our  great  concern 
at  your  abrupt  removal  from  the  situation  of 
consul  at  Alexandria.  During  your  residence 
amongst  us  you  had  acquired  our  esteem  bv 
the  attention  you  gave  to  our  represenlatioos, 
and  ibe  zealous  manner  in  which  you  ad  to* 
caied  our  interests  when  called  npon  to  do  so. 
We  full;  admit  the  wisdom  of  Ibe  principle 
assumed  by  her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State, 
by  which  a  consul  in  Alexandria  should  not 
be  permitted  to  trade ;  but  you  never  were,  to 
our  knowledge,  engaged  in  Ihe  trade  of  the 
place  at  all ;  and  had  such  been  Ihe  case,  rival 
interests  would  hara  delected  it.  We  shall  be 
happy  if  this  testimony  destroys  the  bise  im- 
pression which  occasioned  your  dismissal." 

The  case  of  which  be  had  thus  reminded 
the  House,  was  one  which  merited  in  no 
small  degree  an  attentive  consideration, 
for  it  showed  in  a  clear  and  practical 
manner  how  the  system  worb«].  He 
thought,  from  the  statements  made  by  hia 
bon.  Friend,  and  from  the  bets  which  could 
not  fail  to  be  known  to  Members  of  the 
House  generally,  that  this  position  had  at 
least  been  made  out,  that  if  the  consular 
establishment  were  to  be  kept  up,  it  ought 
to  be  recognised, and  united  wito,  ormade 
to  resemble,  nur  diplomatic  establi^- 
ments.  He  hoped  that  the  object  of  his 
obserrations  wotild  not  be  misunderstood. 
He  had  addressed  the  House  with  the 
view  of  inducing  them  to  pay  attention  to 
a  subject  of  great  importance — of  great 
moment  as  regarded  our  commercial  in- 
terests, and  of  no  trlfliDg  weight  even  in  « 
folitical  point  of  view.  For  the  reasons  he 
ad  stated,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  some- 
thing like  an  incorpomtiou  of  the  two 
bodies — the  consular  ami  the  diplomatic — 
would  be  effected.    Such  an  ammgemaDt 
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might  poAsibly  teml  to  diminish  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Foreign  Secretary,  but  he 
was  Aurc  that  her  Majesty's  Government 
wouhl  allow  no  such  consideration  to  in- 
fluence them,  but  ou  the  contrary,  would 
rathor  seek  an  opportunity  of  more  com- 
pletely  protecting  our  interests  abroad 
than  the  present  svstem  alTonled.  The 
noble  I  Ami  concluded  by  seconding  the 
motifin. 

Dr.  BowTtntj  could  not  avoid  feeling 
some  surprise  at  not  observing  that  the 
responsible  advisers  of  the  (*rown  had 
thought  proper  to  exprtsft  any  opinion  on 
a  subject  of  so  much  importance,  and  one, 
too,  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  by  two  of  their  hon.  supporters.  But 
as  the  Oovcrnment  remaine<i  silent,  he 
hoped  that  he  might,  without  intrusion  or 
irrehfvance,  venture  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions. He  apprehended,tbat  amongst  those 
who  possessed  anything  like  sound  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  there  did  not  exist  any 
diflference  of  opinion;  indeed,  he  believed 
there  was  not  to  be  found  a  second  opin- 
ion amongst  intelligent  and  impartial  per- 
sons. Although  lie  agreed  in  many  re- 
spects with  the  hon.  Mover  and  Seconder, 
ytt  was  he  bound  to  say,  that  thry  hud 
not  touched  the  root  of  the  evil ;  they  had 
not  adverted,  for  example,  to  the  fact  that 
the  |>ersons  sent  out  as  British  consuls 
wen*  not  qualified  by  education  or  by  pre- 
vious habits  for  the  tasks  assigned  them. 
If  there  be  any  department  of  Govern- 
ment which  requires  tlie  previous  training 
of  men  for  the  fit  discharge  of  its  some- 
tiroes  onerous  and  complicated  duties,  it 
was  tlie  consular  service.  Ii  should  be 
ma<I«  I  lie  subject  of  special  education,  and 
before  any  individual  was  nominated  to 
the  pu«t,  a  ihorougli  in  vest  r  {Ration  of  liis 
aptitude  should  lake  place.  Msn  adviince<l 
in  tile  ofipu  rrCi-ivrdthoieap|Kiintmcnts — 
men  «h'  le  character  ond  liubits  bad  been 
whollv  formed,  und  wbo  were  then  in- 
cups  I  lie  uf  qualify  ing  thenifclvcs  for  the 
discharge  of  functions  of  great  importance 
and  gravity.  It  was  welt  known  that  this 
country  «i.is,  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
very  iiieflicieiitly  represented.    Tbeie  were 

s\»\\w  vkho  thought  when  they  went  out  as  the  consequence  was,  that  they  wtrv  fte** 
coiifiuls  II  was  not  necessary  to  be  ac*  j  qucntly  guilty  of  arbitrary  and  irrenlar 
f|uaiiited  even  with  the  Isni^iiagt*  of  thp  |  acts  that  subjected  them  afierwania  to 
countrivs  they  were  called  to  inhabit,  ami  I  serious  consequences.  Tlicre  was  ft 
oiliert  wImi  9up|MUi-(l  ilist  if  lliry  |»oitc'ssed  '  gentleman,  now  an  exile  from  ibis 
:i  kni.wleil.:e  « if  1  Ik*  lani;ua-^e  of  the  coun- ,  country,  lu  which  he  dared  not  raUms 
try  to  which  tht*y  w«*(i*  going  it  was  quite  i  in  ciin4r«|uenre  of  having  illegally 
sullicient,     never     one*?    imsgining    that  I  arrested   a   man    in  l^gypt.      At 


knowledge  of  the  laws,  nannen, 
customs,  and  commercial  lehliont  of  iht 
state  in  which  they  were  to  mide,  wai 
necessary  to  the  protectioa  of  BogWi 
subjects — for  the  assertion  of  their  rl^ti 
and  the  redress  of  their  grievaoett.  80 
far  from  England  being  worthily  fgpt»am> 
ted  by  her  consuls,  he  thoogfat  thai,  villi 
some  honourable  exceptiona.  she  wta  f«y 
unworthily  represented:  bat  for  Ihto  ko 
did  not  liold  the  Queen's  QoveniaenI  to 
1)6  responsible  any  more  than  he  did  ihrfr 
predecessors,  llie  system  was  the  Mm^ 
of  which  he  complained,  and  in  ike  piw- 
sent  state  of  affairs,  there  were  no  ■»«» 
of  rendering  the  system  effective,  9vt* 
liamentary  influence  in  this,  u  in  olbtr 
cases,  had  exercised  an  injurious inS 
and  had  led  to  the  appointment,  •• 
as  to  the  continuance  in  offioe,  of 
wholly  unlit  to  be  consuls.  But 
flit  men  were  appointed  their 
turned  to  small  account,  for  the 
Parliament  and  the  public.  A  volttmi 
correspondence  was  regularly  forwarded 
home.  That  correspondence  often 
taiiicd  important  suggestions  for  iht 
tension  of  our  commercial  relaUoM^ 
valuable  information  on  many  ii 
topics — but  it  remained  useless  In  tho  Pb* 
reign  Oflice,  except  in  those  rare  insfitu 
in  which  some  portion  of  it  mighl  fa 
called  for  by  a  vote  of  that  Honani  Rt 
conceived  that  every  part  of  that 
spondenee,capable  of  furniahinf 
formation  and  not  containing  any 
which  renuired  secrecy,  ought  to  ho 
Isriy  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  H 
Something  had  been  said  with  leipiel  to 
our  consuls  in  the  Levant.  In  ibtt  pttrl 
of  the  world  our  consuls  were  chafj|nd 
with  very  important  functions.  They  Vifo 
magistrates, — and  judges,  having  tllO 
|>ower  of  fine  and  imprisonmenlt  anooIlM 
called  to  decide  in  cases  of  great  delieney 
and  pecuniary  importance.  An  ignorut 
and  untrained  man  was  surely  not  compo- 
tent  to  settle  the  differencea  in  which  om 
merchants  were  occasionally  intolfnd, 
Tliere  was  no  code  of  laws  to  which 
suls  could   refer  for  their  guidance. 
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ports  they  were  in  the  habit  of  deciding 
quarrels  between  masters  of  ships  and 
their  crews,  and  taking  upon  themselves 
the  responsibility  of  throwing  men  into 
prison,  frequently  calculating  upon  the 
Ignorance  of  the  persons  they  illegally 
committed,  to  escape  the  consequences  to 
which  their  illegal  and  despotic  acts  ren- 
dered them  liable.  One  consequence  of 
the  ignorance  of  a  consul  was  known  to 
him  in  which  the  party  lost  his  life  in  con- 
sequence of  not  being  able  to  make  him- 
self understood  by  his  own  servant.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to  his  report 
on  the  Island  of  Candia.  He  said,  that 
the  consul  had  furnished  the  information. 
This  was  most  true.  He  (Dr.  Bo  wring) 
had  not  visited  the  Island  of  Candia,  but 
he  received  a  very  valuable  report  on  the 
commerce  of  that  island.  He  had  an 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  value  of 
the  document  from  the  governor,  Musta- 
pha  Pasha,  a  very  remarkable  man,  who 
had  been  continued  in  authority  by  the 
Porte,  and  he  had  inserted  that  document, 
stating  from  whom  he  received  it.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  spoken  somewhat  less 
scornfully  that  night  than  on  a  former 
occasion,  of  some  of  his  reports,  but  he 
seemed  to  censure  those  relating  to  Tus- 
cany and  Lucca ;  now  those  reports  had 
been  translated  into  Italian,  under  the 
licence  of  the  Tuscan  Government,  and  be 
had  received  from  the  authorities  of  those 
countries  high  testimonies  of  their  value. 
It  was  not  for  him  to  justify  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  which  he  had  been 
called  upon  to  serve,  though  he  was  bound 
to  say,  that  he  had  felt  exceedingly  flat» 
tered  by  the  appointments  they  conferred 
upon  him.  Possibly  he  had  received 
them  because  there  was  some  difficulty  in 
finding  persons  who  would  undertake 
thoseambulatory  duties;  and  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  knew  that  it  had  been  very  much 
the  practice  in  modern  times  to  select  one 
individual  to  attend  to  particular  pursuits, 
because  their  exertions  being  confined  to 
a  definite  subject,  their  services  were 
likely  to  be  more  eflTective,  and  their  in- 
formation more  correct,  than  those  of 
parties  engaged  in  other  matters.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  referred  to  the  system 
of  French  accountancy  in  a  manner  that 
made  it  appear  worthless;  but  it  had 
many  advantages  which  he  had  over- ! 
looked,  and  many  of  its  improvements  , 
had  been  adopted  by  our  own  authorities.  I 
There    were    securities    for    the    public ! 


revenue  which  our  practice  had  not 
sanctioned,  and  it  was  through  the 
neglect  of  their  own  authorities  that 
Kesner's  fraud  had  been  committed.  But 
a  man  in  Kesoer's  position  would  in  this 
country  have  been  enabled  to  practice  far 
more  extensive  frauds  than  he  had  done 
in  France.  Every  person  through  whose 
hands  the  public  money  passed  ought  to 
deposit  an  equal  sum  to  that  under  his 
control  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver-ge- 
neral, and  had  the  system  been  fully 
carried  out,  the  loss  by  the  defalcations 
of  M.  Kesner  would  have  been  less.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  exer- 
tions of  an  hon.  Friend  now  in  the  upper 
House,  and  himself,  during  the  early  ne- 
gotiations relating  to  the  French  tariff. 
Some  progress  was  made  even  at  that 
time;  for  when  the  Earl  of  Clarendon 
and  himself  first  became  commissioners, 
the  annual  value  of  British  manu« 
factures  exported  to  France  was  less 
than  400,000^  a  year,  but  by  the  mo- 
difications they  introduced  they  were 
fortunate  enough  to  treble  that  amount. 
It  was  not  for  those  who  were  opposed  to 
the  principles  of  free  trade  to  complain  of 
the  protective  systems  of  other  countries, 
but  he  was  sure  that  liberality  at  home 
would  necessarily  lead  to  corresponding 
liberality  abroad. 

Sir  R,  Pee/ had  a  very  few  words  to  ad- 
dress to  the  House  upon  this  subject.  As 
much  of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  If  eaiber 
for  Shrewsbury,  who  had  brought  for- 
ward the  motion,  referred  to  the  cases  of 
particular  appointments  which  were  made 
during  the  period  when  he  was  entirely 
unconnected  with  the  control  of  public 
affairs,  of  course  he  was  unable  to  speak 
either  of  the  motives  which  led  to  those 
appointments  or  of  the  qualifications 
of  the  gentlemen  upon  whom  they  were 
conferred.  He  must  therefore  confine 
himself  to  the  general  question  involved 
in  the  motion  before  the  House.  He 
looked  upon  that  motion  as  implying  a 
direct  opinion,  and  as  requiring  the  House 
to  affirm  that  opinion, — 

**That  great  ioconveDience  and  injury  to 
the  public  welfare  have  arisen  from  the  civil 
affairs — (meaning  the  diplomatic  and  com- 
mercial affairs) — **  of  her  Majesty  in  foreign 
countries  being  carried  on  by  two  distinct 
services ;  and  that  with  a  view  of  advancing 
those  commercial  interests  which  at  this 
moment  so  much  occapy  our  consideration,  it 
is  expedient  that  measures  should  be  fortb- 
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with  taken  to  blend  the  consular  with  the  di- 
plomatic body." 

That  was  to  say  that  the  Hoasc  was  to 
express  an  opinion,  without  qualification 
or  reserve,  that  the  diplomatic  and  con- 
sular functions  ought  to  be  united  in  the 
same  person.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
give  his  assent  to  that  proposition.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  affirm,  without  qua- 
lification or  reserve,  that  in  all  cases  diplo- 
matic and  consular  functions  must  ne* 
cessarily  be  united  in  the  same  individual. 
On  a  question  of  this  kind  one  might  na- 
turally be  induced  to  refer  to  authorities; 
but  no  authority  could  be  found  showing 
that  the  union  of  those  functions  was  ne- 
cessary, except  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  because  in  the  year  1825, 
this  very  question  occupied  the  attention 
of  two  men»  eminently  qualified  in  their 
respective  departments  to  form  an  opinion 
upon  it.  Had  he  then  been  asked  to 
name  two  men  who  were  most  competent 
to  give  judgment  on  this  question — whe- 
ther it  was  desirable  or  not,  that  the  di- 
plomatic and  commercial  functions  should 
be  united  in  the  same  person,  he  should 
certainly  have  named  Mr.  Canning  and 
Mr.  Huikisson.  Yet  he  found  that  a  bill 
had  been  brought  in,  which  immediately 
regulated  the  performance  of  the  consular 
functions,  under  the  auspices  of  those  two 
eminent  and  competent  men,  and  who 
must  therefore  have  had  the  question 
under  their  peculiar  consideration ;  and 
it  was  quite  clear  from  that  circumstance 
that  their  opinion  was,  that  the  consular 
and  diplomatic  functions  might  with  ad- 
vantage  to  the  country  be  disunited. 
Some  years  elapsed  and  a  cuiiimittec  was  j 
appointed  to  consider  tho  state  of  the 
consular  functions,  and  in  the  list  of  that 
committee  were  the  nainrit  of  individuals 
perfectly  qualifie<l  for  the  task.  There  were 
the  names  ol  Viscount  Palinerston,  Vis- 
count Lowther,  .Sir  .1.  Ciraham,  Viscount 
.Sandon.Sir  n.  Vivian, and  Mr.  P.  Thomp- 
kon,  and  many  nanif  i  of  men  connected 
wih  trade  and  commerce — naiiitflv,  Mr. 
Hull,  Mr.  Warburton,  .Mr.  Crawford,  Mr. 
Stuart  M'Kenzie.  Dr.  Ituwriii,;,  Mr.  (*.  i 
Fcr^uswii,  Sir  S.  Canning:,  &c.  The  I 
committee  sat  and  rcct'ivi  d  I'vidence  upon  ' 
the  subject,  and  in  the  course  of  their  j 
proceed iiij;s  the  question  was  discMisscd, 
whether  it  w/4  necessary  to  unite  the  di- 
plomatic and  r«iii4iil4r  fiincli«»n«  ;  but  tip* 
(Oiiimittiv  m  thrir  ir|»nrt  ripre»srd  no 
opiiion  III  favour  of  that  firopoiiition.    Oo 


the  contrary,  the  conaiderttion  of  tkt 
committee  was  directed  to  the  qaeitioop 
whether  or  no  the  consuls  ahouU  corr«* 
spond  directly  with  the  Board  of  TradOp 
and  whether  they  should  be  placed  onder 
the  superintendence  of  that  botid,  or 
whether  they  should  continoe  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  foreign  department. 
The  opinion  of  the  committee  was  ngniMi 
any  change,  for  it  was  felt  to  be  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  the  cooavlo 
should  continue  under  the  superintendeoco 
of  the  Foreign  Department ;  and  althoagti 
the  question  of  uniting  the  two  funclioM 
in  one  person  was  discussed  in  that  coo^ 
mittee,  composed  of  men  perfectly  quaii* 
lied  to  give  a  decision  upon  it»  Uiey  ab* 
stained  from  expreuing  any  opinion  wbn  • 
ever  thereon.  As  far  then  u  Mlhority 
went,  the  authority  of  the  House  of  Cooh 
mons  appointing  a  portion  of  their  body 
to  consider  the  subject,  there  wu  nolliinf 
in  favour  of  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. And  he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  thought  Ihn 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  pause  befocn^ 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  they  affirmed 
the  abstract  proposition  submitted  ttt 
them  by  the  hon  Member.  True,  tbeve 
might  be  men  in  the  consular  depnit- 
ment  well  qualified  for  their  dutiee.  wbo^ 
under  some  circumstancet»  migbt  bn 
employed  in  diplomatic  affairs;  and  at  the 
same  time  men  might  be  employed  in 
diplomatic  negotiations  to  whom  it  wonid 
be  unsafe  to  intrust  commercial  interesln. 
I'pon  that  ground,  then,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  assent  to  the  proposition.  It 
appeared  that  in  France  there  were  con- 
suls at  the  following  places : — Calab,  Bon- 
logne,  Havre,  Urest,  Nantes,  CbarentCp 
Bordeaux ,  Uayonne,  Maraeillea,  Tonlon, 
Ctftte,  \'c.  Now,  it  did  not  seem  to  bn 
absolutely  necessary  for  our  commercini 
interest  that  there  should  be  conaola  or 
vice-consuls  at  all  these  places  for  diplo- 
matic purposes,  but  he  could  underttnnd 
why  they  should  be  required  for  comaacr* 
cial  pur^ioses  in  every  one  of  those  ports, 
a»siiming,  of  course,  each  individual  to  bn 
qualified  for  the  performance  of  his  dntiei. 
Hat  he  ihould  tell  any  one  of  those  per- 
sons, that  he  was  overstepping  his  provtncn 
if  he  attempted  to  interfere  in  diplomntac 
matters  ;  nor  would  it  follow,  that  bccanee 
he  might  think  it  necessary  to  have  in 
thirteen  or  fourtet  n  trading  ports  Drittab 
consuls  watching  over  British  commcfeOp 
\u:  must  therefore  have  them  there  for 
dplomatic  purposes  also.     Both  wiib  re* 
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gard  to  America  and  France,  be  might 
show  the  necessity  of  having  consular 
estabh'shments  for  commercial  advantages 
without  at  all  involving  the  union  of  diplo- 
matic functions.  So  with  regard  to  War- 
saw, Archangel,  Memel,  Dantzic,  Konigs- 
berg,  Odessa,  Taganrog,  iiiga,  libau,  or 
other  places  where  there  might  be  diplo- 
matic functionaries,  who,  according  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  ought  to  be  made  con- 
suU,  and  exercise  the  powers  of  both 
offices,  he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  must  still  contend 
that  they  ought  to  be  kept  separate  and 
distinct.  At  the  same  time  he  was  not 
prepared  to  contend  for  the  opposite  prin- 
ciple,  that  in  no  case  should  the  consular 
and  diplomatic  functions  be  united.  There 
were  cases  in  which  they  were  blended, 
and  in  which  they  might  be,  and  ought  to 
be,  so  blended,  when  it  could  be  done 
with  propriety  and  with  saving  of  the  pub- 
lic charges :  but  it  was  impossible  to  lay 
down  any  general  rule.  In  some  cases,  as 
in  Kgypt  and  Syria,  for  instance,  they 
discharged  diplomatic  functions  very  pro- 
perly ;  but  it  must  left  to  the  Foreign 
Department  to  determine  in  what  cases  the 
two  functions  should  be  separated,  and  in 
what  they  should  be  united.  In  every 
case  in  which  they  could  be  united  they 
ought  to  be,  provided  it  produced  a  saving 
in  the  public  expenditure.  He  did  not  at 
all  conceal  from  himself,  nor  would  he 
wish  to  conceal  from  the  House,  the  im- 
portance of  this  subject ;  and  he  could  not 
deny  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
roan,  that  there  was  a  tendency  in  persons 
who  were  disqualified  for  other  appoint- 
ments, in  consequence  of  there  being  no 
express  conditions  laid  down,  to  apply  for 
consular  appointments.  He,  therefore, 
must  say,  considering  how  important  it 
was  to  the  merchants  and  trading commu. 
nity  of  this  country  that  persons  should  be 
appointed  to  these  consular  offices  who 
were  fitted  to  perform  the  duties  of  those 
offices,  he  could  only  express  a  general 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the 
principle  m  particular  cases,  and  state,  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  that  the  union 
of  the  consular  and  diplomatic  functions 
should  be  inquired  into  and  well  consi- 
dered ;  and  that  where  that  union  could, 
with  effect,  take  place  it  should  be  al. 
lowed.  He  was  glad,  also,  to  make  this 
public  advertisement  to  those  who  might 
hereaAer  apply  to  him — that  he  would  not 
interfere  on  political  grounds  with  any  con- 
sular   apointment   whatever ;   and,  more- 
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over,  he  publicly  declared,  that  there  was 
too  great  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  those 
who  were  disqualified  for  public  situations, 
to  expect  consular  appointments,  and  that 
he  thought  the  disqualifications  of  all 
applicants  for  such  offices  ought  to  be 
inquired  into  and  scrutinized,  and  thdt  no 
appointment  ought  to  be  made,  unless  it 
could  be  vindicated  on  the  ground  of  the 
commercial  knowledge  and  ability  of  the 
parties.  lie  hoped  this  announcement 
would  be  taken  as  his  answer  to  nil  the 
applications  he  had  hitherto  received  and 
had  not  answered,  and  if  it  should  operate  as 
a  preventive  against  the  repetition  of  similar 
applications,  he  should  consider  himself 
most  amply  compensated  for  his  trouble. 
He  would  leave  the  noble  Viscount  to  deal 
with  the  personal  part  of  the  question, 
and  should  he  think  himself  called  upon 
to  do  so,  to  justify  his  appointments  while 
acting  as  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs ;  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  assist 
the  noble  Viscount.  As  far  as  he  could  he 
would  secure  a  full  consideration,  as  the 
appointments  fell  in,  of  the  propriety  of 
uniting  both  functions,  the  opportunity  of 
doing  which  he  believed  could  not  be  of 
frequent  occurrence.  In  conclusion,  he 
hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  call 
upon  the  House  to  confirm  his  abstract 
proposition ;  for  it  was  not  a  motion  for 
inquiry,  or  for  referring  the  matter  for 
consideration,  but  calling  for  a  declaratory 
opinion.  If,  therefore,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man pressed  his  motion  to  a  division,  he 
should  consider  it  his  duty,  with  the  full 
conviction  that  he  was  pursuing  a  sound 
constitutional  course,  to  offer  his  negative 
to  the  proposition. 

Viscount  Palmerslon  had  been  anxious 
that  some  Member  of  the  Government 
should  express  his  views  upon  the  subject, 
before  he  addressed  to  the  House  the  few 
observations  he  had  to  offer,  because  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  although 
it  was  principally  intended  as  an  attack 
upon  the  course  which  he  (Visct.  Palmer- 
ston)  had  pursued  when  he  held  the  office 
of  Foreign  Secretary,  yet  it  ostensibly 
aimed  at  change  in  an  establishment  for 
which  he  (Visct.  Palmerston)  was  no  longer 
responsible.  He  agreed  with  the  ri);ht 
hon.  Baronet  that  no  grounds  whatever 
had  been  laid  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
proposition  he  had  made.  Indeed  he 
(Visct.  Palmerston)  must  say  that  he  had 
never  heard  a  speech  so  little  supported 
even  by  assertion,  far  less  by  proof,  than 
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that  which  had  been  delivered  by  the  hoo. 
Gentleman.    Tlie  hon.  Member  had  told 
the   House,  that  for  a  length  of  time  he 
had  had  his  attention  steadily  fixed  opon 
Gazette  after  Gazette,  and  that  the  whole 
of    his   attention   had   been   directed    to 
the  uppointment  of  consuls.     But,  how- 
ever extensive  the  information  to  be  de- 
rived from  newspapers,  the  study  of  OVi- 
settes  is  not  eciually  profitable  with  a  view 
to  the  enlargement  of  the  mind  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  understanding,     if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  the  trouble 
to  study  the  writers  on  the  law  of  nationx, 
and  had  gathered  together  proper  materiaU 
for  throwing  a  light   upon  the   subje<'t, 
instead  of  watching  with  such    sedulous 
attention  the  appointments  of  consuls  as 
they  appeared  in  the  Gazette,  he  might 
possibly,  with  the  ingenuity  and  talent  lie 
possesse<l,  have    furnished   himself    with 
better  (grounds  for  arriving  at  a  full  un- 
derstanding of  the  subject  to  iihich  his 
motion  related.     The  object  of  the  hon. 
GtMitleman  was  to  transfer   the  consular 
duties  to    diplomatic    agents;     and    yet 
he  told  the  House— and  the  impression 
appeared   strongly   fixed    u()on    his  mind 
throughout  his  speech-— that  the  consuls 
had   pei  formed   their   dutien  well.      The 
hon.  Gentlemao'i  speech  went  to  approve 
the  talent,  zeal,  and  ability  of  the  consuls, 
and  he  cast  reflections  upon  what  he  was 
pleased  to  consider  the  incompetence  of 
the  diplomatic  body;    yet   the  object  of 
hia  motion  was  to  take  the  consular  duties 
from   a   set  of  men   who,    according  to 
hit  own   account,    had   performed   them 
well,    and    confer    them    upon    a  set  of 
men    who,   according   to   his  reprraenta- 
tion,    were    not    capable    of    prrforining 
them.     It  was  not  n(^es«ary  to  cnlrr  into 
the  i^eneral  qnestion,  because  it  was  plain 
that  the  propomtioo  and  motion  were  put 
forward  merely  to  enable  the  hon.  (ventle- 
man  to  enter  upon  a  detailed  criticism  u|K)n 
certain  appointments  made  by  hiin,  and  in 
which  hv  had  not  beeu  so  foriiinate  a«  to 
otuaiii  the  approbation  of  the  hon.  (ien- 
tleman.     It   was  i|iiite   true,  as  had  Itren 
stated  by  the   ri;rht   hon.    liaronei,    that 
every  miin  thought  ha  would  tnjJm  j  good 
consul.     He  could  fully  contirm  what  had 
bcH-n  statL-d  by  the  ri^^ht  hon.  (ientlcman, 
that  rstty  man,  whether  he  hail  bet-n  in 
till-  army  or  in  the  navy,  or  in  private  life 
—  whether  Ins  pursuits  h.«d  li^fn  mc-rciin- 
tile  or  (egal  or  simply  those  of  jmus«*infui  -  - 
acemed  to  think  his  former  course  of  life 


exactly  qualified  [him  to  becone  a 

The  applications  for  such  appontmmi 

which  he  received  when  in  oflBceMeetcM 

in  number  anything  hon.  Memben  cosM 

suppose.  But  thia  fact  ahoold  indaeo 

tiemen  to  look  with  a  little  caalioB 

suspicion  upon  complainta  at  to  tkaapu 

pointments  which  had  taken  pbet,  ba- 

cause  when  there  waa  a  great  nambar  of 

candidates,  many  of  whom  were  occaaaoiflj 

disappointed,   it    naturally    enough    Cal- 

lowed  that  the  unsuccesaful  looked 

jealousy  upon  their  more  fortanaU 

petitors ;  and  hence  arose  onjott  and  «•» 

deserved  criticism  upon   thoae  who  hm* 

ceeded  in  obtaining  appointmenta.    With 

regard  to  the  propositionitaelf,  bejwoDdeiod 

that  any  one  who  had  paid  any  atUolMNl 

to  the  subject  should  not  peiceifo 

from  the  nature  of  thingt  it  was  ia| 

sible  to  carry  it  intocffecu  The  piopoailM 

stated  in  the  concluding  part  of  tbo 

( teiitleman*s  speech  was,  that 

and  ministers  should  perfonn,  ol  tboi 

to   which  they   were   attached* 

consular  duties  belon^i^etl  to  that 

that  there  should  be,  at^all  porta 

there  were   consular    duties  to  bo 

formed  consuls  who  should  be 

into  ckarg/s  d'afiaires^  and 

who  should  be  made  diplomatic 

The  proposal  showed  how  little  tbo 

Gentleman  understood theelomeotal priooi- 

ples  of  the  duties  of  consuls.  Tbe  ~ 

of  consular  duty  differed  in  evecy 

from  that  of  the  duty  of  a  diploawiie 

Fart  of  the  doty  of  a  consul  appiiod  •• 

vessels  coming  into  the  port  where  bo  w* 

sided.  He  had  to  settle  the  disputes  i 

between   the  nastora  of  those  sbipa 

their  crews,  and  he  bad  also  to  attwd  ao 

cotnplaiott    msde     by     British    eul 

coming  into  port  against  the  local 

rities  of  the  place.     He  was  also*  by  hm^ 

char^  with  the   duty  of  relisfif 

tressed  British  subjects,  and  of 

vances  to  enable   them   to  setnrn 

All  these  were  not  by  their  natoro 

matic  duties.     To  diplomacy 

intercoune   between    nation   and 

and  between  the  govemneni  of 

try  and  the  government  of  another. 

iular  fluties  relate  to  tbe  iolercoofio 

twi  en  the  subjt-cts  of  one  country  and 

local    authorities  of  another.      Tho 

j  things  were  essentially  distinct.     It 

I  ifiiito  true  that  in  places   at    n  di 

ifrom    the    residciire    of    m 

I  in   remote  couoiries*    in 
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which  there  was  no  diplomatic  func- 
tionary, the  consul  would  often  hate 
to  perform  duties  of  a  political  nature. 
Therefore,  it  might  he  said,  that  the  duties 
of  the  consul  were  in  some  •|)ecial  cases 
of  a  diplomatic  character,  but  the  great 
iHilk  of  their  duties  was  not  of  a  political, 
but  of  a  commercial  nature,  diplomatic 
agents  being  stationed  where  the  govern- 
ment of  each  country  resides  are  compa- 
ratively few  in  number,  conAuls  iK'ing 
posted  at  all  sea  ports  where  much  com- 
merce is  carried  on  arc  proportionably 
numerous.  Hence  the  adoption  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  proposal  would  lead 
to  the  appointment  of  some  charges 
(Caffairei ;  at  every  commercial  sea  port 
with  which  we  trade,  and  was  it  to  be 
supposed  that  any  foreign  government- 
say  that  of  France  would  like  such  an 
arrangement?  But  of  course  such  a 
practice  if  introduced  by  us  must  be  reci- 
procal, and  would  it  be  tolerated  by 
us  that  every  foreign  country  should  so 
multiply  in  England  diplomatic  agents  who 
were  not  removable  as  consuls  were  ?  [Sir 
Robert  Ptel :  France  wished  that  in  1 803.] 
It  was  true,  as  the  right  boo.  Gentleman 
had  said,  that  after  the  peace  of  Amiens 
the  government  of  Bonaparte  wanted  to 
tend  a  number  of  military  persons  in  a 
miied  diplomatic  and  commercial  cha- 
racter to  the  otttportt^of  this  country, 
but  the  English  Goverament  viewing 
the  proposal  with  suspicion,  tod  as 
a  departure  from  international  usage, 
would  not  permit  the  arrangement  to  be 
carried  into  efiecL  The  diplomatic  agent 
acts  by  letters  which  accredits  him  to 
the  government  with  which  he  commu- 
nicated :  he  remains  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
government  which  sent  him,  and  nothing 
but  the  interruption  of  friendly  intercourse 
between  the  two  countries  could  justify 
sending  him  away.  But  the  authority  of 
consuls  was  very  different,  for  they  act, 
not  only  by  the  aothority  of  their  own 
Government,  but  in  virtue  of  an  exequatur 
of  the  government  of  the  country  in 
which  they  are  stationed,  and  which  ex- 

rtur  might  at  any  time  be  withdrawn, 
object  of  this  was  to  prevent  consuls 
from  engaging  in  objectionable  transac- 
tions, and  to  place  them  in  some  degree 
under  the  control  of  the  government  of 
the  country  where  they  reside.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  however  would  convert  all 
consuls  into  ckargr  d'affaires.  Now, 
in  the  first   place,  tliere    was    no  such 


thing  as  a  eharg^  d*affaire$  in  a  coun- 
try where  there  was  a  minister.  The 
charge  d*affaireg  was  a  substitute,  who 
acted  for  the  minister  in  his  absence,  and 
the  co*existence  of  the  two  at  the  same 
time  and  at  the  same  court,  or  in  the 
same  country  was  incompatible.  The 
hon.  Gentleman,  however,  would  not 
only  make  that  incompatibility  exist, 
but  he  would  give  some  twenty  or 
thirty  charges  d'affaires  to  places  where 
they  could  have  no  opportunity  of  com- 
munication with  those  whom  they  ought 
to  communicate  with.  The  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Gentleman  was 
founded  on  so  perfect  an  unacquaintance 
with  the  elements  and  principles  of  diplo* 
macy  and  of  the  consular  service,  that 
if  the  hon.  Member  had  bestowed  even 
upon  the  report  of  the  committee 
which  had  sat  to  inquire  into  the  sub- 
ject a  few  years  ago  the  same  attention 
which  he  had  lavished  upon  the  Ga- 
zettes, he  would  have  obtained  sufllicient 
information  upon  the  question,  to  have 
convinced  him  that  the  two  services  were 
totally  different.  At  the  same  time,  it  was 
right  to  say,  that  there  were  oases,  as  the 
hon.  Crentleman  had  admitted,  in  which 
the  two  functions  were  combined.  The 
first  was  the  case  of  a  country  in  which 
we  had  no  separate  diplomatic  agent,  and 
in  which,  from  motives  of  acooony,  the 
consul  resident  there  wu  invested  with  a 
diplooiatic  character.  Another  case  was, 
where  a  consular  ngent  was  appointad  io  the 
remote  provinces  of  a  larger  country,  and 
where  questions  arose  with  the  local  autho- 
rities, and  time  did  not  permit  a  reference 
to  the  minister  in  the  capital,  and  where 
consuls  were,  consequently,  often  called 
upon  in  cases  of  emergency  to  perform 
duties  of  a  diplomatic  nature.  Such  was 
the  case  in  Syria,  Servia,  and  other  places 
holding  relations  with  the  Turkish  eaapire. 
The  executive  Government  had  not  been 
inattentive  to  the  general  principle  advo- 
cated by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  when  it 
could  be  carried  out  compatibly  with  the 
nature  of  things,  and  the  Government  had, 
from  motives  of  economy,  where  it  was 
possible,  invested  with  a  diplomatic  cha- 
racter the  commercial  agent  who  fulfilled 
the  consular  duties;  but  in  all  these  cases 
the  practical  application  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's principle  of  combination  was  ox- 
acily  the  reverse  of  that  which  be  now 
proposed  ;  for  whereas  he  wanted  to  trans- 
fer consular  duties  to  diplomatic  agents, 
K  2 
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diplomatic  duties  had,  in  Ml  these  cases, 
hi'(*n  imposed  upon  consular  agents.  The 
lion.  Oeiitlenian  had  rendered  a  deserveil 
trihiitc  to  the  consular  assents  in  the 
Levant,  for  the  mtinncr  in  which  I  hey  had 
performed  duties  of  a  superior  character 
to  tlio^f*  which  properly  belonged  to  them, 
hut  their  example  only  made  ag^ainst  the 
hr>n.  (ientleniaii's  present  proposal.  He 
iiiiist  here  slate,  that  he  did  not  admit  the 
(ground  taken  at  the  onset  hy  llie  hon. 
Member.  The  hon.  Member  said  there 
wen*  two  species  of  duty — the  commerciiil 
dutv.  which  was  considered  inferior,  and 
therefore  performed  by  inferior  ap^nts; 
and  the  diplomatic  duty,  which  was  su|)e- 
rior,  and  performed  by  superior  agents — 
to  this  distribution  the  hon.  Member  had 
objected,  saying,  that  he  could  not  ad- 
mit, that  the  interests  of  commerce  were 
inferior  in  importance  to  the  transac- 
tions of  diplomacy.  It  might  be  an 
entertaining  question  for  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  discuss,  which  of  the  two  was 
the  greater  interest ;  but  he  would  only 
say,  that  there  was  this  distinction  lietween 
the    two    duties— that    upon    diplomacy 
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commercial  intercoarte  of  oar  tutjceU 
with  the  inhabitants  and  gOfcraHMsCi 
of  those  states.  Therefore  h«  had  not 
feir,  with  respect  to  South  AaMrica, 
that  there  was  a  paramoont  ncceauly 
for  having  purely  diplomatic  agents  or 
ministfrs  there ;  and  he  had  conceived 
it  would  be  well  to  cooiult  econooiy 
by  giving  a  diplomatic  character  to  tba 
consuls.  Hut  the  hon.  fjentleman  roand 
himself  not  (|uitc  right  in  the  infoimatiiMi 
he  had  received  relative  to  the  cooiia 
pursued  by  him,  when  he  said  that  he  had 
l>ei;nii  upon  that  system,  and  had  afteiw 
wards  changed  it,  that  he  had  Sral  ap- 
pointed consuls-general,  then  recalled 
them  and  appointed  ministers;  and  thca 
recalled  the  ministcn,  and  appointed  com 
suls-general  for  the  purpose  of  obliging 
political  friends.  The  hon.  Gentlemao  hod 
imieed  affirmed  the  general  principle, 
that  political  adherents  ought  lo  he  ft* 
warded  by  ap|)ointmentt,  and  he  regretod 
to  observe  an  exception  to  that  role  io 
the  person  of  the  hon.  Member  hinmelf. 
After  the  proof,  however,  of  taleoi  and 
ability,   which  the  boo.  Qentleaaan 


depended  the  intercourse  lietween  nttionn  |  afforded,  although,  perhaps,  not  of 
and  the  settlement  of  questions  involving  \  industry  in  getting  up  the  detaib  of 
the  va<it  consideration  of  |)eace  or  war;  i  his  case,  he  trusted,  that  before  the 
whereas  in  commercial  intercourse  thoxe  j  end  of  the  Session,  tbe  OoremaMOl 
graver  iuues  did  not  arise,  and  any  dis-  :  would  overlook  the  slight  want  of  indoaliy 
pute  that  might  spring  up  upon  commercial  for  the  sake  of  the  talent,  and  that  iho 
matters  must  become  the  subject  of  diplu-  .  House  would  see  the  maxim  of  the 
matic  communications  before  war  was  de-  .Member  practically  applied  to  hia 
cided  upon.  With  regard,  however,  to  the  :  case.  With  respect  to  Coloaihia«  it 
liCvant  consuls,  nothing  was  left  for  hiru  formerly  one  united  stale  ;  hot  as  the 
to  do  but  to  confirm  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  Member  himself,  that  they  had  p«'r. 
formed  in  a  highly  creditable  manner  tliou> 
mixed  duties,  which  the  hon.  Gentlenuii 
wiiihed  to  lake  wholly  away  from  consnU. 
and  to  impose  upon  diplomatic  agent!*. 
The  hon.  ffcntlcman  had  admitted,  m 
the  cast*  of  America,  that  the  (iovernmrnt 
had  carried  out  hit  principle  as  f.ir 
as  it  could  do  so  wilh  propriety.  In 
I.H.'M  and  1H3'2,  the  hon.  (lentleman  ad- 
milled — though  he  was  not  (|uite  rif^ht  in 
his  f.ici,  for  It  wii  not  at  that  perifNl  ihe 
arraiigcrment  was  made— that  the  (lovcrn- 
ment  had  appointed,  in  the  South  Ameri- 
can Siate«.  consuls  with  the  chiifscter  of  Chiii.  He  had  left  the  minieter 
i'hartjis  iVafiurts,  instead  of  iliplomatic  hdd  lonnd  in  ofHce  at  Bogota,  the 
a^ent4.  Th^t  had  Iteen  done  from  motivef  lal  «if  New  (iranada,  kiecause  he 
of  iTonoiny.  In  South  Anifnca,  it  whs  cnnriiitiicr  in  him  ;  hut  that  niinialer  cai 
true,  our  fiolitical  uiii-reiifi  wrrr  iMToniimy  I>oiim  ii|hiii  Iimti-,  anil  after  he  had 
III  our  ciiminerrial.  .ind  mo*t  of  th**  i|iif*.  hrrt-  ;ilu>iii  iwo  ymrft  he  inlimaied  hia 
turns    which    :ir  M«i    had  rcfermre   to  the  «  in  rAnM'i|iifiirr  ol  ill- health,  noi  to  rel< 


Oentleman  well  knew,  it  had  since 
divided  into  three  smaller  states,  namolj. 
New  Granada,  Venezuela,  and  the  Eqoo- 
tor.  A  minister  to  the  old  state  had  boto 
appointed  by  one  of  his  predcceteora  io 
in  ofhce,  and  upon  the  division  of  tho 
ittaie  into  three,  he  did  not  appoint  nay 
new  niinisier  to  the  two  new  ttatoa^ 
bi  cause  he  ihoupht,  that  circumataneoa 
did  nut  warrant  him  in  incurring  tho 
ex|>ense,  and  because  he  ronaideied, 
tlidt  ill  those  states  a  combination  of 
the  diplomntic  with  the  consular  dniioo 
wnidd  tie  sutlicient.  The  ume  principio 
Ind  l»een  ^dopteit  in  the  cnses  of  Peru  ao4 

ho 
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to  hit  post,  but  to  retire  upon  a  pension. 
He  had  retired  upon  his  pension,  and  the 
fact  was  not,  as  stated  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, that  he  had  brought  him  home  for 
the  purpose  of  dismissing  him.  At  the 
same  time,  however,  he  had  taken  advan- 
tage of  that  gentleman's  retirement  to 
apply  to  New  Granada  the  same  principle 
which  had  been  adopted  in  Chili  and 
Peru,  and  to  abolish  the  mission,  and  to 
substitute  for  the  minister  a  consul-gene- 


tune  to  incur  the  disapprobation  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  got  at  last  into  Egypt, 
and  mentioned  the  name  of  a  worthy 
gentleman,  Mr.  Barker,  for  whose  ap- 
pointment he  was  not  responsible.  With 
regard  to  Colonel  Campbell  and  Colonel 
Hodges,  were  consuls-general  at  Alexan- 
dria after  Mr.  Barker,  those  were  ap- 
pointments upon  which  he  prided  him- 
self, so  far  from  thinking  it  necessary  to 
oflfer  any  excuse.    The   hon.  Gentleman 


ral  with  the  rank   of  charge  d*affaires^  had  said,  that  Colonel  Hodges  began  bis 

There  had  been    a  secretary  of  legation  I  career  in  Portugal.     He  bad  done  so;  he 

there  also,  and  he  was  transferred  in  the  \  bad  served  with  apreat  distinction  in  that 

same    capacity  to    another    mission,    so  I  war  which  had  placed  Donna  Maria  upon 
that  gentleman  was  provided  for  without '  the  throne,  and  he  was  yet  to  learn,  that 

expense  to  the  public.     With  respect  to  the  display  of  great  energy  of  character, 

what  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  Gentle-  firmness,    and    gallantry,    together  with 

man  relative  to  the  gentleman  who  had  qualities  that  earned  for  him  the  esteem 

been  appointed  consul-general  and  cAar^^  a^^  affection  of  the  troops  under  his  com- 

(Taffaires  at  Bogota,  he  would  say,  that  n>»°d»   rendered  that  gallant  Gentleman 

gentleman   was    perfectly    fitted    by  his  "n^t  for  the  duties  which  had  been  en- 

Ulenu  and  industry  to  fill  the  post.     He  trusted   to   him.      The  hon.    Gentleman 

was  without  fear  or  apprehension  as  to  the  ^i*.  misinformed  relative  to  the  course  of 

result  of  that  appointment,  and  he  was  affairs  m  Servia,  and  he  felt  it  his  diity  to 

convinced  the  duties  of  the  oflSce  would  contradict  the  assertion,  that  the  dissen- 

be  performed  in  a  manner  that  would  win  ^'^^^  f^  convulsions  there  had  been  fo- 

the  approbation  even  of  those  who  had  "jcnted  by  the   British    consular   agent, 

no  share  in  the  selection  of  that  gentle-  "«  s-id.  then,  that  the  appointment  of 

man.    As  to  the  allegation  of  his  not  un-  ^^'^°f^  "^««^  ^^  ^\^Tu*^.  ""^"^  '" 

derstanding  the  Spanish  language,  he  must  ^JP^;  ^js  one  upon  which  he  took  some 

«IY,  that  tith  regard  to  ihosi  countries  pnae  to  himself ;  and  so  far  from  feeling 

,.1 1                 r  -.u:  u ^.  -.     I       I  that  he  had  any  thinir  to  apoloinsc  fur  in 

the  language  of  which  was  not  much  cul-  ,         fh  t             t       t    \ 

tivated  here,    if  no  persons   were   to  be  f?^Li  •  ^i?    ^    appoin  men  ,    le  was  sa- 

•  .  J      i_     j'j       *       J     ..     J   .u  tisfied  in  bis  own  inind,  that  he  had  onlv 

appointed   who   did  not  understand    he  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^.^^  ^^  ^  ^^             ^^^ 

tongue,  the  choice  would   be  so  limited  ^^^      ^jj^  ^^.^     ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  .^ 

that  the  public  would  often  lose  the  bene-  ^^^^  ^0,^^^,  jj^       performed  his  duties 

fit  of  those  talenu  and  habiU  of  business  j„  £       ^    j^  him  to  transfer  him  affcer- 

which  were  of  more  injporunce  than  the  ward,!  when    a    vacancy  arose,    to    the 

previous  knowledge  of  language.     Lan-  ^j^^  diplomatic  and  consular  office  at 

guages  might  be  easily  acquired  especially  Hamburg.   This  was  another  case  in  which 

Spanish,  which  might  be  readily  learned  tj,c  House  would  perceive,  that  the  late 

by   those  who,   like   the   gentleman   ap-  Government    had   virtually   pursued    the 

pointed   to   Bogota,  understood   French,  ^y^^^^  recommended  by  the  hon.  Member, 

and    Italian,    and   Utin.     In    the   case  They  had  done  so  in  many  instances  where 

of  South  America,  he  had  adopted   the  they  felt  that  such  a  cours^  could  be  adopted 

principle    of    the  hon.   Gentleman,    be-  without  disadvantage  to  the  public  service, 

cause  there  diplomatic  duties  might  be  Hamburg  being  a  limited  state,   it  was 

combined  with  the  consular ;  but  he  had  thought,  not  indeed  by  him,  but  by  those 

inverted   the  proposition,  for  he  had  not  who  went  before  him  in  the  same  office,  that 

given  consular  duties  to  persons  previously  the  diplomatic  interests  of  Great  Britain 

established  as  diplomatisU,  but  had  con-  io  that  state  might  well   and   safely  be 

fided  diplomatic  duties  to  consular  agenU.  placed  in  the  same  hands  as  those  which 

It  was  well  known  that  considerable  sav-  directed  the  consular,  service.  With  regard 

ing  of  expense  was  effected  by  that  ar-  to  Mr.  Wood,  another  person  who  had 

rangement.    The  hon.  Gentleman,  fiying  fidlen  under  the  animadversion  of  the  hon. 
from   time  to  time  with  the  rapidity  of   Member,  he  was  at  loss  to  understand 

thought,   and  from  region  to  region,  in  whether    the    hon.    Member    praised    or 

every  one  of  which  it  bid  bceo  bit  misfor-  blamed  him.    He  fiwcied,  however,  that 
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hv  praised  liim.  [Mr.  D'hrnrli:  No], 
Oil !  tlie  linn.  Memlicr  lilaiiivd  him.  [Mr. 
lyisnwVi:  No].  Well,  at  all  events  the 
hon.  Member  mentioned  Mr.  WcnxI  nt 
fmme  length,  and  seemed  to  think  that  he 
had  exaHKlcd  the  line  of  his  duty.  Now 
the  ^t  \i'as,  that  Mr.  Wood  was  not  con« 
Kul  when  he  first  went  to  Kjria ;  he  was 
dragoman  at  the  Porte,  and  went  to  •^Vria 
entrusted  with  a  mission  from  tlie  Turkish 
government.  The  services  he  performed 
there,  were  very  important  to  the  cause 
in  which  he  was  engascd.  Whether  the 
hon.  Mcmher  regretted  the  exnulnion  of 
the  Eg\'ptiaii8  from  Syria  he  knew  not, 
hut  thine  who  thought  that  the  system  of 
]>olicy  which  led  to  that  result  was  a  g(K)d 
one,  und  that  the  object  aimeil  at  wa«  one 
that  conduced  to  the  interest  of  this  coun- 
try, would  be  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Wof»d 
had  rendered  very  useful  and  very  im|ior- 
tant  service  towards  the  accomplishment 
of  the  end  in  view.  Again,  the  hon. 
Member  spoke  in  terms  which  he  thouglit 
might  well  have  lieen  spared  with  regard 
to  the  ap|)ointment  of  the  British  consul 
at  Leipsic.  The  terms  which  the  hon. 
Member  applied  to  that  appointment  were 
not  usual  in  that  House,  and  he  thought 
that  the  hon.  Member's  good  taste  might 
have  led  him  to  abstain  from  the  use  of 
them,  unless,  indeed,  he  had  the  strongest 
grounds  to  justify  him  in  employing  them. 
lie  knew  that  the  consul  had  had  some 
diflfiTences  with  some  of  the  local  authori- 
ties at  I^ipsic.  How  far  those  diHerenccs 
were  attributable  to  any  fault  of  the  consul 
he  could  not  tell,  but  this  he  could  say  of 
him.  that  he  had  given  very  full  and  very 
useful  statistical  information  with  n^ard  lo 
the  commercial  interests  of  this  country 
in  relation  to  the  district  in  which  he 
was  stationed.  The  hon.  (lontli-man  then 
wi-ni  into  a  general  condt  innaiiun  of  tlie 
system  which  hjd  been  pursued  by  the  Ule 
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be  wanted  relative  to  trade  and 
in  the  countries  in  which  they  art 
they  are  not  fit  to  be  employed.*    It  i 
all  very  well  for  an  hon.  Meosber  to  gal 
in  that  House  and  make  tach  an  ata 
but  he  denied  iti  correctness.     He 
tained  that  a  man  might  be  a  predeat 
excellent  minister,  a  prudent  and 
consul,  or  a  well-dctenrinf  and  _ 

aiiache,  and  yet  not  have  that  parliasitt 
knowledge  connected  with  the 
afringements  of  our  mannfactarinr 
commercial  system  which  wonld  fit  bi 
acquire  information  that  would  be 
to  the  Government  at  home.  li  waa 
mere  industry  that  enabled  a  niao  to 
quire  useful  information.  The  boo*  II 
her  had  that  evening  made  a  speeeh 
hibiting  considerable  industry  on 
poinu,  bat  a  lamentable  want  of 
information  as  would  enable  him  to 
port  bis  motion.  He  conlendedt  IImK 
when  a  person  like  hit  hon.  Friend  (Dr. 
Bowring)  was  sent  upon  sach  aiiaaioa% 
being,  as  his  hon.  Friend  waa,  iali. 
mately  acquainted  with  the  detafla  if 
our  manufacturing  system,  and  with  tkt 
arrangements  of  our  commerce,  and  haw* 
ing  no  other  duty  to  perform  than  IhBl 
upon  which  he  was  specially  engaged,  wmH 
biifit;  tied  to  one  spot,  ai  a  consul  or 
diplomatic  agent  necessarily  wai,  but  uo» 
abletl  to  go  from  |>oint  to  point  to  aoquipu 
the  information  for  which  he  aoughl— ho 
contended  thai  such  a  peraon  waa  f 
more  likely  to  collect  valuable  infonuuls 
than  one  whose  duties  fixed  him  to 
capital  or  to  one  of  the  tea-porta  of  iko 
country  in  which  he  resided,  and 
therefore  had  never  by  habit  or  oeco 
been  led  to  bestow  attention  to  the 
trrs  which  the  Government  fer  a 
tieular  purpose  might  re«|uire  bi 
lepoit  u|)on.     Were  we  the  only  peoplo 

'»  Qo* 


whu  took    thi4    course?     Was  the 


Guvernnieiit  (and  pursued,  lie  it  rt-inein- I  vernment  of  Kngland  singular  i 
lK*i(tl,  aUo  by  the  present  Ouvernmtnt)  ;  pointing  these  4|K*cial  commissions 
uf  Aitifliiig,  fur  special  purpose*,  special    from  it.     Take  the  mission  of  ha 


f   Plar 


comniiuioners  to  inquire  into  and  report 
u|K»ti  im|>ortant  mattt-rs  connected  urh 
Matihtu-s  and  comineree.  I'lmn  that  puint, 
h«  could  only  %jy  that,  u(>on  the  fullest  con- 
sidt-ratiun  and  riHecliun,  he  i»a«  perfectly 
satistii'd  that  that  praclH:ew:is  a  useful  and  a 
proper  one.  ItWdiall^erywtll  io«ay,**  You 
liave  a  consul  here,  and  a  nimistrr  there 
and  an  fi/(arA(  at  anntlier  place;  and  if 
ihite  gentlemen  are  not  tit  lo  Si  nd  hoq,^ 

to  tbc  Uovemmeni  such  accouou  u 


Friend  to  Prussia,  to  make  inqoiriea 
ac(|uire  informstion  with  regard  lo 
commercial  league  in  which  that 
was  engaged.  Was  England  the  WtHf 
country  that  sent  persons  meiaUy  to 
Prussia  for  the  same  |rtirpoae ;  Did  Ml 
ihe  l-oited  States  of  America  and  ihu 


y^riiment  of  France,  both  send 
>^    ^iisioners  to  acqui 
^^       which  the  lioverament  of 


liuioners  to  acquire  the  tame 


ma*  I  ^ll'^^'^iooi  of  poaaoninf.    Theaa 
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tries  both  sent  special  commissioners, 
although  they  had  at  the  time  very  able 
ministers  resident  at  Berlin.  The  Uoiled 
States  had  there  as  minister  a  most  emi- 
nent man — a  roan  whose  name  was  known 
allofer  the  world— Mr.  Wheaton.  France 
had  an  able  minister  resident  there,  in  the 
|)ersoii  of  M.  Bresson.  Again,  some  years 
ago  the  Gofernment  of  England  sent  spe- 
cial commissioners  to  Paris  to  inquire  into 
the  mode  of  keeping  public  accounts  in 
France.  France  returned  the  compliment, 
and  sent  a  special  commission  ofer  to  this 
country  to  investigate  our  system  of  cus- 
toms. That  commission  was  composed  of 
very  able  men,  and  they  furnished  iheir 
government  with  a  valuable  report.  The 
United  States  of  America  also  sent  com- 
missioners to  more  than  one  country 
in  Europe  to  obtain  information  with  re- 
gard to  the  post-office  system.  Therefore, 
if  the  late  Government  of  England  was 
wrong  in  this  respect,  it  was  at  least  wrong 
in  good  company.  It  was  wrong  in  com- 
pany with  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and 
with  the  governments  of  France  and  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  And  he 
maintained  that  such  a  system,  so  far 
from  casting  any  imputation  or  reflec- 
tion, as  the  hon.  Member  intimated, 
upon  the  capacity  of  our  foreign  ministers, 
diplomatic  functionaries,  or  consular  offi- 
cers, was  only  a  proof  of  the  desire  of  the 
Government  to  obtaio  the  best  and  most 
accurate  information  by  all  the  means 
which  they  had  at  their  command.  But 
the  House  would  be  very  much  deceived 
if  it  tliought — at  seemed  to  be  implied 
by  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member — 
that  the  consuls  did  not  periodically  report 
to  the  Government  at  home  important 
information,  statistical  and  commercial; 
for  it  was  the  duty  of  every  consul  at  the 
end  of  the  year  to  send  home  a  full  report 
of  everytliing  connected  with  the  trade, 
commerce,  manufactures,  agriculture,  and 
general  resources  of  the  district  with 
which  he  was  officially  connected;  and 
there  was  not  one  of  the  mistakes  made 
in  the  speedi  of  the  hon.  Member  greater 
than  that  by  which  he  seemed  to  sup- 
pose that  these  reports  of  consuls  were 
not  read  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  He, 
for  one,  could  assure  the  hon.  Member, 
that  during  the  time  he  bad  the  honour  of 
being  at  Uie  head  of  the  Foreign  De- 
partment, be  had  read  every  report, 
every  letter,  andi  erery  despatch  re- 
ceived firoB  these  offiicen^  ebroadi^  from 


the  most  elaborate  report  of  the  highest 
consul-general,  down  to  the  least  impor- 
tant letter  of  the  lowest  vice-consul.  Very 
laborious  reading  it  was — reading  that 
took  up  a  great  many  hours  of  his  time — 
but,  scattered  through  the  voluminous  pa* 
pers  that  thus  came  under  his  eye,  he  found 
many  very  important  matters,  with  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  be  acquainted  ;  and  he 
further  assured  the  hon.  Member  and  the 
House,  that  there  was  no  greater  mistake 
in  the  world  than  to  suppose,  that  because 
there  was  a  person  in  tne  Foreign  Office 
denominated  the  superintendent  of  the 
consular  department,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
receive,  register,  and  arrange  these  reports 
and  despatches — to  send  them  to  the 
Secretary  of  State— to  receive  his  direc* 
tions  in  reference  to  them,  and  to  see 
those  directions  properly  executed,  tliere 
was,  he  said,  no  greater  mistake  tlian  to 
suppose,  that  because  such  an  officer 
existed,  the  Secretary  of  State  himself  did 
not  give  the  same  minute,  detailed,  and 
uninterrupted  attention  to  these  matters 
as  to  the  other  duties  of  his  office.  He 
really  believed  he  might  say,  that  the 
consular  correspondence  amounted  to  one- 
half  of  the  whole  correspondence  of  the 
Foreign  Department.  It  went  into  matters 
of  every  sort  and  kind — matters  relating 
to  statistics  and  commerce,  private  claims, 
questions  between  the  consuls  and  the  lo- 
cal authorities,  political  events,  matters,  in 
short,  of  the  most  various  interest,  and 
which  it  was  impossible  for  the  Secretary 
of  State  not  to  attend  to  with  minuteness. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  thought  that  it  was 
wholly  unnecessary  to  send  the  person  who 
was  deputed  to  the  court  at  Naples,  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  and  settling  the 
changes  which  were  at  one  time  to  be 
made  in  the  tariffs  of  that  country  and  of 
England ;  and  he  was  pleased  to  speak 
rather  slightingly  of  our  present  minister 
at  Naples,  who  had  the  misfortune,  in  the 
hon.  Member's  opinion,  of  being  related  to 
him.  Putting  the  relationship  out  of 
view,  and  speaking  of  the  British  minister 
at  the  court  of  Naples,  as  he  would  speak 
of  any  other  person  engaged  in  the  public 
service  of  the  country,  and  especially  in 
that  department  of  it  over  which  he  had 
had  the  honour  for  some  years  to  preside,  he 
would  not  hesitate  to  say  that  that  miniiter 
had  always  performed  his  duties  with 
ability  and  zeal  upon  every  occasion 
upon  which  he  had  been  called  upon  to 
act*    He  hoped  be  need  not  assure  the 
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vcrn incut  at  home  on  hit  retarOv  aad 
which  were  iiicuiisistent  with  the  iostrac- 
tioiis  meanwhile  sent  oat  to  the  diplooiaiac 
agent  wlio  had  the  conduct  of  the  Defo- 
liation, did  not  leceive  thetanctton  of  far 
Majesty's  Ministers, and,  conseqoeQlly«MI 
to  the  ground.  Other diffical ties  tikenronb 
arose  with  regard  to  the  •alphormoaopoly^ 
and  thus  the  treaty,  he  belie?ed,  had  do!, 
to  that  day,  been  concluded.  Theov  eoid 
the  bon.  Member, ''  Why  tend  Mr.  M'Oio- 
gor  to  Sicily  ?  Would  not  our  conol 
there  have  given  all  the  informatioa  that 
was  required."  [iHterruptumJ]  He  «m 
not  at  all  surprised  that  details  of  this  toit 
should  not  attract  the  attention  of  iho 
House;  but  a  very  dry,  a  very  irkaosM 
path  had  been  chalked  out  for  him  by  cIm 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  D*Israeli)»  and  he  maat 
pursue  it.  lie  was  saying  that  the  Oovcnu 
roent  having  sent  out  Mr.  McGregor,  ia 
order  to  revise  the  Neapolitan  tariff^  noUH 
rally  expected  to  receive  from  him  on  bin 
return,  a  more  detailed  account  by  wbol 
i  nformation  about  the  su  Iphur  question  thwi 
could  be  well  given  in  written  deapatcbeo. 
It  was  therefore  the  duty  of  Mr.  M*Giegor 
to  go  to  Sicily  to  inquire  minutely  nio 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  sulpbar  iradOs 
in  order  to  enable  the  Government  si 
home  to  jud^^e  more  accurately  of  ihm 
clamis  of  British  subjects  upon  the  Nob* 
poliian  government,  lie  believed  tbot 
tho^c  claims  were  now  settled,  and  ibot 


House  that  he  should  not  say  this  unless 
he  really  thought  it,  and  hisoflicial  duties 
had  given  him  the  means  of  judging.  The 
hon.  Member's  censure  in  this  instance  had 
been  totally  misplaced.  The  minister  at  the 
court  of  Naples  happened  to  be  at  home  on 
leave  of  absence,  after  five  years  residence 
abroad.  At  the  time  when  Mr.  M'Gregor 
was  sent  to  Naples,  there  was  then  a  chartjv 
(Taffaircs  at  Naples  who  officiated  during 
the  absence  of  the  minister.  What  was  Mr. 
M'Grogor  sent  for  ?  Really  it  would  save 
the  hon.  Member  and  those  who  had 
listened  to  him  and  had  to  answer  him,  a 
great  deal  of  very  valuable  time  if  the 
hon.  Member  would  make  himself  better 
acquainted  with  facts  before  he  entered 
into  the  discussion  of  (|uestions  of  this 
nature.  There  was  a  question  about  a 
commercial  treaty  between  Naples  and 
this  country,  and  preliminary  negotiations 
had  been  entered  into  with  the  Neapolitan 
government  for  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty. 
One  article  of  the  preliminiry  ne(;otiation 
went  to  this,  that  a  certain  taritl*  for  the 
Neapolitan  customs  should  lie  a<;reed 
upon,  and  annexed  lo  the  treaty,  and 
should  not  afterwards  be  changeable 
except  upon  a  mutual  understanding 
between  the  governments  of  the  twocoun- 
tries.  Mr.  M'Ciregor  was  sttit  out  to 
settle  with  the  minister  at  Naples  uhnrthe 
changiN  in  the  Ni'apolitan  tariff  ^huuld 
be ;  and  the  Knglish  Ciovernnifut  cer- 
tainly thoui;ht  that  they  could  not  employ  !  most  of  them,  in  consequence  of  the  iobt* 
a  Ix'ttt-r  person  fur  that  pur|»osc  than  one  mation  obtained  by  the  Uovemment  agc«t« 
who  w:iH  connected  with  the  Iviurd  of  were  reduced  lo  a  much  more  modoralo 
Tr«i<lr,  and  who  had  a  practical  knowli.-flge  amount  than  the  original  demand, 
at    his  rni;:ets*  rnds  of  the  wjiole  of  the    hon.  MemlnT  found  fault  with  ell  tl 


dctailfr  of  our  o\ui  iariH*»  with  which  that 


t. 


apiKiintnient^.     He  could  only  say,  that 


while  It  was  his  duty  to  submit  the  noi 
of  |iersons   to    llie    approbation    of   ths 


of  Naples  must  necebsarily,  in  such  a  ne- 
gotiation,  Ih:   much   cunnecied.     It    was 

imp  iMibIc  tl)  !«up|>osc  that  the  chnrifi  trtif.  |  Crown  for  the  appointmeut  of 
Jatrrs  or  thi  consul  in  Sicily  could  have  j  he  had  always  chosen  those  whom 
bei  ri  »u  Miinuttly,  so  .iccurately.  an«l  so  <  thought  upon  the  whole  most  compete 
lhfiruu:;hly  informed  of  the  detaiU  of  the  tu  (lerform  the  duties  of  the 
Kii^lish  tariff,  and  the  beating  uf  the  Nca- 1  There  was  no  particular  education  for  E 
poliian  tar  ill  u[>oii  that  of  KnglaniJ,  a^  to  consul.  There  could  not,  by  possibility^ 
Ih*  able  With  an  equal  chanci:  of>ucce«slu{  Im:  any  S|>ecitic  education  for  such  Mi 
cuii'luct  the  iiegotiatiun,  anil  conclude  the  oflire;  because  the  duties  varied  accofdiw 
an  itigement  to  be  i  licet ed  between  the  to  the  place  and  the  country  in  which  * 
two  '^overntnents  u)»on  thi«  |Hjint.  Mr.  consul  had  to  act,  and  from  time  to 
M*(fregor  fHrrfurmed  his  duty,  but  after-  aecoriling  to  the  circumstances  n 
^lardiHrnt  OH  to  discuts  questions  con-  which  he  might  he  placed ;  but,  opoo  o| 
nri'led  Hith  ihv  treaty  itself,  which  he  occa»ioni,  he  had  chosen,  in  earb  to* 
was  n>»t  authorifti-il  to  do,  and  for  which  parate  case,  the  person  whom  be  tboogbl 
hr  had  nu  instructions.  Therefore,  as  best  fitted  to  perform  the  partknlar  da* 
mi^ht    be    ex|>ected,    some    of    the   ar- 


raugcutuis  proposed  by  him  to  ibc  Go- 


ties  of  the  post  to  which  tie  was  to  ho 
attached.    And  be  now  f  U  it  lo  bo  Mi 
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duty,  in  justice  to  the  coniular  body  which 
had  been  so  much  censured  that  evening, 
and  which  it  was  too  much  the  fashion  to 
censure  in    that  House,    wheneter  their 
appointments  were  referred   to — to  -say, 
that  as  far  as  his  experience  went,  they 
had  alwavs  acquitted  themselfes  well,  and 
had  faithfully  executed  the  duties  imposed 
upon  them.     Nothing  was  so  easy  as  for 
an  bon.  Member  to  get  up  in  that  House 
and  say,  that  the  consular  body  or  the 
diplomatic  body    was  ignorant    and  ill- 
informed.    These  things  were  only  said 
by  Gentlemen  who  were  themselves  totally 
ignorant  of  the  whole  matter  upon  which 
they  were  talking.    He  (Viscount  Palmer- 
ston)  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  say,  that 
although  a  person  here  or  a  person  there 
might  be  less  able  or  less  competent  than 
others,  yet  that  taking  the  consular  body 
as  a  whole,  there  was  not  a  more  able 
or  efficient  body  in  the  service  of  any 
country  in   Europe.     Personallv  he  had 
felt  greatly  obliged  to  them  K)r  the  as- 
sistance which  they  afforded  to  him  whilst 
he  bad  the  honour  of  holding  office  under 
the  Crown,  and  he  thought  that  they  had 
rendered,   and   were  still  rendering,  very 
important  and  very  valuable  services  to 
the  country.     As  to  the  Government  of 
this  country  being  ill  informed  upon  mat- 
ters going  on  abroad,  be  could  only  say — 
speaking  with  some  knowledge  of  the  fact 
'-that  he  was  convinced,  taking  the  con- 
sular and  diplomatic  bodies  together,  that 
the  Government  of  England  had,  during 
the  time  that  he  had  the  honour  of  being 
connected  with  it,  been  better  informed 
than  the  government  of  any  country  in  the 
world.     That  assertion  was  perhaps  a  bold 
one ;  but  he  made  it  as  expressing  his  deli- 
berate and  decided  opinion.    The  motion 
of  the  hon.  Member  being,  as  he  believed 
it  to  be,  only   an  occasion  upon  which 
he  might  retail  all  the  lamentations  and 
complaints  which  the  hundreds  of  dis- 
appointed candidates  for  consuUhips  went 
about    venting,    to    the    disparagement 
of  their  more   successful  competitors,  it 
might  have  been  sufficient  for  him  to  have 
gone  through   the  list  of  charges  made 
directly  against  himself,  without  even  re- 
verting  to   the   motion  which  the   hon. 
Member  could  never  have  entertained  an 
ex|)ectatioa  that  her  Majesty's  Government 
would  support.  He  thought  he  had  shown 
that  that  part  of  the  system  which  gave  to 
consular  agents,  where  it  was  possible  with 
any  proprietyi  diphmialic  faocikmii  had 


been  followed  out  by  the  late  Government 
with  great  advantage  to  the  country  iu 
point  of  economy.  He  had  shown  also 
he  thought,  that  in  regard  to  the  motion 
itself,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  adopt  it 
consistently  with  international  usage ;  that 
it  could  never  be  carried  into  effect,  unless 
the  whole  world  could  be  persuaded  to 
alter  long-established  customs ;  and  that 
even  then  it  would  be  attended  with  incon- 
veniences of  which  th^hon.  Member  could 
hardly  be  aware.  But  it  came  across  him 
that  there  were  two  persons  whom  the 
hon.  Member  had  particularly  criticised, 
and  in  reference  to  whom  it  was,  thereforei 
necessary  that  he  should  say  a  few  words. 
The  hon.  Member  said,  that  we  had,  in- 
deed, a  consul-general  appointed  at 
Venezuela,  but  some  cause  having  arisea 
to  require  his  services,  it  was  dbcovered 
that  the  consul-general  was  living  at  St. 
Petersburg,  and  the  vice-consul  dying  at 
Liverpool.  What  was  the  factf  The 
consul-general  at  Venezuela,  Sir  Ker  Por- 
ter, had  been,  for  several  years,  resi- 
dent in  that  country  ;  he  applied  for 
leave  of  absence,  which  was  granted; 
but  Sir  Ker  Porter  abstained  from 
availing  himself  of  it  until  he  had  con 
eluded  a  treaty  in  which  he  was  en* 
gaged,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave- 
trade.  That  treaty  concluded,  he  availed 
himself  of  the  leave  of  absence  which  had 
previously  been  granted  him.  *'  But  then," 
says  the  hon.  Member,  '*  he  is  living  in 
St.  Petersburg."  No  doubt  of  it — for  it 
happened  that  the  members  of  his  family 
whom  he  was  most  anxious  to  see,  and  for 
the  sake  of  seeing  whom  after  so  many 
years  of  separation,  he  had  asked  for 
his  leave  of  absence,  were  residing  at  St. 
Petersburg,  whither  he  at  once  repaired, 
instead  of  remaining  in  this  country.  Sir 
Ker  Porter  was  a  most  able  and  valuable 
public  officer,  and  had  been  longer  at  his 
post  than  most  other  public  servants.  The 
consul  at  Porto  Cabello,  as  had  been 
stated,  died  at  Liverpool.  .  Who  had  since 
been  appointed  ?  Mr.  O'Leary !  a  gentle- 
man whom  the  hon.  Member  described  at 
a  naturalized  subject  of  a  South  American 
state,  one  who  spoke  the  language  of  the 
country  to  which  he  was  appointed,  and 
had  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  its 
people.  '*  How,"  said  the  hon.  Member^ 
"  could  you  appoint  a  man  who  speaks 
Spanish,  who  knows  by  long  residence  a 
good  deal  of  the  country,  a  good  deal  of 
,  the  people,  ami  a  good  d^  of  the  intofesU 
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he  has  to  protect."  Why,  really  he  mutt 
hsk  the  hon.  Member  to  give  up  either 
his  complaint  against  the  consul  at  Bogota, 
who  knew  nothing  of  the  language,  nothing 
of  the  people  of  the  country  in  which  he 
was  appointed  to  reside,  or  else  his  con- 
demnation of  the  consul  at  Forto  Cabello, 
who  was  thoroughly  informed  oo  all  these 
points,  lie  gave  the  hon.  Member  his 
choice— one  or  the  other  he  must  throw 
over.  The  facts  coonected  with  the  two 
cases  were  so  contradictory,  as  to  render 
it  impossible  for  them  to  be  combined,  as 
the  hon.  Member  would  combine  the  two 
distinct  and  different  offices  of  diplomatic 
agent  and  consular  agent.  The  hoo.  Mem- 
ber must  consent  to  a  separation  of  the 
two  cases;  his  argument  could  not  per- 
form double  duty  ?  Who  was  Mr.  O'l^cary  ? 
A  British  subject,  who,  by  long  residence 
in  America,  had  acquired  the  privileges  of 
a  South  American  subject — privileges  not 
diflicult  of  attainment ;  because,  in  some 
of  the  states  of  South  America  they  were 
actually  forced  upon  any  fierson  who 
had  resided  two  years  in  the  country.  A 
quarrel  between  some  of  those  states  and 
FraiicCf  m  which  England  had  in  some  de- 
cree participated,  had  arisen  upon  this  very 
point — that  they  not  only  allowed,  but 
com|N.*lled  foreigners,  af^ertwo  years'  resi- 
dence amongst  them,  to  assume  the  pri- 
vileges of  citizenship.  It  was  therefore,  no 
great  matter  that  Mr.  O'l^cary  should 
have  obtained  these  privileges.  It  was 
true,  however,  that  he  h^id  obtained  them, 
together  with  great  distinction,  aud  high 
rank  in  tlie  Colombian  army,  which,  how. 
ever,  he  hasfoi  some  time  reacted  to  belong 
to.  He  understood  that  Mr.  O'l^^ary,  or 
(leneral  C)'I.«ary,  as  his  Colombian  rank 
wuiiM  cntidehimto  l>ccallid,wasemiiienlly 
wfll  fitted  to  take  care  of  British  interests 
at  Porto  Cabello;  and  he  would  give  the 
hon.  Member  a  |Mece  of  information  which, 
with  all  his  industry,  he  did  not  seem  to ! 
have  acijiiired  (but  which  would  have ' 
told  wonderfully  in  his  speei^h),  namely, ; 
that  this  geutleaao,  knowing  the  language  I 
of  the  country,  and  having  an  ioiimaie  | 
acijuaintancc  with  the  people,  was  actually 
doing  duty  as  coiiauUgcoeral  in  the  room 
of  S\r  Ker  Porter  during  his  absence.  He 
should  not  troeUe  tbe  House  any  further. 
He  thovgbl  be  had  gone  through  tbe  list 
of  those  wbofli  the  hoo.  Member  meant  to 
make  the  victims  of  tbe  evening's  debate. 
He  hoped  tbe  House  would  judge  of  those 
whooi  be  had  onkled  by  tbe  defence 
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he  had  made  of  those  whom  he 
mentioned.  He  remembered  nobody  «!•• 
to  whom  the  hon.  Member  had  remrad  ; 
and  he  bad  only  another  word  lo 
It  was  perfectly  fair,  as  political 
fare  was  carricMl  on  in  that  Honaa^ 
gentlemen  on  one  aide  to  atlnck  Ihona 
on  tbe  other.  Anything  pereooal  to 
self  the  hon.  Member  was  fully 
tied  to  urge,  and  to  urge  with  any  dagwn 
of  antithesis^  or  epigram,  or  feicct  thnl 
he  might  think  proper.  Aa  the  right  bos. 
Baronet  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  had  aaid,  al- 
though now  out  of  office  he  «ae  aa  tMj 
bound  to  defend  what  he  did  whibl  • 
minister  of  the  Crown,  as  if  he  atill  heU  • 
seat  in  the  Government.  That  was  pets* 
fectly  true,  and  he  was  undoubtedly  a  frir 
object  of  attack  ;  but  be  must  aay  that  ho 
thought  it  not  a  very  generous,  and  tm* 
tainly  not  a  very  becoming  eoone  Ihr 
gentlemen  in  that  House,  for  the  pOfPOOO 
of  attacking  a  political  opponent,  to  affw 
into  the  discuuion,  and  mark  with  their 
censure,  the  names  of  men  who  had  oo 
connection  with  the  party  conflicts  which 
were  carried  on  within  the  walls  of  Porlia* 
meiit-^men  sensitive  about  their  chorodorp 
more  than  Members  of  that  Ho 
suppose — men  whose  weight  and  infl 
in  supporting  the  interests  of  their  countffw 
abroad, depended  very  much  upon  theeols- 
mation  in  which  they  should  appear  lo  ho 
held  ut  home.  He  would  have  hon.  Oeotlo 
men  reflect,  that  in  making  attache  o; 
such  persons,  they  were  inflicting 
wounds  upon  tlic  feelings  of  men  whomlhoy 
could  have  no  motive  to  attack  ;  aad  warn 
rvally  doing  an  injury  to  the  pablie  aertioo^ 
by  attempting  to  lower  the  character  of  posv 
sons  who  had  most  important  public  datiaa 
to  perform  abroad.  Therefore,  cootioaod 
tlie  noble  \'iscount,  I  would  say  to  iho 
hon.  Member,  that  in  future  I  beg  he 
turn  his  ateel  upon  me.  Here  am  I 
did  it.  Let  him  attack  me  as  much  aa  ha 
pleases.  But  let  him  permit  me  to 
treat,  on  the  part  of  those  who  are 
ing  the  puldic  in  oflicial  situations 
that  he  will  be  as  sparing  u  posMbIa  of 
their  feelings ;  and  if  in  any  case  he  ' 
feel  it  his  duty  to  embark  in  a 
against  any  of  them,  that  he  will  at 
take  pains  to  be  quite  sure  that  the  i 
mation  upon  which  he  founds  his 
thoroughly  correct  before  he  aaya 
which,  going  forth  to  the  public, 
indict  pain  upon  those  who 
censure,  aad  mait  haianl  a 
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jury  to  their  efiicieocy  as  sertantB  of  the 
public. 

Mr.  Smylhe  begged  to  allude  to  the 
high  praise  which  had  been  bestowed  upon 
the  consular  body  of  this  country.  The 
obserrations  made  by  the  noble  Viscount 
were  confirmed  by  those  of  Mr.  M'Cullocli, 
who  spoke  in  high  terms  of  our  consuls.  He 
thought*  howefer*  that  more  pains  might 
be  bestowed  upon  these  departments^ 
which  would  render  them  of  greater  ser- 
vice to  the  country  thev  represented.  If 
proper  attention  had  been  paid  to  tlie 
consular  establishments  of  this  kingdom, 
Uie  hon.  Member  for  Bolton  might  hare 
received  an  appointment  — 

*  O,  fortunatam  natam  me  consule  Romam.*' 

He  agreed  so  far  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Shrewsbury  in  thinking,  that  a  great 
improvement  might  be  introduced  into 
this  body.  The  noble  Viscount  opposite 
miffht  well  seem  surprised  at  the  numerous 
faults  which  had  been  found  with  thb 
body  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Shrewsbury. 
It  appeared  to  him,  however,  to  be  some* 
thing  like  a  new  edition  of  a  very  enter- 
taining work,  which  was  very  well  known 
by  the  title  of  ''  Captain  Bobadillo."  He 
must  say,  that  much  of  the  retrospection 
of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  brought  for^ 
ward  this  motion  was  very  old.  That 
hon.  Member  had  alluded  to  the  case  of 
the  appointment  of  Colopel  Hods^  at 
Alexandria.  Why^  lie  thought,  that  the 
hon.  Member  mignt  as  well  have  alluded 
to  the  case  of  Caligula's  horse.  Some  hon. 
Members  had  spwen  in  terms  of  dispa- 
ragement with  respect  to  the  Syrian  expe- 
dition; but  he  certainly  conceived,  that 
the  treaty  of  London  redounded  as  much 
to  the  honour  of  Lord  Palmerston,  as  did 
that  of  Nimeguen  to  one  of  his  predeces- 
sors. He  might  observe  with  rererence  to 
the  appointment  of  consuls,  that  at  Venice 
where  the  consul  had  time  to  bestow  upon 
trade,  permission  was  refused  him  to  en- 
gage in  any  business;  while  at  Trieste, 
where  the  engagements  of  the  consul  were 
numerous  and  pressing,  he  was  allowed  to 
enter  into  trade.  This,  he  conceived,  was 
a  state  of  affiurs  which  i^uired  alteration. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  object  of  our 
consular  estaUishnients  was,  that  the  con- 
suls might  gain  comniercial  information 
relative  to  ue  places  where  they  were 
stationed,  which  might  prove  benencial  to 
this  country.  He  thougnt  it  was  injudi- 
cious to  permit  a  consul  to  engage  in  trade, 
tx  the  auUiorities  ia  dw  state  W  which  be 


was  accredited,  might  feel  considerabia 
delicacy  in  communicating  to  him  inform- 
ation  which  might  be  used  for  his  oivn 
private  advantage.  A  person  placed  ia 
such  a  position  might  also  possibly  become 
a  bankrupt,  or  be  involvea  in  other  mis- 
fortunes ;  and  it  was  most  desirable,  tliat 
we  should  avoid  the  possibility  of  suffering 
the  representative  of  such  a  country  as  this 
to  be  placed  in  so  unfortunate  a  situation. 
He  thought  persons  who  were  appointed 
to  act  as  consuls  should  have  as  little  con- 
nection as  possible  with  the  trade  of  the 
country  in  which  they  were  stationed. 

Mr.  IV.  Williams  wished  to  suggest  to 
the  Government  the  propriety  of  appoint- 
ing a  consular  representative  at  Cracow. 
Austria,  fiussiat  and  Prussia  had  consuls 
at  that  place ;  and  he  thought,  if  we  had 
had  a  consul  there*  its  occupation  by  fo- 
reign troops,  a  few  years  baoc,  might  have 
been  avoided.  If  such  a  measure  were 
adopted,  it  would  be  regarded  bv  the 
people  of  Poland  as  a  manifestation  of 
interest,  on  our  part,  in  their  &voun 

Sir  W.  SomerviUe  could  not  forbear 
saying  a  single  word  on  the  subject  of  the 
unworthy  attack  which  had  been  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  opposite  upon  a  gentle- 
man who  now  held  the  office  of  Klinister 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  f  the  Two 
Sicilies,  and  wnich  had  been  alluded  to  by 
his  noble  Friend  below  him  in  a  manner, 
and  with  a  delicacy,  which  he  could  well 
appreciate,  but  which  did  not  sufficiently 
confute  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member. 
He  had  had  the  honour  of  serving  in  a 
subordinate  capacity  with  the  gentleman 
alluded  to,  ana  he  could  bear  witness  to 
the  sealous  and  talented  manner  in  which 
he  discharged  his  official  duties.  The  hon. 
Member  sought  to  convey  to  the  House 
the  impression,  that  the  gentleman  to 
whom  ne  referred  had  been  appointed  to 
the  diplomatic  station  he  held,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  relationship  to  the  noble 
Viscount.  He  would  ask  if  that  was  really 
the  case  ?  The  gentleman  in  question 
was  one  of  the  oldest  diplomatic  servants 
of  this  country ;  he  had  risen  from  the 
humble  position  of  an  aUach^  to  the  office 
he  now  held;  and  be  thought  he  was 
fully  entitled  to  the  post  whidi  had  beeo 
assigned  to  him. 

Mr.  fFan/ ej^ressed  a  hope,  that  some 
practical  benefit  might  renilt  from  this 
discussion,  though  he  feared  audi  would 
not  be  the  case.  He  thought  it  most  de- 
sirable, that  endeavours  mould  be  made 
to  promote  the  cficieiicy,  as  wcU  as  the 
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ccoiiuiiiical  maiiagumeiit,  (»f  the  consular 
service.  He  conceived,  that  the  sugges- 
tions  which  had  been  made  to-night,  might 
be  !Mi  far  acted  upon,  that  in  places  where 
there  was  a  diplomatic  mission,  as  well  as 
a  resident  consul,  the  latter  officer  might 
be  dispensed  with,  except  at  out|)ort8, 
where  the  commercial  interests  required 
great  attention.  The  bon.  Member  for 
Shrewsbury  (Mr.  D'Israeli)  had  alluded 
to  the  ignorance  of  some  consular  officers 
of  the  language  of  the  countries  in  which 
they  were  stationed  ;  but  he  need  scarcely 
say,  that  that  was  no  uncommon  occur- 
rence. Lord  Heytesbur}',  who  was  sent  to 
Spain  in  1822,  at  a  time  when  our  rela- 
tions with  that  country  were  in  a  some- 
what critical  position,  was  unacquainted 
with  the  Spanisli  language  ;  but  was  he 
prevented,  by  that  circumstance,  from  ac- 
complishing satisfactorily  the  objects  of 
his  mission  }  The  facility  of  communica- 
tion which  was  re<|uired  might  be  readily 
obtained  by  means  of  trustworthy  inter- 
preters. It  might  be  desirable,  that  some 
system  of  diplomatic  education  should  be 
adopted,  which  might  enable  parties  to 
ao|uire  a  knowle<lge  of  the  language  of 
countries  to  which  they  were  sent  out ; 
but  that  was,  he  feared,  an  object  which 
could  not  be  attaine<I.  Diplomacy  could 
not  be  made  a  profossiim  to  which  pcpions 
who  had  a  possibility  of  attaining  eminence 
in  otiier  profchsionti  wuuld  devote  their 
attention.  The  |mrty  in  jiowcr  found  it 
neiTMary  to  appoint  |M*r!M»ns  who  were  in 
their  c»wn  interest  to  represent  them  at 
fiireign  ciiurtn ;  and,  i*(»nse<|iiently,  persons 
exercising  diplomatic  functions  were  also 
liable  tii  be  replace<l  by  others,  and  c(»uld 
entertiin  slight  lio|)e  f>f  ever  attaining  to 
high  di<«tinction.  lie  wuuld  not  allude  to 
any  i»f  the  |ier>onal  attack**  whiih  hail  Ijeen 
maile  by  the  lion.  Memljer  whi>  had  iiitrr»- 
du<*ed  this  nurHtitm ;  but  he  w<iuhi  merely 
add.  that  if  the  motiiMi  were  |ire!».M.*d  t«i  a 
diii^ioii.  he  would  feel  it  hi^  duty  to  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  /^f/wiff(-Arrr  said,  uith  reference  to 
the  remarks  as  to  the  inex|iedien('V  of 
maintaining  a  consul-griirnd  and  a  diplt»* 
mat  if  minister  at  the  same  place,  he  might 
state,  that  it  had  betu  the  rule  of  hiii 
noble  Friend  (Vi«count  I'alinemton)  to 
abolish,  when  practicalile.  the  otfia*«  «»f 
nmsu  Is -general  at  all  place?*  where  a  diplo- 
matic mini^tiT  was  resiikrnt.  'fhit^  had 
been  dime  at  Paris,  at  Madrid,  at  Mrxifo, 
and  at  Huenos  Ay  res.  At  several  places, 
however,  when  British    MiDiatcis   were 


resident,  consuls-general  were  itill 
tinned,  in  consequence  of  peculiar  ctrcoM- 
stances ;  as,  for  instance,  at  St  Pelen* 
burgh,  where  our  exteoaive 
interests  absolutely  required  the 
tendence  of  such  an  officer. 

Captain  PUimridge  was  noderslood  tm 
express  a  wish,  that  the  consols  at  ~ 
ports  were  invested  with  a  larger 
of  power  than  thejr  at  present  possessed. 

Mr.  ly Israeli  in  reply,  said,  that  km 
must  offer  his  acknowleaginents  to  ths 
noble  ViscH>unt  for  his  courteous  aoam* 
tions  for  his  political  promotion.    Sooi  as* 

fiirations  from  such  a  quarter  most  ha 
ooked  upon  as  auspicious.  The  aohln 
Viscount  was  a  consummate  master  of  Ihn 
subject ;  and  if  the  noble  Viscount  wooM 
only  impart  to  him  the  secret  by  which  ha 
had  himself  contrived  to  retain  office  duri^f 
seven  successive  administrations*  the  jpn* 
sent  debate  would  certainly  not  be  withoal 
a  result.  He  had  felt  some  stirpriss  to  hear 
the  noble  Viscount  lay  down  a  poritioa 
which  was  certainly  new  in  pariianeatarf 
debate,  that  it  was  not  allowable,  uader 
any  circumstances,  to  question  the  pet^ 
sonal  merits  or  demerits  of  a  person  ap- 
pointed by  Government  to  exercise  oficvl 
functions.  This  doctrine  was  oertaialj 
novel,  it  had  not  been  his  wish  la 
enter  into  |Krrsonal  details,  or  he  might 
have  adduced  many  cases  in  additioa  la 
those  to  which  he  had  alluded ;  he  hal 
only  referred  to  such  cases  in  illustiataoa 
of  the  principle  for  which  he  had 
tended.  The  noble  \'iscount  had 
his  want  of  knowledge  on  this  subieet, 
had  recommended  him  to  study  the  law  af 
nations.  If  a  study  of  the  law  of  natieaa 
were  only  to  teach  him  that  a  consul 
«|uired  an  exefjuatur,  the  result  would 
lie  i*onsiderable.  The  obsenatiotts  of  tha 
noble  Viscount  had  lieen  virtually  &fonr- 
able  to  the  principle  to  which  he  waa 
desirous  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  tha 
II<mse.  Indeed,  every  hnu.  Member 
had  addressed  the  House  on  thb 
jci-t  hatl  admitted,  in  a  greater  or 
degree,  the  propriety  of  that  nriadahu 
The  noble  Viscount  seemed  to  tnink  taai 
he  hud  placc«l  him  in  a  dilemma  ta  Us 
two  consul-generals,  and  the  Spanidi  hm- 
gnage  ^  but  the  point  of  the  uoble  Via- 
nrtint\  remarks  was,  that  the  GoTcramesil 
were  justiliefl  in  appointing  an  alien  to  a 
(*<»n!iulshtp,  |irovided  he  could  only 
Spani<«h.  I  le  begged  to  remind  the  Hi 
that  though  he  had  mentioned  in 
eight  or  ten  chcsi  not  one  of  iha 
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nientB  he  had  made  had  been  quentioned 
by  any  hon.  Member,  or  even  by  the 
noble  Viscount.  On  the  contrary,  the 
noble  Viscount  had  admitted  the  correct- 
nem  of  all  his  representations.  He  was  un- 
able to  ascertain,  from  the  obeervations  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  opposed 
his  proposition,  where  the  line  of  distinc- 
tion was  to  be  drawn  between  consular 
duties  and  diplomatic  functions.  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  duties  of  a  consul  were 
to  arbitrate  in  such  cases  as  those  between 
captains  of  vessels  and  their  crews.  Now  a 
consul  had  no  power  to  do  any  such  tiling. 
The  principle  tor  which  he  contended  had 
been  admitted  by  nearly  all  the  speakers. 
All  hon.  Members  agreed  that  this  discus- 
sion had  been  of  service.  He  would  not 
trouble  the  House  to  divide. 

Motion  negatived. 

BuRYixa  THE  Dead  in  Towns.]  Mr. 
Mackinnon  said,  in  risin|^  to  bring  forward 
the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
he  trusted  he  should  be  excused  for  the 
few  remarks  he  was  about  to  make  on  a 
subject  of  such  great  importance.  He 
had  been  first  induced  to  bring  it  forward 
in  consequence  of  having  been  appointed 
on  the  select  committee  on  the  health  of 
towns  the  Session  before  last,  when  this 
question  had  incidentally  come  under 
their  consideration,  and  it  then  appeared 
to  him  of  so  much  importaDce  that  he  had 
been  induced  to  give  it  his  best  attention. 
Subsequently  to  that  time  the  City  of 
London  and  a  number  of  individuals  had 
considered  the  subject.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances he  trusted  he  should  not  be 
thought  presumptuous  for  endeavouring 
to  show  to  the  House  the  necessity  of 
some  legislative  measure  to  alter  the  pre- 
vailing custom.  The  more  they  consi- 
dered the  subject  the  greater  would  be 
their  astonishment  that  for  so  many  cen* 
luries  they  had  lived  with  such  a  mau  of 
corruption  amongst  them,  and  had  conti- 
nued to  follow  the  example  of  the  most 
barbarous  nations.  The  object  he  had  in 
view  itas  to  prevent  the  inhumation  of 
individuals  in  large  towns.  How  it  was 
possible  that  such  a  custom  had  been  for 
so  long  a  period  sanctioned  in  this  coun- 
try passed  his  comprehension.  Perhaps 
tlip  llouse  would  be  surprised  when  he 
told  them  that  in  all  the  nations  in  the 
glotx^  a  different  state  of  thin^^s  had  taken 
place.  Amonc^st  the  ancient  Egyptians, — 
[lMtighter\  he  woald  not  long  detain  the 


House — but  the  ancient  Egyptians  had  a 
custom  of  burying  their  dead  out  of  the 
towns ;  the  Greeks  followed  the  same  plan ; 
the  Romans  did  the  same.  In  the  laws  of 
the  twelve  tables  there  was  a  law  that  no 
man  should  be  either  burnt  or  buried  ex- 
cept out  of  the  precincts  of  the  town.  It 
was  impossible  for  any  custom  to  be  to 
obnoxious  and  injurious  to  individuals  as 
this  of  inhumation  in  towns.  The  early 
Christians  used  to  bury  their  dead  in 
towns.  The  first  person  buried  in  a  church 
was  the  Emperor  Constantine.  The  hon. 
Member  opposite  (Mr.  Wakley)  had  al- 
luded to  this  subject  in  a  publication 
with  which  he  was  concerned.  With  the 
permission  of  the  House  he  would  read 
to  them  a  few  extracts  from  the  opinions 
of  two  or  three  medical  men  totally  un- 
connected with  each  other  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  first  that  he  would  read  was 
that  of  Mr.  Jinks.  The  hon.  Member 
read  the  extract  of  the  following  import. 

**  One  of  the  effects  of  this  custom  was,  a 
fetid  and  dreadful  odour,  which  l>ecaroe  most 
pernicious,  and  was  made  still  more  so  by  at- 
mospheric electricity." 

Here  was  what  the  Lancet  said : 

*'  One  William  Green,  in  digging  a  grave  in 
St.  Margaret's  churchyard,  Westminster,  was 
suddenly  taken  with  delirium,  and  in  a  short 
time  he  died." 

There  was  a  variety  of  occurrences 
which  showed  without  any  doubt  that 
inhumation  in  towns  was  very  injurious. 
All  he  could  say  on  the  subject  was,  that 
it  was  a  matter  of  very  grave  importance, 
and  deserving  of  very  deep  consideration. 
Thinking  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to 
guard  against  anything  which  might  be 
injurious  to  the  welfare  of  the  people,  and 
that  it  was  the  province  of  a  Member  of 
that  House  to  bring  such  a  question  for- 
ward, he  had  undertaken  to  do  so,  and  he 
did  it  with  the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  Whether  they  considered 
the  feelings  of  the  body  of  the  clergy,  or 
the  sentiments  of  the  citizens  of  London 
and  of  the  public  at  large,  it  was  their 
bounden  duty  to  give  this  subject  their 
best  attention.  The  hon.  Member  con- 
cluded with  moving  for  a 

'*  Sel«(ct  committee  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  framing  some  Legislative  enactment  (due 
respect  l>eing  paid  to  the  rights  of  the  clergy) 
to  remedy  the  evils  arising  from  the  inter- 
ment of  bodies  within  the  precincts  of  large 
towns,  or  of  places  densely  peopled." 

Dr.  Bowring  seconded  the  motion.    He 
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rejoiced  to  Me  that  in  thii  countrjr  at  lait 
tome  little  attention  was  paid  to  lliii 
■ubjecl,  with  the  view  of  making  the  dead 
aa  liiile  noxioui  to  the  living  aa  powible. 
In  Fraiice,  Spain,  and  other  couiitriet 
^at  BltenlkMi  had  been  paid  to  ihia. 

Mr.  Wakley  wiihed  to  know  if  the  hon. 
Member  intended  that  witneaves  shonid 
be  examined  berore  hii  committee T  Ef  to, 
it  wus  unnecefMry  ihat  nnj  diiwuMiim 
ibould  then  take  place  on  tlie  xiibji'd. 
Many  complainli  had  been  mudc  to  him 
Ihat  (he  charges  made  at  the  cemctric»  for 
buryini;  ti\c  ])O0r  were  ouirai^eont,  and  he 
feartd  that  inileis  caution  were  cxcrcitcd 
in  tondiiciing  the  inquiry,  monopolie* 
mi^ht  be  created  of  a  veij  dangerous  and 
|)crnician«  character.  He  wai  informed 
that  a  poor  {wnon  could  not  tie  burietl  at 
a  le<i«  diarf^  for  the  ground  alone  than 
lOt.  He  hoped  that  this  inbject  would 
be  examincil  mto  before  the  commit  lee. 

Sir  ,/.  Graham  wai  decidedly  of  opinion 
ihat  tlu:  time  had  ariivcd  when  tome 
lrgi«Utive  interference  waa  ahtolulety 
nerr«s.iry  on  (hit  aubjecl  ;  and  the  com- 
fort of  ihc  comiiinnily  and  ihe  feeling  of 
dvci'iii'y  of  civiliied  mindn  reqaired  that 
grvatct  tjMce  khould  be  provided  fur  ilic 
buridl  uf  tite  duad  outiidt-  the  walls  of 
townt.  Thehon.flentleman(Mr.  Wakley] 
fcand  that  thii  inijiiiry  might  lead  tu  the 
etiablithment  of  tome  mnuopoly  on  an 
mactment  being  paiaad  on  that  inquiry, 
Hal,  in  givtBf  ineut  to  tbii  inquiry,  ha 
guarded  himtelf  againit  tanciiooing  any 
Itgitklive  meainre  which  mii;ht  emanate 
from  thit  cnmmiilce.  lie  did  thmk  that 
any  leguLtive  ineiiinre  muit  be  very 
cnri-fully  conddrted  by  (hut  Hoatc;  but, 
on  the  other  h^rid,  he  thought  that  preri- 
ou>  n)i)uirv  wat  the  betl  ground  fur  any 
legitlaiive  nie.tiiire.  Willi  r> -^rd  to  (he 
rontliiuliuti  of  tlie  romrnitiee.  lit;  wai 
ifuiie  inrc  the  hon.  MemU-r  would  take 
every  pouihle  catiiion  wiili  rvapecl  to  the 
namrt  on  that  comnndfe,  and  thai,  in 
rool'uniiity  wiih  the  eiiaUiihed  rule  uf 
the  lloiivf,  he  wuuld  (iva  notice  at'  ilw 
klenilMrnto  lit  pnl  on  ii. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

liii  M*nKJA<,i  I.Aw.J  l><r.)  F.  E/ier- 
hm  ruie  tu  luuve  fi>r  k-^if  |i>  liriug  in  a 
bill  tu  anteMd  an  ait,  t-iitilli^, 

"At.  a>i  lo  nirl.r  r-rlaii.  m  .ruj.,*."^  t  .lid, 
aiiri  rn    iiltrr  tl..    I.i>    «ith    r>  >)>.-.  I  l.>   f.n.,xti 

l<...|jlilr     RHIIIIlfVk,     ■l«l     lilJthuF    die  pivlll' 

txirO  Ueiimul  Adia.i}.~ 
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If  he  were  to  act  under  the  InfliHMi  di 
I  oim  feelinca,  and  whidi  he  JD>)gBd  t* 
he  the  tnclinatiup  of  the  Houae,  he  i*—U 
certainly  cempma  whftt  be  had  to  Mf 
into  ibe  amalleat  pa«ible  eompua.  IfM 
liai)  reaaon  to  liope  that,  aftw  iMving  hid 
the  gittund  for  the  necetntf  tt  mmm 
meuure  tipnn  the  aufaiect,  which  he  wm 
about  lo  mbmit  to  their  contidertiii  if 
hi-  (-ould  hope  that,  having  coavinoad  th« 
IlouM-  that  it  waa  iteceMarr  tat  the  legii 
luture  Itf  lake  aome  stcpa,  ha  mi^  tM 
obtain  iiB  tanction  to  lay  hit  bill  upOK  tha 
Table,  iben  Ite  Hhonld  be  able  to  uiw|iiaea 
liiH  olMcrvationt  into  a  volurae  MiMlIf 
cniiicident  with  the  nature  and  SKleH  m 
the  Db)cct  he  hail  in  view.  Hut  be  hudlf 
expected  to  be  allowed  the  pnvilaM. 
without  aerioua  of^maatioa,  of  lajwc  Hi 
bill  on  the  I'nble  of  the  Houaa.  If,  \m- 
gtead  of  aihlrewtinK  that  Houae  in  ih* 
Sewiun  of  lK-t2,  he  hul  been  doinK  ail 
1H,-IG,  he  Khuuld  have  frit  faimaeir  eaa. 
siderably  relievctl  fnim  the  difEcultf  af 
endeavouring  to  divert  the  atlcntiuo  of 
the  Houw  fur  a  moment  from  ibe  fNililical 
tupica  wliich  at  prewnt  agitaled  the  cawk 
ttut  the  subject  derived  nn  ii 
:Ter  from  )rartv  cnnteala.  "' 
time  tcvcn  yeira  had  paaaed 
Ihn-c  general  election*  had  i 
than  the  average  (|uantitj  of  mitM 
orcr  the  compiMition  oT  that  Hooin,  n4 
it  could  not  he  to  fresh  in  the  n  ~  * 
of  many  of  thnae  he  had  now  the  b 
to  addreM,  that  in  1S35,  a  moat  lapi 
lUtutc  law  bad  been  paiaed  by  that  1 
under  wtroewhat  (Kculiar  etrcaauti 
and  he  might  alw)  aay  of  haste  and  ■ 
of  due  deliberation,  malcrially  i~  " 
portion  of  the  marriage  laws  of  tl 
Ir)-.  The  main  object  nf  that  atatvto  wm 
and  was  ihe  legitiaataMiaa 
of  certain  cl 


an, 


riap^  within  the  pnihibited  degrca  wUA 
had  tuLcn  place,  and  which,  up  to  tiMt 
period,  Here  nut  viiid,  but  voidabU  hv  «■■ 
tcmx  duly  prunouooed  in  the  EoMaiM- 
lical  Court.  In  the  prognaa  ttf  ihM 
nu-aaUTc  an  enactment  was  grafted  tm  H^-m 
huw  it  orifioaiL'd  lie  cuuld  nut  a 
whi<h  extended  further  the  n 


future  marri;iKe*  uf  the  sane  dcaaialjaat 
and  rvudernl  ibcni  n»  longer  roidnfala  hat 
tiiid  aiut  null  aL  imiia.  it  waa  to  Ik* 
pnnpettive  character  uf  that  cwactaMal 
that  lie  now  called  the  attentinn  oT  ifc* 
I  liHinc.  1  le  mu>t  L-ipreM  hia  opiniaK  thaft 
if  it  hwl  been  iii  hut  pinter  to  enter  Ally 
into  ibe  diaruiaiiNi  uf  thai  ataaiM*  ik  |ka 
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time  it  passed,  and  had  he  then  that  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  which  he  had  tinoe 
acquired,  he  did  not  think  that  howererhe 
might  have  concurred  with  those  who 
carried  that  measure  in  the  main  object  of 
it— an  object  which  he  admitted  was  of 
the  greatest  value— the  removing  of  doubts 
as  to  legitimacy,  and  the  prevention  of  li- 
tigation —  yet  he  could  hardly  have 
consented  to  have  that  enactment  with 
a  prospective  clause  grafted  on  it.  The 
inconsistency  of  that  retrospective  con- 
firmation and  annihilation  was  felt  at 
the  time,  and  after  that  prospective 
clause  was  grafted  on  it,  the  bill  was  re- 
sisted almost  to  the  death,  but  when  it 
went  through  the  other  House,  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen who  felt  the  difficulty  were  yet 
persuaded  to  agree  to  the  statute  as  it 
stood ;  but  that  agreement  was  made  on  a 
distinct  understanding,  which  was  implied 
by  all  who  spoke,  and  acknowledgea  by 
most  Members,  that  it  was  in  consequence 
of  the  lateness  of  the  period,  in  August 
1835,  that  they  consented  to  the  bill,  and 
not  on  a  full  and  duo  deliberation  of  all 
the  bearings  of  it,  and  that  something 
like  a  promise  was  held  out,  that  in  an 
early  period  of  the  subsequent  Session  a  due 
reconsideration  should  be  given  to  the 
subject.  Seven  years  had  passed  since, 
and  the  law  still  remained  as  it  was  then 
passed.  He  had  thus  established  the  right 
to  moot  this  question  anew.  Some  raicht 
ask,  was  it  wise  to  move  a  questtoo 
of  this  description,  quUia  movere,  oo  so 
delicate  and  nice  a  matter?  He  woald 
pass  over  the  qtiestion,  whether  he,  who 
was  unaoqnainted  with  the  law,  and 
without  inflaence  in  this  House  ought 
to  brins  this  quettioo  forward ;  for  he 
merely  followed  the  advioe  of  those  who  led 
him  to  assent  to  their  wishes  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  did  not  assume  that  they  should 
pais  the  particular  measure  which  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  but  it  was  neeessary 
that,  from  one  qtiarter  or  another,  the  due 
consideration  of  the  L^islature  should  be 
called  for  and  obtained  on  the  bearings  of 
the  present  marriage  law.  He  need  not  say 
more  to  prove  that  that  law  which  they 
passed  in  1835  did  not  go  forth  to  the 
country  with  that  sanction  that  was  due  to 
a  law  which  was  well  considered,  and  was 
consistent  with  the  praetiees  of  civilised 
Christian  and  Protestant  communities,  and 
that  it  did  not  carry  that  weight  which 
would  mriire  obedience  from  all  but  the 
determined  and  praAi^le  law  breakers. 
He  toM  the  House  tliat  the  statute  had 


subsequently  been  resisted  and  avoided  by 
men  of  a  very  different  complexion  than 
profligates  and  professed  lawbreakers — it 
had  l^en  avoided  to  a  very  large  extent  by 
men  of  all  classes  in  this  country— by  per- 
sons of  educatiim,  and  by  individuals  who 
had  no  other  moral  or  social  taint  than 
that  which  accrued  from  having  taken  ad- 
vantage of  means  for  evading  of  this  law. 
This  fact  was,  in  his  judgment,  alone 
sufficient  to  show  the  necessity  for  now 
making  that  law  effectual  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  had  been  origin- 
ally intended.  From  the  existing  state 
of  the  law  great  domestic  unhappineas 
might  ensue— great  ana  extensive  litigation 
on  questions  of  inheritance  and  the  rights 
of  property  might  occur.  To  prevent 
these  evils  hod  been  the  object  of  the  for. 
mer  enactment  —  it  had  failed,  he  re« 
peated,  to  attain  it,  and  why?  Because 
persons,  thinking  they  were  morally  en- 
titled to  infringe  the  law,  had  resorted  for 
the  purpose  of  effecting  marriages  to  Scot- 
land and  countries  beyond  the  dominions 
of  the  Crown,  and  it  would  be  found  that 
no  two  lawyers  could  agree  as  to  whether 
such  an  evasion  of  the  temu  of  the  act 
could  be  defended  or  not.  Hence,  though 
this  was  a  delicate  subject,  and  one  which 
no  man  could  be  more  anxious  than  him- 
self to  avoid,  still  he  held  it  to  be  neeeasaiy 
that  the  Legislature  or  somebody  of  more 
importance  than  himself  shoold  interfere 
in  the  matter.  He  had  means  before  him 
of  proving  most  distinctly  evaryUiing  Im 
had  yet  stated.  He  had  tbs  opinions  or  the 
most  mninent  counsel  on  the  question,  and 
he  could  show  ftirthei^-*but  would  not  at 
that  hour  fatigue  the  House  bf  doins  so— 
that  lawyers  of  eminence  were  dauy  and 
hourly  consulted  as  to  the  means  by  which 
the  existing  law  could  be  evaded.  Btit,  let 
it  be  remembered,  that  the  acdidtors  of 
London  and  elsewhere,  in  a  numerous 
body*  had,  upon  the  occasion  when  the  sub- 
ject had  been  brought  forward  in  another 
place,  petitioned,  not  indeed  for  the  bill  he 
now  scmght  to  introduce,  but  petitioned  for 
die  purpose  of  setting  forth  to  the  Legisla- 
ture Che  difficulties  which  existed,  and  the 
necessity  for  some  remedy.  He  understood 
that  these  petitioners  had  been  spoken  of 
without  much  deference  to  the  in^lortance 
of  their  opinions.  Now,  on  such  a  subject 
he  paid  considerable  deference  to  thdr 
optnionii  because  their  professional  inter- 
ests naturally  had  a  tendency  to  bias  them 
the  other  way.  The  solicitors  were  better 
acquainted  with   the  stream  of  lifii  than 
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other  men— they  were  the  "  archivistt "  of 
families,  and,  as  he  might  say,  the  confes- 
iiors  of  private  life  ;  and  he  was  the  more 
disposed  to  think  well  of  their  opinions, 
because  in  the  fsce  of  their  professional  in- 
terests they  had  no  petti.fofQ^ng  views. 
They  acted  on  the  reverse  principle  of  that 
mentioned  in  the  story  of  two  fox-hunters, 
who  had  fallen  into  a  quarry  ;  the  one  was 
desirous  to  call  out,  to  warn  the  rest  of  the 
field;  the  other  exclaimed,  "Hold  your 
tongU(\  wait ;  the  pit  will  be  full  pre- 
scntly  !"  Now,  he  could  understand,  why, 
if  these  petitioners  had  looked  at  the  ques- 
tion in  a  iiettifoggiiur  point  of  view,  they 
would  have  adoptedTOie  principle  laid  down 
in  this  narrative.  They  would  have  said, 
"  We  are  laying  the  seeds  of  litiga- 
tion—we shall  reap  a  rich  harvest — we 
shall  have  plenty  of  law  suits  which  will 
bring  grist  to  the  mill.'*  Now,  that  harvest 
lie  wished  to  prevent.  The  hill  he  desired 
to  present  was  one  which  «as  nearly  iden- 
tical with  that  brought  forward  in  another 
place  last  year,  by  a  noble  I»rd  now  high 
in  the  service  of  her  Majesty's  Government, 
and,  without  going  into  particulars,  he 
would  confine  himself  to  the  point  on 
which  the  principal  discussion  hail  taken 
place  elsewhere,  and  which,  he  anticipated, 
would  engage  the  attention — perhaps,  the 
oppoaitioo,  of  some  hon.  Gentlemen  in  this 
House.  Up  thought  it  his  duty  at  once 
to  state,  that  the  bill  he  proposed  to  in- 
troduce would  enable  a  wiaower  to  marry 
the  sister  of  his  deceased  wife.  This  was 
a  very  important,  and,  with  great  defer- 
ence to  the  opinions  which  ini»ht  be  enter- 
tained both  in  that  llouw  and  elsewhere, 
was  to  be  ronsidere<l  in  a  twofold  |ioint  of  \ 
view ; — first,  in  a  rrligious  |M»int  of  view ; 
and,  secondly,  the  si  rial  expe<lieiicy  iif  its 
mnseqiiences  on  this  !tid«*  of  the  grave. 
With  reipei't  to  the  iir«t  |ioint  of  view,  and 
tlie  obligation  to  Imik  at  it  in  a  religious 
light,  he  was  sure  it  was  only  t(M»  obrious 
to  the  House,  that  he  felt  lie  inii«t  tread 
lightlv  on  such  hacrrd  ground,  in  ^^uch  an 
asNembly  as  the  prp«ienl.  lie  wmild  en- 
deavour to  show,  however,  that  he  had  not 
taken  up  this  matter  on  light  roONidcra- 
tion«;  and  he  lielievnl  the  1 1  on  •<•  would 
give  him  credit  when  In*  Mid.  that  if,  on  ' 
iiMiking  at  the  subject,  lie  had  nniHideml 
he  waft  impeded  by  the  revealetl  woni  of 
(■od.  uhicn  all  sliould  rrrrrviirc.  he  would 
III  it  now  stand  forwanl,  and  tnaible  the 
HiNiM*  on  tlii^  i|iitMion.  He  Oitmld, 
therefort*.  itNiliiM*  liim«*If  a*  niiirh  a*  |mis- 
sible,  within  Mich  limits  as  wouhl  sutlire  to 


show  that  he  had  devoted  audi  attentioa  la 
the  subject,  as  its  magnitude  required,  aad 
as  was  due  to  the  House.  With  leepect  !• 
the  objections  which  had  been  OMsd  t» 
the  measure  he  was  advocatinff,  be  bdieied 
that  they  had  been  derived  prindpallr 
from  that  portion  of  Scrintore  centMBed 
in  the  Old  Testament,  which  was  oJled 
^*  Leviticus."  He  should  omit,  however^ 
entering  upon  that  very  difficult  and  ab- 
stract question.  But  he  might  state,  thnt 
his  own  conviction  was,  that  there  wrn  no 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  Scriptore*  tint 
there  was  anything  which  enjoined  hia  tm 
consider,  that  that  part  of  aacred  writ  wm 
binding  on  a  Christian  Legislature ;  ami 
he  would  only  then  add,  that  he  alioay 
ultimately,  with  all  the  diffidence  aal 
deference  which  ought  to  be  employed  hf 
any  one  who  was  dealing  with  each  a  aub- 
ject,  lie  prepared,  if  necesnry.  to  defcad 
the  course  he  was  pursuing,  aiid,  tbcnfan, 
he  trusted,  that  the  House  would  paidJaa 
him,  if  at  present  he  passed  lightlr,  aa  ha 
wished  to  pass  over,  this  part  of  this  ia- 
portant  question.  He  would  not  enter  at 
present  into  the  question  of  the  praetioe  at 
Protestant  as  compared  to  Roman  CathaKe 
countries  in  this  respect ;  but  ha  waa 
aware,  that  it  had  ever  been  ui 
that  the  dispensing  power  of  the  Pope 
extended  to  sanction  anything  whioi  vaa 
obviously  and  avowedir  in  oppoaitian  ta 
the  wort]  of  (vnd,  and  they  all  knew,  that 
these  marriages  had  been  alknaad  ia 
l*atliolic  countries.  However*  hahada* 
reason  to  suppose,  that  any  oppaaMaa 
which  he  might  have  to  expect  to  thia 
measure  was  founded  on  this  gnNmd«ar 
that  it  was  suppoM*<l  by  those  who  waaa 
adverse  to  a  change  in  the  pieaent  law, 
that  there  was  any  thing  insuperable  ia  tha 
law  of  (■«!,  that  should  prevent  iba 
ther  progress  of  this  measure.  Indi! 
doubtless,  might  have  come  to  thia 
sion,  but  he  meant  to  «ay,  that  it 
a  conclusion  which  had  been  breoffat 
ward  ill  those  quarters  in  which,  it  It 
Iwen  brought  forward,  be  aheuld 
(x*rtainly  have  maintained  a  proftmad 
reverential  silence.  Passing,  tl 
tlii^  part  of  the  subject,  be  came 
que«itii»n  of  espe«liency,  and  the 
qiiences  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  What 
striif-k  him  was,  that  there  was  nothiay  ta 
be  de«luced  from  a  balance  of  probahQitiaa 
in  re^fiert  to  this  qiK*stion  which  enthM 
the  lA*f;i«tIature  to  interfere  with  tha 
chf  Nce  which  every  one  of  mature  a§B^ 
of  the  prudence  which  every 
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exercise  on  m  matter  affecting;  the  happiness 
of  his  whole  future  life.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
might  come  to  a  different  conclusion,  but 
his  own  opinion  wa8,  that  the  balance  of 
probability  was  in  favour  of  his  proposal ; 
this,  however,  he  must  be  allowed  to  say, 
was  far  more  than  he  was  called  upon  to 
prove.  It  was  supposed  by  many,  that 
the  permission  to  marry  the  sister  of  a 
deceased  wife  would  interfere  with  the 
friendly  and  familiar  intercourse  which  at 
present  took  place  between  the  hus- 
band and  the  sister-in-law.  He  al- 
lowed, that  it  was  difficult  to  divine  con- 
sequences. He  admitted,  that  some  moral 
monster  might  be  induced  to  seduce  his 
wife's  sbter,  having  first  found  from  his 
aolicttor,  that  he  could  marry  her  after  his 
wife's  death.  On  the  other  hand  some 
wives  might  be  so  jealous  of  civilities  shown 
to  a  sister  as  to  cause  the  peace  of  families 
to  be  disturbed.  But  it  appeared  to  bim  to 
be  very  difficult  to  secure  the  peace  of  fami- 
lies so  constituted  by  legislative  enactments. 
He  could  not  think  that  the  object  was  a  fit 
one  for  a  legislature  to  endeavour  to  effect. 
Again  it  was  supposed,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  his  measure  would  tend  to  diminish 
that  personal  sanctity  which  ought  to  ap- 
pertain to  the  sister  of  a  wife  in  the  eyes  of 
the  husband — that  it  would  tend  to  in- 
fringe and  diminish  that  intangibility 
which  now  surrounded  the  sister  of  a 
wife;  it  appeared  to  him,  however,  that 
this  fieeling  of  sanctity  environing  the 
siftter-in-law  arose  from  something  very 
different  from  anv  statute  that  had  been 
introduced  into  this  country.  Undoubt- 
edly there  were  degrees  and  shades  ofj 
moral  turptitude  in  every  class  of  immonil 
transactions;  there  were  degrees  even  in 
the  atrocious  crime  of  adultery ;  but  the 
considerations  respecting  this  matter 
rested,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  on  matters 
totally  different  from  any  statute;  and 
though  be  was  not  disposed  to  say,  that 
against  those  additional  shades  of  guilt  it 
was  not  advisable  to  enact  punishments  by 
penal  statutes,  which  we  did  not,  be  it  re- 
marked, do  at  present,  yet  to  his  mind  it  was 
not  possible  to  trace  the  superior  personal 
sanctity  which  environed  a  sister-in-law  to 
the  operation  of  any  law  whatever.  But, 
again,  it  was  objected,  that  his  measure 
would  ouerate  un&vourably  with  respect 
to  the  degree  of  intercourse  between  the 
sister  and  the  person  who  was  the  husband 
of  the  deceased  sister,  and  the  father  of 
her  children,  which  it  might  intniduce  or 
lead  to.  But  at  present  he  was  not  sure, 
VOL.  LXI.    {J^l 


that  it  was  very  easy  to  conduct  that 
very  ^miliar  intercourse  which  was  sup- 
posed by  those  who  made  this  objection. 
But  put  the  case,  that  the  parties  were 
allowed  to  marry ;  it  would  not  surely  be 
thought,  that  those  who  did  not  marry 
had  any  very  questionable  attachment  for 
one  another.  These  were  some  of  the 
objections  which  were  made  sometimes  on 
one  side,  uod  sometimes  on  another.  But 
when  on  a  subject  so  sacred,  he  thought, 
that  those  who  objected  were  bound  to 
make  out  a  case  of  social  expedicucy  to  a 
very  great  amount  before  they  were  en- 
titled to  make  their^objections.  He  had 
said,  that  this  stattne  was  evaded  to  a 
I'ery  considerable  extent,  and  that  its 
enactments  were  not  treated  with  that  de- 
ference with  which  the  near  relationship 
of  affinity  and  consanguinity  was  treated 
by  all  but  criminals;  still  it  was  very 
difficult  to  come  at  the  statistics  of  this 
matter,  and  for  this  reason,  that  however 
unjust  the  law  might  be  considered  by 
the  parties,  they  might  and  often  did 
feel  that  the  existence  of  the  law  caused  a 
slur  on  their  characters  which  they  were 
unwilling  to  exhibit  before  the  public,  and 
hence  it  was,  that  any  one  who  had 
contracted,  or  wished  to  contract,  a 
marriage  of  this  sort  might  be  ex- 
pected to  be  very  unwilling  to  have  his 
name  and  case  brought  forward.  With 
respect  to  the  extent  to  which  the  law 
haci  been  evaded,  he  might  mention,  that 
he  believed  that,  since  1835,  in  Manches- 
ter alone,  about  ninety^ne  cases  of  evasion 
of  it  had  been  ascertained  to  have  occur- 
red, and  it  was  supposed,  that  four  or  five 
times  as  many  haa  taken  place.  He  was 
afraid  that  the  law  was  much  more  likely 
to  be  evaded  among  the  lower  classes  than 
among  the  higher ;  for  he  considered,  that 
it  was  very  difficult  for  persons  of  inferior 
education  to  draw  the  line  between  the 
moral  and  practical  eff*ect  of  the  statute  of 
1835.  They  were  bound  also  to  consider 
in  dealing  with  such  a  subject  bow  far 
they  were  interfering  with  the  liberty  of 
the  subject.  But  it  was  not  an  easy  matter 
to  put  ourselves  in  the  position  of  others. 
There  was  one  argument,  which  was  used 
by  Bishop  Jewel,  and  used,  too,  by  him  as 
a  topic  of  consolation  to  a  friend  who  had 
consulted  him  under  circumstances  similar 
to  those  they  were  now  contemplating, 
which  had  been  since  used  as  an  argument 
addresseil  to  the  subject  in  general ;  and 
thinking  as  he  did  upon  the  subject,  he 
must  say  he  was  glad  that  the  opponents 
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of  his  opinion  could  not  find  any  stronger 
wca|M)n  of  argument  with  reference  to  that 
|Kirt  of  the  Bubject  that  bore  upon  the 
quest  ion  of  cxf)ediency  in  defence  of 
thi'ir  viovrs.  The  words  of  Bisliop  .Icwel, 
addressed,  m  he  had  said,  to  one  wlio  had 
applieil  to  him  for  advice  and  consola- 
tion under  such  circumstuucet  as  these 
were, — 

'*  ItiG  world  is  wide,  and  there  nrc  other 
wdtnpn  from  whom  you  may  choose  your 
wife." 

Now  much  the  same  was  said  to  our  first 
parents,  when,  "with  wandering  steps  and 
blow,"  they  liegan  their  walk  from  l^ara* 
diMf,  '*  The  world  was  all  before  them." 
But  was  that  a  cons(»latiou  to  them,  when 
looking  Uat'k  they  saw  the  sword  of  the 
avenging  angel  flahhing  over  the  walls 
which  they  had  left  ?  No ;  they  wifre  {my- 
iug  the  fruit  of  their  disolMMlicnce,  fore- 
warned, SkH  they  had  been,  of  the  cimse. 
quenceh  that  would  follow  their  neglect 
of  that  direct  and  positive  mandate,  'liiere 
the  void*  of  Ileav<*n  had  ham  expn*s«efl ; 
but  in  this  case  the  voice  of  Heaven  was 
iiiient,  and  that  of  man  hail  beiMi  given 
with  a  h(*tiitation  and  ct>nfuKion  of  utter- 
anri*  that  deprived  it  of  itft  due  authority. 
Here  t«io,  iK'rIiaps,  *'some  natural  tears 
they  shed ;"  but  who  could  Kay  whut 
change  c»f  ticeoe  and  lapse  of  time  could 
mitigati*  the  regreta  ot  one  who  would 
very  pmliably  be  at  that  age  when  |ia*iHion. 
to  Uhe  the  words  of  Uurke,  hail  hwt  half 
its  gnisftuffts,  but  not  all  its  power,  aiMt 
who  might  |>erha|js  feel  thoM*  affect imis 
which  hail  been  extinguihhed  fur  the  uio- 
ment  by  a  crushing  domc^tir  calamity, 
rvvii'cand  reci»ver  towanls  a  |tersiin  whom 
hu  might  i*on»ider  their  legitimate  i»bject, 
and  if  M*,  aa  laring  worthy  of  his  warmcht 
devotiim.  C'nme  lietweeu  that  iierMiu  and 
that  iibjcct  if  ytm  would,  anil  blast  hii 
ho|M-ft,  but  kpare  at  leaiit  >our  culil  and 
iuiulting  ci»nN»latiou.  Pn*ai*li  ti*  hmi  ; 
rcaMMi  with  him  :  tbrcateu  him,  if  v(»ii 
Hould  ;  tvil  him  of  Ha»il,  of  |)i(Nhiruii. 
and  tif  CuuuciU  nf  IlliU-nft;  but  dn  iii»t 
tell  him  ih4t  tl»c  wuHd  is  «idc  bi-f«in*  him, 
and  that  then*  are  other  wimicn  fur  hi<i 
wit'f  and  fur  the  MvpniotlKT  of  hi*  children. 
Ill-  luigt.t  Uiw  to  tlie  dictaiitin,  tlmu^h 
that  wak  d«iubtful  ;  he  might  »ubniil  u* 
tlie  law,  U*i'aUM.*  he  felt  the  expediency  nf 
S4»  duiu^  ;  tint,  at  leant,  Mich  i»d  ami  niite 
ii"*  that  Would  only  fester  in  the  uountl. 
Til  Imtk  at  the  CAM*  a^  tar  as  re^anhtl  ibf 
ferliug^  uf  a  wife.     A  wife  might  desire  tu 


can  of  Imt 


sister.     Surely,  it  was  a  grwt  iMpoui- 
bility  in  the  law  to  inteiwe  heiy 
man  and  such  iojunctioos  of  a  wifei 
repeated  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
that  his  views  on  the  subject  wera 
cicut  to  warrant  the  particular 
to  which  he  hud  come,  but  lie  did  Ihiok 
he  was  justified  in  saying  that  thit  wm 
a   more   than   hasty   law  requiring    aad 
calling  for  the  most  careful  oonsidcniioBs 
and  one  which  ought  not  to  have  haiB 
legislateil  u)M»n  as  it  was  in  1835.  thoagh 
at  that  time  the  confession  was  made  tint 
legislation  was  not  lasting  and  perpctiuL 
lie  trusted  that  he  had,  however,  nadc 
out  such  a  case  as  wmdd  induce  the  Hooae 
to  entertain  the  subject  in  all  its  hearinga. 
lie  should  not  think  it  his  duty  toe»Ur 
into  the  history  of  the  laws  by  vhidi 
these  prohibitions  were  created.     It  wan 
well  known  that  up  to  1835  Uioee  prehihi- 
tions  rested  only  on  the  canons  df  1601^ 
Archbishop  Parker's  pnJiibited 
There    had     bt'en     no  subsequent 
or    enactment    of    the    sort    until    the 
sei'ond    enactment    of    the    statute    at 
1S3.>.     hy  the  bill   which   lie 
he  removed  the  effect  of  that  statute, 
ilia  schiilule    he    would    set    fortll    the 
degre<*s  of  ci»niangninity  and  lineal  aftulj 
to  which  the  prohibition  would  applv.  He 
should  pru|NMe  to  make  the  prohibiCieM  an 
distinct  as  possible  ;  and,  upnn  the  wholes 
he  did  iii»t  think  that  by  the  meaaare  he 
should   run   the  risk  of    weakening  the 
moral  sanctity  of  marriagep  which  it  VM 
now  feareil  would  attend  an  alteration  of 
the  law.     lie  ronsiiU reft  tliat   by  deelittg 
tiut  strii-t  justice  they  would  not  imymr 
the  strength  of  that  which  in  thia  OOHM- 
try  they  all  desired  to  maintain,  lNlt««B 
the  I'tintrary,  materially  aid  and  sunnit 
it.     He  had  hardly  mentioned  the  meject 
of  the  ktate  of  the  Um  in  foreign  couutriao 
witli  regard   to  this  subject.     It 
fn>m  which  the  sunp«irter»  of  the 
law  couhl  derive  little  asaiatanoe. 
niiiHt    C'hri^ttiau   iiinimuuities  uf 
tlicM*  marriages  were  allowed  under 
n'strictiuus.     The^e   restrictiooa* 
I'rtitcstant  Mates  of  (lermany,  weieduelf 
ilirectfd    agjiu-t    tite  crime  of   previoae 
ailultery,  and  in  some  instances  the  J  b* 
vested   the    stivereign   with  a  power  at 
di«|K'n!<itiiin    similar    to    that    which    hi 
Koman  (athnlic  countries  lay  in  the  Pope. 
The  iimiuion  mnsent  of  other  Proteatoat 
(  hriMiuo  ciini»trir%  in  favuur  uf  allowii^ 
tlN-M*  marriage^  reudercd  it  to  hiai 
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gurpriiing  that  they  should  have  been  to 
long  prohibited  here.  Whatever  his  own 
views,  however,  might  be  of  the  kind  of 
legislation  that  ought  to  be  adopted  on  the 
subject,  bo  left  the  case  in  the  hands  of 
the  House,  satisfied  that  the  interests  of 
individuals  would  pass  out  of  them  safe 
and  uninjured.  The  noble  Lord  concluded 
by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill. 

Sir  R*  IL  Inglis  said,  regretting,  as  he 
did,  that  a  bill  on  such  a  subject  should 
have  been  introduced  at  all*  he  doubly 
regreted  that  it  should  have  been  brought 
forward  by  one  who,  to  say  nothing  of  nis 
acquirements  and  station,  brought  to  the 
House  a  character  that  added  a  double 
weight  to  what  he  believed  to  be  an  evil. 
On  til  is  account,  he  regreted  that  the 
noble  Lord  should  have  been  the  leader  in 
bringing  it  forward.  The  noble  Lonl  and 
the  House,  hoivever,  would  understand 
tJiat  he  was  disposed  to  treat  with  respect 
everything  that  fell  from  the  noble  Lord, 
and  he  would  imitate  the  calmness  and 
abaence  of  party  feeling  with  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  brought  the  subject  for- 
ward. The  noble  Lord  said,  be  had  placed 
the  question  on  its  true  grounds  the  re- 
vealed word  of  God,  but  the  noble  Loni 
said  he  did  not  find  in  the  revealed 
word  of  God,  anything  contrary  to  the 
measure  he  now  proposed  to  introduce. 
He  would  not  enter  into  the  theological 
part  of  the  question,  because  he  did  not 
think  that  House  a  fit  place  for  such  dis- 
cussions, and  still  less  when  ihey  went 
into  matters  of  detail  upon  them.  Though 
he  followed  the  example  of  the  noble  Lord, 
however,  as  regarded  the  mode  of  treating 
that  part  of  the  subject,  he  did  not  agree 
with  the  noble  Lord,  conceiving*  as  be  did, 
that  the  law  of  God  did  prohibit  that  which 
the  noble  Lord  sought  to  legalize.  It  would 
be  sufficient  for  him  to  state  what  the  noble 
Lord  had  not  denied,  and  what,  he  believed, 
was  undeniable,  that  the  concurrent  testi- 
mony of  the  universal  Christian  Church 
distinctly  showed  that  the  marriages  which 
the  noble  Lord  sought  to  sanctify,  were 
by  the  church  not  sanctioned.  Such  mar- 
nages  might  or  might  not  be  contrary  to 
Scripture— they  might  or  might  not  be 
contrary  to  the  revealed  will  of  God — but, 
certainly,  the  universal  church,  for  fifteen 
centuries*  deckured  them  to  be  contrary  to 
her  tenets.  Ilie  noble  Lord  had  referred 
to  the  Council  of  Illiberis.  Without  en- 
tering into  details  regarding  any  decisions 
of  tliat  council,  he  would  simply  repeat 
the   proposition,  that  in   no  inetance  in 


church  antiquitjr  would  the  noble  Lord 
find  these  marriages  to  have  been  sanc- 
tified. But  it  was  not  necessary,  for  the 
purpose  of  his  argument,  to  rest  either  on 
the  revealed  will  of  God,  or  on  the  practice 
of  the  church.  He  believed  there  were 
reasons  in  the  circumstances  of  the  time 
fully  sufficient  to  render  such  a  measure 
as  this  a  very  improper  one  to  be  enter- 
tained, and  it  was,  for  practical,  political, 
and  general  reasons,  that  he  felt  bound 
especially  to  offer  the  bill  every  opposition 
in  his  power.  The  noble  Lord  had  stated 
some  cases  of  seeming  hardship  to  indi- 
viduals. He  had  referred  to  the  case  of  a 
person  bereaved  of  hit  wife,  who  in  her 
dying  moments  consigned  their  children 
to  the  care  of  her  own  sister,  and  enjoined 
her  husband  to  make  that  sister  his  law- 
ful wife.  He  would  not  deny  that  such 
cases  existed,  not  perhaps  in  great  num- 
bers, but  not  certainly  to  as  great  an  ex- 
tent as  the  noble  Lord  had  represented ; 
but  even  making  this  admission,  what  was 
the  state  of  the  case  P  Why  it  would  be 
found  that  for  every  solitary  instance 
in  which  the  present  law  pressed  heavily, 
there  would  be  nine-and -forty  others  in 
which  its  alteration  would  be  destructive 
to  domestic  peace;  for  were  the  noble 
Lord's  proposition  agreed  to,  husbands 
would  be  in  a  great  measure  deprived  of 
the  assistance  of  those  who,  next  to  their 
own  wives,  were  the  best  assistants  in  the 
care  and  nurture  of  their  children.  He 
believed  that  at  present  there  was  ouly 
one  case  on  record  in  our  courts  of  kw,  in 
which  an  unlawful  intercourse  was  even 
atleeed  to  have  taken  place  between  a  hus- 
band and  bis  wife's  sister.  What  was  this 
owing  to  ?  Solely  because,  under  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  law,  husbands  considered 
their  wives's  sisters  to  stand  in  the  same 
relation  to  them  as  their  own  sisters. 
["  OA."]  He  earnestly  hoped  that  denial 
was  not  intended  to  imply  that  there  was 
any  one  in  that  House  or  in  the  country 
who  looked  on  the  relationship  in  any  other 
point  of  view.  He  emphatically  repeated 
that  he  did  believe  the  sentiment  prevailed, 
and  he  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  sup- 
pose that  it  was  otherwise.  But  looking  at 
the  measure  in  another  point  of  view,  he 
could  not  but  hold  that,  even  limiting  it 
to  one  single  consideration  specified  by  his 
noble  Friend,  he  should  yet  find  in  that 
one  consideration  a  specific  ground  for  op- 
loosing  the  measure.  It  had  always  been 
liis  habit  when  he  saw  a  measure  which 
was  objectionable  either  in  a  parliamentary 
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or  a  moral  sense,  to  consider  liimself  bound 
either  to  affirm  the  principle,  or  to  reject 
it.  Even,  thiTcfore,  limiting  his  view  of 
the  present  measure  to  one  solitary  circum* 
Btanci*.  he  should  feel  bound  to  vote  for  its 
nje<'tion.  The  noble  Lord  did  not  confine 
bin  measure  to  marriages  with  a  deceased 
M'ife'ti  sister,  but  he  proposed  to  annex  a 
M'hedule  uhich  wuulu  open  the  ground  to 
further  alteration.  At  least  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  wmild  tromc  to  the 
same  thing.  Whatever  was  not  included 
would  lie  so  much  withdrawn  from  what 
was  allowed  by  the  Church  of  England, 
and  bv  other  Christian  churches.  His 
noble  Friend  said  the  %'oicc  of  Heaten  was 
silent,  and  that  the  voice  of  man  was  in 
favour  of  this  measure;  and  he  had  re- 
ferreil  to  what  had  occurred  in  the  House 
on  this  subject  some  years  ago.  Now, 
what  security  would  they  have  if  they 
consented  to  this  bill,  that  seven  years 
hence  another  new  measure  on  the  subji^ct 
would  not  be  proposed,  suggesting  new 
amendments  in  audition  to  those  to  be 
effected  by  tlie  present  schedule.''  lie  said 
that  it  was  nif«t  undesirable  that  they 
should  open  the  door  to  such  an  occur- 
rence. This  was  not  a  subject  of  an  ex- 
citing nature — it  was  not  a  subject  so  free 
from  all  delicacy  and  difficulty  that  it  was 
desirable  for  the  House  t4>  be  continually 
culled  on  to  legislate  upon  it.  He  felt, 
therefore,  that  there  was  sullicient  in  the 
announcement  of  this  measure  to  induce 
him  to  take  the  sentie  of  tlie  House  as  to 
whether  they  should  outsider  it  at  all,  and, 
without  wearying  them  any  further,  he 
did^o|M;  that  they  would  put  a  stop  t<» 
huch  bills  by  at  (»n(*e  rejecting  the  noble 
l^ord's  pn)|M>sition. 

Mr.  A/.  Milnrs  regret te<l  the  intention 
expresvNl  by  the  right  hou.  l^aronet  «« ho 
had  just  sat  down,  not  because  he  at  :ill 
obje<'ted  to  his  taking  the  M'nse  of  the 
HouM*  on  an  amendment  which  he  mi<'ht 
consider  |M'rfec*lly  right  and  jo<it,  but  U* 
caUM*  he  coiistdereil  thin  to  lie  one  of  tlnKie 
peculiar  ca-vs  in  whit  h  they  might  take  the 
principle  t»f   the  measurr    hi»nie  to    their 
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tholic  Church  had  entirely  prakibittd 
riages  of  this  description.  He  knew  IIm 
canon  law,  and  he  knew,  that  tkat  hv 
provided  a  dispensation  in  certain  cMai. 
That  our  Established  Church  should  aehd 
any  one  i^iint  of  that  caooo  law— for  that 
law  matle  distinctions  eten  io  caaes  af 
second  cousins,  which  our  Church  had  aal 
adopted — that  the  Church  of  Kagtand 
should  fix  on  that  one  point,  and  citabliah 
an  arbitrary  limit  without  giving  aaj 
power  of  dispensation,  cither  civil  or  cede* 
siastical,  was,  he  was  sorry  to  saj,  a  gieaC 
tyranny,  and  one  which  he  felt  oonnncsd 
thut  the  true  principles  of  the  Church  af 
England  did  not  sanction.  He  repeated* 
that  he  thought  tlic  question  a  dificuh 
one,  and  he  might  add,  that  he  could  Bat 
at  present  say  to  what  conclusion  he  Uas* 
S4*lf  would  oome  upon  it ;  but  he  did 
think,  that  in  decidmg  it  they  ought  aaC 
to  consider  their  own  feelings,  or  that  of 
their  class.  No  doubt  among  aame  of  iha 
up|ier  classes  such  a  change  as  that 
loosed  might  be  highly  inconvenient 
disagreeable ;  but  they  should  look 
—they  shouM  l<M»k  at  the  feelings  of  tha 
farmers  in  the  rural  districts,  and  at  tha 
opinions  of  the  operatii'es  io  the  lain 
manufacturing  towns ;  and  if  tber  feua!^ 
that  these  favouretl  a  measure  of  tkiit  wtU 
they  should,  he  thought,  ^ve  it  thair 
grave  c*onsideration,  and  amve  at  a 
elusion  upon  it  without  reference  to 
own  feelings.  If  they  found  that 
ion  was  opposed  to  a  change,  why,  thca  let 
them  pause ;  but  do  not  let  than  lejact 
the  measure  until  they  bad  oNisiderBd  tha 
subject  largely  and  substantially, 
reganliMl  the  welfare  and  doneatic 
of  the  homes  of  a  large  class  of  the 
of  England.  lie  huyied,  that|no  such 
mary  deci>ion  as  the  hon.  Baronet,  tha 
Memlier  for  the  I'niversity  of  Osfbrf, 
u  ished  for  woulil  be  come  to  by  the  Ht 
lie«*aui»e  he  did  not  bi*lieve  that  any 
WAS  rcMjutred  either  by  adertioa  la  tha 
Church  or  loyalty  to  the  State. 

Mr   si.  J.  a.  iiope  concurred  with  tha 
hon.  Itaronet.  the  Member  for  Oxford,  la 


thoni^hti  and  feelings,  and  giie  it  e%ery  I  hi^  determination  to  take  the  sease  of  tha 
eoiiiideration  with  gre-t  ailv:int.i'*e  t<« '  lloiisenn  thepn'^entu'casion.  itehadhaaiJ 
themM'lves  ami  to  thuae  for  whom  they  Mitii  gn-at  re^rit  the  n<*hle  Lord  paaen* 
legislated.  He  fell,  that  thisf|ue!ition  was  rising  many  individuals  an  moral  mea  wSaw 
a  very  imp(»rtant  and  a  very  diltii-ult  one, 
br40t-hing  itut  into  more  riimifirationH  than 


ri'king  many  individuals  an  moral 
ai  iiirdini;  to  hi^  «iwn  showing,  had  withia 
the  last  v*ten  y«ars  transgresaed  the  law 
Uith  i»f  the  <  iiurrh  and  the  State.     Ha 

ONirse 


the  right  bun.  liariHiet  »upiHiM*il.  and  that    ImiIM  i»i   ine  \  nurrn  ami 
it  wa'k  also  a  i|Urstiiin  onwhirh  tlir)  oui^hi  |  thuught    the    most    kind 
maturely    to    deliherate.       He    di^agreeil  I  thuM*  individuals  unuhl  have  beea  to 
with  the  o|Nuiou  that  the  univerial  t  a- •  orrr  their  nmducl  in  silence.     Tha 
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Lord  considered  that  tliis  Question  might 
be  regarded  both  in  a  religious  and  social 
point  of  view.  The  religious  part  of  the 
question  he  had  passed  over  without  many 
remarks ;  but  he  could  not  help  expressing 
his  regret,  thut  such  a  holy  institution  was 
to  be  invaded  on  reasons  so  unsatisfactory. 
The  second  point  urged  by  the  noble  Lord 
was  the  soaal  influence  of  the  enactment 
If  a  man  married  his  wife's  sister,  she 
would  be  cither  a  good  or  bad  stepmother. 
If  I  he  aunt  was  willing  to  take  care  of  the 
children  in  such  a  case,  why  not  let  her 
do  so  instead  of  becoming  the  parent  of 
other  children  who  would  be  their  rivals 
in  affection.  He  was  quite  convinced,  that 
the  new  law  would  be  quite  inadequate  to 
carry  out  its  own  provisions.  There  was 
another  serious  objection  to  the  proposed 
alteration,  which  had  not  yet  been  noticed 
— namely,  the  anomalous  position  in  which 
it  would  place  the  clergy.  If  this  bill 
should  become  the  law  of  the  land,  there 
would  be  the  law  of  the  Church  and  its 
table  of  decrees,  as  set  forth  by  Archbishop 
Parker,  and  the  schedule  of  the  noble 
Lord ;  for  the  Act  of  Parliament  certainly 
could  not  rcfieal  those  canons  without  even 
mentioning  them.  He  called  upon  the 
House  not  to  precipitate  a  measure  that 
would  involve  the  Church  in  peril  and 
danger,  and  add  to  the  diflicultics  already 
sustained  by  that  meritorious  class  the 
clergy  of  the  Church  of  England.  He 
feared  if  this  measure  were  ac^ed  to,  it 
would  be  only  regarded  as  an  instalment 
of  some  greater  measure.  In  the  next  se- 
ven years,  perhaps,  a  bill  would  be  intn>- 
duced  to  legalise  the  marriages  of  uncles 
and  nieces,  to  be  succeeded  bv  one  to  le- 
galise  the  marriages  of  brothers  and  sisters. 
[*'  Oht  oh."]  That  might  be  rather  extrava- 
gant, but  still  it  was  right  in  a  case  like 
this  to  take  an  extreme  case  to  show  the  pe- 
ril of  opening  this  question.  If  it  were  once 
opened,  it  was  impossible  to  say  where  they 
should  stop,  or,  however  they  might  desire 
it,  how  they  could  retrace  their  steps. 

*  Facilis  descensus  Averni ; 
Sed  revocare  gradum,  superasque  evadere 

ad  auras. 
Hoc  opos,  hie  labor  est.** 

Mr.  C.  BmUo"  regretted,  that  a  subject 
of  this  grare  nature  had  not  been  brought 
on  at  a  time  when  the  House  was  more 
disfMised  to  discuas  it  as  it  deserved.  He 
wished,  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Oxford 
had  been  disposed  to  postpone  his  opposi- 
tioD  to  .the  bill  to  a  later  period*    He 


wished  Gentlemen  would  really  cookider 
the  importance  of  ffiving  due  consideration 
to  this  subject.  It  was  really  one  of  the 
most  difficult,  and,  in  its  various  relations, 
one  of  the  most  important  questions  that 
could  be  brought  forward.  It  should  be 
remembered,  that  it  was  no  idle  vote  they 
were  about  to  give.  It  might  either  dash 
for  ever  the  hopes  of  many  persons  who 
were  looking,  with  intense  anxiety,  to  the 
passing  of  this  bill ;  or  if  they  gave  a  rash 
vote  in  favour  of  it,  they  might  raise  hopes 
that  might  afterwards  be  frustrated.  With 
the  permission,  therefore,  of  the  House, 
he  would  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  Plumpire  appealed  to  his  hon. 
Friend,  the  Member  for  the  University  of 
Oxford  to  withdraw  his  opposition  for  the 
present,  and  allow  the  discussion  to  be 
taken  on  the  second  reading. 

Sir  72.  H.  Inglis  said,  he  felt  bound  to 
say,  that  he  could  not  comply  with  the  ap- 
peal that  had  been  made  to  him. 

Mr.  P.  Borthmck  hoped  the  House 
would  see  the  propriety  of  acceding  to  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Dr.  NichoU  observed,  that  his  noble 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Lancashire,  had 
entirely  mistaken  the  real  state  of  the  hiw 
as  applicable  to  this  question.  The  law 
applicable  to  the  case  was  not  the  canon 
law  of  1603,  but  the  law  of  the  realm  of 
Henry  the  8th.  In  case  the  debate  should 
be  adjourned,  he  wished  hon.  Members  to 
turn  their  attention  to  that  point. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  he  considered  this 
ought  not  to  be  a  political  question  ;  and 
in  speaking  of  it,  he  wished  to  divest  him- 
self altogether  of  that  authority  which  the 
situation  he  held  naturally  gave  on  ordi- 
nary occasions.  This  question  turned  on  feel- 
ings and  religious  impressions,  with  which 
politics  had  nothing  to  do.  If  the  course 
recommended  to  his  hon.  Friend  should  be 
adopted  by  him,  he  should  not  oppose  it  ^ 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  must  say,  that 
he  thought  this  question  might  be  as  well 
discuss^  on  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  the  bill,  as  on  the  second  reading.  But 
if  thev  took  the  discussion  on  bringing  in 
the  bill,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  a  full 
discussion.  It  was  a  subject  they  could 
not  but  be  well  acquainted  with,  and  as 
well  prepared  to  discnss  then  as  at  any 
other  time ;  but  as  his  noble  Friend  did 
not  bring  forward  liis  motion  till  nearly 
twelve  o'clock,  he  thought,  on  the  whole, 
it  would  be  better  to  adjourn  tho  debalOi 
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ill  whirli  lie  thought  it  wouM  l»c  advisublo 
that  111'  should  avoid  expressing  his  opin- 
ions. He  would  earnestly  advise  the  House 
not  to  come  to  a  premature  decision  on  the 
suhject. 

Mr.  C.  DuUcr  said,  he  had  forgotten 
to  ask  to  what  day  it  would  l»c  convenient 
to  have  the  debate  adjourned. 

Sir  /^  Pcvl  said,  he  should  bring  for- 
ward hii  Corn-law  bill  to-morrow  ;  over 
Thursday  he  had  no  control ;  on  Friday 
he  hhoulii  lirin^  forward  the  great  question 
of  whirh  he  liad  given  notice.  There 
woulil  only  be  two  or  three  supply  days 
ImTofo  Easter,  and  these  would  be  romiired 
fur  the  public  service  ;  but  he  shouhi  lia%'c 
iin  objection  that  the  debate  should  be 
adjourni*d  to  1'>iday. 

Debate  adjourDeU  to  thai  day  week. 


Pftty 


SLSsifiN*.!      Mr.   G, 

in 


Ihmkt'S 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  make  further  provision  for  the  hi»lding 
of  s|MH:ial  )wtty  sessions,  and  for  providing 
that  in  I'crtain  cases  wIhtc  wrsons  shall 
loluntarily  desire  to  plead  guilty,  it  shall 
be  c<im{)etr!it  to  the  magi>trau.*s  at  siith 
K*v»i(»iis  to  award  the  sentence  of  the  law. 

I^avc  given. 

Adjourned. 


IIOIJ.SK    OF    COMMONS, 
h'olncsdny,  Mnrck  \),  IS  12. 

.Mi^i'Tn^l  HiLiJ*.  I'kfi/ir.— r*  <  urn  lin|««tBli«ifi. 
f*rii«i/r.^r  liii|vnal  Hwik  nt  ^.ii|:LiiMli  \«-w  4'rii-« 
iliuiU:  (  liiirrli  Mnllim  diitl  l^fii:(kiii  lltJoiU:  liltf^iiii-rt- 
dUMl  rtii  •:!•?  Cjivd;  I'amii-n  atht  (•jrik-nt-r^'  ItjiUturiii 
AwiiiwH'*-  ffvnpany:  Iwiibmirll  mhI  ISt-kkam  1  iptii- 
iiy  .  >.tuiidrriCM>t  llailvay  i  t^tnifUr*lon*  llvt^iur. 
t  ••mmitt*'!.      Il«ji«a>i. 

r»riTTii««    i*HriiKvi8ii.       Ily   Mr.    ilnrthcrliin.    I"ril  t 
»itrrii>.  *>ir  K.  riiMiniukr.  Mr.  i'i4iih-n.  Mr.  r  p.  Vil- 
liTT*.  aimI  i4JH*r  tmm.  MrmU-n,  fr-«ii  ^m-k|ii«t.  MatirhM- 
trt.  aihI  ii.ui>  itlM-f   |i1h^'«.  f>ir  the  H%-\nJd  *4'  Iht-  I  imw 
li»».  -Rt    I '«i1    lUmar*!.    fVkiin    Mriin  nf    t'*n\  .    Mr 
f.rvrti.  inmi  Millrtviir  l^nrMlrr.  Mr    I.  Ti^inmf.  ftntn 
M.lkrt   .4  llHfB«i.  Uifil  WiirtH>.  tr*mt  Mitkf  ,4  l^m 
•>  III.    Mr.    .s.    H<<TU-Y.    friMii    Mlhr*    >4  HrnSain.  ju:>i 
|»i««lHir\.  \ 'nimnt    ^'uifliai.   frufi    M  Mi-t>  nf  WiiTiT'l. 
jimI  Mr.   r    Mariiii,  fr««i   Mi'lrri    f  <••!••«.  .kinl  ufhrr 

|iL«^  •     !•■  l'tll->lUl4tf«    tlw-    I    .l|««1«'.>Mi  .if  i.-Alil.  — Ilf    t^Hll 

UiiTtl- -. .  fiiiiii  lirrat  tirt'>i.ln  .  A'l  I  11-4  ikuI-i  .  aihl  *>\ 
Mn  'nm.  Wfitihrr,  ft^v.  ItaM.li^t.  v«i*i  -■"  Miiii«««^  »l 
I  i«ii  Hill.-  Il>  .M  htm.  Mrtnhrr.  frim  Itlpai.  in  fariwr 
i4  till  iU.L--  II)  Mr.  *»).afitkui  i  t»mi.ti,  <i"*'.*  iHni'i. 
.•u\  X'l'rn-  .  Mr.  .1.  \  liu-  v  fr  >  n  «  i^aii.  a"  '■  Mt  I  t-t 
lurif.  rr.Hfi  |kii«i-|^r-<A.  Ukl  ii»'w«  I'ltn--"  •»?  I  •••*ll■lfl,■ 
«^«l|.n  M^n«c>  •  *M  l).*-^lMtfW— H«  M*.  M.  (.llpiw. 
Ii.iiii  Nt  I. lilt .1  «,  liaiki.it  *!  .«it  .«■"')■'*' :  f'*i».Minw 
>«t<.  I  'I.  •4?.!  l>t4iKl<  1^  llir  Mrfri^«i..i,  ( -f  I^h  Hi. 
*^i»rl».«4  '4  r»«l1*  'Wi  Ihi-  Mitrnfv.;  ivi  fcrnl/n— B?  "^if 
JaOin  l.i>iliiif«*.  fnvK  II.  \.  ( •■dim.  fiw  «»r|«rai»«t  *4 
1  hi.ri*.  I'll  «'Atr. --Il>  Mr.  I.  Icijta-.'.'rm  \:s  irriir* 
in.'  -■•!  .T.  f-  Iti'.i-  !  f  r?».  Hi-,«-mi  f  tt>.  "^tu:  ,  P-i 
•.mm  lift  \tti-f?iftf«  <  rrlirbiaic«  ~llt  |V.  t^^^rMf.  fr«n 
J  11  I  rirflim  k»  Krtlrru  fur  tii  Ini'.'i  imlrtlAl  bj  thr 
Isni-iHfh*.  |l>  \i<owai  •>a»lua.  fr«jni  the  UtttpMil 
itkMta  of  CUHBMOT,  tU   A  lUduClMB  9t  ihC  DuMi 


cm  TolMicrab— -By  m  hm«  Mfnbrr,  IWmi  SviUta|| 

tm  In  Ncwcutlc-ao-Tyne,  far  w  AaMadHHl  «f  Hk 

Will.  I  v.- By  Mr.  shannui  (.*n«lbnl,  ftm 

fiir  Cnivcnal  Suffrage.— By  Mr.  Huts,  ftou  Iht  i 

tkMoT  Hull,  afilMt  the  Appiilwtnif  oC  f 

tnia. 

BoNDiKo  Flour.]  Mr.  XTicff  laidp  he 
had,  on  an  early  day  of  the  Sestion,  ^vcn 
notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  Teaft 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  floury  or  flour 
and  biscuit,  to  be  substituted  for  forein 
wheat  secured  in  bonding  warehouiei.  He 
had,  already,  in  consequence  of  the  prtt- 
sure  of  important  business,  postpones  tlit 
introduction  of  his  measure;  but,  ••  the 
point  was  one  of  some  importancey  and  ■• 
the  subject  generally  was  occupying  a 
great  share  of  public  attention,  he  ahould 
wish  to  have  the  consent  of  ibe  right  boo. 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Govemoiettl 
to  a  proposition  regarding  the  meuuiu 
which  he  was  about  to  submit.  The  bill 
now  stood  for  Tuesday  next.  He  pio- 
IM)sed,  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  lay  ic 
upon  (he  Table  on  that  day  without  oppo* 
sitioii ;  that  it  should  then  be  printed  aod 
circulated:  and,  that  the  discusskiQ  on 
(he  principle  of  the  measure  should  be 
taken  on  the  second  reading,  which  ho 
should  move  after  the  Easter  reccsa.  If 
this  course  were  agreed  to,  the  House  aod 
country  would  have  time  deliberaltlj  Co 
consider  the  proposition. 

Sir  li,  I'cel  said,  that  without  in 
slif^htest  degree  pledging  huuself  to 
principle  of  the  bill,  or  promising  to  at- 
K*nt  to  any  of  its  provisions,  be  could  oolj 
say,  that  as  far  as  he  was  coocerordt  ho 
should  olFcr  no  objection  to  the  ooufie  the 
hon.  (lenileinan  proposed  to  pursue,  if  bo 
(llOll^llt  that  course  necessary. 

Tiik  Srv  System — (laKLAKoVl  Mr* 
John  O'Conneii  had  a  question  lo  ask  ihu 
noble  liord,  the  Secretary  for  iivlaod. 
Some  time  ago  he  had  calM  the  atlnnioo 
of  the  noble  l^ord  to  the  statement  of  Ihu 
murderer,  who  declared,  that  ho  uraa  fai* 
citiMi  to  commit  crime  for  the  purpoae  of 
f»t>taiiiing  su<>tenance  and  support  from 
ihr  pol :rr.  as  an  informer  against  others. 
II-  h.ul  a^keJ  the  noble  Lord  before,  who- 
thi-r  d  was  his  intention  to  continue  no 
Jr«-adiul  a  system  as  that — a  syslem  thol 
cvidcntiv  led  to  crime  ?  He  had  oaillod 
to  state  another  caie  at  the  time.  Il  «raa» 
that  of  parties  who  applied  for  pay  ao4 
support  to  the  police,  and  offered  to  gi«o 
evidence  against  persons  coonocted  mkh 
Ribbgoism.   The  policeman  lo  whoa  Ihfj 
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applied  tried  an  experiment  with  them,  for 
the  purpose  of  testing  their  accuracy.  He 
lent  them  to  a  meeting,  which  existed  only 
ID  his  own  imagination.  They  came  the 
next  day,  with  a  full  account  of  the  imagi- 
nary meeting,  to  the  policeman.  There 
were  then  furtlter  illustrations  of  this  sys- 
tem in  the  recent  assizes  at  Longford,  and 
at  Meath.  In  the  first  place,  two  men 
were  tried  for  the  crime  of  Ribbonism. 
The  proof  against  them  was,  that  they  had 
Ribbon  documents  in  their  pockets,  but  it 
came  out,  on  the  trial*  that  the  Ribbon 
documents  were  put  in  their  pockets  by 
the  informer  himself.  In  the  other  case, 
the  party  was  accused  of  having  killed  a 
cow,  and  it  appeared,  thai  the  informer 
had  6rst  incited  the  man  to  kill  the  ani- 
mal, and,  not  succeeding,  he  did  it  him- 
self, and  then  accused  the  innocent  man 
of  the  crime.  He  wished  now  to  mention 
these  matters,  as  prefatory  to  the  question 
that  he  desired  to  put.  Was  this  system 
to  be  continued,  when  it  manifestly  led  to 
crime?  Was  it  to  be  continued,  when  it 
was  directly  contrary  to  the  maxim,  that 
it  was  much  better  that  many  guilty  men 
should  escape  punishment,  than  one  inno- 
cent should  suffer?  He  wished  to  know, 
was  there  to  be  an  alteration  in  the  sys- 
tem, which  caused  the  greatest  dissatis- 
faction in  Ireland,  and  that  made  life  and 
liberty  insecure? 

Lord  Eliot  could  only  give  the  same 
answer  which  he  had  given  when  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  put  the  same  ques- 
tion at  an  early  pait  of  the  Session.  He 
did  say  then,  that  the  practice  of  holding 
out  inducements  to  witnesses  to  give  evi- 
dence in  criminal  cases  was  in  itself  o\y- 
jectionable ;  but,  that  in  the  present  state 
of  Ireland,  that  practice  could  not  be 
safely  discontinued.  There  was  a  great 
difficulty  in  procuring  witnesses  when  they 
imagined  they  would  be  exposed  to  the 
vengeance  of  the  friends  and  relations  of 
tlie  parties  against  whom  they  appeared. 
He  hoped  and  trusted,  that  there  was  a 
growing  (aeliog  of  respect  for  the  law  and 
the  admioiairation  of  justice  in  Ireland, 
which  would  soon  make  it  unnecessary  to 
have  recourse  to  auch  means  to  ensure 
coDvictioDa.  He  belicTed,  that  if  now  the 
practice  were  dtsoontinaed,  many  atrocious 
crimes  would  go  unpunished.  It  was  ab« 
solutely  necaasary,  that  the  minds  of  per* 
sons  who  caaae  forward  to  give  cTidence 
ahonld  be  reodtrtd  aecure,  and,  that  they 
almild  bi  aarofcd  of  btiiig  able  to  remoTf 


to  another  country.  At  the  same  time  he 
considered,  that  it  would  be  extremely 
improper  to  hold  out  an  inducement  of 
any  sort  to  persons  to  come  forward  for 
the  purpose  of  making  accusations,  and, 
he  trusted,  that  under  the  present  system, 
no  innocent  person  had  been  found  guilty. 
With  regara  to  the  cases  to  which  his 
attention  had  been  directed,  he  had  only 
to  say,  that  he  had  not  had  sufficient  time 
to  read  the  reports  in  the  newspapers  of 
cases  that  bad  occurred  during  the  course 
of  the  present  assizes. 

Distress  —  Makufacturino  Dis- 
tricts.] Dr.  Bowring  wished  to  repeat 
the  question  which  he  had  put  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  James  Gra- 
ham). He  understood,  that  certain  Gen- 
tlemen had  taken  great  trouble  in  in- 
quiring into  the  state  of  the  suffering 
manufacturing  population,  and  they  had 
delivered  in  a  copy  of  the  result  of  their 
inquiries  to  the  Home  Office.  He  wished 
to  know  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would 
consent  to  lay  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
the  information  thus  conveyed  to  him. 

Sir^J.  Graham  said,  that  since  the  in- 
quiry was  made  last  evening,  he  had  found 
that  such  a  paper  as  that  alluded  to  by  the 
hon.  Member,  had  been  received  at  the 
Home- office.  It  was  signed  by  three  or 
four  persons,  and  purported  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  a  conference  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor.  He  really  had  not  had  time  to 
peruse  the  document  from  beginning  to 
end,  and  therefore  must  decline  saying 
whether  there  was  anything  in  it  of  such  a 
character  as  to  render  it  desirable  that  it 
should  be  laid  upon  the  Table.  If,  how- 
ever, the  object  was  to  have  the  paper 
printed,  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  any 
reason  to  urge  against  its  publication. 

Dr.  Bowring^  in  that  case,  would  on 
Tuesday  move  for  the  production  of  the 
paper. 

FoRGKD  Exchequer- BILLS  Bill.]] 
Lord  7.  Russell  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
a  circumstance  connected  with  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House  for  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  inquire  as  to  the  issue  and  pos« 
session  of  the  forged  Exchequer-bills.  He 
had  certainly  understood  from  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  com- 
missioners were  to  be  nominated  in  the 
bill,  and  that  their  appointment  should 
receif e^  u  it  werci  ibe  aaociioQ  of  Parlia* 
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nioiit.  'I'lic  liill,  liowovcr,  wns  now  |iriiilril, 
niid  ill  the  pussc'ssioii  of  liun.  Mcnibcis, 
I  Hit  the  names  of'  the  com niiMi oners  were 
not  mentioned  in  it.  If  the  right  hon. 
Cicntlcman  intended  to  adhere  to  the  in- 
tention he  had  originally  expressed,  |)cr- 
haps  he  would  now  state  hit  intention  to 
do  so.  Whilst  adverting  to  the  subject, 
he  (Ijord  J.  Russell)  might  sucgest,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  right  hoo.  Gen- 
tleman, the  propriety  of  ap|ioiuting  three 
commissioners  rather  than  two.  There 
sermcd  to  be  several  reasons  for  increasing 
the  numl)or. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchefjucr  would 
take  the  opportunity  of  nominating  the 
roininissioncrs  when  the  House  was  in 
committee  on  the  bill.  With  rt'gard  to 
the  noble  Lord's  second  suggestion,  he 
would  give  it  his  consideration. 

('ai,ki»oni.\n  Canal.]  Mr.  E,  EUicc. 
wished  to  remind  the  ri{;ht  lion.  Ha- 
rufut  at  the  lieud  of  the  (iovernment  of 
the  (]uestion  he  had  asked  a  few  ni<:hts 
since,  as  to  the  intentions  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  with  regard  to  Sir  Kd- 
wnrd  Paiiy's  re|)ort  on  the  (Caledonian 
Canal.  lie  should  be  glad  tu  know  il  the 
Gnvernment  liad  ronie  to  a  resuliilron  to 
adopt  the  suggestions  contained  in  that 
docuDirnt. 

Sir  A*.  /Vr/s.iid,  he  had  arrived  at  the 
nmchi^ioii  that  it  wonhl  be  pu-frrahh'  to 
lifer  thi*  iipnit  III  l)ue^tiun  to  a  ctminntletr 
of  ihf  lldiiM',  and  to  h.ivo  lh«>  opinitiii  ot 
that  ruiiiinitlrr  «)ii  the  subject  of  it,  Ik  tore 
tliey  atti  iiiptrd  to  IcgisKiic 

'I  hr  roiniiiitleu  houUI  be  appoiiitLd 
immediately. 

<  >vi  h:  (»Ai)iS(<  'il  TiMHiK  SiiirN.I 
Mr.  H.  ('htiprmin  wi>hed  tu  put  a  (|ue<kiuui 
tu  the  hfiii.  t ientleniiiii,  the  Viet-rM-»i- 
diiit  ft  thi  Koard  of  Tiade.  Thi*  u|h  ra- 
liiiii  oi  J  Uw  at  present  exiting  to  pre\cnt 
ihi*  iivi-rjiiadni!;  of  timber  ^hip*,  would 
tiiniiiKiit-  and  fxpire  on  the  l»t  of  .May 
next.  XV  hit  he  wanted  t'l  know  wa«. 
whfihi  r  the  ( ■otrrnnifnt  would  under- 
i.iLr  to  It  new  the  bill  thf'ni«elvis,  or 
would  have  the  matter  in  the  hands  of 
lioii.  Mrmbcr%.  lie  had  .iddie^ist^i  a 
K'lli-i  t'l  tlie  Htjanl  of  Trade  on  the  sub- 
)ert  a  foiliti^ht  smcr,  but  if  thr  n^ht  hon. 
Vice  rre»d('nt  was  unable  to  reply  to  the 
question  at  that  time,  he  would  moot  the 
matter  on  a  future  day. 

Mr.  07tt<iffoMc  Midy  m  he  ftallj  vat 


nn  pie  pa  red  to  give  a  satisfactory  reply  to 
the  fpiestion  at  present,  he  would  avail 
himself  of  the  hon.  Gentlemao*!  offsr,  aod 
take  another  opportuoity   of   anaweriof 

him. 

Corn-Lawa — Importatioii  Bill«* 
Srcond  Readino.]  Sir  R*  Pttl  having 
moved,  that  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  Iba 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  be  read. 

Lord  7.  RusstU  said,  be  observed  there 
was  on  the  orders  a  bill  (the  Railways  Bill) 
which  had  precedence  of  the  Corn  Bill. 
He  hoped  it  was  not  intended  lo  make  an  j 
alteration  in  the  usual  regulation  with  re* 
gard  lo  Wednesdays. 

Sir  R,  Peel  had  said,  a  few  nighta 
since,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  interfere 
with  the  days  usually  appropriated  by  the 
House  to  those  hon.  Members  who  under- 
took  the  ungrateful  task  of  legislation. 
To-day,  however,  there  being  nothing  on 
the  paper,  he  had  thought  it  better  to 
brint^  forward  this  measure  with  a  view  of 
advancing  its  progress.  Next  Wednesday, 
he  was  nut  likely  to  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  appropriating  the 
sitting  to  Government  busineu,  but  he 
might  say,  once  for  all,  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  interfere  with  the  davs  whieh 
cuhtoin  had  left  open  to  the  notices  of 
hon.  MemlK-r^  generally. 

1'he  Order  of  the  Day  was  then  read. 

<  )ii  the  motion  that  the  hill  be  read  a 
Mviiiid  tiiiie, 

Mr.  VakniiiUm  preM*nti*«l  a  petition  fr 
f jriiien»  in  \\  itrit^ter  against  the  bilL 

ViHi-oiint  EttriNfihtH  said,  he  ' 
that  it  might  lie  ciiiiMden*il  useless  to 
|NiM^>  any  aineiidment  to  that  measure  in 
«ip|Misiiion  to  the  t  iovernment,  because  it 
wajf  !^iid  the  whole  wa^  undoubtedly  an 
i  in  prove  men  t  n|N»n  the  exi>ting  Coro-laWy 
and  therefore  it  would  he  right  to 
it,  »4)nir  said  a**  an  instalment,  others 
|KTinanent  scttleiiient  of  the  question. 
i'lut  he  thought  that  when  the  questton 
wat  almut  tu  be  settled,  it  hhould  besettlnd 
u|Nifi  M»nic  MHind  liasis ;  it  should  be  setthdl 
Mi  a^  til  relieve  the  embarrassed  stale  of 
traile.  and,  if  |ii>4siblr.  the  disti 
prevailid  throiii»huut  the  country.  It 
IM'art'd  til  hiiu  that  a  fixed  duty  should  ho 
im|MM?fl  upcHi  ffin*ign  oirn,  if  any  doty  nfc 
all  wd!t  imp4isr<l.  A  lixed  duty  was 
)y  lieM  fi»r  trade,  and  tlicrefore  woald 
to  nromiitr  an  tnterchangr  of  ooninwd 
and   thereby   prevent  bulliou  being 

uui  to  purchase  oonu    A  rqgnhr  tnit 
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would  also  promote  the  interest  of  the 
consumer,  and  tlie  profits  of  merchants 
would  then  he  kept  down  by  foir  compe- 
tit  ion.  If  there  was  a  moderate  fixed 
duty,  the  agriculturists  would  be  able  to 
tell  when  foreign  rivals  could  compete  with 
them,  and  when  they  could  not.  He 
knew  that  a  large  body  were  opposed  to 
any  duty,  but  he  thought  that  eren  they 
would  agree  with  him  that  if  there  was  to 
be  any  duty  at  all,  a  fixed  duty  was  by 
fiir  the  best.  Her  Majesty's  late  Govern- 
ment had  brought  forward  a  measure  for 
a  fixed  duty  on  those  grounds,  but  upon 
what  ground  the  present  measure  was 
introduced  he  could  not  say.  It  could 
not  be  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
checking  extensive  frauds,  because  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  said  that  no  frauds 
had  been  committed,  and  it  was  not  in- 
troduced to  lower  the  price  of  corn,  because 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  said  that  the 
price  was  not  too  high  at  the  present 
moment.  It  appeared  to  him  that  abso- 
lute independence  of  other  countries  was  a 
proposition  the  carrying  out  of  which 
would  be  out  of  the  question.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  her  Majesty's 
Government,  in  introducing  his  bill,  had 
recommended  it  as  a  measure  likely  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  country,  by 
preventing  those  fluctuations  in  the  cur- 
rency which  produced  such  disastrous 
effects  upon  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
the  country.  But  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  not  stated  the  manner  in  which  the 
currency  was  affected  by  the  present  sys- 
tem, and  he  believed  that  if  the  one  system 
produced  evils  of  this  nature,  they  would 
also  flow  from  the  provisions  of  the  other. 
Tf  one  measure  was  unsound  in  principle, 
the  other  was  equally  so;  the  difference 
between  them  lay  merely  in  detail.  As  to 
the  argument  that  a  fixed  duty  could  not 
be  maintained  when  prices  reached  a  great 
height,  he  would  admit  that  there  might 
be  circumstances  under  which  he  thought 
that  not  only  should  import  duties  be 
given  up,  but  that  a  bounty  should  be 
actoallT  bestowed  upon  the  importer  to 
save  the  people  from  starving.  But  to 
bring  this  about,  a  war  must  be  raging 
more  tremendous  than  that  which  we 
waged  with  Napoleon,  for  during  that, 
under  a  practically  fixed  duty,  we  obtained 
com  from  France;  and  the  sea  must  be 
closed  to  our  ships,  or  else,  which  it  was 
almost  impious  to  think  of,  the  harvest 
must,  in  contradictioo  with  the  bountiful 
course  of  ProTideooOy  tunultaneously  ftil 


all  over  the  world.  This  was  possible,  and 
only  just  possible,  but  he  did  not  think 
that  it  was  necessary  to  make  any  provision 
for  such  an  emergency  in  legislating  on 
this  subject,  and  therein  differed  from 
his  noble  Friend  near  him.  His  noble 
Friend  said,  that  the  duty  on  corn  oueht 
to  be  calculated  to  give  a  protection 
to  agriculturists  in  exact  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  the  burdens  leviable 
exclusively  upon  land,  and  he  did  not 
believe  he  was  justified  in  imposing  any 
higher  duties  on  food  than  were  sufficient 
to  accomplish  this  purpose.  His  other 
noble  Friend  (Viscount  Palmerston)  wished 
to  see  a  duty  levied  on  corn  as  it  was  or 
ought  to  be  on  all  other  imports,  for  the 
sake  of  revenue  only ;  and  with  reference 
to  this  question,  it  should  be  remembered, 
that  the  distinction  between  necessaries 
and  comforts  of  life  is  purely  artificial,  and 
that  if  corn  is  to  be  exempted  from  tax 
merely  because  it  is  an  article  in  eeneral 
consumption,  none  could  be  maintained  on 
sugar  and  the  other  articles  of  the  same 
nature,  which,  being  used  by  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  were  those  which  con- 
tributed most  to  the  revenue.  He  was 
not  unaware  of  the  arguments  in  fitvour  of 
direct  instead  of  indirect  taxation ;  but 
without  entering  into  the  merits  of  the 
question,  he  would  only  remark  that  it 
involved  a  fundamental  change  in  our 
whole  financial  system.  He  could  see 
no  grounds  for  introducing  the  proposed  in 
preference  to  the  existing  sliding  scale. 
The  evils  of  both  were  of  the  same  nature. 
The  effect  of  every  sliding  scale,  contain- 
ing what  amounts  to  a  prohibitory  duty, 
was  deeply  injurious  to  commerce,  and  in 
the  end  prejudicial  to  tlie  agriculturist, 
by  inducing  in  him  an  over  degree  of  con- 
fii^ence  in  being  continually  supported  by 
such  monopolising  enactments,  and  leading 
him  to  extend  his  cultivation,  and  enter 
into  a  ruinous  competition  with  his  brother 
farmers.  The  rignt  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
had  stated  that  the  intention  of  the  rests 
in  the  scale  was  to  moderate  the  fluc- 
tuations which  might  otherwise  be  occa- 
sioned by  a  rapid  descent  in  prices.  He 
had  stated  that  the  object  was  to  steady 
the  market  at  the  times  when  the  prices 
showed  that  it  was  in  a  critical  state. 
Now,  if  a  critical  state  of  the  market 
meant  anything,  it  meant  a  state  when 
large  importation  either  succeeded  to 
trifling  importation,  or  suddenlv  and 
rapidly  diminished.    Tried  by  thie  teit| 
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the  rcfttt  such  an  tliey  were,  appeared  to  be  plet  were ;  and  he  did  think,  that  wkh 

iiiinplacMl.     By  the  rciurns  furnialied  by  regard   to  the   long  debates   which  had 

the  right  hoo.  Gentlemao's  departmentt  it  taken  place  upon  the  subject,  the  cAct 

apiKared  that  at  S2m.,  53m.,  and  54f.,  the  had  been  to  niske  these  principles  Bore 

importation  of  wheat  had  continued  uni-  obscure  than  ever.     What  were  the  smmI 

ffjrmlv  small,  while  at  about  58i(.  a  coiisi*  principles  in  question  ?    Were  they  Ihoet 

derafale  and  sudden  increase  in  the  amount  of  ihe  noble  Lord  opposite  ?     Were  tliej 

was  iKrceiiable ;  the  same  was  true  of  the  those  of  some  low  indefinite  6ied  dvly, 

prices  at  which  resU  were  placed  in  the  of  which  the  House  had   as  yet  hctrd 

scales  for  barley  and  oats.     It  was  dear,  nothing,  or  were  they  the  priMiplea  of 

therefore,  that  by  the  right  hon.  Vicse-  total  repeal  advocated  by  the  lioo.  Ilea- 

Fresidvnt's  own  rule,  according  to  his  own  ber    for   Wolverhampton^     Althongli    it 

shewing,  the  rests  were  misplaced,  or  rather  was  desirable   to    approach  as  near  aa 

placed  at  randinn.     He  (Viscount  Ebring-  possible  in  legislating  upon  this  aoUeel  to 

ton)  begged  to  decliric  any  participation  in  abstract  theory,  yet  it  was  utterly  impoa- 

thfse  views  of  the  right  hoii.  Gent  cman,  ^\^\^  completely  to  arrive  at  that  point, 

he  (lid  nut  sec  why  any  particular  shilling  and  they  must,  therefore,  take  the  net- 

of  tlic  price  indicated  a  more  critical  sUte  ^^^^  ^liich  might  appear  to  be  men  prat- 

ofthe  market  than  another;  he  was  aware  unable  for  adoption;   that  measartV  ho 

that   the  suddenly  increasing  import  of  believed,  to  be  ihe  bill  now  ofierod  to  the 

corn  at  5«#.  was  to  bo  attributed  to  other  ^^^^    ^      j.^^    Majesty's    OoteniBeal. 

causes,  but  he  was  anxious  to  demonstrate  ^vheii  thai  measure  was  introduced  to  the 

to  the  House,  that  by  their  own  account  ||^„,      ^^  certainly  did  feel  iomewbaC 

the  Covcmment  had  no  intelligible  reason  disappointed.     lie  should  have  wished  to 

for  placing  the  rests  where  they  were.    He  ,,^^^»  [^^^  ^  ^^^^^^^  ,^,  prohibitory  io  iu 

did  ni^  |;^J«^^J^  *»'«"'    "^  "°;y  ^'«»  nature.  But  he  confessed  that  sub^eeol 

^^  ?^ii'tT  r  ?ilr       tt'^'ri  ?  ««««nalio.i  of  the  measure.  andoJ  the 

theoiher;  Imt  It  should  not  be  forgot  ten,  that     ..  ^  .  i ■     ■    :.        .  /  ..  a^a    l^j 

V     ^1.       •             1.^        _A*     I          t.^  grounds  on  which   it  was  founded,  hod 

when  the  prices  reached  a  particular  part  of  :.  ■     ^i  r-      .     r                      r    ^^lj^ 

..         ^    '^i       .1          »  t^  t I       *i  induced  him  to  form  a  more  favoerable 

tlic  rest,  when  they  gut  far  forward  on  the  ,  ..                      .         .    .     .  ^_. 

lamling.plact  of  tlielT staircase,  in  reality  j^P'"'""  ^//**«  °7*»"^«  i*'*"ll*'u  T'II!^ 

thcireir.itwas.toenc.M,rages|*tulation.for  »'*^  ***^  at  hrst  entertained.     He  had  hiid 

if  the  siM^cuUtor  succeedXii  his  <>|)tmtion  ^onversa  loii  with  ,H.rsons  engaged  in  the 

he  dimlni^heil  the  amount  of  duty,  while  7^"  ^""'^^  ^  »         ***'  \***  *"""  *''  ^^T^' 

if  he  failed  he  did  not  increa*-  it.     With  l»»^!  "'"*^'  *»»e  proposed  racasure,  and  in 

rrgmni  to  the  new  metlMMl  of  taking  the  ordinal y  seasons,  a  considerable  trade  in 

averages,  ha  thought  that  its  effect  would  ^^/^.  ^^"'^  ^  ^**"'*^*^  ^n*  ana.  »n 


\m  u»  diminish  the  nominal  pritx*.  and  the  f  '^^^'^^''  *^»»^'^  .^«"W  provide  a  sopjdy 

Housi' would  rrmrmhcr  that  if»uch  were  fo/ fhe  wauts  uf  the  country.     This  mw 

thi*  ram',  the  income  of  the  clergy  w<iuld  "'  "»«  »"^J«<^*  *»»  confirmed  by  the  soeech 

Miffer  a  reduction  for  tlie  Uiiefit  of  the  ^*»»*:j»  '*•*•*  ^V"  a^Jressed  to  the  Ronn 

landowner.     All   classes  were  displea5ie<l  ^y  *'«  *»"«•  Member  for  Coventry,  and 

with  this  |iUo.  The  farmm  were  alarmed,  *>l^«  '»<>»•  Members  practically  conm- 

the  miller*  coM|»hiining.  the  manufacturers  >aut  with   the  dcUils  of  the  corn  tradk 

anything  but  cuotentetl,  ami   the   peofile  Under  ordinary  circumstances  a  conaidef. 

showed  their  leeliogs  by  burning  the  right  Me  quantity  of  corn  could  be  impofind 

hop.  lUironet  in  effigy.     All  were  adverve  ^t  5ih„  with  Uh.  duty  at  a  profit  to  the 

to  the  ri^ht  hou.  harooet's  plan,  but  he  no  importer  of  3<.  or  l*.!  and  when  the  prioee 

duuht  rvfMated,  with  the  s:itirist-*i'uym /lu  rose,  large  importations,  which  until  then 

vtr  mhUai,  at  miki  /i/eif«/o,  ipte  dtmi,   at  would   have  been   held   back,  wonid  hn 

the    Tn-usury,    he    oaly   wi«hc<l  in   the  poured  in,  Hooding  the  market,  at  a  dnif 

presL'iit  Mate  of  the  £&clic«|Ut*r.  he  ciiuld  of  about  G«.,    thereby   preventing   thnee 

aihl,  Jimu/  uc  tiummtot  cimlrmi»iur  ia  artu.  unfortunate  advancemeoia  in  the  prien  ef 

lie    felt  it   hb   duty  to   wove  that  the  food   under   which   the   people  bed  inn 

hill  be  read  a  seouod  time   thai  day  six  often  been  sud'ering.  diminishing  the  M* 


Colonel  T.  Wood  wished  to  see  the 
subject  before  the  House,  settled  on  the 
soundest  principles.  The  difficulty  wm. 
Ue«ever»  to  deunioc  whet  these  princi* 


convenience  which  had  been  Idt  in  thn 
currency  of  the  country,  and  aflbrdinff  n 
larger  supply  for  the  wanu  of  the  PMfIti 
If  they  could  effect  this,  he  thought  ihnj 
hnd  reeson  to  feel  gnief nl  ibf  thn 
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sition  of  the  Gofernroent.  Taunts  had 
been  thrown  out  against  hon.  Members 
on  his  side  of  the  House  for  having,  as  it 
was  alleged,  deserted  the  defence  of  that 
amount  of  protection  which  they  had  once 
thought  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
agriculturists.  Their  taunts  were,  as  he 
believed,  wholly  unfounded.  He  took  the 
measure  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as 
a  good  omen  of  the  success,  which  would 
attend  the  future  measures  of  the  Admin* 
istration.  He  trusted,  that  this  bill  would 
be  received  by  the  country  as  a  remedy 
for  the  grievances  which  might  exist.  He 
was  sure  the  public  gave  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  credit  for  being  instigated  by 
nothing  but  a  love  of  iustice;  and  that  if 
ever  the  stability  of  his  Government  were 
endangered,  they  would  rally  round  one 
who  had  inscribed  his  name  high  in  the 
annals  of  his  country. 

Captain  Vivian :  Though  the  opposition 
with  which  he  sat  constituted  a  far  less 
number  than  the  Ministerialists,  still  the 
people  of  the  country  coincided  with  their 
views  on  this  question,  because  the  late 
Government  was  opposed  to  a  law  not 
framed  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  but 
solely  for  the  advantage  of  a  few.  He 
had  listened  to  the  speeches  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemen,  and  he  understood  them  to 
attribute  the  evils  of  the  country  to  over- 
production and  improvement  in  machinery. 
Now,  admitting  those  circumstances  to  be 
the  cause  of  the  evil,  he  thought  the  best 
way  of  remedying  it,  would  be  to  increase 
our  trade,  and  to  extend  our  manufactures, 
instead  of  shutting  them  gradually  out  of 
every  market.  The  noble  Member  for 
London,  had  well  illustrated  that  the  pre- 
sent bill  would  shut  tis  out  of  the  impor- 
tant markets  — the  American.  He  trusted 
that  the  country  would  in  time  be  brought 
to  see  the  proposition  of  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  J.  Russell)  in  its  true  light,  as  that 
which  would  most  conduce  to  the  per- 
manent interest  and  happiness  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Blackttone  wished  to  state  the 
reasons  which  should  induce  him  to  give 
his  support  to  the  amendment  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite.  This  was  the  6rst  time 
he  had  voted  against  the  measure  of  the 
Government.  He  had  hitherto  opposed 
all  the  motions  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Houw,  but  he  oouM  not,  in  conscience, 
oppose  the  present  motion.  He  was  not 
ashamed  to  say,  that  he  had  been  returned 
to  that  Parltameiit,  became  he  faronred 


measures  of  protection  to  the  British  far- 
mer. He  might  be  considered  presumptu- 
ous in  taking  that  course,  but  other  hon. 
Members  for  agricultural  counties  had 
expressed  great  alarm  at  the  measure  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and  he  felt  the 
same  alarm.  He  felt  quite  satisfied,  that 
he  should  be  justified  in  the  eyes  of  his 
constituents  in  giving  his  opposition  to  it. 
He  had  never  been  convinced,  that  this 
measure  would  lead  to  the  amelioration  of 
the  present  distress.  If  he  had,  he  should 
have  strained  a  point  in  order  to  give  it 
his  support.  He  had  taken  considerable 
pains  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  agri- 
cultural community,  and  they  uniformly 
said,  that  they  saw  no  reason  for  propose* 
ing  the  present  measure,  except  with  a 
view  of  meeting  the  distresses  of  the 
country.  It  had  not  conciliated  the  oppo* 
sition,  and  all  he  could  see  who  were 
favourable  to  tlie  bill  were  510  individuals, 
who  had  presented  five  petitions  in  favour 
of  it.  The  new  bill  having  met  with  no 
support  whatever  from  the  manufacturers, 
he  fdt  bound  to  see,  before  he  made  any 
alteration  in  the  old  law,  whether  the  new 
one  was  a  good  and  wholesome  remedy 
for  the  evils  which  were  alleged  to  exist. 
It  was  admitted  that  the  old  Corn  law, 
which  was  to  keep  corn  at  6df.,  admitted 
it  on  an  average  at  67s.  Now,  if  the 
present  bill  were  found  to  give  a  price  6f. 
or  7a.  less  than  the  intended  average,  it 
would  be  viewed  with  the  greatest  disaiay 
by  the  agricolturists.  The  result  of  corn 
being  60f.  a  quarter  roust  be  ruinoas,  not 
to  the  landlord  so  much  as  to  the  labourer; 
for,  instead  of  wages  being  60,000,000/.  • 
year,  they  must  be  speedily  reduced  by 
12,000,000/.  He  should  conclude  with 
referring  the  report  of  the  agricultural 
committee,  of  which  the  right  hoo.  Mem- 
ber for  Dorchester  was  chairman.  It  was 
to  this  efifect — that  measures  which  had 
been  in  operation  for  years  should  not  be 
lightly  abandoned;  that  to  retreat  was 
occasionally  more  dangerous  than  to  ad- 
vance, and  that  the  amelbratioos  of  the 
law  respecting  com  might  he  more  aafely 
lefl  to  ihe  cautious  forbearance,  than  to 
the  active  interposition  of  Parliaoieiit. 
Under  such  circumstances,  he  foand  it  is 
painful  d«ty  lo  vote  for  the  ameodmeot. 

Mr.  Buck  contended,  that  the  effect  of 
the  present  system  had  been  to  keep  prices 
moderate,  and  with  less  rariation  than  in 
almost  any  other  country  in  the  world. 
The  consumer  bad  never  less  cause  of  cam* 
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plaint,  for  inillioiiH  of  quartcra  of  foreign 
wheat  had  lieen  introduced  at  the  lowest 
possible  amount  of  duty.  Foreigners, 
however,  had  not  in  this  instance  acted 
upon  the  reciprocity  system,  for  notwith- 
standing such  large  importations  of  this 
pnnluce,  they  continued  to  prefer  the  gold 
to  the  manufactures  of  this  country.  The 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  North  Lin- 
colnshire, (Lord  Worsley),  had  taunted 
county  Members  on  that  (the  Ministerial) 
side   of  the   House  with  forfeiting  tlieir 


.Viscount  Howkk  said,  until  I  heard  the 
speeches  of  the  two  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
have  just  sat  down,  I  had  thought  that  the 
existing  Corn-law  of  1828  had  beeo  uni- 
versally abandoned ;  I  had  believed  it  to  ba 
now  acknowledged  that  that  measure  haa 
proved  an  utter  failure,  that  whereas  ita 
authors  promised  us  that  by  adopting  it 
we  should  secure  the  country  from  the 
difficulties  arising  from  rapid  and  violent 
fluctuations  in  the  price  of  com,  and  ren« 
dcr  it  in  future  steady  and  moderate,  the 


pn»fe8sions  and  pledges  on   the  hustings  real    effect    of   the     law    has  been     the 

when  they  aime  forward  to  support  the  very   reverse  of   that  which  was    looked 

principle  of  this  bill.     Undoubtwlly,   he  for;  and  since  it  has  been  in  operation 

and  a  considerable  number  of  his  constitu-  ^^  h^ve  had  the  extremes  both  of  high 

ents.  would  hare  been  as  well  pleased  as  a^j  ^f  i^^  prices,  alternately  occaaioDing 

the  noble  I^ni  himself,  if  the  right  hon.  ^^^  ^^st  severe  distress,  on  the  one  hand 

Baronet  had  gone  a  little  higher  with  his  ^^  the  commercial  and  manufactunng,  and 

scale;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  per-  ^^  ^^^  ^ther  to  the  agricultural  claaaea. 

fectly  satisfied   that  he  was  acting  in  iini.  ,  thought,  I  say,  that  this  had  now  been 

son  with  their  feelings,  in  refusing  to  lie  a  un.^ersally  admitted,  and  that  the  preaent 

party  to  any  one  act  which  could  by  possi.  Corn-law,  which  but  a  few  montha  ago 

bility  weaken  a  Oovernment  in  whom  they  ^^^  ^^            ^^^        ^„j  ,  „^,,^  ^jj  .jjj,^ 

repesed  the  mi«t  i>erfect  c-onhdence,  and  .u^.^^f^,  defenders  upon   the   hustings, 

haxard    the   accession   of    another   whose  ^^^  „^^  universally  gIVen  up.  and  wL. 

principles  they   knew  were  ininiiCHlu.  the  ^,^^  ^^^     ^„^.^^,  ^^„^„^   ^»;„          j^ 

national    interests.      lie  could    not   help  .     .             .1         «             .1       u^ir      :.i. 

^..  ,.       a   •  .1      .     1     »     r  *i          1,^  to  be  quietly  put  uiion  the  shelr»  with  a 

thinkiiijr  that  the  coiulurt   of  the   nf4>le  .i    ,{  .     f   \.       \      n    .      «i.^.i^ 

i-j             .1-       -.;.     .:*»*u  noble  Duke  Ml  the  other  House- who  alone 

Lord  was  ralhrr  more  iiicfMisistent  in  hav-  ,,        ...        n  *   o-     •.                 .1.  .  • 

.1            \  1    :  .  4    «:        .1   *  adhered  to  it.     Out,  Sir,  it  appears  that  1 

iiiip    suniKirted    an    Auniinistration    that  .      .              111           1  •  1.  1  1.  j 

brought  forward  a  mrasur..  which,  if  car.  ^^*  »"»takeii    and  this  law  which  I  had 

ried,  wmild  have  a.in.hilate<l  native  agri-  f"PlH>scd  to  be  so  ""'^^^fJ^y  B'^«   «P. 

culture,  and  thrown  X\u^  out  of  employ-  ?^  ^V"      ^'      '  ''*''  defenders  in  the  bon. 

nient   wIm^m:  cxistei.rc   dei^ndiMl   on    tfie  <'^»*»^'n-»  opposite,  though  I  must  aay  il 

rullivati..n  »f  the  s.mI.     lie  U:li.:v«l  it  was  »*  "^^  ''*^7,  fortunate  in  its  advocates,  for 

a  siHiiid  maxim  to  nn»vidr  a>  far  as  iK»i.i.  ^}'^  .»»«»•  ^'^^"llcman  who  spoke  last  (Mr. 

hit  by  the  oiirnuragimeiit  of  British  a-ri-  li«ck)coiic  uded  Iih  ar);umeiit  in  itsfavovr 

rultuW  for  the  Mili>iHteiMT  of  ..iir  ..wn  in,,  ^y  *»ying  that  he  should  vote  for  its  repeal; 

pulation.     That    prinripl.-  h.ul    been  laid  «i'd  the  other  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Black- 

di»wn    and    adniirahlv    ripr.vscd    by   the  »»^"^^  »*  •*»«  0"*y  |>er«on,  as  far  as  I  am 

Pitrnidrnt  of  the  liiited  .Slates,  almut  two  •*«'*'^»  ^^o  *»»»  *>ce"  chivalrous  enough  lo 

vears  ago.  who  haid  with  referenie  to  na-  ^"'nc  forward  and  declare  that  he  will,  at 

tive  aifrirulture,  ^''   ha/ards,  maintain  it,  and  support  hia 

-      .    . ,     ,         ,  opinion  in  its   favour  by   his  vote.     Bat 

"  ^o  meann  of  indivifliial  cnrntort  is  more  ,1.       .     ..  ^  /*  .„  1  .^     i  i  u-iu  u«-  ..•  1.^ 

_             ,                     f ^  thouch   the  Lorn-iaw  01   IHJH  has  at  laat 

certain,  and  iiu  source  nl   iMiiunal  nru^iH'niy  .        ^             ^.       .                           ■    •     •      ^ 

i«  10  »ur.  Noihing  can  com|.cn%..ie  .1  jKopIr  ^^""*'  **«  <.enllemcn  to  speak  in  lU  de* 
for  a  dc^Mrndencc  uinm  others  for  the  brtad  1  ^t'lce,  I  will  not  detain  the  House  bj 
ihcy  e^t."                                                        t  atiempiing  to  prove  that  it  haa  practically 

Suthhaillieen  the  prevailing  Mnlimeiil^rf*'**'*:  >   •»"  l«a^«   **»««   ^o  diicusa  iU 
of  every  (iovernment  of  IhiHoiuiitry  up  to' nierils  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo* 

IH4I  ;    and    whether    they    peru^ii    the  i  »»li-.  »«»•!  *««>•« lie  hon- a»«^  Ball*n*  "«»- 

upcechesof  Mr.  IIuAia^mi.  Mr.  Canning,  her  (Colonel  Wood)  who  only  just  now 

or  many  other  e nli|;hu*ue<l  individuals  who  told   u»  that  this  law  has  worked  so  ill» 

had  adorned  this  country.  ^Ul-h  iu%ariably  that  it  has  in  the  last  year  proved  80  injo* 

would  they  find  had  U-v-ii   their  opiiiitm.  rious  to  the  country  that  no  Govcranenl 

If,  however,  the  present  (>overnment  were  could  possibly  any   longer  uphold  iU     It 

to  follow  the  oKjrw  prescribed  by  hon.  is  enough  for  me,  that  the  law  which  haa 

(tentkmen  opposite^  ihey  would  bring  the  been  so  long  and  so  obstinatelv  clonf  to 
country  into  a  siatc  of  deep  dutreaL          j  bu  now  been  practicallj  abanaonod^  Ml 
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I  ihiok  it  if  worthy  of  our  consideration 
that,  although  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and 
his  Colleagues  have  taken  a  course  which 
shows  that  they  are  aware  of  the  evils 
which  have  resulted  from  the  existing  laV, 
they  still,  in  the  change  which  they  have 
lecomniended,  adhere,  with  unaccountable 
pertinacity,  to  the  policy  upon  which  that 
law  is  founded ; — at  the  very  moment 
when,  by  proposing  its  repeal,  they  most 
distinctly  recognise  the  practical  failure  of 
the  act  now  in  force,  with  strange  incon- 
sistency, they  call  upon  us  to  adopt  ano- 
ther measure  proceeding  upon  the  self- 
same principle.  Before  I  proceed  further, 
let  me  say  that  I  am  most  anxious  to  avoid 
treating  this  aa  a  party  question.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  opposite  (Colo- 
nel Wood)  seemed  to  think  that  the  object 
of  this  side  of  the  House  is  to  institute  a 
comparison  unfavourable  to  the  present 
Government  between  their  conduct  with 
reference  to  this  subject  and  that  of  their 
predecessors :  Sir,  1  can  assure  him  that 
I  have  no  such  wish ;  indeed,  I  think  it 
only  right  to  state,  that  though  I  could 
not  but  approve  of  the  principle  of  the 
measure  contemplated  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, since  it  was  that  for  which  I  have 
always  contended,  my  approbation  did  not 
extend  to  the  time  and  the  manner  in 
which  their  intention  of  bringing  forward 
that  measure  was  announced  ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  though  I  am  by  no  means 
satis6ed  with  the  change  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite,  I  am  bound 
to  admit  that  it  has  been  brought  forward 
in  a  manner  befitting  its  importance,  and 
which  shows  a  serious  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  that  it  should  pass 
into  a  law.  1  have  also  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  change 
proposed  will  be  an  important  improvement 
upon  the  law  as  it  at  present  stands;  it 
will  be  an  improvement,  because  it  will 
considerably  lower  the  duties  now  payable 
upon  the  importation  of  corn,  and  diminish 
the  severity  of  the  existing  restrictions 
upon  trade ;  in  itself,  therefore,  as  a  miti- 
gation of  the  evils  of  the  present  law,  the 
change  will  be  valuable,  but  in  my  eyes 
it  is  of  still  greater  value  as  the  first 
step  towards  a  moie  effectual  and  com- 
plete leform  of  the  system  of  our  Corn 
laws.  1  am  persuaded  that  this  repeal  of 
the  art  of  1 828,  by  those  who  have  hitherto 
so  refolulely  defended  it,  will  prove  the 
ronimencement  of  a  progress  towards  a 
better  and  a  wiser  system,  which  nothing 
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on  earth  will  hereafter  have  power  to  ar- 
rest. Sir,  I  admit  that  the  measure  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  will  be  an  improvement 
upon  the  existing  law;  but  the  mistake 
into  which  it  seems  to  me  that  he  has 
fallen,  is  that  of  adhering  to  the  faulty 
principle  of  the  Act  he  proposes  to  abro- 
gate. That  this  act  has,  in  his  judgment, 
practically  failed  is  clear,  both  from  bis 
recommending  its  repeal,  and  from  the 
reasons  which  he  has  assigned  for  doing 
so,  but  I  think  these  reasons  ought  to  have 
led  him  to  go  farther,  and  I  differ  from 
him  in  this,  that  I  think  the  failure  of  the 
act  of  1828  attributable  not  to  any  faults 
in  its  details  which  can  be  corrected  by  the 
bill  now  before  us,  but  to  an  error  in  the 
principle  o  which  it  was  founded,  and  in 
the  object  which  it  was  intended  to  ac- 
complish. The  object  of  the  act  of  1828 
was  to  maintain  a  certain  price  for  corn, 
and  the  increase  of  the  duty  as  the  price 
fell,  and  the  diminution  of  the  duty  as  the 
price  rose,  were  intended  and  expected  to 
prevent  the  rise  or  the  fall  from  going 
beyond  the  limits  within  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  framers  of  the  measure,  it 
was  desirable  that  they  should  be  confined. 
I  say,  sir,  that  in  1828  it  was  avowed  by 
those  who  introduced  and  supported  the 
act  still  in  force  that  this  was  the  object 
which  it  was  intended  to  accomplish ;  in- 
deed, it  would  not  be  easy  to  point  out 
what  other  it  could  have.  But  this  was 
not  an  object  which  Parliament  ought  to 
have  aimed  at  accomplishing ;  Parliament 
steps  out  of  its  proper  province  when  it 
legislates  with  the  view  of  deciding  what 
is  to  be  the  price  of  food  or  of  any  other 
article.  It  is  not  possible — and  if  it  were 
possible,  it  would  not  be  desirable — that 
the  price  of  any  commodities— least  of  all 
of  corn,  should  be  decided  by  Parliament; 
and  to  endeavour,  by  the  machinery  of 
an  act  of  Parliament,  to  prevent  those 
fluctuations  in  the  price  of  corn  which 
must  arise  from  the  variety  of  the  sea- 
sons, is  an  attempt  as  futile,  as  if  it 
could  possibly  succeed,  it  would  be  mis- 
chievous. A  rise  of  price  when  the  pro- 
duce of  the  harvest  is  deficient,  is  the 
means  by  which  economy  of  consumption 
in  pro)K)rtion  to  the  diminished  supply  is 
enforced  upon  the  community,  and  by 
which,  at  the  same  time,  the  former  is 
compensated  for  the  diminished  amount  of 
produce  that  he  has  to  sell,  and  is  thus 
enabled  to  continue  the  cultivation  of  the 
land.     On   the   other  hand,   the   fall  of 
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prico  in  abundant  years  is  the  means  hy 
which  the  blessing  of  plenty  is  extended 
to  all  classes.  Any  attempt,  therefore,  by 
legislative  enactments,  to  enforce  an  un- 
natural equality  of  prices,  can  do  nothing: 
but  harm.  The  only  way  in  which  fluc- 
tuations of  price,  arising  fioni  the  vHriety 
of  the  seasons,  can  advantageously  be 
diminished  is,  by  the  natural  and  un- 
rhfrkcd  t>|>eriition  of  trade.  The  trader,  if 
left  to  himself,  would  purchase  in  cheap 
yearn,  ant]  thus  check  the  fall  of  pricrs, 
whifh  roust  otherwise  result  from  an  un- 
usu.illy  abundant  supply,  whilei  at  the 
sanu;  time,  he  would  accuinulntu  a  stoi  k 
which  would  be  brought  into  the  market 
Willi  advantage  to  all  classes  in  less  abun- 
dant seasons;  and,  in  like  manner,  he 
would  im|>ort  from  foreign  countries  a 
greater  or  a  less  supply  of  corn,  according 
to  what  he  believed  to  be  our  own  wants, 
taking  care,  for  his  own  sake,  that  the 
supply  should  lie  sufficient,  and  yet  not 
redundant.  This  would  be  the  natural 
state  of  things,  if  the  law  did  not  interfere 
with  it;  and  experience  has  shown  that 
the  natural  system,  when  allowed  to  do  so. 
works  with  a  regularity  and  beauty  which 
it  IS  impossible  sufficiently  to  admire,  hi 
the*  whole  order  of  creation  there  is  nothing 
more  marvellous  or  more  striking  than  the 
manner  in  which,  by  the  combined  0|Mfra- 
aiion  of  a  number  of  individusls,  none  of 
whuro,  probably,  bestows  a  thought  upon 
the  |)ub!ic  good — each  seeking  to  promote 
only  his  own  private  and  individual  in- 
terest—  the  supply  of  food  to  a  great  com- 
muiiily    1%    n-guhited.      The    manner    in 
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with  the  order  of  society  appointed  bv 
Providence,  and  with  the  neana  whicii 
Providence  has  established  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  supply  of  food,  ba  roual  attempt 
to  correct  and  improve  what  Pro? idence 
has  established.  It  is  really  quite  eitra- 
ordinary  to  observe  how  slow  we  are  to 
learn  the  folly  and  presumptiou  of  such 
interference.  Within  the  memory  of  many 
now  alive,  the  laws  passed  by  our  anceaton 
against  forestalling  and  regrating  have 
been  enforced,  and  practices  have  bc6« 
solemnly  denounced  from  the  seat  of 
justice  as  mischievous  and  injurious,  which 
every  man  of  ordinary  education  is  oov 
convinced  to  be  not  only  innocent,  bal  of 
the  greatest  advantage  to  society.  We 
now  understand  the  folly  of  auch  ia* 
terfercncc,  so  far  as  the  internal  trade 
of  the  country  is  conccrne<l ;  rreedom  ia 
established  in  that  branch  of  comnMree; 
iMit  with  respect  to  our  foreign  trade  we 
still  obstinately  cling  to  restrictiona  and 
contrivances  framed  in  the  selfsame  spiiil, 
and  characterized  by  like  folly  and  pre- 
sumption with  those  which  we  have  ao 
properly  abandoned.  What  is  the  prin« 
cipic  of  a  varying  scale  of  duties  ?  It 
proceeds  on  the  assumption  that  the 
natural  inducements  to  persooa  eogaged 
in  trade  to  increase  importation  with  aeaff* 
city  and  diminish  it  with  abundance  are 
insufficient  ?  It  is  perfectly  clear  that  if 
we  had  a  rixe<l  dutv,  or  no  dutv  at  all  oa 
corn,  in  eitlier  of  these  casea  the  aal^ia- 
tercst  of  the  merchant  would  induce  Urn 
to  increase  or  diminish  the  supply  aooOfd« 
iug  to  what  he  had  reason  to  believe  wouM 


Mhirh,  wiihoui  waste,  without   intcrrup-  |  be  the  demand  for  the  article.     Bat  the 
tioii,  without  irregularity,  tach  indiviilual  |  presumption  on  which  the  act  of  1828  ii 


founded,  and  upon  which  the  bill  now 
before  the  House  also  proceeds,  ii  thai 
this  natural  inducement  is  not 


of  a  large  ujtiou  is  supplud  with  a  proffer 
poriiuii  of  ftiod,  in  proponion  to  the  sup- 
ply ~thi>  price  varying  in  such  a  manner 
.!<!  to  « nsblf  the  pnHjuctiuii  to  be  con-  j  and  that  it  is  necessary  for  Parlianent  lo 
tinuid,  uiul  at  ihiriaine  time  without  undue  I  itep  in  and  tell  the  merchant  that  ia 
pre«»iirc  on  tiie  euntuuier  -Utc  manner  in  ,  times  of  dcticieitcy  he  shall  not  only  have 
whi<  h  all  theM!  iiiihk;s  t;ike  place  without  the  increase  of  price  naturally  ariainf 
int<^rfvrriire  on  the  p^rt  *'l  any  public  ,  fr(»in  that  circumstance,  but  two  or  three 
auiliunty.  by  the  mere  a;;tnry  of  a  set  of  shillin|;s  a  quarter  arising  from  the  alter- 
irailerf.  4a  unronHiuut  as  ih«?  wheels  of  j  Mtion  of  duties.  And  what  has  been  tha 
ionie  v.i«t  machine  oi  the  result  of  their  |  result  of  this  attempt  to  correct  what  wa 
c*uinl>iiird  u|ieralions,  is  indeed  wonderful ;  have  rashly  concluded  to  be  a  deficieacw 
uuit  the  more  one  rousider«  this  beautiful .  iii  the  arrangements  of  Providence,  and 
meihiiuisin  of  •ocu-iy,  the  inure  niu»l  one  lo  render  mote  certain  the  operationa  of 
l»e  convMired  th^l  it  is  the  apitoiutnient  of,  trade  in  maintaiuiti^  an  equality  of  pricea  ? 
niurrmu  wimJuui.  and  iiiluiite  benevolence.  Why,  iiiticad  of  accomplishmg  our  object 
^ei  ii  i«  wiOi  lint  system  that  man  pre-  wr  have  derjnged  and  ditorganiaed  the 
«uine«,  by  the  i  lunisy  euntrivaiicfs  of  whnlr  ty^ifm  of  irad«<,  and  instead  of  ob* 
legiftJjtiuu,  to  inierfeie;  ainl  nut  laiislied  « taming  that  unnatuial  steadiness  of 
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at  which  we  have  aimed,  we  have  on  the 
contrary  most  injuriously  increased  those 
floctuations  of  price    which    must  take 
place  and  have  deprived  the  country  of 
the  advantage  of  that  natural  correction 
of  either  too  high  or  too  low  prices  which 
trade,  if  left  to  itself,  would  have  afforded 
us.     Such,  Sir,  I  contend,  has  been  the 
operation  of  the  existing  law;   and  as  I 
have  already  observed,  the  measure  now 
before  the  House  still  retains  the  same 
faulty  principle,  although  the  very   fact 
that  it  has  been  brought  forward,  and  the 
nature  of  the  measure  itself  clearly  prove 
that  her  Majesty's  Government  are  aware 
that  the  act  they  propose  to  repeal  has 
worked  in  the  manner  I  have  endeavoured 
to  describe.     What  other   interpretation 
can  be  put  upon  the  reasons  assigned  for 
diminishing   the  rapidity   with    which  as 
compared  with  the  old  law  the  rates  of 
duty  are  now  to  vary,  and   for  the  very 
significant  rests  which  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet has  introduced  into  his  scale  ?     We 
have  been  told,  that  the  object  of  these 
changes  is  to  induce  the  importer  not  to 
look  forward  to  an  increase  of  profit  from 
a  further  reduction  of  duty,  but  to  bring 
his  corn  into  the  market  when  it  is  wanted. 
The  right  hon.   Baronet   proposes,   that 
when  the  price  of  corn  is  between  52s. 
and  55$;  the  duty  should  be  continued  at 
18i.,  in  order  that  the  importer  may  not 
look  to  a  further  rise  in  price,  but  at  once 
bring  his  com  into  the  market.    This  is  a 
perfectly  valid  areumeot.     I  entirely  con 
cur  with  the  right  bon.  Baronet  in  the 
propriety  of  his  decision  upon  that  point ; 
but  if  this  is  a  good  reason  for  keeping 
the  duty  uniform  for  the  interval  between 
52$.  and  665.,  I  wish  to  know  why  it  is 
not  equally  good  for  the  interval  between 
624.  and  60$.     If  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
has  made  these  rests  in  order  to  avoid 
giving  ihe  importer  an  unnatural  motive 
for  holding  back  his  corn  when  a  supply 
is  wanted — if  the  rests  are  introduced  in 
order  to  restore,  to  a  certain  extent,  trade 
to  a  natural  state,  and  to  place  the  trader 
under   the   influence  of    motives  which 
would  operate  upon  him  were  Parliament 
not  to  interfere  at  all — if  the  principle  is 
good  to  the  extent  of  3s.,  why  is  it  not 
good  to  a  still  greater  extent  ?     It  unfor- 
tunately has  not  been  in   my  power  to 
hear  the  debates  on  the  earlier  stages  of 
the  bill,  but  in  reading  the  reports  of  them 
I  have  seen  no  reason  assigned  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  for  going  so  far  and  no 


farther  towards  the  adoption  of  a  sounder 
and  wiser  system  —  for  going  half  way 
down  the  hill,  and  then  perversely  stopping 
without  proceeding  to  the  bottom.  I 
should  like  to  bear  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  why  the  principle  on  which  he 
has  acted,  if  good,  is  not  carried  out  to  its 
just  and  legitimate  conclusions?  Aa  far 
as  I  can  understand  the  reasons  assigned 
for  the  course  proposed,  they  are  these; 
it  is  said,  that  agriculture  requires  protec- 
tion, but  that  the  duties  imposed  with  thia 
view  upon  the  main  article  of  food,  cannot 
be  maintained  when  the  price  rises  to  a 
certain  amount;  and  that,  as  a  compen- 
sation to  the  farmer  for  the  loss  of  the 
protection  to  which  he  is  fairly  entitled  in 
times  of  scarcity,  you  will  impose  higher 
duties  than  would  otherwise  be  advisable 
on  foreign  corn  in  times  of  plenty.  This, 
as  1  understand  it,  is  the  argument  on  the 
other  side.  Before  1  proceed  to  consider 
it,  1  must  in  the  first  place  declare,  that 
for  one  1  protest  against  the  use  of  the 
word  '*  protection"  in  this  sense;  it  is  an 
absurdity  unsuited  to  the  age  in  which  we 
live.  Protection  to  agriculture  and  other 
branches  of  industry  ?  The  only  protec- 
tion to  which,  in  my  mind,  they  are  to- 
titled,  or  which  they  require,  is  that  whieh 
secures  to  every  roan  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  his  own  honest  industry — which 
guards  him  against  being  deprived  by 
others,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  the  pro- 
duce of  his  labour.  This  is  the  only  pro- 
tection which  I  will  ever  acknowledge  to 
be  due  to  agriculture  or  any  other  branch 
of  national  industry,  and  it  is  an  abuse  of 
language,  when  under  the  name  of  protec- 
tion, you  give  to  one  particular  class  of 
the  community  the  power  of  saying  to 
their  fellow  subjects — *'  You  shall  buv 
those  things  which  we  produce,  though 
they  may  be  dearer  or  worse  than  similar 
articles  which  you  could  purchase  else  where, 
you  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  make  the  most 
of  your  industry,  and  the  produce  of  your 
labour — you  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  ex- 
change that  which  you  produce  in  the 
manner  most  advantageous  to  you.**  I 
for  one  think,  that  in  this  House  it  has 
been  too  long  the  fashion,  even  when  our 
measures  have  been  in  the  right  direction, 
to  want  the  courage  plainly  and  distinctly 
to  maintain  the  principles  of  free- trade, 
and  to  repudiate  the  doctrine  of  what  is 
called  *'  protection  ; "  but  I  am  persuaded 
the  time  is  now  come ;  and  I  am  rejoiced 
to  find  that  my  noble  Friend^  the  Member 


319 


Comlawi-^  {COMMONS}  Imforiaiwi  BiU^       StO 


for  TivertOD,  has  acted  upon  the  same 
conviction,  when  these  principles  ought  to 
be  maintained  boldly  and  without  reserve. 
For  my  owu  part  I  have  never  held  lan- 
guage different  from  that  which  I  hold 
now, — namely,  that  the  only  legislative 
protection  that  British  industry  requires  is, 
to  be  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  its  labour.  Such  a  protection 
has  nothing  in  common  with  the  principle 
of  allowmg  one  clasi  of  British  subjects 
to  impose  a  heavy  tax  upon  all  other 
classes.  But  when  1  suy  this,  1  think  it 
right  to  guard  myself  agoinst  its  being 
supposed  that  I  aim  at  the  total  repeal  of 
all  duties  on  corn.  Such  a  measure  is  not 
that  which  it  has  ever  been  my  opinion 
that  we  ought  to  adopt.  I  have  stated 
what  I  think  should  be  the  principle  of 
our  legislation,  but  1  have  never  denied 
that,  in  adopting  this  principle,  caution  is 
necessary.  Looking  at  the  necessity  of 
raising  a  large  public  revenue,  and  lookinir 
to  the  peculiar  burdens  that  weigh  upon 
land,  1  think  it  would  be  upon  the  whole 
expedient,  that  a  moderate  duty  should  be 
imposed  u|>on  corn;  but  then  it  muHi, 
indeed,  be  a  moderate  duty,  for  if  the 
alternative  were  proposed  to  me  of  choos- 
ing between  the  scale  fixed  by  the  present 
bill,  and  a  total  repeal  of  all  duties,  though 
I  think  both  objectionable,  yet  1  should 
not  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  choose  total 
repeal.  Bui  to  return  to  the  reasons 
assigned  for  this  measure,  which  I  was 
considering;  I  am  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment. Willing  to  assume,  ihut  what  is 
called  protection  it  «luc  lo  agriculture — 
thjl  to  some  extent  a  ro%tri(*(iun  should 
be  ini|Hi4ed  on  the  import jiiou  of  fureign 
corn ;  but  if  so,  I  see  no  reason  why  that 
protection  should  not  lie  ef|uaily  due  in 
years  of  insufficient  harvests,  when  the 
farmer  has  already  bec'n  a  sufferer  bv  the 
partial  failure  of  the  produce  of  hi*  land. 
If  l.'U.  is  a  sufficient  protection  when 
wheat  is  at  an  averd};e  price  of  6()s.,  why 
should  that  protection  fall  to  Is.  when  the 
farmer  is  visited  with  an  in*uflicient  har- 
vrst,  or  «»hy  should  a  duty  of  *20i.  be 
ni-cessary  when  wheat  i«  at  .Oni.  a  quarter. 
Kvf-n  u|K»ii  your  own  principle  of  protec-  : 
tion,  I  ojunut  undentand  the  justice  of 
this  arranKcmcot.  I  am  aware,  that  it , 
has  been  urged  as  an  argument  in  favour 
fif  the  principle  of  lowering  the  duty  as 
the  piK-e  of  coin  ris«-s — an  ar;;ument ' 
which  I  nm  sorrv  \\as  received  some  •.-oun- 
lenance  from  my  auble  h'neiid  near  oie 


(Lord  J.  Russell),  I  know,  I  aay,  ihaC  it 
has  been  urged,  that  it  would  be  impot- 
sible  to  maintain  the  duty  when  the  price 
of  corn  rises  to  any  unusual  height.  Thb 
may  be  a  plausible  argument,  but  befoiv  I 
admit  its  force,  it  must  be  ihown  to  ne 
that  the  fall  in  the  duty,  as  the  atreregef 
rise,  is  attended  by  any  real  benefit  to  the 
consumer.  I  believe,  the  efTect  of  a  re- 
mission of  duty  in  this  manner,  so  far  m 
regards  relief  to  the  consumer,  to  be  alto- 
gether nugatory  and  delusive.  I  have 
never  heard,  that  any  tax  is  found  fault 
with  because  it  is  productive  to  Ibe  Exehe- 
({Iter,  It  is  only  to  the  burden  it  imposes 
upon  the  consumer,  that  an  objection  caa 
be  made,  and  if  the  burden  must  be  borne, 
there  would  be  no  sense  in  rejecting  the 
advantage  of  the  income  it  may  produce. 
Now,  Sir,  I  contend  that  although  the 
revenue  is  certainly  sacrificed  by  the  fiill 
of  the  duty,  as  the  price  of  com  ritea* 
experience  has  shown  that  this  reduetioo 
is  attended  by  no  benefit  to  the  coDtUBcr. 
The  fall  of  duty,  instead  of 


the  price  charged  to  the  consumer,  it 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  increased  ea- 
pcnscs  on  importation,  and  the  rise  of  priea 
in  all  the  markets  within  the  iamediaie 
reach  of  our  merchants,  occasioned  by  our 
system  of  varying  duties,  which  makea  k 
necessary  whenever  the  averages  reach  a 
certain  |)oint,  to  introduce  a  supply  in  iIm 
shortest  possible  time,  without  resorting 
to  distant  markets,  or  waiting  to  make  tha 
most  economical  arrangements  for  the  ia* 
pi>rtation  uf  corn  from  those  which  ara 
nearer,  lest  time  should  be  given  Cor  the 
avera)*cs  agjin  to  fall,  and  the  duly  eon* 
se(|uently  to  rise.  I  wish  to  avoid,  aa 
much  us  I  can,  going  over  the  same  around 
which  has  been  already  travelled  over 
during  these  debates,  and  I  will  not,  ihcre* 
fore,  attempt  to  show  more  in  detail,  horn 
compirtely  the  supposed  benefit  to  tka 
consumer  from  the  reduction  of  the  dnty^ 
at  the  averages  rise,  is  neutralised  by  tka 
increased  cost  of  obtaining  supplies  vlwa 
wanted,  in  consequence  of  tlie  unccfftainly 
a«  to  the  time  for  which  the  low  rataa  m 
duty  may  be  chargeable,  but  in  cooiider* 
ing  the  effect  of  the  scale  of  diminiabuig 
duties  u|ioii  the  interest  of  theconaaner. 
there  is  another  fact,  which  is  of  too 
much  im (tor 1 4 nee  to  be  passed  by* 
f.ict  lo  which  I  advert,  is  that  under 
ration  of  our  present  Corn-law,  thcttocka 
of  corn  III  hand  at  the  time  of  liarveaara 
very  materially  diiuinislicd  from  what  tlM| 
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fomwrl;  "ere.  ThU  change  ii  easily 
accounted  for ;  the  effect  of  our  varying 
dutiei  ii  to  reader  the  trade  in  corn  to  full 
of  hazard,  to  give  it  w  much  the  character 
of  a  gambling  ipecnlation,  ai  to  have  coro- 
pelted  alt  penoni  of  prudent  and  Heady 
tiabit*  either  to  ahandoa  it,  or  to  confine 
their  operation!  to  comparatively  ihort 
periods,  thni  the  trade  it  crippled  and  con- 
fined, and  prevented  from  performing  ita 
proper  office  of  accuronlaling  in  plentiful 
year!  a  Hock  to  meet  the  deficiency  of  leu 
tbundant  harveiln.  I  need  not  attempt  to 
point  out  lo  the  Houie  how  much  more 
■everely  the  efiect  of  an;  deficiency  in  the 
harvest  moat  be  felt  now  that  it  is  the 
bahit  lo  have  little  more  corn  in  hand  than 
is  required  to  carry  us  through  the  year, 
than  it  would  he,  were  it  stilfthe  practice 
to  hare  beforehand,  at  the  time  of  harvest, 
a  supply  sufiBcient  for  Reveral  monlhi. 
Now,  Sir,  the  fact  that  there  has  been 
such  a  change  in  the  habit  of  the  country 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  stock  of  corn  in 
band  at  the  time  of  harvest,  restaupon  au> 
tboriiy  which  will  hardly  be  disputed. 
The  high  authority  to  which  1  refer  is 
that  of  the  report  of  a  Committee  of  this 
House  drawn  up  by  the  right  bon.  Ba- 
ronet opposite,  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
(he  Home  Department  In  the  report  of 
the  Agricultural  Committee  of  1833,  there 
is  (his passage:— 

"  Bat  the  dimioiilied  annaal  growth  of  wheal 
cannot  be  considered  span  from  the  amount 
of  the  stock  OD  hand;  and  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Jacob  DD  this  subject  is  no  leu  ilrikiDg  than 
important,  especially  since  his  general  view  Is 
confirmed  by  the  local  experience  of  occupy- 
ing fsrtners  thrnughnul  England." 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  by  readiog 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Jacob  here  referred 
to,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  will  admit,  that  I  am  correctly 
giving  its  anhKance,  when  I  say,  that  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Jacob  thus  adopted  and 
confirmed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and 
the  Committee  over  which  he  presided, 
was  to  the  effect,  that  before  the  passing 
of  the  act  of  1815,  there  was  asually  in 
the  bands  nf  farmers  and  traders  at  the 
tine  of  harvest,  a  atock  of  old  coin,  equal 
to  a  aiz  rooDlhs*  coniuroplion  ;  but  that 
since  that  time,  and  especially  since  the 
Act  of  1828,  there  had  seldom  been  a 
atock  in  the  country  at  harvest  time,  equal 
totha  coDSumptioDof  one  month.*    Such 

*  The  importance  of  the  fact  which  I  bav« 
bcre  meolioned  on  the  antfamitj  of  Mr.  Jacob, 
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being  the  case,  it  is  not  difficult  to  vnder- 
stand  why  it  is  that  the  fall  in  the  rate  of 
duty  as  the  price  rises,  is  wholly  nugatory 
as  a  means  of  relief  to  (he  consumer,  for 
the  proof  that  it  does  so  fail  to  afford  re- 
lief, I  might  appeal  to  all  the  experience 
we  have  had  since  the  pasilng  of  the  law, 
hut  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  by  going 
any  farther  back  than  to  the  last  year.  In 
the  autumn  of  laat  year,  corn  rose  to  a 
frightful  price,  I  mean  the  com  required 
for  immediate  consumption,  immediately 
before  harvest.  The  last  harvest,  the 
House  may  remember,  was  a  late  one; 
not  extraordinarily  so,  but  stilt  it  was 
decidedly  a  late  harvest ;  and  so  com- 
pletely had  consumption  exhausted  the 
stock  OD  hand — so  entirely  had  our  grana- 
1  swept  out,  that  there  waa  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  meeting  the  demand 
of  ibe  consumer.  And  here  I  must  beg  to 
observe,  that  the  averages,  as  published  in 
Ihe  Gazette,  offer  a  very  insufficiant  crite- 
'  ~  by  which  to  judge  of  the  real  price  of 
grain.  In  the  South  of  England,  the  sea- 
son was  an  exceedingly  wet  one,  a  great 
deal  of  com  was  damaged,  and  much  bad 
corn  was  offered  for  sale  at  the  markets  in 
that  part  of  the  conntry,  and,  of  course, 
had   the    effect   of    depressing   apparent 

E rices,  as  shown  by  the  Oaxette,  hence 
efore  the  averages,  bad  risen  so  as  to  en- 
courage  the  entry  of  foreign  corn  in  the 
North  of  England,  the  real  price  of  good 
corn  for  immediate  use  rose  to  a  frightful 
height.  By  a  memorandum  furnished  to 
me  by  a  gentleman,  on  whose  authority  I 
can  place  (he  most  perfect  reliance,  it  ap- 
pears that,  on  onemarket  day, at  Richmond, 
In  Yorkshire,  as  mnch  as  I2f.a  bushel, or 
96t.  a  quarter,  had  been  paid  for  good 
wheat:  and  at  Darlington  and  at  New- 
caslle-on-Tyne,  about  ihe  same  time,  the 
price  was  as  high  as  84f.  a  quarter.  These 
were  not  the  prices  of  fancy  parcels  chosen 
for  seed,  which  are  often  paid  for  at  an 
extravagant  rale,  but  these  prices  bad 
been  paid  for  wheat  bought  btmdjide  for 
mediate  consumption.  I  know  also 
im  farmers,  that  in  the  part  of  Nortbnm- 
tierland,  where  I  myself  reside,  prices,  not 
equal  to  those  I  have  just  mentioned,  but 
iilll  exorbitantly  high  for  that  district, 
were  given  for  wheat.  At  such  prices, 
the  consumption  of  wheaten  bread  by  Ihe 
working  classes  was  practically  prohibited. 


confirmed  by  that  of  Sir  James  Grahass  and 
the  Agricultural  Committee,  will  be  mote 
M 


82S  Com-Iowi—  {COMMONS}         /mporlaHon  BiO—         114 


•nd  certain  to  be  brought  into  tho  mnrkil 
within  two  or  three  weeks.  Nov»  Sirp 
when  I  lee  that  tbia  is  the  effect  of  tho 
varying  scale  of  duties,  I  aay,  that  it  ia  n 
delusion  to  lallc  of  the  redociioo  of  tho 
duty  under  that  scale  when  the  avengea 
rise  as  a  boon  to  the  consumer^  it  would 
be  far  better  for  him  to  pay,  even  in  aen- 
sons  of  scarcity,  a  moderate  fixed  daty, 
because  such  a  duty  would  not  intorfiMV 
with  ihe  natural  operations  of  trade,  and 
trade  if  left  to  itself,  would  gnaranieo  aa 
airainst  the  recurrence  of  anch  a  atato  of 
things  as  I  have  just  described;  I  an 
persuaded,  that  with  a  fixed  duty,  pricca 
cciuld  not  rise  as  high  as  under  the  exialp 

other  occaiioning  a  heavy  pressort  upon  the 
country^  the  burden  will  be  as  great  aa  if 


Working  men  have  themselves  told  me, 
that  at  the  price  corn  tlien  bore  in  North- 
umberland and  Durham,  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  consume  wheaten  bread,  and 
that  they  had  been  forced  to  confine  them- 
selves  to  potatoes,  barley,  and  other  sub- 
stitutes. To  show  more  completely  the 
injurious  effect  of  the  system  upon  the 
consumer,  and  how  little  real  advantage 
he  gets  from  the  diminishing  scale  of 
duties,  it  is  only  neceuary  to  remind  the 
House,  that  while  this  state  of  things 
existed,  at  the  very  time  this  severe  pres- 
sure was  weighing  on  the  consumer,  there 
were  neai  two  millions  of  quarters  of  wheat 
in  our  warehouses  under  lock  and  key, 

clearly  uoderttood,  if  we  consider  for  a  mo- 
nent  the  very  different  effecti  which  a  Rhurt 

crop  rouit  hiive  upon  the  country  in  the  oppo-  with    a    harvest   equal  to  our  coosnapliow, 

liie  cases,  of  our  having  habitually  a  lar|^e  or  \  we  were  suddenly  called  upon   to  raise  bj 
a  small  stock  of  wheat  on  hand  at  the  time  of ,  taxes  a  sum  of  5,000,000/.  to  be  seat  as   a 

harvest.     A  deficiency  of  10  per  cent  in  llic  subsidy   to  some   foreign  power.      In  point 

harvest  is  one  of  no  unusual  occurrence  (the  of    fact,  in    the   present    stale  of  the  eoni- 

deficiency  of  the  crop  of  183H  is  reckoned  by  irude.  there  is    reason   to   halieve,  that    lilt 

Mr.  Tooke  at  '^5  per  cent,  or  th^t  of  an  ordi-  whole    of   my   deficiency  in   the   harvtil   Im 

iijry  year) ;  and  if  we  suppose,  that  in  average  made   up   partly  by  economy   of  conanip" 

years  we  produce  enougii,  or  niarly  enough  tion    enforced    by    liii{h    pricesi    and    partQf 

wheat  for  uur   own  con>unipiion,  it  wil,  of  by    iin|)oriation.      Such   null   be   the  afleci 

course,  follow,  that  a  crop  short  to  this  e&tent  of  a  ^liorl  crop  when  there  i«  habitually  not 

will  create  a  deficiency  e<]ual  to  the  ordinary  more  corn  in  the  country  than  is  necessary 

consumption  of  one-tenth  of  a  year,  or  alwut  to  carry  us  ufely  over  uom  one  harrast  to 

thuiy-sii  days.     In  the  existing  stale  of  the  I  another;  let  us  next  consider  what  wonid  W 

urn  trade,  which  leaves  in  the  country  little  the  effect  of  aa  equal  deBciency  in  Ihe  haivaat 

more  wheal  than   is  absolutely  required  to  if  we  were  in  the  habit  of  having  a  aia  moMka 

carrv  us  over  from  one  harvest  to  another,  the  j  stuck  beforehand,  as  Mr.  Jacob  ttatas  in  havo 

whole  of  tins  deficiency  must  be  met  by  inipor-  .  been  the  ca»e  before  1815.     Under  801 

laliun  and  by  increased  economy  of  cnnsump-  curostancea,  a  short  crop  would  still,  no 

tion  enforced  by   a  rise  of  price.     But  ^nch  occasion  a  ri«e  of  prices,  and  as  a  consequei 

i-ffbrls  are  made  by  persons    nf  all  ranks  in  of  that  rl^e,  t'conomy  of  consumption,  and  aa 

keep   up   their   accustomed   consumption   of  increased  importation  of  foreign  wheal;  bvt 

foou,  that  a  forced  diniinution  of  it  to  any  thest*  effects  would  be  produc«d  to  eompai^ 

large  amount,  can  only  hv  brought  alnjut  by  a  tivdy  a  wry  small  extent ;  the  rise  of  prtoaa 

very  considerable  rise  in  the  prict:  of  wheat,  would  be  checketl  by  tha  inartascd  isNlno^ 

occasioning,  of  courie,  great  di»iress  tu  the  n«ni  it  would  give  to  the  holden  of  eom,  to 

poorer  r|j«»es.     On  the  other  hand,  if  the  d«--  bring  it  into  the  market,  and  thus  Iha  daftci* 

firiency  is  lobe  met  by  imnorlation,  reckonmi;  ency  would  mainly  be  met  by  drawing  oa  iba 

the  annual  consumption  of  the  I'nited  King-  %t<Kk  in  hand  previously  maintained;  pettepa 

dom  at  74.000,000  of  quartern  (the  most  mm-  fuur  out  of  the  five  weeks,  consumption,  mt 

tnnn  by    received  estimate)  the  quaniity  r«-  ,  wbirh  1  have  sup)>osed  the  crop  to  ba 

quire«l  Will  be  2. 400,000  quarters  or  mure  than  would  l»e  thus  supplied,  and  we  mul 

was  vnirred  for  home  consumption  even  during  have  siv  following  years  of  squally  di' 

last  year.     It  i«  obviously  ini|Mi«»iMe.  that  so  crops  before  the  slock  in  hano  would  ba 

lar{;e  an  importation  can  lake  pLire  without  hausicd.     Ii  is  hardly  necessary  to 

gre  jtly  raising  the  price  of  corn  in  the  ports  of  that  it  i*  eace^-dingly  improbable  that  Ibff  aa 

shipment  abroad;  the  sum,  therefore,  which  in  any  \  ears  following  we  shouki  have  deidflBl 

would   have  to  be  paid  by  this  rouniry  to  I  trop*,  it  ii  much  more  likely  that  in  soma  aC 

foreign   nations  ( including  the  price   of  ihe  ]  them  we  should  have  abundant  harvests. 


com,  iii.d  the  frti,;hi,  and  ch-trges  payable  to  ■  thr  Mock  in  hand,  uiHler  a  system  of  tcgwiat 
the  foreign  shipowner) cannot  be  caitulatrtl  4I  !  trade,  would  Im*  a|fain  replenitkad,  and  ikm 
a  lu:iii-r  amount,  than  ffom  fire  to  six  millions,  ;  purchases  made  wiih  this  view,  would  ba  ■• 
and  it  itqiiiies  no  argumtni  to  show  tlut  w-  ^  less  a  irlief  to  th«  farmer,  than  Ike  dimfta  ba* 
cannot  effrct  tn  lar);e  a  payment  out  of  the  rr-  fure  inaJe  un  the  stock  in  hand  wooU  knvo 
gwlar  courae  of  trade,  aa  an  eatraondmary  and  .  previously  been  to  the  conMimer," 
pactad  desMid,  mibovt  in  some  way  or  | 
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ing  law.  Bat  grant  that  inch  might  not 
prove  to  be  the  case,  tapposing  ereo  that 
•ome  eitraordinary  combination  of  cir> 
cumitancet  should  raise  prices  to  so  ei- 
iravagsnt  a  heieht  as  to  make  it  necessary 
in  some  special  emergency  to  remit  the 
duty 9  I  see  no  reason  why  Parliament 
should  not  interfere  for  that  purpose  by 
some  express  measure,  or  how  it  can 
be  inferred  from  that  admission  that  we 
ought  to  have  a  permanent  law,  providing 
that  the  duty  should  always  be  reduced 
when  the  price  of  corn  reached  a  certain 
height.  In  1800  and  1801,  Parliament 
in  its  wisdom  thought  it  necessary  to  offer 
a  bounty  on  the  importation  of  com. 
Whether  judiciously  or  not,  is  not  now 
the  question ;  but  because  Parliament  then 
thought  such  a  measure  necessary  under 
the  pressure  of  extreme  dearth,  did  any 
one  think  that  it  would  have  been  wise  to 
pass  a  permanent  act,  offering  a  boonty 
on  the  importation  of  corn  whenever  the 
price  should  rise  to  120i.  a  quarter?  No 
one  would  have  made  such  a  proposal ;  it 
would  have  been  seen  at  once  that  such  a 
law,  instead  of  averting  the  difficulties  of 
dearth  would  have  produced  them  by  en- 
couraging speculators  to  hold  back  their 
importations  whenever  the  price  of  com 
approached  the  point  at  which  the  bounty 
was  to  be  paid.  In  the  hope  that  the  extra* 
vmgaot  price  might  be  reached,  at  which 
they  would  be  entitled  to  receive  it.  In 
this  case,  whatever  advantage  may  have 
been  derived  from  granting  the  bounty, 
depended  upon  its  being  a  special  and 
extraordinary  measure,  and  in  like  manner 
it  may  be  admitted  that  a  remission  of 
the  duties  chargeable  on  the  importation 
of  com,  if  granted  under  special  circum- 
stances, might  possibly  relieve  the  con- 
sumer; but  it  Qoes  not  therefore  follow 
that  any  benefit  to  him  will  result  from 
the  reduction  of  these  duties  under  the 
operation  of  what  is  called  the  sliding- 
scale.  Such  a  reduction  for  the  reasons 
I  have  stated,  I  must  contend  to  be  alto- 
getber  nugatory,  as  an  advantage  to  the 
consumer;  but  at  the  same  time  I  am 
prepared  to  argue,  that  it  is  roost  injurious 
to  the  farmer.  It  is  injurious  to  the  farmer, 
not  because  it  prevents  him  from  obtain- 
ing a  high  price  for  his  corn  when  there 
is  a  deficiency,  but  because  in  very  abun- 
dant years,  this  sute  of  the  law  keeps  the 
trader  out  of  the  market  and  prevents  him 
from  stepping  in  to  relieve  the  British  grower 
by  pvffcbasiag  bit  sarplM^  and  at  tbe  sasat 


tiflse  making  provision  against  a  future 
deficiency.  This  is  the  raect  of  the  ex- 
isting  law,  because  it  holds  out  a  pros- 
pect of  greater  profit  from  apecolating  in 
foreign  than  in  British  com.  In  the 
committee  of  1836,  it  was  proved  by  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  persons  of  the 
most  opposite  opinions,  of  the  advocates 
as  well  as  the  opponents  of  the  existing 
Com-law,  that  under  that  law  there  is  a 
tendency  to  invest  the  capital  employed 
in  the  corn-trade,  rather  in  foreign  than 
in  British  corn.  Thus,  a  most  serious 
injury  is  inflicted  upon  the  British  farmer, 
and  be  finda  that  even  the  prohibitory 
duties  of  cheap  yeara  cannot  prevent  a 
most  ruinous  fall  in  the  price  of  his  pro- 
duce. The  right  hoo.  Baronet  has  now 
acknowledged  that  this  is  true,  and  that 
the  farmer  cannot  be  guaranteed  against 
very  low  prices  in  abundant  years.  This 
is  now  acknowledged,  but  though  the 
high  duties  levied  when  the  averages  are 
low,  cannot  prevent  a  great  fall  of  price 
in  abundant  seasons,  they  inflict  neverthe- 
less a  gnrievoua  injury  on  the  consumer, 
not  by  keeping  up  the  price  in  times  of 
plenty,  but  because  by  their  effect  he  is 
deprived  of  the  resources  which  in  times 
of  an  opposite  character,  a  regular  trade 
would  have  placed  within  his  reach ;  they 
deter  merchants  from  making  provision 
beforehand  for  an  unuaual  demand,  ao 
that  when  such  a  demand  arises,  the 
means  of  meeting  it  are  in  fact  limited  to 
those  afforded  by  the  nearest  markets 
where  the  price  ia  speedily  raised,  because 
the  competition  of  countries  at  a  greater 
distance  ia  practically  excluded  by  the 
uncertainty  of  the  law.  Hence,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  this  uncertainty  is  m 
reality  a  greater  burden  upon  the  commu- 
nity than  the  imposition  of  even  a  heavy 
duty,  which  being  fixed  in  its  amount, 
would  not  interfere  with  the  regular  ope- 
ration of  trade.  Such,  Sir,  are  the 
grounda  upon  which  I  have  long  come  to 
the  conclusion,  that  the  principle  of  the 
existing  Corn-law  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  adheres  in  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  is  essentially  unsound,  and  I  can- 
not but  express  the  deep  regret  with 
which  I  see  that  the  present  Session  is 
likely  to  pass  away  without  our  effecting 
a  more  complete  improvement  in  our 
policy  upon  this  important  subject.  I 
am  persuaded  that  this  delay  in  accom- 
plishing a  real  reform  in  the  system  of 
our  Coro-lawB  (foi  H  is  only  the  pgel* 
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Knemenf  of  a  reform  which  cannot  terj 
ig  be  deferred)  if  pregnant  with  danger 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
Among  the  reasons  which  render  it  ex- 
pedient that  this  question  should  be 
settled  with  the  least  possible  delay  one 
of  the  strongest,  is  that  afforded  by  the 
distress  under  which  the  country  is  now 
admitted  to  labour.  Unfortunately,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  as  to  either  the  existence 
or  the  severity  of  this  distress ;  all  parties 
are  agreed  in  admitting  it  to  be  intense, 
and  in  admiring  the  patience  with  which 
the  people  have  borne  their  sufferings,  a 
patience  which  addst  if  possible,  to  their 
claim  upon  the  House  for  any  relief  which 
it  is  in  our  power  to  afford.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  in  submitting  to  the  House 
the  bill  now  before  us,  fairly  stated,  that 
he  did  not  recommend  the  measure  as  a 
means  of  relievmg  the  existing  distress. 
[Sir  R,  Peel:  Not  to  give  immediate 
relief.]  Yes,  not  as  a  means  of  affording 
immediate  relief,  and  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  then  proceeded  to  argue  that 
this  admission  afforded  no  valid  ground 
for  objecting  to  his  proposal,  because  the 
existing  distress  is  not,  as  he  contends, 
attributable  to  the  Corn-law,  and  could 
not  by  any  pouible  change  of  that  law  be 
immediately  removed.  Sir,  it  is  my  moat 
aniioas  wish  not  to  overstate  the  argu- 
ment; I  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  which  1 
ahould  be  ashamed  to  neglect,  to  avoid  on 
a  topic  of  this  exciting  nature,  anything 
in  the  shape  of  exaggeration.  I  am 
bound,  therefore,  to  say,  that  I  so  far 
concur  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ai 
to  entertain  great  doubt  whether  any 
measure  which  it  is  m  the  power  of  the 
House  to  adopt,  would  operate  as  an 
immediate  cure  for  the  distress  that  now 
prevails.  I  also  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  m  thinking  that  the 
Com- laws  are  certainly  not  the  only,  and 
perhaps  not  the  principal,  cause  of  that 
Uistreu.  So  far,  then,  I  at  once  would 
say  I  concur  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. But  I  an  at  the  same  time  bound 
to  add,  in  the  same  spirit  of  candour, 
that  It  does  appear  to  me,  that  the  dis- 
tress under  which  the  people  are  now 
suffering,  although  it  may  have  partly  or 
mainly  arisen  frooi  other  causes,  has,  at 
least,  been  considerably  aggravated  by 
the  exitting  Corn-law,  and  I  am  also 
persuaded,  that  of  all  the  measures  which 
it  1%  in  the  power  of  the  llouie  to  adopt, 
to  prevent  a  rccurrcoce  of  thai  distress, 


and  to  promote  that  return  to  proapertty 
of  which  I,  in  common  with  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  by  no  means  despair,  none  it  to 
likely  to  be  efficacious  as  a  completa 
reform  of  the  Corn-laws.  I  think  thai 
this  is  a  conclusion  to  be  deduced  at  a» 
inference  necessarily  and  ineaistibly  Ibl- 
lowing  from  argumenia  which  have  been 
used,  and  the  admissions  which  have  bceo 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  hiou 
self,  and  by  others  who  have  adopted 
similar  views,  as  to  the  cauiea  of  Um 
distress.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  anoBf 
the  causes  of  distress  that  have  been  ena* 
merated  by  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  were  these— bad  harveata— -flucton- 
tions  in  the  value  of  the  currency,  and 
over  speculation  and  production.  Nov, 
I  am  ready  to  admit,  that  theae  throo 
causes  have  contributed  materially  to  iho 
distress.  With  respect  to  bad  oarveala. 
it  is  impossible  but  that  in  every  atato  of 
society  they  should,  more  or  lets,  prodnoo 
suffering.  In  a  country,  indeed,  which, 
like  Kngland,  has  arrived  at  a  high  pilch 
of  civilization,  the  effect  doea  not  ahov 
itself  so  clearly  as  in  a  nation  that  it  in  a 
ruder  and  less  complicated  state  of  todeiy. 
Still  it  is  impossible  that  there  can  bo  a 
considerable  diminution  in  the  aanoal 
return  derived  from  the  capital  and  labow 
employed  in  agriculture  without  a  oomo- 
ponding  amount  of  privation  beiaf  ia 
some  •hape  or  other  imposed  on  tha 
people.  There  being  leat  prodact,  thoia 
is,  of  course,  less  to  be  divklcd,  aad 
greater  exertions  must  be  made  by  tha 
()eople  to  obtain  the  supply  they  vaaL 
But  if  the  arguments  I  have  addreaacd  la 
the  House  as  to  the  effect  of  the  Connlav 
upon  the  trade  in  corn  are  true,  it  it  clear 
that  the  sufferings  produced  by  bad 
harvests  must  be  greatly  aggravated  by 
the  existing  system.  So  with  retpcct  la 
riurtuationi  in  the  value  of  the  enrrcocy, 
if  these  have  lieen  one  of  the  caoaaa  il 
(he  distress,  can  it  be  said,  that  the  Coni* 
law  has  had  no  influence  in  prodacia^ 
this  distress,  when  it  is  noiorioaa  that  ila 
efft'ct  in  preventing  a  regular  trade,  nad 
in  producing  a  sudden  demand  for  balliaa 
to  pay  fur  corn  has,  in  the  opinion  of  all 
who  are  most  competent  to  fern  n  jadg» 
ment  upon  the  subject,  been  a  caata  of 
great  difiirulty  and  danger  to  tha  Baak 
of  Kngland,  the  principal  regulator  of  oar 
currency.  With  regard  to  the  laal  aiea 
tinned  caute  of  diatrest,  that  upoa  vhiehs 
at  It  appeara  to  ne,  the  grealMt 


M 


di§ 


Second 


{March  d} 


Reading, 


330 


been  laid  by  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
tide— namely,  over  speculation  and  over 
production,  I  presume,  when  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  talk  of  over- 
speculation  and  over-production  — >  all 
they  mean  to  say  is,  that  there  has 
been  over-production  in  certain  par- 
ticular branches  of  trade  and  manu- 
factures. It  will  never,  I  suppose,  be 
contended,  that  the  people  suffer  distress 
because  the  country  in  general  has  been 
too  industrious,  and  because  too  much 
capital  and  too  much  labour  have  been 
productively  employed — in  short,  that 
distress  and  poverty  are  the  results  of  the 
country  being  too  rich.  This  would  be  a 
contradiction  in  terms,  and  an  absurdity 
which  it  never  can  have  been  the  intention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  utter.  1, 
therefore,  apprehend  that  I  cannot  be 
mistaken  in  saying,  that  the  correct  inter- 
pretation of  the  right  hon.  (jentleman*s 
argument  is,  that  there  has  been  a  misdi- 
rection of  the  productive  power  of  the 
country,  and  over-activity  in  particular 
branches  of  trade;  not  that  there  has 
been  too  much  energy,  skill,  and  activity 
generally.  If  this  is  a  correct  representation 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  argument,  I 
entirely  concur  with  him  in  his  opinion. 
No  doubt,  it  is  perfectly  true,  that  much 
of  the  existing  distress  has  arisen  from 
misdirection  of  capital.  But  if  so,  does  it 
follow  irresistibly ;  is  it  not  a  strictly  logi- 
cal inference  from  the  fact,  that  such 
over- speculation  and  production  have  been 
one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  distress, 
that  the  best  and  indeed  the  only  cure 
which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  ap- 
ply, is,  to  remove  the  restrictions  on  trade, 
and  especially  upon  the  trade  in  corn, 
which  have  forced  the  capital  and  industry 
of  the  country  out  of  their  natural  and 
most  productive  channels  ?  If  misdirec- 
tion and  mistakes  in  the  employment  of 
capital  and  labour  have  been  the  causes  of 
distress,  then  I  would  say,  guard  against 
the  future  recunence  of  that  distress  by 
the  abrogation  of  the  laws  which  have 
prevented  capital  and  labour  from  falling 
into  their  natural  channels,  and  being 
applied  in  the  manner  which  would  be 
most  productive*  This,  I  contend,  is  the 
legitimate  inference  from  the  statements 
and  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
But  upon  this  point  there  is  another  ob- 
servation to  which  it  is  material  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House*  Having  admitted, 
that  there  bu  bc«n  ofer-apeculatioQ  and 


over-production  in  the  sense  in  which  I 
have  used  the  words,  I  wish  to  appeal  to 
any  hon.  Gentleman  acquainted  with  the 
actual  state  of  affairs  in  the  nation  at  the 
present  moment,  and  I  would  ask,  whether 
the  misdirection  and  the  errors  to  which  I 
am  adverting  are  not  to  be  in  a  great 
degree  accounted  for  by  the  extreme  dif- 
ficulty that  exists  at  this  time  in  finding  a 
profitable  field  for  the  employment  of 
capital  and  labour.  Is  it  not  notorious, 
that  in  every  branch  of  trade  there  is  the 
most  intense  competition  ?  Throughout 
the  whole  circle — if  I  might  so  express  it 
— of  industry  will  be  found  a  race  of  the 
severest  kind  going  on  among  capitalists 
and  among  labourers.  This  fact  is  shown 
by  many  symptoms,  and  especially  by  the 
extraordinary  tide  of  emigration  that  haa 
been  setting  out  of  the  country  for  the  last 
few  years.  That  tendency  to  emigrate  ia 
the  clearest  possible  proof  of  a  deficiency 
in  the  field  for  the  employment  of  capital 
and  labour.  I  find  no  fault  with  emigra- 
tion. On  the  contrary,  I  think,  that  as 
far  as  is  practicable,  every  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  it.  But  still  I  must 
assert,  that  the  strength  of  the  tide  of 
emigration  does  prove  the  truth  of  what 
I  have  advanced.  This  emigration  is  not 
confined  merely  to  labourers,  but  consists 
both  of  labourers  and  capitalists.  It  ia 
instructive  to  observe  what  takes  place 
when  there  is  a  large  emigration  of  persona 
from  this  country.  Take  the  newest  co- 
lony. New  Zealand,  for  example.  A  great 
number  of  capitalists  and  labourers  proceed 
to  that  colony.  They  consist,  I  am  justi- 
fied in  assuming,  of  persons  who  have 
found  it  impouible,  in  consequence  of 
the  over-crowded  state  of  this  country, 
to  find  a  profitable  field  for  the  in- 
vestment of  their  capital  and  the  em- 
ployment of  their  labour  in  England. 
The  moment  they  arrive  in  the  colony  part 
of  the  labourers  are  employed  in  raising 
food,  and  the  remainder  in  providing  for 
the  wants  of  the  community  in  various 
other  ways.  At  once  there  is  an  end  to 
all  complaints  of  deficiency  in  the  means 
for  employment.  Nothing  is  heard  but  of 
high  wages  and  high  profits ;  and  if  there 
is  complaining  at  all,  it  is  of  the  want  of 
more  capital  and  more  labour.  What 
produces  this  effect  ?  Is  it  not  the  increased 
field  afforded  to  these  people  for  employ* 
ing  themselves  in  the  production  of  food  ? 
The  first  step  in  this  circle  of  increased 
activity  is  the  increased  production   of 
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food,  and  it  is  by  this,  that  a  new  field  is 
opeoed  for  the  exortiooa  of  those  who  had 
been  wasting  their  time  in  this  country  ns 
unwilling  idlers.  But  does  it  not  deserve 
to  be  considered  whether  it  oii^ht  not 
answer  as  well  and  produce  the  same 
result,  if,  instead  of  forcing  a  large  body 
of  the  unemployed  manufacturers  of  Man- 
chester to  go  to  Canada  and  New  Zealand, 
there  to  commence  farming  with  which 
they  are  unacquainted,  they  were  to  be 
allowed  to  stay  at  home  to  exerctie  the 
trade  in  which  they  had  been  brought  up, 
and  to  exchange  the  produce  of  their 
labour  for  food  wherever  ihey  could  obtain 
it?  Will  any  man  say,  that  there  is  not 
in  America  and  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe  cord  to  be  bad — not  immediately 
perhaps,  but  in  a  little  time,  when  this 
country  had  given  them  an  assurance  that 
her  market  would  no  longer  be  precarious  ? 
Will  any  man  say,  that  a  supply  of  corn 
would  not  be  offered  in  exchange  for  the 
produce  of  the  manufacturing  labour  of 
this  country,  and  that  without  interferirig 
in  any  degree  with  any  existing  trade, 
and  without  displacing  one  pound  of  capi- 
tal, or  one  pair  of  hands  from  employment  ? 
A  new  demand  would  be  created  for  the 
labour  of  these  persons  if  they  were  me rt- ly 
allowed  to  exchange  the  produce  of  their 
labour  with  persons  who  were  in  a  position 
to  supply  them  with  food  in  return.  What, 
1  aik,  would  be  the  difference  to  the 
country  ?  The  result  to  the  landlord,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  demand  fur  corn, 
would  be  much  the  same  as  at  present. 
Whether  these  persons  emiji^ratu,  or  cum 
is  allowed  to  be  imported  for  their  con* 
sumption  at  home,  they  equally  obtain 
their  supplies  from  a  distance ;  but  if  they 
remain  at  home,  their  consumption  of 
butcher's  meat  would  go  to  incrcaic  the 
demand  fur  the  produce  of  the  land  of 
England,  and  their  consumptiun  of  all 
exriscable  articles  to  augment  our  re- 
venue, their  demand  for  ail  their  articles 
of  coniumpiion  would  promote  the  activity 
of  various  branches  of  trade,  and  they 
would  themselves  continue  to  form  an 
integral  part  of  our  population,  and  lo 
iiicreaur  the  itrenglh  and  wealth  of  the 
I'nMed  Kingdom.  This  would  be  the 
cuiiset|U(-nce  uf  putting  an  end  to  a  law 
which  now  interferes  with  that  exchange 
which  might  otherwiie  be  i-ffiected.  Sir, 
I  have  now  concluded  all  the  arguments 
in  favuur  of  a  change  in  the  law,  founded 
upof  a  coosidentKNi  of  the  gcntral  inier* 


esta  of  the  country,  with  which  I  OMta  to 
trouble  you,  but  before  I  ait  down  I  wish 
to  address  a  few  words  more  ptfticalariy 
to  the  owners  and  occupiers  of^  laod.  As 
one  having  a  common  interest  with  them— 
an  interest  to  which,  I  assure  the  Hovao, 
I  am  nut  philosophical  enough  to  be  by 
any  means  indifferent — for,  whatever  Ooo- 
tlemcn  opposite  may  think,  I  have  no 
desire  to  ruin  myself  and  aU  oooaoetod 
with  me — but  as  one  having  a  conowo 
interest  with  the  landownorsi  I  wish  lo 
|)oint  out  the  extreme  and  ovtrwheloaiDf 
importance  to  them,  above  all  other  claaeeOi 
uf  an  early  and  satisfactory  settlement  of 
this  question.  First,  let  me  ask  thoao 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  an  inteieat  io 
landed  property,  whether  it  is  not  perfectly 
clear  that  the  bill  which  is  now  aboat  lo 
be  passed— for  I  am,  of  course,  aware  Ibol 
it  .will  pass — is  merely  a  prccoreor  lo 
further  altoraiions?  The  right  boo.  So* 
crctary  of  State  for  the  Hooie  Departaeol 
has,  1  believe,  gone  out  of  hta  way  lo 
disclaim  the  notion  of  the  present  boioff 
considered  a  final  measure,  and  has  tola 
the  House,  as  plainlv  as  a  gentleman  fai 
his  position  well  could,  that  it  is  nwrely  o 
prelude  to  something  more.  Thai  it  w3l 
prove  so,  that  it  will  speedily  be  folkwod 
by  further  changes,  it  seems  to  me  imD0O« 
sibls  fur  any  man  to  doubt  who  will  coualy 
consider  the  course  of  events  during  tho 
last  few  months,  and  the  present  poeitioo 
of  atfdira.  Sir,  wc  know  that  at  iho  Into 
general  election  the  agricultural  pnitf 
were  completely  triumphant ;  ihejf  carried 
all  before  them,  and  they  have  in  conea 
quence  obtained  a  Government,  in  whick» 
as  the  House  had  beeu  told  by  the 


Member  fur  North  Devon,  they  place  tho 
must  implicit  confidence.    Such  a  Oo» 


vernmeat  now  holds  the  reins  of 
and  with  greater  real  power  than  has 
possessed  for  some  years  by  any  Gosein* 
mcnt.  And  what  haa  been  the  itanllt 
With  all  these  advantages  the  victorioaa 
agricultural  party  have  abandooed  tiM 
Corn-law  of  1828,  which  they  bad  bitbcfflA 
so  stoutly  niaintainedi  and  thoy  koto 
actually,  before  they  have  been  attockodt 
struck  the  flag  they  had  so  long  nailed  lo 
the  masL  Why  have  they  done  aof  Wky 
have  they  made  this  surrender  in  tbo  vtfj 
hour  of  victory  ?  Sir,  the  reason  ia  nhfioMaj 
It  IS  because,  in  the  midst  of  thoir 
triumph,  they  have  a  secret  coi 
that  tbe  all-powerful  tide  of  poblic 
ie  acttiog  too  atroogly  againal  Iho 
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Coin-law  to  make  it  possible  to  retain  it. 
The  boo.  aod  gallant  Member  for  Middle- 
weif  bas  told  us  plainlj  that  such  is  the 
case*  and  the  right  bon.  Baronet  at  the 
bead  of  the  Governmenty  in  introducing 
the  bill  now  before  us,  made  a  statement, 
which  was  not  indeed  quite  so  plain^  but 
which,  when  translated  out  of  the  conven«> 
tional  language  of  a  Minister  of  State, 
amounted  to  something  like  the  same 
thing.  The  right  bon  Baronet  bad  said, 
that  all  bis  communications  with  the  agri- 
culturists bad  convinced  him  that  they  in 
general  approved  of  bis  intention  to  at« 
tempt  some  modification  of  the  Corn-law. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  they  do  so :  I  have 
no  doubt  they  feel  that  their  long-cber- 
ished  Corn-law  can  no  longer  be  main- 
tained in  its  present  shape«  But  will 
the  change  now  proposed  be  satisfactory 
either  to  the  agriculturists  themselves, 
or  to  any  one  class  of  the  community? 
If  it  is  not  calculated  to  give  immediate 
satisfaction,  is  it  founded  upon  princi- 
ples so  just  in  themselves,  so  consistent 
with  truth  and  sound  reason,  that  the 
practical  working  of  the  measure  is  likely 
to  reconcile  the  country  to  it  ?  I  contend 
that  it  IS  not.  It  is  merely  a  continuance 
of  the  same  vicious  policy  that  has  hitherto 
prevailed,  and  in  the  course  of  a  year  or 
two  we  shall  see  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
if  ho  should  be  then  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  coming  forward  and  saying 
that  "This  Corn-law  cannot  be  main- 
tained^-another  change  must  take  place. 
Although  1  have  a  majority  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  common  sense  and  reason 
are  too  strong  for  n^.  The  law  bas 
worked  ill,  and  it  becomes  my  duty  to  pro- 
pose a  further  alteration. "  Such  will  be 
the  language  which  the  right  bon.  Gentle- 
man will  be  compelled  to  use.  But  would 
it  not  be  preferable  to  propose  an  altera- 
tion at  once  that  should  at  least  have  some 
chance  of  being  permanent.  We  ought 
sot  to  forget  how  proverbially  true  it  is 
that  the  longer  a  compromise  is  deferred, 
the  worse  are  the  terms  upon  which  it  can 
be  effected,  and  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
cuuion  upon  this  question  shows  that  the 
rule  holds  good  with  regard  to  it.  The 
right  bon.  Gentleman  has  said  that  even 
now  a  filed  duty  would  not  give  satisfac- 
tion. I  admit  that  to  a  large  number  of 
rrsons  it  would  not  be  satisfactory,  but 
still  hope  that  if  it  were  now  adopted, 
and  the  duty  were  sufficicntlv  moderate, 
it  woutd  be  found  pnctically  to  work 


so  well,  that  in  the  course  of  two 
or  three  years  all  agitation  on  the  subject 
would  be  forgotten,  and  the  country  would 
acquiesce  in  the  settlement.  But  if  tho 
present  state  of  things  is  to  be  continued, 
if  we  are  still  to  be  exposed  to  the  general 
inconvenience  whieb  has  resulted  from  the 
practical  working  of  the  old  Corn-law, 
and  which  will  equally  be  felt  if  the  new 
one  proceeds  upon  the  same  vicious  prin- 
ciple, then,  indeed  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  struggle  will  not  cease,  and  that  tba 
difficulty  of  putting  an  end  to  it,  except 
by  a  complete  surrender,  will  continually 
increase.  Already,  by  deferring  a  final 
settlement  until  the  present  time,  bow 
much  worse  are  the  terms  that  could  now 
be  obtained  as  compared  with  those  which 
might  have  been  agreed  upon  some  time 
back.  In  1828,  few  Gentlemen  in  this 
House,  and  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
country,  would  have  objected  to  grant  to 
agriculturists  a  fixed  duty  considerably 
greater  in  amount  than  any  which  bad 
been  lately  talked  of.  Fifteen  or  even 
twentv  shillings  would  not  have  been 
thought  unreasonable.  When  I  at  that 
time  voted  for  a  fixed  duty,  I  was  in  an 
inconsiderable  minority,  and  I  believe  no 
one  even  proposed  any  greater  change  of 
our  policy  such  as  that  which  has  now  so 
large  a  party  in  its  favour.  Compare  the 
state  of  things  now  even  with  that  of  only 
last  year.  I  believe  that  when  her  Majes- 
ty's late  Government  proposed  their  mea- 
sure of  an  8f.  duty,  it  would  have  been 
acquiesced  in  by  the  country.  But  I  do 
not  think  it  probable  that  so  high  a  duty 
would  now  be  accepted  as  a  settlement  of 
the  question  ;  I  believe  that  if  the  House 
wishes  to  make  a  final  settlement  they 
will  find  it  necessary  to  go  down  to  6f.  or 
5s.  Every  day  that  we  defer  the  adjust- 
ment of  this  most  important  question,  the 
worse  will  be  the  terms  we  shall  obtain. 
The  interval  during  which  it  will  still  re- 
main in  our  power  to  obtain  a  fixed  duty 
at  all,  will  in  my  opinion  be  but  short ; 
and  this,  I  think,  ought  to  be  a  weighty 
consideration  with  those  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  entertain  a  dread,  in  which  I  confess, 
I  do  not  participate  of  the  effects  of  foreign 
competition  on  our  agriculture.  For  my 
own  part,  I  should  have  little  fear  of  the 
effect  of  a  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws  beyond 
the  first  disturbance  created  by  alarm  and 
excitements  I  do  not,  like  the  hon  Mem- 
ber for  Devonshire,  believe  that  British 
farmers  are  so  inferior  to  the  continental 
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agriculCtiriiU  in  skill,  enterpriie.and  indas- 
try,  that  they  would  be  unable  to  eiirer 
10 to  that  race  of  competition  of  which 
our  Riaoufacturert  are  not  afraid.  I  be 
licve,  on  the  contrary,  that  British  farmers 
could  compete  with  those  abroad  as  suc- 
cessfully, as  it  is  well  known  that  our 
manufacturers  have  done.  And  I  am  con- 
firmed in  this  opinion,  by  finding  that  it  is 
shared  by  no  small  proportion  of  the  agri- 
culturists themselves;  there  is  comparatively 
little  of  that  panic  terror  of  foreign  com* 
petition  which  is  elsewhere  felt,  in  those 
districts  of  the  country  where  the  land  is 
best  cultivated.  In  the  county  with  which 
I  am  connected,  notwithstanding  the  defeat 
I  sustained  at  the  last  election,  I  can  con- 
fidently  say  that  the  opinion  of  the  best 
and  ablest  agriculturists  has  been  shown 
in  the  strongest  manner  to  be  in  favour  of 
a  change  of  the  Corn-laws.  I  believe 
the  number  to  be  daily  increasing  of  those 
who  are  satisfied  that  they  have  little  to 
fear  even  from  a  greater  change  than  that 
which  was  last  year  proposed  by  my  noble 
Friend  the  Member  for  London  ;  and  it  is 
especially  notorious,  that  in  Scotland  and 
in  the  North  of  KiigUnd,  and,  indeed, 
wherever  the  land  is  best  cultivated,  and 
where  the  best  informed  and  most  intelli- 
gent race  of  farmers  is  to  be  found,  that 
the  opinion  in  favour  of  a  change  is  be- 
coming more  and  more  general.  It  is  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  the  most 
barbarous  and  negligent  system  of  agri. 
culture  prevails  that  an  extreme  appre- 
hension as  to  the  cfi'ect  of  an  alteration  of 
the  law  is  chiefly  entertained.  But  to  re« 
turn — I  think  the  danger  of  having  wur^e 
terms  hereafter,  is  by  no  means  the 
strongest  argument  founded  on  a  con- 
sideration of  the  interest  of  the  land, 
which  may  be  urged  against  our  allowing 
any  more  time  to  he  loit  before  wv  attempt 
a  permamnt  scttlenient  of  this  question. 
It  ii,  in  my  opinion,  a  much  more  serious 
consideration,  that  whilst  thi»  matter  con- 
tinues unad lusted 'that  whilst  a  law 
which  is  fi'ft  to  be  only  pruvisional  is 
allowid  tu  remain  in  force,  it  is  vain  to 
look  fur  those  improvements  in  agriculture 
for  which  there  is  so  much  room.  1 
believe  tlut  there  is  no  plan  that  the  l.e- 
gislature  cuuld  adopt  by  which  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture  could  be  so  etfectually 
ditruuraf^fd  and  retarded  as  the  keeping 
the  laws  relating  to  the  importation  of 
corn  in  a  state  of  doubt  and  suspense ;  and 
in  spito  of  the  najority  by  whkbi  no  doubc, 


the  measure  now  propoaed  will  \m  car- 
ried— in  spite  of  the  apparent  triomph  of 
those  who  are  the  advocates  and  anp* 
porters  of  the  retrictive  system  which  now 
prevails— the  House  may  rest  aiaared  that 
in  the  public  mind  there  will  remaia  n 
persuasion  (impouible  to  be  got  rid  of) 
that  although  this  law  u  paiaed  now,  U 
can  be  pasMd  only  provisionally.  Therm 
is  nothing  that  the  Government  can  do^ 
no  declaration  that  it  can  make — no  ma* 
jority  that  it  can  enliat  in  favonr  of  tht 
measure,  that  will  satisfy  the  pnUic  that 
this  bill  will  long  continue  in  force.  Bat, 
whilst  further  changes  are  hanging  ofar 
the  heads  of  the  farmers,  I  ask  how  it  ia 
possible  that  the  varions  relationa  betwean 
the  tenant  and  the  landlord  can  be  aatii* 
factorily  arranged  ?  Who  will  ventara  to 
take  a  long  lease  of  land  with  tha  draadof 
future  and  unknown  changes  in  tha  lav 
relaiing  to  the  importation  of  corn  ?  What 
tenant  in  a  similar  state  of  uncertainty, 
will  venture  to  make  permanent  improfa. 
ments  on  the  land  ?  And  when  I  speak 
of  permanent  improvements  on  tha  land, 
I  must  say,  that  1  think  it  of  tha  ntOKiat 
importance,  in  reference  to  those  improfc- 
ments,  that  the  I^egislature  should  pat  aa 
end  to  a  state  of  the  law  which  has  siready 
tended  greatly  to  discourage  the  system  oi 
granting  leases.  Every  one  of  the  alightcet 
experience  of  agricultural  natters  in  tha 
country  must  be  aware  that  the  practka 
of  granting  leases  of  land  has  materially 
diminished  since  the  year  1H15.  Land  m 
now  much  more  frequently  let  from  year 
to  year  thsn  it  was  m  former  times,  and 
the  system  of  granting  leases  to  tenanls  ia 
now  only  found  to  prevail  in  particalar 
districts;  formerly  it  was  much  mota 
general.  This  is  a  change  which  I  think 
may  fairly  be  attributed  in  no  slight 
to  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  valae  of 
occasioned  by  our  policy  with  rcfard  la 
the  Corn-laws,  and  it  is  a  change  which  I 
liave  very  high  authority  for  consideriBf 
to  be  roost  injurious.  In  hooka  not  da* 
voted  to  politics,  in  the  valuable  jooraala 
of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Englaad 
and  of  the  Highland  Society  of  ScoUaady 
exceedingly  able  pspers  have  Utely  ap- 
peared, describing  the  very  great  aad 
evtraorJinary  improvements  accompliehad 
during  the  lapse  of  the  last  half  ceetary  ia 
the  agriculture  of  Scotland  aad  Northnm 
berland,  and  among  the  circamataaca 
which  the  authors  consider  to  haia  eoa 
tribated  lo  bring  abont  this  great  mpevrt 
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mtntt  the  greatest  influence  is  assigned, 
and  as  I  believe  correctly,  to  the  practice 
which  happily  prevails  in  those  parts  of 
the  kingdom  of  granting  leases.  How  is 
it  possible  that  the  land  can  be  eflectually 
improyed  unless  there  is  given  to  those 
who  occupy  it — to  those  who  have  the 
stimulus  of  their  own  interest  to  act  with 
enterprise,  and  to  la^  out  their  capital 
with  the  view  to  distant  returns — the 
security  afforded  by  a  lease.  I  appeal  to 
any  man  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of 
travelling  about  this  kingdom  whether, 
from  the  state  of  agriculture  in  its  dif- 
ferent districts,  he  could  not  at  once 
distineuish  those  districts  where  the  prac- 
tice of  granting  leases  is  common.  Espe- 
cially, then,  as  regards  the  interests  of 
the  land,  I  hold  it  to  be  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  the  Legislature  should 
come  to  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  laws 
relating  to  the  importation  of  foreign  com. 
I  conceive,  that  it  would  be  the  greatest 
boon  that  could  be  conferred  on  those 
interests  that  this  question  should  no 
longer  be  left  in  a  state  of  doubt  and  agita- 
tion. I  feel,  that  in  addressing  the  House 
at  so  much  length,  I  have  perhaps  eiceeded 
the  limits  to  which  I  ought  properly  to 
have  conflned  myself,  and  therefore  though 
it  had  been  my  intention  to  touch  upon 
one  or  two  other  points,  I  will  now  abstain 
from  doing  so,  and  conclude  the  observa- 
tions I  have  addressed  to  the  House  by 
entreating  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
and  more  especially  those  interested  in  the 
land,  to  believe  me  when  I  assert,  as  I  do, 
most  unfeignedly,  that  in  supporting  the 
views  I  have  ventured  to  lay  before  them 
for  their  consideration,  I  have  been  actu- 
ated by  no  motive  whatever,  except  a 
desire  to  promote  that  which  I  believe  to 
be  best  both  for  the  land  and  for  every 
other  interest  in  the  kingdom.  In  corro- 
boration of  that  assertion,  and  to  show 
that  I  am  influenced  by  no  party  motive, 
I  need  only  to  refer  to  what  has  been 
my  past  conduct  in  this  House.  When  I 
had  6rst  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment, the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws  occu- 
pied much  of  its  time,  and  was  the  great 
topic  of  debate.  Hon.  Gentlemen  must 
recollect,  that  in  the  two  years,  1827  and 
and  1828,  the  measures  proposed  by  the 
respective  Governments  of  Lord  Liverpool 
and  the  Duke  of  Wellington  were  under 
discQSsion.  Both  those  measures  passed 
through  the  Hoose  of  Commons,  and  one 
of  them  is  now  the  law  of  the  land.    In 


the  discussions  upon  both  those  measures, 
I  voted  in  very  small  minorities  in  favour 
of  the  principle  of  a  fixed  duty  upon  com. 
In  one  of  those  years,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  the  supporters  of  that  principle 
were  in  a  minority  of  only  sixteen,  and  in 
the  other  they  number^,  somewhere,  I 
think,  between  twenty  and  thirty.  Such 
were  the  small  minorities  by  which  the 
principle  was  then  supported  in  this 
House,  and  in  which  I  voted.  From  that 
time  to  this,  in  ofiice  or  out  of  office,  I 
have  invariably  supported  the  same  policy. 
I  have  invariably,  both  by  vote  and  ar^- 
ment,  supported  the  policy  of  givme 
greater  freedom  to  the  trade  in  corn,  and 
of  abolishing  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
by  the  existing  law.  So  much  in  re- 
ference to  the  motives  by  which  I  have 
been  actuated.  I  will  now  only  add, 
with  reference  to  the  vote  which  I  am 
this  evening  going  to  give  in  favour  of 
the  amendment  of  my  noble  Friend, 
that  if  I  conceived  that  bv  that  vote  I 
should  be  understood  as  voting  in  favour 
of  the  existing  Corn-law  in  preference  to 
that  which  has  been  proposed  by  her 
Majesty's  Govemment,  I  most  undoubt 
edly  should  not  vote  for  the  amendment 
I  should,  on  the  contrary,  most  cheerfully 
support  the  measure  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment, because,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  I  consider  that  measure  a  mitiga- 
tion, and  an  important  mitigation,  of  the 
restrictions  now  in  force  on  the  trade  in 
corn.  But  J  conceive,  that  the  House  by 
its  proceedings  has  already  pledged  itself 
to  make  some  change  in  the  law  relating 
to  the  importation  of  com,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  effect  of  the  vote  I  am  now 
going  to  give  will  be  merely  this — to 
declare  that  the  principle  upon  which  her 
Majesty's  Government  propose  to  amend 
the  existing  law  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
satisfactory.  I  do  not  think  that  the  form 
in  which  the  question  has  been  brought 
to  issue  is,  upon  the  whole,  the  roost  con« 
venient  that  might  have  been  chosen.  If 
I  had  had  any  voice  as  to  the  course  to  be 
adopted,  I  should  have  greatly  preferred 
that  the  House  should  have  agreed,  with- 
out debate  or  division,  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  that  in  committee 
an  amendment  should  have  been  moved 
to  bring  the  bill,  as  far  as  the  forms  of 
the  House  would  permit,  into  the  shape 
in  which  I  think  it  ought  to  stand.  This, 
I  think,  would  have  been  the  preferable 
course ;  bat  I  felt,  that  as  the  proceedings 
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on  the  subject  have  already  been  drawo 
to  to  great  a  lengthy  and  that,  as  there  is 
to  be  a  debate  and  division  in  this  stage 
of  the  measure,  it  would  be  highly  ioca<- 
pcdicnt  that  I  should  endeavour  to  cause 
another  debate  and  another  division  in  a 
subsequent  stage.  I  wished  to  avoid 
giving  the  House  such  unnecessary  trouble 
and  exposing  the  public  busineu  to  much 
unnecessary  delay.  Therefore,  as  I  was 
unavoidably  absent  during  the  preliminary 
discussion  on  this  subject^  as  this  will  be 
the  only  opportunity  of  which  it  will  be  in 
my  |H)wer  lo  avail  myself  of  ex presaing  by 
my  speech  and  recording  by  my  vote  the 
opinion  I  have  so  long  entertained  upon 
this  Question,  1  have  uo  choice  but  to  vote 
for  the  amendment  moved  by  my  noble 
Friend ;  and  1  have  the  consolation  of 
knowing,  or  at  least  of  believing,  that  the 
number  of  those  who  will  follow  the 
course  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Walling* 
ford  (Mr.  Blackstone)  is  so  exceedingly 
small,  that  there  will  be  no  danger — 
which  I  should  be  the  first  to  deprecate — 
of  the  failure  of  the  Govemment  measure, 
m  consequence  of  an  alliance  of  partiea 
entertaining  different  and  conflicting  opin- 
ions. If  we  could  defeat  it  by  a  majority, 
prepared  to  carry  further  the  removal  of 
noxious  restrictions  upon  trade,  I  should 
be  most  happy  to  do  so,  but  I  would  not 
make  myself  the  tool  of  those  whose 
object  IS  not  to  remove  but  to  continue 
these  restrictions,  and  I  assured  her 
Maji'Sty's  Government,  that  iftlierewere 
the  slightest  danger  of  such  a  contini;ency, 
niy  name  slM)uld  not  be  found  in  the  list 
01  the  minority  upon  the  division  on  the 
question  now  before  the  House.  With 
this  explanation,  and  thanking  the  House 
very  sincerely  for  the  attention  it  has 
bcf  n  good  enough  to  aflbrd  to  an  address 
which  I  am  aware  has  bien  rather  unrea- 
sonably protracted,  1  will  now  resume  my 
Kat. 

Mr.  Pakimgtan  was  strongly  aud  de- 
cidedly favourable  to  the  measure  pro* 
posed  Lv  her  Majesty's  Ministers.  He 
reminded  tlie  House  that  the  opinions  of 
Mr.  Canning  and  Mr.  Huskisscm  were 
opp<»sed  to  the  principle  of  a  fixed  duty, 
and  he  begged  to  observe,  that  if  ever 
there  was  a  speech  conclusive  ae ainst  the 
principle  of  a  fixed  duty,  it  was  the  speech 
lately  delivered  by  the  noble  Lurd,  the 
Member  for  London  (Lord  John  Kussell), 
who  made  concessions  and  acknowledg* 
neola  abeolately  latal  to  the  priaciple  ior 


which  he  was  contending.  Moch  had 
been  said  in  the  course  of  the  discuaaioiia 
on  this  question  as  to  the  injuriooa  operA- 
tion  of  the  Corn-laws  upon  the  maaaiac* 
turing  interests  of  the  country.  One  Csct 
was,  he  thought,  concltiaive  againal  ail 
that  had  been  asserted  upon  thai  poiat. 
What  had  been  the  condition  of  tha 
cotton  manufacture  under  the  operation 
of  these  laws?  In  1820  the  declared 
value  of  cotton  exporU  was  1 6,500,0001. 
In  1828,  the  year  in  which  these  caluaiai- 
ated  laws  were  passed,  the  declared  valua 
of  cotton  exports  was  17,200,000JLs  being 
an  increase  of  less  than  l,OO0,0O0L,  ia 
eight  years;  whereas  in  1839,  when  tha 
laws  now  in  existence  had  been  in  opera* 
tion  eleven  years,  the  declared  valaeof  Iba 
cotton  exporu  rose  from  17,900,000  to 
24,600,000|  the  most  gigantic  stride  atar 
maide  in  the  manufacturing  prosperityof 
any  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Tka 
House  having  already  decided  by  larga 
majoritiea  agaioat  the  principle  of  a  fiaad 
duty — having  by  large  majorities  decided 
that  there  should  be  some  protection  alill 
continued  to  the  agricultural  interest,  tha 
only  question  that  now  remained  to  be  coo* 
sidered  was,  what  the  amount  of  that  pro- 
tection should  be.  In  his  opinion  the  aeala 
proposed  by  the  Government  was  the  beal 
and  fairest  that  could  be  adopted,  and  ao- 
tertaining  that  opinion,  he  should  give  to 
the  measure  uow  before  the  House  his  on- 
c|ualifivd  support.  He  regretted  thecoona 
that  had  been  taken  by  the  hon.  Mcabar 
for  Wallingford.  He  thought  that  a  aaea- 
sure  of  this  nature,  brought  forward  by  a 
Government  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
every  man  who  loved  the  institutioaa  of 
his  country,  ought  to  be  received  with  go- 
neral  approbation.  Hut  it  waa  not  ffoaa 
that  feeling  alone  tliat  he  supported  tho 
measure.  He  supported  it  becaaae  ha 
believed  it  was  designed,  and  well  do- 
signtd,  to  promote  the  loiercsta  of  all 
rLsses  of  her  Majestv's  subjects,  becaaao 
he  believed  it  to  be  lair,  jaat,  and  bmmIo 
rate.  The  noble  Viscount  who  had  jaai 
spoken  had  charged  the  Gentlemen  eoo* 
nectcd  with  the  landed  interest  with  hating 
struck  their  flag.  He,  for  one,  begfcd  to 
observe,  that  he  had  never  desertod  bom 
the  pledges  he  had  given  upon  the  hoal* 
ings.  lie  did  not  mean  to  cootead  thai 
there  might  not  be  found  here  or  then  ooo 
accidental  instance  of  parlies  who  had 
departed  from  pledges  ia  sopportiag  aof 
thing  thai  differed  from  iIm  axistug  mr  | 
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but  ihenoUe  VUcoont  wai  completely  mis- 
lakeo  if  he  attributed  tucb  conduct  to  the 
great  body  of  the  friends  of  the  agricultu- 
ral  interest.  He  could  not  refrain  from 
adverting  to  one  circumstance  connected 
with  the  late  debate  which  had  gireo  him 
great  pain — he  meant  the  tone  of  acrimony 
which  had  been  but  too  conspicuous  be- 
tween the  manufacturing  and  the  landed 
interests.  He  did  not  advert  to  the  speeches 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Knaresborough 
(Mr.  Ferrand)  those  speeches  were  al- 
together peculiar ;  but  whatever  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  those  speeches 
might  be,  he  must  say  that  they  ap- 
peared to  burst  like  rockets  amongst  the 
Gentlemen  opposite.  If  the  strange  sto- 
ries which  that  hon.  Gentleman  told  the 
House  about  the  use  of  *'  devil's  dust^ 
were  true,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  such  practices  ou^ht  to  be  eiposed, 
and  no  one  ought  to  rejoice  more  in  their 
being  eiposed  than  the  repcctable  and 
honest  manufacturers.  He  did  not  refer 
to  this,  but  to  the  tone  in  which  the  dis- 
cussion had  been  conducted — to  the  cri- 
minations and  recriminations,  and  to  those 
charges  of  selfish  and  interested  motives 
which  each  party  had  indulged  in  during 
the  debate;  such  a  tone  was  not  befit* 
ting  the  dignity  of  the  House,  nor  was 
such  language  calculated  to  promote  the 
interest  of  any  class  in  the  community. 
He  believed  the  prosperity  of  the  manu- 
facturing and  agricultural  classes  was 
bound  up  with  each  other;  that  when  trade 
prospered  the  prosperity  re-acted  on  the 
landed  interest,  and  when  the  agricultural 
interest  prospered  prosperity  was  shared 
in  by  the  manufacturing  interest.  It  was 
because  he  believed  the  measure  of  Go- 
vernment would  conduce  to  the  prosperity 
of  all  classes,  and  not  exclusively  to  that 
of  the  agricultural  interest,  that  he  was 
prepared  to  give  it  his  support.  The 
agricultural  bterest  would  so  far  derive 
benefit  from  the  measure  in  having  re- 
moved from  them  the  odium  of  enjoying 
an  unnecessary  and  useless  protection^ 
while  it  would  give  them  a  sufficient  pro- 
tection. He  thought  that  the  agricultural 
interest  would  also  be  benefited  by  the 
new  mode  of  taking  the  averages.  The 
way  in  which  they  would  benefit  by  the 
new  mode  of  taking  the  averages,  he  be* 
lieved,  would  be  by  the  averages  being 
honest  and  bondjUt^  and  not  as  heretofore, 
fraudulent  and  Bctitiooa.  He  also  thought 
thai  the  now  meaiaia  would  benefit  the 


commercial  classes  and  the  general  con- 
sumers. The  noble  Viscount,  the  Men* 
ber  for  Sunderland,  complained  of  the 
fluctuations  under  the  old  law.  No  doubt 
that  was  one  great  objection  to  it,  but 
he  would  remind  the  House  that,  with  one 
or  two  exceptions,  the  fluctuations  in  this 
country  had  been  less  than  in  any  other 
nation.  The  proposed  measure  would 
diminish  these  fluctuations,  and  so  far  the 
consumer  would  be  benefited.  The  noble 
Viscount  had  said  nothing  to  show  that  the 
proposals  of  Gentlemen  opposite,  if  carried 
into  eflecty  would  be  looked  upon  as  a 
final  and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the 
ouestion.  The  llouse  could  not  have 
forgotten  that  this  was  no  question  sought 
for  by  her  Majesty's  Government.  It 
had  been  brought  forward  bv  a  hostile 
party  for  hostile  purposes.  Without  any 
warning  it  was  thrown  down  in  May  last 
by  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
discord,  in  the  hope  that  it  woula  eoabk 
the  Government  to  procure  from  the  people^ 
in  a  moment  of  passion  and  excitemeoti 
that  support  which,  in  their  calm  judg- 
ment, they  withheld.  He  was  happy  to 
say  that  in  that  hope  they  had  been  dis- 
appointed, and  the  result  was,  that  the 
>arty  then  in  power  were  now  a  weak, 
eebfe,  and  disorganised  opposition.  He 
congratulated  Ministers  on  bringing  this 
question  before  the  House,  and  on  their 
prospect  of  being  able  to  bring  it  to  a 
successful  termination. 

Mr.  C.Buller :  You  talk  of  consistency  1 
you  who  cannot  maintain  even  through  a 
single  speech  a  decent  show  of  consistency^ 
nor  make  your  arguments  consonant  with 
the  voles  which  you  conclude  by  tellioc 
OS  you  shall  eive.  You  say,  that  the  old 
Corn-law  is  the  best  law — you  attempt  to 
prove  that  agriculture  ana  manufactures 
alike  have  prospered  and  increased  under 
it;  and  then,  for  no  earthly  reason,  ex. 
cept  for  mere  party  purposes,  end  by  tell- 
ing us  that "  you  shall  vote  for  its  altera- 
tion.*^ It  was  cot  his  business  to  defend 
the  course  pursued  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wallingfora.  The  hon.  Member  meant 
to  vote  against  the  bill,  but  he  had  come 
to  his  conclusions  on  grounds  totally  op- 
posite to  those  maintained  by  Gentle- 
men on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House, 
who  denied  thut  this  was  the  right  princi- 
ple on  which  to  legislate  inregvd  to  com. 
Both  were  consistent;  those  only  must 
be  inconsistent  who  defended  the  old 
law,  yet  TOted  for  its  alteration.    lie  wae 
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delighted  to  hear  the  hon.  Member  for 
Droitwich  (Mr.  Pakiogton)  add  hit  autho. 
rity  to  the  condemnation  of  the  acrimo- 
niout  language  used  in  the  debate,  but  in 
blaming  parties  on  both  iidea  of  the 
House,  ihe  hon.  Gentleman  made  a  most 
remarkable  exception ;  the  only  person  he 
excepted  being  the  hon.  Member  for 
Knaresboroogh,  who,  be  should  have 
thought,  was  not  exactly  the  person  meant 
to  be  complimented  for  his  abstinence 
from  acrimony.  It  appeared,  however, 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Droitwich  ex- 
cepted him  solely  on  the  ground  of  his 
being  peculiar;  and  if  the  word  was  used 
in  the  conversational  sense,  he  thought, 
on  the  whole,  that  it  was  a  very  sound 
plea  for  that  Gentleman.  He  would  not 
attempt  to  introduce  any  novelty  into  the 
discussion,  but  he  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  principal  arguments 
which  he  thought  of  importance  in  con- 
sidering the  effect  of  the  Corn-law.  The 
chief  objection  urged  against  the  existing 
Corn-law  appeared  to  him  to  apply  to  the 
present  bill — the  effect  it  had  in  restricting 
foreign  trade.  As  he  could  not  see  how  the 
present  bill,  embodying  as  it  did  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  sliding  scale,  could  insure  a 
regular  trade  with  countries  that  produced 
corn,  he  thought  that  it  would  do  nothing 
to  remove  one  of  the  estantial  objections 
to  the  principle  of  the  slidmg  scale.  Ano- 
ther argument  was  one  which  had,  if  he 
recollected  aright,  been  first  mentioned 
in  that  House  by  a  Gentleman,  an  en- 
lightened advocate  of  free-trade,  and 
whose  abience  from  these  discussions  he 
deeply  lamented  —  he  alluded  to  Mr. 
Grote,  late  Member  for  I^ndon ;  and  in 
expressing  his  regret  for  that  absence,  he 
thought  he  might  rely  on  the  sense  which 
even  political  op|)onents  must  entertain  of 
the  great  integrity,  tlie  great  courtesy,  the 
great  industry,  and  the  great  knowledge 
always  displayed  by  Mr.  Grote.  In  I8.'i9 
that  Gentleman,  availing  himself  of  the 
great  alarm  created  by  the  monetary 
crisis  which  had  very  recently  occurred, 
pointed  out  the  effect  of  the  Corn-law 
in  connection  with  that  crisis.  He  showed, 
that  under  the  present  law,  the  demand 
for  corn  would  always  be  uncertain  and 
sudden :  and  that  for  want  of  a  regular 
trade  in  corn  with  foreign  nations,  this 
country,  when  a  necessity  for  having  corn 
arrived,  was  obliged  to  pay  for  it  in  gold 
—that  at  the  time  alluded  to  the  Bank  of 
EogUnd  had  ihoa  been  suddciily  drained 


of  gold  to  the  amount  of  between 
2,000,000/.  and  3,000,000/.  in  order  to 
pay  for  corn,  and  only  been  saved  from 
bankruptcy  by  having  recourse  to  the  bank 
of  France.  This,  in  his  opinion,  was  a  great 
objection  to  the  sliding  scale.  The  de- 
rangement of  the  monetary  system  aflectad 
all  classes — all  who  either  gave  or  reoeited 
credit;  and  no  clau  suffered  more  tbao 
the  farmers,  because  they  were  a  very 
borrowing  class;  and  a  contraction  of  tht 
currency  of  the  Bank  of  England  wm 
followed  by  a  contraction  in  the  circulatMNi 
of  the  country  banks,  whose  castoncra 
the  farmers  usually  were.  He  wiahcd  to 
know  how  the  present  bill  could  remedy 
this  evil.  He  wished  now  to  direcl  the 
attention  of  the  House  more  partiealarlj 
to  an  evil  arising  from  the  preaettt  sjataaa, 
the  magnitude  of  which  nad  been  ia- 
pressed  on  his  mind  by  a  docnnent  whidi 
bad  been  recently  laid  before  the  House 
he  alluded  to  the  effect  of  the  Com-kv 
as  a  tax  on  the  employment  of  hwDaa 
labour.  The  document  he  referred  to  was 
the  report  of  the  inspectors  of  factorica, 
more  especially  the  report  of  Mr.  Homer, 
inspector  in  Lancashire.  He  believed  that 
document  had  not  been  referred  to  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  except  once  by  tho 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Dorchester,  who  had  quoted  from  it  be- 
fore it  was  published.  He  thought  the 
publication  would  show  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  by  no  means  correct  m 
his  deductions  from  it.  Great  credit  was 
due  to  Mr.  Horner  for  the  trouble  he  bed 
taken  in  inquiring  into  the  condition  of 
the  people  employed  in  the  factorica  of 
this  country,  and  he  must  say,  that  the 
condusions'to  be  drawn  from  that  does* 
ment  were  perfectly  appalling  when  con- 
sidered in  reference  to  tne  condition  of  Che 
people  of  England.  Mr.  Horner  had  car- 
ried his  inquiries  through  the  different  fac- 
tories in  his  district ;  be  hsd  calculated 
the  amount  of  power  existing  in  each; 
he  had  calculatea  the  number  of  persona 
which  the  manufactories  wonkl  enpby  if 
they  were  in  full  work  ;  he  had  given  Che 
results  in  a  table ;  in  which  he  nad  abo 
tpecified  the  amount  of  power  actually 
in  operstioui  and  the  oumlier  of  hu- 
man beings  actually  employed  at  the 
period  of  bis  report.  Bad  as  he  hnd 
thought  the  condition  of  the  puople  cos- 
ployed  in  the  factories,  he  never  oelieved 
that  the  amount  ofdestitutionwaaao  grant 
u  that  which  ndoaUy  it  wee.   UuUSam 
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•Uted  that  hif  remarks  did  not  apply  to 
the  cotton  trade  merely,  but  more  or  less 
to  the  silk  trade,  and  to  the  woollen  and 
flax  trade  even  more  than  to  the  cotton 
trade.  It  appeared,  then,  that  if  the  mills 
generally  had  been  at  work,  and  all  their 
available  power  in  operation,  about  29,800 
persons  would  be  actually  employed  more 
than  the  numlier  now  employed.  The 
number  of  persons  employed  on  short 
time,  and  consequently  receiving  dimi- 
nished wages,  was  no  less  than  32,000 ;  so 
that  there  were  61,000  persons  partially 
employed,  or  not  employed  at  all;  and  even 
deducting  14,516  for  the  3,350  new  horse 
power  added  since  1839,  there  would 
still  remain  15,300  unemployed,  and 
32,000  partially  employed,  out  of  those 
who  appeared  once  to  have  been  em- 
ployed— making  together  nearly  50,000 
people  out  of  223,000,  or  about  two- 
ninths  of  the  population  in  distress  for 
want  of  employment.  He  was  aware 
that  it  might  be  said  that  additional  power 
had  been  created  without  ever  having 
given  employment;  but  it  struck  him, 
from  the  general  character  of  the  report, 
that  the  whole  number  of  people  had 
been  employed.  The  right  hon.  fia- 
ronety  the  Member  for  Dorchester,  stated 
the  other  night,  that  since  1839,  no 
fewer  than  ninety-one  new  cotton  mills 
had  been  established,  and  he  was  sure  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  in  alluding  to  a  docu- 
ment not  before  the  public,  did  not  intend 
to  dieal  unfairly  with  the  House  when  he 
stated  the  addition  which  had  been  made 
to  the  productive  power  of  the  country  ; 
but  in  using  that  as  an  argument  against 
any  distress  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts, he  ought  to  have  stated  that 
during  that  time  the  addition  was  in 
this  way  far  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  the  enormous  quantity  of  power  thrown 
out  of  employment.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet mentioned  that  ninety-one  new  ad- 
ditional mills  had  been  established,  having 
a  power  of  3,350  horses ;  but  it  appeared 
that  at  the  very  same  time  mills  having  a 
power  of  6,778  horses  were  out  of  em- 
ployment, so  that  there  still  remained 
mills  having  a  power  of  3,438  horses  un- 
employed, and  as  Mr.  Horner  showed, 
this  power  would  give  employment  to 
at>out  16,000  persons.  It  appeared,  then, 
that  nearly  60,000  persons  were  either 
destitute  of  employment,  or  working  on 
short  time.  He  would  not  have  dwelt  on 
this  appalling  fact  if  Mr.  Homer  had  not 


in  his  report,  pointed  out  the  nature  of 
the  causes  which  prevented  persons  find- 
ing employment,  and  given  a  fair  ground 
for  inferring  that  these  fearful  results  were 
connected  with  the  operation  of  the  sliding 
scale ;  and  he  dwelt  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, not  in  order  to  harrow  the  feelings  of 
the  House  by  picturing  the  distress,  but  in 
the  hope  that  by  doing  so  he  might  be 
able  to  make  them  comprehend  the  effect 
of  the  Corn-law  on  the  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  induce  them  to  apply  a  remedy. 
Mr.  Homer  stated  the  mode  in  which  the 
distress  in  the  manufacturing  districts  was 
bringing  about  the  substitution  of  machi- 
nery for  human  labour— how  it  was  that 
the  more  the  manufacturer  became  dis- 
tressed, the  greater  was  the  difficulty  he 
experienced  in  competing  with  the  foreign 
manufacturer ;  and  the  greater  the  inge- 
nuity he  exercised  in  the  invention  of  ma- 
chinery that  he  might  as  much  as  possible 
dispense  with  human  labour.  The  die* 
tress  was  not  merely  temporary  when  they 
thus  threw  human  beings  out  of  employ- 
ment, unless  some  new  and  great  stimulus 
was  given  to  trade.  Every  improvement 
in  machinery,  in  the  long  run,  with  free- 
trade  and  with  full  opportunity  for  human 
labour  to  develope  itself,  must  increase 
the  amount  of  human  labour  employed ; 
but  the  application  of  improved  machinery 
which  was  occasioned  not  by  prosperity, 
but  by  the  efforts  of  distreu,  merely 
substituted  machinery  for  a  certain  amount 
of  human  labour,  without  leading  to  any 
further  demand  for  the  latter.  Under  the 
present  system,  there  might  be  human 
labour  thrown  out  of  the  market  and  for 
ever  kept  out  of  it  by  the  introduction 
of  machinery.  In  every  manufacture, 
said  Mr.  Horner,  iagenuity  had  been 
stimulated  to  manufacture  the  articles  at 
less  cost,  by  making  machinery  more 
productive  and  by  subitituting  mechanical 
for  manual  labour;  and,  when  manual 
labour  was  still  necessary,  by  substituting 
children  for  adults.  In  every  department 
of  a  cotton  mill  the  object  had  been  car- 
ried more  or  less  into  effect  by  these 
means,  but  in  no  department  so  conspica- 
ously  as  in  one  of  the  last  processes,  the 
spinning  of  the  yam  on  mules,  which  was 
performed  by  the  most  skilled,  and  there- 
fore the  highest-paid  class  of  workers  in 
the  mill.  Those  persons  who  were  for* 
merly  paid  the  highest  wages  now  earned 
least,  and  were  called  by  their  brother 
workmen  cyphers.    He  would  invite  Uw 
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attention  of   the  House  to  the  ipecific  ^  wai,  thtt  the  niiniber  of  penoni  o«t  of 
neani  by  which,  according  to  Mr.  Horner, '  employment  was    fearfully    iaife.    The 

human  labour  was  dispensed  with.    That  account  of  the  effect   upon  the    wa|cea 

gentleman  stated,  with  regard  to  Man-  of     those     still     employed     was     not 

Chester,  \  quite  so  unsatisfactory.    In  the  case  of 

"  In  a  mill  in  Manchester  (A.  B.),  where  some  cissses  of  workmen  wages  had  in- 

they  spin  the  fineit  numbers  of  ysm,  a  room  creased ;    but  as  a  counter-balance,  one 

was  shown  to  roe  where,  in  1:399,  there  were  out  of  cTery  two  workmea  in  those  clasaea 

eight  mules  of  3i  I  ipindles  each,  worked  by  had  been  thrown  out  of  empkqfmeot.     It 

four  spinneri.    The  mules  were  after  ward  i  appeared  to  him  that  there  was  a  laial 

t:^l1o:rJ'&  :leT  b^'tt^o'  iPni^'  change  takine  place  in  our  m.nnfacture. ; 

The.e  lengthened  mules  were  immediately  to  not  fatal  under  some  circumsUnces  and 

be  (loublodccked,  as  similar  ones  in  the  mill  under  a  proper  system  of  trade,  but  fatal 

had  already  been,  and  then  one  msn  would  unless  the  people  could  get  enptoyment. 

work  the  whole.    Tbui  one  man  now  works  What  was  the  operation  of  thia  sulMilu- 

the  2,6yi  spindles,  which  in  IH'29  were  worked  tjon    of  machinery  for    human   labour? 

by  four  men.    In  anoiber  mill  (LL.),  also  Cpital  was  eipended  on  machinery  and 

spinners  of  fine  yarn,  1  ^und  a  ^nan  wo,km^  mechanical  improfements,  and  the  work- 

two  in  u  lei  •  if  864  luindles  fatii,  who  formerly  .       r        .-,             »■■. 

worked  two  of  300  each.    The  mule  of  300  "»^n  ^^^^  l*»ro-"  out  of  employment   B«t 

was  thirty.four  feet  long— that  of  864  was  that  was  not  all :  a  tendency  was  giten  to 

nineiy.four  feet.    At  a  mill  in  Bolton  (G.ll.),  over  production.    For  when  human  labo«r 

spinning  low  numbers,  I  found  a  roan  who  was  employed,  if  from  overproduction  Of 

had  formerly  worked  two  mule^  of  336  spindles  other  causes  prices  were  not  remunerative, 

t4ih,  working  four  double-decked  mules  of  the  balance  was  restored  by  no  tern  iiloyinc 

seve.ity.two  feet  in  length,  and  "rrying  each  labourers,  and  thus  diminishiof 

672  ipiiidl'sso  that  he   was  working  2,6flH  '                     i     .^        i.   .     l         ^ 

spindlU.    lie  was  .pinning  No.  40.***   The  the  amount  of  production  ;  but  when  «o. 

owner  of  a  mill  in  Bolton  (J.K.)  writes  to  me:  chsnical  labour  was  used,  and  the  machiM 

*  By  increasing  the  length  of  onr  mules,  we  now  was  made,  as  Mr.  Homer  eaplained,  nod 

emi'loy  only  twenty-six  spinners  to  do  the  as  hoo.  Gentlemen  who  were  at  all  ac* 

same  work  which  required  thirty-Ave  spinners  qaatntcd   with     these   thioga  must    WoH 

in  1837.*''  ,  know,  the   manufacturer    found    it  ad* 

Again,  Mr.  Horner  uid  :  1  ^'^hle  to  go  on  working  and  prodnriiic 

I  even  at  a  loss,  rather  than  permt  the 

"  In  a  mill   in  Manchester,  spinning  fine  machinery  to  stand  still.     Now  what  ma 

numbers  (.M   N),  ihirty-three  spinntrrs  do  the  ^j,^  ^jTecl,  and  what  waa  the  natwal  and 

work  on  which  sixty  were  formerly  employed.  _•    ■     .            j     r                    j     -•      »      a 

In  anoih.r  .►f  il.c  ,..«r  de^cnpimn  (II.  ti.).  «^'"®"*  remedy  for  over  prodKlioor     A 

two  vean  airn  ihry  hid  nine  ^pinncn.  hut, l.y  cessation  of  production  in  order  to  allow 

doiitile-drckingihe  mule«,  only  thrve  are  re-  the  atock  on  hand  to  become  eibauated, 
quired.    In  a  third  ■:F.  K.).  npinoing  low  num. 
bers,  ihcy  had  in  lU3t,  fi»rty.»ix  »pinners  and 

eighty    piecrr* ;    they  hi?  e    now    twenty -five „             _ 

sp.iimr,    and    *e»t..t>-lne  pircers   to   do  :hc  j  j„7^„  ^-^^-^-J^f^,™;]^^^^               ^^ 

sanii*  wurk.      Pir  propni>tor»  uf  a  lar^e  mill  in  ' 
MuTiLhc^iir  |iari%h  (('.  T.),  f  Uk!  igcd  in  spinning 
cinU,  »!4tr,  *  Ili4l  li\   rf>rfnt    nnproTemenls  in 
ihetr  m ach I nenr,  thrv  h.id  n-.l reed  the  number 


until  the  supply  and  demand  again 

in  due  proportion  to  each  other.     But  m 

Lancashire  it  appeared  that  the  namiliBe* 


rather  than  not  at  sll :  and  Mr.  Homer 
said  that  in  consequence  of  the  decioaaad 
price,  the  manufacturers  could  ooly  pay 


of  pcrvihi  rinpluyed  Inim  3  m  to  'i.SH,  ihu«  |  themselves  by  increasing  ihe  quaolity 
saving  the  wsi;r»  of  se««:niy-i«o  pervoot.  '  produced  and  sent  into  the  market,  nod 
witiiout  .lin.inishing  the  iju^niity  ol  work  thus  Still  more  overstocking  the  world 
*"""''  ''**  i  with    goods :    so  that   instead  of    their 

lie  aiiniilird  the  getter jI  principle,  that  ,  having  reason  to  hope  that,  frooi  tho 
in  a  system  ul  free  trade  the  savini;  of  '  eihaustton  of  the  stocks  in  band, 
human  Uliour  wu*  advantageous;  but  in  would  gradually  revive,  and  employ 
the  prcsi-iii  state  of  things,  and  under  the  increase,  there  seemed  reason  to  eppso* 
liresent  «y«tfin  «if  l^t;isUtion,  it  appearod  heud  that  what  had  occurred  dnriog  the 
10  him  t^al  the  immediate  saving  of  two  last  years  of  distress  had  only  oag^ 
human  lalmur.  by  the  tntruductun  ot  new  mentod  the  stock  of  manufactnrad  gooda, 
machinery  into  an V  particular  pniccss,  was  and  deferred  the  period  of  reoawed  do- 
not  compcns4ted  by  a  general  incrcasa  of  mand  and  renewed  employ osesM.  Boi 
the  demand  far  labour ;  nod  that  tha  fact    it    night  be   said,   what  had 
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do    with    the  Corn-Uwi?    He  did  not 
•ay    that  those    laws    were   chargeable 
with  all  theie  evils,   bat  the  operation 
of  those  laws  must  tend  to  produce  such 
results.    There   were,    no    doubt,  other 
causes  which  contributed  to  produce  those 
evils.    The  competition  of  capital  would 
necessarily,  he  was  aware,  reduce  profits ; 
but  was  that  any  reason  why,  by  their 
legislation,  they    should    reduce   profits 
■till  more  ?    It  was  no  excuse  to  say  that 
distreu  would  have  existed  without  legis- 
lation, when  it  was  obvious  that  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Corn-laws,  by  diminishing 
the  supply  of  corn,  necessarily  increased 
the   value  of  human  labour.     Now,  he, 
for  one,  doubted  that  the  plan  of  the  right 
bon.  Baronet  would  tend  to  diminish  the 
existing  evils.    Throughout  the  whole  of 
his  speech,  the  right  hon.   Baronet  had 
not  said  that  his  object  was  to  diminish 
the  price  of  food.  The  right  hon.  Baronet, 
bad  taken  some  offence  at  an  hon.  Member 
saying  that  his  intention  was  to  fix  the 
price  of  corn.     The  right  hon.  Baronet 
■aid  he  would  not  pretend  to  regulate 
prices  by  legislation ;  but  the  only  defence 
be  made  for  his  bill  wafe,  that  prices  would 
be  kept  under  it  to  a  certain  amount ; 
ibat  prices  had  averaged  at  66$.  or  68f., 
mod  that  under  the  bill  they  would  range 
at  54f.  or  66f.,  which   he  considered  a 
very  good  price  to  be  maintained.     [Sir 
A.  Peil :  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man is  mis-stating  what  I  said.]    Perhaps 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  explain  what 
he  had  really  said.     He  was  not  quoting 
from  a  book  or  from  a  newspaper,  but  he 
had  understood  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to 
say  that  the  price  had  been  56s.  or  57s» 
under  the  old  law,  and  that  no  one  could 
fairly  complain  of  the  price  at  56$.  to 
58i.,  and  that  his  bill  would  tend  to  bring 
about  that  average  of  prices.     He  ad- 
mitted that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
not  said  that  his  bill  would  do  this,  but 
he  did  the  best  he  could  in  the  bill  to 
bring  about  that  effect.     But  what  in  fact 
was  the  avowed  object  of  a  sliding-Male 
except  to  keep  the  priee  at  a  particular 
amount  ?     If  not.  why  did  they  put  on  a 
high  duty  when  the  priee  of  corn  was  low, 
ai^  a  low  duty  when  the  price  of  corn 
was  high  ?   Why  to  make  the  price  of  com 
something   between    the    two   extremes. 
[Cheer$  from  the  MintMterial  Benches,] 
A  noble  Lord,  a  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, cheered.    He  assumed,  therefore, 
that  the  nobb  Lord  pot  the  same  interpre- 


tation upon  the  measure  ae  that  which  bo 
was  attnbuting  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
He  had  stated  some  of  the  grounds  of  hii 
objections  to  the  old  Corn-law,  which  were 
not,  in  his  opinion,  removed  by  the  mem* 
sure  now  before  the  House;    and  there 
was    also    this    great    objection,    which 
applied  to  this  as  it  did  to  every  other  law 
having  a  sliding -scale  for  its  principle — 
viz.,  its  monstrous  and  palpable  injustice, — 
the  injustice  that  they  should  frame  laws 
not  to  compensate  for  particular  burdens 
falling  upon    particular  classes-*not  to 
guard    against   temporary  evils,    but    to 
secure  to  the  farmer  that  which  no  Legis- 
lature had  ever  attempted  to  secure  to 
any  other  tradesman  or  manufacturer— 
viz.,  a  certain   and   high  price  for   his 
produce  in  every  season,  and  under  every 
variety  of  circumstance.    The  uncertainty 
of  seasons  was  a  disadvantage  that  applied 
not  to  corn  only,  but  equally  to  all  agri- 
cultural operations ;  sugar,  cotton,  coffee, 
and  in  fact  every  article  that  was  raised 
from  the  earth,  depended  on  the  seasons. 
But    then     there     were    advantages    in 
agriculture    which  compensated  this  dis- 
advantage   to   a     great    extent.      Agri- 
culture ought   not    to    have    these   ad- 
vantages over   other  trades  without  the 
counterbalancing  evil    that    nature  had 
assigned  them  all.    So  long  as  they  had 
a  law  upon  the  principle  of  the  one  before 
them,  so  long  as  they  had  a  class  interest 
keeping  up  the  price  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce by  legislative  enactment,  so  long 
would  they  hold  out  to  the  world  an  in- 
stance of  a  Legislature  endeavouring  by 
its  legislation,  to  promote  the  interests  ol* 
its  members  against  those  of  the  people 
at  large.     He  had  never  indulged  iir  im- 
putations against  the  agriculturists,  and 
he  was  not  now  going  to  attribute  to  them 
any  sordid  or  improper  motives,  but  this 
he  might  say,  that  they  were,  in  this' 
matter,  following  that  bias  of  judgment 
which,  even  in  the  highest-minded  people, 
would  operate  with   them   in  favour  of 
their    own    interests.     Hon.    Gentlemen 
were  giving  way    to  that  bias  without 
feeling  its  force ;  but,  as  long  as  legislation 
was  carried  on  under  its  influence,  they 
would  give  grounds  for  discontent,  and 
teach  the  people  to  complain.     One  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  the  present  Corn- 
law,  which  had  been  advanced  during  the 
discussions  upon  the  subject  last  year, 
struck  him  as  having  some  weigh!  with 
many  hon.  Members,  and  ho  was  iimnm 
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to  reply  to  it  by  specific  statistical  state- 
ments, instead  of  by  general  argument. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Dorsetshire  (Mr. 
Bankes)  had  repeated  the  argument,  and 
he  believed  it  had  even  been  advocated  by 
some  of  those  who  were  favourable  to  free- 
trade  principles.  It  was  said,  that  there  was 
at  least  this  good  in  ihe  Corn-laws,  that 
when  the  price  was  high  in  this  country, 
the  duty  on  foreign  corn  was  low,  and 
thus  a  supply  was  obtained.  The  only 
argument  in  favour  of  a  sliding-scale,  as 
against  a  fixed  duty,  which  had  any  sem- 
blance of  force,  was  that  derived  from  the 
fact,  that  the  varying  duty  is  when  prices 
are  very  high  below  the  amount  of  8i. 
proposed  for  the  fixed  duty.  Those  who 
used  this  argument  confined  the  attention 
of  their  hearers  to  the  mere  item  of  duty, 
and  dwelt  on  the  diminution  of  duiv  as  if 

m 

that  were  of  any  importance  to  the  public, 
while  that  diminution  denoted  an  increase 
of  price.  *'  What  right  have  you  to  com- 
plain," they  said,  "  when  the  duty  is  only 
a  shillini;?"  The  fair  answer  to  this  would 
be — "  We  have  a  right  to  complain  when 
the  price  of  wheat  is  7ds.  a  quarter."  This 
argument  was  more  particularly  used  in 
the  debates  of  August  and  September  last, 
and  as  the  price  was  then  high,  and  corn 
was  coming  in  at  a  1«.  duty,  it  was  fre- 
quently said,  in  the  course  of  those  de- 
bates, that  it  would  at  that  very  time  be 
worse  for  the  public  to  have  the  fixed  duty 
proposed  by  tne  late  Ciovernment  than  the 
existing  sliding-scale.  '*  I  am  always  re- 
joiced, continued  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member,  to  be  able  to  gii  a  fallacy  com- 
mitted to  specific  facts,  and  reduceablc  to 
actual  figures*  and  as  I  think  it  is  most 
useful  that  the  country  »huuld  know  ex- 
actly what  wjs  the  result  of  having  the 
existing  sliding*scale  instead  of  the  pro- 
posed fixed  duty,  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September  last,  I  think  I  may 
as  well  ironble  the  Hou«r  with  an  e«ti 
mate  of  the  exact  amount,  which  I  have 
drawn  up  from  the  returns  that  we  have. 
Frum  the  returns  made  bv  the  corn  in- 
spectors,  and  given  in  pa;;e  tOO  of  the  last 
|»apers  on  this  subject  which  have  l>een 
sent  round,  we  get  thr  actual  amount  of 
sales  in  the  markets  in  which  the  averages 
are  taken.  We  know  almi  the  average 
price ;  and  can.  therefore,  exactly  calculate 
the  amount  paid  for  the  whole  quantity  of 
corn  sold  in  these  markcti.  Now,  I  have 
compared  these  amounts  with  what  I  esti- 
mate as  those  which  would  have  been  paid 


on  the  same  quantities  had  the  plan  of  the 
late  Ministry  been  adopted  by  Parliameot, 
and  the  Ss.  duty  become  law  aboot  the 
beginning  of  August.  Had  that  beeo 
the  case,  I  may  assume  that  io  the  first 
week  of  August  a  considerable  importation 
would  have  commenced.  The  average 
price  then  was  68f.  3</.,  and  I  may  there- 
fore, at  least,  assume  that  the  price  would 
not  have  risen  above  that  amount,  but 
continued  thereat  from  that  time  to  the 
10th  of  September,  when  the  great  impor* 
tation  actually  took  place.  Bat»  sarelyt  I 
may  assume  more.  When  the  importation 
actually  took  place  the  price  immediateW 
fell  to  64s.  M, ;  and,  unless  noi  only  all 
the  notions  of  Gentlemen  opposite,  but 
also  all  the  calculations  of  practical  men 
respecting  the  price  at  which  wheat  night 
be  imported  from  abroad  are  utterly  errone- 
ous,! may  surely  assume  that  in  Auguithst 
wheat  might,  with  a  profit,have  been  landed 
in' England  at  56f.  8(i..,  and  might,  conie- 
quently  with  an  8s.  duty,  have  been  told 
for  64s.  8c/.,  and  I  think  I  shall,  therebn, 
be  quite  within  the  mark  when  I  asanne 
that  the  operation  of  a  fixed  duty  of  8s., 
taking  effect  at  the  beginning  of'^  Anguat 
last,  would  have  been  immediatelv  to 
bring  down  pricea  to  64s.  8J.,  and  keep 
them  at  any  rate  as  low  as  that.  Now.  I 
find  from  the  returns,  and  from  the  Lomdom 
Oazetie,  that  during  the  period  of  lis 
weeks  from  the  .30th  of  July  to  the  10th 
September: — 

In  the  Itt  week  there  are  returned  as  sold 
1 10,07 G  quarters,  at  an  average  price  of  70s.  M 
per  quarter. 

lu  the  2nd  week  there  are  returned  as  sold 
1 1  t,34o  quarters,  at  an  average  price  of  7ts. 
3d  per  quarter. 

In  the  :{nl  week  there  are  returned  as  sold 
lORpSa.l  quancn,  at  an  average  price  of  74s. 
7(/.  |>er  quarter. 

In  the  4th  week  there  are  returned  as  sold 
9 1, -.MO  quarters,  at  an  average  pnce  of  76s. 
!(/.  per  quarter. 

In  the  Mh  week  there  are  returned  as  sold 
C0,H9M  quarters,  at  an  average  price  of  74s. 
lii.  |>er  quarter 

In  the  t'th  week  there  are  returned  as  sold 
TJ/M-'i  quarters,  at  an  average  price  of  71s« 
2d.  |H:r  quart vr. 

Now,  on  the  supposition  of  the  price 
having  un  )er  a  fiied  duty  continued  all  thia 
time  at  '»8s.  ru/.,  the  enhancement  of  priet, 
and  consi^|uent  lots  to  the  consumefp  by 
the  sliding-scale,  would  have  been— in  the 
first  week,  *Ji.  'J(i.  a  quarter;  in  the  ae* 
cond,  4f.  ^d. :  in  the  third,  6s.  4^.;  in  the 
fourth.  7s.  \0d.;   in  the  fifth,  5f.  VkL; 
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and  in  the  sixth,  2f.  Ud.  On  the  suppo- 
sition that  under  a  fixed  duty  the  price 
had  fallen  to,  and  continued  at  64s.  8c/., 
the  loss  would  have  been — 5s.  9d.,  in  the 
first  week,  75.  9d.  in  thes  econd,  9s.  l\d. 
in  the  third,  Us.  5d.  in  the  fourth,  9s.  5d, 
in  the  fifth,  and  6s.  6d.  in  the  6lh.  Taking 
these  data,  it  is  easy  to  calculate  what  the 
loss  to  the  consumer,  occasioned  by  having 
the  present  sliding-scale,  instead  of  the 
proposed  fixed  duty,  would  have  been ;  ^ 

1st  week,  the  loss  od  110,076  quarters 
sold  would,  on  the  first  supposition,  have 
been  2i.  2d,  per  quarter,  equal  to  11,924/., 
and  OD  the  second  5i.  9(/.  per  quarter,  equal 
to  31,684/. 

3nd  week,  the  loss  on  111,346  quarters 
sold  would,  on  the  first  supposition,  have 
been  4i.  2d,  per  quarter,  equal  to  23,197/., 
and  on  the  second  7i.  9</.  per  quarter,  equal 
to  43,146/. 

3rd  week,  the  loss  on  108,383  quarters 
•old  would,  on  the  first  supposition,  have 
been  6i.  Ad.  per  quarter,  equsd  to  34,321/. 
and  on  the  second  9i.  Ilcf.  per  quarter,  equal 
to  53,839/. 

4th  week,  the  loss  on  91,219  quarters 
sold  would,  on  the  first  supposition,  have 
been  7#.  tOd.  per  quarter,  equal  to  35,727/., 
and  on  the  second,  lis.  5d,  per  quarter,  equal 
to  52,070/. 

5tb  week,  the  loss  on  69,898  quarters  sold 
would,  on  the  first  supposition,  have  been 
5i.  10^.  per  quarter,  equal  to  20,386/.,  and 
on  the  second,  9s.  5c/.  per  quarter,  equal  to 
52,910/. 

6th  week,  the  loss  on  72,915  quarters  sold 
would,  on  the  first  supposition,  have  been 
2s.  lid.  per  quarter,  equal  to  10,633/.,  and 
on  the  second,  6s.  6d  per  quarter,  equal  to 
23,697/. 

Thus  in  six  weeks,  the  loss  on  563,837 
quarters  sold  would,  on  the  first  suppo- 
sition, have  been  136,188/.,  and  on  the 
second,  237,346/.  Now,  the  total  amount 
of  wheat  returned  by  the  inspectors,  as 
sold  in  1841,  is  only  3,913,927  quarters, 
but  the  consumption  of  the  United  King- 
dom cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than 
16,000,000  quarters  of  wheat,  and  conse- 
quently the  quantity  returned  from  these 
towns  ^oes  not  appear  to  be  one-fourth  of 
the  total  consumption.  In  order,  there- 
fore, to  estimate  the  real  amount  of  the 
loss  in  these  six  weeks,  we  must  suppose 
that  there  was  at  least  four  times  as  much 
corn  sold  all  over  England,  with  a  similar 
loss  thereon.  This  would  give  a  total  sale 
of  about  2,255,348  quarters,  on  which  the 
loss,  even  on  the  supposition  that  a  great 
importation  had  merely  kept  down  the 
price  to  68s.  3c/.,  which  it  was  at  the  end 
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of  July,  would  amount  to  544,752/. ;  and 
on  the  supposition  that  a  great  importa- 
tion, at  the  beginning  of  August,  would 
have  reduced  the  price  to  64s.  8d.,  as  it 
actually  did  when  the  large  importation 
took  place  in  September,  the  total  loss 
would  have  been  not  less  than  949,384/. 
But  this  is  doing  no  justice  to  the  compa- 
rison between  the  operation  of  a  fixed  duty 
and  a  sliding-scale.  If  there  is  truth  in 
any  of  our  speculations  on  the  subject,  the 
effect  of  a  fixed  duty  would  be  to  produce 
a  regular  trade  in  corn — liable,  no  doubt, 
to  some  fluctuations  in  price,  in  conse- 
quence of  variations  of  seasons  and  har- 
vests, but  still  enabling  us  generally  to 
command  a  regular  supply  of  corn  from 
abroad,  at  a  price  of  50s.  or  52s.,  or,  with 
a  fixed  duty  of  8s.,  at  a  cost  of  from  58s. 
to  60s.  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that, 
had  a  fixed  duty  been  for  some  years  in 
operation,  and  had  we  been  in  the  habit  of 
drawing  a  regular  supply  of  wheat  from 
the  continent,  we  should,  with  a  fixed  duty 
of  8s.,  have  obtained  foreign  wheat  during 
the  whole  of  these  six  weeks  at  60s.  the 
quarter,  and  that  the  price  of  the  wheat 
sold  in  England  during  that  time  would 
never  have  risen  beyond  that  sum.  Now, 
on  this  supposition,  what  was  the  loss 
attributable  during  these  six  weeks  to  our 
having  a  sliding-scale  instead  of  a  fixed 
duty  of  8s.  ? 

In  the  first  week  a  loss  of  at  least  1  Oi.  a  quar« 
ter  on  110,076  quarters,  equal  to  55,038/. 

In  the  second  week  a  loss  of  at  leait  12f.  a 
quarter  on  111,346  quarters,  equal  to  66,807/. 

In  the  third  week  a  loss  of  at  least  14s. 
a  quarter  on  108,383  quarters,  equal  to 
75,868/. 

In  the  fourth  week  a  loss  of  at  least  16s.  a 
quarter  on  91,219  quarters,  equal  to  72,975/. 

In  the  fifth  week  a  lou  of  at  least  14s.  a 
quarter  on  69,898  quarters,  equal  to  48,928/. 

In  the  sixth  week  a  loss  of  at  least  Us.  a 
quarter  on  72^915  quarters,  equal  to  40,103/., 

Which  amounts,  in  the  six  weeks,  to  a  to- 
tal loss,  on  563,837  quarters,  of  359,7 19/., 
in  the  average  towns ;  and  consequently, 
on  the  grounds  which  1  before  mentioned, 
to  a  total  loss  of  probably  no  less  than 
1 ,438,876/.  on  the  total  quantity  sold  in 
the  United  Kingdom  during  that  period. 
But  this  is  not  the  total  loss  to  the  public 
by  having  a  sliding-scale  instead  of  a  fixed 
duty.  As  far  as  a  duty,  whether  fixed  or 
varying,  raises  the  prices  of  home-grown 
grain,  the  addilional  sum  taken  from  the 
consumer  goes  into  the  pockets  of  the  sel- 
ler; and  the  loss  to  the  public  which  I 
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have  calculated  on  these  three  sappotitions 
at /i44.O(»0/.,  ?>49,000/.,  and  1,438,000/. 
respectively  goes  into  the  pockets  partly 
of  the  luiiillords  and  partly  of  the  corn- 
dealers.  But,  with  respect  tojihe  foreipi 
corn  im{>ortcd,  whatever  is  added  to  price 
hy  a  fixed  duty  all  goes  to  the  public 
•'eveniie<4,  rontribuics  to  public  piirpc>v*ii, 
and'  benefits  the  consumerss  of  corn  by 
prt>vcntinc^  the  necessity  of  imposing  other 
taxes.  But  in  thit  case  of  a  sliding:- scale, 
a  very  small  portion  of  the  additional  price 
atlribuluble  to  the  duty  fi^s  to  the  public  ; 
iMcause  the  high  duties,  for  the  mofit 
part,  o|>eraie  on  price  without  beinj;  ac- 
tually paid ;  and  those  that  actually  are 
paid  are  almost  always  insignificant.  In 
September  last,  no  lets  than  *2,I7^,:{7I 
rpiarters  of  wheat  and  tloar  were  entered 
for  liome  consumption,  chiefly  at  the  If. 
dutv.  on  which  the  total  amount  receiv<'d 


present  fluctuating  duly.  I  meet  theee 
assertions  by  taking  the  exici  working  of 
the  sliding-scale  on  the  actual  aales  and 
importations  of  six  weeks,  and  compariiif 
it  with  what  wc  may  fairly  calculate  to 
have  been  under  similar  circumstancei 
during  the  same  period,  the  working  of  a 
fixed  duty  of  8s.  I  think  I  have  proved 
that  by  the  operation  of  the  sliding-scalf, 
the  price  of  bread  was  greatly  enhanced,  ao 
much  so,  that  we  cannot  fairly  say  that  the 
pi'opleof  Kntflandhadleisthan  1, '438,000/. 
more  to  pay  for  six  weeks*  wheat  than  they 
would  have  hail  with  an  8s.  fixed  duty ; 
that  this  sum  they  lost  by  the  present  law 
remaining  in  force ;  that  this  sum  they 
would  have  kept  in  their  pockets  had  the 
8&.  fixed  duty  been  fairly  in  operation ; 
that  this  sum  they  paid  to  the  landlords 
and  cnrii-di'alcrs;  and  that  in  addition 
they  lost  730,0(K)/.  fur  the  revenue  of  this 


for  public    revenue   was  only    1 3.'>, 81 8/.  !  country,   and  had  the   pleasure  of  pay- 


Now,  at  an  8f.  duty,  the  same  amount  of 
wheat  would  have  produced  a  total  amount 
of  S7 1, 3^8/.;  and  if  you  deduct  from  this 
IJ-'i^SlH^,  the  amount  actiiilly  rcceivpd. 
the  remainder,  about  7:iO,000/.,  i«  the 
•mount  lost  to  the  public  revenue  by  hav. 
ing  a  hiding  scale  instead  of  a  fixeil  duty. 
And  thi<i  loss  of  duty  is  not,  as  I  have 
shown,  compensated  to  the  public  by  any 
diminution  of  the  price  of  bread,  but 
is  a$:gravatcd  by  a  considerable  increase 
of  price,  owing  to  the  sliding- scale.  In 
addition  to  this  clear  \om  of  730,000/. 
in  the  shape  of  revenue,  the  public  lo^e «, 
by  having  to  pay  according  to  lh«^  lhri*e 
preccdini;  calculations,  either  /iM.OnO/., 
04'>,<)nn/.,or  l,43H,000/.  So  that,  puiiinc 
the  two  lotfti'S  together,  the  piililic  could 
not  h.ivc   loAt  less   than   1,-J7  t,o00/.  ;    it 


ing  it,  partly  lo  continental  landlords  and 
corn  dealers,  and  partly  to  our  own  spe- 
culators. I  have  taken  here  the  very 
circumstances  selected  by  our  opponents 
ns  most  favourable  to  the  shding-scale. 
fender  these  circumstances  alone  do  they 
represent  their  device  as  producing  mora 
relief  to  the  consumer  than  coold  bt 
obtained  with  a  fixed  doty.  Under  these 
very  circumstances,  I  think  I  have  proved 
the  sliding-scale  to  be  productive  of  a  verj 
serious  comparative  enhancement  of  ihe 
price  of  bread,  as  well  as  of  a  waste  of 
public  revenue.  But,  however  I  may  flatter 
fuy^i  If  as  havint;  shown  the  fallacy  of  thia 
very  cumn.fin  aruument  in  favour  of  the 
slidin*^-S(*ale.  and  however  curious  I  may 
rnav  l>e  to  hear  how  the  inferences  which 
I    have   de<luced    from    actual   facts  and 
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inav.  tnore  probably,  be  said  to  have  l«*st  I  fii^ures  can  be  met.  I  cannot  flatter  myself 
l,(i7M,0M0/. ;  and,  comparine  the  actual  j  that  the  fallacy  which  I  have  attempted  to 
working  of  the  slidin^-scale  with  wh.it  |  expose  will  be  uteil  one  bit  less  frequently 
woiiM  probably  have  l»een  t^e  wurkinfr  of  i  tir  less  confidently  than  U-fore,  Bat  1 
a  fixed  duty,  had  It  had  a  few  y*  ar%'  trial,  feel  confident  that  the  publ>c  has  thought 
we  cannot  say  that  ihe  comparative  lo<s  of  ■  so  much  on  the  subject  within  the  last  few 
both  kind^  occa«ioned  by  nur  preiont  «%«•  -  niimth*  that  it  will  not  be  imposed  on  by 
t^m  cnulil  have  been  less  than  '2.1^*«.i>'ti>/.  thiA  f.dljcy.  or  allow  its  ears  lo  be  tickled 
TliM  M  niy  ansvi-r  to  thi'  ari:uineni,  tliat  ^'V  thi4  confiiikiiin  t>etween  duly  and  prico. 
at  any  rale  when  prices  are  hi^h,  the  prr.  Thi*  puMic  has  learned  to  distinguish  be- 
M'lit  «iitlin::-scale  i^  less  oppreii%ive  ilun  j  Iweeu  duiiet  nnd  prices;  ii  has  learnt 
the  pr()|Mise<l  fixed  duly  :  that  the  sudilen  ,  that  tliiiu^h,  according  to  the  sliding* 
hiurenn;:  of  the  »cale  of  dutv  at  h<;!h  M':ih*,  thr  duly  fill«  as  the  price  rises,  ihe 
prices  eoin(>c!iS4l<-f  for  its  h(-i;:ht  at  lnw  material  poiui  for  Ihe  eon«idi  rdtinn  of  the 
f.neet;  and  to  the  asurtion.  th  it  in  the  cun^unirr  i«,  thai  the  price  rises  as  the 
eourv  iif  litis  vrry  last  season  ihf  pniv  of  ilu;v  falU:  .imi  thai  t«i  him  tlie  material 
wheat  Wduhl  h4\e  bee u  t,'reatlv  enhanced  ihin^  i«  imiI  what  duty  is  |»aid  at  the 
had  we  had  an  bl*  fucd,  instead  of  the    port*,   but   what    price  he   paya   in   tho 
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mtrkett.  The  public  it  not  to  be  misled 
by  the  pretended  humanity  of  your  low 
duties;  it  knows  well  that  in  these 
low  duties  lies  the  very  sling  of  the  sliding- 
scsle,  and  that  low  duties  mean  high 
prices.  For  it  is  to  get  to  these  low  duties 
liiat  corn  is  kept  back  until  (he  price  rises 
10  that  great  heif^ht  st  which  the  duties 
are  lowest.  He  felt  grateful,  continued  the 
hon.  Member,  to  the  House  for  the  atten- 
tion with  which  they  had  listened  to  the  ar- 
guments which  he  had  brought  forward  to 
defend  his  vote.  There  were  certainly  two 
merits  in  the  bill  of  tlie  right  hon.  Baronet. 
The  first  was,  that  it  would  bring  a  little 
more  revenue.  Another,  and  a  far  greater, 
advantage  was,  that  it  had  pulled  the  first 
brick  out  of  the  old  system,  which  gave 
hope  that  the  rest  might  follow  at  a  future 
time.  The  poor  old  Corn-law,  aAer  hav* 
ing  been  ridden  to  death  in  June  and  July 
last  on  the  hustings,  now  found  only  one 
defender  in  the  hon.  Member  for  Walling- 
ford  (Mr.  Blackstone).  At  any  rate,  with 
whatever  arguments  hon.  Members  went 
to  the  hustings  for  the  future,  the  good 
old  Corn-laws  would  not  be  amongst 
them.  No,  it  would  be  the  merit  of 
having  repealed  that  law  which  would 
hencefortb  be  insisted  on.  Some  other 
cry  would  be  resorted  to,  just  as  unfair 
and  unmeaning,  with  a  consistency  like 
that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Lincolnshire^ 
he  meant  the  Member  opposite  (Mr. 
Christopher),  who  first  of  all  said,  ''  stand 
by  the  old  Com-laWy"  who  next  proposed 
an  alteration  in  that  law«  who  then  pro- 
posed to  make  a  change  in  that  very 
alteration,  and  finally  who  wound  up  his 
consistency  by  voting  against  himself, 
and  negatived  his  own  amended  proposal. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  other  day  had 
adverted,  in  a  touching  manner,  to  the 
difficulties  by  which  he  was  surrounded  on 
the  present  occasion.  He  had  addressed 
the  Opposition — he  had  appealed,  al- 
though not  in  explicit  terms,  to  their  good 
sense,  their  generosity,  their  sense  of 
public  duty,  to  support  him  against  these 
unreasonable  friends  of  his.  On  the 
only  two  occasions  when  those  friends  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  plucked  up 
their  courage  to  divide  against  him  hon. 
Memtwrs  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  had  supported  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  He  assured  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
rouet,  that  whenever  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet's agricultural  friends  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  choosing  between  the  right 


hon.  Baronet's  scheme  and  a  worse  pro- 
position, the  right  hon.  Baronet  should 
have  his  support;  but  whenever  it  was  a 
choice  between  the  right  hon.  Baronet's 
scheme  and  a  better,  he  should  be  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  him.  Might  be 
venture  to  ask  the  rieht  hon.  Baronet, 
hampered  as  he  was  by  the  agricultural  and 
landed  interest.  [Sir  72.  Peel" had  nothing 
to  complain  of.'j  Might  he  ask  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  when  he  appealed  to  them 
to  take  this  reasonable  course,  to  take  a  re- 
trospective glance,  and  to  say  what  would 
have  been  the  result,  if  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net  seeing  that  sooner  or  later  somechange 
was  inevitable,  had  pursued  the  same  rea- 
sonable course,  when  his  noble  Friend  was 
in  office  ?  He  conscientiously  believed  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  last  Session 
set  the  example  by  coming  forward  and 
holding  to  the  agricultural  interest  the 
same  language  as  he  held  now — had  he 
told  them  then  as  he  did  now  that  he 
would  make  as  good  terms  for  them  as  he 
could,  if  they  would  not  insist  on  having 
too  much— if,  instead  of  raking  up  all  the 
stale  arguments  which  he  found  in  favour 
of  the  old  Corn-law,  causing  the  utmost 
excitement  and  violence  amonnt  the  agri- 
cultural interest-«*if,  instead  of  doing  this, 
he  had  come  forward,  holding  the  same 
language  of  moderation  which  he  now 
held-^it  was,  he  repeated,  his  conscien- 
tious belief  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
might  have  contributed  then  to  do  what 
he  sought  to  accomplish,  but  which  even 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  expect 
to  do,  by  the  present  measure— namely » 
to  put  the  trade  in  corn  on  a  stable  footing 
by  a  solid  and  enduring  law. 

Sir  £•  Knaichbull  was  understood  to 
maintain  that,  notwithstandinff  all  that 
had  been  said,  the  proposition  (H  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  bad  given  general  satisfaction 
to  the  agricultund  interest.  He  would 
even  go  so  far  as  to  affirm  that  no  measure 
which  had  ever  been  submitted  to  that 
House,  had  met  with  a  more  unanimous 
concurrence,  both  of  Parliament  and  the 
public,  than  the  proposition  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet.  {^Ironical  Cheers.]  Did 
hon.  Gentlemen  dispute  the  fact  ?  He  did 
not  mean  to  include  the  Anti-Corn-law 
League.  He  was  aware  that  petitions  had 
been  presented  against  the  Government 
measure.  He  knew  also  that  they  &r 
outnumbered  those  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
sure ;  but  why  ?  It  was  because  the  same 
means  had  not  been  resorted  to  by  the 
N2 
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firicc  of  corn.  Now,  he  did  not  think  thnt 
owering  the  price  of  food  was  all  that  »as 
necefwary ;  it  wan  the  meant  of  purchaaing 
that  waa  required,  for  a  man  who  had  no 
money  (*oii1a  get  no  corn.  It  reminded 
him  of  the  tfory  of  a  gentleman  from  the 
ftinter  country,  who  went  into  a  shop  in 
I^ndon  and  aikc«l  the  price  of  egga,  and 
was  told  they  were  six  for  a  ahiiling. 
"Oh/'haid  he,  "  six  for  a  shilling !  why, 
I  can  get  thirteen  for  a  shilling  in  Ireland." 
"  llien,"  replied  the  shopkeeper,  '*  you  had 
iN'tfcr  go  hack  to  Ireland."  ''No,  le. 
joined  the  gentleman,  "that's  of  no  uae, 
for  though  I  can  get  thirteen  egga  for  a 
shilling  in  Ireland,  I  hare  no  money  there 
to  purchase  them."  The  noble  Lord,  Um 
Member  for  Sunderland,  in  speaking  of 
the  prices  of  corn,  had  said,  that  although 
there  had  been  a  gi*od  harrest,  the  price  of 
corn  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  hm 
redded  had  remained  high,  and  had  cauiad 
great  suffering.     If  this  had  been  the 


agriculturists.  It  was  because  those  in 
favour  of  th<*  right  hon.  Daronet's  measure 
preferrcfl  employing  the  means  they  pos- 
sc^Md  in  alleviating  the  distresK  of  the 
p(N»r,  to  proHti tilting  them  in  miitchierouH 
and  usclcsfi  agitation.  Feeling  that  an 
ap(>logy  waa  necessary  on  his  |uirt  for 
venturing  to  addrfss  the  House  upon  a 
suliject  on  which  rrery  argument  had  been 
ixliau!«te(],  and  which  he  hoiieil  was  conse- 
f|uently  about  to  terminate,  he  felt  acutely 
the  great  diqadrantage  under  which  he 
]al¥»ure4l  in  following  the  hon.  and  learned 
Crentlemen  who  had  just  addressofl  the 
lloU!te.  That  hon.  and  learned  Cientlcman 
ailmitti*d  that  the  proposition  of  the  right 
lion,  liaronet  had  some  merit,  because  it 
had  removed  one  brick  from  the  old  Corn- 
law,  from  which  he  augured  the  full  of  the 
whole  structure.  The  noble  I.ord,  the 
Member  for  Sunderland  exulted  in  the 
abolition  of  the  *'  No  surrender  cry.*'  He 
had  talked  of  capitulation,  and  declared 

that  the  flag  was  struck.  He  ventured  to  \  it  must  have  been  that  it  was  neoeaaar?  to 
tell  the  noble  Lord  that  the  fla^  was  not  '  buy  old  corn  before  the  new  com  coulik  ba 
struck — that  there  was  no  surrender.  The  '  bnuight  to  market ;  but  if  auch  a  thing 
noble  LonI  hid  gone  beyond  the  8«.  duty,  j  had  occurred  in  his  pari  of  the  ooantry, 
he  wishetl  to  have  no  duty  whatever,  he  was  sure  that  wages  would  have  f 
Nay,  the  noble  Lord  went  further.  He  \  ailvanced  with  the  high  price  of  cam, 
aaid  that  he  believed  that,  in  making  that 
avowal,  he  was  expressing  the  opini<M]  of 
the  farmers  of  Northumberland.  [Viscount 

Ilonrick :  No,  no.]  If  he  had  misappre-  1  for  Liskeard  on  one  other  point.  The  hoa. 
hendcd  the  noble  Viscount,  he  begged  hi»  and  learned  Member  had  alluded  to  tho 
pardon.  He  um|Ucstionably  understood  the  I  want  of  employment  for  labourers  in  tho 
nohle  ViM*ount  to  go  that  length.  He  con- ■  manufacturing  districta  and  attrihutod 
fesseil  that  he  was  much  disappointed  at  that  to  the  operation  of  the  Com-hwa. 
the  olMcrvat ion H  which  had  fallen  fn>m  an  '  He  did  not  uiiderfttanil  how  the  horn, 
hon.  Member  in  that  evening's  deliatc,  Member  made  that  out.  The  hon.  Mooa- 
and  he  was  luirry  that  the  hon.  (lentlcman  bcr  said,  that  only  one  man  waa  now  on- 
waN  not  in  bin  place  during  the  speech  of  .  ployed  out  of  four,  and  that  within  a 
theiinhle  VisciMint.  For  they  hml  only  three  '  ivrtain  di^ttrict  seTenty-two  manufcctuicn 
proponitions  liefore  the  Houses  a  fixeil  were  not  employing  their  workown  ftiU 
dutv,  against  which  the  hoo.  Gentleman  jtime;  the  dihtrets.  howerer.  of  tho«  por* 
had  vote<l~a  free-trade,  to  which  he  wa<t  ;  ties  did  not  ariv  from  the  Com-lawa,  hvt 
op|KMed — and  the  right  hon.  (ientleman'H  from  labour  having  been  supplanlod  of 
prvponal.  Would  the  hon.  (lenileman  vote  late  by  improvements  in  machinerr*  Ho 
again*>t  all  ?  If  mi.  did  he  think  he  could  had  given  his  conM>nt  to  the  bill  befeoKtho 
maintain  the  prt-vnt  law,  i»hirh  thiisi*  in  '  lltiUM.*,  trusting  that  it  would  sooo  poaa 
tliH  t  aliinet.  under  the  exiMing  cimim.  ;  into  a  law.  and  in  the  full  cnorictioQ  tWt 


that  thesufferiog  of  which  the  noble  Viaooont 
complained  would  not  have  taken  plaeo. 
He  must  refer  again  to  the  hon.   Member 


stancvs  «if  the  country,  and  <on%itlering  the 
increa^M*  of  |iii|iulation  since  the  Corn -law 
of  I'^l.')  was  pa*k«ed,  tli(»ught  ci»uld  not  be 
niaintainnl.     Thi*    hon.    (leutlemen    the 


it  u<iu1d  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  all  tho 
intrrentft  of  ihi*i  country,  agriciiltnmlt 
conmien'ial,  and  manufacturing.  Hon. 
(ientlcmen  opposite  talked  of  the  eidnaivo 


MeinU*r  fur  Li»keafd,  advocateil  a  duty  for  |  frirndu  of  agriculture.     That 


the  purfMiM*  of  revenue,  but  «hat  uoiild 
the  country  say  if  this  money  were  raiMil 
l>v  a  t.i\ation  on  fiMnl.  Then,  vaid  tKe  hon. 
(•i-ntlcnian,  llii*y  might  to  K^il  ti»  the  in- 
tere»t«  ol'  i*oo9umers   in  having  a   hiwer 


hovevi-r,  c«4ild  not  apply  to  tho  Dfoaent 
fioternnient ;  they  had  propoaed  thk 
ihaiige  in  the  law  in  tlie  cnondonoe  tlttl 
it  wcmhl  do  justice  to  the  agricultnml  in- 
tcirst.  but  with  all  equal  eonvidM 
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they  were  doing  wlwt  would  ultimately 
lead  to  the  great  adraatsge  of  all  claiaeB. 
If  the  interesti  of  the  country  were  bound 
up  together,  and  if  one  intereat  could  not 
prosper  without  the  otherRi  he  might  ven- 
ture to  anticipate  that  it  would  he  thought 
that  the  matter  bad  been  fairly  considered 
Inr  the  Gorernment,  and  that  the  ultimate 
effect  would  be  what  all  moat  anxiously 
wished,  and  which  erery  friend  of  thii 
country  should  wish  to  he  the  result. 
Very  much  had  been  said  in  the  course  of 
tlie  discussion  as  to  the  tone  and  temper  in 
which  this  should  be  discussed.  He  anved 
in  thinlcing  that  anything  like  riolence 
should  be  avoided,  and  he  was  quite  satis- 
fied that  whaterer  defects  there  might  be, 
it  was  right  to  pass  this  bill  into  an  act. 
WheoeTor  the  time  should  arrira  when  it 
should  be  deemed  consistent  to  make  fur- 
ther changes,  he  trusted  that  it  would  not 
be  done  in  the  midst  of  criminations  and 
re-crimi nations,  but  ihat  they  would  never 
leee  sight  of  the  great  principle  of  doiag 
everything  for  toe  safety,  honour,  ana 
well-being  of  the  country. 

Viscount  Honrick  begged  to  say  one 
word  by  the  way  of  explanation.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  who  h»d  just  sat  down 
had  done  him  the  honour  ofquotiog  passa- 
ges from  the  speech  which  he  hsd  made 
upon  the  subject,  but  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  quite  mistdien  him  on  one  point,  for 
he  had  quoted  him  as  havins  said  pre- 
cisely the  oppoMte  to  that  which  he  did 
say.  His  argument  was  this — that  the 
present  Corn-lavs  were  so  very  injurious 
to  the  interests  ot  the  country  that  it 
would  be  much  better  if  they  had 
been  toully  repealed.  He,  howerer, 
added,  that  bii  own  view  was  this :  that 
for  the  interests  of  the  oountiy  generally 
it  would  be  better  that  a  fisni  moderate 
duty  should  be  imposed.  To  prove  that 
these  wen  his  sentiments  he  had  gone 
further,  by  stating  that  in  a  very  short  time 
he  believed  such  ao  arraDgement  as  he  had 
advocated  would  not  be  any  longer  prac- 
ticable, for  that  nothing  but  a  total  repeal 
would  then  give  satis&ction.  What  he  had 
also  stated  was  this:  that  among  even  the 
fumen  tbemselTea,  there  was  a  growing 
mHoion  hostile  to  the  eiiiting  Corn-laws. 
This  opinion,  he  must  ssy,  prevailed  much 
more  among  the  Esrmers  in  the  North  of 
Eoglaod  than  those  in  the  South,  which 
latter  class  was  much  inferior  to  the  for- 
mer ID  comfort  and  intelligence. 

Sir  E.  KmiU/AmU  was  perlectly  8at!s6ed 
vith  the  explanation  of  ths  noble  Viscount. 


ten  9}  Recubug.  isi 

Mr.  Skeii  said,  I  cerUinly  an  surprised 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down,  and  who  is  so  remarkable 
for  perspicuity,  should  have  mistaken  the 
observation  of  the  noble  Lord  (Viscount 
Howick),  who  is  so  remarkable  for  bis 
p  rspicuity.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  haa 
misconceived  what  the  noble  Lord  ad- 
vanced, and  he  seems  to  me  to  bava 
omitted  that  part  of  the  speech  which  is 
,  most  deserving  of  attention.  Among  the 
observations  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  was 
struck  with  one  which  appeared  lo  me 
particularly  deserving  of  attention.  The 
noble  Lord  designated  the  messure  of  the 
:  right  hon.  Bsronet  si  the  precursor  of 
ulterior  measures.  The  noble  Lord  listed 
'  that  it  was  obvious  that  the  ri^ht  hoa. 
Baronet  cannot  stop  here,  and  that  either 
he  or  some  oilier  minister  must  ultimately 
abandon  this  protection.  To  that  observ- 
ation  no  remark  has  been  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  Whether  he  agrees 
in  that  remark,  or  did  not  agree,  <t  ii  not 
for  me  lo  determine.  I  think  that  the 
observatitfn  of  the  noble  Lord  deserves  the 
most  serious  consideration.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  is  about  to  tamper  with  the 
law  which  regulates  the  price  of  prori- 
sioni.  It  hss  been  well  said  by  Edmund 
Burke,  in  his  excellent  thoughts  on  scar- 
city ,"  that  to  tamper  with  the  laws  regn- 
latingthe  price  of  provisions,  it  stall  limes 
dangerous,"  but  when  you  do  tamper  with 
these  laws — when  you  do  more—  when  yon 
do  yield  to  public  opinion,  you  oughi,  at 
,  least,  to  see  ihst  you  are  acting  satiifiic- 
;  lorily  to  some  great  party.  You  are  about 
I  to  lake  the  6nl  step,  and  that  an  import. 
\  anl  step,  in  the  course  of  innovation.  You 
are  about  to  take  a  step  whieh  does  not 
,  satisfy  all  patties,  even  on  your  own  side. 
,  The  Duke  of  Buckiogham,  at  least,  feels  a 
\  strong  objection  to  it.  When  that  chanKe 
is  proposed,  he,  who  was  not  in  the  Ca- 
'  binet  of  1839,  ceased  to  be  in  the  Cabinet 
I  of  1842.  Might  he  venture  to  say  "  Hotii 
^  soil  qui  mat  y  pnte?"  When  you  are 
I  about  to  make  a  change  which  is  thought 
,  material  by  your  own  inpporters  it  is  a 
I  matter  of  much  regret  and  of  some  sur- 
prise, lhat  you  do  not  do  at  once  that 
which  you  or  some  one  else  mutt  do  at 
last.  You  still  adhere  to  the  vicious  prin- 
ciple of  the  present  system,  of  which  per- 
petual uncertainly  is  the  conspicuous  es- 
sence. You  atill  adhere  to  the  sliding- 
scale.  You  adhere  to  ihe  principle  that 
afibrda  incentWes,  and  that  tfibrds  oppM- 


363 


Carti'Lawi 


{ COM  MONS  }  ImportaiWH  BM—         364 


tuiiitieit  for  fraudulent  corobinalions.  You 
still  adhere  to  the  principle  which  subtti- 
tuteii  the  spirit  of  rash  adventure  for  the 
spirit  of  lep;itiniate  commercial  speculation. 
You  apply  the  principle  of  a  sliding- «caL* 
to  corn  alone  ^you  apply  it  to  no  other 
article  of  human  food,  ('olonial  coflft'e 
and  colonial  sugar  are  protected  by  fixed 
duties.  It  is  said  that  the  sugar  duties  are 
about  to  undergo  a  change.  It  is  rumoured 
that  the  apprehensions  which  were  so 
lately  entertained  as  to  the  indirect  sane- 
tion  you  would  give  to  the  slave-trade 
begins  to  subside.  Do  you  mean  to  apply 
the  principle  of  the  sliding-scale  to  cotfce 
and  to  sugar?  If  you  did  so,  if  you 
passed  a  law  declaring  that  the  duty  upon 
Brazilian  sugar  and  upon  Havannah  sugar 
shall  depend  upon  the  average  price  of 
Kast  India  and  of  West  India  sugar .  I 
will  ask  the  right  hoo.  Gentleman  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
whose  peculiar  care  this  would  be,  wlietber 
such  a  law  would  not  inHict  a  great  prac* 
tical  injury  on  the  growers  of  cotFee  and 
the  growers  of  sugar  in  the  Brazils  ?  I  do 
not  feel  surprised  that  the  agriculturiils  of 
this  country  do  not  adopt  the  opinions— 
the  extreme  opinions  as  they  are  consi- 
dered by  many — of  Mr.  Adam  Smith  and 
.Mr.  Iluskisson  in  his  latter  days,  that  the 
very  measures  intended  for  the  protection 
of  the  agricultural  interests  are  in  fact 
deleterious  to  them  ;  but  it  docs  appear  to 
me  straiipc  that  the  advice  of  so  decided  a 
f I  lend  of  protection  as  Mr.  .M*('ulloch 
should  not  have  more  weight  with  the 
agriculturists.  Mr.  M*Cullocli  says  lh:it  a 
Huctualiiig  scale  of  duty  adds  an  artilicial 
variation  to  the  inevitable  natuial  varia- 
tions of  the  seasons,  and  in  dirts  as  much 
injury  upon  the  farmers  as  u|Min  the 
traders.  Is  this  a  sound  principle  }  \jo\ 
us  examine  how  the  sliding-scalc  worki 
now,  to  Mre  how  it  w.ll   vtork   under  the 


16s.  8c/.,  the  next  week ;  to  '20«.  M. ;  and 
on  the  14th  Ociober  it  reached  22s.  M. 
It  appears  to  me  that  this  system,  or  any- 
thin^jT  like  this  system,  must  produci  in- 
jury to  the  agriculturists,  and  that  the 
farmers  sulTer  equally  with  other  claaaaa, 
from  that  which  they  believe  to  be  tbair 
safeguard.  But,  says  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, *Mhe  new  plan  which  1  propose, 
and  the  machinery  which  I  introduee,  will 
obviate  many  of  the  objectioDS  of  tbe 
present  law.  I  introdace  rests,  which  will 
bailie  the  fraudulent  working  of  the  aver- 
ages.*' It  is  true  that  you  lower  the  duly, 
but  you  leave  a  duty  ranging  between  20i. 
and  Is.  Y'ou,  therefore,  leave  ample  op. 
portuiiity  for  working  the  averages —yo« 
leave  every  chance  for  having  a  glut  of 
corn  at  a  time  when  it  can  be  coolemplaled 
this  long  duly  will  arrive.  Ithas  been  urged, 
and  I  admit  the  force  of  the  objection, 
that  in  times  of  scarcity  it  will  be  very 
difficult  to  maintain  a  fixed  doty.  I  will 
meet  that  objection,  and  I  will  answer  it 
by  a  reference  to  Mr.  M*Culloch.  He 
says  that  if  the  ports  are  constantly  open, 
if  there  i.H  a  regular  trade  in  corn  at  a  nxed 
duly,  the  supply  would  be  perpetual;  and 
that  if  there  be  a  fixed  duty  we  shall  take 
away  the  chance  of  a  great  scarcity.  I 
admit  the  force  of  the  objection,  but  where 
there  it  a  choice  of  evils — where  we  have 
10  make  our  eleclioii  between  diflicultieSi 
I  would  confide  in  a  fixed  duty  to  be 
hroiigiit  undff  the  consideration  of  Par- 
liament, ratlirr  than  surrender  the  aver- 
agis  to  the  jobbers  of  Mark-lane.  What- 
evfr  may  be  the  opinions  as  to  a  fixed  doty 
or  the  efl'ect  ti|ion  the  cummcrcial  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  this  country, 
there  is  no  doubt  during  ilie  last  fb«r 
ycirs  millions  of  (|uaiteis  of  corn  have 
been  im|H>rtcd,  and  yet  wc  have  no  trade. 
Trade  IS  barter.  Trade  is  the  exchange  ef 
ofie  commo«lity  for  another.  Wbcu  our  de- 


pro|K)K>d   changes.     The  »! id uil: -scale  in  j  nund  for  corn  is  desultory,  the  demand  for 
fnc  siHiiU*  year,  in  the  year  |S:i.S,  shifted    our   manufactures  cannot  be 
tliiriv-tive  ii.iies^it   undrrwnit  thirtv-five 


If  there  were  a  frec»trade  in  corn,  fiweign 
countries  would  not  pau  laws  intended  10 
exclude   our  maiiufactuies ;    tbcy  wonU 


Ihiriy.l: 
d  I  till  ml  cli.ingei.     On  tlte   VM\\  July,  in 
iStS,  tlio  duly  wdS  JUi.  Hf/. ;  410  the  1  ilh 

SrpttiiilM  I,  t.c  duly  wj»  li. ;  in  the  w«i-k  not  do  as  they  now  did,  they  would 
(idin^  ().  tuU;r  11,  It  wasa^'am  *iOv  H(/.  ; .  \\^s%  retaliatory  larilTs  to  protect  llieir  0«B 
iiii'l.  Uliiic  the  end  of  Uecriuber,  it  again  ■  doiiiistic  manufactures.  It  is  not  ihe 
flr^ci'iid' il  i<i  Is.  In  tite  yi'ar  184<),  the  a^'ricultnrist  of  this  country,  it  is 
lo\test  duly  was  '2s.  8(/. ;  it  remained  su  '  independent  yeoman,  it  is  not  the 
lor  one  wtck,  and  in  tite  werk«  al'ier-  '  who  ex|>ends  bis  capital  upon  his  land,  il 
waidi  It  MAI  .(^  ^'i.  Iniheyiar  I '^40,  mi ,  i«  nut  the  man  who  dreads  conpetitMM 
the  lT;h   .Septemljer,  it  wai  only  Is.;   lu  j  from   foreign   markets,  but  it 

the  next  week,  it  was  Ji.  ttJ.;  it  rose  to  |  poMcssion  of  the  secrcuofow 
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— it  is  those  who  emulate  us  in  industry  ezclusioo  is  injurious  to  both.  The  two  par- 
and  begin  to  rival  us  in  skill,  that  your  lies,  howetcr,  are  not  upon  an  equal  fooUng. 
Corn.laws  afford  protection.  It  will  hardly  ^°  ««'  P\f'»  ^h«  prohibiuon  must  yield  to  the 
u  .^j^r^.u  .•  r-l  wanuofthe  people:  on  the  oUicr  side,  there 
be  contended  that  the  countries  from  .^  ^^  such  overruLg  necessity,  and  inaimuch 
which  during  the  last  four  years  we  have  ^j  ^he  reciprocity  of  demand  is  the  foundation 
drawn  our  supplies  of  corn,  have  taken  of  all  means  of  payment,  a  large  and  sudden 
the  manufactures  of  this  country  in  return  influx  of  com  might,  under  these  circumstances, 
in  anything  like  a  commensurate  quantity,  create  a  temporary  derangement  in  the  course 
It  appears,  from  a  return  laid  upon  the  of  exchange,  the  effect  of  which,  after  there- 
Table  of  the   House,  that  the  number  of  ^w^^Ption  of  cash  payments,  might  lead  to  a 

English  vessels  which  enteriid  the  Baltic  f;L?„f''^^Krro.^rJ  1  ^^^^^^^^ 

r  II     .   •       I               ir».»iA          1  i/x/v  1*0**  of  the  circulation,  a  panic  among  ine 

m  ballast  in  the  year  1839  was  1,100—  ^^^y^^  t^^,,,^  and  a  public  dearth,  as  expe- 

not  laden   with   your   manufactures,  but  rienced  in  former  years  of  scarcity." 
wholly  in   ballast.     Look   at  the  returns 

aUo  before  the  House  of  the  number  of  That  was  written  by  Mr.  Huskisaon  m 

vessels  which  entered  the  port  of  Dantzic  ^^21.  two  years  after  the  bill  was  passed 

in   the  year   1838,  distinguishing    those  which  is  rendered  memorable  by  the  asso- 

which  were  laden  and  those  in  ballast.    In  f**^»o°  ^»**»  '*  ^f  ^^«  °*°^,^^  ,^r."«V 

1838  there  were  413  English  vessels  en-  hoo.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  hor  Majesty  s 

tering  the  port  of  Dantzic  in  ballast ;  and  Goveromcnt.    I  am  not  one  of  those  who 

in  the    same  year  417   vessels    left   the  are  disposed  to  quarrel  with  the  measure 

port  of  Dantzic  laden  with  corn.    This  ^.^«  ^»S*>*  ^^-  ^*~?^^-    /  ^^*"^  ^*»*^  *J 

proves  undeniably   that   when    you   now  ^^^^^^^  the  possesion  of  great  moral 

take  corn  from  foreign  countries  your  own  «^""^  •»  ^h*  "«^*  ^«»-  Barooet  to  effect 

manufactures   are   not   taken   in   return.  ***.^  ^Jf  ^  ^^  »*l^  *  r^'';f-     ^**.^  '\^ 

ivk«.   ^ff^^t  u^m  »k:.  .»ai^^  ..^«  «^..,  "Mwd,  do  not  make  such  a  change  in  the 

Wbat  eiiect  has  this  system  upon  your  .  '.       «.  .          •     i^    •  a.   r^i.-          ^ 

currenc,-»pon   ih.t    metallic    currency  rektion  of  the  agncultumt  of  thi.  countnr 

•hich    the    right    bon.  Gentleman    had  "*?**  S"'"^'*""  "^  ^^  ^J"     ZX^»t 

.  ur  u  J     Ti             u-  I.  I.           La  .  eflect ;  do  not  rush  upon  a  step  which  will 

established,  and  over  which  he  ought  to   ^^     .'         ,  ,*7-  \t ,...  ^ 

,  .      .  I '        ,.             9   r.           ^.  occasion  such  a  revolution  in  the  position 

watch  With  p^uhar  care  ?   It  seems  to  me  ^f  the  property  of  the  agriculturilinte. 

to  be   impossible  to  establish  a  metallic  ^esU  o/ England.     But,  by  the  measure  of 

currency,  and  to  amtinue  a  system  of  laws  ^g^^     the  right  hon.   fiironet  changed 

such  as  those  which  ezist.     Corn  must  be  contract  in  the  kingdom-he  altered 

paid  for  mbullion-lhe  exchange  IS  against  jie  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  the 

us-thc  circulation  is  checked    and  the  ^,^^j^„   ^f  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^j^       ^^  ^ 

inevitable  result  is  a  panic.     I  beg  to  call  ^,^  j„  ^^e  country;  he  instituted 

the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  language  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^f  ^j^j          (^  ^^e  resulU  of 

of  Mr.  Huskisson  in  1821,  with  reference  ^^5^1,,  the  celebrated  and  learned  author 

to  this  view  of  the  subject.    In  the  famous  of  "  Corn    and  Currency"    has   so  weU 

report  of  1821.  the  words  which  I  shall  alluded.  But  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  not 

read  were  applied  by  him  to  the  existing  then  a  Minister  of  the  Crown;  his  solici- 

sysiem  of  Corn-laws— that  of  1815.     The  tude  for  the  intereste  of  his  country  were 

words  of    Mr.  Huskisson  are   as    appli-  unbiased  by  any  anxietv  for  the  mainte- 

cable    to    the    existing    system    of    the  nance  of  his  party.     I  msh  he  could  now 

right  hon.  Baronet  as  if  they  were  yes-  act  with  the  same  moral  intrepidity,  and 

terday  specifically  composed  to  meet  it.  heedless  of  all  intimations  given  to  him  in 

These  are  the  words  of  Mr.  Huskisson  :—  another  place,  and  would  make  the  amend- 

« The  incoorenient  operation  of  the  present  "f"*.^  which  the  country  demands,  in  a 

Coro-laws,  which  appears  to  be  less  the  con-  ^F"'    worthy   of    an     Englishman,   and 

sequence  of  the  foreign  corn  brought  into  the  would  afford  relief  to  the  operatives  of  the 

country  on  the  average  of  years  than  the  man-  country   more   effectual   than   any  to   be 

ner  in  which  the  grain  b  introduced,  is  not  found    in   an    adcnowledgment,    however 

confined  to  great  fluctuation  in  price,  and  con-  eloquent,  of  their  wretchedness,  or  in  any 

sequent  embam^ment  both  to  the  grower  and  unprofitable  commiseration.  It  is  said  that 

!^Tl?JJJ^l:J.'''T''     .P'^  .k'"^^  the  Com-laws  arc  not  connected  with  the 

also  a  direct  tendency  to  contract  the  extent  ,.  .            ^  ^t              ^         ^,         -  .            r 

of  our  commercial  doings  with  other  states,  ^"*^^??»  ^^  *^«  P^."!"'y-J*'*  existence  of 

and  to  excite  in  the  rulers  of  those  states  a  ^7  distress  is  denied.     The  existence  of 

spirit  of  permanent  exclusion  against  the  ma«  '^  has  been  proved,  and  now  I  come  to  this 

Dofsctuxes  of  this  country.  In  this  conflict,  the  part  of  the  case.    For  my  own  part,  when 
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1   fiijil   tlu'  (•(.ni-lnnd  nll'ect  tlic  tiwlp 
t\m  iirtiMlry— wIk-ii   |   HdcI  iIic  Corn-Iai 

affect  till' iiiariururttin><i  «r  ibis  omntrv^ 

llip  t'm|iliivniciit  of  the  people— I  fimf  in 
tlifiii  nil  B4le(|UB(<-  cauw  nf  that  niibllr 
ilintn-**  whirti  cxistn,  aoil  on  ailtiiuatr 
tauw  <.r  tliat  leRitimate  effect  i-t.  I  ihinL 
fairly  a^certaint-d.  If  wimcthlng  «-ffertual 
in  uut  (lunu  ID  l'arliamrDt~ii)  a  I'arlia- 
ttont  ill  wliicli  the  lan<lc<l  interests  at,- 
'   such 


afraid  lliat  the  pengJe  of  this  country  will 
be  iriii)>ir«i|  to  turn  with  ivncntful  irapor, 
tiinity  from  thu 


J    mere    cxpresiiim  of  our 
•ymiatby,  ami  will  adopt  a  more  strinftciK 
mode  of  i.nicecdin(5 ;  and  as  thev  hare  been 
ted  to  bclicre  that  the   I'oor-la'w  wit  niK 
rnacti.ll  from  any  prvfmind  solicitude  fur 
tlie  |w..r.  S.I  they  will  think  that  tlie  Corn- 
lawB  are  retained  from  an  excliHlTe  n-partt 
to  the  fwlinga  and  interests  of  the  rich 
And   I   must  say,  that  it  would  be  bard 
indeol    for    thii    House    to    turn    from 
the    hupplicationii    for    relief;  it    would 
U-  hartf,  if,  while  we,  by  „iir  legislation 
artect     the    cmploytncni     of    the     peo 
pie,    and    induce   the    opcralirci  of  this 
country  (o  uk   for  an  asylum    in   ihoii 
domiciles  of  woe  which   arc   provided  for  '  ''"•  P"' 
(hem,  we  refuic  to  aflird  ibem  the  menns  '  -'"'■'  ' 
of    supportinc   thcmielvcs   in    a    manner 
bccomiiip  tlicir  ancient  character  and  po-  I 
■iiion.     If  charily  »  to  be  withheld,  let  I 
not  work,  at  all  c»cnl»,  be  refused.     The  ! 
people  of  Kngland  do  not  a.k  for  charity.  I 
they  di>  not  go  on  ihcir  knees  to  ask  anv  ' 
elwni<.»yniiry  conliibutions— iliey  a«k  for  ' 
bread  to  produce  «oik— for  woik  to  pro-  | 
diice  bre;id-  -llit-y  ask  not  for  cheap  bread 
indri'd,    but  for  more—they  aik  fiir  the 
meain   of  eaininc;   bread,   whether   it   be 
cheap  or  cojtly.    Tlicy  call  on  us  to  stiikc 
off  those  folttrs  nhich  iramji  the  industry 
of  the  country,  and  in  doinj;  to  they  wi*li 
us  10  consult,  um  merely  ihnr  inie 
out  own.     I  eiilircly  apict;  iu   ili 
mciiis  Hhich  I  ha*c  heard  caprenstd  by  an 
hon.  and  learned    McmbiT  to  ni^M,  ihii 
ilie  jj;iictiltural  and  commcicijl  interests 
of  till  ci.uiitry  are   uut  distinci.     So  far 
frntii  llii'ir  beiii;;  diilmet— -n  f.ii  from  iheir 
b.i»^  iit   uruiice,    and  eoiitJiclinp-   »iih 
each    oihir,    ibey  ure   the  sjmt-.     Trade 
dr)^ndt  ii|>oii  at;iiculiure,  agriculture  de- 
p-'iidi  u|M)n   trade.     I  am  sure  my  hon. 
fiirii't  the  Member  foi    Slorkj  url,  when 
lif  loi'Li  iipuii  the  splendid  piciuie  which 
llic    lufjl    H-cucty   of   llni:lind   pre<cnls. 
would  draw  from  its  contemplation  one  of 
the  bifhcit  pleuutci.  1  un  igre  tb«  rigbt 
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'f"  bon.  Ocnlleman  the  Member  for  Keul,  b 
native  KD^Iiih  gentleman,  must  see  in  tlie 
very  smoke  with  whicli  our  cities  are  enw- 
loped  from  ihrir  furnaces,  intimation!  of 
the  means  by  which  the  agricultural  in- 
terest is  advanced,  and  the  greatness  of  the 
country  is  achieved.  No,  Sir,  the  commer- 
cial and  agricultural  interests  of  England 
■re  not  distinct.  But  if  they  were— if  it 
was  necessary  to  make  a  distinction  be- 
tween them — if  in  giving  suttainmeni  to 
both  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  lachfice  of 
eillier,  I  nhuulU  be  disposed  to  say  that  the 
—siritenancc  of  the  commerce  of  Fnglud 
iglil,  in  (he  mind  of  every  Englishman 
descrTiDg  the  name,  to  be  the  object  of 
paramount  consideration,  it  it  not,  after 
all,  by  agriculture  thai  this  country  is  n 
distinguished  ;  for  what  is  ihii  but  a  speck 
upon  ilic  scene  ?  It  is  not  to  aKriculian 
—  it  is  not  to  the  eitenl  or  fertility  of  our 
""''     ■■  to  any  rare  skill  in  calUaj 


forlb  ihe  products  of  the  earth; — no;  -._ 
(lie spirit  ofconiracrciat  enterprise  by  whieh 
KngliahmeB  are  distinguished  froin  any 
other  nation  on  the  face  of  tbe  earth.  It  u 
idoiniiable  perseverance  in  the  glori> 

it  of  our  boundless  traffic,  bf 

-ii.>.ii  L-ivrydiniculty  has  been  OTercomc, 
md  every  obstacle  surmounted.  It  it  to 
[lie  unwearied  energies  of  the  country,  to 
It*  amu/ing  industry,  to  its  untiring  leal, 
to  (he  marvellous  skill  with  which  it  hai 
'illcd  the  earth  with  the  products  of  lu 
labour — it  is  ihis  commerce,  which  bu 
extended  its  influence  to  the  boundariea  of 
ihe  earth — it  is  to  iheic  glorious  csoaei 
that  Kngland  it  indebted  for  i(a  promU 
iience  sinor-  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
Agjinsi  oiii  trade  it  was  that  our  migbly 
••Iveriiiry  dirccicd  his  piincipil  allempU. 
lie,  however  fjiled,  I.et  us  hate  a  care 
lest  we  effect  by  our  policy  what  NapolfOa 
wjs  unable  (u  ac<-um).|ish  ;  let  us  have  a 
care  Icsi  by  an  obiliiuie  adherence  ton 
■)stcm,  which  so  many  enlightened  mm— 
men  not  more  enlightened  than  impartial 
liave  condemned  as  the  source  of  so  mnch 
miscliiiY— wbicli  has  already  produced  ■» 
much  L'alamity,  and  ihrcairns  at  with, 
|«ihapi,  still  greater  injury- which  c«i> 
iraci*  our  eommcrce,  which  eipoaeionr 
monetary  system  (opeipelusi  disturtancc, 
ubich  reduces  our  operatives  to  a  state  of 
(he  most  unhappy  desliiutioa-let  ns,  loo, 
liBve  a  care  lest  by  a  pernicioua  adhcrcoco 
lo  that  Iat4}  system  «c  do  not  entail  evUa 
upon  our  country  for  which  yoarlMlnM^ 
'I  yon  were  Uit  bt^taiU  .yoar  wiukm,  W 
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jon  were  the  witett  and  your  virtuei,  if ' 
you  were  (he  naoit  high-minded  Minider 
to  whom  ihe  eiiitence  of  this  country  wai 
ever  enlniited,  would  be  unable  to  find  a 
cure. 

Mr.  Gtaditoiie.-  Sir.  I  think  that 
amoDfpt  the  firat  vordi  which  (ell  from 
the  Iipa  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleroao,  I 
hesrd  the  expression  of  his  astonishment 
that,  at  the  present  period,  and  after  the 
exptriencel which  we  oare  now  enjoyed,  her 
Majesty's  Gorernment  should  still  he  dii* 
posed  in  attempting  the  settlement  of  the 
question  of  the  Ct^n-laws  to  adhere  to  the 
principle  of  a  graduated  scale.  1  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  there  are  not  Gentlemen 
in  this  House  who  might  hare  uttered 
such  a  sentiment  without  raising  in  my 
mind  any  feeling  of  surprise ;  but  moet 
certuioly  I  did  eotertain  a  feeling  of  sur- 

Erise  when  I  heard  such  sentiments  uttered 
y  the  right  hoo.  GeotleroaD.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  my  mind  may  have  been  labour- 
ing under  some  hallucination— it  is  possi- 
ble there  may  be  errors  in  the  records  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  House  ;  but  1  think 
there  bare  been  occawons,  and  occasions 
not  very  remote,  upon  which  the  question 
of  a  Corn-law  founded  not  only  upon  a 
graduated  scale,  but  upon  the  old  gra- 
duated scale,  has  been  brought  forward, 
and,  marrelloiis  as  the  ttct  may  seem,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  supported  it. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  selected  the 
year  1838,  and  be  says  that  in  that  year 
the  graduated  scale  produced  no  less  than 
thirty-Sre  changes  of  duty.  There  was  a 
motion  for  its  removal  in  1838.  Therif;ht 
hon.  Gentleman  resisted  that  motion.  But 
early  in  1838  he  did  not  know  of  these 
thirty-five  changes  which  took  place  in  the 
coarse  of  the  year.  The  effect  which  that 
cbaognproduixdinhismind could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  be  fairly  perceived  until  the  year 
1839.  The  year  1839  afforded  him  another 
tftportuuity.  Inthatyearamotioo  ofa  most 

rilified  description  was  brought  forward 
the  correction  of  the  monstrous  evil 
■gainst  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
to-night  exerted  all  Ihe  powers  of  his  elo- 
quence and  declamation.  In  1839  the  hoo. 
Meiaber  for  Wolverhampton  moved,  that 
certain  persona  should  be  heard  by  counsel  at 
the  bar  in  support  of  a  petition,  complain- 
ing of  the  operation  of  the  Com-tawa ;  and 
•ven  to  that  most  moderate  request — even 
to  that  simple  demand  for  the  coosidera. 
tioa  of  the  question,  the  right  hon.  Gentlc- 
mn  wu  prepand  to  give  ud  did  give  his 
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absolute  negiitive.  E>o  not  suppoaa  that 
I  complain  of  him  for  having  changed 
his  opinions — do  not  suppose  that  upon 
almost  any  question  of  politics — certainly 
least  of  all  upon  a  difficult  question  re- 
lating to  matters  of  trade  and  cotn- 
merce  and  the  rules  of  political  ea^ 
nomy.— that  I  presume  to  question  the 
motives  nr  impeach  the  judgment  uf  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  account  of  the 
alteration  which  has  taken  place  in  his 
opinions.  But  when  1  consider  that  within 
the  last  two  years  he  was  himself  fiMind 
among  the  staunch  defenders  of  theee  very 
laws  in  their  roost  offensive  form— that 
within  these  two  years  he  was  not  willing 
tu  admit  even  of  compromise  or  inquiry — ^1 
think  tbe  surprise  he  hss  exprened  may 
well  be  expected  to  exdte  upon  this  side 
of  the  House,  at  least  a  conesponding 
sentiment.  Now  let  us  look  to  the  ar- 
gument, if  I  may  so  call  it,  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  quotes  tbe  words  of  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson  in  1821.  Is  it  quite  fair  in  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  of  all  men  alive  to 
quote  the  words  of  Mr.  Huskisson  in  1821  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  quoted  the 
words  of  Mr.  Huskisson  in  that  year 
against  both  the  words  and  acts  of  Mr. 
Huskisson  in  every  subsequent  year  of  his 
life.  He  says  these  words  were  good 
against  the  scheme  established  by  the  pre* 
sent  law.  He  knows  that  Mr.  Huskisson 
supported  the  present  law — be  knows  that 
he  was  in  great  part  the  author  of  a  system 
in  1827  perhaps  a  few  degrees  less  strong 
than  the  present  law,  hut  analogous  to  it. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  really  quotes 
Mr.  Huskisron  in  1621  against  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson in  1828.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ought  to  recollect  that,  perhaps  in 
after  times,  some  future  Members  of  Par- 
liament, engaged  in  a  Corn-law  debate, 
may  treat  him  in  asimilar  manner;  and  if 
they  be  fortunate  enou^  to  find  any  speech 
delivered  by  the  Hsht  hon.  Gentleman, 
when  a  staunch  detender  of  the  present 
stringent  Corn-law,  thus  may  be  found 
citing  the  authority  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman in  favour  of  high  protect! ns  duties, 
notwithstanding  the  spe«:h  just  delivered 
byhim.  The  nghthon.  Gentlemanhaste- 
trodden  those  paths  which  in  the  very  long 
debates  which  bare  taken  phue,  were  so 
well  beaten  by  many  hon.  Members  of  this 
House,  and  as  I  particularly  have  bad  oc- 
casion to  trespass  on  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  and  go  into  many  details,  I  feel 
some  scruple  in  fbllowing  the  right  hom 
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Gentleman  at  any  Ivuf^th  through  all  the 
I'lfNGfl  tf»  which  he  hns  adrerled.  Rut  the 
right  hon.  (ientleman  was  remarkably  elo- 
quent upon  the  Ruhject  f>f  the  relations  of 
commerce  and  a^i^iculture^  and  I  n*pt*tted 
to  hear  hit  remarks.  He  said  in  the  linit  io- 
Mancc  there  was  an  id»-ntity  of  interest  be- 
tween them,  but  he  afterwards  went  into 
swimo  supposititious  cases  of  rivalry  and  op- 
|M«ition  of  interests,  and  I  was  hr  from  sorry 
to  hear  all  that  he  thought  proper  to  say  re- 
specting the  manufacturing  skill  ana  in- 
dustry «/  Fngland,  but  I  was  dissatisii<rd  to 
hear  him  rate  rather  low  (»ur  agricultural 
skill  and  industry.  Ho  said  it  was  not  licr 
superior  skill  in  extracting  the  products  of 
the  earth  that  had  given  this  country  her 
prominent  position  among  nations.  I,  on^he 
contrary,  certainly  feel  well  convinced,  and 
am  pfcparcd  to  maintain,  that  the  very  same 
skill  and  energy  which  have  lieen  so  emi- 
ne  itly  <'ontipicuous  in  the  coMimcrcial  and 
manufacturing  greatness  of  England  hare 
likewise  given  to  Hritish  agriculture  a 
power  and  efficiency  which  exceeds  that  of 
almckst  every  other  nation  ;  and,  feeling  as 
I  do,  amidst  these  discussions,  that  ntithing 
is  mfire  desirable  than  to  check  any  discpo- 
sition  which  may  be  found  amongst  certain 
classes  to  speak  dis|iarHgingly  of  others. 
I  lament,  that  the  right  hon.  (tentlcman, 
when  speaking  of  the  great  ubility  and 
energy  displayed  in  the  pursuit  of  British 
commerce,  sliould  have  attempted  ti»  di- 
minisli  that  nm fidenoc  which  I  trust  the 
agriculturists  of  the  couiitr)'  will  continue 
to  Heel  from  ytsLT  to  year,  from  tln'ir  ex|)c- 
rienco,  Iwth  in  tlie  |Niwer  of  their  soil,  and 
f  hepllicHcy  of  the  means  which  tliry  appiv  to 
itscultivatifm.ascfMnpsnHl  with  tlioseof  fc». 
reign  <*nuntric«.  I'he  rit^ht  hi  in.  i  fciitlrman 
then  adrertcil  to  a  topic  which  i^  faniiliiir. 
ami  evrn  trite  to  all  those  who  h^re  attended 
to  the<ir  fleliates,  and  cimi plained  of  the  ope. 
ration  of  th«*( 'iim- laws,  founded  onthc  pnn* 
ciple  of  a  graduated  icale,  in  diniinii^hing 
and  haraprring  our  trade  in  foreign  com.  I 
may  refieat  the  obserratinns  which  I  ren- 
tiire«l  to  make  upon  a  former  occasion.  U'e 
are  now  at  the  end  of  a  period  of  four  bad 
harvrkta.  The  right  kiKi.  ( Krntlemao  says, 
if  we  liad  had  a  fixnl  duty  upiMi  corn,  it 
wiiuld  have  led  to  a  ftxnl  import ;  that  a 
lixeil  import  would  cause  a  fixed  trade; 
and  that  a  ixed  trade  would  increase  the 
dcmaad  for  our  manufactures  abrnatl.  I 
paa^  over  the  fact  that  he  l«rgs  the  f|Utfs- 
tion,  which  is  c^'rtainly  a  fenr  im{iortant 
c|Ut'*iti«in,  that  an  importation  of  com  from 
aay  giwoi  ooaatrj  will  he  fallowed  by  aa 


increased  demand  for  our  manufactures. 
In  the  course  of  a  very  h>ng  {leriod  uf  time 
it  is  proliable  such  would  be  the  case. 
[^** Hear""]  Yes ;  in  a  very  h»ng  iicriod  of 
time.  Rut  look  at  the  cases  of  the  eouiw 
tries  which  are  furnishing  us  at  this  mo- 
ment with  two  or  three  times  the  value  in 
raw  materials  of  the  manufuctures  which 
we  send  to  them.  Why  is  it,  that  they 
do  not  take  more  of  our  manufiKturcs.* 
If  Kussia  does  not  take  our  manufacture! 
for  tallow  and  hemp,  why  should  other 
countries  be  obligea^  or  in  all  cases  be 
inclined  to  take  our  manufactures  for  cura^ 
Hut,  granting  the  case  of  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman,  I  do  not  wish  to  encourage  a 
fixed  trade  in  corn  altogether  indepeiMeBt 
as  to  its  amount  of  our  wanta.  I  wish  the 
trade  in  corn  to  be  extended  as  far  aa 
is  consistent  with  other  and  still  more  im- 
iM>rtant  interests.  Rut,  presuming  a  trade 
IS  established,  still  he  cannot  deny,  that 
the  extent  of  that  fixed  trade  most  neces- 
sarily be  limited  by  our  average  denasd. 
Suppose  in  common  years  we  wanted  a  sup- 
ply of  t2.()i)0,(KN)  of  quarters.  1  will  grant, 
for  argument's  sake,  that  with  a  fixed  dnfj 
we  might  obtain  that  cjuantity,  and  nigbt 
esipect  to  pay  for  it  in  manufiicturcd  goods. 
Hut  what  arc  the  present  circumstances  f 
Four  bad  harvest  shave  produced  10,000,000 
quarters  leas  than  the  average  urodnoe. 
flow  is  that  deficiency  to  be  supplied  fay  a 
fixed  trade?  :\  fixed  trade  would  brwc 
the  quantity  you  UMially  require.  A  fixeS 
trade  might  enable  you  to  pay  far  tbe 
(|  1 1  an  tit  y  you  usually  r%*c|uiivd  in  BritiA 
niaiiufacturvs.  Hut  here  is  a  sudden  de- 
mand to  meet  the  deficirncy  of  I0,000»000 
quarters  «iii  the  \iMnt  four  years.  You  mwI 
eshaust  the  fareign  granaries— you  mrntd 
oiYvT  higher  |vriiTs — you  must  pay  in  bul- 
lirm.  The  ver)*  same  argiimenta  wbicb 
have  been  adduced  ti»  i*xhibit  tbe  crib 
which  have  mrurretl  during  the  last  faur 
years,  will  prove,  that  under  any  new  •«•- 
tem  of  a  fixed  duty,  in  ease  of  a  necemMU 
fif  ffiitr  bad  harvests,  snbstantiallr  tbe  Mat 
circumstanres  must  ari»e.  Tbe  bou.  Oeu* 
tieinan.  the  Member  far  IJskeard,  alluded 
to  s  rather  different  kind  of  arguaieai— to 
the  fact,  that  the  Corn-laws  dimioidi  tbe 
demand  ffir  labour.  It  is  with  great  urti^ 
faction,  that  I  iwrceive  a  disyesitiep  ou  tbe 
other  «iide  of  tfie  House  to  give  up  particu- 
lar forms  of  argument  against  tbe  C 
\.i^*.  It  is  quite  natural,  that  in  tbe 
cu^Aifiu  of  cflim|ilicated  intcmUi  a  mm 
of  fallacies  should  brtone  curreut  on 
Mki^  aud  H  ii  deeiiable  Ibej  ibeuU  be 


jv 


373 


Stcond 


{March  9} 


Reading. 


374 


ploded.  Ooe  of  the  fallades  which  was 
•mploved  id  the  warfare  on  the  htistiugs 
was  ine  cry  of  cheap  bread.  Now«  it  is 
generally  admitted  in  this  House,  that  the 
cry  of  cheap  bread  considered  in  itself, 
means  nothing  that  is  necessarily  beneficial 
to  the  labouring  classes.  We  ought  not  to 
look  to  the  mere  wages  of  the  labourer, 
but  to  his  relative  means^-to  his  command 
of  the  power  of  enjoyment.  The  absolute 
price  which  he  may  be  called  on  to  pay  for 
bread  is  in  itaelf  comparatively  unimpor- 
tant.  With  equal  wages  it  is  of  immense 
importance ;  but  the  question  is,  what  ef- 
fect a  change  of  this  description  would  have 
upon  wa^?  I  rejoice,  that  the  bun.  Gen- 
tleman, instead  <^  referring  to  the  more 
exoteric  doctrine  of  cheap  broad,  chose  to 
argue  the  question  on  the  demand  for  em* 
ploy  men  t«  and  the  hoo.  Gentleman  en- 
oeavoured  to  shew,  that  the  abolition  of 
the  Comolaws,  which  would  put  land  out 
of  cultivation,  would  add  to  employment 
1  cannot  help  alluding  to  another  cheering 
avmptom  which  has  manifested  itself  during 
these  debates — that  less  has  been  said  than 
in  former  years  of  the  power  of  our  foreign 
competitors  to  undersell  British  manufac- 
tures. Whatevermay  be  the  distress  among 
our  manufacturers  at  this  moment,  so  far 
from  foreign  competition  having  produced 
it,  OD  the  contrary,  foreign  manufKture, 
has,  1  believe,  suffered  far  more  from  Bri- 
tish  competition,  than  British  manufac- 
turers have  sufiered  in  neutral  markets 
from  foreign  manufocturera.  It  has  already 
been  shown,  by  my  right  hon.  Friend,  at 
the  head  of  the  Government,  that  our  ex- 
portSto  more  especially  of  cotton  yam  and 
goods,  have  greatly  increased;  and,  that 
at  the  same  tune,  the  consumption  in  the 
home  maikety  has  also,  upon  an  average  of 
years,  increaaed,  so  that  it  appears  wrong 
to  entertain  such  apprehensions  as  have 
been  avowed  ;  and  nrom  patnotie,  and 
not  from  party  motives  I  rejoice,  that  less 
from  foreign  competition  is  to  be  dread- 
ed, than  had  been  surmised.  I  admit, 
that  the  competition  of  foreign  rivals 
is  formidable  in  some  branches  — nor 
will  I  attempt  to  weaken  any  argument 
that  has  been  used  to  show  that  British 
manufactures  are  entitled  to  some  protec- 
tion against  some  of  those  disadvantages  ^ 
but  I  affirm  that  British  numufacturer^ 
taken  as  a  whole,  are  able  to  beat  their 
opponents  in  almost  every  market  of  the 
world.  But  the  hoo.  Gentleman  said,  the 
eCect  of  the  Corn-bws  is  to  limit  the  de- 
aumd  for  fabour.    He  qpoke  of  the  gseat 


hardships  of  the  present  state  of  things, 
and  alluded  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Horner, 
who  stated  that  in  one  place  32,000  per. 
sons  were   only  partially  employed,  and 
17,000     without     employment,     making 
52,000  persons  out  of  work.   Undoubtedly 
this  is  a  lamentable  state  of  things,  but 
the  real  question  for  the  House  to  consider 
was,  would  a  repeal   of  the  Com -laws 
remedy  it  ?  Now,  setting  aside  all  quea- 
tions  of  cheap  bread  and  foreign  com|ieti- 
tion,  and  looking  to  the  subject  as  re- 
gards the  employment  of  the  labouring 
classes,  I  will  ask,  does  any  Gentleman 
really    believe  that  a   sudden  repeal  of 
the  Corn-laws  would  diminish  the  num- 
ber of  unemployed  labourers  ?     I  do  not 
say  of  the  number  of  labourers  unem- 
ployed in  manufactures,  but  thoee  of  all 
classes,     is  it  possible  that  any  man  can 
suppose,  whatever  may  be  his  opinion  of 
the  ultimate  effect  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Corn-laws  on  land-— is  it  possible  any  man 
can  doubt  that  a  repeal  of  the  Com-lawa 
would  at  once  displace  a  vast  mass  of  agri- 
cultural labour  ?  This  has  been,  to  a  great 
extent,  treated  as  a  landlord's  question,  but 
I  will  contend  that,  for  the  present  genera- 
tion, at  least,  it  is  more  of  a  labourers' 
question.     What  is  rent,  which  is  said  to 
be  augmented  by  these  laws?     Now  the 
most  approved  authorities  in  political  eco- 
nomy have  defined  rent  as  the  surplus  pro- 
duce the  land  yields  after  the  coet  of  culti. 
vatiou  and  the  maintenance  of  the  culti- 
vator.    This  being  so,  and  considering  the 
many  classes  of  land  in  cultivation,  it  is 
further  taught  by  these  writers,  that  the 
lowest  class  yields  no  rent,  or  at    least 
that  the  returns  are  exceedingly  small, 
and  may  be  put  out  of  account.    If  you 
raise   the    price  of  agricultural    produce 
in  any  country,  you  would  bring  a  much 
wider  extent  of  land  into  cultivation,  and 
therefore  the  poorer  soils  would  be  tilled  > 
and  if  the  poorer  soils  in  our  country  be 
cultivated  through  the  rise  of  the  price  of 
agricultural  produce,  it  follows  that  if  vou 
diminish  prices,  so  as  to  limit  productuxiy 
that  the  effect  must  be  to  throw  the  poorer 
soils  out  of  cultivation.     This  might  di- 
minish rents,  but  in  the  present  extent  of 
cultivation,  it  is  clear  that  if  you  reduce 
rents,  it  must  be  by  throwing  certain  lands 
out  oiP  cultivati^Hi,  and  you  muse,  therefore, 
at  the  same  time,  throw  out  of  employmaot 
a  great  body  of  labourers.     It  is  also  said, 
that  if  the  Corn-laws  were  repealed,  the 
agriculturists,  instead  of  raising  wheat  to 
the  present  extent^  would  Imcb  their  ficUs 
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into  pasture.  That  is  another  view  of 
the  question.  It  maj  even  be  held^  that 
by  dtiing  thin,  the  laiullonis  would  main, 
tain  their  rentH  undiminished  ;  but  is 
it  not  at  least  clear  that  the  transfer 
from  tillage  to  pasture  would  throw  a 
vast  number  of  labourers  out  of  work.' 
—It  is  evident,  then,  that  throughout 
the  country  the  support  and  the  employ- 
ment of  agricultural  labnurers  would  be 
more  endangered  by  u  rejieal  of  the  Corn- 
laws  than  the  rent^  of  the  landlords.  1 
ho|)e,  now,  that  the  prHctical  result  of 
those  considerations  will  be  to  induce  the 
House  to  approach  this  question  in  the 
calm  temper  recommended  to  them  by  a 
precetling  speaker.  Of  all  things  1  de- 
precate any  violent  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  the  effect  would  be  to  disturb 
the  enormous  mass  of  capital  embarked  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  to  spread  a  panic 
amongst  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  and  to 
diffuse,  |)erha])s  in  cunsei|Uence  of  merely 
groundless  apprehensions  and  fears,  much 
real  misery  through  the  community.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Liskeonl  said> 
that  one  object  was  to  attempt  to  presen'e 
that  certainty  of  price  to  the  farmer  which 
wc  did  not  give  to  other  interesits,  by  ex- 
cluding foreign  c(»m|K.'tition  In  certain 
states  of  the  corn  market.  Hut  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  should  recollect 
that  we  attempt  this  Ivecause  u  security  is 
already  given  to  other  interests  which  can- 
not be  given  to  the  farmer — that  is,  that 
while  other  intere»tji  have  a  legal  proter 
tion  affonled  them,  inde|H'ndent  altogether 
of  any  refert-nce  to  the  quantity  of  the 
pniduce,  and  conseipiently  to  the  priiv,  no 
|K»wer  r»n,  in  the  opinion  of  nine-tenths  of 
the  (ienUrmen  present,  give  such  a  secu- 
rity to  tile  farmer;  and,  therefore,  the 
State  III  Ay  try  and  compenute  the  farmer 
ff»r  its  inrapfu'ity  to  maintain  any  protect- 
ing duty  when  prices  are  high,  by  giving 
him  a  protection  greater  than  that  given 
toother  interests,  when  prices  are  modenite 
or  low.  Nothing  can  lie  mure  fair,  survly. 
in  principle,  setting  apart  for  the  moment, 
the  policy  of  such  a  course,  than  that  thi.t 
inability  on  the  part  uf  the  State,  in  one 
condition  of  the  market,  >hould  be  counter • 
bulamx-d  bv  u  somewhat  greater  fjvour  in 
another.  The  h«»n.  and  learneti  Cientle- 
man  also  said,  that  in  the  market*  of  the 
country,  under  the  nld  law,  the  Cf>n- 
sumer  derived  no  benefit  fn»m  the  li. 
duty  when  the  price  wa«  7'U. ;  that  the 
foreign  holder  derived  all  the  profit,  that 
the  nne   anount,  ibout  'J,UUO,UOU   uf 


quarters,  would  have  come  in  under  an 
Hs.  duty,  as  actually  did  come  in  under 
the  present  law^  and  that  too  at  pricea 
not  above  C4t.  Now,  in  the  first  place, 
we  ought  to  guard  against  the  fdlacious 
assumption,  that  the  effects  of  the  old 
and  the  proposed  law  would  be  the  nune. 
Admitting  the  defective  working  of  the 
old  law,  1  believe  that  the  new  law,  u 
shown  in  the  course  of  these  debates,  and 
as  declared  by  eminent  mercantile  autluH 
rities,  including  men  of  all  partiea,  will 
have  the  effect  of  permanently  removing, 
or  at  least  of  materially  diminishing  the 
inconvenient  effects  of  the  present  tystcn. 
But  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  waa 
too  severe  on  the  dead,  to  which  class  the 
law  of  1828  might  now  be  considered  to 
belong,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
claimed  too  much  credit  for  a  fixed  duty. 
Tlie  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  at  the  price 
of  5Gx..  that  is  to  say,  64«.,  with  8«.  duty 
deducted,  the  foreign  holder  of  oorn  would 
be  as  much  induced  to  bring  com  to  Eng- 
land as  at  7'2s,,  that  is  to  say,  73«.,  with 
U.  duty  deductetl.  But  is  it  natural  that 
the  foreigners  would  go  to  such  a  distance, 
pay  as  much  for  transport,  and  pay  u  much 
to  the  (»rigina]  cultivator  when  the  price 
he  can  (»btain  in  England  is  only  56iS.  at 
when  it  is  72i.  ?  Such  a  statement  re- 
quires no  refutation.  Hut  the  new  law  b 
likelv  to  give  a  sufficient  encouragement 
to  the  foreign  holder,  and  relief  to  the 
consumer  at  home.  The  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  calculating  the  loss  which,  aa  he  tup* 
posed,  was  sustained  by  the  conMuaer 
through  the  operation  of  the  existing  law 
during  the  just  autumn,  charged  the  rue 
of  price,  which  heomceii'es  was  effected  hj 
practising  u|M»n  the  averages,  on  four  timet 
the  number  of  quarters  of  com  which  were 
returne«l  to  the  inspectors.  But,  althoagh 
on  the  whole  year,  the  returns  made  to  the 
ins|H*ctors  may  not  represent  aliove  ooe- 
f«mrth  of  the  mnsumption,  \irt,  at  the 
period  of  s|ieculution,  it  waa  far  otherwiaeL 
lioth  the  quantities  returned  underwent  a 
great  increase,  and  the  prices  were  alto  ooa« 
itiderably  above  the  general  level,  and  Bianv 
f»f  the  sales  moreover  were  not  homd  fide 
but  nominal.  So  that  it  would  be  a  verf 
great  exaggeration  indeed  to  treat  the 
wh«)le  enhancement  of  price  thus  eatimated 
a.*i  a  Ii49  sustaine<l  bv  the  liody  of  cob* 
sumero  upon  the  whole  Quantity  of  wheal 
n*<|uired  for  their  subs»istrnce.  I  heard 
with  great  pleasure  the  able  and  temneralt 
speech  'uf  tlie  nokile  Viscount,  the  Heai- 
ber  fur  Sunderiind.  But  now  thai  Ike  Hmm 
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his  determined  by  an  overwhelming  majo- 
ritj  against  a  total  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws, 
and  aguinst  a  fixed  duty,  what  is  it  that  wc 
axe  discussing  ?  The  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
last  spoke,  called  the  new  law  the  precur- 
•or  of  ultimate  change,  and  quoted  Burke, 
to  show  that  a  Government  ought  not  to 
tamper  with  provision-laws.  But  a  Go- 
vernment does  not  tamper  with  a  subject 
when  it  brings  forward  a  measure,  ad. 
mttted  to  be  practicable,  a  measure  which 
can  and  which  will  be  carried,  and  which 
is  not  a  speculation,  or  a  mere  political 
manoeuvre.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
measure  of  last  year,  though  introduced 
under  suspicious  circumstances,  was  not  a 
aincereana  conscientious  measure ;  but  the 
word  tamper  was  a  two-edged  weapon,  and 
it  bears  sharply  certainlv  on  the  proposi- 
tions made  last  year  by  tfie  Gentlemen  now 
in  opposition.  I  affirm  that  the  present 
Government  does  not  tamper  with  the 
Corn*]aws  in  bringing  forward  a  measure 
which  is  allowed  to  be  a  relief  and  which 
ia  allowed  to  be  practicable.  Even  the 
DoUe  Viscount,  the  Member  for  Sunder- 
land, in  his  candid  speech,  while  stating 
that  he  did  not  belie%'e  the  Corn-laws  to  be 
the  sole  cause,  or  the  principal  cause  but 
to  be  a  cause  of  the  present  distress, 
•aid  the  proposed  alteration  would  be  a 
Tcrj  tubetantial  benefit,  for  it  would  miti- 
gate the  restrictions,  and  diminish  the 
erila  now  felt — and  he  added,  that  though 
he  had  no  objection  to  vote  with  his  hon. 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Wallingford, 
because  he  believed  the  opposition  would 
be  ineffectual,  yet  if  he  belicve<l  the  re- 
ault  of  the  junction  would  be  to  reject  the 
bill,  nothing  on  earth  would  induce  him 
to  give  his  vote  against  it.  This  was 
the  dechuittion  of  one  of  the  most  able 
advocates  of  a  fixed  duty.  Those  are 
the  true  tamperers  with  the  Corn 
and  provision-laws  who  bring  forward  a 
measure  which  they  know  they  cannot 
carry.  I  do  not  question  their  intentions ; 
but  if  they  knew  so  little  of  political 
affairs,  or  of  their  position,  as  to  deal  with 
a  question  involving  the  most  vital  in- 
teresta  of  society,  agitating  the  country 
from  end  to  end  without  a  chance  ur  a 
hope  of  settling  it,  those  who  attempted  to 
deal  with  such  a  question  demanding  the 
utmost  strength  of  a  Government  long 
after  they  had  lost  all  strength  whatever, 
and  when  they  could  have  no  rational 
hope  of  bringing  their  efforts  to  a  con- 
clusion, the  Government  which  so 
acted  tampered  in  truth,  and  tampered 


moat  unwarrantably,  with  the  Com*lawa. 
With  regard  to  the  graduated  scale,  I 
should  be  ready  to  show,  if  it  were  neces- 
sary at  this  stage  of  the  discussion,  that  it 
is  possible  to  conceive  a  graduated  scale 
which  might  operate  without  inconvenience 
to  trade,  and  lie  in  every  way  beneficial 
both  to  the  consumer  and  producer.  But 
I  will  content  myself  after  all  the  argu- 
ment that  has  already  passed  on  this  matter 
with  reminding  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  those  who  think  with  him, 
that  though  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
ideal  perfection  on  this  subject,  yet  there 
is  great  parliamentary  authority  in  be- 
half of  a  graduated  scale,  and  if  the  agri- 
culturists have  been  in  a  delusion  with 
regard  to  it,  I  will  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  view  them  with  something 
of  compassion  and  sympathy,  when  he 
recollects  that  till  lately  he  has  been  a 
partaker  in  their  delusion.  Surely  it  is  a 
matter  worthy  their  consideration  that  the 
landed  interest  possess  a  large  share  in  the 
representation  of  the  country,  and  even  if 
in  error  must  have  their  errors  lightly  dealt 
with.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Liskeard  bestowed  much  compassion  on 
my  right  hon.  Friend  on  account  of  the 
uneasiness  which  it  is  supposed  he  mutt 
undergo  from  the  state  of  feeling  among  the 
agriculturists.  Why,  if  ever  there  was  a 
time  in  which  the  agriculturists  have 
done  themselves  honour  by  the  feelings 
they  have  generally  exhibited,  by  the  good 
sense  and  practical  prudence  they  nave 
generally,  or  with  but  rare  exceptions 
displayed  in  the  way  they  have  regarded 
this  matter,  the  present  is  that  time. 
["  Hear"]  I  am  sincere  in  that  declara- 
tion ;  I  think  it  is  difficult  to  look  at  the 
details  of  the  present  law,  and  not  see  that 
the  agriculturists  of  England  are  making 
a  considerable  sacrifice.  I  do  not  say 
that  they  are  sacrificing  too  much — I  am 
far  from  contending  that  they  are  sacri- 
ficing more  than  the  commeraal  and  the 
general  interests  of  the  country  have  a  right 
to  demand;  but  at  a  time  when  parties  have 
been  sharpened  by  political  excitement, 
have  been  pitted  together  in  the  field  of  a 
genera]  election,  have  been  heated  by 
every  stimulant  which  those  who  ought  to 
have  known  better  could  apply — when  we 
considered  the  exaggerated  views  that, 
from  these  circumstances,  parties  have  been 
led  to  entertain,  I  will  say  that  it  is 
honourable  to  the  agriculturists  of  England 
that  they  have  aocepte<l  the  present  pro- 
position, h.ave  supported  it,  and  are  pre- 
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parcfi  to  rarr)*  it  through  at  an  amend- 
mcnt  of  the  existing  law.  I^t  those  who 
think  that  u  maximum  dutjr  of  *2i)s,  in  a 
pnihibitive  duty,  put  themwlred  in  the 
poAition  of  those  who  think  their  iiiten*sl8 
an*  Umnd  up  wilh  the  Corn -laws.  I  do 
not  say  that  it  is  so,  Init  l<*t  thrni  anuinc 
thai  till*  agrirulturists  think  it  i«  m.  Is 
it  nt»  material  chan^*  iiist«*ail  of  a  duty 
gradually  risiing  with  the  price,  to  pnHJuce 
the  preftent  srah*  instead  of  the  protection 
that  the  law  had  pven  them  for  thf  last 
140  years?  f  An  hon.  Mrminr :  The  pro- 
tec'tinii  ha!)  not  exinteil  m»  long.]  If  the 
hon.  (ientleman  would  examine  the  dmii- 
nieiits  that  have  been  published  on  the 
suhji-ct,  he  will  find  that  Com-la«s  have 
existed  with  a  maximum  duty  of  *2()«.  and 
upwards  for  the  last  140  years,  from  the 
be>:inning  of  the  laht  century ;  and  now 
that  the  miiximuni  duty  inipoied  on  wheat 
is  L>0.f.  a  quarter,  it  is  a  fair  subject  of 
praise  to  the  agriculturists  that  they  hare 
surrendered  nearly  half  of  their  protection. 
I  do  not  beliefe  that  the  agriculturists 
have  surrendere«l  tcN>  much.  I  lieliere 
tlut  they  can  afliird  to  part  with  a  portion 
of  tlieir  protection,  but  I  will  say  that  it  it 
laudable  and  honourable  in  them,  standing 
in  their  position,  both  in  the  country  ami 
in  Parliament,  to  have  msde  that  aacrifice 
to  the  other  classes  of  their  countrymen. 
But,  after  all,  the  queKtiou  is  as  t>i  this 
siip|MMie<l  tampering  with  tha  (^<im-laws. 
It  might  lie,  as  tlie  hon.  and  leartietl 
Menilier  said,  like  taking  a  brick  out  of 
a  wsll,  but  if  that  brick  wiih  mouhlt-red 
awiiy,  and  they  t<i(»k  it  iMit  and  put  in 
a  Miuiid  one,  I  am  nut  Hure  that  the 
hon.  and  K-arne<]  (ifnthniau  will  not 
call  tliiit  an  improvement.  The  noble 
Vi^riMint  said  that  this  wa<i  but  the  |ire- 
ciir«Mir  ttf  ulterior  change  ;  far  be  it  fmni 
him  to  Hriy  that  in  mattiTi  of  trade  and 
product  inn  it  in  |N»N«iblc  for  Parliament  to 
exerrim*  Mich  :i  ^ift  of  l'i»ri*sight,  as  to 
make  pruviMon  by  antiii|Nition  fur  ge- 
ner;iti«ins  to  nmte.  If  Imn.  (icnilenivn 
h«»k  Uii  k  at  the  ci'ur«r  of  liiktory, 
thry  mMilJ  find  that  tlicru  ha«l  hirdly 
e\rr  b»^n  a  ifriml  of  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twr.ity  >ear4.  without  -iiuie  new  Uw  re- 
Ijtiiig  to  corn.  Thf  ntible  Vii^nmnt  had 
al«wi  iilij<'«-titl  til  it,  that  it  i«  nut  a  prai-tit«ftl 
meoAtirc ;  and  hi-  c^iiie  forward  with  lii^ 
old  M'lu-nie  of  a  fi\i'd  duty.  The  noble 
\'iMiiiint  «|Nike  I  if  the  pniiMmrd  ineasure  a% 
I  iiimi-rir.il.  i^  m^t  ihc  diHlriiie  of  a  tiu*«l 
duty  in  tin*  uri<M*nt  ••late  i*r  iiitii\  niiiid<i 
a    ihiiiierical   proposition^      If  anything 
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could    bo  called  ckiBcrical,    it    it    the 
duty  of  4s,  or  Ca.  a-quarter  aapiiatted  thit 
year  by  the  noble  Vitcount.     The  nolila 
Viscount  alleged,  also,  that  this   wat  an 
unsettling  measure,  and  not  a  final  one. 
All  finality  is  comparatiTC,  but  what  is  the 
finality  of  the  noble  Viscount,  the  Member 
for  Sunderland  ?    last  year  it  was  8j.,  but 
this  year  it  it  .'>.«.,  and  before  two  yeart  were 
IMssed,  I  am  afraid  the  duty  would  vanish 
altogether.     Hut  suppose,  if  I  may  make 
such  a  suppnaitioii,  that  Parliament  slionM 
adopt  the  principle  of  a  fixed  duty ;  let 
them  suppose,  if  their  imaginations  were 
elastic  and  Imld  enough,  that  by  some  in. 
Cfimprehensibic  means  a  law  shouki  |«at  ia 
tlie  |iresent  Session, similar  to  thr  moasiirr 
proposed  by   the  late  Government,  what 
would  lie  the  consi*r|uence  ?     Who  would 
be  pledged  to  maintain  it  ?     Mliat  body 
would  supfMirt  it  ?     What  wouM  be  t hie 
general  conviction  of  the  country  with  re* 
gard  to  it  ?     Is  it  not  clear  at  the  tun  at 
noon -day,    that  on    the    (*om«laws,    the 
cfinntry  is  diride«i  into  two  parties,  one 
objecting  to  all  pnitection,  the  other  at* 
taiTheil   to   ihe  principle  of  a  graduated 
tcalc?     Who,  tnen,  are  the  few  Military 
champions  of  a  fixetl  duty  by  which  1 
mean  a  duty  over  and  above  a  mcra  !»• 
minal  rate,  a  duty  of  6#.  or  8f. }      b 
it  not  common   in  thia   lloute  to  hear 
hoo.    Cientlemen    ilcdare,    at    the    ken. 
and    gallant     Member    fur    Marylehpaa 
had    det*lare<l,   that    they  liked    a  fxod 
duty,  as  it  was  the  shortest  way  to  arrive 
at  no  duty  nt  all  ^     If  we  could  divide 
the   Ilfiiise    in    the   tame   way  at  they 
sometimes  trnik  the  votes  in  anotker  fhai 
lier  ftver  tlie  water — if  we  could  takea  poll 
of  the  House  on  the  qu(*stions  of  no  dutv 
at  all.  of  a  grailuatcd  acale.  ami  of  a  filed 
dutv.  can  it  be  belie  veil,  that  one-tixth  of 
the  Mouse  would  vote  for  a  fixed  duty  I 
And  how  do  the  few  champions  of  a  filed 
duty  stand  among  themselves.^     Wliat  it 
their  consistency  on  this  vital  point  ?     He 
saw  three  of  them  upposite;  the  firat,  tke 
nf»blc  l«ord,  the  Member  for  London,  wat 
for  a  fixi*fl  duty,  ilen-ending  suddenly  to 
1  f .  at  a  famine  price ;  near  him  sat  the  Mb 
and  Ii'arn«-<1  Member  for  LiskeanI  who  taidt 
that  the  dcM>nt  t«>  a  minimum  duty  waa  tke 
very  »ting  nf  a   sliding   scale ;    tlien   tke 
niiblf  X'ifeiiMint,  thi*  .Menilier  for  Tiverloo« 
anitthir  neighbour  of  theirs  lield  the 
trine,    that    a  pnitertiun  duty    could 
be  jii<»iitir«l  at  all,  lait  that  if  a  duty 
lf\i«d  nil  turn,  it  tmght  to  be  a  duty  for 
nrvvniie.    Now,  a  nnwe  f  xiraordioary 
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pontioB  than  this  newer  reached  my  ears, 
DIM*  one  of  which  the  Doble  Viscount  who 
proposed  it,  ought  to  be  more  inclined 
to  repent.  When  they  laid  a  duty  on 
a  foreign  article,  which  came  into  com  pe- 
tition with  a  corresponding  British  article, 
would  it  do  to  call  it  a  revenue  duty  ?  The 
DoUa  Viscount  held  the  doctrine  of  a  reve- 
nue duty  in  words,  and  contradicted  it  in 
lact :  but  I  do  not  believe,  that  any  genu- 
ine free-trader  would  be  content  with  the 
noble  Viscount's  abandonment  of  the  word, 
and  his  retention  of  the  thing,  signified  by 
that  word.  Here,  then,  were  three  cham- 
pions of  a  fixed  duty  and  all  of  them 
utterly  at  issue  with  each  other,  as  to 
the  amount  of  it,  and  as  to  the  principles 
on  which  it  should  be  levied.  I  have 
troubled  the  House  much  longer  than  I 
intended,  and  I  will  now  come  to  a  conclu- 
•ion.  The  plan  proposed  is  a  measure, 
that  practical  men  may  adopt,  and  have 
adopted ;  its  details  have  not,  perhaps,  the 
unanimous,  but  they  have  the  general  con- 
cuirenoe  of  the  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial bodies.  It  is  a  measure  of  considerable 
relief,  it  has  been  declared  even  by  its  op- 
ponents, to  be  a  material  improvement  of 
the  present  law.  It  is  a  measure  against 
whicli  not  the  least  able  and  perhaps 
the  most  tenacious  of  those  who  are 
about  to  vote  against  it,  has  said  he 
would  not  take  any  step  in  opposition,  if 
he  did  not  know,  that  that  opposition 
would  be  unavailing.  Can  anythmg  jus- 
tify more  oompletely  the  position  in  which 
her  Majesty's  Government  stood,  as  sup- 
pmters  of  a  measure  which  as  they  believe 
will  be  acceptable  to  the  country  at  large, 
and  will  be  considered  to  be  a  boon  by  all 
the  great  and  varied  interests  affected  by 
its  operation. 

Lord  J.  Russell  8sdd,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down,  with  all  the 
ability  which  he  had  devoted  to  the  sub- 
ject, had,  no  doubt,  felt  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty of  defending  the  bill  before  the  House. 
Had  he  not  felt  that  difficulty,  he  would 
scarcely  have  resorted  to  that  mixture  of 
political  imputation  and  accusation  of  va- 
rious kinds  against  the  late  Government, 
which  was  totally  unnecessary  for  any  other 
purpose  than  to  disguise  the  weakness  of 
his  defence  uf  the  present  measure.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  full  well  that 
that  fixed  duty  which  he  said  had  so  few  sup- 
porters was  in  the  opinion  of  one  noble  Vis. 
oount  who  would  vote  for  the  present  mea- 
sure—he  meant  the  noble  Viscount  who  re- 
presented the  commercial  community  of  Li- 
Tcrpod— that  which  was  coromcrdally  the 


best  principle  to  be  adopted  in  legislation ; 
the  nght  hon.  Gentleman  knew  quite  well 
that  the  principle  of  a  fixed  duty  was  that 
of  which  commercial  men  genendly,  irrea* 
pective  of  party  distinctions,  approved.  Feel* 
ing  fully  the  pressure  of  that  conviction 
upon  him,  it  was,  therefore,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  been  obliged  to  resort 
to  political  imputations,  and  disguise  the 
weakness  of  his  attack  on  the  principle  of 
a  fixed  duty.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knew  also  that  with  respect  to  this  mea« 
sure  it  had  l)een  said,  that  it  was  not  ex- 
pected to  afiord  any  material  relief  to  the 
existing  distress.     He  knew  tliat  the  mea- 
sure now  before  the  House  made  really  no 
variation   as  regarded  the  principle  of  a 
protecting  duty  ;  he  knew,  too,  that  com- 
mercially speaking  another  principle  was 
the  good  one,  and  yet,  knowing  sJl  these 
things,   he   had   spoken    on   the  question 
without  ofiTering  one  argument  in  favour 
of  the  present  plan,  or  of  discussing  the 
objections  against  it.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said,  he  should  like  to  adopt  the 
test  that  was  resorted  to  in  some  foreign 
chamber — that  he  should  like  to  ascertain 
how  many  there  were  for  a  graduated  scalei 
how  many  for  a  fixed  duty,  and  how  many 
for  a  total  repeal.     Why,  if  the  question 
could  really  be  fairly  discussed,  irrespective 
of  other  considerations,  how  many  Mem- 
bers on  the  opposite  side  did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  suppose  would  declare  for  the 
graduated  scale  of  the  present  law  ?     His 
noble  Friend  who  sat  near  him  (Viscount 
Howick),  who  had  spoken  most  ably  on 
the  question  that  night,    had  said,   what 
would   force    itself    upon    every    reason- 
able mind,  though  not  perhaps  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  noble  Viscount  had  gone, 
that  if  by  any  coalition  of  different  parties 
in  that  House  the  present  bill  oould  be 
defeated,  he  would  not  concur  in  that  vote  ; 
but  that  was  a  very  different  thing  from  a 
natural  conjunction  to  throw  out  the  bill* 
His  noble  Friend  felt,  that  if  those  who 
were  for  a  fixed  duty,  as  he  was,  could  get 
a   majority  to  consent  to  throw  out  this 
bill,  that  then  he  would  see  a  better  intro- 
duced.    The  right  hon.    Gentleman   had 
brought  various  charges  against  the  late 
Government,     charges    of    political     ma- 
noeuvres, and  of  their  having  brought  for- 
ward their  measure  of  last  year  when  they 
had  no  expectation  of  carrying  it.      He 
would  tell  the  ri<;ht  hon.  Cicntlcman,  that 
his  opinion  then  was,  that  if  they  (the  late 
(fovemment)  brought  forA%'anl  propositions 
founded    upon   sound   principles  of   free- 
trade,  they  would  be  able  to  carry  inune* 
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diately  a  i^rcat  part  of  thoie  measures,  and 
that  if  they  ctnild   not  succeed  in  imme- 
diately carrying  ii  Com  Bill,  yet  that  public 
opinion  would  gniw  so  favourably  towards 
a  change  as  that  they  would  ultimately  be 
able  to  carrv  u  sound  measure  on  that  sub- 
ject.     In   his  dearth   of   orf;uint*nts,    the 
right    hon.   (icntleman   might    make  un- 
worthy imputati<ms,  but  he  thus  declared 
what  had  been  his  expectations  in  bringing 
fi)rward  a  proposition  for  a  change  in  the 
Corn-laws.     He  had  felt  cm  that  ocea!»ion, 
and  so  also  had  all  the  Merobersi  of  the  then 
Goveniment — that  in  proposing  measures 
founded  u|)on  the  principles  of  free-tnule 
they    aiuld    not     deal    with    the    ques- 
tions of  sugar  and  timber,  and  leave  the 
great  quest  ion  of  the  Corn-laws  untouched. 
They  felt  that  it  would  not  have  been  just 
to  the  country  to  have  dealt  with   thi>se 
gn*at  questionsy  and  to  have  postponed  the 
Com  Bill.     But  how  were   they  met  on 
that  occasion.^     Gentleman  who  had  sat 
and  voted  with  them  on  general  principles, 
Mr.   Handley  for  inttanct*.  declared  that 
being  fai'ourablc  to    the  Corn -law  as    it 
•tood,  and  wishing  to  maintain    it,  they 
would   vote  against  the   Ciovernmont  on 
the  sugar  and  timber  proptisi turns,  or  on 
any  other  question  that  would  go  to  effect 
the  existing  (*om-]aws.     Vet  those  very 
hon.   Members   were   afterwards  taunted 
with  their  attachment  to  the  .Administra- 
tion, because  they  c«m tinned  generally  to 
act  with  a  Oovernmeni  which  hail  avowed 
itMrlf  favourable  to  a  change  in  the  Corn- 
laws.     Ill  is  he  would  venture  tn  sav  with 
reference   to  that  |Mirtion  nf  the  fubject, 
that  if  the  constituencies  itf  I.itu'nlnNhire 
desiired  to    have    for  tliiir   representatives 
those  who  were  pre|>arcd  to  niiintain  the 
prewnt  (*orn-laws,  they  would  have  done 
bi'tter    ti»  have  retumid  Mr.   Ilandlev  as 
their  Member,  with  the  noble  I«<ird  who 
now  repreM.>nte4l  them,  who  at  Imi^t  avowed 
theni<ki'Ives  supporters  of  tlie  exinting  Corn- 
laws,  than  to  have  aflopti<1  those  who  were 
for  a  change  in  tbe  Corn-l.iw«t,  by  voting 
for  the  prcM'nt  pro|M>%itioii.     Si  nuuh  for 
that   |i.irt  of  the   ri;;ht  hon.   ( ientlrniairK 
»)H.-erh  which  ri-Iati-d  to  the  )wi!itic.il  iha- 
nu'ter  of  the  mi*asurrs  of  thr  Ijte  (iuvern- 
meiit.      He    ri'peated,    that    thtv    brought 
forward  the  propo^ial  for  a  th  inge,  bivauM.* 
they    thought    the    cirium»t.ini'es    of    the 
aiuntry  ri-« quired  it  ;  ViM-o'.i:it  Mclbounie 
having   always    dit'lJrl.^l.    that    thi-    alter- 
llon   of  the  Com -laws   wj»  a  ipie^tion  of 
time   ami  cin*uniHtance»,   ufid  the  iinuni- 
stani'cs    of    la»t    year,    in    tluir    opiniim, 
then   required  the  change  they  proposed. 


But  those  who  were  then  oppoaed  to  the 
late  Government,  carefully  concealed  their 
intention  of  altering  the  Corn-laws— tliey 
let  it  be  understood  that  they  were  in 
favour  of  the  existing  law,  and  nowp 
having  hail  the  advantage  of  that  opinion, 
and  many  of  them  having  been  pledged  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  existing  Cora -laws, 
they  came  forward  in  support  t»f  a  measure 
of  change.  His  noble  Friend,  the  Mem- 
ber for  lincfdnshire,  had  already  quoted 
the  pledges  given  by  those  hon.  Members 
on  that  subject,  and  he  had  heard  no  denial 
of  the  opinions  so  quoted  from  any  hon. 
Member  who  was  aflected  bv  them.     The 

0 

right  hon.  ( lentleman  among  other  things, 
had  said  that   the  late  Government  bad 
appnNwhed  this  f|uestion   after  four  bad 
harvests.     The  right  hon.  (lentleman  had 
also  expressed  a  wish  to  do  away  with  all 
fallacies  on  that  subject.     \^1it,  that  state* 
ment  itself  was  a  fallacy.     No  doubt  the 
harvest  in    considerable   portions   of   the 
country   might  have  been  considered  on- 
favourable,  as  com|)ared  with  others,  |bu( 
while  the  harvests  were  insufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of   the  people,   it   was  nol 
right  to  say  that  the  measure  of  the  late 
(lovcrnment  was  introduced  after  four  bad 
harvests.     As  popuUtion  increased,  it  he* 
came  necessary    to   cultivate  lands  with 
wheat  less  favourably  situated  as  to  aoil 
and  climate,  and   which  required  longer 
time  and  finer  weather  for  their  full  pro- 
duction.    But  that  was  one  of  the  oonae- 
quences  of  the  (*om-laws  themselves.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  this  wna 
more  a  labourer's  question  than  that  of  the 
landhirds  and  farmers.     I  le  admitted,  that 
with  respect  to  labourcn,  there  had  heea 
great  exaggeration,    in   maintaining  that, 
even  if  the  Com- laws  were  at  once  totally 
refiealed,  there  would  be  an  immense  extent 
of  land  thrown  out  of  cultivation.    Tlieie 
wa5i,  however,  this  to  be  coniidered<^-cliat 
the  |M)pulatiun  of  the  country  had  rapidly 
incn^ascil   during   the   last    twenty  ycni& 
An  enlightened  writer  had  said,  that  joa 
miiftt  either  improve  the  land  at  pruent  in 
cultivation,     or    bring     into    cultifalioD 
'J,4<M),(MN»  acres  more  of  land,  in  order  to 
»up|ily    the  surplus  quantity  of  food  re* 
quirLti   in  1n40  over  that  of  1831.     That 
iniTcasc  of  fKipulation   might  render  the 
ailmiftsion  of  foreign  corn  absolutelr  neoea* 
sary,  and  it  therefore  by  no  means  lollowed 
that  any   great   extent  of  land  would  he 
thrown  out  of  ruhivation  by  a  repeal  of 
the    Corn-laws.     But   with    a    modento 
fixed  duty  no  danger  whatever  need  bo  ap- 
prehended.   If  the  fear  wen  a 
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fear,  then,  as  a  labourer's  question,  a  dimi- 
nution  in  the  priceof  com  oy  the  admission 
of  it  at  a  low  price  would  be  an  advantage 
to  the  labourer.  As  a  labourer's  question, 
therefore,  a  change  in  the  Corn-laws  was 
desirable.  The  whole  of  the  labourers  era- 
ployed  in  af^iculture  were,  as  regarded 
food,  in  precisely  the  same  condition  as 
the  artisans  of  the  manufacturing  towns. 
Notwithstanding  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  to  the  effect 
of  foreign  competition  upon  our  manufac- 
tures, he  believed  that  for  a  great  many 
years  past,  whatever  might  have  been  the 
state  of  the  Corn-laws,  foreign  manufac- 
turers had  increased,  foreign  machinery 
bad  improved,  and  a  great  extent  of  capitcd 
bad  been  devoted  to  manufactures  in  the 
continental  countries  in  Europe.  The 
consequence  of  that  must  be  a  formidable 
competition.  As  stated  by  Mr.  Huskisson 
in  his  admirable  soeech  of  1830,  the  manu- 
facturers of  Eng^nd  had  no  means  of 
meeting  that  competition  but  by  diminish- 
ing the  wages  of  labour  and  the  cost  of 
production;  and  one  of  the  ways  of  re- 
ducing the  cost  of  production  was  by  the 
use  ofmachinery  which  thereby  reduced  the 
expense  of  manual  labour.  Mr.  Huskiason 
was  right  in  that  principle.  He  said,  that  if 
the  English  manufieu^urer  went  to  a  fore^ 
market  and  could  not  command  the  price 
he  chose,  and  the  price  he  formerly  re- 
ceived, he  must  reduce  it  to  the  level  of 
the  foreign  manufactured  article.  It  had 
been  always  said,  that  the  home  market 
would  supply  all  defects,  and  that  there  it 
was,  that  the  home  manufacturer  had  ever 
found  his  best  sale.  But  then  by  Corn- 
laws  you  put  such  a  price  upon  com,  that 
the  consumers  of  manufactures  were  ob- 
liged to  expend  a  greater  portion  of  their 
warn  upon  food,  the  consequence  of 
which  was,  a  diminution  in  the  sale  of 
their  manufactures.  The  diminution  of 
3,000  bales  of  cotton  a  week  during  the 
last  year  was  a  tolerably  strong  proof  of 
that.  In  the  first  place,  we  had  now  a 
foreign  competition  in  manufactures  to  a 
greater  extent  than  hitherto ;  and  that 
competition  was  increasing  year  after  year ; 
and  in  the  second  place,  that  competition 
had  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  quantity 
of  food  in  this  country  as  compared  with 
its  population.  Now,  both  those  circum- 
stances tended  to  produce  distress.  It  might 
naturally  be  suppoaed,  that  such  causes 
would  produce  such  eflbcts.  And  had  those 
effects  been  wanting?  They  know  but 
too  well,  that  they  now  existed,  and  that 
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in  many  districts  throughout  the  country 
thousands  were  obliged,  by  the  want  ^ 
emplojrment,  to  consume  as  much  food  only 
as  with  diflBculty  kept  them  alive.  In 
such  a  condition  of  affairs,  it  appeared  to 
him,  that  the  remedy,a  remedy  which  would 
produce  a  great  and  immediate  effect, 
would  be  to  make  a  large  change  in  im- 
port duties  of  all  kinds,  but  especially  in 
those  of  com.  He  therefore  did  not  agree 
in  the  view  of  the  right  hon.  Crentleman, 
whom  he  understood  to  say,  that  we  were 
now  suffering  one  of  those  ordinary  transi- 
tions which  took  place  in  the  commerce 
and  manufactures  of  the  country — that 
after  a  great  production  there  was  usually 
considerable  distress— that  that  distress  by 
the  operation  of  natural  causes  would 
pass  away;  and  that  in  considering  the 
Com-laws  it  was  only  necesaary  to  deal 
with  a  part  of  the  subject,  to  correct 
their  minor  defects — to  divest  them  of 
their  excess  of  protection,  instead  of 
looking  to  a  mat  change  in  them  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  the  distress  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  country.  He  differed  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  that  view  of 
the  question,  and  he  therefore  objected  to 
the  remedy  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposed  to  apply.  There  was  one 
argument  which  he  had  used  at  the  com- 
mencement of  these  discussions  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  and  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  in  particular,  seemed  anxious  to 
deal  with.  It  referred  to  our  trade  in 
com  with  America.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
felt  it  was  a  great  disadvantage,  that  we 
should  not  be  able  to  introduce  com  and 
flour  from  America  as  from  other  countries. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  he  felt  it  would 
be  of  importance  to  our  commercial  rela- 
tions with  that  great  and  thriving  coun- 
try, that  we  should  be  able  to  carry  on 
a  trade  in  com  with  it;  but  he  felt  like- 
wise, that  the  slidine-scale  was  an  obstacle 
to  that  trade.  He  relt,  and  must  feel,  that 
if  a  merchant  sent  for  a  cargo  of  com, 
and  that  on  its  arrival  there  was  a  duty  of 
8s.  or  105.,  he  would  be  able  to  import  it 
at  a  profit ;  but,  that  if  he  had  to  pay  ISs. 
or  20«.  he  must  sustain  a  loss,  and  that 
an  obstacle  was  thus  thrown  in  the  way 
of  the  trade.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
attempted  to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  by 
instancing  a  voyage  of  unusual  rapidity 
which  took  place  about  two  years  and  a 
half  ago.  With  some  voyages  from  Ame- 
rica you  might,  no  doubt,  obtain  com  in 
time  for' a  profitable  sale;  but  he  asked 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  frame 
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the  law  in  such  a  wav  as  to  prerent 
that  difficulty  altogether  —  a  difficulty 
which  was  inneparablc  from  the  riiding- 
acalc,  and  which  undoubtedly  placed  Ame- 
rica in  a  wonic  poftition  as  regarded  the 
com  trade  with  England  than  any  other 
country.  Consider  the  vast  extent  of  terri- 
tory, greater  than  that  of  uU  Kngland, 
which  was  capable  of  producing  wheat  in 
America,  and  ctmsider  the  thousands  of 
your  pco])1c  who  might  be  fed  with  that 
And  yet  they  were  to    witness  a 


corn. 


Parliament  sitting  in  England,  and  a  Con- 
gress sitting  in  America,— they  were   to 
witness  these  two  legislatures  of  the  most 
free  and  enlightened  nations  in  the  world, 
interposing  an  obstacle  by  the  agency  of  a 
sliding-S4-ale  to  the  enjoyment  of  this  bless- 
ing.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of 
the  great  quantity  of  corn  whicli  the  price 
of  7*2jr.  would  admit,  which  the  price  of 
5&r.  and  n  duty  of  81.  would  not.     liut  the 
real  question  was,  whether  the  com  (*ould 
be  intnNluced  with  profit.     If  it  apfwared, 
that  the  price  of  5Gs,,  with  a  duty  of  Hs,, 
would  yield  a  profit  equal  to  that  which 
was  obtained  in  other  commercial  trans:ic- 
tions,  then  would  the  merchant  undertake 
the   voyage.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said,  that  the  price  of  7'2s.  offered  a  greater 
inducement.     No  doubt  it  did.     It  oflered 
the  inducement,  at  stated  in  a  pamphlet  by 
a  Conservative  writer,  of  100  per  cent. ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  might  be  a 
loss  of  50  per  cent,  by  the  venture.     The 
merchant  might  say,  "It  is  true  we  may 
at  tme  time  lose,  but  by  thr  o|ieration  of 
your  sliding-scale  we  may  make  up  for  that 
loss  by  immense  profits."  But  was  that  the 
pro|)er  fiMiting  upon  whith  the  laws  of  this 
country  should  be  placed  as  reganled  the 
importation  of  i*om  ?     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  spoken  of  the  protect i<m  to  the 
agrirulturiets,  which  he  said  hod  existed  for 
140  years,  and  of  which  he  declared   the 
bill  under  consideratiim  to  be  a  verv  mate- 
ria  miMlifiititioti.     Now,  the  fMiliry  of  the 
law ;  imd  he  should  not  h.ivc  n'ferred  to 
this  part  of  the  suhjcit.  had  it  nut  bet-n  for 
the  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  <  ientleman 
— the  |M»lii«y  of  the  law  up  to  1*<<M,  hiul 
been   very  dillerent   fnim  what  the  right 
liim.  C'eiitUman  had  represented,  or  fnini 
what  was  now  Miught  to  be  enjrted.     The 
policy  of  the  law  during  the  gnnitcr  |*art  of 
that  time  was,  he  conceivcil,  m  have  three 
different  duties — fir^t,  a  high  or  prohibiting 
dutv ;    then  a   moderate   dutv,   e\tendiii<; 
over  a  long  range  of  prices  ;  ami  lastly  a 
ninimum  duty^  St  a  Tcry  low  anMnrnt.    In 


1670y  during  the  reign  of  King  Cburki 
2nd,  whan  prices  ranged  at  froin  55#.  to 
82#.  (m/.,  the  duty  was  8#.  Zd.     In  1699. 
aAer  the  revolution,  the  duty,  at  the  same 
prices,  or  over  a  range  of  no  lest  than  27#., 
was  only  8j.  7</.     In   1703,  when  prioea 
were  from  55«.  to  82f.  Gd,,  there  wat  e 
duty  of  8jt.  StL  ;  and  in  1747,  the  duty 
when  prices  ranged  at  the  same  amounts, 
was  only  increased  to  9#.  3«/.     There  was, 
therefore,  during  all   that  period,   when 
prices  were  at  554  ,  at  which  rate  it  wat 
now  proposed  to  levy  a  duty  of  1 8jr.,  there 
was,  during  all  that  time, — ^namely,  from 
U370  to  1774,  a  period  of  more  than  100 
years,  a  duty  of  only  Hm.  or  9#.  per  quarter. 
But  what  was  the  change  that  then  look 
plait*  ?     Was  it  to  give  a  higher  protection 
to  the  agrinilturists  against  the  foreign  im- 
jNirters?     Why,  shortly  after  that  tioie, 
when  prices  were  at  49#.  6r/.,  instead  of 
there  Unng  a  duty  of  8f.»  there  was  only 
imposed  a  nominal  duty  of  Cd. ;  and  that 
ctmdition  of  things  remained  until  1791-^ 
prices  b(*ing,  as  he  believed,  during  all  that 
perifNl,  more  steady  and  certain  than  they 
were  almost  ever  known.     From  1791  to 
1804  there  was,  at  the  average  rate  of  55s., 
a  nominal  duty  of  onlv  GtL     The  law  of 
1804  imposed  a  duty  o^  24f.  3i/.,  when  the 
inrice  was  C3«.  ;    so  that,  from  1670  to 
1804,  so  far  from  there  being  a  greetcr 
protection,  there  existed  a  mxA  outy  of 
8j.,  instil  of  which  they  now  proposed  to 
I  impose    a    duty   of   20«.,   sliding   down 
by  slow  degrees  to  1«.,  and  which  they 
were  bold  enough  to  stand  there  and  de* 


,  dare  to  bi*  a  mitigation  of  the  old  law.    In 
I  1804,  after  several  years  of  scarcity,  and 
>  during  a  depressed  state  of  the  currency  of 
'  the  country,  an  attempt  was  made  to  carry 
up  the  duties  to  a  higher  price.     Another 
measure  was  also  passed  in  1815,  but  then 
measures   were   founded    on  the  cirmm* 
stances  of  the  time ;  they    bore  the  saow 
j  marks  of  being  framed  to  meet  the  dcpre- 
I  dated  nnidition  of  our  currency •     Now, 
however,   that   bv   the  Currencr   Bill  of 
I^ll^  the  measiure  introduced  and  success 
fully  carried  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at 
the  head  of  the  Government -*now  that  that 
hill  se«*ured  to  them  a  metallic  curmcyt 
Uiwtl  upon  ]«yments  in  gold— now  that 
thst  hill  was  in  operaticm,  he  could  see  no 
reuMin  why  they  should  not  go  hock  to  tko 
lilieral  principles  of  their  ancestors,  and,  in« 
«iead  of  imiKising  duties  more  stringent, 
bhotild    |ius4  a   measurv   akin   to  that  am 
Hhiih  ihrv  had  thought  fit  to  act  thraogk* 
out  a  long  series  or  yean.    It  would  ko 
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borne  in  mind,  that  at  the  time  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  present  kw  was  first  assented 
to,  the  prinaple  of  prohibition  was  the  aim 
of  all  statesmen.  The  same  principle  was 
applied  to  cotton,  silks,  and  other  fabrics, 
and  it  was  not  until  1825,  when  Lord 
Ripun  and  Mr.  Huskisson,  each  in  their 
several  departments,  showed  the  erroneous 
and  indefensible  nature  of  this  principle, 
that  the  law  with  regard  to  manufactured 
articles  was  changed  fnmi  one  of  prohibi- 
tion to  one  of  moderate  protection.  He 
beUeved,  that  the  trades  wliich  had  in  those 
dajs  the  most  loudly  exclaimed  against  that 
change  were  among  the  verr  trades  whicli 
had  derived  the  greatest  benefits  from  it. 
Our  silk  and  glove  trades  had  prospered 
under  the  change;  other  manufactures 
had  derived  decided  advantages  from  the 
opening  of  the  trade,  ond  what  they 
now  said  was,  apply  the  same  succc^ssful 
principle  to  articles  of  human  food ;  and 
as  you  formerly  refused,  though  much 
precsed  by  those  interests,  to  be  deterred 
from  changing  tlie  law  by  the  outcries  of 
the  silk  and  glove  manufacturers,  so  now 
do  not  be  miued  by  the  equally  groundless 
apprehensions  of  agriculturists,  to  whom 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  similar 
benefits  will  aa  surely  result.  But  even 
with  respect  to  agriculturiats,  there  was 
a  case  in  point  When  the  prohibitory 
principle  was  changed,  there  were,  he 
remembered,  great  objections  taken  on 
their  parts  to  the  proposed  admission 
of  foreign  wool  at  a  bw  rate  of  duty. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  had  moved 
committee  after  committee,  with  the  view 
of  restoring  the  original  state  of  the 
law,  but  ftLT  from  jiutifying  the  fears 
of  the  agriculturists,  the  result  was 
an  increase  in  the  borne  production  of  wool 
and  greater  proaperitv  m  that  branch  of 
farming  occupation.  Why  then,  he  asked, 
when  all  their  theoretical  principles  recom- 
mended it,  and  when  they  found  by  expe- 
rience, that  thoae  principles  were  true  in 
practice— -why,  he  asked,  did  they  declare 
that  system  to  be  unsound  with  respect  to 
one  article  which  they  found  to  be  per. 
fectly  sound  with  regard  to  other  articles  ? 
Tliere  was  a  reason,  perhaps,  for  the  re- 
jection of  the  principle  under  such  circum- 
stances — -  a  reason  which  was  political 
rather  than  economical — a  reason  depend- 
ing on  the  state  of  parties  in  that  Honw, 
rather  than  on  the  views  of  the  thinking 
part  tif  the  nation — a  reason  which  pro- 
ceeded rather  from  a  wish  on  the  part  of  the 
Oovemment  to  secure  their  supporters,  than 


from  any  sound  coniideration  of  commercial 
policy.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  himself 
had  told  them  of  the  apprehension  he  felt, 
that  he  should  be  doing  too  much.  It  was 
true,  that  to  a  certain  extent  he  had  car- 
ried his  point  for  a  change  of  the  law 
against  the  opinion  of  his  agricultural 
sup|x>rters;  but  by  what  arguments  had 
they  been  induced  to  join  him  in  making 
this  change?  Why,  the  arguments  used 
to  obtain  their  acquiescence  to  this  bill 
would  have  been  suflkient  to  induce  them 
to  aupuort  a  much  greater  alteration.  What 
were  tnose  arguments  ?  Did  they  refer  to 
the  distressed  state  of  the  country  ?  Wliy, 
those  who  objected  to  the  alteration  con- 
tended, and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  himself 
had  expressed  an  opinion,  that  this  mea- 
sure would  make  no  material  alteration  in 
the  condition  of  our  population,  became 
the  existing  Corn-law  was  not  the  cause  of 
the  existing  distress.  Did  the  Govern- 
ment, then,  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the 
agriculturists  by  arguments  based  on  the 
principles  which  Adam  Smith  and  Mr. 
Huskisson  had  compounded  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, although  those  principles  had  been 
long  established  and  relied  on  among  com- 
mercial men,  they  had  not  yet,  be  believed, 
the  concurrence  of  the  agriculturists.  The 
real  argument  used  was,  that  if  the  farmers 
did  not  consent  to  this  alteration,  they 
would  have  a  change  in  the  Admbistratioo, 
and  a  party  wouui  come  into  ofliee  who 
would  treat  them  still  worse  then  they  were 
treated  now.  The  right  hon.  Banmet  had 
scared  them  from  their  propriety  by  telling 
them,  that  if  they  did  not  follow  his  lmn« 
tern,  in  order  to  come  to  that  House,  ther 
might  expect,  as  they  walked  througn 
Palace-yard  alone,  and  in  darkness,  to 
meet  with  the  ghost  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment. It  was  by  such  arguments  as  these 
that  the  agricidtural  body  were  persuaded, 
and  not  ly  references  to  any  sound  prin- 
ciples of  policy  or  expediency.  Aim  if 
such  arguments  were  good  for  the  change 
proposed,  they  were  good  also,  he  argued^ 
for  a  change  still  greater  and  more  im- 
portant. For  his  own  part,  if  such  uaa 
was  to  be  made  of  the  late  Ministry  he 
was  quite  wiUing  that  they  should  make  a 
still  further  use  of  them.  They  might 
say,  if  they  pleased,  as  he  understood  some 
one  had  said  in  Lincolnshire,  they  will 
abolish  all  protection,  therefore  let  us  vote 
for  those  who  will  secure  to  us  as  mtich  as 
we  can  get.  This  would  be  an  induce- 
ment, no  doubt,  to  the  right  boo.  Baronet 

to  make  still  further  changes.    He  udgh% 
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say,  ''  tbey  (the  ex-Ministen)  will  f^re 
you  no  duty  nt  all;    I  will  give  you   a 
fixed  dutv   of  Ki.,  which  vou  will  think 
not  much  better."     Then,  perhapn*  would 
follow  a  state  of  things  which  he  should 
like  tosee-^not  a  return  of  the  late  Minis- 
try to  office,  for  in  the  present  state  of 
that  House  it  was  obvious  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  them  to  carry  on  the 
Government,  but  the  establishment  of  an 
Administration  under  the  auspices  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  an 
attempt  by  the  agriculturists  unsupported 
to  carry  on  the  Government  of  the  country. 
He  should  desire  nothing  better  than  to 
see  such  a  specimen  of  an  Administration 
as   that.     He  felt  assured   that  it  would 
establish  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  more 
firmlv  than  he  was  now  established,  but  he 
should  not  oliject  to  that  consequencCi  if  it 
wore  shown  that  it  would   be  impossible 
for  those  who  were  opposed  to  any  alter- 
ation of  the  Com- laws  to  form  or  to  carry 
on  a  Government,  and  that  really  sound 
principles  should  be  introduced  into  our 
whole  commercial  policy  from  beginning  to 
end.     One  circumstance  had  struck  him 
in  the  course  of  this  debate,  which  showed 
how  much  a  discusnon  of  a  bill  of  this 
iort  changed  for  the  worse  the  disposition 
of  the  House.     When  they  usually  legis- 
lated,  they  legislated  against  some  evil ; 
for    example,    bills    were    introduced   to 
remedy  the  evils  arising  fmm  the  present 
manner  of  building  in  cities,  or  to  enable 
an  inquiry  to  be  institutMl  to  ascertain  the 
truth  with  respect  to  frauds  in  Exchequer- 
bills,  or  to  prevent  the  bud  consf(|uenci's 
which  would  arise  from  the  disnolution  of 
a  certain  clnu  of  marriages  amtracted  in 
Ireland.     Such  was  the  generul  course  of 
legiHlation ;     it    was   directed    to    remedy 
some  evil  existing  in   the   nuintr}'.     Hut 
now,   when    country    (ientlenien    s|ioki-, 
they   always   assumed   as  an   evil   t.)    Ih* 
guanlfd  against,  a  low  priiv  of  com.     It 
was  said,  '*  Com  is  huch  a  price  at  Dantzii- 
or  <  >de]i«a,  and  if  you  let  in  foreign  com 
you  will   have  it  here  at  no  higher  priiv 
than  4oM.  or  |>erhapf  even  AiU.  thi*  quarter, 
and  till  re  is  no  «aying  to  what  price  mi-al, 

and    Hour,  and  brt*ad  mnv   sink."     Thev 

■  » 

thought  nothing  morv  need  be  said  when 
they  had  shown  what  wis  actually  the 
price  in  foreign  countries,  and  that  corn 
would  lie  at  a  similar  price  hrre,  and  om- 
sidered  that  an  evil  which  Pariiinunt 
ought  by  uU  mean!«  to  prewiit.  Hi*  *uid 
they  ought  to  proceeil  on  ti •tally  ditl'rrint 
principle*,  and  he  did  not  wish  that  ci*rn 


should  be  loM  at  54#.  or  56«.,  but  thtt  it 
should  be  sold  at  the  cheapest  price  com* 
patible  with  justice  to  the^  agricultural 
interest.  He  would  not  impose  upon  the 
British  farmer  the  task  of  bringing  com  to 
;  market  loaded  with  iropotti  which  were 
!  laid  upon  him ;  but  which  were  not  laid 
I  upon  his  competitoit.  He  said.  If  there 
were  such  imposts,  give  the  acriculturiit 
an  equivalent  protection,  and  let  him  be 
placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  thoee 
whose  competition  he  had  to  encounter. 
The  lower  the  price  of  com  could  be 
brought  down  consistently  with  that  obfect 
the  better.  His  belief  was,  if  the  Houae 
would  reject  this  bill,  and  if  they  would 
aa^ume  the  virtue  of  really  legislating  upon 
sound  .'principles,  that  without  very  moch 
dimini^ing  the  price  of  com  in  this 
country  they  would  produce  a  much 
greater  abundance  of  employment,  and  in 
that  way  they  would  enable  the  people  to 
obtain  a  much  greater  abundance  of  food 
He  believed  that  if  they  would  legulate 
upon  such  principles^  the  trade  witk 
America  and  the  northem  countriea  of 
Europe  would  exceedingly  increase.  He 
believed  that  any  financial  difficultiea 
which  they  might  have  to  meet  would  be 
overcome  by  such  freedom  of  trade,  and  bjr 
the  consequent  general  increase  of  the 
commerce  and  wtnilth  of  the  country.  He 
believed  that  in  that  general  increaae  of 
commerce  and  wealth,  and  especially  ia 
the  increase  of  manufactures,  the  landed 
interest  would  find  their  truest  aourcei  of 
prosperity ;  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
tem)M)rary  apprehensions  of  weak  end 
narrow-minded  men,  they  would  aoon  find 
that  the  principles  assumed  as  the  baiis  of 
their  legislation  were  really  just  prin* 
ciples,  and  that  here,  and  througlioat 
Kurope  and  America,  their  example  would 
be  looked  to  for  generations  to  come. 

Sir  R.  Peei  said,  Sir,  I  mast  in  iIm 
first  place  offer  my  acknowlrdgmeDta  lo 
the  noble  Lord  for  the  liberal  olTer  wbieh 
he  has  been  good  enough  to  make  to  ne 
of  the  8s.  duly.  The  noble  Lord  aayt  I 
should  be  perfectly  welcome  to  take  poe- 
ses«inn  of  the  8s.  duty,  and  propose  it  ae 
the  measure  of  Goveromeni.  and  that  he 
thinks  my  friends  and  supportera  wouhl 
be  compelled  lo  sanction  that  meaaare  or 
any  oiher  which  I  may  propose,  and  thai 
I  »lii>uld  hear  no  taunt  from  him  if  I 
ndoptt  d  thai  measure.  Now,  I  do  not 
adopt  the  meusure  of  ihe  noble  Loffd«  be* 
r.iu»e  i    disapprove   of  it  ;   I  disapplOted 
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grounds  on  which  I  was  led  to  form  that 
opinion.   The  noble  Lord,  it  appears  from 
what  he  said  to-night,  was  aware,  during 
last  Session,  that  I  should  probably  pro* 
pose  some  alteration  in   the  Corn-laws. 
He  cannot,  therefore,  taunt  roe  with  any 
inconsistency  in  bringing  forward  a  mea- 
sure for  the  amendment  of  the  Corn-laws. 
The  noble  Lord,  wishing   to  secure  two 
Members  for  Lincolnshire,  intimated  his 
opinion  to  the  constituency  that  they  had 
better  support  Mr.  Handley  and  the  noble 
Lord  the  present  nember  for  that  county, 
as  they   might   be  quite  sure   that  the 
noble  Lord  and    the    hon.    Gentleman 
would  give  their  cordial  support  to  the 
existing  system  of  Corn-laws,  whereas  it 
was  perfectly  clear  that  I   intended  to 
propose  an  alteration,  and  that  those  who 
would  succeed  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  probably  support 
such  a  scheme.    The  noble  Lord,  there- 
fore, must  have  been  prepared  for  such  a 
measure  as  the  one  I  now  propose.  If  I  were 
to  propose  an  8f.  duty  I  could  not  defend 
it  on  the  principles  of  the  noble  Lord.  He 
tells  us  that  he  does  not  wish  that  corn 
should  be  at  a  higher  price  than  is  con- 
sistent with  Justice  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terest.    It  IS  incumbent  on  him,  there- 
fore, to  tell  us  what  justice  to  the  agri- 
culturist  is.     I  apprehend  that  he   will 
labour  under  the  same  difficulty  as  he 
thinks  I  do.     I  am  not  exactly  aware  of 
the  distinction  in  principle  here  between 
the  noble  Lord  and  myself.    I  have  been 
excessively  blamed  for  intimating  an  opi- 
nion that  com  might  probably  be  here- 
after at  a  price  from  SAs.  to  58f.,  and  the 
noble  Lord  distinctly  says  to-night^that 
is  the  consolation  he  gives  the  agricul- 
turista— that  with  an  8f.  duty  he  does  not 
apprehend  there  will  be  any  material  dif- 
ference in  the  price.    Why,  if  the  noble 
Lord  means  the  present  price  of  com,  I 
cannot  agree  with  him.     My  opinion  is, 
that  under  my  law,  the  price  of  com, 
taking  the  average  of  the  last  four  years, 
at  62s  to  64r.,  will  be  less  than  in  those 
years.    If  you  adopt  the  scale  of  duties 
which  I  propose,  I  must  own  I  think  there 
will  be  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  com 
from  any  soch  general  averages  as  62s.  or 
64f.    I  shoold  not  have  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  refer  to  the  speech  made  on 
bringing  forward  the  bill,  and  should  have 
submitted  to  all  the  nisconstractions  and 
misrepresentations  of  what  I  said,  if  the 
tioble  Lord  bad  not  again  repeated  them. 


1  have  been  told  that  I  said  on  that  oc- 
casion  that  I  did  not  contemplate  that  any 
relief  whatever  would  be  afforded  by  it  to 
the  commercial  distress,  and  therefore 
half  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on 
the  other  side  have  said  to  my  hon. 
Friends,  ''  Why  do  you  support  this  mea- 
sure, from  which  the  author  of  it  himself 
declares  there  will  be  no  mitigation  of  the 
existing  commercial  distress  V*  I  beg  to 
refer  now  to  what  I  did  say  on  that  sob* 
ject.  Here  is  a  report  of  what  I  said» 
which  I  did  not  correct  in  any  way.  I 
am  always  surprised  at  the  general  Bdelity 
with  which  the  reports  of  what  passes 
here  are  given,  and  I  take  it  as  l)emg  an 
ordinary  report,  uncorrected  by  myself. 
I  found,  on  bringing  forward  the  acheme* 
a  general  attempt  to  create  excitement 
and  agitation  throughout  the  country  by 
declaring  that  the  whole  of  the  exist* 
ing  commercial  distress  might  be  attri- 
buted to  the  Corn-laws.  1  found  that 
many  persons  were  suffering  great  priva- 
tions, and  I  found  strenuous  and  combined 
efforts  made  to  inflame  their  passions  by 
representing  the  Corn-laws  as  the  cause 
of  the  manufacturing  distress,  and  the 
great  agricultural  interest  of  this  country 
as  solely  actuated  in  their  maintenance  of 
the  Corn-laws  by  pecuniary  and  corrupt 
motives.  The  language  I  made  use  of 
with  reference  to  this  point  was  as  foI« 
low : — 

*'I  feel  bound  to  declare,  that  I  cannot 
attribute  the  distress,  to  the  extent  in  which 
it  was  by  some  supposed  imputable,  to  the 
operation  of  the  Corn-laws.  I  do  not  view 
with  those  feelings  of  despondency  with  which 
some  are  inclined  to  regard  them,  the  com- 
mercial prospects  of  thb  country." 

Those  were  the  words  I  made  use  of, 
and  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
Sunderland,  to  whose  speech  I  listened 
with  the  greatest  attention,  and  I  may 
add  also,  from  the  moderation  of  its  tone, 
as  well  as  from  its  ability,  with  great 
satisfaction,  states,  that  in  that  respect, 
he  takes  a  view  not  materially  different 
from  mine.  I  do  think  I  should  be  prac- 
tising a  delusion  if  I  said,  that  the  alter- 
ation of  the  Cora-laws  would  produce 
material  and  immediate  mitigation  of  the 
commercial  distress.  That  was  the  quali- 
fied way  in  which  I  stated  this  opinion. 
I  added, that 

**  While  I  admit  the  existence  of  coromer* 
cial  distress,  while  I  deplore  the  sufferings 
which  it  hu  occasioned,  and  sympathise  with 
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tho<G  who  have  untbitunatcly  l)een  exposed  to 
privations,  I  feel  it  my  «luty,  in  the  first  place, 
to  declare  that,  after  having  given  to  this  sub- 
ject the  fulle>t  consideration  in  my  power,  I 
cannot  recommend  ti>e  proposal  which  I  liave 
to  make  by  exciting  ;i  hope,  that  it  will  lend 
materially  and  immediately  to  Uie  mitigation 
of  that  commercial  distrcM." 


beyond  your  power,  and  a  mere  delusion  to 
say  that,  by  any  duty,  fiked  or  otherwise,  you 
can  guarantee  a  certain  price  to  the  producer. 
It  is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Legislature.*' 


I  said,  that  all  you  could  do  vaa,  to 
determine  the  price  at  which  you  would 
permit  competition  with  the  foreign  grower, 

_,  ,      ,  .     1        ji         .    ^ut  you  could  not  guarantee  the  producer 

That  was  the  language  I  adopted  and  ^  ^^^^  -^^^  ^^  ,„,^„  ^^  i„  mainlenaiice 
I  do  l>elieve  that  the  effect  of  tlie  C^orn.  ^^  ^ej^^.^,,  r^^^  ^„j  r^g,  p^,  ^j^j,  ^^^ 
laws  has  been  greatly  exaggerated.  I  3,  ,  ^^-^  ^^^^^^  ,  ^^  ^^^  -^  ^y^^  tligCert 
said,  1  thought  there  were  other  cauKcs    ^  retiwisiblc ;   but,   aa  far  as  my 

which  had  done  mtjch  more  to  produce  |  recollecliuu  nerves  mc,  it  is  exactly  in 
distress ;  and  I  diclared.  that  I  did  not  ,  corrcbiwndence  with  what  I  did  say.  The 
despond,  nor  did  I  believe  that  the  rt-  „^^j,,^  ^ ^^^  selected  a  particular  instance 
sources  of  the  country  were  exhausted, 
and  our  manufacturing  prosperity  ruined. 
I  said,  I  thought  there  were  other  causes 
in  operation  which  would  account,  not 
altogether,  hut  in  a  material  degree,  for 
the  present  distress.  This  is  one  of  the 
misrepresentations  to  which,  in  the  course 
of  ten  nights'  debate,  I  have  been  con- 
stantly subjected.  1  have  been  subjected 
to  the  imputation  of  having  brought  for- 
ward this  measure,  without  the  slightest 
hope  that  it  would  contribute  in  the  least 
to  restore  commercial  prosperity,  h  has 
been  said,  that  I  declared  that  the  object 
of  the  law  was  to  fix  the  price  of  corn  at 
54s,  or  .V)5*.,  or  at  least  to  insure  its  never 
verging  more  than  from  54s.  to  /'«8»'.  I 
beg  again  to  refer  to  what  I  really  did 
lay : — 


**  Nothing  can  be  more  diflirult,  than  to 
attempt  tn  determine  the  amount  of  piotection 
r^uirtd  for  the  home  producer.  I  am  almost 
afraid  even  to  mention  the  term  *  reniun^Taliiig 
price,'  because  I  know  how  nrce^Minly  vngue 
must  be  the  idea  which  is  attaihed  to  il.  Hie 
price  ii-quisitc  in  order  to  remunerate  the 
home  kjruwcr  must  necessarily  ^ary;  a  lliuii. 
sand  circumHtam-es  mu^t  be  taken  into  account 
before  you  can  determine,  whether  .1  certain 
price  will  b«-  a  suAicient  remuneraiion  or  not : 
and  the  same  difhculiy  ociurs  iaIhji  we  at< 


«ith  respect  to  imports  from  the  United 
States.  1  certainly  did  inentioo  a  Mr* 
ticular  instance  in  which  an  import  nad 
taken  place  from  the  United  States  in  ■ 
very  short  period.  An  hon.  and  gml- 
lant  Ofticer  opposite  (Sir  C.  Napier) 
said,  I  ought  not  to  rely  on  that  case 
as  an  indicaiion  of  the  length  of  voyage 
under  all  circumstance,  and  desired  thit 
there  might  be  produced  an  account  of 
the  length  of  the  voyage  by  ships  im- 
porting corn  from  the  United  States.  I 
nave  it  now  before  me,  with  respect  to 
New  York,  the  chief  port  from  which  corn 
is  brought  into  Kngland,  giving  the  kngth 
of  voyage  of  all  ships  from  New  York  to 
Liverpool  in  1841.  The  number  of  ships 
was  thirty,  and  the  average  durAtioD  of 
the  vovagc  was  twenty -three  days ;  and 
that  being  the  case,  if  you  do  permit,  bj 
an  alteration  of  the  law,  a  more  regulnr 
trade  in  corn  than  you  have  had  under  the 
existing  law,  it  does  appear  to  me  cicor 
from  this  pH|icr,  that  the  United  States  siw 
not,  in  comparison  with  Dantzic  and  othst 
|K)rts  in  the  Baltic,  placed  at  such  disad* 
vantiigcwiih  respect  to  the  import  of  con 
into  this  country  as  some  people  have 
imagine<l.  Having  alreadv  bad  frc«|oeal 
occjsion  to  address  the  llouse  upon  the 


icinpt  to  determine  on  adju»iing  tliv  >calo  of  •  subject,  I  have  always  wished,  as  far  aa 
duties.  ...  1  cannot  say,  on  the  othvr  |  |K>siible,  to  confine  my  observatioiis  to  the 
h.n.l.  that  1  arn  aMe  to  ste  any  sreai  or  per-    p.^jcular  subject  immediately  under  die- 

manrnt    aJvantase   to    b<*   derived    from    ihir     "^       -  1  .1         ■  t     a    '1       j      j- 

diminution   ..f  th.  price  of  corn  le^ond   the    C"»«»n-      '  OiOUghl  we  had   already  d». 

lowest  ainoniii  I  have  nanie<l.  if  I  lm>k  at  the  ^"*»^«*  "^  *n^f"**  ^  ^^  "««*  «"«y«  "« 
iHuhjcct  III  inniiixion  with  the  general  posiuon  ^Ito  of  the  sliding-scale.  But  the  aoble 
ui  ihi:  ■  iiiititry,  tli^r  txisiing  rel  itiitns  of  lam!- 1  Lord  has  revived  both.  And  yet  be  is  not 
lord  aiii!  \*  lunt.  ihi-  luiiden*  upon  limJ,  an<l  |  now  at  libertv  to  propose  the  scheme  of  a 
the  l.al.ii^  ul  the  louniry.  W  hen  I  name  th.*  :  i\J^^.^  J^^,  'jy^^^  advocate  fof  great  priB. 
*um.  hou.  vcr,  I  rnu.t  beg  altOk;.tb.r  to  di*.    ^.j  ,„  ^.f,  ^^^^         ^,„^    He  who  talks 

claim  mentioning  it  as  a  pivot '^r  remiineraiing        ^        1.     /    °      -1       ^  t*.*     ■  ^ 

pno,  or  .inv  infJr.iKe  tlui  tli.  I^i;,.Utur^  can    ^  "n"^**  ^^  conciliaimg  political  topportj 

-iia:ai.:,*:ilic  toiii.nujnc*-.  f  iiutj.nce;  f..r  I  °^^^  "^^  maintain  his  own  pnnciple  and 
kbMW  ii  (o  l>e  ini|>oiiible  lo  i  tfett  any  ^uih  ub-  resolution  in  order  that  he  may  colleet  a 
jcct  by  a  legislative  coactmcnL    It  is  utterly    few  straj  TOtes  ffom  tboss  WOOttd  hia»   If 
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ihe  noble  Lord  had  been  consblent,  and 
bad  wished  to  enlighten  ut,  he  ought  dis- 
tinctly to  have  eiplained  what  he  meant 
by  justice  to  agriculture.  On  what  prin- 
ciple was  his  8t.  duty  to  be  maintained  ? 
He  admits  the  8s.  duly  would  not  diminish 
the  price  of  corn ;  if  that  be  so,  and  if  the 
manufacturer  be  of  opinion  that  the  high 
price  of  corn  is  the  cause,  of  all  others, 
favourable  to  foreign  competition,  how 
does  the  noble  Lord  think  that  the  8s. 
duty  would  be  a  settlement  of  the  com 
question?  This  is  the  case  of  the  free 
traders,  the  constant  and  decided  advo- 
cates of  a  repeal  of  the  Corn- laws.  They 
aaj  that  a  bread  tax  is  odious  and  unjust, 
they  say  that  the  existence  of  a  tax  upon 
corn  subjects  you  to  an  unfair  and  dis- 
couraging competition  with  foreigners,  but 
the  noble  Lord  tells  them,  *'  Take  the  8f . 
fixed  duty  on  corn,"*  although  he  does  not 
thmk  the  result  will  be  any  diminution  of 
the  cost  of  corn  in  this  country — he  does 
not  expect  prices  will  be  reduced.  How, 
then,  can  he  expect  that  his  project  would 
be  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  question  ? 
and  how  can  he  expect  to  unite  in  perma- 
nent union  with  him  those  whose  support  he 
could  conciliate  only  when  he  ventured  to 
move  a  negative  ?  Whj,  the  first  moment 
he  brought  forward  an  j  distinct  substantive 
proposition,  as  has  been  my  duty,  his 
present  supporters  would  at  once  abandon 
the  noble  LK>rd.  The  noble  Viscount,  the 
Member  for  Sunderland,  who  spoke  early 
in  the  debate,  not  onlv  admitted  that  this 
was  a  subetantial  and  material  improve- 
ment of  the  existing  law — he  not  only 
admitted,  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Liskeard,  that  it  would  have  this 
advantage,  that  it  would  occasion  an  in- 
crease of  revenue;  but  he  also  drew  a 
favourable  contrast  between  the  proceeding 
of  the  present  and  the  late  Government 
with  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
brought  forward  this  question.  Having 
determined  on  an  alteration  in  the  Corn- 
laws,  we  placed  the  announcement  of  it 
in  the  Queen's  Speech,  and  on  the  earliest 
day  on  which  it  was  poMible  to  discuss 
the  question,  we  brought  it  forward,  on 
the  authority  and  responsibility  of  the 
Government.  The  noble  Lord,  on  the 
contrary,  maintained  an  entire  silence  on 
the  sub|ect  in  her  Majesty's  Speech,  and 
intimated  to  the  House  his  intentions  with 
reference  to  the  Com-Uws  only  at  an 
advanced  period  of  the  Session.  As  a 
question  anectiog  great  and  oooplicated 


interests,  and  in  respect  to  which  the 
minds  of  men  were  much  divided,  1  had  to 
deal  with  the  Corn-laws ;  and  1  felt  this, 
that  if  the  question  was  to  be  touched,  it 
was  desirable  to  bring  it  to  a  pract^ 
conclusion.  I  did  not  want  to  bring  for- 
ward a  measure  enunciating  some  general 
principles,  and  after  spending  the  Session 
in  discussion,  find  myself  in  August  prao- 
cally  where  I  was  in  January  previous.  I 
wished  to  propose  a  measure  which  there 
would  be  a  prospect  of  passing  into  a  law 
— not  giving  universal  satisfaction,  for  that 
I  despaired  of — but  having  the  concur* 
rence  of  the  well- thinking,  rational,  inteU 
ligent  portions  of  the  community.  Yes, 
and  1  have  had  it.  And  what  makes  your 
debates  so  fiat  and  dull  ?  What,  but  that 
the  country  has  decided  in  favour  of  my 
measure  ?  I  am  not  speakinfp  of  the  Anti- 
Corn-law  League;  it  is  quite  impossible 
that  they  should  so  soon  forget  their 
vocation  as  to  permit  their  acquiescence 
in  this  law.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the 
agricultural  community,  but  I  do  believe 
that  among  the  trading,  manufacturing, 
commercial  classes,  there  is  a  strong  con* 
viction  that  the  measure  I  have  proposed, 
looking  at  the  existing  state  of  the  country, 
is  a  fair  and  just  arrangement.  Yes, 
and  if  it  were  otherwise,  I  should  find 
the  debates  in  this  House  carried  on 
with  much  more  spirit  and  vigour. 
Well,  now,  this  is  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill;  and  the  proposal  of  the  noUe 
Lord  is,  that  it  be  rejected.  But  the  de- 
cision to-night  will  be  no  indication  what* 
ever  of  the  opinion  on  the  subject  of  tha 
Corn-laws,  becatise  it  will  be  my  misfor* 
tune  to  find  myself  opposed  by  those  who, 
with  the  noble  Lord  (J.  Russell),  were  in 
favour  of  a  fixed  duty.  And,  by  the  by, 
when  the  noble  Lord  offered  me  the  fixed 
duty  scheme,  I  should  like  to  know  whe- 
ther he  meant  the  fixed  duty  of  the  last 
Session  or  that  of  the  present.  Allow  me 
to  tell  the  noble  Lord,  when  he  says  I 
scare  my  agricultural  friends  by  threaten- 
ing them  with  the  ghost  of  the  Iste  Govern- 
ment in  Palace-yard,  that  if  that  ghost 
were  an  indication  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment were  really  defunct,  the  apparition 
would  not  be  an  unwelcome  one.  [Cheers,] 
I  am  sorry  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site does  not  understand  me.  But  will  the 
noble  Lord  tell  me,  when  he  makes  the 
ofier  of  the  fixed  doty,  whether  he  is  be- 
queathing to  me  one  of  those  legacies 
which  the  laie  Gorernment  on  their  oeatlu 
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utz*ot  :l  ibt  c'/QtMrrct^  iimD^e3»e:.ii  of 
U>e  cvLt'M, or  iLkt  Sf^dificrnuoo  of  k  f:ied 
d'jtj  vLiC* ,  Vj  Vbk  »vrpnte  of  \ut  D''«bie 
Ixir^.  Le  pT'.piow^  ib  tiit  oourM  of  this 
ScsMOf* — «L«c-b  aulopted  ti«e  tvmfef,  for 
tii«¥  «frr«  :^f:i4«MrT  ;o  the  fvfteaip  kod 
proiided  t'riikt  vkkcii  cc/ro  tbould  trme  at 
7  yf.  tL»?<b  should  be  t  ioddcn  drop  in  ibe 
ft^.kk  f'om  ^1.  to  k  riocsiokl  dutj  ^     1  ftbtil 
be  oppx^  bj  tbote  ftdnfC«tei'  cf  t  fiied 
datv  or^  com  vbo  thiok  tbere  thoald  be  a 
fii<^  <jrjrv  %(  cooriterrkiliDg  thebardeuioo 
hfid:  k'.d  '-T  iboM  other  adtocafet  of  a 
fited  d^tv  «Lo  k^rec  vith  the  noble  I^rd 
lF«e  Meir.Utr  forTivcrtoti  that  a  tai  should 
be  impoted  on  foreign  coro  imported  into 
tbii  ccuri'ry,  Lot  bj  way  of  protectioci,but 
fpecialljT  for  ibe  purpoMrt  of  revenue.     I 
thall  alfto  be  oppOf«d  bj  the  advocate!  of 
the  Ci.  dotT.     1  fthall  be  opposed,  I  fear, 
by  those  Gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to 
■ny  duty  vhalefer.     I  am  afraid  I  shall 
l«  opposed  by  some,  I  trust  a  very  few, 
who,  differing  totally  from  the  great  body 
of  my  opp^^nents,  think  my  proposal  en- 
dangers   (he    prosperity    of    agriculture. 
fLord    Wor\Uy :    "Hear.")      The  noble 
l^rd  is  orie  of  them.     Then  I  am  afraid 
I  snail  a]%o  be  opposed  by  some  Gentle- 
mtu  frorii  the  iister  kingdom — the  loudest 
advocstfrs   for   rref-trdde,  who,  when  the 
prop'iial  was   in  the  distance,  or  brought 
forward  by  a  Government  who  could  nut 
f  arry  it,  ^avo  their  political  support  to  an 
AdrrufiiHiration  which   was  the  very  ghost 
of    fre<:- trade    in   I'alace-yard.      Now,   I 
earnestly  uik  those  hon.  Gentlemen  well 
tocohiuJer  what  would  be  the  consequence 
of  rtjertiiig  this  measure  :  'is.  Ad.  on  osts 
IS  the  hi;;hest  duty  which  the  noble  Lord 
gives  th«  rn  ;  and  any  protection  so  made- 
fjiiate,  s/j  prr',;nant  with   danger  as  they 
say  it  IS   to  the  interests  of  the  agricultu- 
rists, bein;!  at  any  rate  a  highi-r  protection 
than   that   which   the   noble   Lord    oHcrs. 
will,  I  ^liould  think,  be  preferable  in  their 
evfs.     My   hon.   Friend   the  Member  fur 
W^IlinjEf  rd   e&pri'^sfd    his    aMonishment 
that  I  should  pro)>oie  so  sweeping  a  mea- 
sure as  this :  he  ditl'rrs  from  me,  and  thinks 
It  will  cau«r*   the  introduction  of  a  irreat 
uaniity  of  foreign  corn.    I  shall  thtrcfure, 
fear,   encounter  his  op|iosition,  on  the 
ground  that  the  measure  is  mjurious  to  the 
agrtcaltonl  intcfctU.    Bot  I  ask  Uumn 
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LiiD.  Gtntlettea  to  rorinder.  if  inry  nyect 
tKis  nea^are.  wint  pmspect   of 
there  wouid  be  of  cany  mg  aay  ocber 
sare  ?    I  do  ooi  mtnt  vnb  the  ooUe  Lov4 
that  snrrcii  is  isdifieTeot.     I  think 
Getitlcs&eii  owght  to  fed  t^at 
ra  the  itreogth  of  their  on 
to  ooMMder  It  a  miilbrtaDe  iar  thea  lo  ho 
'  rejected ;  bot  I  Bott  ny,  that  I  do  aoi 
,  tbiak  tbere  wovid  be  any  advantage  ftoai 
an  increased  proiectioo  opoa  oau  io  Iicw 
■'  laod,  or  wheat  in  Eogkod.     Tbey  aaj 
Dc«  think  I  go  far  eooogh ;  bat,  «po«  ika 
whole,  coondering  the   preseot  iCate  of 
\  partiei,  aod  of  tl^  pobbc  Bind,  it  is  aot 
[  probable  that  any  law  will  be  pinpnaai 
;  which  will  be  more  gcocnlly  saiisfacaofy, 
r  or  which,  at  aoT  rate,  will  gira 
I  protection :  anj  if  tbey  cone  to  that 
elusion,  aod  find  atooog  the  BMSt  iatcUi* 
gent  of  the  agricultansts  who  w«h,  per- 
haps, for  increased  protcctioo,  yet  at  Icasi, 
admit  that  there  are  considerable  difical- 
ties  in  the  subject — an  opinion  that  tkaa 
is  a  better  roeasore  than  they  aaticipaiad 
— I  trust  that  this  feelmg,  which  I  belicva 
to  predominate  among  the  most  inleUigeaft 
agriculturists  of  this  country,  wdl  ha*c  ila 
due  influence  in  this  House*  aod  that  mj 
hon.  Friends,  if  they  will  not  agree  vilh 
me  in  all  its  details,  will  feel  theaseivas 
enabled  to  give  me  their  support.    Hw 
noble  1.ord  has  ridiculed  the  prejodieca 
and  fears  of  the  agriculturists.     Now,  tba 
noble  I»rd  should  be  sparine:  apoo  thac 
point,     lie  has  a  perfect  right,  and  I  do 
not  complain  of  it — on  the  contrary,  I 
think  it  manly  and  courageous — lochaagc 
opinions  when  upon  more  eileodcd  vieva 
you  believe  them  to  be   wrong;    bat  ha 
ought  to  have  had  mercy  on  the  farasera  who 
entertained  fears  respecting  agncaltara ; 
for,  if  ever  there  were  a  public  aan  who 
wrote  in  a  manner  to  eicite  those  feaiav 
and  confirm  the  prejudices  of  the  agrkaW 
cultunsts,  that  man  was  the  noUe  Locd. 
There  sit  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  Isr 
London  and  the   hon.  Member  the  laSe 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  trade  (Mr. 
Shell);  and  if  ever  any  men  did  anytkiac 
to  excite  apprehension,  the  one  for  IrisE 
oats,  the  other  for  English  wheat*  tbej 
were  the  noble  I«ord  and  the  ngbt  how. 
(tentleman.     The  noble  Lord  was  all  Ibr 
English  wheat ;  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaw 
was  all  for  Irish  oats;  but  their  agricallw* 
ral  partialities  have  in  some  degraa  fft* 
nished.    Surely  1  might  say,«<* 

^Tuqaa  prior  Ca  paias^** 
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in  mpect  to  (hoae  nnfortnnalc  fwmen  [  ment  on  the  nigu-  duties,  and  he  ac- 
whote  appfcheiitioiii  vou  have  done  ai  |  cordioKly  voted  against  them  ;  and  he 
much  a*  any  man  to  eicite.  But  what,  1  {  alwaaid,  that  he  ahould  oppose  the  Gorern- 
again  ntk,  will  be  the  coDaeqaence  of  re-  )  raeot  on  the  Cora-laira.  He  had  referred 
jectiog  thia  meaaare  7  In  prapoaiDg  il  I  to  the  debates  on  the  question  of  want  of 
offer  a  great  mitigatioa  of  the  evili  com-  cooBdence  id  the  Ute  Adminiatration,  and 
plained  of  in  the  present  system.  Reject  he  found,  that  what  he  bad  said  was  this : 
.  and   what  other   amnseraent  can  be       -Alihotiah  it  i>  painful  to  m.  to  upuata 


made  ?     Is  the  nobte  Lord  strong 
to  carry  his  8i.  duty  * 
■irODg  enough   to 


Although  it  il  painful  t^  .-.  .»  n|._._ 

'8''    from  the  Go*eniinenI  and  Tote  against  ibem, 

Is  any  oiber  party    u  il  will  moii  prob»bly  inntfer  power  fnm 

•—'-    the   existing    them  to  UeDtlemFn  on  the  oppoiiie  lida  of 


system,  or  to  give  «  Corn-law  more  fa-  '  the  Home,  yet,  upon  the  Com-lsvi,  I  han 
Yourable  to  th«  agricnltorisU  ?     The  only    <""?  <•"?  eonrte  to  pursue,  and  "beoever  that 
alternaiire   ia,  lelring   this   qneslion   the    •"bj'^t  «>  brought  forward.  I  shall  feel  obliged 
, '     .      ,        ,  ,°     ..  ..^         J    J-     ;  to  repeat  the   vote  which  I  relactantlT  nve 

subject   of  prolonged  agitatKO   and   dis-         j„^  them  on  the  question  of  the^V 
cussion,  inteinpting  all  commercial  inter-    duties," 
course,   disturbing  the   relations   between 
laodlord  and  tenant,  and  making  it  impos- 
sible for  any  man  to  know   upon 


That  occasion  was  a  diflmnt  one  frosn 
is ,'    then   a   aingle   rote   was   likely  to 

Kmi'h^  b'oldi k'.'l,nd. Tb.lim"th«"u  | '"»''«'  J""  »  olb»  h.iKb ;   but  tbu 
I  _.  — t  (iiQ  f^g^  DOW.     He  could  under- 


large  a  portioD  of  the  community  as  any 
man  could  anticipate,  when  a  change  in 
the  Cora-laws  was  proposed,  hare  deciijed 
that  this  is  a  just  protection,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  they  are  anxiooa  for  the  pas- 
sing of  the  bill.  I  cannot  anticipate  the 
support  of  those  wbo  are  in  favour  of 
repeal  or  a  fixed  duty ;  but  I  earnestly 
hope  that  the  great  body  of  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  have  for  many  years 
given  me  their  confidence,  and  such  mark- 
ed proofs  of  it  in  the  present  Session, 
will  feel  it  their  duty  upon  this  occaaion, 
and  upon  every  other  future  discussion 
opon  this  subject,  to  aupport  the  bill 
which  I  have  bad  the  honour  of  submitting 
to  the  House. 

Lord  JVortlet/  rose  to  more  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate.  [Crrei  o/"  "  Go  on," 
and  "  Quettion,'^  If  the  muse  would 
permit  him,  then,  he  wished  to  addreaa  There  had  also 
them,  in  conaequence  of  an  observation  on  the  other  side,  who  had  stated  unbesit- 
that  had  been  made  respecting  him  in  in  atingly  their  opinion,  that  the  scale  of 
early  part  of  the  detete,  in  which  the  duties  in  this  bill  was  not  sufficient  to  pro- 
hon.  Member  for  Devonshire  stated,  that  tect  the  agricultural  interest*.  And  who 
he  had  said,  that  he  thought  hon.  Gentle-  ,  were  those  hon.  Members  i  Were  they 
men  of^Mwite  wer«  inconsistent  in  their  the  representatives  of  small  constituencies  f 
votca  in  that  House,  when  he  recollected  i  Did  they  not  represent  lar^  bodies  of 
the  bopea  they  held  out  to  their  constitn-  people  in  this  country  f  The  hon.  Mem> 
cnta,  and  he  stated,  that  he  thought,  how-    her  for  Shropshire  sUted,  that  it  would  ha 


stand,  that  hgn.  Members  might  say,  if 
the  balance  of  power  were  as  Dice  now  aa 
it  was  then,  thJat  they  would  vote  with  the 
Government ;  bat  he  thought,  that  they 
ought  to  vote  against  the  Govemmeat 
upon  this  scheme,  which  they  themselrea 
disapproved  of,  for  thef  might  do  so  with- 
out withdrawing  their  general  support 
from  the  Govemmeot,  The  right  boo. 
Baronet,  the  Member  for  Kent,  said,  that 
there  was  upon  his  ude  of  the  House  a 
geoerml  acquiescence  in  this  measure ;  but 
at  the  same  time,  he  seemed  to  take  great 
paiiu  to  prevent  hon.  Members  from  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  the  hon.  Mnnber 
for  Wallingfbrd.  The  right  hon.  Member 
miffht,  perhaps,  bare  forgotten,  that  tbero 
had  been  a  division  oa  part  of  this  scale, 
and  that  several  hon.  Members  had  voted 
oKsinst  the  duty  on  oats  the  other  night, 
ilso  been  several  hon.  Hembeia 


t  they  might  have  been, .  ruinous  in  Wmles.    The  boo.  Member  for 
their  iocousistencT  was  not  equal  to  that  |  the  Elgin  Burghs  had  said,  that  tt  would 


which  be  was  gnilty  last  rear, 
en  tbe  bon.  Member  stated  thi  . 
Member  forgot  to  state  alio,  that 


But  j  be  so  in  Scotland.    The  hoiL  Member  for 

that,  tbe  |  Waterfbrd    had    declared,    it    was   moat 

ipopuUr  in  Ireland.      Tbe  boo.    Mem* 


when  her  M^ea^'aUte  Ministers  proposed    her  for  Lii>colnshire  propoaed  s 
an  alteration  in  tbe  sugar  duties  and  the    ment.      Tbe  h«i.   Member  lo 
Corn-laws,    he   evpresaly    stated  in  the  |  said  it  was  impossiUa  to  carry  on 
Hooae,  that  be  ihoold  oppose  the  Coreni-   Poar*lKw  Bill,  if  Ihb  BHMora  ns  p 
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The  lifm.  Member  fur  Essex  objected 
to  tlie  bill.  The  hun.  Member  for  Dur* 
setshirc  did  the  nainc,  atid  the  huo.  Mem- 
ber for  DeFoDfihire  objected  to  the  bill» 
M  it  did  not  give  sutfirieot  protection  to 
the  agriculturil  interest,  but,  at  tbe  same 
time,  he  stated,  that  he  could  not  make 
up  liiM  mind  to  rote  against  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Haronet.  He  might  ha?c  taken  the  same 
c'imnie,  last  year,  but  he  preferred  acting 
MS  an  iiidc|K:ndent  Member.  There  was  no 
inconsiMteiicy  in  his  voting  confidence  in 
the  last  adminutration,  although  he  had 
voted  against  the  Corn  Hill  which  they 
had  prop<M«ed.  He  agreed  with  the  gene* 
ral  policy  of  the  last  Adminivtration,  al* 
though  lie  diflfered  from  their  fNilicy  on 
one  important  measure,  and  he  disagreed 
with  the  policy  of  the  present  G<ivernaient, 
and  from  his  knowledge  of  the  previous 
life  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  at  the  head 
of  that  Government,  he  did  not  expect  auy 
measure  which  would  maintain  sufficient 
protection  to  the  agricultural  interest.  But 
It  might  be  said,  that  the  House  was  since 
pledged  to  inquire  into  the  Corn -laws. 
But  who  Kaid  s<i?  The  amendment  on 
the  Address  was  moved  by  those  who  be- 
fore ^objected,  not  only  to  the  measure 
prop(»scd  by  the  lust  Administratiim,  but 
who  genenilly  opposed  all  ulterations  in 
the  Corn -laws,  and  what  were  the  words 
of  that  amendment :  — 

*'  We  UAHiire  your  M:ijesty,  Uiai  we  are 
deeply  sensible  uf  the  iniitortaDce  of  those 
coiisidcrmiiuu!(  to  which  your  Miijc^ty  has  beta 
graciously  pleased  lu  direct  uur  attention  iu 
reference  lo  the  coinmerce  and  revenue  of  the 
country,  and  to  the  lawi  which  regulate  the 
trade  iii  corn. 

"  That  Ml  deciding  the  course  which  it  may 
t»e  advisable  to  pursue  Mrith  referenct*  to  iitich 
matters,  it  will  lie  our  earnest  desire  to  conwult 
the  interest,  and  promote  the  welfare  of  all 
classes  of  your  Majesty's  subjects.** 

Was  the  bill  now  before  the  House 
ralriilatt'^l  to  promote  the  objects  intro- 
duced into  that  amendment  ?  He  thought 
it  was  not ;  be  tbought  it  was  not  cal- 
cuLited  to  promote  the  agricultural  in- 
terests, and  the  manufacturers  believed 
it  was  nut  calculated  to  promote  theirs. 
There  was  a  general  opinion,  that  the 
measure  now  introduced  was  not  to  be  a 
final  one.  But  the  right  boo.  liaronet 
nid,  there  was  a  general  wtllingneM  to 
have  it  adopted.  And  why  was  this  the 
case?  Sim|ily  because  the  country  knew 
bis  power  to  carry  his  measure.  The 
right  hon.  Baionet's  supporters  knew  this. 
Thej  knew,  iadtad,  thit  ibo  |ifCMiC  wu 


not  the  measure  which  they  could  have 
wished,  but  they  durst  not  come  back  to  the 
old,  independent,  English,  county-member 
course.  He  had  maintained  this  character 
both  among  the  present^  and  alao  during 
the  late  Administration,  but  he  coidd  not 
expect  all  othera  to  follow  his  example. 
They  tbought  there  was  much  difficulty 
connected  with  the  question  ;  now  he  did 
not  see  this  difficulty.  It  was  said,  that 
if  the  bill  were  lost,  they  mtist  cither 
take  the  fixed  duty,  or  the  old  law.  He 
opposed  the  measure,  because  he  believed 
it  did  not  give  sufficient  pmtecttoo  to 
agriculture.  Tlie  ri|;ht  boo.  Gentleman^ 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  TnMie 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  formerly  said,  that  3Qls. 
duty  was  prohibitory,  that  evening  he  had 
saia  it  was  not.  Now,  ho  did  not  under- 
stand this  discrepancy  of  statement.  He 
thought  there  should  be  a  prohibitory  duty. 
He  agreed  with  his  nuhlc  Friend,  the 
Member  for  London  (Lord  John  Russell), 
that  wheat  should  be  grown  cheap,  but  ha 
also  thought  it  should  be  produced  as 
much  as  |iossiblc  in  this  country,  and 
cheap  foreign  corn  mtist  be  kept  out  dur- 
ing cheap  prices  here.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Devonsliire  said,  the  barbarous  system 
of  farming  was  still  carried  on  in  hb 
county.  Now,  he  (L<»rd  Woraley)  begged 
to  say,  it  was  not  so  in  his  countv.  In 
those  parts,  the  most  extensive  lavcflt- 
nients  were  made  at  the  present  time  oo 
the  faith  of  protection,  lie  thought,  if 
wheat  in  this  i*ountry  was  to  be  liought 
at  4bs*  per  ciuarter,  there  was  no  need 
for  the  introfluction.  The  coro-dealen 
alone,  in  his  opinion,  liked  the  change 
The  bill  had  been  recommended  ns  ha? i^ 
a  tendency  to  lower  corn  abroad,  and  pio- 
dui<c  a  regular  trade   in  cum  here.    Ob 


both  these  points  he  objected  to  the 
He  anticipated,  that  land  would  be  thrown 
out  of  cultivation  by  it,  and  that  a^« 
cultural  would  be  ailded  to  manufacCunng 
distress.  The  noble  l^iord,  in  conrluaimi, 
withdrew  his  motion  for  an  adjounuaeal. 

Sir  i\  Sapier,  would  not  deUin  the 
I  louse  five  minutes.  The  gallant  Oficar 
referred  to  some  calculations  to  show,  thai 
an  interval  of  tifty-one  days  must  danan 
between  the  dispatch  of  an  otdcr  from  taia 
country  (by  steamer)  and  the  arriral  of  a 
cargo  mm  America.  He  wished  ta  kamr 
what  inconvenience  would  arise  froai  audi* 
ing  tiK*  duties  payable  upon  fotviga  corm 
according  to  the  price  in  this  oottBtiT«  ai 
the  time  it  was  placed  oa  board  in  a  I 
part. 
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Mr.  VUUers  said,  as  it  appeared  that  the 
House  was  determined  not  to  accede  to 
the  noble  Lord's  motioo  of  adjournment, 
and  as  it  was  impossible  at  that  late  hour, 
and  in  the  then  state  of  the  House,  to 
enter  into  the  question,  he  would  only 
say  one  word  to  distinguish  his  motifet 
and  that  of  other  Members  who  agreed 
with  him  in  voting  for  the  amendmeut, 
from  those  who  op^posed  it,  because  they 
were  advocates  of  a  permanent  restriction 
on  free-trade  in  food,  and  from  those  who 
opposed  it  thinking,  that  the  measure  was 
a  substantial  improvement  on  the  bill,  and 
who  gave  their  votes  from  believing,  that 
it  would  have  no  effect  in  rejecting  that 
measure.  He  opposed  the  bill  upon  prin- 
ciple, because  its  purpose  was  to  raise  the 
price  of  and  obstruct  the  trade  in  food.  He 
opposed  it  because  it  would  afford  no  im* 
mediate  relief,  and  for  that  opinion  he  had 
tlic  right  hon.  Baronet*s  own  authoritv* 
He  opposed  it  because  he  thought  it  would 
give  no  ultimate  relief— for  the  peculiar 
mode  of  obstructing  the  trade  was  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  In  the  present  kw,  and 
which  had  the  effect  of  preventing  an 
abundant  and  regular  supply — and  was 
constructed  with  the  distinct  purpose  of 
preventing  food  being  grown  abroad  for 
the  supply  of  this  country ;  and  he  op- 
posed it  because  if  the  proposed  reduction 
of  the  duty  had  the  appearance  of  render- 
ing the  market  more  accessible  to  foreign 
producers,  he  believed,  that  the  provision 
for  striking  the  averages  had  been  con- 
trived for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
reduction  bavins  Uuit  operation.  For  these 
reasons,  alone,  then,  he  should  fsel  himsdf 
bound  and  justified  in  offering  to  this  mea- 
sure his  most  strenuous  opposition. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question  tbst 
the  word  **  now  *  stand  part  of  the  ques- 
tion :— Ayes  284;  Noes  176:  Msjority 
108. 

List  qf  ike  Ayes. 


Achiod,  Sir  T.  D. 
Acland,  T.  D. 
Ackers,  J. 
Acton,  Col. 
Adare,  Visct 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
Aiford,  Visct. 
Antrobtts,  £. 
Ark  Wright,  O. 
Ashley,  Lord 
Astell,  W. 
Attwood,  J. 
Bsgge,  W. 
Bagotybon*  W. 


Bailey,  J.  jun. 
Baillie,  Col. 
BaiUie,  H.  J. 
Baird,W. 
Baldwin,  C.  B. 
Balfour,  J.  M. 
Bahoff,  lioo.  W,  B. 
Bameby,  J. 
BarringtoD,  Visct. 
Batkenrills,  T.  B.  M. 
Bateton,  Sir  R. 
Beckett,  W, 
Bell,  M. 
Bentinck,  Lord  0. 


Beresfofd,  Capt. 
Beresford,  Ms^ot 
Bernard,  Visct. 
Boldero,  H.G. 
Borthwick,  P. 
Boifield,  B. 
Bradsbaw,  J. 
Bramstoo,  T.  W. 
Broad  ley,  II. 
Broad  wood,  H. 
Brownrigg,  J.  S. 
Brace,  Lord  £. 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Braen,  Col. 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Buller,5JirJ.  Y. 
Buobury,  T. 
Campbell,  Sir  H. 
Campbell,  A. 
Carnegie,  ho.  Capt. 
Chapman,  A. 
Charterts,  hon.  F. 
Chelsea,  Visct. 
Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
Cholmondelcy,hn.  U. 
Christmas,  W. 
Christopher,  R.  A. 
Chute,  W.L.W. 
Claytoo,  Sir  W.  R. 
CUytoD,  R.  R. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Cli?e,  hon.  R.  H. 
Cockbunn,  rt.bn.SirG. 
Codrington,  C.  W. 
CoUeu,  W.  R. 
CoWille,  C.  R. 
ComptoD,  H.  C. 
Coote,  Sir  C.  II. 
Corry,  rt.  boo.  11. 
Courtenay,  Visct. 
Cresswell,  B. 
Cripps,  W. 
Crosse.  T.  B. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,  hon.  W.  H. 
Denisoo,  £.  B. 
Dickinson,  F.  U. 
D*lsraeli,  B. 
Dodd,  G. 
Douglas,  Sir  U. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  £. 
Douglas,  J.  D.  S. 
Douro,  Marquess  of 
Dowdetwell,  W. 
Drammoad,  H.  H. 
Duffield,  T. 
DuDcombe,  hon.  O. 
Du  Pre,  C.  G. 
East,  J.  B. 
Baton,  R.  J. 
Egerton,  Sir  P. 
F^erton,  W.  T. 
£liot,  Lord 
£mlyn,  Visct. 
Escott,  B. 
£stcourt,T.  G.  B. 
FarnhaBt&B. 


Fellowss,  E. 
Feilden,  W. 
Ferraod,  W.  B. 
Filmer,  Sir  K. 
Fitzroy,  Capt. 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Follett,  Sir  W.  W. 
FfoUiott,  J. 
Forbes,  W. 
ForesUr,hD.G.C.W. 
Fuller,  A.  £. 
GasksU,  J.  Miloes 
Gladstone,  rt.ho.W.E. 
Gordon,  hon.  Capt. 
Gore,  M. 
Gore,  W.  O. 
Gore,  W.  R,  O. 
Goring,  C. 

Goulbam,  rt.  boa.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  bn.  Sir  J. 
Granby,  Marquess  of 
Grant,  Sir  A.  C. 
Greenall,  P. 
Greene,  T. 
Gregory,  W.  H. 
Grimston,  ViKt. 
Grogan,  £. 
Hale,  R.  B. 
Halford  H. 
Hamilton,  W.J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Hanmsr,  Sir  i. 
HarcourtyG.  G. 
Hardioge,  rt.  hn.SirH. 
Hawkes,T. 
Hayes,  Sir  E. 
Heneage,  G.  U.  W. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Hepburn,  SirT.fi. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hinde,  J.  H. 
Hodgson,  F. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Houldsworth,  T. 
Holmes,  hn.  W.  A'CU 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Hope,  A. 
Hope,  G.  W. 
Hornby,  J. 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  U. 
Irton,  S. 

James,  Sir  W.  C. 
Jennyn,  Earl  of 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Johnstone,  Sir  J. 
Jollilie,8irW.G.H. 
Jones,  Capt. 
Kemble,  U. 
Knatchboll,  rt  boo. 

SirE. 
Knight,  H.  G. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Knigfatley,  Sir  C. 
Law,  hon.  C.  E. 
Lawson.  A. 
Li^b,  G.  C 
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Lciccslcr,  Earl  of 
L«nion,  Sir  C. 
I^enooi,  Lord  A. 
Lidddl.  Mod.  II.  T. 
LidcoId,  Rtrl  ol 
Lindia*,  H.  II. 
Lochhin,  W. 
Lowiher.  J.  H. 
Lowtber,  hao.  Col. 
I.j'Kon,  hoD.  GeD. 
M»cLeati«,  T. 
Mackeoiit,  W.  P. 
MackiDDon.W.  A. 
MtcCvmchr,  F.  A. 
Mahoo,  VjKL 
MainwarJDg,  T. 
Manncn,  Lotd  J. 
March,  Earl  of 
Klanharo,  VImi. 
Martin,  C.  V\'. 
Hanin,  T.  B. 
Marty  B,  C.  C 
Ma>t>t,T  W  C. 
Majtcrmait,  J. 
Mcynell,  C'api. 
Miles,  P.  W.  S. 
Mile*,  W. 
Milnw,  R.  M. 
Miichell,T.  A. 
Klorsio,  O. 
Moraan,  C 
MuiMly,  K.  M. 
Mumj,  C.  U.  S. 
Ne*i11e,  R. 
Ncwry,  ViiCl, 
Nicholl,  n.  lion.  J. 
Horrcy),  Ijord 
U'Bncn,  A.  S. 
Owen,  Sir  J. 
Packe.f.W. 
l■aB«^  Lord  W. 
Pakington,  J.  S. 
I'atncr.  K. 

I-Bllen.'j.'vv. 
reel,  t\.  ho.  Sir  R. 
Peel.  J. 
Pemberton,  T. 
I'lgDt,  Sir  B. 
riumplte,  J.  V. 
V<A\<jA,  Sir  F. 
Powell,  Cut. 
Pned,  W.  T. 
Price,  R. 
Priogle,  A. 

Pu»«j,  r. 

Rae,  It.  hn.  Sir  W. 
Raihlaigh,  \V. 
Reaile,  W.  M. 
Reid.  Sir  J.  R. 
Rcpion.  G.  W.  J. 
Richardt,  R. 
Rolle*i«D,  Co). 
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Rose,  It  hon.  Sir  U. 
Round,  C.U. 
Bound,  J. 
Rout,  ban.  Capl. 
Ruthbiwih*,  Col. 
RusuU,  C. 
RuHi-ll,J.  D.  W. 
Hjdtr,  hoD.  G.  D. 
SitidcrMU.  K. 
Sandvd,  Vitcl. 
Scarlell,  two.  R.  C. 
ScoH.lion.  F 
Scyuoar,  Sir  H.  B. 
Shaw,  tl.  boo.  F. 
Shenpard,  T. 
Shirley,  P..  J. 
Sbirley,  K.  1'. 
Sibihorp,  Col. 
Scntih,  A. 
Smyib,  Sir  H. 
SroolUit,  A. 
Somen* I,  Lotd  G, 
Somerlon,  Vuct. 
Soihtion.T.  U.  S. 
Slanley,  Lonl 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  11. 
Start,  II,  C. 
SuiioD,  hou.  II.  U. 
Taylor,  T.  V.. 
Taylor,  J.  A 
Teaoent,  J.K. 
Thonnaoii,  Mr.  Aid. 
Tbotohill,  U. 
Tollemache,  hn.  F.J. 
Tolltroiache,  J. 
Tom  line,  G. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R, 
Trotter,  J. 
I'umor,  C 
Tyrtll.  Sir  J.  T, 
Vaoe,  Lord  H. 
Vert,  Sir  C.  B. 
VemoD,  G.  II. 
Villicrt,  ViKt. 
Vi>ian,J.  K. 
WaddinEion,  H.  S. 
Wahh,Sir  J.  D. 
Welby,  U,  K. 
Whilmore,  T.  C. 
Wilmot,  Sir  J.  K. 
Wood,  CoL 
Wood,  Col.  T. 
Wonley,  hon.  J.  S. 
Wyndhun,  Col. 
WyiKlham,  W. 
Yoike,  boo.  E.  T. 
Youn,.  J. 
YoMDg,  Sir  W. 

Fremanile,  Sir  T. 
Bann|,  II. 


ImI  ^tkt  No». 


Banaernan,  A. 
Barclay,  D. 
Barinf,  tt.lion.  F.T. 
Bamud,  E.  G. 
Bell,  J. 

Berkeley,  bon.  C. 
BeAel^,  hoa.  Capl. 
Berkeley,  boo.  II.  F. 
BeraaI,It. 
BUekaionc,  W.  S. 
Blewiti,  R.  J. 
BowriDK,  Dr. 
Brock  lehunt,  J. 
BrolherioD,  J. 
Biowne,  hon.  W, 
Butter,  C. 
Butfeild,  W. 
ByDg.G. 
Byng,  rt.  hoD.  G. 
CaTcodiib,  hoo,  C.  C. 
Cavendiib,  hn,  G.  H. 
Chapman,  B. 
Cbildert,  J.  W. 
Clay,  Sir  W. 
Cli*c,  E.  B. 
Cobden,  R. 
Colbome,  bo.W.N.R. 
CoUbrooke,  Sir  T.  K. 
Collini,  W. 

<'-t.^r   hon.  W.F. 

Craig,  W.  G. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Cvrteii.  II.  B. 
Palmcny.  Lord 
Ualrymple,  Capt. 
Da*bwood,  G.  II. 
UawMD,bon.T.  V. 
Deniion,  J.  K. 
Denniaiouit,  J. 
1>  'ETncouTt,t.bn,C,T. 

Duncan,  G. 
Uunconbe,  T. 
Uundas,  A.  IV 
(^atbope,  Sir  J. 
Ebnofton,  Viaci. 
Ellice,  E, 
Elli*.  W. 
EaiDonde,  Sir  T. 
Eno*,  W. 
Fergtifon,  Col. 
FerfttMM,  Sir  R.  A. 
Fielden,  J. 
Fiiulan,  Lotd 
Filtroy,  Lord  C. 
ForMer.  M. 
F«i,  C.  R. 
GiUoD.T.  M. 
Gill,  T- 

Gordon,  Lord  F. 
Gore,  hon.  K. 
Grey,  Sir  U. 
Guc*i,  Sir  i. 
Hall,  Sit  a. 
Harford,  S. 
llaTht,J.Q. 
liutii,A. 


llalton,  Capl. 
Ilawei,  B. 
Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 
llayter,  W.  U. 
lleaihcoat,  J. 
Hindley,C. 
llobtiou<e,rt.hD.8ilJ. 
Holdiworth.J. 


llor 


..E. 


Ho»anl,ha.C.W,C. 
Howard,  bon.  H. 
Uowich,  ViacL 
llunphtty,  Mr.  AU. 
liuli,  W. 
Jardine,  W. 
JubuloD,  A. 
l^boucbtre,  R.  ha,  H. 
LanbtoHfll. 
l«D|iion,  J.  H. 
LarpmvStrU.4«IL 
I>ayard,  CapMio 

Locb,  J.  ' 

Hacaubqr,rt.lM.T.B. 
McTagntt,  Sit  J. 
Hab«t,  V. 
Mangtet,  R.  D. 
MaijorilMobH  S. 
Manhall,  W. 
Harm,  J. 
MBnle,rt.lMM.f. 
Miiealfe,  IL 
Uorris,  D. 
UoriiOD,  Gnetml 
Moaiyn,boa.  B.  U.  I. 
Mnmy.  A, 
Hapier,  Sir  C. 
U'Brica,  W.  S. 
CConnriLD. 
U'CwuwIl,  H.  J. 
U'CeaBfltt.J. 
OTcnall,  R.  U. 
OglcS.C.U. 
Ord,  W. 
Paget,  Col. 
PalDwrabM,  ViKL 
Parb«r,  J. 
Pccbell,  Cipl. 
Pbilipi.G.  R. 
Philippe,  Sir  R.  B.  P. 
Philipi,  M. 

I'lfii.j.  W 
Plumrulge,  ^ap- 
Poiuoaby.b.C.P.AjC. 


PoiMonfa*. 

PowelVC. 


PowelVC 
ProihefDc,  E. 
l>ulifard,  R. 
Rawdaa,C«l. 
R«)iagtM,T.H. 
Renitie,  G. 
R)G«,  E.R. 
Uicaido,J.  L. 
Rocba,  Sir  U. 
RnaiboU.  C.  B. 
-     'ta,  J. 
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RiiM«ll|  Lofd  £. 
Scott^R. 
Scrope,  G.  P. 
Sheil,  rt  hoiu  R.  L. 
Smith,  B. 
Smith,  J.  A. 
Smithy  rt,  ho.  R.  V. 
Somen,  J.  P. 
Somenrille,  Sir  W.  M. 
Sunsfield.W.  R«C. 
StaatOD,  W.  li. 
Stuart,  LordJ. 
Stoirt,W.V. 
Strutt,  E. 
Tancrtd,  II.  W. 
Thomely,  T. 

TVWMUTy  J. 

THill,  O. 

Trottbridge,  Sir  E.  T. 
Villien,  boo.  C.  P. 
ViUiera,  F. 


Vimo,  boo.  Ctpt 
Wtkley,T. 
Walker,  R. 

Wall,  c.  a 

Ward,  H.  G. 
Wawo,  J.  T. 
Westeora,  boo.  U.  R. 
Wilde,  Sir  T. 
WilUams,  W. 
WilsoD,  M. 
WiooiogtOD,  SirT.  E. 
Wood,  B. 
Wood,  C. 
Wood,  O.  W. 
Worsley,  Lord 
Wrightsoo,  W.  B. 
Yorke,  H.  R. 

TELLSaS. 

Tufbell,  H. 
HUl,  Lord  M. 


Bill  read  a  aecond  time. 
Adjourned. 
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PHmm.— 1^    Ollgjifi  DiToraiu 

Jhyorfirf     I4IMI   PoiliHwi    AnyffltBM  R^pditlflBti 

PniTioas  PansirTBO.  By  fStm  Biri  of  Morniriihil,  — < 
Lofd  CnqteU,  ftom  ^uAam  plMM  tai  tte  aooaClti  oT 
Down,  and  Tyroat,  tai  flnrour  oT  tte  Itefiife  (Irdnd) 
Bi]L<--B7  Loid  Bnwflnm.  Lovd  Thrin,  and  Lord  Kkk 
iiaM.  ftom  SC.  ItetiBV^AmM-rWdt.  Tnoo.  Bodaia. 
Mid  DuMlt*,  Ibr  •  RopMl  oT  tte  ConJnrt.— By  Loid 
BmiflMm,  ftom  tlw  Mayor  and  Co»powUon  of  Iha  Oty 
of  LoadoB.  i^yMt  tha  praellot  of  Borytag  tlw  Daad  tai 
tba  City,  and  Fopialout  DiaCrtil>.~By  Lofd  FOvanham. 
ftom  Boank  of  Ovmriiam  tai  tha  OMBty  of  York,  Ibr 
k\un$km  of  tha  New  FMrJam. 

Marktaoe-Law  (Ireland).]  Lord 
Campbell^  on  presenting^  petitions  from 
the  mioitters,  elders,  and  congregations 
of  several  chapels  in  connection  with  the 
fCeneral  assembly  of  Presbyterians  in 
Ulster,  praying  that  the  marriages  of 
Dissenters  with  members  of  the  Established 
Church  might  be  declared  valid,  said  he 
would  take  that  opportunity  of  mention- 
ing that  he  had  that  day  received  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  judges  in  Ireland,  stating 
that  at  tlie  late  assiies  at  Carrickfergus  a 
case  came  on  for  trial,  which  involved  the 
same  question  as  that  case  on  which  the 
Irish  judges  had  decided  against  the 
validity  of  marriages  of  Presbyterians  and 
members  of  the  Established  Church  by 
Presbyterian  clergymen.  As  the  recent 
dfciaion  had  not  given  satisfaction  the 


learned  Jodga  thought  it  would  be  a  good 
opportunity  to  have  the  case  reconsidered 
by  the  Irish  bench,  and  afterwards  by  tha 
House  of  Lords,  aided  by  the  English 
judges,  and  he  therefore  directed  the  jury 
Co  return  a  special  verdict,  which  they 
did.  The  case  might  thus  be  submitted 
to  the  judges  of  Ireland  for  their  opiniona, 
and  afterwards  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
Under  these  circumstances  he(Lord  Camp* 
bell)  would  suggest,  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  for  their  Lordships  to  suspend 
any  further  proceedings  on  the  bill  which 
had  come  up  from  the  other  House,  as 
they  would  probably  be  soon  called  upon 
to  decide  upon  the  question  as  to  the 
validity  of  tnose  marriages  in  another 
way. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said  that,  sup- 
posing their  Lordships  should  decida 
against  the  validity  of  the  marriages, 
would  it  not  then  require  some  such  mea- 
sure as  that  now  before  them  to  settle  the 
question  ?  He  thought  it  better  to  go  on 
with  the  biU. 

Lord  Campbell  thought  there  could  be 
verjr  little  doubt  as  to  the  way  in  which 
their  Lordships  would  decide ;  and,  sup* 
posing  they  should  decide  that  the  mar- 
riages were  valid,  a  short  declaratory  act 
only  would  be  reauired ;  and  supposing 
them  to  declare  the  marriages  invalid,  a 
short  enacting  bill  would  be  suflicient. 

The  £onf  CAanceUor  said,  that  the  bill 
would  he  so  framed  as  not  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  any  course  which  their  Lord- 
ships might  think  proper  to  adopt  on  the 
subject. 

Lord  Brougham  expressed  a  hope  that 
noble  Lords  would  not  discuss  the  question 
then,  as  they  had  referred  the  bill  to  the 
coosideration  of  a  committee. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Till  Earl  op  Abbrdeen  -*  the 
Frekcii  Ambassador.  The  Marouesa 
of  Clanricarde^  seemg  the  noble  Eari  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
would  beg  to  put  a  question  to  him  on  a 
matter  which,  in  his  opinion,  did  not  re* 
Quire  any  previous  notice.  He  observed 
that  the  despatch  from  the  noUe  Earl  to 
our  Ambassskdor  at  Paris,  a  copy  of  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  Table  by  command 
of  her  Majestv,  was  dated  the  28th  of 
January ;  but  be  saw  bv  the  poblie  papers 
that  since  that  date  the  subject  of  the 
despatch  had  been  noticed  in  the  French 
Chambers.  The  queation  which  he  wished 
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to  uk  the  noble  Earl  was,  whether  he 
had  since  received  aoj  oflTicial  reply  to  it 
from  the  French  GoTeroment? 
The  Earl  of  ^6er«feen:  None  whatever. 

Educatioit— (Ireland).]  The  Mar- 
quoM  of  iMHidoume  had  a  question  to  put  to 
the  noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Wellington) 
on  atubject  which  he  considered  of  high  im- 
portance as  relating:  to  the  state  of  educa> 
lion  in  Ireland.  Their  I/irdships  were 
aware  that  since  they  met  in  the  present 
Session,  there  had  been  laid  before  them 
an  important  report  emanating  from  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  the  more  impor- 
tant as  it  entered  more  fully  and  more 
satisfactorily  into  the  state  of  education 
in  Ireland  and  its  progress,  than  had  been 
done  in  any  previous  report.  Prom  that 
report  it  appeared  that  since  the  previous 
report  there  had  been  added  400  schools 
to  those  already  in  conneiion  with  the 
board,  making  the  whole  number  of  schools 
at  the  present  time  2,000.  In  the  400 
schools  thus  added  there  were  not  less 
than  60,000  scholars,  and,  notwithitand- 
ing  the  objections  and  mitconceptions 
which  had  long  created  obstacles  to  the 
conneiion,  there  were  not  less  than  2iK)  of 
those  schools  in  connexion  with  the  general 
synod  of  the  Presbyterians  of  Ulster,  who 
now  showed  their  willingness  to  come  for- 
ward and  partake  of  the  great  advantages 
held  out  to  them  by  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. It  also  appeared  from  the  report  to 
whi(*h  he  had  referred  that  considerable 
prugresi  had  been  made  by  the  board  in 
one  most  important  matter — namely,  the 
proper  training  of  teachers,  and  thus 
opening  out  a  much  wider  prospect  of  im- 
provement than  even  many  of  the  moat 
lining  nine  of  the  supporters  of  the  system 
had  at  fimt  contemplated.  Noiwithstand- 
in{;  those  very  cheering  prospects,  rumours 
had  gone  abroad  importing  that  Her 
Majesty's  Ooveromrnt  intended  either  to 
withdraw  lome  of  the  ftrants,  or  in  other 
res|)ectA  greatly  to  alter  the  present  sys- 
tem. For  his  own  part,  he  did  not 
lielteve  those  re|iorts ;  hut,  as  they  had 
cone  abroad,  whether  well  or  ill-founded, 
it  wai  most  important  to  the  state  of  edu- 
cation in  Ireland  that  the  eiaet  intentions 
of  Government  should,  as  far  as  possible^ 
be  known  ou  this  matter.  As  estimates 
for  the  current  year  were  now,  he  pre- 
sumed, in  a  forwani  state  of  preparation, 
be  did  DOl  think  that  it  required  any 
apology  to  their  Lordthipa  or  to  the  noble 


Dnke,  if  he  asked  whether  it  were  tht 
intention  of  the  Government  to  cootintM 
the  grants  for  education  to  their  present 
amount,  or  in  any  way  to  alter  the  con- 
stitution or  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Education*  If  anything  were  wrong  in 
either  of  them,  no  doubt  the  alteration 
necessary  to  remedy  the  defect^  if  any, 
would  be  made ;  but  still,  he  repented,  it 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  educa- 
tion in  Ireland  to  have  it  known  what  were 
the  precise  intentions  of  Government  as 
to  those  points.  He  himself  felt  much 
interest  in  the  qitestion  of  educaiioB»  hav* 
iug  estsblished  several  schools  on  the  aye* 
tern  founded  by  the  National  Board  ;  bnt 
he  made  the  enquiry  on  public  grounds, 
having  no  stronger  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject than  mast  be  entertained  by  every 
one  of  their  Ix>rdships  in  a  matter  of  snch 
vital  importance  to  the  interests  and  well- 
being  of  a  people. 

The  Duke  of  WeiUugtom  said,  as  the 
noble  Marquess  had  given  him  notice  of 
his  intention  to  put  the  question  to  bim, 
he  was  prepared  to  give  the  noble  Mar- 
quess an  answer.  With  respect  to  the 
report  to  which  the  noble  Marquess  had 
referred,  hi*  did  not  feel  it  necsssary  to 
enter  into  any  observations  upon  it  at  that 
time.  With  respect  to  the  noble  Mar- 
ouess's  question  aa  to  the  intcntioea  of 
the  Government  with  respect  to  a  ckaage 
in  the  grants  or  in  any  other  HMtltr  eeo* 
nected  with  the  Board  of  Edncatioe  in 
Ireland,  he  would  say  that  if  tlie  Getirn- 
ment  intended  any  alteration  it  woeU  be 
after  the  most  mature  and  deliberate  eoe- 
sideration  of  all  the  bearings  of  that 
alteration  on  the  institution  itself,  or  the 
general  improvement  of  Ireland  ea  con- 
nected with  It.  For  his  own  part»  be  bed 
always  had  his  own  opinion  on  the 
ject  of  this  system  of  edtteatioe» 
though  there  were  some  points  of  it  of 
which  he  did  not  approve,  yuc  be  bad 
never  opposed  any  grant  for  the  perpoee, 
and  certainly  he  would  never  be  the  per* 
son  to  make  any  alteration  eioepl  epos 
due  consideration  and  his  6rm  caevictioa 
that  it  would  be  for  the  improvemeat  of 
the  institution  itself,  and  that  it  weald 
not  deprive  the  people  of  Ireland  of  any 
of  the  benefits  which  tbey  new  derived 
from  it. 

The  Marquess  of  f.nnsdowi  thanked 
the  noble  Duke  for  the  informatioe  be  bed 
given  him.  As  he  enderstoed  the  noble 
Duke,  he  took  it  that  tbeie  ves  le  ba  ae 
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altemikm  io  the  imoant  of  the  granU 
made  for  edocatioD  in  Ireland,  and  he 
trotted  he  might  atsone  that  no  alteration 
of  any  kind — at  least,  no  important  altera- 
tion— would  be  made  in  the  present  sjs* 
tern  until  the  fullest  consideratioD  of  the 
Government  had  been  given  to  the  subject, 
and  until  the  Government  should  have 
availed  itself  of  the  opinions  of  Parlia- 
ment on  the  subject. 

Poor-Law  Rbturva — Use  op  Ma- 
chinery.] Earl  Stanhope  said,  be  had 
to  move  for  certain  returns,  for  which,  as 
no  objection  would  be  made  to  them  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  he  did  not 
feel  it  necessary  to  give  a  notice.  The 
motion  was  for  a  return  of  the  number 
of  paupers  admitted  into  each  of  the  union 
workhouses  from  January  lit,  1836,  to 
December  3l8t,  1841,  and  also  of  the 
number  of  persons  accommodated  therein, 
and  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  an- 
nually therein,  specifying  the  cause  of 
each  death. 

Agreed  to. 

Earl  Stanhope  in  presenting  a  petition 
to  their  Lordships  would  eipress  a  hope, 
that  he  should  be  more  fortunate  in  getting 
the  return  which  had  just  been  agreed  to 
than  he  had  been  with  respect  to  certain 
returns  for  which  he  mored,  and  which 
had  been  ordered,  nearly  three  years  ago. 
The  motion  on  that  occasion  was  for  a 
statement  of  the  sums  borrowed  for  each 
union  workhouse,  and  also  of  the  sums 
laid  out  in  law  expenses  for  periods  of  three 
years  each  before  and  after  the  pauing  of 
the  new  Poor-law  Act ;  that  motion  was 
made  and  agreed  to  on  the  16th  of  August^ 
1839,  but  from  that  time  to  the  present, 
no  return  had  been  made  to  it.  There 
was  a  point  beyond  which  their  Lordships' 
patience  ought  not  to  be  carried,  but  in 
the  present  case  he  thought  it  had  been 
carried  to  excess.  Two  Sessions  bad  now 
elapsed,  and  the  returns  were  not  forth- 
coming. If  any  difficulties  had  arisen  as 
to  the  making  out  of  such  returns,  it  was 
the  business  of  those  whose  duty  it  was 
to  make  them  to  state  those  difficulties, 
that  they  might  be  removed.  However, 
after  this,  he  gave  notice,  that  if  not  pro- 
duced within  a  short  time,  he  should  move 
that  the  returns  be  made  forthwith.  He 
would  take  this  opportunity  of  giving 
notice  also,  that  if  a  bill  which  he  per- 
ceived was  now  in  progress  through  the 
other  Housci  eotitM ''  A  bill  for  regulat- 


ing the  duties  on  the  Impoftatton   of 
Foreign  Com,"  shoold  come  op  to  that 
House,  he  would,  on  the  question  of  iu 
second  reading,  move  as  an  amendment, 
that  it  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six 
months,  and  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
on  the  amendment.     He  would  now  beg 
to  call  the  attention  of  their  Lordships,  to 
a  petition  which  had  been  intrusted  to  bis 
care.  It  was  signed  by  only  one  individual, 
a  member  of  one  of  the  humbler  classes, 
but  it  spoke  the  language  and  expressed 
the  sentiments  of  many  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  those  classes.    The  petitioner 
was  Abraham  Leach,  a  poor   handloom 
weaver  of  Rochdale,    in   the  county  of 
Lancaster.     He  complained  that  lie  was 
robbed,  oppressed,  and  brought  to  beg- 
gary ^by    the    manufacturers,   who   had 
taken" from  him  the  means  of  labour,  and 
had  substituted  for  it  untaxed  machinery. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  detail  the  snf« 
ferings  of  large  bodies  of  the  handloom 
weavers;    he  would  not  enter  into  the 
extent  of  those  distresses,  but  would  say 
a  word  as  to  their  cause.    The  petitioner 
said,  and  said  truly,  that  the  system  on 
which  the  manufacturers  had  acted  for  a 
long  time  was  subversive  of  the  great  bond 
and  compact  of  society,  by  which  men 
gave  up  an  equal  claim  to  the  productions 
of  nature,  in  order  that  they  should  be 
guaranteed  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  fair 
share.    The  petitioner  asked,  and  he  (the 
Earl  Stanhope)  would  be  glad  to  hear 
some  satisfactory  answer  to  the  question 
he  asked,  if  the  Government  did  not  give 
protection  to  large  classes  of  the  people, 
were  those  classes  bound  to  yield  obedi- 
ence to  the  Government?     It  bad  been 
always  held,  that  if  the  one  was  not  granted 
there  was  no  legal  claim  to  the  other.    It 
was  said,  that  Government  was  instituted 
for  the  protection  of  the  citizens  of  a  state, 
and  the  petitioner  claimed  a  right  to  each 
protection.     He  stated,  that  by  untaxed 
machinery  his  labour  had  been  rendered 
wholly  unprofitable,  and  that  his  loom 
which,  in    1805,  would   have  produced 
80/.,    was    now    not    worth    as    many 
shillings.    The   prayer  of  the  petitioner 
was,  that  their    Lordships    might   take 
these    matters    into    their    serious  con- 
sideration, and  that  he  might  be  restored 
to  those  means  of  support  whieh  he  for- 
merly enjoyed  as  the  price  of  his  labour; 
but  that  if  their  Lordships  should  be  of 
opinion,  that  this  conrse  would  not  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  nation  at  large,  they 
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would  at  least  grant  him  compeDsation 
for  the  amount  of  the  loss  he  had  sustained. 
He  (Earl  Stanhope)  thought  that  the 
prayer  was  most  reasonable.  All  the 
petitioner  claimed  was,  in  strict  confor- 
mity with  the  sacred  principle  of  liberty 
which  was  at  the  commencement  of  the 
French  retolution  defined  to  be  the  right 
of  every  man,  to  do  whatever  he  liked  pro- 
vided he  did  not  injure  another.  He  fully 
concurred  in  this  principle,  which  ought 
to  be  applied  in  its  fullest  extent,  and 
in  every  possible  case,  and  he  would 
contend  that  no  man  had  a  right  to  injure 
another,  still  less  to  injure  whole  classes 
of  the  community,  by  depriving  them  of 
the  fair  reward  of  their  labour.  The  peti- 
tioner, then,  was  perfectly  right  in  the  call 
he  made  upon  their  Lordships,  and  all 
they  could  say  or  do,  would  fall  short  of 
doiog  him  and  his  class  justice,  if  they  did 
not  remedy  the  growing  evil  of  which  he 
complained.  If  be  were  asked  what  that 
remedy  was,  he  would  say  it  was  this,  that 
those  who  deprived  others  of  employment 
in  one  particular  business  should  supply 
them  with  an  equivalent  employment  in 
another,  or  give  them  compensation  to 
the  extent  of  tlie  loss  they  had  sustained. 
The  petitioner  was  borne  out  in  his  state- 
ment of  the  losses  he  had  sustained  in  his 
busineu  by  the  testimony  even  of  the 
master  manufacturers  themselves,  for  he 
(Earl  Stanhope)  had  been  told  by  one 
manufacturer,  that  for  certain  articles  of 
piece  goods  for  which  the  weaver  f^ot 
4s.  i\d,  in  1815,  he  now  got  only  10(/. 
Was  it  possible  to  exist,  ur  rutlier,  to 
vegetate,  on  such  a  system  as  this?  Was 
it  poMiblc  to  expect  that  men  who  were 
ground  down  by  the  loss  of  means  of 
profitable  employment  should  feel  any 
attachment  to  the  present  system  ?  No, 
but  the  system  would  beget  fcclin«:s  of 
revengf,  which  when  roused  under  par- 
ticular circumstances  wouM  show  them- 
selves strongly.  lie  wuuld,  therefore, 
earnestly  entreat  their  Lordshifis  to  take 
the  circumstances  into  their  most  se- 
rious consideration.  Thrv  mi;:ht  rest  as- 
aured  that  the  evils  here  complained 
of.  would  not  be  remedied  either  by 
a  fixed  duty  on  corn  or  a  slidin|;-scale. 
The  poor  clau  of  operatives  could  be 
relieved  only  in  one  or  other  of  two  ways 
— either  by  obliging;  thu^  who  deprived 
them  of  work  in  one  way  to  supply  it  by 
work  of  another  kind,  or,  an  he  (Karl 
Stanhope)    liad  befuce    said,    by  giving 


them  compensation  for  the  lou  they  had 
sustained.  He  might  illustrate  bis  meaning 
by  a  reference  to  a  haymaking  machine 
about  which  his  opinion  had  once  been 
asked.  He  would  not  prohibit  its  use,  or 
prevent  any  person  from  endeavouring  to 
avoid  by  it  the  risk  arising  from  unfavour- 
able weather,  but  he  would  compel  such 
person  to  make  full  compensation  to  the 
labourer  who  bad  been  employed  by  him 
in  haymaking,  for  the  loss  of  their  earn- 
ings of  which  he  had  no  right  to  deprivo 
them. 

Lord  Monieagle  said,  that  with  respect 
to  the  complaint  of  the  noble  Earl  as  to 
the  non-production  of  the  returns  for  which 
he  had  moved  in  1 839,  he  would  find  on 
inquiry,  that  the  fault  lay,  not  with  the 
oflBcer  whose  duty  it  was  to  make  tboae 
returns,  but  with  the  noble  Earl  himself  in 
not  having  renewed  the  order  in  the  ea* 
suing  Session ;  for  the  noble  Earl  must  ba 
aware,  that  an  order  made  for  the  produc- 
tion  of  returns  in  one  Seuion  expired 
with  the  Session  in  which  it  was  made* 
and  no  more  would  be  heard  of  it  if  not 
revived  in  another.  He  could  not  ait 
down  without  entering  his  protest  againil 
the  doctrines  avowed  by  the  noble  Earl. 
Was  it  to  be  tolerated,  that  in  a  country 
like  this,  which  owed  so  much  of  its 
greatness  and  prosperity  to  the  indoa- 
trious  application  of  capital  to  nachioery, 
the  people  should  be  taught  to  regard  witk 
vindictive  feelings  those  who  employed 
that  machinery,  and  should  be  taught  to 
look  upon  them  as  wrong  doers,  from 
whom  the?  were  entitled  to  receive  com* 
pensation  ?  The  petitioner,  their  Lordshipa 
would  observe,  was  a  handloom  weaver. 
Was  he  not  as  such  himself  an  employtr 
of  a  machine  ?  Ijet  him  ask  hsud  aot 
that  very  handloom  displaced  in  its  day  a 
more  simple  form,  by  which  alteraiNM 
manual  labour  was,  in  a  considerable  de* 
grcc,  dispensed  with  ?  Were  artisans  than 
to  tro  back  to  the  more  simple  fbtas  of 
industry,  or  were  they  not,  on  tba  voq- 
tr.iry,  bound  to  go  on  with  new  inu 
provements  in  machinery,— with  thosa 
improvements  to  which  this  country  owad 
so  much  ?  If  machinery  was  tha  caoae 
of  distress,  why  not  go  back  to  tba  primi- 
tive state  of  man  and  aboliah  tba  plough, 
which  was  a  mschine  effecting  a  aaving  of 
manual  labour  ?  He  mutt,  therefore,  again 
protest  afniinsl  the  doctrine,  that  all  or 
any  of  the  existing  distresses  ware  owing 
to  tha  employment  of  machiaary.  TIms  ImI 


417 


Baptiih* 


{March  11} 


Affirmatkmu 


418 


wu>  that  all  and  everything  about  tbem 
was  machin  ery ;  there  was  nothiog  con 
oected  with  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  man  which  machinery  did  not  place 
more  easily  and  cheaply  within  his  reach 
than  it  could  possibly  have  been  by  ma- 
nual labour.  He  was  sorry  to  have 
intruded  upon  the  attention  of  their  Lord- 
ships by  even  one  observation  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  he  could  not  restrain  himself  from 
thus  protesting  against  the  doctrines 
avowed  by  the  noble  Earl,  who  had  held 
up  as  an  object  for  vindictive  feelings  in 
the  working  classes  a  system  which  had 
produced  and  carried  civilization  all  over 
the  world,  and  without  which  they  must  be 
driven  back  to  the  barbarism  of  their  re- 
mote ancestors. 

Earl  Stanhope  denied,  that  there  was 
any  neglect  on  his  part  in  reference  to  the 
returns  for  which  he  had  moved.  Those 
returns  had  been  moved  for  by  an  address 
to  the  Grown,  to  which  an  answer  had 
been  returned,  informing  the  House  that 
they  should  be  produced,  and  he  did  not 
see  why  the  lapse  of  a  Session  should 
prevent  it.  With  respect  to  the  observa- 
tions of  the  noble  Baron  as  to  his  opinions, 
he  would  only  say,  that  when  the  proper 
time  came,  he  should  be  able  to  defend 
those  doctrines,  as  the  noble  Lord  called 
them.  The  noble  Baron  had  charged  him 
with  wishing  to  go  back  to  a  state  of  bar- 
barism. He  had  not  said  anything  of  the 
kind,  but  he  would  now  say,  that  a  state 
of  barbarism  could  not  make  the  condition 
of  some  classes  of  the  people  worse  than  it 
was.  Could  a  state  of  barbarism  produce 
such  an  appalling  fact  as  that  800,000 
hand  loom  weavers  should  be  in  a  state  of 
absolute  destitution  ?  [Noble  Lordi:  No, 
no,  not  that  number.]  He  had  heard  they 
amounted  to  that  number,  but  he  would 
not  state  it  with  certainty.  He  could  de- 
clare, however,  that  in  many  places  the 
handloom  weavers  were  reduced  to  a  state 
of  destitution.  In  the  town  of  Stockport 
alone  there  were  above  15,000  persons 
whose  average  income  did  not  exceed  It.  Id. 
per  week  each.  What  could  be  worse  than 
that  condition  ?  Talk  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  country,  why  it  could  not  be  denied, 
that  the  country  was  more  happy  and  pros- 
perous— at  least  the  people  were  more  so 
— before  this  introduction  of  machinery. 
They  had  plenty  of  work  and  were  well 
paid  for  it.  The  noble  Baron  need  not  be 
surprised  at  finding  very  strong  language 
from  the  people  on  the  great  change  which 
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had  taken  place  in  their  condition,  nor 
need  he  be  surprised,  that  the  peace  of 
the  country  should  be  endangered,  when 
the  poor  working  men  found  themselves  iu 
that  state  from  which  any  change  must 
be  for  the  better. 

The  Earl  of  Devon  did  not  mean  to 
prolong  this  discussion,  but  merely  rose  to 
observe,  that  the  practice  of  Parliament 
was,  that  no  adjournment  of  their  Lord- 
ships* House  should  prevent  the  return  to 
any  orders  made  by  them.  All  orders 
made  in  the  Session  were  considered  obit- 
gatory  out  of  it. 

Petition  to  be  laid  on  the  Table. 

Baptists' Affirmations.]  Lord  Den- 
man  observed,  that  in  consequence  of  some 
observations  that  had  fallen  from  a  noble 
Lord  on  a  former  evening,  he  had  now  to 
lay  on  their  Lordships'  Table  a  bill  for 
rendering  the  affirmation  of  that  sect  of 
Christians  called  Baptists  equivalent  to  an 
oath  in  courts  of  justice.  He  had  reason 
to  know,  that  the  operation  of  the  law  as 
it  now  stood,  granting  exclusively  an  ex- 
emption from  taking  an  oath  to  Quakers 
and  to  those  who  formerly  had  been 
Quakers,  but  had  seceded  from  the  soci- 
ety, pressed  very  severely  on  that  class  of 
Christians  called  Baptists,  who  had  very 
strong  religious  scruples  against  taking  an 
oath  at  all,  and  be  thought  it  very  desir- 
able that  they  should  be  released  from  thai 
difficulty  by  having  their  affirmation  re- 
ceived on  all  future  occasions  in  evidence 
in  those  cases  where  an  oath  was  now  re- 
quired. This  was  the  object  of  the  bill 
he  now  begged  leave  to  lay  on  the  Table. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Friday.  March  U,  1842. 

Mtsiirm.]    BiLUL     PuMIe^— 1*    Ecrkaiaitiol  Hoomi  of 

Retideoee. 

r     iDcumbents    LeiiiBct    E«dciiaitictl    CoqMxaUoot 

Lcacinff* 

3*    Van  Dicmco's  Land. 

RtfortmL — Loan  SodaCki  t  ApprcnUees  Rcf  uUtiom. 
Prrmoirs  PRBUCimi>.     By  Lord  Striflbrd,  and  Lord 

Broi^luun,  from  Kerry.  Momgtuui,  and  Dowb«  in  btrour 

of  Um  Mantaig*  (IraiaDd)  BilL 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Friday^  March  11,  1842. 


Mijiirrcikl    Bill*.    Fritrnte,^!*-     Ferry  Bridge  and  Bo> 
foufh  Btidit  Road;  Btralaihaii  Mad  Derby  JiiDdte 
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Rjuliny  I  Bmtlbrd  Om  i  I  ndmuiiiy  Matnal  If ariBe  Alra^ 
ancvC'dinpuiy :  Ntirthmi  Cml  Mlninf  rirnipuiy  i  CkMiiort 
PifT  :  Wakry  Hill  InrkMurr:  Ruiinim,  Frorfihun,  And 
Northwidi  Small  I)cto;  Tintcch  Park  Pavin|  and  Siw< 
vrafFi  Simth  MHiupoUUo  Gaii  Mowy  CunMnrancy  : 
Li\rqioi>l  B4inna(h  Court ;  Llvrrpool  Impftwrmmt  : 
LiviT|MHl  llralth  of  Dip  Town  ani  BuikUnit  llvtula- 
tM«i:  Ni>rttifni  rnion  <  NrwcaiUv  and  Darlinfftna  June* 
turn)  Railway  I  Rriitnl  KkaUnx  Diirk :  Bristol  and 
<f liiticHtrr  Railway  ;  (trcvmirk  llarbmin  i  Thamn  lla- 
vcfi  Di^k  anil  Railway  ;  ShHIIrM.  AthtiNi*umlvr>LynCb 
and  Maiirhnier  Railway  i  I'ate  InrloMife ;  l.onilnQ  and 
Black  wall  Railway ;  C'UarantM  SociHy  i  Natiuoal  Fhiat- 
inff  Breakwater  Tiimpany;  Biickland  Inckmii*. 
T*     HolywHI  Rnnda. 

3*  andpaiM«l:^Lcie<ateraBdAahby-da4a'ZouchK(»l; 
Hinckli*y  Road. 
JtrptWrd.— Severn  Navlftatido. 
PiTiTioMs  pRRHRniTED.  By  Mr.  SctiolHMd.  Mr.  BiMhrr* 
Inn.  Mr.  M.  Phillipa.  Mr.  B.  Wood,  Mr.  T.  Dunranibr, 
Mr.  Ciilalm.  and  Mr.  Villim*  from  Birmingham,  Sal. 
fiml,  Wimblediin,  Manrhntrr.  Southwark.  sc  Jamc^'*. 
ilaikcBwvU.  fifvat  Vamoiith,  Bratatnv,  Storkpoft,  ami 
oOm  placn.  fur  a  Repeal  of  iKc  Ccwn-bwt ;  frnm  Vouf - 
hall.  GuiUlftird,  Ttpperary*  and  other  plac««.  fur  the  Im- 
portation uf  (irmm  In  pirftffttwe  to  Fkiur  t  ftnm  Kmalca. 
and  (Nhrr  plaert,  itgainat  the  Can  Inpnrtatkin  Bill : 
fVom  B.  Baker,  and  ochm»  ftv  Compematioa  (o  C'lvn 
iMpectiin:  fmm  RallytaanNi,  te.,  againal  Rcductitai  of 
Duty  nnfMU^-By  Colonel  Kuahbradic.  and  Mr.  Hardy, 
from  I'ulne.  Ilepworth.  and  (  larv.  agalniC  any  Airther 
Cirani  tu  Maymaith  C'ollefe.— By  Mr.  Munli.  from  Bir- 
mli^ham.  aipdmi  crrtam  Portiimi  of  the  BomuKh  Im- 
provement! acd  BttlhUi^p  R«|pilatiam  Billat  and  trcm 
Derby,  in  Ikvour  of  laid  Billa.— By  l.i«d  M.  Hill. 
Ihim  BridKrwalcr.  and  Cvevham.  ajpainat  the  Impiin. 
ation  of  l.abiurm  into  Britkk  India.— By  Mr.  Clt^nn- 
nell.  fmm  LcieNter,  and  other  plarM.  for  a  llcpnl 
of  the  L«gi«lativ«  Union.— By  I>r.  Bowrit^,  tram  the 
Brewrrt  iif  Bitltnn.  that  Brrwen  Taak*  may  not  be 
LuUe  tn  br  Dirtralnad  Ibr  RenL—By  sir  C,  Napier, 
for  the  sr<tlcni«nC  of  Purtu|pMar  (  laimiyBy  Mr.  C. 
Tenncnt.  ftum  Down,  Waterfnrd»  and  Droinurr,  in  Ik- 
vour  of  the  MaiTl^(ff«  (Irvland)  Bill.-  By  Mr.  Unfory. 
fhm  .<<L  Mar>'i.  Dublin.  fi«  Alterwina  of  the  |«i«eni 
Kyvinn  of  llducsatton  In  InlawL— From  Strauhan,  Ep 
mm,  and  other  plac««,  fur  the  RrdevnptMin  of  Tolk  m 
llie  MHropnhtBn  Rrid|E««.— Pmm  11.  Meahann,  acaimt 
the  Railway  BilL  -  -  Finni  le— iingfon.  fut  bubrtilutmg 
Afltmaiiuoa  inalaad  of  Uatha. 

CoLcixiAL  Pa94f.^ger4  Rim.^  liOrd 
Siattlr^  haviiiK  inorfd  the  Ordirr  of  the 
Day  for  gniiif;  iotuCofnmittee  on  thin  hill, 
for  the  |mr|Mis«:  of  ]M»fit|ioninf(  it.  uid 
that  he  pri»p<Nic«l  to  fix  it  fitr  MniidHy 
next.  Id  the  hope  thtt  by  that  time  he 
might  lie  ahh*  to  |*o  into  lomiiiittei*  on 
the  hill  prtt J'tfTtna,  for  the  puqMist*  of  in- 
lertiiif^  varioUA  alteraition'i  ami  uuiemU 
nientit,  uhiih,  M  the  sug^ist inn  « if  li lifer- 
ent [Hrtie^,  he  intrniled  to  viihinit  tn  the 
coiitiilerutidii  of  the  IJoiih*.  Jt  might  In- 
c«»nvrnient  also  to  itate.  at  at  thin  ne. 
riod  of  the  year  agreements  were  hriiig 
matle  by  (tepnuiK  in  the  eoiiKration  hii^i- 
nesH.  and  iiiti  ndiiii;  emigrants  ami  a^ 
cmigratinu  might  he  init^-riully  atTeifeil 
hy  the  |UH«iiig  of  the  hill,  th.tl  ht  iliti 
nnt  pro|Mieie  to  hare  the  hJl  tiome  iiil«i 
o|H»ratiitu  ^1  as  to  alfirct  the  emi::r.itii»n 
uf  the  prt-Mfnt  spring,  lie  vroultl  initrt 
words  to  proride  fur  its  cumiDg  into  (ipe- 


rttioo  at  a  period  certaiolj  not  eiriier 
than  the  Itt  d*  June  next. 

Committee  fixed  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Hawcs  underttood  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  only  go  into  committee  pro 
forma  (Hi  Moncfay.  lie  preniined  ilw 
noble  Lonl  would  give  notice  of  iIm  day  oa 
which  he  intended  to  have  the  bill  diactiMed 
in  ci>mmitice. 

Lord  Stanietf  waa  not  even  sure  of  Iwing 
able  to  go  into  committee  with  the  bill 
pro  forma  on  Mowlay.  If  he  should  be 
able,  it  would  be  only  for  the  purpose  of 
inserting  alterations  and  ameodnents; 
after  which,  the  bill  would  be  reprinted, 
and  he  would  take  care  to  gife  notice  of 
the  day  on  which  he  proposed  to  praaeed 
further  with  it. 

Wrst  LvniA  BisiinpRu-s.]  Sir  Ckaries 
SafHcr  asked  the  noble  I^ra,  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies,  when  he  would 
pniceeil  with  his  bill  respecting  the  bishop- 
rii*s  of  the  West  Indies  } 

Ixird  Slanlfy  said,  that  not  being  aware 
of  any  other  objection  to  the  nwaMre 
than  that  stated  by  the  gallant  ConiHM»- 
dore,  he  would  proceed  with  the  bill  ac- 
coniing  to  the  intention  he  had  alrtndy 
stated. 

SorTiiAMPTO!f  Klectioic.]  Sir  0.  Citrk 
mored  the  following  resolution:  That  the 
neat  of  Lord  Bnice  for  the  borougb  of 
Southampton  has  by  law  beeone  vacant, 
he  being  now  Earl  of  lUgin,  a  peer  of  the 
Unite«l  Kingdom. 

Mr.  r.  If.  iryaa  said,  that  he  had  no 
doubt  us  to  the  substance  of  the  motion, 
but  he  thought  it  right  that  the  Hone 
should  have  some  authentic  or  eficlent 
information  of  the  death  of  the  Earl  of 
Elgin  and  of  the  deration  of  Lord  BnMe 
to  the  Peerage. 

Lord  Slamlry  said*  he  thought  he  eouM 
gire  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  ofl&dal 
infiirmation  which  he  desired,  inasmuch  as 
there  had  been  an  t«rder  of  council  peaed 
that  day.  directing  him  to  prepare  a  war- 
rant  for  l^»rd  Hruce  as  guremori-feneril 
of  .laniaica. 

Sir  (i.  f  iVry  said,  he  thought  the  House 
nhtKild  be  cAiitiouH  not  tu  e»tablish  a  |irr* 
ce<lent  iihich  might  lead  to  incnntcniant 
ie*ultft. 

Maji»r  fi.  Bruce  said,  he  could  certify 
to  the  fact  whiih  ua^  then  the  subjoct  oif 
diM-iiMion,  having  attended  the  funcsnl  of 
the  late  Karl  uf  Elgin. 

Hesulutioo  agreed  to. 


491 


Ao/MMiU—       { M  AECH  11)  Waifi  and  Miom.         49S 


AFFAIRS  OF  Indu.]  Hf.  S.  WortUff 
begged  to  put  a  quettioQ  to  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  upoD  a  subject  to  which  it  vat 
iin|X)atible  to  allude  without  })aio,  and  of 
such  impcirtance,  that  he  beliered  it  would 
account  for  the  quettioo  he  was  about  to 
ask.  The  subject  to  which  he  alluded, 
was  the  late  inelaDcholy  disasters  they  had 
met  with  in  the  Wevt  of  India.  Iiitelli- 
geiioe  had  been  receivetl  in  this  country 
from  Cabool,  stating  that  the  garrison  of 
the  place  were  in  circumstances  of  the 
mostimminentdanger.  Reports  had  reached 
this  country  lately,  that  those  circumstances 
had  been  followed  by  others  still  more 
alarming — that  the  garrison  of  Cabool  had 
been  utterly  destroys,  and  that  the  troops 
in  Candahar  had  been  cut  off  from  all 
commuoication  on  that  side,  and  that  the 
troops  at  Jellalabad  were  In  great  danger. 
What  he  wished  to  ask  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was,  such  authentic  informa- 
tion as  Ooremment  might  nossess  with 
regard  to  the  correctness  or  the  report. 
First  of  all,  he  wished  to  know  what  in- 
formation bad  been  receircd  with  respect 
to  the  unfortunate  troops  in  Cabool  ?  and 
secondly,  what  was  the  position  of  those 
io  Candahar  and  Jvllalabad,  and  what 
prospect  of  relief  they  had  from  the  go- 
Temment  of  India. 

Sir  H.  Peel  said,  that  to  the  question 
put  by  his  hoD.  Frmd  be  could  not  gi?e 
a  rery  satlslmctorT  answer,  and  although 
he  had  it  in  bia  powvr  to  do  to, 
he  doubted  whether  it  would  be  con- 
sisttnt  with  his  duty  to  answer  some  of 
the  ^oestiooa  that  had  been  put  to  him. 
But  in  a  matter  of  such  importance  he 
would  not  hesitate  to  gire  the  information 
which  he  poeseseed,  and  which,  although 
not  entirely  official,  might,  he  thought,  be 
relied  oa.  The  latest  accounts  which  h»d 
been  reosired  from  the  Governor-general 
of  India  were  dated  Calcutta,  January  22, 
giving  only  an  account  of  the  scandalous 
and  perfidious  act  by  which  Sir  William 
M'Naghten  had  lost  his  life.  No  account 
snbeeouent  to  the  despatch  of  February  1 , 
from  Donbay,  bad  been  received.  Another 
account,  not  of  an  official  nature,  but  of 
the  correctness  of  which  there  could  be 
little  doubt,  had  been  received  in  a  letter 
from  Dr.  B^id,  dated  Peshawar,  1 6th  of 
January.  It  spoke  of  a  letter  which  was 
dated  Jellalabad,  the  13th,  and  from  that 
letter,  it  was  impossible  to  doubt,  that  her 
Myijesty^s  troops  had  recently  sustained 
great  reverses*  A  capitulation,  as  far  as 
It  couM  be  judged  from  the  accounts,  ap- 1 


peared  to  hate  been  signed  with  the  Aff- 
gban  forces,  sud  by  an  act,  as  it  would 
appear,  speaking,  as  he  said  before,  from 
intormatioii  not  strictly  official,  but  from 
accounts  of  which  the  credibility  could 
hardly  lie  questioned — by  an  act  marked 
with  a  perfidy  and  treachery  almost  as 
icross  as  that  bv  which  Sir  W.  M'Naghtea 
lost  his  life,  the  English  troops  were  ar« 
tacked  tliree  days  afterwards,  and  had  cer- 
tainly sustained  great  loss;  but,  he  trusted, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  accounts 
that  had  been  received  that  ought  to  create 
dismay.  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
take  every  measure,  that  it  might  be  ad- 
visable to  take  to  repair  this  partial  dis- 
aster. Under  the  circumstances,  he  had 
no  doubt  Parliament  would  give  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  its  confidence  and  sup- 
port, whatever  might  be  the  demands 
which  they  should  feel  it  their  duty  to 
make,  in  order  to  repair  the  diaster  that 
had  occurred,  and  to  satisfy  the  public  in 
this  country,  in  India,  and  throughout  the 
world,  that  they  were  determined  to  spare 
no  sacrifice  in  order  to  maintain  their  In* 
dian  empire. 

Sir  •/.  C.  HMtomst  said,  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  life,  he  had  never  been  so 
much  gratified  as  by  the  statement  just 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  He 
had  no  doubt,  but  that  the  Queen's  Go* 
vemment  would  do  its  duty,  and  the  as- 
surance  just  made  must  tranouillise  all 
those  unnecessary  alarms  which  had  before 
existed,  and  for  which  there  would  not 
now  be  a  pretence  for  existing  in  the  mind 
of  any  right  thinking  man.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  nght  in  sajring,  that 
this  House  would  stand  by  the  Queen's 
Government  on  this  occasion.  So  for  from 
party  fooling  prerailing,  the  House  would 
see,  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  exert 
itself  to  the  utoiost  to  repair  the  disaster 
that  had  occurred,  but  which  he,  at  the 
same  time,  thought  had  been  much  ex- 
aggerated. 

FiWAifciAL  STATEMXirT— Wats  a«d 
Means.]    Sir  G.  Clerk  moved  the  Order 
of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
The  Speaker  having  left  the  Chair, 
Sir  A.  Ptel  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 
— Sir,  as  the  House  has  now  sanctioned 
the  votes  tbst  her  Majesty's  Government 
considered  it  their  dutv  to  propose  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  chief  military  estab- 
lishments of  the  country,  1  rise  to  redeem 
the  pledge  I  gave  ioiiM  time  back,  that 
?% 
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I  would  avail  myself  of  the  etrliest  op-   be  enabled  properly  to  perfbnn  the  duty 
portunity.  coniisleiit  with   parliiimentary    which  you  owe  to  the  country,  that  yoa 
usage  ami    the  public   interest,  to  deve-    should  have  before  you  every  informatioii 
lope  the  views  of  the  (Government  with    — every   element  which  ia  necessary  for 
retVrcDce    lo  (he  Bnancial  and   conimer*    the    formation  of   a    full   and   impartial 
cial    |>oIicy    of    the    country.     No    one   judgment.     Sir,  I  have  bat  two  reqnesta 
can  fet'I    more  than  I  do  tlie  impr-nance    to  utTer  to  the  Houie  before  I  enter  oo  my 
and  the  cxtt-nt  of  (he  duty  that  devoUrs    statement.     The  first   is.   that  they  will 
on  me.     No  one   can  be  more  conKiuus    bear  in  mind  thiit  from  the  period  when  1 
than  1  am  how  disproportionate   are  my    bring  forward  my  financial  atatement  I  an 
intellectiKiI  powers  to  the  pro;  er  perform-    labouriof^  under  some   special  ditadvaa- 
ance  of   my  ta^k  ;  but.  Sir,  I  should   be    la^s.     I  speak  particularly  with  reference 
uuwortl'.y  ot  the  trust  committed  to  me —    to  the  estimates  which  I  may  form  of  the 
1  should  be  unht  to  stand  here  in  my  place    probable  revenue  of  the  country.     I  hawm 
as  the  Minister  of  the  British  Crown— .f  I    considered  it  to  be  my  duty  not  to  wnit 
could  teel  disheartened  or  discouraeed —    until  the  supplies  have  been  voted — mm%d 
if   I  coul'i   entrriain   any'.hin^  but  com- '  the   financial  accounts  of  the  year  have 
posure  and  conieotednes*  of  mind^-any-  •  been   closed.     If,    hereafter,   in   my 
thini:,  1  mav  sav.  but  th.it  buovancv  ai.d    mates,  formed  aa  thev  shall  be  with 
alacrity  of  spirit  which  ought    lo  sus'ain    desire  that  they  should  be  just  and 
every  public  man  when  entering  upon  the  '  rate,    I  should  have  been  foond  to 
di«char;:e   of  a  great  public  duty  ;  con-  I  been   mistaken,    I   trust   the   Hooae   wiil 
scious  that  he  is  actuated  by  no  motives  ■  bear  in  mind  that  I  am  labouniif  «o4cc 
that    are   not   honourable   and   just,  and    disadvantages   to  which   others  haf«  MK 
feeling  a  deep  and  an  ioiimate  conviction,    been  eiposrd.     Another  rci^netl  wfccfc  I 
that    according    to  the    best   conclusion    shall  make  is,  that  the  House  will  Kawclhe 
of   his   lopert'ect  and  fallible  judgment.  '  coodness  to  postpone  its  judgment  oooi  ] 
that  which  he  intends  to  propose  wdl  be  ;  shall  have  laid  before  it  the  whole  pAn  a: 
con-lucive  to  the  welfare.  I  mav  aav,  es-  j  the  Government — that  thev  will 
seolial  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country,    hastily  on   a   partial  development  «^ 
Sir,   from   seme   of  the   embarrassments  •  views — that   they    will    not    hattilT 
which  often  accompany  a  bnancial  state-  ,  nounce  that  what  I  may  propose  ia  ao  ■»• 
ment  of  this  kind,  1  am  free.     It  s  some-  j  suit   to   the  couotry^-or,  if  I 
times   nfcessary,   on   such   occasions,    t.-    particular  lotereat,  that  I  ihall 
maintain  great  reserve,  and  to  «peak  «iri  ■  fore  be  given  out  as  proposing 
great  caul:on.     A  due  regard  tor  (he  pu'v    that  is  perfectly  nnrea*onable  nn4 
lie  inttrrst   r..ay  impcse  oo  a  mi:.:s*er  The    I  earnestly  hope  that  every  man. 
duty   vf  rr.Iy  (vartiiLy  d  sclos  n;;  n^aiif*    to  (he  c:ns ^deration  of  this  sobj 
cf   impcrtarcc.     Hct  1   ani  h  ^mpered  r  v    sense  cf  our  real,  but  not  inaoperaUe  ^f- 
no  fetters  o(  cificial  Juty.     I  mean  to  \s>     ficuifiei,  will  postpcne  his  judgmcwC 
bt-fore  vc-i   the  tnith — the  unriir^fra'r «    he  has  before  him  the  whole  of  the 
truth,  but  to  conctal  CKth.r.c      1  I'o  (*  «    wh'ch  I  shall  propose.     I  shmll  mom 
first.  biv~aa«e  in  gTi*at  r.nmc  A  ditfiv-u!*^«    ceed.  Sir.  Tn  the  ordmsry  manner  to 
the  t'st  Kty  towards  imprcT«?T-er(   is  :  >    the  faet»  W!?h   reference  to  the 
look   :r.«:se  vTttficulties  bo):!y  sn  the  i*  e.    irJ  espendture  of  the  country; 
ThiS  IS  true  cJ   ir.di*  viuaU—  t  i»  true  a.»o  '  ;he  fi'S!  ir*»ance,  1  have  to  rrfce 
of  rjs'icr.s.     Triere  can    b^r    r.o    h  p*    cf    estn^ate  wh  ch   «js   fonoed  by  the  right 
iirpr^-.ieBUPt    c:  cf  rtc;v*T^ .   ir'%ouc\n    '  h?r.  Orn:lemsn.   iSe   life  ChaaccVor  of 
sen   :o  c-  ro^il  ?"roKi  ^.u-sc.*i»  !^.^:   -eal    :Ke   Lichf«quer    -Mf.  F.  T.  Barii^l  wftk 
d:Acu!t  is  «::h   wh.cH  y.u  have    t^^  c»r- '•*•;  fc:  t '  tV?  p'o^i  be  revenue  asrfeapeo- 
tir.1       I    ?"a*e    a^cthfr    rc:%e  a'.ic,   f.r  '  d  •     t  i.f  •>*   c   vjrtrv?r.  the 
rr.ak  nj  a  ta"i    arj  ncres<-vrd  djsclos'-re.     rhf  :-^  cf  A;r;.   IMC      St,  eveoia 
It  ;s  rr.y  ..-rfriK-r.  on  the  fart  cf  "re  Cle- 
ver r.mect.  :    Lr.dertake  the  re»p  ns  S  :  '% 

« t"  r*^  ••**•"-  *-*t  mY.K    we  K.ft«e  c*s# :  ■     . —  -     »,    ..«•*   ,w  ••^.     •  — ..• 

t  i*.  to  t-<  r-'-'.r.-  Lrrerest*     \\  ;-l^  %    -  ■  .  h'r<  •  :* :  ^co  li-r*  t3.ao  c«lcnUted  that 
rfs'  ihe    -r».'  r»  t  .  ts  of  s^'x-^r*    ;   »  •   •      ■    he  m    c'    '^e    coptry    mighl    he 

•iv  r  J  't.:  r:«asc*es  mt  c^  I  ;>  .  :  .^.  an:  I  ei:*i:-e-  %  •^al'^  x^f  SDm  of  4SJ10,OOOI. 
it  t«  thenr*.<re  fitting  m  onicr  ihat  you  may  |  He  cairalaird  tteeifiewdiinfelor 
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period,  that  it,  for  the  year  ending  April  />, 
1842,  at  50,731,000/.  There  were  tome 
•light  variations  afterwards  made  in  the 
votes,  which,  of  course,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  not  foresee  at  the  time 
when  he  was  speaking.  There  was  a  sup- 
plementary vote  taken  for,  I  think,  the 
Ordnance  estimates,  in  the  first  Session  of ! 
the  present  Parliament.  I  think  there  was 
also  a  vote  omitted,  that,  namely,  for  the 
Caledonial  Canal ;  but  the  amount  of  the 
difference  made  by  these  chani^es  was  so 
small  as  to  be  hardly  worth  referiing  to. 
Of  course,  it  is  impossible  to  say,  at  this 
moment,  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's estimate  is  perfectly  correct  or  not, 
because  a  portion  of  one  quarter  of  the 
year  is  not  yet  closed.  The  actual  produce 
of  the  revenue  from  April  5,  1841,  to 
February  26,  1842,  was  43,730,000/.  If 
you  estimate  that  the  receipts  for  the 
current  quarter  of  the  present  year  will  be 
equal  to  the  receipts  of  the  current  quarter 
of  last  year,  you  must  add  to  the  actual 
receipt  the  sum  of  4,323,000/.  Cocse- 
quently  the  revenue  will  amount,  on  the 
5th  of  April,  to  48,053,000/.,  being  leu 
than  the  amount  estimated  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  by  160,000/.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  actual  expenditure  was 
not  quite  so  great  as  that  which  he  esti- 
mated, or  rather  will  probably  not  be  so 
great,  and  consequently  his  estimate,  which 
took  the  expected  deficit  at  2,421,000/., 
will  probably,  on  the  whole,  I  think,  ex- 
ceed the  actual  amount  of  the  deficit.  The 
actual  amount  of  the  deficit  for  a  year  will, 
I  think,  be  2,334,000/.,  speaking,  as  I 
said  before,  from  estimate  only  with  respect 
to  the  last  quarter,  but  giving  the  best 
estimate  I  can  form  of  the  probable  amount 
of  the  deficiency  for  the  present  year.  The 
deficiency,  therefore,  for  the  current  year 
we  may  assume  to  be  about  2,350,000/.  I 
now  proceed  to  estimate  the  income  for 
this  year,  which  will  end  on  the  5th  of 
April,  1843.  I  Uke  the  Customs  for  the 
eosaing  year  at  22,500,000/.  The  Ex- 
cise, on  account  of  the  unjfavourable  season 
for  malting,  I  am  afraid  we  cannot  take  at 
a  higher  sum  than  13,450,000/.  Sup- 
posing there  is  a  favourable  harvest,  that 
will  have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  Ex- 
cise revenue,  but  it  has  also  a  tendency  to 
diminbh  the  amount  of  the  revenue  you 
derive  from  the  importation  of  foreign 
corn.  With  an  onfavourable  harvest,  if 
your  Excise  is  diminished  in  amount,  then 
Ibere  will  be  iobm  compeosation  to  be 


expected  from  the  import  duty  on  foreign 
corn.  I  will  take  the  Customs,  then, 
for  the  year  ending  April  5,  1843,  at 
22,500,000/.;  the  Excise  at  13,450,000/.; 
the  Sumps  at  7,100,000/. ;  from  the 
Taxes  I  expect  to  obuin  4,400,000/. ;  the 
Post-ofiice,  1  think,  may  probably  yield 
500,000/.;  the  produce  of  the  Crown 
lands  1  Uke  at  150,000/.,  and  the  other 
miscellaneous  itemsof  revenue  at  260,000/.9 
making  a  toul  of  estimated  revenue  for 
the  year  ending  the  5th  of  April,  1843,  of 
48,350,000/.  The  expenditure,  now  that 
the  House  has  sanctioned  the  votes  for  the 
army  and  navy,  can  be  estimated  with 
greater  accuracy.  ,  The  interest  on  the 
debt  will  be  24,627,000/. ;  terminable  an- 
nuities, 4,076,000/. ;  the  interest  on  Ex- 
chequer-bills, 722,000/.,  making  the  whole 
charge  on  account  of  debt,  29,427,000/. 
The  other  charges  on  the  consolidated 
fund  I  will  take,  including  the  civil  list 
390,000/.,  at  2,368,000/.  The  field  I 
have  to  travel  over  is  so  extensive,  that 
perhaps  it  will  be  better  that  I  should 
omit  mentioning  the  various  items.  The 
total  charges  on  the  consolidated  fund, 
therefore,  will  be  31,795,000/.  The  vote 
for  the  army,  if  ultimately  sanctioned  by 
the  House,  will  be  6,617,000/.;  that  for 
the  navy  will  be  6,739,000/. ;  that  for  the 
Ordnance,  2,084,000/. ;  the  miscellaneous 
charges  on  the  annual  granU  by  Parlia- 
ment will  be  2,800,000/. ;  the  vote  on  ac- 
count of  Canada,  which  is  to  be  expended 
on  the  clothing  of  the  volunteers,  will  be 
108,000/.  I  think  it  was  understood  that, 
when  that  charge  should  cease,  a  corre- 
sponding sum  should  be  expended  on 
fortifications.  I  therefore  Uke  it  at 
108,000/.  I  will  take  the  charge  for  the 
expedition  to  China,  upon  the  whole,  at 
675,000/.  for  the  present  year.  That  vote 
consists  of  two  parts,  which  I  will  state  to 
the  House.  175,000/.  will  be  required  to 
defray  the  arrears  of  expenditure  for  the 
current  year,  and  a  sum  of  600,000/.  to 
meet  the  charge  which  it  will  be  necessary 
to  provide  for  by  actual  vote  during  the 
year  ending  April  5,  1843.  The  touI 
amount,  therefore,  of  the  estimated  expen- 
diture of  the  country  will  be  50,819,000/. 
The  general  result  then  is,  that  the  ex- 
penditure for  the  year  ending  April  5, 
1843,  will  be  50,819,000/.,  and  the  esti- 
mated income  will  be  48,350,000/.,  making 
a  probable  deficiency  of  2,469,000/.  But 
that  deficiency  is  upon  the  votes  of  the 
year— opoa  toe  expenditare  which  it  will 
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be  neceisary  to  provide  wiihio  the  year. 
To  that  deficiency  ought  to  be  added  the 
actual  charge  which  may  be  incurred  on 
account  of  the  hoitihtiet  carried  on  with 
China.  I  do  not  contemplate  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  provide  within  the  year 
more  than  600,000/.,  but  be  would  form  a 
very  inadequate  estimate  of  the  probable 
cost  of  that  expedition  who  should  think 
that  the  total  expense  will  be  limited  to 
that  sum  of  500,000/.  Sir,  the  expense  of 
our  expedition  to  China  stands  thus  : — 
The  arrears  of  the  sums  ihat  were  due  to 
the  East  India  Company  on  the  30th  ot 
April,  1841,  were  708,000/.  A  grant  was 
made  in  the  Session  of  1840,  of  173,000/. 
That  left  the  arrears  of  former  years  to  be 
provided  in  1 84 1  at5d5,000/.  The  estimate 
of  the  expenditure  to  the  1st  of  April,  1 842, 
was  658,000/.,  roakin^;  the  total  charge  of 
April,  1842,  1,192,000/.  There  have  been 
applied  to  that  charge  the  grant  of  Par- 
liament which  was  made  for  the  Session  of 
1841,  and  which  amounted  to  400,000/. ; 
and  there  has  also  been  applied  in  India 
money  derived  from  the  ransom  paid  for 
Canton  to  the  amount  of  618,000/.  I 
have,  therefore,  to  set  off  for  the  whole  of 
1841,  against  the  charge  of  1,19*2,000/., 
actual  payments  to  the  amount  of 
1,018,000/.,  leaving  the  arrears  to  be  pro- 
vided for  at  present  175,000/.  Looking  to 
the  extent  of  the  preparations  which  have 
been  made  for  the  continuance,  and,  I 
trust,  the  completioui  of  the  hostilities 
with  China,  I  clo  not  think  1  can  safely 
estimate  the  cost  for  the  year  ending  the 
/•th  of  April,  1843,  at  much  leu  than 
1,400,000/.  or  1,.>00,000/.,  for  500,000/. 
of  which  we  make  provision  in  the  present 
year.  But  let  us  take  the  whole  cokt  at 
1,300,000/..  that  is  the  lowest  sum  we  can 
fairly  take,  there  will  then  be  a  deBciency, 
some  time  or  other  to  be  pruvided  fur,  of 
not  less  thun  800,000/.  Tlivreibre,  to  my 
estimated  deficiency  of  '2.470,0tK)/.,  in  the 
sum  to  be  proviflcd  for  the  general  service 
uf  the  year,  you  must  add  the  probable 
dcmaiidk  which  mav  be  made  upon  you  to 
Ihe  extent  of  7oO,iMJU/.  or  K0(i,00a/.  In 
addition  to  this,  there  may  be  demandu 
fur  Australia  and  oilier  colonies,  that  m.iv 
pOAMbly  amount  to  the  kum  of  100,000/. 
I  do  nut  take  into  account  the  charge 
which  will  probably  be  necesiary  on  ac- 
count of  Canada-- It  i»  nut  a  charge 
eS4cily.  but  I  think  there  was  an  cnf(a^e- 
nieiit  that  we  should  give  the  aid  of  our 
cradit  to  Canada  for  a  loan  of  1,500,00U/. 


But  that,  I  apprehend,  is  altogether  iade* 
pendent  of  actual  charge ;  and  I  think 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  we  ahoald 
not  be  disinclined  to  support  the  credit  of 
Canada  by  that  of  this  House.  At  the 
same  time  it  is  right,  that  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  our  engagements  should  be  placed 
fairly  before  the  country.  In  addition  to 
all  this,  those  events  of  which  we  have  had 
recent  cognizance,  as  having  occurred  in 
Afighanistan,  may,  and  so  far  as  I  ca« 
form  a  judgment,  will  impose  upon  her 
Majesty's  (fovernment  the  necessity  of 
calling  on  Parliament  to  sanction,  per- 
haps, a  considerable  increase  in  the  army 
estimates.  I  think  it  not  fitting  that  «t 
should  come  to  any  hasty  decision  io  the 
absence  of  official  information ;  but  I  have 
already  received  a  decisive  proof  that  the 
Members  of  this  House,  the  representa- 
tives of  a  great  people,  will  be  detenniDcd 
to  make  every  effort  which  may  be  necea- 
sary  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  occa- 
sional or  partial  disasters,  and  vindieatiog 
the  authority  of  her  Majesty's  name  in 
India.  Bear  in  mind,  then,  that  Io  my 
estimate  of  the  actual  deficiency  ol 
2,470,000/.  for  the  general  service  of  the 
year,  and  of  the  deticiency  which  must  at 
some  time  or  other  be  provided  for  on  ac« 
count  of  the  expenditure  io  China,  yoo 
must  add  the  probable  demand  I  may 
have  to  make  for  the  increase  of  the  miln 
lary  or  naval  establishments  of  this  cooo- 
try,  having  regard  to  the  poaitioo  of  af- 
fairs in  the  Kast.  Sir,  for  the  purpose  of 
brill i;ing  before  the  House  a  full  and  com- 
plete view  of  our  6nancial  poaitioo,  aa  1 
promised  to  do,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  doty  to 
refer  to  a  subject  which  has  of  late  occu- 
pied little  attention  in  Ihe  House,  but 
which  I  think  mijEhl,  with  advantage  to 
the  public,  have  attracted  more  of  iKeir 
regard'-!  refer  to  the  stale  of  lodiao 
finance,  a  subject  which  formerly  used  Io 
be  thought  not  unworthy  of  the  cooaidera* 
lion  of  this  House.  I  am  quite  awaio 
that  there  may  appear  to  be  no  direct  aod 
immediate  connexion  between  the  fioancea 
of  India  and  those  of  ibis  coonlry,  bol 
that  would  be  a  su|ierficial  view  of  our 
relations  with  India  which  snould  omit 
the  consideiation  of  this  subject.  Depeod 
u|*oii  It,  if  the  credit  of  India  should  be* 
come  disordered,  if  some  great  caeriioa 
should  become  necessary,  then  the  credit 
of  Kngland  must  be  brought  forward  to  iie 
support,  and  the  collateral  and  iodiract 
effect  of  disoidera  io  Indtao  fii 
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Im  f«lt  extentifely  in  ihit  country.  Sir,  I 
«»  sorry  to  tay,  ibai  Indian  finance  offers 
no  consolation  for  the  state  of  finance  in 
this  country.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  ac- 
count of  the  finances  of  India,  which  1 
hate  every  reason  to  beliere  is  a  correct 
one ;  il  is  made  up  one  month  later  than 
our  own  accounts — to  the  5th  of  May. 
Some  question  may  arise  on  the  papers 
presented  to  Parliament  with  respect  to 
the  commercial  assets  of  the  Company, 
but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  this  to 
be  a  true  account  of  the  position  of  Indian 
finances.  It  stales  the  gross  revenue  of 
India,  with  the  charges  on  it;  the  interest 
of  the  debt ;  the  surplus  revenue,  and  the 
charges  paid  on  it  in  England ;  and  there 
are  two  columns  which  contain  the  net 
surplus  and  the  net  deficit.  In  the  year 
ending  May,  1836,  there  was  a  surplus  of 
1,620,000(.  from  the  Indian  revenue.  In 
the  year  ending  the  5ih  of  May,  1837, 
there  was  a  surplus  of  1,100,000/.,  which 
was  reduced  rapidly,  in  the  year  ending 
May,  1838,  to  one  of  620,000/.  In  the 
year  ending  the  5th  of  May,  1839,  the 
surplus  fell  to  29,000/. ;  in  the  year  end- 
ing the  5th  of  May,  1840,  the  balance  of 
the  account  changed,  and  so  far  from 
there  being  any  surplus,  the  deficit  on  the 
Indian  revenue  was  2,414,000/.  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  calculate  the  deficit  for  the 
year  ending  May,  1841,  though  it  de- 
pends at  present  partly  on  estimate,  at 
much  less  than  2,334,000/.  The  House, 
then,  will  bear  in  mind,  that  in  fulfil- 
ment of  the  duty  I  have  undertaken,  I 
present  to  them  the  deficit  in  this  country 
for  the  current  year  to  the  amount  of 
2,350,000/.,  with  a  certain  prospect  of  a 
deficit  for  neit  year  to  the  amount  of  at 
least  2,470,000/.,  independently  of  the 
increase  to  be  expected  on  account  of 
China  and  Afighanistan,  and  that  in 
India,  that  great  portion  of  our  empire,  I 
show  a  deficit  on  the  two  last  years  which 
will  probably  not  be  less  than  4,700,000/. 
Sir,  this  is  the  amount  of  deficiency  we 
have  to  meet  (I  mean,  of  course,  only  the 
part  I  have  stated  affecting  this  country) ; 
how  shall  that  deficiency  be  auppliad? 
We  cannot  escape  the  consideratioQ  of 
that  qneation;  and  it  is  our  duty,  no 
doubt,  before  any  proposition  be  made,  to 
exhaust  in  consideration  the  modes  by 
which  that  deficiency  can  be  supplied. 
Shall  we  persevere  in  the  system  oo  which 
we  have  been  Mting  for  the  last  five 
yotia?    SbaU  wt,  ia  limo  of  peace,  b«?e 


resort  to  the  miserable  expedient  of  con- 
tinued loans  ?  Shall  we  try  issues  of 
Exchequer- bills  ?  Shall  we  resort  to 
saving-banks  7  Shall  we  have  recourae 
to  any  of  those  expedients  which,  call 
them  by  what  name  you  please,  are 
neither  more  nor  Icm  than  a  perma- 
nent addition  to  the  public  debt?  We 
have  a  deficiency  of  nearly  5,000,000/1  in 
two  years ;  is  there  a  prospect  of  reduced 
expenditure.  Without  entering  into  de* 
tails,  but  looking  at  your  extended  empire, 
at  the  demands  thst  are  made  for  the 
protection  of  your  commerce,  and  tbt 
general  state  of  the  world,  and  calling  to 
mind  the  intelligence  that  has  lately 
reached  us,  can  you  anticipate,  for  the 
year  af^er  the  next,  the  possibility,  con- 
sistent with  the  honour  and  safety  of  this 
country,  of  greatly  reducing  the  public 
expenses  ?  I  am  bound  to  say  I  cannot 
calcuUte  upon  that.  Is  this  a  casual 
deficiency  for  which  you  have  to  provide  a 
remedy  ?  Is  it  a  deficiency  for  the  present 
year  on  account  of  extraordinary  circum- 
stances? Is  it  a  deficiency  for  the  last 
two  years  7  Sir,  it  is  not.  This  deficiency 
hss  existed  for  the  last  seven  or  eight 
years.  It  is  not  a  casual  deficiency.  In  the 
year  ending  the  5th  of  April,  1838,  the 
deficiency  was  1,428,000/.  In  the  year 
ending  the  5th  April,  1839,  the  deficiencr 
was  430,000/.  In  1840  it  was  1,457,0001. 
In  1841  the  deficiency  was  1,851,000/.; 
in  1842  1  estimate  the  deficiency  will  be 
2,334,030/.  The  deficiency  in  these  five 
amounts  to  7,502,000/.;  and  to  that 
actual  deficiency  I  must  add  the  estimated 
deficiency  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of 
April,  1843, 2,570,000/.,makiog  an  aggre- 
gate deficiency  in  six  years  of  10,072,0001. 
I  am  sure  I  shall  not  be  blamed  for  adhering 
to  my  resolution,  in  making  a  full  and 
unreserved  disclosure  of  our  financial 
situation.  I  do  it,  as  I  said  before,  because 
I  am  deepW  impressed  with  the  conviction 
that  a  full  knowledge  of  the  truth  is  the 
first  step  to  improvement ;  and  because  I 
have  that  confidence  in  the  resources,  in 
the  energy,  and  the  wisdom  of  Parliament, 
that  I  cannot  consent  to  avail  myself  of 
that  miserable  subterfuge  of  withholding 
any  knowledge  I  may  be  able  to  com- 
municate with  respect  to  the  financial 
difficulties  of  the  country.  Well  then. 
Sir,  with  this  proof  that  it  is  not  with  an 
occasional  or  casual  deficiency  that  we 
have  to  deal,  will  you,  1  ask,  have  reoonne 
to  the  wietcbed  expedient  of  coationed 
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loaii5  ?  Sir,  I  cannot  recommend  such  a  | 
ticp.  It  is  impossible  that  I  could  be  a' 
party  to  a  proceedtnj;  which  I  should 
chink  might,  perhaps,  have  been  justifiable 
at  first,  before  you  knew  exactly  the 
nature  of  your  revenue  and  expenditure; 
but  with  these  facts  before  me  I  should 
think  1  was  disgracing  the  situation  I 
hold  if  1  could  consent  to  such  a  paltry 
expedient  as  this.  I  can  hardly  think 
that  Parliament  will  adopt  a  different 
view.  1  can  hardly  think  that  you,  who 
inherit  the  debt  that  was  contracted  by 
your  predecessors,  when  having  a  revenue 
they  reduced  the  charges  of  the  Post- 
office,  and  inserted  in  the  preamble  of 
the  bill  a  declaration  that  the  reduction  of 
the  revenue  should  be  made  good  by 
increased  taxation,  will  now  refuse  to 
make  it  good.  The  effort  having  been 
made,  but  the  eflbrt  having  fail^,  that 
pledge  is  still  unredeemed.  1  advised  you 
not  to  give  that  pledge  ;  but  if  you  regaid 
the  pled(;es  of  your  predecessors,  it  is  for 
you  now  to  redeem  them.  If,  however, 
you  are  not  bound  by  the  pledges  of  your 
predecessors  you  are  kx)und,  1  apprehend, 
by  the  engagement  which  you  yourselves 
have  contracted.  Almost  the  first  vote 
you  gave  after  the  election  of  the  present 
Parliament  was  the  adoption  of  a  resolu- 
tion  that  it  was  impossible  to  permit  that 
state  of  things  to  continue  which  presented 
constant  deficits  of  revenue.  Parliament 
assured  the  Crown  that  thev  would  with- 
nut  delay  apply  themselves  to  the  consi- 
deration of  finance,  and  would  adopt  some 
measures  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing 
revenue  and  expenditure.  I  apprehend, 
therefore,  that  with  almost  universal  ac- 
quiescence I  may  abandon  the  thought  of 
supplying  the  deficiency  by  the  miserable 
device  of  fresh  loans,  or  an  issue  of  Kiche- 
quer-bill?.  Shall  I  then,  if  I  must  resort 
to  taxation,  levy  that  taxation  upon  the 
articles  uf  consumption,  upon  those  articles 
which  may  appear  to  some  superfluities, 
but  which  are  known  to  constitute  almost 
the  nccfssarus  of  life.  I  canuot  consent 
to  any  pro(M>sal  for  increasinf;  taxation  on 
the  great  articles  of  consumption  by  tht 
labouring  cU^ses  of  society.  I  say,  more- 
over, I  cm  give  you  conclusive  proof  that 
you  have  arrived  at  the  limits  of  taxation 
on  articlis  of  consumption.  I  am  speak- 
in;;  now  of  articles  of  luxury  which  might 
bi*  suppoK-d  not  to  constitute  the  con- 
aumption  of  the  laborioua  clasaes,  and  I 
adviac  you  noc  u>  ttttspt  taxatioo,  mu 


upon  those  articles,  for  jon  will  be  dc- 
featvd  in  your  expectations  of  revenue. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
F.  Bariug),  attempting  to  redeem  the 
pledge  which  had  been  given  by  Parlia* 
roent  to  repair  the  deficieocy  which  was 
caused  by  the  defalcation  of  the  Pott- 
office  revenue,  propoaed  in  1840  that  5 
per  cent,  additional  duty  should  be  Itidoo 
the  articles  of  Cuatoma  and  Excite,  sod 
10  per  cent,  additional  on  the  aaaetted 
taxes.  [iVimse.]  1  am  much  obliged  to 
the  House  for  the  patience  with  which 
they  listen  to  me,  and  feel  torrrto  tnmUe 
them  with  these  deuila,  but  1  do  tbiuk 
them  necessary  parta  of  the  tttteient 
I  have  to  make.  The  net  produce  of 
the  Customs  and  Excise,  in  the  year 
ending  the  6th  January,  1840,  after  de* 
ducting  drawbacka  and  repaymentt,  vat 
37,911,000/.  And  here  I  nouat  obterve, 
that  1  am  now  merely  exhausting  the  diL 
ferent  meant  by  which  men  might  conten* 
plate  the  supplying  of  the  deficiency,  and 
trying  to  show  that  increased  taxalioo 
upon  any  articlet  of  consumption  will  not 
afford  relief.  1  wish  to  carry  jour  judg- 
ment along  with  me.  I  said  that  tlie 
set  produce  of  the  Customs  and  Excite  in 
the  year  ending  the  5th  January,  1840, 
was  37,911,000/.,  and  the  estimated  in- 
crease in  the  Customs  and  Excise  by  tht 
additional  6  |ier  cent,  was  1,895,0001. 
Comparing,  therefore,  the  income  from 
Customs  and  Excise  in  1 840  with  that  in 
I84t— and  I  take  1842  in  preference  to 
1841,  because  you  can  thus  more  fairly 
estimate  the  effect  of  the  increased  duty* 
I  find  while  the  ettimited  produce  of  tlio 
Customs  and  Excise  was  39.807,000/-» 
the  actual  produce  was  only  38,1  l8,000iL, 
the  actual  increase  being,  instead  of 
1,89.3,000/.,  only  306.000/.;  not  6  per 
cent,  increase  in  the  amount  of  revenue, 
but  little  mure  than  one  half  per  ccoC 
realised  in  the  attempt  to  impose  5  per 
cent,  additional  doty.  In  the  depetUMon 
of  trade  there  may,  undoubtedly,  be  car* 
cumstances  sufficient  to  account  ibr  iIm 
expectations  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  not  having  lieen  realised,  but  still, 
making  every  abatement  for  these  cantca 
of  decrease,  1  think  it  impottible  not  to 
admit  that  6  per  cent,  increase  of  doty 
on  articles  of  consumption  would  not 
produce  5  per  cent,  in  net  amount  to  tiM 
revenue.  At  the  same  time  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman's  estimate  with  respect  to  tho 
produce  of  tba  atiasMd  taioa  waa  Mlj 
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realised.     I  know  it  may  be  said  thai  full 
time  has  not  been  given  for  notifying  the 
iotention  to  discontinue  some  articles  par- 
taking of  the  nature  of  assessed  taxes ; 
but,  on  tlie  whole,  1  think  we  may  disre- 
gard that  cireumsunce,  for  although  the 
notice  of  such  discontinuance  may  not 
have  taken  full  effect,  yet  the  inference,  I 
think,  may  be  fairlj  drawn,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  overdraw  his  es- 
timate.  The  net  produce  of  assessed  taxes 
in  1840  was  2,758,000/. ;  the  10  per  cent, 
additional  being  275,000/.,  the  estimated 
produce  was  3,034,000/. ;  but  the  actual 
produce  of  the  assessed  taxes,  including 
the  additional  10  per  cent,  for  the  year 
ending  the  5th  of  January,  1842,  very  far 
exceeded  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  es- 
timate;   for,  instead  of    realising    only 
3,034,000/.,  as  he  calculated,  3,500,000/. 
was  realised.    From  this  perhaps  1  should 
make  an  abatement  on  account  of  the 
survey  of  windows.    That  new  survey  of 
windows  produced  an  increase  in  the  re- 
venue  of   430,000/.;    consequently   the 
increase  in    assessed  taxes  alone  ought 
perhaps  to  be  diminished  to  something 
like  that  amount;  but  still,  if  you  make 
that  abatement,  you  will  find  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  estimate  was  veri- 
fied— there  was  an  increase  in  the  assessed 
taxes  to  the  full  amount  he  calculated, 
the  increase  being  311,000/.,  or  11{  per 
cent,  was  produceid  by  the  nominal  impo« 
sition  of  10  per  cent,  additional  duty.    I 
compare  these  two  results— 1  compare  the 
complete  failure  of  the  taxes  on  consump- 
tion, and  the  complete  justification  of  the 
taxes  upon  something  analogous  to  pro- 
perty.    I  find  in  the  one  case  the  estimate 
was  verified,  I  find  in  the  other  it  was 
disappointed.    These  are  the  results    I 
feel  it  mv  duty  to  bring  before  the  com- 
mittee ;  but  my  immediate  object  was  to 
adduce  a  proof  that  you  had  arrived,  for 
purposes  of  revenue,  at  the  limits  of  tax- 
atbn  upon  articles  of  consumption.   Then 
I  say,  making  abatements  on  account  of 
the  depression  of  trade,  I  do  not  think  any 
man  can  resist  the  conclusion  which  1 
draw,  that  to  lay  10  percent  additional 
on  Customs  and  Excise  will  end  in  no- 
thing but  failure  and  disappointment.    I 
have  now  discarded  the  notions  of  sup- 
plying the  deficiency  bj  incurring  fresh 
debt.    1  have  attempted  to  carry  your 
conviction  with  me^  while  I  have  endea- 
voured to  show  that  I  cannot  look  to  tax- 
atioo  on  trtidct  of  cootomptiou.    Now, 


it  is  possible  to  resort  to  other  expedients. 
Shall  I  revive  old  taxes  that  have  been 
abolished,  or  impose  new  ones  ?     Shall  I 
restore  the  old  postage  duties  7    I  do  leal 
it  to  be  necessary  that  you  should  adhere^ 
not  to  the  contract  you  have  enter  d  into^ 
but  to  observe  the  request  I  made  at  the 
commencement  of  mv  address — that  yon 
should  suspend  your  judgment  until  yon 
have  heard  the  entire  of  my  plan.   I  must 
deal  with  each  of  these  questions  step  by 
step.    What  I  ask  is,  that  you  should  not 
condemn  any  individual  proposition  until 
you  can  judge  of  it  in  relation  to  the 
whole.     Never  doubting  the  social  advan- 
tages of  the  reduction  of  the  dut^  in  pott- 
age, thinking  that  the  duty  as  it  existed 
was  too  high,  and  might  fairly  admit  of 
reconsideration  and  r^uction,  I  did  ne- 
vertheless deprecate,  in  the  then  state  of 
the   finances,  the  reduction  which    took 
place  to  Id.  upon  all  letters.    I  do  believe, 
if  it  were  necessary,  I  could  show  to  yon 
that  from  the  post-oflBce  you  do  not  re- 
ceive one  farthing  of  revenue.     If  you  will 
add  the  charge  of  the  packets  to  the  other 
expenses  of  the  post-oflBce,  the  account 
which  will  be  presented  to  you  will  show 
a  deficit  in  the  revenue  of  the  post-ofifice. 
But  when  1  state  that,  I  do  not  undervalue 
the  importance  of  the  reduction  in  a  mo- 
ral and  social  point  of  view.     1  will  not 
say,  speaking  with  that  caution  with  which 
I  am  sometimes  taunted,  but  which  I  find 
a  great  convenience — 1  will  not  say  that 
the  post-office  ought  not  to  be  a  source  of 
revenue.     I  will  not  say  that  it  may  not 
fairly  become  the  subject  of  discussion; 
but  I  will  say  this,  that  I  do  not  think  the 
recent  measure  has  had  a  complete  and 
full  trial ;  and  I  am  so  sensible  of  the 
many  advantages  which   result  from  it^ 
that  I  cannot  recommend  that  in  the  pre* 
sent  year  we  should  attempt  to  alter  it. 
I  say  again,  notwithstanding  all  the  taunts 
to  which  I  have  been  exposed  during  the 
last  month  in  consequence  of  my  proposal 
in  respect  to  the  Corn-laws,  that  no  man 
can  feel  a  more  intimate  conviction  than 
I  do,  that  whatever  be  your  financial  difii- 
culties  and  necessities,  you  must  so  adapt 
and  adjust  jour  measures  as  not  to  bear 
on  the  comforts  of  the  labouring  classes  of 
society.     My  conviction  further  is,  that  it 
would  not  be  expedient,  with  reference  to 
the  narrow  interests  of  property,  that  that 
should  be  done.    Well  then.  Sir,  I  musti 
with  my  sense  of  public  duty,  abandon  the 
hope  of  retliaing  in  tba  present  year  tn  j 
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refenoe  from  the  pott- office.  Shall  I  re- 
vive the  taxes  which  were  laid  upon  great 
articU't  of  coiitumption,  and  which  were 
very  productive  ?  Shall  1  revive  the  taxes 
upon  salt,  upon  leathrr.  and  upon  beer  ? 
With  respect  to  leather,  for  instance,  I  do 
not  know  that  the  reduction  took  place 
with  perfect  wisdom;  I  am  very  much 
afraid  that  the  full  amount  of  the  reduc- 
tion was  not  carried  to  the  account  of  the 
consumer.  I  t>elievc  you  omitted  to  take 
a  step  which  you  ought  to  have  adopted 
concurrently  with  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  leather — namely,  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  the  import  of  foreign  hides.  I  am 
afraid  you  reduced  the  duty  on  leather  in 
favour  of  a  monopoly,  and  without  benefit 
to  the  consumer.  But  the  question  is  not 
now  whether  we  ahall  reduce  an  existing 
duty ;  the  question  is  whether  we  shall 
revive  a  duty  that  has  been  abolished,  and 
on  the  faith  of  the  abolition  of  which  va- 
rious contracts,  numerous  commercial  and 
manufacturing  arrangements,  have  been 
made.  If  I  take  the  case  of  salt,  for  in. 
stance,  I  find  that,  since  the  reduction  of 
duty,  salt  has  been  consumed  in  a  variety 
of  ways,  in  which  its  use  was  never  before 
contemplated.  On  account  of  chymical 
discoveries  and  improvements,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  application  of  science  to 
manufactures,  salt  now  enters  into  a  variety 
of  products.  The  ground  upon  which  the 
abolition  of  the  duty  was  strongly  urg^d 
was,  the  importance  of  facilitating  the 
supply  of  salt  to  the  working  classes ; 
but,  independently  of  their  consumption, 
in  my  opinion  it  would  be  unwise  to 
revive  the  duty  on  this  article,  on  ac- 
count of  its  extensive  use  in  ma- 
nufdClurcs.  There  might  be  a  danger 
of  interfering  with  manufacturing  indus- 
try, which  would  greatly  check  its  pros- 
perity ;  (here  would  be  a  necessary  system 
of  drawback  on  account  of  the  salt  con- 
sumed, which  would  lead  to  opportuniiiea 
of  evasion  and  fraud,  and  increase  the  ne- 
cessity fur  larger  excise  establishments.  1 
don't  think,  I  need  argue,  therefore, 
against  the  revival  of  the  duties  on  salt, 
leather,  or  beer.  Shall  I,  then,  resort  to 
locomotion  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a 
subatilute  ?  Shall  I  increase  the  taxes  on 
railways  ?  I  confess  nothing  but  a  hard 
necessity  would  induce  ne  to  derive  reve- 
nue from  locomotion.  In  the  present  state 
of  this  country,  when  it  is  a  great  object 
to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  labour,  and  to 
enable  those  to  wliom  bbovr  ia  capital  lo 


bring  it  to  the  best  market—seeiog  the 
immense  social  advantages  which  result 
from  the  freedom  of  communication,  not 
perhaps  immediately  visible,  but  still  not 
the  leu  real,  I  should  contemplate  with 
great  reluctance  and  regret,  the  neceatity 
of  increased  taxation  upon  railroads. 
Ag^iRf  ga*  has  been  suggested  as  a  proper 
object  of  taxation.  I  must  say,  I  siraald  be 
also  unwilling  to  add  to  the  taxes  on  gas. 
I  range  the  taxes  on  locomotion  and  the 
taxes  on  gas- lights,  on  the  saoM  catsfory 
with  the  taxes  on  salt — not  that  the  saoie 
principle  is  exactly  applicable  :  but  i  ftcely 
own,  seeing  the  deficiency  I  have  lo  s«p» 
ply,  1  should  be  unwilling  lo  look  for  iw* 
venue  either  from  locomotion  or  gas-lights. 
Shall  I,  then,  look  for  any  portion  of  ihb  de- 
ficiency to  any  of  those  miserable  dribblets 
of  taxation  which  occupy  the  atteotioa  of 
provincial  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  ? 
There  are  those  who  seem  to  have  nothiug 
else  to  do  but  to  suggest  modes  of  tazaiiou 
to  men  in  office,  and  ss  I  tried  to 
rage  the  applications  to  me  for  foreign 
suUhips,  and  had  thought  of  advertis* 
ing  with  reference  to  Downing-sirsel,  I 
had  no  connection  with  the  next  door;  I 
shall  take  this  op(iortunity,  with  rsfereoee 
to  these  subjects  of  favourite  occupalioB 
and  amusement  lo  those  who  in  small 
communities  turn  their  attention  lo  fioau- 
cial  afiairs,  and  who  fancy  they  have  made 
some  discovery  that  pretty  nearly  puts 
them  on  a  level  with  Archimedes ;  wbou 
finding  that  piano-fortes,  urobrellas,  or 
such  articles  are  not  subject  of  taxaiioa, 
they  immediately  suggest  them  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  aceovpaiiicd 
wiih  a  claim  for  a  very  large  per  ceulage 
on  the  ground  of  the  novelty  of  Iboir  dis- 
covery and  the  certain  succeas  of  its  ap- 
plication,— I  shall  take  this  opportaniiy, 
of  discouraging  all  such  suggcstioBS  bj 
auuring  these  volunteer  financiers  that 
men  who  are  spending  eight  or  leu  houis 
a  day  in  consideration  of  Matters  of 
finance  are  at  least  as  likely  to  foraa  au 
accurate  judcment  on  such  matteis  as 
those  who  suggest  such  pitiful  proposi- 
tions. There  is  another  souroe,  sHuek 
adopting  this  process  of  exbanstioa,  I 
1  must  not  forget,  which  was  brought  ior- 
ward  and  urged  upon  the  House  by  the 
late  Clovernroent,  and  lo  which  I  fael  it 
my  duty  to  refer.  Shall  I  thea  hope  for 
the  increase  of  revenue  fro«  diniuisbed 
uxatioo  f  Before  I  apply  Mvaalf  to  tkls 
poiuty  let  ne  nmnd  you  of  im  uHmn  of 
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yoar  deficit,  the  amount  of  the  tarn  to  be 
provided  for,  and  the  proof  I  have  offered 
you  that  it  is  not  ao  occasional  or  casual 
deficiency  you  have  to  make  ^od.     No 
one  has  greater  confidence  than  I  have  in 
the  ultimate  tendency  of  redaction  in  tax- 
ation on  the  great  articles  of  consumption, 
if  wisely  managed ;  but  after  giving  to  this 
subject  the  fullest  consideration,  I  have 
come  to  the  complete  conviction  that  it 
w,ould  be  mere  delusion  to  hope  for  sup- 
plying the  deficiency  by  diminished  taxa- 
tion on  articles  of  consumption.     I  hare  a 
firm  confidence  that  such  is  the  buoyancy 
of  the  consumptive  powers  of  this  country, 
that  we   may  hope  ultimately  to  realise 
increased  revenue  from  diminished  taxa- 
tion ;  but  a  long  period  must  elapse  before 
this  end  is  atuined,  and  I  feel  confident 
that  the  adoption  of  any  plan  like  that 
proposed  by  the  late  Government,  or  the 
adoption  of  any  other  plan  for  raising 
revenue  by  means  of  diminished  taxation, 
would  not  afford  any  immedhite  relief,  or 
provide  any  resources  on  which  we  might 
rely  for  supplying  the  deficiency  of  the 
revenue.    I  have  looked  with  considerable 
attention  to  the  effect  produced  by  a  re- 
duction of  taxation  upon  articles  of  con- 
siderable consumption,  and  I  do  perceive 
that  in  many  cases  thst  elasticity  which 
gives,  after  the  lapse  of  time,  increased 
revenue,  but  in  almost  every  instanee — in 
all,  I  believe,  without  exception,  the  space 
of  time  which  elapses,  after  reduction  of 
taxation,  before  the  same  amount  of  re- 
venue is  realisedi  is  very  considerable. 
Let  us  take  the  case  of  wine.    In  1825, 
the    revenue    derived    from    wine    was 
2,163,000/.    The  duty  was  reduced  from 
9s.  1  |d.  to  4s.  2^.  the  gallon  ;  and  in  the 
next  year  after  the  reduction  of  the  duty 
there  was  a  falling-off'  of  the  duty  from 
2,100,000/.  to  1,400,000/.    In  the  next 
^ear,  the  duty  amounted  to  1,600,000/. ; 
in  the  aubeequenl  years  to   1,700,000/., 
1,400,000/.,  1,500,000/.,  and  the  duty 
kaa  never  since  realised  its  fbraser  amount. 
Upon  tobacco,  the  duty  was  reduced  from 
4s.  per  lb.  to  3s.  per  lb.     Previous  to  the 
reduction  of  the  duty,  the  revenue  derived 
from  tobacoo  amounted  to  3,378,000/. ;  and 
immediately  after  the  reduction,  there  was 
a  falling  off.    It  isU  from  3,300,000/.  to 
2,600,000/.,  then  it  rose  to  9,800,000/., 
and    in    the    following   years    realised 
2,700,000/.,  2,800,0001.,  2,900,000/.,  and 
agam,  2,900,000/. ;  but  the  duty  on  to- 
bacco baa  Mvet  fccofcicd  ha  foraier 


amount.  The  case  generally  relied  on 
as  showing  the  advantage  of  a  reduction 
of  duty  on  articles  of  consumption,  is  that 
of  coffee.  The  duty  on  coffee  was  dimin- 
ished from  Is.  per  lb.  to  6d.  per  lb.  This 
was  in  1824,  when  the  revenue  received 
from  coffee  amounted  to  420,000/,  In  the 
next  year  after  the  reduction  the  amount 
of  duty  fell  to  336,000/.,  then  to  899,000/., 
and  in  the  third  year  the  duty  recovered 
itself,  and  has  gone  on  advancing  Still, 
even  in  this  instance  of  coffee,  which  is  by 
far  the  most  favourable  case,  a  period  of 
three  years  elapsed  before  the  full  amount 
of  duty  was  realised.  The  duty  on  hemp 
was  reduced  from  9s.  2d.  per  cwt.  to  4s.  8d. 
At  the  time  of  the  reduction,  the  reve- 
nue derived  from  hemp  was  236,000/., 
and  since  then  hemp  has  never  yet  paid 
but  half  that  amount  of  duty.  In  the  case 
of  rum,  there  was  an  increase  of  revenue 
after  the  reduction  of  duty  from  12s.  7<f. 
per  gallon  to  8s.  6d.  The  duty  on  sugar 
was  reduced  from  27s.  per  cwt.  to  24s. 
At  the  time  of  the  reduction,  the  reve- 
nue derived  from  sugar  amounted  to 
4,896,000/. ;  it  then  fell  to  4,600,000/.,  to 
4,300,000/.,  and  then  rose  to  4,500,000/., 
and  it  has  never  since  paid  the  same 
amount  of  duty.  I  do  not  think  I  need 
go  through  the  whole  of  the  articles  in  de« 
tail  in  which  a  reduction  of  duty  has  taken 
place.  In  addition  to  tobacco,  hemp, 
sugar,  and  the  articles  I  have  men- 
tioned, the  duty  was  also  reduced  on 
glass,  beer,  soap,  paper,  on  newspapers 
and  advertisements;  but  I  think,  I  need 
not  refer  to  all  these  articles  in  detail.  In 
many  of  these  cases,  there  has  been  no 
considerable  reduction  of  the  amount  of 
duty,  but,  with  the  exception  of  coffee, 
which  realised  the  full  amount  of  duty  in 
the  third  year  after  the  reduction,  and 
mm,  there  is  not  a  single  article  the  duty 
on  which  has  recovered  itself  within  a 
period  of  five  or  six  years  after  a  consider- 
able reduction.  Therefore,  on  this  ground, 
I  am  led  to  believe,  that  with  respect  to 
the  present  deficiency  of  the  revenue, 
which  it  is  necessary  to  supply,  you  can- 
not look  to  that  supply  from  a  mere  re- 
ductk>n  of  duty  upon  articles  of  consump- 
tion ;  and  if  yon  resort  to  that  as  the  only 
means  of  supplying  the  deficiency,  yoa 
must  make  up  yoor  mind  to  continue  tho 
system,  which  1  thought  you  were  ready 
to  abjure,  of  having  recoarae  to  loaos  and 
those  other  devicea  I  have  befbre  alluded 
10|  for  the  ptupoaa  of  BHiUog  up  the  defi* 
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ciency.  I  trust  that  I  have — I  will  not 
say,  confinced  you  that  none  of  those 
measures  ought  to  be  adopted,  but  that, 
at  any  rate,  I  have  clearly  explained  the 
grounds  on  which  I  cannot  be  a  party  to 
their  adoption.  I  will  now  state  what  is 
the  measure  which  I  propose,  under  a 
sense  of  public  duty,  and  a  deep  convic- 
tion that  it  is  necessary  for  the  public  in- 
terest ;  and  impressed  at  the  same  time, 
with  an  equal  conviction  that  the  present 
sacrifices  which  I  call  on  you  to  make 
will  be  amply  compensated  ultimately  in 
a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  and  much  more 
than  compensated  by  the  eflect  they  will 
have  in  maintaining  public  credit,  and  the 
ancient  character  of  this  country.  Instead 
of  looking  to  taxation  on  consumption, — 
instead  of  reviving  the  taxes  on  salt  or  on 
sugar, — it  is  my  duty  to  make  an  earnest 
appeal  to  the  possessors  of  property,  for 
the  purpose  of  repairing  this  mighty  evil. 
I  propose,  for  a  time  at  least,  (and  1  never 
had  occasion  to  make  a  proposition  with  a 
more  thorough  conviction  of  its  being  one 
which  the  public  interest  of  the  country 
required)— I  propose,  that  for  a  time  to  be 
limited,  the  income  of  this  country  should 
be  called  on  to  contribute  a  certain  sum 
for  the  purpose  of  remedying  this  mighty 
and  growing  evil.  I  propose,  that  the  in- 
come of  this  country  should  bear  a  charge 
not  exceeding  ?</.  in  the  pound ;  which 
will  not  amount  to  3  per  cent,  but  speak- 
ing accurately,  •/.  I  St,  4d.  per  cent ;  for 
the  purpose  of  not  only  supplying  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  revenue,  but  of  enabling 
me  with  confidence  and  satisfaction  to 
propose  gruat  commercial  reforms,  which 
will  aflurd  a  hope  of  revivnig  commerce, 
and  such  an  improvement  in  the  manufac- 
turing interests  as  will  re-act  on  every 
other  interest  in  the  country ;  and,  by 
diminishing  the  prices  of  the  articles  of 
consumption,  and  the  con  of  living,  will, 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  compensate 
you  for  your  present  sacrifices;  whilst  you 
will  be,  at  the  same  time,  relieved  from 
the  contemplation  of  a  great  public  evil. 

I  interruption,  and  cnes  of  '•  Order!'*] 
hope  hon.  Gentlemen  will  allow  me  to 
make  the  statement  I  have  yet  to  lay  be. 
fore  the  House  uninterruptedly.  In  17i>8, 
when  the  prospects  of  tnis  country  were 
gloomy,  the  Minister  had  the  courage  to 
propose,  and  the  people  had  the  fortitude 
to  adopt,  an  income-tax  of  10  per  cent. 
The  income-tax  continued  to  the  close  of 
the  war  in  1802;  and  io  1803«  afur  ibe 


rupture  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  a  daty  of 
5  per  cent  was  placed  upon  property.  It 
was  raised  in  1805  to  G]  per  ccnt^  and 
in  1806  again  to  10  per  cent;  and  io  It 
continued  to  the  end  of  the  war.  I  pro- 
pose that  the  duty  to  be  laid  on  property 
shall  not  exceed  3  per  cent,  or,  as  I  aaid 
before,  exactly  2/.  18s.  4d,,  being  7^  is 
the  pound.  Under  the  former  tax,  all 
incomes  below  60/.  were  exempt  from 
taxation,  and  on  incomes  between  60/. 
and  150/.,  the  tax  was  on  a  reduced  rate. 
I  shall  propose,  that  from  the  inoome-tax 
I  now  recommend  all  incomes  under  1501. 
shall  be  exempt.  Under  the  former  incoos^ 
tax,  the  amount  at  which  the  occuptinf 
tenants  were  charged,  was  estimated  at 
three-fourths  of  the  rent.  It  is  admittadt 
I  believe,  that  to  calculate  the  proSts  of 
the  tenants  at  the  three-fourths  of  the 
rent,  was  too  high  an  estimate.  I  pro- 
pose,  therefore,  that  io  respect  of  the 
occupying  tenant,  the  occupatioo  of  land 
shall  be  charged  at  one-half,  instead  of 
three-fourths  of  the  rent.  I  beiieva  this 
to  be  a  perfectly  fair  reduction,  and  it  was 
contemplated  in  1816,  when  Lord  Bailey 
proposed  the  renewal  of  the  iacooM-taz* 
1  believe  it  to  be  a  perfectly  fair  radoctioOa 
inasmuch  as  rents  have  increased  in  refer- 
ence to  the  value  of  land  in  a  proportion  to 
justify  it.  1  propose,  for  I  see  no  gionnd 
for  exemption,  that  all  funded  property, 
whether  held  by  natives  of  this  conntry 
or  foreigners,  should  be  subject  to  the 
same  charge  as  unfunded  property.  This 
is  the  nature  of  the  proposition  which  it  it 
my  intention,  with  the  full  and  unanimoos 
concurrence  of  my  Colleagues,  and  with 
the  deepest  conviction  on  our  parts  that  it 
wise  and  necessary,  to  submit  to  tha 
House.  Of  course,  the  House  will  call 
on  me  for  some  estimate:  the  beat  I  can 
form  of  the  probable  produce  of  this  tax. 
I  am  sure  that  every  Gentleman  will 
admit  that  the  means  of  forming  an  cali« 
mate  are  imperfect,  but  I  will  give  tha 
best  I  can  make,  and  state  aa  cleariv  as  I 
can  the  grounds  on  which  it  is  based,  in 
1814,  which  is  the  last  year  in  respect  to 
which  we  have  returns,  the  income  in 
Great  Britain,  assessed  to  the  property-tax, 
was  170,000,000/.  The  property  on  which 
the  income-tax  was  aasessed,  was  com- 
prised in  ^ve  different  divisions  or  sche- 
dules. The  schedule  distinguished  hy  the 
letter  A  contsined  the  propertv  which  waa 
derived  from  land.    It  wu  ditidad  into 

three  clasaes;— the  lent of  land,  the iwt 
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of  houtety  and  the  rent  deri? ed  from  tithes, 
Quarries,  mioes,  caoils,  and  other  similar 
descriptions  of  property.    The  property 
classed  under  the  rent  of  land,  in  respect 
of  which  a  duty  was  imposed,  amounted 
to    39,400,000/.      The    rent    of   houses 
equalled  16,2G0,000/, ;   the  profits  from 
tithes,  dec,  4,470,000/. ;  making  a  toUl 
Talue  of  the  property  deriYable  from  lands 
of  60,130,000/.     Schedule   B  contained 
the  rent  of  land  in  respect  of  occupation 
by  occupying  tenants ;  and  the  amount  of 
income  on  which  the  duty  was  imposed 
e<^oalled  38,396,000/.     Schedule  C  con- 
tained   the    income  from    public    funds 
and     similar    securities,    amounting     to 
30,000,000/.    Schedule  D  contained  the 
profits  of  trades  and  professions,  amount- 
ing to  38,310,000/.;  and  schedule  £  the 
income  of  public  officers,  amounting  to 
11,744,000/.     Now,   I   will  in  the  first 
place  deal  with  schedule  A.    As  I  said 
before,  the  rent  of  land  is  there  stated  at 
39,400,000/.     Now,  I  cannot  doubt  that 
the  return  of  peace  and  the  cessation  of 
war  prices  must  hafe  had  a  considerable 
effect  in  reducing  the  rental  of  land  ;  and, 
taking  into  consideration  the  effect  of  the 
restoration  of  the  currency,  the  rental  of 
land  may  probably  at  first  have  fallen  far 
below  that  amount ;  but  still,  when  I  look 
at  the  improvement  which  agriculture  has 
received  from  mechanism,  and  the  effect 
of  the  application  of  science  to  land,  I 
cannot  but  entertain  a  conviction  that  the 
present  rental  of  land  must  be  equal  to 
the  rental  in  the  year  1814.     I  will,  there* 
fore,  assume  that  the  rental  of  land  is  at 
present  equal  to  what  it  was  in  1814 ;  and 
put  it  down  at  39,400,000/.    The  rent  of 
houses  in  1814,  equalled  16,260,000/.     I 
presume  1  am  acting  in  accordance  with 
the  general  opinion  of  this  House  in  enter- 
ing into  these  details.     In  1814  the  num- 
ber of  houses  was  2/23 1,000. ;  in  the  pre- 
sent year  the  number  has  increased  to 
3,460,000.     If  the   increase  of  rent  be 
proportioned  to  the  increased  number  of 
houses,  I  shall  be  justified  in  estimating 
the  amount  of  income  derived  from  the 
renUl  of  houses  at  25,000,000/.     There  is 
another  principle  on  which  I  can  form  my 
calculation.     I  can  take  a  proportion  of 
rental  which  was  valued  to  the  house-tax, 
and  compare  it  with  the  valuation  for  the 
purpose  of  the  property-tax  in  1814,  and 
I  find  very  nearly  the  tame  result.     A  cal- 
culation founded  on  the  relatbo  which 
the  charge  to  the  hoiiae*tax  bore  to  the 


charge  to^  the  property-tax  will  give  a 
present  income  of  25,000,000/.  Forming 
an  estimate,  therefore,  in  either  way,  I 
calculate  the  present  rental  of  houses  at 
25,000,000/.  With  respect  to  tithe,  little 
doubt  comparatively  exists.  As  far  as  I 
can  learn,  from  the  information  of  the 
tithe  commissioners,  the  amount  of  tithe 
is  3,500,000/.  I  find  that  the  dividends, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  the 
fact,  of  railway  companies,  canals,  and 
other  property  of  a  similar  nature,  amount 
to  3,429,000/.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
annual  profits  derived  from  mines  and 
iron-works  are  more  than  1,600,000/. 
Adding  these  three  last  mentioned  sums 
together,  the  result  is  a  total  of  8,400,000/. 
I  will  now  recapitulate  the  estimate  of 
property  in  schedule  A.  I  calculate  the 
rent  derivable  from  land  at  39,400,000/., 
the  rent  of  houses  at  25,000,000/.,  tithe, 
railway  shares,  and  mines,  and  other  pro- 
perty of  the  same  description, at  8,400,000/., 
which  gives  a  total  income  in  respect  to 
which  a  tax  is  proposed  to  be  imposed 
(subject  to  a  limitation  I  shall  presently 
mention)  of  72,800,000/.  I  propose,  how. 
ever,  that  all  incomes  under  150/.  shall  be 
exempted  from  the  tax.  This  is  an  im 
mense  deduction,  being  not  less  than  one 
fourth  of  the  total  of  the  accessible  pro* 
perty.  Deducting  that  one-fourth,  tb« 
produce  of  the  tax  on  the  species  of  pro- 
perty included  in  schedule  A  will  be 
1,600,000/.  Schedule  B  is  the  rent  of 
lands  in  respect  of  occupancy.  The  sum 
assessed  in  1814  was  38,396,000/.,  but  la 
that  year  the  value  of  tenants*  occupancy 
was  assumed  to  be  three-fourths  of  the 
rent  j  whereas  I  take  it  at  one-half  of  the 
rent.  I  assume,  then,  the  rent  of  land 
which  I  can  touch  by  my  assessment, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  be  reduced  to 
26,000,000/.,  on  account  of  that  reductioQ 
from  three-fourths  to  one-half.  Then  I 
must  apply  another  exemption,  namely, 
all  tenants  who  derive  profits  less  than 
150/.  a  year.  On  that  account  I  must 
make  a  further  reduction  ;  so  that,  upon 
the  whole,  I  cannot  calculate  upon  a 
greater  amount  of  duty  than  150,000/. 
from  occupying  tenants.  The  effect  of 
this  will  be,  as  I  calculate  the  profits  at 
one* half,  that  a  tenant  who  pays  a  rent  of 
less  than  300/.  a  year  will  be  exempt  from 
this  tax,  unless  indeed  he  has  other  sources 
of  income.  I  now  come  to  schedule  C. 
Schedule  C  comprises  income  from  public 
funds  and  securities.  The  capital  assessed 


443      Fmaneiml  Siatimini^       {COMMONS} 


Wdyi  and  Mmf .         444 


uoder  this  heid  in  1814  was  30,000,000/. 
The  payments  in  the  year  1814  for  divi- 
dend t  and  interest  of  public  funds  and  se- 
curities amounted  to  29,400.000/.  I  think 
there  cannot  be  a  (|uestion  that  I  ou^ht  to 
deduct  the  whole  amount  of  payments  on 
account  of  saving-banks.     I  roust,  thpre- 
fore,  on  that  account,  make  a  deduction 
of  1.000,000/.,  which  will  pve  me  a  nut 
income  assc&Mtble  to  the  property-tax  from 
the  public  funds  of  28,400,000/.    To  that 
I  muit  add   for  the  dividends  on   Dank 
Stock,  India  Stock,  and   Foreign  Stock, 
the  dividends  of  which  are  payable  in  this 
country,  an  amount  of  1,600,000/..  making 
a  total  amount  of  very  nearly  30,000,000/. 
for  the  amount  of  payments  in  the  year 
1 84 1 .    But  again  I  roust  apply  a  deduction 
on  account  of  all  exempted  incomes  of  less 
than  150/.  a  year.     I  deduct  one- fourth 
on  that  account,  and  the  estimated  pro- 
duce of  the  property-tax,   ariiing   from 
public  funds  and  securities,  is  64'),000/. 
Schedule  D,   in    1814,  contains  income 
derived  from  the   pro6ts  of  trades   and 
professions.     Here  it  is  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  form  an  estimate  which  shall  ap- 
proach the  truth.     I  find  that  the  total 
exports  and  imports  in  1814,  compared 
with  the  total  exports  and  imports  in  1 84 1 , 
wen.' in  the  ratio  of  86  to  138.  but  the 
declared  value  of  those  exports  bears  only 
a  ratio  of  45   10  51.     The  quantity  of 
Hrttish   shipping,  however,  emuloyed    in 
commerce  in  the  year  1814  was  1,9^)0,000 
tons,  and  in  1841  it  was  3,'29?,000  tons. 
From  this  I  cannot  form  an  estimate  upon 
vrrv  satisfactory  grounds:  but  I  think  that 
the  income  derived  from  trades  and  pro- 
fe^ftjons  III  the  pment  year  cannot  be  far 
short  of  50,000,000/.    Tdeduct  one-fourth 
on  ncrount  of  exempted  income,  and  the 
prmlure  oT  the  tax  upim  the  whole  1  caU 
rulaie  at   1,2-20,000/.     Schedule  E  con- 
tairift  tilt*  income  of  all  piiMic  officers.    In 
IrtI  I    the  income    of   all   public  officers 
nmniinted  to  11,744,001)/.     On   account 
of  the  great  rednriions  in  our  rMablish- 
men's  vkhii'h    have   taken    place,  a  very 
great  deduct iin  nuHt  t>e  made  from  the 
income  of  puhhc  officers.     I  do  not  think 
it  cou!d  lie  safely  estimated  at  more  than 
7,000,000/.,   instead  of    11.744,000/.     | 
a>;ain  must  deduct  one-fourth  for  exemp- 
tion ;  that  leaves  as  assesiable  a  sum  of 
5.2'iO.OOO/ ,  and  the  pro<luce  of  the  tai 
1.''i'>,0no/.     1  will   recapitulate  the  total 
estimated  amount  of  iluty  fruin  the  appli- 
cation of  a  tax  which  I  will  take  at  3  per 


cent,,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  sab- 
ject  clear.     Under 


Sdiedula  A  I  calculate 
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.  1,600,000 
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150.000 
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•      646,000 
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* 

■ 

.  Mto,ouo 

Schtdule  £ 

• 

. 

155,000 

Making  the  total  aggregate  esti- 

roatvd  receipts  .    £3,771,000 

1  will  now  state  what  are  the  views  of 
her  Majesty's  Guyetnment  with  resuect  to 
the  duration  of  this  duty,  if  it  shall  meet 
with  the  sanction  of  the  House.  I  trast 
that  Parliament  will  confirm  the  duration 
I  am  about  to  propose ;  and  I  trust  that 
Parliament  would  not  be  unwilling,  in  case 
of  necessity,  to  continue  the  duration  of 
this  tax  for  a  period  of  five  yean.  '  But 
still  there  may  bo,  as  there  have  been  be- 
fore, and  of  which  1  do  not  despair,  those 
revivals  of  commercial  prosperity,  roupird 
with  the  measures  which  I  an  about  to 
propose,  that  may  make  Parliament  natu- 
rally anxious  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
reconsidering  the  subject  at  an  earlier 
period  than  that  which  1  name ;  thej  may 
wish  to  have  the  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing  the  operation  of  this  Ui  at  an  aarlier 
period  than  five  years;  and  altboagk  I 
roust  contemplate  the  possibility,  for  pub- 
lic interests,  of  that  duration,  anid  altboufh 
1  trust  that,  in  case  the  experiuwDt  should 
not  be  complete.  Parliament  would  DOl 
hesiute  to  prolong  it,  yet  I  think,  upon 
the  whole,  it  is  only  just,  in  the  first  id* 
stance,  to  limit  the  experiment  to  a  period 
of  three  years,  in  order  to  give  Parliament 
an  opportunity  of  continuing  it  at  the  end 
of  that  time,  if  necessary.  I  proposo  thai 
it  shall  commence  so  that  the  lOlh  of 
October  next  shall  be  the  first  half  year. 
I  come  now  to  consider  a  matter  intimately 
connected  with  this,  ami  of  great  impor- 
tance just  now,  namely,  the  relation  of 
Ireland  to  this  country,  with  referaoco  to 
this  finance.  In  my  opinion,  if  war  should 
arise — I  speak,  of  course,  of  some  great 
European  contest,  calling  upon  this  coun- 
try to  put  forth  all  its  energies— 1  will  not 
hesitate  to  express  my  opinion,  that  in 
such  a  case  Ireland  ought  to  contribute, 
and  I  believe  she  would  be  desirous  to 
contribute,  her  full  share  of  the  national 
expenditure,  but  when  I  am  proposing 
a  tax  limited  in  duration  in  the  first  in- 
stance to  a  period  of  three  years,  and 
when  the  amount  of  that  tax  doai  not 
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cscted  3  per  cent.,  1  mutt,  of  eourteyCoo- 
•ider,  with  reference  to  pablic  interettt, 
whether  it  be  desirable  to  apply  that  tax 
to  Ireland.  I  mutt  bear  in  mind  that  it 
is  a  tax  to  which  Ireland  was  not  subject 
during  the  period  of  the  war ;  that  it  is  a 
tax  for  the  levy  of  which  no  machinery 
exists  in  Ireland.  One  advantage  of  the 
tax  here  it,  that  I  can  raise  the  amount  at 
leu  charge  than  any  other  kind  of  tax. 
The  machinery  is  complete ;  but  Ireland 
has  no  assessed  taxes;  the  machinery 
there  is  wanting,  and  I  should  have  to 
devise  new  machinery  for  a  country  to 
which  the  tax  has  never  been  applied ; 
and  although  I  claim  for  Parliament  the 
entire  right  to  apply  to  Ireland  this  tax, 
if  such  necessities  as  we  have  seen  should 
require  it,  yet  in  the  state  of  society  in 
Ireland  there  is  something  peculiar,  which 
makes  the  devising  of  machinery  for  its 
collection  matter  of  grave  consideration. 
At  the  same  time,  as  no  part  of  the  empire 
will  be  more  bene6tted  by  the  reductions 
which  I  am  about  to  propose  than  Ireland, 
and  as  Ireland  is  united  with  this  country, 
I  think  Ireland  oueht  to  bear  a  fair  pro* 
portion  of  the  public  charges,  and  of  that 
increased  revenue  which  I  am  about  to 
raise.  If  I  find  the  means  of  raising  from 
Ireland  any  thing  which  might  be  con- 
sidered of  about  an  equivalent  amount  to 
that  which  she  would  contribute  under  an 
Income-tax,  1  should  not  be  reluctant  to 
raise  that  amount  by  other  means.  I 
think  1  can  seggest  two  modes.  [Sligkt 
imterrupiion,]  i  have  a  very  extensive 
theme  to  travel  over,  but  I  will  not  detain 
the  House  long,  if  yog  will  favour  me 
with  as  little  interruption  as  possible.  I 
can,  I  think,  raise  an  amount  very  nearly 
equivalent  to  that,  or  perhaps  quite,  which 
Ireland  would  have  to  contribute  by  an 
Income-tax,  perfectly  consistent  with  the 
terms  of  the  Act  of  Union,  and  without 
imposing  any  serious  burden  upon  that 
country.  I  propose,  in  the  first  place,  to 
levy  a  doty  of  Is.  a  gallon  upon  spirits 
manufactured  in  Ireland,  and  I  firmly  be- 
lieve that,  by  this  means,  a  considerable 
revenue  may  be  derived,  not  only  without 
injury  to  the  Irish  distillers,  and  to  Ire- 
land  itself,  but  with  much  positive  advan- 
tage to  them  and  to  the  country.  I  mast 
shortly  call  ihe  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  state  of  the  spirit  duties.  In  England 
the  duty  upon  spirits  is  7s.  \0d,  a  gallon  ; 
in  Scotland  the  duty  is  3$.  Bd. ;  and  in 
Ireland  it  is  2i.  Sd.  a  gallon.    If  it  were 


possible  to  equalise  the  spirit  duties  in  the 
three  countries,  groat  advantage  would 
result  from  it.  It  would  be  of  the  ttasost 
advantage  to  place  all  articles  of  product 
of  the  three  countries^the  three  consti- 
tuent branches  of  this  great  empire^upon 
precisely  the  ssme  footing,  and  do  awaj 
with  all  this  system  of  duty  and  drawback 
on  the  intercourse  of  the  three  countries, 
which  leads  to  great  frauds,  and  operates 
most  prejudicially  ;  and  I  think  1  can  aay 
conclusively,  that  so  far  from  Ireland  de- 
riving any  advantage  from  the  diminished 
rate  of  duty,  it  has  had  a  very  prejudicial 
effect  upon  her  commerce.  As  I  said  before, 
the  duty  on  spirit  in  Ireland  is  2f.  Bd.  a 
gallon,  and  3s.  8d.  in  Scotland.  What  is 
the  consequence?  The  Scotch  distiller 
exports  his  spirits  in  bond,  and  on  landing 
it  in  Ireland  pays  the  Irish  duty  of  2fi  Bd. 
a  gallon;  but  the  Irish  distiller  has  no 
coiresponding  advantage  in  exporting  his 
spirits  to  Scotland  ;  and  he  pays  upon  its 
arrival  there  Is.  duty  on  account  of  the 
increased  duty  in  that  country.  The 
consequence  is»  that  Ireland  receives  a 
large  supply  of  spirits  from  Scotland,  bal 
sends  no  corresponding  supply  of  spirits  to 
Scotland.  I  cannot  give  a  stronger  proof 
of  the  evil  that  arises  from  different  rates 
of  duty  applicable  to  different  parts  of  tlio 
empire.  Again,  Ireland  appears  to  have 
another  nominal  advantage  on  acoonnt  of 
the  drawback  upon  mali^  but  that,  in  fadt 
operates  to  the  prejudice  of  Ireland.  Tbo 
Scotch  distiller  sends  bis  spirits  to  Eng- 
land, but  he  has  no  drawback  on  account 
of  malt,  because  the  English  distiller  has 
none;  but  the  Scotch  distiller,  in  sending 
spirits  to  Ireland,  has  a  drawback  of  Bd., 
because  the  Irish  distiller  ie  entitled  to  a 
corresponding  drawback.  That  again  tells 
injuriouslv  to  the  Irish  distiller;  and  Ire- 
land would  itself  derive  a  positive  advan- 
tage, although  paying  a  higher  duty  than 
at  present,  from  equalising  tlie  duty  upon 
spirits  between  Ireland  ami  Scotland.  Of 
course  it  is  desirable  to  consider  what 
would  be  the  probable  amount  of  duty 
which  I  should  derive  from  this  change  of 
the  doty  on  spirits  in  Ireland.  I  believe 
that  no  one  will  deny  that  spirits  are  a  fit 
subject  for  taxation,  and  that  the  limit  to 
a  tax  on  spirits  is  that  rate  at  which  it  will 
yield  the  greatest  revenue  to  the  Sute. 
At  any  rate,  it  is  no  objection  to  a  duty 
on  spirits  that  it  may  encourage  wit 
consumption  of  other  excisable  articles 
of  a  less  exciting  and  injorious  naturt. 
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The  coniumption  of  spirits  in  Ireland  in 
the  last  year  was  6,500,000  gallons.  It 
increased  very  rapidly  Irom  the  6th  of 
January,  1839,  to  the  olh  of  July,  1841, 
and  with  a  surprising  and  most  laudable 
constancy  the  people  of  that  country,  in 
the  fulfilment  of  the  engagement  they 
have  entered  into,  abstained  from  the  con- 
sumption of  that  article.  I  am  sorry 
however,  to  say,  that  the  force  of  the  teni. 
perance  obligation  appears  to  be  relaxing 
in  that  country.  It  may  have  arisen  from 
some  other  causes ;  but  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  consumption  of  spirits 
from  the  />th  of  July,  1841,  to  the  present 
time.  I  have  enquired  most  minutely 
into  the  probable  effect  which  the  in* 
creased  duty  of  Is.  might  have  in  en- 
couraging that  great  evil— illicit  distilla- 
tion ;  but  from  the  opinion  of  competent 
authorities  upon  this  subject,  whom  I 
have  consulted,  I  think  that  spirits  in  Ire- 
land will  bear  a  corresponding  lise  to  the 
amount  of  duty  on  spirits  in  Scotland 
without  any  risk  of  diminishing  consump- 
tion, or  giving  cncourap;emenl  to  illicit 
distillation.  If  that  be  so,  if  an  additional 
duty  of  li.  a  gallon  be  paid,  taking  the 
annual  consumption  of  spirits  at  what  it 
isnow,  namely,  (),500,000  gallons,  after  de- 
ducting for  some  decrease  in  consumption 
and  for  an  increased  expense  of  su|>er vision, 
I  should  hope  to  realize  from  spirits  in 
Ireland  an  income  of  250,000/.  The 
other  source  from  which  I  contemplate 
deriving  an  additional  income  from 
Ireland  is  making  with  the  tax  on 
spirits  an  equivalent  for  that  which  I 
should  have  hoped  to  derive  fiom  a  pro- 
perty-tax, is  a  source  peifc^ctly  legitimate, 
and  in  its  eticct  will,  to  a  certain  extent, 
fall  upon  property.  I  pro{>ose,  in  respect 
to  the  great  mass  of  articles,  particularly 
with  respect  to  all  those  which  are  con- 
nected with  property,  to  equalize  the 
stamp  duties  in  Irelmid  with  those  in  this 
country.  At  the  pri-smt  time  the  duties 
are  the  same  upon  nL'wspa|>ers,  marine  in- 
surance, |)olicies,  protests,  jnd  fori-ifrn  bills 
of  exchange.  I  pr(i|>osf  not  to  increase 
the  stamp  duties  in  Irt-ljnd  in  all  cases, 
for  I  pro|)ose  no  addition  to  the  rate  of 
duty  u|>on  advertisements,  ur  upon  leases 
just  fallen  in.  In  each  country,  both  in 
(ireat  Brilain  and  Ireland,  I  propose  to 
mdke  some  reduction*  in  the  stamp  duty. 
On  charter  partit-^  in  every  pait  of  the 
Tniled  Kingdom  I  pro|K>4«'  a  rrduction 
from  35s.  to  5s.     1  pro|K>se  also  to  reduce 


the  stamp  duty  oa  bills  of  lading  in  OretC 
Britain  and  Ireland  from  ds.,  the  preaeDt 
amount  to  &/.  But  I  propose  to  raise 
Ireland  lo  the  English  level,  with  respect 
to  those  stamp  duties  which  affect  pro- 
perty, and  to  make  the  contributions  rrom 
Ireland  equivalent  to  a  contribution  from 
a  property-tax.  I  estimate  that  the  eqiii- 
lizaiion  of  stamp  duties  in  Ireland  to  those 
of  England,  with  the  exception  I  have 
mentioned  —  namely,  advertisements, 
which  I  do  not  propose  to  raise,  is  likely 
to  produce  l()0,000^;  add  that  amount 
from  the  stamp  duties  to  the  250,000/. 
from  the  spirit  duties  and  the  increased 
duty  from  Ireland  will  amount  to  410,000/., 
and  I  have  the  most  perfect  conviction 
that  that  is  wiser  and  better,  and  more 
just  under  present  circumstances,  than  to 
devise  new  machinery,  and  impose  a  pro- 
perty-tax in  that  country.  At  the  same 
time,  with  respect  to  absentees  from  Ire- 
land, I  propose  that  they  shall  be  subject 
to  the  Income-tax  as  if  their  estatea  were 
in  Kn{?land.  If  they  find  the  burden 
onerous  they  can  throw  it  off"  by  returning 
to  their  own  country,  and  by  spending 
their  income  on  their  estates,  they  may 
escape  the  levy  I  propose.  But  apeaking 
of  regular  professed  absentees,  living 
and  spending  their  incomes  in  this  coun- 
try, without  any  call  of  public  duty.  I 
think  the  income  they  derive  from  Ire- 
land ought  to  be  subjected  to  the  same 
im(iost  as  incomes  derived  from  England. 
Sir,  there  is  one  other  duty  I  mean  to  pro- 
|x>se.  At  present  there  is  a  duty  im- 
posed by  law  upon  the  export  of  coals  in 
foreign  ships  of  4s.  per  ton.  When  that 
duty  was  imposed,  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
legislature  to  encourage  the  employment 
of  British  vessels,  and  no  duty  was  im- 
posed on  coal  exported  in  British  ahipe. 
Now,  the  ofieratiun  of  the  reciprocity 
treaties,  ai  no  duty  is  levied  on  conis  ex« 
ported  in  British  ships  has  been  to  exempt 
foreif^n  ships  from  the  duty  which  it  waa 
originally  intended  to  levy  on  the  export 
of  coais  Sir,  I  must  say  I  cannot  con- 
ceive any  more  Ir^itimate  object  of  duty 
than  coal  exported  to  foreign  countries. 
I  speak  of  a  reasonable  and  just  duty,  and 
I  say  that  a  tax  levied  on  an  article  pro* 
duced  in  thi*  country — an  element  of 
manufactures^ necessary  to  manufactures 
—contributing;  by  its  export  to  increase  the 
cumpcriiiion  with  our  own  manufactures 
—  1  think  that  a  tax  on  such  an  article  is  a 
perfectly   legitimate   source  of   revtniie. 
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Sir,  it  is  important  to  consider  the 
rapid  increase  in  the  quantity  of  coal  ex- 
ported ;  in  1831  the  quantity  was  356,000 
tons,  the  duty  received  beings  50,000/.; 
in  1833,  the  quantity  was  448,000  tons, 
the  duty  being  64,710/.;  in  1839,  the 
quantity  was  1,192,000  tons;  in  1840, 
1,307,000  tons;  but  the  realised  income, 
instead  of  being,  as  in  1833,  64,000/.,  was 
only  in  1840, 6,900/. !  Now,  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  increase  the  duty.  I  with  not  at 
all  to  prohibit  the  export  of  codls ;  but  I 
propose  that  the  duty  at  6rst  intended  to 
be  leried  on  coals  exported  in  foreign  ships 
should  be  paid,  and  with  this  view  1  pro- 

Kse  that  the  duty  of  4s,  per  ton  shall  be 
ried  on  coal  exported  in  British,  as  well 
as  in  foreign  ships,  thus  removing  the  ex- 
emption which  under  the  reciprocity  sys- 
tem the  foreign  ships  claim,  and  also 
removing  all  grounds  of  complaint.  If 
the  duty  of  4f.  shall  be  paid  on  the  same 
number  of  tons  as  are  now  exported,  I  shall 
then  derive  an  annual  amount  from  this 
source  of  revenue  of  200,000/.,  not  an  in- 
considerable increase  of  revenue,  and  ope- 
rating, as  few  taxes  do,  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  native  industry.  Now,  Sir,  having 
stated  to  the  House  all  the  new  taxes  I 
mean  to  propose,  perhaps  it  may  be  conve- 
nient to  the  House  that  I  should  briefly  re- 
view the  total  amount.  Of  course  I  am  speak- 
ing of  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  April,  1 843 ; 
as  it  is  from  the  5th  of  April,  1842,  that  I 
propose  these  taxes  to  commence  with 
the  exception  of  that  on  spirits,  which  (in 
order  to  avoid  evasion)  I  mast  propose 
for  adoption  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 
Then,  Sir,  calculating  with  respect  to  the 
property-ux  a  receipt  of  3,700,000/. 
(dealing  only,  now,  with  round  numbers) 
—from  the  stamp  duties  equalization 
160,000/.,  from  the  increase  of  spirit 
duties  250,000/.,  and  from  the  duty  on 
the  export  of  coal  200,000/.,  1  make  the 
total  4,310,000/.  as  the  amount  of  annual 
estimated  income  derivable  from  the  new 
imposts  I  propose.  [Mr.  Labouchere 
intimated  across  the  Table  that  Sir  Robert 
Peel  had  omitted  an  item  of  70,000/..  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  assenting, 
stated  the  amount  then  would  be 
4,380,000/.]  Now,  Sir,  I  must  deduct 
from  this  amount  the  estimated  deficiency 
on  actual  votes,  for  which,  of  course,  I 
must  provide — that  I  uke  to  be  2,570,000/. 
leaving  a  surplus  of  1,800,000/.  But 
then  the  House  will  bear  in  mind  that 
deficiency  arises  on  votes  for  the 
VOL.  LXI.    {ESS} 


current  year,  and  that  there  must  be 
added  the  excess  of  expenditure  on  the 
China  expedition,  &c.,  which  I  cannot 
estimate  at  less  than  800,000/.  Whatever 
measures  also  it  will  be  necessary  for  us 
to  adopt  in  respect  to  India  must  be  de* 
ducted  from  the  estimate;  but  for  the 
present,  with  these  reserves,  and  subject 
to  sucl)  additional  deductions,  I  calculate 
on  a  surplus  of  1 ,800,000/.  after  providing 
for  the  excess  of  expenditure  on  actual 
votes.  Having  that  surplus,  then,  Sir,  in 
what  way  shall  we  apply  it  ?  I  propose 
to  apply  it,  namely,  in  a  manner  which  I 
think  will  be  most  conducive  to  the  public 
interests,  and  most  consonant  with  public 
feeling  and  opinion — by  making  great 
improvements  in  the  commercial  tariff  of 
England,  and  in  addition  to  these  im« 
provements  to  abate  the  duties  on  some 
great  articles  of  consumption.  Sir,  I  look 
to  the  tariff,  and  fiud  that  it  comprises 
not  less  than  1,200  articles  subject  to 
various  rates  of  duty.  During  the  inter- 
val which  I  have  b^n  blamed  for  taking 
to  consider  the  subject,  I  can  only  say, 
that  each  individual  item  in  that  tariff  has 
been  subjected  to  the  most  careful  con. 
sideration  of  myself  and  Colleagues.  la 
the  case  of  each  article  we  have  endea* 
voured  to  determine,  as  well  as  we  can 
the  proportion  borne  by  the  duty  to  the 
average  price  of  the  article,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  to  what  extent  it  may  be 
desirable  to  make  reductions  of  the  several 
duties ;  and  the  measure  which  I  shall 
propose  will  contain  a  complete  review, 
on  general  principles,  of  all  the  articles  of 
the  tariff,  with  a  very  great  alteration  of 
many  of  the  duties.  We  have  proceeded. 
Sir,  on  these  principles  (observe,  that  I 
am  speaking  of  general  views ;  there  may 
be  individual  articles  which  should  form 
exceptions,  but  I  wish  a  general  result) ; 
first,  we  desire  to  remove  all  prohibition, 
and  the  relaxation  of  duties  of  a  pro* 
hibitory  character;  next,  we  wish  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  raw  materials  for 
manufactures  to  a  considerable  extent— 
in  some  cases  the  duty  we  propose  being 
merely  nominal,  for  the  purpose  more  of 
statistical  than  revenue  objects;  in  no 
case,  or  scarcely  any,  exceeding,  in  the 
case  of  raw  materials,  5  per  cent.  I  speak 
of  course,  in  a  general  way.  Then  we 
propose  that  the  duties  on  articles  partly 
manufactured  shall  be  materially  reduced, 

I  never  exceeding  12  per  cent.     Again,  I 
say,  I  speak  only  as  to  general  principles, 
Q 
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and  without  reference  to  particular  catet 
that  may  be  excepted ;  while  ai  to  duties 
on  articles  wholly  manufactured  wc  pro- 
pose that  they  shall  iieFcr  exceed  '20  |ier 
cent.  These  arc  the  general  views  of  the 
Government  as  to  the  maximum  duties  lo 
be  imposed,  not  referring  to  certain  com- 
modities which  I  will  mention  subse- 
quently. The  course  we  have  pursued, 
Sir,  is  this  : — We  have  arranged  the  whole 
taritr  undtT  twenty  heads.  Under  the 
first  head,  for  instance,  including;  livf 
animals,  and  provisions  of  all  kinds ; 
under  the  second,  articles  cousidered  as 
spices;  under  the  third,  seeds  ;  under  the 
fourth,  wood  for  furniture;  under  the 
fifih,  ores,  and  other  materials  for  manu- 
factures ;  and  without.  Sir,  gom(;  through 
all  the  immense*  mass  of  detad,  1  propose 
forthwith  to  lay  before  the  Huuse  thi; 
amended  tariif  scheme.  It  is  all  prepared, 
it  is  arranged  as  clearly  as  pouible  under 
the  twenty  different  heads,  chissinL:  as 
nearly  as  practicable  articles  of  a  similar 
nature,  each  schedule  arranged  under 
five  columns — the  first  giving  the  names 
of  the  articles,  the  second  the  present 
rate  of  duty,  the  third  the  amount  of  duty 
actually  received  during  the  year  1840, 
taken  ftom  the  Import  Duties  Committee 
Report,  the  fourth  the  proposed  rate  of 
duty  to  be  levied  on  articles  imported 
from  foreign  countries,  fifthly  the  proposed 
rates  of  duty  on  the  im|>orts  from  Hriiish 
colonial  possessions.  Now,  Sir,  it  appears 
that  I  Ciuld  nut  lav  before  the  lluuse  mv 
project  in  any  clearer  way  than  in  the  one 
1  intend.  To  attempt  to  go  through  all 
the  provision 4  of  my  pi  in,  at  prest'ni, 
would  iiicrcace  my  lal>our  too  much,  and 
too  grtMily  fatigue  the  House.  Ilert*. 
Sir.  is  the  new  tarilF,  arrange<i  under  the 
twenty  different  heads  1  mentionefl ;  and 
on  Monday  morning  all  those  en^a^^t'd  in 
commerce  siid  manufactures  thruughuut 
the  country  will  have  the  op|)oriunity  nf 
aeein;;  what  are  the  duties  which  the  Oo- 
vernmeiil  intend  to  propose.  [The  rit^ht 
lion.  B.irunet  UmI  the  paper  on  the  Table.] 
Now,  Sir,  spe-aking  grnerally,  as  I  Aahl 
before,  I  thiok  that  out  of  the  1/JOO 
article*  in  the  taritf,  it  is  prifpo4r<l  to 
reduce  the  duty  un  7.0O — on  all  thuse 
artiiles  which  enter  into  manufacturi'S  as 
chii  f  cniudiiient  materials.  There  remain 
about  -t'iO  a.tteU-s  uii  which  it  d"^«  not 
up)»ear  necessary  for  the  inteirst*  uf  com- 
merce and  lor  the  intereftls  uf  cuniumers 
tg  make  any  deductiuB  of  duty.     But  on 


750  duties  out  of  1,200  I  do  propoie 
reductions,  some  of  them  most  material. 
Now,  there  are  some  very  importiDt 
articles  on  which  we  do  not  propose  aoy 
reductions  ;  partly  from  considerations  of 
revenue  exclusively ;  partly  on  this  ac* 
count,  thai  wc  found,  on  entering  office, 
there  \^erc  negotiations  |ieoding  with 
many  slates  in  respect  to  proposed  com- 
mercial treaties,  and  we  have  done  all  we 
could  to  continue  those  negotiatioos, 
commencing  also  some  with  other  states. 
We  have  at  this  moment  a  treaty  peodmg, 
commenced  under  the  auspices  of  the 
nuble  l/>rd  opposite,  with  Portugal,  and 
I  firmly  believe,  had  it  not  been  for  reoeoi 
events  disturbing  the  peace  of  that  country, 
this  treaty  would  ere  this  have  been  com- 
pleted. We  have  opened  communicatioAS 
with  Spain  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
commercial  treaty  with  that  country, 
strongly  urging  on  that  country  the  policy 
of  encouraging  international  commerce. 
As  to  this  treaty,  I  can  say  nothing  moce 
at  present  than  that  the  proposition  was 
favourably  received  by  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment. Wc  have,  further,  negotiations 
pending  with  Sardinia  and  with  Napica; 
«e  have  commercial  treatiei  arranging 
with  some  of  the  South  Anserican  staiea ; 
we  have,  moreover,  intimated  to  Pmnon 
our  earnest  desire  to  resume  ncgoliaiioBS 
for  the  completion  of  a  commercial  Irenly. 
founded  on  principles,  as  I  believe,  of 
reciprocal  benefit,  and  having  a  tendency 
to  strengthen  the  ties  of  amity  and  friendly 
feeling  beiwei-n  the  countries.  This  treaty 
whu  h  was  nearly  completed  by  the  noble 
l^rd,  I  must  wish  had  been  carried  into 
elTect  by  hiin.  lielteving  most  sincerely 
that  France  and  KncUnd  would,  momlly 
as  well  as  commercially,  have  derived  thn 
ifreatest  benelil  from  it.  I  know  not 
which  country  would  have  benefited 
m<isr.  There  is  the  opportunity  of  mato- 
riallv  beiielitin^'  the  induOry  and  trade  of 
both  countries  by  the  relaxation  of  praaent 
duties-^  would  the  prtjudices  of  the  Ficorh 
fteople  adniii  of  it,  the  lieoefil  resnltinf 
lo  one  country  would  re-act  heneficinlly 
on  tlie  other,  to  an  eaieot  not  to  be  estt- 
matcd.  I  think  it  however  right,  adhering 
to  strict  truth,  to  add  that  I  can  offer  no 
pr(iii|iect  as  in  the  probable  period  nt 
whieh  this  tri-aty  may  be  ratified,  bnt  with 
my  i-onviciiofi  ol  the  reciprocal  hcnefite 
rrrtaiii  to  re«iilt  from  it.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  public  mind  in  France  wdi 
port  the  Cfovernment  of  thnt 
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carrjring  it  oat.  Now,  while  thete  treaties 
are  pending,  there  are  several  articles, 
wine  and  brandy  for  instance,  which 
woakl  enter  into  discassions  with  these 
states,  and  in  respect  to  the  duties  on 
which,  therefore,  1  shall  humbly  advise 
the  House  not  at  present  to  make  any 
material  relaxation.  I  will  not  now  enter 
upon  the  (|oeslion  as  to  whether  it  bt*  or 
Ue  not  wise  to  make  reductions  of  duty  on 
imports  without  obtaining  an  assurance  of 
corresponding  relaxations  from  the  coun- 
tries benefitted  tiy  our  reduction  of  duty, 
but  I  must  say,  that  when  wc  make  such 
redactions  on  articles  imported,  we  ought 
to  do  oer  utmost  to  procure  from  foreign 
countries  benefitted  thereby  corresponding 
advantages  for  England.  Nor  can  1  deem 
it  wise  to  diminish  the  hope  of  satisfac- 
torily arranging  these  relaxations  with 
foreign  nations  by  rashly  reducing  the 
amount  of  duties  on  articles  which  must 
form  the  bases  of  negotiation.  1  do  not, 
therefore,  propose  any  reduction  in  the 
aiBount  of  duties  on  Iwamly,  wines,  drc, 
though  I  hope  that  they  may  be  reduced 
when  eorresponding  relaxations  are  made 
by  other  oovniriea  benefitted  by  our  redoc- 
tiMML  These  observations  are  applicable 
to  varioas  kinds  of  fraits  on  which  1 
should  be  desirous  of  resaitting  duties, 
but  on  which,  aa  they  form  the  subject  of 
negotiations  with  some  foreign  powers«  1 
propose  to  reuhi  the  present  rates  of  duty, 
in  order  lo  facilitate  our  negotiations  for 
the  remission  of  duties  on  BrKisb  manu- 
factures and  commerce*  1  do  not  think 
ii  necessary  to  enumerate  other  articles 
with  respect  to  which  no  alteration  will 
be  made.  The  tariff  will  soon  be  in  the 
baods  of  hon<  Members,  and  will  furnish 
them  with  the  requisite  information. 
Now,  Sir,  these  various  reductions  re- 
movals of  prohibitions,  or  relaxations  of 
daties,  on  urticles  such  as  oil,  ores,  drc.,— 
these  redtictions  having  a  tendency  to 
remove  the  burdens  upon  commerce,  and 
increase  its  buoyancy — and  producing  as 
tbey  will,  1  firmly  believe,  advantages  to 
commerce  and  manufactures  far  exceeding 
in  proportion  the  loss  to  the  revenue,  will 
consume  aboat  270,000/.  of  the  surplus  1 
have  mentioned.  Sir,  1  have  been  speak- 
ing of  reductions  of  duty  on  articles  enter- 
ing into  manufactures;  1  now  address 
myself  to  the  consideration  of  reductions 
in  duties  on  great  articles  of  consumption. 
Sir,  the  chief  articles  of  consumption  to 
whicli  dwtien  refer  art  (independently  of 


wines,  Ac.)  sugar,  coffee,  and  tea.  I  wish 
I  had  it  in  my  power  to  state  to  the  House, 
that  her  Majesty's  Government  could  pro- 
pose to  Parliament  such  an  alteration  in 
the  duties  on  sugar  as  would  be  likely  to 
afford  a  large  measure  of  ad? antage  to  the 
consumer.  1  do  not  deny,  that  if  we 
were  wholly  unembarrassed  by  the  ques- 
tion of  the  slave-trade,  that  1  should  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  propose  a  considerable 
alteration  on  this  subject ;  but,  looking  at 
our  position  with  reference  to  our  own 
West  India  colonies,  and  having  due  re- 
gard to  our  relations  with  foreign  states, 
and  bearing  in  mind  the  treaties  into  which 
we  hsve  entered,  1  confess  I  do  not  see 
liow  it  would  be  possible  for  me  with 
justice  or  with  safely,  to  propose  any  mo- 
dification of  the  duties  now  collected  from 
sugar ;  at  the  same  time  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  this  is  a  department 
susceptible  of  some  change.  The  propo- 
sition which  1  shall  have  to  make  will  be, 
nut  like  the  measure  proposed  in  tlie  last 
Session  of  Parliament,  which  would  have 
had  the  effect  of  exposing  sugar,  the  pro- 
duce of  British  possessions,  to  foreign 
competition;  but,  on  the  contrary,  one 
which  will  protect  the  British  producer, 
while,  aa  1  hope,  it  will  do  no  injury  to 
the  consumer.  If  I  did  reduce  the  duties 
on  sugar,  1  trust  that  the  reduction  would 
be  sneh  as  to  ensore  an  iacreased  ooa« 
sumption  at  a  diminished  charge.  1  need 
scarcely  remind  hon.  Members,  that  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  so  to  limit  theso 
changes  as  that  the  profit  shall  fall,  not 
into  the  hands  of  the  retail  dealer,  or 
rather,  I  should  say,  that  the  whole  ad- 
vantage of  the  remission  of  duties  shouhi 
accrue  to  the  consumer  alone.  I  cannot 
consent,  neither  can  those  with  whom  1 
have  the  honour  to  act  acquiesce,  in  any 
arrangement  the  effect  of  which  would  be 
to  permit  the  acceasion  or  the  import  of 
sugsr  into  this  country,  the  produce  of 
Brazil  or  of  Culia,  without  making  some 
effort  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  that 
trade  which  this  ooantry  haa  so  long  and 
so  vigorously  resisted.  I  retain  the  opi- 
nion which  I  formerly  expressed  upon  this 
sabject— that  I  do  not  believe  it  would  be 
consistent  with  the  honour  and  character 
of  this  country  to  take  any  course,  how* 
ever  strong  the  motive  for  its  adoption, 
the  tendency  of  which  would  be  to  give 
the  remotest  sanction  or  encouragement 
to  that  traffic ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to 
spare  no  paint  and  tftdt  ao  sncrifict 
Q2 
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which  could  vtiih  safety  and  jattice  be 
made  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  iti  abo- 
lilton,  or,  as  far  as  our  power  extended,  of 
initigating  it^  severity.  Considerinj;  (hen 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  our  po»ition 
with  respect  to  the  slave-trade,  1  cannot 
think  it  would  be  for  the  honour,  the 
character,  or  the  advantage  of  this  country 
that  we  permit  a  competition  between 
su(;ar  the  produce  of  British  (Mssessions, 
and  the  sugar  of  foreign  colonies  produced 
by  slave- labour.  Is  it  politic  to  adhere 
to  the  principle  of  reducing  the  duty  on 
sugar  the  produce  of  British  possessions 
•lone  ?  I  greatly  doubt  the  policy  of  any 
such  reduction.  If  there  could  be  a  free 
competition,  then  I  should  say,  that  the 
case  would  be  most  materially  altered. 
Nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  that  it 
would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the 
West  India  proprietors,  that  her  Majesty's 
Government  should  encourage  the  growth 
of  their  suuar  by  a  considerable  remission 
of  duties ;  but  while  sugar  received  only 
that  support  which  was  at  present  con- 
ceded to  it,  it  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  trade  in  sugar  partook  in  some 
degree  of  the  nature  of  a  monopoly,  and 
therefore  am  1  afraid  to  reduce  the  duty. 
I  am  afraid,  as  the  supply  is  limited,  that 
the  cost  price  to  the  consumer  would  not 
be  reduced.  I  am  afraid,  that  such  re* 
duction  would  operate,  not  as  a  relief  to 
the  consumer,  but  a  bonus  to  the  West 
India  proprietor;  and  though  1  do  not 
disguise  from  myself  the  advantage  of 
reducing  the  duty  on  sugar,  yet,  afier 
every  consideration  which  I  have  been 
able  to  give  the  subject,  I  am  not  able  to 
communicate  views  differing  from  thn«e 
which  I  expressed  last  year.  There  are, 
I  confess,  some  circumstances  from  which 
I  derive  consolation  in  adhering  to  theso 
views:  1  6nd  that  m  the  year  1841,  tht*re 
has  been  a  very  material  increase  in  the 
consumption  of  sugar  the  produce  of  Bri- 
tish possessions.  I  shall  now  procted 
to  lay  before  the  House  a  short  state- 
ment, showing  the  recent  consumption  of 
sugar,  and  the  amount  of  duty  collected 
from  the  importation  of  that  commodity. 
In  the  year  1840.  that  is,  the  year  end- 
ing the' 5th  of  January,  1841,  the  quan- 
tity of  sugar  imported  from  British  put- 
sessions  was  4,035,000  cwt.  In  1841. 
vix.,  the  year  endin«^  on  the  5th  of  January, 
1S4'J,  the  importaiion  of  su^ar  amounted 
to  4,8S(),()nO  cwt.  The  <|UAiitiiy  of  suj^ar 
imported   for  home  consumption  in  the 


year  1840  was  3,594,000  cwt.  In  184 1 
it  was  4,058,000  cwts.  The  grosi  amoanl 
of  duty  collected  in  the  year  1840  wis 
4.46.'>,000/.  In  1841  the  duty  collected 
amounted  to  5,120,000/.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  duties,  without  the  edditioii 
of  the  foreign  sugars,  correspond  es  nearly 
as  possible  with  the  calculation  made  laec 
year  by  the  right  lion.  Gentleman  oppoeile ; 
but  the  House  would,  of  cooraet  see  that 
the  consumption  of  the  present  eiceeded 
the  consumption  of  last  yenr*  and  the 
total  amount  imported  from  British  poe» 
sessions  in  the  East  Indies  in  the  Cttrieot 
year  exceeded  the  importations  of  the  pre- 
ceding season.  It  is  almost  needlesa  to 
observe  that  the  imports  afford  the  best 
data  which  we  can  posseu  for  the  parpoee 
of  forming  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
supply  for  the  ensuing  year.  There  ia  at 
present,  or  1  should  say  there  was  on  the 
5th  of  the  present  month,  in  London*  of 
British  plantation,  Manritius,  and  Bast 
Indian  sugar  410,000  cwt.,  while  in  the 
outports  the  quantity  waa  180,000  cwt. 
The  total  quantity  then  in  warehooie  in 
this  country  was  590,000  cwt.  On  the 
expected  imports  of  sugar  durinc  the  year 
1843  I  have  sought  the  beet  infenBatioa« 
and  consulted  those  on  whose  judgment  I 
have  good  reason  to  rely.  The  reeolt  of 
the  communications  which  I  have  held 
upon  the  subject  lead  me  to  the  coocluaiott 
that  as  nearly  as  possible  the  importa  of 
sugar  in  the  next  year  may  he  ettimaled 
at  2.400,000  cwt.  from  the  West  Indiee, 
800.000  cwt.  from  the  Mauritius,  and 
1,700.000  cwt.  from  the  East  Indiee, 
making  a  total  of  4.900,000  cwt.  Now. 
if  wc  add  to  this  the  quantity  at  present 
in  warehouse  in  England,  nameW  690,000 
cwt.,  we  have  for  the  consumption  of  the 
year  1843  a  quantity  of  sugar  which  might 
fairly  be  estimated  at  5,490,000  cwt.  The 
amount  of  sugar  taken  out  for  home  con- 
sumption in  the  present  veer  was  4,040,000 
cwt.  ;  now  that  would  leave  a  surplus  orer 
the  largest  quantity  ever  derived  from 
British  colonies  of  not  less  than  133,000 
cwt.  The  statements  which  I  have  made 
are  founded  upon  the  l>est  and  the  moat 
aci  urate  information  which  it  was  in  my 
power  to  obtain,  but  I  do  not  mean  to  any 
that  it  warrants  a  conclusive  argument 
against  the  principle  of  permitting  foreign 
comprtition  in  the  article  of  soger,  soppt>* 
I  sing  alwiys  that  we  were  not  emhemseed 
'  by    the   quiHtiun   of  slavery ;    but   I    am 
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me  in  this  cmc  the  wiiest,  the  fairest,  and 
the  best  policy  to  make  a  reductioa  on 
great  articles  of   consumption,  instead  of 


GoTernmrot  at  lo  the  anticipated  reduc- 
tion io  the  price  ofiu^r,  and  ibe  increase 
to  the  revenue  without  resorting  to  foreign 
supplies,  has  been  fully  realised.  I  am 
qoite  atrare  Ihst  other  queilioos  have 
trisen  with  respect  to  the  application  of 
our  efforii  towards  laying  a  foundation 
for  the  gradual  abolition  of  ilaverr,  in  the 
soeceas  of  which  the  country  is  much 
inieresled,  and  the  success  of  which  is  of 
the  highest  importance  lo  (he  honour,  the 
good  tailh,  and  the  prosperity  of  Great 
Britain.  Imputations  on  the  honour  and 
good  faith  of  the  country  have  been  thrown 
out  in  reference  to  the  efforts  which  we 
have  made  to  accomplish  the  total  abo- 
lition of  slavery.  One  of  the  fairest  and 
most  obvious  modes  by  which  charges  of 
that  nature  may  be  answered  ii,  to  avoid 
anything  which  could  be  construed  into  an 
encouragement,  direct  or  indirect,  of  the 
slave  trade ;  therefore  am  1  disinclined  to 
incur  the  risk  of  doing  anything  that 
conid  tend  to  increase  the  horrors  of 
daTery.  On  those  grounds,  then.  I  adhere 
to  the  opinion  which  I  expressed  in  the 
coarse  of  last  year,  and  which  I  repeal  on 
the  present  occasion,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  the  redaction  of  the  duty  on  sugar 
while  it  partakes  of  the  charscter  of  a 
mooopoly.  I  now  come  to  two  articles  of 
rer7  general  coonimption — cofieeand  tim- 
ber. With  respect  to  both  of  those  I  trust 
that  tbo  propositioos  that  1  shall  have  to 
make  will  be  more  geoeiallT  acceptabie.  I 
am  aorry  to  say  thai  though  there  has  been 
u  increase  in  the  consumption  of  sugar, 
there  hat  been  a  decrease  in  the  consump- 
tion of  coffee.  In  the  year  1840  the  hone 
cooeumptionof  coffeewaa  2,87O,OO01h.  In 
1841  it  was  2,844,1001b.  The  groat 
■iDoant  of  duty  received  in  tbe  former  year 
wu  9aa,0OW.,  aod  in  the  latter  880,000f. 
The  duty  on  fordgn  coffee  is  1*.  3^.,  while 
on  coffee  prodnoed  in  British  posiesiioas 
the  duty  IS  only  Gd.,  and  the  duty  on 
eoBeo  produced  in  territMiescomprehended 
within  the  limits  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pnn/s  Charter  is  9d.  Will  the  House  do 
me  the  bvoui  to  look  for  a  mtHaent  at  the 
effect  ot  this  coodition  <rf  our  fiscal  r^ula- 
tioos?  Coffee  the  produce  of  Brasil  and 
Hayti  is  conreyed  to  the  Cape  of  (jood 
Hope,  and  thenoe  transmitted  to  England, 
in  order  that  it  may  come  in  at  a  duty  of 
9d.  This,  with  id.  (or  the  charges  of 
flight,  places  foreign  coffee  under  a  burden 
of  lOif.,  when  coffee  tbe  produce  of  British 
Nov,  it  appean  to 
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several  of  smaller  amount  on  articles  at 
minor  importance.  I  desire  to  make  the 
reduction  considerable,  and  I  desire  at  the 
same  time  to  make  it  effectual,  and  tbo 
mode  in  which  I  propose  to  accomplish  this 
is,  b)^  imposing  two  simple  duties,  and  to 
get  rid  of  the  absurdity  of  sending  coflee 
from  Brasil  and  Hayti  to  take  a  voyage  tn 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  before  it  comes  to 
England.  I  thus  appear  to  myself  to  get 
rid  of  the  charges  of  freight,  and  to  place 
the  provisions  respecting  the  importation 
of  coffee  upon  a  simple  and  intelligible 
basis.  I  intend  that  coffee  the  produce  <k 
British  pcMsessions  shall  come  in  at  a  duty 
of  4i^,  and  that  all  foreign  coffee  shall  pay 
8d.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  calculate  tlu 
probable  loss  to  the  revenue  from  this  ar- 
rangement. In  the  year  1841  the  quantity 
of  coffee  imported  from  our  own  pouet- 
lions  was  4G3,000Ih.  The  supply  of  fo- 
reign coffee  during  the  same  period  was 
10,849,0001b.  Now,  with  the  altered  duty 
I  find,  upon  the  moat  accurate  estimate 
wliich  can  be  made  of  the  probable  loas, 
that  it  will  uot  exceed  171,000^  The 
whole  of  the  calculation  into  which  I  have 
entered  stands  thus  :— 

The   Bevenue  for  1841,  dsrived  from  tbe 
present  daties,  vii. 
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Adding  this  loes  to  that  whidi  I  have 
already  estimated  will  be  incurred  by  the 
nrduclion  of  the  duty  on  articles  consumed 
in  manufactures — namely,  the  sum  of 
270,000^,  it  will  show  a  total  decrease  of 
441,000/.   in  the   rerentm   now   obtained 
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frtnn  the   necessaries  of  life.    Tlic  otiiir 
great  article  to  which  it  is  necessary  that  I 
sliould   now  direct  the  attention   of  the 
House   is  the  article  of  timber.      I  am 
anxious  to  liegtn  by  applying  as  much  as 
|M>biiible  of  the  surplus  revenue  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  duty  on  timber,  but  here 
again  I  find   ro)'s«lr  considerably  embar- 
rassed   by    our    relations  with    Canada. 
The   present    rate  of    doty    on    foreign 
timber  is  55s.  a  load,  but  the  duty  on 
timber  is  now  levied  m  a  complicated  and 
unfair  way.     And  in  taking  the  avera^^e 
amount   of  duty  on  foreign   timber,  in- 
cluding the  duty  on  deals,  staves,  and 
laths,  taking  the  whole  together,  the  ag- 
gregate amount  will  not  exceed  4 Is.  a 
load,      llic  duty  on  colonial  timber  it 
lOs,  a  load,   and  here  also  the  average 
duty  may  be  taken  at  8s.  or  9s.  a  load. 
It  appears  to  me,  that  it  would  be  of  the 
utmost  advantage,  if  you  make  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  duty  on  timber,  to  let  it  be  such 
a  reduction  that  the  consumer  should  be 
certain  of  deriving  some  benefit  from  it, 
and  then  to  make  the  reduction  in  such  a 
way  that,  in  the  |)eculiar  position  of  the 
Canadas,  and  knowing  the  importance  at- 
tached by  them  to  the  timber  trade,  we 
should  not  suddenly,  or  indeed  not  at  all, 
atfect  the  interests  of  those  colonics  ;  and 
I  thiuk  there  can  be  a  mode  suggested  if 
the  House  will  consent  to  a  considerable 
loss  of  present  revenue,  by  whicli  ihc  ob- 
ject to  which  I  have  alludtd  niay  be  at- 
tained.     If  f   am   correct  in  supfK)sing 
that  the   amount  of  duty  upon    foreign 
timber  does  not  exceed  -11  &.  per  load,  ihe 
scope  within  which  I  can  act  is  somewhat 
limited.     There  have  been  various  mea- 
sures proposed  upon  this  subject.     That 
measure  which  I  must  confesM  appeared  to 
me  to  ofler  the  greatest  olijociion,  was  that 
proposi'ii  last  year  by  (loternment,  and 
which  utitTrd  llio  slightest  |)os^iblc  relief 
to  the  public.     Hy  the    measure  of  last 
year,  it  was  proposed  to  reduce  the  duly 
i»n  f'lreign  (iint>er,  but  to  increase  that  on 
(^un.tiJiiii  tiiidN-r.     I  am  iroiiig  to  act  on  .i 
totally  liitlLrciit  view.      I   Hish  to  put  all 
f»olitirjl   roiisiderations   on    one  side.     I 
:im   anxi'Us  hi  uvuril,  «»  f.ir  as  |>osiSiblf, 
those  paltry  objects  «hicli  bink  lulo  no- 
Ihiti^   wlitn   I   c(tn aider  the  immt-nse  in- 
terests winch  are  at  stake.     The  measure 
of  last  year  projtosed  no  relief  to  the  con- 
siiuitr,   and   no  a'ldiiiun  tu  ilic  reveiiut*. 
My  uSjeci,  having  a  inrplus  to  deal  with, 
u  to  consider  how  I  can  deal  with  it  to 
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the  greatest  advantage  to  the  cousvmer— 
how,  without  inflicting  any  injury  on  Ca- 
nada, 1  can  secure  the  noit  substtBUal 
benefit  to  this  country,  to  tha  manmbc- 
turing,  to  the  comnercial,  and  to  Ihc 
agricultural  interests.     It  appears  to  ant, 
that  if  there  is  one  article  moro  than  uy 
other,  on  which  a  great  reduction  of  dniy 
is  likely  to  prove  beneficial  to  the  pnMic, 
it  if  this.     It  may  not  offer  anch  pleMiblo 
promises  as  some  other  rcductioM  thnt 
might  be  proposed.    It  may,  for  inslanet, 
be  represented  to  the  working  claasea  thnt 
this  is  a  reduction  of  duty  from  which  ihcy 
will  derive  no  benefit.     But  that  wonld  be 
a  very  false  and  superficial  view  of  the 
subject.     The  real  way  in  which  wo  cu 
benefit  the  working  and  mauulheiurinf 
classes  is,   unquestionably,  by  reaaofif 
the  burden  that  presses  on  the  tpnogi  of 
manufactures  and  commerce.     1  ahooM 
pro|iose— as  I  believe  the  aggregnte  avo« 
rage  duty  upon  foreign  timber  does  nol 
exceed  41s.  I   should  propose,  in  order 
that  the  reduction  may  be  carried  onl  ton 
suAirient  extent  to  benefit  the  coonoMra 
that  for  the  present,  the  duty  on  focein 
tiint>er,  as  distin<;uished  from  deals,  ebora 
bu  reduced  to  'M)s,    I  should  propose,  that 
for  the  present  year,  that  is  to  say,  the  ycnr 
ending  5th  April,  1K4*<,  the  duties  on  denll 
should  be  reduced  to  35s.     But  I  propose 
to  make  a  total  change  in  the  mode  of  eoU 
lecting  the  duties,  and  to  place  all  the 
|>oris  of  the  Baltic  on  the  same  Iboclng. 
I  propose,  that  in  future  the  duty  shall  bo 
estimated   by   cubical  nieasureaent,  in* 
stead  of  the  cumbrous,  injnrions,  and  ■■• 
fair  mode  by  which  the  tax  is  at  present 
levied.     In  the  year  afker  next  I  propose 
— for  I  am  anxious  to  prevent  the  poeri- 
bility  of  inflicting  any  injury  on  Canada; 
in  the  committee  which  sat  m  mS^  Lord 
Sydenham  held  out  a  distinct  prospect  to 
tlie  Canadians,  that  no  sudden  measnre 
should  be  adopted  calculated  to  injure  Ibo 
timber  trade  of  that  countrr ; — it  Is  there* 
fore  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters to  evince  no  disposition  in  the  rcdoe* 
tion  which  they  should  feel  it  their  doty 
to  make,  to  inipo»e  any  disadvantace  oa 
the  inhabitants  of  Canada.     I  statea  last 
year,  on  the  subject  of  the  timber  dnlic8» 
that  I  ^hould  reserve  my  opinion  with  re* 
gard  to  them,  until  I  should  see  how  aa 
alteration  of  them  would  aflecl  our  coh>» 
Die«,  and  particulaily  until  I  shoold  eoa« 
sider  Its  etfect  on  our  political  raiation 
with  the  inportanc  province  of  Canada.  I 
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still  maintain,  that  tlie  utmost  caution 
should  be  exhibited  in  our  relations  with 
Canada,  and  that  nothing  should  be  rashly 
done  that  may  be  likely  to  aflPect  inju- 
riously  the  interests  of  its  inhabitants. 
M'ith  this  feeling  I  propose  an  alte- 
ration in  the  timber  duties,  and  shall 
be  anxious  to  bene6t  the  Canadian  as 
well  as  the  British  consumer.  On  these 
grounds  I  propose,  that  after  the  5th  of 
April,  1848,  the  duty  on  foreign  timber 
should  be  reduced  to  *2Ss,  a  load ;  that  the 
duty  on  deals  should,  at  the  same  lime,  be 
reduced  to  30ff.,  and  that  the  duty  on  lath 
wood  should  be  reduced  to  tMU.  If  the 
House  will  consent  to  make  this  reduction 
in  the  duty  on  foreign  timber — and  there 
is  none  more  likely  to  encourage  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country — it  will  be 
necessary  to  consider  how  our  relations  with 
Canada  sund  with  respect  to  the  timber 
trade.  With  respect  to  those  posseesions, 
with  which  I  trust  this  country  will  efer 
maintaio  the  most  friendly  relations,  I 
think  it  desirable  that  we  should  act  on 
the  principle  of  treating  Canada  as  if  it 
were  an  integral  part  of  the  empire.  The 
distance  of  Canada  from  this  country,  and 
the  cost  id  bringing  timber  to  this  country, 
must  in  itself  necessarily  place  Canada 
under  a  great  disadvantage  in  her  com- 
meroe  in  that  article  with  this  country ; 
and,  therefore,  I  think  if  the  duty  oo  tim- 
ber be  reduced  to  25«.9  and  the  duty  on 
foreign  deals  to  30i.,  it  appears  to  me  if 
that  reduction  ba  made,  that  we  hare  no 
altematife  but  to  admit  Canadian  timber 
into  this  country  at  an  almost  nominal 
duty.^  Sir  I  propose  that  the  duty  upon 
colonial  timber  be  reduced  to  Is,  a  load, 
that  the  duty  upon  deals  be  nduced  to  2s. 
a  load,  and  that  the  duty  on  lath  wood 
shall  be  reduced  to  8#.  a  load.  Now,  I 
shall  say  at  once  that  the  adoption  of  this 
measure  cannot  fail  to  produce  a  great  loss 
of  rerenue,  but  haying  made  a  reduction 
in  the  duty  oo  articles  that  enter  into  the 
elements  m  manufiurtures,  I  cannot  see  any 
more  beneficial  reduction  than  a  reduction 
of  the  duty  leyied  upon  timber.  The  total 
loss,  in  ooDsequence  of  this  redticUon  in 
the  duty  on  timber,  will,  I  estimate, 
amount  to  600,000{.  If  the  House  wish  it 
I  will  go  through  the  details  of  the  odcu- 
lations  iby  whicn  I  arriye  at  this  condu- 
sion.  I  am  ready  to  go  into  these  details, 
but  I  own  I  should  be  glad  to  be  spared 
them^  as  I  shall  be  glad  to  spare  the  House 
the  trouble  of  listening  to  than.  There 
are  two,  and  only  two,  oiber  great  reduc* 


tious  of  duty  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  1  cannot  help 
thinking  that  on  these  I  shall  carry  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  House  with  me. 
Sir,  there  are  at  present  levied  certain 
duties  on  the  export  of  British  manufao- 
tures — duties.  Sir,  which  I  think  are  con- 
trary to  a  sound  principle  of  legislation ; 
and  these  duties  I  find  amount  to  the  sum 
of  108.000/.  a*year.  Pkrt  of  these  duties 
arise  from  the  export  of  woollens  and  of 
yams  which  are  exported  to  countries  with 
which  we  have  no  reciprocity  treaties. 

1  find  the  duty  on  woollen  manu- 
factures amounts  annually  to    £30,000 
Tliat  on  linen  yarns  to      s       .       4,000 
On  silks  to       ...         .        4,800 
(>n  manufaetured  iron  to  .  24,000 

Oo  some  other  articles  to .  9,000 

Oo  earthenware  to  .  8,000 

On  provisions  to       •        .         •        5,300 

Making  altogether         .  £85,300 

To  these  may  be  added  for  some  minor 
articles  about  20,000/.  giving  a  total  of 
upwards  of  100,000/.  a-year.  Now,  Sir, 
I  propose  to  remit  altogether  the  export 
duties  on  British  manufactures,  and  thus 
there  will  be  incurred  a  loss  of  revenue  at 
108,000/.  a-year.  There  is  another  and  a 
different  class  of  duties  that  I  think  uniust, 
and  towards  the  removal  of  which  I  think 
a  part  of  the  surplus  should  be  applied.  In 
the  first  place,  I  will  call  your  attention  to 
the  duty  upon  stago-coaches :  and  in  deal- 
ing witn  this  question  you  must  consider 
the  amount  of  competition  which  the  pro- 
prietors of  these  coaches  have  to  contend 
against,  especially  on  those  lines  of  road 
where  railways  hare  been  established.  To 
make  that  competition  more  difficult,  you 
subject  them  to  unjust  taxation.  As  I  said 
before,  I  um  unwilling  to  place  any  new 
tax  on  locomotion;  but  I  am  anxious  to 
propose  the  remisiion  of  existing  encum* 
brauoes.  At  present,  railways  pay  to  the 
State  only  one-eighth  of  a  penny  a  mile  for 
every  passenger,  and,  speaking  of  the  pre- 
sent  year,  I  do  not  propose  any  augmenta- 
on  to  this  tax.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
these  duties  are  too  low ;  but,  when  thn 
duty  on  stage-coadies  is  considered,  I  say 
stagc-ooaches  pay  a  great  deal  toomuch.  Tlie 
rate  of  mileage  imposed  on  stage-coaches,  if 
licensed  to  carry  not  more  than  six  persons, 
is  one  penny  a  mile ;  if  licensed  to  carry  not 
more  than  ten  persons,  three  halfpence  a 
mile ;  if  not  more  than  thirteen,  twopence, 
and  if  not  more  than  sixteen,  threepence. 
I  Then,  in  addition  to  this,  there  is  a  license 
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duty  of  55.,  besides  the  assessed  ttxes  on 
coaclinieii  and  guards.  On  railroads,  no 
corresponding  taxes  are  imposed.  1  shall 
propose,  that  stage  coaches  be  subjected 
to  a  uniform  mileage  of  IJd.,  that  the 
licence  be  reduced  to  3s.,  and  that  the 
assessed  taxes  on  coachmen  and  guards 
be  taken  off  altogether.  This  propo- 
sition, if  assented  to  by  Parliament,  will 
lead  to  a  loss  of  revenue  amounting  to 
61,000/.;  but  it  is  a  lou  which,  I  feel 
persuaded,  can  be  vindicated  on  princi- 
ples of  strict  and  impartial  justice.  I  also 
propose  to  take  off  the  duty  imposed  upon 
persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of  letting  job 
carriages,  and  this  will  lead  to  a  lots  in 
the  revenue  of  9,000/.,  making  a  total  loss 
in  the  revenue  of  70,000/.  on  account  of 
stage  coaches.  I  will  now  shortly  review 
the  whole  of  the  financial  arrangements 
which  I  have  detailed. 

Tfie  estimated  deficiency  of  this 

Year  is  .  .* ^2,570,000 

The  reduction  in  the  varioui  ar- 
ticles of  the  tariff,  to  the  num- 
ber of  750j  wdl  not  be  more 
than   270,000 

Tlic  lotf  on  coffee  1  estimate  at       170,000 

That  on  timber  at COO^OOO 

llic  repeal  of  the  export  duty  on 
British  manufactures  will  oc- 
caption  a  loss  of     100,000 

And  the  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  htage  coaches  will  lessen 
tlie  revenue  by 70,000 

Making  a  total  deficiency  in  the 
public  ificoine,incon<'equi>iice    — ^— 
of  (he  |iroi>09ed  reduction:}  of  £3,71^0,000 

The  loss  of  3,7K0,000/.,  deducted  from 
the  estimated  revenue  to  be  derived  from 
the  new  taxes,  and  which  is  calculated  at 
4,300,000/.,  will  leave  a  surplus  of 
620,000/.  to  meet  the  increased  estimate 
which  I  may  have  to  profiosc  on  account 
of  India;  to  meet  the  increased  charge 
which  may  l>e  necessary  to  prosecute  the 
war  with  (1iina;  to  meet  any  increased 
reduction  uf  duty  which  it  may  be  neces. 
sary  to  propose  on  account  of  the  com- 
pletion of  commercial  treaties  with  other 
countries.  I  believe  I  have  now  con- 
clufleil  the  ta^k  i  have  undertaken.  If  I 
have  been  enabled  clearly  (which  is  all  I 
have  aimed  at)^lcarly  and  fully  to  de- 
vrlo|H'  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, I  am  t^reatly  indebted  fur  that  suc- 
cess to  the  very  kind  and  patient  attention 
With  which  the  House  has  listenetl  to  the 
cxceedirigly  long,  and,  1  am  afraid,  id 
tome  respcctfi  tedious  detailt  with  which 


1  have  been  compelled  to  enter.  I  htTC 
laid  before  you,  without  reserve,  the  wholt 
plan  of  the  Government.  1  have  giveD 
vou  a  full,  an  explicit,  an  unreterved,  bat 
I  hope,  an  unexaggerated  statement  of  the 
financial  embarrassments  in  which  we  an 
placed.  There  are  occasions  when  a  Mi* 
nisterof  the  Crown  may,  contiatentiv  with 
honour  and  with  good  policyt  paaae  befora 
he  presses  upon  the  T^egislature  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  which  he  believea  to  be 
abstractedly  right;  he  may  have  to  en* 
counter  diflerencet  of  opinion  amonpC 
Colleagues  whom  he  esteems  and  leipecti; 
he  may  sincerely  believe  it  to  be  for  the 
public  interest  that  the  Governaaeat  of 
which  he  is  a  Member  ahoold  retain 
power,  and  that,  therefore«  he  ahoold 
not  hazard  its  existence,  by  propotinf  a 
measure  which  might  not  ultimately  aoc- 
ceed,  and  thereby  endanger  the  aafety  and 
security  of  his  Government ;  he  nay»  on 
comparing  the  consequence  of  exciting 
and  agitating  the  country  by  diacuaaion 
upon  a  measure  in  which  he  may  not  ulti- 
mately succeed,  think  it  potaible  that  there 
is  a  disadvantage  iu  proposing  that  which 
he  believes  to  l>e  abstractedly  right,  for  the 
evil  of  fruitless  agitation  may  poeaihif  coun- 
tervail the  enunciation  of  a  right  principle. 
But  there  are  occasions,  and  this  ia  one  of 
them,  upon  which  a  Government  can  aako 
no  compromise — there  are  occasions,  and 
this  is  one  of  them,  upon  which  it  ia  the 
bound*.*n  duty  of  a  Government  to  fito 
that  counsel  to  the  Legislature  whid  it 
believes  to  be  right — to  undertake  the  vt- 
sponsibility  of  proposing  those  measurae 
which  it  Ijelicves  to  be  for  the  public  ad- 
vantage, and  to  devolve  upon  the  Lefialn- 
ture  the  responsibility  of  adopting  or  re* 
jecting  those  measures.  I  have  performed 
on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  Govemnenl 
my  duty.  I  have  proposed  with  the  full 
weight  and  authority  uf  the  (lOvemmcntp 
that  which  I  believe  to  be  conducive  to  the 
public  welfare.  I  now  devolve  upon  yon 
the  duty,  which  properly  belong!  to  youg 
of  maturely  considering  and  6nally  de- 
ciding oil  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the 
measures  I  propoae.  We  live  in  an  im- 
portant era  of  human  affairs.  There  may 
be  a  natural  tendency  to  overrate  the  meg* 
nitude  of  the  crisis  in  which  we  livOg  or 
those  psrticular  events  with  which  we  are 
ourselves  conversant ;  but  I  think  it  ia 
impossible  to  deny  that  the  period  in 
which  our  lot  and  the  lot  of  our  iuhen 
has  been  cut^the  period  wbidi  kan 
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elaiped  since  the  first  outbreak  of  the  first 
French  re?olatioD — has  been  one  of  the 
most  memorable  periods  that  the  history 
of  the  world  will  afford.    The  course  which 
England  haspursued  during  that  period  will 
attract  for  ages  to  come  the  contemplation 
and,  I  trusty  the  admiration  of  posterity. 
That  period  may  be  divided  into  two  parts 
of  almost  equal  duration ;    a  period  of 
twenty-five  years  of  continued  conflict— 
the  most  momentous  which  ever  engaged 
the  energies  of  a  nation — and  twenty-five 
years,  in  which  most  of  us  have  lived,  of 
profound   European  peace,  produced  by 
the  sacrifices  made  during  the  years  of 
war.    There  will  be  a  time  when  those 
countless  millions  that  are  sprung  from 
our  loins,  occupying  many  parts  of  the 
globe,  living  under  institutions  derived 
from  ours,  speaking  the  same  language  in 
which  we  convey  our  thoughts  and  feelings 
—for  such  will  be  the  ultimate  results  of 
our  wide-spread  colonisation «»  the  time 
will  come  when  those  countless  millions 
will  view  with  pride  and  admiration  the 
example  of  constancy  and  fortitude  which 
our  fathers  set  during    the  momentous 
period  of  war.    They  will  view  with  ad- 
miration   our  previous   achievements  by 
land  and  sea,  our  determination  to  uphold 
the  public  credit,  and  all  those  qualities 
by  the  expedition  of  which  we  were  en- 
abled ultimately,  by  the  example  we  set  to 
foreign  nations,  to  ensure  the  deliverance 
of  Europe.    In  the  review  of  the  period, 
the  conduct  of  our  fathers  during  the  years 
of  war  will  be  brought  into  close  contrast 
with  the  conduct  of  those  of  us  who  have 
lived  only  during  the  years  of  peace.    I 
am  now  addressing  tyou  after  the  duration 
of  peace  for  twenty-nve  years.    I  am  now 
exhibiting  to  you  the  financial  difliculties 
and  embarrassments  in  which  you    are 

filaced  ;  and  my  confident  hope  and  be- 
ief  is,  that  following  the  example  of 
those  who  preceded  yon,  you  will  look 
these  difficulties  in  the  face,  and  not 
refuse  to  make  similar  sacrifices  to 
Iboee  which  your  fathers  made  for  the 
purpose  of  upholding  the  public  credit. 
Yoo  will  bear  in  mind  that  this  is  no 
casual  and  occasional  difficulty.  You 
will  bear  in  mind  that  there  are  indications 
amongst  all  the  upper  classes  of  society 
of  increased  comfort  and  enioyment— of 
increased  prosperity  and  wealth,  and  that 
concurrently  with  these  indications  there 
exbts  a  mighty  evil  which  has  been  grow- 
ing up  for  the  lait  ae? es  jean,  and  which 


vou  now  are  called  upon  to  meet.    If  yoa 
have,  as  I  believe  you  have,  the  fortitude 
and  constancy  of  which  you  have  been  set 
the  example,  you  will  not  consent  with 
folded  arms  to  view  the  annual  growth  of 
this  mighty  evil.     You  will  not  reconcile 
it  to  your  consciences  to  hope  for  relief 
from  diminished  taxation.     You  will  not 
adopt  the  miserable  expedient  of  adding, 
during  peace,  and  in  the  midst  of  these 
indications  of  wealth  and  of  increasing 
prosperity,  to  the  burdens  which  posterity 
will  be  called  upon  to  bear.    You  will  not 
permit    this   evil  to  gain  such  gigantic 
growth  as  ultimately  to  place  it  far  beyond 
your  power  to  check  or  control.    If  yoa 
do  permit  this  evil  to  continue,  you  must 
expect  the  severe  but  just  judgment  of  a 
reflecting    and    retrospective    posterity. 
Your  conduct  will  be  contrasted  with  the 
conduct  of  your  fathers,  under  difficulties 
infinitely  less  pressing  than  theirs.    Your 
conduct  will  be  contrasted  with  that  of 
your  fathers,  who,  with  a  mutiny  at  the 
Nore,  a  rebellion  in  Ireland,  and  diMster 
abroad,  yet  submitted,  with  buoyant  vigour 
and  universal  applause  (with  the  funds  aa 
low  as  53),  to  a  property-tax  of  10  per 
cent.    I  believe  that  you  will  not  subject 
yourselves  to  an  injurious  or  an  unworthy 
contract.    It  is  my  firm  belief  that  you 
will  feel  the  necessity  of  preserving  in- 
violate the  public  credit — that  you  will 
not  throw  away  the  means  of  mainuining 
the  public  credit  by  reducing  in  the  most 
legitimate  manner  the  burden  of  the  pub- 
lic debt.    My  confident  hope  and  belief 
is,  that  now,  when  I  devolve  the  respon- 
sibility upon  you,  you  will  prove  yourselves 
worthy  of  your  mission— of  your  mission 
as  the  representatives  of  a  nighty  people ; 
and   that  you  will  not  tarnish  the  fame 
which  it  is  your  duty  to  cherish  as  the 
most  glorious  inheritance — that  you  will 
not  impair  the  character  for  fortitude,  for 
good  faith,  which,  in  proportion  aa  the 
empire  of  opinion  supersedes  and  pre- 
dominatea  over  the  empire  of  physical 
force,  constitutes  for  every  people,  bit 
above   all  for  the  people  of  England— 
I    speak  of  reputation  and  character— 
the  main  instrument  br  which  a  powers 
ful    people    can    repel    hostile    aggres- 
sions and  maintain  extended  empire.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  concluded  by  moving 
the  following  resolution  :— 

'^That,  towards  raisios  the  supply  granted 
to  her  Msjesty,  there  shall  be  charged,  leviedt 
eoUectedy  and  paid  upon  eveij  galkm  of  spiiiia 
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of  the  strength  of  hydroaieier  proof,  which 
fthiUy  CD  or  after  the  elcveoth  day  of  March 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  be 
distilled  in  Irelaud,  or  be  in  the  stock, custody, 
or  possession  of  any  distiller  in  Ireland,  or 
which  having  been  distilled  in  Ireland  or  Scot- 
laDd,  shall  on  or  after  that  day  be  in  warehouse 


in  Ireland,  and  bo  taken  out  of  warchomt  for 
consunption  in  Ireland,  or  which  haviof  been 
taken  out  of  warehouse  in  Scotland  for  ra- 
moval  to  Ireland,  shall  on  or  afttr  thai  dav  ba 
brought  into  Ireland|  an  additional  duty  oio 
shilling. 
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(No.  1.) 


EsTiMATi  or  KiPKiioiTijaE  Accoanmo  to 

THE   ACTDAL  VOTKS,  INCLVDIIIO  OaOllAyCE 
SUFPLI'.MKNTAI.   VoTE. 

Mr.  BNtiv*!  Mtlnulc  Ibr  Um  |«r 
Mdiof  5th  April  IMt  C  C 

IMOM        tt^lO/MO  4M10.0MI 

CipfDditWt  ••  M,7J1,99C  50,Tn,i3t 


f,4tl,996     S.4f7.4Jt 


Actual  prodMe  from  5th  April, 

ISil,  to  teth  Pflnary,  lS4f        43,730.011 
BmoMtcd  raeripu  tnm  «th  Fcb^ 

nury.  iHlf .  ID  5Ui  April,  IMt 


) 


4.393.6S9 


Acciul  aaoont  froai  Aih  April. 
IS41.  to  S6lh  rctanury.  IR4S        47.t07.eS3 


48,0SS.eU 


nury  lo  »Ui  April,  IO«t 


s.ioo.Ma 


50,381.94t 


(No.  2.) 

Kiiuimitd  inccme  for  ike  pretent  year 

IB4'M3. 

£ 
Cf»ugOOO 

liAi**J»^ 

7.10UJ0IIO 

Tain         4.4O0jn)0 

Wmt^eUr 50it,000 

Cnmm  Uwb         IMjOio 

•           U0.(«0 


c 

bciM 


TtCal  EMumM  lac 


£aa,35o.wo 


(Nu.  3.) 

EUmaitd  Erpemdahtrt  fbr  tKe  year  tndmg 
Aphis,  1IH3. 

Dt«c  AuhM  mA  uaAindnL 

if  ibe        £  £ 

f4,i«7,8l7 
4,tl7M5il 

TMal  Clw«v  fi#  iht  AumW  dcM. 

ofiha 


telMriOA 


a,704.«7 
7n,7a5 

—- -  -  n.tr.iso 

Othff  chaf  fci  OB  ih«  CtmritimtA  PumI 

^••ilt-"* SM.;JO 

far  riT«, 


Ftad •I7,00a 

154,000 
107.000 

Judicial  Hrriflt     ••  1IO,000 

Mlaerilaiwout  ChargwoDlha  Ca»i 
loUdaCed  »*iiBd  191 JOO 


TotolChariaifla  ihtOoBiaMiliiraai    ••     «1.1MblOO 
ftarrkBi  ID  be  ToM  IB  Svpply. 

Aiwy        Obfl7j00t 

w*nr         CbTajlt 

Ordaaaec |,004»HO 

MlHrilaBaoui,  cfiarfeaUr  am  Om 
ftaniB  of 
in 


ChiBA  Exptdiiioa 


500,000 

175,000         f7S.00i 


chBiic farihr  y«r 
Apnl  5,  1041.  m»im  up  ^la  i 
«fR  voCad 


«04l9.tn 


flO.7Tr.4li 


AV8TRAUA. 
Actual  nmmm  of  C 


Vaw 


Badwitt  of  vole  far  um 
1043. 


Apnl, 


£1 


(No.  4.) 
Eiprsf^E  op  CaisiA  Expeditioii. 

f 


Anean  of  tuoM  dot  lo  Iho  Ca«  larfia  C 
on  iht  SOth  \prtl.  1811 

m  the  Sairion  if  1040 


•  •  a  • 


I7l.fft 


Ar¥atfiofr>«nwTrwtoktpravkMal04l    ••    WiJia 
ifapmlil«tvtolb(liiApfll.lOO  •-     OaapJIt 


1  «iial  chaifr  lo  April.  IMl 

To  which  hair  faica  appJ«d  ^ 
rinaa  cf  i*arinwiwi  la  t^rnkm  IMl 


•  •  1. 


OIM 


1.01014 


AirwiiMeBlri  ApriLM4f 

KMimair  npmm  vt^wm  aBdt^p  Apeil.  104^  to 
l.k»i.fm)£..  oo  aconiM  uf  vli^  a  M 


TolillobtfiiliOfef 


•  •        •• 
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TBE  Year  Endjiic  6Ttt  AmiL,  1843. 

90A19JW 


tj«,000 


That  dcfldmey  win  v\m  m  lh»  vol»  fgff  ite  |«r« 
The  rMl  dflAckoey  wiU  cuMd  iL 
ThecrtimaltorUMeipcDiefijr  Chiiufar  184S-9 
bt  Urn  thai  M0O,O00<L— nay  be  1,500,000(.  £ 

•  •  1,900,000 


•  t 


»• 


•  • 


(rcdlc  pM^  far  CiMrtiw  Ion 
Ci 


TOOfioo 

100,000 
l^MCiOO 


438;  tboee  in  the  second  column  from  No. 
268,  of  1841,  with  the  eiuseption  of  the  /ear 
1842. 

(No.  «•) 
Mr.  Bariito's    Auticipation    of    tiir  Ih« 

CREASED    RrTENUE    TO    BE   DERIVED    PROM 

THE  Taibs  Ikpomd  111  1840. 
Mt.  airii«  tevOBii  hii  «  wm 


le 


(No.  5.) 

An  AccouvT  i^tkt  Deficievct  qfthc  Ivcomb 
of  tke  U«mw  KivoooM,  for  tk$  Y^an 
emim^  tke  5ik  of  Jammry  mni  Sik  of  Jprii, 
1838, 1839»  1840,  and  1841,  wUh  Uktati- 
mBlcd  Amount  of  ike  Deficiency  /or  the 
Yemrendmg  ih  Mk  ^  Jmmmy  mjf  btkof 
JprU,  1842. 


(alia 
nfufmmm)  at  Urn  Cm(bom$  Mi 

Tbt  fitliMlad  MDdattof  the 
dM,  widi  tht  ftlditioaBl  5  per 


laMaytMO. 


iaOtt       £ 
..    •T*Oii,m 


Wan,  faritoyMr  iadii«  J«L  5,  IStt 
Tbt  MlMl  |«odMt  im 


lMtfp« 


Nta  liltlo 


5ej07,0il 

ai,iiijH 

106,715 


IBM 

laia 

1840 
1M4 
Itit 


lIMientAia 


Eii4iag  Jaa.  5. 


«Mb7i0 

l,51f.792 

ifAMjie 

t,101J« 


e.S09.119 

) 


Eii4ii«April5. 


"T — 

l.HMM 


l,4574tS 

i,a«j9f 


The  ail  produee  of  AaMWdTuM  ia  tht  |«r         £ 

iadiai  J«k  5, 1140, » SJSMI* 

>,  aMilht  le  p«  Mat 

mjse 


Wat    •< 


9,0M,44i 


7.501,08 
9,570,000 


iaiiB 


Aiojntjm 


HoiU'^Tht  Bgures  in  the  tot  colttmni  are 


••       ••       ••       ••       •• 

of  I I  Taui,  le  p« 

iMludtd  fbr  tht  par  mdim  <!«•  5, 

1M9,  vat  948e,M9 

4«|,87l 


OT  ll|  9«  «al. 


Tawvai    iliun 


(No.  7) 


A  Return,  tkwmkg  tke  mmemi  af  Duty  coikeied  m  eoek  of  tke  wndermtiUkmtd  arlkUs  reiamed 
Jmt  Home  Coniumption  ia  tke  yeor  (ending  tke  Stk  ofjtmmry)  premout  to  tke  rednetion  of  tke 
dn^  on  JMcA  ertieUt  respectivefy,  and  tke  Ivevbnob  eoiketed  tkeream  im  emA  of  tke  eeom  yean 
foUmmng  tkg  rphetion, 

WiMB8|  ToRACGO|  CoTTEE  and  IIemp,  reduced  in  1825. 


ABTICLBf. 


Heap  .  . 


Tm  m^  radsBcd  la 
1829^ 


n«B9r.l4l.lai«.9K 

^VHB  %r.  Wi  Br* 

raaia.laiA    .    . 
Haai  et.  iA  It ««,  ei 


la 
18M. 


t,l5S,llf 

i,Biaja? 


880^1 


or  Dity  recdvcd  la  atdi  Of  Iki 


loiaca. 


1BC0. 


I^MipOS 


£ 
tj8iB,TiM  8JK«,3r9, 


^^,V 


£ 
1.700/151 


I 


95/»l 


£ 
06 


BJflMia  tJUMC6 


84^1 


188a 


21194306 


l.5t4.1fliC«)l  ,898^494 


d 


ut$jtn 


a£9^ttiil  M90b8B9 


(a)  Tha  rain  «r  aatp  as  «Im  a*»  Ami 
<•«  *a  art*  aa  I»m4  «lM  kilav)b 
(8)  Ikr  rait  af  eaip  aa  taap  w« 


in  nail 


471      FtMKCia/ Stofemmf—       {COMMONS}  WafimdMtam.         473 


RcM  reiucfd  m  1836. 


KVBI  •>  •••••  ^ 


T¥cd«lv  r«> 

d«C«dlD 


rroa  it#. 

7  I'M.  ta 

a«.6rf.pvgtl. 


raiy  rrcuvMS 
UlBVd. 


J 


£ 


iiofDvly  i«etW«i  la 


ISfT. 


i,99C5r0 


189B. 


£ 
],39CAM 


1819. 


£ 

i^m,iBS 


unci 


iAnmsi 


ItSI. 


I  IK. 


ins. 


£ 


(r)  TW  mt  or  dily  w  ran  wu 


M.  per  itflMi  to  ItMk 


SvGAt  rerfMcetf  vi  1830. 


•«••■•  % 


The  itatjn- 
d«c«4to 


loU«. 

per  cwt. 


Amoaitor 

d«ty  nwWwl 

m  IBty. 


} 


£ 


of  IHi^  ffvcBved  to 


1831. 


£ 


18SC 


£ 

4r19MaB 


£ 


ins*. 


£ 

4JdOJDI 


18U. 

£ 


1888. 


£ 

4,18MA> 


£ 


Ftmca  WivK  redbcetf  m  1831. 


TWdiiljr»> 

daccdto 

18SI. 

AoMulor 
dMv  raodvcd 

is  IBSO. 

A 

■Mul  9t  THtf  ntalmd  to  «ck  of  ikt  i«T«i  y 

•■•■lltrWI. 

MSfl. 

18SJ. 

18M. 

18S1 

uas. 

I8ST. 

M. 

Wtot....^ 

Fro*  f  #.  M. 
lo5«.6A 

pVgOM. 

>    IIMIT 

£ 

dl,S31 

£ 
6S,16S 

£ 
fl.llO 

£ 

£ 
96»»M 

£ 
ifogHI 

£ 
Ill^H 

il  RiTUftv  ofiht  Amoubt  o^Dutt  m  Nnrs- 
riPBM  ontf  ADTtftTiSEMEirra  m  lAc  Year 
{e^dimg  Jmumy  5),Bretiomi  to  ihe  Reiueikm 
rf  the  Duty,  ami  of  tU  Revemvb  CoiUetod 
m  eaek  of  the  5ncN  Yetn  ofUr  mck  Ktiuc* 


KawirAriftt. 


18U 


18J7 
IBM 

Mip 


£.       $,    4. 
921.009  IT    fl 

[*D«tyradMcdft«» 

I         W.  lo  idL 
fOl^Uu  l«    5 
flniitio  IB  11 
flCi\i5':  15    s 
Ct5J01    0    9 


..V-fi. 

AOKIMII  Of  MI7. 

■ 

£       «.    tf. 

:  IBM 

Xb^AO^  10    0 

1  IBSS 

5  DMy  r«dac«d  fraa 
1   S«.64.to  i«.6^ 

1  IBM 

B9«4fff  IT    f 

IIU 

aB.MO  19    9 

IBSO 

9B.SS0  10    8 

IBST 

101«S9  18    7 

|K« 

IIIJW    T  II 

1BS9 

ll3.flM  10    1 

IMO 

lfl.««    9  II 

9Mm  Om  xank  !w|rtrai8irr.  »l6.  ate  reptaM  ikt  diMwal 
•r  8DI.  POT  MM.  piiiiwuly  >B»»id  M  Mwtptpm.  aod 


«r 
vWcfcta'lBSS 


toprjgM- 


(No.  8.) 
Ktmarla  om  the  ProptrtyUos, 


floc. 


ISOLtiil 

o€ 


10^ 


All 


uei. 


lalTH 

tall 


IbUM 


10  I 

5| 

10 1 


"dliaiht 
U.pveiH 


ortLlI*. 


of 
mt*  aad  to 


to  dM 
tht  Omt 


ta  tt 
dacy 


Uom  hi  ite 
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If  tiM  vihM  prapoitloMto  to  teflMM  «f  ani 


{Uamb  II) 

^ZSwOObOOO 


tSfOOO^OOO 


MSM  NMilt.    Aanmtt  UMnftm  at  imtal 

oTbouMi  

S.  lillMi  £5.500,000 

DJTldgadi  tnm  nilhmft,mfiak,ikr  5,429,000 
MiMi,lraB«ortu  ••     1,500,000 

Totol.  3id  dM £5,400.000 


TOTIL  INCOME  AT  PftMCVT. 

lUMOflMd  59.400,000 

15,000^000 


RflBlC 

TithH^  ihaiw,  miim,  k9. 


61,400,000 


£7f*aoo^ooo 

Dcdiifit  ftv  Umobms  tmilir  I50L  pv  — th** 
4iM4biuthtlMpiodii«ordutywmbt  ••    £1,000,000 

SCHEDULE  B. 

faiMptsC  of  OsraiMlloa. 

ilallM         £S84N^000 

V«l«e  of  tHMMtt*  OMUpittoii.  MRonad  In  1S14 
rt  dirw  q«iitw»  cf  w1  paid  (atoitfd  to 
bttoohigli,  I  taktitatoM^Mlf),  I  mmm» 

tobt  t6»000,000 

150li,  piodvot  of 
duty 150,000 

SCHEDULE  C. 
Public  Fandi  and  SMuritiet. 

£ 
50,000,000 


Capllil  MMMMd  la  IS14 

PsyoMMs  of  dlTldcMl  Md  taHMHl  talMl 

Dadact  fbc  wrtef-lMBkB 


Add  fbc  dhrldMdiM 
FamgiSi 

TMal. 


1,000,000 

«.400/MK> 

1,500,000 


oftas 

SCHEDULE  D. 


£04di000 


PluAll  flf    mdM    IBd 

iSHat       • 

(DHBantt  to  farm  m  Mtimto.) 

Tom  tspofts  Md  tanpocti  to  1114  ■•  to  tboM 

ofli40» 

Dedntd  vahit  ' 


to        £ 
•  •  51,510,000 


Brittah  ihippii«  to  1514 
1541 


Mtol5l 
45  to  51 

Tom. 
1,500,000 
5,515,000 

£ 
56,000,000 


prodMe  oftas 


laaatoaof  aUpabBe 
OioiC  raductiaiii  of 


•  •     1455,000 

SCHEDULE  E. 

£ 
to  1514  ••     11,744,000 

7,O0OAX> 


of  cs- 


5,tSO.00O 
155,000 


Piodaoaoftax  

TOTAL  PRODUCE  OP  DUTY. 

£ 

B  150/»0 

C  646,000 

D  l.tfC^OOO 


<SJ71|05O 


tFojfi  and  Mmmi* 

(No.  10.) 
Duty  oh  Coau  Expobtib. 
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Ttoa  liadaijrorif.  pviMMcoal  aspavtad  to  fctUga 
Alpa.  Ttart  b  mm  ob  eod  axpoctad  to  Briti*.  Hm  dto. 
itoetioB  b  aMyillliif  oa  aceoaal  of  Om  fodprodly  iraaliaa. 
I  propoae  a  daty  of  i«.  oa  coal  csportod  to  all  lypa. 


la  1551 
1055 

1055 
IBM 


356,000 

MOS/MO 
I,50r/)00 


Daly. 


5OJ00OL 
64  J 101. 

8,M6I. 

6>00Ol. 


EtfiaMa  or  daly  IVom  las  of  i«.  appUad  to  Biilfah,  aad 
Ibmlbia  all  faraifa  500,0001. 


(No.  1 1.) 

Pboducb  op  New  Taiu  avd  Estimatbd  Ex- 

PINDITUBB    FOB  THE  YbaB  EbdIVO  ApBIL. 

1843:— 


Stomp  dalka,  Irtiaad 
Spliildalka,  IralaMi 
Esportof  coal 


diidMey   of 


tfUdObDOO 
ai^,  aatoa 


ara  aot  protMad  for. 


It  It 
aanAaUy 


1. 


(No.  la.) 

BBVI8I0V  OP  TABIPP. 


llMniia  l,SOOdlfltoMtial«of  dHly,iB 

trOpORMMI  DQfM  Uf  toKf  M  aBBB 


ofpioliMttowaad 


t.  RadMtfOB  of  dnttea 
tMatovarylowdattaii  to 

S.  RadaatfOBof 
taiad  toapotait  BOC 

5. 


tte 


paitiilly 
If  paroML 

artidaiiDa 


(No.  13.) 
SUGAR. 


iBipanatolkapaw 
laipoaittotoayaar 
Ealcndfor 


Jaaa«y5,IB*l..    5,O5Sh000 
JMMiy  5, 1S4C  ••    «JM5,P00 

to  ISM   ••    •• 

tolBAI 
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Eitimmi€0fikt  imftrt  ^  Smgmr  fur  IJU  Yemr  I  Ml. 

BffiUA  iilutalioB,  MAttriUw,  wd  Kail  India  wear  la  ware- 


la  Uwdon.  March  S 
luoatporli,  March  5 


lotollB 


CmU 

4iA^oao 


•      tyoAio 

F.ap«cteil  Imiiort  of  nfai  b  Ihc  yc»  «nillng  April  IMS:— 

Cwl. 

Wwi  Inilirt ?.4CNijOOO 

Maaritmt         MM>.noii 

k«llltt«lirl I.*«Mi^UUW 


890.uno 


• .    5,f9t,iiuu 


In  warHtoiiM  ••        ••        •• 

I  uul  available  la  lAM-S      .  • 

'Ihc  qiuntity  n#  wiar  lah«a  oal  lor  hoiur  cnuaanplloa  in 
UMl-fi,  A/HOjumt  cm..  Icaviag  a  aarplaa  ahvvc  Iha  laiffil 
C4«iuni|4itfa  uf  >iigar,  IfilOMU  c«l. 


(No.  14.) 

RCM0V4I.  OF  DUTILS— EIPOKT. 

cOFru. 

Thrr*  haa  been  a  ndueClaa  in  tht  cooaumplioa  of 

Ilk 
Cnlcf H  Ibr  hame  fiauinDplhM  te  lift         •  •    ffR.TW.OuO 

^  .  —  iMf        ••    n,m,iHM 

Cnm  mrnma  uT  duty  la  1840  •  •      £9tt,nm 

—  —     ISil  MCOOD 

ThedalHaon  cnAc  ar»— 

On  Ibn^gfi  floA*  IM.prrlU 

OncuOve  Ihr  pnHliMvaf  BrilidipoaMaihMa  ••      M.    — 
liapan««1  fhim  aay  BrhMi  |i  ■iiaaien 
wichla  iha  lianiu  of  the  Sail  India  Company      M.    — 

aa*a  wt  llayti  and  Braail  taha  ailvaaiM*  (ifthli.  In 
villi  aa*a.  m  amy  HwMat  artiela.  U  m  ■npuriant  to 

the  Miatlo  ttw 


Tha  Rrvenut  for  IMl  darivcd  inm  tht  prMi  Dulia^ 

vU.t*- 

Rcranua. 
Fnan  Hriuth  PiiaacMiona,  I7.57MM1U.  at  Gtf.  •  •     4C3.C9!! 
.,    Furcuni  rtmnlriM.  lnjH9,Bttl^,  at  M.,  \t., 
ami  If.  .U.      •  •  •  •  ■  ■     477.917 


Aiauming  an 
two  Jul  m  of  44.  an  J 

From  llriiiJi 


Rrrmuc  rcceivni  m  IB4I 


anffMofliplmni  Iha  Ri 
prr  Ih ,  wuuU  ba  >* 

.  I7.i7l.m4%.arw. 


Itav  Itfl 


•  •   <I91.C4C 


allht 

£ 

sn.K4 

M14K 

CS4.J10 

Wl 


If 


•  • 


•  ■ 


•  • 


r?.i46 


thai  Ilia 

Iv  |«r  iTiit.  til..  |iiwliinng 


Vfjhtbkt  Vam  *4  rnmiir 


..      «f.4M 


(No.  li.) 


IIVHI  R. 


Can^DM  Timbfff^ 
TiinlnT.  Ir.iloiy. 
Drab  tbviii.  9«.  duty 
Laihwuud.  Tf.  duty. 


Aytlli 


S*i.(cu1 


Pof  the  yMrndhv  A»  M  «r  Aprt.  1M4^ 

Foifi^  tlinliff,  f5f .  par  land. 
Daab.  *e..  »k, 
Lalhvood.fOfc 


Thf  p«N  ol^art  la  ndMlm  iha 
make  tuch  a  rcdurCkiB  aa  ahall  bencil  thr  >««■—■■», 
Dm  tainr  time  shall  not  li^urtonrfy  aifeec  tht  tetaraai 
nada.     itaaem  rale  if  duly  an  Mdfn  UmtaH  It 
inndt  bnt  take  thr  avef^euf  duty  uattmbi»--dtrt 
hatwiMid,  It  Joea  nut  eacwd  4ij.  ptt  Ifii     Daly 
nW  limber,  lOr.ptr  k«il:  atxiag*  duty,  9ff. 

Oreal  dl||eet  to  plara  the  Canadaa  aa  naaily  aa  «e 
the  footii^  uT  an  Intyal  paH  <rf  ikt 
dnWn  AnI  rule  gtutnUf»  bnt  pMwMv  pMMiM  df 


IB  to 

Bdal 

oTCa- 


Ito  Mihy 


No.  1. 

TIMBCt. 


CfUmataor  Revmw  fttNB  tlw  TtaAvr  DmiM. 
oi  Aprd,  IMf.  to  Hit  Mh  nf  AptH,  IMS,  at 
inmtlcncd  Ratti.  aad  mmlag  no 
tIaB. 

FurcifB  ilmher.  IfOMBtnaAi  at  JBr. 

Poftlgn  dcala.  Ac.  UO.OUU  kwda  at  SSi. 

Fureign  lath  wood  S.'l.OW  fi 


AoMlWAli 


Total  orruivltn  11 
C'uloiiial  Umber.  dTU.ouo  kndi  at  I  f . 
i'alnniy  4mU,  Ac.  ^tS.OHO  toadi  at  tt.    • 
Vahmial  Irthwuud.  U^OOt  kMb  al  flr.    •  • 


Actual  iwtBut 


£Mr;,9oo 


4tM,Mi 


BaHaalad  h«  upon  the  |<mmtd  Dulieaupaa  Ti 
tfit  Mh  or  April.  1N«3  to  IM4. 


p.  «Ol.dDO  k«ik.  al  t5«. 
Furvlcn  Ikali.  Ac..  4SOJXU  Umh,  al  Sit. 
Furocn  lathwoud.  HflM  toadi.  m  IBk 

I  oMl  fli  miVl|Pl  tflDBW 

OilnHM  timher,  a4,niin  kttdi.  at  U 
Cidimial  dcak.  Ac.  .IfC.OOQ  ta*.  at  tl. 
Cohwial  UihwoBd.  fS,My  loAdi,  «  fH 


Total  of  fomcn  and  cutonlal 
Actual  iCTflDue 


MT^aw 


fTllB* 


I. 


I*n*nhte  bai  at  tlin  rati 

In  th«  rakvlatjoa.il  u 
ftirrifn  tunbrr  wnuM  ii 
fu  pOT  M«L  :  i4  RrftMh 
on  dials  at  94  per  cvnl. 


£i».Ml 


imrd  thai  tht 
by  It  piff 

llmbil10y« 


riti 


5IIORT  KEVICW  OF  THE  WHOLE  FINANCIAL 
ARBANOKHKirr. 


Faumalad  deAcimry  cm  prrarat  Hmmm  faff  Ofet 
f^mi  tfidtnt  the  Mh  uf  \pril,  IMS.  la 

Hntuciiim  on  «  arfoui  aitlrlea  uf  larif,  raw 
tmai.  aaadt.  Ac 

C'lAe.  haa  on 

1  illibrr  •  •  •  • 

Hr|««l  tif  espiwt  duiwa 

llcvaal  of  dalKa  on 


1 


nsiMB 

•00,000 
}€OJK0 


Filiaiatfil  amouBl  nt  taara 


U.7M.0M 


taiimata  ten  India, 
U  dutMOB  MOMal  of 
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Lord  J.  RuueU  wid,  whaCefer  opioum 
the  House  may  ultimately  cntertaio  in 
respect  to  the  plans  now  brought  forward 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronot,  no  Member  in 
this  House  can  possibly  entertain  any  doubt 
either  as  to  the  importance  of  those  plans 
or  to  the  great  ability  and  clearness  with 
which  the  right  lion.  Gentleman  has  ex- 
plained them  to  the  House.  But,  Sir,  I 
should  not  think  I  were  doing  my  duty, 
and  I  hardly  think  it  would  be  consistent 
with  the  expectations  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  himself  and  the  Gofemment,  that 
on  hearing  plans  so  important  and  so  ex- 
tensive, now  proposed  for  the  first  time,  I 
should  state  any  opinion  as  to  the  course  I 
mav  ultimately  take  in  respect  to  them. 
I  shall,  therefore,  on  the  present  occasion, 
make  but  two  or  three  obserrations  as  to 
the  eeneral  nature  of  the  measures  pro- 
posed. The  riffht  hon.  Baronet  has  referred 
to  the  plans  of  the  late  Government ;  but 
without  attributing  any  intentional  misre- 
presentation on  the  part  of  the  ri^ht  hon. 
baronet,  I  must  ssy,  that  he  was  hardly 
correct  in  his  view  of  the  principles  of 
those  measures,  for  the  reduction  proposed 
in  the  duties  on  wine,  com,  and  coftee,  in 
former  years,  can  hardly  be  considered  si- 
milar to  the  reductions  now  contemplated. 
But  upon  this  topic  I  may  hereafter  take 
an  opportunity  to  indicate  those  principles 
more  particulariy.  The  measure  now  pro. 
posed  is,  to  call  upon  the  country  io  make 
a  great  exertion,  and  by  means  of  direct 
taxation  to  endeavour  to  equalise  the  reve- 
nue with  the  expenditure.  The  late  Qo- 
remment  did  not  think  it  advisable,  on  a 
riew  iA  the  whole  state  of  the  country,  to 
call  upon  the  House  to  agree  to  any  mea- 
sure of  direct  taxation.  I  think  the  rirht 
hoo.  Baronet  has  exaggerated  in  some  de- 
gree the  nature  of  the  occasion  fbr  which 
we  are  now  called  upon  to  legislate.  We 
did  not  consider  last  ?ear,  that  the  crisu 
was  at  all  simikur  to  toe  state  of  the  eoao- 
try  in  1798,  or  at  the  period  of  the  late 
war,  when  the  country  was  called  upon 
(and  justly  called  upon)  to  make  very 
great  saerlfleei,  and  to  undergo  great 
expeose  in  aaval  and  military  preparatiooa. 
The  right  boa.  Barooet  has  told  us,  that 
IB  the  course  of  six  yean,  with  the  prteeot 
defirie«7,  a  debtor  lO.OOCVOOOJL  wUI  have 
been  incMTod.  Now  ia  the  year  1814  it 
will  be  remembered,  that  the  drafts  drawn 
by  the  Cnmmissary-fsaaral  in  Portugal 
alone  amounted  to  I0,000,000i. ;  and, 
again  io  18U,  the  subsidies  graoted  to 
the   CeraNui   fowen  ame— led  ale*  to 


10,000,0001.,  independent  of  the  other 
military  aod  naval  expenses.  Lord  Bex* 
ley,  in  a  speech  of  bis,  stated  that  the 
amount  of  debt  incurred  in  four  years  waa 
no  less  than  160,000,000/.  I  am  sUting 
this  merely  as  partly  justifying  the  course 
we  took  last  year ;  but  it  M  ouite  a  differ* 
ent  thing  for  the  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  come  forward,  and  state,  that 
they  refrain  from  calling  upon  the  country 
to  make  any  great  exertion,  or  to  incur 
any  considerabio  sacrifioe  in  the  way  of 
taxation ;  it  is  a  different  thing  for  the 
Government  so  to  perform  their  duty,  aod 
fbr  independent  Members  of  Parlbmeot  to 
be  parties  in  the  refusal  to  comply  with  a 
contrary  demand.  I  do  not  say  this  aa 
meaning  that  I  am  at  once  to  acquiesce  io 
thb  proposition.  Far  from  it ;  and  I  feel 
the  difference  of  our  situatioo  now  from 
that  in  which  we  were  placed  last  year,  io 
respect  to  the  question  which  we  nmy  be 
called  upon  to  consider.  The  rif^t  nmtL 
Baronet  proposes  an  income  tax  from  which 
he  eipecta  to  derive  8,700,000^  \  and  fres 
the  whole  taxation  from  Englaod  aod  Ira- 
laad,  under  this  head,  4,881,000/.  The 
right  hon.  Barooet  haTina  stated  this,  pro* 
oseded  to  another  part  of  hb  plan,  in  waidi 
he  propoeed  to  sacrifice  a  eertaia  part  of 
the  surphia  he  would  thoa  obtaio  io  im* 
provlag  the  tariff  of  the  eoootry«  aod  tak- 
mg  away  some  of  the  more  oppiessive  dotiaai 
Toe  right  hoo.  Barooet  was  BMre  happy 
io  spesiking  of  this  than  any  other  part  of 
his  plao.  The  correct oees  aod  sieodinees 
of  toe  priodplee  he  then  laid  down,  the 
principle  of  getting  rid  of  prohibiicny  do« 
ties,  is  that  in  which  we*  on  tkiaside  of  tho 
House,  fully  aod  cordially  agree.  Aod  tha 
more  generally  that  priociple  is  made  ap- 
plicable, the  better  will  it  ba  finr  the  fdtofa 
positioo  of  the  country.  With  respect  to 
tho  Bsode  of  applyiM;  that  prioaple  aa 
proposed  by  the  right  hoo.  Barooet,  I 
caooet,  at  preeeot,  form  aoy  epioioo. 
There  are  750  or  760  artidee  oo  which  the 
datiea  are  to  ba  laducod  the  ealeoi  of 
which  redoction  we  are  to  be  ioforssed  oo 
Mooday  oext— Imt  I  amy  statoy  that  thia 
prooeediag  is  io  aooecdaoos,  oot  eoly  with 
the  priodplee  we  ptofssssd  wheo  io 
oAce,  but  aleo  with  the  speech  which, 
uader  our  advice,  was  made  by  her 
Majesty  ia  August  last.  But«  Sir,  as  %m 
the  applicatieo  of  thoaa  priociple%  helh  io 
regard  to  a  measure  that  ia  oow  goiog 
through  the  Houee,  aod  ta  the  aobyecta 
adrerted  to  by  the  right  hoo.  Besooet  to- 
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priociplei  do  not  go  *ti11  further.  The 
■rtJclea  1  ipcak  of  more  espet:iillj  arc  the 
important  one«,  timber  and  tugar.  In 
making  a  sacrilice  of  600,000/.  of  revenue, 
ttic  right  hon.  Itarunet  would,  I  think, 
have  done  better  if  he  bad  made  the  ia< 
crilicc  on  the  article  augar,  rather  than  oo 
the  article  timber.  Without  giTing  any 
poaitivc  opinion,  I  do  not  think  the  adran. 
tage  ia  equal  to  what  would  have  been  nb- 
taiaed  by  a  greater  ucrifitx  in  the  article 
of  lugar.  Not  with  itanding  the  objections 
■latcd  last  year,  and  referred  to  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  to-night,  in  regard  to 
■larery,  I  mutt  uy  that  we  are,  in  reqiect 
to  this  article  nigar,  creating  a  monopoly, 
which  up  to  a  few  yean  ago,  did  not 
exiat.  Informer  daya,  the  object  waa  to 
lupport  tlie  Wett  India  colonieji.  Now 
we  aro  called  upon  to  protect  the  Enat 
India  coloniei.  Do  the  Weit  Indiea  fur. 
niah  the  large  quantities  iif  sugar  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  rcferivd  to  to- 
night? Dy  no  means.  The  imports  of 
the  laat  year  from  the  West  ladun  were 
even  leas  than  those  of  previous  years. 
The  increase  baa  been  fnitn  the  F.aal  In- 
dies, which,  but  a  few  years  ago,  came  to 
ui  to  demand  an  equalisation  of  the  duties 
on  East  and  West  India  produce,  and  to 
adi^t  those  priociplea  of  free-trade,  which 
it  is  now  their  interest  to  oppose.  Every 
year  that  you  go  on  refiising  to  admit  fo- 
reign sugar  into  the  British  market,  by 
imposing  upon  it  a  prohibitory  duty,  you 
encourage  the  growth  of  this  mnnopnly- 
■ugar  ID  tlie  East  Indies,  and  place  greater 
diflculties  in  the  wav  «f  all  impmrement 
in  your  tarilf.  I  objen,  therefore,  to  the 
determination  of  the  (invcrnment  on  this 
point.  With  resjiect  to  the  modes  by 
which  the  Government  plan  is  in  be  car- 
ried  out,  I  hsve  stated  already  that  that  ii 
too  important  a  point  to  give  any  decided 
opinion  utwn  at  present.  I  am  glad  to 
find  that  the  right  hon  dentlemaa,  though 
he  does  not  take  the  vii-w  which  we  did 
upon  theM  subjects,  is  willing  to  pav  ^reat 
homage  tu  sound  prindples ;  and  also  that 
his  measure  is  one  of  gnat  impiirtan(T,and 
which  must  be  accepted  or  rejected  as  a 
great  measure — and  not  as  one  of  mere 
detail.  In  (he  present  ailiiatiuD  of  the 
country,  whatever  view  is  taken,  tt  must 
be  confessed  by  all  parties  that  the  Oo- 
vernnent  have  acted  in  a  manner  worlhy 
of  the  GuTerameni  of  a  great  cuunlrr,  in 
propusint;  such  a   measure  on  such  prinri- 

5 lei.  And  without  rererauce  to  the  on- 
uct  uf  the  Ministry,  of  which  I  had  the 


honour  to  be  a  Hemberi  we  shall  now  en. 
dearour,  to  the  best  of  our  abilitr,  to  forai 
that  judgment  which  we  may  think  moat 
useful  to  the  country,  and  hkely  to  gira 
finally  the  most  content  to  the  people,  and 
to  maintain  that  high  character  which  I 
trust  every  Member  of  the  House  laels 
equally  the  importance  of,  whether  he  aita 
on  one  aide  or  the  other. 

Mr.  O'Comull  conceived  that  then 
could  be  1)0  more  legitimaie  source  of 
taxation  than  ardent  ipirils,  and  heshoaU 
not  object  if  thsl  taxation  were  prohibitory 
in  its  amount — but  there  was  this  danger 
in  the  present  propoiitioa,  that  it  wonid 
increase  the  evils  of  private  disiilleriei  in 
Ireland,  and  it  was  well  known  thai  ill 
crimes  connected  with  smuggling  aroaa 
from  illicit  distillation.  Never  was  there 
a  period  when  it  would  be  more  objeclioD- 
able  to  recreate  that  evil  in  Inland 
than  the  present.  The  last  reduelioa 
in  the  duty  on  spirits  in  Ireland  had 
almost  put  an  end  to  illicit  distillation, 
but  the  present  proposition,  which  wu 
to  make  an  increase  about  equal  to  that 
reduction,  would  probably  have  the  efftct 
of  reviving  it.  Then,  with  respect  to  ibt 
Irish  distillers.  He  was  glad  to  6ad  thai 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  at  length  dis- 
covered the  inexcusable  wrongs  that  h^ 
been  inflicted  npon  Irtsh  distdlers,  Tte 
Scotch  distiller  could  send  his  spiriii  inw 
Ireland  in  bond,  but  the  Irish  diatiller 
could  not  send  bis  spirits  into  Scotland  ia 
the  same  wsy.  Then,  again,  the  duty  on 
Irish  spirits  was  taken  as  they  came  iioa 
tlie  still,  no  allowance  being  made  lor 
evaporation  or  leakage.  This  waa  not  iba 
case  with  regard  to  the  Scotch  or  liw 
English  distiller.  The  attempt  to  collect 
an  income  lax  in  Ireland  wonld  ba  n  Iota! 
failure.  This  was  not  a  property  tax,  bat 
an  income  tas,  and  he  could  promiaa  tbt 
machinery  for  collecting  it  would  coat 
more  than  (he  revenue  they  would  obUio 
from  It.  To  tai  Irish  peaaanU  wh  IO  lu 
mere  moonshine.  He  was  sorry  to  bear 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  say  thai  it  was  hia 
intention  to  assimilate  the  stamp  datj  in 
Ireland.  He  thought  this  woald  be  pro- 
ductive of  much  evil.  They  srers  mora  ia 
the  habit  of  relying  in  Ireland  upon  plain 
paper.  The  House  was  not  awaroof  tha 
importance  of  this  constderatioa.  It 
should  be  remembered,  too,  that  this  waa 
one  of  the  compensation  taxes  of  the 
Union — the  dissimilsrily  of  Ito  Mamp 
duties  between  iba  t*o  eoaatiMa.    TIm 


481        Ftnonao/ iStolAMNl—       {Habcii  11} 


Wags  and  MiOfil. 


482 


charge  was  to  be  put  upon  Ireland,  at  it 
was  said,  to  make  her  bear  her  doe  pro* 
portion  of  the  English  burden t,  and  that 
statement  had  been  cheered ;  but  when 
Ireland  atked  for  a  fair  proportion  of 
English  rights*  hon.  Gentlemen  did  not 
cheer  then.  Hon.  Members  forgot  the 
financial  robbery  of  Ireland  that  had 
taken  place  at  the  union  with  England.  At 
that  period  England  owed  446,000,000/., 
Ireland  owed  only  1  »000,000/.  The  in- 
terest on  the  English  debt  was  nearly 
17,000,000/.,  and  Lord  Castlereagh  stated 
at  the  time  that  Ireland  should  neter  be 
called  upon  to  pay  any  portion  of  the 
Englbh  debt,  and  that  England  would 
provide  for  this  17,000,000/.  by  separate 
uxation.  But  had  England  done  this? 
Of  late  years  she  had  not  paid  in  separate 
taxation  more  than  6,000,000/.  a-year, 
and  of  that  difference  the  difference  in  the 
stamp*duty  formed  a  part;  and  if  they 
imposed  an  income  tax  on  Ireland  she 
would  have  still  ha?e  to  pay  8,000,000/. 
a- year  more  than  her  fair  share  of  the 
public  burdens.  Ireland  could  not  afford 
additional  taxation.  They  had  already 
lowered  the  revenue  of  Ireland  by  the 
admission  of  foreign  provisions.  He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  tske  the  case 
of  tht  distillers  into  consideration,  though 
he  trusted  that  he  would  not  obtain  the 
revenue  he  expected  to  derive  from  spirits. 

ViKount  Howick  agreed  with  his  noble 
Friend  (Lord  J.  Russell),  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  were  too  impor- 
tant to  render  it  possible  for  those  who 
heard  them  then  for  the  first  time  to 
express  any  opinion  upon  them.  In  com- 
pliance, therefore,  with  what  seemed  to  be 
the  general  understanding,  he  should  ab- 
stain from  any  remarks  upon  the  general  pro- 
position, reserving  himself  until  the  papers 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  promised 
to  lay  before  them  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  Members.  He  should  then  be  prepared 
to  consider  fairly  those  proposals  totally 
apart  from  all  party  feeling.  His  only 
obiect  ID  rising  was  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  what  course  he  proposed  to  pursue? 
Very  great  anxiety  would  be  felt  in  the 
town  and  in  the  country  as  to  what  might 
be  the  ultimate  decision  upon  the  Govern- 
ment  measures ;  and  it  was  therefore  im- 
portant that  DO  unnecessary  delay  should 
take  place  in  giving  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  an  opinion  upon  them ; 
and  it  was  also  important  that  they  should 
know  as  soon  as  poMiUe  what  were  the 
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means  by  which  the  largest  of  the  proposed 
new  taxes,  the  income  tax,  was  to  be 
raised.  He,  therefore,  wished  to  know 
what  course  the  right  hon.  Barouct  in* 
tended  to  pursue. 

Sir  Robert  Peel :  Sir,  I  did  not  expect 
that  on  a  subject  of  such  magnitude  as 
that  which  is  now  before  us  the  House 
would  deem  it  expedient  to  come  to  any 
immediate  resolution.  The  noble  Lord 
will  bear  in  mind  that  I  deprecated  the 
expression  of  any  immediate  opinion,  and 
that  I  thought  it  best,  that,  in  the  first 
place,  the  whole  scope  of  my  plan  should 
be  weighed  and  considered.  To  that 
opinion  I  adhere.  As  regards  myself, 
however,  the  method  of  proceeding  which 
the  House  may  think  fit  to  adopt  [is  a 
matter  of  indifference.  I  am  ready,  if  it 
be  considered  desirable,  to  draw  up  the 
amended  tariff,  in  the  most  clear  and  dis- 
tinct form,  and  to  lay  it  on  the  Table 
immediately.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that 
any  injury  could  arise  from  a  short  delay 
in  the  votes  on  the  income  and  coal  tax. 
But  much  inconvenience,  I  think,  might 
be  caused  by  the  postponement  of  the 
resolution  having  reference  to  spirits.  For 
the  framing  of  that  resolution  supposes, 
that  even  if  the  proposed  duty  be  not 
adopted,  the  revenue  shall  not  suffer. 
What  I  should  propose  is,  that  the  resolu- 
tion relating  to  the  tax  on  spirits  should  be 
agreed  to  in  that  qualified  shape,  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  not  object  to  pass  it 
in  that  form.  This  resolution  is  now  laid 
on  the  Table,  and  the  House  will  bear  in 
mind  the  great  importance  of  proceeding 
with  it,  as  speedily  as  possible,  consistent 
with  the  due  deliberation  which  such  a 
subject  calls  for,  as  commercial  dealings 
in  the  meantime  are  in  a  great  measure  at 
a  stand-still.  I  can  only  say,  that  whe- 
ther the  resolutions  be  adopted  or  not,  the 
sooner  the  decision  is  come  to  the  better 
will  it  be  for  me,  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  public  business,  and  for  the  country. 
In  short,  we  should  proceed  as  rapidly  aa 
possible.  With  respect  to  the  Corn-Bill, 
while  I  have  no  personal  wish  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  should  propose  that  as,  (until  the 
measure  be  passed),  uncertainty  and  inter- 
ruption are  caused  in  the  Corn-trade,  we 
fix  the  committee  upon  that  bill  for  Mon- 
day. With  the  present  resolutions  I  shall 
proceed  as  rapidly  as  I  can.  But  as,  pro- 
bably the  amended  tariff  will  not  be 
immediately  in  possession  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers, I  should  propose  to  take  the  resolu- 
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tion  on  the  income  tax  on  Friday,  and  the 
committee  on  the  Corn-hill  on  Monday. 

Loni  ./.  Rnssrll  was  undent ood  to  ny, 
that  it  was  not  his  wi»h  to  offer  any  fur- 
ther opf)(»sition  to  the  Corn  Bill,  tind,  there- 
fon%  it  iron  Id  be  uselem  for  him  to  firopost* 
any  amendment  on  that  bill  with  re«|iect 
to  the  amount  of  duty ;  but  there  were 
some  hon.  Memlters  who  intended  to  make 
propiifiuls  and  re(|uire  explanations,  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  protracting  the 
discuAsion«  and  he  thought,  therefore,  that 
it  would  be  im|N»Mible  to  go  into  the  dis- 
cusftiou  of  the  Income-tax  on  the  same 
night  as  that  set  apart  for  the  cuoiiideraiion 
of  the  Corn-laws. 

Sir  R.  Peel  thought  it  important  to 
ascertain  the  opinion  of  the  country  on 
his  proposal ;  he  would,  therefore,  not 
proceed  with  the  further  consideration  of 
hii  resolutions  till  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Ihiwet  complained  that,  en  Thurs- 
day ni^ht,  when  the  Kxcliequcr-bill  ques- 
tion—so deeply  interesting  to  a  numerous 
body  of  individuals,  and  which  Govern- 
ment ought  to  ha^'C  brought  on  a  month 
ago — stood  for  discussion,  not  one  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government  was  present.  Care 
was  taken  that  no  House  should  be  formed 
on  an  evening  when  important  business 
stood  on  the  imper,  when  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sheffield  had  intended  to  move  for 
a  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
special  burdens  peculiarly  affectiof^  the 
landed  interest  in  this  country.  Without 
pronouncmg  any  decided  opinion  at 
present  on  the  plan  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  he  felt  that  he  should  be  un- 
mindful  of  the  duty  which  he  owed  to 
that  constituency  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  rrpresrnt,  many  of  whom  were 
enga^d  in  the  timber  trade,  if  he  forbore 
to  protest  against  the  alteration  proposed 
with  regard  to  the  timber  duties.  He 
ol»ject(*d  strongly  to  the  proposed  mode 
of  takmg  the  duties  on  timber — namely, 
by  the  cubic  contents,  a  mode  which,  if 
not  utterly  impracticable,  could  not  be 
adopted  without  the  creates!  inconve- 
nteiice  to  the  trade.  Ho  trusted,  there, 
fore,  that  the  ri$:ht  hon.  Baront-l  wouid, 
in  compliance  with  the  representations 
which  would  no  doubi  be  maiie  at  the 
l^ard  of  Trade,  see  the  propriety  of 
romiifyint:  this  part  of  his  project.  He 
ruutd  not  help  takmc  a  general  review  of 
the  scheme  of  the  right  hon.  harunct.  On 
the  whole,  he  did  not  think  it  likc-ly  to 
give  much  ntiafectioii.    The  ottly  thmg  I 


they  were  tore  of  was  a  very  large  amooDt 
of  direct  taxation,  with  acme  special  tx- 
emptioDS.  Now  ht  tboughl  the  Hovae 
entitled  to  more  information  aa  to  the 
resources  of  the  country  before  they  were 
called  upon  to  pronouiu^e  this  amoaot  of 
taxation  necessary.  The  right  bon.  Baio- 
net  congratulated  himself  on  the  increaaMi 
consumption  of  sugar,  but  he  (Mr.  Haves) 
contended  that  the  coosamption  per  head 
had,  on  the  contrary,  diminished.  Id 
1 8.')  I  the  consumption  per  head  was  26lbi, 
whilst  in  1841  it  was  only  24lba.  The 
duty  on  foreign  coffee  too  he  thought 
enormous,  and  there  were  several  other 
points  open  to  objection.  He  did  Dot  aee 
that  a  satisfactory  svstem  of  compeosatioo 
was  adopted  in  the  proposed  tariff.  la 
fact  the  only  thing  the  country  would  gel 
by  the  affair  was  a  positive  amoDDt  of 
taiation. 

Sir  R,  Peel  begged  to  assure  the  Imm. 
Gentleman,  that  no  one  was  more  agrec- 
ably  surprised  to  find  the  Hoase  ooc  sil- 
ting on  Thursday  evening  thao  hiiMelf. 
He  had  only  asked  for  postponeoMM  for 
one  day,  on  the  same  ground  as  timi 
alleged  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton, and  he  certainly  tboaght,  dMt 
after  sitting  for  three  nights  until  past  oae 
o'clock,  there  was  nothing  uarePionable, 
having  a  measure  of  such  imporuuee  to 
bring  forward,  in  allowing  an  ioterval  of 
one  day  to  paaa. 

The  Ckamcelior  of  the  ExeU^mar  wM^ 
that  in  coosequeoce  of  several  aaieadiMala 
which  had  been  suggested  with  referauee 
to  the  Exchequer-bill  fraud  by  compclaal 
persons,  it  had  fbcen  found  Beeeaaurr  Id 
submit  to  a  slight  postponeoMot  in  bmg- 
ing  the  matter  forward. 

l.ord  J.  RusuU  wished  to  Iummv  wlmi 
number  of  names  the  right  bou.  Geutlu^ 
man  proposed  to  place  on  the  eommiaaioB. 

The  Ckaneeliar  of  the  Excke^mir^ 
Three. 

Mr.  Blewtii  wished  to  know  vkal  \mi 
been  done  with  the  mooey  paMi  for  the 
ransom  of  Canton  ?  Govtraoieat  had  bo 
nght  to  apply  that  OKMiey  without  the 
consent  of  the  House. 

The  CkoMctUor  of  ike  Excke^mer  aaid, 
he  had  laid  the  papers  rclatiDg  to  the  rau- 
som  money  on  the  Table  of  the  Houaa,  iu 
which  the  hoo.  Member  would  fiod  mi 
accooot  of  the  manner  in  which  it  bad 
been  disposed  of.  It  « as  his  ioteufioa  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  justify  the 
of  tbatiuoaey. 
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Mr.  7.  F.  Baring  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  OentlemaD  that  it  woald  be  right  to 
obtaio  parliameotary  tanciion  for  the 
appropriation  of  the  money.  He,  while 
he  thou  Id  offer  no  obstruction  to  the 
speedy  pasting  of  the  Corn  Bill,  must 
enter  his  protest  against  being  considered 
to  approve  of  that  measure,  or  of  the 
resolutiona  now  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  The  considerations  urged  by 
the  hoD.  and  learned  Member  for  the 
county  of  Cork  were  of  much  importance, 
and  be  would  remind  the  House  that  it 
liad  happened  before  in  Ireland  that  in 
adding  to  the  nominal  duty  on  articles, 
they  had  actually  diminished  the  amount 
of  revenue  accruing  from  those  articles. 
Questions  of  the  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance of  the  present  should  be  considered 
rather  with  a  view  to  their  whole  character 
than  to  any  particular  detail.  Direct 
taiation  had  hitherto  been  looked  upon  at 
a  weapon,  kepi  in  the  armoury  of  ttates- 
men  for  limes  of  war»  and  other  occasions 
of  great  and  pressing  emergency.  Mea- 
sures involving  the  commutation  of  taxes 
from  one  class  to  another,  should  be  en- 
tered upon  with  the  utmost  caution.  He 
concurred  fully  with  his  noble  Friend,  that 
tbey  should  be  careful*  while  meeting  the 
difficulties  of  the  case*  to  maintain  the 
reputation  for  good  faith  which  this  couiu 
try  had  always  enjoyed*  and  be  (Mr. 
Baring)  would  pledge  himself  that*  in  the 
consideration  of  this  qutaiion,  he  should 
forget  party  feelings,  and  deal  with  the 
propoeitioDs  of  Government  precisely  in 
the  same  spirit  as  if  they  had  emanated 
from  those  with  whom  he  acted  himsef. 

Mr.  Chiideti  uked  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net  what  would  be  the  terms  of  his  intended 
proposal  regarding  the  importation  of 
foreign  provisions  and  live  cattle? 

Sir  Robert  Pe§l :  I  purpose  to  remove 
the  prohibition— to  admit  foreign  provi- 
sions  and  live  animals  on  certain  terms. 
These  terms  will  be  included  m  the  tariff. 
I  feel  that  I  ought  not  to  be  called  on  for 
more  particular  explanations  just  now. 
Those  explanationt  will  be  given  in  due 
time*  but  in  the  mean  time  I  cannot  give 
them  to  individual  Members. 

Mr.  Hodg§an  Hmde  felt  called  on  to 
make  a  few  observations  to  that  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Barooet*8  scheme  proposing 
certain  duties  on  the  exportation  of  coals. 
He  thought  the  proposal  to  renew  the 
duty  was  byoo  means  a  (easibla  or  pru- 
dent one.    The  right  bon.  Baronet  bad 


grounded  this  proposition  on  three  expec- 
utioos— 6rst,  that  the  revenue  would  be 
increased  by  it ;  secondly*  that  it  would 
economise  the  whole ;  and  thirdly*  that  it 
would  be  a  protection  to  our  native  indus- 
try against  foreign  manufactures.  Now* 
those  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
foreign  coal  trade*  knew  that  that  trade 
had  grown  up  since  the  duty  on  exporta- 
tion was  removed.  If  the  duty  was  re* 
newed,  the  export  would  fall  off*  and 
though  the  right  hon.  Baronet  might 
obtain  50,000/.  or  60,000/.,  the  amount 
before  raised  from  this  service*  he  would 
not  obtain  near  what  he  (Sir  R.  Peel) 
expected  from  the  measure.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  also  somewhat  mistaken 
in  thinking  that  the  measure  would  eco- 
nomise the  supply  of  coal  for  this  country. 
This  idea  was  fallacious.  The  coal  expor- 
ted was  small  coal*  which  was  separated 
from  the  larger  coal*  that  must  be  taken 
out  of  the  ground  whether  the  small  coal 
was  in  demand  or  not.  The  consequence 
of  a  decrease  of  exportation  would  there- 
fore be*  that  the  amount  of  that  exporta- 
tion would  be  wasted.but  not  that  a  smaller 
quantity  would  be  taken  from  the  bowels  of 
the  earth.  The  other  portion  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet's  argument*  that  the  measure 
would  afford  protection  to  native  industry 
against  the  competition  of  foreign  manu- 
factures* might  be  valid  if  the  countries 
to  which  we  exported  the  largest  quantity 
of  coals  were  our  rivals  in  manufacturing 
industry,  and  those  from  which  wa  might 
chiefly  fear  competition.  But  any  Qen- 
tlcman  who  looked  at  the  papers  that  had 
been  laid  before  the  House  would  see  that 
this  was  not  the  case.  Our  exports  of 
coal  to  Holland*  Denmark,  Sweden*  Nor- 
way, Spain*  Portugal*  Russia*  and  the 
United  States  of  America*  amount  to 
1,129,000  tons.  These  were  not  the 
countries  from  which  our  manufacturing 
industry  feared  competition*  and  the  ex- 
port of  coal  to  Belgium  and  the  German 
States*  which  were  our  chief  rivals*  was 
not  more  than  a  ninth  part  of  the  quan- 
tity he  had  stated.  He  therefore  hoped 
that  the  Government  would  not  persist  in 
re-enacting  a  measure*  the  relaxation  of 
which*  at  a  former  period,  was  held  to  be 
of  such  benefit  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Wakley  said*  that  though  the  sub- 
ject which  had  been  brought  forward  to- 
night was  very  extensive*  and  embraced  a 
vast  number  of  tonics*  he*  nevertheless* 
could  not  refrain  iron  iajin(  a  word  or 

R  a 
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two  upon  it.  Very  great  credit,  he  thought, 
wui  due  to  the  ri)i;ht  hon.  Baronet  for  the 
able  ipecch  he  had  mude  thit  evening. 
That  K|>et'rh  wjt  remarkably  lucid,  and 
enihrarod    very    large   and   stateanianlike 


terett  od  thit  point.  If  he  understood  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  correctly,  the  case  was 
this — that,  supposing  a  man  rented  a  farm 
at  300/.  a-year,  it  was  to  be  presumed 
that  hitproBts  were  to  be  \&0L 


views.  Ilv  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  if  j  Sir  U,  Peel  said,  that  with  respect  to 
his  principles  generally  were  carried  out ,  the  occupying  tenant,  the  property  to  be 
they  would  be  ultimately  of  the  greatest  |  assessed  was  to  be  delerrnioed  with  refe- 
:idvnntiige  to  the  country,  and  would  give  :  reiice  to  the  amount  of  his  rent.  It  was 
such  an  impulse  to  trade  and  commerce  as  j  assumed,  under  the  former  law,  that  tha 
would  confer  the  greatest  benefit  on  the    profits  amounted  to  three-fourths  of  the 


nation.  That  part,  however,  to  which  he 
intended  to  take  exception,  which  gave 
great  pain  to  him,  and  which  would  be 
productive  of  great  annoyance  out 
of    doors,     was     the     lax     which     the 


pose  u|»on  income.  For  this,  he  very  much 
feared  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  old 
BUp)K)rters  would  again  complain  of  him. 
Me  believed  thev  would  declare  that  the 
right  hon.  Hironet  had  manifested  great 
caution  up  to  a  certain  |H.Tiod,  but  up  to 
that  |)eriod  his  caution  had  yielded,  lie 
b«*lieved  that  this  would  bo  a  most  unjust 
tax.  ["  .Vo."!  Hon.  Gentlemen  mij;ht 
exclaim  ••  no,*  but  he  said  ••  ves."  'I  be 
people  of  this  country  were  prepared  for  a 
tax  upon  property.  They  were  quite  pre- 
pared that  that  lax  should  be  imposed  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  amount  of  pro- 
fH'rty.  Now,  inasmuch  as  the  Government 
had  manifcstetl  so  strong  an  attachment  to 
a  graduated  scale  with  reference  to  the  food 
of  the  (•<ople,  he  thcught  they  roighi  t>e 


rent  he  paid,  but  he  (Sir  K.  Peel)  thought 
that  that  was  too  great  an  assumplioog 
and  he  accordingly  proposed  that  the  pro- 
fits should  be  supposed  to  be  only  om 
half.     If  a  person  rented  a  farm  at  400iL 


right  hon.    Baronet    was    about    to    im«    a  year,  he  would  presume  that  his  profiu 


:IS 


were  200/.,  and  he  would  be  assessed  ac- 
cordingly. If,  however,  he  paid  ooly  799L 
a  year  rent,  he  would  escape  altogether. 

Mr.  Wakiejf  bcic^ed  to  ask  the  rigbt 
hon.  Baronet,  whether  be  was  aware  thai, 
by  such  a  proposition,  he  was  givioi^  a 
benefit  to  the  landed  proprietor  as  well  aa 
to  the  farmer.  He  wanted  to  know  mh] 
a  difi'erent  rule  should  be  pursocd 
reference  to  a  farmer  from  that  which 
pursued  with  reference  to  a  iradi 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  must  bo  avara 
that  the  farmer  sometimes  reotad  a  fans 
under  :KK)/.  a  year,  but  had  got  a  capital 
on  his  estate  of  S.OOOi.  or  6.00(ML,  and 
his  profits  amounted  sometimes  to  1  ,OOCML 
a  year.  ['•  \o,  ao,"]  He  said  *«  Yea, 
yes,"  and  he  could  prove  it.     Now  sock  a 


induced  to  apply  the  graduattd  scale  in  ;  person  would  (if  the  propositioQ  of  tba 
rifrrtnce  to  tin*  tax  upon  property  The  •  righi  hon.  Baronet  be  earned  oat)  be  s«b> 
|HvpK,  WL'ulii,  therefore,  l^e  jt  a  lo»»  to  ject  to  no  Income- tai.  On  the  other  kaod 
fir.d  cut  whv  l.tr  Majfit\*s  Govern  Die  r.t  ,  a  tradesmen  in  Finsbunr  would  kavo  Id 
»houi«!  prvfix  Ki  »troug  an  JUtachnieut  i«>  p^y  a  heavy  Income-tax.  though  his  capital 
a  »Iui  n^-wale  in  re terence  to  corn,  aud  an  ;  might  not  amount  to  .^.■HXU.  He  hoped 
attach  men  I  for  i*  fixed  duty  in  ttferencc  to  that  this  point  would  be  reconsidered,  far 
iiuome  and  pro^^rty.  in  a  state  liLe  iK  ».  tt.e  principle  upon  which  it  was  propoatd 
vihr;o  i:  «at  presumed  that  tt:ey  ha.  t*  t  to  act  was  most  unjust,  and  woaid  bt 
full  p:v:iciii-n  %,^i  tie  law — that  a.l  ir^e  rroductue  ol  the  crvatrst  discoateot 
right«  The  U«  ccni'erred  «i!h  reiirtiice  :o  throughout  all  classes, 
the  1. be :iy  .f  the  subject  s:  vu.d  t^enj.^ed.  Mr.  5.  WortUy  was  greatly  sarpnscd 
was  It  in  »«.ch  a  »ta:e  as  ttt  «.  that  they  at  the  asicun^iof  assumplioa  of  the  Ims. 
shcu.^  ty  oa^ied  upon  to  cc^.tri^»i:e  to  ihr  Mi:a.bcr  fcr  Fiosbnni.  He  had  no  dovbS 
u\i«ct  t^eovTuntry  aCi'w:^.D£  :o  ra  meab»'  'r-a*.  if  the  hen.  Meatyer  proved  ikat  aoy 
But  :tap^«Arrii  It  at  iLe  r  ^ht  b.n.  ba'ooct  i.rn\tr,  «'  :>  L>n!y  pa>d  3>^l.  a  year 
WAS  mak  PiT  t:^  same  |,ru  c-pieaipii  «hic.^  n  j^e  !/>?. ..  a  «ear  prc-ai.  the  r^jk: 
mi%  n^.jiii-  to  i:-riv  b«'brt.  Hx.  OcCtareJ  Kar^nct  «ou'i  take  everv  care  that 
a::  Irccmc  lax  to  be  l^c  tr.cst  Li.cvpb.ar  ab  iricome  would  rot  escape  taxaUOtt. 
!.i\  i:  Jt  «ate««r  irtrcOOv'Vvi  .z  Kr^.jrJ.  Mr.  U'ai^  ia>i.  re  only  p«t  tkia 
1  Se  r^ih;  h  ~.  Bart.'Oet  bai  sta'f-:  a  fr^-  ac  extreme  case.  He  oeiy 
jv -..•.  .n  •  ■.ri  njrert.oe  i.'  ii-r  ♦  alJ  p*^*'^;  *  ti-s  "'^  .•  v  pad  ?^X3l{.  a  i 
i«  n*t  «  Nov.  t«ctr>.c  »<.a:e»!a:  i.'i  x  Lau  a  pn.-r.t  wi*  l..\*.'.  year  owt  «f 
tarn  er  hiuiscit,  he  lea  a  %ery  stxo^  <a- 
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Firrt  mololioB  agreed  to. 


"9.  Oa  the  ihe  quetllon,  thai  the  mall  allow. 
UM  DOW  payable  od  enry  gallon  of  ipirils  dii- 
tilled  In  Ireland  from  mailed  corn  only,  not 
b«iDg  mixed  with  any  unmilted  com  or  grain 
thall  (waM  and  determine." 

Mr.  CfConfull  Hid,  he  did  not  with  to 
dclain  the  Haute,  but  bs  hoped  that  the 
right  hon.  Buonet  would  not  preu  tbit  re- 
idution  gpon  the  Houte.  Il  wai  the  only 
one  that  lought  to  be  preucd  forward.  He 
hoped  thai  an  opportunity  would  be  givcD 
to  the  diilillert  in  Ireland  to  be  beard 
Bgainit  il. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  taid, 
that  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  appeared 
to  roittake  the  poaition  in  which  tbej  were 

E laced.  The  moment  the  intention  of 
er  Mtjettj'i  Government  wai  announced 
with  retpcct  to  thit  lubject,  the  dittilleriei 
in  Ireland  would  increate  the  price  of  their 
whiakey.  The  only  object  her  Ma- 
jetty'i  Oovernment  had,  was  to  enable 
it  to  obtain  the  increate  in  the  duty 
which  the  diatiller  would  at  once  eiact 
from  hia  cuitoroer. 
Reaolution  agreed  to. 
The  Chantxuor  of  the  Exchequer  moved, 

"  3.  That,  toward*  iiiakiDg>  good  the  lupply 
granted  to  her  Majctly,  ibe  aum  ore,000,O00^ 
be  granted  oat  of  tlie  contolidated  fand  of 
ihe  united  kiagdom  of  Great  Briiaia  ud 
Ireland." 

Mr.  I^ard  usdentood,  that,  in  his  ab- 
aence,  a  question  had  been  aaked  at  to 
whether  he  inteitded  to  pertcrere  in  the 
motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  for 
latt  evening.  Not,  however,  having  had 
an  opportunitj  of  bringing  that  motion 
on  in  conjcquence  of  there  having  been 
no  Houie  yeiteidar,  notwitbttanding 
there  was  a  Government  meaiurc  to  lie 
Itought  forward  in  committee ;  namely,  the 
"  Fomd  Excbequcr-billi  Bill,"  he  con- 
ceived that  the  diiciunon  upon  hit  motion 
thould  be  taken  before  the  Com -taw  pro- 
ceeded any  further;  and,  therefore,  be 
intended  to  proceed  with  the  meaaure  un- 
leaa  the  right  bon.  Baronet  would  be  will- 

aotigtit 

&i  R.  Peel  laid,  ao  far  at  he  was  con- 
cerned, the  hon.  Gentleman  wai  greatly 
misinformed  if  he  imagined  he  bad   put 
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ther  cmiisc  than  ttiat  he  had  just  ttttted 
hit  intention  of  adopting.  He  hoped  ho 
would  poatpone  his  motion  to  the  next  ncH 

Mr.  Ward  laid,  that  if  bit  motion  were 
for  thit  evening,  and  that  he  were  asked 
by  the  right  bon.  Baronet  to  give  way  to 
him.  lie  should  have  done  to  at  once,  otit 
of  rcajiect  to  thai  right  bon.  Gentleman 
and  the  important  lubject  he  wai  about  to 
bring  forward;  but  il  was  a  very  different 
queation  to  pottpone  thit  quettlon  beyond 
Alonday  next,  as  it  ought,  in  point  of  fact, 
to  be  preliminary  to  the  Corn-law.  He 
bened  to  assure  them,  though  he  did  not 
w^  to  throw  any  factious  opposition  in 
the  way  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  he  felt 
the  Question  of  so  much  importance  that  he 
should  bring  il  forward  on  Monday,  unlest 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  disposed  to  en- 
tertain bit  proposition,  and  give  him  the 
committee  he  atked  for. 

Mr.  Hiitdleif  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gen> 
tleman  would  eive  this  asautance. 

Sir  R.  PeeX  begged  that  no  inference 
whatever  would  be  drawn  from  his  silence 
on  thit  point.  %Vheii  tbit  motion  should  be 
brought  forward,  he  would  then  itate  hia 
intentions  relating  to  it. 

Mr.  Ward  would  penevere  with  hia 
motion  on  Monday. 

Colonel  Siblhorp,  before  the  committee 
agreed  to  the  vote,  bened  to  state  that  he 
wat  not  altogether  satitfied  with  the  pro- 
position of  the  right  boiL  Baronet.  He  did 
not  see  why  the  Irish  gentlemen  should 
be  exempted  so  much  from  thii  taxation. 
The  Iriu  gentlemen  should  bear  an  equal 
portion  of  the  taxes  as  the  English. 

Mr.  OConnHl  said  he  thought  he  could 
prove  the  hon-  and  gallant  Gentleman  to 
be  an  Irishman.  There  wat  a  statute  of 
HeniT  the  6th,  declaring  that  every  penon 
wearing  hair  on  the  upper  lip  should  be 
considered  an  Irishman. 

Keau.jtion  agreed  to.  Report  to  be  re- 
ceived. 


Wbbt  India  Clf.kot.]  LordSftus/ey 
then  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  for 
going  inio  committee  on  the  West  India 
Clergy  Bill. 

On  Ihe  motion  that  the  Speaker  do 
leave  the  Chair. 

Mr,  Pakington  said,  that  perhaps  he 
such  a  question.    With  mpect  to  there  not '  oueht   to   have    made    any   observations 


having  been  a  House  last  evening,  he  must 
say  tlut  be 
a  drcomstance. 


la  agreeably  surpriwd  < 
^    That  bring  the  ca 


>hich  he  intended  on  the   second  readin_ 

inch  i  of  this  bill;  but  he  was  not  in  London. 

'  He  begged  to  tay,  that  he  did  not  feel 


hoped  Ihe  bon,  GeotleauHi  would  take  ano- 1  the  alighieH  oppoiiiion  to  the  t 
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indeed,  it  met  with  his  moit  cordial  appro- 
bation. He  had  already  declared  hiA 
opinion,  that  wherever  the  authority  of 
thv  British  Crown  exi!»tcd,  proper  provi. 
flion  should  be  made  for  the  Estahliihcd 
Church,  lie  thanked  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  for  the  mea* 
sure;  he  should  have  received  it  gratefully 
from  any  Ooveniment,  but  ho  thought  it 
came  with  peculiar  grace  from  the  noble 
Lord,  who  had  mainly  been  the  initru- 
ment  of  carrying  the  great  measure  of 
Negro  Emancipation.  On  the  intrudur- 
tion  of  the  bill,  the  noble  Lord  had  said, 
the  alterations  proposed  would  be  attended 
with  no  increase  of  expenditure,  but  he 
hoped  that,  supposing  the  existing  allow- 
ance had  been  found  insufficient  for  the 
enlarged  establishment,  the  nohic  Lord 
would  not  have  shrunk  from  making  a 
further  provision.  He  conceived  that  the 
principle  of  such  measures  was  to  make 
adequate  provision  for  the  spiritual  wauls 
of  the  colonies,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
give  a  proper  remuneration  to  the  persons 
appoinlL-d.  lie  wished,  therefore,  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  noble  Lord  lo  the 
case  of  the  Bishop  of  Toronto,  who  pre- 
sided over  a  very  extensive  diocese,  and 
was  not  provided  with  means  adi quale  to 
support  the  dignity  of  his  position.  The 
late  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  Ijord 
Glenelg,  had  divided  the  diiccse  of  Ca. 
nada,  and  made  Toronto  a  separate  see, 
on  the  distinct  understanding  that  no 
salary  would  be  attached  lo  it.  The  pro- 
fessional income  of  the  Bishop  was  only 
600/.  or  7U0f.  |)er  annum,  which  was 
derived  from  the  Archdeaconry,  and  the 
living  of  Toronto,  and  it  was  only  by  hold* 
ing  these  pluralities  that  he  had  this  in- 
come, lie  might  probably  be  told  that 
the  point  would  be  settled  in  the  Canada 
Clergy  Uiservcs  Bill ;  but  at  pn-sent  there 
were  no  funds  aiisiiii*  from  that  sonrcc 
which  could  be  applied  to  tin*  present 
ca4r.  lie  called  on  th  -  noble  Lord  to 
make  some  temporary  provt«ion  for  tlir 
nrc  of  Toronto,  until  the  operation  of  the 
Canada  CIrrev  UeMnes  Bill  included  it. 

m 

Mr  ff*Conutii  sai'lp  he  «liituld  make  no 
objection,  if  the  hon.  Mrmber  for  Droit - 
uirli,  pri.|wi»i  (I  ihi^  a<hlition  lo  the  income 
ot  a  I'roit  »t.ini  Bishop  out  of  nn  eccle^ti- 
asiical  fund,  but  when  it  was  profwised  to 
take  money  from  the  cnn«n|idiited  fund 
for  the  purpose  of  prn^itim:;  for  the  »pi- 
ritu.il  wants  of  a  particular  denonnnati-  n. 
be  cculd  not  conceive  that  any  right  to  do 


so  existed.  The  hon.  Member  aaid,  that 
'iOO/.  per  annum  was  too  small  a  stipend 
for  a  Bishop--but  the  Protestant  Bishop 
of  Nova  Scotia  had  an  income  of  2.0001. 
per  annum ;  and  the  Roman  Catholic  ooly 
75/.  If  the  sti|iend  were  paid  out  of  the 
consolidated  fund,  no  such  difference 
should  l>c  made. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis  heard  with  gieat  plea- 
sure from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Cork,  that  he  would  not  interfere  with 
the  regulations  of  the  bill ;  he,  therefore, 
should  claim  his  vo!c  against  the  amend- 
nteiil  of  llie  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Maryicbone,  for  reducing  the  number  of 
Bishops.  He  felt  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Droit wich,  that  the  increase  of  the 
number  was  doing  well,  but  he  thonghl 
that  the  Government  need  not  have  re- 
duced the  remuneration  to  the  lowest  pos- 
sible amount.  He  was  confident  that  if 
an  appeal  had  been  made  to  Parlianienl« 
they  would  have  granted  a  higher  remu- 
neration. 

.Sir  C.  Snpitr  asked  if  he  understood 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  aright  in  stating  that  there  woaM 
Im  one  Buhop  at  Berbicc,  one  at  Barbn- 
does,  and  one  at  Antigua,  and  which  of 
them  was  to  have  .'t,.''»U<)/. 

Ltird  Stanlnj  ho|icd  that  the  bill  would 
be  discussed  in  committee.  He  had  foand 
that  the  Disliop  of  Barbadoes  had  4,0001. 
ptT  annum,  and  three  Archdeacons  4,5001., 
aitd  it  was  his  intention,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  by 
the  advice  of  the  late  Bbhop  of  Barba- 
does, to  create  three  bishoprics  with 
stipends  of  3,500/.,  2,000/.,  and  1.500/. 
|H>r  annum,  which  would  be  paid  by  the 
sum  at  present  granted. 

House  in  coniniiltee. 

On  the  first  clause  being  read. 
Sir  C  Sapirr  rose  to  mnra  the  ifnd 
mcnt  of  which  be  had  given  notice.  He 
thtiught  it  quite  proper  there  should  W  n 
bi»hop  of  Berhice  and  Demeran ;  but  he 
did  nut  see  the  least  rcnaoo  whjv  wbea 
there  were  steam-boats  to  carry  the  faiabopo 
frxim  one  pIwT  to  another  with  the  groatoat 
firility,  there  should  be  one  at  Barbodoen 
and  another  at  Antigua-  Travelling  from 
one  of  these  places  to  another  was  like 
gviing  nn  a  partv  of  pleasure.  AnotWr 
objection  which  ftr  had  to  tho  prepnaed 
measure  was«  that  be  did  not  knov  who 
was  tfi  be  the  eheap  bishop.  It  was  in* 
pck^ble  for  a  biftbop  to  live  in  a  pi^tMr 
manner  on  lAWL  n-y«ar  te  tho  Woal 
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Indies,  and  it  was  equally  impossible  for 
an  archdeacon  to  live  on  500/.  a-year ;  and 
he  was  afraid  tliat  next  vear  the  noble  Lord 
would  come  down  to  the  House  and  pro- 
pose an  increase  in  their  salaries.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  thought  the  num- 
ber of  bishops  be  reduced  from  three  to 
two»  and  he  neggcd  leave  to  moTe  that  the 
word  '*  two"  be  substituted  in  the  clause 
fur  the  word  ''  three." 

Lord  «/•  Manners  hoped  the  hon.  and 
ffalUnt  Commodore  would  not  persevere  in 
bis  motion  for  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  tlie  bishops.  The  grounds  of  the  hon. 
and  sallant  Member's  opposition  hardly 
bore  him  out  in  his  pniposition.  If  the 
noble  Lord  should  come  down  to  the  House 
next  year  to  ask  for  more  money  for  these 
bishops,  that  would  be  the  time  for  this 
amendment,  but  until  then,  there  did  not 
appear  to  him  to  be  any  sufficient  reason  for 
asking  the  House  to  curtail  the  number 
of  the  bishops.  It  was  his  sincere  convic- 
tion that  it  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  a 
great  and  important  country  which  could 
afford  to  spend  millions  in  armaments  to 
Syria,  Induu  and  China— 4t  was,  he  con- 
sidered, wholly  beneath  the  dignity  of  such 
a  country  to  hairgle  and  peddle  about  some 
few  hundreds  which  were  wanted  for  eccle- 
siastical purposes.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  was  himself  a  living  proof  of  the 
might  and  puissance  of  the  empire.  To 
whatever  quarter  of  the  globe  he  might 
have  sailed,  be  must  have  heard  the  sound 
of  the  English  lansuagc,  and  have  there 
seen  the  Knglish  lag.  He  certainly  felt 
some  surprise,  therefore,  that  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  should  oppose  the  propo- 
position  for  those  additional  dignitaries  for 
the  colonies. 

Lord  Stanley  hoped  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Officer  did  not  seriously  intend  to  press 
his  motion.  He  (Lord  Stanley)  declared 
himself  incompetent  to  discuss  the  question 
as  to  a  proper  provision  for  the  bishops ; 
and  whether  the  hon.  and  gallant  Commo- 
dore was  more  competent  to  decide  the 
matter  than  the  h«uis  of  the  Church,  he 
should  leave  the  boo.  and  gallant  Commo- 
dore himself  to  determine.  The  question 
ought  not  to  be  treated  in  the  mode 
adopted  by  the  hoo.  and  gallant  Commo- 
dore. It  was  very  well  as  a  joke  to  describe 
the  visitatioos  of  the  bishops  once  a-year 
as  parties  of  pleasure — but  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  should  recollect,  that  one 
of  the  objects  of  the  present  bill  was  to 
preicnt  bishopi  having  such  extensive 
dioceses  at  lo  pnobde  ihcM  tnm  fisitiBg 


all  parts  more  than  once  a-year.    When 
the  increasing  population    of   the  West 
Indies  was  taken  into  consideration,  and 
also  the  earnest  desire  for  religious  instruc* 
tion  which  prevailed  there  an  additional 
responsibility  rested   on   Government    to 
provide  for  their  spiritual  wants.    When 
Govcniment  came  into  office,  the  bishopric 
of  Barbadoes  was  vacant,  at  least  the  biihop 
had  tendered  his  resignation,  and  it  was 
only  incomplete  in  some  matter  of  form. 
By  this  step.  Government  might,  had  it  so 
chosen,  have  filled  up  the  appointment, 
which   was  endowed  witli  an    income  of 
i,000/.  a-year,  and    1,000/.  retiring  pen- 
sion.     But,  instead  of  so  doing.  Govern* 
ment,  after  a  consultation  with  the  heads 
of  the  Church,  had  thought  it  better,  with 
the    approbation    of    the   heads    of  the 
Churcn,  to  create  three  dioceses  out  of  the 
one  bishopric,  and  to  distribute  the  funds 
of  the  bisnopric  among  them.    It  had  been 
found  necessary  so  make  this  division  in 
order  to  supply  the  clerical  necessities  of 
the  population.    The    three  archdeacons 
were  to  be  created  bishops,  and  they  were 
to  have  the  fundsof  the  bishopric  assigned 
between  them.    The  course  Government 
had  thought  fit  to  adopt  was  not  to  increase 
the    patronage    and    emoluments  of   the 
bishops,    but    to    give    the    archdeacons 
that  power  over  the  clergy  in  their  dio« 
ceses,  by  conferring  on  them   a  higher 
rank.     He  had,  therefore,  determined  to 
advise  her  Majesty  to  divide  the  bishopric 
into  three  dioceses,  and  to  confer  them  on 
the  three  archdeacons.  The  duties  had  been 
assigned,   and    the   emoluments  divided, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  heads  of  the 
Church,  and  he  had  no  intention  to  come 
down  to  Parliament  hereafter  for  an  in- 
crease of  salary.     He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  the  House  would  accord  in  a  measure 
which  had  received  the  sanction  of  all 
parties 

Mr.  F.  Smiik  conld  not  rote  with  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Marylebone, 
because  he  was  satisfied  with  the  reasons 
assigned  for  appointing  three  bishops.  He 
hoped  that  the  noble  Lord  would  consider 
himself  pledged  not  to  require  any  addition 
to  the  salaries  hereafter,  and  stated  his 
dissent  from  the  unequal  apportionment  of 
them  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord,  for 
which  ne  had  assigned  no  reason.  He  saw, 
though  with  much  rocret,  that  it  was 
owing  very  much  to  the  neglect  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  the  West  India 
colonies  that  the  Dissenters  were  able  to 
dn  so  audi  aore  tban  tim  Chneh  in  those 
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lie  tnistcil,  liiiwcTLT,  that  iliu  I  fur  more  rnoDcy,  iikI  tliat   the  Bithop  of 


iiciliK-  I^irtt  <li<l  uot  mcau  to  eslublisli 
liiNhu|irii:k  in  evury  colouy.becaiiK  nntliing 
coulil  l)u  more  dctrinwiitAl,  and  cHpcciatly 
lu  the  sprvail  of  the  Churrh  of  l-Ln^lBnll 
itwlf,  th^tn  the  establish mcut  id  all  the 
culunies  of  thcstatc  religion  of  this  cuud- 
try.  The  liuii.  Member  concluded  by  inix- 
gcstiog,  that  in   the  present  bill,  retiring 

IwRsiuii!!  should  be  provided  for  bishops  no 
ungcr  nhic  lu  perfurm  their  duties. 

Mr.  Jf'illiiim  ll'tllianu  would  lupnort 
the  amendment  of  the  hon.  and  gallint 
Commodore,   because  he  believed    that  a 

Itishop  in  the  West  Indies  could  rint  lire 
U]K>n  1,.'>II0/.  a-year.  and  that,  before  two 

years  passt^l  liy,  the  noble  I.urd  nr  his 
BUMxssiir  would  come  down  to  the  House 
and  make  a  stroTig  appeal  to  I'urliament 
fur  au  increase  of  these  salaries.  It  was, 
besides,  a  great  injustiix  to  the  people  of 
this  eountry  that  they  sliuuld  be  taxed  to 
|Niy  for  Itisliops  in  the  WesUlwIia  colonies. 
Those  colonies  ought  to  nay  for  their 
kibhujM.  The  jicople  of  this  country  had 
(|uite  CMiiugb  to  do  to  maintain  their  own 
bishops,  and  were  taxed  (juitc  suilicienily 
forthe^  colonies,  without  [layiiiK  anythinjc 
■uurv.  To  protect  these  aw  culotiies  they 
had  already  to  |Kiy  a  double  price  for  their 
bugar.  Hail  the  noble  I.urdii  up)Kisite  hc'anl 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement  of 
the  embarrassment  of  our  fiDance*  ?  What 
bod  bruut-ht  our  finances  to  this  state,  but 
ex]wnditufc  like  this,  which  was  (piite 
uucallcd  fur?  If  he  went  through  all  the 
items  uf  our  eK)wuditurc  he  could  point 
out  how  they  cuuld  njw  the  whittc  antount 
of  the  taxon  now  n!4|uin.-<l,  witlumt  Impair- 
ing the  clliciencv  of  any  part  uf  the  public 
Mrtiiv.  Tl>c  lion.  <ieniU.-man  the  Lite 
Under  Sccrt-iary  fur  the  (uluuics  {.Mr.  V. 
Smith),  had  asJicfl  the  noble  lA>r<l  (l.onl 
•Slanl«-y)bi  assure  the  House  that  be  wuuhl 
not  mine  duwii  and  asL  fur  an  increase  of 
Mtaries  to  these  biiliiips,  but  Ik  U-lievctI, 
that  if  the  hon.  (kntlcman  himself  were 
oulit  be  just  as  likely  to  nru. 
iiierca>e  as  the  noble  Lurd. 
I  Smilh  was  pi-rfirtly  remly 

o  pledge  hiinielf,  that  he  would  moke  no 

iicli  pni[i>i>al. 
Mr.  litirihn-iit  hail  luil  i|uile  long  enough 

II  that  Hookc  to  Ldiiw  that  llic  In*  was 

»id  M>  much  the  belUr,  and  he  h:id  nerer 

I'l-n   that   nii\iin    Lcttir    illuTitnted   tli 


t).e 


iil>.>rtljchui 


^ullciiiao;  for  thi' 
,  but  Minplt 


was  mil  a  ijiiL-vtiun  ut  niunc; . 

of  on    iitrrv4se  of   bishops;   and   In 

ntialted  thu  then  wvuld  ba  no  dcmud, 


llerbicc   could  lire  i 


'   well   uD   1,5001. 


Sir  C.  Wapicr  assured  the  two  noble 
Lords  opposite,  that  he  was  quite  as  sen- 
sible of  the  value  of  religion  m  say  nobU 
Lord.  He  made  no  Joke  about  the  pnrtf 
of  pleasure.  He  said,  that  now  rtcaa 
eommunicntioa  wai  eatHblisfaed,  the  BiAop 
of  Barbadoes  might  make  a  round  of  riiito 
to  all  the  islands  in  fourteen  or  twenty-one 
days.  He  bod  as  miKh  respect  for  the 
Church  as  the  noble  Lord,  and  he  never 
wnuld  hare  proposed  to  give  a  biabop  in 
the  West  Indies,  where  living  was  eapea- 
sive,  such  a  niary  as  1,500J1  a-ycar. 

Lord  Stanley  said,  that  if  that  wm  thn 
only  objection  he  could  easily  rcnorc  it, 
for  the  Dishop  of  Ucrbice  and  Denenm, 
in  addition  to  the  l.SiXH.  a-yenr  out  of 
ihc  cniisdlidated  fund,  would  hare  5001. 
out  of  the  colonial  revenue,  which  he  now 
receired  aa  archdeacon,  ao  that  be  would 
receive  in  all  2,0UU/.  a-ycar. 

Mr.  (yConnell,  in  allusion  to  the  claim 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  fcr 
Oxford  Unircr^ty,  for  his  vote,  begged  tn 
say  that  he  did  nut  mean  to  vote. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  (lucstioa 
that  the  word  "three"  stand  part  of  the 
clause :  Ayes  1 2U ;  Noes  1 7 ;  Minority  109, 

Liti  of  the  Kxt». 


Atken,  .1. 
Actun.  Col. 
Aiiiiwuriti,  [>. 
Anirobui,  K. 
Arkwiif[hl,li. 
AuotKx),  M. 
Itaiky,  J. 
Ibcing,  lion.  W.  R. 
H-itiiiB.  rl-huo  FT. 
Hitiicby.J. 
Uatriii;;loi,,  VlununI 
ttj<kei«ille,  T.  U.  M. 
lU'll.J. 

ItUtl.miic.  W,  S. 
MorlhwitL.IV 
Rr.M'l<u.Hl,  II. 
Dtuci',  Lord  I'. 
llull.-r,NrJ.Y. 
Burrdl.KirC.  M. 
llu>leil<),  W. 
Chclwudi-,  .Sir  J 
CUjion,  K.  K. 

kik,  SiMi. 
Cockbuin.rl  liii.SirG. 

olltll,  W.  K. 
(  orry,  tl,  hon.  II. 
Cuuncnav,  \'ijcauoi 

pi,  \V. 

se,  T.  B. 
UawBay,lwa.W.IL 


l)icLinion,F.  II. 
Dodd.  U. 
I>ougIa>,.VtrC.  E. 
Do»dr*»«11.  W. 
Druramund,  11.  U. 
Duncan,  G. 
Duncombc,  boa.  A. 
K):eTioo,  Sir  P. 
KUol,  fjord 
(Ucoti,  B. 
».ns,  W. 
l-ilmer,  .Sir  E. 
Fiiiioy,  (apuiD 
Kfollioti,  J. 
I  orbcs,  W. 
Kureilc(,lin.G.C.W. 
Ciskdl.J.Milnes 
Ul^itonv.n.hn.W.K. 
Gordon,  hen.  Captain 
Gore,  W.  (K 
(ioulborn,  n.  hoa.  II. 
Ur>haM,  Tt.  ha.  Sir  J. 
Uicy,  rt.  hn.  Su  O. 

lbmilioa,W.  J. 

I  lirdiugc,  n.hn.5ir  If . 

Hardy.J. 

Ilayet,  Sir  B. 
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Herbert,  boo.  S. 
Ilinde,  J.  H. 
llindley,  C. 
llobhouse,  rt.bn.Sir  J. 
llodgfon,  R. 
Hope,  A. 
lloroby,  J. 

Howard,  bn.  E.  G.  O. 
Iiiglis,SirR  H. 
JohotOD,  W.  G. 
Jobottooe,  Sir  J 
JoUiffe,  Sir  W.  G.  H. 
Jones,  Captain 
KnatcbbuU,   rt.  bon. 

SirE. 
Knigbtly,SirC. 
Larpent,  Sir  G.  de  U. 
Legb,G.C. 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lindsay,  H.  H. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
Mainwaringf  T. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Master,  T.  W.  C. 
Miles,  P.  W.  S. 
Morgan,  O. 
Morris,  D. 
Mundy,  K.  M. 
Murray,  C.R.  S. 
Newry,  Viscount 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Pa«jt,  Lord  W. 
Pakington,  J.  S. 
Parker,  J. 


Patten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  bon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Praed,  W,  T. 
Pringle,  A. 
Rasbleigh,  W. 
Reade.W.M. 
Rttsbbrooke,  Colonel 
Scott,  bon.  F. 
Sibthorp,  Colonel 
Smitb,  rt.  ho.  R.  V. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Sotberon^  T.  H.  S. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  H. 
Suttoo,  bon.  H.  M. 
Taocr«d,  H.  W. 
TrotUr,  J. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Villiers,  Viscount 
Virian,  J.  £. 
Waddingtoo,  H.  S. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Whitmort,T.C. 
Wilbrabam,bon.R.B. 
Wilde,  Sir  T. 
Worsley,  Lord 
\Vortley,bon,  J.  S. 
Yorke,  H.  R. 
Young,  J. 

TELLEES. 

Fremantle,  SirT. 
Hope,  G. 


Li$t  of  ike  Noes. 


Aldam,  W. 
Berkeley,  bon.  C 
Berkeley,  bon.  H.  F. 
Bernal.lt 
Bowring,  Dr. 
Brotberton,  J. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Duncorobe,  T. 
Forster,  M. 
Goidon,  Lord  F. 

RemaioiDg  clauses 
the  House  resiuned, 
ceired. 


Gore,  bon.  R. 
Leader,  J.  T. 
Murray,  A. 
O'Connell,  M.  J. 
Powell,  C. 
Wakley.  T. 
Wood,B. 

TBLLEKS. 

Napier,  Sir  C. 
WiUiams,  W. 

of  the  bill  agreed  to 
and  the  report  re- 


ExcHBQUBB  Bills  Loan  Acts.]  House 
resolved  itself  ioto  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  consider  the  Exchequer  Bills 
Loan  Acts. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  snhiect  which  he  was  about  to 
bring  before  the  attention  of  the  committee, 
was  one  of  coosiderable  importancoi  but 
upon  which  he  did  not  apprehend  that 
auT  great  difference  of  opinion  would  pre- 
Tail.  The  committee  was  aware  that  com- 
missioners  had,  some  years  sinoot  bem  ap- 
pointed to  whoos  Excbequeibbilla  wevs  «i« 


trusted  with  a  Tiew  to  their  being  adfanced 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  public  woriw 
upon  good  security  for  the  re-rayment  of 
their  amounts  being  given.    The  object 
which  he  had  in  bringing  this  subject  bo* 
fore  the  committee  was*  to  continue  thai 
syitem  for  a  limited  time,  but  upon  a  foot- 
ing more  advantageous  to  the  public.  The 
course  had   been   to   make  advances  oo 
Exchequer-bills,  which  were  sold   in  the 
market,  and  at  the  end  of  twelve  months^ 
were  exchanged  by  the  Government  for 
supply  bills ;  and  so  they  formed  part  of 
th^  unfunded  debt  of  the  country     The 
amount  of  the  advance,  being  subsequently 
repaid,  was  carried  to  the  general  account 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  the  result 
was,  that  we  went  on  spending  as  income 
the  money  which  bhould  have  been  ap« 
plied  to  getting  rid  of  debt.    In  1837,  it 
was  proposed,  that  this  system  should  be 
put  an  end  to,  and  that,  instead  of  these 
bills    beinff  converted  into  supply  bills^ 
they  should  be  annually  disdiarged,  and 
the  inconvenience  of  increasing  our  funded 
debt  thus  obviated.     The  result  of  this 
was  beneficial  in  one  sense,  but  had  led 
toother  inconvenience;  it  was  this,  that 
these  Exchequer-bills  became  depreciated 
in  the  market,  and  were  only  taken  at 
par  by  the  commissioners  of  the  national 
debt  on  account  of  the  savings  banks,  and 
held  by  them ;  and  at  this  moment  the 
bulk  of  these  bills  were  held  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  were  liable  to  be  paid  off 
in  money.    He    need  not  state  to  the 
House  toat,  under  the  existing  ctrcum* 
stances  of  the  country,  the  payment  of  an 
amount  exceeding  one  million  at  the  end 
of  the  April  quarter,  would  be  a  measure 
which  would  produce  extreme  inconveni- 
ence to  the  public  finances.   He,  therefore, 
proposed  that  the  commissioners  of  the 
national  debt  should  avail  themselves  of 
the  power  which  they  possessed  by  law, 
and  should  deliver  up  the  Exchcouer- bills 
of  this  character  which  they  bela  for  the 
purpose  of  being  cancelled,  receiving  stod[ 
in  exchange  for  it  under  the  provisions  of 
the  law  as  it  now  stood.     Having,  there* 
fore,  disposed  of  these  bills,  the  accumula- 
tion of  which  was  mainly  attributable  to 
the  vote  of  large  sums  of  money  for  the  coo  • 
struction  of  workhouses  in  Ireland, it  would 
rest  with  Parliament  to  decide  what  course 
should  be  adopted  in  future.    There  were 
two  lines  which  raiffht  be  pursued.    Par- 
liament might,  in  the  first  place,  say  that 
it  would  not  sanctioo  the  continuance  of 
adfanoea  of  tUa  deacriptioii ;  or,  aeooodlf, 
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it  might  make  arraDgcinent«  to  obritto  the 
)K)88ibMlitv  of  similar  difficulties  agiio  sris- 
ing.     His  own  opinion,  was  tliat  the  83rs- 
lem  of  making  ad  ranees  for  carrying  on 
public  works,  was  one  which  it  would  not 
be  wise  to  depart  from,  more  especially 
considering  that  it  had  been  carried  on 
with  advantage  and  profit  to  the  public. 
From  papers  which  had  been  laid  before  the 
House,  It  appearc<i  that  the  repayments 
receirable  by  Corernment  would  amount  to 
360,000/.  a-year,  and,  as  a  sum  of  that 
amount  would  enable  these  commissioners 
to  continue  their  adfanoes  to  applicants 
upon  the  scale  upon  which  they  had  be* 
fore  acted,  the  proposition  which  he  suIh 
mitted  to  the  House  was,  that  tlic  money 
paid  in  on   account  of  the  repayment  of 
the  loans  already  adviuiced,  should  be  re- 
adranced  u|)ou  the  |m>per  securities  to 
the  parties  applying.    By  this  means  a 
constant  circulatmg  fund  would  be  pro- 
vided, which  would  enable  them  to  provide 
for  the  wants  of  the  country  with  regard 
to  the  execution  of  public  works,  which 
would  not  increase  our  unfunded  debt,  and 
which  Parlittineut  might,  at  any  time,  put 
an  end  to.  if  it  were  discoverra  that  the 
system  did  not  work  well.     He  pro|)oeed, 
that  the  bill  to  be  introduced  to  carry  out 
this  plan  should  be  in  force  only  for  a  limited 
peri«Ml,  and  that  it  ^houId  render  the  works 
in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  equally 
entitled  to  tlie  advantages  of  the  system, 
provided  thvir  conductors  were  equally  able 
to  give  security  for  the  r«.*|iayment  of  the 
money.     This  was  a  neceawry  enactment 
with  regard  to  Ireland,  because  it  appeared 
that  sums  had  been  granted  for  tlie  com* 

Ktinn  of  workbouwa  there,  which  had 
o  found  to  tie  insufficient  for  the  com* 
nlete  fulfilment  of  the  object  in  view.  He 
believe<l,  that  the  Houne  would  concur  in 
this  measure,  and  that  they  would  be  the 
leas  diii|Kiscd  to  object  to  it  cio  account  of 
the  admirable  mode  in  which  tlie  comroia« 
sioners,  who  had  herstufore  managed  these 
advances,  had  conducted  the  duties  of  their 
de|Nirtiucnt,  The  public  knew  the  merits 
of  tboMS  individuals,  and  they  ought  to 
know  alto  that  they  had  discharfped  their 
duties  entirely  gratuitously.  They  were 
persons  of  cuosadcratioo,  and  whose  time 
was  highly  valuable  to  them;  but  they  had 
given  up  other  cagagemeots  for  the  pur« 
poee  of  invest  igatiog  claims  made  u|ion  the 
public ;  and  having  done  so,  the  cases  were 
rare  indit.-d  of  aovloas  having  been  sustained 
by  the  public.  To  one,  OMiie  esnadally-^e 

Mr,  Uarneofr—wlm  kai  bt  iwvit  j* 


five  years  devoted  himself  almost  inoea- 
santly  to  the  public  service,  and  with  the 
^(reatest  advantage,  the  thanks  of  the  pub- 
lic were  more  especially  due.  I  laving  made 
this  explanation  of  his  views,  he  should 
propose  a  reaolutioo  to  the  committee  em- 
liodying  his  proposition,  which  would  form 
the  foundatioa  of  a  bill  to  be  hereafter 
introduced.  The  right  hoo.  GeotU 
concluded  by  moving  the  MIowidi 
lution. 

"That  her  M^esty  be  enabled  to  direct 
issues  to  be  made  out  of  the  coniolidatad  Ibnd 
of  the  United  Kiof^om  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  to  an  umount  uot  exceeding  36O|00u/. 
per  aonnm,  to  conmissionen,  to  be  by  them 
advanced  towards  the  completion  of  works  of 
a  public  nature,  for  tlie  LMicourageaent  of  the 
fisheries,  or  the  employment  of  the  poor,  oa 
due  security  lacing  given  for  the  re-pajaisat 
of  the  sum  so  advanoid.'* 

Mr.  F.  7*.  Baring  expresMd  his  entire 
concurrence  in  the  views  of  the  right  hoa. 
Gentleman,  and  his  approval  of  his  pro- 
po^itiim,  which  appeared  to  be  neariy  ex- 
actly similar  to  one  which  had  been  befaiw 
him  whife  he  was  in  office.  He  aiiwt 
also  cxpretis  his  conlial  concurrence  in  the 
observations  of  the  right  hon.  OeatlenuB 
with  regani  to  the  services  of  Mr.  Harri- 
son, lie  believed,  that  the  public  was 
much  indebted  to  that  );entleman  Air  his 
eminent  services;  but  the  tribute  of  the 
publir  re*ipi*ct  came  liettcr  from  the  right 
lion.  ( lenUeman,  who  was  in  oflice,  than 
fn»ni  him. 

Mr.  Hardy  would  cautitw  the  Goftra- 
nieiit  to  discourage  ovi>r-spcrulatiiiB  by  ita 
loans,  which  only  priNlua'd  ruin  to  iha 
9|iuculator  and  those  trusting  to  tha  iBc« 
i-eskH  of  his  exert ion«i. 

KeMilution  agreed  to. 

I  louse  resumed.  Report  to  be  recritad 
this  day. 

Adjourned. 


IIOUSF.  OF  COMMONS, 
Saturday.  March  1?,  1849. 
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HOUSE  OF    LORDS, 
Monday,  March  14,  1842. 

MmnrBic]  Bilia.  FuMe^^^  Lom  Soddkii  Rcftt- 
luiiai  of  Appnndeat. 

PrtmU.^1*    Bnvrood  fiw  QninaMr  fidioolii   HlMib- 
tey  Roito ;  Lriclw  and  AMffAt^Zautt  Roadi   U^ 
Imffe  Natunliflrtlon. 
1*    BuMMli  NiisnUaaoo. 

PannoM*  PauuiTMO.  By  Lonl  CaapMU  Lovd  Itewv. 
den*  and  other  noblt  Lords,  Aran  plaort  la  Ooim,  Ty- 
tone  and  Antrim,  In  fimmr  of  tho  Prarfiytcrin  Marrto* 
IBiBiU^-ByLonlKflBymifhMatlM  CiMnli  of  laglBBd 
Lav  AaoeiatkMi.  Av  raDmit  la  tiM  EatafalUfeMi  Qumh. 
»By  the  Maniuoi  of  Claoflcaid^  frora  MiUan  in  the 
oodBly  of  Oohny,  afriaet  tha  Impottadoa  of  FMdpi 
Fkmr^— By  Lovd  nanniaii,  tnm  tha  Biftiali  of  La»> 
miiytoo  Prion,  ftir  tha  Bapthu  kmrmttkm  BilL— By 
Eari  ntsvinuia,  Lotd  Broii^^un,  aad  other  DoUe  Lofdi, 
fton  NflrthaBaptoMhlfa,  Yotkahiia,  l«teaohHbli%  Ditr* 
MBBf  nMNnmot  •■BBananBt  »«•  #anM*a»  waHaHBenra 
Ola^gow,  aad  odMr  plaoai.  te  a  Rapaal  of  tha  Com- 


Marriaoe  Law— ^Trslaitd).]  The 
Lord  CkaneeUor  taid,  that  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  present 
state  of  the  Marriage*law  in  Ireland,  and 
to  whom  had  heen  referred  the  Marriages 
(Ireland)  Bill,  with  leaTe  to  report  from 
time  to  time  to  the  House,  had  directed 
him  to  report  that  the  committee,  havinr 
considerea  the  matter  referred  to  them  and 
the  said  bill,  had  come  to  the  following 
resolution : — 

**  ResoWed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee  that  further  proceediogt  on  this 
bill  be  poetpooed  antll  the  return  of  the 
jndges  from  circuit." 

He  would  take  leave  to  mention  to  their 
Lordships  that  a  case,  similar  to  that  which 

Sve  rise  to  the  bill,  had  lately  come  bo- 
re one  of  the  judges  on  oircuit  in  Ire- 
land, and  lor  the  purpose  of  giving  a  full 
opportunity  to  consider  the  question  a 
special  verdict,  had  been  found  by  dirsc« 
tioo  of  the  judge,  in  consequence  of  which 
it  would  be  referred  to  the  Queen's  Bench 
in  Ireland,  and  might  ultimately  come 
before  their  Lordships.  Their  Lordships 
would  allow  him  also  to  suggest,  that  in 
consequence  of  that  public  notification,  he 
apprehended  no  inconvenience  could  re* 
ault  from  the  short  postponement  with 
respect  to  the  proceedings  b  the  bill. 
He  begged  further  to  mentioo,  that  the 
committee  would  proceed,  notwithstand- 
ing the  delay,  to  the  further  consideration 
of  the  other  matters  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  their  detevminatioo. 

Lord  Brfmoham  entirely  agreed  with 
what  had  fellen  from  bis  ooMe  and 
learned  Friend.  He  hoped,  that  every 
publicity  would  be  given  to  bis  noble  and 
lenmed  Friendls  ttmenaot*    It  ahonld  be 
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known  universally  in  Ireland  in  what  stale 
the  inquiry  was  before  the  committee  and 
before  their  Lordships,  in  order  that  the 
miserable  consequences  might  not  ensue, 
which  would  arise  from  persons  acting  on 
the  supposition  that  marriages  already 
contracted  were  invalid,  and  contractinic 
new  marriages.  '*  Whoever  does  so,"  said 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  **  after  the 
notice  of  mv  noble  and  learned  Friend, 
must  be  understood  to  do  it  at  his  or  her 
high  peril.** 

Lord  Campbell  had  received  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  judges  in  Ireland,  stating, 
that  a  second  case  had  occurred  during 
the  present  circuit,  and  a  second  special 
verdict  had  been  taken.  The  first  was 
before  Judge  Perrin  at  Carrickfergus,  and 
the  second  before  JudM  Crampton  tl 
Armsgh.— Report  agreed  to. 


SPAiir— TnB  Frbvch  Ambassadoe.] 
The  Marquess  of  CUmricardi  begced  to 
put  a  question  to  the  noble  Earl,  the  8e* 
cretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs.  It 
had  been  stated  in  the  French  Chsmber» 
that  when  a  difference  arose  between  the 
French  and  Spanish  Governments  as  to 
the  mode  of  receiving  the  French  Ambas- 
sador, who  was  not  long  since  sent  to 
Madrid,  the  noble  Earl  instructed  our 
Minister  at  Madrid  to  take  the  same 
view  of  the  question  that  had  arisen  as 
the  French  Government.  But  M.  Ooo- 
Bales  was  said  to  have  stated  in  the  senate 
of  Madrid  that  the  English  Government 
subsequently  thought  right  to  change  its 
opinion  on  that  subject.  These  state- 
ments having  been  made  to  the  French 
and  Spanish  Chsmbers  respecting  the 
views  of  the  English  Government,  there 
could  be  no  reason  why  our  Houses  of 
Parliament  should  not  be  equally  well  in- 
fonned.  He  believed,  therefore,  that  he 
should  not  be  considered  guilty  of  any  in- 
discretion in  asking  whether  the  noble 
Earl  had  any  olijectmn  to  lay  on  the  Teble 
of  the  House  the  instruction  which  bad 
been  given  on  this  subject  to  our  Miniiler 
at  Miulrid ;  or  if  he  did  not  think  that 
coarse  convenient,  would  the  noble  Earl 
state  whether  there  bad  or  bad  not  taken 
plaoe  any  variation  in  the  views  of  her 
MsjestVs  Oovemstient  as  to  the  instmo* 
tions  which  they  thought  fit  to  give  in  this 
matter? 

The  Earl  of  Aberdem  had  no  objectkm 
to  answer  the  q[uestkMi  of  the  soble  Mar* 
q«isi^  alllmvgh  the  Mbjiei  wnt  OB^  ptf* 
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htpt,  more  of  curiosity  than  leiding  to 
any  practical  result;  for  whatever  the 
opinion  entertained  by  her  Majesty's  Go- 
Temment  might  be,  or  however  it  might 
have  been  expressed,  that  opinion  was  not 
communicated  to  the  Spanish  government 
ontil  some  time  after  the  French  Ambas- 
sador had  left  Madrid.  Therefore  it  bad 
no  practical  bearing  on  the  conduct  of 
either  party.  Their  Lordshipa  would  re- 
collect, that  in  the  month  of  October,  a 
serious  attempt  to  overthrow  the  Spanish 
goternment  was  made  in  the  northern 
provinces  of  Spain.  When  that  was  put 
down,  much  acrimony  of  feeling  re- 
mained against  the  French  government, 
and  against  parties  in  France,  who  were 
suppowd,  whether  trulv  or  not,  to  have 
been  connected  with  that  attempt.  It 
appeared,  therefore,  almost  impossible 
that  friendly  relations  should  be  speedily 
restored  between  France  and  Spain,  and 
undoubtedly  her  Majesty's  Government 
looked  with  great  anxiety  to  the  renewal 
of  those  friendly  relations.  They  there- 
fore  saw,  with  much  satisfaction,  a  gentle- 
man named  as  ambassador  to  Madrid, 
who  was  known  for  his  friend Iv  feeling 
towards  the  Spanish  nation ;  and,  he  be- 
lieved, particularly  for  his  friendly  feeling 
towards  the  Spanish  government  at  that 
moment.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
thought  the  appointment  was  one  calcu* 
lated  to  renew  the  friendly  feeling  which 
had  formerly  existed  between  the  two 
Governments,  and  therefore  they  looked 
upon  that  appointment  with  great  plea- 
sure. Shortlv  after  the  arrival  of  M.  Sal- 
vandy  at  Madrid,  a  difference  arose  as  to 
the  mode  of  presenting  his  credentials.  He 
might  say  in  this  case,  as  in  many  others, 
that  he  thought  a  little  forbearance  and  mo- 
deration on  both  sides  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  dispute  would  have  led  to  a 
happier  result.  As  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  informed,  the  case  stood  thus : 
they  were  given  to  understand  that  the 
pretensions  of  the  French  ambassador,  in 
the  6rst  instance,  were  to  deliver  his  letters 
of  credence  to  the  Queen  alone,  without 
the  presence  of  her  court  or  the  Regent. 
They  were  also  informed  that  the  preten- 
sions of  the  Regent  were,  that  he  should 
leccive  the  credentials  himself,  and  not  in 
the  presence  of  the  Queen.  It  appeared 
to  the  English  Government  that  this  was 
exactly  a  case  in  which  m  compromise 
might  be  made,  without  injuring  the  dig- 
Mty»  or  doing  iojoilaoe  lo  the  pmeiiaiona 


of  either  party.  They  thought,  as  a 
general  rule,  that  letters  ought  naturally 
to  be  delivered  to  the  person  to  whom 
they  were  addressed,  and  it  certainly  did 
appear  to  them  that  the  French  ambas- 
sador might  be  permitted  to  present  bis 
letters  of  credence  to  the  Queen  herself^ 
in  the  presence  of  the  Regent,  who,  if  he 
thought  proper,  might  answer  them.  That 
suggestion  made  by  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment was  acceded  to  by  the  French 
government.  It  had  been,  without  instruc- 
tion, supported  by  her  Majesty's  minister 
at  Madrid,  acting  only  from  a  desire  to 
produce  conciliation,  and  directed  by  that 
excellent  sense  which  distinguished  all  bb 
conduct.  The  suggestion  was^  at  tlM 
same  time*  made  without  any  knowledge 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  SpuiMh 
government  construed  an  article  of  tha 
Spanish  constitution.  It  appeared,  by  to 
article  of  the  constitution,  that  the  Regent 
was  invested  with  all  the  authority  of  tbt 
King,  in  whose  name  laws  were  pronal 
gated.  It  did  not  appear  to  ber  Majealj*t 
Government  that  the  mere  recepiioo  of 
letters  was  such  an  act  of  royal  autboritj 
as  necessarily  required  the  intenrentioB  of 
the  Regent.  The  answer  to  those  leHon 
was  quite  a  different  thing.  That,  of 
course,  might    involve    political    oooso« 

Suences,  which  would  render  indispeoaaUo 
le  intervention  of  the  Regent  He  wm 
sorry  to  say  that  the  interpretatioo  |MBt 
upon  the  article  of  the  constitutioo  by  tbo 
Spanish  government,  though  he  believed  h 
a  conscientious  and  honest  interpretatioo, 
proved  an  insurmountable  objectioo  to  tin 
reception  of  the  French  ambaasador.  Ib 
consequence  of  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment declined  to  accede  to  the  propoaal 
which  was  made  by  the  French  anboo- 
sador,  and  supported  by  her  Majestyls 
Ministers  in  the  way  he  had  mentioood, 
and  the  French  ambassador  fonmdly  took 
leave.  This  appeared  a  trifling  matter— « 
matter  of  mere  etiquette^  which  hardly 
deserved  the  consideration  which  it  at  pre- 
sent received.  But  at  the  moment  frfMS 
this  took  place  her  Majesty's  Ooveramant 
were  engaged  in  an  earnest  endoavoar  to 
obtain  that  which,  in  the  present  condition 
of  Spain,  would  be  of  the  utmost  poeaiUa 
importance  to  its  tranquillity,  namelv,  tko 
renewal  of  diplomatic  relations  wiili  ibo 
governments  of  northern  Eurt>pe.  Hmj 
had  a  prospect  that  that  endeavour  wonH 
be  successful,  but  they  couki  not  help 
foreseeing  that  the  rqactioB  of  tha 
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•ioDi  of  the  French  ambassador  to  deliver 
his  credentials  to  the  Queen  in  person 
would  be  f  iewed  by  these  powers  as  an 
act  derogatory  to  royal  authority  to  a 
degree  which  would  check  the  disposition 
of  a  renewal  of  friendly  relations  with  the 
Spanish  gorernment.  That  turned  out  to 
be  too  true.  He  hoped  that  the  restora- 
tion of  friendly  relations  was  only  delayed ; 
but  certainly  the  proceeding  adverted  to 
had  tended  to  delay  the  result  which  they 
were  so  anxious  to  accomplish.  Therefore 
it  was  that  this  event,  which  at  present 
appeared  to  have  no  great  importance  as 
a  matter  of  mere  ceremony  and  etiquette, 
might  have  serious  consequences.  Having 
answered  the  question  of  the  noble  Mar- 
queuyhe  must  say  he  was  quite  uninformed 
of  any  contradiction  that  had  been  given 
to  what  had  been  just  stated.  He  (the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen)  had  never  entertained 
but  one  opinion  on  the  subject  He  did 
not  know  to  what  difference  the  noble 
Marquess  alluded.  But  he  would  beg  to 
ask,  what  was  his  object  in  putting  this 
question  ?  Was  it  meant  to  be  insinuated 
or  implied  that  the  advice  given  by  her 
Majesty's  Government  was  given  with  any 
improper  or  unfriendly  feeling  towards  the 
S|Minisb  government?  If  so,  he  could 
assure  the  noble  Marquess  that  he  never 
was  more  misuken.  The  advice  was  re- 
ceived, though  not  acceded  to,  in  the 
spirit  in  which  it  was  offered — which  was 
a  desire  the  most  sincere  to  remove  diffi- 
culties out  of  the  wsy  of  the  Spanish 
government,  and  to  prove  the  friendly 
interest  felt  by  her  Majesty's  Government 
in  iu  stability  and  prosperity.  If  it  was 
really  intended  to  represent  this  as  an  in- 
dication of  want  of  interest  or  friendly 
feeling  towarda  the  Spanish  government, 
it  was  very  poor  work  indeed.  Let  the 
noble  Marquess  point  to  some  indication 
of  policy— to  some  act  on  the  part  of  her 
Majesty's  Government — which  deserved 
such  a  construction.  If  it  was  his  object 
to  cast  any  doubt  on  the  conduct  or  policy 
pursued,  by  her  Majesty's  Government, 
that  course  would  be  intelligible;  but, 
even  if  the  noble  Marquess's  impression 
were  correct,  this  trifling  matter  could  fur- 
nish no  ground  for  any  imputation.  He 
would  venture  to  say  that,  if  the  Spanish 
government  was  on  that  floor — if  tbey 
were  there  in  peison — he  would  con- 
fidently appeal  to  them  to  declare  whether 
they  had  ever  experienced  greater  cor- 
diality,   greater   tneodshipt   or   greater 


efforts  to  render  them  service  than  from 
her  Majesty's  present  Government.  He 
would  say  further,  that  the  expreuions  of 
their  acknowledgements  and  gratitude 
were  not  sparing  in  consequence.  The 
advice,  or  rather  suggestion,  to  which  the 
noble  Marquess  had  alluded,  was  made 
entirely  in  the  same  spirit ;  and  he  had  no 
doubt,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  obstacle 
which  he  admitted  was  quite  inauperable 
— for,  of  course,  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment must  be  considered  the  best  inter- 
preters of  their  own  constitution — had  it 
not  been  for  that  interpreution,  the  sug- 
gestion would  have  been  cheerfully  acce- 
ded to. 

The  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  would 
tell  the  noble  Earl  his  motives  in  putting 
the  questions,  which  were  quite  different 
from  what  the  noble  Earl  supposed.  First, 
be  must  express  his  perfect  satisfaction  at 
what  the  noble  Earl  had  said  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  was  quite  satisfied  particularly 
as  regarded  the  Spanish  government ;  but 
with  respect  to  his  remarks  on  the  slight 
importance  of  the  transaction  to  which 
the  question  referred,  he  thought  a  matter 
could  not  be  of  slight  importance  which 
concerned  the  suspension  of  friendly  re* 
lations  between  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain.  What  happened  between  those 
courts  could  not  be  a  matter  indifferent  to 
us.  Diplomatic  negotiations  and  com 
munications,  even  upon  matters  appa- 
rently trifling,  might  lead  to  very  im. 
portant  results.  He  did  not  see  so  moch 
of  a  tendency  as  he  had  hoped  on  the 
part  of  the  Queen's  Government,  to  repair 
the  coolness,  to  whatever  degree  it  existed, 
which  was  said  to  have  grown  up  between 
this  Government  and  that  of  France* 
They  were  given  to  understand  at  first 
that  our  relations  with  France  would  be 
improved  ;  but  somehow  or  other,  he  knew 
not  how  it  was — he  did  not  wish  to  im- 
pute blame  where  he  did  not  know  that 
blame  wasdue — but  it  had  happened  within 
the  short  space  of  time  aince  the  uMt 
Earl  was  placed  at  the  head  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  the  present  administration 
came  into  office,  that  there  had  been  three 
sources  of  difference  with  France,  two  of 
which,  at  least,  where  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance ;  therefore  he  thought  that  when 
he  saw  assertions  made  respecting  the 
conduct  of  our  Government  in  the  French 
chamber— -and  they  might  very  fairly  look 
with  considerable  anxiety  to  the  opiniona 
expreaaed  by  the  French  niiniiter»wh«i 
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thon  nporii  wfaick  l»d  gntenllj  goiw 
abroad,  that  it  wai  the  JDteDtioD  of  ibe 
Gorenneiit,  to  prupow  a  tai  upon  incooM. 
exempting  Irelaiia.  lie,  ihenlun,  pr^ 
pMed  to  call  their  I^nlKhiiM'  immediale 
attention  to  the  aubject,  aoil  tu-uturrow 
be  iliould  move    the    fulluwiug    mulu- 


they  uw  tliey  law  the  Spaoiih  tniDJatwi 
contradictitig  what  the  French  aiinitter 
had  said,  ho  thought  they  ini|;ht  fairly 
aak  fur  »%  much  iiirormation  aa  waa  eiten 
to  the  cliainbcTi  of  tVance  and  S|iain. 
The  noble  Kjtl  aaid  ho  did  not  kitow  to 
whai  hi-  alluded  in  speaking  of  reporli  of 
vaciiitioiia  in  the  iuitruclions  given  tu  Mr. 
AiitUM,  It  wai  tialed  in  the  public 
jouiiiuU  that  M.  (jonulea  had  laid  in 
the  Senate  at  Madrid  that  the  Engliah 
(lovi'rniiieni  hail  icen  rcnioii  to  modiry 
ntid  change  the  O|iiiiion  which  il  hnd  ea- 
prckiird.  It  waa  perrrdly  true  that  thii 
Tcati-d  on  the  authority  of  newapipen. 
Itm  tiewipapera  hod  grfal  eflici  in  ihit 
and  other  couutrict:  and  if  iho  Spaniih 
and  i'tench  public  weic  m  informed,  lliere 
rould  be  no  harm  in  wiihiiig  the  Uritiik 
public  10  be  better  informal.  He  mnsi 
re[)«ut,  that  he  bad  heard  with  great  laiia- 
ractiiiii  the  declaration*  of  the  noble  l^arl. 
He  did  not  accuie  him  of  any  unfriendly 
feelingt  towardi  either  the  Sgtaniih  or 
French  guvKBmenla.  He  waa  sorry  ihat 
queitiuiii  wure  ktill  illoal,  he  kutw  not 
bow  or  why,  which  might  ha*e  a  wrioui 
ell'fcl  Di)  the  atfaJTi  of  Kuiope,  and  he 
ahuuld  be  very  gUd  to  tee  the  Fivncli 
governBent  ioduccd,  by  any  mean*,  to 
ratiff  tbc  treaty  iuto  which  il  had  ciiiered. 
Subject  at  an  end. 


I.NroiiK  Tai  ]  I>ird  Braufkam  had  to 
call  the  attentiuo  of  their  Lunltltipa  tua 
•ubjeii  (ifgn-at  impiirtaiii.v.  lie  would  duv 
■Mtlv  girr  uiitii-u  tn  bin  iiiilil*  Friend,  tlie  , 
Tr^idcut  of  the  tbonl  uf  Trade  of  n-rtaiu  ,  ""^^ 
reMiluti'Ms  which  he  waa  abi>ni  to  Uy  on 
the  Table.  He  wul.l  nmtrnt  hiuiH-lf  at 
pm>rnt  with  reading  them,  and  riatiug 
that  he  miiuM  muve  thnii  to-mvrruw,  and 
takv  the  •viiK'  of  (lie  IIi'Uh;  oil  tlie  aubjcct 
lie  niighi  niiurk,  hnwevt-r.  that  be  tmk 
thi*  ciiurMc  (laing  lnuliat  lie  taw  in  the 
tiite<  in  the  ntlier  Ili'iif  uf  rariiament. 
In  Ibex-  vtitCH  4nd  ilm-umi-iii*,  laid  lirfiirr 
the  ll«ii-4-.  he  piniiied  tl.r  outline  of 
a  nry  ini|M<rtatil  (inaniia!  pUn,  Im  tl<« 
greater  part   <>f  whi.h.ii-  jt   pn^ut 


"  I.  Tliat  I  direct  taa  upon  income  oojtht 
never  to  be  resorted  to,  unleii  in  mibc  |rcai 
emeiKeney  of  puMie  affiurf,  whao  an  citnor- 
diniry  eipendiiure  my  become  unavoidable 
for  a  time,  or  in  Mine  preiaure  u|mm  the  Smq- 
ei-t  of  Itie  couDlry  winch  eau  be 


■i.  "  Tliai  luch  a  tax  ought  ou  no  account  to 
fiiniifiinurihcurdiii3iy  icvcnncof  thcSiaie,biit 
to  criie  witli  ihv  necesiiijr  w)ilch  alone  could 
jniiify  it<  ia{>o>ili»n  ;  inainiuch  a*  bciida  all 
the  otlier  olijrcinint  In  which  it  iv  liaU*^  Ma 
inquiiitorial o}«niina  UinR  eiiuallj  Tnauoua, 
ittiatevcr  kumi  ure  lefied,  ilie  (aetlily  of  lu- 
crGdtiiig  il>  amount  Bcuirdinij  to  ihc  rail  or 
t<jp)>Dt<.tl  eiigrnviet  uf  the  public  icriiec, 
I'tfcTt  a  conltanl  limpMllun  lu  extraraj'^^ 
oil  the  pin  uf  the  (luvciamrnl,  rrniaviiif  |he 
mutt  eflrctual  rlieek  upon  impravidenlcipc*- 
iliiiire.  uid  diipciiiing  wiih  ihi:  necMMty  of 
seckiiif;  a  revenue  id  rtlrctii.lineot, 

■■  3.  I1i4l  altliuugh  tli«  actual  dikiency  ia 
tbc  revenue  tu  mcel  ttir  expcmliiure,  aiMJOBl. 
Ill);  to  alHiut  »eteti  millium  and  ■  half  ia  five 
jream,  aii<l  Ibt  e>ijmate(l  deficieocj  for  tha 
neil  year,  amounliog  to  above  two  mllinnl 
balf^  be«idt*  proWbla  deaakda 


la  the  Eaai,  maj  tN- 
alicnipt  10  locraaw  by  ■■» 


u-humjredth    pan 
I   impOHibiliiy    of 


from  tbi'  lUlc  of  a 
dor  tbe  icmpuiai^ 
nacMiary,  aliet  an 
tweuLielh  tlic  dutiri 
ended     in     oLtiming    ; 

[hereby    rriivin^ 

J  any  fuilher  r 
latei  on  i.i>n«jniplian,  while  the  relief  wkich 
may  ]uiil«  fa*  fipcciid  to  ooamarea  aad  l> 
bnaoce  Irom  k>wei]n]t  OioH  lufli  eauol  tia 
niiide  luimcdialcly  avaiUlil*  ^  yet  il  Tiihoin 
the  riTliaraenl,  at  faithful  piardiaoi  of  tho 
|«i<|>l('i  ripliti  aiHt  inttmii,  lo  lake  care  thai 
diiririi;  the  ti-ai)H>rary  eiiitence  of  ihii  laa,  ila 
prr*tu'e  ihill  t<e  diiinbuied  la  lueti  a  ■aaacr 
ai  »haU  mJie  it  oioil  eawlv,  nou  paiw«il]r,be 

*■  4.  That,  with  Ibii  view,  it  ■■  6ti(  of  aH 

ultify  tl>c  propla  Ihat  Ibci*  tluM 

Uil   tUl    dM 


ixil.  he  ■'•>ul(t  give  hi>  hrurty  and  intire  i  hifhni  ptnunafrt  in  ibt  tiaic  ihall  be  per- 
a)>pr-li.->ti<'n.  mori.'  •■«pet-ially  t>>  thai  part  milled  to  hue  ihtir  due  »hare  uT  •  burden 
of  i;  which  embriiAit  the  gre^i  im}<Ti»e-  '  *Wh  iSfctute  n«'««*iiy  alone  could  watraat 
mei'tn  iP-pswl  in  ■•nr  e.«imer.-iJ  lariir  '^*  I'^rliaweni  to  impo^ 
He  i»-rr...eJ  by  the  xMe*.  that  an  in- ■  "  »■  Tbat  •lU,  .h.«-«  v«  n  ■  ..p, 
',..  '.    iji_  I       1       to  nake  a  ditlinclioa  bci««*n  ii 

'"!."^' .    ■^'.".1  ''L' / I'^'.J*!'!..?!??':-;  f"« "I""" ■( '"T de«r,p,i.„ 


agrrnl   t",    whirh 
Irelaml.    and    frutn    that 
thought  there  miut  be 


t..  he  I 


■ntini 


I IX  1-1 
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Bankrupiq/. 


{Maecb  14} 


^6.  Tbtt  with  Ibe  tame  fiew,  it  it  expe- 
dient to  make  a  dietinction  between  income 
poMetsed  by  pertoni  who  bave  only  an  inter- 
est in  the  tame  for  their  liTes,  or  for  tome 
letter  term,  and  income  pottetted  b^  pertont 
who  have  an  interett  in  the  capital  from 
whence  the  income  aritet,  levying  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  latter  income  than  of  the 
tormer. 

**  7.  That  with  the  tame  Tiew,  it  is  expedient 
to  make  no  distinction  in  favour  of  pertont  in 
the  civil  service  of  the  ttate,  or  of  (Kcrsont  re- 
ceiving pentiont  from  the  ttate. 

**  8.  That  it  is  neither  contistent  with  justice 
nor  with  sound  policy,  to  levy  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  tax  upon  larger  incomes  than  upon 
smaller,  and  that  an  exemption  of  even  the 
tmallett  incomes  from  the  operation  of  the  tax 
can  only  be  juatified  upon  the  tuppoiition  that 
their  owners  are  wholly  unable  to  pay  it. 

'*  9.  That  while  it  is  the  doty  of  the  people 
to  bear  thote  burdens  which  are  necessary  for 
tupporting  the  credit  of  the  country,  and 
maintaining  the  security  of  its  widely  extended 
dominions,  it  is  equally  the  doty  of  Parliament 
to  afford  them  every  procurable  relief,  by  en- 
forcing the  roost  rigorout  economy  in  all  the 
departmenu  of  public  aervice ;  by  ditcouraging 
all  proceedings  which  may  endanger  tlie  con* 
tinuance  of  peace;  and  by  adopting  whatever 
measuret  may  best  conduce  to  the  improve* 
mcnt  of  our  commercial  resourcei ;  and  that 
it  is  in  an  especial  manner  incumbent,  without 
any  delay,  to  remove  any  income  tax,  what- 
ever be  imposed,  as  soon  as  it  shall  appear 
that  the  ordinary  branches  of  the  revenue  have 
recovered  from  their  temporary  depreaaioo." 

Their  Lordabipt,  would,  to-morrow, 
have  an  opportunity  of  exerdaiog  their 
undoubted  eonstitutioual  right  of  taking 
into  coDBideration  the  new  financial  plan 
which  appeared  to  be  resolved  upon 
from  the  votes  of  the  other  House,  and 
they  could  do  this  with  far  greater  advan- 
tage now,  than  if  they  waited  until  the 
other  House  had  ooine  to  a  vote  on  the 
subject,  and  it  came  before  their  Lordships 
in  the  shape  of  a  money  bill,  which,  thus 
presented  to  them,  they  would  only  have 
the  alternative,  of  either  rejecting,  or  of 
accepting,  altogether. 

The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  Table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

B A  N  K  &u  PTC  Y.]  The  Lord  Clumcellor 
laid  ou  the  Table  of  the  House  a  bill  for 
tl»e  Amendment  of  the  Law  respecting 
Bankruptcy.  He  did  not  then  intend  to 
enter  into  any  details,  but  reserved  him- 
aelf  until  the  second  reading.  At  present 
he  would  only  state  that  this  bill  in  its 
main  features  was  founded  on  the  report 
of  a  commissiaa  appointed  for  the  porpoae  I 
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of  considering  the  law  of  bankraptcy,  and 
was,  therefore,  in  this  respect  similar  to 
the  bill  proposed  by  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  who  bad  immediately  preceeded 
him  in  his  office.  He  had  employed  in 
preparing  it  the  same  gentleman  who  had 
been  employed  by  bis  noble  and  learned 
Friend,  and  who  was  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners. The  bill  in  must  particulars  cor- 
responded with  that  of  hia  noble  and 
learned  Friend,  and  those  parts  in  which  it 
differed  would  be  subjects  of  fair  discuuion 
and  consideration  in  a  future  stage. 

Lord  Brougham  wished  to  know  whether 
the  bill  contained  any  extension  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  of  1832. 

The  Lord  Chancellor^  It  bad  been  re- 
commended by  the  commissioners,  and 
suggested  also  by  some  of  the  principal 
merchants  in  the  city,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  increased  facility  of  com- 
munication, the  jurisdiction  of  the  town 
commiisioners,  which  by  practice  had 
been  limited  to  a  radiua  of  forty  miles 
round  London,  should  be  extended  to  a 
greater  distance,  which  would  be  done; 
and  as  to  the  provisions  alluded  to  by  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend,  they  bad  been 
found  to  work  so  well  that  he  propoaed  to 
extend  them  to  the  whole  kingdom. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 


FiMAVCB.]  Eari  FUzwUliam  baring 
presented  petitions  from  Kettering  and 
several  other  plaoest  many  of  ihem  from 
agricaltoral  districts,  against  the  pro- 
poaed new  Corn-laws,  said,  he  heard  with 
great  aatiafaction  the  coorse  which  hisnoble 
and  learned  Friend  (Lord  Brougham)  had 
proposed  to  take.  There  was  much  that 
waa  beneficial  in  the  financial  plan  that  had 
been  proposed  by  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  mtich  which  waa  eottiled  to 
their  Lordshipa  applause.  But  ho  cer- 
tainly was  never  more  astonished  in  bis 
life  than  when  be  beard  it  was  proposed  to 
revive,  not  the  property  tax,  but  the  in- 
come tax.  They  might  call  it  a  Property- 
tax  if  they  pleased — they  might  seek  a 
little  temporary  popularity  under  that 
pretence— but  it  was  an  Income-tax,  which 
if  a  Property-tax  was  at  least  the  worst 
form  of  that  tax.  The  tax  ought  to  have 
been  the  property  tax — a  tax  on  real  and 
realized  property,  which  would  be  a  fair 
and  just  tax.  As  to  taxing  occupying 
tenants  for  the  miserable  amount  which  it 
would  produce,  it  was  a  asere  delusion. 
It  must  ultimately  fall  on  the  laDd»  and  it 
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w\«u1il  b«v«i  Nr«n  much  better  openW  to 

h«v«t  )»ut  on  A  I  All  J  tA\.     AlVr  the  nolict 

in  hei  MjiK«tY*«  «|HNvh  ^  the  diftmsed 

«lau   oi*  mAiiut'jK*iur««  ami  triile  he  was 

«ur|«fi«e\t  tSji  the  i%overiiiuefit  touse^t  to 

r«i«c  tk*  !jr^  A  revenue  m  upwards  of'  a 

wriiKMi  hvm  th<.  <iujiU  |^*«t»  of  this  ais-  J  Npeo  dnwn  up  ia  m  sitttfiKtarr 

tr%-«MM   vlii*.     rhs'  tjnest  sihI  the  hcst  1  »iHiU.   however.  euBiae  and  Uj 

^•*,  .•  >*;♦  of^-ooo.  wx*  to  tA\  reilweJ  '  ^''^"v*"*"^  ^«   «^  TiWe  of  tke 


ftit 


He  wisM  tlwt  the  documents  ui  quMliMi 
shiHikl  be  procured  and  laid  oo  the  Tahl^ 
Sir  R.  P<tl  nid,  that  wwral  of  iIm 
ivtums  bad  been  rec«ived«  but  tbal  oikn 
had  HOC  cvtte  to  band.  Mas?  of  tiM 
returns  which  had  b«en  reoeiteo,  bad  ma/t 

Bm 


l\<.;x*iT«  !a.\i  oa  the  fable. 


whivh  hjd  been  neceivvd. 

Mr.  It'Wihme  beliered  lb« 
4ue«tiiL«  wvuld  he  laid  oa  the  Tabk 
,  lls.HU«  liuiui^  the  ctNine  of  tb« 


V  vU  St:  Ob'  COMMONS. 

->l^kK    «J<^%.    OlBlll  I  !■■  I   P*!«M. 

«*-      Si*mI    ««*iiMt«>  .    ?JlMHk«  9'Mtilt««i    '"Sim.' 

'^M^.tf.  ^4MllMr*  "iwiviwvrMwm     >Sl«||  T«l     «.' 

r^«««   *««•      ki*M  WM  W<M  Sw^^wua  4i 


^■■*i 


■    -^         ^ 


•     ••'*  •»       ft        ■* 


.'^s*««* 


«.-  .^ 


«  «• 


IT" 


% 

T  A  ^       ^  >« 
^    W   •»%"      ^ 


«» 


t»"\«*     J    i-1 


-n    .^  r 

■.>,M  ■^*  •'tn 

^•■•*     ■•n  ^*fc 


Tki   o>   Riiiwftis.1    Mr. 
beijQced  w  ask  the  r^pht  kw. 
the  t.'boiKVi'W  of  the  Excbeiti 
he  lateaced  :o  pcifuwr  aov 
the  n«Ak*  of  cutlecsia^  tae 
ou  ntiw:&rf  ^ 

he   h*i    r^xvived    «artiNai 
ctua^Jt^C  the  st^iftf  ia  which 
le  TTcwae  Vtm  .  aad  he  hmi  as 
tv;  OMMvac  ql*  in  SkCencua 

Mrce»  oJOoev^M  w*c^  siaw^v^  ft 
ie  liMi  «  ve«  :«mn!it  w 

S  .  T-l       \ 
'>II|QC>M  ^  aM 

■*»  \-W  ^*:v:w"K«auil>  il  5 
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«I3  Spaht—Tht  {Mabcb  14} 

Tm  Nsw  Corn-Law,]  Lord  H'ortle^ 
begged  to  iiquJR  what  wu  the  amouot  of 
n*fDue  which  the  riftht  hon.  BaiDsct 
expected  would  accrue  froiu  bis  propowd 
Corn-law  i 

Sir  Robert  Pert  matt  Oeclioe  aoswcriDg 
Ibe  queatioD.  The  Nittject  would  codk 
under  diacuaaion  on  Friday  uigbt 


Frenek  Ambtutador.         £14 

Bill,     tt  waa  desirable  that  the  nibjec 
abould  be  contidered  in  a  full  Houm,  r"' 


Dot  at  any  late  period  of  the  ercniog.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  right  hoo. 
Gentleman  mesnt  to  htiag  forward  the 
hill  to-night,  mid  if  to,  whether  he  meant 
it  ihould  take  precedence  of  other  busioesi. 
The  Chanc^or  of' the  Exehetjutr  waa 
about  ti)  Buggeat,  that  the  Houm  abould 
go  into  committee  and  allow  him  to  intn>- 
hiM  amendment,  and  the  name*  of  the 


Tub  Income  Tax — IticKTOt'  Pi 

iNO.]     Mr.  (.'.  Bulier  begged  tc ^ „  „  .„^ 

qoestioD  to  the  Speaker  on  a  point  of  form  commissioncra  whom  he  ^ouTd  "propose 
coonected  with  a  subject  of  vast  impor-  i  that  evening.  In  that  case  the  bilfwould 
tance  — the  proposed  Income-tax.  The  be  printed  to-morrow,  and  tbeo  the  dis- 
nght  hoD.  Baronet  the  first  Lord  of  the  ,  cawoa  might  take  pUce.  He  hoped,  that 
Treasury  had  introduced  the  lubjert  on  ],„  (he  amendmenU  ho  had  introduced. 
riday  last     '^~  —  — *        — ....u     ■■         ...  • 


Friday  last.  On  Friday  next  he  would 
Hk  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  a  resolu- 
tion with  respect  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Inconie-tax.  Now,  as  the  subject  was  of 
that  kind  which  would  render  it  desirable 
that  the  Ojniiion  of  the  counlrv  with  re-  , 
ntd  to  it  should  be  known  before  the 
Houi 


House  came  to  any  decision,  he  wished 

ask  the  right  boo.  Speaker  whether,  ac- 

..       .   ~i.    r  r  .1      IT  -r    ■        uui  11X111  ivufcuicnt,  lur  II  nc  pniDosca  u 

House  abould  ainee  in  the  6rst  staM  to    ..  ..    ..     '^^.      .   .  ' 


House  abould  anee  in  the  6rst  stage  to 
rccein  the  right  non.  Baronet's  resdution, 
it  would  be  possible  afterwards  to  receire 
any  petitioo  from  the  people  against  the 
adoplioD  of  the  tax. 

Tbe  Speaker,  in  reply  to  the  question  of 
tbe  boa.  and  learned  Gentleman,  said  that 
it  waa  against  tbe  rules  of  that  House  that 
any  petitloa  should  be  receiTed  against 
any  tax  which  bad  come  under  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House;  snd  therefore, 
after  the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad  proposed 
his  resolution,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
receire  any  resolution  against  tbe  tax  in 
queelioo. 

Mr.  C.  BiUer  would  put  it  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite,  whether,  after  the 
•tatement  tbe  House  had  just  heard  from 
the  Chair,  it  was  his  intention  to  ask  the 
House  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
tbe  Inoome.tax  next  Friday,  or  whether 
he  should  allow  some  time  for  the  expres- 
sion  of  the  opioioB  of  tlte  country  upon 
the  point? 

Sir  R.  Peel:  It  is  my  intention  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  rascdution  on  Friday  next. 

Sul^ect  at  an  end. 

PoBoaar  of  ExcRxqun  Bili.s.^  Lord 
J.  RueteU  wished  to  put  a  question  ta  the 
rigbl  ban.  Gentleman  the  Chaocellor  of 
itac  Exchequer,  respecting  the  time  at 
wbidi  be  intended  to  bring  on  the  discus- 
sioa  of  tbe  Forgery  of  Bxdicqucr-bilU 

VOL.  LXI.    (acf 


many  objections  to  the  hill  would  be  obri- 
ated,  and  if,  therefore,  there  was  a  prospect 
of  the  House  being  likely  to  agree  to  it,  he 
would  like  to  go  into  committee  immedi- 
ately, before  the  other  Onien  6t  the  Day 
came  on. 

Lord  J,  Rutsetl  said,  that  the  course 

proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 

:m  convenient,  for  if  he  proposed  to 


the  same  objection  attended  such  a  course 
as  could  be  urged  against  its  adoption  that 
evening,  inasmuch  as  there  wen  other  mo- 
tions on  the  paper  for  to-morrow,  which 
would  occupy  the  Houae  until  a  hte  hour. 
He  did  not  think  the  present  «ai  a  hill 
which  should  be  brought  forward  late  in 
the  erening. 

The  Chancellor  of  fht  Exeheqver  said, 
that  he  would  hare  the  bill  printed  to-mor* 
row,  and  in  the  hands  of  Members.  He 
•hould  bring  it  on  for  consideration  as  soon 
ss  possible. 

Spain.— The  FftKRCH  Ambassadoh.] 
Mr.  ^eil  wished  to  put  a  question  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  tbe  bead  of  the  Go- 
rernment  with  respect  to  recent  cTenta 
which  had  taken  place  in  Spain.  In 
order  to  make  the  question  intelligible,  he 
ihouldbeobliged  to  offer  a  few  introductory 
remarks.  It  was  notorious,  that  the  French 
government  had  sent  M.  Salnndy  to  the 
court  of  Spain  to  deliver  his  credentials 
10  the  Queen.  He,  bowerer,  was  not 
received,  and  the  Spanish  government 
passed  resolutions  highly  condemnatory  of 
the  proceedings  of  thst  of  France.  M, 
Gonzales,  tbe  president  of  the  council, 
declared,  on  the  24tb  of  February,  that, 
ilihough  the  British  Goremment  hsd  at 
lir>t  spproved  of  tbe  proceedings  of  the 
French  court,  jet,  that  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
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deen  had  afterwards  wen  fit  to  chaog^e 
his  opinion  upon  the  subject.     He  firlt 
that  any  referencM  either  to  the  debates 
ID  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  or  the  Cones 
were  ^nerslly  to  be  deprecated,  but  he 
did  feel,  that,  if  a  French  minister  made 
atatements  affecting  the  character  of  an 
En^iith  miniiter,  that  the  House  cuieht  to 
be  in  pofisention  of  a  full  know  led  |i:e  of  the 
truth.    He  found  it  asserted,  that  M.  Gui« 
tot  had  stated,  that  he  had  official  know- 
ledge of  a  despatch  written  by  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen   to  our  minister  at  Mudrid,  in 
which  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  had  gtten  hit 
fullest  sanction  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
French     government.      M.   Guizot    had 
added,  that  he  had  too  much  confidence 
in   the  firmness  of  mind  and  honour  of 
the  E«rl  of  Aberdeen  to  suppose  that  he 
would  hsve  retracted  his  previously  de- 
clared opinion.     The  questions  which  he 
wished   to   put   were,  first,  whether  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  had  written  to  Madrid, 
eipressing  his  concurrence  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  French  government  in  refer- 
ence to  the  course  which  it  had  pursued 
wiih  regard   to  the  presentation   of  M. 
S«lvandy's  credentials?  And  next,  whe 


of  opinion  wu  likely  to  ariae  batwat*  Urn 
governmenta  of  France  and  Spain,  ibtt 
might  lead  to  the  interruption  of  ell  dU 
plomatic  intercourse.  The  British  Go* 
vernment,  therefore,  felt  it  to  be  their 
duty,  actuated  by  a  sincere  feeling  of 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  Spain,  to  Itndor 
their  advice  to  the  Spanish  gofarnaset 
with  respect  to  that  possible  causa  of 
difference.  There  had  recently  been  io 
Spain  an  attempt  on  the  palace  of  tho 
Queen— an  attempt  to  seiae  her  najcatyla 
person.  There  had  been  conakbrablo 
excitement  and  disturbance  in  aooM  of 
the  provinces  of  Spain.  The  aenao— tho 
deliberate  sense,  in  his  opinion,  of  tho 
people  of  Spain,  was  in  favour  of  tho 
existing  government,  and  this  had  (ivto 
energy  to  the  government,  and  enahlod 
them  entire Iv  to  suppress  thoaa  atttmpcai 
The  British  Government,  however,  thooght 
it  would  be  unfortunate  for  Spain  if» 
shortly  after  this  excitement,  the  diplo- 
matic intercourse  between  Franee  nad 
Spain  should  be  suspended.  The  Britiah 
Government  had  very  recently  aandt  pvo» 
posalf  to  the  northern  courts,  particolarlj 
to  Austria,  earnestly  recomnending  thni 


ther,  if  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  had  acted    they  should  recognise  the  existing 


in  that  manner,  he  had  afterwarda  ex- 
pressed any  different  opinion  7 

Sir  Robert  Peel  cordially  concurred 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  Isment- 
ing  that  any  necessity  should  arise  for 
making  reference  in  that  House  lo  de- 
bates and  discussions  in  popular  assem- 
blies in  other  countries.  In  order  that  he 
might  properly  explain  the  courae  pur«ued 
by  the  Bniiih  Government  with  res|)ert  to 
the  matter  alluded  to  by  the  ripht  hon. 
Gentleman,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him 

to  enter  a  little  into  detail.  Whatever  ,  nition  of  the  existing  governnnnt  aiigllt 
opinion  the  Government  might  have  en-  fail.  The  Britith  Government.  thevafiBri, 
teitained  or  ei pressed  on  the  subject,  it  i  expressed  an  opinion  lo  the 
had  not  hsd  the  slightest  practical  influ-  ,  of  Spain,  that  it  might  be 
ence  on  the  course  pursued  by  the  Spanish  \  reconcile  this  difference.  Tbt  qneatim 
government  with  reference  to  M.  Sal-  i  aruAe  on  the  54th  article  of  tha  COOHitO" 
vandy.  That  government  had  taken  its  |  tioo.  which  declared  that  the  regent 
course  on  its  own  sense  of  duly  before  the 
Opinion  of  the  British  Government  wa* 
received  at  Madrid.  The  question  was 
then  disposed  of,  and  therefore  the  ex-  I  ge«ted  to  the  government  of  Spain,  ihoi  it 


ment  of  Spain,  for  the  purpose  of  givteg 
stability  to  that  government,  and  thionn 
that  to  encourage  the  people  to  npply 
themselves  to  those  puranita  of  lodMtry 
and  ordinary  occupatiooa  of  lile,  ior  which 
a  state  of  tranquillity  waa  ao  bvoonMa^ 
and  the  Biiiisb  Govenimcnt  entertaiond 
serious  apprehensions  that  if  there  shooid 
be,  on  the  ground  on  which  they  faniod 
it  might  take  place,  an  iatermption  of  tho 
diplomatic  relations  between  Franea  nod 
Spain,  their  efforts  to  procure  the 


exercise  all  the  authority  of  king,  in  wl 
name  the  acis  of  eovernment  aheoM  ho 
published.    The  British  Govtmmaot 


pres»iun  of  the  opinion  of  the  Brilish 
Govtrument  had  bad  no  practical  bearing 
00  it.  M.  Salvaody,  the  Frertch  ambas- 
sndor  St  Madrid,  was  accredited  by  the 
King  of  the  French  to  Queen  Isabel.'  The 
British  Government  heard  with  great  re- 
gret, thai  at  n  critknl  penod  n  difference 


ha  owde^ 

ivgeol  Ob 


mi^ht  be  poisible  that  an  arraogeoMOt  of 

the    following    nature  ahould 

which   should   reserve   to  I  he 

Spain  the  whole  of  the  anthority 

that  constitution  intended  lo 

bim,  and  yet  reapect  ihe  mynljlignit j  io  • 

asatltff   which   the   BiitiA 
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tbooght  right  to  consider  ooe  of  ceremony 
and  eliqnette  rather  than  of  a  aabttantial 
character.  The  Britith  Oofemment,  there- 
fore, aoggested  an  arranfement  of  thit 
nature: — M.  Salrandy  being  accredited 
to  the  qoeen,  and  not  to  the  regent,  the 
British  OoYemment  proposed  that  the 
letters  of  which  M.  Saltandy  was  the 
bearer  should  bt  delivered  to  the  queen  in 
the  presence  of  the  regent ;  but  that  any 
act  of  authority  connected  with  the  reply 
to  those  letters  should  be  performed  by 
the  regent,  and  that  any  answer  delivered 
in  the  name  of  the  queen  should  be  de- 
livered by  the  regent.  The  course  thos 
suggested  was  soosewhat  similar  to  that 
pursued  in  the  cases  of  Greece  and  of 
brasil,  when  the  sovereigns  were  minors.  In 
the  case  of  Greece  letters  of  credence  were 
delivered  to  the  infant  sovereign  in  the 
presence  of  the  regent,  and  handed  by  the 
king  to  the  regent.  In  the  case  of  Brasil, 
the  regent  issoed  a  decree,  requiring  the 
letters  of  credence  of  foreign  ambassadors 
to  be  delivered  to  bim  in  the  absence  of 
the  king.  This  assumption  on  his  part 
was  resisted  by  the  courts  which  had 
accredited  minislers  to  Brasil,  and  an  ar- 
rangement was  made,  by  which,  in  that 
case,  the  letters  were  delivered  to  the 
regent  in  the  presence  of  the  king.  But 
before  the  advice  tendoed  by  the  British 
Govemasent  could  be  received  by  the 
Spanish  government,  the  latter  acted  on 
their  own  construction  of  the  constitution 
of  Spain.  He  believed  that,  in  giving  that 
construction  to  the  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion, they  acted  with  perfect  sincerity. 
The  government,  and  he  believed  the 
Cortes,  resolved  that  it  was  inconsistent 
with  the  constitution  that  the  queen  should 
receive  the  letters  of  credence,  and  even 
that  acts  of  ceremony  should  be  per- 
formed by  the  regent.  The  British  Go- 
vernment never  questioned  the  perfect 
right  of  the  Spanm  government  to  place 
its  own  construction  on  the  constitution ; 
and,  as  he  had  before  ststed,  the  Spanish 
govemanent  had  given  its  construction 
and  acted  upon  it  before  the  advice  of  the 
British  Government  had  reached  Madrid. 
The  Brttbh  Government  had  suggested  a 
different  construction  of  the  article  of  the 
constitution,  solely  from  a  sincere  desire 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  Spain,  and  be- 
caoee  they  were  apprehensive  of  those 
resulu  which  had  subsequently  taken 
place;  but  thty  never  qnestiooed  the  per- 
fect right  of  the  Spanish  government  and 


authorities  Co  decide  the  question  for 
themselves.  They  were  the  supreme  an- 
thority  on  the  point,  and  the  advice  of  the 
British  Government  was  offered  before  the 
construction  of  the  article  of  the  constita« 
tion  by  the  Spanish  authorities  was  known. 
With  the  construction  given  by  them  to 
their  own  constitution  no  other  party  had 
a  right  to  quarrel ;  but  the  opinion  of  the 
British  Government  had  never  changed 
on  this  subject.  He  knew  not  on  wnat 
authority  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site said,  that  Senor  Gontales  had  stated 
that  there  had  been  a  change  in  the  opi- 
nion expressed  by  the  British  Government 
with  respect  to  the  construction  of  the 
article,  that  tbs  act  of  ceremony  on  re» 
ceiving  the  credentials  might  be  performed 
by  the  queen.  This  was  the  suggestion 
offered  by  the  British  Government,  in 
ignorance  of  the  interpretation  that  might 
have  been  put  on  it  by  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities, and  the  report — a  newspaper 
report,  he  believed,  of  an  allegation  said 
to  be  made  by  Senor  Gonsales,  thst  the 
opinion  of  the  British  Government  had 
undergone  a  change,  was  without  fbunda* 
tion  and  incorrect.  Having  given  this 
answer  to  the  right  hon.  Gentlerosn,  and 
admitting  that  he  had  drawn  a  just  dis- 
tinction with  reference  to  his  qoestion,  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  in  future 
abstain,  as  far  as  poesible^  from  referring 
to  what  transpired  in  angry  debates  either 
in  the  Cortes  or  the  Chamber  of  Deputies ; 
for  nothing  had  a  greater  tendency  to  ex- 
cite constant  recriminations. 

Viscount  Pahnentan  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  thst  nothing  was 
more  to  be  deprecated  than  allusion  to 
the  proceedings  of  foreign  legislatures; 
but  he  deprecated  still  mora  thst  system 
of  non-interference  which  might  lead  to  a 
misconception  going  abroad  throughout 
Europe,  as  to  t^  opinions  and  the  acts  of 
the  English  Government  on  a  question  of 
such  grave  importance.  He  thougbtt 
under  all  the  circumstances,  that  the  Spa- 
nish government  had  been  called  on  to 
make  an  unworthy  compromise.  He  now 
begged  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
wl^ther^-the  fact  being  that  not  now  for 
the  first  time  misconceptions  hsdsrisen  as 
to  the  expressions  and  opinions  of  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Ministry— >it  would 
not  be  a  more  convenient  course  to  pursue 
in  the  present  instance,  as  in  the  case  of 
Algiers,  to  lay  opoa  the  Table  of  the 
House  any  despatchea  which  asight  have 

sa 


519 


ComBUl^ 


{COMMONS} 


BurdmnmLand. 


been  written  by  Lord  Cowley  or  Mr. 
Atton  bearing  on  the  differences  exiitiog; 
between  France  and  tSpain.  Such  docu* 
ments  would  at  once  show  what  was  the 
language  which  the  English  Government 
held  to  France  and  Spain  ;  and  it  was 
certainly  most  desirable,  in  every  point  of 
view,  that  these  contentions  in  other 
countries,  as  to  the  lanc:uage  of  the  Bri- 
tish  Government,  should  be  cleared  up. 

Sir  R.  Peel:  Hit  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  noble  Viscount  was,  that  hu 
had  already  sufficiently  explained  the 
course  of  Government,  and  their  motives 
in  the  conduct  which  they  had  adopted. 
Their  sole  wish  was,  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  Spain.  His  impression  was,  that 
it  would  be  moat  inconvenient  to  produce 
a  despatch  for  the  purpose  of  solving  a 
question  of  fact  between  two  foreign 
atates,  and  written  while  that  question 
was  pending.  If  he  were  to  produce  such 
a  document  now,  he  must  do  so  again,  and 
so  go  on  again  indefinitely.  As  he  had 
stated  what  the  views  of  the  Government 
were,  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  pro. 
ducing  this  despatch,  though,  if  he  were 
to  lay  it  before  Parliament,  he  believed  it 
would  be  found  not  to  reflect  any  discredit 
on  our  Government, 

Mr.  Sheil  observed  that  the  report  on 
which  he  had  grounded  his  question  ap> 
peared  in  the  Morwrng  Herald  and  Mem- 
wg  Chronicle,  and  upon  it  he  felt  justified 
in  asking  what  the  course  was  which  the 
Government  had  pursued. 

Sir  R.  Peel  cou\d  hardly  admit  that  the 
appearance  of  such  a  report  in  the  Morn* 
ing  Herald  and  Morning  Chronicle  was  a 
sufficient  ground  for  the  production  of  the 
despatch  which  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
called  for.  When  the  English  Govern- 
ment offered  its  advice,  they  were  not 
aware  of  the  position  in  which  the  Spanith 
government  stood  according  to  the  arti- 
cles of  their  constitution ;  but  the  mo 
ment  they  ascertained  the  fact,  they  ad- 
mitted the  Spanish  government  had  a 
perfect  right  to  put  the  proper  interpreta- 
tion on  their  own  usages.  M.  Guitot  was 
perfectly  right  in  his  anticipation  of  what 
the  conduct  of  thii  Government  would  be. 

Corn  Bill^Bvadevs  on  Land.] 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  go 
into  ('ommittee  on  the  Corn  Importation 
Hill  was  read. 

On  the  question  that  the  Speaker  dn 
leave  the  Chair, 


Mr.  IVard  said,  that  it  was  with  v«ry 
great  reluctance  that  he  offered  any 
opposition  to  the  further  progress  of  a  bill 
which  the  House  had  already  saDctiontd 
by  repeated  andlarge  majorities.  But  bw 
had  a  public  duty  to  perform.  His  motioB 
wasthe  proper  preliminary  to  any  legialatioa 
on  the  subject  of  the  Com^taws,  aud  it  was 
not  his  fault  that  it  was  not  ao  brosghl 
forward.  The  moment  the  House  gave  its 
assent  to  the  resolutions  on  which  tha  hiU 
of  the  right  hon.  Barouet  was  fousdedt 
he  took  the  earliest  notice  day  which  wm 
open,  on  which  to  6x  his  discuMioo. 
His  hopes  of  submitting  his  notion  oo 
the  day  he  had  selected  were  oerttiolj 
disappointed,  not  from  any  fault  of  hit, 
but  in  consequence  of  the  very  nnoannl 
appearance  of  the  benches  oppoail 
appearance  which  he  admittea  was 
counted  for  by  the  natural  deaire  of  ban. 
Gentlemen  to  give  the  right  hon.  Baronnt 
(Sir  R.  Peel)  a  day*s  relaxation  befbiw 
submitting  the  important  financial  alnin- 
ment  which  be  had  since  laid  befora  Pftr- 
liament.  He  (Mr.  Ward),  howevtri  hnd 
always  looked  upon  the  motion  which  bt 
wished  to  bring  before  the  House  aa  nb» 
solutely  essential  to  the  proper  conaidti* 
ation  of  the  question  of  the  Com-lawa.  It 
had  legitimate  claima  to  attention  froni  u 
intrinsic  importance,  and  it  derived  IM-Md 
weight  from  the  views  which  had  biM 
broached  in  the  late  debates,  and  from  tht 
opinions  of  men  who  were  of  the  higheii 
authorityon  economical  subjects.  Hefeond 
that  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Londna 
made  the  existence  of  certain  pccoUnr 
burdens  specially  affecting  the  agriculta* 
ral  interest  his  measure  of  oompensatiOB. 
He  found  the  noble  Member  for  Sundtf- 
land  assuming  the  existence  of  those  b«r* 
dens.  He  found  Mr.  M'Culloch  going 
into  the  subject  very  largely,  and  nn» 
turning  throughout,  as  the  basia  of  hia  nr^ 
gument,  that  there  were  bnrdena  mhUk 
preued  upon  the  land  to  the  amonnt  of 
Si,  per  acre ;  and  he  saw  the  right  h«l. 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Govemflscnt 
alMoiutely  taunt  hiiopponenta  with  a  want 
of  straightforwardness,  and  explieitncaa  is 
not  Stat  me  the  frrounds  of  their  8«.  doty, 
and  challenging  them,  if  they  wishad  Id 
enlighten  the  House  and  the  conntry  m 
to  their  motives,  to  discou  the  basis  of 
the  protection  which  they  proposed*  Bat 
the  right  hnn.  Baronet  himself  was  not 
much  moTv  specific  in  his  argnnenia  nt 
Icnsi  in  that  Houae.    Out  of  ihit 


531 


Corn  BUl^ 


{MARcn  14} 


Bwrdem  on  Land. 


Bi% 


he  bad  gooe  at  cooaiderable  datail  into 
tbta  tubjectt  aod  ibe  right  bon.  Geotle- 
mau*8  opinioo  being  a  matter  of  incalcu- 
lable importance,  since  bit  Tery  errors 
were  the  basis  of  legislation,  be  thought 
himself  justified  in  alluding  to  it,  espe- 
cially as  he  had  been  mach  more  reserved 
upon  tbe  subject,  since  the  discussion  on 
the  Corn-laws  had  commenced  in  Parlia- 
ment. He  should  first  advert  shortly  to 
tbe  opinions  given  on  this  subject  by  a 
high  authority  on  political  economv,  Mr. 
M'Culloch. 

"We  believe  that  land  is  more  heavily 
taxed  than  soy  other  species  of  property  in 
the  country ;  and  if  so,  its  owners  are  clearly 
entitled  to  insist  that  a  duty  should  be  laid  on 
foreign  com  when  imported,  suffiaent  fully  to 
countervail  the  excess  of  burdens  laid  upon 
the  land.*' 

**  If,"  was  said  to  be  a  great  peace- 
maker ;  but  not  in  this  instance,  for  Mr. 
M'Cullocb  assumed  what  he  was  bound 
to  prove,  that  land  was  more  heavily  taxed 
than  any  other  kind  of  property.  He 
then  proceeded — 

'*So  long  as  taxation  affects  all  classes 
equally,  none  of  them  has  any  peculiar  right 
to  complain  ;  nor  can  it,  however  heavy,  justify 
any  attempts  to  protect  either  one  or  more 
classes  from  foreign  competition.  But  when- 
ever it  ceases  to  be  equal,  whenever  it  presses 
mors  severely  on  some  than  others,  that  mo- 
ment do  those  that  are  most  heavily  taxed  ac- 
quire a  legitimate  claim  to  ao  equivalent  pro- 
tection, ft  is  impossible  to  refuse  them  this, 
without  trampling  on  every  principle  of  jus- 
tice. Such  protection  is  not  given  them  as  a 
favour,  but  to  keep  them  where  they  have  a 
right  to  be  kept— on  the  same  level  as  the 
other  classes  of  their  countrymen.  If  they 
be  relieved  from  these  peculiar  burdens,  the 
necessity  for  the  countervailing  duties  will  of 
course  cease,  and  they  may,  and  indeed  should 
be  repealed  forthwith ;  but  the  equalization  of 
taxation  at  home  must,  in  all  cases,  precede 
the  equalization  of  the  duties  on  importation 
from  abroad.  Land  is  a  species  of  property 
that  cannot  be  concealed ;  it  is  visible  to  every 
one  I  and  the  fair  presumption  consequently 
is,  that  it  will  be  more  heavily  taxed  than  the 
capital  of  the  manufacturer  or  merchant,  which 
it  is  frequently  very  difficult  to  trace.  Any 
one  hideed,  who  vrill  compare  tbe  amount  of 
poor-rate,  county-rates,  and  such  like  burdens 
paid  by  the  land,  with  that  paid  by  other  sorU 
of  property  will  be  satisfied  that  the  former  is 
charged  fu  beyond  its  foir  proportion.'' 

He  quite  agreed  with  tbe  doctrine,  that 
land  ID  England  bad  a  considerable  share 
of  the  public  burdens  to  bear,  bat  tbe  qoes« 
tioB  srasi  not  whether  the  land  wu  highly 


taxed  or  not,  because  they  alt  knew  it  wu : 
but  whether  it  was  more  highly  taxed  than 
property  derived  from  other  sources  of 
mdustry  and  labour.  They  could  not 
make  a  comparison  between  tbe  land  of 
England  and  that  of  Poland,  and  say  that 
one  paid  a  larger  duty  to  the  revenue  than 
the  other ;  but  in  order  to  entitle  them- 
selves to  a  protecting  doty,  the  land- 
owners most  show  that  they  bore  peculiar 
burdens,  as  compared  with  other  classes 
of  English  subjects.  They  mast  show 
that  they  were  subjected  to  those  burdens 
not  for  their  own  benefit,  bat  for  that  of 
the  other  classes  who  did  not  contribute 
to  them.  If  those  burdens  were  proved^ 
they  had  a  legitimate  right  to  protection  ; 
if  not,  a  double  injustice  was  done  to  tho 
other  classes.  He  now  came  to  the  speech 
of  the  right  bon.  Baronet, — 

"  I  now  come,  I  repeat,  to  a  most  important 
question  —  that  of  the  introduction  of  foreign 
com.  I  must  repeat  to  you  here  the  opinion 
which  I  have  declared  heretofore,  which  I 
have  declared  to  you,  and  also  in  the  Com* 
mons'  House  of  Parliament,  that  I  cannot 
consent  to  substitute  a  fixed  duty  of  8«. 
per  quarter  for  the  present  ascending  and 
descending  scale.  I  prefer  the  principle  of 
the  ascenaing  and  descending  scale,  and  I 
do  not  consider,  when  I  look  to  the  burden 
which  land  in  this  country  is  subjected  to, 
that  a  fixed  duty  of  8#.  per  quarter  on  com 
brought  here  from  Poland  and  the  north  of 
Europe  will  afford  sufficient  protection  to  the 
land  of  this  country.  The  proposition  of 
buying  com  in  the  cheapest  market,  is  cer- 
tainly tempting  in  theory  ;  but  before  you  de- 
termme  that  that  is  just,  you  must  ascertain 
the  amount  of  burdens  to  which  land  in  other 
countries  u  subjected,  and  compare  them  with 
the  burdens  imposed  on  land  in  this  country. 
Look  at  the  amount  of  poor-rates  levied  from 
land  in  this  country,  compared  with  the 
amount  levied  from  the  profits  of  manufiictures. 
Who  pays  the  highway-rate  ?  Who  pays  the 
church-rate  ?  Who  pays  the  poor-rate  and  the 
tithe?  I  say  not  altogether^but  chiefly — 
the  landed  occupier  of  tliis  country;  and  if 
there  be  com  produced  by  other  land  not  sub- 
ject to  those  burdens,  it  would  cleariy  be  not 
just  to  the  land  of  this  country  to  admit  that 
com  on  equal  terms.** 

The  convictions  entertained  by  the 
right  bon.  Baronet  at  present  on  this  sub- 
ject were  somewhat  new.  At  all  eventa 
the  opinions  of  gentlemen  connected  with 
the  agricultural  interest,  as  to  the  bur- 
dens which  pressed  on  land,  were  by  no 
means  fixed  or  unanimous  in  1834.  He  re. 
collected  a  curious  debate  in  that  year  on 
the  aubjeci  of  agricaltoral  distress.    Tho 
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•ubject  was  brought  forward  bj  the  Mar*  Gorernment  cao  do  will  remadj  or  paoc- 

quesg  of  Chandosy   who  drew  a   heart-  trate,  at  il  were,  the  intcrtticea  of  o«r 

rending  pictore  of  the  agriculturitta.     He  distreaa,"  of  which  the  curreocy  waa  iIm 

said —  cause,  and  mutt  be  the  cure.    Waa  hm 

••Their  savings  were  gone,  their  credit  hiid  «®'  J»»^«5^  «  f*?""^  that  at  that  period 

failed,  their  resources  were  exhausted,  their  "">  Wfl  of  uoanimity  prevmiled  at  to  iIm 

condition  wu  becoming  worse  every  day."  eiittencc  of  any  peculiar  bardeaa.     Wiik 

Tu.  ...     .  •  L   1  j^   ^  regard  lo  the  malt-duty,  ha  thoucbt  thov 

They  were  taid   to  be  weighed  down  _^         .  .     .  .^  ..     i*     .      ^  . .  i 

^:..    if  t      I         L  .  .1.  r  w^rc  indciMed  to  the  Speaker  for  havwc 

with    heavy    burdeot,   but  the  cause  of  ,.    .     .    ,  '^^ .  T^ 

«u«»       .        r   •!  TL^  dissipated  maav  erroncoua  viewa  oa  Uiib 

them  wat  perfectly  mytteriout.      There  ^  .^  v        u     Jl-  ^.       t   i^j^ 

WB,  a  ereai  deal  of  l^gue  talk    ..  .o  J)^*""'"'  ^  "{"f  *  P^JJ  '^J^ 

ihe  Prew-re  on  the  iaod :  but  Deilher  the  ^,,e7f  •»,,„,„  w..  ready  to  make  oluTlS 

right  hon.  Barooet,   nor  any  bodv  cUe.  .u^     u  i        -.     .    r  .u         i*  j  .^ ^ 

i"*!*     >  ■£  ;  ^       a'l     .L  the  whole  amount  of  the  mali-duty  COMO 

aeoned   or  tpecined   very  accurately  the  ^  .,  ,  r  .  ■  l  .  ••    l^.u^-  .li-  w^j 

.^^  ••      ■     '^  .    I    •  I  '         -.      'T  .L  out  of  bit  own  pocket,  **  whether  they  had 

peculiar  imposts  levied  upoo  it.    Tubes ,       .    ^^^  .    "  ^  ..  / 

1    i  ;  I.       "^  never  heard  of  such  a  peraoa  aa  tba  cos* 

aod  poor-rate,  were  by  no  «■«>»•  «>  Re-  ^         ^^  ceruiply  ^  DiKMMlhior 

nerally  "J«'«ted  od  as  tbe  fact  of  the  d.*-  ,^,  ,;,  ^    ^.^^  ^  /^  Ij;;;;    B,  gg^ 

trett.     The  malt  duty  wat  slightly  alluded  p     ^  .i\    ^^*c,^t,i    .l:.  «.^:.;^  2-   « 

._     ffii  ^         I  '        III  K-  I'cel)    connrmeu    tnia  opinioa  In  a 

to.    The  •urcharge.  on  horse.  a..d   U-  j^,,^,^  „-;,  ^^     „   ,  ^^J^^  ,  ,^^^ 

bourer.  employed  occasionally  a.  house-  ,^^„,     ,^,  ^^^        J^^y^  he  hid  d- 

hold  servants,  «ere  spoken  of;   and  .K,t  i^j^j' ,„j   j„  ^^4^,,    ,h,    m«,««i  of 

«.  ,„"h    ''■.  '  ^^  •'^"f "  .  "°J  K  Chaodo.  maintained  that  the  .ilt-dMr 

rK\"^ji?7  '"'"fi"'       irV"  '  "i  !5  t-ounted  to  70/.  or  80/.  a.y«r  o.  fli«^ 

threatened  to  swallow  up  the  land.    Lord  f,^„,  ^  ^^  ,^^    ^  fanim  w«3 

Spencer  agreed  in  this.  ,^  ^  unanimous  in  their  cry  for  tn  aim*. 

'   "  Nothing  that  conid  be  done  with  regard  to  tion,   and    the  noble  Marqueaa  cerlaiBly 

other  taxes,  would  afford  half  the  rehef  that  iq^^  ^^^^  jh^t  it   should    be  tufiieiesidy 

would  be  derived  from  a  better  adinii.istra.  .seeping,   for    he    propoaed    Uio   a 

tion  Of  the  poor-law.  extinction  of  the  duty.   Mr.  Handky 

The  only  way  he  knew  of  to  promote  said   that  the   malt-tax  •*  waa  tiM 

the  prosperity  of  agriculture  was  to  pro-  injudicious,  partial,  and  unjust  of  all 

mote  the  prosperity  of  those  who  became  sible  imposts.'*     The  right  boiu 

the   purchasers  uf  agricultural   produce,  rode  the  storm  gallantly  on  thia  ( 

This  difference  of    opinion  was   charuc-  lie  said, 

terisiic   of  the  whole  debate.      A   great       ..  ,f  ^o„  ^      ,  ^^j,  j„^  ^  ,  pcopttty^* 

uumber  of  gentlemen  connected  with  the  ynu  must  come,  and  I  congralulaU  vou 

landed   interest   took  part  in   it,  but  m-  ilrmen  uf  the  landed  interest,  oa  findii^ 

stead  of  the   deep  conviction   which  the  srUes  rrlievetl  from  the  pressure  of  the 

right  hon.  Baronet  announced   at  Tarn-  *u>  *nd  falling  back  on  a  good,  comfci 

worth  that  he  entertained,  there  wm  the  P'^"P»rty-«a'.  ^»«fc  •  P«>poaal,  pfobabij,  iara 

greatest     possible     coiiH.ct    of    upiuiuns  F"'*"V'^.'^*!r;i.  '^"'^  ^.'*' T^i'^fT^'^ 

r.    ._    .1    "^  r  I         11  h«jvy  lands  of  lhi«  country,  I  fttlicilali  VOW 

aa  to   the  causes  of  agricultural  decay,  j,.^  [,^       ^  ^^.^h  ,,„  t;^^  ff^ 

tvery   speaker    had    hit    own    nostrum.  heli«re  that  the  substitute  win  be  advaM 

Kvery  man    wat  his  own   burden-maker,  tn  your  interest,  be  it  *o;  but  do  not 

I^rd  Ashburtou  alludtd  to  beer-shop«,  and  ihn^e  who  ulTered  }ou  a  lioitly  wanria 

dwelt  upnn  the  impos^ibililv  of  the  land-  tiutioned  you  against  eicliaagiBf  Ika  IMl 

owner  takiri{;  up  and   layin-'  down  labc.ur  P'***"'^  o'  <^5  mali^uty  for  tbe  scowfa  m  a 

with  iliL-  same  f  jcilitv  as'ihe  roanufacturtr.  P^P«'«y-'»«' 

aMr.  CubUtt  aitributi'J   the  ev>l^   which        The  right  hon.  Member  Ibf  DoichMlBr 

p:e«4^'d  down  the  agriculturist  to  the  malt-  also  went  into  the  whole  qucalioo,  aad 

fax  an  I  a  stan'linj  nrmy.     Mr.  Maxwell  sc-^mir|  to  havr  considerable  dovbtaaa  ID 

prc.posfd  J  l.ix  on  absentees.     .Mr.  Cart-  '  the  rnl   amount  of  his  bardeot,  thooghp 

wri^hi  sjid  that  distress  wa^  not  cuntinc<i  as  a  landowner, he  thought  K  iilCiiaaarjf  ID 

to   titheable   parishes,    and    Mr.   t'ayley  assume  their  existence.     He  laid, 

mainMine<l  that   hi«  con^titufnis  who  did '       .,  .      .         .i   a   •      .  . 

_, . ..  1     a-  i       .1  la-  IK  muit  nut  i»x  disaemUed  that  beavf  aai 

not  pnv  M. '•£/.  in  tnt' p'luiid  tor  noor-rn>B  ..    .,         i      i  -c     iTIj-i  • 

*    •  »    a     *         .        *a     ..     .  griivoul   buiiJctit  Dfeu  upon  the  taodcd  vmm 

wtrre  juji  as  much  dislresserl  as  the  Bucks  ;  lercst-aud  what  are  they  »    Rrtt,   " 

farmers,  and  added,  "  nothing  that  lh«  j  iha  •  poor-laws/^bat 
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ctBtly  dtfiitd  for  ligliltiiinf  ibtir  prttturt. ' 
What  is  the  ntxl  in  imporUnct  ?  *  The  tithes/ 
Vttt  there  is  retson  to  hope  that  some thiog  will 
be  doue  to  lighten  the  weight  of  them  by  an 
equitable  system  of  commutation.  Then  there 
are  the  '  county-rates.'    Now,  a  reduction  in 
the  amount  of  that  ux  hu  likewise  been  dit»  i 
ttoelly  promised  to  the  landed  Interest.    The  : 
o«ly  unalletiated  burden  on  that  interest,  that ; 
would  then  remain,  would  be  the  malt-taX| ' 
and  if  that  were  removed,  the  repeal  of  the  . 
Corn-laws  would  be  urged  upon  the  House  to«  ' 
morrow/*  ' 

He  (  M  r.  Werd)  thould  now  tike  the  buN 
detis  on  land  as  they  were  enumerated  io 
the  Tamwonh  list,  which  wte,  he  believed, 
the  lifl  published.  Tbey  were  the  poor* 
retee,  couoty-relet,  kighwej-ratee,  cbureh* 
rutet,  and  tilkee.  Tbeae  were  the  burdeot 
for  which  ibe  right  bon.  Baronet  thought 
Iket  the  noble  Lord's  duty  of  8f .  was  a  most 
inadequate  compeniation,  an  act  of  miter- 
able  paraimony  and  injustice  on  the  part 
of  the  Whigs.  Most  of  the  grievances  which 
the  right  bon.  Member  for  Dorchester  bad 
alluded  to  were  remedied  in  the  manner  in 
wbich  be  bad  hinted.  They  had  therefore 
only  to  deal  now  with  peculiar  burdens. 
Take  tbat  of  poor-rates.  The  most  pro- 
minent feature  connected  with  it  was  its 
progressive  diminution.  In  1834  they 
tmounted  to  6,317,254/.,  and  in  1840 
ibey  fell  to  4^76,965/.  A  roost  im- 
portant question  arose,  as  to  tbe  amount 
for  which  tbe  land  claimed  compeasa- 
tton,  for  in  18  IS  tbe  poor-rates  amoaoted 
to  9,000,000{.  Now,  did  tbe  landed 
interest  rest  their  .demands  on  the  large 
or  tbe  small  amownt?  Bat  compensa- 
tion for  such  a  charge  appeared  to  him 
peenliarly  objectionable^  for  it  was  hold- 
ing ont  an  enconragement  to  abuse  to 
say  that  none  could  be  remedied  without 
lessening  the  claim  to  publie  indemnitT. 
Besides,  tbe  compensation  lax  could 
never  work  fairly  if  given  in  the  shape  of 
a  protecting  duty  on  corn.  A  poor-rate 
was  levied  on  every  species  of  property — 
hoossa  as  well  as  land,  and  in  propor- 
tion aa  yow  added  to  tbe  price  of 
corny  m  order  to  benefit  the  landholders, 
yon  increased  the  hardens  of  the  rest 
of  the  community  who  contributed  their 
due  share  Io  the  poblic  revenue.  In  1801, 
the  Bwmber  of  inhabited  booses  (accord- 
ing to  the  atatement  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  other  night)  was  1 ,875,466 ; 
and  in  1  Ml,  it  was  3,464,007.  The  right 
bon.  Bmonet  gave  tin  raotal  of  land  at 
3»,4eO,00(M^  and  ka  sluMMd  Urn  ramnl  of 


houses,  tithes,  and  railways  amoontcd  to 
33,400.000(.;  and  though  the  latter  de- 
scription of  property  contributed  to  all 
the  burdens  of  the  State,  and  poor-rates 
amongst  them,  in  an  equal  proportion  to 
the  formor,  a  claim  was  now  made  on  the 
one-half  of  the  rateable  property  to  indem« 
nify  the  other  half,  because  it  happened 
to  be  held  by  landowners.  Again,  the  rati 
was  assessed  not  on  the  actual  but  the  an« 
nual  value,  so  that  a  man  having  1 ,0001. 
in  houses  which  yielded  7  per  cent.,  but 
constituted  a  properly  of  a  perishable 
nature,  paid  twice  as  much  as  the  mail 
holding  the  same  property  in  land  yielding 
3i  per  cent,  but  being  of  an  Improving 
and  permanent  value.  The  landholders 
ga? e  no  encouragement  to  the  formation 
of  railways.  TLey  only  held  a  very  trifling 
proportion  of  shares,  but  tbe  moment 
these  works  were  formed  they  were  heavily 
rated.  He  was  fully  justified,  tbereforci 
in  stating,  that  whatever  may  have  been 
the  proportions  in  1826,  considerably 
more  than  one  third  of  the  pot)r-rat# 
was  now  paid  by  property  unconnected 
with  land,  and  yet  the  holders  of  it 
claimed  no  compensation  for  their  bar« 
dens,  though  every  shilling  that  raised 
the  price  of  corn  constituted  a  double  tat 
upon  them.  There  was  no  end  to  petitions 
from  boards  of  guardians,  praying  for 
the  admission  of  corn  dutv  free,  at  all 
evenu,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  in  work* 
bouses.  Land  bore  a  somewhat  larger 
share  of  the  burdens  of  tbe  country,  only 
because  It  was  tbe  most  widely  extended 
property.  It  was  constantiv  shifting  its 
population,  and  its  supply  of  unemployed 
poor  to  the  manufacturing  districts  sincn 
1831  was  300,000.  The  landholders  were 
no  more  entitled  to  indemniiv  for  poor* 
rate  than  Marylebone  or  Westminster 
were  to  charge  their  rates  on  the  coosoli* 
dated  fund.  To  tbe  couniy.rates  precisely 
the  same  reasoning  applied.  They  were 
raised  for  the  purpose  of  administering 
justice,  without  which  property  could  not 
exist.  Tbe  land  did  no  more  than  every 
borough  town  did  for  itself,  and  even  aa 
regarded  the  land  itself,  compensatioa 
could  not  be  given  without  injustice  in  (he 
way  proposed,  for  there  were  15,000,000 
acres  of  puture,  and  about  30,000,000 
acres  of  arable  land,  and  the  duty  on 
corn  compensated  tbe  arable  at  the  ex- 
pense of  (be  pasture  land,  for  both  were 
equally  liable  to  tbe  coanty-raie,  yet  by 
every  shilling  that  tbe  price  of  cem  wat 
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beinj^  carried  into  < 

in  kind  were  ooqoi       w     f 

upon  the  profiu  l.  log  in.    tiM 

tion  of  hit    ctpiul  tod  itock, 

this  a  commaUtioD  act,  doC    • 

l^w,  was  the    reoicdy.     AaodMr 

alluded  to  in  the  Taawortli  apaack 

Cbnrch-ratea.    He  feud  that  ua  ch 

on  thb  accoant  aoMMiiited  to  tka 

snm  of  506,3121.  opoo  a  iCDtaloT  tMf 

millioDi,  and  one-thiid  of  that 

least,  was  paid  bj  Disaenlera.   Bim< 

in  the  coarse  of  the  dh 

had  taken  place  in  that  H^ 

subject  of  Chnrch-rates,  had  tha     ^ 

of  that  charge  been  iipnatntad  mTm 

cred  duty.    That  was  the  lang«a| 

the  boa!  Baronet  the  Mfbar 

University  of  Oxford  was  in  tha 

employing  upon  the  sabjecU  A  ^ 

since  the  boa.  Bsrooet  pusintad  a  Pili* 

tion  from  the  Ba;h  Lay  Aasociatioa»MiBk 

conuined  the  following  paasafa:^- 

*-  Thit  while  jour  pcticioocrs  rtjoJas  in«lU 
nessmg  the  great  excrtioiu  wtich 
made  to  enlarge  oar  oU  chufthwi  i 
new  ones  to  the  honour  of  Alanahcy  Gaip 
limeat  to  sec  a  very  small  bat  hi^lf  di 
tented  portion  of  tbcir  diasentiag  fcAsav 
jecuaga:n  agitating  ibe  covntxy.  ia 
depnve  cc  C  hurcb  of  FngUnd  of  hn 
her  just,  and  nos:  undoubted  rights  af 
pertv.bvendeaTounDgtoaboliih  ~ 


raiwd,  the  price  of  every  thing  the  grazier 
used  lu  feeding  his  stock  was  enhanced. 
He  came  next  to  the  highway  rates, 
which  might  be  considered  one  of  the 
conditions  of  property.  They  formed  the 
streets  of  the  agricultaral  communitVp  and 
should  be  no  more  paid  for  bv  the  com- 
mnnity  than  the  paving  and  lighting  uf 
the  City  of  London.  The  main  trunks 
were  paid  for  by  the  public  through  tolls ; 
and  it  was  the  interest  of  the  agricultu- 
rists to  keep  up  the  connections  with 
them,  not  for  the  sake  of  the  public,  but 
their  own.  What  was  a  farm  worth 
without  a  road  to  it?  And  what  would 
be  the  first  act  of  a  landlord  when  pro* 
perty  was  so  situated,  but  to  make  a 
road  as  the  most  certain  way  of  adding 
to  his  rent?  The  want  of  roads  was 
an  absolute  curse  to  the  landlord. 
Had  Spain  good  roads  to  the  coast,  a 
moat  valuable  com  trade  might  be 
opened  to  this  countrv.  The  amount  of 
hij:hway.rates  in  IS3'2  was  1,169.501/., 
while  the  tolls  collected  on  main  trunks 
were  1,532,956/.  As  to  tithes,  he  denied 
thev  could  be  called  a  burden  on  the  land. 
They  constituted  a  co- proprietary  ri^ht, 
and  were  a  distinct  property  ansing  out 
of  the  land.  Land  was  bought  either 
tithe- free  or  titheable.  If  tithe-free,  so 
much  more,  if  titheable,  so  much  less,  was 

paid.     It  might  as  well  be  said,  by  a  man  j  rates  without  which  iT  woold  be  ii 
holding     1,000   acres,   that    he   was   ag. !  ^cep  our  fsicrvd  edinccs. 
grieved  because  he  did  not  get   another  I  aa-'MQt  structure,  in    repair, 
farm  of    lO^   acres   adioininc   his  own.  I  »*"*»°«  *°  "^'^  *  5ne»««  P«bhc 
They  n^  gbt  dmer  as  to'  the  character  of  j  ^'*^'^  to  th*  poor  of  our  rural 
the  property,    or  as  to  the  purposes  :o        He  could  not  consider  Chmch^niBi  ■§ 
which  It  mghi  be  most  advaDUgcouslv  !  bearing  the  character  given  to  tbaaaia 
appiied  :  but  the  landowners  had  no  icore  I  petition,  but  thoae  wtio  did  ao 
right  t3  c'ains  cooipcnsaiion  for  its  burden  |  them  at  vne  moment,  onght 
than  he  had  to  the  estates  of  bon.  Gentle,    ther,  to  call  them  a  pecnkar 
men  opp>s:te.     Upon  this  point  Mr.  Dca* ;  land,  and  call  upon  Parii 
con  Hume  said.  |  p^nsaticn  in  respect  to  them. 

i.  »  ^       ■  .   1  .•      I.  #       !  t  OU  Went  on  to  say^ 

*•  A  co-ti  ;iw  ;-ir.!cd  !or  the  p«rpc*e  ef  re-  ' 

iiM:-^  \:<   :».-..{  :r«ai  t.Ji.r»,  ;«   a  oe  :ben:c  '      "  Yrur  peiiiroeen  humbly 

tra:.«f^:   .'   i  cri-^v   rrra  cc<   j^i.-.j    uv- :♦    ^'^urc.-^raies  a.*e  an  ancient 

lia:..:  i    re*  a,  :j'i=  :*.;  ;a-:yii:.o  :tu=Jcr    »-a   perwRs  bet  on  propcfty.  and 

s-r  ».::2    • .  caljt  ,   ird   ::  ;S.''i   t-;:  as  ;z-    "q-^Bily.  wfKx«er  refuses  lo  pay  the 

KtiM.  .  r"  ;.. .  -  11.  ■-,  »h  ci:  r.A*  aj:^  i  srta'.iv 

!i  :2e  »i  jc  J?  •.*«  reiBi.-..=f  B-r<  f^rit  ci  ih« 

Cr.J,  »..i.  i   *  i««  «=4:i«d  ;.'.<   cwu<r  ^i  .;  ;e 

t.rzx  a'-»c  :^  •  v:<   '.cf.''.   J  A.-.,  wi.^h   i«?«r  was , 
tis  f  r.^re".*."'  | 


^u.t:«   wi  A  Bo»-fuln4iBeat  of  a 
mccu  w&:c^  be  made  when  his 
was  rteied  or  purvh^jcd" 

He  did  not  subacnbe  to  this 
09  the  contra.-^,  he  believed  that 


ritcs  were  a  personal  impr^ 
Thi!    :£::id:.  ccc  the  laoo  crJ.  had    a'j;is:ly   felt  as  a  ^reat  gnevanct  kf 
claia  upcn  the  Su:e  in  respect  u  i.ihes. !  who  d.d  net  beloog  to  the  Q 
A-J  ;ic  leaaut's  cU-m  Lid  letn  SdiistiidJ  however  that         it  be,      i 
by  the  Commntation  BJl,  which  wu  nevi  fi  w  | 
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tcription  of  Churcb-rateSy  afterwards  to 
turo  round  and  call  them  a  peculiar  burden 
upon  ihemtelfei.  He  now  came  to  the 
actual  amount  of  all  the  burdens,  as  they 
were  calledt  which  he  had  enumerated^ 
and  which  he  must  try  to  reduce  to 
6gures.  In  1839  the  county  and  poor- 
rates  amounted  to  5,412,865/.  From 
that  sum  he  would  deduct  one  third, 
1,804,286/.,  as  the  portion  assessed  upon 
houses,  factories.  Sic,,  leafing  3,608,579/. 
for  the  whole  amount  paid  bt  the  land 
for  the  support  of  the  poor  and  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  on  a  rental  of  forty 
millions.  The  amount  of  the  Church- 
rate  paid  by  the  land  was  337,875/.,  and 
of  the  highway  rates  (one  halQ  534,936/., 
making  a  total  of  4,481,370/.,  contributed 
by  the  landed  interest.  Thus,  then,  he 
arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  the  sum  of 
4,481,390/.  included  all  that  the  landed 
interest  paid  in  the  way  of  local  taxation, 
as  well  as  for  the  support  of  the  poor  and 
the  administration  of  justice  throughout 
the  kingdom.  Now,  with  respect  to  gene- 
ral taxation.  The  gross  revenue  of  the 
country  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of 
January,  1841,  was  53,182,586/.  Towards 
this  amount  the  customs  and  excise  and 
stamp  duties  contributed  45,415,330/., 
the  land  tax  only  1,817,341/.  Adam 
Smith  stated  that  the  land-tax  was  im- 
posed by  the  4th  of  William  and  Mary, 
and  it  was  originally  intended  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  feudal  rights  of  the  Crown. 
And  a  capital  bargain  the  landowners  bad 
made  of  it,  both  in  amount,  and  by  the 
dexterity  with  which  they  had  contrived 
to  shift  a  large  portion  of  that  burden 
from  their  own  snoulders.  Adam  Smith 
said, 

"  The  tax  upon  each  district  does  not  rise 
with  the  rite  of  rent.  The  landlords,  there- 
fore (he  says),  have  almost  all  gained  the  dif. 
fcrence  between  the  tax  which  they,  according 
to  the  present  rent  of  the  estates,  ought  to  pay, 
and  that  which  they  do  pay,  according  to  the 
ancient  valuation.  A  very  considerable  part 
of  the  produce  of  this  tax  arises  from  the  rent 
of  booses,  and  the  interest  of  capital  stock. 
The  land-tax  of  the  Citv  of  London  amounts 
to  123,399/.  6f.  7d.;  Westminster,  63,092/. 
If.  5d ;  the  parishes  of  Whitehall  and  Sl 
James's,  to  30,754/.  6$.  Zd.  A  certain  propor- 
tion is  in  the  same  manner  assessed  upon  all 
the  cities  and  towns  corporate  in  the  kingdom, 
and  arises  almost  altogether  from  the  rent  of 
houses,  or  of  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  inte- 
rest of  the  trading  and  capital  stock. '' 

The  produce  of  the  land-tax,  redeemed 
and  nuedeemedy  peid  htl  year  upon 


lands  and  tenements,  was  1,877,341/., 
while  1,117,243/.  was  assessed  upon 
other  property.  A  great  proportion  of 
the  house  property,  upon  which  the  tax 
was  levied,  had  sprung  up  within  the 
lut  150  years.  If  the  tax  were  now 
levied  as  originally  intended,  on  actual 
rent,  it  would  produce  about  eight  millions 
annually.  The  tax,  however,  had  never 
been  altered,  although  rent  had  quad- 
rupled in  value,  and  wherever  house  pro« 
periy  had  grown  up  in  agricultural  district! 
it  was  heavily  rated,  whilst  the  preuure 
upon  land  was  being  gradually  diminished. 
It  was  important  to  compare  the  taxation 
borne  by  the  land  in  foreign  countries 
with  that  contributed  by  the  landed  inte* 
rest  of  England.  Although  the  return 
moved  for  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton 
had  not  yet  been  laid  npon  the  Table, 
there  were  data  sufficient  to  enable  the 
House  to  arrive  at  a  tolerably  accurate 
conclusion  upon  that  point. 

In  Prussia,  the  whole  revenue 
derived  from  land-taxes,  cus*    Thalers. 
toms,   excise,  salt  monopoly, 
post-office,  &c.,  amounted  to .    51,740,000 

Of  which  amount  land-taxes  yield 

altogether :    36,630,000 

In   Austria,  the  whole  revenue 
from    land-tax,    customs,  to- 
bacco,   and  salt  monopolies, 
lotteries,  stamps,  &c., amounted    Florins, 
to,  in  round  numbers     .    •    •  164,000/X)0 

Of  which  the  taxes  from  lands 
and  domains  yielded      .    .    .    87,000,000 

Balance  from  all  other  taxes  .    .    77,000,000 

Francs. 
In  France,  the  gross  rcTeoae 
amounted  to  .....    .  l,018,750/)00 

Of  which  lands  paid  direct  \ 

359,499,000  I    579  669  000 

Woods  &  registry,  &  domains  (   ^^**«^»»W0 

220,170,000  / 


Difference  for  all  other  taxes 

Of  this  balance  which  does  not 
fall  npon  land  the  Customs  and 
Excise  yield 

Other  indirect  taxes      .... 

Post-office  and  post-horses    .    . 

Stamps  and  other  taxes     .    •    • 


438,061,000 


165,103/)00 

177,205/)00 

36,380,000 

59,393,000 


438,061,000 

In  Belgium,  the  groea  revenue  was 
3,282,239/.,  and  the  amount  of  the  land- 
tax  was  778,072/.,  or  about  one-fourth  of 
the  whole.  In  England  the  land-tax  did 
not  amount  to  one-fourth  of  the  dnty  on 
soger  or  tea*    It  was  aboat  ona-thiid  of 
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the  tax  which  wtg  derited  from  the  poor 
man's  tobacco,  and  not  much  more  than 
was  obtained  from  sosp.     He  now  came  to 
the  assessed  taxes.  The  chief  of  those  taxes 
was  the  window«tax,  which  no  one  could 
saj  was  a  peculiar  burden  upon  the  land. 
The    produce    of   the    window-tax    was 
1,404,6-12 ;  of  which  the  landowners  paid, 
perhaps,  140,465/.;  for  dogs,  eame  du- 
ties,  and  armorial    bearings,   tney  paid 
397,000/. :  for  iheir  share  of  the  duties  on 
houses,  carriages,  Ac,  they  paid  27.^,356/.; 
for    their    share    of    the    land-tax,  say 
1,000,000/.     This  would  give  1,812,821/. 
as  the  sum  which  the  landowners  contri- 
buted to  the  direct  taxation  of  the  coun- 
try.    He  had  almost  outraged  probability 
in  order  to  arrive  at  this  result,  for  the 
landowners  did  not  number  more    than 
60.000,  and  there  were  in  Great  Britain 
only  187,075  occupiers  of  land  employ- 
ing labourers.    The  gross  sum  paid  by 
this  body  in  local  and  direct  taxation  was 
—for  the  former,  4,481,370/.;   for   the 
latter,    1,812,821/.;    making  a  toUl  of 
6,294,191/.    Against  that  he  must  set  the 
special  exemptions  which   the  land  en- 
joyed, some  of  which  were  of  the  moat 
formidable  character      In  the  first  place, 
the  landowners  enjoyed  exemption  from 
the  stamp  duties  which    were    payable 
by     all    classes    but     themselves.      In 
1841,  the   probate   duty    amounted    to 
897,706/.,    and     the    legacy     duty     to 
1,200,371/.,  making  together  2,098,076/. 
During  the  same  period,  not  one  shilling  | 
was  levied  upon  landed  property.     Uut  it 
would  be  said,  that  there  was  a  stamp- 
duty  on  the  transfer  of  real  properly.     It 
was  difiicuit  to  get  at  the  precise  amount 
of  duly  derived  from  stamps  connected 
with  the  sale  of  land,  but  it  mnst  be  borne 
in  mind   that  suck   transfers  were   only 
occasional,   whilst   the   other    operations 
were   perpetually   recurring.     Even  as  it 
was,   however,    the    stamp-doty  on   the 
transfer  of  land  was  by  do  means  equit- 
ably apportioned,  as  the  fuUowiug  state- 
meol  would  show :— > 


log  10,000/.,  is  liable  probate  duly  of  UOL, 
to  a  stamp,  on  trans-  and  also  to  the  legacy 
far,  of  65/.  duty. 

**  Wiib  a  similar  disproportioa  in  all 


"  Landed  properly 
of  the  value  of  7  '.0/., 
and  not  rcdchtn^ 
1,000/.,  IS  liable  10  a 
stamp,  on  traoiCBr,or 

**  Again,  Uoded  pro- 
perty of  the  value  uf 
8,000/.,  and  not  reach* 


"PenonAlpro|>crty, 
of  ihc  value  of  «ck7.. 
and  iiol  reaclitiig 
l,0{}Ol ,  i>  liable  to  «i 
probate  duly  uf  :2.:/., 
an«l  alto  to  the  legacy 
duty. 

"  I'ertui.al  pruuirty, 
wilhiBihe  saue  umits 
of  value,  u  liable  to  a 


amounts. 

If  he  were  to  deduet  half  a  millioo  far 
stamps  on  the  transferof  land,  there  woald 
still  remain  one  million  and  a  half  of 
special  exemptions  to  set  against  Iha  apt- 
cial  burdens  on  land.    The  amount  upon 
which  probate  and  kgacy-duty  had  boM 
paid  since  1 797,  at  rates  varying  fiwai  1 
to  10  percent.,  was  1,081,368,0371.    It 
should  not  be  forgotten,  too,  that  whew  the 
s:amp-duties  were  originally  proposed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  1796,  they  were  intended  !• 
affect  both  kinds  of  property  eqmally. 
The  bill  to  effect  that  object  wu  biowfwC 
into  the  House,  and  passed  with  great  difl« 
culty.    It  waflcarried,on  the  third  readisf , 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker ;  bnt  «m 
afterwards  dropped,  as  a  peace-oferiaf  !• 
the  country  gentlemen,  and  since  that  UM 
no  Minister  had  brought  it  forward.     Hm 
(Mr.  Ward)  was  sorry  to  find,  tbatevew  thm 
right  hon.  Baronet  did  not  conaideff  Um- 
self  powerful  enough  to  propose  iL     H« 
(Mr.  Ward)  had  heard  nothing  of  a  ff^ 
posal  ftir  the  extension  of  the  probni«. 
out?  and  the  legacy-duty  to  real  proptrtj 
in  the  right  boo.  Gentleman's  stalement  of 
Friday.    The  exemptions  upon  a  smillir 
scale  enjoved  by  the  landed  iniercal  wwiw 
innumerable;    he  might   multiply    then 
abnoat  ad  imfiniiutm,     Aasuranoea  npo« 
farming  stock  were  subject  to  no  duly ;  • 
farmer  whose  rent  was  lesa  than  200/.  per 
annum  paid  no  window  duty ;   oo  doty 
was  payable  upon  dairy  windows  in  oaj 
case,  or  on  brood  marea,  bedilV  hnrao^ 
fhepherdt'  dogs,  or   the  drainage  tilo»s 
aud  no  tolls  were  claimabU  opoa  Inw, 
manure,  or  agricultural  inpfemeniai     Ho 
had  discovert  sooiething  new  doriof  Mi 
researches  upon  this  subjert,  which  woo. 
that  no  asseued  laxea  cooM  be  chimed 
for  a  house  occupied  by  a  bainiT.   Ho  tmd 
paid  window-duty  for  the  honat  oocopiodL 
by  hit  bailiff  last  year,  but  ho  sbooM  d» 
so  no  k>n$ter.    The  rase  of  Lord  Midrtlo 
ton's  bailiff  had  been    reCerred   lo   Am 
judges,  and    the    point    waa    now   ant* 
tied,    and    if    the    hon.     Member    iar 
Knaresborough  were  in  bis  place,  it  woold 
horrify  him  to  hear  that  the  agricokoriHo 
were  specially  exempted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the    laws   directed  againsi  th# 
uuck  system— >they  were  allowisd  to  foj 
ihcir  hhwireri  in  kind*     Thaio 
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handred  other  cases  of  exesptioiis  all  de- 
cided recentlT  by  the  iadget  in  favoar  of 
the  laod.  lie  found  ia  the  aseeited 
tax  cases,  just  pablished,  that  the 
house  of  a  fanner,  who  was  also  a 
brkkmaker,  paid  do  dutj.  The  brick- 
maker  would  pay,  but  the  faraser  was 
exempt ;  aod  toe  exempiioo  of  the  farmer 
covered  the  liability  of  the  brickmaker. 
The  same  decisioo  had  beeo  giteo  in  the 
cases  of  wheelwrights,  land-sunreyora,  and 
cattle-jobbers,  who  united  farming  to  their 
other  occupations.  This  state  oif  things 
was  producing  the  worst  possible  effect  in 
the  poblk  mind.  Persons  felt  jealous  of 
the  exemptions  which  Ihey  saw  neighbours 
enjoying  merely  because  they  happened 
to  belong  to  a  particular  class.  Upon  this 
point  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  reading 
to  the  House  a  letter  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  a  person  in  business  near 
Edmburgh.    It  was  as  follows :-« 

**  Living  a  little  distance  from  Edinburgh, 
I  occupy  a  house,  the  rental  of  which  it  20/^ 
and  in  which  there  are  tea  windows ;  for  these 
I  am  assessed  1  /.  lOs.  My  neighboar,  a  fisnner, 
renting  a  house  with  fifteen  windows  and  land, 
with  a  rental  of  190<.  per  annum,  pays  no- 
thing. 

**  Again,  on  my  stock-in-trade,  I  am  as- 
sessed 3<.  of  duty  to  government  on  every 
100/.  I  insure  against  fire.  The  fiirmer,  my 
neighbour,  insures  likewise  at  the  same  office 
on  his  stock,  but  he  is  a  privileged  person ;  he 
has  the  same  protectioo  from  the  fire-office 
thai  I  have,  hut  being  a  fisrmer,  he  pays  no 
duty. 

**  Again,  I  am  assessed  lor  my  saddle-horse 
1/.  lis.  6d ;  my  fortunate  neighbour,  being 
under  SQOL  yearly  rent,  pays  nothing. 

**  Should  my  neighbour  require  to  sell  his 
potatoes,  turnips,  carrots,  he,  bv  public  auction, 
as  is  generally  the  case  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  he  may,  being  a  privileged  person, 
auction  them  hiinself,  vrithout  a  Uceoce,  and 
without  any  duty  being  payable  osi  his  crops ; 
should  I  attempt  the  same,  I  must  either 
employ  an  audiooeer,  or  take  out  an  auction 
licence  costing  5/.  \$$^  and  every  article  of 
my  stock  would  be  liable  to  pay  a  duty  to 
Government  of  5  per  cent. :  but  I  would  tire 
yon  were  I  to  go  overall  the  exemptions  which 
the  landed  gentry  have  created,  such  as 
exemptions  from  tolls  on  lime,  manure,  Isc. ; 
no  duty  on  drain  tiles,  on  shepherds'  dogs, 
taxed  carts.  Ice  When  we  think  on  these 
things,  is  it  not  wonderful  to  look  at  the 
patieoce  of  the  people  enduring  this  clus- 
legislation.  Their  eyes,  however,  are  now 
opening  to  these  uniust  privileges,  snd  I  hope 
the  discussion  raised  en  your  motion  will  still 
ftirtker  confirm  their  ilesifinstioo  to  get 
these  privileges  quickly  aboUshed*  whidi  can 
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only  be  eieded  by  an  union  of  the  commercial 
and  working  classes. 

''  I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  &c., 

«  3rd  March,  1842.*' 

He  was  actuated  by  no  ill  feeling  to- 
wards the  farmers.  On  the  contrary,  he 
was  a  farmer  himself,  and  he  considered 
them  in  general  as  forming  a  most 
meritorious  class,  and  deserring  of  all  fiiir 
encouragement ;  but  the  exemptions  to 
which  he  had  directed  the  attention  of  the 
House  were  not  fair.  If  the  principle  upon 
which  those  exemptiooa  proceecled  were 
fair,  why  was  it  not  carried  further  ?  Why 
was  it  not  applied  to  wool,  oottoo»  mid 
iron,  as  well  as  to  land  ?  At  all  atents, 
those  who  enjoyed  these  exemptiooa  bad 
no  right  to  complain  of  peculiar  burdens. 
It  was  very  easy  to  call  everything  a 

Eculiar  burden.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
fore  another  year  had  expired,  they 
would  hear  that  the  income  tax  was  a 
very  peculiar  burden  on  the  agricultural 
interest.  Aa  be  had  before  stated,  the 
amount  of  all  the  burdens  upon  the  land, 
peculiar  or  not,  was  6,294,1 9  R,  ftom 
which  he  must  deduct  a  million  and  a 
half  on  account  of  the  exemption  from 
probate  and  legacy  doty,  and  500,000 
for  roiaor  exemptiona,  which  wodd  reduce 
the  burden  upon  land  to  4,294, 19 It,  and 
that  sum  was  leried  upon  a  rental  of 
thirty-nine  millions  and  a  half.  He  had 
endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  comparative 
rating  in  agricultural  districts  and  in 
towns.  For  this  purpose  he  had  taken 
two  farms  with  which  he  was  acquainted, 
situated  at  a  short  distance  from  London, 
and  he  found  the  following  to  be  the 
chargea  to  which  the  tenant  was  sub- 
ject:— 

Rent,  £304  ISf. 

Poor-rates  .  •        .       .  X46    8  0 

Surveyor's-rate  •                        5  16  0 

Church-rate  4    f  0 

Land  tax    .  .      11  14  0 


£68  5  0 
In  the  second  case  the  charges  were  :— 

Rent,  £323. 

Poor-rate    ....   £69  0  0 

Surveyor's-rate   .  •      17  3  0 

Church-rate  4  5  9 

Land  tax    .  •        •       23  0  0 


£113    0    9 


He  took  three  hooaea  in  the  metmpolae, 
floated  in  Biabopegata  Wiihont  and  Pie. 


{COMMONS} 


Bht^jiioh  Lojid. 
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cidillj,  and  he  foand  the  cht^n  npon    Ihey  did  ia  the  cite  of  the  rtmii,  is  om 


the  tenant  wen  u  follovi  :— 

Btsnoi'MiTE-aTKciT  wiTnouT. 
Real,  £l30. 
PooN>tatc,  about 
Church       .... 
Police         .... 
An«Med  tuei    . 
CoDtoliJued,    at   lighttDi, 

dcaoting,  be. 
Sewer  nte  and  miooT  ratci. 


£13  10 
T  10 
3  10 
13  to 


ricc«DiiLT. 

Rent,  £aoO. 

Wjodowi  (including  10  per 

cent.)      .... 

Land-tiv     .... 

Pnor,   ItR;    Pdiee,   td.; 

•nd  Count;  nte,  3}^. 
Paring,  he. 
Sewen       .... 


3     3    0 
0  14    S 


£17    B 
Rem,  £130. 
Windowi  (with  10  pet  cent.)    £4  14 
Paring,  t(c.         ...        3    1 


or  which,  the  Bnonnt  of  the  meanett  item, 

the  poor-ratea,  «aa  awelied  bj  the  fact, 

that  the  union  to  which  it  helonged  bad 

eieeeded  iu  ealimate  in  building  the  new 

'  workhooM :  while,  ia  the  other,  which  ■■■ 

,  a  very  tinall  pariah,  56L  waa  apent  ia  oa« 

i  caae  of  ill-adriaed  litigatioa.     But,  with 

;  Iheie  proofe  before  then,  that  ihert  wm 

I  no  neat  ditparity  between  the  aaaeaaiaMl 

I  of  laad  and  houae  property,  and  that  tbt 

I  charge!  upon   each  were  very  tinitar  ia 

;  their  nature,  how  could  hon.  Menbtn 

talk  of  the  peculiar  burden  which  entitled 

the  agricultnriai  to  a  higher  protsctioa 

j  than  an  8«.  duty  on   the  importaiiOD   of 

I  foreign   corn  ?    For  hit  part,  he  coold 

not  tee   in  what  the  difference  betw— 

Bgricolloral   and  town  propeny  coutaled, 

or  what  claim  could   be  founded  npoa 

one  apeciea  of  properly  which  would  not 

be   equally  valid  for   the   other.      " 


Poor,  police,  and  county  r. 


4  16 


£11  IT    9 
Rtnt,  £T0. 
Windowi  (with  10  p«r  eenl.)    £i  13    3 
Latul-»i    .  14    0 

Poor,  police,  coaotj,  paring, 

lie r  IB  4 

£l3  t4    7 

FtXIIR  or  tT.  J1MK9,  WUTNIMITIB. 

Rem,  £1,300. 

P<wr<raic«  .                         .  £64  1«    3 

Paring,  lighting, Iu.  .         .  S9  IS  10 

*AMMied  l»M  (one  lixlh) .  73  13    0 

£l9T    4  10 
Malta  or  MtaTitaoai.— oiroBt>-<TaErr. 

Rent  of  (hop  and  wotkihopt,  £900. 
AiMutd  tatet  .    £  !>     1    0 

Parochial  rileiCnotonv  tenth)     73    3     6 


(oat  eleremh)  £Ra 


ST.  J*IIE5,W[i 

Rent  of 
AneMcd  lain    . 

Parochial  ratet    . 


ttNirEB.— MABtLlMM- 


£10.V 


(under  one  fidh)  £33 


.      .  Above 

all,  he  could  not  eee  upon  what  gromd 
one  claaa  of  the  coramunitv  waa  to  bo 
foatered  at  the  capenie  of  all  otben.  A 
duty  upon  the  import  of  foreign  con 
raited  the  price  not  merely  of  the  qnantitj 
imported,  but  of  the  whole  quaslity 
coniumed  in  the  country.  Suppoamg  «■ 
contumed  'J0,000,000  qn.,  an  %i.  aaif 
would  add  8.000,000/.  to  the  price.  Thi 
right  hon.  liaronet  calcnlated  that  be 
duty  at  which  com  woab)  be  inportad 
under  hi*  tcbeme  would  be  between  lb. 
and  14i.,  which  would  enhance  the  prfe* 
of  com  to  about  twelve  or  fonrteu  niU 
lioni.  He  ihould  be  told,  perhapn,tbu 
Iheae  qncMioni  of  finance  and  politic*] 
economy  were  not  fit  auhiecit  for  tbn 
inqnirietof  a  committee;  that  ihrr  wan 
too  vague,  too  undefined,  and  coald  nmr 
lead  to  any  practical  concluiien.  Ha  WMt 
remind  the  Houie,  however,  that  ibera  bad 
been  commilteet  on  very  analogona  aab- 
jpcti.  They  had  had  commiltaca  m 
county^atet,  by  which  the  land  had  bao^ 
filled  conitderably,  for  it  had  rwoa- 
mended  the  Iranifen  to  the  conaolidatad 
fund  of  one-half  the  expeoaea  of  gaols 
and  protecutiout  in  the  coanlict;  aad 
upon  the  general  quetlioo  of  agricaliai^ 
latalioa.  He  wu  glad  to  adduce  a  my 
high  authority  in  tupport  of  the  oioiiaa 
with  which  he  wai  about  to  condodo. 
_  .   ,  ,.  .1.,      In  1S34,  when  the  Marqneaa  of  Chandbo 

The  rmtea  vwied  according  to  the  d.f.  j,  j,,  ,^^,^  ^^,^  ^^,^„  „  ,,,4^  ^, 
ferent  patitbea,  and  the  better  or  worae  (Mr.* Ward)  had  already  alluded,  tbo 
parochial  management  .n  each;  hut  to  ,  ^^^^  ,,„„  M^nwl,  the  H«bei far  1^. 


iDCiuaiDf^  me  coiis  oi  cnminmi  proiecuiioDi,  no   lets  man  0,^00,UiH;i.| 

oouDtj-rates,  poor-rates,  in  short  all  the  items  vided  under  the  followiD^ 

of  local  taxation,  be  fairlv  aopropnated.    I  4,795,000/.;  dwelling-houi 

very  much  doubt  whether  the  local  taxation  of  _•••     ■   c^. •_•  «£« 
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**  The  noble  Marquess  has    conseDted  to  io  hit  hand  papen  which  had  been  laid  <m 

remit  the  surcharge  upon  horses  employed  for  the  Table  of  the  Hoate,  which  he  thought 

agncultural  purposes.    I  wish  he  would  con-  ^^uld  show  the  House  and  the  country 

sent  to  appoint  a  committee  of  intelligent  ,.     k..«i^.*-  t^^  .ki^k  ti.«  i^^a  ...  ..^^^ 

Members  SHhi.  House  to  consider  the  wLle  !*«,^"™J"  for  which  the  land  was  pecu- 

question  of  those  taxes  that  bear  directly  or  !»*"y  liable.     He  found  from  thete,  that 

indirectly  upon  agriculture,  and  to  inquire  >">  5^«  y*^^  1826  the  amount  of  money 

whether  the  whole  system  of  local  taxation,  levied  for  the  poor  and  county*ratet  was 

iodudinfc  the  costs  of  criminal  prosecutions,  no  lets  than  6,966,000/.,  which  wat  di« 

heads:— Land, 
houses,  1,814,000/4 

All  this  requires  to  be  made  matter  of  minute  ''^^^^  the   land  paid  4,795,000/.  for  the 

iuTestigation.*'  support  of  the  poor  in  1826,  mills  and 

factories  paid   only  259,000/.     He  was 

He  (Mr.  Ward)  now  asked  for  the  ap-  unwilling  to  drag  before  the  House  this 

pointmentofsuchacommittee  for  the  sake  gort  of  contrasts,  for  he  did  not  sUnd 

ofall  classes  of  the  community.  Agriculture  ihere  to  support  the  laws  regulating  the 

was  now  prosperous,  and  trade  depressed,  imporution  of  corn  merely  because  the 

but  that  did  not  alter  the  force  of  the  right  landowner!  were  interested  in  them,  but 

hon.  Baronet's  argument.     He  wanted  to  because  he  felt  that  an  undue  imporUtion 

ha?e  something  ungible,  something  with  of  com  would  put  in  jeopardy  the  land, 

which  they  could  grapple,  something  which  and  thereby  seriously  injure  the  poor  of 

would  form  the  basis  of  legislation.     He  this  country,  because  be  maintained  that 

wished  for  that  information  for  the  benefit  ^n  classes  were  deeply  interested  in  the 

of  others ;  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  was  gubject.    The  hon.  Gentleman  had  said, 

satisfied  that  land  paid  no  more  than  lU  that  he  would  put  out  of  view  the  price  of 

fair  proporUon  of  the  public  charges ;  and  culti?ating  Und  in  foreign  countries,  be- 

if  it  paid  largely  in  companson  with  other  cause  that  was  a  question  on  which  the 

interesu,  it  wat  only  because  of  its  greater  House  was  not  caUed  upon  to  inquire, 

▼alue.    In  condution.    he  thanked  the  why,  the  main  feature  of  thit  queatioo. 

Houte  for  the  patience  with  which  they  i„  his  opinion,  was  whether  or  not  the 

had  listened  to  a  sutemeot.  a  great  por-  corn  in  foreign  countries  could  be  culti- 

uon  of  which  had.  he  wat  aware,  con-  ^ted  at  to  much  lett  cott.  that  if  it  werw 

tUted  of  dry  detailt.    He  concluded  with  tHowed  to  come  in  free  of  duty  it  would 

mofing— >  throw    out   of   cultivation    the    greater 

*'  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  portion  of  the  land  of  thit  country.     He 

inquire  whether  there  are  any  neculiar  burdens  thought  it  wat  a  great  mittake  to  object 

that  specially  affect  the  landed  interest  of  this  to  thete  lawt,  that  they  ga?e  the  grower 

country,  or  any  exemptions  enjoyed  by  that  of  corn  peculiar  adrantaget.     That  wat 

mierwt,   and  to  ascertam  their  nature  and  „^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^j^j^  ^j^j^l^  ^1,^  ComJawt 

^*  ^°  '  were  enacted  150  yeart  ago,  but  to  pro* 

Colonel  frood  taid,  that  he  apprehended  ?ide  that  whenever  the  average  price  of 
the  motion  with  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  com  thould  intimate  that  that  quantity 
had  concluded  his  speech,  was  not  that  was  equal  to  the  demand,  the  importation 
of  which  he  had  given  notice,  and,  there-  of  foreign  com  should  be  subjected  to  a 
fore,  that  the  forms  of  the  House  would  |  prohibitory  duty.  That  had  ever  been 
prevent  its  being  made.  If  the  House  t  the  principle  of  the  Corn-laws,  and  from 
woukl  permit  him,  however,  he  would  ,  that  principle  he  hoped  they  would  never 
address  to  them  a  few  observations  upon  '  depart.  Whatever  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
it,  and  they  should  be  very  few ;  for  on  a  side  might  tay  retpecting  thit  meature. 
question  that  had  been  so  exhausted,  he  he  believed,  the  great  mast  of  the  con- 
did  not  think  they  would  be  disposed  to  munity  thought  it  a  great  amelioration  of 
listen  to  a  speech  of  any  length.  The  |  the  present  system,  and  one  which  held 
hon.  Member  seemed  to  think,  that  there  out  the  fairest  prospect  of  giving  a  regular 
were  no  peeuliar  burdens  on  the  Und.  '  and  uniform  supply.  Of  thit  he  was  quite 
He  would  not  follow  him  through  the  certain,  that  if  hon.  Gentleaien  wished  Io 
figures  he  had  quoted  in  support  of  his  do  good  to  this  country,  they  would  no 
propotition,  for  he  confetted  he  did  not  longer  oppote  thit  measure.  The  effect 
clearly  comprehend  them.    But  be  held   of  retarding  the  progrett  of  the  Ml  would 
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ComBiU^ 


{CX>MMONS} 


Bmwdeta  9m  LoMdm 


Um  right  hoD.  Gtntleaaa  wu  ■■■!! 

deriog  to  prejodicet  when  he  Mt 

inch  arguments.     He  did  not  beliefe^tlMl 

the  right  hon.  Gentleman  reallj  tbonght 

that  England  conid  be  kept  ii 

of  foreign  ooontries  lor  a  tapply  of 


be  eieeedingly  injorioat.  At  piteent  the 
trade  in  corn  was  tnspended,  and  he  was 
sure  ibey  could  not  do  a  greater  injury  to 
the  (H>or  than  by  preventing  this  bill  from 
passing  into  a  law. 

Mr.  Vtlner  Gtbsom  said,  be  could  not 

agreo  witli  the  hon.  Member  who  had  not  ^  Wiih  respvct  to  the  pecnliar  bnrdeaa 

spoken,  (hat  t)n<  qvestion  had  been   al-  •  to  rest  on  land,  if  the  qncstioQ  lay  bat' 

ready  »udicKnt!\  discussed.    On  thecon-  .  the  land  of  this  country  and  that  of  !»• 

trar%\  it  was  his  belief  that  the  qneslion  |  leign  countries,  and  if  the  obyect 

relai:r«  to  the  peculiar  burdens  on  land  give  protection  in  proportion  to  the 

had  iK'i  been  discuased  half  enough.    The  in  which   forei^   land  was  kas  heavfly 

si  id  I » i:- scale  had  been  discussed .  and  so  burdened  ihan  land  in  this  conatry,  Ums 

had  (he  n\eJ  duty,  but  on  the  question  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  adiffewt 

now  t^tore  them  there  had  as  yet  been  no  scale    to    repilate   our   com-tradt    wMi 

discussion  vhatei-er.  Why,  in  speaking  of  every  drtfercni  conntry.   Over  the 

the  poor-rates,  had  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  vhtch  foreipi  countries  were 

selected  the  period  oi   1 SC'.^ .-     Why  not  that  Hoose  coaM  have  no  control,  bnt  it 

come  to  a  neanrr  period  '     At  that  t:me  had  a  c^^oirc^i  here,  and  shonld  eqi 

:he  vajTcs  ci'  labour  were  paid  out  of  the  the   burdens  so  as   to   make 

poor  rates*     The  quesiioa  hsd  now  been  equally  on  all  classes.     The  hon. 

bcoufht  forward  in  a  BMist  ieg.tunate  form,  for  ShcAeid  was  right,  then,  m 

and  I  he  cj^untry  was  much  c-S^prd  lo  the  the^e   pecunar   burdens  on   land  as 

hoc.  Member   for   Shefteld  for   bnn|::r.g  only  plans.bfe  pretcit  of  the  laadad 

it    10 'Ward    in    the    wav   be    bad    dc-oe.  terest    for    raintairir^    the 

Pev^P'C  cv-mpVaiDAi   thai  (2ey  were   pre*  It  i::^^'m  Jc  rery  m^U  to  mak 

vented    f:om  following  the   trade  or  oc-  tadcn-  ite  ntscftf?ns«   that  land 

ctt|aiK>n   cost    advaatAgw-'OS    ic    tbem.  fctniKlMion  of  sii  tde  weahh  of  the 

This  was  a  pent  evii.     FSere  m  (r^t  be  try :   it  m^ehi  do  very  wcU  to 


COS  for  snch  a  course,  but  u  lay  With  aMci^g  of  rarmen  that 

the  LegTSiatjnr  to  show  ire  txmitzict  of  people  w^o  pa*d  the  bwdL  of'tha 

i^oat    nrasociK     The   asarafaclanErs  said  bat  it  wQ««d  doc  6o  lo 

Uey  rai  as  pxu  a  r^i  lo  pr.>SDce  cv>m  say  ao  ra  that  H 

a^u  ca:;ie    :^'^%ch  the  afvncv  vf  li^Jt  aosertvws  m  anv    n  uKmc  af 

W\acr^   a«    trc    laadbcwic-^   :Mwpr    i:i<  =>er.    \^  :"  c«r  ^:Tat ; 

■  f\-  .=  .V  ;'f  r   a->J.    T^%  '':d  a»  f\x>i  c»c:  las;  comxkCf*^, 
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that  prertikd  ihroaghoat  tb«  coontry ;  bat 
why,  without  tgood  and  lufficicDt  reatoo 
•hoald  they  do  what  had  the  admitted 
effect  of  inflicting  a  little  diitreti  apon  the 
people  ?  Refuse  the  committee,  and  the 
laodownert  would  coofinii  the  suipicioo 
that  they  were  legiilatioe  for  their  own 
interests.  It  was  notorious  that  land- 
owners had  done  so  in  former  times.  The 
landowners  about  the  metropolis  petitioned 
Parliament  at  one  time  against  the  con- 
struction of  turnpike  roads,  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  prejudicial  to  the  interests 
of  the  land  near  town.  The  question  was 
exciting  a  feeling  among  thinking  people, 
such  as  had  never  been  known  before. 
People  began  to  express  a  belief  that  the 
object  of  these  laws  wss  to  degrade  the 
commercial  and  manufacturing  interests. 
The  people  believed  that  there  was  a  de* 
sire  to  uphold  agriculture  by  keeping  down 
trade — that  there  was  a  wish  to  favour 
ooe  class  at  the  expense  of  another;  but 
they  might  be  assured  that  the  people 
would  not  be  satisfled  till  all  classes  were 
put  on  an  equal  footing* 

Mr.  DarAy  said,  that  the  present  motion 
was  very  different  from  that  of  which  the 
bon.  Member  for  Sheffield  gave  notice  for 
Thursday  last,  and  he  was  glad  the  House 
did  not  sit  on  the  day  referred  to,  because 
it  had  induced  the  hon.  Member  for  Shef- 
field now  to  develope  hia  views*  It  was 
plain  that  tha  hon.  Oeotleman  shrunk 
from  his  former  motion.  His  asotion  wu 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  peculiar  burdens 
on  land,  and  what  be  sakl  was,  that  on 
less  peculiar  burdens  on  land  could  be 
shown  he  conid  not  consent  to  the 
existence  of  the  Corn-laws.  If  that 
were  the  hon.  Gentleman's  object  he 
could  not  accede  to  his  proposition,  al- 
though he  bad  no  fear  of  a  full  inquirv ; 
but  it  was  manifest  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man mistook  an  element  in  consequence 
of  the  Corn-laws  for  these  laws  them- 
selves. It  had  been  proved  by  Mr.  Hus- 
kiaton  and  others  that  starvation  prices 
were  oompatible  «iih  a  free-trade  in  com ; 
and  the  great  object  of  the  Corn-laws  was, 
at  the  same  time,  to  prevent  great  fluctoa* 
tions  and  starvation  prices.  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne had  indignantly  declared  that  no 
new  facts  had  bMU  elicited  by  the  import 
committee,  and  this  abowed  the  absurdity 
of  partial  inquiry.  Land  was  affected, 
indirectly  as  well  as  directly,  bj  taxation, 
and  thia  was  proved  in  tha  instance  of  the 
aalt   lax.     Hon.    GenlleMen    oppoaita 


seemed  to  mistake  the  purpoaa  of  tha 
Corn-laws  altogether.  The  object  waa  to 
secure  a  constant  and  regular  aupply  of 
com.  They  had  the  authority  or  Mr. 
Jacob  that,  if  even  a  small  part  of  their 
supply  failed  them,  the  whole  world 
would  be  unable  to  make  it  up.  It  was 
on  the  land  at  home  that  the  populatioo 
of  the  country  must  be  dependent  for 
their  supply  of  food,  and  if  any  large 
portion  of  the  land  in  England  was 
thrown  out  of  cultivation,  the  people  of 
England  must  be  subjected  to  great  fluc- 
tuation and  to  starvation  prices.  The 
object  of  the  Cora-laws  waa  not  to  keep 
up  the  price  of  com  to  an  extravagant 
height,  but  to  secure  a  supply  of  corn  by 
preventing  land  from  being  thrown  out  of 
cultivation.  If  they  went  into  a  comositlea 
to  inquire  into  the  burdens  borne  by  landt 
the  range  of  inquiry  would  be  much  too 
narrow,  and  they  would  And  themaelvea 
obliged  to  go  into  the  whole  subject  of 
land.  The  impediments  to  the  malting 
trade,  and  the  prohibition  of  growing  to* 
bacco  or  beet-root,  must  be  inquired  into ; 
but  even  then,  if  a  principle  were  set  op 
that  thev  ought  not  to  legislate  on  com, 
unless  they  could  show  Uie  existenca  of 
burdena  on  land,  he  most  repudiate  aneh 
a  principle.  It  waa  his  solemn  belief,  that 
with  a  tixed  duty,  or  with  aoch  a  dut^  aa 
should  not  be  feood  a  sufficient  protectioo, 
there  would  very  soon  be  famine  pricea. 
Unless  they  eneoorased  tha  growth  of 
wheat,  land  must  be  thrown  out  of  cuiti* 
vatioo,  and  then  all  the  world  wooU  ba 
unable  to  furnish  the  wheat  that  thia 
country  would  require. 

Dr.  Bowrmg  said,  that  if  he  had  un- 
derstood the  hon.  Member  for  East  Sussex 
he  had  expressed  a  wish  to  aee  the  inquiry 
propoaed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  She^ 
field's  motion  extended  to  tha  whole 
subject  of  landed  burdens  and  exemptiooa, 
a  proposal  which, doubtless,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  willingly  accept.  There  waa  no 
doubt  that  to  throw  impedimenta  in  the 
way  of  this  or  that  manner  of  cultivating 
land  was  a  burden  on  land,  and  this  would 
form  a  legitimate  sul^ect  for  inquiry  m  tha 
committee  now  moved  for.  He  (Dr. 
Bowrtng)  could  not  but  think,  that  if  the 
whole  question  were  gone  into,  the  feara 
as  to  the  danger  of  a  decrease  in  the  valoo 
of  land  in  England,  by  the  admission  of 
corn  at  a  low  duty,  would  be  shown  to  be 
groundless.  The  hon.  Member  had  gooa 
out  of  hia  way  to  UaiM  iIm  Import  Dulieo 
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Coaimittee,  but  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  R.  Peel)  had  paid  homage  to  the 
labours  of  that  committee  in  the  proposi- 
tioDi  he  had  laid  before  the  House.     la 
almost  every  country  but  this,  land  formed 
the  chief  source  of  revenue.    Mr.  M*Cul- 
loch  estimated  the  land-tax  of  France  at 
one-fifth  or  one-sixth  of  the  whole  revenue 
of  the  country.     He  believed  it  was  much 
more.    The  impdts  fonciers  amounted  to 
262.000,000/.  or  10.480,000/.  and  the  re- 
giitration  to  175,000,000/:,  or  7.000,000/. 
In     Belgium     the    whole    revenue    was 
3,300,000/.,  while  the  land-tax  amounted 
to  1,163,000/.   If  a  land-tax  in  this  coun- 
try was  raised  in  the  same  proportion,  it 
would  amount  to  17,000,000/.     In  Prus- 
sia the  direct  taxes  upon  land  were  ex- 
tremely heavy.    The  whole  revenue   of 
Austria  was   16,000,000/.;  and  of  that 
sum   8,000,000/.  were  paid  by  the  land. 
In  Denmark  the  total  amount  of  revenue 
was  1,500,000/.,  of  which  300,000/.,  or 
one-fifth  was  the  produce  of  the  land-tax. 
If  the  landed  property  in  England  were 
taxed  in  the  same  proportion,  it  would  pay 
10,000,000/.  towards  the  national  revenue. 
Four-sevenths  of  the  revenue  of  Greece 
was  derived  from  land.    If  the  land  in 
England  were  taxed  in  a  similar  propor- 
tion it  would  pay  30,000,000/.  sterling 
instead  of  1,250,000/.;   and  they  must 
bear  in  mind  that  our  land  was  far  more 
productive,  and  therefore,  far  more  able 
to  endure  heavy  burdens,  in  the  shape  of 
taxation,  than  that  of  roost  of  the  countries 
be  bad  mentioned.  In  some  of  the  cantons 
of  Switzerland  the  taxes  u|H)n  land  pro- 
duced nearly  one-half  of  the  whole  revenue. 
It  seemed   to  him,  that  instead  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  beini;  able  to  prove 
that  the  agriculturists  were  subjected  to  ; 
peculiar  burdens,  it  would  appear  that  the  | 
legislation  of  the  country  was  a  history  of  j 
exemptions  granted  to  the  landed  interest , 
especially.      That   was  r-iiily  accounted  j 
for :  a  landed  intere&t  had  been  predomi- 
nant in  the  Legislature,  and  it  was  in  hu- ! 
man  nature  that  the  effect  should  be  as  ! 
he    had   stated.     When  the  tion.  Mem*  ■ 
ber   for   Stockport   had  appealed  to  the  j 
right  hon.  Baronet  to  state  his  views  with  ' 
respect  to  the  burdens  on  land,  he  replied 
thst   it  was  a  philosophical  point,  upon 
which  much  division  of  sentiment  existed, 
and  he  was  not  able  to  expreu  a  decided 
opinion.     Parliament  had  a  right,  there- 
fore, to  call  for  results  which  could  be 
recorded  upon  paper  of  those  peculiar 


burdens  which  had  been  lo  nmeh  UJkad 
about,  and  he  could  not  beliere  th«  C(m»* 
try  would  be  satisfied  without  the  AiUait 
information. 

Mr.  Scarlett  was  prepared  to  reaist  the 

motion,  because  it  was  a  motion  foe  mm 

inquiry  into  an  abstract  questioo.    He 

would  remind  the  hon.  Member  tad  the 

House  that  landed  property  was  cooatuiily 

the  subiect  of  legacy — iu  this  way,  tbtt 

the  land  was  required  under  the  will  to  bt 

sold,  and  its  proceeds  distributed  by  the 

executors  under  the  will.    The  land,  ao 

far,  contributed  to  the  state  through  the 

milium  of  the  legacty  duty.    He  thoeght 

it  was  quite  clear  that  the  great  belk  ef 

the  taxes  was  ultimately  paid  froa  the 

land.     Hardly  any  one  would  deny, 

the  greatest  consumers  paid  the 

portion  of  our  taxation,  and  also  that  the 

landed   interest  were  the  grealeal 

sumers,and  therefore  were  those  who 

mosu    Indeed,  this  was  so  strictly  me» 

that  the  landlords  in  effect,  paid  not  o«ly 

the  tsxes  on  the  luxuries,  but  aho  the 

necessiiries  of  life.     [^A  latigK  «*rf  M- 

nieal   chgerg,']      Hon.    Membeia    aigha 

question  this  assertion,  but  they  wtie  eea 

to  attribute  the  discovery  of  the  beta  am 

which  it  was  made  to  bis  own  geaiaa»  Car 

the  assertion  and  the  arganent  oa  which 

it  was  made  were  to  be  foond  in  that  eUe 

writer  Dr.  Adam  Smith.    If  thia  qevtioa 

were  to  be  permitted  to  be  sifted  thoroeghly 

in  a  committee  above  staira,  he  waa  pa^ 

suaded  it  would  appear  very  clearly  that 

the  land  bears  all  the  burden  of 

certainly,  in  the  proportion  of  four  to 

Another  important  consideration 

not  be   lost  sight  of^naroely,  that  the 

price  of  com  must  affect  the  priea  of 

labour,  and  the    price  of  labour  that  of 

corn,  reciprocally.    The  rent  of  the  kel 

of   this  country  had  been    takee  hy  a 

hii^h    authority   at  40,000,000L  a-yaar. 

Without    including   the    interest  pavaUe 

upon  mortgages,  which,  might*  parhepa* 

be    estimated   at     10,000,000/.    aleffiiaf. 

The  whole  rent  paid  might  fairly,  thee,  ba 

taken  at  /iO.OOO.OOO/.  yearly.     Now,  the 

total  produce  was   taken,  by  the  aaeM 

authority,     to    be    about    2dO,000,MOI. 

sterling.    The  House  would  see  that  if  it 

agreed  to  reduce  the  price  of  commoditiaa 

one-fifth,  this  reduction  woaM  ba  laally 

equal   to  50.000,000/.,  or  to  the  whole 

amount  of  the  rrnts  payable  ibroaghom 

the  kingdom.     Again,  with  rafc 

quently  in  the  hMn  of  baiag 
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the  national  debt  and  ict  pretinre  upon  :  cate ;  for  in  Holland,  where  the  land  was 
the  public,  it  was  very  important  for  the  I  so  highly  taxed,  the  trade  in  corn  was 
House  to  cont ider  the  effect  which  a  dimi- ;  nearly  free.  With  regard  to  the  local  bur- 
nutlon  of  the  price  of  corn  would  hate   dent  which  hon.  Gentlemen  on  theothenide 


upon  the  public  debt ;  for  as  eterything 
might  be  estimated,  and  was  now  ^fre- 
quently in  the  habit  of  being  estimated. 


had  dwelt  so  much  upon,  he  thought  that  ai 
it  was  contended  that  the  object  of  the  pre- 
sent Corn*law  was  not  to  keep  up  rent. 


for  purposes  of  argument,  by  a  corn  price,  |  but  to  give  such  a  remunerative  price  as 
it  must  follow  thai  if  they  agreed  to  di-  {  would  prevent  land  from  going  out  of  cul- 
minish  the  price  of  corn  to  the  extent  of  |  tivation,  it  mi|;ht  be  proved,  that  all  those 
one-fourth,  the  debt  of  the  public  would  I  local  taxes  fell  upon  the  rental,  and  if  they 
then  repreaenta  greater  number  of  quarters  I  were  done  away  with,  not  the  farmer 
of  corn  in  the  same  proportion ;  or,  in  t  would  be  beneBtted,  but  the  landlord.  If 
other  words,  would  increase  the  public  there  were  neither  tithes  nor  poor-rates, 
debt  in  the  same  propbrtion  ai  the  price  of ,  the   farmer  would   pay  more   rent,   and 


com  had  been  depressed. 

Mr.  Ckildirt  said,  it  was  frequently 
contended,  that  in  consequence  of  certain 


would  not,  therefore,  receive  the  advantage. 
There  might  be  taxes  upon  agriculture 
which   would  prevent  corn    from  being 


burdens  being    specially  imposed   upon    raised  at  as  low  a  price  as  might  be,  but 
land*  a  more  extensive  protection  ou-^t  to    upon  that  score  the  farmers  had  no  claim 


be  afiorded  to  the  landed  than  to  the  other 


to  protection,  inasmuch  ai  those  burdens 


interests  of  the  country ;  and  this  protec-  ;  had  of  late  been  very  much  mitigated,  and 
tion  bad,  of  course,  the  effect  of  raising  ■  be  might  mention  tithes  in  kind  as  an  ex- 
the  price  of  com.  He  thought  that  a  clear  ample.  The  Tithe  Commutation  Act  and 
distinction  had  not  been  drawn  between  the  Poor-law,  had  contributed  also  to 
the  burdens  on  land  and  the  burdens  on  lighten  these  burdens.  He  thought  the 
agriculture.  The  burden  of  taxation  had, '  only  real  burden  that  now  existed  upon 
in  all  countries, naturally  fallen  upon  land; ;  the  land  was  the  Corn-law  itself.    That 


but  he  denied  that  the  landed  interests  of 
England  bad  been  peculiarly  affected  by 
taxation.  If  he  were  asked  why  this  was, 
he  would  reply  that  the  landed  interests 
had  always  been  so  powerfully  represented 
in  that  House,  that  they  had  never  per- 
mitted the  imposition  of  any  burden  upon 


law  was  the  greatest  injury  to  the  landed 
interest.  He  believed  if  the  Corn-law 
were  abolished,  they  would  soon  see  in 
England  what  was  seen  in  Scotland,  where 
they  were  adopting  the  newest  and  best 
principles  of  cultivation,  and  were  able  to 
raise  com  without  the  fear  of  Cora-lawa 
land  which  they  could  possibly  avoid. ;  before  their  eyes. 
In  those  countries  where  despotic  power  |  Mr.  O.  Palmer  was  unwilling  to  make 
was  exercised,  land  had  been  found  the  !  any  observation  which  reflected  upon  the 
most  easy  subject  of  taxation ;  but,  al- ''  objects  or  motives  of  the  manufacturing 
though  England  produced  an  immense  interest  upon  this  occasion,  and  he  felt 
revenuey  a  very  small  portion  was  raised  an  equally  strong  objection  to  suffer  the 
directly  from  land.  In  Denmark  one- '  impeachment  that  had  been  made  against 
third  of  the  revenue  was  raised  by  direct !  the  agricultural  interest  to  be  anrefuted— 
taxee  on  land ;  in  Austria  one-half  the '  namely,  the  imputation  of  the  agricul- 
whole  amount  of  taxation  was  paid  by  the  '  turists,  for  their  own  interests's  sake,  were 
landed  interest;  in  Belgium  upwardsof  one- I  disposed  to  starve  the  manufacturing 
third  of  the  taxation  was  obtained  from  ,  classes.  That  accusation  was  totally  witb- 
land ;  and  in  France  the  proportion  of  the  out  foundation.  The  interests  of  the  two 
whole  taxation  borne  by  the  landed  interest '  were  essentially  interwoven,  and  there  was 
was  about  one-fourth.  In  England,  how-  no  one  interest  in  this  great  country  the 
ever,  the  landed  interest  contributed  to-  I  welfare  of  which  was  not  affected  by  and 
wards  the  revenue,  not  more,  he  believed,  did  not  affect  the  interest  and  welfare  of 
than  1,250,0(KM.,  or  only  about  one-fortieth  the  other;  and  more  particularly  was  the 
part  of  the  whole  amount  of  taxation.  In  welfare  of  the  manufacturer  dependent 
the  countries  to  which  he  had  alluded  the  upon  that  of  the  agricultural  body,  which 
agriculturists  might,  according  to  the  was  the  first  consumer  and  best  customer 
arguments  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  of  the  manufacturer.  The  manufacturer 
justly  put  forth  claims  to  very  extensive  and  the  merchant  had  many  advantages 
protection.  Such,  however,  wis  not  the  .  which  the  agriculturist  had  not ;  and  he 
VOLLXI.    {2SJj  T 


M7 


ComBtO- 


{COMMONS} 


JSurdmi  M  Imil.       lit 


believed  he  ipoke  the  truth  when  he  taid, 
that    many  clngliih    maaufacturert    had 
invested  their  capital  in  manufactaret  in 
Belgiuoi  — which,  far  be  it  from  him  to  aay, 
that  they  had  no  right  to  do-^and  it  was 
well  known  that  large  qaantities  of  ma- 
chinery had   been    manufactured  in  this 
country  an<l  eiporled  to  other  countries, 
and  yet  the  manufacturers  came  forward 
and   complained   of   the  competition  of 
manufactures  established  in  those  coun- 
tries.    Look  at  the  facilities  of  n.anufar- 
tare  which  the  manufacturers  enjoyed.   It 
had  even  been  boasted  that  cotton  brought 
into  Liverpool  on  the  Monday  had  been 
manufactured  and  re-exported  before  the 
following  Saturday  night.  The  af(riculturi»t 
had  no  such  facility ;  ha  could  not  prepare 
bis  land,  sow  the  seed,  and  reap  his  crops 
in  so  short  a  time,  or  anything  like  it.  The 
manufacturer  could  turn  his  capitnl  twenty 
times  in  a  year  by  means  of  the  system  of 
credit  which  had  of  late  years  been  eslab* 
lished  in  this  country,  which  enabled  him« 
in  the  course  of  ten  or  twelve  days  after  the 
shipment  of  his  goods,  to  get  the  bills  dis- 
counted with  which  they  were  paid,  where- 
as  the  agriculturist  could   only  turn  liis 
capital  once  in  tlie  year.     But  there  were 
other  parties  whose  interests  must  be  con- 
sidered.    The  small  tradesman,  the  shoe, 
maker,  and  the  mechanic,  were  manufac- 
turers also;  and  if,  by  withdrawing  all 
protection,  agriculture  were  to    l>e  dis- 
couraged and  destroyed,  how  were  those 
persons   to  be  maintained?     He  had  no 
wish  to  keep  up  any  one  indiviilual  interest 
at   the  expeuce  of  others;  but  he  knew 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  country  depended 
upon  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.     Thai 
wbich,  under  the  providence  of  God  was 
produced  by  the  land  to  aupport  ihe  life  of 
man  was  that  which,  when  reduced  into 
the  currency  of  the  country,  formed  the 
capital  of  the  country ;  and  if,  by  any  rtf- 
gulation,  they  reduced  the  value  of  that 
capital,  which  now  entered  inio  manufac- 
tures as  well  as  agriculture,  and  set  the 
whole  enpine  in  inotion,  would  it  not  have 
the  same*  eflrct  upon  the  whole  trade  and 
interests  of  the  country  as  would  be  pro- 
duced upon  any  manufacturer  or  SMrrch ant 
if  thi-y  deprived  him  of  a  portion  of  the 
capital  whirh  he  had  embarked  in  bif  trade.' 
He  could  have  wiahed  that  a  cunimitiee 
had  hern  appointed  to  consider  what  were 
\hv  biirdfiii,  not  np«kn  any  one  particul.ir 
interest,  hut  what  were  the  burdrnt  u|»on 
every  lutercst  iQ  the  country  which  re- 


quired protectioa  ai  against  other 
tries.  He  would  encourage  fora«  Utdc^ 
but  he  would  not  aachfiica  tba  nDOM  in- 
terest for  the  sake  of  iL  We  mnat  gwwd 
that  we  had ;  and  if  thia  country  was  hmt 
true  to  its  own  interests*  no  power  on 
earth  could  injure  it.  There  was  no  wnog 
of  resources  in  this  country.  Mr.  Pill  bad 
raised  from  it  hundreds  of  millions  of  Mo- 
ney, and  yet  the  country  prospered.  Tko 
country  had  not  become  poorer  in 
sequence,  and  he  trusted  that  eqnni 
parity  would  result  from  the  mensun 
proposed  by  the  Government. 

Sir  R.  Peel :    I  #Uh,  8ir«  to  cnU  tho 

attention   of  the  House  to  the  Vmm  m 

which,  and  the  circumstances  nndor  which 

the  motion  of  the  hon.  Genileninn  opp^ 

site  is  made.    Thb  is,  I  believe,  the  lonr* 

teenth  night  we  have  been  kepi  in  di^ 

cussion  u|ion  tlie  Coro-Uw,  and  as  ynt  ar« 

have  not  lieen  allowed  to  go  into  com» 

raittee.    There  are  some  lK>n.  Menihatts 

on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Houst  vhn 

difler  from  this  bill,  who  object  lo  tho 

principles  of  this  bill,  who  are  advene  lo 

the  deiiili  of  this  bill,  and  yet 

ing  the  large  majorities  by  whach  ii 

been  atKrmed  in  this  House,  nod 

dering  that  the  sense  of  tho  Hi 

been  fairly  and  fully  taken,- 

also  that  the  trade  of  the  country  in 

ral,  and  the  corn-trade  in  partknlnr*  in 

affected  and  embarrassed  by  oonlinnnl  do* 

lay— -saeinf  also  that  this  bill  is  ndaillad 

to  bo  a  great  improvement  of  the  lum^ 

seeing  that  ii  is  aidmitted  lo  be  a 

derable  mitigation   of  the  eaisting 

derived  from  the  present  slate  of  the 

~have  come  to  the  conclusion, 

taotly  and  most  wisely  aa  I  think,  thnt  ihn 

sense  of  the  Houss  having 

quivocally  manifested,  the  sooner  the 

vantages  of  the  bill  are  reaped  the  hallak 

The  qaesiion  for  them  to  conaidcr  ia, 

ther  there  be  any  prospect  of  oveml 

the  sense  of  the  majoritv  of  thia  Il< 

and  if  there  be  not,  whether,  upon  n 

parison  of  evils  and  advantages*  it  is 

to  go  on  with  a  protracted,  aod  in  iho 

useless  discussion.  The  hon.  Memhnr  hod 

tbe  whole  of  last  Sesaion  to  ooossd 

proposal:    he  knew  the  Corn-law 

runie  under  discussion,  be  had  fnll 

ample  op|iortuoiiy  for  proposing  his 

uiifii'c.  yet  he  permits  os  lo  have  ihk 

ni|;hli  of  dis«'«a«ioo,  five  of  which 

u|NHi  ji  subject  identical  with  the 

--4i»e  prelStrence  of  an  absolnle  raiponl^ 
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the  proposal  of  the  GoveronenI— ■nd  yet 
oo  the  fourteenth  night  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man comet  forward  and  proposes,  that  the 
whole  proceeding  oo  the  Corn-law  be  tus- 
|>ended  until  his  committee  shall  hate 
made  their  report.  What  I  call  upon  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  do  is,  to  adhere  to  his 
own  notice.  The  object  of  (riving  these 
notices  was  not  to  mislead.  The  object  is 
to  instruct  the  House,  and  to  inform  it  of 
the  nature  of  the  motion  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  bring  forward.  But  here,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  also  has  been  spending 
his  time  in  ransacking  hustings  speeches 
— who  has  been  looking  over  all  the  de- 
bates of  1834,  after  thirteen  nights  of  de- 
bate, with  the  country  eipecting,  that  the 
House  will  at  last  decide  what  is  to  be  the 
law  regulating  the  importation— here  the 
hon.  Gentleman  comes  down  and  occupies 
our  time,  not  with  reference  to  the  exist- 
ing debate,  but  with  a  recitation  and 
comparison  of  all  that  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  has  said,  all  that  I  have  said, 
and  all  that  other  persons  have  said,  in 
the  year  1834.  And  this  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman thinks  will  satisfy  the  impatience 
of  the  country!  This,  be  thinks,  will 
afford  a  gratification  to  the  people,  who 
are  anaious  to  have  the  question  settled 
and  the  law  determined  I  He  satiafies 
the  country  and  gratifies  the  people,  not 
by  discuMing  the  question  properly  before 
the  House,  but  bv  leisurely  reviewing  the 
proceedings  which  took  place  six  or  seven 
years  ago.  1  ask  the  hop.  Gentleman, 
who  baa  given  so  much  time  and  attention 
to  this  subject,  at  least  to  make  up  his 
mind  as  to  what  his  motion  shall  be.  I 
came  down  to  the  House  to-night  expect- 
ing that  he  would,  at  all  events,  adhere  to 
the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice. 
That  notice  of  motion,  do  doubt,  is  a  per- 
fectly legitimate  and  fair  one.  It  was  in 
these  terms : — 

"  On  the  motion  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  leave 
the  chair  to  go  into  committee  on  the  Corn 
Inportation  Bill,  to  move.  That  it  is  inczpe- 
dient  to  impose  any  duty  upon  the  importation 
of  foreign  oom  until  this  House  sliall  have 
inquireo  wlietlier  there  are  any  special  burdens 
peculiariy  affecting  Uie  landed  ioierest  of  tliis 
couniiy,  or  any  special  exemptions  enjoyed  by 
ibat  ioltrest,  and  shall  have  ascertained  their 
n  iturc  and  extent.  ** 

According  to  that  motion  the  iMue 
fairly  brought  before  us  is  this— shall 
the  Ck)rn  Importatioa  Bill  be  poaipotied 
till  this  committee  which  the  boo.  Gentle- 


man would  appoint  shall  have  concluded 
its  inquiries  and  made  iu  report?  I  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  stand  by  his  own 
notice,  and  bring  that  question  to  issue. 
I  ask  him  to  claim  leave  of  the  House  to 
withdraw  the  motion  with  which  he  con- 
cluded his  speech,  and  adhere  to  that  of 
which  he  gave  notice.  LiCt  me  under- 
stand, as  1  have  a  right  to  understand, 
whether  the  House  of  Commons  is  now  of 
opinion  that  the  Corn  Importation  Bill 
shall  be  pursued  to  its  completion,  or  whe- 
ther it  shall  be  suspended  indefinitely, 
until  the  hon.  Gentleman's  committee 
shall  have  reported.  I  ask  the  noble  Lord 
who  sits  on  the  hon.  Gentleman's  right 
hand  whether  it  be  not  consistent  with  the 
usages  of  Parliament  that  I  ahould  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  adhere  to  the  mo- 
tion of  which  notice  was  given  upon  the 
paper?  The  hon.  Gentleman  originally 
gave  notice  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee. It  was  competent  to  him  to  renew 
that  notice.  But,  instead  of  doing  so,  he 
alters  the  terms  of  his  motion,  and  ex- 
pressly joins  issue  with  me  as  to  whether  I 
will  assent  to  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee, or  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  the  question  that  no  Corn-law  shall 
pass  until  a  committee  of  inquiry  shall 
have  reported  as  to  the  exbteuce  or  non- 
existence of  any  special  burdens  upon  the 
land,  I  say  that,  consistently  with  fair- 
neas,  and  with  all  the  uaages  of  Parlia- 
ment, be  ought  to  bring  forward  the  nso- 
tion  of  which  be  gave  notice.  He  bad 
ample  time  to  consider  his  course,  and 
determine  what  it  should  be  before  he 
placed  his  notice  upon  the  order  paper. 
It  is  something  perfectly  novel  for  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  give  a  specific  notice  of 
motion— not  to  offer  one  word  of  intima- 
tion to  those  opposite  to  him  of  his  inten- 
tion to  change  that  motion — to  make  the 
whole  of  his  speech  without  saying  that 
he  had  altered  his  mind,  and  then,  at  the 
close  of  a  long  addreas,  quietly  to  put 
into  the  bands  of  the  Speaker,  not  the 
motion  which  the  House,  from  his  notice, 
expected  from  him,  but  another  motion  of 
a  very  different  character.  1  will  not  now 
stop  10  inquire  whether,  in  this  stage  of 
our  proceedings,  it  is  fitting  or  not  that  a 
committee  should  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider this  question.  Bat  this  I  say,  that  I 
for  one  will  not  consent  to  a  suspension  of 
the  Corn  Importation  Bill  until  such  a 
committee  shall  have  been  appointed,  and 
have  made  its  report.  1  separate  the  quea* 
T2 
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tion  of  the  Btneii  or  unfitnetn  of  tppoint- 
ing  a  committee,  from  the  question  of 
whether  this  bill  shall  be  suspended  or  not 
suspended.  The  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee, considered  by  itself,  may  be  pro- 
per or  not  proper,  but  I  maintain  it  is  not 
proper  if  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  sus- 
pendin>7  ihis  bill.  Depend  upon  it  you 
will  not  carry  public  opinion  and  public 
favour  with  you  in  the  attempt  to  pursue 
this  course  of  obstruction  and  delay.  You 
knew  last  Session  of  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  deal  with  this  question.  I 
never  taunted  the  noble  l«orid  (Lord  J. 
Russell)  for  not  stating  exactly  what  were 
the  burdens  upon  the  lana  which  he 
regarded  as  a  justiBcation  of  his  proposal 
for  placing  a  fixed  duty  of  81.  upon  the 
importation  of  foreign  com.  What  I  said 
was  this,  that  the  noble  Lord  would  labour 
under  the  same  difficulty  as  I  did  in  specify- 
ing the  exact  amount  of  burden  upon  the 
land, in  consideration  of  which  he  proposed 
to  give  a  protection  of  81.  I  was  challenged 
to  show  why  a  maximum  of  20s.  was 
necessary  to  protect  the  landed  interest.  1 
said,  that  that  objection  would  apply  with 
equal  force  to  any  specific  amount  of  pro« 
tectioD  that  might  be  proposed,  whether 
fixed  or  graduated.  I  rested  the  claims 
of  the  land  to  protection,  not  upon  iis 
peculiar  burdens  alone,  but  upon  other 
grounds.  I  said,  that  protection  to  the 
produce  of  the  soil  had  been  aflforded  for 
the  last  160  years — that  large  capital  bad 
been  invested  on  land  under  that  system 
of  protection-  and  that  nothing,  there- 
fore, in  my  opinion,  could  be  more  unwisp 
than  to  risk  the  disturbance  of  the  inte- 
rests embarked  in  agriculture  by  the  suil- 
den   withdrawal  of  the  protection  which 


continue  protection  to  a  ctrtain  •itart  !• 
our  domestic  agriculture.  I  iaid,ahoi  thu 
I  firmly  believe,  that  there  are  i pecid  and 
peculiar  burdens  affecting  the  land  m 
compared  with  the  other  great  intereala  of 
the  country.  The  hon.  Oentlemin  (H r« 
Ward)  scoffs  at  the  notion  of  tiiha 
a  burden  upon  the  land,  and  exprasaai 
astonishment,  that  toy  man  oa  thia 
of  the  House  should  be  weak  and 
enough  to  suppose,  that  titbea  hatt  ratily 
anything  to  do  with  the  burdena  borM  b^ 
the  landed  interest.  The  hoo.  GtntlMaMi 
may  be  a  very  great  authority  npoo 
ters  of  political  economy,  but  I 
serve,  that  there  are  others,  oearly 
to  him,  perhaps,  who  have  entertiuaod  • 
very  different  opinion  upon  thia  qoeitiQa 
of  tithes  and  their  relatk>n  to  tko  bttd. 
They  wrote,  perhaps,  in  timai 
lively  barbarous,  and  theirnames, 
may  not  be  so  eminent  aa  that  of  thn 
Member;  but  Adam  Smith,  forOBt» 
pressly  declares,  that  ht  regaida  titlMa^ 
constituting  a  burden  upon  the  land« 
superior  intelligence  of  the  bon. 
man  may  induce  bin  to  diseaid  iIm  m^ 
tion,  and  to  discard  it  with  contempt;  b«l 
Adam  Smith  was  certainly  weak  wmomjk 
to  look  upon  tithes  as  a  burden  npoB  no 
soil.  Adam  Smith  expreasea  Unailf  m 
these  words: — 


**  Taxes  upon  the  produce  of  land  an^  te 
realitv,  taxes  upon  the  rent ;  and,  thong^ 
may  be  originally  advanced  by  the  faraat 
finally  paid  by  the  landlord.  When  a 
portion  of  the  produce  is  to  be  paid  avqf 
a  tax,  the  farmer  computes,  as  well  aa  kn 
what  the  value  of  this  portion  is,  one  year 
another,  likely  to  amount  to ;  and  be 
proportionable  abatement  in  the  rent  wkiek  ka 
af^rees  to  pay  to  the  landlord.    Thaio  la  M» 


had  so  long  been  afforded  to  them,  undtT  I  farmer  who  does  not  compute 


which  the  existing  relations  of  society  had, 
in  a  ^reat  degree,  been  formed,  and  in 
reliance  upon  which  so  much  wealth  h.id 
been  directed  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
You  have  a  perfect  right  to  difl'er  from  me 
in  that  view,  and  to  tell  me,  th.it  my  opin- 
ions  are  mistaken.  I  said,  that  another 
ground  for  affording  protection  wns,  to  in- 
sure  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  such 
a  growth  of  domestic  produce  as  siiould 
prevent  the  risk,  the  imminent  ri«k,  as  1 
thought,  if  all  protection  were  di«con- 
tmued,  of  placing  the  country  in  a  position 
of  entire,  unqualified  dependence  up.in 
foreign  countries  for  a  supply  ot  corn. 
Tu  make  infuranci'  u^ain^t  »uch  a  c;i- 
Ismity,  I   said  1  thought  it  necessary  to 


the  church  tiihe,  which  is  a  land-tax  of 
kind,  is,  one  year  with  another,  lika^  I0 
amount  to.^ 

But  the  hoo.  Gentleman  aaya^ 

''There  has  lieen  a  commutation  of  lilhaa  «f 
late  years,  which  alters  tlie  whole 
cau^e  formerly  the  amount  of  titiM 
lain,  and  %ar)ing  from  year  to  year 
to  I  lie  (]uaiiiity  of  produce,  whereas,  it  n 
cuniparati%rly  hxe«i   and  certain; 
whjievcr  the  opinion  in  former  til 
Uaw  l>eeii.  It  ifl  now  dear,  that  tithat  no ! 
con%ii:ute  a  burden  upon  the  land.'* 

It  may  be  so,  but  Adam  Smith 
fioni  ilie  hon.  (lenileman  upon  thia 
slio,  fur  Adam  Smith  distinctly  anyn:<^ 

*'  WbtD,  in«iead  either  of  a  e 
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of  the  produce  of  the  liind,  or  of  the  price  of  a 
certain  portion,  i  certain  sum  of  money  is  to 
be  paid  in  full  compensation  for  all  tax  or  tithe, 
the  tax  becomes,  in  this  case,  exactly  of  the 
•ame  nature  with  the  land-tax  of  England.  It 
neither  rises  nor  falls  with  the  rent  of  the  land. 
It  neither  encourages  nor  discourages  improve* 
ment.  The  tithe  in  the  greater  part  of  those 
parishes  which  pay  what  is  callea  i  modus  in 
lieu  of  all  otlier  tithe,  is  a  tax  of  this  kind." 

I  must  say,  when  in  any  country  you 
throw  the  whole  burden,  or  the  great  part 
of  the  burden,  of  maintaining  the  Estab- 
lished Church  upon  the  land,  if  you  col- 
lect that  burden  by  an  uncertain  rate, 
varying  with  the  produce  of  the  soil,  it 
acts,  no  doubt,  as  a  greater  discourage- 
meot  to  agriculture  than  if  it  were  com- 
moted to  a  modus  or  fixed  sum.  It  is 
clear  that  the  commutation  of  such  an 
uncertain  tax  as  tithe  into  a  fixed  and 
definite  sum,  must  operate  as  a  great  be- 
nefit to  the  land — a  ^eat  encouragement 
to  the  improved  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
and  an  increased  stimulant  to  the  appli- 
cation of  capital  to  the  purposes  of  agrt- 
colture.  I  do  not  deny  that ;  but  I  say, 
that  Adam  Smith  and  Mr.  Ricardo  both 
of  them  distinctly  declare,  that  they  con- 
sider tithes  a  banden  upon  the  land.  There 
cannot  be  a  question  as  to  what  the  opin- 
ions of  those  writers  were  upon  the  point. 
Mr.  Ricardo  says:  — 

"  If  the  importation  price  of  wheat  was  60f. 
a  quarter  in  England,  and  it  was  60t.  a  quar- 
ter on  the  continent,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
burden  of  tithes  wheat  was  raised  in  England 
to  701.  a  quarter,  a  duty  of  lOf.  ought  also  to 
be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
com." 

These  were  the  opiniooi  of  Mr.  Ricardo. 
They  may  be  entirely  wrong,  bot  they 
certainly  diflfer  very  much  from  those  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman.  Don't  let  the  hon. 
Gentleman  suppose,  that  three  or  four 
days  will  settle  this  question  in  commit- 
tee. I  am  not  now  saying,  whether  it  may 
be  proper  or  not  to  appoint  a  committee 
for  the  porpose  of  inquiring  into  the  bur- 
dens of  the  land ;  but  this  I  may  say, 
that  as  far  as  I  have  had  any  commonica- 
tioD  with  the  landed  interest,  they  have 
evinced  no  apprehensions  as  to  the  result 
of  such  ao  inquiry  as  that  proposed  in  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  original  notice  of  mo- 
tion. I  confine  myself  to  that  original 
motion,  because  it  is  the  only  one  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  can  properhf  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  House.  The  landed  in- 
tereal,  u  far  a$  I  kave  commuaicated  with 


them,  have  not  told  me,  that  they  thought 
it  essential  to  their  interests,  that  inquiry 
into  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  pe- 
culiar burdens  borne  by  them  should  be 
absolutely  precluded ;  but  I  assure  tha 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  such  an  inquiry 
would  be  of  rather  longer  continuance 
than  he  appears  to  think.  Coming  here 
himself,  and  laying  down  his  dicta  as  an 
authority  upon  the  subject,  he  will  be  met 
by  others  who  may  differ  from  him,  and 
whose  opinions,  though  opposed  to  his 
own,  may  yet  be  regarded  as  worthy  of 
some  consideration.  1  for  one  am  not 
prepared  to  be  governed  by  all  the  conclu- 
sions at  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
arrived  upon  this  subject.  The  question 
**  What  is  the  exact  amount  of  the  special 
burden  imposed  upon  the  land?  is  in  my 
estimation  an  extremely  diflicult  one  upon 
which  to  form  an  accurate  opinion.  It  is 
a  question  which,  according  to  my  view  of 
it,  must  be  determined  rather  upon  (general 
reasoning,  than  upon  the  positive  dicta  of 
any  twelve  or  fifteen  gentlemen  who  may 
be  formed  into  a  committee  to  consider  of 
it.  Tithe,  church-rates,  in  short  pretty 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  maintenance  of 
the  Established  Church,  is  imposed  upon 
the  land.  I  do  not  deny,  that  in  towns  a 
very  considerable  sum  is  raised  towards 
the  support  of  the  church  in  the  form  of 
church-rates;  but,  upon  the  whole,  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  the  land  pays  a 
very  full  proportion  of  the  amount  which 
is  levied  generally  for  the  payment  of 
chtirch-rates.  That,  of  course,  would  be 
one  subject  of  inquiry  before  a  committee. 
Another  subject  of  inquiry  would  be,  how 
the  stock  and  profits  of  trade  were 
now  allowed  to  escape  the  payment  of 
poor-rates.  Because  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  original  policy  of  the  law 
was,  that  stock-in-trade  and  the  profits  of 
trade  should  contribute  equally  with  the 
land  to  the  support  of  the  poor.  It  was 
found  so  difficult,  however,  to  collect  a 
fair  and  proper  quota  of  the  rate  from 
stock-in-trade  and  the  profits  of  trade, 
that  you  passed,  not  many  months  since, 
an  act  directly  at  variance  with  the  original 
object  of  the  law,  relieving  trade  from  this 
contribution  to  the  poor-rates,  and,  of 
coarse,  placing  the  burden  upon  the  land. 
I  believe  that  of  late  years  there  has  been 
a  more  eqaal  apportionment  of  the  poor* 
rate  ;  but  if  I  take  the  whole  of  the  contri- 
bution now  made  for  relief  of  the  poor,  I 
think  I  shall  still  find,  I  do  not  say  in 
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what  proportion,  but  certainly  that  a  very 
large  proportion  of  it  it  levied  upon  the 
land.  I  do  not  think  that  my  hon.  Friend 
meant  to  intist  upon  it  that  the  return  of 
1826  afforded  an  exact  view  of  the  reUtife 
proportion  in  which  the  difitrent  tnierestt 
of  the  country  contributed  to  this  burden 
at  the  present  moment.  But  I  will  tell 
you  what  the  relative  proportion  was  in 
1826.  The  proportion  levied  from  thv 
land  in  that  year  was  4,523,000/. ;  from 
dwelling-houses,  1,788,000/.;  from  niilU, 
factories,  ^c.  255,000/.  As  1  said  befon-, 
I  do  not  quote  this  as  an  exact  indication 
of  what  the  proportion  is  now  ;  but  I  still 
think  if  you  refer  to  the  original  policy  of 
the  act  of  Elizabeth,  you  will  find  that  the 
sum  contributed  from  other  sources  is  pro- 
portionately far  leu  than  that  contributed 
by  the  land.  Looking  to  other  burdens 
that  bear  upon  the  land,  I  know  that  there 
are  many,  who  contend,  and  to  a  certain 
extent  their  argument  is  true,  that  these 
burdens  are  borne  not  by  the  land  itself, 
but  by  the  consumer  of  the  produce  derived 
from  the  land.  This  argument  has  been 
specially  applied  to  the  article  of  barley. 
The  revenue  derived  from  barley,  includ- 
ing the  malt-tax  and  the  duty  upon  spirits, 
may  be  taken  at  10,000,000/.  a- year.  I 
know  that  the  consumer  pays  a  very  largp 
proportion  of  that  amount  of  taxation ; 
but  1  know  also  that  in  manufiACturcs  the 
doctrine  is  this  :  if  you  have  a  duty  upon 
any  particular  article  of  manufacture  you 
diminish  the  consumption  of  that  particu- 
lar article.  I  am  constantly  told,  (und  1 
am  going  to  act  upon  the  principle  in 
some  degree), "  reduce  the  duty  upon  any 
article  of  great  consumption,  and  the  con- 
sumption of  that  article  will  increase." 
True ;  and  if  I  were  to  reduce  the  duty 
on  barley  I  should,  no  doubt,  promote  the 
consumption  of  it ;  but  what  I  contend  is 
this  :  if  I  levy  a  duty  amounting  to  nearly 
1 0,O0C).000/.' a-year  upon  one  fMrticular 
article  of  agricultural  produce,  although  it 
it  perfectly  true  that  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  that  duty  is  borne  by  the  con- 
sumer, vet  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  what 
propoition  falls  upon  the  consumer  and 
what  pru|iortion  u|ion  the  land.  It  would 
l>c  most  difficult  to  determine  where  the 
land  ceases,  and  where  the  consumer 
begins  to  pay  this  tax.  I  say,  then,  that 
1  cannot  prove  to  you,  as  you  call  upon  me 
10  do,  what  is  the  exact  and  precise 
amount  of  the  rpcciul  burdens  imposed 
vpon  the  land.    11  would  rtquire  a  wiser 
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Sheffield  into  in  iuquiry  which  may  pos- 
sibly tenninite  some  three  seuions  hence." 
1  leivti  it  to  the  country  to  decide  whether 
my  objection  to  the  hoo.  Gentleman's 
motion  is  not  •  reasonable  one.  To  that 
motion  1  shall  certainly  give  my  decided 
opposition. 

Mr.  Strutt  could  not  but  think  that 
there  was  one  very  obvious  fallacy  in  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  who  had 
just  sat  down.  The  right  bon.  Baronet 
said,  that  tithes  were  a  burden  u|K)n  the 
land,  and  he  quoted  Adam  Smith  in  sup* 
port  of  that  view.  No  doubt,  in  one  sense 
of  the  word,  they  were  a  burden  upon  the 
land,  inasmuch  as  they  were  payable  by 
the  land ;  but  the  question  the  House  had 
to  consider,  was  not  whether  they  were  a 
burden  upon  the  land,  but  whether  they 
were  a  burden  upon  the  landowner.  The 
right  bon.  Baronet  must  have  changed  bis 
opinion  upon  this  point  within  the  last  few 
Tears ;  for  if  his  previous  speeches  were  to 
be  relied  upon,  he  did  not  formerly  con- 
sider the  burden  of  tithe  as  chargeable 
upon  the  land.  Neither  could  he  (Mr. 
Strutt)  reconcile  the  opinions  now  ex- 
pressed by  the  right  lion.  Baronet  with 
the  opinions  which  be  uttered  to  the 
House  two  years  ago,  when  the  question 
of  church-rates  was  under  discussion. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  then  contended 
that  the  dissenters  had  no  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  payment  of  church-rates, 
because  they  baid  purchased  their  property 
with  the  full  knowledge  that  it  was  subject 
to  such  an  imposition.  Having  used  that 
argument  agamst  the  claims  of  dissenters 
in  reference  to  the  question  of  church- 
rates,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the 
right  hoo.  Baronet  could  now  turn  round 
and  say  that  the  landowners  had  a  claim 
to  compensation,  or  protection,  in  con- 
sideration of  tithes,  poor-rates,  and  other 
burdens,  which  fell  heavily  and  exclusively 
vpoQ  them.  If  the  dissenter  bought  bis 
property  snUect  to  church-rates,  did  not 
•very  man  who  bought  land  bay  it  subject 
to  titbe,  or  to  land-tax,  or  to  poors^rates? 
If  the  dissenter  had  do  claim  in  respect  to 
chuicb^rmtesy  what  claim  hid  the  land- 
owner in  reapect  to  tithe  or  land-tax,  or 
poors'-rates?  It  ippeired  to  him  that  the 
BOD.  Member  for  Sneffield  had  made  out 
1  prima/acie  eise  Ibr  inquiring  into  the 
speciil  bardeos  borne  by  the  lend.  Many 

Entlemeo  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Mise  objected  to  toe  hon.  Member's 
WKAMOf  becaise  it  «m  too  definite    too 


precise.  They  said,  if  it  embraced  a 
wider  field — if  it  embraced  the  burdens 
upon  manufactures,  the  restrictions  upon 
commerce,  and  a  multitude  of  other  mat- 
ters, thev  would  not  object  to  it.  But  be 
appealed  to  the  House  whether,  if  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  had  shaped  his 
motion  in  that  way,  precisely  the  contrarr 
argument  would  not  have  been  osea 
against  him  ?  He  would  then  have  been 
told  "  your  motion  is  too  vague,  too 
general,  it  would  never  be  brought  to  i 
conclusion,  it  would  last  over  a  number  of 
years,  therefore  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
support  it.  Would  not  that  have  been  the 
language  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R. 
Peel)?  Thinking  that  a  sufficient  case 
had  been  made  out  to  warrant  an  inquiry, 
he  should  give  his  hearty  support  to  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Shef- 
field. 

Mr.  Cobden  thought  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  show  that  the  delav  which  had 
arisen  in  the  discussion  of  tnis  question 
was  not  owing  to  the  proceedings  of  that 
(the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House.  He 
^gg^  letLve  to  recil  to  the  recollection  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  bis  own  words  in 
opening  the  discussion  of  the  com  duties. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  ssid  on  that  occa- 
sion— *'  Yon  are  entitled  to  place  such  i 
duty  on  foreign  com  is  is  equivalent  to 
the  special  burdens  which  you  impose  on 
agriculture,  and  any  additional  protection 
to  agriculture  can  be  vindicated  only  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the 
country  in  general.**  Now  he  (Mr.  Cob- 
den) asked  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  after 
the  speech  which  he  delivered  on  the  9th 
of  February,  to  state  his  views  with  respect 
to  these  burdens,  ind  the  inswer  which  he 
got  was,  that  instead  of  having  a  formal 
and  official  enumeration  of  them,  it  would 
be  more  consistent  with  the  forms  of  the 
House  to  state  them  in  the  speeches  de- 
livered during  the  debate.  They  had  gone 
into  committee ;  debate  after  debate  had 
taken  place ;  the  right  hon.  Baronet  hid 
been  isked  igiin  ind  again  to  state  what 
were  these  special  burdens;  but  he  had 
declined  to  do  so,  and  he  (Mr.  Cobden) 
therefore  thought  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Sheffield  perfectly  justified  in 
adopting  his  present  course.  His  hon. 
Friend  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to 
bring  his  motion  under  the  consideratioo 
of  the  House  on  Thnisday  last.  He  came 
down  to  the  House  it  a  qaiiter  to  four 
o'elock,  lod  found  between  thirty  lad 
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forty  Members  on  that  (the  Opposition) 
side    of   the    House;    but  the  opi)osite 
benches  were  empty ;  rumours  were  abroad 
among  tlie  opposition    ranks,  that  there 
had  l>cen  "  a  whip"  not  to  bring  hon. 
Members  down  to  the  House,  but  to  keep 
them  away — in  vulgar  parlance,  the  mea- 
sure was  to  be  **  burked."   Hon.  Members 
renowned  for  their  punctual  attendance  at 
the  devotions  of  the  House  were  absent — 
even  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Oxford  was  not  in  time  for 
prayers.     It  semed  that  they  were  not  to 
be  permitted  to  discuss  the  question.     He 
could  not  understand  why  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  refused  to  entertain  it  to-night. 
They  were  told   that  the  law  must  be 
passed,   because    the   corn-dealers    were 
anxious  that  it  should  come  into  operation. 
He  could  only  say,  that,  as  far  as  his  con- 
stituents were  concerned,  no  such  anxiety 
existed.  He  had  in  his  pocket  a  resolution 
agreed  to  at  a  public  meeting,  in  the  open 
air,   with  the    Mayor   in    the  chair,    to 
make   every  opposition   to  the   measure 
of    the   right   bon.    Baronet    consistent 
with  the  forms  of  the  House.     He  knew 
that  his  hon.    Friend   the    Member  for 
Manchester  had  received  a  similar  request. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  comply  with 
that  request,  for  he  did  not  mean  to  otfer 
any  factious  opposition,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  if  he  was  to  be  forbidden  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  in  a  speech  partaking 
strongly  of  the   character  of  a  lecture, 
from  further  discussion  of  this  question, 
because  a  majority  had  decided  upon  the 
second  readmg  of  the  bill,  he  would  take 
leave  to  tell  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that 
he  did  not  come  there  to  bow  to  the  will 
of  that  majority  i^ithout  endeavouring  to 
make  them  listen  to  reason ;  nor  would  he,  | 
until  the  measure  became  law,  cease  to 
urge  cveiy  arfrumcnt  which  could  be  found 
against  it.     Notwithstanding  the  refusal 
of  hon.  Members  opposite  to  meet  thtm 
on  the  question,  it  would  be  their  object 
to  show,   not  only  that  the  laiiduwiiers 
suitained  no  special  burdens  which  entitled 
them  to  tax  the  rest  of  the  community; 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  the  opi- 
niui:  of  the  whole  civilised  world  that  thev 
had  been  employing  themselves  as  legis- 
lators in  placing;  the  burdens  on  others  for 
the   purp.>se    of   exempting    themselves. 
He  could   read    them    the    opinions    ol 
Ficnchincn    and    Americans,  who  could 
have  no  interest  one  way  or  the  other. 
[Critfi  of  •«  Ok,  gk'^.    Why,  an  bon. 


Member  on  the  other  side  htd  fend  n  _ 
series  of  Presidents'  messages  Ihn  oCknr 
evening,  and  there  were  no  "ob,  AV 
then.  With  respect  to  the  four  or 
burdens  which  had  been  spoken  off 
one  knew  that  they  were  liable  to 
by  the  common  law  of  the  land 
had  been  in  existence  for  centnries 
centuries.  Hon.  Gentlemen  claioMd 
emptions  on  account  of  m«intaiBUig  Iki 
public  roads  and  paying  Iht  pooi^i 
Why  the  land  haa  borne  Ihoae  ~ 
before  Corn-laws  were  thought  of. 
only  tax  which  was  a  real  burden  on  had 
was  the  land-tax,  an  example  of  l^po* 
lative  fraud  scarcely  surpassed  bv  Am 
Corn-laws.  An  hon.  Member  had  aUi  " 
to  the  fact  that,  in  despotic  countrieai 
tion  fell  chiefly  on  land.  It  certainly 
only  when  the  power  of  the  alala 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  landed  oligMohy 
that  the  people  were  taxed  in  oidtr  l» 
exempt  the  landowners.  At  the  tian  of 
the  conquest,  and  for  the  succeeding  IfiO 
years,  the  proportion  of  tax  cootribaind 
by  the  land  amounted  to  ninetcen-twea* 
tieths  of  the  whole  revenue  of  thekinpdoa. 
From  that  period  down  to  the  icigB  of 
Richard  the  3rd,  the  proportion 
buted  by  the  land  was  nine-tenths; 
to  the  time  of  Mary,  it  was  threc-lborthnt 
to  the  end  of  the  Commonwealth  it  «■■ 
one-half;  to  the  time  of  Anoeone4iMsitkt 
in  the  time  of  Cieorge  1st  one-fifUi;  of 
George  Jnd  one-sixth ;  for  the  first  thiilf 
years  of  George  3rd  one-seventh;  ffrooa 
17'J3  to  1816  one-ninth;  and  liroai  iImI 
time  to  the  present  only  one-twentj*lilUu 
The  land-tax  was  a  fraudulent  evn•ios^ 
for  it  was  in  reality  a  substitutioo  fsf 
feudal  tenure.  The  land  was  for— Ij 
held  by  right  of  feudal  aervicesL  Ite 
hon.  Gentleman  ijuoted  a  pasaaga  froM 
Bldckstoiic,  describing  the  coninintaliws 
of  feudal  services  into  u  land-tax  of  4e.  in 
the  pound  on  the  real  rental.  Now  co«M 
any  one  suppose  that  land  would  nivmys 
remain  at  the  valuation  of  1693!  Ah 
yet  it  was  upon  that  valuation  that  iho 
land-tax  was  charged.  Was  thcfS*  hm 
would  ask,  anything  analogous  to  tUa  m 
any  other  part  of  our  system  of  taaatioat 
1  ake  the  case  of  the  asseued  taxci;  tWra 
the  collector  went  round  every  year, 
diligently  noted  any  increase  in  the  m\ 
ber  of  windows,  in  the  number  of  i 
and  other  articles  subject  to 
So  strict  had  been  the  practico  m  lUn ' 
respect,  that  thej  had  latalj 
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allow  any  compositions  for  three  years. 
How  stood  the  case  with  the  lords  of 
manors?  Liof|;ard  justly  accused  the 
landowners  of  refusinfj^  to  extend  the 
benefits  which  they  had  derived  from  the 
coBmutation  of  feudal  serfices  to  their 
tenants.  Did  they  suppose  that  the  ad- 
vantages derived  by  Sir  Oswald  Moseley, 
as  lord  of  the  manor  of  Manchester,  which 
were  now  worth  150,000/.,  were  the  same 
as  those  enjoyed  by  other  lords  of  that 
manor  years  back?  The  hon.  Member 
alluded  to  the  inequalities  of  the  land- 
lax  as  shewn  by  the  different  assess- 
ments paid  by  several  counties  and  towns, 
taking  the  valuation  for  the  Property- tax 
of  1816,  as  the  standard  in  all  cases. 
Middlesex  paid  lOcf.  in  the  pound,  Lan- 
cashire only  J  {(/.,  Yorkshire  4i(/.,  Buck- 
inghamshire If.  2(f.,  Rutlandshire  lOd., 
StaflTordshire  8(f.,  Hertfordshire  1  Id.,  the 
county  of  Norfolk  2^.,  Sussex  It.  2(f., 
Westmoreland  \$.  2d.,  Bedford  as  much 
as  If.  2|(f.,  and  Cumberland,  being  the 
lowest,  only  Hd.  In  Marylebone  the 
tax  was  If.  6d.f  while  in  Liverpool  it  did 
not  amount  to  a  tenth  of  a  penny.  In 
Oxford  it  was  If.,  in  Bath  i\d.f  and  in 
Winchester  3{d.  The  reason  of  this  dif- 
ference was  obvious.  In  some  counties 
towns  had  grown  up,  but  was  this  any 
reason  why  they  should  be  exempted  from 
paying  their  fair  proportion  of  a  tax  to  the 
State?  Why  should  the  consumer  be 
called  on  to  pay  an  increase  of  taxation, 
and  rental  alone  to  be  exempted  ?  Adam 
Smith  said,  that  the  subjects  of  every 
state  were  bound  to  contribute  in  propor- 
tion to  their  ability,  and  the  land-tax 
of  England  was  a  violation  of  this  great 
principle.  This  subject  had  been  already 
before  the  House,  and  the  inequalities  of 
the  tax  and  the  expense  of  collecting  it 
were  fully  shown  in  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
John  Wood,  of  the  Board  of  Stamps, 
examined  by  the  committee  which  sat  on 
the  state  of  agriculture  in  1836.  In  order 
that  there  might  be  a  proper  adjustment 
of  the  tax,  it  was  the  opinion  of  that 
gentleman  that  the  assessment  ought  to 
be  made  annoall^.  Thouefa  this  subject 
might  not  be  discussed  m  the  House, 
hon.  Gentlemen  might  rest  assured  that 
it  woold  be  eagerly  Uken  up  out  of  doors. 
They  were  on  the  eve  of  a  new  taxation. 
The  budget  of  Friday  night  would  at  least 
have  the  efiect  of  calling  the  middle  classes 
back  to  their  political  datiet.  It  would 
bt  dieeoned  iniODg  the  ibopkteptny  whose 


profits  it  was  proposed  to  assess^  and  the 
House  might  depend  upon  it  that  they 
would  very  soon  become  a  little  inquisi- 
torial as  to  the  progress  of  rentals.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  who  relied  so  much 
on  their  majority,  hardly  gave  sufficient 
credit  to  the  power  conferred  by  the 
Reform-bill  on  the  middle  classes ;  they 
had  never  yet  tested  them»  because  they 
had  never  yet  applied  to  their  pockets. 
Depend  on  it,  they  would  resist  to  their 
utmost  this  attempt  to  tax  their  profits 
for  the  sake  of  upholding  these  monopo- 
lies. If  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  come 
down  with  a  proposal  for  a  property  tax, 
for  the  sake  of  relieving  the  working 
classes,  he  would  have  gone  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  to  the  utmost  extent. 
When,  however*  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
came  down  and  told  them  that  the  means 
of  the  working  classes  were  exhausted— > 
that  they  had  taken  from  them  their  last 
farthing — and,  when  instead  of  proposing 
some  plan  for  their  relief,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  told  them  he  meant  to  apply  the 
screw  to  the  middle  class*  would  they  not 
say,  *'We  will  inquire  why  it  is  we  are 
taxed;"  and  would  they  not  be  justified 
in  doing  so,  when  they  found  the  mo- 
nopoly of  bread,  and  its  kindred  monopoly 
of  sugar,  remaining  intact?  In  the  in- 
stance of  these  monopolies  they  would 
see  the  cause  of  this  additional  taxation. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  said, 
that  his  proposed  alteration  of  the  Corn- 
law  would  better  trade,  and  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  working  classes;  but 
he  never  heard  any  one  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  contend  that  the  new  was 
anything  but  a  very  little  belter  than  the 
old  sliding  scale ;  it  was  not  quite  so  bad 
as  the  old  one.  But  was  that  making  the 
law  consistent  with  justice  ?  The  fact  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  advocating  the 
proposed  alteration  in  the  Ck)m-laws  was 
a  suspicious  feature  in  the  case.  All  the 
complaints  of  obstructing  the  measure 
came  from  the  other  side,  while*  if  the 
measare  was  really  a  beneficial  altermtioa 
of  the  Corn-law,  the  advocates  of  it  ought 
to  be  found  on  that  (the  Oppoaitioo)  side 
of  the  House.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
measure  of  Government  to  reconcile  bin 
to  it«  He  could  tell  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net that,  as  far  as  he  knew  the  feelings  of 
the  manufacturing  classes,  they  did  not 
regard  the  alteration  of  the  Corn-law  aa 
at  all  calculated  to  restore  prosperity,  nor 
woold  it  have  thia  efid  oiitil  oom  was 
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put,  at  a  mercantile  article,  into  the 
hands  of  the  merchants  generally,  and 
not  given  up  exclusieely  to  the  corn 
dealers. 

Lord  Wortlev  said,  that  when  the  bon« 
Member  for  Sneffield  gare  notice  of  hia 
notion  he  imagined  that  his  object  in 
moring  for  a  committee  was  to  inquire  into 
the  special  burdens  of  the  landed  interest, 
and  if  any  should  be  found  from  which  the 
agriculturists  were  exempted»  that  there 
should  be  an  adjustment  of  taxation.  It 
appeared  now  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
put  f<»rward  his  motion  as  an  obstacle  to 
the  measure  of  the  Government  on  the 
subject  of  the  Corn-laws ;  and  although  no 
one  in  that  House  had  opposed  the  measure 
more  than  he  had  done,  still  he  did  not 
think  It  fair,  after  having  decided  on  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  to  ofier  any  o|)pObition 
to  ita  progress.  He  had  been  informed  (for 
he  was  not  in  the  House  at  the  time)  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Slictfield  had  again 
altered  his  motion,  and  it  now  had  assumed 
the  sliape  of  those  motions  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  used  to  bring 
forward  on  the  subject  of  the  Corn-law 
with  the  object  of  obtaining  its  repeal.  Ho 
could  not,  therefore,  sup|)ort  the  motion. 
Had  it  been  for  a  committee  to  imiuirc 
into  the  sficcial  burdens  of  the  agricul- 
turists, with  a  view  to  etiualise  taxa- 
tion throughout  the  country,  he  would 
not,  as  he  was  connected  with  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  luive  objected  to  the  mo- 
tion ;  but,  viewing  it  as  brought  for- 
ward nv(»wcdly  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
structing the  alteration  of  the  Corn-law, 
he  couldniit  gi%'c  it  hiH  support. 

Mr.  ViUicrs  said,  that  he  did  not  Micro, 
as  the  noble  I^»r<l  Mip|Kwed.  thnt  the  lion. 
Member  for  Shoflicld  iiro|K>srtl  his  measure 
for  any  puriiose  but  the  one  he  hail  avowed, 
though  he  (Nfr.  Villiers)  was  obligeil  to 
dmibt  whether  the  noble  Ijonl  cntild  say, 
that  he  opposed  the  motion  merely  upon 
the  ground  he  assigned.  He  could  not  nut 
think  that  he  opposed  it  for  the  reason 
that  it  was  opposed  by  ( tcntlcmen  on  the 
ether  side,  namely,  that  they  were  afraid 
of  im|uiry ;  that  they  had  a  juRt  idea 
of  what  the  result  of  inqoiry  would  be,  and 
as  uphoUten  of  the  Com-liAW,  they  wished 
the  thing  to  remain  in  tloubt.  He  could 
asrare  tl^  noble  Lord,  that  he  should  not 
vote  for  the  motion  for  his  own  informa- 
tion, for  he  did  not  consider  that  such  a 
law  as  a  Com -law  ouglit  to  de|iend  on  any 
burdens  being  shown  to  attach  to  land  for 
local  purpowi,  far  if  th«t  vers  mch,  aad 


that  he  had  ever  beaidbo  freqof  BtlvN| 
by  Speaker  afler  Speaker,  night  aAflr  i 
1^  men  who  were  for  a  fixol  duty  wml  hf 


thejr  prejudiced  the  hmd,  thej  ooght  te  it 
difierently  distributed ;  but  he  ahowd  wm^ 
port  it,  simply  because,  after  liateninf  to  ar- 
guments ami  allegations  on  behalf  er( 
laws  for  four  years  past,  then  wm 


men  who  were  for  a  acale,  •■  tiMt 
were  certain  peculiar  burdens  baaruig  i 
the  land  which  gave  the  fawdowi 
peculiar  right  of  taxing  the  feed  ef  the 
community.    Considering,  then,  iIm  grant 
importance  of  the  present  meownt,  nn  the 
eve,  as  tlicy  were,  of  fraah  »■»*•»—   ke 
thought    that  every  obaiade 
pretext  should  by  every  rocnna  be 
for  relieving  the  people  from 
ation:  and  he  thought  that  the 
would  show  that  these  burdens 
ground  for  the  Com-lawa.     He 
going  to  argue  the  question  any  AutharB 
aAcr  the  able  manner  in  whidi  it  had 
discussed  by  his  hon.  Pricnda— nfher 
Gentlemen  opposite  had  refuaed  t# 
any  reply,  aim  after  the  riffhthon. 
had  refused  to  graut  the  Committee, 
deed,  his  hon.  Friend,  tlie  Member  tm 
Sheffield,   had   exhauatcd  the  subject  m 
bringing  it  f(»rward ;  for  he  had  stated  nH 
the  bui3eii9  that  were  alleged  to  be  heme 
bv  the  land — hid  made  the  nature  of  then 
clear  to  the  House,  and  shown  the  fiitiDtv 
of  the  argument  which  sought  to  Jwtilf 
the  Com -law  on  such  ground :  but,  ae  k 
lieliere^l  his  hon.  Friend  had  indnidad  b 
the  purjfdsc  of  his  inquiry  the  eienplieaa 
of  the  land  from  taxes  borne  by  the  mt  ef 
the  community,  he  would  iusc  state  thcM 
to  the  House  distinctly,  that  the  cwintfj 
mii^ht  judge  of  the  justice  of  the  |left  ef 
the*e  peculiar  burdens,  and   motliea  §m 
refusing  the  inauiry ;  the  exemptieBa 
upon  the  following  articles :— Honeig 
rants,  carriages  and  carta,  doge. 
and  windows,  fire  insurance,  and  he 


read  the  produce  of  those  taxes  duriw 
years  when  they  were  repealed.     In  ISli^ 


3H1 ,695/. ; 1 819,  3,868/. ;  1929, ^■■■  — y^ 
horses  alone.  470, lOH/.;  1823,  5%9ftt.t 
18lM,  6.87a  s  1825,  49,6991.  |  lilf^ 
8.710/.;  1K33,  10,110/.;  1834,  59j000L| 

1835,  rAOOO/.;  total,  985,8941.  | 

1836,  a  aum  equal  to  60,000fi 
chargeable  to  the  oounty-rate  te 
they  were  liable,  was  cast  upen  the 
lidaUfd  fund.    Now,  of  eoofea^ 
much  was  taken  from  the  genaral 
butien  to  the  rsvenuep  either  the 

ty  hid  aere  to 


not  Kiaallj  &TDurcd  br  ■  reduction  »f  dutjr  i 
mud  DMMt  niralf  it  did  Dot  show  that  thm 
wu  any  groniid  for  a  tax  lika  that  of  th* 
Cora-law  upon  tba  commaiiitv.  He  held 
atn  iohiifaaod  thaaaountoi  >aricultund 
propartf  trhicb  bad  been  imund  aincs  tba 
raniMMQ  of  tbe  stamp  duty  on  inaunuice, 
and  the  amount  of  duty  reoeired  upon  tbt 
penooal  pn^rty  tbat  bad  been  innired. 
The  aiDount  of  Arming  itock  inaured  waa 
51,977,7ALL,  upon  which  no  duty  haabaen 
levied.  Tbe  duty  collected  upon  other 
property  inaured,  waa  975,610,  He  would 
(inly  detain  the  House  for  one  minute 
niura  IB  referriog  to  one  of  the  burdens 
which  wen  alle^d  to  prsai  upon  the  land 
peculiarly,  in  order  tbat  tbey  mi^ht  aee 
tbe  justice  and  tbe  cbaracterof  tbe  indem- 
nity which  tiM  Corn-law  afforded  for  it — 
be  meaat  tha  poor-rattt.  He  would  just 
show  by  tha  case  of  Marylcbone,  that  this 
Tvrj  hurdan  was  regular^  ajuraTated  by 
tbeeSectof  tha  Corn-law,  which  made  food 
ilear.  It  was  the  amount  of  tlie  rates  in 
tbat  parish,  and  tbe  price  of  wheat  since 
1S33,  ahowiog  tbat  as  wheat  roae  lo  did 
the  ratcSf  ana  the  contrary. 
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fusal  to  glut  tbe  iiM|uiry  now  movBd 

r. 

Viacount  Hmvkk  before  theHoose  pro* 
edcd  to  a  dirisloa  upon  tbe  motion  under 
tbeir  ooosideratioD,  withed  lo  ny  a  few 
worris  ufion  the  lubject.  He  entirdr 
agreed  with  tbe  hoo.  Member  for  Shield, 
tbat  it  was  a  point  of  rery  great  impc 
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What  happened  in  one  town,  of  couik 
happened  in  another  in  this  respect,  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  per- 
suade the  people  of  Marylehone  of  the  Jus- 
tice of  a  Corn-law,  He  might  ttate  as  a 
proirf  of  the  absurdity  of  HTing  that  tbe 
poor-rate  waa  a  peculiar  bunmi  upon  land, 
that  tbe  amount  of  rate  paid  in  Lnndoa 
was  greater  than  tbat  paid  in  all  Yorii- 
ihire.  He  Ihoaght  tbat  the  pnaent  was 
a  tiase  peoiliaTly  fitted  tot  and)  an  inquiry 
as  tbat  proponed  by  bit  boo.  F^riea^  the 
Menbar  (or  Sbcttald.  Now  that  they 
were  about  to  impoae  t  Mw  tax  upon  \' 
natNOi  it  becaaae  tbeai  in  emy  way  to  i 
quire  into  tbe  bardena  of  the  people,  with 
a  view,  ifpoariUe,  In  thrir  mitiptioo.  He 
did  not  think  any  dacjaian  which  tha 
Uouae  had  cone  to  on  tha  aa^jeet  of  the 
CctsJiw  ilNU;  «mU  aiMl  is  Inf Mtin  « 


worris  uiion    tbe    subject.    He   entirdy 

■       *     .      -    sh^'»)A, 

t  import* 
ance  to  deteraiine  what  were  the  ezchisira 
burdens  homo  by  land,  since  so  mucb 
■tress  bad  bean  laid  upon  it  during  the 
Tarinua  debates  with  reapect  to  the  Corn- 
laws.  He  was  also  willing  to  admit  that 
it  was  a  very  fair  topic  for  parliamentary 
inquiry)  although  he  thought  then  might 
be  some  doubt  aa  to  whether  a  parlia- 
mentary committee  would  be  a  body  which 
could  ntisfiK^orily  institute  tlie  prnposad 
inquiry.  But  still  he  waa  willing  to 
Bssnme  that  point;  be  was  willing  to 
suf^mae  that  a  committee  could  sift  the 
questioD,  and  present  a  satiaCsctory  repeat 
tn  the  House  with  regard  to  iL  Bnterea 
making  theie  two  coDoeauoos  to  the  haa. 
Member  lor  Sheffield,  be  cooiaaaed  h« 
oould  not  eatis^  himself  of  tbe  pronietr 
of  supporting  his  motion.  He  wu  bound 
to  admit  tl>e  force  of  tbe  amaenta  which 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  had  ttrged  against 
the  time  and  manner  in  wbkfa  the  esotion 
wu  brou^t  forward.  He  thought  tbat 
not  onlv  the  Goremment,  but  that  the 
public  ud  a  rery  great  intareat  ia  pro* 
renting  tboae  days  set  apart  fsTthe  trans* 
action  of  public  buainesa  by  the  Goven^ 
mcBt  from  being  interfered  with  by  the 
interposition  of  motions,  which,  aoooiding 
tn  the  ftirnis  of  tbe  Honse,  ou^t  to  be 
diacumed  on  Iboae  days  assigned  for  the 
notions  of  indlridiud  Members.  He 
thought,  tbat  would  be  a  rery  great  public 
inconreoienoe,  because  it  waa  well  known 
tbat  by  tbe  pnctioa  of  that  House  only 
two  days  in  the  week  were  set  apart  far 
the  tranuction  of  that  vast  antoont  of 
public  bnaneas  which  it  wu  tbe  duty  of 
iter  M^jeaty's  Gownment  to  bring  under 
their  notice.  They  wall  knew  tbe  extremo 
difficulty  which  ercry  Ooreraasaat  enpe- 
rieoced,  whether  it  were  oounoeed  of  ben. 
Gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  House  <r 
the  other,  in  obtaining  the  nccasanry  timo 
far  the  proner  diacuaaion  of  lasnsnw 
deeply  a&ctug  the  pobliointereat.  They 
knew  perfectly  well  tbat  In  ddaying  nnd 
obetnicting  the  diacoseion  w  those  motMdfc 
tbey  neoeaarily  limited  the  nnaber  ef 
useful  and  important  maasuiu  which  it 
was  in  tbe  power  of  the  Govemnent  to 
bri^forwird.  A«lh«M«mb«offtigcMr 
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Adminiftntioti,  he  had  himaelf  ftequent 
occasion  In  feel  the  extreme  iojuiticc  nf 
having  complaiDt*  nade  against  them, 
of  neglecting  many  important  subjecta 
while,  at  the  nunc  time,  the  dan  required 
Ibr  tlie  discLinioD  of  thoae  lubjecti  were 
taken  from  them  hj  the  interposition  of 
other  motiooB.  He  had  a  very  strong 
opioioo  upon  that  poioL  It  was  not  for 
the  interest  of  the  publio— heaaid  nothing 
of  the  interest  of  Government  —  that 
notions  should  be  made  which  would  tend 
to  interfere  with  the  regular  propvss  of 
parliamentary  businew,  eicspt  iu  cases  of 
some  great  and  special  emergency.  Now 
be  could  not  imagine  that  such  an  emer- 
gency existed  in  Uic  present  instance.  He 
really  did  not  understand  the  ground  upon 
which  they  were  called  on  to  adopt  the 
motioD  in  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  brought  forward.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Sheffield  said,  he  had  giren  notice  of 
his  motion  for  Thanday,  but  on  that  day 
there  waa  no  House.  Now  he  did  not 
think  tliat  the  hon.  Member  could  urse 
that  BS  a  ground  of  complaint  against  the 
GoTcmment.  It  was  a  usuu  practice 
with  Membcn  upon  all  sides  to  abMnt 
tbcroselres  when  notice  was  giren  of  any 
lare  diKUssed. 


Bmrdmu  m  Lmti.        tU$ 

wen  the  teuoaa  whidi  woaM  nov  Mm 
him  to  giro  hia  rate  againat  tbt  natfaa  lH 
the  hon.  Member,  althougfa.  If  It  kid  htm 
brou^t  forward  on  Thunday  bat,  h  wm 
his  mteotion  to  ban  mppomd  H.  Hi 
conld  not,  fur  tbc  purpoaa  of  aetiif^dl 
these  hon.  Gentlemen,  wltb  wbiB  tm 
usually  neted,  lend  hii  —*■**"  4*  • 
practice  whkb,  upon  paUic  graoaJi^  wmi 
with  a  riew  to  the  permaaant  iatHHliaf 
the  cmintry,  be  considered  eatit^i^  pp^ 
judicial.  He  agreed  with  ibe  Iwa.  0» 
tieman  in  disapproring  of  the  Cw  liw 
introduced  by  the  GoTeranwat;  wit,  im 
desiring  to  see  the  time  wfaea  mmatattaM 
wiser  view*  would  he  RMralhr  mAV*  , 
taioed  upon  the  subject,  be  flmn  >CNri 
with  him  in  those  views  ud  wfaha  j  bal 
he  (irmly  beliered,  that  the  cobim  «UA 
the  hon.  Gentleman  wai  dow  tiUmg  w 
nut  calculated  to  proiDote  tba  algact  km 
had  in  view.    He  did  Dot  belins,  Ihat  ■ 


motion  of  this  kind  was  cdcaktid  ••« 
ciliate  the  opinion  of  dispualaaaM  pMfh 


<if  doora.  He  did  i 
(hat  wa«  the  roanaer  in  wfaicb  thw  WnU 
be  moat  likely  to  make  ft  fcTOWMK  li^ 
preasion  upon  public  opinioa,  or  to  tlMAi 
that  support  from  the  couatij  it  hqihtf 
which  alone  the  priDdpIo  of  tba  hifc 
Member  fur  Sheffield,  and  of  tbon  vfe* 


motion  they  did  not  like  to  hare  d 

No    doubt    there   were  more   than   forty 

Members   who   took   an    interest   in   the 

motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield ; 

but  if  they  did  nut  come  and  furm  a  House 

they  bad  none  but  themselves  to  blame. 

He  agreed  with  the   hon.   Member  that 

the   subject  was  one  deserving  of  serious 

considcrati<m ;      but     was    it,    therefore, 

necessary  that  they  should   immediately 

and   at  once  accede  to  his  motion  >     He 

did  not  think  it  waa.    The  change  which 

the  hon.  Gentleman  himself  had  introduced 

into  his  motion  proved,  ai  the  right  hon.    -     -  .  „    -         .  .... 

Baronet  had  justly  observed,  that  be  had    P'«t|C«.  "  well  "  W  t»>e  spnt  tl  Aa 

himself  abandoned  as  untenable  the  position '"""'""»•>•      The    noble   Vacant  |ha 

that  the  further  c.nsideration  of  the  Com-    "«'"'*'•  '"^  SanderUnd  said,  apcaUag  « 

bill  should  be  postponed  until  tlie  report    °"*i"C  ^>^^  >  mmiatcr,  that  be  had  aika 

of  the  committee,  fin- which  he  moved,  had    '^^'^  '■■■  P">SreM  impeded  by  dm 

been  presented  to  the  House.     But  if  the  ' ''»»  '"»*'■     So  BBch  the  h  " 


thought  with  him,  could  be  cariiad  i 
effect. 

Mr.  WaJtley  woold  iroubla  lb*  D 
with  a  very  few  words  on  what  bad  I 
on  ihe  subject  from  the  right  boa.  T 
opposite,  and  front  the  oobla  VIh 
who  had  jutt  aat  down.  He  coalnnd  hm 
waa  not  pleased  with  ihtt  doctriaa  Irid 
down  with  respect  to  motiona  of  ibil  4^ 
scription.  It  was  one  which  ba  haJd  to  ta 
pregnant  with  danger  to  Tario* 


betlerl    Vm 
tobcwil.M 


course  of  legislation  upon  the  Comlaws,  B>'(1  ■■<  (Mr.  Wakley)  wm 
was  not  to  be  interrupted  by  the  motion  ^'  ibought  it  would  have  beta  RMI*  Ibt 
of  the  bon.  Gentleman,  then  it  followed  the  good  of  the  conntrv  if  iha  oofala  ▼!■• 
that  the  present  waa  not  one  of  those  coses  count  and  hii  brother  Ministers  bad  bMM 
of  emergency,  nn  which  it  was  deair^c  still  more  compleUl^  obetracled  bflkaa* 
that  such  a  motion  as  that  of  the  hon.  |  This  motion  had,  it  aeaawd,  bean  tamm 
Member  should  ba  bmught  forward  in  i  liulc  obstruction  to  the  rigbr  boa,  BuoMb 
this  particular  shape,  preventing  the  fur-  He  was  very  glad  of  that  too,br  hetaUl 
tber  conaidoation  of  a  measure  which  the  been  elicited  ii 
Nouae  and  the  country  must  desire  tn  sec  I  sion  which  wo 
MtUad  ia  ooa  waj  uc  tbt  otbcr.    Tboaalutdi] 
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the  public  at  •  folore  time,  if  it  could  not 
be  made  ute  of  now.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  had  reminded  them  last 
Session  of  the  dictum  of  Mr.  Tierney,  who 
had  said,  that  **  the  duly  of  an  Opposition 
was  to  oppose  every  thing  and  propose 
nothing.**  That  was  a  Wbig*s  notion  of 
the  duties  of  an  Opposition ;  but  the 
noble  Viscount  who  had  just  sat  down, 
although  a  Whig,  had,  nevertheless,  re- 
pudiated that  doctrine  of  Mr.  Tierney : 
and  it  appeared  that  they  were  now  to 
have  some  new  doctrine.  But  what  were 
they  who  opposed  a  Government  propo- 
sition to  do  ?  If  they  objected  to  them, 
must  they  remain  silent  and  allow  them 
to  be  paued,  and  the  public  to  be  op- 
pressed and  persecuted  ?  That  was  quite 
a  new  course  for  that  House,  and  one  to 
which  he  (Mr.  Wakley)  could  not  sub- 
scribe. He  thought,  on  the  contrary,  that 
when  a  bill  was  considered  bad  and  ob- 
jectionable in  that  House,  it  ought  to  be 
publicly  and  perseveringly  opposed ;  and 
even  after  it  should  have  been  decided  to 
be  the  law  of  the  land,  still  he  thought 
that  a  manly,  open,  and  consistent  con- 
demnation of  it  might  fairly  and  legiti- 
mately be  pronounced.  He  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  course 
pursued  by  the  hon.  Member  was  objec- 
tionable. He  thought  the  motion  intended 
to  be  made  should  have  been  fairly  put 
upon  the  paper,  and  not  another  species 
of  notice.  The  hon.  Member  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  pursuing  such  a  course,  cer« 
tainly,  but  the  assumption  was,  that  find- 
ing thai  the  motion  as  originally  worded 
would  not  be  exactly  suited  to  the  object, 
he  had  found  it  expedient  to  alter  it. 
He  must  say  he  did  not  think  that  a 
division  upon  the  question  as  it  now  stood 
would  be  very  expedient.  He  wanted  to 
see  a  compromise.  He  wanted  to  hear 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  say,  "  I  will  give 
you  a  committee  another  time,  but  don't 
divide  the  House  now."  For  his  hon. 
Friend  would  be  sure  to  be  beaten  by  a 
very  large  majority,  and  they  would  not 
be  able  then  to  get  what  they  wanted — an 
account  of  the  special  burdens  bearing  on 
land.  No  doubt  the  landed  proprietor*  of 
the  country  were  not  now  in  the  state  of 
luiury  and  independence  in  which  they 
had  been.  These  were  not  the  times 
when,  as  the  hon.  Member  described  them, 
"  Darby  and  Joan  rode  skli*  by  side  on 
one  horse  together  from  the  West  of  Eng- 
land to  the  metropolis.''    No ;  the  landed 


proprietors  for  the  last  forty  years  had 
been  calling  upon  the  people  to  make 
sacrifices.  The  people  had  made  those 
sacrifices.  The  people  had  been  in  a 
condition,  from  time  to  time,  of  great 
privation  and  misery.  He  would  like  to 
know  what  sacrifices  the  landed  proprietors 
had  made  in  return  at  the  time  of  these 
emergencies?  While  their  luxuries  had 
not  been  touched,  the  poor  had  not  had 
the  common  necessaries  of  life,  and  he,  as 
a  humane  man,  inclined  to  reflect  upon 
the  possible  condition  of  the  lower  classes 
of  his  countrymen,  maintained  that  they 
were  bound  to  take  a  fair  view  of  the  real 
condition  of  the  country,  and  not  impose 
those  taxes  which  could  the  least  easily  be 
borne ;  and  every  one  must  see  that  the 
operation  of  the  Income-tax  would  be  to 
lay  new  burdens  upon  the  industry  of  the 
country,  while  the  wealth  of  the  country 
would  go  scot  free.  But  as  the  only 
effect  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield 
going  to  a  division  would  be  that  he  would 
be  defeated  and  the  inquiry  suppressed, 
he  did  hope  the  lion.  Member  would  ask 
permission  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  r.  Duncombe  begged  to  say  a  few 
words  on  tht  noble  Viscount  the  Member 
for  Sunderland's  declaration,  viz.,  that  had 
this  motion  been  brought  on  on  Thursday 
last,  he  would  have  voted  for  it ;  but  as  it 
had  been  brought  on  on  the  following  Mod* 
day,  he  should  vote  against  it  Now,  he 
did  not  exactly  seethe  bearing  of  this  du- 
tinction,  nor  could  he  say  what  the  con* 
stiluency  of  Sunderland  would  say  to  their 
representative  disapproving  on  the  Monday 
of  the  proposition  for  which  be  would 
have  voted  on  the  previous  Thursday.  But 
he  would  leave  the  noble  Viscount  and  his 
constituents  to  settle  that  matter  together. 
Another  question  altogether  bad  ariseo, 
however,  out  of  the  discussion.  He 
wished  to  know,  after  all  that  he  had 
heard  from  the  noble  Viscount  and  from 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  who  was  really 
responsible  for  "  making  a  House  ?  **  Hia 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sheffield 
seemed  to  have  suffered  on  this  occasioo 
by  the  difiicultv  that  existed,  the  conse- 
quence of  which  had  been  that  there  had 
been  no  House  on  Thursday.  He  (Mr. 
Duncombe)  was  one  of  those  Gentlemen 
who  had  come  down  to  the  House  on 
that  dav  in  the  full  expectation  that  he 
should  have  witnessed  the  landed  interest 
groaning  and  borne  down  as  the?  were 
under   the  burdens  which  pressed  upon 
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them,  flockiag  down  to  the  Home  to  BMtit 
bu  boo.  Friend  (be  Member  for  Sheffield 
in  hii  inquiry,  but  not  a  tingle  one  of 
thoM  bon,  GcDllemen  wu  preient  on  th« 
occation.  He  remembered  that  when  a 
discuMJoa  like  the  prewnt  upon  the  lub- 
ject  of  who  wu  tcBponaible  for  making; 
a  flouie  occurred  in  Mr.  Canning') 
tine,  that  Tjglit  bon.  Genllemin  taid,  (hat 
it  wai  alwayi  coniidered  the  dut;  of  th* 
Government  to  make  a.  Houie.  Now,  the 
nobte  ViKOunt  ibe  Member  for  Sunder- 
land complained  (hat  there  should  be  any 
motiona  of  thii  wrt  interrupting  a  Govern' 
nient  meaiare  on  a  Government  night. 
But,  lurety,  if  that  were  a  well  founded 
objection, tbe  Government  ought  ou  motion 
nigliti  to  give  every  facility  for  ibe  bring, 
ing  forwaid  audi  motion*;  and  certainly 
it  wat  not  fair  for  noble  Lordi  and  bon. 
Members  who  made  u>e  of  thit  argument 
to  refuie  (o  vote  for  auch  motiona  aa  (hia, 
although  they  admitted  that  ihey  tnpporied 
them,  availing  ihemaelve*  of  tbe  "  whip- 
ping out  "  on  the  other  tide  of  |ha  Houae 
on  u  motion  night.  Mr.  Canning  bad  alao 
said  ihat  be  coruidercd  tbe  moit  important 
duliei  of  a  certain  claia  of  Geotlcaiien 
cwiaected  with  (he  rioveramenl,  luch  aa 
Umjt  of  (he  Tnaaury,  Under  Seeretariea  Bruce,  Loni'  V.. 
of  N(ate  and  of  (he  Board  of  Control.  Bmce,  C.  L.  C. 
and  (fcollemea  of  that  genua,  were  divided 
iolo  tbr«a  pftrta.  Their  firit  daty  wai  to 
maka  a  lloaie;  their  aecond  was  to  keep 
a  House  ;  and  (heir  third  waa  to  cbeer  the 

Minister.  The  right  hon.  Uaionet  opposita,    ___^ 

he  was  aurc,  wuuld  feel  that  it  waa  a  very    Chei«od»,  Sir  J. 

dHtcata  matter  for   him  to  hint  to   thoie    Cholinantlelc^.lin.  II. 

hon.  (iendetnen  wha(  their  precise  dutica    Chriatmu,  \\  . 

were  in  this  respect,  and  therefore  (he  rijtht  |  Chri»t«Dher,  R.  A. 

hofi.llaroiiet  would  no  doubt  be  very  much  I  ('>>"><!.  ^V.  ]..  W. 

indebted   to  him  for  thna  recording  them. 

Hut  at   the   samii  time  he  really  (iMUght 

tliat  there  ought  to  be  somt-  understanding 

on    whum    r«sled    (he    rt,'«|ionsil>ility   of 

making  a   House,  so  thai  hun.  Gentleoicn 

who  were  independent  MiMnbers,  and  had 

auctions  In  make,  should  mil  be  defeated 

in  iheir  ol>jec(.  and  ibeu    arierwardt   be 

told   by  tboac  on   aliosr  sup|>ort  [lerbaps 

tlii'v  counted,  "  Oh,  your  muiion  it  a  very 

goml   one,    I     admil ;    but   at   you   hare 

luought  it  uu   on  a  <iiivriuiiien(  nic   I    I 

iDuti  ««le  a^aiiHt  vuu.  '*  He  had  in(endrd 

to  vote  I'orifaehuii.  Member  fur  Sheffield 

on     ThiKsday,   and    not     bciii(;  like   tlie 

uulde  V'isriiuit(   (lie   Member   for  Nunder- 

lanJ,  be  should  do  \o   awn   allbMj|;h  ii 

w  as  Mouday. 
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House  ID  committee. 

On  the  second  claiise  being  propoaed, 
enacdog  that  corn  may  be  imported  from 
fofeigu  eotmtnes. 

Sir  V.  Blakertme  to  more  (in  considera- 
tion of  the  tncieanis  and  unexampled  de- 
premion  of  trade,  and  the  destitntiOB  con- 
sequent  thereon,  which  now  unhappily  pre« 
▼ails  thfoiurhoot  the  entire  of  the  manu- 
facturing mstiicts)  the  insertfon  of  words 
to  suspend  the  payment  of  all  the  speci6ed 
duties  till  from  and  afW  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1S43.  He  felt  disposed  to  attribute 
irhich  prevailed  throug^Kiiittfie 
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country  in  some  degree  to  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Jjondon>  who  had  lost 
while  in  power  not  only  one,  but  tcvcral 
opportunities  of  alleviating  that  distress,  by 
the  introduction  of  uaefu]  and  popular  mea- 
sures. He  was  greatly  disappointed  with 
the  noble  Lord*  who,  by  his  neglect  of 
those  opportunities,  had  handed  over  thou- 
sands of  his  fellow-subjects  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite, 
who  had  only  to  shake  his  ambrosial  locks 
to  carry  what  measures  he  pleased.  He 
was  induced  to  make  the  present  proposi- 
tion to  the  House,  because  he  felt  convinced 
that  we  had  the  materials  of  inexhaustible 
production  within  ourselves ;  and  that,  if 
properly  developed,  we  need  not,  after  a 
short  lapse  of  time,  have  recourse  to  foreign 
countries  for  anistance.  He  wished  by  his 
motion  to  afford  immediate  relief  to  the 
distressed  portion  of  the  population,  but 
eventually  he  thought  the  same  object 
might  be  effected  l^  rendering  the  land 
six-fold  more  productive  than  it  was  at 
present.  He  was  oonvinccd  that  there 
were  sufficient  resources  in  the  country  to 
feed  its  population.  One  of  these  resources 
he  would  sugsest  might  be  found  in  the 
cultivation  ofthegrowth  of  flour — he  meant 
potatoe  flour.  The  soil  of  Ireland  was  par- 
ticularly adapted  to  the  produce  of  that 
excellent  root.  So  also  was  iu  atmosphere. 
l*he  quick  succession  of  sunshine  and 
sliowers,  added  to  the  natural  fertility  of 
Ireland,  produced  in  that  country  a  most 
prolific  species  of  potatoe.  It  was  known 
even  to  have  a  prolific  tendency .  He  would 
nut  ask  the  House  to  dqK'nd  sidcly  upon 
his  authority  with  reference  to  the  excellent 
qualities  or  the  potatoe,  but  would  quote 
that  of  the  British  CyclofM-dia.  The  hon. 
Member  read  an  extract  from  that  work 
u|»n  the  Hubjcct,and  concluded  by  moving, 
that  insteuti  of  from  and  after  *'  the  passing 
of  this  act/*  tbeie  words  ahould  be  in- 
serted, from  and  aAer  *'  the  1st  of  April, 
1843." 

The  motion  was,  however,  not  perse- 
vered in. 

Mr.  Parirr  rose  to  propose  a  clause 
which  he  believed  would  iiavc  the  eflcet  of 
correcting  one  of  the  great  objections  of  the 
sliding- scale.  The  him.  .MeinbiT  was  un- 
derstood to  contend  that  the  slidiug-scole 
in  its  present  form,  rendered  regular  trade 
with  distant  ports  almost  impuniblc.  The 
trade  thus  becunie  of  a  very  spi*culative 
character,  and  it  precluded  any  trader  from 
carrying  on  a  regular  system  of  commerce 
with   those  countries.     The  object  of  his 


cLiuse  WM  to  plaoe  the  United  Statet  of 
America  on  the  same  footing  with  other 
countries  nearer  home.  That  an  advantage 
was  offered  to  these  latter  countries  wit 
evident  from  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Hamburgh,  which  an|x»irod  a  •hurt  time 
since  in  a  journal  favourable  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  That 
article  spoke  of  the  advantages  which  the 
proposed  measure  would  affoi^  to  Germany 
and  the  countries  on  the  Baltic,  and  oon- 
gratulated  the  former  country  on  the  fact 
that  the  result  would  be  more  favouimble 
to  it  than  to  the  Ignited  States.  With 
respect  to  the  clause  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  he  was  not  much  enamoured  of  it, 
and  he  would  be  happv  if  his  object  eouU 
be  effected  by  any  otncr  means.  There 
was  some  difference  of  opinion  with  respect 
to  the  distance  of  the  voyage  to  Anerioa. 
but  he  was  convinced,  on  the  authority  of 
a  gallant  commodore,  who  had  shown  him* 
self  conversant  with  the  question,  that  the 
out  and  home  voyacei  including  loadiag 
and  unloading,  would  consume  sixty-Bve 
days,  and  allowing  fifteen  days  more  for 
New  Orleans,  it  would  make  altogether 
eighty  days.  The  time  occupied,  he  might 
also  observe,  in  sending  a  vessel  to  Odessa, 
freighting  her  and  the  voyage  back,  wsa 
not  less  than  four  months,  and  he  could  nd 
include  Odessa  unless  he  extended  the  pe» 
riod  in  his  clause  to  that  time.  He  theie- 
fore  moved — 

*'  That  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person,  on 
payment  of  the  duty  on  any  quantity  of  foreign 
com,  or  on  giving  bond  for  the  payment  of  the 
same,  at  the  rate  of  duty  then  ruling,  or  on 
giving  bond  for  the  payment  of  suck  duty  at 
the  rate  which  shall  be  ruling  on  the  day  of 
deanng  out  such  com  from  any  foreign  port, 
to  enter  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  com,  or  any 
part  thereof,  for  home  consumption,  aJtboogh 
not  actually  in  bond,  provided  it  be  imported 
Within  a  limited  numlicr  of  days  from  the  tioM 
of  such  entry." 

Sir  R.  Peri  said,  the  hon.  Gentknan 
himself  seemed  to  adroit  that  the  clause  wm 
obscure,  and  that  he  was  not  himself  very 
much  enamoured  of  iC  The  purport  of  the 
clause,  as  he  apprehended  it,  was,  if  the 
duty  were  down  to  Is.,  any  individual 
might  give  a  bond  for  the  payment  of  that 
duty,  and  tliiu  be  enabled  tu  speculate  to 
an  unlimited  amount.  For  instance,  at 
the  shilL'ng  duty  a  person  might  give  a 
bond  for  §f).UOUs.,  tlius  enabling  him  to 
introduce  *Jt),<NN)  quarters  of  wheat,  and 
allowing  him  fuur  iiionth»*  time  to  conduct 
his  spei-ulatiiin.  .Such  a  pntpodtion  was 
very  e&timvagaut,  and  would  offer  a  great 
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ditoouragemeDt  to  the  bonding  of  corn,  ai 
nobody  would  place  corn  in  bond  when  he 
could  have  four  months  for  oonductiog  such 

ruhitions,  which  would  be  abandoned  in 
event  of  a  failure.  The  proposition  was 
somewhat  similar  to  one  proposed  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Paisley.  It  was  to  be 
wished  from  these  specimens,  that  those 
hon.  Members  would  devise  a  com  bill  of 
their  own,  and  they  then  perliaps  would 
perceive  the  diffiailties  by  which  the  ques- 
tion was  surrounded.  The  present  propo- 
sition would  be  attended  with  no  advan- 
tage«  whilst,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  tend 
to  introduce  a  new  element  of  fraud,  and  he 
could  not  agree  to  a  proposition  which  was 
adverse  to  the  general  character  of  the 
faiU. 

Viscount  Howick  said,  he  should  support 
the  clause.  The  object  of  it  was  to  break 
up  a  monopoly  of  com,  to  albw  some  ad- 
vantage to  distant  countries,  and  thereby 
to  lower  the  price  to  the  consumer.  It 
was  tme  there  were  some  difficulties,  but 
it  was  because  the  biU  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  not  founded  on  some  more 
reasonable,  simple,  and  intelligible  prin- 
ciple, and  therefore  the  hon«  Member  for 
Sheffield  could  not  cut  deeply  enouch.  The 
taunt  with  respect  to  the  difficulty  came 
with  a  bad  grace  from  the  risht  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, for  the  more  his  own  bill  was  looked 
at,  the  more  contrary  it  was  found  to  every 

I  principle  which  should  sovero  commerci^ 
egislation.  It  was  a  principle  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  did  not  attempt  to  apply 
generally,  for  though  he  proposed  a  sliding 
scale  for  com,  he  did  not  make  a  similar 
proposal  with  respect  to  income. 

Mr.  HastU  denied  that  one  of  the  causes 
to  which  on  a  former  occasion  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  attributed  the  commer- 
cial distress  could  have  operated  to  any 
great  extent.  According  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  our  imports  to  America,  which  in 
1839  were  8,000,000/.,  had,  in  1840,  fallen 
to  5,000,000/.,  and  in  1841  the  defalcation 
continued  the  same.  Now  taking  the  whole 
amount  of  imporU  at  52,000,GOO/.,  it  was 
an  absurdity  to  say  that  a  falling  off  of 
6  per  cent,  was  one  of  the  great  causes  of 
the  distress  of  the  country. 

Mr.  ParitfT  would  not  divide  the  House 
on  the  clause,  but  he  hoped  something 
would  be  done  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  a 
reciprocal  trade  with  America.  He  thought, 
however,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  might  I 
have  been  more  courteous  in  his  observa-  | 
tions  on  the  clause. 

Sir  H*  Fee!  said,  if  there  was  any  ap- 
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parent  want  of  courtesy,  what  he  had  said 
referred  merely  to  the  clause  before  the 
House,  and  not  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  brought  it  forward. 

Clause  withdrawn. 

Mr.  P.  Scrope  moved  the  following  ad- 
dition to  the  clause :  — 

**  That  foreign  com  entered  for  consamption 
from  ship  be  admitted  on  the  request  of  the 
importer,  at  the  duties  niliog  on  the  day  on 
which  such  ship  cleared  out  from  the  port 
whence  the  corn  was  exported." 

A  time,  he  said,  miffht  come,  when  there 
would  be  a  scarcitv  of  com  and  no  supply 
could  be  obtained  from  the  Baltic.  If  the 
clause  as  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet remained  without  alteration,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  procure  any  from  America. 
If  the  right  hon.  Baronet  wished  to  en« 
courage  trade  with  the  United  States,  he 
ought  to  give  some  facilities  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  he  would  not  object  to 
the  clause,  if  he  were  convinced  of  its 
utility ;  but  it  would  act  as  a  positive  dis- 
couragement to  warehousing  in  this  coun« 
try. 

Mr.  Hawes  said,  it  was  a  disadvantage 
incident  to  all  sliding  scales,  that  under 
them  you  could  not  import  com  from  the 
more  distant  grain  countries ;  but  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  seemed  determined  so  to  con- 
stmct  his  scale  as  to  let  in  the  minimum 
quantity  of  com.  The  clause  would  intro- 
duce greater  certainty  into  the  trade,  but 
it  seemed  the  object  of  Gentlemen  opposite 
to  encourage  excessive  speculation  by  all 
means. 

Mr.  S.  Wortley  did  not  approve  of  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stroud* 
He  thought  it  would  only  introduce  the 
new  element  of  uncertainty  into  the  calcu- 
lations of  the  trader,  and  on  that  ground  it 
was  extremely  objectionable. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Howard  believed  that  if  the 
bill  had  been  framed  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  interests  of  their  trade  with  the  United 
States,  that  it  would  be  met  in  the  same 
itpirit  by  the  Americans,  and  that  they 
would  hie  willing  to  extend  their  trade  with 
this  country.  It  would  appear,  however, 
as  if  the  object  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
was  that  they  should  have  no  trade  with 
America. 

Mr.  P.  Scrope,  would  not  divide  the 
committee,  but  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  still  give  his  attention  to 
the  point. 

Amendment  withdrawn,  original  clause 
agreed  to. 
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on  the  amoaiit  of  nch  duty ;  and  if  iIm  viIm 
of  the  goode  lo  exported  shall  be  left  thaa 
the  value  of  the  corn  so  imported^  then  tlM 
same  proportion  of  duty  in  respect  of  the  valut 
of  the  goods  so  export^  as  the  whole  ralut  of 
the  corn  imported  shall  bear  to  the  wbolt 
duty  payable  on  the  importation  aa  afert* 
said." 

Sir  R.  Peel  said ,  it  teemed  to  bin  that 
the  only  result  of  the  amendment  would  be 


On  clause  5  being  proposed, 

Mr.  Labouchere  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Vice  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  the  clause  which  was  copied,  word 
for  word,  from  the  e\istin|(  law.  On  the 
other  evening  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
hod  stated  that  a  great  portion  of  the  Ca. 
nadian   flour  imported   into   this  country 

wa<  the  produce  of  American  wheat.     He  _      _  _ 

had  considered  that  the  wording  of  this  tTgTve^'^prefwnw  "toTw^ 
clause  was  sufficient  to  prevent  any  such  ;  He  thought  it  would  be  far  better  that  tbe 
surreptitious  introducti»)n,  but  on  inqniiy  ,  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  y^  ^^^j  „„  according  to  tbe 
he  found  that  such  was  not  the  case,  and.  .  .„,^^^j  ^^  ^y^^  ^„  ^  ;„  j^^  ^^^  y^ 
therefore,  he  would  suggest  the  propriety  .  ^^^.^.^ng  anv  inducements  to  any  particular 
of  aminding  the  clause  in  such  a  manner  .  ^^^^^  ,f  ^y^^  ^on.  Gentleman  detiKd  to 
as  to  remedv  the  abuse  complained  <if.  ^^^^  ^y^^  sliding- scale,  suivly  he  might  dt. 

Mr  Gladitime  agreed  that  the  words  of  \  ^-^  ^^^  j^^,  «  ^^^j,^  ^^^^  1^  ^^j  ^ 
the  clause  apjieared  sufficiently  stringent  :  preference  on  account  of  tbe  chaimcur  of 
to  prevent  the  intrwluciion   of  Aniencan    Jj^^  carip* 

wheat  under  the  guise  of  Canadian  flour.  |      ^^  ^^j^   p^j^^^  ^^^^g^   ^^^  ^.  ^^^ 
but  acc(»rding  to  another  of  the  Customs    amendment 
Acts    manufactured    g.xids   were   always  :      Clause  ap reed  lo. 
taken  to  be  the  produce  of  the  country  m  ,      (,„  ^j,^  g^,,  ^j^^^  y^-  ^^ 

which  they  were  manufactured,  and  under  !  ^,^  Broiherton  said,  he  rcallr  mutt  now 
that  clause  the  flour  had  been  intrcnluced  ^y^^.j  ^  ^y^^  ^loMse  sitting  anv'longer.  It 
as  Canadun  flour.  If  it  should  be  thought  ^.jj^  ^^^^^  hulf-past  twelve/ an  hour  at 
advis  ible  to  introduce  words,  ciiacling  that  ^^.j^j^,,  j,  ^„  ^,^,  ^y^^^  ^^^y^  ^  mtmrt  ai 
no  flour  should  be  considered  as  colonial  ^^j^  ^,^,jj  „^j  y^  convenientW  or  properly 
flour  that  w;is  not  manufactured  from  wheat  jj^^,,^.  He  ghnuld  move  that  the  cbdr. 
grown  in  the  co  ony,  they  might  be  iiitro-  ■  „^„  „  ^  progress,  and  ask  leate  to  A 
duced  into  this  clause.  ,  ^jfg\^ 

Mr.  Lii&oiicAerf  thought  it  would  be  by  I  ^^n  hon.  Member  on  tbe  Ministerial  ride 
no  means  desiruble  to  re-enact  a  clause  ;  ^^.^^^j  ^^  ^,.^.  interruption  of  tbe  debate. 
which  had  already  proved  inoperative.  yfy^^^  ^y^^  ^Vhigs  were  in  office,  the  hoo. 

Mr.  ^.  (jBnen  wished  to  «.k  the  Mecre-  Member  for  Salfi.rd  could  go  up  italfi,  or 
tary  fur  the  Culonies.  or  the  right  hon.  Le  aslecn  when  the  clcvk  struck  twelve,  but 
Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government  „„^  ,,^  f„^,,^j  j.  convenient  to  obatrurt  tbo 
if  thrre  w,nild  Ije  any  obj.rciim  to  ,Hrrmit  le^Mation  of  the  country.  He  hoped  the 
colonml  (orn  to  be  iin|Mirted  duty  frro.  or  n,.„,^.  ^.„,M  goon, 
at  a  nomina  rate  of  duty  provided  the  j^,^  Bn^herhm  indignantlr  denied,  that 
colonuil  legislatures  ji^mld  place  a  .luiy  on  ,^^  ^.^,  .^^xkuxXk^X  bv  factious  motivea.  Ho 
foreign  n.rn  imjxirted  into  the  colon y...|ual  ^^^  ^^^^^^  -^  y^^^  ^^^^  ^  frequently  m 
in  aMiount  to  the  protection  given  to  home-    ^„^.  y^^^    Member,  and.  so  far  from  offering 

grown  corn  .  .         rhv   factious  opposition   to   anr   Oofem* 

No  an.wor  was  given  to  the  question.    „,^;„^   j,^.  j^^  ^|^^„  ,^^„  ^^^^  ^„^  ^, 

— clausi*  ii^^rcetl  to,  ^j,,^.,^^  j^  l^j,  ^„^jj„  f„^  adjonmraent  after 

On  i\  lUM*  M,  a  ceriiiin  ho!ir  of  the  night.     It  wu  quite 

C«pi:iin  Pechell  proposed  the  following  imp^ivMblc  that  the  House cwild  goon  with 

amendments:  the  di!icus<(ion  of  the  next  clause.     It  In* 

••  lliai  ivrry  vfM^I   importing  forriffn  corn,  vnlvtil  a  great  principle,  and  eould  not  be 

and  whiih  %}il\\  ivport  Hri(:«K  mj>iur.ictijrr(j  di«piMi-d  of  in  an  empty  House,  at  an  hoar 

g'>od«,  »)ii!l,  upon  prniif  of  luch  rvportjh  m.  uiitittetl    fur  diM^u^sion.       He  should  oer^ 

he  rri'itli'  1    t  i  a  ilrjMhark  of  tiich  pirt  oi  ihc  tainly  prc«S  his  motion. 

duty  «hith  «rji  piyiMeiij..,!!  *uJi  crn  at  ihe        sir  R.  fWl  said,  it  was  certainly  tmo 

ti.i.e  f  r  It!  f.f.ier,f,c  inf.  fvori  a*  Ht.  .iijfi.r  ,,,p^.  j^^j  arrived  ut  a  point  of  the  proeccd. 

,  1     L   ,.  '  1     i-        I  net  wlipre  a  dfoate   was  liKely  lo  oerar. 

KO()d«i  ^'i  fxi  iirinl   thjll,  arconliii^  ti  itir  fair     ,,^  ,    ,  i_   .  .»  li     _* 

r.     L  ..         ,.    .     f  I       .     ■.      .    .    -i.K-    lie  ritfretted,  however,  that  thrv  could  not 

valu*  ^Jt  ir.e  cf  rii  *u  mpoie-l,  aicofdio^  lo  Ihc  P«'"<^'c«.  a*  he  w.is  most  anxious  to  get  thia 
uTtf:ji:.<  p'tcf  ^f  rurn  at  tiic  time  of  Hi  ^nfrr-  niej*urc  through  Parliament.  He  would 
ir.g  iuto  port,  2  drawback  of  per  ccni     give  notice  that  he  should  take  erery 


m 


Cnim- 
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in  on  the  I  Hire*,  Sir  E. 

On   Fria.7,  of  !  Hepburn  Sir  T.  B. 


tanit<r   of   pKadtur 

ftttentioD  of  tb«  H<...»      »^  . ..-~,,  ^. .      . 

couTW. ho  should  prooMd  with  tha  oueMUot,    ^,^°*,'^'  ™-  *■ 

of  the  mooDM-tu,  but  on  erciT  other  nigfa' 

he  ihould  take  tdnntage  of  all  the  oppor- 

tunitiM  open   to  him  of  pnnng  the  cod- 

nderation  of  thit  niewure.    Of  courae  h^ 

■hould  not  object  to  or  impede  anj  diKui 

nua  upoQ  it,  but  he  ihould  expect  bon. 

OmileiBen  who   took  mn   inteictt  in  the 

question  to  be  in  thdr  pUcet,  uid  not  tt> 


Hill,  Lord  M. 

Hindiey.C. 

Hope,  boD.  C. 

Hope,G.  W. 

Howard,  hn.CW.O, 

JohniOD,  W.  U. 

Johniion,  A. 

KDatGhbull,rt.h.SiTE.    SaiiooVhon.  H.  M, 

LiBcola,  Earl  of  Tenotot,  J.  E. 


PedlieU,  Capt. 
PmI,  n.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Plumridge,  Capl. 
Pollock,  »r  P. 
Power,  J. 

Rae,  It.  hon.  Sir  W. 
BicbardiiR. 
Rjder,  boB.  G.  D. 
Scott,  B. 
Slanlejr,  Lord 


Mr.  Lahemekert  would  eerlainlj  havi 
been  glad  if  tfaejr  could  so  on  for  a  iihon 
tino,  but  when  hii  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 


Mackeaue,  W.  F. 
March,  Rarl  of 
Hanham,  Viict. 
Maiterman,  J. 
Morrii,  D. 


ber  for  S«lfoid  mt  efa«rged  with  having:    Napier,  Sir  C. 
gone  up-itain  to  enable  the  late  Govern-  ^  N««rr.  Vi«ct. 
meat  to  proceed  with  their  measures  after    Nicholl,  rt.  hon.  J. 
twelve  o'clock,  he  mutt  rmnind  the  Houh    U'Brien,  J. 
how  stem  and  inexorable  the  hon.  Gentle-    SJ!"*°',J*i,*', 
man  had  been  on   several  uccationg   when    S-ffH.  n' 
the  late  Government  desired  to  iiroceed. 
Indeed,  it  of^   h^ipened  that  when  the 
hoo.  Uember   did  not  move,  there  were 
loud  calls  for  "  Mr.  Brothertoo  "  from  the 
other  side,  and  he  was  forced  to  make  hit 
motion,  however,  fanportant    the  subject 
before  the  House. 

Sir  R.  Peti  nid,  the  fact  of  there  bring 
ao7  twoesKtj  to  call  for  Mr.  Bratherton, 
proved  that  that  hon.  Gentleman  was 
mBetitnea  slow  to  more.  Now,  he  would 
reallj  nut  it  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  whe- 
ther tttej  oould  Dot  |{o  on  fbr  one  hour 
lotifferr 

Mr.  BmktrUm  coald  not  oement.  He 
would  divide  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question 
that  the  Chairman  do  report  progiMS.  A  ves 
89;  Noes  64:  Majorilf  aS. 
iA$t  «f  tkt  Ates. 


VenKw, «.  U. 
Villien,  Viicl. 
Wswo.  J,  T. 
Wood.B. 
Wood,  Col. 
WoMi,  O.  W. 
York*,  bon.  E.  T. 
Young,  J. 


Adand,  Sir  T.  D. 
Adon,  Col. 
Aglionbr,  H.  A. 
Barcbj,  D. 
BariDg,  hen.  W.  B, 
Barrington,  Viscl. 
Baakerville,T.  B.H. 
BM:keU.W. 
Bttl.J. 

Bentinck,  Lord  G. 
Boldem,  H.  G. 
BoiMd,!. 
Brace,  Lord  E. 
Cbelses,  Viict. 
CbiUers,  J.  W. 
Cbriitopber,  R.  A. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
ComploD,  fl.  C. 
CotTT,  rt.  hon.  tl. 
Cripi..,W. 
Omnmr,km.VI.U. 


Douglas,  Sir  H. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
DniniDond,  I(.  H, 
Eaton,  R.  J. 
Kgerton,  W.  T. 
Ellis,  W. 
Eliot,  Lord 
EsicourtfT.  G.  B. 
PergusoD,  Col. 
Ferguson,  Sit  R.  A. 
FremsnUe,  Sir  T. 
Gaskall,  J.  MilMs 
Gill,  T. 

GladsU>n,n.ha.W.E. 
Goulbum,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  hoo.  Sir  J. 
GrimiloD,  VUct. 
Grogao,  E. 
Hatdinn.rt.hn  SitH. 
Hai«Md,S. 
Hawse,*. 


Ackers,  J. 
Alda»,  W. 
Allix,J.P. 
Anirobui,  E. 
Baird,  W. 
Bankes,  Q. 
Barinf,  H.B. 
BoTihwick,  P. 
Bramstoo,  T.  W. 
BruoB,C.I.C. 
Barren,  Sir  C.  M. 
Burroughea,  H.  N. 
Cochiaaa,  A. 
Colleit,  W,  B. 
Colrils,  C.  B. 
Croaa.,  T.  B. 
DickiDSOO,  F.  H. 
Duff,  J. 
RgertOD,  Sir  P. 
tscoti,  B. 
PiivoT,  Capt. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gordon,  hon.  CapL 
nrcenall,  P. 
lUle,  R.  a 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
HeDlev,J.W. 
iliode,  J.  H. 
Ilombf,  J. 
Jones,  Capl. 
Kemble,  R. 
Legh,G.C. 
Lcicetier,  Earl  of 
LiDdsSf,  U.  H. 

The  House  resnmtd. 
again. 

Adjourned. 


LuttftJuHowu 

Lockbart,W. 

M'Geacb^,  F.  A- 


Manin,  C.  W. 
Haityn,  C.  C. 
Hitcbell.T.A. 
Morgan,  O. 
Neville,  R. 
Honevs,Lord 
NoithUnd,  Visct. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 
Pacfce,  C.  W. 
Peel,  J. 
PriDgls,A. 
Rasbleigb.  W. 
ftediagton,  T.  N. 
Hushbrooke,  Col. 
Searlelt,  bon.  R.  G. 
Scolt,  hon.  F. 
^eppatd,  T. 
Sibuwrp,  Col. 
Smith,  A. 
Somertoa,  Visei. 
SomervilU.Sir  W.  hT. 
Soiberoa,  T.  U.  S. 
Trollope,  Sir  J. 
TtaUer,  J. 
WaddJDgtoD,  H.  S. 
WhilBore.T.  C. 
Wonle^,  bon.  J.  S. 


Bradihaw,  J. 
Forester,  bonJ3.C.W. 

Committee  to  nt 
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ni.]     Beul    PmHlr.—l'     NriKgllcCial  (Dl 


mtrr  Inflmury  i  Lnidnn  and  Gm 
1):  BnndllBf  JoDcliai  IUi1«*T. 

I  Rlv^  .tifW.— Duchy  ct  C-onnll  i  V. 


—By  loi]  Flt^tnM.  hon  HlDm  la  Calnr,  f 
ne4  Fi]n4(B  Fkiui.— STth*  Mvqun 
(nxn  BMM,  CkHifli,  Xinwtchy,  M 


Bili%ii.— Bt  •  ooUr  Loid,  (torn  iho  Hlalacr  uul  Ckbn 
of  UnlllMbunwtb.  rot  On  AboUUoa  of  Um  Law  al  Pa- 

Maeruou  (Ireland).]  The  Lord 
Ckttncelhr  itated,  in  ief«r«nce  to  the  re- 
port which  he  preteDted  yciterdav  Trom 
the  commiltee  on  the  Mtrriage  Law  ot 
Ireland,  that  he  had  thai  morning  received 
iorae  reiolutioni  paated  by  ihe  General 
Ataembly  of  the  Preibyletjaaa  of  Ireland, 
held  at  Belfatt,  Knd  communicated  to  him 
hy  ihe  moderaior.  Two  of  ihoae  reaolu- 
liooa  referred  to  the  cite  which  had  been 
tried  it  Cirrickfergua,  and  the  firat  waa  lo 
the  following  effect : — 

"  RaaoUad,  thai  vndet  ihe  unhappy  cir- 
cumtianeci  or  ihit  cue,  «a  are  aaiimu  ihn 
ParliBDicDi  ihould  abtiain  from  IcgitUtion 
uatil  a  deciiion  hai  been  obiainn]  bj  nltmn 
appeal  ro  ihc  Elouie  of  Lorili,  which  may  Je- 
lamina  wbat  iha  maniagc  law  or  Itclind 
nally  i*." 

The  aecond  reaolalioo  esprened  their 
Htiafaction  at  the  appoinlment  of  a  leli-ci 
committee  by  the  Mouie  of  Lordi,  and  the 
tefrrence  of  tlie  Iriih  Marriige  Dill  to 
thai  rommitiee.  Thete  reiolutioni  wcic 
an  addiiional  proof  of  the  expediency  of 
the  reconinirndaiion  of  the  commiltce  to 
poilpone  the  bill  for  the  preaenl. 

Lord  Brougham  uid,  he  inlirely  con- 
curied  in  what  had  fallen  from  hii  nuble 
and  learned  Friend. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Adjourned. 


Con,  rran  RMtfarin.nl  ftoaSLHaiT^  HWfMi 
r  cf .  Bil  hf  Kit  ■•  Han,  fm  maal  HMM 


irOt'SF,   OF    COMMONS, 
Tkfida^,  Slarth  IT.,  ISfi. 


ma*  PmBjcwka,  ^ 

•  F  DaaJwW  AMOM  I 

of  RMdt  Bf  UTfll(  D 


The  National  Floativo  Brkak- 
WATER.]  Mr.  P.  Afi/ei  moved  ihetecood 
reading  of  Ihe  National  Ploatlag  Bmk* 
water  Bill. 

Captain  Fitirojf  wA,  be  felt  it  ■«. 
ceaaary  In  call  the  atteniion  of  the  HsoM 
to  thia  bill,  by  which  a  natiooal  BoaiiDf 
breakwater  company  waa  propoMd  to  b| 
eatablithed,  and  to  give  a  briei  deacriptioo 
of  the  MTt  of  breakwater  the  forautioa  of 
which  wai  contemplated,  for  the  porpon 
of  inducing  ihoae  who  were  at  preaant  h. 
vourable  to  the  project  to  inquii*  futhtr 
into  the  lubject,  and  to  conaitUr  what 
would  be  the  probable  efTcct  of  the  pba. 
He  wai  of  opinion  that  no  atruclar*  is 
the  nature  of  a  breakwater  could  bat  lar 
more  than  three  or  four  yean  in  the  aa^ 
unleaa  it  wai  formed  of  aome  very  aolid 
lubitance.  A  wooden  airucturc  WMiid 
not  coniinnc  to  float  for  mutt  tbas  thiM 
or  four  yeara.  It  would  be  aubjcet  to  iba 
acrion  ofworma,  which  would  bore  ibrooglk 
and  Ihrough  it  in  a  few  yean,  and  daetraj 
iti  buoyanr*.  Another  objection  wu,  ihu 
the  chaini  by  which  il  Buai  bt  moowtl 
would,  by  Ihe  cooaUni  friclioa  n  lb* 
wairr,  and  by  Uie  action  of  the  vattr 
tlicif,  wear  away  *eiy  fait.  Aa  m  in- 
•tance  of  Ihii,  he  might  icfer  to  ibecbakw 
Uiil  down  by  the  Trinily-houia  at  lh« 
different  buoyi,  which  were  hupadad 
every  lia  monihi.  It  wai  found  witb  i^ 
apect  to  them,  that  the  ironwork,  th* 
rhaini,  and  rmgi,  never  laaled  BMre  ihaa 
BIX  or  leven  yean  at  the  uimoai.  In  aereM 
year*  il  wai  found  that  the  cbaina  ««n 
erorn  throvgh.     Now,  be  could  aot  ■■» 


585 


MaryMwM 


(March  15} 


Paving  Bill. 


586 


howa  breakwater  formed  of  wood,  which 
would  toon  lose  its  buoyancy,  and  the 
chains  of  which  in  a  few  years  would  be 
unsert iceable,  could  properly  answer  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  He 
did  not  think  it  would  last  for  more  than 
five  years  at  the  utmost.  With  these  im- 
pressions he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  lo  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  bill. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Martleboke  Paviho  B1LL.3  ^^' 
Mackmnon  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  St.  Maryle- 
bone  Parish  (Paving)  Bill  After  the  pre- 
sentation of  some  petitions  for  and  against 
the  bill,  the  hon.  Member  proceeded  to 
move  the  second  reading,  and  said,  he  did 
oot  with  to  raise  any  discussion  on  this 
occasion,  by  entering  into  any  protracted 
obsemtions  on  the  measure.  But  he 
thought  it  right  to  state  that  two  points, 
whicn  were  considered  most  objectionable 
by  those  who  opposed  ihe  bill,  had 
been  abandoned  by  its  supporters — a  cir- 
cumstance which  he  hoped  would  give 
satisfaction  to  those  parties  by  whom  the 
measure  was  resisted.  The  provision 
with  reference  to  the  salary  of  the  trea- 
surer and  that  which  related  to  raising 
the  qualification  of  the  voter,  had  been 
abandoned  by  the  supporters  of  the 
measure.  These  objections  being  re- 
moved, he  'could  not  see  any  grounds 
for  opposition  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill.  It  never  was  intended  to  be  a  job, 
hut  was  designed  rather  to  prevent  jobbing 
and  to  amend  the  errors  and  faults  in  the 
present  Act  by  which  the  parish  was  go- 
verned. If  there  were  any  objection  to 
the  different  clauses  remaining  in  the  bill, 
the  committee  would  be  the  proper  place 
to  discuss  them.  He  should  reserve  him- 
self for  any  objections  that  might  be 
thrown  out  on  the  other  side.  Having 
made  thb  statement,  he  trusted,  that  no 
further  opposition  would  be  offered  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill. 

Sir  B.  Hall  was  certainly  surprised  at 
the  statement  iust  made  by  the  hon.  Oen- 
tiemao.  He  had  now  heard  for  the  first 
time,  that  two  of  the  clauses  to  which 
much  objection  bad  been  made  were 
abandoned  by  the  promoters  of  the  bill. 
He,  however,  thought,  that  before  the  hon. 
Gentleman  brought  in  a  bill  which  so 
materially  affected  a  very  large  and  im- 
portant parish,  he  ought  to  have  stated 
some    reasons   for  introducing  iu     He 


ought  to  have  enlighted  those  who  were 
interested  in  the  measure  as  to  the  why 
and  wherefore  which  had  induced  him  to 
brins^  forward  a  bill,  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  most  eitensively  to  alter,  and 
almost  to  repeal,  certain  existing  acts. 
He  should  wish  to  know  on  what  grounds 
the  hon.  Gentleman  wished  to  repeal 
certain  important  clauses  of  the  bill  carried 
through  Parliament  by  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  J.  Hobhouse).  It  was  a  bill, 
in  fact  for  the  repeal  of  all  the  local  acts 
referring  to  the  parish  of  Marylebone. 
He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  petition  presented  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  favour  of  the  bill.  No 
person  could  be  more  desirous  than  he 
was  to  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the 
petitions  presented  to  that  House,  but  he 
felt  himself  bound  to  say,  that  the  petition 
to  which  he  referred  on  the  present  oc- 
casion was  got  up  under  gross  fraud  and 
false  statements.  He  had  received  se- 
veral letters  which  would  show  that  such 
was  the  case.  The  hon.  Member  read  ex- 
tracts from  letters  addressed  to  him  by 
several  individuals,  stating  that  they  had 
been  induced  to  sign  the  petition  by  mis- 
representations of  its  purport,  it  having 
been  stated  to  them  that  its  object  was  to 
obtain  a  reduction,  or  an  equalization  of 
the  rates:  they  would  not  have  signed 
it  had  they  been  aware  that  its  object  was 
to  do  away  with  the  local  acts.  One  writer 
said,  that  had  he  known  its  true  character 
he  would  not  have  given  his  sanction  to 
so  infamous  a  bill  These  letters  he  would 
place  in  the  hands  of  his  hon.  Friend,  and 
he  apprehended,  after  what  he  had  stated, 
that  little  credit  would  attach  to  the  sig- 
natures to  the  petition.  Before  his 
hon.  Friend  brought  in  a  bill  of  this 
description  he  should  have  stated  the 
grounds  on  .  which  it  was  proposed, 
be  particularly  objected  to  the  clause  in 
the  bill  which  made  the  rates  payable  in 
advance.  He  understood  that  by  the  bill 
the  vestry  was  to  be  compelled  to  levy  a 
rate  for  the  entire  year  on  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, and  to  that  hie  objected.  He  also 
objected  to  the  bill,  because  there  was  no 
provision  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
The  sense  of  the  parish  had  not  been  fairly 
taken  in  reference  to  the  present  bill.  He 
believed  that  a  large  majority  of  the  pa- 
rishioners were  opposed  to  the  bill ;  and  as 
he  saw  no  justifiable  reason  for  its  intro* 
duction,  he  should  move  that  it  be  read  t 
second  Ume  that  day  six  months. 
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Mr.  Mackinnon  opposed  the  amend- 
meDt.  He  would  put  it  to  the  House 
whether  the  time  had  not  come  for  intro- 
ducing; tome  such  change  as  that  con- 
templated by  the  bill.  The  hon.  Baronet 
had  eipressed  his  faiisfaction  with  the  late 
and  the  present  vestry  of  Marylcbonc ; 
but  was  the  hon.  Baronet  aware  that  the 
late  vestry  had  been  obliged  to  borrow  a 
large  sum  ?  and  that  the  present  vestry 
had  contracted  a  debt  of  20,000/.  That 
vestry  was  now  paying  an  interest  upon 
the  sum  they  had  borrowed  of  i  ,200/.  per 
annum.  One  of  their  body  had  been  pro- 
secuted fur  a  libel,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
defence  were  not  paid  out  of  that  indivi- 
duaKs  pocket,  but  the  parish  was  made 
liable  by  the  vestry  for  the  entire  sum. 
Now,  nothing  in  his  opinion,  could  be 
more  monstrous  than  such  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding. The  object  of  the  bill  was  to 
place  the  mode  of  election  by  ballot  in 
the  vestry  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  election  of  members  of  corporations. 
The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  adopt 
the  principle  of  the  Reform  Bill  in 
the  parish  afTairs  of  Marylebonc,  and  he 
was  satisfied  that  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  was  himself  aware  that  would  be 
its  effect.  The  opposition  which  had  been 
offered  to  the  bill  was  entirely  of  a  poll* 
tical  character,  as  its  framers  only  con- 
tended for  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
Reform  Bill,  of  apportioning  votes  in  a 
compound  ratio  of  population  and  pro- 
perty. 

Mr«  WakUy  said,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  do«n  expressed  his 
astonishment  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Marvlebonc  was  not  supplied  with  a  preat 
number  of  arguments  against  the  hill.  He 
marvelled  at  the  hon.  Member's  modoslv : 
he  asked  the  House  to  allow  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  without  stating  one 
reason  why  the  bill  should  be  ca^ritd. 
Besides,  this  was  the  cait-ofT  bill  of  an- 
other hon.  Member,  the  .Member  for  Mid- 
dles x,  whu,  with  an  honourable  feeling, 
had  abandoned  the  mcasurt*.  The  hon. 
CiriitUnun  (ippusite  had  taken  it  up,  and 
he  (Mr.  Wakli-y)  hoped  it  might  pruvc  n 
sour  I  e  (>f  torroi-nt  lu  him  l)efurc  ho  h.id 
dune  uith  it.  He  ho|>ed  the  lluuse  would 
cX|<ri>s8  some  sentinienl  on  the  (jueslK  n  at 
i«sue  tieiwren  the  |>ctitionnrs  fi^r  this  bill 
and  the  %(Slry.  Tlie  |>'.  lihoners  ti»  the 
hill  Kad  mtl  i:i  iTivatt- ;  they  liail  ii)l 
dartd  tu  call  une  public  mttting.  The 
vcsiry  was  a  popular  one  ckctcd  by  bal- 
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lot ;  every  rate-payer  had  a  right  to  fOlt, 
but  a  qualification  for  vestrymen  «m 
necessary ;  and  so  it  was,  that  out  of  ItO 
vestrymen,  sixty  were  noblemen  or  gentb* 
men  of  liberal  professions ;  yet  the  mtrj 
did  not  work  well.  Was  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  aware  that  the  veetrj  to 
which  he  belonged,  bequeathed  a  dent  of 
1 20,000/.  to  the  present  vestry,  who  hM 
reduced  that  debt  to  53,000/.,  and  had  re- 
duced the  rates  from  4s.  4d.  to  3t.  in  tbm 
und.  The  fact  was,  however,  thoYeatry 
ad  committed  two  unpardonable  eUhncen 
in  the  eyes  of  the  supporters  of  the  bill^ 
they  had  attended  to  the  wants  of  Che 
poor,  and  had  obeyed  the  law. 
were  the  grave  and  unpardonable  oSei 
they  had  committed.  If  the  Hoose  ptN 
milted  the  second  reading  of  Ihia  bM 
without  one  word  being  addressed  hi  fh* 
vour  of  it,  ihey  would  be  despised  by  thn 
people.  This  case  really  did  demand  Chi 
attention  of  Parliament,  and  he  imphNcd 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  before  they  gMt 
their  votes,  to  reflect  well  on  what  Chty 
were  doing.  Tliey  called  ihemselfea  Con- 
servatives, and  he  could  not  object  Co  iht 
term  at  all,  because  he  was  u  anitotti  ii 
they  were  that  everything  should  be  pvt- 
served  that  was  good,  at  the  same  Httt 
that  everything  should  be  dceCrofot 
which  was  bad.  But  what  kfaid  o( 
conservatism  was  the  support  given  Id 
this  bdl  ?  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposili  eoci* 
formed  to  the  Reform  Bill,  and  Cht  K»» 
form  Bill  gave  two  Members  to  Marjb* 
bone — the  gallant  Commodore  and  anochif 
hon.  Gentleman.  There  was  a  AiriM 
contest  at  the  election  for  the 
and  those  two  hon.  Gentlemen 
turned  to  that  House.  Did  either  of  ChoM 
two  hon.  Geuilemen  support  that  bill  ?  No. 
The  parish  was  represented  in  that  HcmiiiB 
but  both  the  representatives  were  hoedt 
to  the  bill,  and  yet  the  hon.  GentloMMi 
expected  bis  supporters  to  vote  Ibr  ft. 
That  was  not  the  way  to  snpoort  the  IUk 
form  Hill,  and  if  that  were  the  natait  of 
the  support  they  could  all  calculaCo  ohnt 
would  be  it^  fate,  if  they  had  Che 
tunity  of  destroying  it.  This  can 
to  impress  upon  .Members  of  the  Hi 
the  necessity  of  looking  at  prirate 
The  present  bill  proceeded  from  a 
band  of  parochial  jobbers.  The 
feciivc  and  incompetent  veiCrji 
wished  to  gel  a  reinstatement  into 
and  to  defeat  the  authorities  of  Che  palftk 
who  had  violated  no  lav^hnd  OHfii 
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every  legal  enactment,  and  had  managed 
the  afiairt  of  the  parish  in  a  frngal  and 
prudent  manner.  Bui,  tayt  the  hon.  Gen* 
tleman,  have  they  not  been  exposed  in  the 
newspapers — have  not  condemnatory  para- 
graphs appeared  against  them  ?  Yes,  they 
have,  aod  be  hop^l  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man  did  not  know  the  author  of  them. 
There  were  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  con- 
nected with  literature,  and  they  must  know 
how  easy  it  was  to  get  inflammatory  para- 
graphs into  newspapers.  There  was  no 
difficulty  in  that.  But  where  were  the 
facts^were  there  any  facts?  The  hon. 
Member  said,  that  the  mode  of  election 
ought  to  be  changed,  and  he  complained 
that  there  were  five  places  fixed  where 
parties  could  polly  while  the  law  only  gave 
the  power  to  appoint  four  inspectors — in 
fact,  that  there  was  one  limb  of  the  system 
incomplete.  What  was  the  hon.  Gentle, 
man's  demands?  Why,  to  cut  off  the 
other  four.  That  was  bad  surgery — and 
he  could  tell  him  that,  as  a  professional 
man.  He  trusted  the  House  would  reflect 
on  what  they  were  asked  to  do  in  this 
case,  and  unhesitatingly  reject  the  present 
bill.  He  was  in  the  parish  of  Marylebone 
almost  every  day,  and  was  in  the  habit  of 
meeting  bundreda  of  the  rate-payers,  and 
he  could  declare  positively  that  he  had  not 
found  a  aingle  individual  who  supported 
the  bill,  or  believed  that  there  was  the 
slightest  necessity  for  the  introduction  or 
adoption  of  that  measure.  Had  not  the 
hon.  Gentleman  aome  misgivinga  as  to 
the  motives  of  those  who  prompted  him  to 
introduce  the  bill  t  There  had  only  been 
one  small  skirmish,  and  yet  he  aays  there 
are  two  parts  of  the  bill  which  he  consents 
to  give  up.  One  of  these  was  a  nice 
little  job  for  giving  a  treasurer  1.000/.,  in 
order  to  provide  for  some  cousin  or  rela- 
tion, or  some  noodle  who  could  not  get 
his  living  by  his  own  ability ;  the  other 
was  the  qualification,  and  the  present  bill 
proposed  that  the  qualification  should  be 
raised  from  40/.  to  60iL,  and  no  person 
could  Kt  aa  a  guardian  of  the  poor  who 
had  not  60/.  a  year.  He  hoped  and 
trusted  that  tke  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
thoae  who  prompted  him  to  bring  in  this 
most  flagitioos  and  flagrant  bill  would  be 
defeated,  and  that  it  would  be  rejected 
by  the  Houae  of  Commona. 

Mr.  //nr^y  said^tbat  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  stated  that  no  persons  in  Marylebone 
were  to  be  fiMod  favourable  to  the  bill, 
but  he  bad  met  witk  seTeral  who  anppoited 


it ;  and  the  only  Question  now  was  as  to 
the  details.  A  bill  had  been  passed  forty- 
seven  years  ago  on  the  subject,  and  cer- 
tain other  acts  had  been  passed  to  explain 
that  bill.  Then  came  the  act  called  Hob- 
house's  Bill,  and  then  the  Police  Act,  and 
then  Mr.  Taylor's  Act,  all  of  which  affec- 
ted the  provisions  of  the  original  bill; 
and,  in  consequence,  forty-eight  clauses  of 
it  had  k>eeo  rendered  useless.  He  waa 
himself  a  recent  ratepayer,  and  he  could 
find  nothing  definite  on  the  subject,  unltsa 
he  went  through  the  various  bills.  With 
respect  to  Hobhouse's  Bill,  it  required 
eight  inspectors,  and  appointed  five  polling 
places.  The  next  thing  was,  that  the  audi- 
tors of  the  parish  were  in  alms-housea, 
and  he  asked  if  that  did  not  require  alte- 
ration. With  respect  to  the  vestry  the 
inhabitants  of  Marylebone  had  been 
obliged  to  file  a  bill  against  it,  and  they 
succeeded. 

Sir  C.  NapUr  said,  that  the  old  vestry 
had  left  a  debt  on  the  parish  of  iSSflOOL^ 
and  that  the  present  vestry  reduced  it  by 
53fi00L  On  what  just  grounds  then,  he 
wanted  to  know,  should  they  seek  to  turn 
out  the  vestry  which  had  effected  ao 
much  good. 

Mr.  Leader  aaid,that  there  were  two  or 
three  parishes  in  the  borough  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent,  which  felt 
deeply  interested  in  the  measure ;  and  he 
trusted  he  would  therefore  be  allowed  to 
say  a  few  words  upon  the  subject.  He 
would  first  stale  his  doubt  as  to  the  accu- 
racy of  aome  of  the  statements  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Lymington.  He 
understood  that  the  facts  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  Member  were  not  facts  at  all» 
but  were  mere  statements  taken  from  an 
article  in  the  Morning  Post.  He  trusted 
that  the  House  would  not  be  led  away  by 
accusations  of  that  kind.  They  were  now 
called  upon  to  repeal  an  act,  under  which 
the  parish  of  Marylebone  had  been  well 
governed,  and  a  large  part  of  its  debts  paid 
off;  and  they  were  asked  to  pass  the  present 
bill,  which  was  called  a  private  bill,  but 
which  in  reality  materially  affected  public 
interests  and  great  principles.  The  bill 
under  their  consideration  contained  276 
clauses,  and  it  was  impossible  that  the 
House  could  now  be  prepared  for  entering 
into  a  full  consideration  of  their  merits. 
If  they  assented  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  they  wouki  subject  the  parish  of 
Marylebone,  and  the  parishes  of  St. 
Jamet'a  nod  St.  George's^ 
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to  very  great  tod  neediest  expeoie;  be- 
cause he  could  tssure  hon.  Membert,  thtt 
though  the  bill  WHt  now  read  a  tecoad 
time,  there  would  not  be  the  slightett 
chance  of  patting  it  through  committee 
before  the  end  of  the  Settioo,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  oppotition  it  would  meet 
with,  and  the  number  of  clautet  it  con- 
tained. It  would  therefore  be  a  mere 
watte  of  time,  and  be  only  to  send  the 
bill  before  a  committee.  He  believed  the 
bill  had  been  got  up  by  a  few  interetted 
partiet,  who  withed  to  tee  rettored  the  old 
telf>electing  rettry  tyttem.  The  meature 
wat  not  called  for  by  the  parith  at  large, 
and,  inr<tead  of  doing  good,  he  believed  it 
would  create  a  great  deal  of  mitchief.  It 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  mere  caricature  of 
legislation,  and  he  hoped  the  Houte  would 
not  consent  to  the  tecond  reading  of  tuch 
a  bill. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question 
that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  tecond  lime — 
Ayet  206;  Noes  131  '.^Majority  75. 
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New  Tariff.]  Sir  C.  Lemon  askeda 
whether  it  were  intended  to  lay  a  duty  on 
the  importation  of  metallic  tin ;  whether 
a  duty  were  to  be  laid  on  foreign  copper 
ore  imported  for  smelting;  and,  it  io» 
whether  the  dutT  woold  tpply  in  propor- 
tion to  the  metal  contained  in  the  ore,  or 
merely  on  the  Falue  of  the  ore  as  irn* 
ported? 

Mr.  Gladstone  said,  that  metallic  tin 
had  been  omitted  from  the  tariff  by  error. 
It  was  intended  to  alter  the  present  law, 
whicb  admitted  metallic  tin  at  a  duty  of 
2/.  10s.  the  cwt.,  to  10/.  the  ton,  or  lOt. 
the  cwt.  A  higher  doty  was  imposed  on 
the  importation  of  tin,  in  proportion  to 
other  metals  in  the  same  state  of  prepare* 
tion,  on  account  of  the  duty  leyied  for  the 
dochy  of  Cornwall.  With  respect  to 
copper  ore,  it  was  intended  to  do  awaj 
entirely  with  the  system  of  smelting  in 
bond;  and  to  make  all  ores  liable  to  a 
duly  of  5  per  cent,  od  valorem^  whether 
imported  for  exportation  or  consumption. 
With  respect  to  the  other  question  put  bj 
the  hon.  Member,  it  was  intended  to  take 
the  5  per  cent,  duty  on  the  ore,  and  not 
on  the  copper  extracted.  As  might  have 
been  expected,  there  were  one  or  two 
errors  of  the  press  in  the  tables  which  had 
been  printed ;  and  with  reference  to  the 
fourth  schedule,  relating  to  seeds,  be 
might  mention  that  it  was  intended  to 
continue  the  duty  on  linseed,  rape,  and 
flax  at  It.  per  quarter ;  and  on  gypsum, 
or  plaster  or  Paris,  the  present  duty  would 
continue. 

Income-tax  Machivert.3  Mr.F.7*. 
Baring  said,  I  rise  to  put  the  question  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  of  which 
I  have  giyen  notice.  I  shall  punctiliously 
adhere  to  the  practice  of  not  introducing 
any  matter  for  discussion,  but  confine  my- 
self  to  what  is  merely  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  to  the  House  and  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  theobiectof  my 
question.  The  House  will  recollect  that, 
in  the  full  statement  which  the  right  hoo. 
Gentleman  made  to  the  House  on  Friday 
last,  there  wu  one  point— and  I  do  think 
one  point  onl^— on  which  he  afibrded  to 
the  House  no  information,  and  that  is,  the 
machinery  which  he  intends  to  employ^ 
and  the  powen  which  he  metna  to  exer* 
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cwr,  for  xYm  collection  of  the  Ui  which  he 
pix^potci.  A  question  wit  put  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  for  the  purpose  of 
rlicitin)^  this  information  ;  but  there  was 
an  erident  wish  not  to  preu  him  to  make 
further  disclosures  on  that  occasion.  I  do 
ihink,  however,  that  this  is  a  point  on 
which  the  public  have  a  fair  right  to  be 
heard,  and  with  that  riew  I  venture  to  put 
a  question  to  the  rieht  hon.  Baronet,  for 
the  purpose  of  remedying  the  omission  in 
the  announcement  which  he  has  already 
made.  I  do  not  wish  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  go  through  all  the  small  details 
of  his  arrangement;  what  I  wish  to  hear 
from  him  is,  some  information  as  to  what 
forms  the  essence  of  the  tax  now  before 
Parliament,  because  I  apprehend  that,  in 
all  taxes,  an  essential  subject  of  considera- 
tion is  the  mode  in  which  they  are  levied ; 
and  the  question,  whether  a  tax  is  good  or 
bad,  is,  whether  it  takes  money  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  subject  in  a  convenient  or 
inconvenient  manner.  I  wish,  therefore, 
to  ascertain  what  is  the  machinery  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intends  to  in- 
troduce ;  what  are  the  powers  he  intends 
to  give  to  the  officers  employed  under  this 
system ;  whether  those  officers  are  to  be 
commissioners;  what  is  the  mode  of  in- 
vestigation (for  that  is  one  of  the  main 
points)  to  which  the  party  who  is  obliged 
to  pay  the  tax  will  be  compelled  to  sub- 
mit, and  what  is  the  mode  of  compulsion 
proposed  to  be  exercised  towards  any 
person  who  refuses.  1  do  not  wish  to 
detain  the  House,  but  1  wss  desirous 
merely  to  state  what  my  view  was  in  ask- 
ing this  question.  1  do  trust  that  the  in- 
formation  I  have  souj^ht  will  be  afforded, 
more  especially  after  the  announcement 
you.  Sir,  have  made  from  the  Chair,  that 
after  the  proposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  once  before  the  House,  our 
doors  will  be  shut  to  any  petition  or  re- 
monstrance that  may  come  from  the 
country  as  to  this  tax. 

Sir  R.  Peel :  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  put  to  me  seven  questions,  to 
which  he  requires  an  answer.  As  I  stated 
to  the  House,  1  shall  bring  forward  a 
measure  embracing  the  general  pnnciplcs 
which  I  have  already  disclosed,  and  on 
which  the  present  Government  proposes  to 
fbund  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
the  enormous  deficiency  nhich  has  been 
occasioned  bv  the  disproportion  which  has 
been  suffered  to  accrue  between  the  re- 
ytwn  and  expendhuie.    lo  the  bill  for 


raising  the  property-tax,  tbtrt  are  abovt 
218  clauses;  and  the  right  boo.  Ocntlt* 
man  thinks  it  convenient  for  ne  lo  Stalin 
in  answer  to  his  question,  whal  b  dia 
g^eneral  purport  of  those  cla«iH.  Cos* 
sistently  with  my  public  duty,  1  do  Ml 
feel  I  could  give  an  answer  lo  iht  vfjkg 
hon.  Gentleman  without  cnteriog  iolo 
planations  which  cannot  be  piopmy 
in  replying  to  a  single  question,  of  i 
of  questions.  The  House,  I  am  aon, 
must  feel,  that  it  is  extremely  diSonk  isff 
any  one  who  labours  under  iho  mpoaai* 
bility  of  proposing  a  great  aMoauiw  SO 
Parliament,  and  upon  which  it  ia  of  Iko 
utmost  importance  that  the  intontiooi  of 
the  Government  should  be  kepi  perholly 
secret  as  regards  iu  operation  on  Iho  coa* 
mercial  and  manufacturing  intowstat  to 
disclose  the  principal  proviibna  of  ~ 
scheme  in  an  imperfect  shape  btfoio 
liament.  The  records  of  whoh 
ings  of  the  old  property-tax  c 
were  destroyed  by  a  vote  of  this  H  ^ 
Almost  all  'the  officers  employed  nndor  it 
have  ceased  to  exist.  I  do  not  dtnj  iko 
importance  of  the  matter  lo  which  iko 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  question 
and  I  think  the  machinery  under  tho 
posed  tax  a  question  of  grave 
tion.  But  it  is  tho  first  privilego,  oa  I 
hold  it,  of  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchaqoor 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  explainiof  isi 
detail  the  provisions  of  an  all-impofftaol 
measure  of  this  nature.  It  it  ptriooilf 
open  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  » 
bate  this  question  on  Friday;  hot  I  do 
not  think  it  fitting  that  I  should  expln»» 
in  answer  to  a  mere  question,  what  m 
the  general  provisions  of  a  biU  ao  eaM* 
plicated  as  one  for  levying  a  tas  of  ikio 
nature  must  be.  I  most,  thorafisiOt  hag 
leave  to  decline  answering  the  qaaatioo  m 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Viicount  Hawick  said,  that  as  tho  r^^ 
hon.  Baronet  objected  to  state,  b 
to  a  queition,  the  nature  of  the 
he  proposed  to  adopt,  he  wished  lo 
whether  the  rixhi  hon.  Baronet  would  Inko 
some  mode  of  giving  the  roqniiod  OB* 
planation  liefore  the  House  was  called  Ott 
todiscuss  the  measure:  becaoie  it  nppeniti 
to  him  that  the  propiiety  of  grantinoorio- 
fusing  the  tax  turned  to  a  conaidmUo 
extent  on  the  nature  of  the  mochinoiy  to 
be  employed  for  its  collection.  It  woa  O 
little  too  hard  that  they  ahooM  ko  OB* 
peeled,  af^cr  hearing  for  the  tel  tisoosi 
Friday  next  wkat  the  machinoiy 
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give  a  Tote,  ia  a  few  hoari  afterwards, 
wbicb,  if  oDce  given  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
poaition,  so  far  committed  the  House  that 
no  further  petitions  on  the  subject  could 
bt  received.  He,  therefore,  wished  to 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  object  to  take  some  mode  of  ei- 
plaining  the  nature  of  the  machinery  he 
proposed  to  employ,  so  as  to  allow  some 
interval  of  time  to  elapse  before  the 
House  was  called  on  to  vote  upon  the 
proposition  ? 

Sir  R.  Petl  said,  that  the  noble  Viscoont 
and  every  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  the 
fullest  opportunity,  during  the  progreu  of 
the  bill,  of  discussing  the  matter  if  the  ma- 
chinery should  appear  to  them  onsatisfac- 
tory,  or  so  unsatisfactory  as  to  constitute  a 
fatal  objection  to  the  measure.  Acceding 
to  the  preliminary  resolution  would  not 
bind  the  noble  Viscount  to  support  every 
part  of  the  bill.  He  was  sure  the  Honse 
would  not  expect,  in  reference  to  a  bill 
which  might  contain  about  218  clauses, 
any  Member  should  be  bound  to  all  the 
details.  He  would  at  the  earliest  period, 
whenever  there  was  an  opportunity  of 
entering  into  an  explanation  (but  not  in 
answer  to  a  question),  state  to  the  House 
the  general  principle  on  which  he  proposed 
the  machinery  should  be  constructed. 
He  would  do  so  when  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  replying  to  the  commenu  that 
might  be  made  by  various  hon.  Gentle* 
»en,  but  not  when  he  was  limited  to  a 
mere  answer  to  a  qucttton. 

Mr.  F.  7.  Baring  said,  that  as  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  alluded  to  a  bill 
with  218  clauses,  he  wished  to  explain 
that  all  he  asked  for  was  the  principles  of 
his  proposed  machinery.  Mr.  Pitt,  when 
he  annonneed  the  incomeUax,  thought  it 
his  duty  on  that  occasion  to  explain  the 
principle  and  mode  of  levvinr  it.  He 
certainly  did  not  think  he  nad  uked  an 
improper  question. 

Sir  R.  Peel  apprehended,  that  Mr. 
PKt  made  his  explanations  in  the  com- 
mittee on  the  bill,  and  not  in  answer  to 
questions.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  at  perfect  liberty  to  ask  for 
details  on  Friday  next ;  but  how  was  it 
possible  for  him  to  enter  into  explanations 
of  the  sort  required,  in  answer  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  seven  questions, 
as  to  who  were  to  be  the  commissioners, 
what  powers  they  were  to  exercise,  what 
officers  of  excise  or  other  department 
were  to  collect  the  taX|  what  powers  each 


were  to  have,  and  so  forth  ?— Conversation 
at  an  end. 

Aholo-Portuouese  Legiow.]  Cap- 
tain Layard  begged  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  whether  the  British  and  Portu- 
guese Commission  had  effected  any  settle- 
ment  of  the  claims  of  the  Portuguese 
Auxiliary  Legion,  and  whether  any  di- 
vision had  l>een  made  of  the  funds  allotted 
to  that  purpose  t  He  regretted  to  sav« 
that  most  of  the  men  who  bad  engaged  in 
the  expedition  were  at  the  present  time  in 
utter  destitution,  and  that  many  of  tho 
officers  were  suffering  extreme  privation. 

Sir  A.  Ptel  assured  the  hon.  and  |^1« 
lent  Officer  that  be  sincerely  sympathised 
in  the  misfortunes  of  those  concerned  in 
the  Portuguese  expedition.  The  com* 
missioners  had  already  adjudicated  on 
many  of  those  claims,  and  he  hoped  that 
before  long  the  rest  would  be  settled. 
With  respect  to  the  question  put  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Officer  as  to  the  division 
of  the  money,  he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  was  nnabia 
to  afford  an  answer.  The  recent  dis* 
turbances  in  Portugal  had  interposed  some 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  settlement  of  the 
claims  referred  to,  but  ha  hoped  that 
before  long  they  would  he  completely 
adjusted. 

Salfoed  Gaol — Ma.  Bagsbawe.] 
Lord  F.  Egerion  inquired,  whether  the 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department  had 
made  an  inquiry,  or  whether  with  or 
without  inouiry,  he  had  received  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  of  certain  chaigaa 
made  against  the  chaplain  of  Sallbrd 
Gaol,  Mr.  Bagshawe. 

Sir  /.  Oraham  said,  that  he  had  re* 
ceived  from  the  chaplain  of  Salford  Gaol 
a  letter  contradicting  in  the  most  positive 
terms  the  charge  that  he  had  on  more 
than  one  occasion  preached  aermona 
offensive  to  the  feelinga  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  prisoners.  He  thought  the  boo. 
Gentleman  opposite  must  have  made  his 
statement  under  some  misapprehension. 

Mr.  T,  Dmncomhe  said,  that  as  he  re* 
garded  the  question  put  by  the  noUe 
Lord  opposite,  with  reference  to  the  case 
of  the  rev.  Mr.  Bagahawe,  as  put  against 
himself,  he  would  trouble  the  House 
with  a  short  explanation  of  the  facts  on 
which  his  statement  was  made.  No  one 
would  wound  the  feelings  of  another  with 
more  regret  than  hiflsseff,  and  if  he  fennd 
that  he  had  ■aiataatioDnlly  doM  m^  ha 
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should  always  be  readv  to  offer  an  apology 
and  any  reparation  in  his  power.  But 
before  he  considered  it  due  to  make  this 
apology  and  reparation,  he  thought  it  was 
but  right  to  find  whether  or  not  it  really 
was  due.  He  must  be  satisfied  that  he 
had  misrepresented  before  he  made  an 
apology  for  misrepresentation.  Hit  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Kendal  had  told 
him  the  other  day,  that  a  correspondence 
was  going  on  upon  the  subject  of  the 
charges  which  he  had  preferred  against 
Mr.  Bagshawe ;  and  in  consequence  of 
this  he  had  made  further  inquiries,  and 
he  would  read  to  the  House  the  result  of 
those  inquiries.  In  the  first  place,  he 
would  read  a  letter  from  the  rev.  Mr. 
Macartney,  a  Roman  Catholic  clergyman, 
who  was  licensed  by  the  Bishop  of  Lan- 
cashire to  attend  gaols,  and  give  spiritual 
advice  to  the  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  communion  within  his  diocese : — 

<'  MuwheUer^  March  10,  1842. 

'*  My  dear  Sir,— I  am  quite  delighted  that 
they  have  thought  proper  to  deny  your  state- 
ments, as  it  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  prove 
them,  and  to  bring  the  matter  more  fuUv 
before  tlie  public.  \Ve  ate  really  very  much 
indebted  to  them.  If  called  on  to  do  so,  I 
am  ready  to  depose  on  oath,  that  about  a 
month  ago,  having  called  u|>on  the  gaoler 
about  procuring  suroc  copies  of  the  prison 
rules,  ont  of  which  1  sent  to  you,  the  gaoler, 
amongst  other  things  told  me,  in  answer  to  a 
remark  I  made, '  that  we  had  not  been  called 
on  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  to  see  any  of 
the  healthy  pnsoners.*  The  gaoler  said,  that 
the  healthy  prisoners,  if  ever  they  asked  for 
us,  ii  was  only  to  assist  them  in  getting  up 
their  defence.  To  prove  this  av^rtion,  he 
said,  '  A  person  wanted  you  the  other  day, 
and  I  was  sure  he  only  wanted  you  to  assist 
him  with  his  defence.'  1  asked  him  how  he 
knew  that  f  lie  replied,  that  he  took  die 
chaplain  with  him,  and  I  understood  him  to 
say  they  both  interrogated  him,  and,  being 
satisfied  that  he  only  wanted  to  see  mc  to 
assist  bim  in  his  defence,  of  course  he  (the 
gaoler)  did  not  think  proper  to  send  for  mc. 
When  my  roemonal,  which  is  in  your  hands, 
was  presented   to    the   visiting  justice,    the 

Eoler  was  called  to  know  if  any  priMmers 
d  asked  to  see  a  Catholic  clergyman,  and 
had  been  refused  ?  He  (the  gaoler)  told  tht 
visiting-justices  what  had  occurred  a  few  days 
before^  and  which  1  have  just  sutcd  above, 
about  this  man  asking  for  a  Catholic  clergy- 
man,  and  having  been  refund ,  as  they  (the 
chaplain  and  gaoler)  thought  he  wanted  one 
only  to  assist  Turn  with  his  defence.  All  this  1 
have  from  the  gaoler  him.«elf ;  this  is  the  in- 
stance alluded  to ;  I  am  ready  to  make  oath 
10  the  oorrcctoaM  of  iht  above  stattnenL    I 


have  been  to  see  a  couple  of  convicts  tfr^ay^ 
'  the  first  time  I  have  been  called  sinea  ay  ap- 
pointment, which  is  exactly  five  oMMtbs  to- 
dsy.    One  of  these  convicts,  Elisabeth  Irwin, 
twenty-seven  yean  of  age,  under  sentenea  of 
transportation  for  stealing   from  the  parsoa, 
tells  me  that  she  hss  asked  for  mt  abof« 
twenty  times ;  allow  for  eiaggeratioo,  and  il 
may  be  she  has  asked  several  times ;  and  Mr. 
Bagshawe,  she  savs,  told  her  *  he  bad  fbcfoc,* 
but  that  he  would  see  that  she  had  an  inter- 
view with  the  priest  before  she  left  prison  lo 
go  to  her  punishment.    This  woman,  I  under- 
stand, has  been  in  the  New  Bailev  these  laaC 
four  months.    I  asked  if  Mr  Bradshawe 
in  the  habit  of  preaching  controversial 
mens  ?  1  received  the  same  answer  from  all 
who  have  ever  heard  him    namcrly,  that  iIm 
beginning,  middle,  and  end  of  his  diseonrsaa 
are  controversy,  always  attacking  the  Catholie 
religion.    Again,  I  am  now  attending  a  sick 
person,  her  name  is  Isabella  Pratt;  slie  teUs 
me,  that  having  been  in  the  New  Bailey  abont 
three  months  ago  she  heard  Mr.  Bagshawe 
preaching  against  the  doctrine  of  the  rwl  pi^ 
sence,  one  of  the  most  sacred  articles  of  tbo 
Catholic  belief;  she  says  that  the  Catholica 
were  so  eicited  by  his  discourse,  that  oao 
Irishman,  after  the  service  was  over,  got  vp 
and  contradicted  Mr.  Bag»haw«;  two  tnin- 
keys  collared  the  man  immediately,  and  a  rt* 
|x>rt  was  spread  through  their  side  of  the  pri- 
son that  the  man  was  put  on  bread  and  wai« 
for  a  week,  but  she  says  this  was  only  a  ra» 
port,  she  cannot  swear  to  this,  but  can  as  lo 
his  speaking.    She  says  also  that  it  waa  r^ 
ported  that  he  was  locked  up  in  soUtarj  con- 
finement.   The  neat  Sunday  she    savs  Mr. 
Bagshawe  commenced  on  the  sam«  subject  aa 
soon  as  he  got  into  the  pulpit.    The  nan  got 
up  again  and  interrupted  him.    Mr.  Da|ihswa 
ordered  him  to  t>e  taken  out,  and  he  had  lo  be 
brought  round  in  the  same  gallery  behind 
where  the  females  sat :  as  the  man  was  passing 
the  door,  which  was  open,  he  saw  Mr.  Bag- 
sliawe,  and  he  shouted  out  to  him,  *  Yo«  ra^ 
fian,  you  ought  to  t>e  dragged  out  of  the  pmU 
pit,'  and  '  youMI  know  yet  that  Jesus  Chrisi  ia 
whole  and  entire  in  the  sacrament.'    No  ooa^ 
of  course,  can  approve  of  such  conduct  |  and 
I  .merely  quote  the  language  to  show  what  Urn 
irritation  must  have  t>een  to  the  feelings,  bt* 
fore  a  pnsoner  could  have  so  far  focvoittn 
himself,  knowing  that  he  would  he  liable  lo 
severe  punishment  for  so  doing.    This  womao 
IS  readv  lo  come  forvrard  and  stale  Una  oo 
oath.    I  asked  Kliiatwth  Irwin  in  the  ptiaoo 
this  morning  if  such  a  thing  had  taken  placo  ( 
she  told  me  it  had.    Now,  these  witnassai  do 
not  know  each  other ;  nor  does  one  know  thai 
1  asked  the  other.    Tliey,  1  dare  say,  will  eo- 
dt-avour  to  invalidate  the  evidence  of 
who  had  lost  their  character,  by  having 
inmates  of  the  prison,  but  when  it  u 
dercd  that  numbers  of  prisoners  unknown  to 
each  other,  with  years  soBctisses  batwoen 
thctf  evidence,  all  aitcsl  dm  aaat  ihibgi 
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BuneljT,  this  man*t  harsh,  tyrtnDical  cooduct, 
and  his  great  antipathy  to  everything  Catholic, 
I  think  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  on  any  un- 
biassed mind  as  to  the  fact  of  the  sermon 
which  made  the  Papists  '  as  mad  as  blajes.' 
The  man  who  made  the  request  was  one 
Smith,  belonging  to  the  17th  Lancers,  and  the 
request  was  made  by  him  to  Mr.  Roberts,  and 
not  to  a  turnkey,  as  the  papers  bate  it.  Mr. 
Roberu  is  dreadfully  afraid  of  losing  his  situ- 
ation, and  so  if  ^ou  can  do  without  mention- 
ing their  nafties  it  would  be  much  better.  1 
believe  he  is  writing  now,  but  he  is  terrified. 
You  may  make  what  use  you  please  of  my 
name,  and  also  of  Isabella  Pratt's ;  but  all  the 
statements  which  have  been  given  to  you  that 
i  am  cognizant  of  you  may  have  on  oath.  I 
wish.  Sir,  you  were  on  the  spot  for  twenty«four 
hours,  that  you  might  hear  and  see  for  your- 
self.    ^  I  remain,  Ice.,  A.  MACARTHFr,'* 

96,  King-street,  Salford. 

<<  T.  S.  DuDCombe,  Esq. 

**  P.  S.— Can  no  security  be  given  for  the 
witnesses  not  suffering  for  giving  evidence  in 
this  case?  I  refer  particulariy  to  Roberts, &c." 

He  had  alto  written  to  Mr.  Roberts, 
the  matter  of  the  Salford  Union  work- 
hoate,  and  who  formerly  held  the  titua- 
tioQ  of  tchoolmttter  of  Salford  gaol.  The 
following  was  Mr.  Robertt't  letter— 

^  Unim  Workkmm,  S^ford,  March  10, 1842. 

•*  Sir,— Your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.  I  have 
received,  and  beg  to  say  that  I  am  prepared 
to  verify,  on  oath,  that  a  prisoner,  named 
Thomas  Smith,  did  request  of  myself  to  ask 
*  The  parson  to  pr«tch  Uiat  sermon  over  again, 
stating  it  was  a  capital  good  one,  that  there 
were  manr  b— y  Catholics  in  his  ward,  and 
that  it  made  them  as  mad  as  biases.*  Mv  an« 
swer  to  him  was,  that  I  had  no  need  that  I 
should  ask  him  anything  of  the  kind,  as  he 
would  hear  similar  sermons  preached  again. 
The  prisoner  was  a  misdemeanant,  committed 
to  four  months'  imprisonment  in  February, 
1839.  Patrick  Farrell,  in  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary, 1840,  solicited  to  see  the  priest,  and  ob- 
jected to  go  to  chapel.  He  stated  to  me  him- 
self that  his  request  was  not  granted.  He 
was  on  the  sick  list,  but  not  in  the  infirmary. 
The  turnkey  stated,  also,  that  he  wished  to  see 
the  priest,  and  that  he  would  compel  him  to 
attend  the  chapel,  or  lock  him  up.  I  have 
seen  prisoners  taken  to  be  locked  up  for  re- 
fusing or  objecting  to  attend  the  chapel,  and 
tlie  chaplain  conversed  with  each  of  them  pre- 
vious to  their  l>eing  locked  up,  and  in  one  in- 
stance was  aniioos  to  compel  the  man  to  at- 
tend, lest  his  example  should  be  followed  by 
the  rest  of  the  Catholics.  I  pleaded  with  the 
chaplain  that  the  man  might  be  allowed  to  be 
confined,  as  he  preferred  it  rather  than  be  pre- 
sent at  the  chapel.  As  to  the  controrersial 
nermons,  allow  me  to  make  an  entry  or  two 
from  myjoaroal.  *  Febroary  2nd,  1840. — Son- 
day.     Text   143d  PiahD,  first  two   verses, 


*  Hear  m^  prater,  O  Lord,  kc.    He  tpdke  of 

the  inutility  of  prayer  in  an  unknown  tongue* 
Many  say  paier  notUr^  and  don't  know  what  it 
means ;  tome  repeat  so  many  prayers  on  Mon- 
day, so  many  on  Tuesday,  and  so  on.  All  thit 
is  formal,  vain  repetition,  and  will  not  be  an- 
swered. [Here  the  chaplain  paused,  and 
said,  I  shall  not  proceed  until  you  cease  whis- 
pering. I  will  sit  down,  and  afterwards  finish 
my  sermon ;  or  I  will  open  the  Bible,  and  read 
two  or  three  chapters.*]  On  Sunday,  January 
26,  1840,  in  the  course  of  his  sermon  he  told 
them  that  a  mun  had  stated  to  him  what  bt 
had  heard  another  man  say,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  another  church,  'That  if  he  had  the 
power,  he  would  destroy  every  heretic  with 
the  blast  of  his  mouth.' 

•*  •  Tuesday,  March  17, 1840.— St.  Patrick's 
day.  Service,  female  side  of  prison.  Struck 
twelve  o'clock  immediately  after  it  commenced. 
Should  be  dismissing  the  prisoners  at  that 
time.  The  chaplain  read  the  3rd  chapter  of 
the  Gospel  according  to  Su  John,  and  com- 
mented, but  afierwaids  struck  off  to  inveigh 
against  the  Roman  Catholic,  one-third  of  his 
congregation  being  of  that  persuasion.  Two 
female  officers  were  stationed  close  to  the  pri- 
soners, vrithin  the  alur,  the  prisoners  imme- 
diately surrounding  it  in  a  semicircle.  TUt 
was  the  first  time  officers  were  stationed  in 
that  place.  They  sat  opposite  to  each  othw, 
and  one  could  see  the  prisoners  behind  the 
other's  back,  and  could  detect  the  least  whitptr 
or  irregularity.  He  spoke  of  the  Jews  con- 
sidering the  Romanists  and  Greek  church  at 
idolatrous— 4>f  the  worship  of  images— of 
relict— and  that  others  had  a  right  to  contidtr 
them  idolatrous  at  well  at  the  Jews.  He  tpoka 
of  Nero  pertecuting  the  eariy  Chrittiant,  and 
of  a  portion  of  the  Christian  Church  after- 
wards imitating  the  heathen,'and  persecuting 
the  true  cbnrch  during  the  dark  aget.  He 
alluded  to  a  Pope  commanding  a  monarch 
to  do  penance  for  three  days— of  a  monarch 
holding  the  stirrups  of  a  Pope— of  the  deban- 
cberies  of  Pbpes,  and  na^cd  the  son  of  ona 
Pope  at  being  a  murderer.  Said  that  the 
Romanists  had  burnt  the  ministers  of  God, 
and  had  burnt  his  word.  Would  do  so  now^ 
but  thanks  be  to  God,  too  many  copies  of  the 
Scriptures  were  disseminated.  Spoke  of  La- 
ther, liuss,  and  of  several  historical  matters  in 
church  history.  It  was  twenty-five  minutes 
past  twelve  o'clock  wlien  he  condoded.  The 
dinners  of  the  poor  prisoners  were  quite  cold 
on  the  trays  in  the  yard,  waiting  since  twelve 
o'clock.  Tliis  was  St.  Patrick'^  day,  a  treat 
for  the  Irish  females.  The  most  perfect  order 
and  silence  were  preserved  by  all  the  prisoners 
throughout  the  lecture  '  Sir,  I  could  multiply 
these  notices  of  sermons  on  controversial 
points.  I  am  astonished  that  the  chaplain 
should  deny  a  fact  which  is  to  notorious. 

**  I  remain,  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JoHV  RoacaTS." 
The  efidence  ha  had  read  eame  from 
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peraoDSof  undoabled  refpectabilily,  and  it 
fully  corroborited  whit  he  had  alleged. 
Under  these  ctFCumttincet,  he  coniidered 
thai  no  apology  was  dae  to  Mr.  Bag- 
•hawe,  but  instead  thereof »  he  thought  that 
mucli  was  due  to  the  unfortunate  persona 
whose  misfortunes  he  had  commnnicated 
to  the  Mouse.  He  trusted  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham)  would  grant  him 
the  committee  he  asked  for ;  and  If  he  had 
a  committee,  and  it  was  fairly  constituted, 
he  was  satisfied  that  evidence  could  be 
produced  sufficient  to  satisfy  an  impartial 
mine!  that  a  thorough  reform  of  Salford 
gaol  was  needed,  and  also  that  the  present 
chaplain  ought  to  be  discharged. 

Mr.  O'Connell  said,  that  he  had  on  for- 
mer occasions  abstained  from  mentioning 
names,  but  he  would  then  observe  that  the 
Re¥.  Mr.  Mscartney  wss  as  respectable  a 
man  as  any  among  the  Roman  Catholic 
body.  He  should  give  notice  that  after 
Easter  he  would  bring  the  case  of  Roman 
Catholic  prisoners  confined  in  gaols  within 
the  united  kingdom  before  the  House. 

Lord  F.  Egertom  merely  wished  to  state 
to  the  House,  that  the  Gentleman  respect- 
ing whom  this  discussion  hsd  been  raised 
had  thought  it  his  duty»  through  him.  to 
deny  the  matters  of  fact  charged.  There 
were  three  charges  respectively  made 
against  the  chaplain.  First,  with  reference 
to  the  permission  given  to  Roman  Catho- 
lie  priests  to  attend  prisoners,  the  chap- 
lain declsred,  that  it  was  not  the  part  of 
the  chaplain  to  admit,  or  to  exclude,  or  to 
send  fur  any  Roman  Catholic  clerf^yroen ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  stated  the  case 
of  two  turn  who  had  committed  to  the 
gaol  for  burglary,  who  appeared  not  de- 
sirous to  st'e  their  priest  as  a  minister  of 
rfli>;ion,  which  would  have  been  autho- 
rised according  to  rule ;  th^it  so  far  was 
the  chaplini  from  prrvontin;;  the  admis- 
sion of  such  cU'r^yinan,  tlut  he  told  the 
prisoners  if  they  »ishi<i  to  rommunicale 
with  him,  th<  y  would  be  allowed  to  do  so. 
He  W.IS  informed  there  wa«  no  answer. 
He  had  to  afhl,  on  the  p^rt  of  the  chap- 
lain, that  thr^r  chjri;es  had  come  before 
hiui  merely  from  what  had  accidentally 
passid  in  that  House,  and  (hat  he  was 
otherwiiC  toullv  unaware  that  such  com- 
plaints  were  to  be  made  against  htm.  He 
would  further  he^  to  state,  that  there  had 
been  a  unanimous  resolution  come  to  bv 
the  visiting  ma^istrairs  of  the  gaol^a 
|jo<ly  of  gentlemen  of  various  (lolitical  and 
leiigioua  gpioiops  ■ac<|mttinf  the  chap- 


laiD  of  blame;  aod  the  goreraor 
was  by  his  doty  compelled  to  be  prasenC 
at  the  sermons  which  were  preached,  and 
who  was  a  dissenter,  averred  that  the  rev. 
gentleman  had  never  made  sermoiia  of  m 
controversial  character.  This  was  the 
resolution  of  the  magistrates  :— 

"  Ilesolved,  that  afttr  diligent  inqiury,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Wsitin^  justices  that  the 
charges  against  the  chaplain  are  unjust,  and 
they  consider  the  rev.  gentleman  baa  always 
displayed  a  most  benevolent  spirit ;  and  also, 
that  they  can  find  no  instances  in  which  the 
application  of  a  Kooian  Catholic  prisoner  lo 
receive  the  visits  of  a  minister  of  his  own  con- 
niunion  had  not  been  acceded  to." 


He  had  produced  this  document  to  i 
that  if  there  was  a  statement  on  one  aide, 
there  was  a  counter- statement  on  the 
other;  though  he  was  onacqnaintcd  with 
the  rev.  gentleman  himself,  yet  be  Iwd 
understood  from  one  of  the  visiting  joe 
I  ices  that  he  bore  a  most  irreproachable 
character. 

•Subject  at  an  end. 

Percussion  Ml'srets.]  Lord  A.  Lm* 
nsT  begged  to  ask  his  hon.  aod  gnllant 
Friend,  the  Member  for  ChippMlmm, 
(Captain  Boldero),  whether  it  was  tko  in- 
tention of  the  Ordnance  Department  to 
luue  muskets  with  percussion  locks  So  thn 
6,0C0  troops  who  were  about  to  be  aeni 
out  to  India  ^  And  also,  whether  h  wne 
the  intention  of  the  same  department  M 
issue  the  same  species  of  muskets  to  dm 
d('p6is  which  were  to  form  the  new  hnlln. 
lions  for  the  colonies. 

Captain  Holdero  said,  that  the  Ordnnneo 
would  be  able  to  furnish  the  troope  witll 
efTective  and  efficient  percunion  anna. 
With  respect  to  the  second  qoestion,  he 
had  to  state  that  when  the  battalions  were 
formed,  it  would  be  necessary  to  fnmiak 
them  with  the  same  description  of  nrma, 
and  it  would  be  done. 

DuSLtN   IIOTAL    SOCIRTT.]— Mr.  JliU 

dington,  wished  to  know  whether  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  had  given  diiectioaa 
for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  2,000/.  to  the 
Dublin  Royal  Society,  and  whether  it  wne 
pro|N>sed  to  take  tliii  money  ont  of  the 
civil  contingencies ;  also,  whether  the 
Government  approved  of  this  course  beiny 
tsken  without  the  certsinty  of  the  Hoose 
sanctioning  it  ? 

liord  FAiot  said  that  her  Majealy's  Oo- 
vernmenl  did  intend  tamwvenvMe  isf  llm 
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QMtl  gnLnU    He  did  not  then  know  whti 
would  be  the  preciie  nmoont,  but  it  would 
be   in    the    nalure  of   an  adnnce    on 
account. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Sfbcial  SEstiows.]  Mr.  G.  Bankei 
brought  up  a  bill  for  making  further  proYi- 
•ion  for  the  holding  special  petty  testiont. 

On  the  question  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
6rst  time, 

Mr.  C.  BulUr  ssid,  that  seeing  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dorsetshire  (Mr.  G. 
Bankes)  and  the  Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department  (Sir  J .  Graham)  in  their  places, 
he  wished  to  call  their  attention  to  an 
important  point  in  the  administration  of 
justice,  which  had  been  mentioned  to  him 
as  occurring  on  the  Western  Circuit  at  the 
present  assiies.  Since  the  Prisoner's  Coun- 
sel  Bill  had  passed,  there  had  been  a  dispo- 
sition, and  properly  so,  on  the  part  of  the 
judges  to  avoid  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses against  the  prisoner,  lest,  on  re- 
eiamination,  after  the  prisoner's  counsel's 
cross-examination,  they  should  be  com- 
pelled to  assume  a  tone  apparently  more 
UD favourable  to  the  prisoner  than  was 
consistent  with  the  strict  impartiality  of 
the  bench.  And  the  judges  had  iotro- 
duced  a  practice  of  throwing  down  briefs 
to  counsel  desiring  them  to  conduct  the 
prosecutions ;  but,  as  counsel  had  a  laud- 
able habit  of  never  doing  anything  for 
nothing,  the  county  of  Dorset  had  been 
charged  a  guinea  in  each  case.  The  ma- 
gistrates had  felt  it  a  great  grievance  that 
thev  should  have  to  pay  for  promoting  the 
ends  of  justice,  ana  had  endeavoured  to 
evade  it  by  a  practice  entirely  subversive 
of  the  very  principles  of  justice — the 
committing  of  prisoners  over  the  assizes  to 
take  their  trial  at  the  next  ensuing  quarter 
sessions,  these  magistrates  actually  thus 
incurring  the  additional  expense  of  prison 
maintenance  for  the  interval  rather  than 
pay  counsel  their  guinea  fees,  and  keeping 

f>risoners  in  con6nement  for  an  unlawfully 
ong  period  previous  to  trial.  He  had 
always  considered  the  commiuion  of  the 
judges  to  be  one  of  gaol  delivery,  and  that 
they  were  bound  to  deliver  every  prisoner 
in  gaol.  He  therefore  aaid,  that  it  was 
unsound  in  principle,  and  unjust  and  un- 
constitutional  in  pracliot,  to  commit  pri- 
soners over  the  asaiies  to  take  their  trial 
at  the  ensuing  sessions.  He  asoreover 
understood  that  in  one  case  in  which  an 
iassMdiate  trial  was  applied  for  to  ona  of 


the  jud^,it  was  not  granted  without  the 
impoaition  of  certain  conditions.  He, 
therefore,  thought  it  right  to  call  mt^ 
tention  to  the  subject,  and  he  trusted  if  tbt 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  not  able  to  do  so 
at  present  that  he  wovld  make  inquiriea 
and  give  the  House  some  exptanatioos 
respecting  it. 

Mr.  G.  Bankei  said,  that  it  was  in  his 
power  to  give  an  answer  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  though  not  to  the 
full  extent  which  he  reouired.  He  (Mr. 
C.  Buller)  had  not  statea  the  grounds  of 
the  information  which  he  had  laid  before 
the  House,  nor  whether  he  had  any  better 
information  than  the  public  at  large  re- 
ceived from  the  newspapers  of  the  day. 
His  ("Mr.  G.  Bankes's)  attention  had  hem 
directed  that  afternoon  to  a  statement  in 
the  Morning  Hirald^  which  certainly  con« 
tained  a  charge  to  the  effect  adverted  to 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member.  But 
he  should  conceive  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend's  practice  and  experience 
might  have  satis6ed  him  that  the  state* 
ment,  as  it  had  been  published,  could  not 
be  true ;  because  it  was  well  known  that 
the  magistrates  could  not  (even  had  they 
had  the  disposition  so  to  do)  prevent  priii 
sooers  from  taking  their  trials  at  the 
assises,  as  the  judges  had  not  only  the 
full  power  of  general  gaol  delivery,  bat 
the  imperative  duty  imposed  upon  them 
of  effecting  that  delivery ;  so  that  it  could 
not  be  supposed  that  the  judges  should 
have  neglected  the  performance  of  so  plain 
a  duty,  in  the  discharge  of  which  the 
magistrates  had  no  power  whatever  to 
interfere.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  oo 
this  point  there  most  be  some  misappre- 
hension in  the  statements.  Now,  as  to  the 
other  points,  it  had  been  observed  by  the 
magistrates  of  Dorsetshire  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  prosecutions  had  increased 
most  enormously ;  and  he,  aa  chairman, 
had  requested  of  the  treasurer  to  furnish 
him  with  a  comparative  sutement  of  those 
expenses;  that  return  evinced  that  the 
average  expense  of  a  proeecotion  at  the 
sessions  was  about  6/.  10«. ;  whereas,  the 
average  expense  of  a  prosecution  (for  a 
similar  offence)  at  the  assizes  was  not  less 
than  1 6/.  lOj.  A  great  degree  of  this  enor« 
mous  increase  arose  from  those  fees  to  coun- 
sel to  which  his  learned  Friend  had  alluded 
It  was  true  that  the  judgea  bad  generally 
consigned  the  prosecutions  to  counsel,  and 
at  first— not  thiat  counsel  reloeed  anything^ 
but  a  guinea  fee  had  been  oftred,*— in  % 


tf07    /wMf^litf  CM  Pmimt.        {COMMOXS} 

tho«t  liin«.  howtrrr.  ikM !««  hid  iacms«d  I  the  h((il  hoo.  Biroiict  ti  to  Iho  I 

fi\yn  oo«  to  t«v^  (\iin«M:  v^ea  other  f<«s  Ux— vhcth«r  he  proposed  to  levy  Um 

to  foKc  u*r»  and  rtpfostrs  of  hn«l«  «tfr«  OQ  pcotioas  secmnd  oa  the 

a^^?^^  :i-l  at  U«c  ih^^eei^voMS  imouattd  fiiad  by  ftcts  of  Parliameot  ? 

IV  .^   or  4.'.  m  eech  C4je.  %'«>«.  oertarnU.  >      Sir  ^.  Petl  sa^ti.  he  a 

the  na^i«t:Jtn  had  nffpev-tui.v  re^vetted  as  salaries  of  public  cdken— m 

of  ;Se  \\t\*iy»  Boi  to  nr^u.rv  :he  ten  c«  of  ^voold  be  tabject  to  the  lax.    IkH 

o^*«i;i«r.  rioc^^t  la   itio>.  CA«e>    as  .:  was  M  evaay  ^aettsooo  wre  mdm 

i'^-^t^^'t      K.v  ts9iSe  «i^<«:ra:f«  et^ki  h  n  oo  the  sabjecc  th^t 

tv^a  4«ia  '.«d  ^T  Mroc^  pa^i^ra;^*  i^  the  was  ii  aa>«er^  aU  proper  caqviri 

w«^a:v-^.   r«p->p«e?::7f  iN.e«.   Sfcui^  :^C4^:  i:  voold  be  beat  uf  s^ 

(N«v  «  »*od  ;o  fa*\f  :>e  n:*- caters  u.-  :e*  Sk*  pveifcoed  h;i  q 

cv^M"*  S.-^e'***.  at  ».Ti  ■•  «   dtfvi^  :•        Mr.  (nc«j«  iac  p. 

^•^».  -'vs  ■^.•01  lafws  *:"   *i>f«je.  :*e  Cie  •**  :."  <*J«e  ca  «  Krc 


aJ -t  •'«  rc<y  c*    »«^<0!f       m;  «;L:>f« 


la.'^.t   :.ae 


» « 


«-M  wc  vcrr  ma  'ar  ;«*  -rc.-YAea;  v  :2<    m^:   u*   «*;ce.   lm   r^u   acoL 
i\apr«^  a»  >e     Vr   ?4:m    5*i  r^ac^cc-     •%:•*-<  aic 
-J    1  Ch"«ivv   )4C  <';je¥,  tie  e-an«o  .  ic;^    i^-rr:« 

w",»^  ^^^'U^  -^i  »Tic  i?e  *.c  :i  ^mjuisv        >.r  -v   P«C.-  vTercidLt.     If 
sac^  accr  «««  ^M  *tm  n%rt't^i  ajc  jtm    Mr«>er   i*i   fn^ta  mt   macce  I 
ci-:v<--tftfo«u  si^picnct  'r^^c^r^r  tuc-t   a.ix   .  ^&««  >K*f  t'>e  ^  isrswHe  lida 
••^c^     -**  •..*iS^ec    a  al  .-«nrs.    w-^tc  »-  ?      M"     ""^i-rf^  sl«£.  .c 
«v»^«{  u  <\2W««i;cirf  ir.v-  t  i  rauarbnaiSit;    &Mc«*iiif  vc  2inM«x.i&£  «i  ; 

*••    rrnwoi'  *M4  w^'^   K'a«^  rriAifi       ^t     >wc   •»«  'J  r*  r%i  :e 

*«Mv  Kf    •%'ia.c    «-fc:  •    -•  ifcc    «■•»?»-    a  j.-.iwr.t-ja. 

n.i-  •;•-*. 
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trtctire  nature,  but  it  was  of  great  import-  I 
anoe,  and  be  bcsougbt  tbe  patience  of  tbe  | 
House  wbilst  he  laid  before  tbem  the  i 
grounds  on  which  he  proposed  this  resolu- 
tion. A  doubt  as  to  the  infectious  charac- 
ter of  plague,  had  been  prevalent  for  some 
time  preTious  to  1815,  when  a  committee 
of  the  House  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
tbe  allegations  of  Dr.  M'l^an,  a  physician 
of  eminence,  who  had  written  much  to 
prove,  that  the  plague  was  not  infectious, 
and  that  quarantine  laws  were  unnecessary 
and  mischievous.  That  committee  reported 
that  it  was  not  advisable  to  repeal  those 
laws.  In  1822,  another  committee  was 
appointed,  which  made  at  least  one  im- 
portant concession,  that  since  the  year 
1 665,  tbere  had  been  no  instance  of  infec- 
tion from  plague  in  England,  though 
plague  existed,  and  was  annually  reported 
in  the  bills  of  mortality,  for  very  many 
years  after  that  period.  In  1838,  the  sufa!- 
ject  was  brought  before  the  British  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
and  that  important  body  referred  it  to  the 
medical  section,  wbich  recommended,  that 
an  attempt  should  be  made  to  induce  the 
Government  to  appoint  a  commission  for 
the  purpose  of  prosecuting  and  completing 
a  thorouffh  investigation  of  the  subject. 
The  question  bad  lately  acquired  great  im- 
portance, and  wbeo  he  considered  the  posi- 
tion of  Egypt,  wbich  stood  midway  be- 
tween this  country  and  its  possessions  in 
tbe  East,  and  that  in  Brittsn  India  there 
existed  no  quarantines  or  lasarets — no  im- 
pediment to  the  communication  of  travel- 
lers, or  the  conveyance  of  goods  —  he 
thought  the  fact  was  strong  against  the 
sjTStem.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  a  person  travelling  througb  Egypt 
to  Bombay,  Madras,  or  other  parts  of 
India.  In  the  East  Indies  the  opinion  was 
against  tbe  doctrine  of  contagion,  and  it 
bad  never  been  averred,  still  less  proved, 
that  any  evil  consequences  had  resulted 
from  the  total  abeenoe  of  ouarantine  regu- 
lations in  British  India.  If  you  start  from 
Egypt  or  Turkey,  towards  tne  east,  there 
are  no  lasarets — no  impediments  to  your 
progress— -and  no  misdiief  from  the  ab- 
sence of  those  precautions,  which  the 
credulity  of  Europe  had  provided  against 
the  invasion  of  the  plague.  Had  India 
suflTered  in  consequence  ?  She  was  rid  of 
the  vexations  and    tbe   expense  of  the 

Jiuarantine  system,  yet  was  more  secure 
rom  the  plague  than  the  countries  which 
bad  imposed  upon  themselves  tbe  burthen 
of  quarantine  establishments.      Tbe  in. 
VOULXI.    {EK} 


quiries  made  in  British  India  led  to  a  con- 
clusion, that  tlie  establishment  of  quaran« 
tines  was  no  security  whatever  against  tbe 
progress  of  the  plague.  He  understood, 
that  when  the  plague  appeared  in  North- 
western India  a  few  years  ago,  a  medical 
commission  of  five  gentlemen  was  ap|K)inted 
by  the  Indian  Government,  who  unani- 
mously report  against  the  introduction  of 
lazarets  upon  our  Indian  frontier.  They 
were  not  introduced — the  cost  and  tbe 
annoyances  were  avoided — and  their  ab- 
sence instead  of  an  evil,  was  a  positi^^e 
benefit.  Now,  if  the  plague  require  no 
lazaret-nrecautions  in  the  east  — -  if  such 
precautions  are  both  useless  and  pernicious 
why  should  they  be  employed  in  the  west  ? 
It  IS  obvious,  that  the  quarantine  system  is 
a  great  embarrassment  to  commerce,  and 
tbat  the  pecuniary  losses  caused  bv  it  were 
beyond  tne  power  of  accurate  calculation. 
But  they  were  enormous.  He  had  heard 
the  annual  loss  from  the  quarantine  system 
estimated  at  between  two  and  three  mil- 
lions, and  he  believed  if  the  losses  in  the 
Mediterranean  were  added  together,  they 
alone  would  make  up  that  amount.  And 
now  look  at  the  absurd  consequences  of  the 
existing  system.  If  two  vessels  started 
from  the  same  port,  and  one  of  them  occu- 
pied two  months  longer  than  tbe  other  in 
this  voyage,  they  were  subjected  to  tbe 
same  quarantiney  though  it  was  well  known 
that  the  longer  the  vessel  was  at  sea  the  less 
was  any  plague  likely  to  be  conveyed  by  it. 
But  the  length  of  the  voyage  reckoned  as 
nothing,  the  quarantine  counted  from  the 
time  of  the  arrival  in  port  To  the  losses 
occasioned  by  delay,  by  fluctuations  of 
markets,  by  deterioration  of  cargoes,  are 
added  another  loss,  that  of  quarantine  de- 
tention,  which,  in  a  variety  of  cases,  was  a 
gratuitous  infliction  of  injury.  Every 
body  allowed  there  was  some  period  beyond 
wbich  there  was  no  danger  from  tbe 
developement  of  incipient  pli^e.  All  our 
legislation  was  grounded  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  after  a  certain  absence  mmi 
the  seat  of  hupposed  contagion  there  was 
nothing  to  be  feared.  Sometimes  the  dis- 
tance was  great,  sometimes  it  was  small, 
but  that  consideration  was  wholly  lost 
sight  of  when  we  reckoned  the  dajrs  of 
quarantine  from  the  time  of  the  arrival  in 
tne  port  of  destination,  and  not  from  that 
of  departure.  He  begged  to  read  an  ex- 
tract or  two  from  a  letter  written  by  one 
who  was  a  high  authority — Captain  Basil 
Hall,  and  written  at  Malta  :— 
"  On  the  morning  of  tbe  7th  of  this  month 
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The  tocbl  position,  the  opulenee*  the  in- 
fluence of  a  great  number  of  public  func- 
tionaries were  intertwined  witli  the  main- 
tenance of  a  state  of  things  at  once 
oppreraive,  exnensire,  and  unjustifiable. 
Considerable  salaries  were  paid  to  the  per- 
sons so  employed,  but  he  must  be  allowed 
to  say,  that  he  thought  exemption  from 
the  annoyance  of  quarantine  regulations 
would  be  cheaply  purchased  if  the  persons 
to  whom  he  referred  were  pensioned  off  to 
the  third  and  fourth  generation.  For  any 
purposes  of  protection  against  the  plague, 
those  people  were  wholly  useless,  anid  there 
could  not  be  a  greater  mockery  than  the 
modes  of  purification  which  they  adopted. 
Fumigation,  change  of  garments,  bathing, 
and  varioas  other  ceremonies  were  em- 
plo3red  as  securities  against  a  disease  which 
if  it  existed  at  all,  must  hare  possession  of 
the  human  frame,  and  certainly  not  be  re- 
morable  by  the  remoral  of  restments,  or 
external  transformations  of  any  sort.  It 
was  worthy  of  obserration,  that  in  those 
ports  of  the  Mediterranean  which  were  not 
under  the  gotemment  of  Austria,  the  re- 
gulations were  more  strict ;  while  in  those 
which  were,  those  regulations  had  been 
considerabhr  relaxed;  yet  there  was  no 
reason  to  belieire,  that  the  people  in  the  lat- 
ter class  of  ports  had  found  any  cause  to 
reffret  the  le«  stringent  practice  of  tlieir 
ruTera.  He  hoped  and  beliered,  that  the 
opinions  which  he  entertained  upon  this 
subject  were  shared  by  many  hen.  Friends 
of  his  in  that  House,  and  he  thought  he 
could  confidently  appnl  to  thoae  around 
him  to  confirm  the  riews  and  sentiments 

which  he  had  ^l^fl^Vf  ^^  ^^^7  ^  ex- 
press. He  knetii  *  ^.  3n  were  many  in 
that  House  who«  #  .*  >ear  testimony  to 
the  miseries  and  ft*^'  t  ations  to  which  a 
despotic  uncontroIK  ,  «jid  most  irrespon- 
sible power  subjectecMhem  when  risiting 
ports  were  those  absurd  regulations  pre- 
railed.  Amongst  the  mischierous  absurdi- 
ties  of  the  system  he  might  notice  this, 
that  if  a  man  wanted  to  proceed  from  Al- 
giers to  Malta,  the  easiest  mode  of  accom- 
plishing his  object  weaU  be  to  go  in  the 
first  instance  to  Toulon,  and  thence  take 
his  passsge  ibr  Malta ;  because  though  the 
British  authorities  imposed  a  quarantine 
on  vessels  from  Algiers,  the  French  al- 
lowed them  free  pratique.  From  the  cor- 
respondence which  he  held  in  hit  hand, 
were  he  to  read  the  whole  of  it,  the 
House  would  see,  that  eren  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  was  interested  in 
pattiDf  aa  end  to  a  systen  clsariy  inter- 


fering with  the  intercourse  subsisting  be- 
tween them  and  their  agents  and  allies. 
Oflicial  dispatches  were  opened,  perforated 
with  awls,  incised  by  chissls,  dipped  in 
vinegar,  and  subjected  to  a  variety  of  ab- 
surd modes  of  purification,  and  at  length 
transmitted  to  their  destination  in  a  muti- 
lated, and  scarcely  legible  condition.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  political  objects  were 
sought  for  in  the  mainteiuuice  of  qiuuran- 
tine  in  the  east;  and  it  was  equally  certain 
that  political  interests  were  punmoted  br 
them,  and  that  these,  and  not  the  health 
of  nations,  were  the  principal  motives  for 
the  great  severity  with  which  the  regula- 
tions were  enforced  abroad.  See  how 
quarantines  and  sanatory  rsffulations  are 
trampled  on  when  they  interare  with  po- 
ll ticaJ  objects.  There  u  in  the  Levant 
oorrespondenoe  latelj  published,  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Wood,  the  British  consul  at 
Damascus  in  the  following  terns  :— 

**  Beyroat,  October  29, 1840. 

I  hear  (tayt  Mr.  Wood)  that  four  engineer 
French  officers  have  disembarked  at  Acre.  To 
prevent  similar  occurrences,  as  also  the  con- 
stant communication  of  French  stsamert-of- 
war  with  the  coast,  I  have  proposed  establislw 
ing  the  qoarantins,  which  suggestion  having 
been  acceded  to,  all  vessels  and  passengers 
arriving  from  Egypt,  will  have  to  perform  ten 
days'  qiuurantine  at  Beyrout." 

Now,  here  the  quarantine  was  not  intro- 
duced to  keep  the  plague  out  of  Syria* 
but  simply  ana  solely  to  prevrat  the  French 
from  conmunicsting  with  the  Syrian 
coast.  As  quarantines  had  been  pot  on, 
so  they  had  also  frsqtiently  bsen  pot  off  for 
politiod  purposes,  particolariv  when  the 
parties  favorM  occupied  a  hign  position  in 
society.  When  Rochid  Pasha  was  at 
Malta  on  his  way  to  Europe  as  smhassa 
dor  from  the  Ottoman  court,  the  confine- 
ment of  the  nuarantine  was  found  very 
annoying  to  hu  sons ;  and  on  application 
to  the  governor  he  did  not  scruple  to  Tio- 
late  the  quarantine  regulations  in  their 
favour,  and  to  allow  then  to  disport  them- 
selves in  a  boat  in  the  bay.  But  when  Dr, 
Hdn^d  at  the  same  time,  applied  for  the 
same  mvoury  No,  was  the  governor's  answer 
—if  yon  persist,  I  nsust  take  awaj  the  pri- 
rilege  from  these  Turkish  youtns,  but  I 
can  by  no  means,  allow  it  to  you.  There 
was  no  country  which  used  the  prejudices 
respecting  the  plague  to  such  an  extent  as 
Russia ;  the  quarantine  agents  throughout 
tlie  East  were  political  functionaries.  They 
arrestetl,  and  releassd  travellers  at  will. 
They  took  posssssio>  eC  all  csrrsHMMidenos 
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u  maoy  d»thi  oaarlj  u  ibe  nott  fatal  plagua  '  Thia  Geptleman,  to  bia  (Dr.  Bovring'a) 
iDonib,  aod  thai  thiir  average  morulitjr  facet-  '  knowledge,  bj  the  pay  meat  of  a  amull  fee, 
eeeds  iliat  of   ibe  oihcr  monifai,  when   ihe    ^„  always  able  to  avoid  the  ii>con*enien« 

{itasne  raged  wiih i;~..-i  ;-• —        -  '     ■  ■    .  ..... 

nhile  during  the 


— — 7      ,  ,  ■  ,  ui  a  quarantiDe,  and  that  without  the  leatt 

',  C-Jd  S"4.°i;wT  I  f^i'^  ""fir"  'j^: "  "^"H: 

■^  ^  to  the  couutrjr  he  belonffed  to.     The  hoD. 

He  could  not  pan  from  this  part  of  the  Member  then  quoted  the  opiaton  of  Dr. 
■abject  without  obaening.  that  Dr.  Laid-  |  Browo,  wbo,  120  yean  ago,  had  repre- 
)av,  an  extract  from  whoM  letter  he  bftd  bended  the  (yatem  then  In  operation,  and, 
read,  was  a  niui  who  bad  conferred  a  great  'as  a  proof  that  the  plague  infection  could 
benefit  upon  aociety  by  hia  steady  resist-  nut  be  imported,  read  to  the  House  a  case 
ance  to  the  injurious  and  ignorant  preju-  '  in  which  a  number  ofbalea  of  cotton  were 
dices  which  prevailed  on  this  siihject,  aod  shipped  to  England  from  a  place  where  the 
whose  aerrices  would  be  very  vafuable  in  i  plague  was  raging,  and  no  infection  had 

Eunuing  further  investigation*.  And  here 
e  would  ask,  would  it  be  poHible  for  us 
and  other  countries  to  escape  from  its 
perils,  considering  the  manner  io  which 
the  quarantine  system  was  managed? 
When  people  died  of  the  plague  in  Egypt, 
theirclothes  were  soldin  the  public  banars, 
without  losing  anything  of  their  value  in 
consequence  of  their  baring  belonged  to 
iafected  persons,  nor  had  he  ever  heard  of 
a  well  authenticated  case  where  any  eril 
had  arisen  from  the  practice.  No  one 
could  have  been  in  the  east  without  bein^ 
canrinced  of  the  abaurdity  of  the  appre- 
heosions  entertained  respecting  the  plague. 
What  security;  what  real  security  have 
we  in  this  country  ?  In  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Laidlaw,  he  fbuod  these  words : — 

"  t  will  ibow  Ibe  public  ibst,  to  my  know, 
ledge,  a  certain  nunberof  bale*  of  couou  have 
been  shipped  for  England,  which  have  been 
taken  from  store*  when  the  plague  wai  raging ; 
that  the  plague  wu  on  l>oara  the  ship*  when  il 
was  packed,  and  that  theia  (son*  tboDModi) 
bales  were  lent  lo  England  ;  and  will  then  de- 
mand if  any  one  of  the  ciporgator*  of  thne  bale* 
was  attacked.  I  will  give  the  name*  of  the 
ships,  and  their  captains,  and  the  dale*  when 
the;  left  for  England,  and  If  after  all  tbii,  any 
person  i*  cradnloaa  enough  to  ttelicve  in  im- 
ported infection,  be  matt  be  qniia  out  of  hii 


So  ibat  though  such  care  was  taken  to 
^ard  against  the  conveyaiice  of  infection 
in  a  letter,  bales  of  cotton,  it  would  ap- 
pear, were  oommratively  harmlen.  He 
(Dr.  Bowring)  bad  had  a  communication 
from  a  well-known  traveller  on  the  northern 
coast  of  Africa,  who  nid,^ 
"There  is    a  perpetual    violation  of   the 

Siarantine  oo  tbe  sontbem  coast  of  Spaio;  of 
e  persons  who  visit  the  Baibary  Cout,  great 
nanben  never  think  of  anlcring  lb*  Spanish 
latarelio.  Would  I  be  *ucb  a  foot  aa  to  subject 
uyaelf  to  impritonment  for  weeks,  becauM  I 
bava  bean  in  Africa  for  a  few  dart  T  I  never 
didaotarataiarctto— I  DtTCTvUL"  i 


carried.  He  then  stated,  that  there 
was  also  much  evidence  to  show  that  the 
persons  employed  in  the  tasarettos  had  not 
caught  the  plague,  and  quoted  the  opinion 
of  Dr.  Gregson,  as  confirmatory  of  that 
fact.  The  hon.  Member  said,  he  would  not 
trouble  tbe  House  with  further  details, 
belieriog  he  had  said  enough  to  show  that 
the  subject  required  to  be  re-opened  and 
re-examined.  If  it  was  found,  ttiat  all  tbe 
vexation,  annoyance,  and  expense  of  qua- 
rantine could  be  got  rid  of  without  injury 
to  the  public  health,  be  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment  would  consent  to  open  a  communica- 
tion and  set  on  foot  inquiries  into  a  subject 
which  had  been  too  long  n^lected.  The 
Hon.  Member  concluded  bj  moving  his  re- 
solution as  already  given. 

Sir  R.  Peel  had  no  objection  to  offer  to 
the  motion.  He  was  prepared  to  lay  the 
papers  desired  by  him  on  the  Table  of  the 
House.  He  sugrated  the  proper  form  in 
which  to  shape  tbe  motion  would  be  an  ad- 
dress to  her  Majestf . 

Mr.  Foriter  said,  that  the  public,  and 
the  cunmercial  world  in  particular,  were 
Mcatly  indebted  to  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  for  the  ability  and  research  he  had 
brought  to  the  discussion  of  this  question. 
As  a  commerda)  man,  be  had  long  wit- 
nessed with  regret  the  inconvenience  and 
■acrifice  entailed  on  the  public  and  on  com- 
merce by  this  absurd  system,  which  be  be- 
lieved to  be  founded  entirely  on  prejudice 
and  delnwoo.  He  trusted,  that  the  time 
bad  now  arrived  when  public  oninion, 
aided  by  science  and  inquiry,  would  put 
an  end  to  tbe  abaurdity. 

Tbe  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
was  adopted,  and  motion  agreed  to  in  tbe 
form  of  an  address  to  her  Majesty. 

Tub  Chcbcu  of  Scotljimd.]  Sir  A. 
L.  Haf  considered  it  hi*  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  present  ur- 
foitutute  position  of  the  Church  of  Scot* 
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land,  and  he  begged  to  aaure  the  llouie, 
that  he  did  ao  in  no  spirit  of  partimmshipy 
or  from  any  spirit  of  party — he  did  it  from 
a  sincere  feeling  that  the  drcumttancet 
which  had  now  existed  for  some  years  in 
that  country  with  which  he  was  so  inti- 
mately connected  were  most  detrimental  to 
the  Established  Church,  to  the  people,  and, 
unless  they  were  put  an  end  to,  they  would 
tend  most  eminently  to  break  down  the 
best  interests  of  society.  He  felt  ooro- 
pclled  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houic  to 
the  subject,  in  consequence  of  the  very  un- 
satisfactory answer  given  by  the  right  hon. 
baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  in  the  first  week  in 
the  Scssi<yn  to  the  right  hon.  Cventleman, 
the  Member  for  Perth  (Mr.  F.  Maule). 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  then  said,  that  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  legislate  on  the 
subject,  or,  if  lie  did,  he  would  give  ample 
notice  of  that  intention  \  nor  was  he  pre- 
pared to  pledffc  himself  to  sup|iort  uny 
effort  at  legiuation  on  the  part  of  any 
hon.  Member.  Living  as  he  did  in  the 
very  centre  of  the  heats,  the  animosities, 
and  the  confusion  causuil  by  the  present 
state  of  the  law,  he  could  conceive  nothing 
so  den)gtttory  to  the  station  to  which  he  hail 
been  elevated  by  his  omstituents,  as  to  lit 
down  5i]ently  when  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  bringing  the  state  of  that  unfortunate 
(*hurcli  undcT  the  consideration  of  the 
I  louse.  He  was  not  going  to  enter  into 
an  historical  detail  of  the  circumtttunccs 
which  had  placc<1  the  Established  Church 
in  Scotland  in  her  present  predicament ; 
but  he  was  prepared  with  documents  tu 
5h(iw,  that  there  were  |iersfms  of  great 
weight  in  the  country,  who  liad  expressetl 
themsi^lves  with  admiration  of  tliat  cstub- 
lishment-^persons  wlio  thought  it  wax  an 
establishment  worthy  of  the  utmi>9t  |>nKi 
tection  of  the  law.  In  the  report  uf  a  com- 
mittee of  which  the  right  hon.  Han  met 
waji  a  Member,  it  wan  staled,  thai  they 
liiui  in  the  course  of  their  long  and  luboriuus 
duties,— 

'*  iiecuine  impnrs^cd  with  nu  feeling  so 
«lriiiih;  .It  that  tif  rruvintion  and  rctpcct  for 
the  l-.iuMithvd  Church  uf  ScotUnil** 

And  in  the  firogress  of  the  debate  which 
fitll(iiri.-(I  the  ri^ht  lion,  liarunct  said. he  am* 
Mdenil  that  cstubliihnK-nt  as  a  most  import- 
All!  and  useful  instrument  for  pr\i|iagaling 
true  religion,  and  securing  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  society.  Now,  ws«  that  an  estab- 
lishment which  ought  to  U'  s Unwed  to  exiu 
ill  cin'umstances  that  must  ik-stniv  her 
uH'fiilneu?  It  was  not  for  him  to  }ioint 
out  any  particular  line  of  duty  which  the 


Government  or  the  Lcgialature  ought  to 
adopt ;  but  he  would  say,  that  it  was  tm* 
cessarr,  absolutely  necessary,  that  thera 
should  be  some  legislation  on  the  suUbcI, 
and  that  without  the  least  delay.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  generally  might  be  aware,  that 
the  Church  in  Seothuid  was  establMwd 
under  the  10th  of  Queen  Anne  in  1711. 
That  act  regulated  the  manner  in  wUeli 
ministers  were  to  be  inducted  to  thoir 
parochial  charges.  That  act  was  Cttiied 
mto  execution  for  many  yaari  without 
question ;  indeed,  until  the  right  of  patran* 
age  was  called  in  questioD,  and  an  mti* 
patronage  society  was  formed  in  *'«^^'— ij 
in  1824.  The  members  belonpng  to  thai 
society  increased  greatly  within  tho  mbI 
tan  years,  and  in  1834  the  GenenI  Ao* 
scmbly  of  the  Church  passed  what  wae 
called  the  Veto  Actt  for  tho  purpon  of 
giving  the  people  a  voice  in  the  dioifli  of 
their  ministers.  That  act  was  whoQy  ia» 
consistent  to,  and  could  not  oo-exiit  wiik 
the  law  of  Anne,  and  ever  since  that  yaw 
there  had  been  no  peace  in  Scotland.  Wai 
it  |N)ssiblc  that  the  Government  and  tha 
Legislature  would  allow  Scotland  to  lo- 
niain  year  after  year  under  cireui 
which  were  tending  to  riiake  the 
foundaticms  of  society,  under  a  stala  aJT 
things  in  which  the  pec»ple  became  hsr* 
brraken  under  the  sanction,  and  in  tha 
company  of  their  ministen  ?  He  was  not 
pressing  the  question  on  the  attention  af 
the  House  without  being  backed  by  I4g^ 
authority.  The  Earl  of  Aberdean«  an 
Manh  3Ut.  1840,  said.— 

"It  appeariHl  to  be  so  clearly  the  daty  of 
hsr  Majesty**  Miiiistcr!i  to  undertakt  to  pi^ 
pose  racasurcf  to  Parliament  upon  son  a 
ifue^tiun — it  was  one  so  immediately 
tht  iieace  Slid  good  onler  of  the  cumi 
that  he  took  for  granted,  that  the 
advisers  of  the  Crown  would  not 
duty  so  inpcrativt.** 

And  again,  on  the  19th  of  June*  In  tbo 
same  year,  he  said,  in  speaking  of  tba  CMa 
of  the  Strathbogic  ministers,** 


WfVj 


**  This  is  a  stale  of  things  which  be  tl 
juiiified  their  Lordships  and  the  country  u 
looking  to  her  Maiusty  ^Government  for  sOMo 
intf  rferenct  or  redress." 

I'liew  were  strong  ciprvflsions»  and  thcy 
had  fallen  from  one  who  was  now  Imt  Ma» 
icsty*s  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affaiffl.  Boi 
he  had  another  authority,  and  it  Wll  onn 
whom  he  could  never  name  without  A  ttA^ 
ing  of  diH.'p  reii|iect— he  alluded  to  tko 
Duke  of  Wellington.  lathe 
the  noble  Diike  saidf^- 
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**  Tbtt  Ruch  t  lUte  of  things  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  exist,  tnd  the  whole  weight  and 
influence  of  the  Government  ought  to  be  ex- 
ercised to  put  an  end  to  iu" 

He  was  fortified  then  by  strong  testi- 
monj,  and  be  did  not  think  after  citing 
ioeh  opinions  any  blame  attached  to  him 
for  calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  subject.    Many  hon.  Members  present 
would  recolloct»  that  it  was  in  the  cause  of 
a  presentation  to  the  parish  of  Auchterar- 
der,  that  the  ecclesiastical  and  the  ciril 
courts  first  came  in  collision.    That  case 
was  long  litigated  in  the  dnl  courts,  and 
upon  the  question  of  the  temporalities  an 
appeal  was  bad  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
where  the  jndgment  of  the  ciril  court  was 
affirmed.    The  next  case  which  arose  was» 
that  of  Mamoch.    In  that  case  there  was 
the  settlement  of  a  minister  against  nearly 
the  imanimous  wish  of  the  parishioners, 
without  an?  reference  to  the  act  or  the 
orders  of  Uio  General  Assembly.     Then 
followed  the  deposition  of  the  sercn  cler- 
gymen by  the  General  Assembly  for  dis- 
obedience to  the  orders  of  that,  the  highest 
ecclesiastical     court      The    ctmsequence 
was,    that    that    court    conceiving    that 
they  had  a  bounden  duty  to  perform,  and 
according    to  the   ecelestastical   law,  ap- 
pointed ministers  to    preach    the   gospel 
in  the  seven  parishes.      Those  ministers 
did    not    preach    in    the    churches,    be- 
cause   the    civil    courts   prevented    that, 
but   they   preadied  in   other   places,   to 
the  great  scandal  of  the  people.     This  col- 
liiiion  between  the   civil   and  ecdesiasti- 
oil  authorities  had  a  tendency  to  produce 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people  an  effect 
which  they  could  not  but  lament*     It  led 
to  a  disregard  of  the  law  of  the  country ; 
men  were  undecided  whether  or  not  they 
otight  to  obey  the  law ;  and  were  such  a 
state  of  things  allowed  to  exist,  the  worst 
consequences  would  ensue.     He  might  be 
permitted   to  allude  to  one  circumstance 
rejecting  this  dispotei  which  had  reference 
to  Dr.  Cai^lish,  a  minister  of  Edinburgh, 
one  of  the  most  learned  and  eminent  men 
in  the  diarch  of  Scotland.    That  gentle- 
man was  on  the  eve  of  being  appointed  to 
the  chair  of  Biblical  Criticism  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinbiu»h,  when  it  was  disco- 
vered that,  in  coorormity  with  the  orden 
of  his  ecclesiaHical  soperion,  he  had  sone 
into  the  pariA  of  Hontly,  and  had  there 
performed  divine  service  in  opposition  to 
the  interdict  of  the  Court  of  Seanon.     Dr. 
Candlish  was,  compelled  to  make  his  elec. 
Imo  whether  he  wooU  act  in  opposition  to 


his  ecclesiastical  superiors  or  to  the  law  of 
tlie  land ;  he  chose  to  obey  the  directions 
of  his  ecclesiastical  superiors,  and  in  conse 

Sucnce  of  adopting  that  line  of  conduct  he 
id  not  receive  his  appointment  to  the  chair 
of  Biblical  Criticism.     Dr.  Candluh  was, 
be  believed,  with  the  exception  of  the  de- 
posed clergymen,  the  onlv  person  who  had 
suflTcrod  punishment-*if  he  might  use  that 
term — for  his  opposition  to  the  civil  law  in 
this  contest.     He  thought  that  this  ones- 
tion  ought  long  since  to  have  received  the 
serious  attention  of  Government,  with  a 
view  to  its  final  decision.     He  regretted 
that  her  Majesty's  late  advisers  had  not 
taken  measures  for  the  early  settlement  of 
these  unfortunate  disputcsy  and  he  thousht 
they  had  acted  injuaiciously  in  neglecting 
to  do  so.    He  was  also  of  opinion,  that  it 
would  have  been  well  had  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  now  at  the  head  of  her  Majcstv's 
Government  brought  this   subject  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House  at  an  early 
period  of  the  Session.    The  next  case  to 
which  be  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House,  was  one  which  had  recently  oe* 
curred  in  the  parish  of  Culsalmond,  in  the 
presbytery  of  Strathbogic.     There  being  a 
vacancy,  Mr.  Middlcton,  a  gentleman  who 
had  acted  as  assistant-minister  in  the  parish, 
was  appointed  by  the  patron.    The  presen- 
tation  was  opposed  by  the  people ;  but  the 
majority  of  the  presbytery  obtained  the  as- 
sistance of  the  civil  power,  the  sherifi^  ma- 
gistrates, and  police  officers,  and  proceeded 
to  the  settlement  of  the  presentee.    This 
proceeding  took  place  on  tne  llth  of  No- 
vember last;    and  a  riot  was  the  conse* 
qucnce,  of  which  the  church  was  the  prin- 
cipal scene.     Information  of  the  occurrence 
was  forwarded  to  the  Home-office,  by  whom 
an  investigation  was  directed,  which  took 
place  on  tne  2Ist  of  December;  and  the 
result  was,  that  four  persons,  including  a 
minister,  were  committed  on  the  charge  of 
riot,  and  were  now,  he  believed,  on  bail  to 
appear  before  the  Court  of  Justiciary  for 
trial.     He  thought  both  parties  might  be 
chargeable  with  acting  inconsistently  ;  but 
he  mentioned  these  facts  to  show  the  work- 
ing of  the  system  which  now  existed.    In 
the  parish  c€  Glass,  in  the  presbytery  of 
StrathlxMne,  the  dergyman  had  lately  died, 
and  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  who  was  the 
patron,  had  appointed  a  Mr.  Dubob  as  his 
successor.    Thu  appointment  had  been  re- 
garded with  dissatisfaction  by  the  people, 
and  there  was  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
settlement  of  the  minister  would  occasion 
some  commotion.    In  consequence  of  this 


623 


The  Church 


{COMMONS} 


e/&i 


ajYprcliension  a  number  of  her  Majesty 't 
troops  had  been  removed  from  Huntly  to 
Glass,  a  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  miles, 
in  order  to  repress  any  disturbance  to  which 
the  settlement  of  the  minister  might  give 
rise.  He  was  aware  that  it  was  necessary 
that  the  civil  power  should  be  protected ; 
but  he  would  ask  if  such  a  state  of  affairs 
as  this  ought  to  be  permitted  to  continue  ? 
The  settlement  might  in  this  case  be  ac- 
complished without  any  popular  commotion 
which  might  require  the  interference  of  the 
military ;  but  there  was  no  doubt  that  if 
Mr.  Dubois  was  inducted  he  would  be  de. 
pOHNl  by  the  general  assembly*  and  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  it  ^ould  be  de- 
cided how  far  the  power  of  the  patron 
could  be  controUed  by  the  assembly,  or 
whether  bo  could  exercise  that  power  in- 
dependently of  its  interference.  He  him- 
self was  the  lay  patron  of  two  parishes,  and 
certainly,  if  he  should  have  the  opportunity 
of  doing  so,  he  would  exercise  his  right  of 
presentation,  and  if  the  General  Assembly 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  suspend  the  parties 
he  might  present,  he  would  take  measures 
to  vindicate  bis  privileges.  There  were, 
he  believed,  at  this  time  seventy  parochial 
ministers  in  Scotland  under  the  ban  of  the 
General  Assembly,  in  consequence  of  their 
having  opposed  the  claims  advanccil  by  the 
Assembly  in  reference  to  this  question. 
The  feelings  of  the  people  of  Scotland,  he 
could  assure  the  House,  were  strongly  ex- 
cited on  this  subject,  and  they  were  most 
anxious  to  leant  what  course  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  Govenimcnt  to  pursue.  He 
might  olMcrve,  that  the  general  impression 
in  Scotland  was,  that  when  the  right  lion. 
Baronet  opposite  (Sir  H.  Feel)  occupied 
the  post  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  he  exercised  the  right  of  pa- 
tronage to  which  he  was  entitled  by  virtue 
of  that  oHice  in  a  most  judicious  and  satis- 
factory manner.  As  related  to  the  |iuri»h 
of  I'igiii,  which  more  |«rticulurly  formed 
tlic  subject  of  his  motion,  he  must  suy  that 
the  ])e<ii>k',  in  the  a])|}ointmcnt  of  the  mi- 
nister, liiul  not  \Hxn  treateil  with  the  con- 
sideration that  was  due  to  them.  When 
the  vuciincy  was  decUreil  as  about  to  take 
place,  four- fifth 9  of  the  communicants  sent 
him  (Sir  A.  Ixith  II.iy)  a  niemorial,  re- 
ijuesting  that  a  |iurticulur  clerg\'inun  might 
Im.^  iipiM»inted  as  thrir  minister.  He  trans- 
mit tiil  the  memorial  to  the  Secretarv  for 
the  Home  Department  for  the  time  being. 
Cuming  to  I^ondon  soon  afterwards,  he 
went  to  the  Home-office  to  ascertain  what 
efi'cct  the  appeal  had  produced.    Ho  wu 
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met  by  this  m 

your  memorial ;  i 

This  was  in  A  ir 

ministry  were  on  tlie  pomt  of  Jeftviag 

The  moment  that  he  recdfad  tkia 

sent  to  the  Tiend*t  Court  in 

ascertain  whether  the  vaeaaqr  had 

place  or  not.    It  io  happened 

clerflnrmon  who  was  to  inabe  tke 

in  Elgin  had  been  lemofed  to 

parish;  and  the  preabytenr*  wF 

design  or  otherwiae,  put  off 

vacancy  until   the  jneient 

came   into  office.    The  majori^  of 

proprietors  of  Elgin,   and  the 

of  the  town  council  alio. 

Minister  of  the  Crown  fir  the 

ment  of  the  same  person  in 

vour  he  had   prcviouslj 

memorial.     A  short  time  after  tho 

cancy  hod  been  declared,  he  wnila  to 

certain  what  determination  her  MwjjiMfk 

Ministers    had    come   to.     He 

an   answer,   stating  that  they 

prepared  to  say  what  step  they  i 

to   take.     He   never  subaequentlj 


to  them  upon  the  subject,  belimM  il 
would  be  useless.  He  heaid  leportattol 
another  person  was  appointed,  aad  at 
length  it  appeared  that  a  pemn  reaDj  WM 
amwintcd — a  person  wholly  unki 
the  inhabitants  of  the  parish— a 
whom  none  of  them  had  ever  jwoupuatf 
seen.  This  showed  a  strong  dstaiBno* 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Government  nol  to 
com]tly  with  the  wishes  of  the  peoplo.  b 
other  parishes  appointments  had  been  i 
in  the  same  manner  in  direct  opporition 
the  feelings  of  the  inhabitants.  In 
case  the  patron  of  the  parish  having 
mended  a  person  to  the  right 
ronet,  he  (Sir  James  Graham)  for  a  law 

BllariC 


time  returned  no  answer  to  the 
the  patron,  but  desired  the  Pretbytar?  to 
examine  into  the  character  of  the  iadi^ 
dual  rtvommendcd,  and  give  him  inifaran- 
titiii  as  to  his  feelings  and  principles.  Anl 
what  did  the  right  hon.  Ranmct  then  do} 
licfore  the  report  of  the  Presbytery 
reach  him,  the  presentation  was  Knt 
but  not  to  the  iwnum  fur  whom  the 
or  for  whom  the  majority  of  the 
ioners,  wished.  He  found  no  fault  wil!k 
this  step.  He  did  not  say  that  at 
not  a  judicious  one.  His  dcMie  wa^ 
ever)'  |Nissible  omcession  should  be 
to  the  wishes  of  the  iieopic.  He  dad  i 
stand  up  for  the  intrusion  of  Minincra  into 
parishes,  contrary  to  the  re  nous  fitrliMa 
of  the  people;  and  he         |htUMpaa|h 
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of  Scotland  were  onnpctenl  to  judge  who 
■hould  be  their  ^lintual  guidei.  But 
while  he  (aid  thi*,  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
adding,  that  m  he  had  been,  lo  he  thould 
continiw  to  be,  a  alrenuDui  advocate  fbr  the 
support  of  the  law,  ai  long  u  that  law  cx- 
itted  an  the  itatute  book.  But  then  waa 
no  reason  wh;  the  ttatutc  book  ihould 
continue  to  retain  a  law  that  wai  incon- 
(iatent  with  the  good  of  the  countt;.  It 
wai  nid,  if  the  ttatutc  of  Anne  were  re- 
pealed, what  would  be  nibetituted  ?  and 
would  he  place  the  whole  power  uf  the  ap- 
pointment of  miniaten  in  ttic  band*  of  the 
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land  would  be  readjr  to  lupport  him. 
bon.  Member  concluded  bj  moviogf 

"  That  ail  hnmble  Addreu  be  praiaated  to 
her  Majetty,  thai  die  will  be  graeiouiljr  pleased 
10  give  directions,  that  tbere  be  laid  before 
Ihti  IloDM,  copie*  oF  correspondeDce  in  (he 
tlome  Office  lince  tbe  lit  daj  of  July,  IMl, 
rclatiDg  to  the  appoiniment  of  a  minuter  to 
the  Tacaot  charge  of  the  parish  of  Elgin." 

Sir  Jamei  Oraham  auared  the  Hotue 
that  he  never  approached  any  subject  with 
a  greater  cODsciousnesa  of  the  important 
duty  he  had  to  perform,  than  that  to 
which  he  was  now  about  to  addreu  him- 


pevple  without  any  control   whattoeverP  i  self.     For   he  felt  that  a   beavj  mpoo- 
sibilily  rested  upon  him,  lest  any  tnia| 


Hi*  answer  was,  that  be  would  support 
such  system,  but  he  would  give  the  people 
their  undoubted  right  of  a  voice  in  the  ap- 
pmntment  of  their  Ministen.  He  had  felt 
It  a  duly  to  bring  this  subject  before  the 
House.  If  the  (^ivcmment  thought  that 
the  evils  of  the  case  would  cure  or  ame- 
liorate themseWes^if  they  thought  that, 
by  any  posuhility,  the  feelings  that  had 
been  stirred  up  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
of  Scotland  would  be  calmed  down  and 
done  away  with,  without  lesitlative  inter- 
ferencc^  they  laboured  under  a  grievous 
error.  The  question  might  certainly  have 
been  settled  two  years  ago  mucli  more 
easily  than  it  could  now.  But  he  Had  no 
doubt  that  a  Government  »o  powerful  ai 
tbe  present  could,  if  it  made  the  attempt, 
effect  a  settlement  of  the  question  ' 


that  fell  from  him  on  that  oceation,  should 
have  the  effect  of  aggrarating  the  mischief, 
and  increasing  tbe  danger  which  unhappilv 
exiited  in  re&rence  to  the  question  which 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  bad  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
He  confessed  that  when  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Officer  gave  notice  of  the  motion, 
he  had  very  great  doubt  at  to  tbe  coarto 
he  ihouid  probably  pursue;  forheeoold 
not  help  remembering  that  upon  former 
occasions  he  and  the  gallant  Officer  had 
very  much  agreed  in  their  views  npoa 
this  subject.  He  remembered  particularly 
that  in  1834,  when  Sir  George  Siocliir 
brought  forward  bis  motion,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Officer  was  one  of  the  most  stre- 


ettecl  a  KtUement  ofthc  question  in  a  mm,-    ;^^^,  op™„ents  of  the  doctrine  then  put 
"■fl,"'"^.".J!'*^^^*.i'^"!"^  forward    that    the    appointment    of   the 


with  regard  to  the  courts,  and  Judicious  and 
satisfactory  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  If 
he  had  not  taken  the  course  pursued  by 
him  to-night  he  should  have  thought  that 
he  was  not  fulfilling  his  duty ;  and  if  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Univcr* 
sity  of  Oxford  had  been  present,  be  should 
have  asked  him  for  his  support  He 
should  have  asked  the  hon.  Baronet  for  his 
support  as  a  means  of  preventing  tbe  foun- 
datum  of  the  Church  establishment  from 
tottering.  He  would  point  out  to  the 
hon.  Member,  that  while  the  Government 
and  the  Legislature  were  looking  on  at  the 
conflagration,  some  of  the  burning  embers 
of  discord  might  fly  amss  the  Tweed,  and 
might  produce  fsAal  ofiecta  in  England. 
He  would  nmclude  by  entreating  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  to  proceed  lo  settle  the  ques- 
tion boldly,  calmly,  and  firmly — leaning 
neither  to  the  opinions  of  the  over  aealous 
and  presumptuous,  nor  to  thoae  of  ultra- 
liberalism,  but  to  efiect  ■  settlement  ac- 
cordant with  the  dicUtea  of  reason,  justice, 
•ad  tomaoa  teatt,  and  tha  paople  oi  Scot- 


appointment 
Minister  was  in  all  instances  to  be  governed 
by  the  expressed  opinion  of  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants.  He  remembered  that  on 
the  9th  of  June,  1834,  tbe  hon.  and  gal- 
lant officer  expressed  in  very  strong  terms 
opinions  with  which  he  then  coincided, 
and  to  which  be  was  still  dispoaed  to 
adhere.  On  the  Qth  of  June,  1634,  tbe 
hon.  and  gallant  Officer  said  that  he  bad 
several  petitions  entrnsted  to  him  to  pre- 
seut,  all  praying  that  no  alteratioo  might 
take  place  in  the  present  law  of  church 
patronage  in  Scotland,  that  he  was  cer< 
tain,  noiwithttandiog  the  outcry  raised  on 
the  subject,  that  all  the  more  rational  and 
more  numerous  portion  of  tbe  inhabilanta 
of  Scotland  were  not  only  attached  to  the 
Established  Church,  but  alio  that  tbe  way 
in  which  the  establishment  was  conducted 
was  most  just  and  satisfactory.  That  waa 
to  say,  (hat  after  the  veto  had  been  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Officer  wu  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  mod*  of  indactiog  mini^tMn— «itli 
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Uio  manner  in  which  the  patronage  of  the 
church  was  exerciied— with  the  whole 
state  of  the  law,  and  with  the  way  in 
which  it  was  executed.  Upon  the  present 
occasion  the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  had 
passed  n  glowing  eulogiom  upon  the 
Church  of  Scotland.  He  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  that  church ;  but,  from  his  earliest 
outh,  tiring  near  the  borders,  he  had 
ad  opportunities  of  observing  the  in- 
fluence of  the  8cottbh  church  upon  the 
people  of  Scotland,  and  he  was  bound  to 
say  that  he  could  never  speak  of  that 
church  but  with  heartfelt  respect.  He 
had  seen  its  ministers  content  with  mode- 
rate  endowments,  active  in  the  daily  per- 
formance of  their  parochial  duties,  and 
sedulous  in  the  prosecution  and  advance- 
ment of  a  happy  system  of  parochial  edu- 
cation. He  thought  that  parochial  duties 
so  performed  by  an  honest  and  upright 
ministry,  had  produced  a  most  salutary 
influence  upon  the  character,  morals,  and 
habits  of  the  people  of  Scotland,  and  if 
be  could  ascribe  to  any  one  cause  so  gene- 
ral a  good,  he  should  say  that  to  that 
influence  might  mainly  be  attributed  the 
high  moral  and  trustworthy  character  of 
the  people  of  Scotland,  which  made  them 
one  of  the  finest  races  of  men  to  be  found 
in  the  range  of  the  whole  civilized  world. 
He  entertained,  therefore,  towards  the 
Church  of  Scotland  the  strongest  and 
warmest  feelings  of  respect.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  he  was  bound  to  admit  that 
an  unhappy  division  had  arisen  in  its 
bosom,  which  had  made  a  rent  in  the 
sacred  edifico,  and  he  agreed  with  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Officer,  that  it  was  hardly 
possible  to  overstate  the  degree  of  danger 
which  would  result  if  the  present  state  of 
things  were  allowed  to  continue.  Upon 
all  those  points  he  agreed  with  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Officer,  but  then  he  must  say, 
having  listened  with  all  the  attention  in 
his  puwer  to  the  speech  of  the  g-.illant 
Officer,  that  he  had  never  in  his  life  heard 
an  addroit  which  gave  him  les^  sattsfac* 
tion.  The  gallant  Officer  stated,  all  the 
difficulty  and  danger  of  the  case,  said  that 
things  could  not  be  allowed  to  remain  as 
they  were,  and  that  it  was  indispensably 
necessary  that  something  should  be  done 
without  the  delay  of  another  day.  But 
what  course  did  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Officer  recommend  as  the  best  to  be  pur- 
sued ?  Something  he  said,  must  be  done 
consistent  with  justice  to  all  the  parties 
concerned ;  lometbiBg  that  should  produce 


peace»  harmony,  and  content,  ia  the 
of  all  the  disorders  which  had  spmog  wp. 
But  what  that  ''something**  was  In  Im 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  did  not  giv^ 
the  House  the  slightest  inkling  or  aigbt 
of.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  InikBd 
of  the  late  Govemmeni,  and  releiraf  lo 
the  speeches  made  by  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen, the  Duke  of  wellincton,  aad  Am 
right  hon.  Baronet  now  at  the  htnd  of  IIm 
Government,  he  let  drop  an  eipiesaioa  in 
which  he  very  much  agreed.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Officer  said,  thai  thiaquostm 
might  have  been  settled  two  jwa  ago 
much  more  easily  than  it  could,  poaaibnT, 
be  settled  at  present.  In  matters  of  dn 
kind,  time,  no  doubt,  was  everything. 
That  which  it  was  possible  to  do  in  a  etat 
two  years  aeo,  might,  by  the  lapae  of  daset 
be  rendered  inpouible  and  impndienbli 
in  the  eaisting  aay.  The  hon.  and  gaDaBt 
Officer  referred  to  what  the  Earl  of  Aharw 
been  said ;  but  he  omitted  altopllMr  lo 
refer  to  what  the  Earl  of  Abardeeii  did. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  not  only  adviacd 
the  late  Administration  to  attempt  lo 
settle  this  Question — not  only  exborled 
them  to  make  an  efibrt  for  thai  porpoit; 
but  upon  their  declining  to  propoaa  aoj 
legislative  measure,  iutroductia  a  Baaom 
himself  with  the  hope  of  bringing  abool  a 
settlement  of  the  question.  He  mnataav* 
that  the  experiment  so  made  by  hia  aobU 
Friend,  was  not  in  its  result  very  to- 
couragtng.  1'he  Earl  of  Abeideeo 
voured  so  to  frame  his  meaaara 
satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  all 
ate  men.  The  result,  as  often  happaoed 
in  moderate  councils,  where  advene  nr- 
ties  entertained  strong  and  violenlopiniOM 
was,  that  the  moderate  party  in  flrtuhod 
turned  out  to  be  the  weakest,  nod  the 
measure  did  not  receive  support.  WhM 
was  the  observation  of  the  Duke  of  Wei* 
lington,  when  the  subject  was  under  dia- 
cussion  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  IMOf 
The  noble  Duke  said, 

"  If  moderate  cuunciU  are  attended  to,  il 
will  not  be  difficult  to  settle  the  question  I H  if 
bccsuie  modt-rmte  counali  are  not  atteaded  lo 
llul  the  difficulty  arisen.*' 

His  right  lion.  Friend  now  at  the  hoad 
of  the  Government  said,  in  the  aamo  yttr, 
that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  aeilh 
the  question  before  the  end  of  the  Staaion, 
and  be  exhorted  her  Majesty's  GoverMneot 
to  make  the  etfort.  Finding  thai  Ibo 
Government  declined  to  do  so,  bin  lighl 
hon.  Friend  and  bimaelf  became  putiei  lo 
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Ihe  iotrodudion  of  the  bill  proposed  by 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen.  That  meatare,  at 
he  had  already  stated,  did  not  succeed. 
In  the  following  year,  1841,  no  adfice  wu 
pressed  upon  the  Oovernment  to  interfere 
in  the  matter  by  ant  legislatire  enactment. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  now  said, 
that  the  question  was,  whether  the  law 
was  to  be  obeyed  or  not,  or  whether  it  wu 
to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  a  doubtful  state. 
He  agreed  with  the  hon.  and  gallantOfficei, 
that  that  was  the  true  question  to  be  con- 
sidered :  and  it  was  the  firm  conviction  of 
her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  law 
must  in  the  first  instance  be  obeyed.  It 
was  the  firm  resolution  of  her  Msjesty's 
GoYcrnment  steadily  to  act  upon  that 
principle,  and  without  tiolence,  but  with 
a  fixed  determination  to  insist  on  obedi- 
ence to  the  law.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Officer  had  made  another  remark,  which 
was  ezcc^ingly  apposite,  as  following 
the  observation  he  had  just  made.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Offioer  said,  that  the 
Veto  Act  could  not  coexist  with  the  act 
of  Anne.  It  must  be  l>orne  in  mind,  that 
that  which  was  called  the  Veto  Act  was 
not  an  act  of  the  Legislature.  The  Ecdc- 
siastieal  Court  of  Scotland,  some  years 
ago,  adopted  a  form  of  discipline,  po- 
pulsrly  called  the  Veto  Act,  which 
nad  subsequently  been  declared  by  the 
Civil  Courts  of  that  country,  and  by  the 
House  of  Lords  in  the  last  resort,  to  be 
illegal.  He  agreed,  therefore,  with  the 
hoo.  and  gallant  Officer  that  the  Veto 
Act  could  not  co- exist  with  the  act  of 
Anne*  He  agreed  with  the  hon«  and 
gallant  Officer,  that  the  Veto  Act  could 
not  co-exist  with  the  law  of  patronage ; 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  GoTemment  to 
see  that  the  veto  of  the  General  Assemblv 
did  not  prevail  over  the  law  of  the  land. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  said,  that  it 
was  necessary  to  legislate  promptly  upon 
the  subject,  and  asked,  whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  delav 
legislating  upon  it  Ht  begged  to  ask 
the  hon.  ana  gallant  Officer  wherein  ex- 
isted the  necessity  for  legislation?  He 
took  it,  that  the  law  of  the  land  was 
sufficient  to  attain  all  the  ends  that  could 
pottiUy  result  from  additkmal  legislation. 
The  veto  had  been  pronounced  to  be  il* 
legal.  If  there  were  any  doubt  upon  cer- 
tain  points  of  the  law  of  the  land,  they 
were  now  in  a  fair  way  of  being  settled. 
Actions  of  the  greatest  importance  arising 
out  of  this  oontroreny  utra  at  ttie  prtaenl 


moment  pending  in  the  courts  of  Scot- 
land ;  ana  the  decision  of  those  actiona^ 
by  competent  tribunals,  would  go  far  to 
clear  up  the  state  of  the  law,  so  that  if 
there  were  any  instant  of  time  at  which  k 
would  be  more  particularly  inappropriate 
than  another  to  embark  in  a  course  of 
legislation  upon  the  subject  it  was  the 
present,  pending  the  decision  of  the 
questions  now  in  the  course  of  litigation. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  would  ap- 
pear to  insinuate,  that  whilst  the  Govern* 
ment  hesitated  as  to  the  course  it  would 
pursue  in  respect  to  legislation,  there  was 
something  variable  and  uncertain  in  their 
conduct  which  had  led  them  into  acts  of 
indiscretion  and  injustice  in  several  parti* 
cular  instances,  out  of  which  very  serious 
disturbances  had  arisen.  He  could  onlv 
say,  that  in  all  these  cases  her  Majestv^ 
Ministers  had  acted  uniformly  upon  the 
principles  they  had  laid  down  as  the  rule 
by  which  their  conduct  should  be  governed 
upon  this  subject ;  in  every  instance,  the 
regular  legal  proceedings  had  been  adoptedi 
and  all  necessary  steps  taken  to  prevent  a 
breach  of  the  peace.  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Officer  referred  particularly  to  the 
esse  of  Elgin.  He  was  certainly  ear* 
prised  to  hear  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Officer  had  any  objection  to  make  to  the 
course  which  her  Majesty's  Government 
had  pursued  with  respect  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Minister  in  that  case.  It  ap* 
peered,  that  there  was  a  decided  division 
of  opinion  in  Elgin  as  to  the  pereon  who 
should  be  appointed  to  the  vacant  bene* 
fice.  That  being  the  case,  he  acted  upon 
the  principle  laid  down  on  a  former  occa- 
sion by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  him- 
self, and  concurred  in  by  the  right  hon* 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Government, 
and  finding  that  the  parishioners  were 
divided  as  to  which  of  two  particalar 
clergymen  should  be  appointed,  he  ap- 
pointed neither,  and  nominated  a  stranger. 
That  stranger,  he  was  happv  to  say,  not- 
withstanding the  previous  heat  that  had 
existed,  bad  succeeded  in  restoriov  a  fiael- 
ing  of  harmony  to  the  parish,  lie  was 
prepared  to  say,  that  every  effi>rt  had  been 
maoe  by  the  Government  during  the  re- 
cess, as  before  in  1840  by  the  Bari  of 
Aberdeen,  to  try  whether  any  declaratory 
law  eould  be  framed,  which  might  aatim 
the  reasonable  expectatione,  sind  which 
might  receive  the  general  support,  of  that 
portion  of  the  community  in  Scotland  who 
felt  interested  in  the  sttbjeel*     Htfing 
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nawn,  hooefer,  to  believe  that  no  luch 
meuure  could  in  the  preMtit  Umfier  or 
the  people  of  that  country  be  prixluced 
with  an;  fait  proipect  of  aacceH,  the 
Government  had  come  to  the  deciiion, 
deeply  regretting  the  neceuitj  which  had 
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preaent  most  advitable  for  them  not 
tempt  Icgiilating  on  the  cjueition,  and  that 
it  wai  incumbent  on  them  to  atand  by  the 
law  of  the  land  ai  laid  down  by  the  civil 
Iribunali  of  the  country.  Tbii  waa  the 
deciiion  which  the  Governnient  had  come 
to,  alter  having  given  the  anbject  their  beat 
consideration  and  reflection,  and,  for  hia 
own  part,  he  could  not  reconcile  it  with 
his  aenae  of  duty  to  take  any  other  course. 
He  agreed  with  what  had  fatlcD  from  the 
noble  Viicfluot  at  the  bead  of  Iho  late 
Government.  He  was  prepared  to  stand 
bj  (he  law  of  the  land,  aou  to  defend  the 
opinion  of  Government  on  the  reaponsi- 
bility  of  Government,  nor  could  he  con- 
■ent  to  the  delegation  of  that  reiponiibilily 
to  a  cotnroiltce.  Delieving  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Uflicer  had  brought  forward 
the  motion  merely  that  he  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  expreiiing  his  sentiments 
on  the  Hubject,  it  waa  certainly  not  hia  in- 
tention to  aiaent  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Fox  Mairif  Kud,  that  he  also  waa 
prepared  to  stand  bv  the  law  of  the  land, 
out  he  took  a  very  differtnt  view  from  the 
right  hon.  Raroact,  of  what  really  was  the 
law  of  the  land  Jn  relation  to  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  llie  hon.  and  gallant  Men> 
ber,  in  introducing  this  motion  bad  opened 
up  a  wide  fictil,  and  aa  Goremment  had 
intimated  ihuir  intentinn  of  not  Ivgialating 
on  the  auhjixt,  pending  the  questions  be- 
fore the  Court  of  Scaaiim,  he  waa  afraid, 
that  the  present  riccaainn  would  be  the 
only  opportunity  alTurdMl  him,  during  the 
preacut  .SMsion,  of  cxpreaiing  hia  onioinn 
on  this  imiMirlaat  subject.  In  entering  nn 
the  tjuestiun,  ho  bcggett  to  remind  the 
llouae,  that  a  party  in  Si'otlanil — since 
party  they  choac  to  call  it,  but  which  be 
dcooiniiiatcd  the  I'hurch  of  .Scutlaod— 
maintaiocd,  that  by  the  ttatute-law  of 
Scotland,  from  lo(J7  down  to  the  presvnt 
time,  the  Church  uf  Scotland,  by  her  I'm. 
bytrries,  Synuds,  and  Gi-neral  Aaaembly, 
nuwnaed  a  distinct,  independent,  spiritual 
jurisdictiun,  secured  to  them  by  various 
acta  of  Parliament,  and  by  the  Act  iif 
Union — a  jurisdit:tiou  with  whiih  nrilber 
law  nor  Parliament  could  interfera.  With 
thepemiUtioaodbe  Uoun,  he  would  very 


ahnrtly  traos  the  various  lUtutea  thrangh 
which  thia  power  had  been  coahrrod  on 
the  Church.  Id  15G7,  the  firat  care  of  the 
General  Aaaembly  waa  to  secure  tba  aatab. 
lithment  of  the  csdudve  eccleaiaatiMl 
jurisdiction  of  the  Cliurdi  CourU  ia  spi- 
ritual mattera,  and  they  addreaaed  cettaia 


of  the  articles  waa  to  this  eAect  .-• 

"  Tbat  to  this  our  kirk  ba  granted,  and  by 
tbii  pretent  Pitliaaieot  conlrmii,  sic  free- 
some  privilege,  jurisdiction,  and  aathorilia, 
■1  juitly  ■[ipErtaias  to  the  true  kirii,  and  thai 
aa  other  face  of  religion  be  permitial  i  and 
thai  na  jurjidiclioti  eccle*iaaticsl  be  adiBow- 
ledgit  wiihin  this  reilme,  other  than  thai 
quhitk  ai  lal  be  within  ibis  kirk,  or  Iowa  tarn 

This,  evidently,  farmed  tlio  buii  of  At 
act  uf  15G7,  in  reference  to  which  ha 
begged  the  attention  of  tba  Houae  to  A* 
eitract  he  waa  about  to  read.    It  bagiM : 


Anenl  the  article  proponel  and  givea  !■ 

ibe  kirk  to  my  LoiJ  Regent,  fcc,  af  I  iha 

juitJjr  appertaining  to   the   tiwa 


be  (be 

kirk.kc' 

I'be  enactment  ia:^ 

"  The  Kingii  grace,  vriih  auise  of  my  Load 
Regent  and  ibrc  cstatii  af  this  present  ha> 
liameat,  het  dcclaht  and  grantil  jurisdictioaa 
to  the  said  kiik,  ([uhilk  coiiiiitii  aod  standi*  ia 
preicheing  of  the  irew  word  of  Jesiu  Christ, 
corrrcuoun  of  maaerit,  aod  admin iitmikMW 
of  holy  saeraraenlii  i  aod  dcclarii,  that  tbita 
ii  na  other  face  of  kirk,  na  other  (aea  of  nii- 
gioun,  tlian  is  presciithe  by  the  favour  of  God 
eilablitcheit  wilhin  Ihii  realme,  aad  that  tbmc 
be  no  other  juri«licliauD  rcclciiaslicBll  ao> 
kaawleJgvii  within  Ihii  tealme,  olbcl  thMt 
thai  quhilk  ii  and  lal  b«  within  tbe  same  kirk, 
or  that  iiuLilk  Howe*  ihairfiae  c 


In  this  manner  vaa  the  Presfaftariaa 
Chun-h  first  ntaUished  as  tba  law  of  tW 
land.  The  act  1579,  in  the  aixth  Pwlia- 
oiciit  iif  Janiva  Ctli,  repeala  the  above  act  ; 
l.iNl  nlihes  and  approves  all  freedoaai* 
whatutur  privileges  or  impiuniliea  gjna 
by  hill  Iligboesa,  or  his  ifa^cnt,  to  A» 
true  and  huly  kirk  presently  efltabliahid, 
and  especially  enumeratca  the  act  uf  1&67. 
'Ilicn  came  the  act  1303,  oa  which  tka 
Church  founds  Iter  niiiritual  juriMUctioay 
and  vhicb  repeats  all  the  preocdlDg  ads 
relating  to  tV  Church.  Chap,  lib'  of 
that  ait  cxprvMly  eoacta,  with  refcwBM 
til  a  priur  ttatule,  u  to  the  juriidictioa  tt 
the  king  and  hia  cvurta,  that  it  ahoiild— 

"  Noway*  be  prejudicial,  nor  daiogat*  asf- 
thing  to  tba  privilege  that  Ood  baa  gteas  M 


fits 


ThtCiMTCk 
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the  »piiitu*l  olBee-bMrer*  of  the  Cbnreb,  corf 
cerning  headi  of  religion,  imltcri  of  hereij, 
exconiiQUDieation,  colldion,  aod  deprivation 
orminiilen,  or  my  tuch  like  eiMOIial  cen- 
untti,  )pcci>11y  {rounded,  and  having  wurant 
of  ihe  word  of  God." 

It  is  true,  tliat  the  now  ad,  when 
appmnliag  pretcntations  to  be  directed  to 
PreebyteHea — 

"  With  power  lo  gi*e  collation  thereupon 
and  to  put  order  to  alt  maiiert  and  cauua 
•ccleiiastical  within  ilieir  boundi,  according 
to  tlie  discipline  of  the  kirk." 

Adda  this  proriao,  thattbey  be  "bound, 
aa  mtricted  to  receive  and  admit"  qualiGed 
Miniaten  preaented  by  tbe  lawful  patron. 
Nor  did  their  anceators  io  thoae  days  not 
foreaee  in  eaiabliahing  luch  a  jurisdiction  ,  T'**:'  '0 


Acowdinglf,  Lord  Prestoogrtnge,  aa 
aide  bwyer  of  that  period,  ackpoieledgw— 

"  There  ii  no  law  in  Scotland,  do  practice  or 
precedent  for  an  action  before  (he  Lordi  of 
the  Seation  to  compel  ■  Pretbytei^  to  ordain 
Ihe  preventee— no  fmrt  impidit  Iin  againat 

So  also.  Lord  Kamea^ 

"The  penon  authoriied  h;  (heir  lenienee, 
eren  in  oppoiitian  lo  the  pretentee,  i»,  Jtjaelo, 
miniiler  otthe  parith,  and  «  luch,  entitled  to 
perform  every  mi ii  ill erial  funclion.  It  belong*, 
indeed,  to  the  Eccle«ia*lical  Court  to  provide 
a  paniih  with  a  miniiter,  but  il  belong*  (o  ibe 
Civil  CoaK  to  judge  whether  thai  miniiter  be 
eniiiled  to  a  Mipend,  and  ihe  Court  of  Senion 
wilt  find  tba(  a  minitter  wrongoualy  lellled, 
claim  to  a  (tipend."— <Law  Tracts 


the  poanfaility  that  it  might  interfere  with  ^  It  would  thui  appear,  that  in  1749,  the 
matlera  of  civil  right  Ailling  under  the  ju-  Court  of  Sewion  recogniied  tbe  indepea- 
risdictian  of  the  civil  courla.  The  very  |dent  apiritual  jurisdictioo  of  the  ahureh 
aext  Btatateof  that  rear,  cap.  117,  enabled  'courta  id  the  collation  and  ordination,  and 
tbe  civil  courta  to  give  the  atipead  to  the  *''■*  ""  **•*  — — *  — ■'-'  •*-•  — ' —  "—  -■— ' 
patron,  enacting,  aa  it  did,  that 

"  In  caie  the  Pretbyteiy  refoaei  to  admit  any 
qualified  minister  prewnied  to  them  by  tbe 
patron,  it  ihall  be  lawful  lo  the  patron  lo  re- 
tain the  whole  fruiti  of  the  benefice  in  hit  own 
handi." 

Tbe  caae  of  Auchteraider  aeemed  to  be 
here  anticipated,  for  the  atalute  clearly 
provided  for  the  indepeadent  apiritual 
juriadiction  of  the  church  to  collate  and 
oidain  miniatcre  oa  the  ooe  band,  white, 
on  the  other,  it  nve  compenaation  to  the 
patron  for  the  iiyury  which  he  might  lue- 
taio  in  the  rejection  of  hi>  preaentee.  He 
thought,  that  that  act  fully  ettabliihed  the 
independentjutiadictionof  the  church,  and 
provided  fbr  the  collieion  that  had  taken 
place.  He  might  be  told,  that  no  caae  had 
ever  occurred  in  Scotland,  in  which  the 
benefice  had  been  separated  from  the  cure 
of  unle,  but — 

"  In  the  caae  of  CulroH,  in  1T<8,  a  patron 
aitempled,  by  bill  of  advocation,  to  atop  (he 
ordination  of  another  man  than  bit  piateniee, 
ba(  the  court  unanimooaly  '  refuied  the  l»ll  ai 
iococnpetenl.' " 

Again,  io  the  caae  of  Dunae,  in  1749, 
an  application  to  a  aimilar  effect  waa  made 
to  prevent  the  moderation  of  a  call  at  large, 
with  which  the  court"  would  not  meddle," 
becauac 

"Tlial  wa«  inierfaring  with  Ihe  power  of 
ordinalioD.  or  the  inieraal  policy  of  (he  church, 
«iih  which  the  liOid*  thought  they  had  nothing 
(o  do," 


that  all  the  court  could  do,  when  the  civil 
right  wu  interfered  with,  was  to  aeparate 
Ihe  fruits  of  the  benefice  from  the  cure  of 
soula.  He  must  admit,  that  it  would  he 
rather  incoDvenient  to  have  ooe  man  dnw> 
iD^  the  atipend  and  another  performing  tbt 
spirjttul  duties ;  but  auch  waa  exactly  tba 
ataU  of  the  la*  In  Scotland.  That  might 
he  contrary  to  the  notiona  wbidi  bos. 
Gentlemen  opposite  held  of  the  eatabliah* 
meot,  but  nich  waa  the  way  ia  which  the 
question  had  been  dealt  with  by  the  hi> 
tborittes  of  the  land.  He  wnold  JoataU 
lude  to  what  followed  the  act  1592.  Tbe 
latter  acta  of  Jaraea,  who  endeavoured  to 
restate  prelacy,  and  the  beadahip  of  tbe 
soverei^,  were  reacioded  by  acts  1649  } 
and  this  act  was  reedoded  oy  the  act  of 
Charles  2od,  IG63,cstaUiahingepiaoopac]r. 
By  Ihe  act  1689,  episcopacy  waa  abolished, 
and  in  1691,  the  act  was  puaed,  which  ea- 
tablished  tbe  Presbyterian  religion  with  all 
its  privileges,  aod  nothing  occurred  to  in- 
terfere with  this  act  until  tbe  act  of  Anoe, 
1711.  There  never  was  a  law  more  foully 
impoeed  than  the  act  of  Anne.  When  be 
conaidered  the  character  of  thoae  by  whom 
it  was  pasMd,  and  the  manaet  in  which  it 
was  passed,  he  could  not  help  feeling  coo- 
vinced  that  the  opinioa,  prettv  ctu'rent  at 
the  time,  had  some  foundation  in  fiict,  that 
tbe  act  of  Anne  was  a  deep  laid  conspiracy 
to  overturn  the  Protestant  religion  in  the 
country.  1liRt  act  paised  ao  rapidly  througb 
the  Commons,  that  there  waa  acarcely  time 
to  comiiiuaicaie  with  the  people  in  Scot, 
land,  in  rcfereace  to  il,  and  it  wuoaly  when 
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the  bill  was  before  tbe  Houae  of  Peers  that 
the  general  assembly  had  the  opportunity 
of  being  heard  against  it.     Hovr  iras  it 
dealt  with  in  the  Lords?    Mr.  Carstairs, 
ono  of  the  deputed  ministers,  was  heard 
against  the  second  reading,  but  the  Lords 
took  no  time  to  consider  his  argument.  The 
hill  w.'iH  read  a  second  time,  committeiU  rc- 
INirtedy  and  read  a  thin!  time  in  the  same 
evening.     Instead,  therefore,  of  ita  being 
a  well  considcreil  plan  for  the  gofemment 
of  the  Church,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  an 
act  of  treason  and  treachery  to  the  people 
of  Scotland,  and  a  direct  violation  of  tlie 
treaty  of  union.     He  amsidered  that  these 
were  the  strongest  grounds  for  the  repeal 
of  that  statute,  but  he  feared  that  the 
principle  of  non-intrusion  had  now  taken 
sudi  root,  that  the  mere  repeal  of  that  act 
wouUI  not  prove  satisfactory.     Ho  for  one 
was  not  yet  prepared  to  role  fur  the  total 
abolition  of  patnmage,  but  he  was  anxious 
to  see  the  Veto  Act  of  Attenibly  of  1834, 
or  something  tantamount  to  it,  bccimie  the 
statute  law  of  the  land.    The  right  hon. 
liaronct  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment could  not,  therefore,  accuse  him 
of  not  pro|)osing  a  rcme<ly.    The   ritfht 
hon.  Baronet  was  wrong  in  supposing  that 
the  decision  in  the  Auchtcrarcler  case  had 
settled  the  w hole  question  in  dispute.  From 
tiie  decision  of  Lord  Cottenham,  the  right 
boo.  Baronet  might  learn  that  only  one- 
half  of  the  question  was  decided  in  that 
case.     But  it  mainly  rehted  to  tbe  civil 
side,  and  did  not  touch  tbe  spiritual  juris- 
dictii»n  of  the  church  court.     It  merely 
decided  that  the  presbvtcry  ought  to  hare 
takf  n  Mr.  Young  on  his  trial.     No  more. 
And  in  consc(|ueuoe  of  tlieir  not  having 
done  tliat,  he  was  entitled  by  the  act  15!)2, 
ch.  117,  to  draw  tlic  fruits  i»f  the  benefice. 
Tike  question   of   i»rdi nation   the  church 
woiiM  novor  consent  to  refrr  to  any  civil 
tribunal,  and  in  maintaining  the  spiritual 
juriadirtion   of  tliu  rhiin*h,   the  licueral 
AsM'inbly  had   no  doubt  been  actuated  by 
a  stHMig  M*ii»e  of  duty,  ami  not  by  any 
factiou*!    motives.      Whatever    might    be 
done  out  of  doors,  he  hnjied  the  House 
wiNiid   take  tlie  views  of  b(»tb  sides  into 
tlu'ir    con»ideratit»n,    and,    without    dis- 
pHrageuieiit  tn  either,  judge  fairly  between 
them,     lie   regretteil,   that    the   Cjovorn- 
iiient  had  not  t.iken  up  the  bubjcct  with 
the  bcdd  hand  of  legi^Ution.     Hi>w  ruuld 
they  exiuM't  to  tranquilliM:  the  public  mind 
nr>ititlaud  (ui  thi.s  hubjirt  by  taking  the 
i'oufm;  which  they  pn>|Hibe«l,  or  how  oHihl 
tbev  viehl  satisfaction  to  tho^e  who  Inuketl 


for  tome  measure  (kr  more  exfeoiifv  dbaa 
Government  were  inclined  to  gife.  Tbe 
right  boo.  Baronet  the  Secretary  Ihr  the 
Home  Department  stated,  that  he  had 
had  intercourse  with  various  partica  dnriag 
the  recess  for  a  settlement  of  this  quatthm. 
He,  belieTcd,  that  when  the  risht  hoe. 
Baronet  had  fully  comprehended  the  lci«e 
of  the  non-intnision  party,  the  DegoCklioae 
were  broken  off.  He  would  ntiwer  ranatul 
to  see  the  rights  of  the  people  traufemd 
to  the  hands  of  the  clergy ;  he  would  rathw 
prefer  the  absolute  patronage  of  the  patnm. 
If  they  looked  back  on  paat  timea,  whce 
the  schism  took  |daoe  in  17M,  ha  thai^hi 
tliey  would  perceive  tbe  great  dai^er  of 
another  schism  at  the  present  time.  The 
late  Government  had  not  pro|ioaid  aef 
settlement  of  the  question,  but  tbej  hni 
studiously  consultetl  tbe  widias  of 
ioners  in  the  bestowal  of  their  pet 
nnd  they  had  only  met  with  one 
difficulties  during  the  time  ha  was  Ul 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  asttleewet  of 
nearlv  one  hundred  vacancies.  The  right 
hon.  Banmei  the  Secretary  for  the  Hoew 
Department,  had  alluded  to  the  cmb  ef 
Elgin,  and  had  told  the  House*  that  he 
ha<l  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  the  l%hl 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  TamworA 
in  filling  up  the  vacancy.  He  weuld  lahe 
the  liberty  to  contrast  the  preaeatalioe 
the  same  church  by  the  right  hoe.  ~~ 
the  Secretanr  for  the  Home  ~ 
with  that  of  the  right  hoe. 
Member  for  Tam worth  in  ISM, 
held  the  office  «^  Secretary  of  Stele  Ibr 
Home  Department.  He  held  in  hla  ~ 
a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  oe  that 
sion  by  the  right  boo.  Barooet  to  " 
Grant.     It  was  to  the  blowing 

*'  Mr.  Peel  presents  hii  comptinenls 
Colonel  Grant,  and  hu  the  honour  of  infei 
ing  him  that  Mr.  Peel  mutt  adhere  to  the 
ci9)on  i«hich  he  hu!i  come  to  with  respeel  le 
the  church  of  F.I  gin.  Tht  course  pvrraed  oe 
thii  occasion,  hai  been  the  same  with  thai 
which  was  pursued  under  similar  circttOBstaeeai 
in  the  year  IRiR.  lu  that  year  Colond  Grael 
forwanled  an  application  from  the  magisiralei 
and  the  town  council  of  KIgin  in  behalf  of  Mr, 
<iordon,  wliich  apphcation  was  attended  le. 
On  the  occasion  of  the  late  Tscancy,  a  meme* 
rial  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Pfeel,  signed  Me 
name  and  by  ap|)oiniiiicnt  of  the  towacouocil 
of  KIkhi,*  by  ilie  Provu^t,  recommending  the 
rw.  Alexander  W.ilktr.  Uns  memonal  haaie 
dale  the  1st  July,  and  up  to  this  day,  when  be 
received  Colonel  (•rant's  letter ;  no  inUoutioii 
lu«  lieen  made  to  Mi.  Pk-el  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  lown-rouncil  were  not  ptrlectlj 
reguLr.     In  addition  to  the 
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th«  lowiMXMiicil,  klr.  Pcd  nmiTsd  t  Uun  I  itteod  to  the  wiahea  of  the  periiMoMtw. 
from  Lord  Fife,  in  briialf  of  Ur.  Walker,  in  {  If  the  right  boo.  Oentlenut  did  not  bold 


which  Lord  Fife  lUted,  that  he  wu  chief  hti 
lor  of  the  piriih  of  Elgin,  and  that  bi*  family 
poueiwd  half  Uie  pariih.  Under  iheie  cir- 
cumsnncai,  Mr,  Peel  conceiies  it  would  have 
heen  a  iteparlure  from  the  priaciplet  on  which 
the  Crown  uiuallj  actj  in  regard  to  church 

Erefemenl  in  Scollnnd,  if  the  application  on 
ehair  Mr.  Walker  had  been  rejected.  Mr. 
Peel  muii  add,  that  be  received  anurancei 
from  vcr;  dieinteieitwl  Miihotilr,  that  Ur. 
Walkat'i  cbaraciet  was  periectl)  uneuepuon- 
able." 

Such  wu  the  very  trreditable  tnr  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  nlled 
the  ncaocy  in  1894;  but  how  bad  the 
right  hon.  Barooet,  the  Member  for  Dor- 
chetter,  pmceeded  io  reiptrd  to  the  lune 
pariah  f  A  petition  «M  proented  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  ligned  bj  tbree-fburtha 
oftfae  oommuaiiXDts,  headi  of  families,  hj 
all  the  cidm,  except  ofie,  by  the  magis- 
tntea  and  town-council,  by  a  majority  of 
the  bui^  proorieton,  and  by  six  out  of  the 
eight  landward  beriton  of  the  pariah,  re- 
preMDting  a  rallied  income  of  4,6S21.  out 
iif  6,329/.  All  thete  penons  |>etiiioned 
for  Mr.  Stewart,  but  DOtwilhataoding  tbii 
the  rig^t  hon.  Baronet  had  given  the  ap- 
(luintment  to  Mr.  Wylic,  How,  then, 
could  be  be  said  to  have  followed  in  the 
footatepa  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the 
Member  for  Tamwortb  T  Tlie  right  hon. 
Baronet,  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment Mid,  that  Mr.  Wylie  hvl  been 
haimonioUBly  leceired.  He  wai  glad  to 
hear  of  it ;  bat  in  lefttence  to  wut  bad 
taken  pUce  in  the  parish,  he  thought  that, 
on  the  whole,  the  Bon-intnisioa&ta  were 
rather  to  be  pntted  than  blamed.  He  could 
not  tell  what  would  be  the  result  of  Mr 


that  opinion,  he  would  be  glad  if  he  would 
give  lome  evidence  to  the  contrary  in  hia 
pablic  acta,  for,  with  the  exception  of 
Locklee,  there  had  been  a  studioua  indif- 
brence  in  all  caseito  public  opinion.  Hie 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  bad  alluded  to 
levcral  raxes,  snd  he  naid,  that  If  all  the 
cases  were  examined,  the  Oenenl  Assembly 
Mid  the  ComintMion  of  the  Oeneral  Aisem- 
h)y  would  be  found  to  have  bowed  to  every 
decision  of  the  luperior  courts  in  dril  cases; 
they  had  only  difTervd  in  those  cases  where 
the  Civil  Court  intruded  within  the  pale  of 
the  Eccle«aatical  Court.  He  held,  that 
the  Rcdesiasiical  Courts  had  never  inter- 
fered with  the  ciril  rights,  and  he  was 
ready  to  maintain  that  opinion  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  in  Scotland.  With  these 
opinions,  be  could  not  Kgret  that  bis  hon. 
Friend  had  brought  forward  the  motion, 
though  he  knew  that  in  the  shape  in  which 
it  stood  it  could  not  be  granted,  the  docu- 
ments moved  for  not  being  in  possession  of 
the  Home-office,  because  it  hul  given  full 
opportunity  for  discussion. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Cochrane  nid,  that  this  ques< 
tion  wa*  one  of  so  much  importance,  that 
he  wished  to  trouble  the  Hmisc  with  a  few 
observationi.  No  man  could  be  so  igno- 
rant of  the  state  of  the  country  to  which 
it  referred  as  to  imagine  that  it  interested 
the  inhabitants  of  that  pan  of  the  em|ni« 
only ;  that  the  McriQce  of  the  vested  ia- 
teresti  of  the  patroni  n(  Scotland  would 
not  be  frauf^t  with  danger  to  the  inteiesta 
of  the  patrons  in  EngUnd,  or  that  the 
^  EtUblished  Church  of  Sontland  could  be 
overthrown  without  the  Church  Establish- 
ment of  England   bnng   diaken    by   the 


Wylie's  appointment,  but  he  believed,  that  fall.  It  was  jaamatctial  to  inquire  wbethet 
the  noo-iDtiusioitiat*  were  about  building  '  (he  Church  was  at  first  ruledby  Bishops  oc 
a  new  i:huR;h  for  the  minister  of  their  Pretl^terj,  or  to  allude  to  the  cruelties  in- 
choice.     In  regard  to  what  had  taken  place    flicted  on  the  Church  of  Scotland  by  the 


approve   of  what  hi 
Birrell  died  suddenly  i 


EpiKopul   party,   or   the   treastms  of  the 

Knoxei  or  Melvillcs  of  the  other.     The 

t  Cu)mr,  while  act-  I  quution  here  was  one  ot  tact  and  of  law. 


ing  aa  derk  of  the  Presbytery  meeting,  on  I  and  so  it  ihouU  be  looked  at.  When  be 
Tuesday,  Ist  Fefaraary.  Mr.  Birre]  was  beard  the  hon.  Member  for  Perth  quote 
buried  on  the  7th  February,  and,  on  the  j  the  AcU  of  Parliament  relating  to  the 
8th  February,  hb  sUcoeMor  was  appointed,  I  question,  he  (Mr.  Cochrane)  was  curious 
contrary  to  all  precedent  and  to  the  prac-  .  to  see  how  they  could  be  made  to  support 
tiee  of  the  Home-office,  considering  the  )  the  opinioni  he  advanced,  for  having  located 
great  excitement  existing  on  the  subjecL  most  carefully  at  them  htnuelf,  he  could 
This  hurry  had  left  an  indelible  impression  not  but  come  to  the  concluiion,  that  they 
■if  ferling  agwnst  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  supported  his  view  of  the  question,  widely 
roan,  which  he  wouU  have  been  sorry  to  different  as  it  waa  from  that  of  the  boo. 
have  incurred.  But  the  n^t  bun.  Gen-  I  Member  for  Perth.  It  was  sud,  that  they 
tlcBan'a  nile  wtemeA  to  be  in  bo  case  to  |  declared,  that  when  the  malorfty  of  con- 
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gregations  objected  to  a  clergyman^  that 
objection  was  conclurirc  without  an  ap- 
pend to  the  Presbytery.  The  first  Act  to 
which  it  is  necessary  to  allude  is  that  of 
1567,  which  never  received  the  sanction  of 
the  Crown ;  it  was  passed  under  the  Go« 
vemment  of  the  Regent  Murray;  it  or- 
dained, that  the  examinaticms  and  admis- 
sions only  were  under  the  control  of  the 
members  of  the  Church,  but  the  rights  of 
patrons  were  strictly  reserved.  By  the  Act 
of  1592,  presentations  were  directed  to  the 
Presbytery,  with  full  power  to  collate, 
provided  they  admitted  qualified  ministers 
appointed  by  the  patrons ;  if  not,  all  the 
profits  were  to  revert  to  the  patrons.  Then 
followed  the  Act  of  1549,  which  also  was 
passed  at  a  time  of  rebellion.  The  Act  of 
1549  ordained,  that  the  Kirk  Session 
should  elect  the  minister,  and  intimate 
their  choice  to  the  congregation ;  if  a  ma- 
jority dissented,  the  presbytery  were  to 
judge  of  the  same,  and  unless  they  found 
the  dissent  to  be  founded  on  causeless  pre- 
iudiccs,  another  election  was  to  take  place. 
Ko  absolute  veto  was  given  to  the  people 
by  the  Act  of  1769,  on  the  contrary,  it 
expressly  declares,  "  that  if  the  presbytery 
disapprove  of  their  minister,  they  are  to 
give  in  their  reasons,  in  order  that  the 
affair  may  be  cognoted  upon."  The  autho- 
rity on  which  the  Church  of  Scotland  relied 
was  their  own  books  of  discipline,  which 
never  received  the  sanction  of  the  State. 
It  was  said,  that  although  the  spirit  of 
what  was  denominated  the  *'  call  "  was 
lost,  yet  the  fonn  of  it  was  kept  up.  But 
by  preserving  even  the  fomi«  the  (*hurch 
of  Scotland  was  acting  in  opposition  to  the 
acts  of  Parliament.  The  Act  of  Queen 
Anne  expressly  declaring  "  that  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  con- 
tinued to  extend  to  repeal  or  make  void  the 
aforesaid  Act  of  William  and  Mary,  except 
in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  culling  or  present- 
ing of  ministers  ',"  besides,  even  if  such  had 
not  liccn  the  case,  a  more  form  c*ould  be 
accounted  for  little;  it  will  Ih.*  remembered, 
that  until  the  onion  with  Ireland  the  Eng* 
lish  Sovereign  was  termed  king  of  Fram-c, 
and  quartered  the  nwal  arms  of  that  amtitry, 
hut  no  one  would  on  thatuct-ount  urge  pre- 
tensions to  the  throne  of  Fnince.  Lonl 
Aberdeen  had  prepared  a  bill  which  gave 
full  power  to  the  members  of  the  (*hurch 
to  make  all  objections  to  ministcn,  only 
|>rovidiiig  that  the  rvaMmH  for  refusal 
should  be  stated,  and  that  the  qucn- 
tionii  should  be  first  referred  to  the 
Presbytery,  and  from  thence  to  the  Su* 


ippeal,  it  is  by  every  contidenitioii  of  Jut- 
tioe,  of  public  advantage,  that  tbey  tamn 


preme  Eoderiattical  Court.  This  UD 
was  rejected  by  Scotland.  He  was  gnd- 
fied  to  hear  the  determination  of  the  r%ht 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Secretary  for  the  Ho«e 
Department,  to  adhere  to  the  law,  for  iIm 
variances  which  arose  between  minlMeia 
and  congregations  were  prododife  of  gveot 
evil. 

Sir,  I  believe  that  no  one  who  hai  mid 
any  attcntien  to  the  few  obaeratioao 
which  I  have  made,  for  I  have  atteiplod 
little  more  than  to  submit  to  tho  Home  a 
full  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  CMe,  eon 
consider  that  the  course  at  present  punned 
by  the  Church  of  Scotland  is  founded  nposi 
any  law ;  it  is  to  the  law  that  the 

V 

tlOCi 

their  claims.  The  wfld  {nt^temiom  of  th« 
Scotch  churchmen  must  at  onoe  be  ovciw 
ruled,  and  the  Court  of  General  A— Mj 
must  learn  to  respect  the  majetly  ef  tm 
law.  In  truth,  this  is  a  ouettion  wUdi 
cannot  be  lightly  regarded  or  caidealjr 
overlooked ;  you  cannot  postpone  it  for  m- 
ture  consideraticm,  each  moment  of 
encreases  the  evil,  and  renders  the 
more  difficult.  In  the  nineteenth  emtatr 
a  Church  court  has  presumed  to  mn  itKoT 
in  oppodtion  to  the  State,  to  clain  prM* 
leget  unknown  even  in  the  wont  jpoiiola 
or  ecclesiastical  tyranny.  Mr.  Drydm 
prophetically  observed,  that  the  tine  would 
come  when 

'*Tbe  Presbyter  poiTed  up  with  ipiriluU 

pride. 
Should  over  the  necks  of  the  gmt  uoUn 

ride." 

But  even  he  never  contemplatedi  that  fai 
times  of  peace  and  sunshine,  the  diUfdi 
would  dare  to  over- ride  the  authority  of 
the  law.  I,  .Sir,  cannot  forget,  that  it  «m 
owing  to  some  of  the  memben  of  tke 
Church  of  Scotland  that  one 
was  driven  to  exile  and  death,  while 
descendant*  commenced  that  revolvtii 
which  terminated  in  the  martyiden  of 
King  Charles  the  1st.  Yean  hure  ml 
subciucd  their  fanatidsmt  tinse  baa  uol 
served  to  appease*  their  agiutions,  it  ia  atill 
carried  on  in  a  svstematic  manner,  wUlo 
every  village  and  hamlet  of  Scotland  b  die* 
turbcd  by  i-onflicting  interests,  and  partf 
fctrife.  It  was  but  yesterday,  that  takiaf  up 
a  Scotch  newspaper,  I  obeerved  among  the 
advertisements,  "  the  Anii-painmage  Gafe- 
chUm  Jar  the  Young  ;  "  the  circunslaaea 
of  such  a  work  being  advertised  for  nle  maj 
in  itself  be  of  little  momenti  but  MUI  H 
serves  to  shew  the  feelings  of  the 
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as  a  feather  will  tell  how  the  wind  blows. 
Dr.  Chalmers  has  said  a  good  deal  about 
"peaceful  parochial  agitation/'  but  I  can 
teU  him,  that  it  is  this  which  is  ruining 
his  native  land,  bj  setting  landlord  against 
tenant — minister  against  congregation.  He 
would  do  well  to  remember  the  words 
of  Ix>rd  CUrendon*  "  That  men  cannot  so 
easily  (ix  what  they  have  unnecessarily 
shaken.*'  "  The  law  u  to  the  church  what 
the  bridle  is  to  the  horse— the  price  of  food 
and  shelter."  I  would  not,  however,  be 
understood  to  express  myself  in  any  manner 
against  the  doctrines  of  the  Scotch  church 
or  its  own  interior  discipline.  There  is  a 
party  still  existing  in  Scotland*  who,  refus* 
mg  all  inducement,  all  temporary  advan- 
tage, have  ever  remained  true  to  their 
ancient  faith,  and  worshipped  the  Lord 
after  the  manner  of  theur  forefathers. 
Such  are  Cameronians,  otherwise  called,  the 
hills  people,  and  in  them  we  may  well 
esteem  tne  simplicity  and  unpretending 
character  of  their  religion.  But  it  is  when 
men,  who  have  sold  everything  to  the  pa- 
tronage system,  come  forward  to  overthrow 
it ;  when  they  strike  away  the  hand  which 
has  nurtured  and  protect^  them,  that  we 
cry  aloud  against  ingratitude  and  deceit, 
and  should  determine  to  compel  that  obe> 
dienoe  which  is  denied  to  us.  By  using 
energetic  measures,  by  showing  a  fixed 
determination  to  uphold  the  vested  rights 
and  privileges  ot  the  Scotish  proprietors, 
we  shall  find  our  efforts  crowned  with  suc- 
cess in  the  destruction  of  that  wanton 
insolence  and  inordinate  amUtion  which 
threatens  the  religious  welfare  and  moral 
happiness  of  the  people. 

Mr.  A.  CampbeiiWitXe  expected  that  the 
first  occasion  on  which  he  addressed  the 
House  he  should  be  compelled  most  tho- 
roughly to  condemn  the  line  of  conduct  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  were  about  to  pursue. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  declared  in  the 
most  emphatic  terms  that  he  would  enforce 
the  law  against  the  Church  of  Scotland. 
He  begged  leave  to  tell  that  right  hon. 
Baronet  that  he  could  not  do  what  he  had 
declared  he  intended  to  attempt.  He  defied 
him  to  do  it.  The  united  voice  of  Scot- 
land would  be  against  him ;  and  he  was 
convinced  that  on  such  a  question  Scotland 
would  meet  with  the  hearty  sympathy  of 
the  rest  of  the  empire.  He  earnestly  re- 
quested hon.  Members  to  divest  themselves 
of  any  other  feeling  than  the  conviction 
that  the  present  was  a  question  of  national 
justice.  Those  who,  on  the  abolition  of 
the  Scotch  Parliament,  had  entrusted  the 
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Presbyterian  Church  to  the  vast  majority 
of  Episcopalians  in  the  united  Houses,  well 
knew  and  foresaw  what  must  be  the  result. 
With  respect  to  what  had  been  said  of  such 
Reformers  as  Knox  and  Melville,  he  begged 
to  assure  tlic  hon.  Member  that  those  names 
would  be  remembered  when  that  of  the  hon. 
Member  was  utterly  forgotten.  The  same 
hon.  Member  had  said,  that  the  people 
claimed  the  veto,  and  not  merely  that,  but 
he  had  had  the  audacity  to  add  that  tliey 
claimed  it  without  appeal  [Cries  of 
*^  Order."]  He  would  not,  then,  use  the 
word  audacity ;  but  he  would  say,  that  the 
hon.  Member  had  had  the  ignorance  to  as- 
sert that  there  was  no  app^  He  hoped 
that  the  House  would  excuse  his  warmth, 
for  the  subject  excited  the  strongest  feelings 
in  Scotland.  Scotch  Members,  therefore, 
ought  to  be  borne  with  while  discussing  a 
topic  of  such  vital  importance,  not  only  to 
the  people,  but  actually  to  the  cause  of 
spiritual  religion.  After  the  declaration  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  he  felt  bound  to 
state  his  views.  As  a  Conservative  he  had 
long  held  his  peace,  and  had  thereby  suf- 
fered much  in  the  opinion  of  many  of  his 
church  friends.  It  was  his  hope,  until  he 
heard  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  a  Go- 
vernment which  on  many  occasions  had 
acted  so  wisely  would  on  this  questbn  have 
seen  that  their  duty  lay  in  the  very  oppo- 
site direction  to  that  which  they  intended 
to  take. 

Mr.  Cochrane  explained  what  he  had 
meant  to  say  respecting  the  veta  In  1 834  Dr. 
Chalmers  and  others  changed  their  views 
with  respect  to  an  appeal  to  the  Presbytery, 
and  the  only  hold  now  upon  the  majority- 
was,  that  they  were  to  declare  that  they 
were  not  actuated  by  political  motives. 

Mr.  J,  Campbell  requested  the  hon. 
Member  to  examme  the  point  again  ;  if  he 
did,  he  would  find,  that  an  appeal  lay  first 
to  the  Presbytery,  then  to  the  synod  of  the 
province,  and  finally  to  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

Mr.  Cumming  Bruce,  knowing  the  cir^ 
cumstanccs  connected  with  the  parish  of 
Elgin,  felt  himself  bound  to  declare,  that 
no  conduct  could  have  been  more  calculated 
to  throw  oil  on  the  animosity  existing  in 
the  breasts  of  the  parishioners,  than  that 
pursued  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Home  Department.  The 
majority  of  the  heads  of  families,  by  far 
the  greater  number  of  the  most  respect- 
able inhabitants,  were  opposed  to  the  views 
of  the  violent  n<m- intrusion  party.  But 
his  right  hon.  Friend,  seeing  that  the  great* 
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est  tntfflotiticf  would  mm  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  either  of  the  candidates  pro- 
posed by  the  different  parties,  appointed 
neither,  and  sought  out  a  person  whoy  he 
thought,  was  eminently  quali6ed  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  sacred  office.  He 
(Mr.  C.  Bruce)  had  had  the  honour  of  re- 
ceiving a  letter  from  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Sir  James  Graham),  in  which  he  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  no  political  considerations 
should  ever  influence  his  decision  in  ap- 
pointing to  the  crown  preferments  in  Scot- 
knd.  He  regretted  to  say,  that  Ix»rd  File 
had  not  acted  upon  the  same  principle, 
and  had  ultimately  signed  a  requiiiition, 
which  he  at  first  refused  to  sign,  with  re- 
ference to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Stewart, 
through  a  desire  to  promote  the  views  of 
some  of  his  political  friends  in  the  bo- 
rough. Had  his  right  hon.  Friend  ap- 
pointed the  person  named  by  the  non-in- 
trusion partv,  he  would  have  offended  a 
great  majority  of  the  parishioners.  He 
had  avoided  that  evil,  and  appointed  a 
gentleman  who  he  (Mr.  Bruce)  was  happy 
to  say  had  been  received  with  great  una- 
nimity. No  attempt  had  been  made  tti 
exercise  the  veto  against  him,  and  there 
was  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  would 
discharge  his  duty  with  advantage  to  the 
parish i(»ners  and  the  cause  of  religion.  He 
believed,  on  the  other  hand»  that  political 
views  and  motives  were  discoverable  in  the 
conduct  of  the  non-intrusion  party,  and 
apprehended  that  they  wished  to  make 
the  question  one  merely  of  a  political  cha- 
racter. Her  majesty's  Ministers  were 
blamed  for  not  bringing  forward  a  new 
law  on  the  subject,  but  he  would  ask  what 
enoouragt'ment  they  had  received  to  intro- 
duce a  new  law  P  Before  it  could  be  ex- 
pected that  Ministers  would  bring  forward 
a  new  law,  it  ought  to  be  shown  that 
there  was  some  chance  that  it  would  be  j 
obeyed.  Tlie  General  ScMion  called  upon 
the  Cfovemnicnt  to  pass  a  new  law  to 
enable  thera  to  settle  this  question ;  but 
before  they  did  this  they  ought  to  have 
shown  thu  ( lovemment  that  that  new  law 
would  be  obeyed,  by  their  showing  obedi- 
ence to  tlio  law  as  it  now  Ktoml.  Whnt 
was  it  that  the  Church  of  .^ulsnd  now 
made  prvtenuons  to?  It  was  pretend- 
ed that  the  ecclesiastical  courts  were 
pofisesiied  of  a  power  —  a  |iower  for 
which  he  never  hod  heard  any  preten- 
sions aAlvaoced  by  any  reformed  church, 
and  onlv  d urine  the  ucclesiaitical  tvraunv 
of  the  tenth  cmtury— that  they  were  p»- 
sessed  of  a  power  tu  declare  what  was 


civil  and  what  was  oecIeriaMkal ;  ani  A0I 
they  alooey  and  not  the  civil  eaurlap 
empowered  to  say  what  the  inl 
of  the  law  should  he.  What  didlkt 
volve  ?  It  involved  this  »  that  an 
nate  individual  might*  on  the  ana  Inalc  ha 
found  guilty  and  punished  finr  the 
tion  of  a  law  as  interpreted  by  the  mi 
civil  tribunal ;  while,  on  the  other 
he  should  be  declared  guilty  of  a  vk 
of  the  same  law  by  an  eivlfmMrieal  Hi* 
bunal,  which  had,  nererthelem^  pit  n 
totally  different  interpretation  upon  il. 
This  was  no  imaginary  evil;  lor  it  hai 
actually  occurred  in  the  ease  of  the  8m^ 
bogie  ministers.  What  hed  thegr  boan 
punished  forP  They  had  been  piiniiM  hf 
the  luTclcsiastical  Court  with  the  hig|heai^ 
most  cruel  and  most  unjust  pwwish—t  I0 
which  men  had  ever  been  suhjeded.  He 
knew  that  many  Scotchmen  were  efraiii  Id 
declare  their  feelings  on  this  sulgeeL  Bm 
if  he  were  called  upon  lo  eoneeel  Ui  fml* 
ings,  and  his  seat  depended  upon  iSt  ke 
should  throw  his  seat  to  the  wind^  anl  im 
justice.  Seven  ministers  of  the  psesbgrieqr 
endeavoured  to  evade  obedienoe  to  the  kw  ; 
but,  impelled  by  their  oooscienoes  end  hf 
the  deelaration  of  the  civil  court,  tlngr  dw 
give  effect,  and  they  rendered  nhedienee  ee 
the  civil  law  and  the  statute  law  of  Ike 
land  as  it  stood  now  unrepealed.  Wlme 
happened  ?  The  General  Assembly  of  Ike 
Church  of  Scotland,  represenlod  by  ile 
majority— for,  thank  God  I  there 
Lirge  portion  of  that  AasemUy  net 
by  this  strange  infatuation— first  1 
those  seven  ministers  from  their 
and  finally  de|NMcd  them  from  their 
functions.  And  for  what }  Becsmse  tk^ 
obeyed  the  civil  law  of  the  lend,  wkidk 
they  were  bound  by  their  oaths  of  aDD- 
giancv  to  obey.  This  was  certainly  ej 
of  things  which  ought  not  to  be 
to  cxiiit  He  would  not  trouble  the 
with  any  arguments  on  the  subfeel  of  fkm 
veto  law,  but  would  mention  one  ii 
to  sltow  how  it  worked.  He  knew  of 
|Mri»h  with  a  population  of  1,700^ 
the  presbytery  consisted  of  six  old 
three  of  whom  could  not  sign  their 
and  yet  ihcv,  by  the  veto  Isw  of  the 


neral  Aiwembly,  had  the  power  to  lejeBt 
the  presentation  of  a  penon  against  WMSe 
clmmcter  and  altainmenis  not  the  slifblM 
objection  existed,  or  was  made  bi  anj  of 
the  ciini|iitent  courts.  He  iherafoie  Uk 
that  her  Maj«*Kty's  Government  iroie  fisl^ 
juMified  in  the  n  hi  rue  they  were  punning; 
and  that  before  any  legislaiion  leek 
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upon  the  tubject,  the  Church  of  Scothnd 
miist  place  itself  in  a  po«itioQ  to  render 
leginlation  of  any  avail.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Argyll  had  staled  his  views  with 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Church  in 
l(Ao.  The  writers  in  that  period  of  our 
history,  however,  were  entirely  at  isnic 
with  the  hon«  Crentleman.  Dr.  Chalmers 
had  particularly  dwelt  on  the  dreadfully 
excited  state  of  Scotland  at  tliat  time,  in 
consequence  of  religious  enthusiasm,  and 
the  church  feuds  in  which  the  then  Duke 
of  Argylc  had  borne  so  prominent  a  part. 
He  could  not  but  remark,  that  it  was  a 
rather  singular  circumstance  that  the  lineal 
dcsocndant  of  that  nobleman  should,  at  the 
present  time,  be  also  so  warmly  engaged  in 
the  advocacy  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the 
existing  dispute.  However,  he  did  not  at 
all  intend  to  impugn  the  motives  of  the 
nobleman  he  had  referred  to,  who,  he  was 
convinced,  was  actuated  by  motives  of  the 
purest  patriotism.  Whatever  might  be  his 
opinion  on  the  policy  of  the  matter,  he  was 
convinced  the  noble  Duke  had  no  other 
object  in  view  than  the  promotion  of  the 
welfare  of  the  Church. 

Mr.  DhH^  wished  to  say  a  word  as  to  a 
charge  which  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  had  made  against  the  cha- 
racter of  his  noble  relative  Lord  Fife.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that  Lord  Fife 
had  been  actuated  by  political  motives  in 
the  oourse  which  he  had  punued  with  re« 
gard  to  Mr.  Stewart.  Now  he  (Mr.  Di^ 
utterly  denied  the  truth  of  that  statement. 
It  was  entirely  fidse,  and  the  hon.  Member 
well  knew  it  to  be  Iklse.  [Crici  of  "  Orx^," 
and  "  Chairr^ 

The  Speaker  was  sure  the  hon.  Member 
would,  on  refloetioo,  see  that  hb  language 
was  quite  unparliamentary. 

Mr.  Duf  would  at  once  retract  the  ex* 
pression  he  had  used,  and  begged  to  express 
his  resret  for  having  so  faroeviated  from 
the  rules  of  the  House.  It  was  well  un- 
derstood, however,  in  the  hon.  Member's 
neighbourhood,  that  Lord  Fife  at  all  times 
carefully  abstained  from  political  inter, 
ferenoe:  and  he  was  sure  that  the  hon. 
Member  well  knew  that  his  noble  relative 
would  have  taken  no  part  whatever  in  the 
matter  on  any  political  consideration. 

Mr.  Cfimming  Bruce  was  quite  aware 
that  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Duflf)  did  not, 
in  using  the  word  ^  false,"  intend  to  accuse 
him  of  making  a  statement  which  he  did 
not  believe  to  be  true.  He  had  made  the 
statement  upon  authority  on  which  he  be* 
Ueved  he  could  rrly,  that  hb  noble  Friend 


and  relative,  the  Earl  of  Fife,  had  refused 
to  sign  a  statement  relative  to  the  ease 
of  Mr.  Stewart,  and  that  the  general  im- 
pression was,  that  having  so  refused,  he 
afterwards  did  sign  it ;  and  that  it  was 
believed  he  had  bm  influeneed  to  do  so  by 
a  desire  to  forward  the  political  views  of 
the  party  to  which  the  noble  Lord  was 
himself  attached.  He  (Mr.  C.  Bruce)  had 
stated  this  upon  authority  which  he  had 
cvcrv  reason  to  believe,  and  which  he  did 
still  believe,  to  be  correct. 
Motion  negatived. 

Bonds D  Corn.]  Mr.  Hutt  moved,  that 
tlie  House  should  resolve  itself  into  com- 
mittee, to  take  into  consideration  a  resolu* 
tion  to  permit  flour,  or  flour  and  biacuit  to 
be  substituted  for  foreign  wheat  secured  in 
warehouses. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  asked  him  whether  he  should  object  to 
his  (Mr.  Hutt's)  bringing  in  this  bill,  and 
having  it  printed  and  circulated  through- 
out the  country ;  to  which  he  replied,  that 
he  had  no  objection,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  had  not  expressed  in  the  slightest  degree 
any  approbation  of  the  measure,  or  the 
least  concurrence  in  the  opinion  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman. 

The  House  went  into  oommittee.  In 
committee;,  Mr.  Hutt  moved  the  following 
resolution  :«— 

**  That  the  chairman  be  directed  to  move. 
That  leave  be  given  to  briof  in  a  bill  to  pet^ 
mit  floor,  or  floor  and  biseuit  to  be  snbstitalad 
for  foreiga  wheat  seeored  in  warahonses.'* 

Resolution  agreed  to, 
The  House  remimed,  resolution  reported, 
and  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

COKSTITUTIOV    OP  THE    ClIURCil   OP 

Scotland.]     Mr.  A,   CempheU  moved 
for  a 

*<  Select  committee  to  consider  the  constitu- 
tion and  principles  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
and  to  ioqoire  mto  the  causes  of  the  collision 
between  the  Supreme  Coarts  of  that  Cbarch 
and  the  Supreme  Ciril  Courts,  and  to  report 
their  observations  thereon  lo  the  House  ;  with 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  re- 
cords.'' 

He  should  not  ooenpy  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  any  length  of  lime  upon 
this  subject,  for  the  real  object  which  be 
had  in  proposing  the  preaent  motion  was, 
to  ascertain  the  feeling  of  the  Honae  upon 
it.  He  would  venture  to  asaert,that  there 
were  many  hon.  Gentlenen  in  thnt  Hooae 
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representing^  English  constituencies,  who, 
notwithstanding  the  lengthened  debate  of 
that  night,  were  still  but  slightly  ac- 
quainted with  the  real  merits  of  this  ques- 
tion. He  submitted  to  the  House  that 
they  could  adopt  no  better  mode  of  getting 
rid  of  this  difficulty,  and  of  reaching  the 
real  merits  of  the  case,  than  by  agreeing  to 
this  motion.  Such  a  course  would  at  once 
put  an  end  to  all  controtersy  on  the 
subject,  and  he  had  the  greater  confidence 
in  calling  upon  the  House  to  adopt  this 
motion,  when  her  Majesty's  Government 
had  declared  their  intention  not  to  intro- 
duce any  measure  upon  the  subject,  as- 
serting that  the  law  of  the  land  was  suffi- 
cient to  meet  every  difficulty  which  might 
arise.  He  thought*  however,  that  when 
the  courts  of  law  in  Scotland  were  at 
variance  upon  the  effect  of  the  existing 
statutes  upon  this  subject,  the  House 
would  agree  with  him  that  the  time  was 
come  when  the  interference  of  Parliament 
was  called  for. 

Mr.  Cowper  was  one  of  those  English 
Members  to  whom  the  hon.  Member  had 
referred,  and  he  undoubtedly  was  free  to 
admit,  that  he  had  gained  little  advan-l 
tage  from  the  debate  of  that  night.     He 
thought  that  it  was  highly  desirable  that 
the  Government  should  accede  to    this 
motion,  not  only  that  what  he  was  sure 
might  be  taken  to  be  the  prevailing  igno- 
rance which  existed  upon  the  subject  might 
be  removed,  but  that  the  whole  qaestiou 
should  be  sifted.     It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  confidence  of  the  country  was  wanted  ' 
in  the  present  law.     The  law  which  the  | 
Church   asserted   was  said  by  the   Civil  I 
Courts  to  be  opposed  to  the  statute  law  of! 
the  Idud.     The  Genersi  Assembly  on  the  i 
other  hand  contended,  that  the  law  set  up  . 
by  the  Civil  Courts  was  opposed  to  ilie  * 
fundamvntdl  laws  of  the  Church,  and  to ' 
the  Act  of  Union.     The  question  of  rj^n.  | 
intrusion   was     sufficiently    narrow    and 
simple.     It    was    allowed    by   the  Civil 
Courts  that  the  congregation  had  a  right ; 
to   reject  a  minister.     Hut    those  (*ourts 
asseiltd  that  reasons  must  be  assigned  t'ur 
the  exercise  of  that  right.     But,  he  would  j 
ask,  was   it   reasunable  that   that  House ; 
which  had  a  ri^hi  to  refuse  its  confidence 

^  I 

to  a  Minister  ol  the  Crown,  as  he  refused 
his  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite, 
wan  bound  to  give  the  Crown  sui  h  reu-  j 
sons  as  would  satisfy  the  Sovereign  judi-  j 
cially,  that  the  reasons  were  well  fuunded  '  J 
It  WIS  not  sought  to  lake  from  the  pjtron  | 


Um 


[  the  power  of  nomiDitinffy  but  to  applf  %m 
it  such  checks  as  would  reqoirt  iMn  to 
consult  the  wiriies  and  the  religMNn  ImI* 
ings  of  the  congregations ;  and  wkal  fa 
fact  had  been  the  working  of  Iha  vMof 
Amidst  all  the  excitement  that  had  ftm^ 
vailed,  out  of  two  hundred  tad  tlShtf 
appointments,  only  seventeen  had 
vetoed.  He  thought  that  if  the 
ment  would  concede  the  point  of 
intrusion,  which  the  Church  had  dedaiad 
to  be  one  of  her  fundamental  poioU  of 
doctrine,  that  the  question  might  benMilw 
arranged.  As  to  all  claim  of  the  Chiuoi 
to  entire  freedom  from  all  interfemoen  eff 
the  civil  jurisdiction,  he  thooght  thatdnna 
unmaintainable;  but  he  thought  tha  G»> 
vernment  ought  to  concede  the  pomt  aff 
non-intrusion.  He  should  fota  Ibr  tha 
committee. 

Sir  James  Graham  uid,  that  tha 
Member  who  had  just  spoken  had 
that  he  had  no  confidence  in  the 
ment  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  B»» 
bert  Peel).  It  was  probable^  howa«w« 
that  his  confidence  had  been  aoooidad  la 
the  Government  of  the  noble  Vii 
(Viscount  Melbourne),  who  had  in 
course  of  the  last  year  quitted 
Viscount  Melbourne,  when  thia 
had  been  under  discussion,  had 
that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
law  which  regulated  the  Church  of 
land,  and  a^r  all  the  diacusaioDa 
this  question  which  had  taken 
looking  at  the  whole  case*  and  at 
the  circumstances  surrounding  it,  ha  (Sir 
James  Graham)  and  his  Colleagnea 
come  to  the  same  conclusion.  It 
true,  that  in  matters  of  ecclesiaatical 
arising  in  Scotland,  the  General 
was  supreme,  and  that  in  civil  matteia  iho 
Court  of  Session  was  supreme*  and 
these  two  courts  were  at  variance 
this  subject:  but  the  House  of  Lords  waa 
tho  court  of  ihe  last  resort,  and  upoa  iha 
decision  of  that  House,  which  had  da* 
clared  the  civil  tribunal  to  have  gifta  tba 
propter  dfcisioii,  and  which  had  deeidad 
that  tiic  veto  law  was  inconsistent  with 
tlie  law  of  the  land,  he  was  prepared  to 
re^i.  Her  Mjji-Aty's  (lovemment  thought^ 
thai,  entrruiuiiig  this  Opinion*  it  was  aal 
inconsistent  with  their  duty  to  reaiat  thia 
motion.  Hut  ho  brgged  the  atteatioaaf 
the  II  luse  tn  the  foini  of  the  motion.  U 
pro|Hj»ed  a  cuiiiM*ittee  to  inquire  iato  tha 
'*  constitution  and  principles*'of  theChaiah 
of  Scotland.     He  thought  that  thia 
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not  «  time  to  tobmit  to  tbe  decision  of  • 
•elect  committee  a  question  invol? ing  the 
whole  system  of  church  government  in 
Scotland,  but  that  to  accede  to  such  a 
proposition  would  be  inexpedient  and 
highly  dangerous.  It  was  to  be  observed 
that  it  was  not  an  inquiry  into  any  law  or 
any  statute  which  was  proposed^  nor  an 
investigation  into  any  matter  of  fact,  but 
the  motion  was  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  great  principles  recognised  by  the 
Act  of  Union  itself;  and  therefore  he 
thought  that  the  House  would  agree  with 
him  that  this  committee  should  not  be 
granted. 

Mr.  Fox  MauU  was  perfectly  able  to 
reconcile  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give  in 
favour  of  the  motion,  with  those  Preiby- 
terisn  feelings  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  appealed.  He  had  come 
down  to  the  House  rather  inclined  to  vote 
■gainst  the  motion,  but  having  heard  the 
instructions  of  her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  knowing  the  committee  could  only 
inquire  into  facts  relating  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Church  of  Scotland  he  should 
vote  in  favour  of  it.  They  could  not  give 
power  to  any  committee  to  alter  the  con- 
stitution of  the  church  in  any  way.  because 
that  was  a  power  which  the  legislature 
itself  did  not  possess.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  difference 
between  the  power  of  the  Courts  Ecclesi- 
astical and  Civil.  He  (Mr.  F.  Maule) 
thought  it  right  that  the  public  in  Eng- 
land should  thoroughly  understand  what 
was  going  on  in  the  North,  which  they 
did  not  understand  at  present,  although 
the  effects  of  it  might  soon  reach  their 
own  firesides.  With  regard  to  the  Church 
of  Scotland  itself,  he  felt  convinced  that 
it  was  fixed  upon  such  solid  foundation 
that  it  would  emerge  from  all  its  difficul- 
ties and  be  more  triumphant  than  it  had 
ever  been,  even  in  its  brightest  days. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  that 
in  the  Auchterardercase  the  church  had 
agreed  to  refer  the  question  of  jurisdiction 
to  the  HoQse  of  Lords,  and  he  said,  that  if 
the  decision  bad  been  the  other  way,  they 
would  not  have  heard  about  it.  The 
church  had  referred  that  question  to  the 
House  of  Lords  only  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  how  far  the  Court  of  Law 
could  go  with  regard  to  the  temporalities 
of  the  living,  and  the  moment  that  was 
decided  to  be  a  matter  subject  to  the 
coffninnce  of  the  Civil  Court,  the  church 
bad  MKCiuiibed  and   had  directed   the 


Presbytery  of  Auchterarder,  not  to  take 
advantage  of  what  had  occurred.  So  far 
as  this  had  gone  they  had  bowed  to  the 
decision  of  the  law,  and  would  do  so  in 
all  others  relating  to  their  civil  rights. 
Then,  again,  a  great  deal  had  been  said 
of  the  rebellion  of  the  church  and  of  the 
prosecutions  of  the  seven  ministers.  Now 
what  had  those  seven  ministers  done? 
Mr.  Edwards  had  been  presented  by  the 
patron  to  the  living  of  Strathbogie;  per- 
sonally, he  was  unexceptionable,  but  hav- 
ing acted  as  a  political  agent  in  the 
parish,  he  certainly  ought  not  to  be  ap- 
pointed. The  appointment  was  vetoed, 
and  Mr.  Edwards  appealed  lo  the  Court 
of  Session,  to  order  the  Presbytery  to  ad- 
mit him,  which  they  had  no  power  to  do. 
What  did  those  seven  gentlemen  do?  Did 
they  appear  in  court  ?  Did  they  appear  to 
bow  to  the  authority  of  the  superior 
Church  of  Scotland?  No  such  thing. 
They  entered  the  Civil  Courts,  and  by 
their  own  application  obtained  a  decree 
against  them,  in  order  to  that  which  they 
held  to  be  necessary  to  their  ordination. 
They  could  no  more  compel  a  Presbyte- 
rian to  ordain  any  person,  any  more  than 
a  churchman.  These  men  were  ordained, 
and  the  commission  of  General  Assembly 
proceeded  to  summon  them  to  the  court; 
eighteen  months  elapsed ;  every  oppor- 
tunity was  given  them  to  make  an  apology, 
but  they  did  not  adopt  that  course.  The 
church  had  been  driven  from  corner  to 
corner  by  those  who  ought  to  protect  her. 
He  warned  the  Government  that  if  they 
did  not  legislate  on  this  point  they  must 
take  the  consequences  that  must  ensue 
from  the  great  confusion  that  must  inevit- 
ably result  from  letting  things  remain  as 
they  were. 

Sir  R.  Peel  was  surprised  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  anything  decidedly 
in  support  of  the  motion— and  above  all, 
aAer  the  time  that  he  had  been  in  office, 
and  in  an  office  so  nearly  connected  with 
this  subject— for  a  select  committee,  on 
the  supposition  that  that  would  settle  the 
question.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  late 
Lord  Chancellor  (Lord  Cottingham),  ex- 
pressed on  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  on  this  subject,  that  it  would  be 
only  a  fruitless  proceeding  to  attempt  to 
legislate  under  present  circumstances  on 
this  question.  If,  therefore,  this  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Government  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  belonged  in  1840, 
and  if  they  would  not  aid  and  support  bis 
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noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  in 
the  plan  which  he  proposed,  and  if  they 
would  not  adopt  or  propose  a  measure  of 
their  own,  because  they  thought  that,  in 
the  then  existing  temper  of  the  people  of 
Scotland,  it  was  impossible  to  settle  the 
matter  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  they 
might  hafe  adopted  a  proposition  for  a 
select  committee,  if  they  had  thoufrht 
proper,  but  they  refused  to  do  so.  He 
must,  therefore,  express  his  surprise  that, 
after  the  conduct  of  the  hoo.  Gentleman 
on  former  occasions,  and  after  the  doubts 
which  he  had  expressed  in  the  earlier  pan 
of  the  evening,  he  should  have  lent  any 
countenance  to  the  present  motion.  If  a 
Government  wished  to  evade  any  difficul- 
ties on  a  question  of  this  kind,  or  on  any 
other,  the  best  course  for  it  to  pursue  was 
to  go  to  a  select  committee;  this  was  a 
temporary  sort  of  arrangement,  which  was 
befitting  a  shabby  Government.  He  at- 
tached great  importance  to  the  settlement 
of  this  question ;  and  it  was  impossible, 
for  too  many  reasons  for  him  to  state,  not 
to  do  so.  He  was  too  deeply  interested 
in  the  moral  and  social  welfare  of  Scot- 
land not  to  feel  deeply  any  matter  which 
must  interfere  so  much  with  it,  for  before 
these  unfortunate  dissensions  had  arisen, 
he  had  enjoyed  communications  and  feel- 
ings of  uninterrupted  harmony  with  that 
country.  He  apprehended  that  his  right 
hon.  Friend  never  intended  to  say,  that 
he  was  satisfied  with  the  state  of  things 
which  existed  with  reference  to  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  but  that  he  had  stated 
that,  after  having  opened  communica- 
tions with  all  parts  of  the  country,  the 
impression  in  his  mind  was  similar  to  that 
which  actuated  the  predecessors  in  office 
to  the  present  Government,  namely,  that 
there  did  not  exist  that  feeling  in  Scotland 
which  was  likely  to  lead  to  a  satisfactory 
settlement  of  the  question.  He  would  at 
once  state,  that,  immediately  after  the  pre- 
sent (fovernment  had  been  apfiointed  to 
office,  they  took  the  subjvct  into  tlivir 
consideration  with  the  view  to  its  settle- 
ment. As  to  the  su{[gcstion  of  the  hon. 
Genileman,  that  it  was  deiirable  that  a 
select  committee  should  be  appointed,  to 
alluw  Knglish  gentlemen  to  obtain  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  he  would  only 
observe,  that  there  were  ample  sources  of 
inftirmation  without  retortinc^  to  such  a 
means  of  obtaining  it.  If  any  hon.  Gen- 
tleman wiihcd  to  get  information  on  this 
subject,  he  might,  after  reeding  the  full 


and  learned  judgments  belbra  the  Cent 
of  Session,  and  the  argamenis  and 
ments  in  the  House  of  Lords,  take  wp 
multitudinous  pamphlets  written  on 
subject,  and  then  he  believed  tbmt  he 
find  ample  sources  of  infonnation* 
a  similar  proposition  as  ike  preaeMt 
made  to  the  noble  Viscoani  the  tela ' 
of  the  Government,  be  did  not  acqi 
in  the  proposition,  but  said  that  it 
the  Government  to  determioo  wl 
time  had  arrived  for  legislatKM,  aad  Im 
distinctly  refused  to  transfer  the  datiM  of 
the  Government  to  a  select  comaiittM.  If 
the  matter  was  referred  to  such  a  thb«Md, 
witnesses  would  be  called  ap,  who  wwild 
make  charges  of  criminatioo  and  vacriHi* 
nation,  and  the  result  would  only  tend  to 
prolong  the  unfortunate  diisensioai 
now  existed  in  Scotland.  If  the  right 
Gentleman  saw  any  chance  of  qwi 


the  disputes  in  the  Scotch  chsteh,  «hw 
not  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpoeof  l( 
in  the  present  temper  of  Scotland,  ho  wm 
any  opportunity  for  the  adjastmeni  of  iho 
question,  why  not  bring  in  a  meoaum  far 
its  settlement?  If  he  thought  a  hill  trnvrng 
upon  just  principles  woold  ba  accepioo, 
would  it  not  be  better  to  bring  aoch  m 
measure  forward,  and  submit  it  to  the 
temperate  discussion  of  Parliansenl, 
than  bring  up  the  contending 
London,  and  enter  into  long  detaib 
counter-statements  on  either  aide  of 
question?  He  had  no  other  motivi 
taking  the  course  he  was  adopting 
the  settlement  of  the  question.  Its 
ment  would  be  a  relief  to  Govcra 
He  believed  that  the  appointneat  of  a 
committee  could  produce  no  aataalaetafy 
result.  It  would  widen  instead  of  Iwaliay 
those  breaches  which  already  aakaapBy 
existed.  He  knew  that,  if  he  caiae  do«a 
to  the  House  and  said  that  he  had 
to  propose  on  the  question,  but  that 
hoped  the  House  would  assist  bias  hf 
means  of  a  committee  in  acqairing  that 
information  on  which  he  might  faaad  a 
measure,  he  knew  that  were  ha  to  da 
he  would  he  told  that  he  waa  not 
as  a  minister  or  a  statesman  ought  10 
and  he  felt,  therefore,  that  as  he  coald 
agree  to  adopt  such  a  course  hiniieif,  ha 
could  nut  acquiesce  in  it  when 
by  another.  He  hoped  that  the 
would  pause;  he  hoped  that  the 
would  look  to  the  practicable 
which  could  be  expected  to  foUovAoM 
the  adopiioa  of  the  propoaitaaa 
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in  the  molion  before  ill  nolin,  before  it 
gate  that  propotilioo  iu  wncttoD. 

Mr.  Fox  Mauie  taid,  that  then  had 
exiiied  no  reasonable  gronnda  for  hoping 
thai  any  meaiure  whieh  vould  have  the 
effect  of  pertnansnlly  lettling  the  diacoa- 
■lon,  conid  be  carried  through  when  be 
traa  in  office. 

Air.  CampbtU  laid,  be  would  only  d«- 
uin  the  Hoau  while  he  read  B*e  lines  of 
B  letter  be  had  recei?ed  from  s  clergyman 
of  the  Scotch  church,  proving  ibe  iolerest 
taken  by  the  people  of  Scotland  in  the 
ioccesa  of  bis  motion.  The  letter  stated, 

"  Yonr  motion  ii  looked  fbnnrd  to  with  tlie 
tiraatnl  intereit  by  STerr  friend  of  the  church, 
and  1  GSD  odIj  My,  God  ipetd  you." 

This  was  the  alleged  dismay  with  which 
his  motion  had  been  receiied  by  the  people 
of  Scotland.  The  ptrty  whose  cause  he 
advocated  did  not  shan  intjuiry ;  they 
courted  investigttion,  for  their  cause  was 
the  cause  of  truth.  He  did  not  bring  for- 
ward  a  bill  upon  the  subject,  because  he 
did  not  belicTe  that  it  would  experience 
fair  treatment.  What  he  wished  for  was 
a  patieol  investigation  into  the  merits  of 
the  ()uestioQ  in  the  calm  of  a  committee 
room,  and  he  thought  that  the  agreement 
of  the  (lonie  to  his  proposition  would  be 
only  doing  justice  to  the  people  of  Scot- 
land and  to  itself. 

The  House  divided  —  Ajtt  62 ;  Noes 
139:  Majority  77. 
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The  Truck  Ststeh.]  Mr.  Ferrand 
rOK,  in  pureusDce  or  a  notice  which  Ite  had 
given.  HebeggedtOMvafewmirdirelative 
to  a  decUration  which  an  hon.  Member, 
whom  he  did  not  then  lee  in  hit  place,  had 
lately  alluded  to  in  that  Houte.  The  decla- 
ration had  been  itated  by  that  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  emanate  from  Mancheiter,  and  to  be 
signed  by  •cvenly-two  manuracturert  re- 
aiding  there,  who  were  aubfcnben  to  (he 
Anti-Corn-law  League,  who  in  that  docu- 
ment denied  that  they  had  employed  the 
truck  tyslero  in  the  payment  or  the  wages 
of  their  workpeople,  or  that  they  paid 
them  through  any  other  medium  than  the 
current  roin  of  the  realm.  Now  he  begged 
diitinclly  to  itate,  that  the  hon.  Member 
bad  been  mott  Tully  deceived  in  the  repre- 
ientationi  which  had  been  made  with 
reference  to  thii  declaration.  Instead  of 
thoae  BCTenty-lwo  aignalurca  being  the 
aignaturei  of  (c*cnly-two  manufacturer! 
reiidin^  at  Mancheiter,  they  were  the 
aignaturei  not  only  not  of  perions  reiiding 
at  Mancheiter,  but  of  pcrioni  who  were 
many  of  them  not  roanufaciurcri  at  all. 
The  firit  name  on  the  litt  wai  the  name 
of  a  man  who  had  been  proved  to  have 
paid  hi)  workpeojile  in  milk,  and  who  had 
■l>o  been  convicted  of  gross  tyranny  to- 
wards his  workiwople.  In  tli:tt  list,  too, 
were  the  names  of  live  foreigner*.  Now, 
what  right  had  those  foreigners  to  come 
over  here  and  subscribe  to  a  fund  which 
was  raiiL-d  for  the  purpose  of  stirring  up 
exciteuunl,  selling  class  against  class,  and 
giving  supffort  to  a  party  which  already 
was  cndearoaring  to  overawL'  the  (iovrrn- 
meut.^  The«c  pirsoits  ought  to  be  aware, 
that  by  Cuming  over  here  and  carrying  on 
llieir  business,  they  were  depriving  the 
llrilish  merchants  u(  ihtir  market;  and 
because  our  merchants  did  not  with  to 
dispute  the  right  of  these  foreigners  to 
punu*  ibtir  trocaliooi  here,  therefore  thej 


{COMMONS}  TheTnekSfilam.         6M 

ought  to  remember  the  forbawaBM  wUA 
was  shown,  and  abatain  from  pracaadiapi 
like  those  with  which  ha  dinad  ikam. 
He  was  quite  sure  that,  if  nalmt  of  lUi 
country  went  abroad  and  inlirfarad  n 
these  foreigners  had  dooe,  ihcy  waM 
speedily  come  under  the  opantioa  of  ik 
laws  of  the  couQtries  when  ihq  midi^ 
and  be  obliged  to  leave.  H«  piBH^rf,  te 
the  name  of  the  workpoopk  m  the  North 
of  England,  in  the  namt  of  iMtin  «ii 
decency,  agtinit  th«K  procaedinfa.  Ite 
House,  he  wu  sure,  wonld  virit  villi  aoa> 
dign  punishment  peitons  prevod  la  to 
guilty  of  the  oBeiiees  of  which  he  ea^ 
plained,  and  as  ha  was  k  livinf  ■■■  to 
lid  use  every  effort  to  act  a    ' 


merited  punishment  inRictad.  Hotonil 
to  read  a  circular,  which  waa  dtlcd  "  ■■■• 
Chester,  March  5,  1842,"  and  wu  iipirf 
'<  J.  Higgins,  secretary."  The  paiM*  ate 
signed  this  letter  was  the  secraian  of  Aa 
branch  of  the  National  Anti-Oons  km 
League  established  at  HaocbMtcr,  aal 
the  circular  was  forwarded  to  iba  a 
of  the  League.  The  latter  wis  aa 
lows:^ 

"  Dear  Sir,— It  has  been  saggettad  ll 
declaration  by  the  workmen  on  each  aatal 
luent  wouli)  Icud  lo  complete  iha  czpi 
or  Mr.  Kerrand's  charges;  and  as  a  discw 


(lie  WL-ck,  it  might  be  well  to  diiaot 
men  or  worki  lo  obtain  declaralioiis 
a  few  uf  llie  meu,  on  behalf  of  die 
lo  TuTward  iliem  to  us  at  iba 


wbahw^ 


"  Now  where  are  those  declaralJBBa P 
exclaimed  the  hon.  Member.  **  Hasa 
they  a|ipL'ared !— ihcy  have  BOl;  and  wtot 
is  the  leaEion  '—because  the  workiacaM 
have  at  last  ihown  a  proper  spirit,  ^tof 
iiavc  found  that  there  has  been  a  Ual 
fietiiiE;  cipressed  towards  thesi  in  llni 
ilouK— they  have,  many  of  ibm,  wrillM 
to  me,  telling  me  so — thej  ban  iihdliJ 
against  the  attempt  lo  maka  tbaa  «|b 
what  ihcy  knew  to  be  false.  Thii  I  oB 
prove  bcfoie  any  committee  (btt  awj  to 
appuintcd.  They  have  had  too  bmA 
ri'spcci  fur  ihcmselves,  and  the  psHtiaa 
lliey  hold,  even  as  poor  working  maat 
Ihtry  wuuld  nut  sign  the  rl  r  rlanitii— , 
wliich  have  not,  therefore,  been  pcCM  ~  * 
.\nd  if  ihey  had  been  presented,  1  d 
have  been  ready  for  yon.  Yoa  riaaW 
move  an  inch  without  my  being  laadj  !• 
neel  jou ;  tod  in  n  wij,  pmlp,  }gj| 
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ma;  not  be  aware  of.  I  have  received 
another  lelUr :  lUteti  as  I  read  it,  and  uy 
if  there  ever  waa— in  a  country  prnfeMiog 
iiieir  the  land  of  liberty— lacb  a  lyslem 
of  fraud  and  tjraooy  towards  the  poor  a> 
that  which  I  am  exposing.  This  ii  from  a 
oor  working  man  : — 
"  A  suttment  was  put  into  nyhands(which 
1  eocloM)  from  one  who  bold*  s  slaiion  in  a 
coiton-Biill,  which  envies  hicn  lo  know  that 
men  *re  compelled  lo  lign  declBrmtioui  known 
to  be  false.  Voui  eipoiurei,  Sii,  have  driven 
the  grinding  Anti-Com-lsw  l.eagucn  frantic, 
as  ihejf  know  evcTy  charge  vou  have  brought 
aftainst  ihem  to  be  true.  Your  exhibitioni  of 
ihtiir  fraud  and  tyrannj  have  delighted  work* 
ing  men  of  all  politics,  foi  Ibej'  know  bow  well 
founded  tbejr  are  ;  and  tliejr  have  gone  far  to 
abolish  the  infamous  truck  system,  which  is  so 
Dolotious  that  the  only  wonder  is,  how  Mem- 
bers can  be  hardy  enough  to  deny  it." 

I  have  a  further  letter  lo  read,  still 
further  eipoiing  thii  accursed  system, 
which  prevails  to  a  frightful  extent,  and 
hu  been  carried  on  by  men  holding  ■ 
situation  in  society  which  ought  to  have 
made  them  athamied  of  inch  disgraceful 
proceedings.  And  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  repeating,  that  it  is  my  determination 
fearlessly,  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  to  do 
my  utmost  to  ferret  otit  the  whole  of  this 
cruel,  abominable  tyranny,  which  ii  prac- 
tised upon  the  working  classes.  I  care 
not  by  whom — I  care  not  to  what  party  the 
guilty  may  belong — 1  have  but  one  course, 
a  fair  and  open  one,  to  pursue ;  that  is,  to 
search  out  with  determined  retalnlion,  as 
an  independent  Member — to  search  out 
and  expose  this  system;  and  when  the 
day  comes,  after  Easter,  when  I  shall 
move  for  the  committee  of  inquiry,  backed 
by  the  enormous  mass  of  evidence  which 
1  sm  daily  receiving;  and  when  before 
that  committee  there  sball  come  out  all 
the  robberies,  and  plunders,  and  oppres- 
sions which  have  been  and  are  perpe- 
trated on  the  manufacturing  workmen, 
the  complaiots  of  these  nnfortunate  men 
will  fina  ■  reapoDse,  Dot  only  within 
these  walla,  but  tbroughont  the  country, 
Sir,  a  magisbrUe  of  Lancashire  writes  to 
me  ihna  ;— 

"  A  friend  begs  lo  atats  a  few  bcis.  A  great 
many  coovktioiis  have  taken  place  in  this  dis- 
trict within  a  vary  ihort  penod  for  a  ue  of  Ibe 
truck  lyitem.  At  one  village,  where  flannel* 
are  made,  lach  is  the  axieut  lo  which  it  is 
carried,  thai  a  man  ha*  been  known  to  go  to  a 
barber  with  a  piece  of  candle  instesd  of  a 
penny,  not  bavbg  even  tbat  susll  emn  in  hi* 
posMuloD,    It  is  bopsd,  that  in  order  to  k 


complete  exposure  of  these  practieaSf  a  con- 
tuiitee  of  iD(]uiry  may  be  sppointed.'' 

I  have,  Sir,  another  letter  from  Chorley, 
trhere  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport's 
works  are  situated,  and  wbero  he  must 
have  known,  when  the  other  night  he  so 
loudly  denied  the  charges  made,  that  the 
tDsnufaclnrers  were  robbing  their  men 
most  i&famooily.    The  writer  says,— 

"Tbc  magiitnles  have  convicted  some  of 
ike  chief  manufactureis  here  in  penallies  lo 
the  amount  of  SSf.  for  robbing  Iheir  woik> 
[leopla  by  paying  them  in  goods  instead  of 

The  other  night,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Siockport  ssidibe  bad  inquired  whether  in 
his  mill*  or  "  printing  works"  the  truck 
gystein  prevailed,  and  that  ha  had  found 
it  did  not,  whereu  the  bet  was,  that  the 
hon.  Member  himself  kept  cow*,  and 
Ibrced  his  people  to  buy  milk  from  him. 
Sir,  after  the  siatementi  I  have  made,  I 
am  sure  every  one  will  see  the  proprieiy  of 
facilitating  the  inquiry  by  furnishing  the 
returns  for  which  I  beg  to  move — 

Copy  of  all  the  convictions  in  the  counties 
af  York  and  Lancaster  by  magistrate*  in 
pelty  sessions  auembled,  of  peraon*  who  hava 
been  guilty  of  illegally  psymg  the  vrages  of 
work-people  in  good*,  instead  of  the 
ol  coin  of^  the  realm,  since  the  Isi  of 
January,  1S35,  contrary  to  tbe  proviiionsof 
ibe  Act  1st  sod  3nd  William  A,  c.  3T. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Adjourned. 
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(te  NatioMi  SyitMi  of  Mucatioa  la  Iwliil  Df  Mr. 
Colville.  ftom  Uw  Clngy  of  Derby,  for  llie  Equal  Rttiac 
of  Ecdctiaftkal  and  Smdar  Hoperty.— By  Mr.  C.  Bald- 
wan,  fhMB  •evMil  Milksh  afilaat  tbt  propiMwt  Duty  on 
fbrcign  Floui.— By  Mr.  Rcadc.  flpom  Kilkenny,  in  fiivour 
oC  the  Importadon  of  Gnia  Imland  at  Mod  and  Floiir. 
— ^  an  ban.  Mcoter,  fton  Cmdwalam  Waid,  far  n»> 
(kmptlQOQf  Cht  ToUaon  Watarbo  Brklgcw— Fum  Wick, 
for  Uaivtnri  Suflkage^-^Fram  the  Corponttiaa  at  South- 
ampCfln*  in  flivoot  et  Oonmy  Ooiifti*— Ftan  Stiatfotd* 
upon-Avon.  and  NoCttn^iaini  fsr  Attention  of  the  Pmv- 
bwi.— From  Cloooiniy,  for  Abolition  of  the  Dvty  on 
Foreifn  Boir^— From  Authon,  BookacOcn,  and  otben. 
In  ftvonr  of  tht  Copyzigbt  BUL 

The  Income  Tax— PiNtioirt— Her 
Majesty.]  Mr.  MUmer  Gib$on  believed 
that  he  had  the  permission  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  Uie  head  of  her  Majes- 
ty's GoTernment  to  repeat  a  question 
which  he  had  already  put.  It  was*  whe- 
ther it  were  (he  intention  of  Government 
to  extend  the  Income-tax  to  persons  re- 
ceiving annuities  from  the  consolidated 
fund,  under  the  operation  of  particular 
acts  of  Parliament? 

Sir  Robert  Pe$l  apprehended  that  the 
measure  which  he  had  proposed  subiected 
to  the  Income  tax  all  salaries  and  all  an- 
nuities, received  by  any  of  the  subjects  of 
her  Majesty ;  all  incomes,  however,  paid 
out  of  the  consolidated  fund  woulu  be 
subject  to  a  reduction  of  the  duty  of  3 
per  cent.  He  would  take  this  opportu- 
nity of  making  a  communication,  which 
be  was  suro  would  be  received  with  much 
satisfaction  by  the  House.  When,  on 
the  part  uf  the  Government,  he  had  inti- 
mated to  her  Majesty,  that  her  servants 
were  of  opinion  tliat  the  financial  diflicul- 
ties  uf  the  country  were  such  as  to  make 
it  desirable  to  submit,  althouf^h  in  tine  of 
peace,  the  incomes  of  her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects for  a  limited  period  to  a  tax  uf  3 
per  cent.,  her  Majesty,  prompted  by  those 
feelings  of  deep  and  affectionate  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  her  people  which  she  had 
ever  manifested,  sUted  to  him  that  if  the 
financial  condition  of  the  country  was 
such  that*  io  a  time  of  peace,  Parliament 
should  think  it  necessary  to  subject  all 
incomes  to  a  certain  charge,  it  was  her  de- 
termination that  her  own  income  should 
be  subjected  to  a  similar  burden. 

Mr.  Ricardo  asked  whether  incomes 
derived  from  terminable  annuities  woald 
be  subjected  to  the  same  rate  of  taxation 
at  income  derived  from  permanent  an- 
nuities. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  begged  the  question 
mif^ht  be  dtlerrcd  until  Friday,  when  the 
subject  would  como  on  for  discuuion  re- 
gttlarlj.    U  wu  Boi  that  he  had  any 


doubt  with  reference  to  the 
he  should  give,  but  it  waa  e 
nient  course  cootiooaHy  to  dm' 
tention  of  Government  Io 
strictly  befiDre  it. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Caledoviav  Cavau]  Mr.& 
said,  that  on  e  pfeviooe  oeeaa 
right  hon.  Baronet  oppoMte  had 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  aebail  iha 
report  of  Sir  Edward  Perry  epoo  tha  Oi* 
ledonial  Canal  to  a  committee.  U| 
looking  to  the  papers  of  the  HoMBt 
ever,  he  found  no  notice  of  ooy 
committee  being  likely  to  he 
As  the  recess  was  drawieg  eeert 
the  committee  in  qnestwn  ahoiikl  ho 
appointed,  he  feared  that  the  gpdIeoC 
ccr's  labours  would  have  but  a  verj  eeny 
result.  He  was  afraid  that  the  n|M  hoo. 
Baronet  opposite  would  think  ihel  oa 
matters  of  minor  importanee  aoeh  fne> 
tions  were  not  a  little  troubleeoflMth«l  Ao 
great  anxiety  felt  in  the  North  of 
that  the  matter  shoeld  he  decided  ia 
way  or  another  warranted  hia  io 
the  matter  on  the  atteniran  of 
ment.  His  question  was 
right  hon.  Baronet  intended  to 
committee  before  Easter? 

Sir  R.  Peel  ooold  assora  the 
Gentleman  that  be  considered  the 
to  which  his  questkin  had  refareoee  M  bf 
no  means  one  of  minor  inportaoeob  m 
had  seen  the  names  of  the  guotlaow  fe^ 
posed  to  form  the  committee  opeo  peaevp 
and  he  really  thought  that  the  oolieo  hoi 
been  given.  He  saw  no  reaaoo  why  il 
shouki  not  be  given  for  to-OMmov. 


Prison  Disci flutx.]  Mr.  O^i 
wished  to  make  e  few  reonrka  oo 
thing  which  bad  last  night  falleo 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretory  lor 
Home  Departmenty  io  vindieetteg  tho 
conduct  or  the  rev.  Mr.  Bagahewo.  A 
demand  bad  been  made  by  o 
prisoner  for  a  prieet,  and  the  q 
to  what  he  wished  lo  have  hia 
for  was  discussed  between  the 
the  chaplain,  who  come  lo  tho 
that  the  prisoner  wished  for  tho  piieel  to 
assist  him  in  condoctinf  hit  defcoeo  i 
request  for  his  attendance  was 
rejected.  On  looking  over  the^  eel  of 
liament,  he  found  no  such 
power,  as  had  bo  I  i  e 
tnifted  10  either  c  r 
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act  stipulated  that  if  a  reqoett  shoold  be 
made  by  a  Catholic  pritoner  for  the  at- 
tendance of  a  priest,  it  should  be  granted. 
It  would,  however,  appear  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  vindicated  the  conduct 
of  the  clergyman  alluded  to. 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  that,  admitting 
the  statute  to  run  as  the  hon.  Member  had 
construed  it,  yet  that  the  case  alluded  to 
did  not  come  within  the  limits  of  those 
provisions  which  it  was  alleged  had  been 
violated.  He  understood  that  the  prisoner 
had  refused  to  comply  with  the  general 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  gaol. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Charges  against  Manufacturers 
—THE  Truck  System.]  Mr.  FUliers 
said,  that  not  having  precisely  understood 
the  rule  the  Speaker  had  laid  down  the 
other  evening  with  respect  to  persons  out 
of  this  House  noticing  what  bad  been  said 
by  Members  in  the  House,  he  wished  to 
know  whether  in  the  present  case  he  was 
in  order.  If  he  understood  the  Speaker,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that  persons 
out  of  the  House  were  not  entitled  in  any 
statement  they  might  submit  to  tlie  House 
to  comment  upon  or  answer  any  charges 
affecting  them  made  by  any  Member  of 
the  House.  The  House  would  remem- 
ber that  the  question  arose  upon  certain 
manufacturers  and  others  in  Lancashire, 
charged  with  certain  practioet  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Knaiesborough,  denying 
the  truth  of  bis  statements.  Since  that  time, 
and  late  last  evening,  during  his  absence 
from  the  House,  the  same  hon.  Member, 
as  he  was  informed,  had  repeated  some  of 
the  same  charges  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  uttered  before.  Now  he  wished  to 
know  whether,  as  the  hon.  Member  had 
been  suffered  to  make  such  statements,  he 
might  read  the  notice  of  hit  speech  by  the 
woollen  manafacturers  residing  in  York- 
shire in  the  precise  places  where  the  hon. 
Member  had  brought  his  accusations, 
denying  evervthing  that  the  Hon.  Member 
had  sakl'with  regard  to  themf  He  had 
declarationa  to  this  effect  now  in  his  hand, 
and  he  wished  to  know  if  he  were  pre- 
cluded by  the  miea  of  the  House  from 
reading  them. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  each  a  proceed- 
ing would  be  irregular. 

Mr.  Viliiert  said,  they  certainly  con- 
tained a  reference  to  the  hon.  Member's 
speech,  as  the  charges  were  contained  in 
tnat  speech.    He  wished  now  to  know 


whether,  upon  any  future  occasion,  or 
upon  any  other  motion,  he  should  bo 
allowed  to  submit  them  to  the  House  ? 

The  l^peaker  said,  that  the  only  way  in 
which  sucb  a  denial  could  be  made,  was 
either  in  moving  for  a  committee  upon  the 
subject,  or  in  examinations  before  that 
committee. 

Mr.  Ferrand  said,  that  if  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  would  publish 
to  the  world  the  names  of  the  whole  of  the 
members  of  the  Anti-Corn-law  League,  it 
would  soon  be  discovered  who  did,  and 
who  did  not,  pursue  the  truck  system. 

Mr.  V%UUr$  said,  that  the  boo.  Member 
must  see  that  he  could  not  give  the  hon. 
Member  a  list  of  the  Aoti-Com-law 
League.  He  was  not  aware  who  were 
members  of  it.  He  bad  onlv  received  the 
statements  of  many  of  that  body  denying 
the  statements  of  the  hon.  Membsr,  and  be 
certainly  had  seen  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  truth  of  what  they  said  respecting 
themselves. 

Mr.  Cobden  wished  to  ask  a  question  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Knaresborough,  with 
reference  to  what  had  fallen  from  him  last 
night.  The  hon.  Member  was  reported  in 
the  Tinui  to  have  said,  *'  The  other  night, 
the  Member  for  Stockport  said  ho  had 
inquired  whether,  in  his  mills  or  *  printing- 
works/  the  truck  system  prevailed^  and 
that  he  had  found  that  it  did  not— whereas, 
the  fact  was,  that  the  hon.  Member  him- 
self kept  cows,  and  forced  his  people  to 
boy  milk  from  them."  He  wbhed  to  know 
whether  the  hon.  Member  br  Knares- 
borough charged  him  with  the  tmck 
system  ? 

Mr.  Femmd  said,  that  what  he  had  uid 
was,  that  he  did  not  know  whether  the 
boo.  Member  for  Stockport  was  in  his 
place,  but  if  he  was,  would  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber deny  that  be  kept  cows,  and  supplied 
the  people  with  nilk  from  them,  deducting 
the  amount  from  their  wages  ? 

Mr  Cobden:  Does  the  hon.  Member 
charge  me  with  pursuing  the  truck* 
system  ? 

Mr.  Ferrand  had  said  <<  Would  thehon 
Member  deny  it  T  If  he  dki,  it  was  his 
duty  to  take*  that  denial ;  but  he  woold 
give  his  reasons  for  having  asked  the  ques- 
tion, and  his  authority  for  having  done 

so. 

Mr.  Cobden  hoped  that  the  House  wouU 
give  him  credit  for  not  wishing  to  intro- 
duce personal  discussion  into  its  debates. 
It  seemed  to  htm  dutt  tbo  statement  wUdi 
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had  gone  tbroad  in  the  "  Times'*  as  a  diarge 
against  him  was  withdrawn.  He  was  not, 
therefore,  directly  called  upon  to  answer 
it,  hut  he  would  treat  it  as  a  charge  made 

X'nst  him  last  niffht  which  was  not 
sred  to  to-day.  It;  however,  the  House 
would  allow  hun,  he  would  state  a  few 
facts  in  reference  to  the  business  with 
which  he  was  connected.  That  business 
could  not  be  carried  on  without  the  con- 
sumption of  large  quantities  of  cow-dung 
He  was  now  letting  the  hon.  Member  for 
Knaresborough  into  the  arcana  of  the 
calico  printing  trade.  As  many  hundred 
tons  of  dung  were  used  in  this  trade,  it  was 
necessary  for  manufacturers  to  keep  great 
numbers  of  cows.  Now,  it  so  happened 
that  his  printing  work  being  situated  close 
to  a  town,  it  was  found  more  convenient 
to  buy  the  requisite  quantity  of  dung  than 
to  keep  cows,  and  therefore  the  insinuations 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Knaresborough 
were  not  only  untrue,  but  destitute  of  the 
sliadow  of  a  foundation.  If  the  House 
would  allow  him,  he  would  remind  it  that 
those  charges  were  evidently  got  up  for 
the  purpose  of  distracting  the  attention  of 
the  public  from  a  great  and  im|xirtant 
question.  He  must  confess  that  he  did 
not  understand  how  the  alleged  misconduct 
of  mill-owners  and  manufacturers  could 
properly  form  a  part  of  discussions  on  the 
Corn-laws.  If  tt  was  true,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Knaresbon>ugh  had  stated, 
that  the  master  manufacturers  were  tyrants 
to  their  workmen,  that  could  be  no  reason 
why  tlieir  sufferings  should  be  added  to  by 
increasing  the  price  of  food. 

Mr.  &*.  H'orlUy  rose  to  order.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  was  not  in  order  in 
entering  into  the  Corn-law  question.  He 
should  confine  liimsclf  to  the  charge  brought 
against  him. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  question 
before  the  house  was  that  tlie  tmler  of  the 
day  be  now  read.  lion.  Members  ought 
not  to  wander  from  it. 

Mr.  CchdcH  did  not  feel  that  he  was 
intruding  upon  the  House.  He  had  tried 
to  avoid  iwnonalities.  He  had  biimc 
much  from  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
He  had  borne  it  because  he  knew  thai  the 
annoyance  was  part  of  a  system  to  lead 
attention  away  from  a  great  question  re- 
cently before  the  House.  He  was  not 
afraid  to  meet  the  htm.  Member  fur 
Knarcsborouch  on  queMions  uf  perscmal 
character.  If  this  I  louse  was  to  he  made 
an  arena  for  the  discussion  of  questions  of 
lodal  idations  between  Cathers  and  sons. 


nftht 


brothers  and  sisters,  napbawa  ad 
masters  and  servants,  or  bctistiaB  B^ri^ 
hour  and  neighbour,  he    would    ■■!    ■■ 
ashamed  to  enter   into   mdi    dii 
Nay,  he  challenged  the  hon.  Meal 
He  had  always  studied  to  avoid 
alities,  but  if  charoes  were  to  ba 
against  him  he  shouU  meet  the 
who  brought  them  forward  on  1117 
which  he  wished.    He  repeated 
char^    were    only    attempts 

?ublic    attention    from   a 
Ion.     Members   charved 
with  being  tyrants  to  their 
did  not  stand  there  as  an  advoeale  fiv 
indiscriminate  defence.    There 
and  bad  mill-owncrt  and 
as  there  were  good  and  bad  of  all 
but  that  was  no  reason  ibr      _ 
them  as  a  class;  and  even  althondh 
were  all,  without  exception,  bad*  suQ  1 
again,  was  no  reason  for  taxing  Ike 
man's    loaf.     The    great    queitil 
which  attention  was  sought  te  be 
was  that    attacking  com    and 
monopoly — attacking  the 
people's  bread  ;  and,  when  it 
to    divert    public    attention    fi 
grievances^  by  talking  of  *'  deriTa 
and  the  enormities  of  the  mani  ' 
such  subjects    of    discussion 
unworthy  of  the  House. 

Mr.  iV.  IVorlley  said,  there 
in  the  House  more  averse  te  the 
duction  of  personal  altercation 
was,  but  with  respect  to  the  ckem  ef 
the  hon.  Member  tor  Km 
must  be  bonie  in  mind»  that 
hon.  Gentleman  undcrtocA  to 
the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Afllk 
Com  Jaw  League  were  obnoxiona  Id  dMe 
imputations,  he  was  only  foUowlag  flB 
example  set  him  by  the  hon. 
opposite.  Whatever  might  be  Ae 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ki 
he  (Mr.  S.  Wortley)  would  at 
and  he  thought  that  the  m^oritT  of  titt 
House  would  agree  with  him  in  the 
tion — that  charoes  against  hia 
did  not  come  with  very  good 
the  hon.  Cientleman  opposite, 
taken  so  violent  a  part  in  the  < 
the  league.  With  respect  to  fSm 
Member  for  Stocaport,  could  the 
forget  the  language  which  he  bed_ 
last  Session,  while  addresnng  the 
uiH)n  the  agricultural  interest? 
Htiuse  would  not  forget  the  terms 
stent,  and   tyrants,  and   demons^* 
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of  their  legislation.]  He  tpoke  of  the 
•mcultural  claMes  coliectiyely ;  he  ipoke 
of  the  landowners  interposing  like  monsters 
hetween  the  people  and  their  prosperity. 
And  when  such  language  was  made  use  of 
on  that  side  of  the  House— when  such 
sentiments  were  promulgated  in  other  parts 
of  the  country—when  such  Tiolent  and 
rancorous  descriptions  were  given,  could 
the  Member  for  Stockport  be  so  simple  as 
to  suppose  that  abuse  of  this  kind  could  be 
made  use  of  by  persons  in  his  station  with- 
out being  necessarily  folbwed  by  retri- 
bution— that  retribution  which  had  de- 
scended upon  its  author  in  this  House? 
Uliatever  might  be  the  justice  of  the  cause 
the  hon.  Member  for  Knaresborough  ad- 
vocated, however  severe  the  criticism  which 
might  be  made  on  some  of  the  observations 
of  that  Gentleman,  he  did  say  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stockport  was  the  last 
person  in  the  world  who  was  justi6ed  in 
attacking  the  hon.  Member. 

Viscount  Howick  would  have  taken  no 
part  in  the  present  discussion,  had  it  not 
been  for  some  remarks  which  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down.  He  could  not  help  expressing  his 
surprise,  nay,  his  deep  regret,  that  a  gen- 
tleman for  whom  he  entertained  so  much 
respect  should  come  forward  in  that  House, 
and  endeavour  to  defend  the  employment 
in  its  debates  of  those  gross  personalities 
which  had  been,  in  his  opinion,  so  mis- 
chievously introduced.  The  hon.  Member 
said,  that,  without  pretending  to  justify  the 
tone  of  the  observations  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Knaresborough— for  he  was  hardly 
prepared  to  do  Ubat-^yet  that  he  was  not 
surprised  at  them,  in  consequence  of  the 
provocation  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Knaresborough  had  received  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  and  particularly  on  the 
part  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport. 
Now  he  would  refer  to  the  speeches  made 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Knaresborough,  and  also  to  the  charges 
brought  against  that  class  of  persons  in- 
terested in  land.  He  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stockport  in  disapproving 
of  those  wholesale  chsrges  with  respect  to 
any  clans  of  men  ;  he  disapproved  of  those 
insinuations  whidi  had  been  thrown  out  by 
the  Anti-Corn  League.  He  believed  that 
the  course  adopted  by  that  body  had  mate- 
rially injured  the  cause  to  which  it  was 
attached — the  cause  of  effecting  a  material 
improvement  in  the  laws  regulating  the 
importation  of  foreign  com.  But  he  would 
point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  who  had 


just  sat  down,  and  to  the  House,  the  ma^ 
nifest  differences  between  charges  bcought 
against  a  dass— charges,  however  improper, 
aSecting  their  conduct  as  a  public  body, 
and  charges  applied  to  individuals  pointed 
out  by  name^  or  indicated  by  allusjon— 
charges  applied  to  particular  persons,  not 
only  of  misconduct,  but  of  gross  infraction 
of  the  law.  He  was  sure  that  nothing 
could  be  more  injurious  than  the  introduce 
tion  of  such  topics  in  that  House — nothing 
so  little  likely  to  tend  to  a  calm  oonsidem- 
tion  of  the  subjects  which  came  before  its 
notice ;  but  he  agreed  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport  that  there  was  a  still 
greater  error  on  the  part  of  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  when  they 
attempted,  by  means  of  personality,  to  lead 
away  attention  from  a  great  measure.  He 
would  not  have  said  a  word  upon  the  sub- 
ject had  it  not  been  for  what  had  fallen 
from  his  hon.  Friend  opposite;  but  after 
having  heard  the  sentiments  which  he  had 
given  utterance  to,  he  found  it  impossible 
for  him  to  refrain  from  expressing  the  dif- 
ference which  existed  between  their  opin- 
ions on  the  subject.  He  thought  that  the 
personalities  which  had  been  used  with  re* 
spect  to  the  manu&cturers  oould  not  be 
justified,  and  could  not  be  palliated,  because 
they  were  of  a  different  diameter  fiom 
those  brought  against  landowners.  He 
trusted  that  there  would  be  in  future  an 
absence  of  all  reference  to  similar  per- 


Mr.  Ferrand  said,  that  the  House  would 
remember  what  the  hon.  Member  for  Stock* 
port  had  declared,  that  the  Corn-laws  were 
the  cause  of  the  distress  of  the  working 
classes.  During  the  last  recess  it  had  been 
his  lot,  and  his  privilege,  to  have  had  many 
conferences  with  the  working  men  in  his 
part  of  the  country.  He  had  oommtraad 
with  deputations  sent  from  the  West  Rid- 
ing of  Yorkshire,  and  all  those  persons 
di^inctly  stated  that  the  distress  was  occa- 
sioned not  by  the  Corn-laws,  but  by  the 
tyranny,  the  oppression,  and  the  plundering 
of  the  master  manufacturers.  He  haa 
stood  up  in  his  place,  and  said  so ;  and  in 
this  matter  he  had  used  the  argumenium  ad 
hominem.  He  had  done  it.  He  had  also 
been  prepared  to  give  evidence  in  support 
of  his  assertions;  and  though  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  had  stated  that  he 
spoke  on  anonymous  authority,  he  oould 
prove  all  he  had  said,  and  would  prove  it 
when  a  committee  was  given  him  for  the 
purpose. 

Mr.  rUliers  said,  that  he  hoped  he 
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House  woald  remember  UiAt  he  had  only 
been  precluded  by  the  foniit  of  the  House 
from  reediog  «  most  complete  denial  of  the 
hon.  Member's  statements,  coming  from 
Bingley  and  other  places  in  the  hon.  Mem« 
bar's  immediate  neighbourhood. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

CopTRiOHT  OP  Dksions.]]  Mr.  £. 
Tenneni  rose  to  moTe  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  for  eonsolidating  and  amending 
the  laws  relating  to  oopjrright  in  designs 
for  ornamenting  articles  of  manufacture* 
It  was  now  the  third  Session  in  which  he 
had  liod  the  honour  to  submit  a  measure 
on  tlie  subject,  and  as  there  was  a  large 
proportion  of  the  Members  of  the  House 
who  liod  not  had  seau  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, and  consequently  were  not  aware  of 
what  had  already  passed  upon  the  matter, 
and  as  some  opposition  was  threatened  to 
the  bill,  he  hoped  he  would  be  favoured 
with  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few 
moments,  whilst  he  endeavoured  very 
briefly  to  explain  its  scope  and  objects. 
There  were  in  this  and  in  every  other 
country  which  aspired  to  refinement  two 
branches  of  art,  distinct  in  tticir  applica- 
tion, though  essentially  itlentical  in  their 
origin  —  namely,  art  pre-eminently  so 
called,  as  in  a  statue  or  a  (ncture,  where 
the  value  of  the  material  was  comparatively 
nothing,  and,  apart  from  its  bt^auty,  it  was 
applicable  to  no  deGnable  use,  and  art  as 
applied  to  decoration  upm  such  substances* 
and  destined  to  such  purposes  as  oombined 
utility  with  omamcnti  ami  which  formed 
tlie  groat  staple  of  the  manufactures  of 
l^unipe.  In  the  encouragement  which  was 
affunkd  to  the  first  of  theae  the  law  of 
England  exhibited  a  just  and  an  enlight- 
ened generosity,  wliich  contrasted  most 
diiailvaiitagccmitly  with  the  scanty  and  un- 
becoming prutii:tion  which  it  extunded  to 
the  liihi-r.  A  painter  who  cliooscs  to  en- 
grave one  uf  hilt  drawings  can  have  for  it 
in  tlio  form  4»f  u  print  u  copyright  fur 
twmty-eight  youns,  or  fur  life  if  he  survive 
that  |kTiiNl ;  but  if  he  pt-niiit  one  ut*  his 
devigOK  to  Ijc  prinlml  uu  ciiiton  or  silk  in- 
%icvA  (if  paper,  his  oipyright  shrinks  at 
oiiiv  frum  twfnt\-c*i;'ht  VL-art  to  three 
months.  In  like  manner  a  sculpuir,  if  he 
imblisli  a  iMU-n-lie f  upun  marble,  can  chiim 
fur  it  an  exeluMve  title  fur  fuiirtcen  yean, 
tu  be  iluulilod  if  he  live  m  hmg  ;  but  if  be 
chuosu  tu  cluM!  ii  on  a  cup  ur  a  wine 
iiMilrr,  it  hetiiwet  *'  a  design  fur  manufac 
lurt*^,**  anil  in  nitidi-d  In  nn  mure  than 
thicr   yean*   pmtectiua.      Auy   uiii-   whu 


looked  no  farther  into  the  wAj/mH 

first  inference  to  be  dimwa  mm  i 

tion  10  faioadly  mailDed»  at  Aie  «po«ll  t» 

disposed  to  conclude,  thsit  !■  ikmrnrnMamft^ 

tion  of  the  Lepsiature,  art  kit  im  H^dff 

and  forfeited  its  privileges  the  aoHMit  ft 

came  into  contact  with  utUitfp  or  waa 

plied  to  tlie  decoration  of  ntanbttm 

and  yet  a  moment's  ohservatioa  «31 

monstrate,  that  it  is  to  the  ini 

Unation  of  art  and  deagn  willi 

branch  of  our  industry,  that  the 

tures  of  this  country,  mid  still 

cially  those  of  the  continent,  an  s 

for  their  superiority  and  sueesHi 

rienoc  has  shown  us,  that  in  vnxf 

of  Europe  in  which  art  has  been 

and  enuouraf^  to  Uend  itself  with 

facture,  precisely  in  the  prouoiliim  to 

combination    have  all    thdr   vra 

which  manifest  taste  and 

fincment  risen  into  estiwatioii  aal  m^ 

eminence.     In  confimutioa  of  tU^  tt  is 

only  necessary  to  look  to  the 

which  prevails  in  every  eountty  of 

world  for  the  silks  of  Lyons  and  thft 

iins  of    Alsace;   for   the    fa^joulflriB 

jewellery  of  Paris;  the  inm 

Prussia;   the  glass  of  Bohev 

china  of  Dresden,  Berlin,  and 

was  with  a  view  to  promote  thai 

incorporation  of  industry  and  Ht»  of 

vating  and  imnroving  the  chamalv  of 

sign  as  applioa  to  articles  of 

in  this  country,  and  thus  enahlii^  Vi 

more   successfully  to  compeSi  widi  mm 

rivals  upon  the  continent  of  EmoMb  Aii 

be  had  framed  his  bUl ;  and  it  WM  M  Ml 

ground  alone,  that  he  daimad  fisr  k  At 

support  and  the  fiivour  of  the  HoMib    it 

every  depaitroent  of  industrial  art  b 

incontestable,    that     the    prodi 

France  stood  pre-eminently  at  tha 

oil  tlu;  countries  of  Europe,  and  the 

of  the  superiority  wore  to  he 

tinctly  to  two  obvious  sources;  finli  tht 

superior   training  of  her  artimi 

numerous  schools  uf  design ;  and, 

to  the  cnciHiragemetit  and 

rivablc  frum  a  law  of  copyright  ia 

designs,  which  gave  them  a 

interest  in  their  works  for  thrw,  Iva^ 

fifteen  yean,  and  even  for  life,  if  thqr 

sired  it.     He  knew  that  there  wen 

Gentlemen   in    the  House,  and 

them  the  hun.  Member  for  CoveDtiy, 

were  dis|NMetl  to  question  the  aecowqr  nt 

the  oMi'Ttiun,  that  this  law  and  their 

LX'lIeUix*   wen*  the  cause  and 

wlio  ascribed  their  undouhted 
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U  KMM  nBtiinl  odn6guiUion  in  Uw  vtiati  i 
of  Fnnce,  which  baa  bem  withheld  frnn '. 
the  inbabitanU  of  thii  countrj — ■ome  I 
orguif  for  the  ipecisl  production  of  de-  | 
•igiu;  u  it  had  been  Mid  bj  woie  wiuUr 
nwterialiM,^  I 


But,  however  a  metaphyseal  argument 
iniy  be  luitaincd  upon  the  point,  one  fact, 
at  leait  admit*  neither  of  a  qucition  nor 
doubt— that,  m  far  from  an  effectual  copy- 
right for  dougni  being  prejudicial  to  manu- 
facturct,  thoK  of  France  have  attained  the 
TeryhiDhcstpuintafexccllcnccandofbcauty, 
Bi  wclf  ax  Uic  moK  extended  demand  in 
every  market  of  the  world,  concurrently 
with  the  enjoyment  of  the  moat  extended 
term  of  protection.  The  wordi,  too,  in 
which  the  copyright  was  conferred  in 
Franco  were  very  remarkable,  na  exhi- 
biting the  reiulta  of  practical  experience  in 
that  country.  The  first  law  of  couyright 
in  France  was  pasted  in  1737,  for  thesHk- 
weaven  of  Lyona  j  and  in  1787,  it  wu 
extended  to  Ihe  reit  of  the  kingdom,  in  an 
ordinance  of  which  the  following  ii  the 
preamble  :— 

"  Tha  Kiof  in  Coaocil  havin|  eatued  to  be 
laid  befora  him  the  ivpreMBtation  and  memo- 
rial* of  lb*  miDulacluren  of  Tminand  l^oni, 
retpcciing  ibe  attack*  npon  their  properly  aad 
Ihe  general  ioteretl*  of  iBiBufacUiTar*,  by 
copyiog  their  deiigot,  hi*  Mijett*  reeogniie* 
that  the  niperloriiy  which  the  tilt  tnanuhc- 
tare  of  ihb  kiogdom  hat  aeqaircd  1*  princi- 
pally da*  (o  Ihe  inveation,  eorrecnM**,  and 
good  tatta  of  deaiga ;  aod  that  Ihe  ennlatioa 
which  aainaie*  the  Banahcniran  and  d» 
iigDOi*  will  be  annibilaied  if  tbey  are  not 
aa*ured  of  reapiag  Ihe  (niitt  of  tbeit  labour* ; 
Bod  ihal  ihii  cerlainly  bai  bilbcrto  maintaiDtd 
the  manufacture  in  France,  and  aecored  for  il 
a  pr<rerence  in  Toreign  countriM." 

And  then  follow*  the  enactment  of  a  copy- 
right  of  deaicni  for  fifteen  yean — a  pro* 
taction  whicb  wai  tubtequently  extended 
to  the  life  of  the  inventor,  and  applied  not 
only  to  (ilk,  but  to  every  braoch  of  manu- 
facturing induatry,  and  which  had  been 
pitMluctive  of  the  moat  bene6cial  rcaulu 
throughout  the  enlite  range  of  the  manu- 
factum  of  France,  Sun  ii  the  itate  of 
the  law  on  ihi*  lutiieGt  in  France ;  and  he 
would  now  vety  fanedy  atate  the  provitioo* 
in  thi*  country.  Down  to  the  year  1839, 
the  only  law  of  cof^right  in  dcauna  which 
exiiiied  in  England  wat  an  act  of  the  year 
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but  oo  other  article,  not  oven  worai  pit- 
lemf  had  any  oopyright  whataovrer,  till 
tit.  Poulett  Thomion,  in  1839,  introdiiead 
two  bill*,  by  one  of  whieh  he  extended  the 
exifting  act  to  printed  ailki  and  wooUma  ; 
and  by  another  he  affixed  varioui  tctau  of 
copyright  to  numerau*  other  articlea,  gi'ii'g 
a  protection  of  tfaiee  yean  to  deaigni  in 
metal*,  and  twelve  month*  to  every  other 
branch  of  manufacture,  iilk  treanne,  ev> 
pet  making,  paper  hangint^  and  all  other 
article*  in  which  the  value  of  the  pattcnu 
form*  an  eaaential  element  in  computing 
the  value  of  the  whole.  It  vrai  Mr.  Puu- 
lett  Thonuon'i  wiih  in  thi*  bill  to  have 
given  the  *nmc  protection  of  twelve  nwatha 
to  printed  good*  a*  to  woven  dengni ;  but 
a*  hi*  act  required  that  every  deaign  *honU 
be  rmitered  a«  a  condition  piec^ent,  and 
the  he  on  mirb  re^iatntion  waa  Axed  at 
one  guinea,  the  partiea,  from  a  drvad  of  the 
expenae,  aa  well  a*  the  inoonvenieoce  in 
their  expenaive  operationa,  fawged  to  be 
exempted  from  the  operation  of  ^  maMuic 
till  the  lyatem  ihould  have  been  tected  by 
experience.  Since  that  period  the  main 
■uggeitioBi  which  have  been  made,  and  in 
coaplianoe  with  which  the  pretant  hill  haa 
been  framed,  have  been  to  couoUdate  all 
the  law*  upon  thia  aubjeot  in  one  act;  ta 
place  the  manufactnret  in  gjaia  and  earth- 
enware, which  had  but  twdve  montha'  eooy- 
ri^t  upon  the  aaBM  fiootiog  aa  "'■"""i«- 
turea  in  metal)  to  extend  the  tern  of 
oopyright  for  paipar-baDgingi,  earpets,  and 
■bawl*,  fnm  ana  year  to  thna  {  and  Uitly, 
to  exund  the  conyiight  for  printed  deaign 
from  the  original  tttrai  of  three  mootha  to 
nine— a  pro|XMitian  which  had  siet  fiir  a 
time  conndoaUe  reaiBtanee,  but  to  whidi 
be  wa*  induced  to  believe,  that  jome  of  the 
leading  oppooenta  wen  now  diapoaed  to 
withdraw  their  oppoatioo.  Tbeoe  printed 
deaigna  are  fay  far  the  moat  vnlunbl*  and 
important  of  all  to  which  the  act  appliea* 
and  the  Uw  exhibJU  this  indcfenaihla 
.  anomaly  respecting  tbem,  that  between  the 
copyright  for  a  lUtign  printed  upon  one 
piece  of  (ilk  or  muiAin,  and  mnen  into 
another,  there  i*  a  diflemwe  of  nine 
month*.  Nar,  furthett  aa  it  frequently 
bappana,  that  the  nuse  d«Bgn  it  both 
woven  into  and  printed  upon  the  nme 


17iH,   conferring 
MontliB  upcn  printed 


oonngl 
caunei 


'right    of    three   and 


I  piece  of  doth,  it  ha*  in  one  crota**  a  , 
taction  of  twelve  montha,  and  in  tbe  other 
only  of  three;  and  thia,  too.  whilat  Uie 
proeea  to  which  there  if  the  dighteat  pro- 
tection i*  by  far  tbe  moat  canly  Jnvaled, 
and  neuirea  the  moat  prompt  and  (Actual 
proiecQon  of  (be  two.    Tbe  c 
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tbii  meafure  bas,  as  a  natter  of  ooune 
been  confined  almost  exclusively  to  those 
who  have  themselTes  been  in  the  habit  of 
treating  the  inventions  of  their  more  in- 
genious competitors  as  public  property,  and 
who  felt  that  any  effectual  law  would  in- 
terfere with  these  practices.  And  asso- 
ciated with  these  were  also  a  few  gentle- 
men, untainted  by  any  dishonourable  prac- 
tices, but  conscientiously  entertaining  some 
vague  and  ill-grounded  apprehendonsfor  the 
effect  of  any  change  upon  the  economy  of 
the  trade,  which  have  been  now  in  a  great 
degree  removed.  With  the  single  excep- 
tion of  a  few  houses  in  Manchester,  every 
printer  in  England  was  in  favour  of  the 
measure  he  had  now  to  propose  ^  and  an 
equal  unanimity  prevailed  on  the  subject 
both  in  Scotland  and  in  Ireland,  where 
every  individual  in  the  trade,  without  ex- 
ception, had  petitioned  this  House  to  pass 
the  bilL  The  House,  too,  would  bear  in 
mind  that  he  was  seeking  to  introduce  no 
new  principle,  but  simply  to  give  effect  to  a 
well-meant  provision,  which  already  existed 
in  the  statute  law,  but  which  through  the 
lapse  of  time  had  become  inoperative.  For 
upwards  of  half  a  century  the  principle  had 
been  received  and  acted  upon,  that  some 
oopyriffht  should  be  provided  for  designers, 
and  sll  he  now  sought  was  to  fix  an 
equitable  and  reasonable  period  for  its 
duration,  such  as  would  give  effect  to  the 
intentions  of  the  Legislature.  In  this 
course,  too,  he  was  fortified  by  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which  sat  in  the  year  1840,  and 
after  a  long  and  laborious  investigation 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  expe- 
dient for  the  interests  of  the  trade,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  that  the  term  of  copy- 
right should  be  extended.  He  would,  if 
he  acted  on  his  own  judgment  alone,  be  in 
favour  of  extending  it  from  three  months 
to  twelve,  and  thus  placing  printed  designs 
upon  the  same  f(M>ting  with  woven  pat- 
terns ;  but,  in  deference  to  the  opinions  of 
some  whose  judgment  he  respected,  and 
frcmi  a  desire  ratJicr  to  omciliate  than  to 
overrule  the  prejudices  of  others,  he  had 
adopted  the  middle  term  of  nine  months, 
which,  although  it  was  injilci)uatu  for 
many  of  the  purposes  which  he  sought  to 
provide,  was  still  sufiicient  for  othcn,  and, 
on  the  whole,  would  be  a  material  im- 
provement on  the  present  law.  It  was 
iiomt'what  remarkable,  that  the  entirv  bill, 
applying  to  every  manufacture  in  the 
whole  range  of  Britixh  industry,  wiu  not 
only  unoppuaedy  but  joyfully  hailed  by  all 


the  parties  intereatedi 
oeption,  and  that  on  at  of  •' 

of  the  trade  of  calico  pnn.^;  aadl 
branch  alone,  he  woald.  ibitntam^ 
the  observations  which  be  had  to 
recommending  it  to  the  adopCM 
House.  In  this  branch  of 
a  greater  number  6[  desiffiis  are 
than  in  any  other  in  Kngland,  aad 
reason,  that  in  every  othtt  depaitaaalt 
only  in  manufiactures  in  metal  but  m  s 
des  for  dress,  the  mmterial  b 
more  costly  and  duraUei  and  tfat 
which  they  are  apidied,  mor 
and  unchanging.  In  calicoea 
on  the  contrary,  novelty  and  beaoly 
infinitely  more  importance  than 
and  strength,  and  it  is  t— -tial  to 
demand  c?  every  fluctuating  ImUob  kf  tm 
endless  rotation  of  new  and  eoota 
designs.  To  those,  iherefiDrab  vks 
not  the  genius  or  the  capitsl  to  _ 
these  for  themselves  in  wiffirifnlly 
succession,  the  utmost  templatmi  fakaH 
out  to  appropriate  and  live  upon  tfce  n 
tions  of  their  more  talented  and  eal 
ing  competitors;  and  thus  it  dii_ 
and  demoraluring  system  of  pimej 
pilfering  has  been  enoendered  to  i  '  ~ 
is  the  object  of  this  bill  to  put  aa 
check.  This  will  be  the  move 
dvrstood,  when  he  explained,  that  % 
which  might  cost  its  ingenioua  ii 
some  20/.  or  30/.,  which  it  nqr  ha 
some  months  to  produce  and  to 
and  involved  the  necessity  of  aaoy 
ceasful  experiments,  before  it 
suited  to  the  cloth,  might  be  oopiad  hf  llib 
pirate  in  a  few  moments,  with  the  ail  tf  A 
sheet  of  tracing  paper,  and 
inferior  cloth,  and  in  inferior 
speedily  as  to  enter  the  market 
roultaneously  in  competition  with  tko 
ginal  from  which  it  was  stolen.  1W 
chief  inflicted  upon  the  original 
by  this  indcfensihle  system 
credible,  since  its  effects  were  fek  m 
process  of  his  trade.  Notonlyiaho' 
sold  in  his  own  markets,  but  the 
and  reputation  of  hb  houae  are  oi 
by  these  spurious  re-issues  of  its 
tions,  and  the  confidence  of  hia 
is  shaken  by  finding  these  cheap  ii 
offered  in  direct  coropetitaon  with  tha 
costly  originals  in  their  hands.  Tha 
in  fact,  has  infinite  indueenentatotfia 
lawful  traffic ;  he  runs  no  risk  of  tdkum  isi 
his  s|ierulatious,  since  he  selecia  mtj 
surccssfnl  patUTns  of  his  »  ighbama, 
have  to  bear  the  I 
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UDiuoeeitful,  and  not  only  has  he  all  hiii    suit  the  market  ?— It  has  never  entered  into 
dengns  supplied  to  him  at  a  trifling  cost,    our  head?  to  ask  that  question, 
but  he  enters  the  market  at  the  very  mo.    „  !*  1*"^^  alone  is  the  object  with  you  ?— 
ment  when  they  are  in  full  demand,  and    '"'jf  ^  ^^^ne  is  the  object. 
has  thus  an  instant  return  for  his  capital        "Do  you  purchase  largely  of  printed  good.  ? 
invested.     The  House,  he  was  quite  cer-    ^^^^  ^^,1  have  been  Co.OOO  pieces, 
tain,  were  not  aware  of  the  ruinous  extent        «•  Are  you  aware  there  is  a  law  giving  a 
to  which  this  system  was  carried  on  by    copyright  of  three  months  to  designs  on  print* 
certain  houses  at  Manchester,   which  was    ed  calicoes? — I  have  heard  so/' 
the  only  district  in  the  kingdom  in  which        This  gentleman  thinks  "  nothing  more 
piracy   was  known   to  exut.     He  would    destructive  to  the  commerce  of  the  country 
read  to  the  House  one  or  two  statements    could  have  been  suggested"  than  any  ex- 
with   reference  to  it,   from  the  evidence  .  tension  of  the  copynght ;  the  effect  of  it 
given  before  the  committee  of  1840,  which    bting,  that  he  could  then  get  no  printer  in 
would  aflbrd  them  some  idea  of  its  extent    Manchester  to  undertake  his  peculiar  or- 
and  effects.    One  gentleman  of  considera-    ders.     Now,  he  can  take  a  pattern  round 
ble  eminence  as  a  calico-printer  at  Man-  j  the   trade   till   he  finds   who  will  do  it 
Chester,  when  examined  by  the  committee,  |  cheapest ;  and,  he  says,  *•  such  is  the  frailty 
stated  unhesitotingly,  that  for  many  years  i  of  people,"  that  if  the  original  proprietor 
of  his  life,  his  whole  business  had  consisted  !  wont  come  down  to   his  terms    he  can 
of  one  indiscriminate  system  of  piracy ;  that  |  always  find  a  copyist  who  will.     And  as 
he  copied  of  his  neighbour's  designs,  just  as    for  the  present  protection  of  three  months, 
many  as  suited  his    purpose,    sometimes    he  never  found  it,  in  his  operations,  to  be 
within  the  period  of  the  three  months'    an  obstacle,  "or  any  protection  at  all." 


copyright,  and  sometimes  after  its  expira- 
tion ;  that  he  generally  printed  his  copies 
upon  inferior  cloth,  and  in  inferior  colours, 
so  as  to  undersell  the  original  producer  and 
yet  leave  himself  a  fair  profit ;  and  that  he 
took  the  precaution  to  publish  his  goods 
*'  as  the  act  directs,"  so  as  actually  to  claim 
the  original  property  in  the  designs  he 
appropriated ;  and  if  challenged,  he  would 
have  defended  them  as  such,  though  aware 


Mr.  Edward  Brooke,  a  printer  of  furniture 
calicoes,  slates  that  piracy  prevails  to  such 
an  extent  in  his  particular  branch  of  trade, 
that  at  one  time  '*  every  pattern  produced 
by  his  house'*  was  copied  by  a  rif«l  estab- 
lishment. Mr.  Warwick,  belonging  to 
another  eminent  house  in  the  dty,  stated 
that  on  a  recent  occasion  the  entire  of  hii 
designs,  intended  for  the  coming  season^ 
were  pirated  in  one  batch ;    the  oonse- 


of  the  contrary,  and  relied  on  his  purse  to  quence  of  which  was,  he  says,  "  ruinous  to 
defeat  the  injured  proprietor.  As  an  in-  |  him,  and  completely  paralyied  his  trade." 
sunce  of  the  extent  to  which  it  was  prac-  ,  Mr.  Henry,  of  Dublin,  declares  that  hit 
tised  in  the  foreign  trade,  he  begged  the  establishment  has  suffered  *•  to  an  extent 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  following  almost  beyond  telling,"  by  copies  of  his 
evidence  of  an  eminent  merchant  in  the  ^xids  being  made  for  export  in  Manches- 
dty,  as  given  before  the  committee  of  ^  tcr,  his  best  jiattems  being  fastened  on  for 
1840 :—  I  ihat  purpose,  and  his  profit   on  the  re- 

"  Mr.  Louis  Lucas.— Is  a  merchant  of  the  mainder  destroyed  in  consequence.  In 
firm  of  Nidiolls,  I/ucas,  and  Co.,  extensive  |  December,  1839,  he  delivered  to  one  gen- 
dealers  in  printed  calicoes  for  foreign  export.    >  tleman  700  pieces  of  goods,  consisting  of 

••  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  having  goods  eighty-thrce  different  patterns,  and  in  the 
printedexpresslyforyourselves  from  your  own  January  following  (that  is,  within  one 
d«igns?-\es,  frequently,  from  ^haiis  ex-    „^„j|,)         j^,  ^f  the  whole  eighty-three 

hibited  to  us,  but  this  is  the  nature  of  our  m         '• .  ._  .t  ^  ^^^ *!_/         ^ 

business :  we  are  in  the  habit  of  receiving  from  •  were  brought  to  the  same  gentleman,  pat- 
abroad  almost  consuntly,  as  the  packets  ar.  ^ern  for  pattern,  worked  on  inferior  dodi, 
rive,  patterns  of  goods  suitable  to  those  mar-  »"«  offered  20  per  cent,  lower  than  he 
kets.  We  have  a  branch  house  at  Manches.  (Mr.  Henry)  could  afford  to  sell  them  at 
tcr,  and  they  are  sent  to  it,  and  we  endeavour  In  other  instances  orders  actually  given 
to  find  out  such  calico  printers  as  will  produce  had  been  cancelled  before  they  could  be 
them  at  the  cheapest  rale.  '  fulfilled,  in  consequence  of  pirati<^  copiea 

"Irrespective  of  who  may  be  the  proprietor  making  their  way  into  the  market.  He 
or  inventor  of  the  Dattem  ?-We  ask  no  ques-  ^^,^^  ^^at  his  business,  in  consequence 
tioiis  upon  that  subject.  r..!.*        •  ^' 

-  Aiidyou  pay  no  regard  to  the  fact  whose    ""^  ^'^"  ™'"°"'  practice, 
property  these  patterns  may  be,  provided  you        "  Was  almost  at  a  stand-still,  that  he  is  never 
can  get  them  executed  at  a  price  such  as  may    able  to  effect  a  second  sale  of  the  same  pat« 
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tern,  on  account  of  the  profusion  of  copies  in 
the  market,  and  which  are  thrown  in  his  teeth 
e? ery  time  he  asks  for  an  order.*' 

He  might  go  on  to  any  extent,  citing 
umilar  cmses  from  the  voluminous  mass  of 
evidence  taken  by  the  committee,  but  the 
examplcH  he  had  adduced  were  suflicient  to 
show  the  prevalence  of  the  evil  for  which 
he  sought  to  apply  a  remedy.  The  exist, 
ing  law  was,  in  fact,  a  deail  letter ;  and 
the  delusive  protection  which  it  prufcswtl 
to  extend  was  in  reality  found,  as  con- 
fcNsed  by  Mr.  I^ouis  Lucas,  to  be  "  no 
protection  at  all.*'  One  striking  fact  the 
House  will  not  fail  to  observe  in  these 
proceedings— -that  this  system  of  plunder 
takes  place  within  the  period  of  the  three 
months'  protection  held  out  by  the  preiiciit 
law  ;  and  they  will  naturally  ask  why  re- 
sort is  not  haid  to  it  for  security  and  re- 
drew? The'reaaon  of  this  is  obvious:  that 
the  terms  U  so  short,  and  tlia  copyright  it 
confers  so  valueless,  that  it  is  not  worth 
the  trouMe  and  cost  of  appealing  ti>  juHtico 
for  a  remedy.  The  whole  duration  of  the 
privilege  is  but  twelve  or  thirteen  weeks  i 
of  these  it  requires  a  few  to  test  the  merit 
and  success  of  a  design  in  the  nmrket ;  a 
few  more  must  elapse  before  a  pi  nicy  vtkn 
be  ready  for  sale ;  and  then,  before  an  ac* 
tion  couhl  be  brought  to  a  hearing,  wliat 
with  costs,  delay,  and  trouble,  the  short 
remnant  of  the  copyright  tliat  would  sur- 
vive would  be  utterlv  dis|>ruportionate  to 
the  expenses  of  assertmg  a  right  in  it,  and 
the  injured  party,  aware  of  the  fact,  pre- 
fers sufiering  in  silence  to  an  ap|)eal  to  law 
which  would  be  productive  of  no  n*al  ad- 
vantage. The  failure  of  the  protectitm  is 
thus  aacribablc  to  Uie  shortnesN  of  its  dura- 
tion ;  but  if  this,  instead  of  three  months, 
were  extended  to  twelve,  or  even  to  nine, 
the  injured  proprictiNr  of  a  design  wimid 
be  cmiacious  of  Mich  an  interest  in  it  as  to 
warrant  him  in  taking  tte|Mi  for  it!%  aj^si-r- 
tion  and  defence,  and  dishonesty  would  no 
lunger  be  openly  proctiaed,  as  it  now  is. 
with  utter  impunity,  lliis,  h«iwevt*r,  is 
but  one  il  lust  rat  icw  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  intenli«m  of  the  law  U  defi-ated 
by  its  own  ituulficiency  ;  and  in  eviry 
{loint  of  view  tlR*  mroe  roncluiiun  is  inevit- 
able to  those  who  would  take  the  trouble  to 
look  at  thesubjci'L  Kvcnif  thi*  rights  and 
|»ruperty  of  the  inventor  wen*  unaMuiUd, 
the  kliort  ft|«ce  of  three  months  was  tM» 
little  to  give  him  an  o|v|Mirtunity  fur  ri'im- 
btintini;  hiniK-lf  for  his  outlay  und  iaUnir. 
Three  months  would  not  in^uri:  tu  hini  tlic 
uninterrupted  sale  of  a  single  leaion,  sum- 


mer or  winter:   whilst  thm  sMiB 
was  deterred  from  giving  Ivgi 
his  goods,  oonscious  that  Um  tkiM 
were  too  short  to  affiird  him  may 
of  being  able  to  dispoie  of  then* 
at  the  expiration  of  that  period  hm 
be  left  with  a  heavy  atock,  lo  \m 
by  inferior  copies  o€  the  vny 
The  necessity,  therefore,  for 
obviously  for  the  interest  of  tha 
as  the  manufacturer.     Under  Um 
voumble    cirrumsuneei»    tberefon, 
months  is  an  utterly  inadequate 
for  the  sale  of  a  design  in  ihe 
kct ;  but  its  inadequacy  is  atiU 
pable  in  the  foreign  narfcet  and  thn 
trade,  where  the  distance  to  wUeh 
are  sent  is  so  great,  that  befora  thl^ 
reach  their  destination,  and  n 
return  to  announce  their  ineo 
vey  a  second  order,  the  copyri||ht 
have  long  before  expired,  ttid  the 
would  gi>,  as  in  the  cases  ainind  hgr  Ik 
Lucas,  not  to  remunerate  the  i 
ventor,  but  tii  such  of  his  rivals  m 
consent  to  cfi|iy  his  patterns,  and 
him  by  their  reproduction.     In  lhil»  Ik 
Lucas  justifice  the  system  punned  kf 
own   house  upon   that  very 
when  asked  in  the  oommittee  wl 
was  aware  that  tlie  onlera  he  gave 
violation  of  the  law,  he  at  once 
that  the  orders  he  received  evnn 
West  Indies  came  from  soch  a 
the  copyright  must  have  expired« 
therefore  went  to  work  fewleMly. 
another  and  most  valuable  branch  if 
tnulo  of  this  country  oonaieted  of 
which  are  suitable  to  both  the 
the  foreign  markets,  and  sell  oqaalljf 
both  ;  and   for  these  the  present  I 
not  hold  out  even  the  promise  of 
tiun.      A    very   large    proportioa  of 
calicoes  printed  in   Enaland  are  oold 
the  L'liited  States,  in  Ilelgium.  in 
kia,  and   in   (Germany   generally,  Oi 
as  in    Italy,   and   the   porta  of    tfao 
rant,  and  these  artirlea  af«  aauaUjr 
able  in   Kngland,  but  at  a  diSntat 
don  of  the  year.     For  the  foreign 
tliL-y  must  lie  shipped  in  October  in  _ 
year,  wliiUt  fur  the  home  nmrket  thejr 
not  dclivvrLil  till  the  atiring 
Fibruorv  or  Marrh.     if,  then,  the 
fui'turLT  rlainis  hU  copyright  for  t 
October,  U'fore  making  hni  foreign 
meiit,  it  will  ex|nre  in  the  January  ' 
iii^,  a  month  I h  fore  hia  home 
^in« ;    und    if   he    prefer    to 
prutectioii  to  cover  hb  home 
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rates,  hj  [irocurini;  a  ptttem  of  his  goods 
deliren^  in  October,  can  legally  reproduce 
ami    publish    them    simultaneously   with 
himself,  on  the  opening  of  the  spring  sea- 
son at  home.     lie  musit,  therefons  forego 
the  lu! vantages  of  the  law  in  one  market  or 
the  other  ;  or  even  refuse  to  supply  orders 
for  the  one,  as  his  only  ex])etlient  to  si'cure 
hix  ixipyright   in   the  other.     For  no  une 
bnuieh  of  the  trade,  therefore,  is  the  pre. 
wnt  law  an  adequate  protecti<in — neither 
for  the  home  trrnle,  nor  the  foiirign,  nor 
that   which   sells    for    both    conjointly— 
whereas  the  cxti*nsion  which  he  proiKMetl, 
would  render  it  effectual  and  available  in 
each  and  in  all.  The  injury  which  n^ulted 
from  this  im|ierfeirt  state  of  the  law  to  the 
nianufuctuivrs  of    this    kingilom    was    so 
obvious,  that  lie  would  not  occupy  nnne- 
ceamrily  the  tiroo  of  tlic  House  in  alluding 
to  it.     i)ut  there  was  another  point  of  view 
in  which  the  fpiestitm  became  one  of  na- 
tional importance,  and  well  worthy  (»f  the 
grave  omsideration  of  the  Honie  of  Com- 
mons— and  that  was  the  permanent  effect 
of  Huch  a  discouraging  system  u|>on  the  in- 
dustry of  this  country,  upon  the  taste  and 
excellence  of  its  producticms,  upon  their 
character  abroad,  and  upon  our  prospects  of 
competing  in  the  same  productions  with 
our  rirals  in  other  countries.     In  all  theie 
branches  of  manufacture  there  are  two  dis- 
tinct elements  which  combine  to  produce 
success.     One  is  the  intellectual  invention 
of  the  design,  the  other  the  cost  of  the 
mechanical  process  by  which  it  is  to  be 
applied  to  the  cloth.    In  the  latter  of  these 
England   is   unrivalled.      From  inir  me- 
chanical skill,  our  command  of  machinery, 
skill,  labour,  and  power,  we  can  excel  all 
the  rest  of  the  world  in  cheapness  of  pro* 
duct  ion  ;    but  in  the  other  dejHirtment,  in 
elegance  of  design,  the  artists  and  artisans 
of  France  are  immeasureably  our  superiors. 
In  goods  of  a  medium  description ,  where 
durability  and  economy  are  the  sole  consi. 
deratiims,  we  supply  all  the  markets  of  tlie 
world,  but  where  elegance  is  to  be  sought 
after,  tlie  productions  of  France^  even  at 
double  or  treble  the  price  of  ours,   find  a 
steady  demand  in  preference  to  our  own, 
and  are  in  request  in  every  country  in  Eu- 
rope, wliere  thera  exist  taiste  to  appreciate, 
and  money  to  purchase  them.     If,  then,  to 
cheapness  of  pnxiuction,  in  which  we  al- 
nrmly  outrival   France,  we  can  add  that 
esi*ellence  of  design  in  which  »hv  so  far 
outrivals  us,  we  should  be  enabled,  without 
frar  of  compc'titiim,  to  enter  every  market 
frem  which  British  manufactures  were  not 


excluded  by  actual  prohibition.     But  the 
present  state  of  the  law,  so  far  from  encou- 
raging artists  to  apply  their  genius  to  the 
improvement  of  our  manufactures,  gives 
them  every  |iractical  discouragement,  and 
the  result  is  manifested  in  their  admitted 
inferiority  in  all  the  arts  of  design  as  com* 
}iared  with  their  continental  rivals.     Not 
only  are  artists  of  high  talent  unemployed 
in  these  pursuits  in  Great  Britain,  because 
the  manufacturer,  conscious  of  the  ruinous 
risk  which  he  runs,  u  afraid  to  encounter 
the  expense  of  retaining  them  in  his  ser- 
vice, but  actually,  in  instances  in  which 
their  services  have  been  offered    gratui- 
tously, tlie  manufacturer  has  been  com- 
]»elled  to  decline  accepting  them,  on  the 
ground,  that  after  incurring  a  more  than 
usual  expense  to  do  justice  to  their  designs 
in  producing  them»  their  superior  beauty 
would  only  operate  as  a  temptation  to  the 
pirate  to  invade  them.     Mr.  Thomson,  of 
IVimrose,  in  Lancashire,  who  has  been  by 
acclaniution  admitted  to  be  the  first  printer 
in  England,  in  a  letter  which  he  has  ad- 
dfvssed  cm  the  subject  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  her  Majesty's  Go- 
verunient,  states  that,  some  yean  ago  he 
was  strongly  inclined  to  attempt  a  porticu* 
lar  style  in  printed  furnitures,  in  which  he 
was  disposed  to  employ  the  designs  of  a 
royal  aoMlemician,  engraved  by  one  of  the 
fint  artists  of  the  day.    But,  on  conferring 
with  the  trade,  he  was  dissuaded  from  the 
experiment,  as  the  outlay  would  have  been 
considerable,  the  time  occupied  in  Its  pro- 
duction greatf  and  the  period  of  copyright 
Ui  cover  a  sale  only  three  months,  after 
which   the  wliole  host  of  copyists  would 
have  been  let  loose  On  the  patterns,  and  his 
remuneration  would  be  lost.     Mr.  Apple- 
gath,  of  Cray  ford,  in  Kent,  another  most 
ingenious  and  successful  printer,  stated  to 
the  committee  of  1^40,  that  some  time  be- 
fore he  hail  been  offered  designs  for  hang- 
ings of  rooms  by  8ir  David  Wilkie  and  by 
Mr.  Sydney  Smirke,  the  eminent  architect, 
consisting  of  arabeafues  and  mcdalliona  in 
panel,  in  imitation  of  Italian  interiors,  but 
he  was  compelled  to  refuse  them,  as  It 
would  have  been  of  no  use  to  attempt  their 
production,  only  to  have  them  copied  and 
viilgarixed  by  Uie  pirate  before  they  could 
have  repaid  him  for  his  original  outlay  ; 
and  he  ailded,  that  if  sufficient  protceti«m 
were  given  to  him,  by  extending  the  copy- 
right, he  would  at  once  produce  not  only 
these  designs,  Imt  attempt  new  branches  of 
art  which  had  never  hitherto  been  intro- 
duced in  this  country,  and  employ  artiste 
la 
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of  tbe  first  eminence  in  tbeir  designing  and 
execution.     But  under  the  present  law  be 
had  neither  encouragement  nor  remunera- 
tion to  attempt  anything  beyond  the  ordi. 
nary  and  medium  description  of  designs. 
One  effect  which  has  followed  as  the  natu- 
ral consequence  of  thus  discouraging  the 
ambition  of  the  artists  of  this  country  has 
been  to  make  us  not  only  dependent  upon 
France  for  the  finer  articles  of  manufac- 
ture, but  even  to  make  us  dependent  upon 
her  for  the  very  designs  which  we  employ 
for  the  decoration  of  our  own.     Not  only 
are   our   printers  driven  to  copy  largely 
from   the   goods  produced   on   tbe  conti- 
nent, but  a  regular  trade   has  been  cre- 
ated of  exporting  designs  from  Paris  for 
the  use  of  the  printers  of  England;  and 
many  of  the   principal  printers  of  Lan- 
cashire are  regularly  supplied   with  pat- 
terns from  Paris,  and  some  have  designers 
there  wholly  employed  in  their  services— 
a  singular  anomaly  in  manufactures  for  a 
country   to  be  actually  dependent   on  its 
most  dangerous   rivals   for    the  supply  of 
an  article  in  which  it  has   afterwards  to 
compete  with  them.     But  another  and  most 
serious  disadvantage  produced  by  this  sys- 
tem is  its   effect  upon  the  character  and 
estimation  of  British  goods  in  foreign  mar- 
kets, where  their  reputation    has  suffered 
incalculably   by  tbe   copyist,  in  order  to 
undersell  the  original  producer,  sending  out 
bis  piracies  in  fugitive  colours  and  u|x)n 
inferior  cloth,  instead  of  in  the  superior 
colours,  and  on  the  same  fine  cloth  as  that 
he  copies  from  ;  and  foreigners  have  thus 
been  deterred  by  the  fear  of  deception  from 
purchasing  British  printed  gotxls,  but  t:iki> 
in  preference  those  of  France,  where  e-.ich 
printer  is  com|)elled  not  only  to  priNluee 
his  own  design^  but,  from  a  regard  to  liix 
reputation,  is  conxt rained  to  produce  ihoni 
in  the  most    creditable  style,— an  obli tui- 
tion fn)m  which  the  pirate  is  exempt,  n^ 
he  has  no  reputation  of  his  own  to  upholil, 
and  R'lbsistft  ivilely  by  lowering  that  t>f  Itis 
neighboum.     For  all  thow  eviU  which  he 
had  been  pointing  out  the  remedy  in  the 
bill  now  under  ertnsideration  would  lie  in* 
stant  and  etlcctual — it  would  give  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  design  such  an  interest  in  itf» 
pniperty  as  would  make  him  vigilant  in  its 
protection  ;  and,  by  giving  him.  for  a  mo- 
derate |M-ri(Ml,  an  undi.<|iuted  right  to  iti 
sale,  it  would  enoiturage  him  to  make  such 
an  outlay,  and  to  employ  iinch  talent  in  its 
prod ui't ion,  o^  would   !i{k*t'dily  inipntvr  the 
stvli*  Jiid  i-li'VAte  the  rhuracter  of  British 
goiMlt  in  every  market  into  which  they  eii- 
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tered ;       I  it  would  a  tlir 

and  increi         emplo:        c    to 
when  every  manuiacturer  would  be 
pclled  to  rely  on  the  ingenuity  of  dioie  itt 
his  own  emplojrmeot,  instead  of  linng  imM 
the  inventions  of   hit   nei^boim.     Baft 
another  and  an  obvious  neoeMty  cnale  Ifar 
rendering  the  existing  copyright  e8eelif% 
in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  expeaditm 
which  the  Government  are  now  lo  liadoyy 
making  for  the  establiibment  and  esleariia 
of  schools  of  design  throughout  ihm 
dom.     In  order  to  induce  an  indivUml 
resort  for  education  to  one  of  then 
rable  institutions,  which  we  have 
from  the  French,  you  must  hold  out  to 
some  assurance  of  being  protecled  m  Ckt 
exercise  of  his  profession  when  that 
tion  is  complete.    At  prewnt  no 
surance  can  be  given,  and  it  is  in 
that  the  schools  of  design  are 
a  considerable  extent  in  ooniequenoa. 
Hold  way,  who  b  teacher  of  a  adiool 
sign  at  I'Minburgh,  stated  to  the 
of  1840,  that  the  institution 
unsuccessful  hitherto,  became 
reluctant  to  send  their  children  to 
as  designers,  from  the  uncertainty  of 
ing   steady  employment  for 
qualified  to  seek  it ;  and  Mr.  Henij* 
eminent  calii*o  printer  of  Dublittt 
sufierings    from  piracy    he    bad 
alluded  to,  stated  in  the  aai 
that  being  willing  to  take  a  ninnlMr  tf 
bnys  into  his  works,  and  to  have  diOie 
structed  under  his  own  dedgnera.  their 
rents  had  objected,  and  entreated  to 
them  taught  any  other  branch  in 
as  they  understood  that  all  that 
in  .Manchester  was  a  person  who  could 
other  men's  designs,  hut  there  wai  ao 
tain  demand  for  artists  who  eould  n 
for  themselves.     If,  then,  you 
schools  of  design  successful — ^if  yoo 
to  train  up  in   England  a  race  of 
artists  and  Fnglish  designers,  it  it 
|K>nsible  to  establish  an  effectual 
— first,  to  give  them  some  property  fai 
productions  of   their  own  geniua; 
Herondly,  to  give  the  manufactureia 
country  simie  encouragement  and 
I  to  indutv  them   to  empl(»y  and  to 
rale  them,     lie  had  thus  enui 
princiiml  advantages  which  he 
\  from  the  amentlment  of  the  law  wUch  ho 
had  siig:;e^ted  ;  hut  they  v^-e  by  no  aMHi 
the  wlioir,  Muce  there  v        caroely  n  ffi^ 
leM  or  an  o|ienitirm  of   ine  trade  wtUk 
would  not  U*  more  or  less  afiiBCied 
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dulg€ncc  of  the  House  in  dwelling  on 
the  advantages  of  the  measure,  he  would 
not  further  presume  upon  their  patience  by 
anticipating  the  objections  which  might  be 
expected  to  be  made  to  it  These  its  oppo- 
nents had  themselves  narrowed  to  a  very 
circumscribed  number,  and  whatever  ap- 
prehension they  might  have  at  one  time 
felt  for  the  measure  as  regarded  the  home 
trade  and  its  economy,  they  had  now  aban- 
doned them  all,  and  professed  that  their 
only  fear  was  for  the  efi'cct  which  an 
extension  of  the  copyright  might  have 
upon  our  foreign  export,  liicir  ar- 
gument was  this — that  although  at  the 
present  moment  there  is  no  law  nor  any 
possible  m«ans  of  prohibiting  a  foreign 
calico  printer  from  copying  an  English  de- 
sign, he  is  practically  restrained  from  doing 
so  by  the  knowledge  that  at  the  expiration 
of  three  months  the  English  copyists  will 
be  at  liberty  to  export  their  imitations  to 
his  market,  but  that  if  the  law  be  so  altered 
as  to  restrain  the  English  copyist  for  nine 
months  instead  of  three,  that  then  our 
American,  German,  Swiss,  and  Iklgian, 
and  other  rivals,  will  copy  our  English 
patterns  for  themselves ;  and  thus,  to  a 
certain  extent,  deprive  this  country  of  the 
trade.  He  believed  he  stated  this  very 
plausible  argument  with  perfect  fairness, 
but  it  was  based  upon  two  most  palpable 
fallacies,  which  were  each  easily  disposed 
of.  A  foreign  printer  could  be  induced  to 
copy  an  English  design  only  by  one  of  two 
considerations— -either  that  it  was  a  more 
beautiful  one  than  his  own, or  that,  although 
less  beautiful,  he  could  reproduce  it  more 
cheaply  than  it  could  be  furnished  from 
England.  But  English  designs  were  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  to  be  so  inferior  to 
French,  that  they  were  untaleable  in  com- 
petition with  them ;  and  so  conscious  were 
the  English  manufacturers  of  their  infe- 
riority, that  they  arc  compelled  to  copy 
French  designs,  in  order  to  make  up  for 
the  deficiency  of  their  own.  What  pot- 
iible  object,  then,  could  a  continental 
printer  have  in  copying  our  inferior 
patterns?  or,  what  would  be  more  ab- 
surd still,  in  copying  our  copies  of  his 
own  ?  On  this  ground,  then,  the  argument 
is  unsound.  But  then  it  is  rejoin^,  that 
it  is  not  for  these  exquiiitc  and  elegant 
designs,  which  are  exclusively  consumed 
by  the  rich,  that  any  apprehension  is  felt ; 
but  that  the  danger  is  tor  the  medium  and 
homelv  articles,  which  England  now  ex- 
ports in  such  prodigious  quantities  for  the 
use  of  tho  middle  clissci  in  Germany  and 


elsewhere;  and  that  the  Germans  and 
Americans  and  Belgians,  despairing  of  get- 
ting these  from  the  English  copyist,  will 
reproduce  them  for  themselves,  and  not 
only  supply  their  own  population,  but 
undermine  and  undersell  us  in  ncutxil 
markets.  This  argument  turns  upon  the 
simple  question,  as  economy  is  here  the 
leading  consideration,  can  the  Belgians 
and  Germans,  and  our  other  rivals,  produce 
these  so  cheaply  as  ourselves  ?  and  this  in- 
quiry is  abundantly  satisfied,  first,  by  a  re- 
ference to  their  own  consciousness  of  their 
power  to  compete  with  us,  as  evidenced  by 
their  tariffs ;  and  secondly,  by  the  returns 
of  the  vast  quantities  of  printed  cottons 
which,  in  spite  of  tliese  tariffs,  we  annually 
pour  into  their  markets.  Now,  there  are 
three  of  the  roost  powerful  countries  of 
Europe  from  which  our  English  calicoes 
are  absolutely  prohibited  from  entering  for 
consumption,  namely,  France,  Russia,  and 
Austria.  How  absurd  would  be  this  pro- 
hibition, if  those  countries  felt  they  could 
reproduce  our  goods  cheaper  than  ourselves, 
and  undersell  us  in  their  own  markets? 
On  the  contrarv,  the  consciousness  of  that 
inability  and  of  the  danger  of  admitting 
our  goods  upon  any  terms,  has  compelled 
them  to  resort  to  this  indefensible  expe- 
dient of  alnolute  prohibition  and  exclusion. 
But  then  another  quarter  in  which  this 
danger  is  apprehended  is  Prussia,  and  the 
states  of  the  German  League ;  but  what  is 
the  condition  of  those  states  as  regards  this 
branch  of  trade  ?  So  apprehensive  are  they 
of  English  competition,  that  throughout 
all  Germany  the  duty  imposed  by  the  tariff 
of  the  Zollverein  on  English  printed  cot- 
tons is  fifty  dollars,  or  about  7/.  lOf.  per 
cwt,  which  on  medium  English  goods, 
worth  from  14«.  to  15«.  per  piece,  would 
amount  to  6^.  each,  or  upwards  of  60  pei 
cent.  Yet,  in  spite  of  this  all  but  prohibi- 
tory duty,  our  exports  to  Germany  are  not 
only  immense,  but  increasing,  and  for 
nuiny  years  past  would  on  an  average 
amount  to  no  less  than  26,000,000  of  yards. 
Surely  no  serious  competition  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  states  which,  in  spite  of  these 
duties  of  60  per  cent,  we  can  thus  compel 
to  resort  to  us  for  their  economical  supplies. 
Again,  Belgium  has  been  quoted  as  a 
country  in  which  competition  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended, and  some  most  absurd  details 
have  been  gone  into  in  proof  of  it,  the  utter 
fallacy  of  which  he  would  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  by  exposing ;  but  the 
facts  connected  with  its  tariff,  and  its  im- 
ports of  English  goods  wotild  sufficiently 
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itemonttratc  the  groundleKncn  of  anj 
ulnrm  from  Belguiti  rivalry.  The  duty 
impcwcd  by  tho  Belgian  tariff  nmounU  tu 
between  25  and  30  per  cent,  on  Knglixh 
medium  goodi,  and  yet  the  amount  im- 
ported year  by  year,  through  the  cuitom- 
houKi  alone,  exceeds  2,300,000  yardK; 
exclunvely  of  prodigioui  quantities  intro- 
duced by  contraband  across  the  frontier  nf 
Hotland.  And  so  far  from  being  able  lo 
compete  with  England,  all  their  printcn 
cnncur  that  their  cost  of  production  \»  at 
leait  25  per  cent,  gratter  than  that  of  Eng- 
land, which,  aiioi  to  their  duty,  would 
make  a  ditlereDcv  of  50  per  cent,  in  the 
value  of  the  respective  productions  i>f  the 
ttro  countries.  A*  tn  America,  tu  which 
we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  exporting  to 
largely,  the  ulnmtage  at  which  wc  do  so, 
and  the  little  danger  which  cxixls  of  her 
taking  the  trade  into  her  own  hands  by 
cnpying  our  patiemii,  must  be  pretty  sp- 

Euvnt  tvhcn  he  told  the  House  that  un 
nglisb  guodi  the  present  Amcriuan  tarilT 
euclR  H  duty  amountinfi,  with  charges,  to 
at  least  70  per  L'cnt.,  and  ihut  in  spite  uf  it 
all  we  send  her  onnuslty  cotton  goods 
to  the  enormous  amount  uf  upwiiiiia  of 
35,0O(J,O00  yards.  These  are  the  .liiel 
producing  countries  of  printed  gmids  in  the 
world,  and  he  hoped  he  hud  saliKlL'd  the 
HouM  that  there  existi^il  but  little  danger 
of  their  copying  iiur  dexigns,  which  were, 
unfortunately,  so  far  ioferiur  tu  their  own, 
or  of  their  sltcniptin);  to  lake  tlie  sup- 
ply out  nf  our  hunds,  when  they  couhl 
only  expect  tn  uipjily  themsulves  at  an  in- 
crea«?d  cost  of  at  IcHSt  5U  per  cent,  ahiire 
the  ordinary  ooat  of  production  in  Eng- 
land OS  comjmred  with  theniM-lvuL  Frum 
foreign  iroin petit iiiii  he  stal««l  tli«tint-tly  and 
adviae-'ly  this  country  b»  nothing  to  ap- 
prchenil  if  she  will  be  but  jiut  to  herwil', 
and  give,  not  protcriion  against  fon'ignen, 
but  ■eciirity  to  her  own  ani»t«  end  artiiuns 
aguinst  injuttiee  from  lln-ir  own  rivuk  at 
home.  Hv  had  only  to  .onclnde  by  thank- 
ing the  Ilouw  fiff  thi'  iiidulgtiil  (ulivncv 
with  whirU  they  had  lieunl  his  Mali'lUi-nl  ; 
he  hjil  tukcii  thi*  matter  up.  nut  us  a  um- 
ni)fiii*tun-r's  ipitttion,  nor  k  retailer's,  n<ir 
all  (.■!k|iorti.-t'*,  but  as  one  of  national  iin- 
jNirtaiiix-.  and  involving  the  future  prov 
|H'rity  iif  ulmint  every  limnch  of  uur  na- 
tiunul  niimufacturva.  'I'hi'x;  wvre  encutn- 
bervd  and  iiijuruJ  by  a  specific  dvleci,  for 
which  he  bud  suiSEested  a  spiiilie  remedy, 
:u)d  iinv  which  he  lieiieved  would  rtiniive 
th.-  evil  i-on>idui»id  of.  i'lmt  renk-dy  liad 
been  fuuDil  ellixtiul  in  viIhx  lUunUhi, 


and  in  other  brancha  in  mde  in  ihb  ;  iB 
extended  copyright  had  raitti  the  ■■»- 
faeturcs  of  France  to  thdr  preMsl  nial  rf 
excellence ;  it  had  been  bund  oqaulf  m»> 
cettful  in  the  highcf  hraBchM  of  nt  fa 
England,  and  his  object  wu  to  n*  mi,  m 
applied  to  induatty  and  masinbllUMi, 
ecjually  honoured  and  equally  ueounfid 
as  when  exerted  for  the  paliacadiMi  of  i^ 
struct  taste  and  the  purpoiea  of  inipnii»> 
live  luxury.  He  moved  tbu  tho  UD  kl 
now  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Jf.  miliamt  had  been  m  mtemia  ^ 
the  committee  instituted  to  inqirfre  Into 
the  iiuention,  and  after  couddonbla  iHl 
tion  nc  Iiiul  uxircd  at  k  condnrin  umOf 
opposite  to  that  which  the  hoa.  OaBlW 
man  who  had  just  sat  doon  hid  tamm  !■• 
It  was  rather  ft  remarkable  fact,  that  ll» 
hou.  Member  had  allowed  two  yon  ll 
elapse  between  the  rilling  of  tbe  CHBHtt* 
tee  and  the  inlroduction  uf  the  praHk 
measure ;  and  he  should  have  infant 
therefrom,  that  the  hon.  Member  HMi^hk 
an  alteration  in  the  law  not  nvA  rcanin^ 
The  committees  named  by  hon.  MeHRT^II 
w.-is  nutgriiHis,  were  usuallj  oonMitBlil 
with  a  majority  in  bvour  ot  tbe  Tint  if 
the  prvpowrs.  That  which  ut  «■  Al 
subject  Defitre  the  Iloiiie,  wu,  in  ths  lul 
insianre,  fuvoiirablc  to  the  ban.  HcabM^ 
views,  Init  afu-r  ulling  thirty.Aiur4q\ 
they  divided  eiiuolly,  and  the  km.  ll«^ 
ber'H  own  vote  curried  the  report  of  dN 
euininittec.  One  hon.  Member  of  iboOT^ 
inittee  had  never  been  urcsent  wbila  |ka 
evidence  wax  taken,  and  only  CUM  4mm 
when  his  vote  wu  required  in  furtlMnm 
of  the  hull.  Gentleman's  views.  It  kid 
kvii  Ktated  by  ex|)ericncrd  witneMo^  lliA 
there  waxiioMiih  thing  as  origi>atilj  h 
tlcM^ii — thai  old  |Kittcrns  were  nerpeWiQf 
rvcoui billed  and  repnNluced.  laeaMMM 
tlH'ii  would  be  productive  uf  notkiif  I 


Iiti^ati<in   and   conitant  dimrtifc 
« i|uei>tioii  iu  dispute  might  m  i^ 
ferred  tu  two  magistrates  who  cMild  ii 


l-'irM, 


jiciialties  between  3J.  and  WL,  Nnt,  «■ 
iKirty  might  liriiig  his  action  fix-  diaipifc 
Hicu  the  I'ourt  of  Cliauccrv  night  ha  ip> 
{tealed  tu  ill  a  r>uii  which  migiit  laM  t«n^ 
one  y«ar» — all  about,  what,  perhapa,  WW 
not  worth  -is.  6J.  Tbe  tact  waa,  ihtt 
vrigiiiatity  of  iiiveutitin  may  be  Hid  !• 
have  been  ekiiauslul,  and  IM  prgdootln 
of  original  new  derigua  could  luutDj  to 
vx|iei.-ted.  The  great  rvquiHte  fai  As 
caiitu. printing  buoin  was  Atlfmmt^ 
Mr.  llcury,  J  UuMin,  <      hid  boM  % 
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cause  of  the  iDtroductiou  of  ibii  bill,  had 
hiniEelf  adopted  for  many  yean  the  copy- 
ing syitern,  because  he  saved  the  expense 
of  keeping  his  owu  pattern  drawers,  and 
lie  also  saved  in  the  cost  of  engraving  his 
rollers  for  printing,  together  not  less  than 
1 .000/.  or  1  ,*MiOL  a^year.   It  had  aiiswercil 
Mr.  (lenry's  purpose  to  copy,  as  had  beeo 
stated,  in  the  early  part  of  his  career  in 
business,    but    subseuuently  he    adopted 
the  system  of  producing  his  own  design^ 
and   now  he  wanted    to    have  the  ex- 
tended copyright.     Where  was  the  mo- 
rality or  honesty  of  copying  from  foreigners 
any  more  than  in  copying  fnim  our  own 
countrymen  ?     The  whole  system  of  pat- 
tern making  was  not  the  forming  patterns 
on  original  ideas,  but  the  combining  them 
from  existing  designs.  The  passing  of  such 
a  measure  as  this  would  create  a  system 
of  copying  English  patterns  on  the  part 
of  foreigners,  and  establishments  would  be 
formed  in  forcigu  countries  for  that  ex- 
press purpose.     At  present  the  trade  in 
this  country  principally  de|)ended  u|)on  the 
perpetual   production    of    new    fiattcrns, 
as    a     large    manufacturer    hail    stated. 
There  was  no  truth  in  the  representation  of 
the  extent  t%  which  competition  was  car- 
ric<l  by  France,  which  did  not  produce  one- 
third  of  the  quantity  manufactured  iu  this 
country,  and  the  superiority  of  France  in 
deMigning  was  entirely  to  be  attributed  to 
the  estaolishmcnt  of  schools  of  design  by 
the  (torcrnment.     From  the  evidence  to 
which   he  had  so  often   referred,   it  ap- 
|iearcd,  that  one  manufacturer,  who  pro- 
duced as  many  as  500  patterns  annually, 
had  onlv  one  of  that  number  copied.     On 
the  ^-anous  grounds,  then,  which  he  had 
stated  to  the  House,  he  was  prepared  to 
contend,  that  they  could  obtain  no  exact 
information  as  to  what  did  and  what  did 
not  constitute  an  original  pattern ;    for  it 
clearly  appeared,  that  practical   men  did 
not  know,  as  they  stated,  the  whole  system 
of  designing  what  were  called  new  patterns 
was  only  a  new  arrangement  of  objects  taken 
from  oU  patterns.    He  apprehended,  more 
over,  that  the  bill  as  it  then  stood  would 
give  rise  to  endless  litigation,  and,  iu  his 
judgment,  it  was  not  possible  for  that 
House  to  act  unoo  a  principle  more  injuri- 
ous to  the  well  being  of  trade  tluui  the 
principle  of  interference.  The  persons  who 
were  themselves  eonged  io  trade  mast  be 
the  best  judges  of  Uieir  own  interest,  and 
they  were  at  ail  times  opposed  to  inter* 
fereuoe.    The  late  tiir  ttobsrt  Peel  was 
loiga  Mtmberof  tluit  Houa^  andiiatu- 


rally  possessed  great  influence,  yet  he 
never  thought  of  proposing  any  suck 
measure.  OUier  eminent  mea  connected 
with  the  trade  possessed  similar  opportu. 
nities*  but  never  thought  of  taking  advan- 
tage of  them  for  such  purposes.  He 
believed  there  were  not  twenty  Members 
in  that  House  who  possessed  the  know- 
ledge requisite  to  legislate  on  the  subject 
before  them.  Surely  the  House  would 
pause  before  they  adopted  such  a  change, 
unkss  a  very  strong  case  were  made  out, 
and  the  case  laid  before  the  committee 
was  anything  but  a  strong  case.  For  his 
part,  he  had  resolved  to  oppose  the  measure 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power. 

liord  F.  EgerUm  oiMerved,  that  no  mat- 
ter by  whom  the  proposition  had  beea 
originated,  the  adoption  would  be,  he  wis 
sure,  received  as  a  great  public  benefit. 
He  entertained  much  respect  for  the 
opinions  of  those  who  were  practically  en« 
gaged  in  the  business  which  the  proposed 
measure  was  intended  to  affect ;  and  re- 
presenting, as  he  did,  a  county  in  which 
there  were  so  many  manufacturers,  he 
should  feel  bound  to  defer  to  the  opinions 
of  his  constituents,  if  they  were  unani- 
mous, or  even  nearly  so,  in  opposing  the 
views  whicli  ho  entertained.  He  found, 
out  of  179  firms,  there  were  only  36  op- 
posed to  the  bill,  either  in  its  principles  or 
its  details.  In  Manchester,  48  firms  were 
favourable,  and  only  36  adverse.  The 
superiority  of  France,  in  the  art  of  design, 
was  universally  acknowledged,  and  that 
superiority  must  clearly  pnxreed,  in  part, 
at  least,  from  the  superior  education  which 
the  French  received.  It  was  an  interest- 
ing fact,  that  the  present  Government  had 
resolved  to  devote  a  considerable  sum  to 
the  purposes  of  education,  and  that  they 
pro|>o»ea  to  assign  to  Manchester  some 
|iortion  of  the  sum  to  be  so  applied.  They 
inteudt^,  of  course,  to  act  upon  the  wise 
principle  of  not  giving  more  than  an 
amount  equal  to  that  raised  from  local 
sources.  Now,  he  could  not  doubt,  that 
the  people  of  Mancliester  would  readily 
agree  to  raise  a  sum  of  150/.  a-year.  He 
therefore,  would  give  his  support  to  the 
bill,  and  was  confirmed  in  doing  so,  by 
having  received  letters  from  several  manu- 
fiicturers  showing  the  great  necessity  that 
existed  for  the  protection  which  this  mea« 
sure  was  intended  to  afford. 

Mr.  Skeil  was  in  favour  of  the  principle 
of  extending  the  period  of  copyright,  but 
not  to  so  long  a  period  as  nine  months* 
He  thought  six  monthe  would  be  iafli« 
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cicnt.  Fie  thought  it  very  questionable 
whether  the  machinery  of  legistration 
would  be  found  to  work  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  No  doubt,  as  far  as  was  consis- 
tent with  the  public  interest,  the  period 
of  protection  ought  to  be  extended ;  but 
in  a  speech  made  by  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, the  Member  for  Tamworth,  on  the 
5th  of  February,  1840,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  urged  the  necessity  of  having 
the  evidence  of  some  practical  men  on  the 
subject,  adding,  that  he  found  great  diffi- 
culty in  saying  whether  there  ought  to  be 
an  extension,  and  also  in  saying,  what 
that  period  ought  to  be.  Now,  certainly 
he  derived  very  little  information  from  the 
committee.  The  hon.  Member  for  Belfast 
said,  that  Ireland  was  unanimous.  Very 
probably  so,  seeing  there  was  only  one 
iirm  to  express  its  opinion,  Manchester, 
however,  was  the  place  they  must  go  to. 
There  he  found  forty-eight  6rms  for  the 
extension,  and  thirty-six  against  it.  That 
was,  at  all  events,  a  considerable  minority, 
and  one  that  ought  to  be  taken  into  ac- 
count, though  he  admitted  that  their  opin- 
ion was  not  conclusive.  Mr.  Potter,  a 
witness  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Coventry,  was  in  favour  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  extension;  and  yet  Mr.  Potter 
admitted,  that  the  majority  of  the  greatest 

Eroducers  were  opposed  to  it.  [The  right 
on.  Gentleman  read  extracts  from  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Potter  and  of  other  wit- 
nesses before  the  committee,  to  show,  that 
the  great  producers  were  generally  opposed 
to  the  extcniiun  of  the  copyright,  while 
the  producers  of  the  finer  descriptiuni  of 
goods  were  in  favour  of  it.]  Another 
class,  whose  interests  were  deserving  of 
consideration,  were  the  retailers.  If  the 
present  bill  were  carried,  a  bill  of  injunc- 
tion, with  all  its  attendant  expenses,  would 
lie  not  only  against  the  original  pirate,  but 
alto  again5t  some  hundreds  of  retailers. 
This  was  a  strong  motive  fur  retailers  to 
oppose  the  bill,  and  accordingly  he  was 
not  surprised  to  Hud  that  almost  all  the  re- 
tailers of  Manchester  were  against  it.  [Mr. 
E.Ttnnent:  ••No.no!**]  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man seemed  to  think  he  had  mis-stated  the 
fact,  but  he  would  refer  hini  to  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Kershaw,  to  show,  that  the 
retailers  were  op]x>sed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  /.'.  Tenntni  said,  he  had  not  attri- 
buted any  mis-statement  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  but  he  would  refer  him  to  the 
petitions  on  the  Table  from  retailers  io 
support  of  the  bill 


Mr.  Shml  said,  that  the  e^  ii 
the  committee  bore  out  his  fiev  of  Ckt 

case ;   still  that  would  ce aly  bt 

insufficient  ground  for  refusing  Um 
sioo.  An  unfair  attack  bad  boas 
upon  Mr.  Lucas.  That  geotleman 
took  goods  that  had  been  copied 
three  months  fixed  by  law  had  passed, i 
therefore  he  ought  not  to  be  called  a  piinla. 
Supposing  the  present  bill  i 
would  surely  be  unfair  to  describe 
pirates  who  adopted  the  designs  of  otliew 
after  the  extended  period  ^  protocciaa 
had  expired.  The  present  law  had 
made  perpetual  in  1794,  and  sioco 
there  had  been  no  change,  and  yet 
had  prospered  in  a  remarkable 
But  if  there  must  be  an  exIeosMNSi 
months  would  be  soBicient.  There 
evidence  to  prove,  that  six  mooiha  vooU 
be  amply  sufficient  for  the  boose 
and  for  the  Dutch,  German,  and 
markets,  though  perhaps  not  soBckot  fsr 
the  Italian  market ;  but  if  sis  OMotta 
sufficed  for  the  home  market,  and  Ihr  as 
many  of  the  most  important  foreign 
kets,  he  thought  they  ought  to  pai 
fore  they  granted  more.  He  had  thiot 
reasons  for  withholding  bis  consent  ftasB 
the  extension  now  asked  for.  In  tho  flrtt 
place.  It  would  put  a  restraint  on  BogKBll 
copyists,  but  not  on  foreign  copyisia  %  It 
would  give  a  monopoly  to  English  in- 
ventors in  the  home  market,  bni 
lav  no  restraint  on  French  and 


copyists.  In  the  next  place,  by  enboMinf 
the  value  of  a  copyright,  it  would  fnrailh 
additional   incentives  to  piraey,  and  by 
making  a  copyright  worth  litigating,  An 
foundation  would  be  laid  for  an  inuMaao 
deal  of  litigation.     In  the  third  pla€a«  aa 
extension  to  nine  months  woold  mafarinlly 
alTcct  the  facility  with  which  wercaiitio 
operations  ought  to  be  carried  on.    Tho 
right  hon.  Member  for  Tamworth  had  OS* 
pressed  adoubtof  the  policy  of  registimtioo^ 
and  he  entertained  the  same  donbC    Tho 
system  was  to  be  borrowed  froos  FfOMOt 
but    in    France    there    were   fifltv««i|te 
officers  for  registration,  while  in  Hriaal 
It  was  proposed  to  have  only  one.    Nov,. 
there  were  individual  manufactwon  «ho 
produced  oOO  designs  in  a  year.    Woeo 
they  all  to  be  registered  ?    He  t 
also  very  much  whether  the 
officer  was  a  fit  person  to  decide  wl 
a  design  was  origi     I  or  not.     It 
to  the  extended  prot    i      to  desina  tkaft 
France  wu  lodebu        i     topwHlly  jw^. 
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that  respect,  but  to  her  splendid  collection 
of  the  fine  arts,  and  to  the  free  admission 
of  the  public  to  those  collections.  Bj 
those  collections  the  public  taste  was  cul- 
ttratedy  and  a  sense  of  the  beautiful  dif- 
fused. Still  the  manufactures  of  this 
country  had  prospered;  but  their  extension 
had  been  owing,  not  to  the  beauty  of  de- 
signs, but  to  the  cheapness  of  the  fabric ; 
and  they  ought  to  be  careful  not  to  endan- 
ger the  commerce  of  the  country  by  doing 
any  thing  to  lessen  that  cheapness. 

Dr.  Bowring  did  not  object  to  the  ob- 
ject of  this  bill;  but  he  thought  it  would 
prove  inefficient  to  accomplish  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  designed.  The  aim  of 
the  bill  was  to  protect  inventions  in  design, 
but  the  bill  did  not  define  what  should  be 
considered  inventions.  It  was  proposed 
by  this  measure  to  vest  the  right  of  adja- 
dicttion  in  cases  of  dispute  as  to  the 
infringement  of  designs  in  justices  of  the 
peace»  who,  he  conceived,  were  certainly 
not  the  best  qualified  judges  to  decide  on 
such  a  subject.  In  France  the  decision  of 
such  questions  was  committed  to  a  council 
of  prtuT'hommeSf  which  sat  daily,  and 
redress  was  easily  obtained,  and  the  work- 
ing of  the  system  was  most  efficient.  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  proposed  this 
bill  would  endeavour  to  create  a  proper 
tribunal  to  decide  upon  what  really  were 
inventions  in  designs— if  he  could  appoint 
an  economical  and  efficient  system  of 
rec;istration,  and  establish  an  easy  and 
effectual  mode  of  obtaining  redress  when 
designs  had  been  pirated,  he  would  con- 
fer great  benefit  on  society*  The  present 
bill,  he  feared,  would  only  lead  to  litiga- 
tion and  embarrassment,  and  would  fail  to 
effect  the  object  which  it  was  the  design 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  accomplish. 

Mr.  Mark  Pkilipi  said,  that  in  con- 
sidering the  subject,  he  was  actuated  only 
by  a  desire  to  come  to  a  sound  and  just 
conclusion.  He  thought  there  wu  a  great 
deal  of  difficulty  ai  to  the  definition  of 
what  WM  really  an  original  design,  for  a 
peraon  went  to  Paris  and  purchased  a 
design,  and  then  entering  it  in  this  coun- 
try as  an  original  design,  would  have  it 
protected  as  an  original.  He  had  in  his 
possession  a  pattern  which  was  purchased 
m  Paris  by  a  Manchester  house,  and  al- 
most at  the  same  time  another  Manchester 
house  purchased  the  same  pattern  in  Paris 
from  other  parties,  and  one  of  those  houses 
was  about  to  publish  it,  until  they  beard 
iccidentally  Ibil  il  wu  io  Ibo  hiiuU  of 


another  house  in  Manchester.  Was  there 
any  security  that  if  individuals  without 
large  capital  purchased  a  pattern  unwit- 
tingly under  such  circumstances,  they 
might  not  be  deterred  from  using  it  by  the 
dread  of  proceedings  against  them,  al- 
though they  purchased  the  design  in  igno- 
rance of  the  circumstances  ?  It  appeared 
to  him  that,  when  persons  talked  so  much 
about  piracy,  they  ought  to  state  designs 
were  frequently  selected  in  France  and 
entered  in  this  country  as  original  designs. 
He  thought  that  an  international  copyright 
was  a  measure  which  ought  to  precede  this| 
in  order  to  render  it  efficient.  With  refe- 
rence to  the  greater  facility  of  production 
of  design  in  France  than  in  this  country, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  one  cause  which 
greatly  tended  to  that  advantage,  was  the 
more  enlightened  course  which  the  French 
government  adopted  in  giving  the  people 
access  to  works  of  art,  whereas  in  this 
country  all  our  public  institutions  were 
almost  inaccessible  to  the  people,  though 
he  would  admit  that  considerable  improve- 
ments had  been  effected  in  that  respect. 
With  respect  to  the  duration  of  the  copy- 
right of  a  design,  it  should  be  recollected 
that  novelty  was  the  great  recommenda- 
tion to  the  public  taste  in  those  articles  of 
manufacture  which  were  concerned  in  any 
measure  having  relation  to  the  subject 
under  their  consideration.  He  thought 
that  three  months'  protection   would  be 

Suite  sufficient  to  protect  the  copyright  in 
esigns  throughout  one  season.  So  far  as 
his  own  opinion  was  concerned,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  a  copyright  of  three  montha' 
was  enough ;  but  he  would  consent  to  an 
extension  to  six  months,  and  farther  than 
that  he  would  not  consent  to  go. 

Captain  Fiizroy  understood  that  the 
effect  of  the  short  term  of  copyright  was 
to  cause  the  manufacturer  to  charge  a 
higher  price  than  he  would  have  occasion 
to  do  if  he  were  secured  the  remuneration 
which  a  longer  term  of  copyright  would 
afford  him.  His  object  in  rising  was,  to 
urge  on  the  House  a  greater  protection  of 
the  copyright  of  designs  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  carpets  than  was  at  present  afforded. 
The  designs  for  carpets  were  very  expen- 
sive ;  and  to  produce  the  first  yard  of 
carpet  in  the  loom  coat  a  price  ranging 
frem  5L  to  14^  The  manufactorer  was 
put  to  great  expense  and  trouble  to  pro- 
duce his  design,  and  it  was  very  hard  that 
another  person  should  be  allowed  to  pirate 
his  design  and  oodeffaaU  bio,  and  aabjed 
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him  10  the  odium  of  cbar^^iog^  a  higher 
price  than  the  individual,  who,  by  meani 
of  pirating  hit  design,  uai  enabled  to 
undersell  him.  He  had  been  assured  that 
the  present  term  of  twelve  months'  pro- 
tection to  this  description  of  copyright 
was  not  sufficient,  and  that  no  period  less 
than  three  years  would  afford  a  fair  and 
just  protection  to  this  branch  of  manu- 
facture. 

Mr.  Morri$on  said,  the  subject  now 
under  discuuion  was  full  of  difficulties, 
and  called  for  g^eat  caution  in  legislating 
upon  it.  One  of  the  difficulties  arose 
from  the  fact,  that  all  or  the  greater  part 
of  the  designs  printed  in  this  country  were 
bought  in  France.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Manehester  had  stated  one  instance  of  the 
same  identical  pattern  having  been  sold  to 
two  different  houses,  and  ho  knew  an  in- 
stance of  the  same  pattern  being  sold  to 
four  different  parties.  He,  however,  did 
not  see  how  the  manufacturers  of  this 
country  could  improve  on  designs  unleu 
some  moderate  protection  was  afforded 
them.  In  cheapneu  and  quality  we  had 
a  decided  advantage  in  our  productions 
over  all  other  nations  ;  but  he  thought  we 
could  not  maintain  this  position,  unless  an 
alteration  were  made  in  the  law  of  copy- 
right of  designs.  He  did  not  think  our 
foreign  trade  would  be  iiijared  by  it.  It 
had  been  stated  that  its  effect  would  be  to 
prevent  novelty  ;  but  the  eiistcnce  of  this 
protection  in  Prance  did  not  prevent 
novelty  there. 

Mr.  J.  Ileathcoat  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  Belfast  had  not  cunitdered 
how  his  measure  was  to  be  carried  out. 
The  machinery  of  the  bill  waidcft'irtive.  The 
Bill  uould  afford  no  protccliun  against 
fraudulent  registration.  His  own  expe- 
rience made  him  fear  that  it  would  not 
prevent  such  fraud.  The  country  being 
so  niuch  dependent  on  France  fur  articles 
of  fashion,  collision  miglit  exist  between 
persons  at  home  and  in  that  country,  by 
which  patterns  brought  from  Paris  might 
appear  in  England  at  a  time  when  they 
would  be  passed  off  as  original.  The  cer- 
liffcate  was  pruma  facie  evidence  of  ori- 
ginality, and  how  could  the  Koglish  sliup- 
keeper  go  over  to  France  to  prove  that 
patterns  which  ho  may  have  purchased 
were  not  original?  Besides,  as  there  was 
nothing  new  under  the  sun.  old  forgotten 
designs  might  be  passed  off'  as  new  ones. 
There  was  another  objection,  that  persons 
in  ibia  counlry  dad  ool  know  what  waa 


registered ;  hot  in  France  ibnl 
the  case.  Many  of  the  evils» 
to  piracy  of  designs,  were  aloMMl  iani 
ble ;  but  he  should  be  ready  to  wpwaH 
any  measure  which  appeared  to  hias  tuuly 
to  remedy  them,  and  ha  ahoold  wol  ha 
amongst  those  who  woald  deny  fiair 
tection. 

Mr.  BrotherioH  Uiought,  no 
reason  had  been  given  for  mahiaf  aay 
alteration  in  the  law.  Tha  ob)«ct  of  Iha 
bill  was  to  increaae  the  protita  of 
printer,  and  it  would  not 
cheaper.  Old  pattcrna  would  ba  hapl 
before  the  public.  He  was  aaaaiod  thai 
the  bill  would  promote  litigatioo,  and  giaa 
rise  to  much  oppression.  Ha  i  ~ 
the  House  to  proceed  very  cantiooaly 
establishing  these  monopolies.  Tho 
sent  system  effectually  benefitted  hadTlho 
printers  and  the  public. 

Mr.  ileuley  said,  that  thoogh  hawilha 
excessive  clumsy  mackinerv  of  iho  Hi 
no  man  could  be  convicted  of  aoylU^f 
under  it,  as  it  threw  on  tha  plainlUT  at 
defendant  the  onus  of  proving  or 
ing  a  negative  knowledge ;  still  tha 
keeper  might  be  put  to  great 
annoyance  by  these  provisions.  Ha 
be  brought  up  before  a  magistrala, 
have  to  employ  counsel  and  attomeja 
defend  him  in  any  action  that  nsighl  ho 
brought  against  him.  If  a  man 
\f>OL  on  pirated  goods,  he  ncvar 
sell  them,  because,  though  tha 
was  only  for  twelve  asonths,  it 
ever  so  far  as  tho  shopkeeper  waa 
ccrncd.  If  no  other  Member 
matter  up,  he  should  oppoaa  tha  fawllaaf 
the  bill  in  committee. 


Mr.  OlaiisUme  rose  to  say  hat  vwy 
words  on  a  subject  which  had  alraaiy 
dergcme  sf>  protracted  a  discussioB.  Hlaf 
Friend  had  lieon  dckirous  in  coaiaBiftaa  af 
offering  some  explanatory  Htateaseal  aa  lo 
the  statiitica  of  the  trade,  as  to  thaaaaap^ 
rativc  importance  of  the  firms  aofagad  ha 
the  trade  for  and  against  tha  saaaswie 
nohle  Friend,  the  Member  fur  Sooth 
cashire,  liad  kUted,  that  out  of  179 
engaged  in  thii  trade,  thirty*aiji  anlj 
against  a  measure  of  this  deacripCiao  ; 
it  had  been  stated  in  evidence  gtvao  hi 
the  commit trc  that  thoaa  thifftf-i 
with  respect  to  the  quantity  af 
printed,  were  greater  praduoan 
article  than  the  whole  ranaining 
of  printers.  That  atataisent 
crroneoua.    Oat  of  i6/XJ0 
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only  3,319  belonged  to  the  oppoaere  of  this 
measure.  Out  of  43,0()0  men  cmpiovcd  only 
7,400  were  employed  by  those  who  were 
against  the  measure.     Out  of  l(j,000,000 
of  pieces  printed,    only  4,500,000  were 
printed   by  those  who  opposed   this  bill. 
Unless  these  figures  could  be  successfully 
impugned,  it  was  certain  that  the  general 
sense  of  the   trade  was  in  favour  of  the 
measure.    With  respect  to  the  obicctious 
which   had  been   made  to  this  bill,  they 
were  divided  into  two  classes.    One  class 
of  objectors  were  opposed  to  any  legislation 
on  the  subject ;  the  other  class  objected  to 
the  mode  of  registration  j  but  he  thought 
that  was  a  matter  which  would  be  more 
proiierly  attended  to  in  committee.    The 
right  huu.  Gcntkmaii  (Mr.  Siicil  had  esti- 
mated the  number  of  designs  which  would 
be  registered  every  year  at  the  enormous 
amount  of   half  a  million.     ^Mr.  tSheil, 
'*  No.n     Well,  then,  he  was  mistaken,  and 
the  riglit  hon.  Gentleman,  he  trusted,  had 
discaraed  this  ground  of   objection.      It 
might  be  that  some  thousand  designs  would 
have  to  be  registered  ever\'  year,  and  that 
in  consequence  a  more  eracient  organiza* 
tion  of  the  register-office  might  be  needed ; 
but  this  was  no  objection  to  the  bill.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  objected  to  the 
certificate  of  the  registering  officer  being 
made   ailmisbible    as  evidence   in    courts 
of  law  ;  but  it  was  admissible  only  as  prima 
,/ffCf>  evidence,  and  it  would  be  perfectly  com- 
petent to  any  party  to  bring  an  action  at  law 
to  show  that  the  certificated  design  was  an 
old  one,  in  which  case  the  certifi^te  would 
be  overruled  by  direct  evidence,  and  the  party 
adducing  it  would  be  cast.  But  the  position 
of  the  retail  dealers  would  be  altered,  the 
right  hon.  Cientleman  insisted,  by  this  bill, 
and  the  mode  and  manner  of  bringing  these 
|Nuiies  to  aooouDt  had  been  much  objected 
to.     But  was  tlie  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  of  the  clause  to  the  same  effect  in 
the  existing  law  ?  There  was  no  additional 
severity,  but,  on  the  cootrarv,  somewhat  of 
relaxation  in  the  mode  of  nringing  these 
parties  to  account,  as  compared  with  the 
act  of  the  Sod  of  Victoria.    Another  objec- 
tion was,  that  two  parlies  might  purchase 
the  sane  invention— that  one  might  re* 
gister,  mod  the  other  being  a  bomijide  pur- 
chaser, might  be  treated  as  a  pirate,    fhis 
certainly  was  a  possible  case,  which  might 
occur  under  this  bill  i  but  so  it  might  occur 
under  the  existing  law,  or  under  any  law 
of  patents,  and  be  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  Uiat  when  it  did  occur*  it  must  be 
owing,  10  •  gmt  ocMire,  to  tbo  negU* 


geuce  of  tlie  |Murtie8  tlicmselves.  It  was 
material  that  tho  House  should  obwrve, 
that  tho  great  objection,  after  all,  was  the 
fear  that  the  measure  would  be  injurioiM  to 
foreign  trade.  But  he  should  expect  a 
iudicious  kw  of  oopyrights  of  disigus  to 
bene6t  materially,  not  only  the  foreign,  but 
the  home  trade  also,  by  stimulatiug  the 
genius  of  inventors,  and  so  stiv)ulating 
commerce.  It  bad  been  said,  they  ought 
to  rely,  not  on  a  copyright-law,  but  on 
schools  of  design,  for  tne  extension  of  taste. 
He,  for  one,  should  like  to  see  schoolg  of 
design  flourisliing}  but  though  it  was  all 
very  well  to  estaQish  schools  w  design,  and 
thereby  create  a  race  of  good  inventors,  yet, 
if  you  did  not  also  give  those  inventory 
when  educated,  tho  means  of  obtaining  a 
livelihood  by  some  such  measure  as  thiiL 
the  institution  of  schools  of  design  would 
be  nugatory.  This  difficulty  had  already 
been  experienced  in  the  matter  of  primary 
education.  It  is  vain]  to  found  normal 
schools,  unless  you  have  the  means  of 
retaining  by  sufficient  remuneration  those 
who  may  be  trained  in  them.  Seeing,  then, 
that  the  objections  were  either  minute  or 
unfounded,  and  that  the  bill  came  befote 
them  under  the  recommendation  of  a  com- 
mittee, he  trusted  that  the  second  reading 
would  obtain  tlie  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed. 


CopYRiaiiT.]  Viscount  hfahtm 
that  on  moving  the  second  reading  of 
the  Oinyright  bill,  he  had  conceived  that 
it  would  have  lieen  his  duty  to  state  the 
main  arguments  in  fiivour  of  it,  and  alM> 
to  reply  to  the  main  objections  which  had 
been  taken  against  it;  but  since  he  had 
como  into  the  House,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbury  (Mr.  Wakley),  who  bad 
formerly  taken  so  active  a  part  in  tlie 
discussions  on  thb  subject,  had  told  him 
that,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  far  more 
convenient  to  the  Houie  if  the  diictia- 
sion  were  postponed  till  they  came  to  the 
third  clause  in  committee,  as  it  wae  thai 
clause  whidi  involved  the  principle  of  the 
measure,  and  as  probably  only  one  discus* 
sion  on  tliat  principle  would  be  required. 
In  that  opinion,  be  (Lord  Mabon)  bad 
found,  that  his  right  hon*  Friend,  the 
Member  for  l^nburgh  (Mr.  Macaiday), 
also  concurred.  He  should,  therefore, 
reserve  himself  for  the  next  st«fe  of  the 
bill,  and  merely  more  that  it  nov  be  read 
a  foCTud  time* 
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Mr.  Wakle^  was  rery  glad  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  consulted  the  wishes  of  several 
hoD.  Members  oo  that  side  of  the  House. 
He  beliercd  that  the  geoeral  wish  was, 
that  authors  should  receive  adequate  pro- 
tection for  the  great  services  which  they 
rendered ;  the  only  difference  was  as  to 
the  mode  of  securing  that  protection. 

Mr.  Macaulajf  said,  that  last  year  he 
should  not  have  divided  the  House  on  the 
second  reading,  if  language  had  not  been 
used  which  rendered  the  step,  as  he  con* 
sidered,  imperative  upon  him.  The  mea- 
sure as  it  now  stood  was  a  great  improve- 
ment on  that  of  last  year,  though  there 
were  still  a  great  many  defects  of  detail 
which  he  would  wish  to  see  altered.  Upon 
the  whole,  however,  he  was  not  without 
hopes  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  arrive 
at  a  satisfiictory  measure. 

Bill  read  a  second  time ;  to  be  committed. 

Marriages— Adjourned  Debate.] 
Mr.  Borihwick  did  not  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  on  the  motion  that  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the 
present  marriage  law ;  yet  he  hoped  the 
House  would  allow  him  to  state  briefly  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  should  give  his 
vote.  There  appeared  to  him  to  have  l>een 
urged  against  any  measure  of  this  nature 
three  main  objections.  First,  that  it  was 
a  bill  contrary  to  the  revealed  will  of  God ; 
secondly,  that  the  whole  course  of  legisla- 
tion in  this  country  for  nearly  the  last  1  ,/>00 
years  bad  been  in  opposition  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill ;  and,  thirdly,  that  the  practical 
operation  of  such  a  law  being  once  incor- 
porated in  the  statute-book  would  be  to 
take  off  the  fine  edge  of  that  morality 
which  now  existed  in  families.  If  these 
three  propositions  could  be  maintained, 
then  he  was  sure  that  the  noble  I^rd  who 
had  proposed  the  measoie  (Lord  Francis 
Egerton)  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  would  have  been  the  very  last  man 
to  have  brought  it  all  under  Jiscuuion. 
If  it  could  be  proved  that  the  revealed  will 
of  God  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
prososal  now  made,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
ooble  Lord,  even  at  this  stage  of  tiie 
measure,  to  withdraw  it.  But  in  his 
opinion  the  argument  which  had  been 
advanced  in  support  of  that  proposition 
could  not  be  sustsioed.  The  text  which 
had  been  quoted  from  I^viticus  clearly 
forbade  the  marriage  of  a  wife's  sister  only 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  wife  herself. 
Md  did  not  in  aoy  way  prohibit  the  mar* 


I  riage  of  such  sister  after  the  death  of  Chi 
wife.  Then  with  regard  to  the  wtoomi 
proposition,  he  confessed  that  it  wu  oaa 
which,  at  6rst  sight,  wore  the  appaaranoa 
of  much  gravity.  It  assertcdt  Chat  fer 
nearly  1,500  yean,  the  aaited  0|Nomi  af 
the  Catholic  Christian  church  had  kum 
directly  against  the  law  now  propoaad  ^ 
the  noble  Lord.  He  had  to  oboervOp  firat, 
that  although  they  found  in  tha 
Catholic  church  there  were  prohibilai 
against  these  marriages,  yet  they  ~ 
also  that  there  was  a  probibitioa 
any  marriage  at  all  on  the  part  of  Iha 
priesthood.  Now,  he  woaM  aak  than 
who  put  this  argument  as  agaiaat   Iha 

{iresent  bill  becoming  the  law  af  Iha 
and,  did  the  Roman  Catbolie  chmch 
forbid  marriage  to  their  priesthood  aa  a 
matter  of  discipline,  or  aa  a  matlar  af 
moral  rectitude  ?  The  reply  most  ba^  Ihai 
the  Roman  Catholic  church  fbrbada  k  aa 
a  matter  of  discipline  solely.  The  Eaglah 
Protestant  Church  bad,  so  far  aa  nmim&i 
their  priesthood,  annulled  the  prohioilioBb 
The  same  principle  which  indnoid  iha 
Roman  Catholic  church  to  prohihit  Ihak 
priests  from  marrying,  also  iodacad  Ihaaa 
to  prohibit  a  man  from  marrying  hia 
ceased  wife's  sister.  And  if  the 
church  had  the  power  to  annul  iha 
class  of  prohibited  marriages,  so  aba 
it  the  power  to  annul  the  lattar 
The  Pope  also  could  grant  to  parliaa 
pensation,  and  allow  them  to  marry 
the  prohibited  degrees.  Bnt  nodi 
ing  power  was  ever  given  to  tha 
by  the  Catholic  church  over  acta 
were  in  themselves  and  in  their  own 
directly  sinful.  It  would  not  be 
by  anv  Protestant  to  be  aignad  thai  Iha 
Pope  had  a  dispensing  power  over  aela 
that  were  contrary  to  the  revealed  wiU  af 
God.  It  was  clear,  then,  that  iha 
ment  founded  upon  the  long  conliai 
of  the  law  which  forbade  soch 
could  not  be  adduced  in  support  of  asf 
other  proposition  than  that  iha  RoaHHi 
Catholic  church  bad  deemed  it  right  la 
make  the  prohibition  aa  a  matlar  of  dfaai- 
plinc  merely ;  and  as  a  mere  aaallar  af 
discipline  on  the  part  of  that  ehaich  k 
could  not  be  put  as  a  reason  why  tha  La- 
gislature  of  a  Protestant  commnniiy  ~ 
not  alter  such  a  law.  Then  with 
to  the  third  objection,  founded  oa 
moral  effect  of  this  measnre  on 
It  had  been  said,  that  tha  oppoahiaa  af 
tha  Chuich  of  Roma  to  tha  ininii|i  tf  m 
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man  with  hii  deceued  wife's  litter  wm 
founded  upon  the  immoral  tendency  of 
Buch  marriagei.  if  that  could  be  sbown, 
no  penon  would  be  more  ready  than  him- 
teir  (o  reverence  the  motive  which  actuated 
that  church.  Slill  the  purity  of  (he 
motive  was  not  lufBcient  to  convince  him 
of  the  soundneii  of  it  in  reaaon  and  in 
eipetience.  For  hi«  part,  he  believed  ihat 
thoae  who  contracted  theae  marria^ 
were  actuated  by  the  pureat  motivea.  At 
all  event!,  he  was  firmly  convinced  that  if 
a  man  could  be  brought  to  regard  hia 
wife'a  aiiter  with  any  feeling*  of  nn  im- 

firoper  nature,  it  wai  not  in  the  power  of 
egialation  to  aet  aright  the  moral  derange- 
ment of  that  man 'a  mind.  Hia  arrange- 
ment in  favour  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
Houie  wai  tbii,  firtt,  that  theae  marriagei 
were  not  prohibited  by  the  lacred  writinga, 
lecondly,  that  they  were  not  againat  the 
authority  of  the  church,  inatmuch  at  that 
authority  reeled  on  moral  grounda ;  and, 
thirdly,  that  the^  were  not  productive  of 
moral  inconvenience  to  one-half  the 
amount  that  exiated  under  the  oreteni 
law.  I1te  prohibition  which  thia  bill  went 
to  remova  produced  eTili  in  law,  evili  in 
morale,  and  evila  in  religion,  which  he 
waa  ture  hon.  Membera  would  be  very 
alow  to  encourage.  On  thete  ground)  he 
implored  the  Ilouae  to  adopt  the  pretent 
meature  in  order  that  an  end  might  be 
put  to  them. 

Mr.  Curteit  thought  the  evidence  to  be 
adduced  from  tcripture  much  in  favour  of 
the  bill,  but  he  reprobated  an  attempt^ 
auch  a«  had  been  made  by  the  ban,  Baronei 
the  Member  for  Oxford,  to  give  a  religioua 
character  to  the  ditcuation.  He  could 
aee  nothing  like  impurity  in  the  connection 
between  a  widower  and  bii  late  wife'a 
titter,  and  «ome  of  the  evili  of  the  pretent 
atale  of  the  law  had  Fallen  under  hia  own 
obaervatiun.  How  the  notiona  oF  penont 
might  contcicntiously  differ  upon  this 
quettion  waa  itlmtrated  by  the  Fact,  that 
while  Or.  Puaey  had  written  atrongly  in 
tupport  of  the  cauw  etpouted  by  the  hon. 
Baionet  the  Member  for  Oxford,  the 
Afchbiahup  of  Dublin  had  taken  an  oppo- 
site view,  anrl  in  a  publiahed  letter  bad 
given  it  aa  hit  decided  opinion  that  ii 
much  better  to  leave  persona  to  the 
giiiddnce  of  their  own  feelingi,  and  to  the 
dirtatea  of  (heir  own  conscience*  than  t<i 
|i^i>late  at  all  upon  the  subject.  H<. 
trusted,  therefore,  that  the  ordinary 
courteay  would    not    be    denied  in  thi& 
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inttanee,  and  that  the  noble  Lord 
ttoold   be   allowed  to  bring  in  hia  bill. 

Mr.  Charlet  BuUer  having  moved  the 
itdjoumment  on  a  former  day,  wished  to 
Ik  allowed  to  ma^  a  few  reroarka  oo  the 
|}reaeiit  occatiun.  He  had  made  up  hia 
mind  to  auppnrt  the  bill,  although  in  the 
lirtt  instance  he  had  felt  adverse  to  ita 
{>ruviaiona.  He  was  diitpoaed  to  argue  the 
(]UCttion  on  the  grounds  of  natitHwl  expe- 
Jiency,  and  in  the  outset  he  readily  ad- 
mitted  that    there  waa   something   to  be 

id  on  both  sides.  1'he  priacipaJ  arso- 
ment  againtt  the  meaaure  waa  fiHinaed 
iipon  the  disturbance  of  domestic  reUtioot, 
by  allowing  husbands  to  look  upon  a  wife'a 
lister  as  a  person  to  whom  they  could 
hereafter  be  allied  by  nearer  tiea.  Nev«- 
thelets,  in  hin  opinion,  all  yielded  to  con- 

le  ration  a  nf  eK|>ediency,  juatice,  and 
humanity,  eajieciallv  applicable  to  the 
middle  and  lower  ctatsee.  In  that  divU 
of  aoctety,  it  was  often  highly  impor- 
tant to  allow  the  wife's  aiiter  to  beGome 
the  stepmother  of  the  children,  at  the  was 
bound  by  every  bond  of  affection  to  take 
care  of  them.  The  remark  did  not  apply 
to  persona  of  the  rank  to  which  he  beloDged, 
but  in  the  middle  and  lower  dataea  audi 
unions  were  frequent  and  natural.  In  the 
case  of  a  cottager,  what  woman  ao  fitly  u 
the  wife'a  titter  could  fulfil  the  duties  of  a 
mother}  NeigbboorlydiaritT could hardlv 
be  expected  to  undertake  sucD  duties ;  and, 
although  the  House  was  neceaaarily  with- 
out statistical  details,  there  was  no  doubt 
that  among  country  people,  the  marriage 
of  the  widower  with  the  wife's  sister  waa 
the  ordinary  mode  of  providing  for  the 
care  of  the  children.  Among  the  sober 
and  industrious  classes,  he  had  understood 
that  such  marriages  were  extremely  com- 
mon, and  it  was  natural  that  they  should 
be.  Supposing  the  inclination  to  exist 
between  two  parties,  what  would  be  the 
consequence  of  prohibiting  marriage  bv 
law?  The  parties  would  dispense  wita 
the  ceremony  altogether,  and  they  would 
thus  in  a  manner  be  compelled  to  unite 
without  the  sanction  of  the  law.  It  waa 
very  unwise  in  the  Legislature  to  require 
more  preliminary  conditions  at  to  marriaga 
than  were  abaolutely  necessary.  At  pre- 
Rent,  if  a  marriage  of  the  kind  took  place 
in  ignorance,  the  penalty  did  not  fell  upon 
the  father  or  mother,  but  upon  the  inno. 
<-cnt  children.  In  the  higher  classes,  large 
peopcrtiei  and  fortunes  were  often  involved 


questions  arising  out  i 
unions.     A   rery   profter 
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been  shoiTD  by  the  House  to  prevent  the 
ditcuMion  taking  a  theological  turn ;  where 
the  commands  of  religion  were  so  clear 
that  no  Christian  man  entertained  a  doubt, 
no  disposition  was  efinced  to  violate  the 
Divine  law;  but  tlie  moment  any  )ioint  of 
contmvcrsv  arose,  it  was  unwise  to  make 
the  House  tho  arena  for  sm^h  discussious. 
VVsH  there,  then,  any  unanimity  n|ion  the 
point?     On  tho  contrary,  in  the  grcMter 
]»art  «if  Christian  Europe,  and  among  the 
white  population  of  America,  these  marri- 
ages were   perfectly  lawful.     licsides,   it 
was  extremely  unjust  to  make  the  rules 
and  canons  of  a  ^mrticular  church   tlie 
nilra  and  canons  of  an  entire  population. 
The  Roman  ('atholics  regard  these  marri- 
ages as  pr»hibitcfi ;  but  the  rule  might  lie 
relaxed  by  tlie  dispensing  |iowpr  of  the 
Pope.     l*herefore  they  were  able  to  con- 
tract these  marriages ;  but  what  would  be 
the  fffect  of  prohibiting  tlicm  by  law? 
They  would  be  denrivtfl  of  tlie  power  of 
doing  an  airt  whicn  by  their  own  rvligioii 
having  the  dis|M!nsatioii  was  |ierfectly  law- 
ful.    Alany  Proi extant  diss4'nttrrs  also  h«ld 
these  inarriagf^  to  be  lawful;   and  if  the 
consiriences  of   meinbem  t»f   the  Church 
of  Kngland   were    op|)osctl   to    them,    it 
was  easy  for  them  to  avt»id  them.     Hy 
declaring    sudi     marriages    illegal,     the 
religious  liberty  of  those  who  now  could 
contract   them   was    violatetl,  while    by 
passing  the  bill  now  to  be  introduced  no 
man's  privile^es  wcrn  interferMi  with.     It 
wlw  not  nouesrary  to  refer  to  the  Fathers 
nor  to  th(*  council  />   Liheri»,  to  which 
the  lion.  Hamnet  tho  Member  for  Oxfonl 
had  msde  a  timid  aUn^inn,  but  it  secnie«l 
trifling  M-itli   the  Naniiity  of  nsSrriage  to 
permit    the  exiAtenfts  of^  any  discrc|mncy 
in  X\\v.  practice  of  different  Chrintian  coun- 
frieii.     If  a   law    wa^   |kim!M^1    ftirliidding 
them*  innrriaicpii,  it  would  Ih.*  defeateii  liy 
\\m   mrr<*  rirruni^it.ini'e   thut    they    were 
hrhl    lawful   by  iN*iKhlKiiirini{  •tiites;  bihI 
how  wa4  it  iHHHihle  tn  hiuk  with  horror 
here   u|Nin    unions   which    were  actiKilly 
MnriinniMl  bv  the  law  iif  iiianv  Christian 
c'wiintrii'ft  ^     Tlie  only   way  "f  l(*giHlating 
rtllt'tiiallv  in    su«*h    a   caM*  wt>uhl  U*    to 
apply  tlH'  »anic  rule  t«i  tlie  niarriagi*  of  a 
wiff'H  <iihtrr  am  to  that  of  a  sinter  by  hliNiii  ; 
but  hin  main  grouml   in  fdViHir  of  tin*  in- 
tnMluction  i»f  the  bill  Han.  that  to  pruliibit 
Hiich  marriMgirt  mm  fi|i|inw4l  t«i  the  geiH'ral 
frrlin^   of   tht'   miuitrv.     TlNTe    wan    no 
rxti-nt  tii  Mhii'li   |ii*o|ih*  ni*^'ht   nut  g<i   in 
rr^mitf*    lu   what    wm*   r«ili*«l   thi;   pn»- 
ibitNted  degrees ;  and  at  unr  time  it   was 


hdd  by  the  Church  of  Rone  that 

riages  even  to  the  tenth  degree  eottM 

be  celebrated  without  diqwimtioQ.    Levi 

Coke  had  referred  to  a  can  wliere  %  mmt» 

riaffe  was  annulled  because  the  liiiikBad 

had  stood  godmother  to  his  wW%  eeusia. 

[LaHffhttrJ]     He  had  made  a  niatahe; 

the  case  did  not  go  quite  so  fjir,  bat  the 

marriage  was  annulled   beraiuse  the 

band  had  stood  godfather,  not  _ 

to  his  wife's  cousin.     If  any  one  had 

|ioscd  then  to  alter  the  law,  the  argiii 

of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oxford—  be  ceaM 

fancy   him   liviuK   in    that  time — weoM 

come  to  thiii ;    he  wiaild  say,  *^  Where 

will  you  slop  }     Here  is  a  roairiage  to  he 

allowed    between   |iarties    io    the    teeth 

degree;  you  will  very  hoou   deaMttd  the 

leg:ilisation   of  marriages    in    the   Builh 

degree,  and    there    will    be    no   codiM 

till     you     come     to     tho    last    tefrihC 

degree,  which  frightened  all  men.  narrv* 

ing  a  man's  grandmother."     Now,  he  4rf 

not  think  that  if  they  gave  this  perHMiea 

there  would  be  any  otner  demand  fur  ca* 

eroat'hnient ;  for  even  where  the  Pone  hai 

the  |M»wer  of  dispeuiiing  with  praUbitiea 

of  marriages  within  nearer  relatioiiB,  mtdk 

as  a  man  marrvine  hlsi  niece,  e  narrl^fi 

common  in  S|iain,  he  did  not  believe  theft 

there  hail  be«*n  one  such  case  in  EaglaaJ 

during  the  whole  of  the   Popish    tinib 

Take,  however,  the  ouestion  free  fbiMi  di 

prejudices  ;  let  them  look  at  the 

that  had  occurred.     Did  they  belieftf 

in  ninety- nine  cases  out  of  a  httadreit 

more  desirable  marriages  couM  erise  thai 

under  such  cin*unistanoes  7    In  the  6fek 

place,  there  was  tlie  eff|iiality  of  alloltT.  if 

not  of  original  birth ;  and  in  the  i 

nince,  did  they  desire  that  marriami 

be  formeil  upon  a  knowledge  of  the 

nutter  of  the  parties,  each  knmriaf 

other's  faults  and   virtues^     He 

when  thev  could  enter  into  the 

Mate  with  the  fuller  knowledge  of 

ter  on  lioth  sides  ?     He  asked,  ie 

caM*  coiihl  the  attechment  be 

purer  or  more  refined  motives^     And 

won  hi  ask,  under  what  circui 

|iaA»ions  were  likely  to  flow  in  a 

inon*    refined    c*oiirfe?     It   was 

|iaMif m  -  it  arose  from  nu  heyday  of 

lul  MiNid — it  anme    most  profaehly 


ci»innion  alfertion  and  ct>mroon  aynpethjr 
for  fond  and  lieloveil  olijectt ;  and  tee  lie 
whii'h    w«4ild   litnd  the    living 
n milium    feeling   of    attachment 
thiise  left  to  them  as  tim  «dijecta  ef 
common  care. 
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Tbe  Chancellor  of  ike  Excheauer  thdughi 
thai  what  tbe  hon.  and  learnea  Gentleman 
had  »aid,  formnl  the  strongett  arffument 
agaiDit  the  measure.  The  hon.  and  learned 
(tentlcman  had  said,  that  if  these  things 
had  occurred  among  the  higher  cUstes 
alone»  he  would  not  interfere ;  but  he 
would  legislate  for  the  lower  orders.  Now, 
he  could  not  consent  to  place  the  moral 
feelings  of  the  higher  and  lower  classes 
upon  a  different  footing.  He  had  known 
much  of  the  lower  orders,  and  he  knew 
them  to  be  as  strongly  actuated  by  moral 
feelings  as  those  moving  in  the  most  ex- 
alted ranks.  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
(xentlcman  deemed  it  desirable  to  prohibit 
these  murriagcs  among  the  higher  classeti, 
he  thought  he  could  conrinco  Tiim>  that  it 
was  e({iud1y  desirable  to  prohibit  them  in 
the  lower  classes.  Among  the  lower 
orders,  tlie  hon:  and  learned  Gentleman 
roust  admit,  that  there  were  many  more 
occasions  of  familiar  intercourse.  They 
were  necessarily  confined  within  narrower 
limiti ;  and  if,  in  the  higher  classes,  the 
attention  of  the  husband  to  the  wife's  sister 
would  assuredly  create  dissension,  that  dis« 
sension  would,  among  the  lower  orders,  be 
equally  strong.  He  could  not,  therefore, 
acquiesce  in  the  hon.  and  learned  Oentle« 
man's  opinion  that  this  measure  was  «xp^* 
dient  for  the  sake  of  the  lower  orders.  The 
hon.  and  learned  (Gentleman  then  spoke  of 
these  marriages  as  if  they  were  the  oomrooB 
rule  of  societir.  [Mr.  C.  Builers  They 
are  common.Jj  He  had  had  considerable 
experience  of^the  rural  population,  and  he 
had  nerer  heard  an  instance  of  a  marriage 
of  this  description,  and  he  beliercd  the 
feeling  with  respect  to  such  marriages  to 
}«  decidedly  against  them.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  also  relied  much  upon 
a  petition  from  the  parochial  clergy,  to 
which  he  attached  too  much  importance, 
for  he  believed  it  came  entirely  from  the 
panichial  clergy  of  the  diocese  of  Nor- 
wich, and  it  couhi  not,  therefore,  be 
fairly  taken  as  expressing  the  general 
feeling  of  the  parochial  mrgy  throu|;fa- 
out  the  country.  For  himself,  having 
much  oommnoication  with  the  parochial 
rlergy,  be  thought,  that  the  opinion  they 
entertained  was  agsinst  such  a  change, 
not  only  on  public  grounds,  but  also  upon 
others,  which,  if  he  abstained  from  men- 
tifMiing,  it  was  because  he  was  unwilling  to 
make  tlie  House  the  arena  lor  theological 
discuMion.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man used  also  tlie  argument,  that  whilst  u 
sontrary  systeos    was  preraknt  in  other 


oountriesi  it  waa  absurd,  or,  at  least, 
not  desirable  to  maintain  it  here— •  he 
spoke  of  Roman  Catholic  countries-— and 
he  said,— 

**  If  it  be  competent  for  Roman  Catholics  in 
foreign  countries  to  marry  in  this  wsy  by  dis- 
pensation, how  can  you  in  England,  where 
you  have  so  many  Roman  Catholics,  object 
to  legaliie  what  the  Catholic  Church  does  not 
prevent  f " 

But  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
must  know,  that  it  was  usual  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Churrh  to  grant  a  dis|iensation  in 
much  nearer  ilcgrees  of  relationship.  II, 
therefore,  he  admitted  the  arguments  of 
similarity  with  other  countries,  he  must 
not  only  adopt  the  present  measure,  but  go 
one  step  further;  and  if,  in  other  coun- 
tries, he  found  that  Roman  Cathoiios  in 
still  nearer  degrees  could  marry»  he  wonid 
by  the  same  argument  be  called  upon  to 
legalise  those  marriages,  and  throw  the  ex- 
iati  Dg  marriage  law  into  utter  confusion .  He 
believed  that  the  measure,  if  carried,  would 
lead  to  great  distress.  He  thought,  that 
the  mere  discussion  carried  with  it  many 
inconvenient  oonseqtienosa-^donbta  were 
thrown  out,  whetlier  marriages  befon 
considered  impossible  might  not  be  tea.. 
dsred  legal?  He  beliercd,  thai  tbe  hap- 
piness (rf*  married  life  depended  much 
upon  tbe  fiict  that  marriages  wars  in* 
dissoluble;  he  believed,  also,  that  onicb 
of  the  happiness  of  social  lifii  depended 
upon  the  impossibility  of  marrhun  ba* 
tween  certain  members  of  the  nimily; 
and  he  doubted  whether  the  mese  discus* 
sion  would  not  tend  to  unsettle  the  minds 
of  persons,  and  lead  to  disunion  and  to  the 
injury,  if  not  the  ultimate  destruction  of 
domestic  happiness.  If  that  wars  Um  evil 
of  discussion,  how  much  greater  wouU  be 
the  evil  of  legislation  ?  He  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  legislation  in  1835  had  been  an 
evil,  for  mairiagcs  of  this  class  were  limited 
in  number  before  1835.  The  cases  which 
then  oocnrred  were  rare  exceptiooe,  and 
excited  obeerration ;  but  as  soon  as  Parlia- 
ment  gave  out  that  they  were  prepared  to 
legish^,  the  marriages  which  uisk  place 
immediately  increased  ten-fold,  the  parties 
believing  that  as  the  Legislature  had  legal- 
ised some,  it  would,  if  manv cases  occomd, 
go  one  step  further  and  legalise  all.  It 
was  impossible  to  say,  when  the  door  was 
opened,  how  far  the  passions  of  men  would 
carry  them  in  the  evasion  of  the  law. 
Many  might  possibly  have  done  so  in  tlie 
belief  that  I^liament  would,  bv  the  fre- 
quency of  the  practice,  be  called  apoa  ta 
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legislate.  And  even  if  this  should  not 
actually  be  the  case  hereafter,  and  if  Par- 
liament should  not  be  willing  to  extend 
the  law,  yet  the  proposal  would  have  the 
evil  of  unsettling  the  minds  of  men  and  of 
women  on  this  subject.  Then  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  most  feelingly 
alluded  to  the  advantage  of  having  the 
wife's  sister  as  the  ste|>-mother  of  the  chil- 
dren. He  said,  that  no  union  could  lie  so 
suitable,  so  proper,  so  likely  to  arise  from 
the  purest  of  motives,  and  so  well  calcu* 
latea  to  benefit  the  family.  He  admitted, 
as  far  hs  the  children  were  concernetl,  that 
probably  no  |ierson  was  more  desirable  to 
take  care  of  them  than  the  sister  of  the 
deceased  wife ;  but  to  render  that  care 
efTectual,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  legalise  a  marriage.  The  hon.  and 
learned  (vcntleman  had  enumerated  many 
cases  in  which  this  had  taken  place,  where 
the  parties  wished,  but  were  not  enabled  to 
marry ;  there  were,  however,  many  more 
cases  where  the  sister  took  care  of  the  chil- 
dren without  any  thought  of  marriage; 
and  he  must  observe,  that  if  they  allowed 
marriage  between  the  parties,  thi'v  would 
actually  prevent  the  taking  charge  of  the 
children  by  the  deceased  wife's  sister,  unless 
there  was  a  marriage,  for  in  this  country, 
where  fomily  intercourse  was  looked  upon, 
and  was  the  greatest  luxury  of  life,  it 
formed  a  rule  of  society,  that  parties  of 
diiiereut  sexes,  capable  of  being  united  in 
marriage,  should  not  live  together  without 
that  union.  The  advantage,  therefore, 
which  the  hon.  and  leaniiKl  (tcntloman 
desired  of  having  the  children  consigned 
to  the  care  of  the  decfaM^l  wife's  sister, 
would,  in  all  cases  in  whidi  the  husband 
did  not  wiiih  to  marry  his  wife's  sister,  be 
effectually  prevented,  and  ufioii  that  ground 
alone  this  meaaure  would  prove  a  real  dis- 
advantage to  the  rhildren.  lie  did  not  ail- 
mit  the  consequcncet  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  thought  likely  to  re- 
sult from  the  continuamv  itf  legal  impedi- 
ment to  these  marriagt's,  or  that  litigation 
would  take  place.  If  the  public  were 
only  satisfiecl  that  Parliament  would  not 
alter  the  law  which  rt*gulates  uinrriage, 
they  would  oUfy  the  law.  and  there  would 
be  far  fewer  marriages  illegally  and  ini- 
imiperlv  f(»rme<l,  than  if  by  new  legislation 
we  exntc  hopes  that  the  lA>gi»Uiturc  will 
legal ine  mamageii,  though  contracte<l  con- 
trary to  law,  so  soon  aft  they  arc  stated  to  be 
numerous. 

Mr.  braikrrluH  !ai«i.  that  if  they  went 
upon  itrictly  scriptural  gruumhi,  it  was 


probable  that  seoond  mirriagMt  in  waj 
case,  could  only  be  justified  oo  the  grooad 
of  expediency.  It  must  be  obserm,  that 
it  was  onlv  since  1835  these  aMrriaM 
with  the  deceased  wife's  sister  wenw* 
clared  illegal — previously  they  vtra  raid. 
able  but  not  void.  A  bill  was  then  bronglit 
in  declaring  that  the^e  marriagM»  sJker  ft 
certain  day,  should  be  illegal ;  he  well  re- 
collected the  feeling  of  the  House  upea 
the  subject,  and  when  the  bill  had  goae 
through  committee  the  House  left  the 
law,  by  the  bill,  just  as  they  found  it. 
Hon.  Members  had  several  representstioM 
from  the  country,  requesting  the  lew  le 
be  passed  as  it  was  brought  m«  end  tiiaif 
were  told  that  it  would  not  pess  the  other 
House  if  it  were  not  altered.  Pkrtiee  de- 
sirous of  having  their  own  marriegee  hgel* 
ized  made  a  general  canvass  emoQg  the 
Members,  and  on  bringing  up  the  repeK 
a  clause  was  added,  making  ell  fetve 
marriages  void.  As  the  bill  passed  Aift 
House  those  marriages  which  took  plnoe 
after  the  1st  of  July  were  to  be  void,  hot 
some  interested  person  got  the  hill  sJtsiei, 
and  it  stood  that  they  were  to  be  mid  ( 
the  passing  of  the  act.    He  bed  heerd 


a  gentleman,  while  the  bill  was  paaiag 


throuffh  Parliament,  had  nuuried 

ceased  wife's  sister,  and  the  eltetntiea  ef 
the  date  made  this  marriage  l^geL  Be 
recollected  also  that  Mr.  Sement  Td» 
fourd,  on  the  very  night  the  bdl 
the  Royal  Assent,  moved  far  ite 
A  few  days  afterwards  he  (Mr.  Bratheitsa) 
was  visited  by  a  young  man  who  had  pan* 
niised  his  deceased  wife  on  her  deetk-hel 
to  marry  her  sister,  on  account  of 
children,  and  asked  if  the  act  would 
his  marriage  legal,  for  they  had  eaiiad  ta 
be  married  the  next  Sunday.  He  tell 
the  young  man  what  the  act  nnafeiaed_ 
He  stateil  the  facts  of  the  rssn  that  the 
marriage  wfMild  be  void.  He  kutm 
in  many  cases  other  marriages  of  the 
sort  had  taken  place,  and  he  was  eoiraaiaied 
with  one  case  of  a  servant,  who^  altheeH{h 
he  was  aware  that  the  marriage  wealdha 
void,  could  n(»t  be  prevented  fraa 
trading  a  union ;  and  he  was  told, 
amongst  the  working  people  such 
ages  were  frei|uent.  He  believed, 
there  was  a  general  impression  that 
agch  of  this  kind  were  not  immoral^ 
that  as  Parliament  had  declared  ell 
marriages.  previotiHly  to  1835,  to  be 
the  same  course  might  be  taken 

Mr.  /'ernon  Smiik  said,  he  m 
addreu  a  few  words  to  the  H< 
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subject  which  had,  at  least,  the  merit  of 
nofelty.  One  reason  that  induced  bim  to 
give  his  vote  against  the  proposition,  was 
the  time  at  which  it  was  made.  He  did 
think,  that  considering  the  security  the 
House  had  in  the  character  of  the  noble 
Lord,  from  his  high  character,  and  the 
ample  consideration  be  had  given  to  this 
question,  as  well  as  the  position  he  occu- 
pied in  that  House,  not  only  from  his  rank 
and  the  large  constituency  he  represented, 
but  from  the  course  he  had  pursued  in  the 
House,  showinfc  that  strong  party  attach- 
ments, and  talents  of  no  ordinary  kind, 
might  be  made  perfectly  consistent  with 
the  roost  conciliatory  demeanour  towards 
all  parties  in  thut  H«use — he  did  think  it 
was  due  to  the  noble  Lord  to  have  allowed 
him  to  introduce  his  bill.  That  permission, 
be  considered,  had  been  denied  him  when 
the  adjournment  took  place ;  and,  there- 
fore, on  the  present  occasion,  he  felt 
obliged  to  give  his  vote  against  the  bill. 
He  should  not  enter  into  the  religious 
considerations  connected  with  the  ques- 
tion, they  had  been  very  properly  avoided, 
for  if  there  were  religious  objections  to 
such  unions,  no  law  that  could  be  passed 
would  obviate  them.  In  this  respect,  every 
man  must  be  left  to  be  guided  by  his  own 
conviction,  whatever  law  might  be  passed. 
He  should  confine  himself  solely  to  the 
inconvenience  and  inexpediency  of  these 
marriages.  The  bon.  Member  for  Liskeard 
had  made  an  able  speech  on  the  question, 
but  be  thought  it  told  rather  against  the 
bill,  for  which  he  intended  to  vote,  than 
in  its  favour.  The  bon.  Member  bad  con- 
sidered, that  if  the  question  were  confined 
exclusively  to  the  upper  classes,  it  would 
be  different;  but  with  regard  to  the  work- 
ing classes,  among  them  a  widower  could 
find  no  person  so  well  fitted  to  take  care 
of  bis  children  as  his  wife's  sister.  He 
differed  from  the  hon.  Member  in  his 
view  of  the  question,  in  reference  to  the 
upper  and  working  classes.  Among  the 
workine  classes,  it  was  a  much  simpler 
proceeding  for  a  sister  of  a  deceased  wife 
to  live  with  the  husband,  without  any  im- 
propriety than  among  the  higher  classes. 
The  laws  they  might  carry  in  that  House, 
on  such  subjecu,  were  calculated  to  have 
a  verv  great  effect  on  the  morals  of  society. 
Fiscal  laws  might  be  avoided  by  those  de- 
termined to  evade  them ;  in  political  legis- 
lation also,  laws  might  be  obstructed  by 
those  who  were  disposed  tool>stract  them ; 
but  with  respect  to  laws  bearing  on  morals, 
VOL.  LXL    {JJSii 


the  case  was  different ;  persons  were  not 
unapt  to  take  their  moral  tone  from  the 
laws  passed  by  that  House.  They  were 
called  on  to  consider  the  views  prevailing 
on  this  question  among  society.  It  was 
stated,  that  there  was  a  very  strong  feeling 
in  favour  of  such  a  law  among  the  people. 
Now  he  meant  to  say,  thai  if  such  a  feeling 
existed,  be  was  perfectly  ignorant  of  it. 
When  they  were  called  on  to  look  at  the 
distress  of  the  persons  who  were  agitating 
this  question,  he  thought  that  they  had  no 
great  call  on  their  sympathies.  Who  were 
they  ?  Who  must  they  be  ?  He  should  be 
sorry  to  treat  the  question  with  anything 
that  bad  the  appearance  of  ridicule  to- 
wards the  feelings  of  any  portion  of  bis 
fellow-countrymen.  But  he  supposed  the 
persons  who  were  agitating  this  question 
were  a  number  of  mature  gentlemen  who 
were  widowers,  and  anxious  to  marry  their 
deceased  wife's  sister.  He  must  say,  that 
the  agitation  of  such  a  question  by  such  a 
body  of  men  need  not  necessarily  excite 
the  sympathy  which  the  situation  of  any 
other  sort  of  distressed  persons  would  do. 
He  believed,  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  many  persons  who  bad 
lost  their  wives,  were  not  unwilling  to 
permit  their  wife's  aister  to  live  in  their 
house,  and  to  take  care  of  their  children. 
The  moment  they  passed  a  law,  permitting 
these  parties  to  marry,  there  wu  not  one 
of  those  couple  now  living  together  in  a 
perfectly  harmless  and  respectable  man- 
ner, who  would  not  feel  called  on  by  the 
state  of  society  in  the  country  districts  of 
England,  immediately  to  marry.  This 
would  be  a  very  great  inconvenience,  as 
there  might  be  numerous  cases  in  which 
persons  were  willing  to  live  together^  but 
who  would  ^et  be  extremely  unwilling  to 
increase  their  expenses  by  a  family,  or  be- 
come connected  by  marriage.  He  knew 
this  was  a  delicate  subject  to  touch  on ; 
he  was  not  such  a  master  of  language,  but 
some  expression  might  escape  him,  which 
might  excite  ridicule  ;  but  he  hoped  hon. 
Gentlemen  would  believe,  that  he  was 
endeavouring  to  speak  seriously,  and  not 
think  that  he  had  any  intention  of  ex- 
citing mirth.  The  principal  purpose  of 
this  bill  was  founded  on  an  assumption 
that,  he  was  unwilling  to  allow,— namely, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  affection  to  exist 
between  the  sexes  without  marriage.  It 
assumed,  thst  it  was  utteriy  impossible  for 
a  widower  to  live  with  the  sister  of  a  de- 
ceased wife,  without  tome  improper  con- 
2A 
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nexion.  He  admitted  the  dasgeroui 
tendency  of  placing  young  peraons  to 
live  together  in  the  tame  house,  but 
he  did  not  think  the  objection  applied 
to  cases  of  this  kind.  He  thought,  that 
in  these  cases  the  law  might  create  the 
very  feeling  they  wished  to  avoid.  He 
could  not  agree  to  the  principal  propo- 
sition on  which  the  bill  was  found  d, 
and  on  the  fullest  consideration  which  he 
could  give  to  it,  he  had  come  to  the  deter- 
mination to  vote  against  the  introduction 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  O'Cannell:  It  had  been  said  that 
thii  measure  had  been  demanded  of  the 
House  by  the  state  of  society,  especially 
among  the  poorer  classes  in  this  country. 
It  certainly  was  not  demanded  by  any- 
thing that  had  occurred  in  Ireland,  for 
such  marriages  as  those  which  were  con- 
templated to  be  legalised  were  never  heard 
of  among  the  Roman  Catholic  population 
of  that  country.  He  did  not  oppo^  this 
Bill  upon  the  ground  of  such  marriages 
being  prohibited  by  the  Christian  law. 
He  had  heard  some  theology  spoken  upon 
this  question,  and  very  indifferent  theology 
it  wan.  The  hon.  member  for  Salford 
was  mistaken  in  his  view  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  doctrine  upon  the  subject;  and 
he  would  afford  him  some  consolation,  by 
assuring  himthat,  if  it  should  happen  that 
a  cleigyman  of  the  Anglican  church 
should  be  reconciled  to  what  he  would 
call  the  mother  church*  he  might  hold  his 
living  without  parting  with  his  wife.  But 
he  opposed  this  measure  upon  a  strong 
convirtion  that  it  would  not  have  a  moral 
tendency.  He  would  not  enter  info  the 
tritin  of  reasoning  which  had  conducted 
hii  mind  to  this  conviction  ;  but  upon  a 
moit  deliberate  view  of  the  case  he  had 
arrived  at  that  ccnclusion,  and  having 
done  so  he  should  vote  against  this  bill. 

Lord  Ashley  would  only  oflft^r  a  few 
words  for  the  pur|K>se  of  staling  some 
facta,  uhich  bethought  had  some  bt-aiing 
upon  thii  question.  It  was  said  th^it  the 
prartict*  whirh  was  sought  to  be  intro- 
duced into  thii  bill  was  in  harniony  with 
that  of  tiie  greater  part  of  Chnitrndoni, 
but  that  there  «ere  no  norul  statistics  by 
which  positive  information  upon  the  point 
might  be  obtained.  There  was  evidrnce, 
however,  uf  a  highly  iinftortant  charjcter 
spon  the  question  which  he  would  bring 
be!ore  the  Houpe.  First,  an  to  ttte  prac- 
tice of  Protestant  Europe.  The  hon.  and 
Itarned  Member  for  Liakeard  would  mu 


derive  much  benefit  from  this  poinl,  bt* 
cause,  if  be  considered  what  wta  Ibo  lav 
of  marriage  io  Europe,  be  woaM  pfceif 
that  the  tie  of  marriage  was  looked  tm 
with  a  less  strict  eye  on  the  eonUocnl 
thao  in  England,  and  any  ergaoMBl 
which  he  might  draw  from  the  iUte  of 
things  which  he  had  remarked,  Iherefera, 
lost  much  of  its  weight  and  applicability. 
He  believed  that  nearly  all  the  ihiokiBf 
men  of  Germany  were  of  opinion  that  the 
present  law  of  maniage  could  not  be 
maintained,  but  that  recourse  mast  etenl* 
ually  be  had  to  a  return  to  the  oM  eaaoa 
law.  But  the  subject  was  not  nowbpoads- 
ed  for  the  first  time.  It  had  been  die- 
cussed  at  length,  and  had  been  decided 
upon  in  France  by  persona  who  had  ns 
sympathies  fur  the  ecclesiastical  or  the 
canon  law,  and  who  came  to  a  conchMJoa 
contrary  to  that  now  sought  to  be  aomi* 
esced  in  by  the  House,  simply  and  loMf 
because  they  looked  to  the  domcatie  po» 
sition  and  comforts  of  the  people^  and  IO 
the  future  safety  and  securitt  of  the 
tutions  of  the  country.  At  the  time 
Napoleon  was  drawing  up  his  civil 


amongst  other  things,  the  law  of  marnagl 
was  submitted  to  the  consideralioo  of  IM 
Council  of  State,  to  which  the 
questions  of  the  laws  of  France 
ferred.  The  Council  of  SUU  ma  iIm 
body  to  which  the  diacuaaion  of  thie  qi 
tion  waa  confided,  aud  Napoleon 
occasionally  presided  over  ita  aitlia|ai  Bf 
the  law  of  1799,  paaaed  in  the  time  of 
republic,  the  ecclesiastical  and 
of  the  kingdom  were  totally  al 
and  marriages  were  prohibited  onlj 
the  natural  and  legitimau  degree  in 
direct  line ;  brother  and  aiater  were 
dieted  from  marrying,  but  marrisfO 
permitted  io  every  other  degree, 
ues  neceuary  in  drawing  up  the 
this  matter  should  be  considered. 
subject  which  was  discussed  in  1804*  van 
the  same  which  was  now  aubmittad  to  Iho 
attention  of  the  House;  namely, wheChv 
brother-in-law  and  sisler-in-law  ahonld  ht 
allowed  to  mMrry,  as  provided  by  the 
uf  17*J2.  Hv  the  authority  of  the 
peror  the  deliberations  of  the 
were  publuhrd.  On  a  debate 
article,  at  which  (^ambacerca, 
Rennier,  Tronchei,  and  others 
sent,  an  argument  waa  raised 
similar  to  that  which  had 
brought  forward.  It  was  said, 
no  reason  for  prohibiting  the 
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between  brotber-io-law  and  tiiter-in-law, 
and  the  welfare  of  the  children  of  the  6rtt 
marriage    demands  that  such    marriage 
should  be  aothoriied."    To  this  argument 
it  was  answered  that  what  had  been  said 
with  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  children 
of  the  first  marriage  would  apply  in  very 
few  cases,  but  that  motives   much   less 
respectable    would    ordinarily    determine 
this  kind  of  marriage,  and  the  frequent 
occurrence  of  cases  of  divorce  would  lead 
these  relatives  to  very  indecent  practices. 
M.  Rennier,   the  minister  of  justice,  on 
this  observed,  that  the  facilities  given  to 
such  marriages  by  the  law  of  1792,  had 
given  rise  to  numerous  divorct  suits,  and 
after  M.  Tronchet  and  another  had  ei- 
pressed  their  views,  the  First  Consul  gave 
his  opinion,  and  the  result  was  this,  that 
having  said  that  marriages  between  uncles 
and  nieces,  and  aunts,  and  nephews,  were 
prohibited,  with  power,  however,  of  dis- 
pensation, he  came  to  the  conclusion,  and 
it  was  now  the  law  of  France,  that  mar- 
riages between  brothers  and  sisters-in-law 
should  not  be  permitted  under  any  cir- 
cumstances.   That  was  the  conclusion  to 
which  the  council  came,  and  they  did  so 
simply  and  solely  on  the  experience  which 
they  bad  had  upon  the  law  of  1792 ;  and 
although  Napoleon  carried  this  measure, 
ha  yet  carried  a  law  of  divorce  so  stringent 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  obtain  a 
decree  of  divorce  under  it.    This,  then, 
he  held   to  be  something  to  guide  the 
House,  at  all  events,  upon  their  coming 
to  a  decision  upon  this  question.     But  if 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  were  carried,  he 
did  not  know  how  they  were  to  stop  the 
progress  of  further  legislation  upon  this 
point.    Now,  the  line  of  demarcation,  be- 
yond  which  parties  were  not  to  go  in  con- 
tracting marriages,  was  clear  and  well  de- 
fined ;  but  this  point  once  broken  down, 
it  was  impossible  to  see  to  what  extent  the 
mischief  might  be  carried.    And  this  ob- 
jection appeared  to  have  been  very  strongly 
felt  by  the  noble  Lord  who  had  introduced 
a  similar  bill  in  another  place  during  the 
last  year,  because  in  that  bill  he  reduced 
the  number  of  prohibited  degrees  from 
thirty  to  twenty.     He  thought,  however, 
that  the  House  would  agree  with  him  that 
this  was  not  a  question  upon  which  any 
new  legislation  was  called   for.     Where 
such  a  measure  was  proposed,  not  only 
must  the  most  overwhelming  necessity  be 
shown  for  it,  but  the  national  voice  ought 
to  be  most  powerfully  expressed  ia  favour 


of  it,  to  induce  the  House  to  accede  to  it. 
Scarcely  anything  had  been  said  in  favour 
of  the  measure,  and  the  utmost  which  had 
been  urged  in  support  of  its  populsrity, 
was  a  petition  of  some  few  clergymen  and 
other  persons  residing  in  a  small  district  of 
country.  He  believed,  that  the  feeling  of 
the  clergy  of  England  was  against  this 
propu«iiion,  and  he  was  sure,  also,  that 
the  feeling  of  the  great  body  of  the  people 
of  this  country  was  against  such  an  altera* 
lion  of  the  law ;  and,  if  be  might  take  the 
opinion  of  the  women,  who  were  no  bad 
judges  of  what  was  most  conducive  to  do- 
mestic honour,  and  what  was  best  for  the 
ultimate  good  of  mankind,  a  measure  of 
this  kind  would  never  have  been  intro- 
duced within  the  walls  of  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  IVood  confessed,  that  he  thought 
the  noble  Lord  who  had  just  sat  down, 
had  much  misrepresented  the  bill  before 
the  House,  in  stating,  that  it  would  make 
an  innovation  in  the  practice  of  the  coun- 
try ;  for  he  believed,  the  innovation  was 
made  by  the  clause  introduced  into  what 
was  called  Lord  Lyndhurst's  bill,  which 
clause  was  introduced,  not  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  moved  that  bill  himself,  but  in 
the  course  of  the  debate  thereon,  and  ac- 
tually and  altogether  prohibited  those  mar- 
riages which,  when  tne  bill  was  brought 
in,  were  almost  universally  sanctioned  by 
the  practice  of  the  country.  The  state  of 
the  law  was,  that  aoch  marriages  were 
voidable,  but  not  void.  He  believed,  that 
not  only  amongst  the  higher  classes,  bat 
also  amongst  the  most  respectable  portion 
of  the  middle  classes,  and  people  whose 
morality  and  regard  for  considerations  of 
that  sort  nobody  would  question,  as  well 
as  among  the  lower  orders,  these  marriages 
were  carried  to  no  inconsiderable  extent. 
He  had  heard,  from  a  learned  Gentleman 
of  no  mean  authority  on  Questions  of  this 
nature,  that  the  effect  of  toe  clause  so  in- 
troduced in  Lord  Lyndhurst's  Act,  had 
produced  no  effect  whatever  in  checking 
those  marriages,  and  that  in  point  of  fact« 
the  practice  had  ffone  on  to  an  extent  of 
which  bon.  Gentlemen  were  not  aware, 
the  parties  trusting  that  no  question  would 
be  raised  as  to  the  validity  of  those  mar- 
riages. The  innovstion,  therefore,  he  ap- 
prehended, was  made  by  the  law  passed  to 
check  those  marriages ;  and  the  interrup- 
tion to  domestic  happiness  and  the  acces- 
sion to  property  would  arise,  not  from  the 
bill  of  the  noble  Lord,  but  from  the  efiect 
of  the  clauae  in  Lord  Lyndhurst'a  biU, 
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which  wai  idmitrBd  into  that 
kimott  without  diicuuion,  attracting  but 
litlle  notice,  and  was  paued  thtoagh  thi* 
House  under  the  auurance  that  it  might 
be  r«-coniidered  in  the  next  Seition  of 
Parlianient.  Ai  to  the  concluiioa  whicli 
hii  noble  Friend  drew  from  a  ditcuiiion  of 
the  Council  or  State  in  France,  it  muat  be 
CTident  that  the  argument!  against  the 
measure  rested  on  the  facility  of  divorce 
which  existed  underthethen  law  in  Frrince. 
The  opinion!  which  the  noble  I^rd  hxH 
quoted,  were  of  two  peraont,  who  laid, 
that  in  the  then exitlingfscilitjof  divorce, 
it  was  exceedingly  objectionable,  that  in- 
ducemenli  to  dirorce  with  a  man's  wife 
abnuld  be  sanctioned  hy  the  poiiibilily  of 
a  marriaec  with  her  sister.  He  appre- 
hended, that  that  facility  did  not  eiiil  in 
thii  country,  and  he  hoped  it  never  would. 
That  being  the  case,  the  argument!  which 
hii  noble  Friend  derived  from  (bat  posi- 
tion was  entirely  inapplicable  to  the  pre- 
sent diuussbn.  It  was  his  opinion,  there- 
fore, that  to  the  marriage  of  a  man  with 
bis  deceased  wile's  sister  there  ought  to  be 
no  obatructioo,  ecclesiulical  or  civil,  and 
that  the  House  ought  again  to  past  this 
bill. 

Sir  W.  FoUett  thoiiKht,  that  the  hnn. 
Gentleman  laboured  under  a  great  mis- 
apprehcDiiim  as  to  the  state  of  thr  lav  on 
tnia  subject  previouily  to  183S.  The 
eflcct  of  the  bill  was  not  to  render  ralid 
that  which  waa  invalid  before  ;  for, 
he  read  the  law,  such  miirriaget  hwl 
alwavs  been  illegal  in  thia  country.  The<w 
marnasea  were  not  only  prohibited  by  tlK> 
canon  law,  but  they  were  also  prtihi'biti-d 
bv  an  act  of  I'arliament  ao  far  bark 
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all  InteDta  ud  p  aea  bi  i 
legal.  But  iboe 
merely  voidaUe  on  Uw  v. 
befure  the  couK,  for  not  only  inr  pi 
intereated  with  tbe  partiea  nifkt  1 
step*  to  deatroy  a  mairiage,  ud  faM 
the  iiaue,  but  any  penon  who  wiihal  l» 
extort  money  nigot  inititnte  pnieMUiifi 
against  the  parties  Surely  thia  WM  a 
lUte  of  the  Uw  whid  ouflit  Mt  to  hi 
alloned  to  continue.  Tba  boo.  Moafcv 
for  Salford  aaid,  that  this  clauM  wm  b- 
troduced  into  the  bill  on  bringing  vf  thi 
report,  and  he  was  the  penoa  who  bno^l 
up  the  clause,  and  he  aaauivd  ibo  H««i 
that  be  had  never  regretted  bari^  daa* 
■o — by  which  it  wm  enacted  tbat,  wha^ 
ever  [nrties  married  within  tbe  piiibiWlrf 
degreea  of  conaanguinity,  it  abonU  Ml  fet 
left  to  other  pervoos  to  adopt  pnnad^i 
to  question  the  marriages,  but  tbat  tbtv 
should  at  once  be  declared  n>id  and  imH 
in  themselves.  The  subject  bid  Imb 
fullr  considered  when  this  clause  ww  i^ 
truduced,  and  he  denied  that  ibwi  «M 
any  understatidiog  that  tbe  cUok  ikoill 
be  altered  in  the  subseauent  Siaahu.  IT 
any  hon.  Gentleman  tnought  tbat  HiV* 
rians  should  be  declared  1^1  aatnelii 
•  ithin  certain  degrees  of  lOiW^iJwiy, 
be  should  bring  (iN-waid  k  specite  aaliiB 
to  exempt  them  from  tbe  oporaltoa  of  the 
act,  iostead  of  going  to  the  repeal  of  Ika 
whole  of  the  clause.    Lord  I.y  "■     — 


bill  did  not  alter  the  general  law  !■  Ait 
matter ;  for  it  had  alwaya  been  tho  kw  of 
the  cnuntnr,  and  he  beliered  tbat  Ami 
marriages  had  always  been  i 

with  a  healthy  tone  uf  moral  I 
that  thepublicopinion  of  this  o 
always  been  opposed   to  audi  i 
reign  of  Henry  the  mh.    The  bill  uf  LunI    lie  did  not  denv  that  aueb  maniagM  took 
Lymlhurst    was    iatruduced   to  alter    an    place,  but  he  believed  tbat  (be  Miag  WM 


laly   in  the  law,   which  stateil  that 
these  marriage!  must  be  declared  invalid    the  higher  rlaiwc*  against  thb  dcKsl| 


I  tbe  rcclcaiaatical  courts,  hut  that  tli 
could  unty  be  declared  void  during  thv 
lifetime  uf  the  (larties.  The  same  law 
which  prohibited  the  marria^  of  a  man 
with  hi4  deceased  wife's  sister,  alsii  pro- 
hibitt^  marriages  between  a  fsther  and 
daughter,  a  brother  and  (istcr,  and  an 
uni-le  and  niece,  fur  they  were  only  vciid- 
able  thniugh  a  process  in  the  euclmaatical 
courts,  fur  the  common  taw  courla  Mnild 
nut  laLc  up  the  inquiry,  for  the  matin 


strong  amonftst  the  lower  as  ■WMgjtt 
««i^ 


of  marriiiges.     He  had  no  vridi  to  • 


upon 


dii 


lin([  of  the  country  wm^  tMl 
r  that  they  abouM  tmf  A* 
I  was.     He  tboogbt  HMt  As 


qupsliun,   for  he  thought   that   all  1 
topics  should   he  avoided  aa  om^  m 
■ibie  in  that  Hi 
the  mural  f«elin([  of  the  counti 
it    was  bvtirr 

law  as  it  then  was.  ^ 

arguments  iiT  hiit  hiw.  and  leoiMd  Frind^ 
tbe  Member  f.w  l.iakeard,  vitb  nipHl  t» 
ilie   rrsMin!   why    the    higher  dMM*  ^ 
Ir  lint  questiuoMl  in  t)w  ecclmiaiiti-  [  suciely  werv  opposed  to  I        IcacftptM  tf 
i-al  o-urti.     If  in  any  (if  thew  cnM^  ibi  |  marriujir*,  wa4e<|iiallyappiicabla  toll 
■iiatttr  wan  not  taLi>n  up  during  ihr  lift--    other  rliU«rM  in  the  cuo  tf.    Ha  < 

ttiiie  uf  llie  lurties,  the  marriage  wouU  to  I  aaiisGed  that  ibe 
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was  the  best  person  to  act  as  a  mother  to 
a  man's  children ;  but  if  such  a  proposition 
as  the  present  was  adopted,  the  sister 
would  be  merged  in  the  stepmother,  and 
all  the  best  affections  of  the  sister  would 
be  lost.  He  was  convinced  that,  if  the 
Legislature  once  relaxed  the  law  on  this 
point,  it  would  be  Impossible  for  a  person 
to  lire  in  the  same  House  with  the  husband 
of  her  late  sister,  for  the  voice  of  society 
would  be  strongly  opposed  to  it,  and  would 
alwajTS  regard  her  in  the  light  of  a  man's 
future  wi&.  Under  these  cia*umstanccs, 
he  thought  that  the  happiness  of  society 
made  it  necessary  that  they  should  not 
attempt  to  relax  the  law  on  this  subject. 
On  these  grounds  he  should  feel  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  give  his  vote  in  opposition  to 
the  introduction  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  it  most  be  very  grati- 
fying^ to  the  hen.  and  learned  Member 
for  Liskeard,  to  learn  that  his  speech  had 
produced  such  an  impression  on  the  mind 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
had  just  resumed  his  seat.  He  thonghl 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Liskeardy  a  very  eloquent  and 
argumentative  one,  but  it  appeared  that 
it  had  produced  a  conviction  on  the  mind 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  that  the  relaxation 
proposed  with  respect  to  the  law  of  marri- 
age should  not  take  place.  That  was 
another  example  of  the  danger  which 
attended  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen 
when  they  made  speeches  without  fees. 
He  believed  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber's speech  to  have  been  a  perfectly 
honest  one,  since  he  did  not  speak  as  an 
advocate,  but  as  a  senator;  and  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  made  such  a 
mistake,  he  hoped  it  was  participated  in 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor-general.  He  had  been  much 
surprised  to  see  to  what  source  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Dorsetshire,  had 
resorted  to  6nd  materials  for  arguing 
against  the  bill  before  the  House,  and 
that  he  bad  gone  to  the  council  of  France 
in  the  year  1804.  He  hoped,  after  this, 
that  revolutions  would  not  appear  so  ter- 
rible and  frightful  to  the  aristocracy  of 
this  country.  [••  OA,  o*/T  Why,  the 
sentiments  and  doctines  which  the  noble 
Lord  advanced  against  the  proposition 
before  the  House  were  those  which  were 
uttered  in  the  council  of  France  under 
the  presidency  of  Napoleon.  The  noble 
Lord,  with  bit  ability,  most  baTO  been 


very  hard  pressed  indeed  to  go  to  such 
a  quarter  for  doctrines  with  which  to 
support  his  opinion.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Solicitor-general,  had  in* 
formed  the  House  for  what  purpose  he 
conceived  the  bill  of  1835  to  have  been 
introduced.  An  opinion  existed  in  the 
House  at  that  time,  and  it  existed  out  of 
the. House  at  present,  that  that  bill  wta 
brought  in  for  relieving  a  nobleman  from 
the  peculiar  situation  in  which  he  was 
placed.  That  opinion  existed  then,  and 
continued  to  exist  now,  and  he  for  one 
believed  it  to  be  the  truth.  He  was  some- 
what surprised  at  the  manner  in  which 
some  gentlemen  had  treated  the  character 
of  English  women  in  this  debate.  Those 
who  opposed  the  bill,  made  it  appear  that 
a  wife's  sister  was  a  kind  of  female  with 
whom  the  husband  could  do  just  what  he 
pleated.  [**  OA,  ohT]  That  was  their 
doctrine — that  she  had  no  virtue — that 
she  had  no  firmness  of  mind — that  she 
had  no  power  to  resist  importunity.  They 
treated  her  as  a  child,  as  an  infant,  as  a 
person  who  had  no  reason,  who  had  no 
will  of  her  own.  ["  No,  no,"]  No  doubt 
it  was  exceedingly  unpleasant  for  them  to 
hear  this,  but  such  was  the  fact.  If  that 
was  not  the  tendency  of  the  arguments 
which  had  been  urged,  why  did  they  fear 
the  course  she  would  pursue?  Why  did 
they  apprehend  danger  from  her  conduct? 
Why  did  they  believe*  that  she  would 
pollute  the  fountains  of  society?  Not 
one  fact  had  been  stated,  or  argument 
advanced,  which  ought  to  induce  the 
House  to  reject  the  motion  of  the  noble 
Lord.  When  these  restraints  on  the 
liberty  of  the  subject  were  proposed,  it 
was  the  bounden  duty  of  those  who  were 
the  advocates  of  restriction  to  show  its 
necessitv,  and  if  that  was  not  done,  their 
case  fell  to  the  ground.  Believing  that 
that  had  not  been  done  in  this  case,  he 
should  give  his  most  cordial  support  to 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord. 

Mr.  Hardy  did  not  mean  to  detain  the 
House  one  moment  [''OA/"],  but  the 
hon.  Member  for  Finsbory  ought  to  recol- 
lect that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  an 
argument  d  fortioru  When  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Dorsetshire  referred 
to  the  council  of  France,  he  did  so  in  his 
spprehension,  and  that  of  every  other 
Member  in  the  House  but  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Finsbury,  to  show  that  the  people 
of  France  having  had  experience  of  the 
effects  of  the  relaxed  law  from  1792  to 
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1 804,  obli^d  e? en  the  liberal  Napoleon 
and  the  council  of  France  to  bring  back 
the  law  to  its  former  state,  as  being  more 
in  conformity  with  their  feelings  and 
wishes. 

Lord  F.  EgcrioH  said,  I  have  in  the  first 
place  to  thank  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  the  Jud^   Advocate,  for  a  cor* 
rcctiun    which   his   legal  knowledge  en- 
abled him   to  apply  to  an  error  of  mine 
on  the  instant.      I    have  not    any   dis- 
tinct  recollection  of  the  expressions  oif  mine 
which  called  for   that   correction,  but  I 
have  no  doubt  that  they  were  such  as  to 
imply  my  belief  that  the  marriage  lau%  up 
to  a  recent  period,  had  rested  entirely  on 
the  canons  of  1603,  and  had  no  foundation 
in  statute.     It  was  not  my  intention  to  lay 
down  such  a  doctrine.     I  have  said  that  I 
do  not  recollect^  or  at  all  defend  my  ex- 
prisons,  but  what  was  in  my  mind  and 
intention   was   this,   that    there    was   no 
sututory  definition  of  the  prohibited  de- 
grees now  in  force.     I  will  not  nt)w  pro- 
ceed to  illustrate  this  position  by  a  detailed 
reference  to  statutes,  because  the  operation 
would  be  a  tedious  one.  and   the   object 
after  all,  of  little  coiiscuuencc.     I   adroit 
that,  thi>U|:h  the  acts  of  Parliumcnt  of  the 
'Jjth  and  'JSth  of  Henry  8ih,  which  alone 
contain  a  |H)!iitive  enumenition  of  the  pr«>- 
lubitetl  Jegrces.  are  n*pealcd,  yet  the  32nd 
o\'  1  Icnry  {*lh,  which  has  .<urvived  variims 
t4m)KTinp  of  Henry's  suix-e^mnt,  implies  a 
reference  to  the  degrves  of  utKnity  m)  pro- 
liibitcil.     On  the  other  hand,  I  think  that 
if  we  Kvik  to  theoripn  and  motive  of  these 
two  statutes  of  Henry  sth.  it  will  be  ad- 
mitu\l  that  they  have  not  that  character  of 
Nine t it y  about  them  which  >houM  make  us 
hesitate  to  alter  or  amend  them  if  «e  see 
ganind  t»f  reason,  justice,  and  e\|H'dien.y  t*) 
apply  »iK-h  amendment.    Having  made  thi» 
a*:Lnowicdgement.  and  U^vicd  to  thejuitt 
cv'rnxiii'a  i»f  my  right   hon.    Friend    the 

.'uJj^e  Aiivio&tc,  i  U*g  also  to  a«ure  an>  ^  °^y  noble  Friend's  arvuacnt 
other  I  if  II' y  rppo:Ktit».  the  right  hon.  the  n^ako  us  sup(«aw.  1  strongly  suspecS 
rh.iiuxr.iir  K'X  ihe  Fzchojuer.  that  I  have  ^^^  facilities  «ith  whieh 
f  It  the-  I'orvv  itf  hi«  ob^rr4tu^ii>  when  he  I  di^«*lvi>l  Attribute  far  move  loay 
}-i*i!tti\l  r:it  the  iTil  and  inioii\c:mniv  rf  irri'g'-iUraio or  laxity  of  mocmb  whlcb 
»tirn:i^  thisk  ^iibjcvt  at  all  lu  this  Hi^uv. 
No  iiMii  i>  niorv  aliv,.  than  my«tlf  to  the 
dtLuM  \  jiid  diffi(-ul:y  of  the  prtKi-edin^:. 
b:it  111  l^lft  in«t4iKx*.  <&»  in  niAiiy  othifs*  it 
vxiui  t>>  uu-  that  the  diSLX^iim.  \%ith  it5 
aiteniUr.t  evils,  has  Ux'n  unanndabic.  I 
l.avc  Ltu'wn  many  ^ub^vt^  diwumxl  here 
w:.uh  I,  f'.T  one.  *Si»iuJ  baie  U-^n  ijia.1  !.» 
haTi-  vsp^'n-*,**^.  Th*  iut\'nii  lt;l.  iu*if 
i«  4»  one  cf  thiU  ;  ildl,  while  1  ai.-kuow. 


ledfle  the  evils  eomplained  of,  I  moat 

to  throw  the  responsifaility  for  theai  horn 

my  own  shoulden  on  tL,,^  of  legUaloa 

whose  acts  I  think  it  ncoeaaiy  to  ooasidv 

with  a  view  to  their  ammdawnt,  and  1 

leave  it  to  others  to  apportion   tha  bov* 

den  between   Lord  Lyndhunfc  and  Haniy 

8th,  who,  I  thinks  nay  more  jiudy  haw 

it  than  myself.     I  have  next  lo  nolm  tbs 

observations  of  my  nobla  Friand  the  III 

her  for  Dorseuhirey  to  whom  I 

with  the  attention  and  deference  which  1 

always  give  to  anything  that  falla  from  hSm^ 

especially  in  any  matter  into  which  oonri* 

derations  of  religion  or  morality  can  poa- 

idbly  enter.     My  noble  Friend  haa  draws 

his  principal  conclusions  from  tha  iUte  af 

society  and  the  sute  of  tha  law  in  two 

different  countries  of  continental  Euiops^ 

Prussia  and    France.      With    Rfwd    la 

Prussia,  he  traces  to  the  state  of  the  hir 

in  that  country, — ^which,  aa  he  righ^y 

permits,  under  certain  restrictions!  iha 

riaffes  of  colkteral  affinity  whidi  I 

to  legalise  here,  ^  a  laxity  of  nHMah 

he  considen  to  prevail  in  that  oonat^.  Ik 

tells  us,  that  the  state  of  socieCy  than  ia 

such,  especially  with  mpecttothe 

of  marriage,  as    to  make   moraKet 

patriots  sigh  fur  a  return  to  the  old 

law.     Sir,  I  am  reluctant  to  draw  in  _ 

ral  unei>mplimentary  oonparisatta  hell 

the  state  of  morals  in  my  own  ooualty 

any  other,— »uch  comparisons  are  oAan 

eeptive.     1  am  nevertheless  indidcd  10 

lieve  that  between  ouiaelves  and 

com|urison  would  result  to  our 

and.  knowing  that  my  noble  Fiind 

good  fciurccs  uf  information,  I 

siderable  weight  to  his  opinion^  and  I 

lieve  that  the  evib  of  which  he  1 . 

1  am  horn  ever  by  mi  means  ao  aire  tlw 

>tate  of  the  Prussian  law  with  legaid  So  IW 

degrei-s  within  which  marriage  nmy  hai 

trueted  has  as  much  to  do  with 


#1 


i'\i»t  in   PrujMa  than  does  the 

thjt  |«rti«.iriar  restraint  on  the 

of  maniiges  which  I  wish  Id 

rii^Uzid.     And  i>  not  my  nohle  Piiwai 

welj  aware  cf  other  causes  of  the  cw3  m 

worl  ill  that  cvHiUtry  r     I  F 

thcr  it>  sub)ivts  wiHild  be  w  D 

not  to  rxt'jra  w  the  i\ld  caaon  law, 

this  1   L:iow.  i  «ii>h   thcT  could 

the  bible.     1  fear  I  do  i ' 
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when   I  nj  that  in  ProteaUMt  Gennany 
the  influence  of   that  volume  has  been 
almost  nullifud  by  the  systematic  attack 
which  for  the  last  century  and  half  has 
been  conducted  by  rationalists  and  neolo- 
gists  against  its  inspiration.    The  denial  of 
that  inspiration  hsis  for  at  least   that  pe- 
riod been  the  purpose  and  object  of  a  series 
of  able  and  laborious  men,  whose  names 
are  as  unpronouncable  as   the   catalogue 
would  be  interminable,  and  that  catalogue 
has  reached  its  climax  in  a  name  at  this 
moment  of  the  greatest  notoriety  in  Eu- 
rope.*  These  are  circumstances  which  may 
well  account  for  any  features  we  may  re- 
gret, if  such  azisty  on  the  social  condition 
of  Protestant  Ocrmany.     I  know  that  the 
efforts  of  wise  and  good  men,  with  one  of 
the  best  of  modem  sovereigns  in  their  van, 
are  raised  against  this  mighty  efil.     God 
send  them  success,  but  the  task  is  one  which 
will  tax  those   exertions  to  the  utmost. 
The  disease  lies  too  deep*  in  my  opinion* 
to  be  reached  by  legal  changes,  but  in  so 
far   as  legislation   can   reach  it,  I    doubt 
whether  the  cure   should    not  rather  be 
sought  in  a  revision  of  the  Prussian  law  of 
divorce   than  in  any  restriction  upon  the 
degrees  of  affinity  within  which  marriage 
may  now   be  contracted.     Following  my 
noble  Friend  to  France,  I  find  myself  at 
issue  with  him  on  the  fact  that  the  mar- 
riages now  in  question  are  really  prohi- 
bited in  that  country.    That  such  prohi- 
bition is  to  be  found  in  the  code  Napoleon, 
I  am  well  aware,  and  I  have  no  doubt  my 
noble  Friend  is  correct  in  his  history  of  the 
introduction  of  the  regulations  he  quotes, 
and  that  Napoleon  and  Carobaceres  were 
its  immediate  authors.     I  venture,  how- 
ever, to  assure  the  House  that  my  noble 
Friend  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  these 
prohibitions  are  now  in  force.     I  hold  in 
my  hand  a  legal  statement,  which  I  have 
the  better  right  to  qnote  because  it  is  not 
only  drawn  fay  an  unexceptionable  autho- 
rity, the  legal  adviser  of  the  British  em- 
bassy at  Paris,  but  it  fulfils  the  condition 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  5Iember 
for  Finsbury  (Mr.  Wakley),  gives  weight 
to  legal  advice, — it  is  paid  for.     It  states 
that,   marriage  with   the  deceased  wife's 
sister  may  be  and  is  contracted  in  France 
by  permission  of  the  sovereign,  and  it  points 
out  all  the  forms  and  regulations  under 
which  that  permission  is  obtained.     The 
present  law,  therefore,  in  France,  I  state 
positively,  is  precisely  on  the  same  footing 
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as  it  is  in  most  of  the  countries  of  Protest- 
ant Europe,  in  which  the  sovereign  cer- 
tainly assumes  a  discretion  which  a  Roman 
Catholic  can  only  attribute  to  the  pope. 
Of  course  I  presume  that  the  strict  Roman 
Catholic  in  France,  as  elsewhere,  would 
think  it  necessary  to  procure  a  further  dis« 
pensation  from  Rome,  but  with  this  the 
law  has  nothing  to  do.    In  all  these  in- 
stances it  is  clear  that  such  marriages  are 
not  considered  as  conflicting  with  religbn 
or  morality.  The  restrictions  imposed  upon 
them  have  reference  only  to  the  circum« 
stances  of  the  individuals  ;  they  seem  to 
me  such  as  would  not  be  practicable  in  this 
country,  but  they  leave  untouched  the  great 
principle  that  neither  pope  nor  temporal 
severely  can  claim  aright  to  dispense  with 
a  positive  law  of  God.     With  regard  to 
Scotland,  I  am  far  from  saying  that  parties 
desirous  to  contract  the  marriages  rendered 
void  in  England  by  the  act  of  1835,  can  do 
so  effectually  by  resorting  to  Scotland  for 
the  purpose.     But  this  I  know,  that  such 
an  opinion  prevails,  and  that  parties  do  re- 
sort to  Scotland  with  such  intent.     I  have 
a  letter  in  my  pocket  from  one  of  them, 
who  seems  content  with  the  success  of  his 
proceeding.     1  fear  that  much  confusion 
may  arise  from  this  state  of  things,  and  1 
may  say  in  passing,  that  I  should  think 
this  discussion,  with  all  its  possible  evils, 
well  bestowed  if  it  could  direct  the  atten. 
tion  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Govern- 
ment to  certain  incidents  of  the  marriage 
law  of  Scotland,  and  its   po«ible  effects 
upon   English   property  and  inheritance, 
which  call  loudly,  in  my  opinion,  for  con- 
sideration.    My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Oxford,  has  rested  his 
opposition  to  the  principle  of  my  measure 
mainly  on  the  practice  of  the  early  church. 
I  regret  that  the  lateness  of  the  hour  ope- 
rated to  make  my  hon.  Friend  compress 
materially  his  observations  on  a   subject 
which  he  has  deeply  studied.     I  can  claim 
for  myself  no  such  profound  acquaintance 
with  it  as  I  attribute  to  him,  and  as  he  was 
under  such  disadvantage  in  discussing  it,  I 
wish  to  touch  it  now  no  further  than  to 
show  that  I  have  not  altogether  neglected 
iu  consideration,  and  that  if  I  demur  to  his 
conclusions  it  is  not  from  any  want  of  re- 
spect for  the  authorities  on  which  he  re- 
lies, or  from  a  presumptuous  cootem|»t  for 
antiquity.     My  own  general  impression  is 
just  this,  I  think  that  for  the  first  three 

I  centuries  of  the  church  we  have  little  direct 
evidence  of  its  practice.  Towards  the  fourth 
century  we  Ikave  two  iacts  in  evidence* 
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I'int,  (lint  the  practice  picTailcd  to  ti  cer<  go  intn  the  lobby  to  lue  perb^  to  power 
tuiii  I'xtciit,  at  Il-uI  ;  ihiK  i.i  clear  even  from  iinJ  office  the  idol  of  jour  politicd  pndilao 
llLuil'H  fumnua  letter  against  it:  further,  tioni,  or  to  remove  frooi  them  the  ■'■"'■•ir 
tliut  when  it  eame  to  attract  (he  special  jou  diitruft ;  give  it  rather  ai  the  jmj, 
utiention  of  the  hcadi  of  the  church,  when,  when  iti  foreman  retuini  into  eourt  win 
if  I  may  uie  the  cxprenion,  they  went  to  the  capital  icntence  on  his  faullariBB  lifia 
division  upon  it,  the  aacctic  tendencrof  the  for  rest  aMUied  that  to  lome  at  Iwt  of 
age  to  rcKtriction  prcrailcd,  and  that  va-  your  fdlow-aubjccli  the  death  wnimt  k 
rioui  prohibitions  were  enacted,  principally  will  prove  of  peace  of  mind  and  h^pinea 
howuver,  applied  to  the  clergy.  My  hon.  on  thii  lide  the  grave. 
Friend,  however,  is  welt  aware  how  many  fhe  House  divided  on  the  qimtiuB, 
objccti  were  embraced  in  these  prohltntioni,    (hat  leare  be  given  to  bring  in  tha  bill. 

how  many  rcstrainU  were  enacted  by  the  i  j^yes  100 ;  Noes  133  : Majority  S3. 

KUne  councils  which  he  would  be  the  first  I 

to  disclaim  aud  the  last  to  revive.     Fie  is  £■'*(  of  (Ae  Ant. 

well  aware  that  the  marriage  with  the  lint  '  A|;lionby,  II.  A. 
cousin  is  forbidden  under  the  nme  penal-  i  Aimwotth,  I', 
tics.     1  have  mentioned  the  name  of  Basil,  '  Aldam,  W. 
who,  I  am  Dure,  would  be  quoted  by  my    Anirobui,  E. 
hon.  Kricnd  as  a  very  leading  individual    Arkwrighi,  0. 
nuthoritv  iu  his  favour.     No  name  ranks    ^[f "'"'  ^-  •*■ 
laaxning   and    piety,  and   T^  ;  p,,,;.,;     ^oa.  C. 
ne  in  my  mind  wao  tbows  mure    g,.,,,,)  ji 
distinctly   to  what   an    extent  uninspired  |  Bicrjtt    K.  J. 
wisdom  and  learning  may  be  misled  by  the  |  Borthoick,  I'. 
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iiowring,  Dr. 
Broilienoo,  J. 
IJrucc,  Lord  E. 
Buikley,  K. 
BuUcc,  K. 
Childen,  J.  W. 
Cobden,  1(. 
(Jolbvrue,  bon.  W.  N. 

K. 
Colebrook,  Sit  T.  Y.. 
Colleu.  W.  K. 
Craig,  W.,(). 
Lrawford,W.S. 
Curne,  K. 
Cuiiii,,  II.  n. 
Dalmeny ,  Lord 
U*lryni,,k-.('r.,.l. 
noM'.on.J.  1'.. 
I  Iliidd,  ti. 


eireuiDRtanccs   of  the    time    in   which   it 
flourishes.    Take  that  prela(e's  opinion  on 
rdave  marriages.     Wha(  docs  he   tell  the 
slave   who  contracts  a  marriage  without 
leave  of  the  master.  Ducshcsay,  as  u  Chris- 
tian you  should  bow  to  the  laws,  however 
K'   rannical,  of  the  state  in  which  you  live  P 
ad  he  confined  himself  to  this,  he  would 
have,  pcrhajii,  spoken  widely  and  well.    No, 
he  iay.i,  you  who  contract  a  marriage  with, 
out  the  leuve  of  the  heathen  nioAter  who 
livK  fixul  the  chain  on  your  necl:,  and  the 
brand  u]K)n  your  brow,  to  (lie  male  he  .uy>, 
You  are  it  fornicator  ;  to  the  woman,  You 
are  an  linrlot.     Sir,  I  lutve  great  re.<|)(.vt 
fur  IWI.  but  I  cannot  admit  him  ui  on  un- 
ijiicstiunablu  authority.    In  nnielnsiini.  Sir, 
allow  me  to  say.  that  if  I  fell  ntysL-lf  |ios- 
sesxed  of  any  of  lliat  influence  which  lias    DutI,  J, 
been   kindlv  and  lUtteringlv  attributed  to    DuDcin.O, 
me  by  one  oi'  my  oi.|wiieiit!.,  ibe  hun.  Meui-  I  l'uo«i-u.  Admiral 
U.r  for  Nurthuniiton,  I   wouUI  not  use  it  I  '■|f»'"'pe.  ?'''  J- 
on  Mi.b  a  ,uhje.l  as  the  pn-«:nt,  to  .w-y  I  ;:{;;;''^;|""' ^  ■**'■ 
the  delibinte  judpncnt  of  any  iiiditiduii  '  Klph',„iionc   I] 
wbi>  bi-an  me.     There  an-  mmiy  ]i>«nts  of    Kjt-ujon,  c'i>l. 
the  <ii]r»ion  of  eX|ivdiL-iiey    whiih  hiinlly  I  IVirjud,  W,  II 
admit  of  arifUmmt  ur  prvufun  whith  indl-  i  Furxci.M. 
liJiuU  mu.il  and  will  be  (;uid>.-d  by  the  ri."  I  liuLi-ll,  J.  Milne». 
kiillEt  of  Ilieir  own  relkvtion  iir  cainricRce.  i  l<ib>uo,  T.  M. 
There  uru  parties  pltiullii)!  at  voiit  bur  for  i  '""■  T- 
nk-aio  from  a  restraint  whi.b  they  consider  j  ^"'V'p  «    H 
unreaiionable  and  unjuM.     (iive  your  uu-    ]|?|7si'r'B' 
bi.i»i-.l  vvrdiet.  but  iV  it  be  an  adverse  one.    Haffoni, :(. 
pvu  it  nut   in  liiihtne^n  i>f  heart,  or  with    ii^um.,  a. 
that  punluiublv  cxulutiou  with  tvhicb  you  1  iliy,  Sir  A.  L. 


t,J. 
Hill,  Loid  M. 
Hiadley,  C. 
Hodgson,  F. 
Ilorsman,  B. 
IIo«anl,bo.CLW.O. 
Jaidine.  W. 
JoboKin,  Gowial 
LaogsioB,  J.  H. 
Larpcnt,  Sir  U.  d«  B. 
Leader,  J.  T. 
Lemon,  Sir  C 
Lindsay,  II.  H. 
Macsulay,  riaht  boo. 

T.  B. 
Marshall  tV. 
Miicalfe,  H. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
Moms,  i). 

MostrD,hn.  E.H.L. 
MuDU,G.F. 
NeeU,  J. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  U. 
i'agei.  Col. 
t'sgei.  Lord  A. 
l-ark.r,  J. 
Teehclt,  Capl. 
Hawdon,  Col. 
Itennia,    G. 


■til,  \V. 


Kicardo,J.  U 
Koand,  t'.  C. 
SiholeGcld.J. 
Scull,  R. 
Smith,  B 
SiiutI,  E. 
Thoraelji,  T. 
Troubrid|e.SirE.T. 
Tuffnell,  II. 
X'illicrt,  boa.  C.  P. 
\Vak)«y,  T. 
Walker,  K. 
WawB,  J.  T. 
Wilde,  Sir  T. 
Williams,  W. 
Wilian,  M. 
\Vood,C. 
Wood,  D.  W. 
Wonley.LMd 
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Wyuo,  rt.  hD.C.W  W. 
YouDg,  J. 


T£I.I.CRS. 

Egerton,  Lord  F. 
Duller,  C. 


List  qf  the  Noes. 


AclandySirT.D. 
AclaodfT.  D. 
Ackers,  J. 
ActoD,  Col. 
Adare,  Visct. 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
Allix,  J.  P. 
Bailey,  J. 
Bailey,  J.,  Jan. 
baird,  W. 
BarringtoD,  Visct. 
Basker? ille,  T.  B.  M. 
DeotiDck,  Lord  O. 
Blackstone,  W.  S. 
Bodkin,  J.  J. 
Boldero,  il.  G. 
BramstoD,  T.  W. 
Broadley,  H. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Bruce,  C.  L,  C. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Bunbury,  T. 
Burrell,  Sir  C.  M. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Catendish,  hn.  C.  C. 
Cavendish,  hn.  G.  H. 
Chelsea,  Visct. 
Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
Cholmondeley,  hn.  H. 
Christmas,  \V. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Cochrane,  A. 
CoUile,  C.  R. 
Corry,  right  hon.  IL 
Courtenav,  Visct. 
Cowper,  hon.  W.  F. 
Crosse,  T.  B. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,  hon.  W.  IL 
Dickinson,  F.  H. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  £. 
Drummond,  11.  H. 
Duffield,  T. 
Duncombe,  hon.  0. 
Egerton,  W.  T. 
Egerton,  Sir  P. 
Escott,  B. 
Esmonde,  Sir  T. 
Kstcourt,  T.  G.  B. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A. 
F^llett,  Sir  W.  W. 
Fuller,  A.  £. 
Gladstone,  right  hon. 

WE. 
Goulbum,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Greenall,  P. 
Greene,  T. 
Grogan,  K. 
Hamilton,  \V.*J. 
Hardinge,  it.ho.SirII. 
Utrdy,  J. 


liatton,  Capt.  V. 
Hayes,  Sir  £. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Holmes,  hon.  W.  A'C. 
Hope,  A. 
Howard,  Lord 
Howard,  Sir  R. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Johnstone,  Sir  J. 
Lambton,  H. 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lockhart,  W. 
Lowther,  J.  H. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
McGeachy,  F.  A. 
Mahon,  Visct. 
Main  waring,  T. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Marsham,  Visct. 
Master,  T.W.C. 
Maunsell,T.  P. 
Mundy,  £.  M. 
Murray,  C.  R.  S. 
Neeld,  J. 
NeTille,  R. 
Newry,  Visct. 
Nicholl,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Norreys,  Sir  D.  J. 
G*Brien,  A.  S. 
G'ConnelU  D. 
G'Connell,  J. 
GTerrall,  R.  M. 
Gssulston,  Lord 
Packe,C.W. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Power,  J. 
Pusey,  P. 
Rashleigh,  W. 
Reade,W.M. 
Reid,  Sir  J.  U. 
Richards,  R. 
Rolleston,  Col. 
Rous,  hon.  Capt. 
Rushbrooke,  Ool. 
Russell,  J.  D.  W. 
Seale,  Sir  J.  II. 
Shaw,  rt  hon.  F. 
Sheppard,  T. 
Sibtborp,  Col. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 
Smythe,  hon.  G. 
Somtrton,  Visct. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Tollemache,  hn.  F.J. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
Vernon,  O.  U. 
Wdbyi  G«  £• 


Whitmore,  T.  C.  tellers. 

Wilbraham,  hn.  R.  B.    Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 

Ashley,  Lord 

Child  Murders.]  Mr,  Colvilie  mowtd 
for  returns  of  the  number  of  coDvictioiis 
for  the  murder  of  illegitimate  childreo  ia 
England  and  Wales  in  each  of  the  years 
from  1828  to  1841,  both  inclosive,  and 
similar  returns  of  the  number  of  convic* 
tions  for  concealment  of  the  birth  of  ille* 
gitimate  children. 

Mr.  fVakley  said,  it  could  not  be  pos- 
sible to  frame  a  return  which  would  sive 
more  incorrect  information  than  that  just 
moved.  The  number  of  convictions  would 
not  give  one-tenth,  one-fiftieth  of  the  nam* 
her  of  illegitimate  children  who  had  been 
destroyed ;  and  as,  of  course,  the  object 
roust  be  to  arrive  at  a  correct  knowledge 
of  those  numbers,  he  hoped  the  motion 
would  be  withdrawn  and  remodelled  ;  for, 
as  at  present  framed,  the  result  must  de- 
ceive the  House  and  the  country.  Nothing 
was  more  common  than  for  children  to  be 
eiposed  in  roads,  and  he  had  sometimes 
three  or  four  such  cases  in  one  day ;  but 
in  many  instances,  although  it  could  be 
seen  that  murder  had  been  committed,  no 
convictions  for  murder  took  place ;  conse- 
quently the  return  of  convictions  would 
not  at  all  indicate  the  extent  of  child 
murder. 

Mr.  Colville  said,  his  object  was  to  ar- 
rive at  a  knowledge  of  the  effect  of  that 
part  of  the  New  Poor-law  which  regarded 
bastardy ;  but  if  the  hon.  Member  thought 
the  object  would  not  be  attained  by  this 
motion  he  would  withdraw  it,  provided 
the  hon.  Member  would  give  his  assistance 
in  framing  one  more  efficient. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Adjourned. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Thursday,  March  17, 1842. 

MiMonuL]    Biua.    PuMk^l*-  CrimtMl  JnrMkCioB  of 
Courtoof  Quarttr  ScMknfc 

PriMlr.— !■•  Slalytaridge  G«i  BiteCol  Boondwyi  Ctat 
iBdontt*  I  ScmHh  EMtani  RaUwsjt. 
S**  Bicwood  FrMGiMBiiwrSdiooli  LMKitto  NaCunli- 


^  Mid  paaed:— BoBMs'k  NaCanltetkia. 
Pmnoif*  PsBMvrao.  By  Ifae  Margni  of 
dowae,  Um  jlimiii  of  Dowaihirv.  Mid  Um  Dako  of 
Ricfamood,  Ckom  Aimagb,  Nammwiirr,  WnUktamm, 
mod  ochcr  piMn.  fcr  Um  Marri^e  (Iretaod)  BilL-^By 
a  oold*  Laid,  fton  the  Monfacn  of  Um  RcUif  Mid 
Unltod  fJwiMinn  ChvscfaM  of  Glmfom,  ftv  tbt  Ro- 
p«l  of  Um  Con  Mki  ProvWoo  Lnn.~By  •  mWo 
Irfxd  ftwa  MliMJiinliWHy^'Wi  ft*  Um  PiewHoa  cC 
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Poor.Lawb.]  Earl  Forteicue  begged 
to  put  the  ijueitioD  to  the  noble  Duke  of 
whirb  he  hail  liveu  notice.  At  the  lite 
nbange  of  Government  an  imprcMion  weo( 
forth  that  great  and  fundamental  changea 
were  about  to  be  made  in  the  Poor-lawi 
in  England  and  Ireland.  StalemcDtt  te- 
ccfltly  made  in  mother  plwc  had  tended 
to  remove  that  imprewiuti,  but  there  atill 
remained  lufiicient  doubt  on  the  iubjecl  to 
create  a  diipoaiiion  in  lome  qaarten  to  dii- 
pute  the  authority  of  the  Poor-law  Commit- 
aioneri.  The  queitiona,  therefore,  which 
he  wiihed  to  put,  and  to  which  he  hoped 
the  noble  Duke  would  find  it  convenient 
to  give  a  clear  and  explicit  answer,  were, 
first,  whether  in  anj  ncaaure  about  to  be 
■Dtroduced  to  Parliament,  ibe  general  prin- 
ciples and  leading  provisKini  uf  the  present 
law  would  be  adhered  to :  and,  secondly, 
whether  it  woold  be  proposed  to  continue 
the  adroioiitraiioa  of  the  law  in  England 
and  Ireland  under  the  direction  of  the 
Poor-law  Com miui oners,  whose  pcrform- 
arKe  uf  thdr  duties  had  fairl;  enliiied  tliem 
to  the  conJdenceof  Patliament  and  to  ge> 
neral  spptobalion. 

The  Dukeof  lfW/U(;(oii  was  underatood 
to  tay  that  it  had  been  annuunced  in  ano- 
ther  place  ihut  it  was  the  lulcnlion  of 
Government  to  propose  a  meaaurc  for  the 
continuance  of  the  Poor-law  Commii- 
aiooers.  As  th.il  measure  would  he  intro- 
duced st  the  earlieii  moment,  and  as  ibeir 
Lordships  would  have  a  full  opportunity 
ofknowmgaiid  discussing  its  provisions, 
he  thought  It  would  not  be  doing  justice 
(o  the  mv.iture  or  10  ihe  public  to  make 
any  partial  statement  of  its  nature  or  con- 
tenU. 

Subject  at  an  end, 

IsmxE  -  T*x  —  FiKAM  E  or  tiif 
C>>i'NrHT.]  Lord  Brouiflutm  said,  that 
in  rising  tu  bring  under  the  coniidcra 


House,  could  for  an  ioMaat  eatcrtaiu  iha 
shadow  of  t  doubt  as  lo  the  entire  eoo- 
petency  and  regularity  of  this  proccedisf. 
11  was  a  vain  and  idle  imsginaiioD  U  sb[h 
pose  that  the  House  was  precluded  by  any 
form  of  the  constitution  from  eteiduaf 
its  judgment  upon  whatever  financial  bm> 
sures  might  b«  iulioduced  into  lbs  Mhw 
House  or  Pariiameat.  It  waa  «  nil  lod 
idle  imagination  to  think  that  the  Hooai 
nf  Lords  had  not  the  same  rig:bt  lo  cooaidw 
questions  of  rcvanua  and  taiatioD  ••  thay 
had  to  give  their  decisions  oa  aay  aikm 
matters  which  afTeeted  iheinierosUDf  lh«r 
fellow-subjects.  It  was  a  ti{ht  whidiiha* 
had  constantly  exercised — which  tfaay  M 
never  abandoned.  It  was  a  right  tnm 
which,  when  not  insisted  on,  ibej  had  fl^ 
luniarily  abstained ;  but,  whether  iaaiaiad 
on  or  abstained  from,  the  right  waa  ibwa 
by  the  law  of  the  land.  This  being  oa  ail 
hands  allowed,  it  might,  perfaape^  It  nid 
that  in  practice  (hey  did  irat  interftra  vkh 
meaiures  of  taxation  or  finance.  lu  gana- 
ral  (he  would  admit]  the  Lorda  waitid 
until  such  measures  were  eDsbodiad  m 
bills  and  sent  up  to  them  from  tW  Othw 
House  of  Parliament;  but  oevaitl 
they  were  habilually  called  on,  in  ape 
from  the  Throne,  and  in  mestagea  tnm  Iba 
Crown,  to  lake  into  their  i  niisJilsialllW 
Cranti  of  money,  and  that,  loo, at  iba  my 
tame  time,  and  iu  the  self-same  Ictou,  n 
which  timilar  rccommeudations  w«a  aid* 
to  the  Lower  House.  Indeed,  ba  MNI 
remembered  any  message  sent  to  na* 
House,  recommending  grants  of  ■oaay, 
without  the  same  mrtsage  being  neat  Is 
the  other  at  the  same  time;  and  aa  lalalj 
as  the  commencement  of  the  preaiat  8w 
«ioii,  when  thvy  were  assemblM  at  iha  h^ 
■•inning  ot  last  month,  the  Lotdl  aad  the 
Commons  were,  by  the  speech  fnai  tiM 
Throne,  and  in  the  same  words,  h  *  * 
of  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  ai 
aslcd  to  take  special  measures  for  ■  ^ 
that  deficiency  good.     He  found  that  lilt 


V  look  of  calling  tbcir  iMd- 
of  their  lordships  the  important  subject  '  shijis'  aiiemionto  mattenaffinaooa,«UB 
of  the  resolutions  which  lie  had  laid  on  '  under  Ihe  consideration  of  the  Coaiwwa, 
Ihe  Table  last  Monduy,  he  thought  that  woa  the  course  pursued  in  the  bMK  if 
he  should  hardly  be  justified,  certainly  ■....-.. 

not  called  upon,  to  vindicate  the  co< 
which  he  had  deemed  it  necessary  to  take 
on  this  occasion,  Nonebut  a  very  superficial 
and  ignorant  person — none  but  a  person 
most  superficially  acquainted,  if  icquaini- 
cd  at  all,  with  the  history  of  patlijnieDlarj 
proceedings,  especially  in  thait  Loidshipa' 


and  by  the  best  ofataies 
the  course  all,  by  men  whu  werefully  practiaod  iatb* 
furms  of  both  Houses  of  ParliaoiMt,  m 
well  as  eniioently  convensnt  svith  iW 
principles  of  th>.>  constitution.  Whas  ha 
lueniioned  the  late  Lord  GieiTJUt,  ha 
named  one,  who,  to  his  pioftHitid  pahtnal 
knowledge,    and    variM    acqaiHBMlih 
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added  Ibe  character  of  being  a  moil  dili- 
gent  student  of  all  our  coDstitutiooal 
forms.  Having  filled  the  chair  of  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  for  some  time 
before  he  ceased  to  be  one  of  its  most 
distinguished  Members,  he  paid  the  same 
attention  to  the  forms  of  this  House 
when  he  became  one  of  its  brightest 
ornaments.  He  (Lord  Brougham)  found 
him  in  their  Lordships'  House»  bringing 
forward  Questions  of  finance  without  feel- 
ing the  least  scruple  from  the  circum- 
stance that  the  same  questions  might  at 
the  same  time  be  pending  in  the  Commons 
— not  confining  himself  to  what  he  could 
then  have  known  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  other  House  through  the  ''votes/' 
but  sometimes  acting  on  his  knowledge, 
otherwise  acquired,  of  what  was  passing 
in  that  House.  He  remembered  that 
noble  Lord  thirty  years  ago— it  was  in  the 
spring  of  1812,  when  a  financial  state- 
ment had  been  made  by  the  Minister  of 
the  day  in  the  Commons, — Lord  Gren- 
ville,  in  his  place  in  the  Lords,  complained 
of  that  statement,  as  one  in  which  the 
Minister  had  deceived  himself,  and  de- 
luded the  country  ;  in  order  to  support  his 
charge,  he  moved  for  certain  accounts, 
which  he  made  the  ground  of  an  elaborate 
statement:  and,  as  if  to  preclude  for 
ever  any  objection  on  the  ground  of  the 
Lords  interfering  on  matter  of  finance, 
otherwiie  than  by  debating  bills,  and  as 
if  he  had  foreseen  the  frivolous  objec- 
tions now  raised,  and  was  resolved,  by 
anticipation  to  put  them  down,  with  his 
high  authority,  ne  chose  for  the  time  of 
making  his  statement,  the  moment  when 
the  Household  Bill  had  come  up  from  the 
other  House,  and  on  the  discussion  of 
which  it  might  be  thought  be  could  have 
more  regularly  introduced  his  observations, 
but  Ix)rd  Grenville  preferred  to  found  his 
statement  on  the  papers  for  which  he  had 
moved,  rather  than  on  the  Household 
Bill ;  and  before  the  debate  on  that  bill 
was  brought  on,  and  independent  alto- 
gether of  that  bill,  he  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  his  difierence  with  Mr. 
Perceval,  and  answered  Mr.  Perceval's 
statement.  Nor  was  that  the  only  occa- 
sion he  took  to  assert  the  rights  of  the 
Lords  to  discuu  and  consider  all  matters 
of  finance.  In  office  he  acted  as  he  had 
done  in  opposition.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  year  1807,  whenbia  noble  Fnend  (the 
MarqueM  of  Lansdowne)  near  him,  was 
Chancellor  of  the  Ezcheqoer,  be  biougbt 


forward  in  the  Commons  an  elaborate  plan 
of  finance.  While  it  was  then  under  dis- 
cussion, a  noble  relation  of  his  broueht 
forward  a  financial  plan  of  his  own  in  this 
House,  which  he  ofiered  as  a  substitute 
for  the  one  tlien  before  the  other  House 
and  moved  that  his  plan  be  referred  to  a 
committee.  Lord  Grenville,  then  Prime 
Minister,  objected  to  the  motion,  on  iht 
ground  that  there  was  no  document  to  go 
before  a  committee,  the  noble  Mover'a 
proposition  resting  in  statement  merely. 
He  resisted  the  motion  on  its  merits,  he 
argued  on  the  plan ;  but  as  to  the  regu- 
larity or  competency  of  the  proceeding, 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  a  matter  of 
finance,  or  of  the  subject  being  then  before 
the  Commons,  he  uttered  not  one  word. 
If  it  were  at  all  necessary  to  add  anything 
to  the  high  authority  he  had  just  cited,  he 
would  give  that  of  a  noble  Lord,  whose 
loss  at  any  time  would  be  felt  with  deep 
regret,  but  whose  recent  loss  made  the 
mention  of  his  name  the  more  painful— be 
alluded  to  the  late  Lord  Holland,  thmo 
whom  he  had  never  known  any  one  more 
amiable  in  all  the  relations  of  private 
life,  more  to  be  loved  for  his  virtues,  or 
admired  for  his  acquirements  and  bis  ca- 
pacity, or  respected  and  followed  for  his 
devoted  patriotism,  and  his  steadfast  au 
tachment  to  the  interests  of  the  country. 
Lord  Holland  was,  moreover,  a  careful 
observer  of  the  forms  of  their  Lordships* 
House,  in  the  knowledge  of  which  no  man 
was  more  skilled,  or  more  nrone  to  recal 
those  who,  for  a  season,  might  be  disposed 
to  depart  from  them.  He  found  that  noble 
Lord  in  the  year  1810  moving  an  addreu 
to  the  Crown  to  appoint  commissioners  to 
consider  the  management  of  the  tenths 
and  first-fruits  which  constituted  the  fund 
called  Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  intended  for 
the  improvement  of  the  livings  of  the  poorer 
clergy ;  and  what  was  the  occasion  on  which 
this  motion  was  made  ?  Precisely  that  on 
which  a  question  was  under  consideration 
in  the  other  House  of  granting  100,000/. 
out  of  the  taxes,  in  aid  of  Queen  Anne'i 
Bounty,  and  Lord  Holland's  resolutions 
affirmed  that  instead  of  throwing  the  bur- 
den on  the  people,  it  should  fall  upon 
the  ecclesiastical  benefices.  On  the  11th 
of  May  he  movrd  the  address  and  resolu- 
tions, and  it  was  not  till  three  weeks  after 
on  the  2nd  of  June,  that  the  grant  of 
100,000/.  was  moved  by  Mr.  Perceval  in 
the  committeee  of  supply.  The  noble 
Lord  bad  no  other  ground  for  his  motkm 
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than  the  aDnouncement  made  id  the  speech 
from  the  Throne  at  the  commcncemeot  of 
the  Session — such  as  that  which  he  had 
mentioned  as  having  been  made  at  the 
commencement  ,of  the  present  Session. 
The  motion  was  resisted  solely  upon  the 
rround  of  an  act  of  Parliament,  to  which 
Lord  Holland  had  not  adverted ;  but 
though  on  that  ground  Lord  Eldon  and 
Lord  Grenville  opposed  the  resolution, 
neither  of  them  said  one  word  as  to  the 
House  of  Lords  anticipating  a  money 
question  about  to  come  on  in  the  other 
House.  He  (Lord  Brougham)  thought 
he  had  now  said  enough  to  satisfy  their 
Lordships  as  to  the  principle  of  the  course 
he  had  taken  on  this  occasion,  and  as  to 
the  practice  in  former  times.  He  would 
now  come  to  the  subject  of  the  resolutions. 
When  he  laid  them  on  the  Table  on  a 
former  evening,  he  had  said,  with  reference 
to  the  question  of  an  Income-tax,  that 
ordinarily  the  measure  would  not  be  dis- 
cussed until  it  came  up  from  the  other 
House  embodied  in  a  bill.  If  he  had  ob- 
jected to  this  tax  on  principle,  and  alto- 
gether and  at  all  times — if  he  had  de- 
clared an  interminable  war  against  it, 
like  that  in  which  he  had  struggled,  and 
not  without  success,  at  a  former  period — 
if  he  saw  no  sad  necessity  now  any  more 
than  he  had  seen  then  for  resorting  to  this 
hateful  impost — he  might  have  waited  till 
he  had  the  opportunity  of  objecting  to  the 
bill  itself,  and  declaring  his  inHcxiblc  hos- 
tility to  it ;  but  that  was  not  the  ground 
on  which  he  went,  and  he  trusted  it  would 
not  be  the  ground  on  which  ihcir  lord- 
ships would  decide.  His  opinion  of  an 
income-tax  was  the  same  as  before,  but 
he  was  not  prepared  to  say,  that  the  state 
of  our  financial  embarrassments  might  not 
force  us  to  resort  to  such  a  tax,  when  we 
found  it  impossible  to  adopt  any  other 
alternative.  He  must  look  to  the  origin  of 
the  present  deficit,  lie  was  aware  that  he 
had  been  a  party  to  a  measure  by  which 
freedom  had  been  granted  to  nearly 
1 ,000,000  of  slaves ;  he  was  a  consenting 
party  to  the  enormous  price  which  wc  paid 
for  that  act— a  price  which,  however  great, 
was  not,  in  his  opinion,  too  great  for  that 
memorable  act  of  justice,  humanity,  and 
true  policy.  He  could  not  but  know  that 
one  result  of  that  measure  was  a  charge 
on  the  revenue  of  the  country  to  the 
amount  of  700,000/.  or  800,000/.  per 
annum;  and  that  this  formed, part  of  the 
•lun  which  the  country  wu  now  called 


upon  to  make  good.  The  revenae  «tt 
now  charged  with  this  amount,  ta  the 
interest  of  the  20,000,000/.  which  we  had 

Eaid  to  extinguish  slavery  in  our  colooiee. 
le  was  a  party,  when  out  of  office,  to 
another  great  meaaurci  a  measure  of  the 
late  Government,  by  which  the  coat  of 
communication  by  the  pott  was  brooght  in* 
to  such  a  moderate  compass  aa  to  be  within 
the  reach  of  all.  By  that  meuure,  ho«v« 
ever,  there  had  been  created  an  additiooe 
deficit  in  the  revenue  amouDting  to  between 
800,000/.  and  1,000,000/.  Here  ended 
his  responsibility  as  to  the  amonni  of 
the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but,  whatever  was  the  cause  of  the 
remaining  part  of  the  deficiencyy  it  wns 
not  his  busineu  then  to  inqoire  into  k. 
The  course  he  was  taking,  in  anbniittinf 
his  resolutions  to  the  Honae,  waa  taken 
with  no  party  view.  Indeed,  ao  fhr  wee 
he  from  any  such  intention,  that  he  wne 
anxious  to  guard  against  even  an  enpiee* 
sion  which  could  create  a  personal  bins» 
and  he  wished  to  turn  away  the  tttention 
of  their  Lordships  from  any  and 
everything  which  could  create  the 
party  difference.  He,  therefoie.  wonM 
aay  not  one  word  upon  the  measniea  which 
had  swelled  the  deficit  to  ita  present  fanfo 
amount.  That  amount  was  admitted  on 
all  hands,  and  there  were  other  chargca  to 
be  met  for  which  Parliament  waa  boond 
to  make  provision.  There  was  7^500,0001. 
deficiency  in  the  course  of  five  yenn,  and 
2,500,000/.  was  the  least  that  conld  hn 
estimated  as  the  deficiency  for  the  neit 
year,  making,  in  the  whole,  the  aon  of 
10,000.000/.  for  which  Parliament  had  to 
provide.  To  this  let  him  add,  that  thn 
aspect  of  affairs  in  several  (he  waa  aoiry 
he  must  use  the  term),  in  several  porta  of 
the  Fast  was  not  calculated  to  lessi 
financial  difficulties,  but  much  theitri 
Then  let  him  ask  their  Lordahipa,  in  tl 
circumstances,  did  not  a  due  care  for  pnb» 
lie  credit — did  not  a  regard  for  the  honour 
anil  security  of  the  empire,  demand  thnt 
ade(|uate  exertions  should  at  length  ht 
made  by  the  Government  and  tbe  Parlin* 
ment  to  remedy  this  most  serious  evil,  end 
to  place  the  income  on  a  level  at  leeM 
with  the  expenditure?  The  opiuiona  of 
all  men  who  had  turned  their  attention  to 
the  subject  seemed  to  unite  in  coming  to 
thift  conclusion— that  if  thev  did  not  ruaoft 
to  the  mode  of  making  good  the  deficiency 
recommended  by  the  Government,  thm 
bad  no  other  reaooice  on  which  we  cods 
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reckon  for  ionmediately  relieving  the  pres- 
sure. Had  they  any  other  resource  ?  He 
must  say,  that  he  could  not  see  any  on 
which  to  place  sure  reliance  j  but  certainly 
there  were  none  which  could  be  available 
till  it  was  (00  late.  He  had  heard  it  vaguely 
said,  (hat  a  lessening  of  the  expenditure 
would  make  g^ood  the  deficiency.  How, 
and  in  what  time  ?  It  would  be  absolutely 
impossible  so  to  lessen  the  expend iture, 
consistently  with  the  public  service,  to 
anything  like  the  amount  of  the  present 
deficiency,  and  within  a  short  time.  Well, 
then,  it  was  suggested  that  by  lowering  the 
duties  of  customs  and  excise  you  would 
increase  the  consumption,  and  thus  raise 
the  revenue.  All  experience  was  against 
this  resource  for  any  immediate  practical 
effect.  Let  not  noble  Lords  imagine  that 
he  opposed  the  lowering  of  the  customs 
and  excise,  or  doubled  the  wisdom  of  this 
course.  Quite  the  contrary.  He  enter- 
tained no  doubt  that  increased  revenue 
would  ultimately  be  the  result,  the  certain 
consequence  of  reduction  in  the  duties — 
that  such  a  relief  would  immediately  re- 
move many  of  the  hardships  which  now 
pressed  on  the  consumers,  and  in  the  end 
would  increase  the  revenue  as  well  as 
augment  their  comforts;  but  his  opinion 
was,  that  such  remedies  would  come  too 
late  to  remove  the  present  difficulties. 
They  would  tell,  no  doubt,  in  the  course 
of  time ;  but  a  much  more  speedy  remedv 
was  now  required.  Past  experience  af- 
forded abundant  illustration  of  what  he 
thus  stated.  When  his  noble  Friend  op- 
posite (the  Earl  of  Ripon)  was  in  office, 
about  seventeen  years  ago,  be  most  wisely 
made  the  attempt  to  get  an  increased 
revenue  by  lowering  duties,  and  in  that 
year  the  duties  on  winea  were  reduced  54 
per  cent.  What  became  of  the  consump- 
tion ?  It  was  very  much  increased.  But 
what  became  of  the  revenue  ?  It  fell  fully 
one-third:  instead  of  2,100,000/.  only 
1,400,000/.  was  raised  at  first.  And  now, 
after  a  lapse  of  seventeen  years,  it  had  not 
come  up  to  its  former  amount,  but  was  at 
the  present  day  still  one-fifth  less.  The 
same  micht  be  said  of  tobacco.  A  reduc- 
tion of  the  duty  took  place  to  the  amount 
of  25  per  cent.^from  4f.  to  3f.  He 
would  not  say  that  the  consumption  was 
not  increased  by  this.  It  was,  to  a  con- 
siderable amount,  but  there  was  also  a 
considerable  deficiency  in  the  revenue, 
and  at  the  present  day  it  was  less  by  about 
one- seventh  than  it  bad  been  before  the 


reduction  of  duties  took  place*  A  great 
reduction  bad  also  been  made  in  sugar. 
The  duty  was  lowered  from  27s.  to  Us. 
per  cwt.,  or  1 1  per  cent.  The  consump- 
tion was  extended.  The  comforts  of  many 
classes  were  increased.  In  fact,  the  re* 
duction  answered  admirably  for  all  par- 
poses  but  those  of  revenue ;  the  amount 
of  duty  received  from  sugar  was  still  one- 
twelfth  lower  than  under  the  old  tax. 
The  duty  on  hemp  had  been  reduced  52 
per  cent.,  and  the  consumption  was  very 
little  increased,  but  the  revenue  from  it 
fell  to  one-balf,  and  had  not  since  re- 
covered. There  were,  however,  two  ex- 
ceptions to  the  fact  which  he  had  just 
stated.  Those  were  the  articles  of  coffee 
and  rum :  the  duties  had  been  reduced 
on  both  of  these,  and  the  revenue  fell  off 
at  first,  but  in  the  course  of  three  years  it 
increased.  The  produce  of  the  coffee 
duties  had  considerably  increased,  but 
three  years  elapsed  before  they  even  re- 
gained their  former  amount.  No  more, 
he  thought,  needed  be  sakl  to  prove  that 
a  reduction  of  duty  will  not  bring  an  in- 
crease of  revenue  in  a  short  time;  and 
they  who  contend  that  a  property-tax  or 
income-tax  has  become  necessary,  need 
do  no  more  than  refer  to  the  instances  he 
had  stated.  The  failure  of  the  5  per 
cent,  on  excise  and  customs  to  raise  mora 
than  a  half  per  cent.,  or  one-tenth  of  the 
expected  supply,  strongly  proved  the  same 
position.  No  doubt,  as  he  bad  said,  in 
the  long  run,  the  customs  and  excise 
would  recover  the  loss  which  the  reduction 
caused,  and  in  some  cases  would  afford 
Increased  revenue ;  but  for  present  supply, 
to  support  the  credit  of  the  country^  to 
carry  on  the  public  service,  this  remedy 
of  reduced  customs  and  excise  would  not 
suffice.  Having  now  stated  these  grounds 
why  Parliament  should  resort  to  the  tax 
on  income,  it  became  his  duty  to  show 
that  the  Legislature  should  take  every 
security  that,  on  the  one  hand,  it  sboold 
be  continued  only  as  long  as  the  absolute 
necessity  for  it  existed,  and  that,  on  the 
other,  it  should  be  stripped  of  all  those 
incidents  which  bad  rendered  the  former 
measure  so  intolerable  to  the  people  of 
this  country,  as  far  as  it  is  pouiUe  to 
remove  them.  A  very  great  delusion  pre- 
vailed in  the  country — at  least  amongst 
that  large  class,  the  labouring  population, 
for  whom  he  felt,  and  ever  must  feel,  the 
most  lively  interest^as  to  the  operation 
of  the  Income-tax  on  them.    It  was  a 


731 


Inemi'iax^FinaMee  {LORDS} 


^ikt  Cmmifjfm 


TM 


common  Ibing  for  theniy  tnd  for  Ihoie 
who  instructed  them,  and  who  should 
know  better,  to  lay  that  the  Income*taz 
could  in  no  way  affect  them.  There  was 
no  greater  delusion  than  this.  It  required 
but  little  argument  to  show  that  the 
labourer  was  affected  by  the  diminution  of 
the  fuod  out  of  which  he  was  paid.  When 
capital  accumulated,  the  fund  was  in- 
creased out  of  which  labour  is  paid :  when 
it  became  diminished,  the  fund  to  pay  the 
labourer  decreased  in  the  same  proportion. 
The  manner  in  which  the  Income-tax  was 
levied,  showed  its  effect  on  labour.  You 
levy  so  much  on  men  possessed  of  income ; 
all  ihat  you  withdraw  from  their  capital — 
supposing  them  tradesmen,  farmers,  or 
manufacturers — comes  from  that  accu- 
muUtion  which  they  had  made  this  year, 
and  would  either  spend  next  year  in  sup- 
porting labour,  or  lend  to  others  who 
would  so  employ  it.  The  money  which 
they  paid  as  an  Income-tax  was  no  longer 
an  expenditure  from  which  they  could 
derive  any  direct  advantage,  for  it  was 
taken  from  them  to  be  applied  in  another 
way— to  support  labour  of  another  kind, 
which  was  not  productive.  If  that  amount 
were  not  taken  from  this  class,  it  would 
be  an  accumulation,  which  would  be  laid 
out  m  the  same  or  the  next  year.  The 
classes  of  mere  annuitants  not  in  business, 
would  employ  their  accumulated  capital, 
if  not  taken  as  a  tax,  in  lending  it  to 
those  who  could  profitably  employ  it.  or 
they  would  themselves  spend  it  in  articles 
of  consumption,  and  other  modes  of  do- 
mestic expenditure.  That  was  the  case 
of  one  class.  In  another  class  were  the 
traders,  the  miniifjcturers,  and  the  far- 
mers of  the  country.  He  would  take  the 
Hrst  class,  annuitants,  because  they  cun- 
stituiL'd  the  class  to  whom  the  argument 
applied,  ptrhaps,  with  the  hast  stringency. 
Nuw,  he  believid  that  uiien  a  tax  fell 
upon  that  class,  the  annuitants  not  in 
business,  the  liist  retrenchment  thev  at- 
tempteil  to  make  was,  in  whil  brought 
them  more  prominently  l>eft»re  the  eyes  of 
mankind — in  what  went  to  maintain  out- 
ward ap()earance — in  those  things  which 
Went  to  give  a  coluur  and  a  form  to  their 
circumstances,  a**  servants,  equipage,  and 
what  IS  called  establishment.  Dut,  un- 
foriunalely,  the  first  retrenchment  they 
made  was,  in  that  which  put  productive 
labour  in  motion — in  articles  of  con- 
sumption :  so  that  even  this  clau  of 
the    community    diminished     the    fund 


which  they  preriovsly  used  in  fimg 
employment  to  productive  laboor.  ~ 
there  was  the  other  class,  tba 
employed  in  the  trade*  maaofaetaits. 
ana  agriculture  of  the  couotry  %wi 
with  regard  to  them,  he  needed  acafetiy 
stop  to  remind  their  Lordsbipa  that, 
whatever  was  withdrawn  from  their 
fund,  was,  in  fact,  withdrawn  imm  tliat 
which  went  directly  to  give  employntoC 
to  the  labouring  classes;  that  every  IML 
which  this  class  withdrew  froca  tbeir 
capital,  by  so  much  lessened  the  feed  oet 
of  which  the  labour  of  the  working  C€ai« 
monity  was  to  be  paid.  Tbeir  Loniabipe 
would  remember  that  there  wea  an 
tial  difference  between  a  tax  apon  ii 
and  a  tax  upon  consumable 
inasmuch  as  the  former  was 
nied  by  any  extension  of  the  aapport  ead 
the  atimulua  given  to  labour:  whereaa 
the  latter,  at  the  same  time  that  it  pwl 
something  into  the  Treasury,  of  neceaaicy 
also  put  something  into  the  fond  oet  of 
which  the  productive  labour  of  the  coMlry 
was  rewarded.  A  lax  of  1,000/.  wpoa 
incomea  added  nothing  to  the  prodwetiee 
labour  of  the  country,  whilst  a  tes  of  the 
same  amount  collected  upoo  articlea  pof- 
ing  the  dutiea  of  exciaa  or  eoitOHM,  of 
neceuity  caused  an  expenditure  of  1,00QL, 
or  it  might  be  of  3,000i.  or  3,0001. 
which  went  to  support  the  trade, 
facture,  and  agriculture  of  EngleDd.  It 
was  impouible  to  approach  the 
used,  both  by  those  who  faveared« 
those  who  opposed  an  income-tax,  withooi 
being  aware  that  the  greaieat 
prevailed  on  both  sides ;  and  it  waa 
sary  to  keep  clear  of  the  errors  of  eack  of 
those  parties.  He  should  begin  by 
plying  himself  to  the  arguments  of 
who  opposed,  or  seemed  to  oppose  tho 
tax.  It  was  a  common  thing  to 
people  say,  "  Oh,  we  have  no  greal 
jection  to  an  income-tax ;  on  the 
trary,  we  think  that,  under  certain 
tions,  it  is  very  proper :  it  haa  asaM 
advantages;  and,  if  properly  moditea. 
may  be  conducive  to  the  natiooal  wtU 
fare  ;*'  but  it  was  invariably  found,  thai  iho 
first  plan  which  such  reasoners  sogfeaiod 
for  the  modification  of  the  tax,  waa  the  ap- 
plication of  the  impost,  not  to  ioeooMa  ol 
all,  but  simply  to  property.  **  We  doo*!*** 
say  they,  "  wc  don't  care  what  property 
you  tax,  but  be  careful  not  to  touoh  in* 
comes.  Only  tax  the  land  and  tbefaada.'* 
But  when  he  came  to  diaaect  ihia 
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lition,  when  he  remembered  the  groundt 
on  which  these  personi  argued,  he  found 
that  it  was  rather  the  fundi  than  the  land 
that  they  bad  in  their  eye,  and  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  they  had  a  great  ditpotition 
to  levy  a  tai  eicluiifely  on  the  fund« 
holder ;  and  be  was  lorry  to  lay,  that 
thit  tort  of  argument  was  not  confined  to 
those  who  possessed  no  property  at  all. 
It  was,  if  anything,  more  strenuously  de- 
fended b?  thoie  who  rather  had  lands 
than  funds,  and  whose  enmity,  he  grieved 
to  say,  as  well  as  that  of  persons  who  bad 
neither  land  nor  funds,  nor  property  of 
any  kind,  was  directed  against  the  funds. 
Men  who  argued  after  this  fashion,  were 
ignorant — utterW  ignorant,  not  only  of  all 
the  justice,  all  the  honour  of  public  deal- 
ings, but  utterly  ignorant  also  how  the 
class  was  composed  on  whom  they  de- 
sired to  throw  the  burden  of  taiation.  He 
remembered,  when  he  was  in  office  with  his 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Ripon)  ten  years  ago, 
that  it  became  necesury  for  them  to  in- 
quire as  to  the  situation  of  parties  in  re- 
ceipt of  dividends.  They  inquired  aa  to 
the  stock  warrants,  which,  aa  their  Lord- 
ships were  aware,  would  show  the  number 
of  separate  payments,  but  much  less  than 
the  number  of  individuals  interested  in 
tha  stock.  Wbat  was  the  result  of  the 
investigation  T  They  found,  that  there 
were  S80,000  warraBa»  and  many  of  these 
embraced  hundreds,  ha  might  say  even 
thousands  of  individuala,  for  they  refer- 
red to  stock,  the  dividends  on  which  were 
paid  to  iosuranoe  companies,  the  Bank  of 
England,  dook  companies,  railway  com- 
panies, and  other  public  bodies;  so  that 
if  he  said  that  300,000  was  the  number 
of  persons  who  received  dividends,  he 
should  probably  not  eiaggerata  the  num- 
ber by  a  single  unit.  Now,  bow  many 
out  of  this  number  received  dividends 
under  100/.  sterling  a-year?  Why,  there 
were  no  less  than  *240,000  who  received 
less  than  50/.  a-year,  and  there  were  only 
600  who  received  above  1,000/.  a-year; 
and  the  average  of  the  whole  300,000  was 
an  income  of  less  then  100/. :  so  that  a 
tai  on  the  fundholdera  alone,  the  throw- 
ing  upon  them  the  burden  of  an  impost 
which  was  not  thrown  upon  the  rest  of 
the  community,  would  not  only  be  mani- 
festly unjust,  foully  dishonest,  and  a  rob> 
liery  of  the  public  creditor,  but  would 
be  merciless  to  the  poorer  clasaes,  and 
would  cast  the  load  upon  thoae  who  were 
the  kast  able  to  bear  it.    But  then,  it  waa 


said,  property  should  be  taxed,  and  not 
income.  That  there  was  a  great  differenee 
between  the  capacity  of  property  and  of 
income  to  endure  such  a  burden,  do  ooa 
was  more  ready  to  admit  than  himself. 
The  proposition  was  one  he  had  always 
asserted,  and  it  would  on  the  present 
occasion  form  the  groundwork  of  hie 
principal  argument  against  a  measure 
framed  upon  the  plan  of  the  old  property- 
tax.  But  to  say,  that  income  should 
escape  altogether,  and  that  only  capital 
should  be  taxed,  was  one  of  the  greatest 
absurdities,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
unjust  propositions  possible.  Incomes 
might  be  named  merely  professional, 
to  exempt  which  altogether  would  be 
utterly  intolerable.  There  was  a  party, 
however,  which  went  much  further,  and 
asserted  the  doctrine  of  a  graduated  scale, 
arguing  that  the  same  rate  of  duty  ought 
not  to  be  levied  upon  all  amounts  of 
incoose.  To  these,  and  to  the  persons  who 
praise  an  income-tax  as  the  most  equal  of 
all  taxes,  might  alike  be  applied  the  ob- 
servation of  Montesquieu,  upon  the  Abb6 
Dubost*s  account  of  the  old  French 
monarchy.  That  his  theory  had  seduced 
a  number  of  persons,  because  it  took  for 
granted  the  matter  in  dispute,  allowed 
plausibilitiea  to  be  substituted  for  facta, 
mistook  suppositioDS  for  principles,  and 
drew  other  suppositions  as  eooseauanoea 
from  them.  This  waa  precisely  the  case 
with  thoee  who  supported  the  plan  of  a 
graduated  scale,  on  the  supposition  that 
under  its  operation  they  would  arrive  at 
something  like  justice  between  the  rich, 
the  moderately  rich,  and  the  poorer  classes. 
But  the  same  was  also  the  aceurate  descrip- 
tion of  that  doctrine  which  represented  an 
income-tax  as  an  equal  tax  ;  for  it  asaomed 
that  you  can  get  at  all  kinds  of  income 
with  equal  ease,  and  when  you  have  got 
at  thera,  it  supposed  that  all  could  equally 
bear  the  tax.  Certainly  never  was  there 
a  greater  mistake  than  this  supposition ; 
but  the  graduated  scale  u  the  worse  error 
of  the  two.  In  the  6rst  place,  bad  they 
any  right  to  throw  the  whole  of  the  taxes 
on  persons  with  large  incomes?  Why 
should  they  not  bear  their  just  proportion 
—a  proportion  equal  to  that  of  persons  in 
moderate  circumstances?  The  amount 
paid  by  the  latter  class  woukl  not  be  the 
same ;  it  would  be  much  leu,  and  in  what 
respect  leu?  Why,  in  respect  of  the 
proportion  of  tbeir  lesser  incomes  to  in- 
comes greater  in  ansooni.    Nothing  could 
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be  more  juit  and  fair  than  the  principle  of 
paying  according  to  luch  proportion,  and 
It  was  precisely  that  sort  of  justice  and 
fairness  which  those  persons  uid  they 
sought  who  argued  for  the  graduated 
scale.  They  argued  that  it  would  be 
manifestly  unjust  that  a  man  of  1,000/. 
a-ycar  should  pay  as  much  as  a  man  of 
10,000/.  a-year.  They  desired  that  each 
should  \ye  taied  according  to  his  means, 
and  s(>  fur  so  good ;  and  if  each  paid  a 
tenth,  or  a  thirtieth,  each  would  pay 
according  to  his  means.  Uut  this  was  not 
enough  for  them.  They  went  further,  and 
said,  that  instead  of  applying  a  tax  of  10 
per  cent,  upon  all  amounts-— (the  tax  now 
proposed  was  3  per  cent.,  but  10  per  cent. 
was  the  old  income-tax,  and  he  would 
refer  to  that  sum  for  the  purposes  of 
argument)^ they  said  that,  instead  of 
applying  10  per  cent,  to  incomes  of  all 
amounts,  1 0  per  cent,  ought  to  be  paid  by 
men  of  1 ,000/.  a-year,  *20  per  cent,  by 
those  of  *2,000/.  a-year,  30  |>er  cent,  by 
those  of  3,000/.  a-year,  and  so  on.  That 
was  their  proposition,  and  a  strange  one 
it  was,  for  it  led  at  once  to  a  conclusion 
which  utterly  and  for  ever  destroyed  the 
basis  of  justice  on  which  it  might  at  first 
sight  be  supposed  to  rest ;  for,  of  course, 
such  a  principle  would  cease  to  be  just 
unless  you  could  follow  out  the  propo- 
sition, and  go  to  the  whole  extent  as  far 
as  it  would  lead  you.  Now,  let  them  see 
to  what  this  graduated  scale  would  lead. 
The  rate  was  to  be  arranged  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  income ;  because  the 
reason  alleged  for  varying  the  rate,  was  in 
order  to  make  its  rite  keep  pace  with  the 
rise  of  income.  Very  welt :  let  them 
ini)uire  if  that  was  just,  but  also  if  that 
was  possible.  A  nan  with  1,000/.  a-year 
would  pay  1 0  per  cent.,  be  who  had  2,ii00/. 
a-ycar  would  pay  CO  per  cent.,  and  the 
man  wiih  .vKHV.  a-year  would  pay  50  per 


course,  he  wouM  pay  100  pereeoti  tnd 
his  wbolt  10,000/.  a-year  woaU  go. 
Observe,  there  was  no  escaping  from  Um 
conclusion.  They  must  not  try  to  getoaC 
of  it  by  saying,  "  Oh,  but  I  did  notiDtand 
to  say  that ;  I  never  contemplated  goiafc 
on  in  the  same  proportion  at  I  begao*  ** 
Such  arguments  as  that  would  be  wholly 
ineffective ;  for  go  on  in  what  proportioB 
they  might,  they  would  only  postpone  the 
evil  hour ;  they  would  only  pat  off  the 
time,  only  shift  the  point  at  which  they 
must  inevitably  arrive  at  last;  the  point 
at  which  the  absurdity  of  their  acheae 
became  too  glaring  to  bear  the  light.  Lei 
them  take  it  in  this  way.  Let  them  sap- 
pose  that  after  10  per  cenL  had  been 
levied  on  the  first  l,000/.»  3  per  ceaU 
additional  only  ahoald  be  impoaed  lor  Iha 
next  1,000/.,  3  per  cent  for  the  max 
1,000/.,  and  so  on  in  proportioa.  Thmk 
the  man  with  2,000/.  a*year  woald  pay  13 
per  cent.,  the  master  of  4,000/.  woold 
pay  19  per  cent.,  and  he  of  8,0001.  o-yasr 
would  pay  21  per  cent,  more  than  Cha 
man  of  1,000/.  a-year,  or  31  per 
all ;  and  so  on,  until  after  some 
ment  of  the  evil  point,  yoo  got  dp  ao 
incomes  of  30,000/.  a-year,  when  esaij 
farthing  of  that  amount  woald  go  ID  pay 
the  taxation ;  and  incomes  above  30,00011, 
as  50,000/.  or  100,000/.,  woaM  havw  lo 
pay  two  or  three  times  mora  than 
whole  amount.  That  was  the 
and  let  them  observe  that  its  gfoat 
mendation  was  said  t3  Im  its  jaatiee— dial 
it  would  tax  all  persons  aoooidinf  lo  dbcar 
means;  not  making  the  onMaat  oseea  if 
the  income  were  greater,  or  le«  if  it  wove 
smaller— that  was  not  objected  to;  baltns- 
ing  the  larger  amount  also  at  a  lar|er  toaa, 
for  no  other  reason  than  beeaaae  it 
larger  amount.  Every  one  must 
absurdity  of  such  a  plropositioo, 
came  to  be  considered.     Every 


cent.,  there  being  no  p(H$ible  reason  for  |  see  that  the  only  pretence  on 

not  mskini;  him  pay  at  a  higher  rate  than  ;  could  rest  was,  that  the  meoeare  of  dm 


the  man  of  •.Ov>«W..  which  would  not  hold 

good  again>t  making:  the  man  of  2,0OiU. 

\vky   at  a  higher   rate  than   the   man   of 

1aVK>i.     Then  was  the  man  of  10.0<^<V. 

ti>  t>e  excluded  from  paying  in  proportion  ? 

Why  should  he  *     lie  was  the  richer  man, 

he   was  the  tetter  able  to  pay  at  a  higher 

rate:  he   vas   the   greater  criminal,  and    There  could  be  only  one 

the  titter  to  be  punu^  cd  ;  he  va*  the  more    reason  wa»,  becaose  they  ooald  naC 

(rmpttni:  prvy,  and  iru*  rather  to  Ih;  hunted    it  to   its  consequences  withoat 

Ji>«in'.  let  them,  iherelorv,  app!^  the  tax    its  folly — becaose  the  whole 

to  him  as  well  as  to  the  test.     Then,  of  |  easily  cxpoeed  as  a  gniaa  and 


income  should  fix  the  rate  to  be  i 
If  they  gave  up  that  principle  in  ita 
extent  they  abandoned  their  oigai 
together ;  and  if  they  said,  **Wado 
carry  the  principle  to  the  extreme,*  ' 
he  would  a*k  why  they  stopped  ahor 
did  not  pursue  their  theory  to  ia 
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abturdiiy.  But  he  most  be  permitted  to 
lay,  that  in  conducting  the  argument,  he 
would  not  allow  of  any  Hinchtng  on  thii 
subject.  When  a  man  laid  down  a  prin- 
ciple, he  would  insitt  upon  his  following 
it  to  its  consequences,  and  would  not  ad- 
mit  of  his  stopping  to  pick  and  choose 
with  regard  to  it.  They  might  as  well 
allow  a  man,  whose  reasoning  they  had 
shown  to  be  false,  by  ahowmg  the  absurd 
consequences  to  which  it  led,  to  say, 
"  Oh,  1  did  not  mean  to  arrive  at  that 
conclusion.  I  did  not  intend  to  go  the 
length  of  asserting  that  two  and  two  make 
five.*'  No— very  likely  you  did  not ;  but 
you  said  that  which  by  logical  deduction 
from  it  led  to  the  consequence  that  two 
and  two  are  equal  to  five,  and  therefore 
you  are  proved  to  have  said  that  which 
cannot  be  true.  But,  let  him  ask,  was 
the  mode  of  taxation  he  had  spoken  of 
adopted  in  aiiv  other  part  of  their  financial 
system?  Did  they  make  people  under 
their  own  schemes  of  taxation,  pay  more 
because  they  were  richer  ?  The  principle, 
as  he  understood  it,  was  entirely  opposed 
to  this.  The  svstem  of  their  taxation  was 
that  the  people,  whether  rich  or  poor, 
should  all  pey  according  to  the  same  rate, 
not  indeed  the  same  amount,  but  the  same 
rate  in  proportion  to  their  means.  But 
those  who  maintained  the  graduated  scale 
differed  in  the  widest  degree  from  this 

f>rinciple.  They  meant  neither  more  nor 
ess  than  that  all  taxes  should  be  raised 
from  a  part  of  the  community,  and  not 
from  the  community  at  large;  whilst  it 
was  the  principle  of  the  existing  taxation 
and  of  every  sound  financial  system,  that 
all  classes  should  bear  the  burden,  each 
according  to  his  means,  each  according  to 
his  ability.  The  vast  amount,  nearer 
forty  than  thirty  millions,  levied  on  com- 
modities, is  all  paid  by  the  rich  and  the 
poor  in  the  same  proportion,  the  rich 
paying  a  much  greater  amount  no  doubt, 
as  they  ought,  but  paying  at  the  same 
rate.  All  income  then,  if  any  is  to  be 
taxed,  ought  to  pay  the  same  rate,  until 
you  reach  so  low  an  income  that  the  tax 
would  fall  upon  necessaries — until  yon 
reach  very  small  incomes;  for  any  tax 
which  would  fall  upon  the  poor  and  la« 
bouring  classes — a  tax  upon  necessaries, 
was  contrary  to  every  principle  both  of 
justice  and  of  sound  policy.  Perhaps,  he 
hardly  bad  a  right,  speaking  as  he  did  in 
the  presence  of  their  lordships,  to  talk  of 
the  universality  of  this  principle.  When 
VOLLXK    iSH] 


he  spoke  of  it  as  the  result  of  all  ex- 
perience—as the  deduction  from  all 
reasoning — that  a  tax  upon  the  necessaries 
of  life  was  contrary  to  every  rule  of  justice, 
and  a  gross  absurdity;  he  ought  to  state 
that  there  was  one  exception,  a  tax  upon 
a  commodity  that  should  be  nameless,  but 
with  that  exception,  at  least,  taxing  ne- 
cessaries was  a  sin  against  the  first  prin- 
ciples both  of  justice  and  of  sound  policy. 
Now,  there  being  no  doubt  that  the  tax 
was  to  affect  all  incomes  except  the  lowest 
— those  who  could  not  pay— and  that  it 
must  be  levied  in  this  way — let  us  see 
what  the  inevitable  consequences  of  such 
a  tax  must  be,  and  how  deeply  interested 
the  community  were  in  resolving  to  shake 
themselves  loose  from  it  at  the  earliest 
pouible  period,  and  how  much  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government,  if  possible,  to 
modify  the  tax  so  as  to  vary  its  weight, 
not  indeed  according  to  the  amount  of  the 
income,  but  according  to  the  kind  of  in- 
come. He  took  the  liberty  of  observing 
before,  that  many  of  those  who  were  en- 
amoured of  this  tax,  formed  their  predi- 
lection upon  the  supposed  fairness  of  it. 
They  began  by  assuming  that  they  could 
lax  all  income  equally.  A  supposition 
was  next  made,  and  from  that  suppositioa 
an  inference  was  drawn  as  fanciful  and  as 
hypothetical  as  the  other ;  for  they  uid 
that,  having  got  a  means  of  obtaining  the 
income  of  individuals,  and  having  levied  a 
certain  fixed  rate  for  all  incomes,  they  had 
got  an  equally  distributed  tax,  and  that  all 
individuals  would  pay  according  to  their 
power,  and  all  classes  according  to  their 
means  and  ability.  He  believed  that 
there  was  no  greater  fallacy  than  this  in 
the  world  ;  he  believed  it  was  an  absolutely 
fallacious  assumption ;  a  fanciful  suppo- 
sition from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and 
contrary  to  all  experience;  that  the  ex- 
perience of  all  former  property-taxes  con- 
tradicted it ;  and  it  was  most  necessary  to 
keep  this  fact  in  view,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  continuance  of  this  most  hateful  tax- 
hateful  to  every  part  of  the  community  at 
all  limes — in  oraer  to  keep  the  eyes  of  the 
community  wide  open  to  its  nature, 
that  they  might  not  allow  it  to  survive 
a  year,  a  day,  an  hour,  beyond  the  ne- 
cessity in  which  the  Government  were 
placed  of  imposing  it.  Now,  if  he  were 
to  be  told  that  he  might  wait  till  the 
measure  was  framed,  and  till,  being  framed 
and  digested,  a  bill  should  be  passed 
through  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
2B 


739       Income^iax'^  FimHee 


{LORDS} 


f(f  ihe  Cotmirjfn 


T4I 


and  brought  op  to  their  Lordships,  his 
answer  was  this— that  it  would  be  too 
Isle  Those  uho  were  against  any  such 
iHi  at  all,  and  who  saw  no  neces»ity  in 
the  present  state  of  our  finances  lo  retort 
to  such  an  expedient — they  mi^ht  very 
consistently  say,  "Wait  till  the  bill  conies 
heie."  But  his  (Lord  Brougham's)  belief 
was,  ihat  the  Government  was  driven  to 
it;  that  there  were  no  means  of  avoiding 
it ;  that  the  very  existence  of  the  country 
required  the  filling  up  the  lamentabU^ 
deficiency  in  our  revenue;  and,  let  the 
bill  come  up  to  their  Lordships  in  ever  so 
objectionable  a  shape,  they  must  reject  it 
or  accept  it  as  it  was;  they  could  not  dare 
to  make  any  alteration  in  it;  they  mit^ht 
not  vary  a  single  clause,  or  it  would  be 
ihrown  out  by  the  other  House.  Now, 
there  was  one  point  to  which  he  wished 
particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  hit 
noble  and  learned  Friend  on  the  Wool- 
sack (Lord  Lyndhust).  If  an  income-tax 
bill  came  from  the  other  Hou^e,  and  the 
bill  was  framed  upon  any  thing  like  the 
same  model  with  the  former  income-tax 
bill,  it  would  not  only  contain  a  threat 
many  money  clauses,  but  a  great  many 
provisions  of  another  description,  not 
affecting  the  pecuniary  interests,  but  the 
most  important  rights  of  her  Majesty's 
subjects.  The  whole  machinery  of  the 
tax  —  the  establishment  of  boards — the 
powers  of  the  commissioners — the  right  of 
appeal,*-all  the  judicial  or  ryuasi -judicial 
parts  of  the  act — all  these  wrrc  parcel  of 
thai  measure;  and  in  all  the  correspond- 
ing parts  of  the  present  bill,  their  Lord- 
ships would  be  incapable  of  introducing 
any  amendment,  unless  they  cho»c  to 
reject  the  bill  altogether.  In  fdct.  their 
Ix>rdships  would  be  so  situated  that  they 
could  not  exercise  their  judgment  upon 
matters  peculiarly  suited  to  their  own 
functions,  because  these  matters  were 
mixed  up  with  that  which  was  exclusively 
within  the  cognisance,  or  in  praciico  was 
claimed  as  exclusively  within  the  co;;ni- 
sancc.  of  ilie  other  lIous4* ;  ami  thiu  tht-ir 
Lordships  could  not  prevent  any  dfail 
of  judiciil  arran;;ements  from  passing  )ust 
as  the  Commons  had  framed  it,  unless 
they  wholly  rejected  the  bill.  And  what 
would  bt*  the  cons€(|uence  of  doiuf;  sur 
The  public  service  ret{Uired  an  ifnme<hjtv 
supply  ;  however  objertionahU*  any  cUuse 
might  be.  and  however  contrary  to  jnsiu'e 
as  well  as  to  law —though  it  might  con. 
travene  all  right  and  all  Uw^  however 


bad  it  might  be,  let  them  alter  it  at  tbeir 
peril,  or  amend  aoy  one  blunder  in  any 
one  word  of  the  claose,  however  glarinf— 
at  their  peril  let  them  touch  it.  Why} 
Public  credit  was  at  stake,  and  delay 
might  be  fatal  to,  he  did  not  kaow  how 
many  important  interests.  Then  be  did 
entreat  the  attention  of  their  Lordahipa  to 
this  subject,  and  especially  that  of  hb 
noble  and  learned  Friend  on  the  Wool- 
sack, who  must  be  fully  awaia  of  Iho 
necessity  of  some  precaution  in  thaae 
respects.  Why  could  not  ihe  bill  be  di- 
vided into?  Why  not  make  one  bill  tho 
money  bill,  and  make  the  other  conaiat 
of  the  provisions  not  within  the  eicloaiwt 
privileges  real  or  supposed  of  Um  Com* 
mons  House?  It  would  not  be  iaeooaia- 
tent  with  the  privileges  of  thai  Howaa, 
and  would  not  be  a  deviation  froai  att 
purpose,  to  frame  two  bills,  and  send  one  ap 
to  their  lordships  as  a  money-bill,  and  IM 
other  as  a  bill  with  which  they  could  deal* 
llu  saw  no  objection  to  that  couraUt  awd 
he  was  satisfied  that  it  would  be  attaodad 
with  advantage,  lie  wished  to  iliaak 
with  all  possible  respect  of  the  pritiiapa 
of  the  other  House,  but  he  wished  togiua 
some  answer  to  those  who  said,  **8oo 
what  clauses  come  up  to  us  fraai  IIm 
Comiuons  1  See  what  mistakes  are  mada  I 
How  could  such  a  clause  ever  find  ita  way 
into  such  a  bill  ?"  He  was  diipeaad  10 
scive  the  same  answer  as  that  ipata  hj 
Lord  Liverpool  to  Lord  GrenvUla.  vlio 
once  observed,  from  the  votes  of  tba  oihoff 
House,  that  strange  absurdities  bad  foaad 
their  way  into  bills  then  in  progress  tbroa(h 
the  Commons.  Lord  Liverpool  did  aoi 
at  all  object  to  this  interference  of  Lotd 
Grenville  with  a  measure  pending  alaa- 
where  ;  but  he  gave  for  answer,  ibai  ihaaa 
had  been  so  great  a  pressure  of  businaaa 
ill  the  other  House,  referring  to  tha  ia* 
quiry  going  on  into  the  conduct  of  IIm 
commander-in-chief,  in  1809,  thai  tha 
Commons  had  not  been  able  to  antaia 
the  measures  which  they  were  obligad  lo 
send  up,  from  the  exigencies  of  tba  pahlia 
service.  That  was  the  answer  he  (Uwd 
Hroiieham)  should  give  to  those  who 
jecttd  to  many  of  the  bills  wbicb 
from  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
furnished,  however,  the  strongest  I 
for  this  House  severely  revising  I 
bills,  and  he  had  shown  how  it  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  revising 
parts  of  the  Income-tax-bill  which 
couuected  with  mooay.     Bat 
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rtfird  to  those  which  were  money  clautet, 
and  in  respect  to  which  no  such  arrtnge- 
ment  could  be  made — another  course  was 
necessary ;  their  Lordships  having  no  meant 
of  altering  those  clauses,  were  now  called 
on   to  consider   iheir  principle;   and  he 
said,  it  was  a  very  great  fallacy  to  sup- 
pose there  was  any  uniforroity  in  the  same 
rate,  applying  to  all  incomes,  where  they 
were  of  the  same  amount  but  of  different 
descriptions.     "  You  say,**  continued  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  **  you  impose  an 
uniform  tax ;  and  you  take  3  per  cent.,  or 
10  per  cent,  from  the  landlord,  and  the 
same  from  the  tenant,  and  vou  estimate 
the  pro6ts  of  the  tenant ;  and  how  do  you 
estimate  his  net  profits  ?  If  the  framework 
of  this  measure  is  to  be  like  that  of  the 
former  Income-tax,  which  yielded,  in  ldl5, 
a  grou  sum  of  16,600,000/. --if,  on  the 
ground   of   its  success,  this  measure   is 
likely  to  be  framed  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple^see   the    great  inequality  of   that 
scheme.    The  tenant's  income  was  taken 
at  a  certain  proportion  of  the  rent ;  it  was 
assumed   that   the   tenant's  profits   were 
equal  to  three-fourths  of  the  rent  he  psid 
to  his  landlord,  the  Scotch  tenant  one- 
half,  and  the  English  tenant  three- fourths. 
I  assume  that  you  do  not  mean  to  raise 
the  Scotch  tenant  to  three  quarters,  (which 
you  would  find  it  somewhat  difficult  to 
do,)  but  that  you  will  lower  the  English  to 
one-half,  taking  the  tenant's  profits  every- 
where at  one  half  his  rent.     But  does  it 
follow  thst  a  tenant  in  all  cases  makes  a 
profit  equal  to  half  his  rent  ?  Does  every 
tenant  who  pays  a  rent  of  1,000/.  realize  a 
profit  of  500/.?    Does  every  tenant  who 
pays  a  rent  of  600/.  gain  a  clear  profit  of 
300/.  ?    I  will  undertake  to  say  it  is  not 
so ;  and  indeed  wherever  land  is  let  low 
the  tenant's  gains  are  the  greater.     You 
are  in  search  of  profits — you  admit  you 
do  not  intend  to  tax  land,  but  only  the 
profits  arising  from  the  land ;  but  whilst 
jfou  think  you  are  taxing  profit,  you  are 
in  reality  taxing  capital.     Suppose  money 
laid  out  in  improvements  on  a  farm — that 
a  high  rent  is  obtained  from  the  tenant, 
and  that  he  gets  high  profits ;  if  he  has 
improved  during  his  lease,  you  take  his 
income,  not  as  his  real  profits,  but  accord- 
ing lo  his  rent ;  and  so  far  there  may  bo 
no  harm  done.      But  suppose  a  party 
fsrms  his  own  land,  and  invests  money  in 
improvements,  so  much  this  year,  which  is 
vested  in  the  land,  so  much  next  year, 
and  1  will  say  he  stops  these;  the  two 


years*  expenditure  comes  from  his  capital, 
and  is  invested  in  improvements.  On  what 
sp^ulation  ?  In  hopes  of  reaping  a  benefit 
from  it  at  some  time  to  come.     Upon  this 
principle  he  laid  out  his  capital,  receiving 
for  the  present  no  profit,  no  income  at  all, 
in  order  that  in  some  few  years  the  profits 
from  his  land  should  be  increased,  either 
by  obtaining  a  greater  emolument,  if  he 
retained  it  in  his  own  hands,  or,  if  he  let 
it,  by  receiving  a  larger  rent.     But  the 
tax-gatherer  steps  in  between  the  outlay 
and  the  return,  and  says,  "  Oh,  this  is  not 
invested  capital,  but  income  and  profits, 
and   I  tax  it  as  profits."    Now,  is  that 
f<iir?    Is  that  taxing  income?    No;  it  it 
taxing  expenditure  and  capital ;  you  grasp 
at   profits,  but  you   seize  capital ;   you 
afifect  to  take  interest,  but  you  lay  hold  of 
principal :  you  snatch  at  the  fruit  to  pluck 
it,  but  you  tear  away  the  branches  and 
wound  the  stem  of  the  tree  i  you  say  you 
only  want  to  tax  income,  and  you  tax  ex- 
penditure.    I  take  an  example  from  the 
farmer,    but  the  same  principle  applies 
to  trade,  and  perhaps  more  strongly.  Sup- 
pose a  manufacturer  has  erected  a  mill,  or 
an  iron  master  has  built  furnaces,  at  a 
large  expense,  say  7,000/. ;    he  did  this 
not  to  sink  the  rooDev  for  an  annuity ;  it 
was  capital  expended  in  trade  to  be  re- 
turned with  a  profit.    But  in  what  shape 
returned  ?  In  the  shape  of  income,  not  at 
4  or  5  per  cent.,  that  was  not  the  rate  of 
interest  for  which  his  money  was  laid  out, 
but  to  return  10,  15,  or  20  per  cent.,  that 
he  might  in  a  few  years  be  able  to  replace 
with  a  profit  the  capital  he  had  expended ; 
and  yet,  though  tnis  is  capital  invested, 
and  no  return  is  really  made  by  income, 
except  as  to  the  profits,  the  whole,  capital, 
profits,  and  all,  is  brought  within  the  In- 
come-tax and  made  to  pay,  as  if  it  were 
landed    estate   or    an    established   trade 
transmitted  from  father  to  son,  in  which 
there  had  been  no  outlay  except  the  ordi- 
nary expense  of  repairs  or  of  the  wear  and 
tear.     If  these   are  hard  cases  with  re- 
ference to  the  farmer  and  the  trader,  the 
case  is  still  harder  of  the  life  annuitant. 
You  tax  the  life  annuitant  as  if  he  were  a 
capitalist,  and  yet  he  has  no  power  to  alter 
his  investment,  or  to  break  in  upon  his 
principal,  or  to  provide  for  a  family,  or  to 
meet  an  unforeseen  expense,  and  is  com- 
pelled to  subsist  upon  a  certain  annual  in- 
come.    I  know  that  there  are  great  diffi- 
culties  in  dealing  with  particular  cases, 
from  the  endlese  variety  of  cireamstMicea; 
aB2 
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but  this  it  only  t  reason  against  the  tax, 
and  no  reason  for  not  makings  it  as  bear- 
able (IS  such  an  impost  can  by  any  con- 
trivance  be  rendered.     One  man  has  an 
estate  in  fee  simple  of  5,000/.  a  year,  with 
power  to  provide  for  children,  and  (o  deal 
as  he  pleases  with  it;  he  expends  what 
he  pleasps,  he  has  the  fee  simple  of  the 
land.     Another  is  only  tenant  for  life,  ihe 
estate  bcin<;  tied  up  in  strict  settlement, 
without  any  power  beyond  his  own  incuin-  i 
bency  to  the  extent  of  a  shilling;  and  yet 
the  income-tax  of  ISLO  (the  last  tai)  held 
both  liable  to  an  equal  amount  of  tax,  giv- 
ing no  abatement  to  the  mere  tenant  fur 
life,  who  was  without  the  power  of  in- 
cumbering  the  estate  one   farthing.      I 
cannot  help   thinking   that    tome    more 
equitable  course  might  be  taken  in  such 
cases.     But  if  the  obsenration  applies  to 
estates  for  life,  as  compared  with  estates 
in  fee  simple,  how  much  more  powerfully 
does  it  apply  to  another  case — that  of  the 
professional  man  ?    I  can  conceive  nothing 
more  deplorable  than  the  situation  of  a 
professional  person  whose  income  is  re- 
duced by  the  weight  of  this  tax — a  tax 
to   which  he  cannot,  if  honest,    escape 
—a  tax  which  no  honourable  man  would 
endeavour  to  escape  —  a  tax  which   it 
may  be  utterly  impossible  for  many  auch 
persons  to  pay  without  reducing  them  to 
a  state  of  embarrassment  truly  painful  to 
contemplate.     Having  no  capital  to  sup- 
port  them  in  case  of  emergency,   their 
whole  subsistence,   and  that  of  their  fa- 
mily, and  the  chance  of  a  provision   for 
that  family,  depending  upon  their  personal 
exertions;  where  illness,  weakness,  altere  i 
circumstances  (without  any  fault  aye  or 
any  failure  of  their  own)  may  concur  tn 
overwhelm  them ;  with   none  of  the  re- 
sources of  capitalists,  and  with  no  menrm 
of  borrowin*;  money  to  help  out  the  <ii. 
minislicd  income ;  and  exposed  to  all  the 
hazards  which  beset  protessions^I  Uy  on 
one    side,   and    set  tiff  in  favour  of  the 
trad«'r,  and   as   against   the   profLS<ion.il 
nun,  the  chances  of  a  profession — of  my 
own  profession,  or  the  medical  profession, 
in  which  success  depends,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, upon   the  |»arty's  own  cxfrtions — I 
sut  off  ill  favour  of  the  trader  those  ri«»ks 
to  which    he   is    exposed    against    those 
chances  which  beset  the  path  of  t*iC  pro- 
fossionat  man ;  a;:ainst  the   variations  in 
the  i:ale   of  popuUr  favour,    wiienrt*  thr 
frei|ueiit  client  no  longer  bosu-ges  tin-  dnor 
at   early  dawn,  1  set  off  the  winds  that 


buffet  the  trader's  vettel;  lot  all  Umm 
hazards  be  equal  to  both  claiset ;  but  eiill 
the  lawyer,  the  physician^  the  dit iae*  IIm 
literary  man,  hate  serious  risks,  and  many 
difficulties  of  which  the  capitaliat  knove 
nothing.  The  professional  man,  to  liv«, 
must  continue  in  health  and  strenglh  :— 
a  weakened  mind  and  exhausted  tpirita ; 
— a  debilitated  frame,  worn  out  by  meotnl 
labour;— disease  and  premature  decay 
suspending  his  powers  and  culling  ihort 
his  life,  after  reducing  him  to  niieryi 
leave  his  family  to  perish, 

^  Optima  <)ua?4iie  dies  miwris  mortallbus  avi 
Prima  fuKit :  RubeuDt  morbi,  Irisiitqne  seneetas : 
Et  lalMir,  ft  dura*  rapit  inclementia  Bortia."* 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  proceodedl 
to  say,  that  he  hoped  and  trusted  ioiM 
attention  would  be  paid  to  the  peealiur 
situation  of  professional  men,  before  the 
decree  went  forth  that  they  should  bu 
taxed  at  the  same  rate  to  which  those  who 
derived  profit  from  the  land,  the  foods. 
and  trade,  were  about  (he  must  say Jmlly, 
if  unavoidably)  to  be  subjected.    If  other 
incomes  were  subjected  to  4  per  cenL,  aad 
those  of   profeuions,  clergymen,  phyii* 
cians,  lawyers,    and  literary  men, 
taxed  at  2  per  cent ,  he  thought  the 
sessors  of   those    higher-taxed    ino 
would  have  no  reason  to  complain.    Bot 
it  did  not  appear  necessary  to  increase  Iho 
rate  on   income  derived  from  property ; 
keep  it  at  3  per  cent,  and  lower  the  ralo 
to   2  upon  professions!    income,  aod  bo 
thought  there  would  be  still  enough  to 
supply  the  deficiency.     It  was  dangerom 
to  speculate  upon  subjects  of  finsnce,  h«t 
he  believed  that  the  probable  amount  of 
this  tax  had  been  greatly  underrated.    Ho 
believed  that  the  tax  would  yield  a  largor 
sum  than  had  been  calculated ;  and  though 
the  more  this  tax  yielded  the  greater  VM 
the  abhorrence  with  which  he  viewed  it, 
he    derived  one  consolation    from  coo* 
sidering  that    the   amount  would  be  to 
much  greater ;  for  the  more  productive  it 
was,  the  sooner  would  the  hard  and  erool 
mressity  of  imptising  it  be  at  an  end.  Tho 
leason  why  he  thought  the  amount  of  tho 
lax  had  l>een  un.lerrated  was,  that  it  had 
increased  very  much  during  the  last  tomt 
or  Hve  years  of  its  former  existence.     lo 
the  time  of  Mr.  Pill,  the  income  tsa  liroso 
1 7«»S  to  1 80*2  averaged  r>,5O0fiQ0L  a-; 
[Lord  Hexlef  here  observed  that  il  ~ 
at  4.1'Hi,0(M)/.l     Then  it  never 
.0.500,000/.      There    had    been  a 
change  in  the  frame  of  the  aseasurt 
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Lord  Sidmouth  became  finance  minister, 
and  be  thought  it  impossible  to  give  to 
that  nobleman  greater  praise  than  he  de- 
aerred,  for  the  ability,  boldness,  and  ex- 
traordinary vigour  of  the  measures  with 
which  he  met  the  financial  difficulties  of 
the  time  when  he  was  called  to  act.  Among 
oiher  things,  he  had  made  the  income-tax 
eflfectual ;  in  one  aen^e  more  intolerable, 
and  therefore  the  more  clearly  to  be  suf- 
fered only  during  the  war  ,  but  in  another 
respect  less  grievous^  because  more  equally 
levied  and  less  easily  evaded.  The  prin- 
ciple was  to  make  those  pay  who  had  no 
interest  in  concealing  the  income,  and 
leave  them  to  deduct  the  tax  from  the 
owner  of  the  income.  Thus  the  tax  was 
laid  on  tenants,  and  their  rents  might  be 
got  at;  and  they  were  allowed  to  charge 
their  landlord ;  the  debtor  was  made  to 
pay,  and  to  deduct  the  payment  from  his 
creditor,  whom  he  had  no  interest,  proba- 
bly no  iDclinatioD  to  screen.  Generally 
speaking,  that  was  the  principle  of  the 
act.  What  was  the  consequence  of  this 
ingenioaa  contrivance  of  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Bexley)  and  Lord  Sid- 
mouth ?  The  tai  soon  rose  to  10,000,000/.; 
it  had  got  to  12,500,000/.  about  1810, 
and  in  the  next  five  years  the  gross  pro- 
duce rose  to  16,500,000/.  But  he  thought 
the  tax  would  now  exceed  the  estimate 
from  the  produce  under  the  three  sche- 
dules, A,  B,  and  D,  including  landlords, 
tenants,  trades  and  professions ;  for  in 
those  schedules  their  Lordships  would  find 
that  the  amount  increased  m  the  seven 
years  from  1807  to  1814  no  less  than 
3,500,000/.  Making  an  altowance  for  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency,  there  was  an 
improvement  of  3,000,000/.  in  seven  years, 
and  about  1,500,000/.  in  the  last  three 
years.  For  some  years  the  tax  on  trades 
and  professions  had  not  increased  materi- 
ally, only  7000/.  between  1810  and  1813; 
but  ihb  was  owing  to  the  commercial  dis- 
tress; and  in  1814,  there  was  an  increase 
of  upwards  of  400,000/.,  being  very  nearly 
the  same  in  amount  as  the  increase  upon 
the  taxes  lened  on  landlords  and  tenants, 
and  much  greater  in  proportion.  Trade 
had  then  resumed  its  activity;  and,  if 
they  fo«nd  that  there  was  this  constant 
increase  not  only  in  the  income  tax  levied 
upon  land,  but  also  upon  trade,  it  followed 
or  necessity  that  after  ihe  termination  of 
the  war  there  must  have  been  some  in- 
crease at  least  going  on  in  the  taxable  in- 
eoam  of  the  country.    Allowing  all  the 


improvements  in  agriculture  since  the  war 
to  go  for  nothing,  allowing  that  all  the 
new  land  brought  into  cultivation  could 
only  be  set  on  against  the  lowering  of 
rents  in  other  parts  of  England,  theu  you 
would  still  have  to  calculate  upon  an  in- 
crease in  the  taxable  income  derived  from 
trade,  manufactures,  and  commerce  in  all 
its  branches,  and  that  increase  must  of 
necessity  be  very  considerable.  Recollect 
that  during  that  time  25,000,000/.  of  war- 
taxes  were  given  up,  and  that  the  increase 
lo  which  he  adverted  had  taken  place 
while  you  were  raising  that  large  amount 
of  war-taxes.  Notwithstanding  this  enorm- 
ous capital  withdrawn  from  employment, 
and  notwithstanding  the  lavish  expendi- 
ture of  the  war,  the  income  of  the  country 
had  gone  on  increasing.  It  was,  there- 
fore, certain  that  upon  the  remission  of 
those  taxes  there  must  have  been  a  consi- 
derable addition  made  to  the  taxable  in- 
come of  the  country.  For  his  purpose  it 
was  not  necessary  to  show  an  enormous 
increase.  It  was  only  necessary  for  him 
to  show  such  an  increase  as  would  relieve 
tenants  from  a  portion  of  their  share  of  an 
Income-tax,  the  owners  of  life  estates,  and 
the  professions,  from  a  portion  of  their 
share.  It  was  only  necessaij  for  him  tm 
show  so  great  an  increase  of  taxable  in- 
come, as  would  raise  your  estimate  of  tha 
amount  to  be  derived  from  a  3  per  cent, 
tax,  enough  to  enable  you  to  spare  a  little 
the  farmer  and  the  professions,  whether 
lawyer,  physician,  divine,  or  literary  man. 
He  hoped  and  trusted  their  Lordship 
would  be  of  opinion  that  he  had  made  out 
a  sufficient  case,  in  the  fint  place,  to 
stamp  upon  their  minds,  and,  if  he  could 
prevail  upon  their  Lordships  to  record 
upon  their  journals,  the  fixed  determina- 
tion that  an  Income-tax,  if  by  necessity  it 
must  now  be  imposed,  should  not  survive 
that  necessity  by  the  fraction  of  a  year ; 
and  in  the  next  place,  that  any  Income- 
tax  to  be  so  imposed,  though  it  could  con- 
tain no  variation  of  rate  as  between  one 
amount  of  income  and  another,  should  yet 
contain  a  just  and  reasonable  variation  of 
rate  as  between  one  kind  of  income  and 
another.  He  had  not  as  yet  said  a  word 
upon  that  part  of  an  Income-tax  which, 
after  ail,  was  at  once  the  most  hateful  and 
the  most  difficult  to  avoid — he  meant  its 
inquisitorial  character.  As  if  it  were  the 
fate  of  this  tax,  in  all  its  operations,  to 
fall  most  unequally  upon  different  persons 
and  difierent  apeciet  of  property  in  differ- 
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ent  claiiet  of  the  community,  intlead  of 
being;  recommended,  as  it  was  most  vainly 
and  thoughtlessly  said  to  be,  by  its  great 
equality ;  as  if  it  irere  the  fate  of  this  tax 
to  fall  unequally  in  all  its  pressure,  so  in 
this,  the  worst  part  of  its  pressure,  its  in- 
quisitorial action,  it  fell  most  unequally 
upon  different  classes.  What  was  it  to 
the  fuodholder  to  let  the  extent  of  his 
income  be  known,  a  thing  which  of  ne- 
cessity must  be  known  to  all  mankind  ? 
What  was  it  to  the  person  in  a  public 
office,  whose  income  was  as  well  known 
as  the  name  of  the  office  itself?  Compar- 
ed with  the  trader  and  the  professional 
man,  what  was  it  to  the  landowner?  Most 
men's  incomes  in  the  country  were  pretty 
well  known  through  their  tenants,  though 
their  debts  were  less  known ;  and  it 
might  be  that  the  landowner  was  suffici- 
ently punished  by  having  his  incumbrances 
inquired  into.  Still,  what  was  it?  It  was 
a  great  inconvenience.  But  what  proved 
only  an  inconvenience  to  him,  might  be 
absolute  ruin  to  the  trader.  It  was  not  a 
matter  of  morbid  sensibility,  of  wounded 
vanity  or  pride,  or  what  you  will,  that 
made  the  trader  averse  to  have  any  one 
prying  into  his  concerns.  To  him,  it 
might  be  a  matter  of  life  or  death  to  have 
it  known*  in  what  circumstances  he  was 
placed.  The  consequence  was  this,  that 
hu  was  fain  sometimes  to  pay  upon  a 
much  larger  income  than  he  really  pos- 
sessed. He  gave  in  his  account  sink- 
ing his  losses,  which,  if  he  disclosed, 
the  next  year  might  see  his  name  in 
the  "  Gazette.**  It  was  said,  that  these 
things  were  told  to  honourable  persons, 
that  they  were  not  made  public,  that 
they  were  brought  before  a  board,  and 
that  it  was  commissioners  only  to  whom 
they  were  revealed.  But,  then,  they 
were  commissioners  not  of  the  trader's 
own  chousing,  and  they  might  tie  of  all 
the  community  just  the  very  individuals 
from  whom  he  would  ratlier  conceal  the 
exact  stale  of  bis  atiairs.  This  inqiii<iition, 
therefore,  only  added  to  the  horror  with 
which  an  Income-tax  must  l>e  rrtcurdcd** 
only  increased,  if  it  were  |>ossiblc  to  in- 
crease, the  repugnance  which  all  men 
must  t'tel  to  giving,  and  embittered,  if  it 
were  pi><sible  to  make*  more  bitter  thr 
pain,  with  which  every  man  must  give,  his 
consent,  as  a  matter  of  necr«>ity,  to  the 
imposition  of  such  a  lax.  It  also  madi* 
cledfly  and  Undeniably  necessary  thi* 
resolution  of  the  Goveromeot-— whether 


the  Government  resolved  or  no  he  cired 
not — but  the  resolution  of  the  PiarliaiMBl 
and  the  people  uf  this  country,  that  by 
one  hour  aAer  the  necessity  ahoald  hsft 
ceased,  so  odious  an  Impost  ihoahl  no 
longer  be  suffered  to  eodurt.  That  it 
should  light  u|ion  all  clasaea  which  ootid 
afford  to  pay  it ;  that  the  burden  ihooM  be 
borne  by  all  ranks  which  were  in  a  condilioa 
to  bear  it ;  every  one  mail  admit :  end  it 
was  his  unspeakable  gratificatioo  to  beee 
been  informed  that  these  sentiments  vote 
not  his  only,  or  their  Lordshipa'i  or  the 
sc.itiments  of  the  people  at  large,  bat  thnt 
the  wishts  of  the  people,  and  their  Lofd* 
ships'  wishes,  had  been  nobly  and  m» 
ciously  anticipated ;  and  that  kuig  bcmo 
the  time  arrived,  when  they  had  the 
opportunity  of  breathing  those  wishee,  m 
resolution  had  been  taken  that  the  bnides 
which  necessity  alone  could  justify 
Government  in  proposing,  and  Parlil 
in  laying,  should  be  borne  bv  the  hifheel 
as  well  as  by  the  humbler  claaaee  off  Iho 
community.  It  was  the  fiction-^lhe  do* 
corous  fiction — of  our  ConsiilutioOi  iImI 
for  the  discharge  of  all  painful  dniiae  Iho 
Ciown  had  responsible  advisen ;  but 
every  act  of  grace  and  favour 
from  the  monarch  himself.  On  this 
sion,  however,  he  spoke  not  the  fietkw  sf 
the  Constitution,  but  the  truth  of  tho 
fact,  when  he  said,  that  the  monarch  her^ 
self,  and  not  the  minister*  was  lo  bo 
thanked  for  this  act  of  grace.  He  hod 
detained  their  l/irdshipa,  he  ahooM,  oa 
any  other  occasion,  say,  a  moat  unrBMBB- 
able  time,  but  on  one  of  such  moaaeot  m 
the  pn'sent,  and  so  deeply  interteiinf  10 
the  whole  community,  be  cooM  hordlj 
sufier  even  his  respect  for  their  Lordebipe 
to  betray  him  into  asking  their  eicaM> 
Me  gratified  no  personal  feeling,  he  per* 
formed  an  irksome  office,  lie  yiehM  n« 
or  rather  he  suspended,  hie  implacnbU 
hostility  to  the  policy  of  an  Income  tew, 
only  because  he  felt  it  to  be  reqnired  bf 
the  pressing  necessities  of  the  cowntiy, 
lie  sought  no  party  favour,  for  he  hii 
slated  doctrines  on  the  one  hand  difleriaf 
from  those  of  his  noble  Frienda  oppoetoi 
and  on  the  other  hand,  doctrines  Co  wUah 
his  noble  Friends  near  him  proboUj 
would  not  accede.  He  courted  oo  (htoor 
out  of  doors,  for  be  set  hie  fhee  wSkm 
against  the  open  robberv  of  the  pftbth 
creditor,  and  the  disguised  confiacntmef 
a  graduated  scale.  He  had  diachei|eA 
bis  duty  u  a  Member  of  ParliaaMM  ii^ 


749 


liuami'tax^FiMaiici 


the  manner  tnd  it  the  Htaon 
flection  fl|>on  the  aubjcct,  and  i 
MientioD  to  the  whole  Hate  of  the  queilion, 
taufcht  him  la  beliere  were  the  hlte«t  to 
meet  the  esinncy  uf  the  occaiion  ;  and 
he  now  clotcJ  hi*  remarki  withetprcMing 
(hii  one  additional  regret,  he  mutt  call  it, 
for  the  tax  now  teemed  to  be  inevitable, 
that  what  ought  to  have  been  our  reiource 
in  war,  and  ought  10  have  been  reierved  for 
a  time  of  war,  iliould  unhappily,  from  dire 
necettJtj,  be  rewried  to  in  a  time  of  peace  ; 
allhoagh  ever  aince  1816  he  had  fondly 
hoped  othenviie,  with  hit  late  Friend  Mr. 
VVdberrorre,  who  upon  that  oecuion  pve 
a  aoand  and  a  memorable  advice. 

"  1^1  Ihii  lai,"Mii)he,"al«a]rt  be  wedded 
to  war,  Dot  onl*  that  tb«  paopie  majr  be 
relieved  rmm  tuch  a  burden  io  lime  of  peace, 
but  ilut  the  people  aad  that  humauiiy  majr 
have  leu  tiik  of  »ar;  when  thou  in  oboie 
hand*  the  waging  of  war,  or  the  keeping  of 
peace  may  be,  are  aware,  aod  when  ilie  people 
are  aware,  of  the  co«t  which  war  must  entail 
upon  them." 

But  be  might  have  added,  and  thii 
doubled  the  Teg;i«t  with  which  one  aaw 
■uch  a  magnificent  uationa)  retource  aa 
thia  pceaented  for  a  time  of  war  anticipated 
and  retorted  to  in  time  of  peace— he  might 
huve  added,  that  the  bare  knowledge  by 
the  real  of  the  world  that  we  bad  thia 
aplendid  retonrce  upon  which  to  retreat, 
that  we  might  levy,  u  we  did  before,  by 
war-taxea,  npwarJa  of  20,000,000/.  in 
one  year,  to  aupport  the  neceaailica  of  ike 
war— be  might  hare  added,  that  the  bare 
knowledge  of  that  fact  incalculably  in. 
creased,  and  to  a  certain  degree,  notwith- 
Manding  our  now  having  recourae  to  it 
partially,  it  mnat  atill  iitcreaae  the  weight, 
the  power,  and  the  influenceof  thia  country 
in  all  ita  negoliationt  and  all  it*  proceed- 
ing—an influence  which  it  might  poaaeas, 
which  it  ought  to  poaaeu,  and  which  he 
boped  il  ever  would  pooaea*,  aa  long  at 
the  moderation,  and  juaiice,  Ibe  concili- 
tlory  and  peaceful  apirit  in  which  it* 
immenaa  power  wa*  wielded  ehould  entitle 
it  to  the  poiienion,  but  not  one  initant 
longer;  aa  long  u  it  ncted  in  that  iptrit, 
aa  long  aa  iu  pawn  waa  wielded  with  a 
firm  band,  bnt  directed  by  a  joat  and  con- 
ciliatory apirit,  its  iafinence  would  never 
be  gmdged  by  nny,  became  ita  conduct 
wonid  be  respected  by  all.  Tbe  noble 
aitd  teamed  Lord  tbtto  Morcd  «  teriei  of 
reaolntionat  for  wbicfa,  aaa  eDie  608. 
TIn  Etf  1  of  J^mi  VMMtUallNifriMd , 
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hich  re.  i  that  hit  noble  and  learned  Friend  had  felt 
aniioai  j  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  under  ihe  conri- 
dcration  of  their  Lordshipe  in  the  maonet 
he  had  done  the  very  important  queetion 
which  they  might  hereafter  have  to  cooii- 
der  under  circumetancet  much  morr;  b- 
rourablo  to  ita  eooaideration  than  the  pre- 
acnt.  He  recollected  the  course  taken  by 
hia  noble  and  learned  Friei>d  in  the  year 
1816,  when  he  ancoeedrd  in  Inducing  the 
HouM  of  Common*  of  that  day  to  prevent 
the  continaance  of  the  Income-tax  after 
the  ceasation  of  the  wmr ;  and  although, 
spealting  of  that  tnniaction  in  a  mere  fi- 
nancial point  of  view,  be  might  retain  the 
belief,  that  the  auccess  of  hia   noble  and 


learned  Friend'*  cITorts,  to  a  certain  degree 
at  least,  contributed  to  aggravate  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  fiaancial  position  of  the  coun- 
try in  subsequent  years,  yet  he  could  not 
say,  that  his  nnhle  and  learned  Friend  waa 
not  juttiGcd  in  the  course  he  had  taken. 
He  quite  agreed  with  hit  noUe  Friend,  » 
to  the  neceaaity  of  reaerring  that  which  he 
had  truly  described  as  a  tptendid  resource 
fee  times  of  imminent  and  preasing  neces- 
sity, which  must  be  held  to  transcend  all 
other  considervtioni.  He  nvc  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  full  credit  for  the  mo- 
tives which  induced  hi m  to  come  ftirward 
on  the  present  occasion  as  the  advocate  ef 
a  measure  which  he  so  well  appreciated, 
the  character  of  which  he  so  powerfiilly 
described,  and  which  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  now  felt  to  be  indtspenaabl*  neces- 
Mry  for  the  aupport  of  the  iotereata,  if  not 
of  the  independence,  of  the  country.  There 
were  many  things  stated  by  hi*  noble  Friend 
in  the  course  of  hi*  potrerfut,  dear,  argu- 
mentative, and  eloqueot  apeech,  which  be 
thought  it  wa*  impowible  for  any  man  to 
dissent  from.  No  one  could  deny  the  self 
evident  truth  of  the  6rst  proposition  con- 
tained io  the  noble  Lord's  rrsolutiona,  or 
the  general  truth  erf'  the  tecond.  There 
were  three  pointa  in  them  whicb,  aa  ab- 
stract truthi,  were  quite  undeniable,  a* 
were  alto  many  of  tlic  argument*  by  which 
hi*  noble  and  learned  Friend  aupported 
them  ;  but  he  must  ooafesa.  that  he  could 
not  reconcile  to  his  mind  the  adoption  of 
these  reaolutioo*  in  the  state  in  which  the 

Siestion  tben  stood  in  their  Lordahlpt' 
ouae.  He  could  not  agree  in  thinking, 
that  it  was  either  convenient,  judicious, 
practical,  or  mfe  fur  that  Hi>a*e.  upon  the 
first  informaiion,  thut  a  qucitiiin,  wa* 
likely  to  be  brought  forward  in  the  other 
House  of  Pai^iament,  ianediately  to  pro* 
CMd  to  nooid  a  delibtnle  Kt  of  inohi- 
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tioris,  which,  if  adoptrd,  and  ultimately 
turned  uut  to  be  iaconsistcut  with  the  bill 
which  the  House  of  Commons  might  send 
up,  would  place  their  Lordships  in  the  ex- 
traordinary, he  was  going  to  say  ridiculous 
predicament,  of  either  being  compelled  to 
reject  the  bill  because  it  was  not  founded 
upon  the  principle  they  had  solemnly  re- 
corded, or  else  to  retreat  from  their  own 
solemnly  recorded  opinion,  and  accept  the 
bill  without  the  conditions  which  they 
Iiad  previously  decided  ought  to  belong  to 
it.  It  appeared  to  him  impossible,  tnat 
the  business  between  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament  could  be  safely  transacted  in 
this  way.  His  noble  Friend  laid  it  down 
as  a  principle,  which  he  did  not  dispute, 
that  they  had  always  claimed  the  right, 
and  hacl  never  abandoned  that  claim,  of 
dealing  with  their  taxation-bills  by  altera- 
tion as  well  as  rejection ;  but  then  years 
and  years  had  elapsed  since  they  had 
thought  it  judicious  or  practically  consis- 
tent with  the  transaction  of  business  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  ri- 
gidly to  enforce  that  right,  and  so  deal 
with  those  bills.  Would  they  not  then  be 
doing  the  same  thing,  only  in  a  different 
manner,  if  they  determine<l,  that  a  bill 
upon  a  particular  subject  should  be  founded 
upon  (x^rtaiu  principles  ?  Would  they  not 
be  saying  to  the  House  of  Commons,  ^'  Now 
mind,  we  don't  profess  the  intention  of  al- 
tering your  bill ;  we  claim  the  right  of  do- 
ing so,  but  we  know  you  deny  that  right: 
we  don't  mean  to  have  a  collision  on  tlie 
point,  but  inind,  we  tell  yuu  beforehand, 
that  your  bill  niubt  contaiu  certain  pro- 
positiouM,  and  be  found td  u|N)n  certain 
principle:),  or  we  cannot  receive  it.*'  That 
would  be  an  exceedingly  awLwanl  and  in- 
convenient nifHle  of  discussing  a  uuestion 
of  this  kind.  His  noble  Friend  had  rc- 
ferrc<i  to  certain  caM.*s,  and  lirst,  that  of 
Lord  (jnMi\ille,  than  whom  no  i>ue  cer- 
tainly U'tter  unden^tiHxi  all  the  i*unbtitu- 
tiunul  iR'arings  of  the  procxttlinpi  in  both 
Hou<«es  of  1  Parliament.  The  liibt  ciiie  n*- 
fern.'d  to,  in  which  Lord  Circnville  whs 
<*onccrned,  related  to  a  bill  fur  the  purfHisc 
of  rc^iilatin^  tht  llousehulJ.  He  did  not 
renieniUT  .'ill  the  ciriiinibtanii'S  to  which 
the  nnhle  and  learne<i  Lonl  had  referred, 
hut  he  understiKxl  the  nuble  and  learnetl 
Lord  to  >;iy,  that  when  that  bill  (whiih 
the  noble  and  learned  Li>nl  Kiid  wah  in 
M»mc  senitc  a  money  bill)  came  up  from 
the  Conimonii,  Lord  (irenville  to(»k  the 
courM?  of  moving  fur  a  committee  of  their 
Lordfbipti'  House  upua  it. 


Lord  Brougham:  No;  it  was 
the  bill  came  up,  that  Lord  Gmrille 
addressed  the  House.  Mr.  Peroefil  had 
made  a  financial  statement  in  the  odwr 
House,  and  then  L<ird  GreoTilfe  addraned 
their  Lordshim*  House,  but  it  was  upoa 
papers,  and  in  a  manner  wbollj  uncoa 
nected  with  the  bill,  although  it  did  hap- 
pen, that  that  bill  came  up  on  the  mj 
same  day. 

The  Earl  of  Ripon :  At  all  events»  tht 
House  did  not  adopt  Lord  GrenTilfe*t  pro- 
position, because  they  taw  ita  iacoafwu* 
enoe,  and  the  fact  only  went  to  show,  that 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  and  to  a  cer- 
tain extent^  Lord  Grenfille  thoncht  it 
possible  for  the  House  to  take  a  p^»^*ff!^T 
course. 

Lord  Brougham:  Ijotd  Grenfille  did 
not  move  resolutions,  he  onlj  discnsnd  tha 
question  upon  papers. 

The  Earl  of  Ripon:  So  nindi  tht 
stronger  case,  then,  was  there  against  tht 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  who  had  noted 
resolutions,  by  which  resolutions,  if  adoiiled^ 
that  House  would  be  bound  hereafter.  Thm 
other  case  adduced  by  the  nofalt 
learned  Lord  with  reference  to  Lord  Gi 
ville  was  one  with  which  he  waa  not  fc« 
miliar,  and  therefore,  he  would  odhr  no 
remark  upon  it.  But  the  noble  and  Isafncd 
L4)rd  had  alluded  to  a  case  in  which  ha 
bad  referred  to  a  noble  Friend  of  hb 
now  no  more  (Lord  Holland),  as  to  whoot 
public  spirit,  and  those  other  qoaiicita 
which  tlie  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  at- 
cribed  to  him,  no  man  would  he  moem 
ready  than  himself  to  bear  testimony.  It 
appeared,  that  in  that  case  the  ConoMMt 
had  entertained  a  measure  for  the  purptat 
of  |iaying  out  of  the  consolidated  niad 
10U,00()/.  for  a  certain  purpose  conntcitd 
with  the  Church  ;  he  believed  for  tht  !■• 
crease  of  small  livings.  What  did  LtftI 
Holland  do  on  that  occasion  ?  He  did  not 
call  u|>on  the  House  to  record  a  ddibcmt 
opinion,  which  would  have  been  imptupar; 
but  he  asked  for  a  committee  to  inqntrt 
whether  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Chuvh 
itself,  might  not  be  ftnind  the  means  of  doing 
what  waa  reifuired.  That  appeared  It 
him  to  be  no  interference  whatever,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  with  the  prinlma  tf 
the  Commons ;  for  there  was  nothing  im 
the  iip|iointuient  of  a  commit  tee,  or  in  what 
might  have  followed  from  it,  to  pbdgt 
their  LonlshipV  House  to  adopt  oo  that 
cKcaaion  a  course  different  from  that  tf  tin 
other  f  louse  )  mm  cvnsiat^  that  thejwooU 

hare  objected  to  that  aid  out  of  tkt  faUb 
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rerenue  which  the  Commoos  were  then 
disposed  to  give.  Therefore,  that  cisc  did 
not  bear  out  the  ooble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  present  occasion.  He  felt  himself 
absolved  from  the  necessity  of  entering  at 
length  into  the  topics  on  which  the  noble 
ana  learned  Lora  had  enlarsed  with  so 
much  talent  and  ability,  dthough  he 
might  be  disposed  indif  idually  to  ame  in 
many  of  his  remarks ;  and,  entirely  con- 
cumng  as  he  did  in  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord's  declaration,  that  the  proposed  tax 
was  a  resource  to  which  Parliament  ought 
not  to  have  recourse,  except  under  the 
pressure  of  dire  necessity,  still,  unless  the 
noble  and  learned  Lora  thought  he  had 
reason  to  believe  (and  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  had  not  indicated  any  such 
belief)  that  there  existed  a  design  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  entrap  Parlia- 
ment into  the  passing  of  thb  act  on  the 
plea  of  absolute  necessity,  and  for  a  limited 
period  only  (so  limited,  indeed,  as  to  ren« 
der  it  necessary  for  Parliament  to  consider 
it  at  a  very  early  period )~unle8S  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  thought  them 
mean  and  shabby  enough  so  to  trick  Par. 
liament  in  order  to  get  the  measure  passed, 
and  then  afterward  to  continue  it  as  a 
permanent  tax^-unlcss  this  was  the  case, 
and  there  were  grounds  for  it  which 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  did  not  even 
suggest,  he  did  not  see  why,  as  a  prelimi- 
nary step,  their  Lordships  should  be 
called  upon  to  declare  by  resolution  their 
opposition  to  it  He  was  quite  sure,  how- 
ever, that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  did 
not  think  they  deserved  to  labour  under 
any  such  imputation.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  appeared  to  him,  that  there 
could  be  no  occasion  for  adopting  these  re- 
solutions. There  was  one  point,  however, 
on  which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had 
laid  great  stress,  which  he  did  not  mean 
to  discuss,  but  to  which  he  must  refer,  be« 
cause  none  of  the  resolutions  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  touched  it ;  he  alluded 
to  the  subject  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
Income-tax  was  to  be  levied-^e  ma- 
chinery by  which  such  income  was  to  be 
ascertains.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  laid  great  stress  upon  that  branch  of 
the  subject,  and  had  described  in  flowing 
language  the  severity  and  hardship,  and 
injury  that  would  be  caused  if  the  inqui- 
sitorial mode  of  inquiry  were  carried  on. 
Yet,  although  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  dwelt  quite  as  impcessivdy  upon  that 
case  as  upon  the  cases  of  the  tenant  at 
Willi  tf  pmoos  boidiiig  life  intcrat^  and 


of  those  in  trades  and  professions,  there 
was  no  resolution  affecting  it.  But  if  the 
objections  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on 
that  head  were  well  founded,  and  if  a  bill 
should  come  up  containing  clauses  regarded 
on  that  ground  as  objectionable,  their 
Lordships  would  still,  if  they  could  not 
consent  to  those  clauses,  have  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  reiect  the  bill.  Therefore  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  resolutions  of 
tne  noble  and  learned  Lord  did  not  go  far 
enough  to  secure  the  attainment  of  hit 
own  object.  Looking,  however,  at  the  re* 
Utive  position  in  which  the  two  Houses 
stood.  It  could  not  but  be  regarded  as  an 
extraordinarv  course,  that  their  Lordsfaina* 
House  should  in  the  first  instance  my 
down  certain  principles,  so  that  if  a  bill 
came  up  from  the  other  House  that  did 
not  accord  with  those  principles  they  could 
have  no  alternative  but  to  reiect  it  That 
ground  alone,  in  his  mind,  sufficiently 
Mowed  that  they  ought  not  to  agree  to 
these  resolutions,  and  he  should  therefore 
take  the  opportunity  before  he  closed  of 
moving  the  prerious  question.  Before  he 
did  so,  however,  there  were  two  observa* 
tions  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  in 
which  he  desired  to  express  his  fiiU  and 
entire  concurrence.  The  first  was  in  le. 
lation  to  one  of  the  resolutions-^ooe 
which,  for  the  reasons  that  had  been  stated 
by  him,  he  conceived  could  not  now  be 
put.  He  alluded  to  the  third  resolution, 
which  referred  to  the  call  whidi  the  nation 
had  on  the  highest  personage  in  the  coun- 
try to  share  in  the  general  pressure  of 
taxation.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had,  with  more  eloquence  than  he  could 
command,  alluded  to  the  feeling,  the  deli- 
cacy, the  promptitude  with  which  that  il- 
lustrious personage  had  expressed,  through 
her  Minister,  her  readiness  to  concur  with 
her  people  in  bearing  any  burden  which 
the  necessitiet  of  the  State  might  require. 
But  though  he  was  not  able  so  eloquently 
to  express  his  feelings,  he  fclt  as  strongly 
on  the  subject  as  the  noble  Lord  did,  and 
he  did  not  think  there  was  a  mao,  woouui» 
or  child  in  the  country  who  would  not 
share  in  the  gratification  which  that  an. 
nounoement  hiul  produced.  The  other  ob« 
servation  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  to 
which  he  desired  to  refer,  was  that  relating 
to  the  feeling  which  other  nations  of  the 
world  might  entertain  as  to  the  power 
and  resources  of  this  country.  Though 
it  might  be  true,  that  those  natioiis  woiud 
neoeaarily  become  impressed  with  the 
vast  naourooa  friudi  tUa  tax  would  gtn 


EdMnrgh  and 
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totfaedovenimeDtia  limeof  war,  hecouhl 
iivt  but  ihtuk  that  that  very  circumraiiDe 
(tf  our  buiag  preparM]  by  a  aeaac  uf  necn- 
■itv,  in  time  of  peace,  fur  a  limited  time, 
and  fur  a  particular  purpose,  tu  impose 
such  a  tail  trbicb  tbe  people  were  pre- 
pared to  submit  to  aa  a  threat  elTurt  to  re> 
Htare  the  tinaiicea,  he  tbougbt  that  ibia 
Tcry  circumstance  would  more  tban  aoy- 
tliiug  tend  to  show  the  world  tbe  povcr 


EoiirnoRGit  AKn  Olaboow  Rail. 
WAT.]  Mr.  OnuUd  moved  that  llw 
Members  Tor  tbe  City  of  Ghifow,  end 
and  resources  of  tbis  uMintry,  and  induce  for  the  countiesof  Dombanen  imI  Lwaik 
those  nations  not  to  swerve  from  that  ,  i^  ,()jp(j  t^  ii,e  commiltet  on  ibe  Edi«< 
course  uf  friendliness  and  conciliation  with  i  '  '  -  ~  -         


regard  to  this  country  which  the  noble  and  i 
learned  I^rd  bad  described,  and  which  he  ' 


{  bur|:h  and  Glasgow  Railway  Bill. 

Mr.  Grtent  said,  that  an  applicalh»  of 
a  similar  nature,  in  relation  to  (he  Sevcni 


believe<l  it  was  the  disi»sition  of  all  Navigation  Bill,  had  been  referral  ImI 
foreign  powers  to  continue  to  po«ue  in  s^wion ;  and,  therefore,  he  thought  tbe 
con.lu.-t.ng  Ibe  afTairi  of  the  world      1  be    hon.  Member  for  GlasR>w  oueblU  mike 

luililii   Kiirl  nuirfiifwn   Iit  ninirinff   Ihp   nrp.  i        .         .  .      -  *.  ..       ■■ 


noble  Earl  concluded  bf  moving  the  pre- 
vious question.  i 
Lord  Brotighain  explained,  that  he  bad  ' 
mnitted  any  resoluiion  with  reference  to  '  ^___ 
the   infjuiutorial  nature  of  tbe  proposed  \  ^fVi!^ 
> :  t I _.. 4  1..  I •!.-•  ti..  I  "*   '"° 


ont  a  strong  case   to  induce  the  HooM  tO 
accede  to  his  motion. 

Mr.  OsKotd  said,  the  railway  wen' 

Glasgow,  passed  through  a  gnal  pon 

inty  of  Lanark,  and  went  d 


but  at  the  same  time  he  had  felt  that  the 
very  nature  of  an  Income-tax  rcndcrnl 
some  such  machinery  necessary.  If  there 
should  be  such  clauses  in  the  bill,  when  it 
came  up  they  could  be  considered  without 
the  dithcuUiea  which  wuuld  atteud  the 
money  clauses. 

I'ruviuus  iiucation  put,  and  it  was  aicrced 
Hem,  COM.  that  ].ord  Brougham's  resolutions 
should  nut  be  put. 

Adjourn  ed. 

11  O  V  S  E  OV  C  U  M  M  O  N  S, 
Thuriday,  March  17,  I64-J. 

Miii-tiilI      Huh     pru^lr. 


tax,  because  he  was  not  to  "".ow  that  the  .  ,^  ,j,^  '     j  Dumbarton,  ud  M  h 

b.11  would  contain  clauses  of  that  nature,  ,  ,,^j  j^^^   ^f^^  ^^  ^^^  g^.j,    ^^^^ 

liM,  no  Members  connected  with  tkOM 
places  would  serve  upon  the  comnilter. 

Mr.  Eticourt  said,  it  was  true  tbe  bill 
had  been  referred  to  the  Sonih  Easiera 
list.  As  the  railway  went  from  Edia- 
burgh  to  Glasgow,  the  bill  might  with 
equal  propriety  be  referred  to  either  lbs 
.South  Eaitcro  or  the  South  Western  Ur, 
and  ai  the  South  Western  list  had  k- 
veral  bills  under  their  consideratiOB,  aad 
the  .South  Eastern  list  none,  it  had  bc*a 
thought  best  to  refer  the  bill  to  ikta  ImI 
which  was  least  burdened  with  busiacaB. 
As  some  inconvenience  was  likely  to 
rctult  if  the  bon.  Gentleman's  propaaitiiM 
were  not  acceded  to,  be  wis  willing  10  ac- 
:|uiesce  in  it. 

Mr.  Fqx  Mauk  was  undeialood  to  t^ 
prove  of  the  course  adopted  by  tbe  hoa- 
Membcr  for  Oxford. 

Mr.  Labouchere  said,  he  was  miKb  aor- 
priacd  at  the  opinion  eipresscd  by  tbo 
bon.  Gentleman  opposite,  at  the  aaao 
lime  he  \ui\  to  much  confidcnca  in  bw. 
that  lie  did  not  wish  to  set  his  opiaioo  n 
oppuiitiou  to  that  of  the  hon.  Memb«s 
but  he  mutt  say,  that  the  Hoeaeoubl  to 
be  very  cautious  how  ibcy  deparlw  fran 
general  regulations.  This  might  bo  • 
precedent  which  would  lead  taa»Bayo|K 
plications,  not  only  from  Scotlaod,  Mt 
frum  other  placet,  and  in  many  ioMOMOO 
very  good  cases  might  be  mode  Dot  lit 
placmg  ceruio  Memben  on  coantlM. 


pu«.r.. 
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Mr.  LocA  thought  tht  Hoiite  ought  to 
consider,  before  it  tsaented  to  the  motion, 
M  he  conceived  the  hon.  Meml)er*s  pro- 
position would  be  a  very  dangerous  pre- 
cedent. 

The  House  divided— Ayes  4(3;  Noes 
25:  Majority  21. 

Litt  of  the  Atss. 


Aglionby,  H.  A. 
Allix,  J.  I\ 
Bailey,  J. 
Bamardi  E.  G. 
Bowrtng,  Dr. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Busftild.  W. 
Campbell,  Alex. 
Codnogton,  C.  W. 
Cripps,  W. 
DennittouQi  J. 
Dick,  QuinUn 
Dodd,  G. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  K. 
Drummood,  II.  II. 
Duncan,  G. 
Ellice,  £. 
Elphiostone,  II. 
Bstcourt,  T.  G.  B. 
FergMOD,  Col. 
Ilatiitt  Archibald 
Hauoo»  Capt.  V. 
llay^Sir  A.  L. 
Ileneage,  E. 
HtpbufD,  Sir  T.  B. 


Hill.  Lord  M. 
Halt,  W. 
Johnslon,  Altx. 
Jitnoox,  Lford  A. 
Lockhart,  W. 
Wgon,  hon.  General 
ftiackioDon,  W.  Alex. 
MTaggarty  Sir  J. 
Miles,  W. 
Moniz,  O.  F. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
Neeld,  J. 
Redingtoo,  T.  N. 
RoUtstoBy  Col. 
Sbtil^rt.  hon.  H.  L. 
Soroerii  J.  P. 
Somerset,  Lonl  G. 
Stuart,  LfOid  J. 
Tollemacht,  J. 
Trollope,  8ir  J. 
Tufoell,  H. 

TELLEaS. 

Oswald,  Mr. 
Maule,  Fox 


Li$to/tIi€  Noes. 


Baillie,  H.  J. 
Baldwin,  C.  B. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Burroughas,  H.  N. 
Collett,  W.  R. 
Colvila,  C.  R. 
Douglas,  Sir  H. 
Gordon,  hon.  Capt. 
Greenall,  P. 
Grey,  rl.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Grimsdilch,  T. 
Hale,  K.  B. 
Hanmer,  Sir  J. 
Henley,  J.  W. 


Inglts,  Sir  R.  II. 
J  ones,  Capt. 
Labottchere,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Lindsay,  H.  H. 
Lyall.  6. 
March,  Barl  of 
Marshan,  Vise. 
Pringle,  Alex. 
Uice,  £.  R. 
Rous,  hon.  Capt. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 

TXLLBaS. 

Loch,  Mr. 
Greenci  Mr. 


Electioh  Fctitioh  —  Absehce  op 
A  Membek.]  Lord  G.  Somenet  reported 
fVom  the  general  committee  of  elections 
the  names  of  the  members  of  the  select 
committee  aupoioted  to  try  and  determine 
the  merits  oi  the  peiitioii  complaining  of 
an  undut  eleetion  uid  return  for  the  bo. 
rough  of  Wigtu,  as  follow :— The  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  Mr.  H.  Tufttell«  Mr.  H.  KemUe, 
Mr.  R.  Scott,  Mr.  F.  A.  M'Oeachy,  the 
hon.  H.  T.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Benjamin 
Ha  wet,  (chairmaD*) 

On  odlflig  Ofer  Jit  laaHe  tf  tlit  Mta* 


bars  preparatory  to  their  being  sworn  at 
the  Table,  it  was  found   that   the  hoa. 
H.  T.  Howard  was  absent. 
Lord  G.  Somerset  moved— 

**  That  the  clause  in  the  FJectioo  Petition 
Act  relative  to  the  attendance  of  Members  ap* 
pointed  to  try  and  deiennioe  the  merits  of  pe« 
titions  against  alleged  undue  returns  of  Meas- 
bers  to  sit  in  that  Uotise  l>e  read.'* 

The  clerk  read  the  clause,  which  set 
forth, 

**  That  any  Member  appointed  to  sit  on  aa 
election  petition,  who  shsil  not  attend  in  hia 
place  one  hour  after  the  House  meets,  aod 
take  the  oaths,  or  who  shall  depart  from  the 
House,  unless  the  petition  be  discharged,  shall 
be  ordered  to  be  taken  into  custody  of  the 
Sergeant-at«Arms,  or  otherwise  punished  or 
censured  as  the  House  may  direct,  unless  it 
be  verified  on  oath  that  such  Member,  by 
sudden  accident,  has  been  prevented  horn  at- 
tending.'* 

Lord  G.  Somersei  wished  to  know  bt* 
fore  he  made  the  motion  which  he  meant 
to  propose,  whether  any  hon.  Member 
could  inform  the  House  of  the  cauie  which 
occasioned  the  abience  of  the  boo.  Mr. 
H.T.Howard? 

Mr.  TufiMuM,  he  believed  that  it  waa 
the  intention  of  the  hon.  Member  to  have 
been  In  his  place  at  the  proper  time,  and 
most  probably  he  was  then  on  his  way  to 
the  Hoote.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
the  noble  Lord  would  not  preaa  hie  motion 
at  present. 

Lord  G.  Somerset  said,  that  as  the  net 
waa  imperative,  its  letter  and  apirit  most 
be  followed  out  |  aid  he  should,  therefore 
move,  that  the  hon.  H.  T.  Howard  be 
taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Sergeaol*at- 
Arms. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

AmMY  IN  India.]  Lord/oAji /^aieseU 
having  understood  from  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
on  a  former  occasion  that  it  was  probable 
an  increase  would  be  made  to  the  army 
in  India,  but  that  no  determination  could 
be  come  to  until  fuller  oflkial  informatioD 
was  received,  was  desirous  of  knowing 
whether  anything  definite  bed  been  re* 
solved  upon.  It  was  slated  that  aiz 
regiments  were  about  to  be  added  to  the 
army  in  India.  Waa  the  reaolutioa 
formally  taken ;  and  if  the  increase  waa 
resolved  upon,  did  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
intend  to  move  for  a  auppleoMntary  eeli- 
mate. 

Sir  A*  Peel  eaid,  UiM  it  waa  tin  iBtMH 
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tton  of  Goveroment  lo  increase  the  arinir 
in  India,  and  ai  it  wu  Tound  neceuary  to 
increaic  the  military  ettabliihment,  a  lup- 
plemenlary  estimate  would  of  course  be 
required,  and  would  be  laid  upon  the  Table 
ID  due  time. 

Lord  J.  Rutsitll  tiked  the  question 
with  tli«  view  or  ascertaining  what  ad- 
ditional force  would  be  required. 

Sir  R.  Peel  was  in  expectation  of  fresh 
accounts,  containing  more  detailed  infor- 
mation than  had  yet  been  received,  and 
until  they  were  furniibed  lie  did  not  think 
it  expedient  to  slate  the  exact  vietfs  of 
the  Government  upon  the  subject. 

Rktenuf.  CouMissioN.]  Mr.  Hawet 
understood  that  a  commission  had  been 
appointed  to  inquire  retpecting  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.  H*:  wished  to  know 
whether  the  committee  bad  made  any 
report,  and  if  so,  whether  any  saving  was 
likely  to  bceffecled. 

Lord  C.  Someriet  (as  chairman  of  the 
commission)  said,  that  a  report  had  been 
forwarded  to  the  Treasury,  but  ho  could 
not,  of  course,  say  what  had  been  done  in 
consequence.  The  report  did  not  contain 
any  recommendation  as  to  a  defioile 
saving. 

AnoRRSA  TO  THK  Cbown— Compensa- 
tion FOa  Opit'MHEIZEIinvTIIKClllHIMB.J 

Mr.  lAndiai/  ruse,  in  pursuance  of  notice, 
to  move — 

"Thai  the  llouK  will,  u|>an  Tliuraday,  ih« 
Tth  diy  or  April  next,  rcuilvc  iiwir  iniu  a 
coromiltec,  lo  cuiisider  of  ihc  following  ad- 
drcw  lo  lit>r  Majeily  — ihit  ii  lo  say,  'Thai  an 
humble  adiiie«)  t>e  nrcientcd  to  bvr  .Majcity, 
praying  tliat  her  Majcily  will  be  graciously 
pleaieu  lu  tiiku  into  lunMde ration  the  circum- 
tlances  under  which  the  Bnlxh  meichanli  and 
others,  lubjccli  of  ihc  llriiish  Crown,  did  on 
iJie  ITlh  day  of  March,  IU30,  upon  Ihu  reqtn- 
iiliun  of  Capiain  Kllioli,  Mipcrmicndcni  of 
British  trade  in  Canton,  surrender  lu  tlit  tnid 
CaplBiD  Kllioti,  for  the  scrncc  uf  hct  Mijeily'i 
<>o*cinment,?U,'.*H3cheiUufiimuiii,uii  iliv  ai. 
luraiice  of  Ihu  (aid  CapUin  l.lliolt  thai  he  on 
behalf  of  hvT  Majcily'i  Uofrmrnrnl,  held 
hiuiicif  responsible  in  Ihc  fulluit  und  moil 
unreserved  manner  for  the  same,  and  further, 
that  compensation  for  ihv  injury  sustained  by 
her  Majetty's  subjects  wi      '  '    ' 
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to  the  exlenl  of  the  (um  received  froM  the 
Chineie  governmant,  after  daductiag  the 
amount  awarded  by  her  Majesty  lo  the  captors 
and  to  as*ure  her  Majesty  that  Ibii  Ilessa  will 
make  good  Ihe  tatne." 

The  hon.  Member  said  he  had  to  leqawt 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  be  tm- 
dcavourea  to  state  the  case  whidb  had  beea 
intrusted  to  him  as  clearlv  and  ancdactljr 
as  it  was  in  hii  power.  Ttie  diciuutaooBi 
which  had  given  rise  to  the  cue  were  well 
known  to  the  House.    It  would  be  u  tka 


ment  of  L'bina  Ito  enforce whicli  an  «ipcdiii 
wa«  sent  out],  and  that  a  sum  of  iiiuric)'  havi 
now  been  received  from  Itii 


recollection  of  hon.  Gentlemee  that  a  bm 
quantity  of  opium,  the  property  of  Britiek 
merchants,  had  been  delivered  to  tlie  aa- 
perintendeut  of  the  British  trade  in  CUbl 
It  was  not  necessary  that  at  Ibe  prenat 
time  he  should  enter  into  the  nesilB  « 
demerits  of  the  trade  in  opium.  It  wM 
sufficient  for  his  present  arguiiieat,  us  tka 
tint  place  to  prove  that  the  legality  of  ths 
trade  in  opium  was  clearly  recoguMd  ud 
sanctioned  hy  the  British  GoiuumeuL 
To  prove  this  he  would  read,  if  tbe  Hooae 
would  allow  him,  a  very  short  extruet  tnm 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  tbe  Hoom 
of  Commons  which  sat  in  1833,  te  «Udl 
it  was  clearly  acknowledged  that  tlH 
opium  trade  was  a  trade  proper  to  he  «•• 
ducted.  After  having  had  all  awwaliie 
of  the  trade  explained  to  them  tbey  case 
lo  the  cnnduiion,  (in  tbe  complete  luftr* 
matiun  bcfure  them, 

"That  in  Ihe  present  Hale  of  the  lavawae 
of  India  It  does  not  appear  deiinUa  lo  aika^ 
dun  so  important  a  source  of  reventic  sa  ihe 
opium  irsdc,  the  duty  on  opium  being  aaa 
which  fulls  principalty  on  the  (brtiga  ea^ 
turner,  and  wliii'h  appears  on  the  whoh  leaa 
liable  to  objection  than  any  other  which  aa 
bo  proposed." 


Tlial  it  would  be  imprudent  lo  rely  en  the 
opium  monopoly  a*  a  permanent  Knirce  of  !•• 
venui-,  and  ihal  llie  time  might  probably  aet 
be  very  far  distant  when  it  mij^ht  be  desinble 
io  subMituic  an  export  duly,  and  thus,  by  Ihe 
iiicrvaseJ  production  under  a  (yetea  of  free* 
luro,  10  endeatnur  to  obtain  some  iiimoeaWi 
liuo  foi  (he  loss  of  ibc  monopoly  pnfti. 

These  wiirds  were  of  sodw  impartanoilo 
,  the  prcM-nt  case,  because  it  was  dcu  that 
tint  of  the  de- ,  t|,o  crisit  whicli  arrived  in  Chtaa  «M 
'fly  the  ciinscqucnce  of  the  iDcreand 
lucliun  of  Urilish  opium,  whieb  waa 
-aKiiiiied  liy   the  iianctiMi   sivea  to  tha 


l>v   the  K 
iicli  author 


China,  her  Majesty  will  be  uraiiously  pleased  I  t"^'*^  '•>  ""c''  authontics  as  ibat  to  whicfc 
lo  advance  lo  such  BiiUih  mi'rchanti  and  he  had  referred.  His  object  in  Mikiag 
•ibcrs,  on  acGOvnl  of  liwir  raspccuva  lossei,  1  his  prceent  addrea  to  tbe  Hoon  «M  M»> 
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fold— firtt»  to  eodeafour  to  prore  that  the 
honour  and  character  of  the  country  were 
invoWed  in  the  full  redemption  of  certain 
pledges  give  bv  Captain  Elliott,  on  the 
guarantee  of  which  the  British  merchants 
in  China  surrendered  a  vast  Quantity  of 
opium;  and,  secondly,  to  eoaeavour  to 
convince  the  House  that  it  was  desirable, 
cm  all  grounds  of  justice  and  ex()edicncy. 
that  those  pledges  should  be  redeemed.  It 
was  important  to  show  that  British  sub- 
jects trading  to  China  conceived  Captain 
Elliott  to  be  possessed  of  full  authority, 
which  they  were  bound  to  obey  ;  and  in 
order  to  do  this  he  should  neit  proceed  to 
read  the  words  of  the  act  of  Parliament 
and  Order  in  Council  granting  this  au- 
thority*— 

**  By  set  ard.  and  4tb.  William  the  4th,  his 
Ute  Majesty  iras  empowered,  by  commission  or 
warrant  under  his  sign  roanaal,  to  appoint  not 
exceeding  three  of  his  Msjesty's  sabjectt  to 
be  superintendents  of  the  trade  of  British  sub* 
jects  to  and  from  China,  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  and  promoting  such  trade ;  and  by 
any  such  order  or  orders,  cororoiuion  or  com- 
missions, as  to  his  Majesty  in  Council  should 
appear  expedient  and  salutary,  to  give  to  the 
soperiotendentSy  or  any  of  them,  powers  and 
authorities  over  and  in  respect  of  the  trade  and 
eommeree  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  within  any 
psrt  of  the  said  dominions ;  and  to  make  and 
issue  directions  and  regulations  touching  the  said 
trade  and  commerce,  and  for  the  Government 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects  within  the  ssid  do- 
minioos ;  and  to  impose  penalties,  forfeitures, 
or  imprisonments,  for  the  breadi  of  any  such 
directions  and  regulations,  to  be  inforced  in 
such  manner  as  in  the  said  order  or  orders 
should  be  specified.'* 

He  would  allow  that  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment  was,  perhapa,  not  very  aatia^ctory, 
as  it  would  presently  appear  that  ail  that 
had  been  done  by  the  Order  in  Council 
was  to  invest  Captain  Elliott  with  the 
powers  held  by  the  supercargo  of  the  East 
India  Company.  In  pursuance  of  this  act 
of  Parliament  an  order  was  made  by  his 
late  Majesty  in  Council,  on  the  9th  of 
December,  1833,  by  which  it  was  ordered, 

'*  Thst  all  the  powers  and  authorities  which 
on  the  2  lit  day  of  April,  1834,  should  by  law 
be  vested  in  the  supercargoes  of  the  East 
India  €>)ropany,  over  and  in  respect  of  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
at  the  |x>rt  of  Canton,  should  be,  and  the  same 
were  thereby  vested  in  the  superintendents  for 
the  time  being  appointed  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  said  act  of  Parliament." 

The  authority  of  the  East  India  Com- 
|iany*s  supercargo  enabled  them  to  deport 
from  the  country  Britiafa  iubjccta  miacoo- 


ducting  themaelvea,  to  take  away  lioenoea 
from  snips,  and  to  ezerdae  general  cootrol 
over  the  trade  of  the  company  to  Chtoa. 
So  great  was  the  impulse  giTen  by  the 
East  India  Company  to  the  opium  trade 
with  the  view  of  increasing  tne  revenue 
derived  from  it,  that  it  at  length  extended 
over  the  whole  coast  of  China,  and  eatab* 
lished  itself  within  the  port  of  Canton, 
thereby  greatly  endangering  the  reguhur 
and  legal  tmde.  As  a  proof  of  the  autho* 
rity  exerciaed  by  Captain  Elliott,  he  would 
read  to  the  liouae  the  following  order, 
issued  on  the  18th  of  December,  1838,  to 
which  due  obedience  was  paid  :— 

''December,  18,  1838--Iy  Charles  Elliot, 
chief  superintendent  of  the  trade  of  British 
subjects  in  China,  moved  by  the  urgent  con- 
siderations immediately  affecting  the  safety  of 
the  lives  and  properties  of  all  her  Msjesty's 
subjects  engaged  in  the  trade  of  Canton,  do 
hereby  formally  give  notice  and  require,  that 
all  British  owned  schooners,  cutters,  and 
otherwise  rigged  small  craft,  either  habitually 
or  occasionally  engaged  in  the  illicit  opium 
traffic  within  the  Bocca  Tigris,  should  proceed 
forth  of  the  same  within  the  space  of  three 
days  from  the  date  of  these  presents,  and  not 
return  within  the  Bocca  Tigru,  being  engaged 
in  the  said  illicit  opium  traffic." 


The  British  tubjecta  to  whom  theae 
sela  belonged,  obeyed  the  order  of  the 
superintendent,  and  retired  out  of  the 
river.  He  need  not  enter  into  the  parti* 
culars  of  the  criaia  produced  at  Canton* 
by  the  arrival  of  Commiasioner  Lin.  Cap* 
tain  Elliot  was  not  in  Canton  at  the 
moment  when  the  first  arbitrary  measarea 
were  taken,  but  hearing,  that  tne  lives  of 
Britiah  subjects  were  in  denser,  he,  with 
that  frank  courage  and  gallantry  which 
distinguished  bia  character — for  ao  he 
must  admit,  however  much  he  might 
difier  from  the  gallant  Ofilcer  on  aone 
pointa — imroediatelv  repaired  to  that  city. 
They  had  heard  a  high  authority  in  that 
Houae,  who  was  borne  out  by  the  great 
name  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  dedaiet 
that  Captain  Elliot  waa  perfectly  juatified 
in  acting  thua.  On  amvinff  at  Caotoo, 
he  found,  that  a  great  criaia  had  oocuned# 
all  the  British  subjects  were  in  priaoo,  and 
Captain  Elliot  immediately  aaid,  on  the 
moment  of  hia  arrival,  that  be  would  lake 
on  himself  the  whole  charge  and  responsi* 
bilitv  of  the  measurea  to  be  taken.  He 
would  now  read  the  public  notice  of  Cap- 
tain Elliot,  on  which  the  whole  case  reeled, 
and  the  question  for  the  House  to  decide 
would  be,  whether  the  country  waa  or  waa 
uot  reapoMiUe  for  what  Captain  EiKot  did 
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on  thtt  occauon.  Tho  notice  wu  id- 
dreast^  to  British  lubjecU  in  Cauion,  and 
wu  dated  March  37,  1839:— 

"  I,  CliarUs  F.Uiot,  Chief  Su peri nlcndent  of 
ilia  Irade  of  Bmiili  tubiecl*  in  Cliina,   pre* 
Miilly   forcibly    detained    in    Canton    by  the 
proiincial  OoTeraoientt  togalher  willi  all  lli* 
merclianls  of  my  own,  and  llie  oilier  fuieinn 
nation*  leltleil  here,  without  nippliei  of  fnoil, 
deprived  of  our  lervanti,  and  cut  off  from  nil 
iotercourse  with  our  retpective  countrie*  (not- 
withManding  my  own   official  demand  to  be 
set  at  liberty,  w  that  1   laight  act  without 
■traini),  have  now  recei*ed  the  conmanili 
l)ic  High  Commiiiioncr,  iiiuid  directly  to 
under  the  leal  of  the  h on.  officer*,  to  ilelivar 
ill]  the  opium  held  by  the jico< 


lie  i>r  my    country. 


7S4 
read,  that  Cairtain  Elliot  e^joinsd  BritU 
stibjccta  in  Cajha  to  ddiver  up  tbcir  pn^ 
peny  for  tlia  MrTice  of  the  Goreranwt  uf 
Great  Bribaip.  He  would  at  once  grant 
tbiit  the  ChiiwN  GorcroneDt  would  nam 
been  jiiitiiied  in  Miiiog  all  the  opinai  on 
tbc  coaat  of  China,  if  they  had  bren  abte 
to  do  w.  But  thef  had  not  diwe  ao  ;  th^ 
hkd  not  dared  in  attetnpt  iL  The  onJiui 
■urrendered  to  Captain  Elliot  iraa  courelj 
out  of  the  power  of  the  Chiacaai  awl  a 

__.  ..      large  portion  uf  it  had  already  been  Oldend 

ed  the  oonmanil*  of '  away  froni  China,  and  wu  wling  down 

the  Chincae  wu   to  Singapore,     At  the 

urg«Dt  reiiuest  of  the  >u|)eriBtendent  it 

brought  btck  again,  in  order  to  hi 


opium  held  by  tlie  wo.    ^^  brought  \M-k.  agait 
Now   r,  the  laid  Chief   Jelivereil  to  hiiH.     He 


rould  I 


mounL  niuiiTcs  ■t»tit:iiiiK   me  ■■iriy  ui  iiiv  iitvs  .      i  '   i        >    l  .  i      i         ■  « 

>nd  l.b.rl,  of  .11  111.  f.nl,,..ri  (■,.  pr..<nl    "''}  «'  '^'"^  f '«>"  >"*»•  'j  «* 


,j  .._...,    MiuUter   in    a   diatant   couolr^,         

behalTof  iiomcof  bia  acta  might  be  ao  injujidenn 
fiovemmeni,  enjoin  und  erroDCOua,  that  toe  countrf  wmiM  ht 
quite  juati Red  in  repudiating  then,  eapn- 
cially  if  they  inroked  anything  deiugatorjr 
to  the  character  of  the  country.  8nt 
when  any  acta  were  done  by  a  fani|a 
Minister  fur  the  ptirpoee  of  fi>rwarding  n 
aeriea  tif  great  political  erenta,  and  WBM 


n  Canton,  and  by  olherTery  weighty  cauiet,  ' 
do  hereby, 

her  Britannic  IMaJetty'i  < 
and  require  all  her  Majesty'i  iubj< 
preient  in  Canlou,  forthwith  to  make  a  lur- 
reniler  to  me.  for  the  serrice  of  her  taid  Ma- 
jesty's (iovirnment,  to  he  delivered  over  to 
the  (ioternment  of  China,  of  all  the  opium 
behmging  lo  ihem.  or  Briliih  opium  under 
their  respective   control  ;    and    to    hold    ilie  - 

British  ships  and  vetieli  engaged  in  the  trade  |  the  Uurernmeut  of  ifae  uountry 
of  opium  subject  to  my  immediate  diteciion,  " "  -'■'--  -" 

and  to  forward  to  me  without  delay,  a  sealed 
list  of  all  the  British  owned  opium 

respective  poiiesiion.     And  1,  the  uid  Chief  j  tjon  of  th^ta 
SupHntendcnl,  do  no-   in  the  nio«  full  and     then,  disappwe  of  the 
^e^arvcd   manner,  hold   myself  responsible     r,     .   '     %f!f  ..■ 


.,  .  genenlly  of  their  leope  and  tanoiur,  it  «M 
d  inpuaaible,  with  any  rraard  to  tha  hmmir 
i'  I  of  the  country,  to  repudiate  a  oertain  p«> 
''   "       '  '  Did  the  laie  QowMet, 

e  of  the  (cope  and  tenov  of 
Captain  rj'liutt'i  proceedingi?     Par  Araa 

,, me'nr.'wair'aod'crcliof  hel  Nujii^    '*■     T'"*)'  ■PproTed  of  them  moat  U^*, 

ly's  lubjecit  >urrend«ring  the  i-aia  Utilish  ■>*/  ■"<"«,  the  Duke  uf  Wellington,  in  ibn 
owned  opium  into  my  liandt,  lo  b«  delivered  other  1  Inusc,  cKpreued  hia  general  appo* 
ovei  lu  the  Cliiiictc  tiuverumcni.  And  [,  the  bation  uf  ilicni.  The  Home  Goveraveat 
said  (  hilt  Superiiiieiideni.diifuriher  specially  immediately  ratted  him  to  the  dignity  of 
caution  all  her  Maji.-.ty-.  iul.jfcii  here  nreseni  plenipotentiary,  and  empowered  him  10 
7"   r  II  7V    ""T  ""  n-ir-tinlirrna  uf  tfir  hirhrar  mnif 


n  the  behalf  oF  her  Britannic  Majes-  ' 


nagemei'l  I'f  opium,  the  propciiy  of  British 
■ubjccK,  t)ui  lailina  the  iurreiid>.'r  o(  the  said 
opium  liilo  iny  h«tid>,  at  or  lirEutv  iii  u,clocli, 
this  djy,  I.  tliL'  i.iiJ  Ciiief  .Siipcriiitt'ndenl 
hereby  deiiurc  liur  M.i,e.ty'>  (ioreriimcat 
whully  free  of  ull  manner  uf  K>|>on)ihilily  ur 
liability  III  ri-'Iici:!  "f  Die  imj  llrili-h  owned 
npium.  Anil  It  i<  •|>«eii]ly  In  tii-  understood, 
that  proiif  of  Itnliih  nrnperiy  nnd  value  of  all 
Briiiih  opium  mirrenucrcd  tii  loe  agreeably  to 
lliii  notice  shall  he  determined  upon  pnnci< 
plei  in  a  inannet  huieal'trr  lu  be  dcniinl  by 
iiei  MajEaijVOiiiiTiinieot,  Given  nitJer  my 
luDil  and  •C4I  »f  office  atC.int(ii<,  in  I'll 
::;th  day  of  Mjr.h.  ii>  the  jear  of  oi 
\93'J,  at  0  of  the  cImL  10  Ibe  murning. 


neKtrtiatinna  uf  the  highea 
qiicncc  with  the  empire  iif  China.  With  re> 
gard  ti>  the  «umi  of  money  that  had  been  ob> 
tainiil  by  her  Majetty'n  GoTemment  tnm 
the  Chineat-  author  it  tea,  he  irould  n^  U 
extract  fnmi  the  letter  uf  Captain  KlIloCIo 
the  Karl  uf  Aberdeen,  printed  in  retnn 
loan  order  11  the  Hon 


"  1  he  dcliiiiie  )ioliiical  purposes  in  view  at 

the  moment,  wcie  to  break  up  the  large  con. 

Iingrnt  foice  from  the  i-ther  provtocti  awem* 

bled    at  raniun.    t»   dettroy   the   formidabk 

lu,  ihi'<  I  'gurestive  |<tcpaT3tion  of  the  last  two  moalht, 

r  Ia'>J     and  III  lame  the  >pirit  anil  cripple  the  rMouieea 

|ofihe(io*ernmetii,  by  disrniuing  the  imperial 

j  commissi'iners,  ami  lerving  a  coBtribuiion  on 

'■tl.i,fS.i,«rinlei,d.niofthcTiadrofBnt.'\'"  "••■««7"' I;;"  ""section  of  the  bta«y 

i.h  subject.  Ill  China."  ,  ''«««'"1»  "'  h^r  .\I,j,.,,  .  (.overnoieot.  .  ,  la 

...  ,  ...,""»  "tu'i""*  of  atfain.  1  was  enable  to  COW* 

1 1  would   be  levo,  fruu   w  bat  he  liad  1  a^ii:  a  cimvanlMHi  with  ilia  local  a 
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bf  nbich  Ibc  iroparUl  oomniuioiiara  mtn 
■ubjMttd  lo  Ihe  dtif  race  or  forced  dapartun 
Troa  the  city ;  ihe  Iroope  from  iha  oiber  pro. 
lincii  were  conilrained  to  eracuata  in  the 
light  or  our  own  force  wiihout  banneri  di>- 
pUjed  (a  )i|n  of  humitiaiioii  in  China); 
(1,000,000  dolUn  were  recovered  from  Ihe 
impcriil  Ireaiury  in  drminulion  of  (ha  juii 
clainii  or  her  Majeaty'i  Oovemroctit ;  n  farther 
turn  of  more  t}iaD  no.OOOf.  hai  bcea  paid  in 
compfRMiiOD  of  Ihe  loitea  occaiioned  by  the 
dMiruGiiou  of  ihe  ftcioriei,  aod  certain  pie- 
*ioua  tiolcnce  commitled  by  the  guTernnient 
of  Caniun;  and  oc  were  left  in  a  i^iuation 
forlhoilb  lo  withdraw  the  whole  armamGnl 
from  Ihe  dangerout  effeci  of  Ihe  rirer  icrvii^ 
upon  th«  healih  of  the  Ibrcc,  for  roorcmeot  to 
the  northward." 

Thu  fact  ought  toba  Ukeo  in  amnesioa 
with  the  atatcRieat  of  the  noble  Lord,  the 
laU  Leader  of  the  Hoiue  of  Corainoni 
(Lord  J.  RuMell),  relative  to  the  object  of 
the  ChiDeae  expedilioa.  The  noble  Lord 
vai  naked,  what  waa  the  object  of  theae 
preparatioDi ?     The  aniwer  waa,  that 

"  In  tha  Aral  ptaca  thay  ware  to  obtain  re- 

G ration  for  iha  iniulu  and  injui 
r    Uajaair'i  lu  pari  n  ten  dent   aad    her  &Ia- 
jeily's  tubjecta  by  the  ChineM  gonrni 
and  in  the  Mcond  place,   ihey  were  ' 
for  Ihe  merchanti  Irading  with  China  indem- 
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tht  CUWM. 


ey,  waa  inB«dwlely  pud 
orer  to  him,  conaiited  f  Thia  peraoo  kad 
obtained  100  per  cent,  upon  the  rahw  of 
bii  cow  and  dog,  and  the  article  not  re- 
membered by  hiin.  Britiih  aubicctawera 
deprired  of  their  property,  while  tlic  ea- 
traragant  claim  of  diia  AroerioiD  citiaen 
was  paid  in  full.  He  had  now  coDciudcri 
the  fIrNt  lirnnrli  nfhia  argument,  ami  would 
proceed  to  maLe  a  few  remarks  an  the 
quettion  of  the  political  expedieury  of 
granting  comprnaatioa  to  theac  partiea; 
withtliiariew,  he  would  read  a  few  extracta 
frum  the  re|Kirt  of  the  aelect  committM 
appointed  to  iiireatigate  the  grieTaucea 
complained  of  in  the  petition  of  mercbanta 
ioteretted  in  the  China  trade,  preacnted  on 
the  24th  of  March,  1840.  He,  baliered, 
that  the  (irat  object  of  the  appointment  of 
■  (mmmittee  to  inquire  into  theae  embar* 
nutaing  and  difficuft  pointa  was,  that  tfaej 
might  give  a  clear  and  definite  opinion  on 
the  merits  or  demerila  of  the  claims.  Tha 
committee  collected  togetbo'  a  rsat  deal  o( 
information,  but  they  expreated  M)  opinioq, 
^".'^'_'"_V"!'"."^-^°J".""  "^!"i.^°  ""1  ^  could  not  but  think  that  there  muat 
been  a  feeling  in  their  mind  a  that  it 
obtain  |  *'"''<'  '*  "  difficult  matter  to  give  an  opU 

._ _ ^  _ _  Indem-    "'O"  miliuting  againal  the  ctaima.     Out 

n^fcai'iorrfortheroMoftheir  properly  incurred    of  the  20,283  chests  of  opium  lurrendercd 
by  ihreaii  of  Tiolanea  olhnd  by  panona  undar  '  to  the  Chineao,   five>aixtfaa  or  four-fiftha 


the  diiactioo  of  tiba  Chioast  goiaramant.'' 

With  reference  to  the  compensation 
granted  to  petaons  who  had  sustained  loss 
in  coDsMuence  of  the  measDm  of  Ihe 
Chinese,  tie  would  take  thia  opportnnttf  of 
directing  the  attention  of  Goremment  to 
the  claim  of  Joaeph  Coolidve,  an  American 
citiaen,  which,  from  the  singularitjr  of  the 
rircumstantxs  attcitdtng  it,  and  the  exor- 
bitant aiDount  of  it,  nad  excited  much 
curiosity.     It  waa  aa  fbllowa  :— 

Ddlan. 

(Iffice  furniture       I,<10 

Houae  furaltDre      4,171) 

Watilioba      ».        ...       I  .MO 

Camprador'a  and  •rrvwl'a  rOecla  I,3UU 


lorn  tod  Dof 


10, 


Add  |00pfrceai.fotlMOOventeo<«  tO,3GO 

I^MtofoScp-booki             S,OllO 

IdBiirpriTair-booln         ...        ..  I,P0I> 

Rfpain  of  (be  (actery        ...         ...  >,<N» 

Caab  Ukeo  fniwi  tba  Traaaury,  aboul  1,100 

Making  a  hb  total  of  33,710,44 

lie  should  ha  glad  lo  kmom  on  what  tbe 
claims  of  thia  gentlenaiti  tbe  amount  of 
wkich,  it  a^eutil  fraa  tha  Mum  «f  the 


belonged  lo  nalin  merchants  of  India; 
and  he  would  read  a  letter,  written  by  a 
natirs  mocfaani,  and  which  waa  produead 
in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Malcolmson.  Tha 
letter  waa  aa  fiillotra  :— 

"  Tha  po(»r  aaiivea  are  not  lo  be  blamed  for 
baviog  traded  in  opium,  but  iba  Eaat-lndia 
company,  who  have  io  creiy  way  fuaiercd  the 
trade,  and  ar«  now  drawing  an  immeaie  re- 
venue from  tbe  lame.  You  will  be  aurpnaad 
when  we  tell  you,  tbal  nolwitbuaodiug  all 
that  haa  occurred,  yailarday'i  OoTammeat 
gaietle  contained  tha  oiual  annual  nrodant- 
(lon  for  the  granting  of  pames  lor  the  Malwa 
opium,  and  we  laam  from  Calcutta  Ihal  the 
luprente  govcrnnenl  intend  to  bring  forward 
1^,000  cbeaia  of  Patna  and  7^  cbeaU  of 
Bcnaraa  opium,  now  ready  in  their  godowaa, 
and  that  none  of  the  opium  acenciaa  arc  to  ba 
di  MOD  tinned.  We  ancloae  mr  your  penual 
aa  extract  on  thia  aobjact :— 'Tba  Indian 
government  have  taken  no  itepa  whatever  to 
check  the  tale  or  growth  of  the  drug,  but  con- 
tinue to  draw  jmmeiue  proGta  fnim  a  trade 
that  ihey  pretend  to  call  contraband.  Is  it 
honourable,  ia  it  dignified,  lot  a  govemtneni 
10  foaier  a  Irade  tbai  i*  contraband,  and  by 
which  (beir  anhiecia  will  nliimately  ba  nioed ! 
If  the  Home  GoverameDl  widi,  (bare  will  be 
M  diBcnIty  io  putting  an  entire  Hop  to  the 
trade,  aad  ibarebf  raliave  tbe  poor  aaiivsa 
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who  easily  fall  into  to  seducing,  but  at  the 
same  time  roost  dangerous  trade.  Does  it 
not  appear  ridiculous  that  on  the  one  hand 
Captain  Elliot  delivers  up  20,000  chests,  while 
on  the  other  the  Indian  government  are  bring- 
ing forward  fur  sale  upwards  of  40,000  chests 
more?'" 

Aoothcr  letter,  dated  Bombay,  January 
29,  1840,  written  by  another  native  mer- 
chant, stated, 

*<  If  your  good  nation  does  not  come  for- 
ward,  and  openly  give  some  assurance  for  the 
opium  indemnity,  you  may  depend  that  many 
respectable  men  will  put  an  end  to  their 
lives.  We  have  already  seen  two  instances, 
and  many  more  will  occur  in  the  interior,  as 
men  of  high  spirit  and  ancient  family  cannot 
bear  the  disgrace  of  appealing  to  the  insolvent 
law.  We  are  ourselves  confident  that  the 
Cfovemment  will  ultimately  redeem  the  pledge 
of  their  own  officer,  but  what  will  be  the  use 
when  ihe  mischief  is  done." 

Nevertheless,  a  long  time  had  now 
elapsed,  and  yet  no  relief  had  been  afforded 
to  these  parties.  It  was  stated  in  another 
letter  from  a  native  Bombay  merchant,  a 
man  whose  character  and  conduct  stood  so 
high  that  he  had  been  judged  (it  to  receive 
the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  was  the 
first  native  that  obtained  that  distinc- 
tion : — 

"  The  question  now  rests  between  the  two 
(lovernments  of  England  and  China,  and  it  is 
for  the  former  to  determine  what  course  to 
pursue  for  the  recovery  of  the  property  sur- 
rendered by  her  Majesty's  representative, 
whose  pledge,  we  should  consiaer,  must  be 
binding,  as  else  all  faith  in  the  Government 
will  be  at  an  end.  Our  property  has  been 
peaceably  surrendered  for  the  service  of  our 
Sovereign,  w\  the  unrenerwd  full  pledge  of 
her  Majestv*s  superintendent  that  the  full 
value  should  be  repaid  to  u*(,  and,  in  our 
opinion,  it  now  only  remains  to  hasten  forward 
the  settlement  of  these  uncontested  claims.** 

Tlie  letter  concluded  in  the  following 
terms:— 

"  Had  the  British  Parliament  disallowed  the 
continuance  to  the  com|uny  ni'  the  opium  mo- 
nopoly, and  branded  its  namir  as  contraband 
and  immoral,  then  the  question  would  h.ive 
been  materially  altered,  and  every  man  would 
have  traded  on  his  own  risk  ;  but,  by  the 
course  pursued,  a  pledge  was  given,  which 
must  be  fulfilled,  and  which  we  and  all  others 
are  entitled  to  reckon  upon  without  a  shadow 
of  a  doubt.  We  rest  upon  the  honour  and 
integrity  of  tlie  British  Government." 

He  put  it  then  to  the  Iluu^e.  would  not 
the  renisal  of  ciNnpensation  shake  the  mn- 
tidence  of  every  native  of  India  in  the 
'*  honour  and  integrity  of  the  British  G(h 


vernment"  He  implored  the  Houm  to 
consider  on  what  was  based  the  power  hj 
which  this  country  ruled  over  the  oountleis 
millions  of  India.  It  was  the  power  of 
public  opinion,  and  the  confidence  enter- 
tained by  the  natives  that  this  countrj  waa 
prepared  to  act  with  perfect  Csith  aod 
honesty.  What  was  it  that  had  kept  the 
native  troops  of  India  faithful  in  timet  of 
difficulty  ?  It  was  the  confidence  repowd 
in  the  promises  made  by  the  Govemnsent 
of  this  country,  whatever  party  might  be 
in  oiiice.  What  induced  the  nativca  of 
India  to  come  to  our  courts  of  jaatioe,  and 
feci  a  willingness  to  submit  their  casea  to 
he  judge<i  by  natives  of  a  distant  ooanirj, 
comparatively  ignorant  of  the  uaagea  of 
their  country  ?  What  was  it«  but  a  feeKiig 
of  confidence,  that  by  doing  so,  thej  would 
always  obtain  iustice  ?  They  all  had  had 
recently  to  deplore  the  oocurreace  of 
a  great  disaster  in  India ;  but  bo  appre- 
hended that  two  such  disasters  would  not 
be  so  fatal  to  the  supremacy  of  Eoglaiid  ia 
that  empire  as  any  one  act  which  should 
shake  the  confidence  of  its  nativea,  iu  tho 
"  honour  and  integrity  **  of  the  Britiib  ua* 
tion.  There  was  not  a  district  in  India 
where  many  of  the  natives  would  not  be 
reduced  to  poverty,  unleaa  the  pledfe  gifcn 
bv  Captain  Elliott  were  fiilly  aod  nonour* 
ably  redeemed ;  and  the  present  waa  not  a 
time  for  inflicting  a  blow  on  the  chandor 
of  this  country.  He  must  ooofeia  that  kt 
had  not  met  with  much  cncouragenwat 
on  his  application  on  thu  subject  from  tbo 
Chanixllor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  he  nov 
beggeii  to  appeal  from  the  Chanodkr  of 
the  Exchequer  to  the  hem.  Member  ihr  the 
I *niversity  of  (Cambridge,  in  hiscbamctcr 
of  a  libenil  and  high-minded  tiateaaaa. 
He  entreated  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  to 
1o(»k,  in  that  capacity,  at  the 
ill  all  its  bearings  on  the  faonciiir 
characUT  of  this  counlry,  rather  than  to 
consider  it  as  a  mere  money  qtiestion.  He 
begged  also  to  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord 
who  had  lately  presided  over  the  fisK^ga 
affairs  of  this  country.  He  bad  grant 
pleasure,  not  only  in  bearing  hb  hunridc 
ti*i«timony  to  the  noble  Ix)ras  urfaanilT  ia 
all  official  intercourse,  which  waa  a  talua* 
ble  (juulity  in  a  Minister,  but  in 
ledging  the  value  of  one  of  his  last 
aetH — the  sending  to  China  of  that  dklia- 
guishni  officer,  >ir  H.  Pottinger,  who,  he 
believed  was  admirably  fitKM  to  hriaff 
affiiirs  to  a  settlement  on  a  proper  aaa 
honourable  la>is.  The  lion.  Member 
eluded   by  proposing  the  aMtioa 


Mb 
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he  had  read  at  the  commencemeDt  of  his  to  the  charge  that  opium  was  a  poiioD,  he 

speech.  might  state  that  all  medicioes  takeo  ia 

Sir  G.  S(aunton  seconded  the  motion,  excess   were   poisonous.      Opium   was   a 

He  said,  that  having  taken  a  deep  interest  valuable  medicine.     It  was  a  luxury,  and 

in  the  paiiing  events  in  China,  and  having  no  doubt  a  vicious  luxury  to  consume  it 

formed  a  decided  opinion  on  the  question  in  excess ;  and  then  those  consequences 

submitted  to  the  House,  he  thought  be  would  ensue  which  excited  so  much  hor- 

should    not   be  discharging   his   duty    if  ror ;  but  he  believed  that  nine-tenths  of 

he  did  not  endeavour  to  state  the  grounds  the  people  in  China   who  smoked  opmm 

on    which    that    opinion    was    founded,  consumed  it  in  moderate  quantities,  and 

If    he    had    any   bias    or    prejudice  on  were  perfectly  able  at  all  times  to  perform 

the  subject,  previous  to  investigating  the  their  ordinary  business.     The  opinion  he 

matter,  it  was  adverse  rather  than  other-  had  expressed  with  reference  to  the  opium 

wise  to  the  claims  of  those  parties.    VVhen  trade  had  been  entertained  by  committees 

he  had  the  honour  of  holding  office  in  of  both    Houses   of    Parliament,   and  it 

China,   he  never,  directly  or  indirectly,  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  if  the  trade 

gave   support  or  encouragement  to   the  did  bear  the  odious  character   by  some 

opium  trade.     But  he  could  not  hesitate  imputed  to  it,  that  the  Legislature  would 

to  express  his  opinion,  that  no  abstract  not  have  openly  prohibited  it.  On  the  12th 

view  which  might  be  taken  of  the  policy  of  of  May,  1840,  the  Duke  of  Wellington 

encouraging  or  discouraging  that  trade  said, — 

ought  to  deter  the  House  of  Commons       «  I  sat  as  a  Member  of  a  committee  of  the 

from  doing  justice  to  those  British  mer-  House  of  Lords,  to  ioqaire  into  this  amongst 

chants  who  had  received  a  sort  of  sanction  other  branches  of  trade,  and  I  remember  that 

in  carrying  it  on.     The  warmest  opponenU  evidence  was  received  on  the  subject.    It  was 

of  the  opium  trade  might  take  an  example  V'*?  ^^i^'  Uiat  this  very  trade  in  opium 

t^      *u  ^         ^    A  i.^  41.-  D  •••  u  should  be  contmued.    Questions  were  put  to 

from  the  course  pursued  by  the  British  ^u^esses  whether  trade  could  not  be  extend- 

Parliaroent  on  the  great  question  of  slave  ^^  ^ut  more  particularly  io  thU  very  branch, 

emancipation.     Those  who  most  strongly  the  trade  of  opium  ;  and  in  the  report  of  the 

condemned  the  system  of  slavery,  did  not  cmnmiitee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  it  is 

shrink  from  discharging  the  obligation  by  particularly  observed,  that  it  was  desirsble  that 

which,  under  the  then  sUte  of  things,  they  »i  •»»o»l«l  ^  continued.    Really,  then,  under 

felt  themselves  to  be  bound  to  the  slave-  ^^^  circumstances,  it  i»  rather  hard  to  c»me 

•  .*  .u  _  .  dowoupon  these  men,  and  tell  them, '  I  ou  have 

owner. ;  .nd  they  K«'*  «h»m  •  compeo-  ^^^  .^P'^,^^  ^f  ^^j.^,,  h,;,  ^„  ^^ 

••tion  of  not  lew  than  20.000,000/.  ster-  „„„  „(  ,hi,  g^al  mitfortune,  and  you  shall 

ling.    On  a  iimilar  principle  he  advocated  therefore  hare  no  redrew.'    Thai  is  a  course  to 

the    granting    of    compensation   to    the  which  I  for  one  ncrer  can  b.  a  party." 
owners  of  opium,  and.  more  eapecially.  the       ^he  superintendenu  of  trade  acted  upon 

tranafemng  inlo  their  hands  of  the  in.taU  ,„^.,,  ,e„,;„,e„t,.  This  was  the  case  under 

ment  of  money  which  had  been  receded  j,,^  ,,,„,j  ,„j  disastrous  adminbuation  of 

from  China.     But  it  would  be  an  injustice  Lord  Napier,  the  6rst  superintendent.  Mr. 

to  the  opium  trade  to  place  It  on  the  same  y,,;,    ,[,^  .^^^j  superiDtendent.  con- 

footiog  as  slsTery.     It  was  easy  to  de-  tinned  to  discharge  hU  functions  with  skill 

nounce  the  trade  as  smuggling,  and  stig-  ^,„,  judgment,  as  might  be  expected  from 

matize  opium  as  a  poison :  but  enlightened  ,,;,  |i„g%,perience  in  China.     He  did  not 

slatemen  would  not  be  carried  away  by  ^^^„^  ifhis  duly  to  gife  an  opinion  upon, 

such  language.    They  would  inquire  wh*.  ^^  to  originate  any  interference  with,  the 

therornotit  was  founded  m  justice.  With  opium  trade,  but  lefk  it  as  he  found  it. 

respect  to  the  charge  of  stnuggling.  he  ,,1^  g.  Robinson,  howefer.  went  further, 

must  obserre  that  that  trade  had  not  only  „^  considered  the  trade  of  importance  and 

been  earned  on  with  the  connirance  of  the  .,^^^^^  ,„  ^  ^„„,      ,„j  ^„  ^ 

officer,  of  the  country  mto  which  the  „,i,„„ce.     He  went  and  mided  for  a 

opium  was  imported,  from  the  highest  to  considerable  time  in  the  focus  of  the  trade, 

the  lowest  station. but  the  article  bad  even  (,„  ,^^  „,,  February,  1836,  he  said.- 
been  conveyed  in  their  own  vessels.    The       ,,  „        ,.  .  ;         .    n  •    .i. 

trade,  therefore,  could  not  be  fairly  and  ,::^'^Z'^1^:t^'ZX^'^. 

justly  called  a  smagghng  trade.      Mere  ^^^^  j,^,  Majesty's  Government  direct  us  to 

paper  prohibitions  were  not  sufficient  to  prevent  British  vessels  engaging  in  ilie  traffic, 

give  it  that  character.  Then,  with  respect  we  can  enforce  any  order  to  tluit  eflect.** 
VOL.LXI.    {2S)  2C 
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derotioa  which  few  men  would  havt  th«  op« 
portuDitv  of  ihowiog,  and  probably.  Mill 
fewer,  if  thcj  had  the  opportunitj«  would  hava 
shown." 

Tliose  wordtatronglyei pressed  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  opinion  that,  in  the  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  in  which  he  bap* 
pened  to  be  placed.  Captain  Elliott  had 
exercised  a  sound  and  wise  discretion.    If 
that  were  so,  the  claim  of  the  mercbanti 
to  indemnification  must  at  once  be  admit- 
ted.   He  was  unable  to  adduce  a  derlara- 
lion  from  any  Member  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, similar  to  that  of  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington ;  but  the  course  they  had  pursaed 
proved  plainly  that  tliey  concurred  in  the 
noble  Duke*s  opinion  of  Captain  Elliott's 
conduct.    The  late  Government  proosoted 
Captain  Elliott  to  a  higher  office,  and  en- 
trusted  him   with   the  conduct  of  moat 
difficult  and  important  negotiations,  and 
subsequently  appointed  him  to   another 
situation  in  a  different  part  of  the  world, 
which  appointment  had  been,  if  be  were 
not  misinformed,  confirmed  by  thepreaenl 
Administration.     All  anteceocnt  circam- 
stances,  therefore,  as  well  as  all  conaeqnent 
acts  of  the  British  Government,  had  made 
Captain    Elliott's    pledge   binding  npcM 
the  nation.     It  was  a  confirmation  of  thnt 
pledge  that  this  country  had  fitted  oat  nn 
expMlition  to  China,  one  of  the  objects  of 
which  was  stated  by  s  noble  Lord,  then  n 
Member  of  the  Government,  to  be  Ibo 
obtaining   of  satisfaction  for   the  cIsihm 
of  the  mt'rchunts  who  had  gi?en  op  their 
0|iiuin.     Now,  in  his  opinion,  the  stx  mil- 
lions  of  dollars  paid  by  the  Chinese  sutho* 
rities  at  Canton  ought  to  be  considered  as 
the   first   instalment  of  the   payment  of 
thus<i  claims.     In  the  papers  which  had 
been  laid  before  Parliament  relative  to  iho 
payment  of  the  sii  millions  of  dollarSt 
it  appeared  somewhat  doubtful  what  was 
the  precise  object  for  which  the  OMtney  was 
paid  ;  but  certainly,  the  general  teooor  of 
the  correspondence  would  seem  to  indioato 
that  it  w.is  iiitvntled  as  an  indeainiScalaoo 
to   the    opium   nuTchants.      In  Captain 
Hiliutt*s  letter  to  Viscount  Palmcraloa  ho 
found  the  foliuv^ing  passage:^ 


Captain  Elliot  wrote,  on  the  27th  Jnly, 
1836  :— 

*'  It  has  been  a  confusion  of  terms  to  call 
the  opium  trade  a  smugging  trade.  It  was 
formerly  a  prohibited  trade,  hut  no  part  of  the 
trade  of  thi^  country  had  the  more  active  sup- 
port of  tlie  local  aulhoiities." 

On  the  1 0th  of  October,— 

''  We  are  in  expectation  of  soon  receiving 
the  final  orders  from  Pekin  for  the  legalization 
of  the  opium  trade.** 

On  the  2nd  of  February,  1837,— 

**  Tlie  imports  of  opium  last  year,  on  account 
of  our  merchants,  amounted  to  nearly  eighteen 
millions  of  dollars,  being  about  one  million 
above  the  whole  value  of  the  tea  and  silk  ex- 
ported during  the  same  period.'* 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1839,— 

"Tlie  immense,  and,  it  must  be  said,  unfor- 
tunate increase  of  the  supply  during  the  last 
four  years,  and  the  continual  drain  of  silver, 
have  no  doubt  greatly  alarmed  the  govern- 
ment." 

On  the  6th  of  April,— 

"  Before  the  arrival  of  the  high  commis- 
sioner, I  had  steadily  considered  the  expedi« 
eocy  of  formally  requiring  all  the  British  ships 
engaged  in  the  opium  trade  to  sail  away  from 
the  coast  of  China ;  but  the  objections  to  that 
measure  were  very  strong,  and  the  result  has 
proved  that  I  took  a  sound  view  in  refraining 
from  it." 

It  would  have  been  impossible  for  Cap* 
tain  Elliot  to  have  anticipated  the  extra- 
ordinary conduct  of  Commissioner  Lin, 
and  for  which  the  Chinese  government 
itself  had  furnished  no  precedent.  The 
Brttinh  merchants  naturall?  considered  the 
pledge  which  Captain  Elliot  gave  to  l>e 
conformable  with  the  general  tenor  of  his 
instructions.  With  reference  to  this  point, 
he  would  make  another  citation  from  the 
very  high  authority  to  which  he  had 
already  alluded,  that  of  the  Duke  of  Wei- 
lington.  The  noble  Duke,  s|>eaking  of 
Captain  Elliot,  said, — 

*'  When  he  came  to  thi«  oxtrfmity  of  star- 
vation,  when  he  and  the  whole  population 
were  disircMeil  for  subkitteoce,  he  prwuilcd 
on  them  lo  give  up  the  opium,  and,  taking 
it  111  the  name  of  her  Majesty,  he  undert<Mik 
to  pay  for  that  which  he  had  thuii  got  from 
ihcm.  Hut  then  he  bad  no  auihoriiv,  hv  un 
<  )rilor  in  (^ouncil,  to  enable  him  lu  pt* rfnrni  Ihis 
!ker>ic(.*.  He  performed  it  at  his  own  ri»k,  and 
this  country  and  hrr  Maje^t)N  (•ovwiiiiicbI 
owe  him,  1  think,  a  debt  of  gr^iiiude,  ihal  he 
did  perform  thu  service  at  his  own  risk  :  aud 
by  so  doing  be  acted  with  a  courage  and  self. 


"  I  also  rccciveil  the  sam  of  17,T50 
vi\ujk\  lo  '25.00U  dollars,  lieing  in  satislaetiao  of 
the  lo«i  rccasiont-d  hy  the  destructioa  d  Iba 
S|iani<«ii  hrig  Uilbaiiio:  the  Spanish 
sioiivr,  Svnor  lUli-oii,  having  e«] 
n-adinesN  to  n'c*-iv.'  that  »uro,  it  f 
I  am  only  i-iiuhled,  my  Lord,  bf  ibis  very 
hunted  ucxaMon  lo  slate  to  year 
bntHy,  iliai  I  was  content  to  raeiiso 
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for  1,099,713  2-9  dollars,  with  a  view  to  the  '  a   tranalation   of  the  report  of  the  com- 
relief  of  the  Iloiig  merchants  from  immediate  I  mander^in-chief  of    the  Chinese  forcea, 
pre^iure,  at  great  inconvenience  to  the  whole  '  ^nd  it  coDtained  this  passage  :— 
trade  ;  for  1  found  that  the  authorities   had  i 

cast  upon  them  more  than  a  million  of  the  '  "I  made  inquiry  from  the  barbarians ;  they 
IMiyments,  upon  the  pretext  of  duties  and  all  s^id  that  several  millions  of  taeh  for  the 
charges  due  to  the  government.  I  have  taken  surrendered  opium  had  not  been  yet  paid, 
a  bond  from  the  Kwang-Chow-Foo  upon  the  and,  therefore,  requested  the  sum  of  a  million 
l>ehalf  of  the  govemmeni,  for  the  satisfaction  of  taeU  in  liquidation  thereof,  and  then  would 
of  all  losses  occasioned  by  the  destruction  of  immedianly  witlidraw  and  retire  ouuide  the 
the  factories ;  and  the  Co-Hong  have  rendered  Uogue.  To  this  I  agreed. " 
themselves  responsible  for  the  pureiiess  of  the  ||  appeared  to  him,  therefore,  that  the 
silver,  in  addition  to  my  own  personal  declara-    ^^ijenc^  ^^  i„  f^^^^  of  the  opinion  that 

t.on  to  the  Sy*";;;;*"' (7*;;^ ^^^^  the  money  surrendered  at  Cantoii  was  paid 

in  writing,  as  soon  as  1  have  leisure),  that  it     .    .    ,       •'.^       .         -  ,  ,^ 

will  be  held  responsible  for  any  deficiency  m  inUemnification  of  the  opium  merchants, 
arising  either  from  inferiority  of  standard,  or  It  was  painful  to  allude  to  the  misfortunes 
short  weight.  80  far  as  we  have  l>een  able  to  which  had  lately  befallen  us  in  India  ; 
judge,  there  is  no  room  for  representation  upon  .  but  he  could  not  avoid  expressing  his  con- 
the  subject."  ;  currence  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  his 

Captain  Senhouse.  writing  to  Captain  |  *^^"-  F"en<i.J»>al  't  was  of  peculiar  im- 

Elliott,  said :-  '  P?^^*"^«  «'.  *^*.  P'^»^,  "P^™^^  «^*^  ^ 

.  should  not  impair  one  of  the  main  sources 

-The  articlsj  themselves  make  no  mention  ^f  ^^^  ^^^^  {„  ^^^^  country.     The  sta- 

of  the  money  being  paid  as  a  ransom  fur  the  ^^y  ^f  ^^^  ,„jj^„  ^^  .^  depended,  first, 
town,  nor  is  any  mention  made  of  these  con-  ^{^  l-u.l.-^./'J 

ditions    being   Confined  to  the  province  of  on  the  sense  which  the  natives  enlcrUmed 

Kwangtung.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  well  known  of  our  power,  and,  secondly,  in  their  con- 

that  the  Chinese  authorities  extended  your  fidence   in   our  good    faith    and  honour. 

ExcelleD€y*s  former  declaration,  that  the  Kng-  Without  exaggerating  our  recent  mbfor* 

lish  wanted  nothing  but  trade  on  the  old  foou  :  tunes,  or  doubting  for  a  moaienl  that  the 

iog.  to  the  further  settlement  of  a  de6nitive  !  energies  of  the  country  would  enable  oa 
peace,  although    in  your  Excellency  s  own  ;         jj,    ^         j^  ^y^        ^^    ,^  „  i^  ^ 

understanding,  the  arrangement  was  limited  ^     ,  ^  .      .»*i.      li^.u-u        lj 

to  Canton;  a^d  the  Commissioner  Kwang  in  proudcr  situatioo  than  tkal  which  we  had 

his  private  letter  said,  that  you  have  stated  pwiously     occupied,     he.    nevertheleas. 

that  your  nation  wanted  nothing  but  trade  on  must  say  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance 

the  old  footing,  and  invited  you  to  commence  that  nothing  should  occur  at  the  present 

negotiations  for  a  definitive  peace  The  sum  to  moment   to  shake  the  confidence  which 

be  given  up  being  similar  to  the  sum  offered  jIj^  people  of  India  leposed  in  our  good 

to  be  given  for  opium  and  the  introduction  of  f^-^^      ^   ^^„,^   ^    recollected    that   a 

the  affuir  of  the  '  Bilbaino,'  unite  in  inducing  ,  u       r  .l        .-         1 1  a-  u 

to  an  unprejudiced  and  uninformed  person,  large  number  of  the  natives  of  India  wouU 

that  the  arrangement  is  more  intended  for  a  ^^5  absolutely  ruined  if  they  did  not  ob- 

general  pactficatioo,  which  would  appear  a  tain   indemnification  for  the  loasea  they 

very  poor  compensation  for  all  the  insults  and  sustained.    One  or  two  of  those  unhappy 

injunes  we  have  received,  than  an  acknow-  persons   had   already   committed  suicide, 

ledgment  of  the  vanquished  to  the  conqueror  y^der  these  circumstances,  he  Uusled  the 

in  the  hour  of  victory.     I  therefore  beg,  for  j,^^^  ^^^^,j  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^      ^^„j^  ^ 

the  information   of   my   commander-in-chief  .         .,         i-  r  .-.      l*  u  .u       —  1 

•na  their  Urddiip.  of  the  Aamir.Hy.  to  know  '«""   '^l'  "'"^  ^  ^^'^  ^''   '""i^''^ 

whether  the  arrangement  is  decidedly  a  ran-  entitled. 

som  for  the  city  of  Canton,  to  save  it  from  the        Sir    O,   Larpent  said,  that  perceiving 

consequences  of  legal  warfare;   leaving  out  this  opium   discuaaioo   had  already  pro- 

enureljT  the  question  of  remuneraUon.  com.  j^^  ^  soporific  effect  upon  the  House, 

Jr<:;'S:;!:::>rtoT^^^  JewoddT  long  occupriU  attention.; 

^    ^  but,  at  the  same  time,  owing  to  the  poei* 

He  had  seen  in  the  public  papers— and  lion  which  he  occupied,  and  having  been 
he  had  every  retaon  to  believe  il  was  long  connected  with  the  China  and  East 
authenUc-^-the  Chinese  account  of  the  India  trade,  he  felt  that  he  could  not  give 
matter,  and  it  waa  aurprising  that  that  a  silent  vote  upon  this  occasion.  The 
document  was  not  comprised  amongst  the  question  lay  in  a  very  narrow  compass, 
papers  which  had  been  submitted  to  Par-  |  His  hon.  Friend,  the  Mover,  had  stated 
liament  by  the  QovemmenL  The  docu- '  the  terms  upon  which  Captain  Elliott  had 
oaeot  to  which  be  alluded  profeaaed  to  be   induced  the  attbfacla  of  her  Majesty  to 

2C2 
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g^ive  up  their  property.  Suflficient  pro* 
minency,  however,  had  not  been  given  to 
the  fact,  that  the  merchants  at  Canton 
were  the  agents  for  persons  at  Bombay 
and  other  parts  of  India.  He  begged  the 
House  to  consider  the  situation  in  which 
those  merchants  were  placed.  Captain 
Elliott  issued  the  following  public  notice 
to  British  subjects.  [The  hoii.  Mem- 
ber again  quoted  the  proclamation  of 
March  27,  1839,  quoted  by  Mr.  Lindsuy.] 
If  the  mci chants  had  not  siirrendored 
their  opium  when  thus  urged  to  do  so  by 
the  representative  of  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, they  would  have  been  respon- 
sible for  it  to  their  principals  in  India. 
The  merchants,  therefore,  acting  in  good 
faith,  gave  up  their  opium.  What,  sub- 
sequently, had  been  the  conduct  of  the 
British  Government  towards  Captain  El- 
liott ?  The  late  Government  was  composed 
of  his  political  friends,  and  he  was  sure 
they  would  not  shrink  from  stating,  that 
as  far  as  they  could  express  an  opin- 
ion, they  approved  of  Captain  Elliott's 
conduct,  and  accepted  the  responsibility 
which  that  officer  had  assoned  in  iheir 
name.  That  being  the  case,  the  merchants 
were  entitled  to  claim  indemnificatioa  from 
the  British  Goverament.  It  was  import- 
ant to  ascertain  how  far  the  present  Go- 
vernment adopted  the  views  of  their  pre- 
decessors with  respect  to  this  question. 
In  all  the  communications  which  he  had 
held  with  the  late  Government  upon  the 
subject,  he  had  ex|)erienced  the  most 
marked  attention,  and  a  similar  spirit  had  | 
been  evmced  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  with 
whom  he  had  had  an  interview.  The  ques- 
tion being  one  «hich  was  deeply  interesting; 
to  the  natives  of  India,  to  whom  the  largest 
portion  of  the  debt  was  due,  he  had  tcit  - 
that  no  exertion  on  his  part  ought  to  lu*  - 
wanting  to  bring  the  case  fully  before  ihf  i 
Government,  and  for  that  purpose  he  had, 
and  others  had,  sought  and  obtained  an 
interview  with  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  lit* 
had  taken  a  minute  of  what  occurred  at  the 
interview,  not  for  the  purpose  of  binding 
the  Ministers  down  to  particular  exprrg- 
sions,  but  in  order  to  be  able  to  counnu- 
Dicate  the  general  purport  of  his  observa- 
tions to  the  parties  intereste<].  That  mi- 
nute he  would  read  to  the  House. 

"A  deputation,  contittini;  of  J.  A.  Smith,  i 
J.  II.  Paln.ir,  i;.  Lyall,  .M.P.  for  the  (  ily,  . 
ami  (-ti:«iMuan  t»f  the  VjxM  India  0>ni|».iii>,  :iiid  I 
llly^«lf.  \«aite«loii  ihe  Karluf  .Xbenlern,  lo  ^u-  : 
d«avuui  to  get  the  GoverniDent  to  apportiuu  a  1 


part  of  the  six  million  dollars  taken  from  tht 
Chinese  towards  the  opium  suffereis,  repr»» 
sen  ted  by  us,  and  truly  so,  as  chiefly  nalivtSp 
Parsees,  and  others  of  Bombay  and  Calcalta. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  received  us  very  wall,  and 
stated  that  one  of  the  acknowledged  ob}acU  of 
the  instructions  to  Elliott  was  thecompeosAliiMi 
for  opium;  bat  that,  from  an  ambiguity  ia 
Elliott's  despatches,  it  was  not  clear  wfatclMr 
the  money  was  for  that  object  or  as  a  ransom  for 
Canton.  He  further  observed,  thai  the  Go* 
vernment  considered  a  part  at  least  as  dnriu 
of  the  Crown,  and  to  be  applied  as  usual  lo 
the  captors,  army  and  navy;  that  it  was,  how- 
ever, only  a  first  instalment,  it  being  the  obfcct 
of  the  armament  to  get  more  from  the  Chinaao  : 
and  that  it  would  be  within  the  discretioo  of 
Government  to  deal  with  the  money,  beyond 
what  might  be  appropriated  to  the  captors  bo- 
tween  the  Government  to  pay  expenset  aod  thm 
opium  suflerers-^thc  hills  of  Elliott  lor  iho 
bought  opium  having  been  paid.  Findiof  ibo 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  so  well  inclined,  iaprMn^ 
him  to  get  ■  portion  of  the  six  millions  awarded 
to  opium  sufferers,  and  he  admitted  the 
ableness  of  our  request,  and  promised  to 
suit  the  Treasury,  and  recommended  the 
pliance  with  our  wishes  to  the  Treasury," 


In  consequence  of  what  had  fallen  fr 
the  Esrl  of  Aberdeen,  letters  had  beta 
written  to  India,  informing  the  ownera  of 
the  opium  that  his  Lordship  waa  aboiit  lo 
recommend  the  Treasury  to  pav  ibtn  a 
portion  of  the  sum  due.  Under  thcao 
circumstances  it  appeared  to  be  abiolately 
imperative  upon  Parliament  to  rive  aft 
assurance  that  those  persons  ahonhf  reeaivo 
immediate  indemnification.  A  larfe  anm 
had  been  paid  by  the  Chinese  at  Canton. 
and  he  was  willing  that  the  captors  ihoold» 
in  the  first  instance,  be  paid  out  of  ir,  bat 
the  residue,  he  contended,  onghl  to  be 
immediately  handed  over  to  the  opio« 
merchants.  He  had  cheerfnily  responded* 
as  lie  believed  almost  every  man  in  the 
lluuse  had  done,  to  the  appeal  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  recently  made  lolho 
country,  to  enable  the  Govemmeot  loaor* 
mount  the  financial  difficulties  which  at 
present  existed ;  but  we  had  civil  oa 
well  as  militsry  interests  to  provide  fbr, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  as  ioeosiheBt 
upon  Parliament  to  maintain  the  hoooor 
am)  integiity  of  the  country,  aa  to  aphold 
our  thM*it  and  armies,  lie  trusted  that  Iho 
Members  of  the  late  (jovemmeot  wooM 
distinctly  express  their  opiniona  oo  ihia 
occasion,  anil  if  they  should  declare  ihot 
pait  of  the  niuney  received  at  Canton 
oui:ht  to  be  paid  to  the  opiom  ner- 
«'hunt«,  he  ho|M*d  the  present  CioveioflWat 
would  act  in  acrordance  with  that 


OptHm  SeUed  (y 


{March  M) 


No  financial  difficuliiei  ouglil  lo  prccciit  '  that  the  honour  of  the  cnuotrj  had  been 
(be  Government  from  doin|;  jutiice  lo  (he  |  pledged  to  make  a  payment,  on  account  ol 
naiive*  of  India.  Let  it  not  be  »upiK»ed  the  ^iuro  aeiccd  in  China,  out  of  the  fundi 
that  onlj  a  few  Urge  raerebanli  were  in-  which  had  been  recently  placed  at  the  dia- 
temted.  No;  the  great  man  of  the  poaal  of  the  Oorernmetit.  The  hon.  Mem. 
native  Indian  trvdert,  pcrwni  who  were,  bcr  who  opened  the  diacuMioo  said,  that 
on  every  account,  entitled  to  iheiympathj  )>c  considered  the  honour  of  the  cnuntiy 
and  protection  of  Parliament,  wert  the  wa»  distinctly  pledged  to  meet  thowcUima; 
principal  luffcren.  He  had  formerty  heard  *>"'  >^"  hon.  Gentleman,  throughout  the 
hard  oamei  applied  to  pcrioai  engaged  in    ^rhole   course    of    his    speech,    dititiDctljr 

■  --oided  referring   to   the   point   put  for. 

the    Address  —  whether 


the  opium  trade;  but  it  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  it  was  a  trade  recognised  by 
the  Eatt  India  Company,  who  actually  had    ^"""^'  °'  t*"*    county   was   pledged 

ettsblitbed  a  board  for  the  collect'  ■   """'' '" *  "'"       '*"  '""'*'  """ 

ihereveiiuearitingfromit.  The 


ke  a  payment  out  of  the  funds  i 
he  dispunal  of  the  Crown.     That  « 


made  respecting 'the  cvlli   re.ulting  from  question  to  which  he  should  address  him- 

Ihe  use  of  opium  were  greatly  eiaggeratcd.  *'^'  ■"•'   "P^,  *'"<;''   ^^   House   would 

He  beliered  that  it  wa*  more  a  question  t"*    *" /f't',     ^'    *°    •"•"    V^"^ 

of  finance  than  of  morals:    and  that  the  ^'"T^  "^  ^^'^  Governmeot    was  J»l«iged_ 


observaiio 


by   those   who   conducted    the   attain 


Sycee    ailver  oo/.ng    out  »plai<.cd  the    <-<•;<«""".'■   "^^   t^'T    "•■,"'"  "^ 
™..„j.   „f  .(,„   i,~.;iM„  „f  ,1,-  i-k; under  consideralioB,  he  knew  of  no  public 


grounds   of  the   hostility  of  the  Chinese 
governoBcnt  to  the  trade. 

Sir  C.  Napitr  observed,  that  CaptaJ 
Elliott  had  been  led  rre<|uently  by  hi 
enterprising  spirit  to  place  himself  in  situ 
ation*  of  danger  »ithou(  cause.  As  to  tli 
delivery  of   the   opii 


declaration  beyond  what  (he  noble  l^ord 
(Liirxl  J.  Russell)  had  made,  which  had 
been  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sandwich  (Mr.  Lindsay),  and  in  which  he 
distinctly  stated  the  objecta  fur  which  the 
,  ,     .        ,1  oi>eratinos  acainst  China  were  conducted, 

the  aLiibority  of  I  .{.j^^^  arranidnenU  which  it  would  be  do- 


deemed   binding;  and  the  other  commis- : 


e  brought  to  a  conclusion. 


I  opcrat 


sioner.  then  the  prmcipsl,  ought  to  have  ,  j^^-,  eiprwsioiis  were  recorded,  and  ho 
been  applied  to.  But  he  strongly  desired  j  ^^^^  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  could 
(o  urge  the  claims  of  the  ofBcen  and  men  ^  ^  jheir  accuracy,  he  betng  present 

engaged    m   the   capture   of   Canton,   (o  1^  the  time.     They  were  as  follows:— 
whom  be  was  sorry  to  find  the  pal(ry  dole  ' 


"The  hon.  Gentleman  hai  aiked  me,  whit 
e  (he  oliJeeU  of  the  prepirationi  (that  was 
ilh  Tererencc  to  the  war  in  China),  I  can 
ily  slate  Ihein  very  generally.     la  Ibe  firxt 


a  year's  pay  bad  been  tendered — for  the  I 
nrst  lime,  he  believed,  since  (he  two  ser-  i 
vices  had  been  in  existence — it  having  !  _  _ 
always  been  the  practice  to  give  the  cap-  I  place,  they 
tors  a  large  share  of  (reasora  taken.  He  iniuUi  and  inji 
hoped,  (herefore,  that  whatever  steps  Rii^bt  I  her  Majesty 'i  Superintendent,  and  her  Uajea. 
be  adopted  in  respect  to  the  merchants,  '/»  •"bjecW,  by  the  Chinese  Government.  In 
-    ■         —  •     •  ti,e  Kcond  place,  theyarc  to  obtain  lor  the  mer- 

-    -  with  Chin 


lb*   claims   of  (he  officers  and  the  men  i 


,  .      ,  I J       .  ■  chaols  tradinB  with  China  an  iDdammnntion 

engaged  m  the  ciplore  wonld  not  be  over-    f„,  .^^  ,„,  „f  ,,,,;,  p„p,„y,  j^ur^d  by  the 


looked  or  disregarded, 


violence  offered  by  penons  acting  under  the 


The  CAaMctUor  of  Ike  Esckeqiier  could  ]  direction  of  the  Chinese  government.    And, 
asurw  the  hon.  Member  for   Nottingham,    m  'he  !»>  pl«ce,  (hey  are  lo  obtain  security 
(Sir  G.  Larpent)   that   whatever    might    '"  f"'"'*  J"'  "^^  per«.ni  »nd  propef(y  of  tba 
be    the    difSnlties    of   the   country,    or    8"-'' «»»"«" '"d'- *>1' t-h--" 
whatevcr    the    amount   of   the    demands 


Britiih  lubjecM  trMing  with  Chini 
That  was  the  pledge  which  m 


I  given  by 


advanced   was  one   which   the   honour  of  have  to  consider  whether  it  imposed  any 
the   country    was    pledged    to   discharge,  'obligations  upon   the  country,  out  of  the 


he  should   be  the  last   individual  i 


tiie    limited  means  derived— not  from  the  Cbi- 

Guvemment,  but  merely  from   the 

particular  city  in  the  Chinese 


Houae  lo  offer  oppoution  to  the  demand. 

If  be  could  not  agree  to  the  motion  of  hii . 

boD.  Friend  (Mr.  Liodaar)  oo  this  occa-   empire,  to  make  the  payment  which  it 

■!(»,  it  wu  bcctiue  Iw  wo  not  eoatian,  I  wu  the  object  of  the  pmcDt  motion  to  get 
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made.    The  hon.  Gentleman  who  0|ieDcH 
the  debate,  and  other  hon.  Gentlemen,  had 
argueil  that  Captain  Elliot  was  the  agent 
of  the  Gorcrnment,  that  he  was  investc<l 
with  great  powers  as  Buiierintendcnt  in 
China,  that  in   his  capacity  of  Su|ierin- 
tendent,  he  made  a  demand  upon  certain 
British  metchantR,  that  they  should  sur* 
render  to  the  C'hinesc  gorcrnuieut  a  large 
pro{)erty  that  hail  been  coasigncd  to  tlieni 
ior  disDosal  in  China,  and,  that  upcm  the 
surreDaor  of  that  property,  he  gave  them 
an  assurance,  that  he  took  it  on  bt>half  «»f 
her    Majesty's  Goremment.      The   hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Marylebone  (Sir 
C.  Napier)  had  truly  stated  to  the  IIoum! 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  parties 
stood  at  that  moment.     Our  British  mer- 
chants   had   been  imprisoned;  their  pro- 
perty was  in  tlie  power  of  the  ChiiK^sc; 
tliey  themselves  were  in  prison ;  they  were 
ia  the  greatest  fear  for  their  lives;    they 
ivcre  in   apprchensiou,  that  the  pro|)erty 
they  hail  with  them  would  be  seixMl  by  the 
Chinese.  Q"  So,  no,"']  He  could  shew,  fnmi 
the  |»a|>crs  presented  Ut  I'arliameni*  that 
they  were  in  fear  for  their  lives,  and  that 
they  had  creat  |iart  of  their  pro|)erty  with 
them.  In  tiiis  situation  of  danger,  or,  at  least, 
of  diiKiulty,  Captain  I'Jliot,  with  feelings 
which  did  him  honour  ah  a  pntfessioual 
man,  seeing  and  belierin^f,  tliat  tlie>e  indi- 
viduals  were   in    a  dangenKis   HituatiiMi, 
went,  at  ^veat  risk  to  his  own  life,  li»  umxt- 
tain  the   |KMition  in  uhich  those  |ii'rsi»ns 
were  placed,  and  share  with  them  the  risk 
of  captivity  and  life.    In  this  |iainful  situa- 
tion, the  merchants  bUL-cceded  in  nersiiudiiig 
Cuptaiii  Klint,  that  he  uas  tailed  n|Min  and 
WNK  hiiiind  to  take  the  f>pium  fmm  thtni 
on    U»half   of    the    British   (loveruiiient. 
He  admittcfl.  that  (*apiaiii  K11i«»t  did  this, 
and  that  he  did  give  a  pledge  (»n  the  part 
of  the  ( lov^rnmeiit.     'I  hen  it  was  argiieil 
by  hon.  (icntlemcn  f>|»posite,  that  the  pub- 
lic (»flicer,  having  given  this  a.ssurana*.  and 
having  given  this  pledge,  the  (itivernnient 
Were  iMwitively  btiund  to  abide  by  it,  and 
that  the  refuMil  to  ^anction  that  |>le«lgi*  m» 
given  was,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
a  vinlatipii  of  the  gtKxl  faith  and  honour  of 
the  c<»untry.     In  that  argument  he  by  nu 
nii'an>  agreed,  and  in  siying  ihiN,  he  did 
not  ixjiri>s:4    IiIh   own   (tpiiiiim   alone,  and 
ih.it  of   the  (•overnnient  now  in    |Miwer, 
but   the  opinion    aluo    of    that    Govern- 
ment  i»hicri   they    hail   Mi(-ii>e<led ;    for  if 
Captain    Klliot's  engagements   made  un- 
der the    circunistanivs   to  which   he  had 
alluded^  were  so  binding  ou  tlie  country, 
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that   they  could    not  be   deputed  tinm 
without  a  breach  of  faith,  lie  would  ask  oa 
what  grounds  it  hapficned,  that  whas  t&w 
bills  drawn  on  the  Treasury   were  pra- 
sented    for   acceptance   they   wcta   pio» 
teste<l,  and  the  partiaa  told,  that  tlioaa 
bills  would  not  be  honoured  at  malurttv-— 
that  Parliament  had  not  been  adviaed  to 
place  money  to  meet  these  bills  at  t&w 
disposal  of  tfic  Crowu.     If  Captain  EMiot*a 
guarantee  was  sufficient  to  authoriie  Am 
payment  of  any  bills  which  It  might  ha 
necessary  for  him  to  draw — the  quaitioa 
Wiis  as  o|icn  for  detrition  at  the  time  whra 
tho9«e  bills  were  protested,  as  it  ia  noar. 
But   as    to   the   pledca    stated  to  have 
been  given  on  this  subject,  by  the  noUe 
I«ord,   which   he   hail    alnmdy  stated  tm 
the  House,  was  these  equally  obligplorjr. 
Thiise  pledges   were,   that    the   countrj 
should   obtain  reparation  for  the   injury 
which  the  (*ountry  hail  sustained  in  iM 
treatment    of    her    Majesty's   8ul)|}cGt»— 
that  compensation  should  be  made  to  her 
Majesty's  suliering  subjects,  and  that  the 
ex|tenm*s  consequent  upon  the  expeditm 
to  China  ifhould  lie  re|Hud  ti>  this  oountry  hy 
the  government  of  (.*hina.     Thcae  were  tM 
ohjei*ts  for  which  the  war  in  China  was 
undertaken  ;  and  these  were  objccta  whick 
those  Mho  were  res|Muisible  for  the  war  had 
tt)  secure.     The  ple«lge  of  the  noble  Latd 
and  of  the  then  Goremment  as  to  the  !•• 
demnity  to  the  opium  holdiTs,  clearl]^  had 
ivterence  tf»  the   |N*riiid  when   hoaiiKtiea 
were  to  be  termiiwtett.     1'he  pledge 
that  when  Intstilities  terminated 
tion  should  lie  made  fiir  the  lomea  aaa* 
taiiied  by  thow  who  had  been  engaged  m 
tiailing  with  China;  but  no  pledge  waa 
given  that  the  ciHiiitry  was  out  of  ita  ova 
fiiiidN  i»r  funds  uhich  were  applicable  aod 
liable  for  the  pur|Nwes  of  tlie  war  int  to 
make  thai  jmyment  to  the  merchanta 
were  sufferers.  The  successes  of  our 
had  placid  us  in  a  situation  to  oontml 
of  the  cities  of  the  (liiiH*se  empire  ;  that 
nty  had  consented  to  make  a  |iaymeat  to 
the  Briti^^h  power,  in  the  sliapeof  a  ranao■^ 
ill  i>rder  to  save  the  pro|icrties  of  the  people. 
That  sum  did  not  come  within  the  cate- 
gory of  a  coiniiensation  given  by  the  Chi* 
iie»e  government  at  the  termination  of  hoe* 
tilitie:*  to  this  country.     No,  it  waa  an  io* 
4lividiial    omtribution    of   an    indiridoal 
place,  and  that  money  was  no  mora  avail- 
able for  the  purposes  of  indemnity  to  tho 
merchants,  than  any  military  cootrihothMi 
or  K-izure  of  stores  or  artillefr  Biade  hi  tho 
course  of  military  opecatioof.    Tha 
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stood  in  this  siluatinn,  and  in  no  other. 
What  had  been  the  cry  of  those  who  were 
de«*ply  interested  in  those  transactions 
which  had  taken  place  in  China?  What 
had  they  pressed  upon  the  Government  ? 
Why  they  had  pressed  upon  the  (tovcrn- 
ineot,  that  the  war  should  be  pnisectited 
with  vigour,  with  energy,  and  with  firm- 
ness ;  that  their  claims  might  then  be 
settled.  That,  he  contended,  was  the 
tenor  of  the  roemcirials  of  the  merchants 
concerned.  One  of  those  memorials  had 
been  signed  by  the  boo.  Member  ftir  Not- 
tingham, and  the  boo.  Member  for  Chi- 
chester. That  memorial  urged,  that  the 
|>resent  military  unerations  in  China  should 
be  followed  up  with  the  greatest  possible 
vigour,  in  order  that  the  compeotation  re- 
quired for  the  country  and  for  themselves 
might  be  obtained,  in  the  course  of  the 
war,  a  contribution  in  the  nature  of  that 
derived  from  the  city  of  Canton  has  beeu 
obtained,  and  the  Government  were  now 
told  that  they  were  pledged  to  ftirbear  ap- 
plying it  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the 
war  with  rigour.  He  thought,  that  no 
man  would  say  tlicrc  bad  been  anything 
like  a  breach  of  faith  in  the  course  which 
tlic  Government  had  pursued.  Tlie  en- 
gagement distinctly  made  to  pay  the 
merchants  was  one  which  was  not  to 
n>nie  into  force  till  the  termination  of 
hostilities.  Those  hostilities  had  unfor. 
tunately  not  terminated  ;  and  on  apply- 
ing whatQiad  been  obtained  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  war,  the  Government  were  tak- 
ing the  most  efiectire  means  of  prosecuting 
it  *'  with  vigour,  with  energy,  and  with 
firmness,**  as  had  been  recommended  by  the 
hou.  Ctentleman  himself;  and  as  they  car^ 
ried  on  the  war  without  greatly  adding 
to  the  burdens  already  borne  by  the 
pei»ple  of  this  country,  so  we  had  a  greater 
prospect  to  brinff  it  to  a  successful  ter- 
mination. On  these  grounds  he  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  accede  to  the  motion 
of  his  bon.  Friend  near  him.  The  motion, 
mofreover,  was  coudied  in  terms  whidi,  if 
be  were  disposed  to  caril  at  tenns  on  a 
question  where  the  debate  was  rather  on 
principle,  and  not  on  words,  be  could  not 
agree  ts.  The  tenor  of  thb  resolution  was 
to  assume  that  tbii  money  bad  been  re- 
crivrd  froaa  the  Chinese  government. 
Throughout  tbs  resolution  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman slated  that  the  sum  of  money  was 
received  from  China,  and  that  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  sum  ss  received  the  House 
was  hound  to  BudBe  good  the  csmpsnsa- 
tknils the OMTchaato.    TlHseiiws|HNnls 


on  which  his  hon.  Friend  wu  mistaken 
as  to  the  facts.  The  money  was  not  re- 
ceived from  the  Chinese  government.  It 
was  not  a  payment  made  by  the  govern- 
ment of  China  for  the  termination  of  the 
war  now  going  on.  It  was  a  ransom  paid 
for  property  captured  in  the  progress  of 
the  war,  available  in  the  first  instance  for 
the  remuneration  of  the  captors,  and  ap- 
plicable to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the 
war  with  vigour  and  efiect.  As  regarded 
the  ultimate  satisfaction  of  the  opium 
merchants,  the  House  were  not  in  a  situa- 
tion to  decide.  The  Government  had  in- 
stituted inquiries  as  to  what  was  the  real 
value  of  the  property  which  had  been 
given  up  under  the  acts  of  Captain  Elliott, 
he  saw  by  papers  which  had  been  laid 
before  the  House,  that  this  opium  was 
estimated  at  1,200  dollars  per  chest— there 
was  none  valued  lower  than  500  dollars ; 
this  was  an  enormous  amount  to  demand 
from  China,  before  any  step  was  taken  to 
settle  claims  of  this  kind,  it  was  indis* 
pensably  necessarv  to  know,  beyond  a 
doubt,  what  was  tne  renl  value  of  opium  at 
the  moment  this  surrender  took  place* 
I'hey  should  also  know  whether  the  mer- 
chants did  not  derive  advantages  from  thn 
additional  value  given  to  other  parts  of 
their  propertv  equivalent  to  the  loss  on 
that  destr«»yeo,  or  surrendered  to  Captain 
Elliott ;  and  whether  the  price  contracted 
for,  whilst  Captain  Elliott  was  under  du* 
ress,  be  the  price  at  which  compensation 
ou^ht  to  be  mnted  }  He  did  not  ask  this 
information  in  order  to  shrink  from  any 
demand  which  might  honestly  be  made 
upon  tliat  House ;  but  he  was  sure  the 
Houie  would  agree  with  him,  that  they 
were  bound  to  tjuce  into  coosideratian  what 
was  the  value  of  the  commodity  surren- 
dered, even  if  he  admitted  the  principle 
that  this  countrv  was  bound  to  make  re- 
stitution. And  be  must  say,  that  circum- 
stances bad  come  to  his  knowledge  which 
made  him  confident,  that  the  amount  of  the 
claim  made  far  exceeded  the  value  which, 
under  reasonable  circumstances,  could  be 
considered  right.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
follow  the  bon.  Gentleman  through  the  dis- 
cussion as  to  the  propriety  of  the  opiu  m  trade, 
or  to  enter  into  tne  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  contended  that  that  trade  was 
immoral  or  moral.  That  was  no  part  of  the 
question  before  the  House.  The  question 
at  issue  was,  whether  they  should  address 
the  Crown,  in  order  to  enable  the  executive 
to  make  over  to  these  dealers  the  whole 
sf  tke  moDSj  which  had  been  leoeived  for 
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for  ibc  liquidation  of  this  peculiar  claim^ 
and  an  advance  was  now  made  Ko  these  mer- 
chants, the  money  so  obtained  hereafter 
from  the  Chinete  government  by  treaty 
would  have  to  be  repaid  to  the  comoli- 
datcd  fund,  in  satisfaction  of  the  demand 
for  the  relief  of  these  parties.    Wheu  they 
(the  late  Government)  were  in  offioe«  ap- 
plications were  made  to  them  more  than 
once  to  recommend  an  advance  out  of  the 
conftolidaied  fund  for  the  temporary  relief 
of  the  claimants,  with  the  understanding 
that,  when  the  amount  to  be  advanced 
should   be  recovered  from    the  govern- 
ment of  China,  it  should  be  repaid  into 
the  consolidate    fund.     The   late  Go* 
vemment,  however,  declined  to  accedn 
to  this   sugestiou ;    they  did    not    think 
it    consistent    with    their     public    6mlf 
to  recommend  to  Parliament  to  lay  that 
burden  upon  the  public,  nor  was  it  a  pro* 
position  which  they  thought  Parliament 
would  entertain.     But  this  case  was  diflar* 
ent.  There  was  now  a  sum  recovered  from 
the  Chinese  people  by  the  operationaof 
our  forces  on  the  Chinese  station  ;  and  hn 
thought  it  would  be  perfectly  fair,  aa  no 
additional  burden  wonid  thereby  be  en* 
tailed  upon  the  British  nation,  that  tbia 
money  should  be  applicable  to  the  relief 
of  those  who  were  sufferers  by  the  evenU 
out  of  which  the  war  had  arisen.   IlseeoMd 
to  him,  there  was  a  wide  distinction,  in  fact 
and  in  principle,  between  calling  upon  tbt 
(iovcrnnient  to  advance  money  out  of  the 
revenues  of  the  country  aud  applying  as 
profiosed  the  money  obtained  by  the  ope- 
rations of  war,  those  operations  being  car- 
ried on  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  cooi- 
pensation  and  reparation  for  the  injnriat 
and  losses  which  have  been  sustained.     Il 
was  well  known,  that  these  parties  waio 
cricvous  sufferers.     It  might  be  perfiectly 
true,  that  some  uf  them  might  have  ob* 
tained  rom|)enaation  by  the  increased  price 
at  which   they  afterwards  sold  opium  ia 
their  iubsec|uent  transactions,  but  a  Inrgt 
number  of  I  hem  had  never  had  any  avb* 
sequent  dealings,  and  had  therefore 


the  ransom  of  C»uton,  or  whether  they 
should  abide  by  the  pleilgc  of  the  former 
(iovcrnment  tn  pros>ecute  with  vigour  the 
o|>eratioiis  agiiinst  China  until  we  should 
arrive  at  a  settlement,-»that  settlement 
being  indemnity  for  the  charge  and  ex- 
pense of  our  expedition  against  the  Chinese 
empire,  the  irmcmnity  of  the  opium  owners 
to  the  amount  to  which  they  were  entitleil, 
and  reparation  for  past  injuries ;  and  se- 
curity for  the  future.  These  were  the 
views  which  he  was  disposed  to  take  upon 
this  rjuestion ;  and,  entertaining  thctie 
views,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  sup- 
port the  motion  of  his  hon.  Friend. 

Viscount  Palmcrslon  said,  that  having 
been  officially  identified  with  this  ques- 
tion, he  presumed  the  House  would  not 
think  it  very  unnatural  that  he   should 
wish  to  express  his  opinion  on  the  present 
occasion.     He  was  far  from  thinking  this 
a  question  of  right,  but  he  did  think  it 
might  be  one  of  discretion  and  policy, 
lie    was   not  prepared   to  say,  that   the 
claimants  had  any  right,  founded   upon 
the  pledge  made  by  the  late  Government, 
upon  which  they  could  make   out   their 
case  on  the  present  occahion.     Undoubt- 
edly, the  pledges  given  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment were,  as  had  lM:en  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  her  Majesty's 
Government   would   take    the    necessary 
steps  to  obtain  from  the   government  of 
China  the  value,  whatever  it  might  be,  of 
the  opium   which  those  parties  hud  been 
compt^lled   to  give  u[i ;  and   he  ^Wls  aUo 
prepart-d    to   agree   with  the    rii;ht    hon. 
Gentleman,  that  the  value  of  the  opium 
remained  yet  to  be  aKcrtaincd.     But  he 
owned  he  thought  that,  as  a  question  of 
discretion — of  fair  liberality,  her  Majesty's 
Government  would  be  acting  properly  in 
accedinz  to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sandwich  (Mr.  Lindsay).     Itwa«  |M;r- 
fectly  triir,t)iut  this  money  was  not  obtained 
by  tri-aty  from   the  g(»vernnient  ot  China, 
aii<l  therefore  was   not  (without  the  con- 
sent of  Parliament)  strictly  applicable  to 
the    ri'hef  of    these    fiersons.       He   was 

per  tret  ly  aware,  that  by  law  the  money  received  any  compensation  in  increftied 
nuiM  lif  paid  into  the  consolidated  fund,  prices,  and  therefore  it  was,  he  was  of  opiB* 
and  that  it  would  require  a  vote  of  that  •  ion,  that  if  the  late  Government  had  beta 
Ilousr  to  enable  the  (iovernmint  to  draw  in  oflicc  nhen  this  mmiey  was  placed  ni 
It  out  ot' the  conM)lidated  fund,  and  apply  the  disposal  of  the  British  Governmenl, 
it  to  the  r chef  of  these  partirs.  lie  was'  he  should  have  been  inclined  to 
aUo  awarv.  that  if,  upon  the  ttrminalion  mend  to  Parliament  the  propriety  of 
of  thf  war,  the  Chinese  govtrnment  were  [  abling  the  Government  to  apply  the  OMOCy 


to  yield  to  the  demands  made  upon  them, 
and  were  to  make  over  a  sum  of  money 


provisionally,  for  the  purpose  of  relieviof 
the  daimi  of  parties  froin  whom  the 
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was  extorted,  lie  would  not  go  into  those 
other  topics  which  had  l>eeo  adverted  to 
by  those  who  had  spoken  in  reference 
to  those  transactions  which  had  placed  this 
money  at  the  disposal  of  the  OoTernment. 
He  could  not,  however,  himself,  with  the 
opinions  which  he  entertained,  conclude 
without  again  expressing  a  hope  that  her 
Majesty's  Government,  upon  further  con* 
sideration,  would  think  that  without  any 
dereliction  of  duty,  they  might,  by  the 
measure  proposed,  relieve  a  great  deal  of 
individual  distress.  He  trusted  that  our 
operations  in  China  would  be  attended 
with  that  success  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  justly  anticipated,  and  that  the 
whole  amount  demanded  from  the  Chinese 
government  would  in  the  end  be  obtained ; 
and  he  considered  that  an  advance  of  a 
temporary  nature  might  in  the  mean  time 
properly  be  made,  by  which  many  indi- 
viduala  would  be  saved  from  great  and 
severe  privations  and  losses. 

Mr.  3f.  Philips  observed,  that  many 
parties  had  been  greatly  aggrieved,  and 
It  was  neither  just  nor  expedient  that 
they  should  be  allowed  to  remain  with 
their  grievances  unredressed.  As  there 
was  now  a  large  sum  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  he  thought  that  it  ought  to 
be  applied  in  doing  justice  to  individuals 
who  had  suffered  in  consequence  of  giving 
way  to  the  recommendation  of  Captain 
Elliott,  acting  on  his  responsibility  as  a 
public  functionary.  He  wished  to  know^ 
if  the  armament  now  operating  against  the 
Chinese  did  not  prove  successful,  whether 
the  present  Government  would  hold  them- 
selves responsible  for,  and  eventually 
make  good,  the  losses  which  had  been  sus* 
tained  ?  It  was,  he  conceived,  the  duty 
of  Great  Britain  to  place  her  merchants 
in  that  high  position  which  would  not  allow 
the  Chinese  people  to  thiuk  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  for  a  moment  hesitate  to 
make  good  the  losses  of  those  merchants. 

Sir  O,  Larpeni  in  explanation,  said, 
that  the  valae  put  upon  the  opium  was 
od  an  improper  value,  for  Captain  Elliott 
in  his  certificate  stated,  that  there  was 
a  distinct  understanding,  that  the  value 
should  be  determined  in  such  manner  as 
was  hereafter  to  be  defined  bv  the  Govern- 
ment. The  merchants  had  throughout 
acted  with  strict  band  jMes,  and  nothhog 
could  be  fairer  than  their  conduct. 

The  ChoMC^Uor  qf  tk§  Exchequer  rose 
to  say  t  few  words  in  eiplanation.    The 


hon.  Member  for  Manchester  had  sup- 
posed him  to  have  said,  that  he  (Mr. 
Goulburn)  had  no  fears  as  to  the  early 
termination  of  the  war  in  China.  He  had 
not  expressed  such  an  opinion,  though  he 
had  every  reliance  in  the  gallantry  and 
enterprise  of  the  officers  and  men  who 
were  engaged  in  China ;  but  he  had  never 
undertaken  to  *give  an  opinion  upon  the 
early  termination  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Jardine  was  at  a  loss  to  see  what 
claims  the  Government  had,  except  those 
which  were  founded  upon  the  claims  of 
the  merchants.  If  any  similar  caose  arose 
in  which  the  East  India  Company  was 
concerned,  there  could  be  no  doubt,  that 
the  tribunals  of  the  country  would  at 
once  settle  the  dispute.  It  was  the 
poverty  and  not  the  will  of  the  late  Go* 
vernment  which  prevented  their  making 
compensation ;  but  now  the  cupidity  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  kept  back 
the  money.  In  his  opinion  nothing  was 
clearer  than  that  the  merchants  ought  to 
be  compensated  before  the  expenses  of  the 
expedition  were  taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  A,  Smith  thought,  that  people 
ignorant  of  the  forms  of  business  in  that 
House  could  come  to  no  other  conclusion 
than  that  this  was  a  triumph  of  the  strong 
over  the  weak.  It  was  avowed,  that  an  agent 
of  Government  had  committed  a  certain 
act,  and  though  that  act  had  not  been 
confirmed,  it  was  evident,  that  if  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  dav,  when  the  expedition 
against  China  had  been  tent  out^  had 
continued  in  power,  the  merchants  would 
have  been  paid.  But  this  the  present  Go- 
vernment, backed  by  a  strong  majority, 
refused  to  do.  If  he  had  rightly  col- 
lected the  meaning  of  the  right  hon. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  mer. 
chants  had  nothing  to  expect,  unless  a 
suflicient  sum  could  be  collected  from  the 
Chinese  government,  not  only  to  indemnify 
the  merchants  for  their  losses,  but  also 
for  the  costs  incurred  by  the  expedition. 
The  costs,  moreover,  it  appeared,  were  to 
be  paid  first.  This  was  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  this  country,  that  it  had 
been  put  forward,  that  one  of  the  chief 
objects  of  a  great  military  expedition  was 
to  obtain  money  to  pay  the  costs  of  that 
expedition.  The  announcement  of  the 
Government  of  the  day  gave  the  mer« 
chants  a  right  to  expect,  that  the  first  ob* 
ject  of  the  expedition  woaM  be  to  repair 
the  losses  incnrred  bj  British  tabjects. 
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Mnd  ID  his  opinion  m  departure  from  that 
rule  would  be  a  violation  of  the  faith  on 
which  the  exptMJitioD  had  been  uniler- 
laken.  The  right  lion.  Chancellor  of  lh» 
Eichequer  had  madt  MHDe  remark*  on 
the  valuation  of  Ihe  opium  that  had  been 
■ciied.  It  appeared  to  him  moat  ex- 
Iraordinary  that  the  ri(;lii  boR.  Gentleman 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxcbequer)  ahould 
have  indulged  in  anj  enpreiaiona  against 
Die  claims  of  the  opium  merchanta,  wiili- 
out  pievioui  inquiry  into  the  circumstancei 
under  which  thoM  ctaima  were  preferred. 
Ho  hoped,  that  the  time  wa«  not  distant, 


upon  thia  aubjcct.  He  had  no  kuowUdgi 
wnatcfer  upon  the  matter  beroad  wM 
lie  bad  learnt  from  the  papen  priatad  fcr 
the  information  of  the  Houae,  asd  frnm 
what  he  had  heard  arithin  the  walli  of  tlw 
Houie.  He  had  had  no  intercMirw  wha^ 
ever  with  any  individual  inlercaled  in  tka 
claim.  Strictly  speaking, 
claim  waa  not  a  legal  om  ;  h  _ 

it  must  ba  admitted  to  have  much  wewht 
in  equity.  Whether  Captaia  EllioU  M 
power  under  the  inatnictwaa  derivad  fwwm 
hia  Ciovernment  to  pledge  the  cradit  of  tha 
country  waa  a  quMtian  upon  wUdi  much 


pcrbapa    tka 
tMt  he  tlMMght 


wheu  the  ronduct  of  llie  meichauU  would    ''«'^»  ^»'l  "i*"  i   ^«\  ^^•'  «  "f^i 


be  made  public  in  every  particular.  All  be 
could  aay  at  the  present  moment  was(aad 
he  spoke  without  the  intereil  of  one  tingle 
farthiDg  in  the  queation),  thai  from  all  he 
had  seen  and  heard  of  the  conduct  of  ihi 
gentlemen  iniereitcd  in  the  opium  seized 
«1  Canton,  it  was  imposiible  to  conceive 
any  thing  more  leaTchin);  or  saiiifaciory 
than  the  inquiry  which  they  had  courted 
upon  the  subject.  He  believed,  that  the 
conduct  of  those  gentlemen  was  far  beyon 
the  rcHch  of  any  insinuation  that  tli 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  coiild  ihcow 
out  against  them,  and  he  could  only  eX' 
press  his  sincere  regret,  that  that  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  allowed  himsell  to 
indul^  in  obaervations  which,  whatever 
the  estimation  in  which  ihey  might  tte 
held  in  that  House,  might  pouibly  bemis- 
unitertlood  elsewhere. 

llic  CAaRcef'or  of  the  EjcheijHrr  would 
be  sorry  if  any  obtervnlion  had  fallen  from 
him  ralculalMi  to  give  pain  to  the  partiea 
iiitvri-sted  in  this  qucstiou.  When  he 
i|>okc  of  the  value  of  the  opium  that  had 
been  teixcd,  he  spoke  only  of  what  must 
be  obvious  from  the  proceedings  in  the 
courts  of  India,  where  Ibc  amount  of  value 
awarded  was  infinitely  less  thau  the 
ainuunt  cUimed. 

Mr.  /.  A.  Xmilk  explained  the  circum- 
slancea  under  which  the  award  of  the 
courii  ill  India  had  been  made. 

Kir.  C.  H'tliiami  U'ynn  with  much  diffi- 
culty, and  only  by  the  aid  of  (he  gcntli'- 
uen  iii:ar  hiui,  rose  on  lits  legs. 

Mr.  UktLill  moved,  that  the  right  liun. 
Uenllenian  be  allowed  to  speak  silting. 

Mr.  C.  JC.  li;yHH  a«urcd  the  lion.  Ceo. 
tleman  that  such  an  indulgencv  was  un- 
iHxfaaary.  He  bad  been  rcluclant  tii  Hm 
until  he  had  aaccrtained  the  views  nf  the 
laic  u  well  at  of  the  preicut  Guvcmmcnti 


Dot  be  disputed,  that  he  was  bald  Ibrik  to 
the  ChincM  and  to  I  be  Britiah  wrrchaito 
in  India  at  the  repraacnutiva  of  tha  Britiih 
Government  at  Caotoo.  In  that  cwacitjr 
he  pledged  the  faith  of  the  Britiafe  G^ 
veroment  for  the  value  of  a  certain  qau- 
tityof  opium,  which  lie  (Mr.  WyaB)BB- 
dcrstood,  as  well  fruni  the  papen  bid  apea 
the  Table  w  from  the  atatcaiaala  Mada  is 
the  House,  was  not  at  the  timn  in  tha  paa> 
Bcsaion  of  the  Chiueae  governm^t,  hisl 
which  Captain  Elliult  caused  to  be  letaavad 
from  Rritish  tcsscIs  aud  placed  in  the  m^ 
todr  of  the  Chiuese  curomiMoaer.  Ha 
could  not  help  thiokin^  that  tba  Brilah 
Goi-emmeDt  was  committed  by  thia  act  af 
its  repreKUtative.  As  regarded  the  asoaay 
paid  under  the  omveution,  and  tba  Bodb 
of  applyinc  wbiih  fiirmed  the  lulieGk 
matter  of  the  nrcacnt  motion,  it  nppearad 
that  Captain  Llliuit  in  this  paiticuUr  aha 
had  ai-tcd  as  the  representative  at  th* 
Dritisli,  and  in  the  character  of  a  BirttU 
.Minintcr.  If,  in&tcad  of  negotiating,  that 
e.rKnOlli)  i>f  dollara  thuuld  be  paid  to  tim 
Itritith  (•nvemment,  it  had  been  weed 
that  romjiensaliiHi  bi  that  amoaat  Midi 
be  given  to  the  Hritish  merchanta  wboM 
property  had  hern  nirrendered,  tlMt* 
would  be  no  doubt  that  the  uerchaata 
would  have  a  priority  of  chum  hafcf*  aM 
other  pOTona.  Aa  the  matter  atoad  lha 
money  had  been  paid  into  the  coanoliriMad 
fund,  and  to  that  fund  no  doubt  it  teflally 
and  siriLilv  belonged.  The  daima  af  tha 
trouju  and  aramen  engaged  in  tba  teirioa 
upon  a  Kuii)  of  money  so  nbtained  ooaM 
nut  be  disputed.  It  was  dae  to  thcas  im 
the  same  way  as  aalvige  waa  diw  la  tbaaa 
who  Rartd  property  from  ^ipwit^  Tte 
troops  and  senmen  had  the  firtt  dais  *pM 
the  iniiue)-,  and  he  highly  approvad  af 
giting  them,  as  Ihe^' 
put  uf  the  a 


key  bad  noaifaa  aona 
Thaa  attM  tha  fM*> 
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tiofi  M  to  the  apnro|iriatHNi  of  the  ro- 
mainder,  whether  it  should  be  applied  to 
the  eKpenies  of  the  espeditioo  engaged  io 
the  proaecutioo  of  hoBtiIitie«  afaiost  China, 
or  to  the  liquidation  of  the  loaaet  sustained 
liy  the  merchants,  whose  property  had 
been  seised.  It  appeared  to  him  tliat  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  latter  was 
rather  a  oucstioo  of  time  tlian  of  right. 
No  one,  ne  apprehended,  would  dispute 
the  right.  The  point  to  be  determined 
whether  tliey  should  be  indemnified 


was,  wi 


for  their  lotscs  now,  or  at  the  termination 
of  the  war.  In  a  strict  legal  sense,  it 
might  bt  doubtful  whether  the?  could  put 
furward  a  claim  to  be  paid  at  the  first  no. 
ment ;  but  he  certainly  wished  that  aome 
adfance  could  be  made  to  them.  He 
owned  that  he  felt  a  strong  interest  for  the 
merchants  of  India ;  and  he  thought  it  of 

Cat  importanoe^-their  property  hating 
n  surrendered  at  the  instance  of  the 
British  superintendent,  and  with  the  dis- 
tinct understanding  that  they  should  be 
indemnified  for  their  losses  that  tlie  com* 
pensation  to  which  they  were  equitably 
entitled  should  not  appear  to  be  unneces- 
sarily delayed.  He  would  rather  that  the 
motion  now  before  the  House  should  not 
be  pressed  to  a  division,  but  that  the  sub- 
ject should  be  left  to  the  further  considenu 
tion  of  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  who,  be 
ho|ied,  would  take  an  early  opportunity  of 
paying  to  the  merchants  a  part  of  their 
com|>msation,  with  an  assurance  that  the 
remainder  should  follow  as  soon  as  the 
war  was  closed. 

Sir  li.  Peel  could  have  no  other  motire 
for  taking  any  part  in  the  debate  than  an 
aniiety  to  show  the  House  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  must  desirous  to  do  that 
which  was  just  to  the  parties  who  were  claim* 
ants,  oa  the  one  hand«  and,  on  the  other, 
U}  do  justice  to  that  other  party  whose  in- 
terest in  such  discussions  at  that  before 
the  House  were  ever  neglected—the  people 
of  England,  There  were  ever  too  many 
in  that  House  like  his  hoo.  Friend,  who 
looked  too  fiivourably  upon  the  case  of 
claimants  such  aa  those  whose  case  was 
under  disctisstoii  |  but  he  trusted  that 
there  was  a  considerable  minority  in  that 
I  louse  not  interested  in  the  opium  claims, 
and  whose  constituents  were  unconnected 
with  them,  who  might  form  their  judg* 
ments  upon  the  sulgect  oKiily  and  dispaa. 
.Monately.  The  question  waa»  was  it  right, 
that  having  realised  a  certain  sum  on  ac- 
count of  the  ransom  of  a  dty,  it  should  be 


opium,  supplied  cm  an  emergency,  or  ap* 
pJied  to  the  due  proMscution  of  the  war* 
undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
satisfaction  and  compensatioa  for  that 
opium  ?  Tlie  principles  on  which  that  war 
was  conducted— the  ol^ectt  with  which  it 
had  been  begun—had  been  declared  by  the 
late  Ciovemmcnt.  They  were  fully  declared 
in  a  spcoch  made  by  tlie  noble  Viscount  op* 
posite  (Viscount  Palmerston),  who  being 
Sftked  with  what  oiijecta  the  war  had  been 
undertaken,  made  answer, 

"The  hnn.  Gentlemen  uks  roe  what  are  the 
objects  art  the  preparations  making  for  tke 
Chiua  eiptdiiiouf  I  will  answer  the  hoo. 
Gentleman  very  itoerally.  Io  the  ftnt  place, 
it  it  undertaken  in  order  to  obtain  reparation 
for  the  insults  sod  injuries  offered  to  her  Ma- 
iesty*s  superintendent,  and  her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects by  the  Chinese  government;  in  the 
second  place,  to  obtain  redress  ibr  breaking 
the  treaty,  and  indemnification  for  the  loss  of 
property  sustained  by  her  Majesty*i  subjects 
in  China  ;  and,  in  the  last  place,  to  obtain  se- 
curity for  the  future  for  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  her  Majesty's  subjects  resident  In  or 
trading  with  China.*^ 

In  the  first  place  it  was  to  obtain  re- 
dress for  insults  and  injuries,  not  for  com. 
pensation  for  the  opium.  If  the  Houaa 
were  of  opinion  that  coni|iensation  for  the 
opium  was  due  in  the  first  instance,  wh? 
not  vote  the  whole  of  the  money  necessary  r 
Why  not  vote  1,500,000/.  or  3,000,0002. 
due  to  the  merchants,  and  trust  to  the 
success  of  future  operations  for  ita  repay- 
ment to  tlie  exchequer.  If  they  were  to 
apply  or  appropriate  money  received  aa 
tnc  ransom  of  a  citr  to  the  indemnification 
of  these  losses,  on  the  same  principle  why 
not  apply  the  credit  of  the  Treasury ->a 
treasury  which  was  now  empty?  Surely 
if  they  applied  the  principle  which  his 
right  hon.  Friend  had  been  contending  for^ 
it  would  be  eqtudly  just  to  rote  the  whole 
sum,  and  trust  to  the  success  of  our  future 
hostilities  for  its  repavnicnt  to  the  Treasury 
the  cases  were  parallel,  and  rested  on  the 
same  grounds.  Were  the  Government  to 
follow  the  advice  given  by  hk  right  hoo. 
Friend,  were  they  to  appropriate  the  money 
received  for  the  ransom  of  Canton  to  repay 
part  of  the  losses  of  these  merchants,  then 
they  ought  to  follow  it  up  by  taking  it 
upon  the  Government,  or  rather  to  nmik* 
tim  British  pe^^ple  pay  the  whole  indemni* 
fication  to  the  merchaata :  and  if  the  anM 
of  her  Maksty  failed,  which  was  what  be 
could  not  for  a  moment  believe  jposaible, 
but  supposing  we  fiuiad  to  obtain  full  ooni« 
ptntatioiii  iMi  tke  low  WM  la  Ml  upon 
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the  British  people.  That  was  one  point 
that  he  hoped  the  House  would  bear  in 
mind  on  coming  to  a  decision  upon  the 
motion  of  his  hon.  Friend.  It  had  been 
said  that  Captain  Elliott  had  pledged  the 
Government  to  compensation ;  but  did  the 
House  forget  that  the  Gorernment,  under 
whose  instructions  he  was  acting,  never 
admitted  that  responsibility;  that  thej 
repudiated  the  whole  transaction,  and  that 
they  refused  to  honour  the  bills  he  drew 
upon  them.  There  was  no  doubt  the 
merchants  acted  under  an  impression  that 
the  su|)erintcndent  was  warranted  in  de- 
manding the  delivery  of  the  opium,  for 
what  said  Captain  Thackcry,  who  was 
one  of  the  suflercrs.  In  his  evidence  he 
said— 

"  Ttic  morning  I  left  China  I  saw  Captain 
EllioU.  I  then  got  his  receipt  from  him,  and 
he  then  slated  to  me, '  You  will  gut  your  pro- 
perty returned  in  ynn  as  soon  ai  you  arrive  in 
Knffland.'  I  said,  *  1  hope  it  uill  be  so.*  lie 
said, '  No  doubt  about  it.'  1  said,  '*  I  con- 
ceived  there  would  be  no  loss  to  the  Govern- 
ment.* lie  s:iid,  '  In  fact,  we  could  be  paid 
for  it  now  if  we  like«l.'  *  <^.  lie  held  out  lo 
you  the  expectation  of  receiving  the  money 
fur  your  opium  immediately  u|K>n  your  arrival 
here?~A  positive  expectatiun.*' 

There  was  no  doubt  Captain  Elliott 
thought  he  was  acting  under  his  instruc- 
tions, but  ihc  Government  who  gave  him 
those  instruct  ions  had  never  recognised 
his  authority  in  the  matter.  They  refuM.-d 
to  |»ay  his  bills,  and  siid  the  source  of  |Niy- 
nicnt  was  to  make  the  ('hinese  govera- 
mont  responsible  for  the  payment  of  the 
opium.  The  lion.  Gentleman  opptisite 
(Mr.  Janline)  had  said  the  suiHTinteiident, 
l*aptain  Klliott,  did  not  act  under  any  M»rt 
of  restraint;  that  he  was  a  fret;  ugi*nt» 
and  at  no  one  moment  in  danger  of  his 
life ;  that,  in  fact,  he  waji  nut  uciiug 
timler  any  durance  in  that  engagement. 
Now,  what  said  Captain  Elliott  of  the 
compulsion  under    which  he  wa.s  acting. 

"I,  Charles  Kllioi,  Chief  Superintendent  <tf 
the  trade  of  British  subjects  in  (.'hina,  pri^cntly 
forcibly  detained  in  Canton  hy  the  provincial 
Government,  together  with  all  the  merchaiitii 
of  mv  own  and  the  other  furcigii  nations  set- 
tled here,  without  supplies  uf  fo<*d,  deprived 
of  our  servants,  and  cut  uflf  from  all  intercourv? 
with  our  respective  countries  viiolwiihitanding 
my  own  official  demand  tu  be  »et  at  liberty,  so 
that  I  muht  act  without  restraints  have  now 
received  the  commands  of  the  High  Comnns- 
sioner,  issued  directly  to  me,  under  the  seaU 
of  thi  hon.  officers,  to  deUvcr  over  luio  his 
bands  all  the  opiam  held  by  the  people  of  my 


country.    Now  1^  the  said  Qutf  SupariDUnd*   into  the  daima  ought  lint  (o 


eiit  thus  constrained  from  paramount  motivnp 
affecting  the  s:ifety  of  the  lives  and  libtrty  of 
all  the  foreigners  here  present  in  Canton,  and 
by  other  very  weighty  causes,  do  hereby,  in 
the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  her  BritaBoic 
Majesty's  (lovemment,  enjoin  and  requirt  M 
her  Majesty's  subjects  now  present  in  CaatODt 
forthwith  to  make  a  surrenaer  to  roe  for  lh« 
service,  8cc." 

That  was  the  nature  of  the  restraiDt  un* 
der  which  he  acted  in  demanding  the  ddi* 
very  up  of  the  opium.  Now,  what  wm 
the  point  in  isstie  between  them?  The 
Government  did  not  refuse  to  reonnba 
the  claims  of  the  dealers  in  opium.  Thej 
did  not  refuse  compensation.  Not  at  all ; 
but  they  said,  there  ought  to  be  a  full  in* 
uuiry  into  the  whole  of  the  claims.  [Mr. 
Lindiatf  :  The  parties  are  most  anxUNts  to 
hare  a  full  inquiry.]  Tliey  wen  aniioos 
to  have  an  inquiry,  but  they  winted  to 
hare  the  money  first.  They  sakit  **  Lst 
us  have  an  inquiry,  but  let  us  hare  an  io* 
stalmcnt  now."  But  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  it  would  be  a  more  regular  procBed 
ing  to  admit  the  claim  cooditionaUy»  to 
institute  an  inquiry,  and  pay  the  Qonej 
afterwards.  The  cost  of  the  expcditioa  to 
China  had  Iwen  l,500.(i()0/.  already:  km 
estimated,  that  1,0(K),(XXI^.  more  would  h« 
required  for  the  present  year.  The  war 
would  be  pn»secuted  with  the  ulmoet 
vigour  in  onler  to  bring  it  to  a  apeedy 
termination.  They  happened  to  have  got 
m«ist  unex|iectedly  the  ransom  of  a  citj; 
the  question  wsui  whether  it  waa  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  vigorous  proaecution  of  tut 
war,  or  to  the  indemnification  of  the  par* 
tics  whose  opium  had  Iwen  given  up  to  tho 
( iiinesc  <j(»verninent  If  it  were  adnitlcd 
as  he  lielieved  it  was  by  all,  that  the  claiaa 
for  indemuificatioii  was  upon  the  ChioeH 
Cflovernmcnt.  then,  he  thought,  it  would 
be  lietter,  that  the  money  should  be  applied 
to  an  earnest  and  vigorous  proaecutioQ  of 
the  war,  wi  that  it  might  be  brought  to  aa 
speedy  a  c<mclu^ion  as  iNwsible,  and  that 
the  whole  sum  might  be  recovered.  If 
they  were  determined  to  adopt  a  diflerent 
aiursop  then  it  would  be  neccsaary  for  then 
to  vote  another  million  to  satisfy  tho 
claims— it  would  U*  absolutely  ntciwiij 
t<i  do  !u»  whatever  the  financial  diflkultica 
might  Iw— theymtist  take  another  600,0001. 
to  add  to  It,  out  of  an  already  impoveriahed 
Fxcheijuer,  and  thereby  add  to  their 
already  large  deficiency,  and  tniit  fer  tho 
recovery  of  m>  large  a  sum  to  the  fntoio 
succe&H  of  iiur  arms.  On  the  other  han^ 
if  thev  were  of  opinion,  that  the  iaquiriaa 
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then  the  money  would  be  employed  in  ob- 
uiointc  M  speedy  a  termiDatioD  of  the  war 
as  possible,  oy  which  means  compensation 
might  be  got  at  an  early  period.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  spoken  of  a  strong  and  a 
weak  party  ;  in  such  discussions  the  weak 
party  was  tlie  people  of  the  country.  There 
was  always  great  sympathy  shown  with 
claimants  of  the  description  then  before  the 
House,  as  was  shown  by  the  discussion  on 
the  Danish  claims.  Ine  question,  how- 
erer,  was  a  rery  simple  one — should  the 
money  be  applied  to  the  promotion  of  the 
success  of  our  arms,  or  should  it  be  applied 
in  the  liquidation  of  the  claims  for  opium  ? 
If  the  Huuse  sanctioned  that  principle,  it 
appeared  to  him,  that  they  would  be  bound 
to  take  upon  themselves  the  payment  of  the 
whole  compensation,  without  reference  to 
the  result  of  the  operations  in  China — they 
would  be  bound  to  fulfil  the  promise  made 
by  the  superintendent,  and  vote  the  whole 
sum  from  the  public  treasury.  He  did  not 
consider  that  view  to  have  been  taken  by 
the  late  Government,  nor  was  the  present 
Government  disposed  to  approve  it;  and 
he  mutt,  therefore,  in  the  performance  of  a 
public  duty,  refuse  his  assent  to  the  mo* 
tion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Lord  /.  Russell  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  stated  very  correctly  the 
motives  which  had  induced  the  late  Go- 
vernment to  undertake  the  eipedition  to 
China;  its  object  was  to  resent  insults 
and  injuries  oflTered  to  her  Majestv's  offi- 
cers,  and  her  Majesty's  subiects,  in  that 
empire.  If  the  terms  which  were  origi- 
niilly  proposed  by  her  Majesty's  representa- 
tive had  been  acceded  to  by  the  Chinese, 
full  satisfaction  would  have  been  afforded 
but  as  that  reparation  was  refused. 


us 


instructions  were  given  for  the  attack  of 
the  defences  on  the  Chinese  coast ;  the  is- 
land of  Chusan  and  several  towns  were 
taken  by  our  troops,  and  a  portion  of  the 
Chinese  forces  were  destroyed.  That  was 
the  course  to  which  we  had  been  compelled 
to  resort  to  obtain  reparation  for  the  insults 
and  injuries  offered  to  us  as  a  nation.  But 
a  question  then  arose  as  to  whether  those 
merchaotR,  who  by  order  of  the  British 
envoy,  had  delivered  up  opium  to  the  Chi- 
nese government,  were  ntirly  entitled  to 
claim  M  sum  of  money  as  compensation  for 
their  loss.  If  thb  were  put  forward  as  a 
legal  claim,  the  argument  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  perfectly  correct — it 
would  br  a  claim  going  to  the  full  extent 
of  their  losses.  But  it  did  not  Appear  to 
him,  that  this  claim  could  be  so  regarded ; 


it  was  rather  a  claim  upon  the  equity  and 
liberality  of  the  British  Government  Th« 
ground  on  which  the  Government  was  un- 
der an  obligation  to  compensate  themer* 
chants  was,  that  the  Government  would 
by  the  war  obtain  payment  for  the  opian 
which  had  been  destroyed.  If,  at  the  ter* 
mioation  of  the  war,  the  Government  ob- 
tained restitution  from  the  Chinese  au- 
thorities, and  then  refused  to  meet  the 
daim  of  the  merchants,  the  injustice  of 
such  a  proceeding  would  be  generally  ad- 
mitted. But,  in  the  course  of  the  military 
operations  which  had  taken  place,  a  sum  of 
money  had  been  obtained  from  certain 
persons  by  our  representative  in  Chiiuu 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  said, 
that  this  money  was  to  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  the  ransom  of  a  city  in  the 
power  of  our  troops,  and  that  it  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  ap|ilied  to  meet  the  ex* 
penses  of  future  operations.  He  thought 
there  was  great  force  in  the  observattont 
which  had  been  made  by  the  boo.  Member 
for  Ashburton  (Mr.  Jaitiine)  on  this  point. 
If  the  fbroet  of  her  Majesty  had  attacked 
a  certain  town,  and  the  Chinese  commander 
had  been  permitted  to  retain  that  town, 
under  specified  conditionsy  oo  paying  a  sum 
of  money  to  our  seneralt  or  adnindiy  such 
a  pajrment  would  have  been  properir  and 
legitimately  a  ransom,  and  applicaue  to 
the  expenses  of  the  expedition.  But  in 
this  case  the  payment  was  made  to  the 
ciril  negotiator — the  representative  of  her 
Majesty — by  Chinese  oommissionerSt  who 
were  the  very  same  commissioners  to  whom 
the  opium  had  been  originallv  surrendered. 
The  Chinese  officers  assumea  to  act  solelj 
upon  their  own  authority ;  they  atateo, 
that  they  were  not  authorised  by  the  Em- 
peror to  advance  any  claims,  or  to  grant 
any  demands,  but  they  undertook,  in  their 
own  name*  to  transact  bustness  with  the 
British  representative.  These  oommb- 
sioners  delivered  a  sum  of  money  to  Cap* 
tain  Elliot,  and  he  thought,  therefore*  it 
could  not  be  considered  entirely  in  the 
light  of  a  ransom.  The  right  hoo.  Baronet 
had  said,  that  if  any  payment  in  the  na- 
ture of  an  indemnity  was  made,  it  ought  to 
be  for  the  full  amount  of  loss,  and  that  ac- 
cording to  strict  form  such  payment  should 
not  be  made  till  the  termination  of  the 
war.  But  it  must  be  remembered,  that 
the  sum  to  which  allusion  had  been  made 
was  obtained  from  the  civil  commtssioners 
of  the  Emperor  of  China  in  the  course  of 
tlie  war.  The  right  hoo.  Baronet  (Sur  R. 
Peel)  had  objeetM  that,  the  real  value  of 
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the  onium  surrendered  bad  not  been  ascer* 
taineu,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  ascertained 
befiure  a  rote  of  money  as  compensation 
was  made.  Now,  if  there  was  any  inclina- 
tion to  adopt  a  principle  of  concession  upon 
this  (|uestion«  that  it  would  affbad  a  i*on- 
clusive  objection  to  the  motion  before  the 
Mouse.  If  the  Government  were  willing 
to  ctHisider  whether  any  allowaiioo  or  ad- 
vamH?  should  be  made  to  the  merchants  who 
cUimed  indemnity,  and  to  ascertain  the 
actual  value  of  the  opium  U|wn  which  04iro- 
peiiMition  couhl  be  requirtMl,  that  would  at 
onc»  answer  the  object  of  this  motion. 
Though  he  thought  that  the  latter  part  of 
the  motion,  pleilging  the  Gorcrnineut  to 
pro|M>4e  a  vote  to  the  full  extent  of  the  sum 
received  from  China,  was  more  than  Mi- 
nisters could  be  exfiected  to  accede  to,  when 
the  question  came  before  c(»mniittcc ;  yet, 
as  this  was  not  a  demand  for  a  new  ex- 
pense, but  a  claim,  he  considered,  foundud 
in  etpiity,  he  should,  if  the  hon.  Cientleman 
(Mr.  Lindsay)  conceive<l  the  only  way  of 
obtaining  his  object,  was  by  pressing  thiv 
motion,  foel  it  his  duty  to  give  his  support 
to  the  proposition.  If,  however,  the  lion. 
Gentk^man  thought  it  probable,  that  this 
subject  was  likely  hereafter  to  receive  the 
favourable  consideration  of  (lovernment, 
he  considered,  that  he  ought  not  to  press 
tlie  motion  to  a  division. 

Mr.  Lindta^  said,  if  her  Majesty's  Cio- 
veniment  would  undertake  to  give  the 
|iarties  who  claimed  com|ienflation  an  op. 
imrtunity  t»f  fixing  the  value  of  the  opium, 
and  would  afford  any  ho|«,  that  an  advance 
would  be  made  on  accnunt  of  indemnity, 
that  would  be  iHsrfectly  satisfactory  to 
him. 

Sir  li.  PeH  said,  the  hon.  (lentleman 
must  exerriiie  his  own  discretion  as  to  the 
(^MirM*  he  would  pumue  with  rtfganl  to  liis 
motion.  The  (io%'eriimeut  had  directed 
ioquirirH  to  lie  ioHtituteil  in  India  for  as- 
curtaining  the  value  i»t'  the  npium  which 
had  been  M.'is(Ml.  but  h»'  rduUl  not  pledge 
hiniM*ir,  that  hUih  ini|uiries  >liould  Im*  pro. 
sMMititl  ill  tiii^  couiitrv.  Iii»  lion.  Friend 
niuiif  detide  for  hinivlf.  whether  or  not  he 
would  take  tlie  kenw*  of  the  House  on  the 
(|iic«t ion  of  applying  the  Mini  reeeiviil  fi»r 
the  ransom  of  i  aiiton  to  the  eom|iensation 
of  the  owiK*r»  of  opium. 
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S7  :— .Majority  iit). 


Bowring,  Dr. 
Brodie»  W.  B. 
Buckley,  E. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Chapman,  B. 
Colebrooke,  Sir  T.  K. 
Duncan,  O. 
Duncombe,  T. 
Korslcr,  M. 
liatton,  Capt.  V. 
liuwtts,  B. 
Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 
lloldswortli,  J. 
liutt,  W. 
Jardine,  W. 
Johnstone,  A. 
I.arpent,  Sir  O.  de  11. 
Manglet,  It.  D. 
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iNirETTION   OP   ConifTY    LrKATIC   A9T* 

ufMii.]  Lord  G,  Somertfi  rote  to  bring 
forward  tlie  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  relative  to  the  inspection  of  lunatic 
any  I  unit  in  England  and  Wales*  licens«l 
by  the  magistrates  at  quarter-sessions. 
It  was  notorious  to  every  gentleman  who 
had  paid  any  attention  to  this  subject, 
that  various  attempts  had  been  macte  to 
regulate  these  houses  for  the  reception  of 
insane  people,  and  that  the  attention  of 
the  House  had  frequently  been  called  to 
the  subject,  especially  by  the  right  hoii. 
(Gentleman  near  hiro(Mr. C.W.W.  Wynn), 
and  not  without  bene6ctal  result ;  and  at 
length  the  system  now  in  existence  had 
been  established,  after  parliamentary  in- 
quiry. The  House  was  not  perhaps  aware 
of  the  roaiu  provisions  of  the  act  then 
IMuised,  which  were  still  in  force,  and  there- 
fore, he  trusted,  he  should  be  excused  for 
shortly  stating  them»  in  order  the  more 
easily  to  explaun  the  proposition  for  which 
he  intended  to  move.  Tne  great  object  of 
the  act  passed  in  1838,  and  subsequently 
subjectea  to  several  amendments,  was  to 
take  care  first,  that  there  should  be  pro- 
per houses,  of  a  proper  character,  licensed 
for  the  rccf  ptioo  of  insane  people  t  the  next 
object  was  to  cause  those  houaes  to  be  con- 
ducted 00  such  priodplet  as  would  oooduce 
to  the  comfort,  and  insure  the  proper  treat- 
mentf  of  the  inmates ;  aooth^  object  was 
to  prevent  persons  not  in  a  state  of  insanity 
being  placed  in  oonfincment ;  and,  laatlv* 
to  prevent  persons  properly  placed  in 
lunatic  asylums  being  kept  there  after 
their  recovery.  But  he  was  ready  to 
admit,  that  there  was  a  verv  large  class 
of  persons,  with  regurd  to  whom  that  act 
made  no  provision,  and  with  regard  to 
whom  the  sympathies  of  the  House  must 
alwajrs  be  strongly  excited :  he  meant  those 
individuals  who  were  either  kept  in  ooo- 
finement  in  their  own  houses,  in  separate 
lodgings,  or  in  public  institutions,  such  as 
county  asylums,  and  the  hospitals  of  Beth- 
lehem an^  St.  Luke's.  With  regard  to 
these  parties,  he  did  not  intend  to  offer 
any  suggestions  whatever.  He  meant  to 
confine  his  attention  to  those  individuals 
who  were  kept  in  the  licensed  asylums  in 
the  country,  and  not  in  the  metropolitan 
districts.  Bjr  the  act  to  which  be  had 
referred  all  liceoiod  houses  were  brought 
under  two  separate  and  distinct  authorities 
— namely,  a  certain  portion  under  the 
authority  of  a  commission  of  twenty  indi- 
viduals,  five  of  whom  were  phjrsidaiis,  two 
barristers,  and  the  reat  gentlemen  who,* 
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without  remuneration,  dedicated  their  timn 
and  trouble  to  this  object.  All  lioenaed  as?- 
lums  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  in  tne 
various  parishes  adjoining  in  Surry,  Kent, 
and  Essex,  were  placed  entirdy  under  the 
superintendence  and  management  of  the 
gentlemen  of  this  commission.  Nearly  one- 
half  of  the  licensed  asylums  were  situated 
in  the  metropolitan  district,  and  about  the 
same  number  of  persons  was  confined  in 
these  as  in  the  private  asylums  throughout 
the  country.  I'he  remainder  of  the  houaea 
licensed  throiighcMit  the  rest  of  England 
were  placed  under  a  diflferent  jurisdiction ; 
they  were  licensed  bv  the  magistrates  at 
t|uarter-sessions,  and  placed  under  the 
superintendence  of  physicians  and  magis- 
trates then  appointed  to  visit  tlM^n;  and 
who  devoted  their  time  to  this  work  of 
humanity.  But  it  was  impossible  to 
suppose  that  the  samo  rfffularity  of  atten* 
tion  and  advantage  could  be  derirod  from 
this  superintendence  of  the  county  magis- 
trates with  the  occasional  assistance  of 
medical  practitiouers,  as  could  be  obtained 
from  the  regularly  appointed  commission- 
ers. He  did  not  mean  to  cast  any  redac- 
tions on  those  who  discharged  the  duty  of 
visiting  the  countrjr  asylums,  who,  if  placed 
in  the  same  position  as  the  metropolitan 
commissioners,  would  be  just  as  valuable  i 
it  was  of  the  system  tliat  he  could  not 
approve.  He  would  not  therefore  abn>» 
gate  the  present  mode  of  inquiry  and  viai<i 
tatioo  in  the  country,  but  superadd  indi- 
viduals of  experience  and  knowledge  on  a 
similar  system  to  that  carried  out  in  the 
metropolitan  districts,  in  order  to  obtain 
greater  regularity  and  efficiency  in  the 
visitations.  One  of  the  most  Important 
duties  that  could  devolve  upon  the  visiters 
was,  to  see  tliat  the  house  which  waa 
licensed  for  a  certain  number  of  individuala 
should  not  receive  a  greater  number  of 
patients  than  it  was  licensed  to  take. 
Without  particuUrixing  cases,  he  waa 
prepared  to  show  from  returns  he  had 
received,  that  in  more  than  one  instance 
more  patients  had  been  received  in  li« 
censed  asylums  than  was  warranted* 
Nothing  dso  was  more  important  than 
that  the  visiting  magistrates  should  be 
reguhu:  in  their  visits  to  these  bouses; 
but  the  returns  showed,  that  in  many 
counties,  in  some  years*  the  three  annual 
visits  prorided  for  oy  Uw,  none  bad  been 
made.  This  showed  that  some  remedy 
was  wanting;  and  that  remedy  ought 
not  to  be  left  to  the  gratuitous  exer- 
tions of  individuals,  but  should  be  pro- 
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Tid^d  br  impr«nf  c-o  sooe  parties  official  |  G.  Saiaenec*f )  povcr  fiir 

re«{KCiibi]itT,  lod  Kcoriag  xhe  ccrtaintj    to  move  tbat  t^  bill  shoviU  be 

axMl  negul&ritT  of  superinteiKicooe  vbicb  ;  of  tenpi>farT  duzatioa.    W~bas  be 

cfidal  resf^rosibilitT  wu  likeij  v^  lead  to.  i  Co  do  wu  ibw     tbit  iascead  of  ^~k^l 

He  did  roc  wish  Xj  create  laj  prejudice  |  con aiiMOQcnbetB|rap9oizited,aalbcTBav 

a^ost  the  pivprieton  of  lucacie  aftv^ums,  j  veiv— t&Lowcd  to  pnctke.  aa4  oohr  paid 

for  he   had  seen   amdog^  tneoi.  duriaf  ,  for  tbe  boars  tber  detoced  is  xkm  dlWtj— 

three  or  fear  Tears'  experience,  a  §tr>/cg  |  tAat  tbej   «couId  dedicate  tbe  wbale  cf 

dUpoHtK'D  lo  xt  vitb  humanitT  and  every  '  their  time  to  rke  duties  of  tbe 

degree  of  kiodneM  and  p>jd  fwlinz :  but    and  be  paid  br  foch  a  salary  as  ffboaid 

he   urg«d,  on   the  feneral  principles    "i   Hire  the  appcintneat  of  praper 

buoLin  nature,  that  it  va4  of  imports  nee  '  of  high  It^al  attaiaacsts^  aad  i 

that  theie  indinduais  «houId  be  actuated  '■  the  »ake  time  «h«?ajd  boc  be  sa 

by  a  lalutary  apprehension  «Y  tbe  tc^pec-    falary  a*  to  encrcacb  on  tka:  ^r 

tion  of  inteiiigent  and  indepi^ndent  iadi-    vhii:^    w  prowcr  to   be 

riduil:}      On  tbe  other  band,  he  would  oot    prop*Med.  tbertfore,  that  le^ 

hare  the  commissiooers  or  rUi:ers  ioter-    »bixild  be  appointed  vitb  a  axed 

ien  in  ?he  nedical  treatnKnt  of  patients.  '  that  sm  long  as  they  cootiaued  <■  die 

He  beliered,  tbat  no  sTStem  could  w*jri  ;  oiiiswa  ther  sbould  deroce  tbe 

better  than  tbat  of  tbe  LoodMi  coa»i:3si«ja.  .  their  tisae  to  tbe  dutiei  of  tkc 

The  medical.  legal,  aad  tjcber  geiitleniea    and  to  trieir  duties  on  tbe 


of  that  cocnmiiBion,  had  vied   vith  each    miuHon.     He  proposed,  that 
other  in  their  exertioos  to  render  their    sioners  should,  ofice  at 
taperintendence  as   eff dent   as  pcstibLf.    months*  tim  crery  liceased  asyhia 
Tber  bad  DoC  only  done  a  great  deal  of  irood  '  reception  of  insane  prrsoos  ia  tbe 
by  tfceir  exrrtiocis.  but  had  f  rerented  much  ,  It  appeared  froca  returas  laade.  tbat 
barm.     Nothing  cuuld  be  more  nluAble    were  somewhere  about  sixty  sr 
than  tbe  sen  ices  of  tbe  barristers  who  bad  ;  houses  licensed  ibr  the  reoeptBoa  sf 
been  appi>inted  oa  the  oommission  during    petsoa*  in  tbe   country.     It 
tb«   wht>ie  period   of  their   app-Matmeot.    curious  U>  observe,  tbat  ia  about 
His  obje«rt  was,  by  tbe  bill  he  wished  to  ,  five  cvmntie^ — in  all  tbeoouaties  ia 
introduce,  to  appoint  that  scm«  ^.4  tbe  com  -    and  »/sae  ochen  ia  England — tbei*  * 
missiijners  scttng  in  Londi/o  sfa'juld  maie    a  siogfi?  licensed  sat  I  um  for  tbe 
circuits  of  inspection  Uj  tkea«T!un»  in  the    in?ane   persi'as.      ionseqoeatJy, 
country  di«tn<:Ys.  He  h^  i:->e  the  «lit?bte^t    allMwic;  c*ev  than  £iir  time  lor 
dtMibt    but    tbat   th^   habit «   •  f    b<^^ne«    {*jr  heaJth.  k<  o.-noeiv^d  tbe 
•  hiiih    theiif   gentlemen    «  >:' :  hxrt   ar-    miwi  r.^-?  w<<uU  hare  proper 
tiU'rv^J  vi/u!d  be  f^od  m^^t  i^'uibie:  and    rvjuiiHv  every  asiium  in  tbe 
:hrir  V^i&g  il^j  1  purt  cf  r*     Li'r:«i"n  oks-    Tan  ihitnct  f*>ur  times,  aad  in  tile 
m;«*i>-Q  ai^id  ^c  u  1  ch'--  %  '-n  fh-'z  pri>-    di^rirt  thrw  times  a  year.     It 
o^ia;^  io  the  cvuntn  :   xrA  tS<*  jdri-Y    hi«  intcr.ti-.a  D  do  avav  witb  tbe 
of  their   f-iow-oc^nm !<<«:■  aer*   in    L*nd'^o    th^  niAsistra:<!H  in  tr^e  oouatry 
wouli  i^  T'.ry  useful  t  ^  ih-.n  Ji  the   p*nv    e>t.iUi*hed  by  law.     He  tkxigbt, 
per   din-Kar^   •./  their   d>i:.«<     iJe  haii    barn.«ter>,  frxn  tbeir  eiperieaee 
i>»w  :--•  cr««ider  whether  i!  w<-u'd  be  de-    in   l^«d"0.  and   fn^a  their  kaoa 
firaile  to  have  mrdxa)  •  r  i«'iral  e«ct!emrn.    t'r.e  Uw.  W'Aiid  make  tbe  local 
as    fiXi'i  ojfnmiwi'jnery.  "     ofiakr   rir:uit»    m  re    actire    in    the 
thr  ujh  the  cocctry.     li    '*xs  -f  f^  ni'-c.    ^iui*^.  and  that  the   result 
that    It  WIS  ttiX   -•  dr^ifubie  ti  Ap^»:4ct    very  rreular  supenatendeaoe  oa  tbe 
mrdb-al  m^n  .  as  geoen.  ;. .  thiu^rh  there    'A  tbe  magiurati-*  as  well  as  by  tbe 
»*rp  Si-me  b*i!tLant  e\  •"■  •{••s*.  thrv  wfre    miW-ner«      KTerr  licensed 
».<  distinguished  Lr  iif  haSit.^  u(  cviit-    -A^^Ltr^-  w.-iu'd  tben^br  be  nsitcd 
nesB  wh.ch  '.eg^  D«.n  V14  .in.d  fr*<c:i   tkrir    rxh  yrar  ;  aOiI  he  thought  also, 
educati'^n  ;  and  al^.'  I^mu^  it   «<4j!d  br    {rr.  «ter  *!egTfe  o(  excrtioa  wbick 
di&ult  to  get  any  medical  eeotlcmen  •/ •  bt  canned  am-^jT't  the  country 
nr«t  rate  abi^itv — and  "ther^  he  «h*.^i.d  be    that   ther  w-u.d  be  induced  to  be 
sorrr  t>  scv  aK»4n:ni  — r>j  c  <•*  up  their    fhr^uent  io  their  attendance  tbaa  tbe 
prac     e,  and  dedi'/air  the  «b<-.r  ••'  tlnrir  ,  rr«|uinnJ      Hq   tlie  tisit»  ia  be 

to   tbe   duties   uf   thrir   >iiixirir.D  -  1  tbe^r  xndiixdaal«.  be  pfO|«acd  tbat 
capdaBy  at  it  was  auC  in  bis  ( Lord  I  attentiua   sbould  be  iprrtftcilly   ~^ 
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to  various  mattcni — first  to  the  state  uid 
dcvription  of  the  liccnsecl  house ;  next,  to 
the  treatment  of  the  patients ;  then  to  an 
examination  of  the  oertificate«,  and  more 
etpei'iiilly  how  far  the  patients  ucrc  fittini; 
or  other wiw  for  rcmoral  to  a  lunatic 
asylum.  Such  were  some  of  the  princi|iul 
duties  which  he  meant  tci  devolve  on  these 
barrister-roitimissioners.  At  pn*sent  it 
was  a  most  cumhn>us  process  which  the 
law  provide<l,  in  onler  U\  eet  a  |ierson  out 
of  the  licensed  houses ;  he  beliei'cd  the 
only  rotirse  to  be  pursued  at  present  was, 
to  make  an  application  to  the  niac^ist rates 
at  quarter-st^ssions ;  and  thus  in  tlie  coun- 
try three  or  four  months  sometimes  elnpsc^l 
before  the  unfortunate  individual  could  be 
released.  Now,  what  he  pn»|iosiMl  to  do  in 
this  respect,  would  lie  to  accelerate  the 
process  in  the  metropolitan  districts  by 
the  amount  of  tiftcen  days.  This  he 
proposcfl  to  effect  by  two  oMrations. 
At  present  the  law  ret|uire<l,  tliat  there 
should  be  four  days*  notice  before  the  meet, 
log  of  the  commissioners  in  the  metro|M>li- 
tan  district  could  take  place.  This  notice 
he  proposed  to  reduce  to  twenty-four  hours. 
The  visits  to  the  patieut,  prior  to  his  re. 
lease,  were  now  three  id  number,  with  an 
interval  of  fifteen  days  between  each.  The 
third  visit  he  proposefl  by  this  bill  to  do 
away  with,  and  that  the  commissioner 
should  have  power  to  let  out  the  indivi- 
dual if  he  so  thought  fit.  With  regard 
to  the  country  districts,  he  proposed  re- 
serring  all  the  powers  of  the  visiting  ma- 
gistrates at  they  now  stcMxl ;  but  that  the 
barrister-commissioner  should  be  allowed, 
and  specially  enjoined,  to  consider  the 
state  of  mind  of  every  person  in  the  li- 
censed houses,  and  if  he  had  a  doubt  of 
the  insanity  of  any  of  them,  he  might 
proceed,  after  two  visits,  with  an  interval 
of  fourteen  days  between  them,  to  release 
such  individual  on  his  (the  commissioner's) 
own  authority,  aided  by  the  opinion  of  a 
medical  man,  to  be  called  in  for  that  pur- 
pose. There  were  various  other  small  par- 
ticulars which  would  be  contained  in  the 
bill,  all  tending  t4>  the  comfort  of  the  un- 
happy patients  confined  in  the  license<l 
houses  of  reception,  and  whicli  went  to 
regulate  tlie  mode  of  visitation.  He  would 
here  observe,  that  he,  together  with  his 
noble  Friend  the  Member  for  Dorsetshire, 
had  considered  how  far  it  was  possible  to 
provide  against  the  improper  confinement 
(»f  |ierMms  not  in  lunatic  asylums.  They 
had  thought  it  desirable,  if  |ioM(ible,  to  de- 
vise some  means  more  stringent  than  at 
VOkLXI.    {i^^j 


present  existed  to  prevent  parties  being 
impro|)crlv  confined,  and  they  had  just 
(*onsidereil  whether  it  would  not  be  possi- 
lile  to  make  regulations  as  to  the  compe- 
tency of  the  |)arty  who  should  sign  the  cer- 
tificate, without  which  no  party  could  be 
ctmfiiied.     In  l/>iidon  they  founa  it  would 
not  lie  very  difficult  to  accomplish  this, 
hut   ill  the  country   the  difficulty  would 
practically  be  such  that  he  was  not  willing 
to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the* 
certificate  which  necessarily  accompanied 
p(*r8onM  sent  to  licensed  houses  of  recep- 
ti(m.  The  iirescnt  certificates  would  there- 
fore   reniuin    as    they   were    at   pres(*nt. 
Neither  did  he  mean  to  attempt  to  regu- 
late the  care  of  a  very  large  class  of  indi- 
viduals who  were  in  confinement  in  private 
dwelling-houses,  and  who  suffered   much 
more  serious  grievances  than  the  |Mitienta 
confined  in  well-regulated  licensed  houses. 
The  class  of  persons  to  whom  he  alluded 
were  left  in  the  care  of  individuals  over 
whom  there  existed  little  or  no  power  of 
sufiervision,    and   therefore   he   admitted 
their  case  required  very    serious    consi- 
deration, and  he  would  very  gladly,  if  it 
were  possible,  devise  some  remedy  for  the 
evils.     Rut  he  remembered  when  the  first 
act  on  the  subject  had  been  introduced  in 
1 H2S,  and  on  discussions  upon  subsequent 
measures,   founded    on  reports  of  select 
committees  of  the  House,  great  considera- 
tion had  been  given  to  the  po»sibility  of 
interfering  with  patients  of  that  descrip- 
tion ;  and  on  the  whole,  looking  at  tne 
delicacy  of  an  interference  with  the  feel- 
ings both  of  the  patients  so  confined,  and 
of  their  friends  and  relations  who  had  the 
care  of  them,  it  had  been  thought  not  to 
be  advisable  to  attempt  to  regulate  further 
than  the  (iresent  law  did,  persons  so  con- 
fined   in   private  houses.     This  decision 
had  been  come  to  out  of  delicacy  to  the 
huflfercrs  themselves,  to  whom  the  visits  of 
strangers  might  be  irksome.     As  to  the 
feelings  of  the  relatives  of  these  parties, 
they  presented  a  great  difiiculty  in   the 
way  of  such  a  visitation  as  would  be  effec- 
tual.    What  was  the  fact  ?  Whv,  that  the 
very  reason  they  did  not  send  tne  patients 
to  the  licensed  houses  was,  because  they 
would   be  there  exposed  to  the  constant 
visits  of  the  commissioners  and  public  au- 
thorities,   and   therefore    they    preferred 
doing  that  which  was  most  inconvenient — 
namely,  to  keep  them  at  home.     He  did 
not  mean  by  the  measure  to  attempt  to 
interfere  witJi  the  public  institutions,  such 
as  ISedUm,  St«  Luke's,  and  the  county 
2D 
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hospital.  lie  belicTcd  that,  generalty 
tipeaking.  those  honpit&la  were  very  well 
con(lucti!<1,  thnueh  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  a  had  thing  to  liavc  an  inquiry 
into  the  manner  in  which  thn*c  inntitii- 
tioiiii  were  conducted.  [le  woul<)  admit  at 
nnrc  that  in  projHising  this  measure  he 
did  nat  do  all  that  he  thoug'ht  could  lie 
■lonir  in  the  matter,  but  he  cnuhl  nut  help 
expecting  that  by  doing  what  he  now  pn>- 
pnsed  there  would  be  laid  the  foundation 
of  a  better  ^neral  system,  and  that  aficr 
the  iiiformatiun  which  the  coniiniKsioni.'rs 
would  aniuire  by  their  comniunicalium 
with  the  country,  the  whole  subject  would 
be  bniufiht  to  a  focus  before  the  Lntidiui 
board.  From  this  great  good  would  arise, 
and  erentually  Parliament  would  be  ena- 
bled to  legislate  upon  this  Important  i>uh- 
jcct  on  a  broader  and  more  extcnsire  haais. 
It  might  lie  known  to  the  House  that  a 
noble  and  learned  Friend  of  his  had  \mt- 
posed  in  another  place  a  Ull  to  lessi'n  tlic 
costs  and  expenses  attending  llie  conduct 
of  a  com  in  ins  ion  of  lunacj-.  lie  thought 
eventually  n  very  useful  union  might  lie 
elTcctcfl  between  the  comuiissidtiers  his 
niible  and  leariied  Friend  meant  to  ap|Niim 
under  that  bill,  and  the  ciimniiiwioui  r« 
who  were  to  inspect  the  lunatic  asylums 
thniughout  the  kingdom,  tlul,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  would 
not  Ite  adrisable  to  attempt  to  <.itrry  out 
that  principle  at  present,  lie  thiiught 
the  eaperimcnt  of  his  noble  and  iL-arncil 
Friend  in  ihe  other  House  should  be  car- 
HhI  out  bebre  any  amnlgHination  of  the 
two  rIawi'S  of  commissioners  should  lie 
madf,  and  he  desinil  also  In  see  )i«>w  bin 
own  proposition  w«rl>e<l  In-forc  lie  veiituri'il 
to  adopt  that  which,  in  the  tiid,  niiglil  lie 
thoiif;ht  useful  and  dislnbl*-.  IK-  wns 
aware  that  in  this  manner  he  bad  r<in- 
fined  himself  to  narruw  limits,  but  stilt  lie 
ciiuld  uot  but  think  that   he  had  gnnr  as 
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a  rabject  whkk  htd  mi; 
long  indeed  demanded  the  best  connden- 
tion  of  the  Oovernment  of  the  eoaatrf, 
and  which  had  the  strongest  clainu  uPOb 
both  the  sympathy  and  the  lima  of  Pbp- 
liament.  When  he  had  said  this,  he  nanst 
eipreis  the  disappointment  ha  fell  at  th* 
measufe  the  noble  Lord  had  proposed. 
Tlic  noble  I^td  had  said,  and  he  afwed 
with  him — that  this  was  a  small  awMan 
indeed,  compared  with  what  wat  raquiicd 
and  called  fi>r-nay,  he  (Mr.  Waklcv) 
thought  that  the  measure  waa  too  inaifBiB- 
cnnt  lo  admit  of  any  designation  at  ill. 
i.uok  at  the  state  of  the  law  with  refcreaet 
Id  lunatics  in  England,  in  Irelaud,  aud  h 
Scotland.  In  Scotland,  there  wii  obi 
syitini,  in  Ireland  there  was  another,  aad 
in  Fnglnnd  there  were  several,  and  ■mo^g 
them  all  tbete  was  not  one  which  oa  IM 
whole  was  entitled  to  the  sanction  aad 
approbaiinn  of  the  public,  or  wbick 
was  worthy  the  adoption  of  tlM  noblt 
l4)rd.  Now,  the  returns  of  the  laboura  of 
the  cum  miss  loners  were  before  the  Hooit, 
and  upon  another  and  an  early  ocMWoa 
lie  would  take  tlic  opportunity  of  caDiif 
III!'  attention  of  the  ilouse  to  what  lltiif 
lind  done,  for  he  did  not  wiah  to  coodaHB 
ibem  withful  making  a  atalcmeat  of  hcli 
which  would  justify  film  in  doii^  lo.  T1« 
proposal  of  the  noble  Loid  waa.  hi  wA- 
stance,  this— that  there  should  be  a^ 
pojntcil  two  commissionera,  to  viul  iM 
licenicd  homes  for  the  reception  oTiHtai 
perions  out  of  the  metropulilan  districts 
Now,  what  were  licensed  lunatic  aejliBS  f 
I  They  were  1  lus p it als— houses  of  rcceptsoa 
for  tilt!  irvaliiient  of  persons  afflicted  »itk 
llic  must  grievous  disease  to  which  Im^ 
msiiiiy  could  be  sulijeci.  And  what  did 
the  noble  Lord  )>rapase  ?  H«  propeted  lo 
sp|H>uit  two  barristers  as  medical  viaiMn 
to  these  hospilnls— two  grmlesaa  af  tka 
idcrthe  rirrum-iianrrs,  be'.wght  ''C"'  I'fo'MS'on  "ore  lo  be  aelectcd  U 
to  fp>.  He  admitted  that  his  |iro|NKiti..i>  "•'t  the  liospiials  m  this  country.  Ha 
wa.H  vprv  short  of  the  wishes  uf  some  (;.n.  I''"'  "ol  suppose  the  noble  Urd  mtCMdiri 
tlemen  he  saw  oppiwitf.  and  that  it  diil  h'"*  Vfl**'''""  "■"'""'»'' "•'^'■•^*»' 


DO!  extend  mi  far  as  he  himself  oitdd 
Imt,  as  a  prccetlent  nf  snmHhini;  niori'  t-T- 
leriMTe.  he  thmii-ht  eren  thii  little  ini-lii 
be  useful.  Willi  the^e  titnert.-itinn'i,  hi* 
Wiiuld  miw  mure  for  leave  tii  liring  tii  :i 
bill  to  pniride  fur  the  nuire  ilfiitual  iii- 
s[iecti<>ii  iif  liouses  licensed  by  thi*  magis. 
trates  in  quarter-seviions  fiir  lhi>  n-ce]iliiiu 
of  insane  pvrsiins  in  Fn;>hiid  and  W.iti^ 

Mr.  WaHtif  returned  his  thanks  to  the 
noble  Lord  rot  htvios  Eitcq  bis  attention 


I  piot'essKin  :  but,  if  it  bad  been  eo  tnle 
one  of  a  mure  marked  character  eoald 
<carc<-ty  h.tvi-  been  ollVred.  Wasth*  enbh 
Lord  aw4te  that  the  whole  evil  of  tht  pi*. 
sent  ovstem  consisted  in  the  medinl  tRM> 
iiifiit:  his  pt<ipii«.i)  did  nut  loocfa  (Iwl 
C.IUM'  of  (■•impl.iini,  nr  any  of  the  dcfcfU 
nf  tlif  jirftent  sysirm.  If  there  wew  WW. 
|H'iriii  innjierli'is  of  a  inedieal  ediKalwa 
III  insfN-ri,  rsamiiif,  and  to  scrviiniM  ifca 
medical  treaiineni,  and  lo  sea  the  M«W 
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or  cure,  then  an  idfantige  would  ariie  to 
the  unfortunate  patieott  who  now  suflTcred 
^ievous  and  painful  neglect.  The  noble 
liOnl  had  Raid  he  did  not  mean  lo  touch 
the  groat  inntitutions,  nor  to  extend  the 
measure  to  |»erson8  confined  ningly.  Now, 
looking  at  the  number  of  persons  bereft 
of  reason,  and  who  were  in  a  state  of  con- 
(inement  withuut  the  means  of  communi- 
cating with  their  frientis,  he  thought  tome- 
thing  more  comprehensive  was  nrcetsarv, 
to  meet  an  evil  of  such  magnitude,  lie 
thanked  the  noble  l.iird  fur  the  time  and 
attention  he  had  paid  to  the  question,  but 
he  roust  entreat  him  not  lo  pro|>osc  the 
second  reading  until  aome  distant  day, 
and  in  the  mean  time,  if  the  House  would 
permit  him,  he  would  lay  the  whole  case 
of  the  asylum  treatment  of  lunatics  and 
the  report  of  the  metropolitan  commission- 
ers before  it,  and  would  then  ask  the  Go- 
Tfrnmeut  if  they  would  refuse  to  appoint  a 
commission  to  investigate  the  whole  subject 
with  a  view  to  legislating  u|K>n  it  for  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  and  Scotland,  lie  repeated 
that  the  measure  now  proposed  would  not 
remedy  one  of  the  existing  evils.  The  visi- 
tations appointed  by  the  bill  were  not 
numerous  enough.  As  he  meant  to  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  whole  sub- 
ject  immediately  after  Easter^  he  begged 
the  noble  Lord  to  postpone  further  pro- 
ceedings on  the  bill  till  he  should  have 
made  his  statement. 

Mr.  Ilawes  was  disappointed  with  the 
measure,  which  he  thought  to  small  as 
hardly  to  be  worth  producing.  The  ap- 
pointment of  barristers  to  judge  whether  a 
lunatic  shouhl  or  should  not  be  retained 
in  an  asylum  was  absurd.  Tlic  public 
hospitals  ought  to  be  rendered  liable  to 
inspection.  At  present  a  different  system 
of  inspection  was  adopted  in  each ;  in 
some  there  was  no  system  at  all.  The 
noble  Lord  had  not  told  them  what 
amount  of  salary  he  proposed  to  give  the 
barristers;  this  was  a  very  iro|>ortant 
|)oint,  because  if  they  were  lo  obtain  legal 
funclionariet  of  any  reputation,  they  mutt 
pay  them  well,  lie  thought  there  wat 
no  objection^  if  there  must  be  a  legal  in- 
s|iector  at  all,  to  joining  a  medical  one 
with  him.  The  inspectors  ought  to  have 
more  power  than  at  pretent,  which  the  bdl 
did  not  give.  He  hoped  contiderable  time 
would  l>e  givt*n  liefure  the  tecond  readmg, 
in  onl«*r  that  hon.  Members  might  give  a 
full  consideration  to  the  subject;  but  he 
would  much  rather  that  the  bill  were  sua- 


pended,  in  order  that  the  London  board 
of  commistionert  might  have  time  to  take 
into  their  contideration  the  tubject  of  the 
bill,  and  that  a  more  extentive  and  efficient 
nieasure  might  be  framed  in  pursuance  of 
their  suggestions  than  this  could  eter 
be. 

I^rd   Ashley  wished  the  measure  had 
;;oiie  st>uiewhat  further.     However,  even 
under  the  present  law,  the  House  was  un- 
aware, he  was  sure,  of  the  very  great  im- 
provement that  had  been  effected.  No  one 
could  l>e  properly  acquainted  with  the  de- 
fects of  the  provincial  system  but  one  who 
had  seen  the  working  of  the  metropolitan 
system.      In   the   former  there  wat    do 
effective  visitation  whatever.  A  very  large 
proportion  of  the  houses  occupied  aa  asy- 
lums were  not  reported  on,  and  no  know- 
ledge was  to  be  had  respecting  them.  The 
consrquence  wat,  that  the   London  com- 
mistionert in  retpect  of  them  were  wholly 
unable  to  carry  out  the  great  objectt  of 
the  statute.    They  had  not  the  power  of 
tracing  lunatics   through   the    provincial 
houses,  and  therefore  could  not  tell  what 
was  done  with  them.    That  power  it  was 
desirable  they  should  have.     The  proper 
sphere  of  the  board,  however,  was  to  con- 
trol, not  to  tugfctt.     It  would  baffle  the 
ingenuity  of  the   Member  for  Fintbury 
(Mr.  Wakley)  to  inititute  a  practicable 
system  of  uniformity  for  all  the  asylums 
in  the  country.    Take  the  system  of  oon- 
coercion,  it  would  be  impoiaible  to  enforce 
itt  adoption  in  all  atylumt.    The  great 
expense  would  be  an  effectual  obttacle  in 
many  cases.     It  should  be  remembered 
that  persons  having  the  care  of  lunatics 
were  seldom  highly  paid  for  their  services, 
and   they  had  little  inducement  to  try 
experiments  of  new  modes  of  treatmenL 
From  his  own  observation,  however,  ha 
W4t  able  to  tettify  to  the  great  good  af- 
fected at  the  Hanwell  Aaylum  by  thit  syt- 
tem,  where  the  coercion  had  been  reduced 
at  least  two-thirds.    With  respect  to  the 
question  of  legal  inspectors,  he  mutt  aay, 
speaking  from  the  experience  he  had  bad  io 
visiting  these  boutet,  that  although  to  far 
at  health  wat  concerned  the  opinion  of  a 
medical  man  wat  of  the  greatett  import- 
ance, yet  it  having  been  once  ettablitbed 
that  the  intanity  of  a  patient  did  not  arite 
from  the  ttate  of  hit  bodily  health,  a  mao 
of  common  tente  could  give  at  good  an 
opinion  as  any  medical  roan  he  ever  knew. 
But  it  was  found  of  very  great  importance, 
in  many  inatanceiy  to  have  a  perKm  aa 
2V2 


807 


New  Poor»Law^^ 


{COMMONS} 

inipector  who  had  been  brought  ap  to  the 
law.  With  respect  to  the  certificate,  there 
was  DO  one  point  in  the  whole  ran^^e  of 
these  operations  on  which  it  was  so  diffi- 
cult to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  on  (he 
certificate.  If  the  law  were  applicable 
only  to  the  large  towns,  he  should  think 
they  might  make  several  improvements  in 
it;  but  applicable  as  it  was  to  the  whole 
country,  where  there  was  often  only  one 
medical  man  within  a  range  of  several 
miles,  you  must  take  whoever  you  could 
get,  and  instead  of  having  certificates 
from  men  of  five  years'  standing,  they 
were  often  obliged  to  take  those  of  men 
of  one  or  two  years.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  said,  that  there  was  too  great  a 
facility  for  incarcerating  these  unfortunate 
persons;  he  went  elsewhere,  and  found 
persons  of  equal  feeling  asserting  that 
such  was  the  state  of  things  that  there 
was  no  regard  for  the  public  safety — 
roadmen  were  walking  about  in  all  direc- 
tions. What,  then,  were  the  commis- 
sioners to  do  ?  'Fhey  had  aimed  at  a  me- 
dium line  of  policy,  and  an  immense 
•mount  of  human  misery  had  been  abattd 
under  the  present  law,  and  by  the  industry 
of  those  who  carried  it  into  eiecution. 

Mr.  C  Williams  Wynn  thought  the 
measure  did  not  go  far  enough,  but  that 
what  it  did  would  be  of  considerable  be- 
nefit to  the  community.  The  bill,  on  the 
whole,  had  his  approbation,  and  he  would 
give  the  measure  his  best  attention,  so  us 
to  render  it  as  beneficial  as  possible. 

Leave  granted. 


OabirtUniMU 


Memben  leit  the  operaUon  of  the 
then  about  to  be  introduced  ihooM  intar* 
fere  with  the  unions  established  under  Gil* 
bcrt's  and  other  local  acta.  The  then 
Memlicr  for  Marylcbone  (Sir  S.  WhelkyS 
put  the  question  to  Lord  Althorp*  and  aikm 
whether  it  was  intended  that  the  bill  should 
interfere  with  these  act?.  The  answer  givea 
by  his  Lordship  un  the  1 7th  of  Aprflj  1834» 
wait  as  follows  :*- 

*<  As  to  tlie  observation  of  thehon.  Meaher 
for  Marylchone,  who  hoped  that  the  Commie* 
sioners  would  not  interfere  with  parishes  ibet 
were  well  ref^lated,  he  (Lord  Althoip)  had 
only  to  say  that  he  hoped  ihey  would  not.  Hm 
only  mode  in  which  he  trusted  thev  would  dMi 
with  such  parishes  would  be  by  following  their 
example.  When  a  parish  was  really  waU-t^ 
gulated,  it  need  not  entertain  the  slightest  ap- 
prehension  of  interference  on  the  part  of  Im 
(jommissioners." 


New  PooR-r.Aw  —  GiLnKar  UjimNN.] 
Mr.  7\  Duucombe  rose  to  move  for-^ 

"  A  5olcct  committpc  to  inquire  into  thf  ail- 
ministration  of  relief  to  the  poor  in  pariOir<i 
inrurporaloil  under  ffilhtrt**  Act,  or  Mit>ji:  t 
lo  (he  provisions  ufaiiy  local  act,  and  to  ri'|i>irt 
wht'tlicr  11  WDuId  be  cx}R-dienior  just  lo  n  {h-jI 
those  ad^  for  the  pui|x>ses  of  ^ub^tituiiu;:  m 
lieu  thereof  the  Poor-Uw  Amendiniiit  Act." 

The  prnjiositiori  wa^  sii  rcMsnn:iblc  in 
itsplf  thiit  it  would  not  n*<]uinr  mtirh  ttnir 
to  impreu  \\\xm  the  ILiuse  the  jiiNtiii'  of 
acceding  to  it.  To  pve  ciViM-l  to  the 
prayer  of  the|N.nitionsi  whirhpon  that  even- 
in^^  and  ut  vurioiis  otiior  tiinL*s.  he  had  pre- 
sclltl^l  n)vm  \\i\s  subject,  he  would  take 
IiMve  to  eall  t(i  the  remenibranee  of  the 
IliMiNC  the  si.ite  of  the  (pii-^tii>ii.  When 
the  N'l'w  P(K>r-Iiw  Aet  was  prupnv.'d  in 
iN^M,  by  !/.inl  AltluTp,  f^reat  :«|i|»ri'henMnn* 
Were  entertained  and  exprevvd  by  several 


This  promise  Lord  Althorp  fulfilled  lo 
the  very  letter ;  fur,  by  the  33nd  danw, 
though  a  power  was  given  to  the  rnmiaie 
sioners  from  time  to  time  to  dioblves  mUL 
to,  or  take  from  any  union,  whether  fonaal 
before  or  after  the  pasnng  of  the  aet^  it 
was  provided  in  a  subsequent  pait  of  tho 
clause  that  no  sueh  dissolution,  alteratiaB. 
or  addition  should  take  place  or  be 
unless  a  majority  of  at  least  tsro-thinla 
the  {guardians  of  such  union  should 
concur  therein.  Here,  then,  wu  a  aoleaa 
compact  entered  into  by  Parliament  whk 
rexpeet  to  these  unions  which  existed 
local  acts.  If  that  compact  had  not 
entered  into,  Mich  was  the  opporitioo  at 
that  time  offered  to  the  measure,  that 
vernmcnt  would  have  found  the 
|N)SMbIe  ditficulty  in  passing  it. 
clause,  however,  neutralised  the  oppoailioB 
to  the  bill,  and  as  the  law  now  itood»  ho* 
fore  uny  of  the  unit  ma  established  under 
tli(Mi»  local  acts  could  be  brought  under  tho 
eontnd  of  the  Poor-luw  Commiflionen^ 
it  was  neccMuinr  to  procure  the  asaent  of  at 
least  two-thirds  of  the  guaidiana  lor 
purfMivc.  The  Poor-law  C 
hid  induced  jieveral  unicms  to  disaalvob 
the  majiirity  of  the  guardians  had  gi 
their  consent  to  have  the  local  aeta 
but  theru  was  Mill  a  considcnble  ni 
iif  unions  establinbed  under  local  acta  whkll 
wi-re,  a<  yet,  by  no  means  satisfied  aa  to  tho 
alleged  su|K*riority  of  the  working  of  tho 
now  system.  What  was  now  prnpeaed  to 
Ik*  itone  by  the  two  roeasurea  which  had 
lately  Uvn  intriNlured  to  the  House?  It 
u.is  prti|Niv(l  III  grant  In  the  Poor-law 
t  'iiiiniiis^i(iiiiT%  ;i  |Miwer  to  disanlvo  the  GO* 
bert  unions  and  other  uaiona  ii 
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under  hxiil  acts  without  the  consent  of  the 
gutrdians.     That  which  by  solemn  com|Kict 
wan  vested  in  the   guardians,  and  which 
oouhl  not  be  taken  away  without  the  con- 
tent of  a  majority,  amounting  to  two-thirds, 
was  about  to  be  wrested  from   them  by 
force,  and  the  unions  dissolved  at  the  will 
of  the  commissioners,  by  the  new  bill  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.     It  was  true,  when  he 
questioned  tlie  right   hon.   Baronet  as  to 
whether  this  was  the  intention  of  the  bill, 
the  right  hun.  Gentleman  made  no  answer 
as  to  what  the  ( t(}vemment  intended  to  do. 
The  riglit  hon.  Gentleman  wus  silent  upon 
the  point,  and  contented  himself  by  saying 
that  it  would  be  then  inconvenient  to  enter 
into  details,  and  then  declined  to  answer. 
There  were  others,  however,  more  commu- 
nicative than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  were  aware  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  (government  to  grant  to  the  commis- 
&ioners  power  to  dissolve  these  unions,  and 
that  a  bill  for  the  purpose  would  be  bniucht 
in  soon  after  Easter.     If  such  was  the  in- 
tention, would  it  not  be  a  gross  breach  of 
faith  to  violate  a  compact  which  had  been 
entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  neutralijEing 
a  |)owerful  opposition,  and  to  do  now,  when 
the  party  was  sumNised  to  be  weak,  what 
the  promoters  of  the  law  would  not  have 
dared  to  do  when  the  act  was  in  pnigress  ? 
There  was  ancithcr  reason  why  the  Ilouse 
should  consent  to  adopt  his  motion.     The 
fact  was,  that  they  were  pledged  to  grant 
a  hearing  to  the  parties  who  petitioned  on 
tliis  occasion.     When  a  committee  sat  upon 
the  subject  upstairs  in  1838  several  charges 
were  made  against  these  unions  which  he 
was  informed  were  groundless,  and  he  chal- 
lenged the  proof  of  them  by  the  commis- 
sioners.     The  parties  against  whom  the 
charges  were  maide  stated  it  as  their  opinion 
that  they  were  put  forward  for  the  puqiow 
of  inducing  the  Ilouse  to  grant  to  the  Poor- 
law  ( ommisnoners  power  to  dissolve  tlie 
unions.     He,  acting  upon  this  information, 
moved  that  it  should  be  an  instruction  to 
the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  alleged 
mismanagement  in  the  (filbert  unions  and 
othem  incorporated  under  local  acts,  and 
to  report  thereon  to  the  House.     The  re- 
port, at  page  418,  sUted  that«— 

"  Obstacles  were  raised  on  the  part  of  the 
guardians  to  the  dissolution  of  the  unions, 
partly  from  adverse  personal  interests,  and 
partly  from  the  difficulty  of  conviociug  tliem 
of  the  general  advantages  of  a  change  of  sys- 
tem." 

The  report  also  stated  that,— 

**  Under  Gilbcrt*s  Act  the  guardians  receive 


some  .'i/.i  some  10/.,  and  some  as  much  u  SO/, 
each.- 

Now,  this  he  was  nrepred  to  deny. 
There  were  160  parishes  in  the  WestRidine 
of  Yorkshire,  and  he  denied  that  any  m 
the  guardians  of  the  Gilbert  unions  had  re- 
ceived one  shilling.  The  report  further 
stated,-* 

"  Thiki  many  of  the  guardians  were  uncul- 
tivated and  prejudiced  persons — thattliey  were 
unable  to  write  their  own  names — that  argu- 
inxnts  of  a  general  nature  were  totally  unin- 
tirlligiblc  to  them,  and  that  they  were  guided 
in  their  proceedings  by  matters  puiely  local." 

Now,  he  was  satisfied  the  agricultural 
Members  of  the  House  would  agree  with 
him  in  saying  that  this  was  a  gross  libel  on 
those  perscms.     So  far  from  being  unintel- 
ligent, they  had  very   excellent  ideas  of 
their  own    interests,  as    well  as  of  what 
was  due  to  the  poor ;  and  they  gave  the  best 
pniof  of  their    intelligence  by  preferring 
the    system    which    would    preserve    the 
unions  under   their  own  government  and 
control.     In  1838  the  House  consented  f 
institute  an  inquiry,  and  he  stipuhited  that 
they  bhould    not   confine   the   inquiry  tm 
Poor-law  Commissioners  and  their  assist- 
ants, but  that  practical  men  should  be  called 
in  to  furnish  the  committee  with  the  infor- 
mation of  which  it  stood  so  much  in  need. 
Of  that  committee  Mr.  Fazukerley  was  tlio 
cliairman,  and  he  told  that  gentleman  that 
he  had  a  list  of  persons  whom  he  wished  to 
have  examined,  lliat  gentleman  replied  they 
should  be  examined,  and  added,  that  infor- 
mation should  be  given  as  to  the  time  when 
it  would  be  convenient   for    them  to  at- 
tend.     The  committee  was  overwhelmed 
with   business — two   or    three    Poor-Uw 
C'Cmimissioners  were  examined,  but  not  one 
of  the  names  in  his  list  was  called  upon, 
though  they  were  most  anxious  to  give  evi- 
dence.     This,   he  conceived,  was  a  gross 
breach  of  faith  with  regard  to  these  par- 
ties.    The  reason  given  for  this  conduct 
was,  that  the  unions  under  local  acts  in- 
terfered  with,  and  were   hnstile   to,  the 
uniform  operation   of  the  new  act.     Fur 
his  own  part   he   liked   them   the  better 
for  that,  as  in  his  mind  the  new  act  was 
not  quite  so  agrceabk  to  the  public  as  by 
any  means  to  render  its  uniform  opera- 
tion desirable.     He  was  authorised  to  &tate, 
on  the  part  of  these  unions,  that  if  a  com- 
mittee were  granted,  if  a   full   and  fair 
hearing  were  allowed,  and  if  it  could  be 
shown  that  the  operation  of  the  new  act 
possessed  advantages  over  their  system,  they 
would  ooDient  to  £aolTe  the  unioiis.  Could 
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•It 


any  thing  be  more  fair  than  that  ?  Wliy 
wuuld  the  House  shrink  from  inquiry  ? 
Was  it  that  it  dreaded  a  comparison  ?  lie 
would  read  to  the  House  an  extract  from  a 
letter  which  he  hud  received  from  the  Kcv. 
Mr.  Rathurst,  of  Leeds,  in  which  that  gen- 
tleman most  strongly  urged  investigation. 
His  words  were  these: — 


''Such  an  inquiry  we  desire,  and  I  hope 
we  arc  not  so  unreasoDablc  as  to  wish  lo 
maintain  our  system  if  the  judgment  of  im- 
partial and  competent  persons  pronounces  it, 
after  careful  inTcstigation,  to  be  decidedly  in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  New  Poor-luw.  Tlie  |>cti- 
tion  is  sent  to  Mr.  K,  B.  Denibon  for  pri-- 
sentation,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  be  dis- 
posed to  support  your  motion  for  a  conuuittee 
of  inquiry," 

He  hoped  he  had  now  said  enough  to 
convince  the  House  of  the  justice  and  ex- 
^lediency  of  his  motion*  llu  did  not  want 
to  extend  the  inquiry  over  a  very  wide 
field,  nor  to  investigate  the  whole  of  the 
Poor-law,  but  where  unions  founded  u|)on 
the  two  diflerent  systems  lay  contiguously 
to  each  other,  let  both  be  oi>m[Kired,  ami 
it  would  soon  be  |H.*rceivod  which  was  the 
more  humane,  tho  more  eamomical,  and 
the  m(»re  satisfactory  in  its  o|ieration.  'Ilie 
hon.  (ientlomaii  eoneludetl  hy  moving  for< 
the  cumniittoc. 

Captain  Pcchell  seconded  the  motion 
with  the  most  cordial  satisfaction.  The 
in(|uiry  was  asked  for  on  two  grounds — 
tirst,  because  charges  of  the  grossest  ino- 
culation and  ignorance  had  been  made  by 
the  commissioners  against  the  «^ardianB 
of  the  Gilbert  unions.  Those  incorfiora- 
tioDs  were  spread  over  a  great  part  of  the 
country,  especially  in  the  counties  uf 
York  and  Sussex,  and  cnibrarc<l  a  |N>pu- 
lation  of  not  less  than  .0,<H)O,(H)O  souU. 
It  was  most  necessary  that  charges  brought 
against  the  officers  of  those  importanl  lx>- 
dies  should  be  rebutted.  Mr.  Hall,  the 
assistant-commissioner,  in  hi;*  rr|>ort, 
stated  that  the  op|>osition  raised  to   the 

dissoluti(»n  of  those  unions  on  the  part  of*  coniiinssioner  Hall  being  aiked, 
their  f;iiartli.ins,   arose   partly   fioin  their        ••  Were  the  guardians  paid   for 
udvrrr^e     pi-rsonal    interests,    and     partly    U-nfJ.in<.c    under  (filt>ert*s  AclM' aMwwaJu 


composed  the  Kasi  Preston  UoioD  lbs 
guardians  represented  property  to  tbm 
amount  of  14,000/.  a  year,  many  of  thcM 
being  proprietors,  and  others  reatiag 
farms  of  the  value  of  from  600/.  to  IfiOOL 
a  year.  Mr.  Hawlcy  stated,  that  thew 
incorporations  still  continued  unaabiaclMl 
to  the  provisions  of  the  New  Poor-law, 
and  were  of  mischierous  example  lo 
newly  formed  unions.  Now,  every 
must  know  that  those  unione  wero  wml 
iectcd  to  the  provisions  of  the  New  Pbor* 
law  so  far  as  was  consistent  with  IImb 
operation  of  Gilbert's  Act,  though  ihcj 
were  nut  subject  to  the  uncontrolled  im* 
flucnce  of  the  Poor-law  Commit 
Was  it,  he  would  ask,  of  mischievooa 
ample  to  provide  increased  corofarls  to 
old  and  decayed  poor  in  the  workhi 
who  had  probably  seen  better  dayaT  Was 
it  of  mischievous  example  that  the  g«ar^ 
dians  should  exercise  the  power  of  oomk 
dering  the  conduct  and  character  of  petw 
sons  who  applied  for  relief?  Waa  it  aai** 
chievous  to  allow  the  paupers  to  fo  to 
church  on  Sunday  and  bear  divine  senrioef 
Was  it  mischievous  to  allow  them  better 
and  more  wholesome  diet,  with  boar, 
which  article  was  expressly  mentioned  fas 
the  scheilule  to  Gilbert's  Act?  If  ihs 
guardians  ncglecte<l  their  duty,  waa  k 
miichievous  that  a  tntimiamus  should  iaow 
tu  coin(iel  them  to  observe  the  rules  aad 
regulations  prescribed  for  the  nanago- 
ment  of  the  incor|>orations ?  In  thcst 
unions  relief  was  allowed  to  be  pvca 
without  sending  the  poor  man  to  tho 
workhouK*.  Mr.  Hawlcy  again  chatgad 
the  guardians  with  having  acted  illeglllj 
in  selling  goods  to  the  poor,  but  it  taraad 
out  on  inquiry  that  one  of  them  waa  in 
the  habit  of  laying  in  a  stock  of  fuel,  and 
allowing  the  poor  to  purchase  it  dacng 
the  winter  at  half-price.  Before  a  com- 
mi  I  lee  he  could  produce  evidence  which 
!«howed  that  that  was  tlie  fact. 


from  the  ditlicultv  of  convincing  them  of.  *'  ^^  >iliin  iny  ex|ierience  tbepr  were  almost  all 

the  advanla;:cs  w'hich  would  result  fn.ni  a    T^'.V*-     >   *>*:'»«*t  •"•"    "^^m  »he 

f'haiige  of  system  ;  and  that  theguardi.itis 

in  the  lural  diatrii.-t9  were  su  ignorant  that 

many  of  them  were  unable  tu  write  their 

own  names.     Now,  in  the  county  of  Sus- 

srx,  where  lliere  were  two  lar^je  incor[M)- 

ratmns,  he  would  plcd(;e  himself  that  t!ie 

zu  iruians  were  of  a  viry  ditferent  desciip- 

tion.     Id  the  uineteeo    parishes    which 


the  ^  ^ 
suHiiii'iit  tn  lie  an  object  to  a  person  la 
sttu.itiiin  of  fuaniuii  ? — C*ertainly.     The  i 
joniy  of  the  guardians  wiihia  my 
Were  persons  to  whom  the  salary  wm  a 
siderabli  object.*'    *'What  was  the 
of  the  iaianes  ?— They  varied  from  5Lf9L,%m 
3  >/  per  annum.  *' 

Now,  the  fact  was,  that  the  _ 
under  Gilbert's  Act  were  under  a  fwallj 
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of  5L  for  non-atlcndaiicr  at  thrir  monthly 
meeting:!  ;  to  thut  a  guardian  might,  under 
some  |>ccuhar  circiimsUncct,  lie  liable  to 
the  |>aymcnt  of  <)()/.  in  one  year.  Mr. 
at»Utunt-commiuioner  Power  was  asked 
before  the  commilteee  of  I H38, 

"  Can  you  give  the  amount  of  rates  in  the 
(filbert  unions  ?--*No,  I  cannot.**  '*  Arc  they 
more  or  less  gcncrnlly  than  in  the  l*oor.law 
union  ?— lliey  would  l)e  much  te^ts  than  in 
some  Poor-law  unions  that  arc  now  existing 
in  otiier  parts  of  the  country,  as  coro|>ared 
with  ihe  popuUtion.  *'  **  liuve  you  heard  of 
any  complaint;!  from  ihc  rate|iayers  in  the 
(filbert  unions?— No,  I  have  not."  *' lUvo 
you  heard  any  complaints  from  the  labouring 
(loor? — No.*'  You  tay  that  the  ex|N.'iise  of 
(•ilbert  unions  is  probably  less  than  in  some 
of  the  unions  under  the  i*oor-law  Act?— Yes, 
1  hiife  no  doubt  that  it  is,  in  proportion  to  Ihe 
population.  '*  *'  What  was  the  nature  of  the 
objections  which  the  guardians  of  the  (filt>ert 
unions  raised  to  being  put  under  tlie  New 
Poor-law?^ in  the  first  place  they  entertained 
a  considerable  distrust  of  the  value  of  the 
amendments.  I  think  also  their  unwillingness 
to  dissolve  has  been  very  much  increased  by 
the  better  inanageinent,  and  a  considemblc  re- 
duction of  rates,  which  has  been  effected  by 
them  within  the  last  three  or  four  years.  1 
think  they  have  an  increased  confidence  in 
their  own  management,  and  they  do  not  know, 
and  It  is  very  diffic*ult  to  ei plain  to  them,  the 
value  and  advantages  of  the  change  proposed 
to  l>e  introduced. " 

Mr.  Richard  llall,  assistant-commta- 
sioner,  id  answer  to  a  question,  says 

*'  That  in  some  of  the  Gilbert  unions  the 
rates  artr  lower.  In  those  i» ilbert  unions  which 
afterwards  formed  the  l^iterworth  Union  I 
found  the  rales  lower  than  in  the  adjoining 
union  of  Market  llarborough,  where  thcie 
had  been  no  Gilbert  unions.  " 

Mr.  Pilktngton,  at  a  meeting  at  Worth- 
ing, July,  1835,  auured  the  meeting  that 
the  commissioners  bad  no  other  object  in 
view  in  wishinc;  for  a  dissolution  but  their 
benefit;  that  they  had  doubts  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  guardians  in  the  case  of 
able-bodied  paupcn,  at  in  Norfolk  a  doubt 
was  cotertained,  and  the  questioD  bad 
been  much  mooted ;  aod  but  for  this 
doubt  the  commissioners  had  no  desire  to 
interfere,  their  wish  being  merely  to 
streogthen  the  bandf  of  tlie  guardians, 
and  that,  if  all  parishes  were  as  well 
managed  as  Worthing,  there  would  not  be 
any  occasion  for  commissiooers  or  assist- 
ants. The  present  motion  extended  also 
to  an  inquiry  into  the  admioistntioD  of 
parishes  under  local  acts ;  and  be  might 
cite  the  example  of  Brightoo  in  prooi  of 


(he  excellent  manner  in  which  tbey  were 
managed.  The  expenditure  by  guardians 
under  local  acts  for  ten  years  from  1830 
was  as  follows:— From  1830  to  1834, 
|-JI,2K8/.;  from  1835  to  1839, 100,121/.; 
showing  a  decrease  of  *2 1,167/.  The 
county-rate  for  the  first  fife  years  was 
8,90(>/.,  for  the  second  five  years  13,906/., 
showing  an  increase  of  county-rate  of 
5,000/.  Tho  weekly  average  of  inmates 
niaititained  in  workhouses  for  the  first  five 
years  was  343,  for  the  second  five  years 
401,  showing  an  increase  of  weekly  average 
fur  the  last  five  years  of  fif^y-eight.  No 
better  proof  could  be  had  of  the  prudence 
with  which  the  aiTsirs  of  such  parishes 
were  managed  than  the  provision  inserted 
in  the  act  of  last  Seuion,  that  the  com« 
iiiissioners  should  not  have  power  to  enact 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  parishes  under 
those  acts. 

The  (question  having  been  put, 
Sir  J.  Graham  said,  his  parliamentary 
experience  had  informed  him  long  ago 
that  no  motion  was  so  specious  or  attrac- 
tive as  one  for  a  committee  of  inquiry,  aad 
also  that  it  was  one  frequently  very  con- 
venient for  the  executive  Government.  If 
it  were  consistent  with  his  sense  of  duty 
to  acquiesce  in  the  present  motion,  be 
knew  no  occasion  on  which  the  latter  pari 
of  the  proposition  would  be  more  true. 
The  committee,  if  granted,  would  not  ter* 
minate  in  tho  present  Session,  and  proba- 
bly not  in  the  next,  and  nothing  would  be 
more  easy  or  more  convenient  than  for  the 
Cxovernmcnt,  under  the  shelter  of  an  inter- 
minable committee,  to  propose  a  short  bill 
towards  the  end  of  the  present  Session  to 
continue  the  Poor-law  Commission  for  one 
year  more.  But  he  did  not  think  it  bis 
duty  to  acquiesce  in  any  such  proposal* 
On  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  Government 
he  should,  as  soon  after  Easter  as  the 
state  of  the  public  business  permitted, 
offer  to  the  House,  as  he  had  already 
stated,  not  a  measure  for  the  superseding 
of  the  powers  of  the  commissioners,  but  a 
bill  embodying  such  emendations  of  the 
law  as  experience  would  seem  to  justify 
and  render  desirable.  He  had  already 
refused  to  slate  by  piecemeal  what  was 
the  extent  or  character  of  the  alterations 
he  intended  to  propose.  He  thought  such 
a  course  would  be,  on  many  accounts, 
exceedingly  inconvenient,  and  he  must, 
despite  the  temptation  now  offered  him, 
continue  to  adhere  to  bis  original  opinion, 
thai  it  would  be  most  onsaiisfactorj  lo 
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discuss  the  princfplcn  of  so  great  and  im- 
portant a  measure  apon  every  question  or 
motion  that  was  raised  relating  to  it.  He 
submitted,  that  this  was  not  the  time  or 
opportunity  to  enter  upon  such  a  discus- 
sion, and  therefore  he  must  decline  to 
follow  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  just 
sat  down  in  the  arguments  they  had  used 
with  regard  to  the  measure.  At  the  same 
time  there  were  some  remarks  which  had 
fallen  from  those  hon.  Members  which  he 
could  not  but  feel  it  his  duty  to  notice. 
The  hon.  Mover  had  read  a  report  of  an 
isolated  passage  in  a  speech  delivered  by 
Lord  Althorp,  which  he  interpreted  to 
contain  a  pledge  that  the  Gilbert  unions 
should  not  be  touched.  Now,  he  had 
been  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet  which  in- 
troduced the  Poor-law  Amendment  Act 
— he  had  been  a  party  to  that  measure — 
had  been  fully  cognizant  of  all  the  points 
considered  in  connexion  with  it  prior  to  its 
being  submitted  to  Parliament,  and  he 
could  distinctly  state,  that  in  the  first 
draught  of  the  bill  the  repeal  of  the  Gilbert 
unions  was  introduced.  Subsequent  mo- 
difications had  taken  place,  but  still,  al- 
though a  direct  repeal  had  been  avoided, 
yet,  looking  at  the  15th  clause  of  the  bill, 
which  placed  the  administration  of  relief 
under  the  control  of  the  commissioners, 
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Act,  and  other  local  acts  of  the  m 
character.  Conjointly  this  was  quite  Iroct 
but  he  would  beg  the  House  to  look  eC 
the  question  in  another  point  of  ticv. 
Since  the  Poor-law  Ameodieent  Act  had 
passed  no  less  than  fifty-five  Gilbert 
unions  had  voluntarily  agreed  to  diaiolva 
themselves,  and  come  under  the  operatioa 
of  the  general  Poor-law.  Those  nf^-Bve 
unions  contained  715  parishes,  aod  it  wee 
a  remarkable  circumstance,  that  at  iIm 
time  when  they  came  under  the  opefetioa 
of  the  new  system  they  owed  a  debt  of 
39,000/.,  of  which  they  had  since  paid  off 
nearly  20,000/.,  or  not  less  than  ooe*helll 
When  the  hon.  Grentleman,  too,  had 
spoken  of  these  3,000.000  of  people^  ba 
should  have  borne  in  mind  that  the  aoaa* 
ber  of  persons  living  under  the  operataoa 
of  the  Gilbert  unions  was  by  no  means  aa 
great.  As  he  had  already  said,  fifty-fiva 
Gilbert  unions  had  joined  the 
system.  There  now  remained  only 
Gilbert  unions,  distributed  in  nine 
ties  out  of  the  fifty-two  in  England 
Wales.  Those  twelve  unions  contaiaad 
311)  parishes,  and  156,000  persons. 

Captain  Pcchill  had  referred  to  tha 
number  of  persons  living  in  unions  aadar 
Gilbert's  Act  and  local  acts  conjointly. 

Sir  J.  Graham  was  now  discrioiiaatiag 


and  comparing  it  with  the  5'2nd  clause,  .  between  the  Gilbert  unions  and  the  ani 
which  gave  the  commissioners  the  |H)wcr     'formed  umler  local  acts;  and  under  tha 

-  By  such  rules,  ordcm,  and  reguiui.ons,  as  !  ^T"'  "  ^^  before  said  there  wen  Oil^ 
they  ihouKlii  fit,  u>  declare  to  uliai  cxicm.  and  i  1»^'».000  persons.  He  had  spoken  of  tba 
for  what  period,  thv  relief  to  he  given  to  alilc-  >«»''ge  amount  by  which  the  fiftv-five  aaMae 
bodied  peivMis  in  any  particular  parish  or  had  reduced  their  debt  ;  now  let  him  loak 
union  may  lie  administered  out  of  the  wuil-  to  the  Other  side.  The  tvreive  aaiOM 
house  of  Mji  li  parish  or  unum."  which  remained  owed,  when  the  Poor-bv 

(These  were  the  wurds  of  the  clau^r)—  ■  Amendment  Act  passed,  a  debt  of  4»457l. 
lookinL;at,andcolliparin<;thusL'twoctull^es,  Thry  had  since  paid  off  1,400/.,  that 
and  then  applyin*;  t(i  them  the  interpreta-  to  say,  that  whiUt  those  unions  which 
tion  clause,  which  defined  what  a  union  dissolved  themselves  had  paid  ftff  imif-half 
was,  he  must  say,  tliut  if  it  had  not  been  the  amount  they  owed,  tne  twelve  which 
fur  tlio  authority  of  the  late  Attorney-  '  remained  had  only  paid  ofi"  one-fifth.  8a 
general,  now  Lord  Campbell,  he  should  ,  much  for  the  management  under 
certainly  have  thuuL:ht  that  the  bill,  us  it  unions.  But  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
now  siood,  did  go  very  far  to  re|>cal  the  had  very  contemptuously  referred  to  tha 
unit  ins  formed  under  liiibert*s  Act.  Tne  geographical  dilHcullies;  had  spoken  of 
opinion  of  Lf»rd  Campbtll,  however*  on  the  way  in  which  country  gentlemen 
the  subject,  rendered  it  f|uite  clear,  that  gulled ;  and  had  held  up  the  COfl 
the  repeal  was  incomplete,  and  that  it  was  ^ioner■'  map  to  the  ridicule  of  the  H 
still  open  to  Parliament  to  di>cu!is  the  Now,  he  might,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  tail 
queiitioii  whether  such  rr|>eal  should  t.ikc  '  the  lum.  Member,  that  in  consequence  of 
piaee  or  not.  Now,  the  hon.  (ientlcmen  the  geogiaphical  difiicultics  thus  liriltlj 
opposite  had  referred  to  the  gri-ai  number  adverteil  to,  there  were  parishes  in  Eof* 
or  persons  ati'ected  by  the>c  unions,  and  land  containing  250,000  inhabitants,  who 
had  stated  that  there  were  no  less  than  were  entirely  cut  off  from  all  Poor-law 
3,UUO,000  people  living  under  Udbert's  |  management  whatever,      Hci 


817 


New  PooT'Law-^ 


(March  17} 


Gilbert  Unions. 


818 


could  not  illuttralc  the  inconveniences  of 
the  existing  system  better  than  by  referring; 
to  the  fact  that  those  parishes  were  unalile 
to  take  advantage  of  the  piovisions  of  that 
admirable  law  which  passed  the  House 
last  year — the  Vaccination  Act.  He  be- 
lieved that  that  act  had  given  every  satis- 
faction,  and  he  could  state  on  the  best 
authority  that  its  provisions  had  worked 
most  admirably,  especially  in  the  metro- 
politan districts.  He  was  enabled  to  state, 
on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Farr,  whose  name 
wait  known  in  connexion  with  the  regis- 
tration of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages, 
that  in  the  metropolis,  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  last  year,  608  children  died 
of  the  small-pox.  In  the  next  quarter,  end- 
ing the  3rd  of  July,  which  was  subsequent 
to  the  passing  of  the  act,  252  only  had 
died.  Up  to  October,  the  third  quarter, 
128  died;  and  in  the  quarter  ending  the 
Ist  of  JanuarT.  1842,  the  number  was 
further  reduced  to  sixty-eight.  That  was 
to  say,  that  whilst  within  the  quarter  pre- 
vious to  the  passing  of  the  act  605  chil- 
dren had  died  of  amall-pox,  in  the  third 
quarter,  after  the  bill  came  into  operation, 
the  number  had  been  reduced  to  sixty- 
eight.  Now,  he  only  wished  the  House 
to  look  at  the  hardship  upon  those  who 
wore  excluded  from  the  operation  of  the 
act— who  were  unable  to  take  advantage 
of  the  provisions  of  this  most  salutary 
law.  The  hon.  Member  for.  Brighton 
praised  the  exemplary  management  under 
the  system  in  operation  in  the  town  he 
represented.  He,  however,  had  seen  in 
the  public  papers  reports  of  certain  acts 
done,  and  statements  of  the  way  in  which 
the  poor-rates  of  the  town  were  expended, 
which,  if  he  was  required  to  state  a  case 
of  abuse,  be  should  certainly  consider  very 
fair  matter  for  illustration  and  comment, 
ile  would  take  leave  to  ask  the  Hon. 
Member  if  he  had  never  heard  of  the  ap- 
pffopriation  of  a  part  of  the  poor-rates  to 
the  hire  of  a  court  dress  for  some  parish 
functionary  who  desired  to  be  particularly 
gay  in  honour  of  the  birth  of  the  Princess 
Royal?  [Capuin  Pechell:  That  money 
was  spent  out  of  the  constables'  rate.] 
Had  the  Hon.  Member  never  beard  of  a 
summer-house  being  built  in  the  work- 
house garden  out  of  the  public  money? 
Had  he  never  heard  of  a  costly  stock  of 
wines  laid  in,  of  a  large  bill  for  cigars,  all 

Kid  for  out  of  the  poor-rate  of  the  town  ? 
lere  were  statements  to  this  effect  afloat, 
and  they  certainly  did  not  show  ferj  good 


management.  But  he  would  not  trespass 
on  the  time  of  the  House  any  further. 
At  the  proper  period,  when  her  Majesty's 
(jovernmcnt  brought  forward  their  propo- 
sition, whatever  it  might  be,  with  regard 
to  the  general  question,  or  with  regard  to 
the  unions  under  Gilbert's  Act  or  any 
other  local  acts,  then  would  be  the  time 
for  him  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  these 
subjects  ;  and  he  could  assure  the  House 
that  he  should  not  shrink  from  the  task. 
As  far  as  regarded  the  question  now  under 
consideration,  he  did  not  consider  that  this 
was  a  proper  time  to  discuss  it,  and  he 
would,  therefore,  at  once  say,  that  be 
should  give  it  his  decided  opposition. 

Captain  Pechell  rose  to  explain.  When 
he  stated  the  number  of  persons  livins 
under  the  operation  of  Gilbert's  Act  and 
local  acts,  he  had  spoken  of  those  acts 
conjointly,  and  he  believed  he  had  cor- 
rectly represented  the  numbers.  With 
regard  to  the  abuses  said  to  exist  at 
Brighton,  he  could  tell  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  that  the  vestry  had  put  down 
those  abuses,  all  of  which,  he  believed, 
took  place  some  time  ago.  Whenever 
such  abuses  were  discovert  in  Brighton, 
the  voice  of  the  people  was  sure  to  correct 
them,  and  they  did  not  require  any  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  commissioners  to 
put  an  end  to  such  practices. 

Sir  J,  Graham  said,  the  incident  of  the 
court  dress  of  which  he  had  spoken  oc- 
curred not  more  thau  twelve  months  since. 

Mr.  Wakley  was  quite  ready  to  admit 
that  this  was  not  the  proper  time  to  enter 
into  a  general  discussion  as  to  the  Poor- 
law,  nor  OS  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
the  administration  of  relief,  either  under 
Gilbert's  or  local  acts  of  Parliament.  The 
simple  question  they  had  to  discuss  was, 
whether  or  not  the  Gilbert  unions  were  to 
maintain  their  integrity  if  it  was  the  dis* 
position  of  the  parishioners  to  retain  theoi. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  had  gooo 
back  to  the  origin  of  the  Poor-law  Amend- 
ment  Act,  and  bad  made  a  statement  as 
to  the  intentions  of  the  Goremroent  at  the 
time  of  its  passing,  with  regard  to  which 
he  (Mr.  Wakley)  would  only  say  that  he 
was  exceedingly  glad  the  Government  had 
not  had  the  opportunity  of  carrying  their 
views  into  effect,  and  that  he  only  wished 
more  disagreeable  points  had  been  struck 
out  of  that  hideous  meuure.  But  in  his 
opinion  it  was  not  by  any  means  necessanf 

I  to  eo  so  far  back  as  to  Lord  Altborp^ 
dedaratioQin  1834.  Tbey  bad  somcthtiif 
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more  recent  to  refer  to.  In  the  course  of 
la*t  Sesiion  there  had  been  a  ditcuMion 
on  ihii  luhject.  Since  that  time  there  had 
heen  a  change  of  ad  mi  niit  ration,  and  he 
■lid  not  now  tee  many  hon,  and  li^lit  bon. 
Gentlemen  in  their  piacei  who  had  taken 
part  in  the  previou)  diieuaiions.  Proba- 
bly it  was  not  convenient  for  them  to  at- 
tend. Certainly  he  was  not  sorry  to  sec 
that  they  were  scared  away  by  their  own 
measures,  and  he  hoped  many  of  the  pub- 
lic would  be  scared  by  them  too.  But, 
as  he  had  said  before,  this  ouestioii  was 
discussed  last  year.  It  was  discussed  on 
the  Dril  elause  of  the  bill  coming  iniiler 
considoralion.  He  did  not  now  see  the 
learned  Atlorney-gcneral  in  his  place,  but 
he  should  take  the  liberty,  even  la  hii  ab- 
sence, to  rercr  lo  what  he  had  then  said. 
He  would  alio  brietly  quote  what  had 
been  i.iid  by  tlie  ri<;hlhoii.  Uuronel  at  tlic 
head  of  the  Government  us  will  as  a  few 
observations  which  fell  from  tlie  noble 
Lord  the  Mcnibcr  for  London.  First,  as 
to  the  opiuiunior  the  Altomey-geuerul— 
and  here  he  might  observe,  tliat  be  was 
sure  (hat  bon.  Geotlenian  had  not  chang- 
ed his  opinions  with  his  change  of  ]i03i(ion 
in  that  ilouse.  Tbc  integrity  of  bis  prin- 
ciples were  too  well  known  to  give  rise  to 
any  supposition  that  with  an  alteration 
of  circumstances  there  wnuld  be  any  al- 
teration in  his  opinions.  The  leurneil 
Altorncy-gcncrsl  had  said. 
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Commissioners.  It  wu  worthy  of  itMatk,  ikst 
belli  the  Reform  Uill  and  Municipal  BiU  re- 
pealed all  those  acts  which  stood  in  iha  way  of 

intended  by  Parliaineni,  ihat  betwacn  SOO  aad 
400  acts  uf  the  Legisklure  should  eiist  by  Iha 
suReraiice  and  caprice  of  the  Paar4a«  Coas- 
misiionin.  It  was  ridiculous  to  suppaaa,  ihu 
luch  an  idea  was  ever  conlenipbtcd.  If  it 
were  the  intention  of  (he  noble  Lord  to  naks 
the  House  believe    that  die  Poor-law  Cowi 


acts  under  which  so  many  parisne 
governed,  it  was   his  duly  to  siy  an,  > 
eiplieitly,  and   in   leu  ambiipwiu  langi  _ 
ibau  that  coniuieed  in  ilie  third  daaic  of  Iha 
bill." 

That  wu  the  language  of  the  | 
Attorney -general,  sud  whu  laD|vagC,  b* 
would  ask,  could  be  stronger  T  Tba  lMra»d 
Attorney 'gen  era  I  was  followed  by  the  i^ht 
hon,  baronet,  the  Member  lor  Tamwertll. 
lie  would  not  read  the  whola  of  ifat  n|kt 
hon.  Baronet's  address,  though  it  ith,  is 
every  scosl',  a  must  eicellent  one.  Ham, 
however,  was  the  conduding  sentenM  of 
his  speech  :— 

"  ilc  had  always  ihiiii);hl,  that  wharf  thaw 
were  immenMi  niasici  of  popuUiion  wdl  g»> 
vemcil  uudci  Incal  acts  it  winild  ooibt  foand 
eipadieni  to  pUce  ihem  under  the  eonirol  of 
Ibecoiumiasiuucrs." 

Tlic  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  Livcp. 
pool,  had  used  a  simiUr  oxpreMioo.  H« 
said,  that — 


"  lie  Ifijted  the  l.iri<c  parislies,  not  al 
under  lliv  I'aur-law  Cumin issiuiiers,  would  b« 


"  There  waH  no  iiijuiiiec-  in  saying,  ihal  a 

board  of  giiatdiaos  thould  nut  lie   imi>OMU 

where  one  already  rmtcd  ;  hut  llieie  buardi 

were  superwded  by  nulling  tlie  »'vci;il  p.iri>li(!s 

into  unions.     What  wai  dutie  wiih  ttfeifncc 

10  the  Itefutm  Hill  and  llie  .Municipal  llill  *    , 

In  the  former,  a  gIbuk  was  mwrli-d,  iep<'.il.    | 

iog  eVL-ry  tliaiier,  ilalute,  and  act  >landiii|;  ii 

llie  way  of  that  bill.     A  clause  tu  the  sami 

effect  was  intiuduced  into  the  Municipal  Hill. 

Was  il»s  cuur!.<^  aduptcU  in  iliv  l>our-l  jw  Bill ! 

No,  and  he  was  not  »urnri>.tMl  al  il.    When  tbe 

I'oor-law  Arnvmluienl  Bill  wa«  {uMtd,  ii  was 

the  General  underi landing  in  tliv  IIhum,  lh:il 

all  local  acli  iboukl  iioi  bu iiairrod  wiili,  Imi 

sbwild  ii'mam  in  due  forie.     lie  hjd  ethli'j- 

vourcd  ID  iiblaia  some  prcciM  sod  iiict  inlur-  , 

inalti.n  wiih  lefvreuce  lu  1I14I  declaraiuMi,  and  ^ 

had  Searched  in  tlic  uiujI  kiianuttlt  of  infoiniA.  I 

lion,     lie  had  not  b«en  able  in  find  any  dii-  j 

tinct  staivmeni  «hich  fill  from  LirJ  Alilioip,         At  that  tine,  the  llouiC  would  recoUect 

buleeruinetpressioos  that  fell  from  the  noble,  (he  Whin  meant  lo  leave  Gilbert's  ind 

l«rddunngthedii«iJ»ion,iu»Ufi^thcHouiei  ,|,p  ]^g|  g^„  m.touched.  Since  tbni, 
I  there  had  been  a  change  of  MioiUfy— « 
]  change  which  had  bt.-cn,  to  a  great  ekl 


thvy  were." 
hit  what  was  said  besides  ihiaT  H« 
lid  now  call  llw  attention  of  Ute  rigkl 
bon.  Batuiiet  (Sir  J .  Graham)  to  what  Did 
lieen  said  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Loudon.  The  noble  Lord  bad 
said, — 

"Tlie  purport  of  the  clauK  wat,  thai  so  tmr 
as  Ih.il  ait  was  ciiiii-t.-riieil,  no  furlber  iol«fb 
f<:rL'iice  sliiwld  occur  tlian  llial  which  hail  lakai 
pl.iL-i:  uiiiler  die  general  act.  That  wu  what 
Ihi;  ilauic  piufoted  and  did.  He  couU  Mat 
■i-e  uuy  iinbiKUiiy  in  the  ilausc.  It  slaiad 
'\p1iciily,  thai  the  preseut  act  sboald 
lerfcie  with  sny  local  acts  ibat  HJilst 


n  bebi'Ting  dial  par»hei  ilien  unJrr  ihv  1 
llol  of  I0c.1l  .icti  of  I'jiliamciil,  aiiJ  1 
boards  of  guardui 


he  oixralK-n  of  die  Toor-law  Bill,  and  1  occasioiieu  oy  wnai  ne  cuuiu  1 
It  tab*  inierfertd  with  by  tbc  I'Dur-law  |  Itjliog  tbe  very  objectionaUt 
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the  parly  in  office,  with  respect  to  this 
very  measure,  lie  (Mr.  Wakley)  had  ex- 
|)ccte(l  and  hoped,  that  in  consequence  of 
that  change  in  the  Adminiitration,  there 
would  have  been  a  change  for  the  better 
with  regard  to  this  measure.  He  had 
hoped,  that  its  asperities  would  have  been 
softened,  that  its  rigours  would  have  been 
iilleviati.-d ,  that  mo^t,  it*  not  all,  of  its  ob- 
jectionable characteristics  would  have  been 
removed.  Well,  there  had  l)een  a  change, 
and  he  had  assisted  to  produce  it.  [Cries 
of  '*  Oh,  oh  r]  Oh,  but  he  did,  and  he 
candidly  owned  that  he  had  not  been  sorry 
tu  see  the  change ;  but  he  now  began  to 
think  that  he  had  not  acted  very  wisely. 
If  the  Government  went  on  in  this  way, 
he  should  be  obliged  to  betake  himself  to 
the  bed  of  repentance,  lie  must  say,  that 
their  proceeding  to-night  was  lamentable. 
He  could  not  but  see  that  those  unions 
were  sacrificed.  Did  the  right  lion.  Da- 
rouct  believe,  that  public  feeling  had  so 
far  abated,  that  he  was  entitled  to  act  as 
he  was  acting  ?  Did  he  think,  that  the 
Poor-law  Amendment  Act  would  civc 
greater  8ati^faction  undcrr  a  Tory  than 
under  a  Whig  Administration  ?  lie  had 
ho|>ed  for  changes^  and  he  should  have 
rejoiced  to  see  them.  But  to  return  to 
the  subject  he  was  debating.  lie  did  say, 
that  the  understanding  last  iSession,  with 
rcgaid  to  these  Gilbert  unions  was,  that 
llioy  should  not  be  touched — that  the 
Cumniissioners'  |K)wer  should  not  be  ex- 
tended to  them— that  they  should  not  be 
broken  up,  but  should  remain  intact  as 
long  as  the  parishioners  desired.  Was 
not  the  present  proceeding«  then,  most 
unfortunate  in  reference  to  public  feeling  ? 
He  had  not  teen  the  bill,  and  the  rigiit 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  took  precious  good 
care  that  he  should  not  see  it.  He  did 
not  approve  of  this  secret  policy.  It  was 
not  a  fair  proceeding  either  towanls  the 
House  or  the  country.  They  had  been 
called  on  to  vote  a  supply  to  tlie  Crown. 
Now,  it  was  the  ancient  policy  of  Parlia- 
ment not  to  give  a  Government  money,  if 
they  did  not  remedy  abuses.  The  Poor- 
law  Commission  would  expire  in  July 
next.  W'hat  time,  then,  would  the  House 
have  for  giving  the  subject  that  considera- 
tion it  deserved,  when  they  were  kept  in 
total  ignorance  of  the  iolentions  or  the 
(lovernment?  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  had  the  bill  for  a  considerable  time 
in  preparation ;  the  Goveroment  bad  had 
many  months  for  taking  a  review  of  pub- 


lic afluirs;  and,  after  all  that  had  taken 
place  with  respect  to  the  Poor-law  Bill,  he 
(.Mr.  Wakley)  had  ex|>ccted  that  this 
measure  would  have  been  the  first  pro- 
fK)sed.  Instead  of  this  being  the  case, 
they  were  now  in  March,  and  they  wers 
ignorant  of  any  one  proposition  or  improve- 
ment that  the  new  bill  was  to  contain. 
He  felt  sure,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
from  what  he  knew  of  the  public  feeling 
in  reference  to  local  acts,  would,  if  he 
meant  to  maintain  them  in  their  present 
force,  be  too  gratified  to  make  a  declara- 
tion to  that  ellect.  The  parishes  of  Maryle- 
bfMie  :  containing  a  population  of  1(>0,()00, 
of  Islington  and  St.  Luke,  containing  a 
population  of  ()0,000,  and  St.  James  and 
a  variety  of  other  parishes  throughout  the 
country,  were  all  interested  in  this  ques- 
tion, and  he  called  on  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  who  had  assisted  so  nobly  in 
figliting  the  battle  of  the  people  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Poor-law,  to  maintain  their 
principles  on  the  present  occasion^  to 
redeem  their  pledges,  and  uphold  the 
high    and     dignified    part     which    they 

fmrsued  in  the  last  Session  of  Par- 
iament.  Ho  regretted  not  to  see  that 
cneigetic  Gentleman,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Knaresborough,  in  his  place.  This 
was  the  time  he  should  be  there.  This 
was  the  time  they  wanted  such  men  to 
give  their  aid  to  the  popular  cause.  It 
was  of  no  use  for  them  to  make  splendid 
speeches,  if  they  were  not  ready  to  Bght 
the  battle  when  the  contest  *ook  place. 
Before  be  sat  down  he  '^  ai  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  »'*'*  og  the  state 

of  public  (es  .ence  to  local 

acts,    perhapi  hon.    Baronet 

would  not  thin  ting  unfairly  in 

doing  so — he  him,  if  it  were 

his  intention  nc  .y  way  to  infringe 

upon  tlie  powers  Jse  acts,  or  to  give 

the  commissioners  y  further  power  over 
them,  that  he  wouli  give  up  a  little  por- 
tion of  bis  secret,  and  state  so  to  the 
House.  This  would  give  him  most  heart- 
felt satisfaction,  because  he  knew,  that  at 
the  existing  moment  the  greatest  excite- 
ment and  discontent  prevailed  in  reference 
to  the  present  state  of  this  question. 

Mr.  ColvHU  had  heard  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, and  disagreed  from  bim  on  two 
points.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  said  the 
present  was  not  the  time  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  Gilbert  unions.  They  came  now 
before  the  Home  to  seek  inquiry ;  thej 
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did  not  ask  for  it  through  the  hands  of 
the  Poor-law  commissioners,  but  through 
a   committee  of  that    House.     It  would 
seem,  from  what  had  been  said,  that  the 
paupers  of  Brighton  were  better  fed  under 
the  Gilbert  unions  than  under   the  New 
Poor-law  Act.  Feeling  that  the  present  was 
not  the  time  to  discuss  this  important  sub- 
ject, he  would  not  trouble  the  House  with 
many  observations  ;    but  he  could   not 
avoid  expressing  his  satisfaction   at    the 
able  and  gallant  manner  in  which  thehon. 
Member  for  Finsbury  had  defended  the 
rights  of  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
this  country.     He  was  also  extremely  glad 
that  the  hon.  Member  had  brought  this 
subject  before  the  House,  for  he  confessed 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Gra- 
ham) had  not  treated  those  wlio  were  in- 
terested  in   the  preservation  of  Gilbert 
unions  and  otiier    local   acts   with    that 
courtesy  which  they  deserved.     This  was 
the  fourth  time  the  hon.  Baronet  had  been 
applied  to,  in  order  to  explain  his  inten. 
tions  with  respect  to  Gilbert  unions;  and 
though  it  might  be  convenient  in  the  Go- 
vernment to  hold  a  dignified  silence,  that 
dignified    silence    was    death    to    them. 
Those  who  were  interested  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Gilbert  unions  were  quiet  and 
unassuming.     They  did  not  wish  to  agi- 
tate the  question,  nor  were  they  disposed 
to  cry  out  before   tliry   were   hurt;  but 
should  it  be  the  policy  of  the  Government 
to  abolish  those  cor|X)ratiuns,  they  were 
placed   under   the    disadvantap:e  of    not 
knowing  what  the  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment were.     He  feared  the  (lovernment 
intended  to  keep  them  in   perfect  inno- 
cence of  their  intentions,  and  then  fall 
upon  them  lieforc  they  hud  time  to  resist. 
This  was  not  a  manly  course.     Moreover 
it  was  not  a  course  which  he  expected  to 
see   pursued  by  a  Conservative  Govern- 
ment.    He   had    heard    the    right    hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham)  say,  that  pre- 
vious inquiry   was  the   best    ground   for 
legislation,  and  he  therefore  trusted,  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  refused  this  in- 
quiry, he  would  also  refuse  to  legislate  on 
tne  subject,  and  leave  the  Gilbert  unions 
alone.     He    trusted   the    hon.    Member 
would  press  his  motion  to  a  division,  and 
he,  for  one,  would  support  him.     He  only 
wished  the   hon.   .Member   had   compre- 
hended in  his  motion  an  in(|uiry  into  those 
Gillwrt  unions  which  had  voluntarily  dis- 
solved, and  he  had  no  doubt  that  some 
fccrtts  would  come  oat  that  would  liton- 


ish  hon.  Members.  If  it  wai  the  iotCB- 
tion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  bmk  «p 
the  Gilbert  unions,  he  only  hoped,  in  m 
name  of  common  justice,  they  woaM  not 
be  condemned  before  they  were  tried. 

Mr.  Rtdheod  Yorlt  said,  that  if  Chs 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  obienrcdt  tWt 
previous  inquiry  was  necessary  for  Isgio 
lation,  he  had  also  used  the  Ibllomag 
remarkable  and  inauspicious  wotdi, 
namely,  that  he  would  decline  to 
any  explanation  of  his  mcaiurei  to 
vent  adverse  discuuion.  He  thougbl, 
that  the  debate  of  that  night,  and  pnrti- 
cularly  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Menbar  fisr 
Finsbury,  could  not  be  without  advanttgn 
to  the  country;  and  the  sineeritj  of 
speeches,  uttered  under  adverse  ciiCMB* 
stances,  would  now  be  tested,  whea  lh« 
parties  who  delivered  them  were,  iO  lo 
speak,  in  a  happier  condition.    The  poMSt 


under  discussion  was,  whether  the 
would  allow  a  select  committee  to  be 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  operatioa  of 
the  Gilbert  unions.  He  could  perCMlly 
understand,  that,  as  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  stated,  there  was  a  omniiMt 
advantage  in  an  uniformity  of  syatem  %m 
the  purpose  of  sound  legblations  tnd  If 
he  could  have  the  satisfaction  of  henriar 
that  the  measure  intended  to  be  propoMd 
did  comprehend  within  its  principlea  % 
due  consideration  for  that  large  clMa  of 
society  who  were  poor  from  the  force  nad 
cruelty  of  circumstances,  and  not  fhan 
any  fault  of  their  own,  then  be  iboald 
willingly  withdraw  from  any  discnsaioa* 
and  patiently  wail  for  the  introdoetioa  of 
the  Government  measure ;  but  as  rrona 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  silence  be  had 
nothing  to  hope,  and  everything  to  lev, 
he  should  content  himself  with  aayusg, 
that  if  the  hon.  Member  pressed  hia 
motion  to  a  division,  he  should  aap- 
port  it. 

Mr.  Auf </<:// expressed  bis  surprise  llMt 
the  hon.  Member  for  .South  DerbyabirevVho 
desired  that  the  Gilliert  unions  might  not  bo 
condemned  before  they  were  tried,  aboald 
condemn  without  hearmg  the  Govemmeal. 
He  entertained  better  hopesof  the  Govern- 
ment measure  than  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Derbyshire,  and,  reiving  on  tboae 
hopes,  and  recollecting  what  the  rigbt 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham)  bad  auM^ 
respecting  the  inconvenience  of  a  ^nmg 
protracted  int^uiry  into  the  Gilbert  nniont, 
he  might,  admitting  that  inconvenieoea^ 
very  euily  abstain  from  tbe  volo  bo  ia« 
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tended  to  f^ive  in  favour  of  the  motion 
before  the  Houie.  He  felt  strongly  that 
the  object  of  the  present  motion  was  one 
of  inquiry,  but  it  was  one  of  principle — 
viz.,  whether  or  not  those  who  had  the 
management  of  the  unions,  should  have 
an  inHuenlial  voice  in  the  arran^ments 
connected  with  them,  or  whether  that 
authority  should  be  delegated  to  others. 
He  had  seen  much  of  the  operation  of  tlie 
ezisting-law ;  and  he  had  teen  instances 
where  the  greatest  inconvenience,  vexa- 
tion, and  grievance  were  mflicted,  and  he 
bad  himself,  on  one  occasion,  been  most 
unsuccessful  in  endeavouring  to  obtain 
relief  in  a  case  which  he  had  forwarded  to 
the  New  Poor-law  Commissioners.  He 
had  pledged  himself  to  op|M)se  the  existing 
Poor-law,  and  be  was  resolved,  as  long  as 
he  had  a  seat  in  that  House,  that  he  never 
would  refuse  a  vote  similar  to  that  which 
ha  was  about  to  give.  The  country,  he 
was  sure,  would  not  misunderstand  his 
vote,  for  the  question  was  well  compre- 
hended. Although  the  speech  he  had 
iust  heurd  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  given  him  considerable  pain,  yet  he 
was  willing  to  trust  in  the  mtentions  of 
her  Majesty's  Ministers  on  this  subject, 
and  he  hoped  the  country  would  not  be 
disappointed.  He  must,  however,  vote  in 
favour  of  the  motion  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Hardy  said,  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posed to  the  New  Poor-law  had  been 
appealed  to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite, and  he  was  proud  to  say,  that  he 
still  retained  the  same  aversion  to  this 
measure  which  he  had  always  hitherto 
avowed.  He,  admitted,  that  in  some  of 
the  rural  districts  in  the  South  of  England 
the  old  law  was  not  well  administered, 
yet  he  was  always  of  opinion  that  those 
evils  might  be  remedied  without  a  total 
subversion  of  the  then  existing  law.  In  a 
conversation  which  he  had  had  at  the 
period  when  the  new  law  was  introduced, 
he  had  told  this  to  Ijord  Althorp;  and  he 
olMerved  to  his  Lordship,  that  in  the  con- 
templated measure  the  relief  of  the  rate- 
payers was  too  exclusively  attended  to; 
but  no  measure  of  the  Hou^e,  he  said, 
would  satisfy  the  country  wjiich  did  not 
make  humane  provisions  for  the  relief  of 
the  indigent  poor.  In  the  «South  of  Eng- 
land, as  he  had  acknowledged,  evils  ex- 
isted in  the  administration  of  the  old  law, 
lint  in  the  north  no  complaints  were  made. 
In  those  parts  the  persimn  who  sought 
relief  had  it  administen^  to  them  in  their 


own  townships ;  the  distance  between  them 
and  the  dispensors  of  charity  was  small; 
and  what  was  given  was  given  in  a  satis- 
factory wa^,  and  no  one  complained  of 
the  regulations  observed.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Finsbury  had  said,  that  many 
Members  of  that  House  owed  their  seats 
to  the  opposition  they  had  professed  to 
the  New  Poor-law.  He  did  not  deny  this 
— nay,  be  felt  he  >hould  be  unworthy  a 
seat  there  did  he  hesitate  to  acknowledge 
such  to  be  the  fact.  He  had  not  used 
opposition  to  the  new  Poor-law  as  a  means 
of  gaining  popular  support,  but  he  had 
ever  consistently  held  opinions  adverse  to 
the  measure,  and  he  had  received  his  re- 
ward by  a  return  to  that  House,  for  which 
he  was  grateful,  and  he  felt  convinced  it 
was  an  honour  he  never  should  have  re* 
ceived,  had  it  not  been  for  his  opposition 
to  this  measure.  It  would,  he  thought, 
have  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  minds 
of  many  in  that  House  if  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  given  some  intimation  of  the 
course  he  intended  to  pursue  with  respect 
to  I  his  measure.  He  entertained  a  strong 
impression  that  in  1834,  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  Table  of  that  House  before  Easter, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  ma- 
gistracy and  others  likely  to  feel  interested 
in  the  measure  during  that  interval,  fa 
the  present  instance,  be  thought  it  would 
have  been  well  had  this  plan  been  adoptedp 
as  by  such  a  course  the  country  would  have 
bad  an  opportunity  of  expressing  either 
their  satisfaction  or  dissatisfaction  with 
the  plan  which  the  Government  were  about 
to  introduce.  The  country  generally,  be 
felt  convinced,  were  interested  in  this 
question :  for  not  only  did  the  poor  regard 
it  with  anxiety,  but  all  the  working  classes 
who  might  not  themselves  need  relief,  yet 
sympathised  with  those  who  did  need  it. 
The  question,  too,  as  to  how  out-door 
relief  was  to  be  administered  was  roost 
important,  and  any  poor-law  which  failed 
in  this  respect  would  never  give  satisfac- 
tion. In  order  that  the  mode  of  adminis- 
tering out-door  relief  should  be  generally 
approve<l,  it  was  necessary  that  the  poor 
should  l>c  placed  under  local  authority. 
They  must  receive  relief  from  those  to 
whom  they  were  known.  A  poor  lame 
creature,  must  not  be  obliged  to  hobble  to 
a  distance  to  receive  relief  which  he  ought 
to  have  nigh  at  hand.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham)  had  spoken  of 
many  of  the  Gilbert  unions  having  been 
disftolvcd,  bat  he  thought  that  if  further 
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leave  autlioritici  excrcuing  an  unpepalar 


inquiries  were  iaatituted,  he  woald  find 
that  Hie  unioni  thui  diuolved  had  laboured 
under  peculiar  diiadvantagei ;  Ihat  they 
were  teparated  ot  wide  diitances  TrDin 
one  nnother;  anil  on  ihene  srconnt*  had 
been  (ound  incflicicnt.  He  ti«il  preicntcd 
two  (wtitions  nj^ainst  this  bill—one  from 
Keiclilcy,  in  Yorkiliire,  and  tlic  oiIut  ' 
Uraiirnrd,  signed  by  iweniy-fivi-  ou 
twonty-eiglit  of  IHl'  guaidian*,  in  which 
tlie  pt'titioncTs  cxpreaactl  thcmselvc  m 
bic  iiT  ihe  evils  of  the  prewnt  nipa: 
and  tiron^^ly  urged  on  the  I^i^itbtiirc  the 
necessity  of  a  uhanj^e.  lie  wished 
riglit  lion.  Raroni't  had  thought  proprr  to 
disclnH  the  alieraiion*  he  pmpoiied,  and 
he  felt  lurc  (hat  very  cxipnalvt.'  alleratiom 
woiilil  give  nBtitfaction  tn  many  in 
couniry,  who  had  never  regreited  rhe  way 
in  which  the  rales  were  Tormcrly  applied. 

Mr.  S.  Wortkif  said,  lie  miint  rxprcxs 
bii  almost  entire  cnnciirrencc  j»  the  opi- 
nioni  of  the  lion.  Member  for  Derbyshire 
(Mr.  <'DlTtllu),  who  had  recently  ii[>olccn. 
Still  he  could  not  join  in  ihoRc  aevore 
cenxtirca  which  had  bccti  cast  upon  the 
Government,  fur  having  declined  to  (tnle 
the  detail*  of  their  imcnilcd  menvuri'. 
He  very  much  doubted  indccrl  the  policy 
of  huving  many  meaiurci  nn  the  Table  at 
the  fame  lime.  Thoae,  however,  who  fell 
Btron^ly  againil  the  Poor-hiw  had  lurely 
a  fair  riijht  lo  ask,  that  they  ihonld  urate 
their  caic  before  legiilaiioii  wai  ileterniiiied 
on.  The  pretumplion  wa<",  frfim  the  nb- 
aeuce  of  any  dccluralion  tn  ihc  contrary. 
Ihnt  the  ti"vcrnmciit  incint  i»  pro|>ofi: 
tlie  I  xleniion  of  the  law.  Now,  all  thai 
wn*  :itkircl,  w:ii  th-'  npp^irtiiuitv  of  britii;ing 
furwiird  L'vi'lrncf  iif  inipoitaiioe  to  a  due 
undetitian.liiig  of  tl«'  rane.  What  wai  the 
ar|;iim>'nl  iiv'amul  il  ?  Miniv  that  the 
loL-.il  arts  <ir  tlillxTt  uni'iiK  were  defective 
in  tiM'ir  u'likii.^'.  lie  th>.iiL-ht  the  local 
romiiinntlii-s  drei'leiltv  ihe  In  ■•(  judiiCK  of 
Ihi4.      He  wnii  <lroii<;lv  n:;.t>n>t  a  coircive 
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power  panljxed  by  the  prercleiMB  of  ■■ 
impreauon  throughout  the  oouDtiy  IImI 
Parliament  were  about  to  abwidoB  ths 
mcaiurc.  And  he  muM  mj  he  wai  very 
much  miqiriKd  to  find  that  of  thoM  who 
liLul  composed  the  late  Govemnimt,  wba 
hail  brought  forward  thii  law,  and  iMtod 
|)art  of  their  fame  on  their  support  dT  it  ^ 
a  measure  cnential  to  the  welfare  of  the 
cnuntT7— that  thcj  should  nrnie  of  thaoa. 
with  one  Military  csception  (Mr,  Tufnell), 
be  present  on  the  discuaioii  of  n  ■!■> 
material  mntiim  aSiicling  the  inlcfpilj  of 
the  law  itsi-tf.  For  hiuiadf,  it  wh  an- 
neccssary  to  say  that  he  was  taking  ilw 
crairsc  which  on  this  question  he  liidl 
always  piinnied.  He  had  never  aauAt 
iiDpuIiirily  by  nppmiing  the  Poor-law.  rlw 
liad  i>iven  his  assent  to  the  meMure  oa 
^!neml  ]irii)ciplcs ;  be  was  perfectly  nc^ 
pared  to  listen  to  modifiiwiiuna  wniA 
tni|;ht  diminiih  its  si'verities,  or  remove 
just  causes  uf  ctmipliunt  against  Ila  ope- 
ration ;  but  he  b:ut  always  felt,  Inokiiu;  to 
the  way  tn  which  the  old  law  bad  Decs 
adniini.itCH'd,  that  nut  merely  for  the  pcw- 
mii|!i<ri  of  ccimomy,  hut  for  the  gennd 
inlLTd^  iif  the  jKKir  thcmsclvci,  it  ww 
ilc'irahlc  that  a  miiti'riul  alu-niion  sbenU 
be  cstabliMlicil.  Of  this  he  was  pet  ferity 
lutisRed,  that  the  measure  could  net  to 
well  ailministetvd  with  a  genera]  la- 
pn'suuii  pervading  the  cnunliy  of  a  diif<^ 
sitioii  in  tlie  l^-gisliitiirc  to  disturb  or  to 
destniy  the  law.  If  the  law  were  to  te 
alMmloneil,  let  it  Iw  given  up  in  a  diract 
mnniicr.  To  talk  of  a  mniiim  for  inquiij 
as  iticonvcniiiit  to  tho  (ioverTimmi,  why 
it  was  (lirtvtly  ihe  reverw.  He  should 
ecri^uuly  htve  thought  that  iheie  waa 
ample  information  lH>fore  the  House  osi 
the  Kuhjei-t  nf  the  Poor-law,  without  »• 
stilutiiig  a  fn--«h  inrliamentary  inqnlly 
iiLiiiit  the  twelve  (Gilbert  unions,  whkli 
Wire  M-atterLil  all  over  the  muniry,  ob* 
stnicling  the  iiilminislration  of  tho  law. 
Sunly  ihe  Ihnisf  i-oiild  deciile  u)Nm  the 
siilijti-t  with  ihe  infiirmaliim  it  ui  pivent 
liiMK-osed.  His  ri(;htb>in.  Friend  intended 
to  iuhniit  pni|HisilUMis  nn  (ho  sulgcet  tif 
IimmI  Hits  (ocii-varily  afTL-diiif;  alH> Uilbeft 
II.  to  .iftir  i'-iuiir.  Wat  not  the  House  in 
a  (-iinilitiiii)  i<>  divide  whether  it  were 
littin;;  thiii  twelve  i'lmr-Uw  jurisdictiuna 
>h<Mi!>l  i'xii>i  in  the  eixiiitrv.  at  variance 
ith  th.-  Kiiier-d  syrtim.>  For  what  wuM 
L-  iii.|iiiry  U-  in^tiiuliil  ?  Tit  allow  1^ 
i;iiar(lijns  i>f  iiNJiiiit  tu  nlieve  (beuiaelvca 
I'nmi  chargo.'     That   was  frrfi  rilj  inda 
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Tuiitc  and  unlimited.  Admit  one  angle 
union  on  my  ground  of  charge,  and  how 
could  all  the  rest  be  excluded?     Every 

m 

iinicm  would  claim,  and  jutlly,  thii  right 
of  being  heard*  objecting  naturally  to  a 
deciiiion  upon  evidence  respecting  other 
unions.  W  here  could  this  end  ?  If  the 
committee  were  appointed,  then  would  it 
he  said — "  You  must  not  go  on  with  your 
bill  pending  the  inquiry.*  Tlic  month  of 
June  arriving,  numbers  of  Memliers,  as 
was  generally  the  t^ane  at  the  approach  of 
hot  wimthcr,  would  be  anxious  to  leave 
town,  and  the  House  would  eventually 
aci|uieiice  in  a  (iropo^l  for  an  annual  Poor* 
law.  His  hon.  Friend  said  that  it  was 
necessary  to  abandon  the  system  of  refusing 
outdoor  relief,  and  he  was  no  doubt  pre- 
pared to  vote  on  that  subject  at  the  present 
m(»ment  without  inquiry.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  move  an  amendment,  to  the  effect 
that  the  north  should  not  be  subjected  to 
that  system.  But  when  a  law  was  to  be 
drawn  up  that  defmition  would  lie  found 
to  be  of  too  vague  a  character.  [An  hon. 
Mfmitcr:  "The  manufacturing  districts.**] 
Not  the  north,  but  the  manufacturing 
districts.  Then  that  included  the  south, 
for  in  the  south  there  were  wocSllen  manu- 
factories ;  so  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  his  h(m.  Friend, 
and  not  exclude  the  aouth,  but  make  it 
refer  to  the  manufacturing  districts.  Now, 
in  common  parlance,  that  was  intelligible ; 
but  when  they  came  to  frame  the  law,  it 
would,  of  course,  be  necessary  to  define 
what  districts  in  the  country  should  come 
untler  its  operation  ;  what  districts  should 
1)0  subject  to  one  part  of  the  law,  and  what 
to  the  other;  and  about  the  1st  of  July 
his  hon.  Friend  might  move  for  a  com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
what  constituted  the  manufacturing  dii»- 
tricts  of  the  country.  The  consequence  of 
that  inquiry  would  be  the  {Missing  of 
temporary  acts,  whereby  they  would  again 
not  only  be  relieving  the  Government  by 
committees  (»f  that  House  from  their  re- 
v|M>ii!dbility  lu  a  (vovemment  upon  the 
subject,  but  be  leaving  the  country  in  a 
state  of  uncertainty  as  to  what  the  inten- 
tions of  the  llouite  and  the  legislature 
nally  wore.  It  was  a^kcd  why  the  Oo- 
vommont  did  not  bring  forward  their 
mouMure  at  cmce.  He  would  akk  in  return, 
what  onituiragerocnt  hail  the  Government 
uiot  w  ith  til  bring  forward  other  measures 
than  thitsc  alreoily  before  the  House,  and 
which  he  attended  night  afitt^r  night  to 
discuss  P    It  hod  been  said  the  Crovemment 


should  not  lose  a  day  in  letting  the  countij 
know  what  they  meant  to  do  renect* 
ing  the  Corn-laws  and  the  finances  or  the 
country.  He  fully  admitted  the  reason- 
abless  of  that  observation,  and  it  hod  been 
his  desire  to  state  in  cmc  speech  what  the 
intentions  of  the  Ciovemment  were  upon 
those  subjects;  but  he  was  compelled  to 
wait  until  a  committee  of  Ways  and  Moans 
could  be  had.  I'hey  had  already  spent  six. 
teen  nights  in  discussion  upon  the  Corn- 
laws,  and  he  had  not  lieen  able  to  get  fur- 
ther than  the  9th  clause  of  the  bill  yet. 
He  did  not  object  to  the  discussion  of  the 
measure,  or  deny  the  imjiortancc  of  dis- 
cussing it ;  and,  granting  that  the  discus- 
sion had  not  been  necessary  or  fruitless,  of 
what  advantage,  let  him  ask,  would  it  have 
been  ti)  have  brought  forward  a  bill  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Poor-laws,  seeing  that 
after  sixteen  nights'  discussion  they  hod 
only  got  through  nine  clauses?  in  his 
financial  measures  no  progress  at  all  hod 
been  made.  The  whole  attention  of  the 
country  was  naturally  directed  to  these 
subjects,  and  he  could  not  see  what  ponible 
advantage  was  to  be  gained  by  laying  be- 
fore the  House  for  several  weeks  before  it 
could  be  duly  considered  or  proceeded  with 
a  bill  upon  the  subject  of  the  Poor-lawt. 
It  was  much  the  fashion  in  popular  assem- 
blies to  coll  peremptorily  for  several  mea- 
sures, without  reference  to  the  position  and 
cirrumstancea  of  those  who  were  to  bring 
them  forward.  His  principle,  and  he  eon. 
fesiod,  his  wish  was  to  take  one  measure, 
and  go  through  with  it.  It  really  seemed 
as  if  this  multiplicity  of  bilLi  was  to  be 
urged  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  due 
attention  to  be  directed  to  one.  The  con- 
sequence of  introducing  several  measures  at 
a  time  was,  that  they  spent  thdr  time  dis- 
cussing them  until  Uic  Session  was  so  for 
advanced,  that  they  could  do  nothings  a 
course  by  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  cha- 
racter of  the  House  of  Commons  for  prac- 
tical legislation  was  greatly  impaired.  Let 
them  take  one  of  these  several  great  and 
important  measures  at  a  time,  and  while 
the  discussion  of  it  was  yet  fresh  in  their 
recollection,  let  them  go  through  with  iu 
Let  them  do  that  in  preference  to  demand- 
ing for  discussion  eifi^t  or  ten  measures  to 
which  they  could  not  possibly  pay  sufficient 
attention.  From  the  opinion  he  had  already 
expressed  on  the  subject  of  the  Poor-laws 
he  had  never  varied.  He  gave  his  support, 
founded  on  that  opinion,  to  an  unpopular 
measure  which  was  bnnight  forwanl  by 
the  late  Government.     Previous   to   tlie 
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late  elections,  he  ag;ain  expressed  himself 
distinctly  upon  the  subject,  stating  that  he 
still  retained  the  opinion  he  was  known  to 
profess  upon  the  general  principle  of  the 
law.     It  was,  therefore,  impossible  for  any 
roan  to  say  that  he  had  nut  always  and 
consistently  maintained  the  same  opinion 
upon  this  subject.     lie  thought  too  well  of 
the  House  to  believe,  that  it  was  not  now 
i*ompctciit  to  declare  its  opinion  also—  to 
declare    whether    twelve  districts   in  the 
country  might  or  might  not  be  govcrni'd 
upon  a  different  system  from   the  rest,  or 
whether  by  adopting   the  gcnoral  system 
they  would  not  very  much  facilitate  the 
law  in  other  places.     The  question  was, 
would  they  adopt  the  Gilbert  system  as  a 
general  boon,  or  the  Poor-law  as  a  general 
boon,  and  that  questbn  the  House  was  as 
competent   to  decide   that   night   as  they 
would  be  at  the  end  of  the  Session.     He, 
therefore,  deprecated  this  committee  as  the 
worst  course  of  |K)ceeding  that  could  possi- 
bly be  pursued.     His  right  hon.  Friend 
wcmld  at  the  earliest  period  that  wan  con- 
sistent with  the  pn>per  consideruti(m  of  the 
subject  bring  forward  the  measure  of  the 
Government  with  those  modifications  which 
he  thought  calculated  t(»  remedy  any  just 
ground  of  complaint,  maintaining,  at  the 
xamc  time,  the  general  principle  of  the  bill. 
If  the  House  of  Commons  thought,  that  it 
should  be  altered  they  were  in  a  ctmdition 
to  say  so  ;  but  what  he  ccm tended  was, 
tliat  the  worst  course  whii  h  it  was  poysible 
to    pursue    was,    that   uf   puralyxiiig    the 
eflurts  of  the  Government  and  the  lA*gis- 
lature  by  protracted  inquiry — a  euurse  by 
which  the  un|M>pular  duty  to  U-  ))crfi>rmed 
would   be   rendered   alnii'^t    ini]N>s>ib]e  of 
execution.     Let  them,  if  ihey  tliuught  the 
measure  unjust,  condemn  it,  or  let  them 
supiM»rt  it  if  they  thought  it  deserved  sup- 
|M)rt,  but  let  them  not  K'ave  all  in  doubt 
as  to  their  intentions,  l>y  inquiries  which 
he  thought  could  not  be  satisfactorily  ron- 
eluded    within    such   a    ]H.'ri(Kl 
enable  them    to  le;;is].t^-    in  the    manner 
which  the Ciovcrninent  pni|)os(d,  and  were 
convinced  was  the  mo»t  dcsinihlc. 

Mr.  T.  Duiuttmffr  in  rtply.  "^nid,  he 
had  never  ctmsidcred  this  a^  a  |).irty  qucs- 
tion.  He  had  taken  the  same  viru*  nf  it 
when  the  Whigs  wen*  in  oHitx*.  and  it  now 
gave  him  infmite  ph'a'^ure  to  |M*rci*ive  that 
it  wouhl  not  be  treated  as  a  |urty  (piestiiui 
by  the  HoUMf,  and  that  hon.  (ienth*mi-o 
tiplMMkite  who  had  rrii*d  **  hnun  with  the 
UiHtih's,"  and  prtK'laimnl  theniM-lveh  the 
friends  of  the  |HMir  at    the  hu^ling^,  uere 
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prepared  to  arail  themtdfct  of  fikm  i  ^  _ 
tunity  DOW  afforded  them  of  redooBuijrdM 
pledges  they  made  upon  that  oocmmo.  Tk 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Secretary  of  Stftto 
for  the  Home  Department  he  knew  fcrr 
well  would  say,  "This  it  prenatarc;  waft 
until  you  see  my  bill ;"  being  a  beantiM 
illustration  of  locking  the  staUe  door  after 
tlie  horse  had  been  stolen.  They  vwe  fm 
wait  until  the  Poor-law 
locked  up  the  chest,  after  they  bad 
the  charier.  He  was  only  turprind  tkat 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  dia  notatato^firal 
his  arguments  went  that  way,  his  JBtantiaa 
of  altering  those  Gilbert  corporationa  which 
were  to  be  under  a  differnit  law.  Ha  aa- 
serted,  that  on  the  faith  of  an  act  of  Faiw 
liameut,  those  Gilbert  corporationa 
ri»ht  to  insist  on  being  under  a 
law  until  they  could  get  the 
two-thirds  of  the  guardian  to  an 
'i*hey  had  no  right  to  interfere  with 
privileges  which  those  corporationa 
sesscfl.  They  avoided  this  pontioQ  at 
time  the  New  Poor-law  Bill  was  bswuA 
in,  and  now  what  they  could  not  d»ly 
reason  they  wished  to  do  by  fufoe.  and 
make  away  with  the  charter  of  tlMin 
INiratitms.  He  should  like  an  inqnirf  t« 
made  into  the  grounds  upon  which 
individuals  had  been  deluded  and  c 
ped  wh(»  had  already  yielded,  for  he 
Huthorised  to  sute  by  those  unions  that  hal 
been  entrapiied,  that  they  were  now  Adlj 
conscious  of  their  mistake.  He  hoped 
the  llfHise  would  not  allow  the  cT 
corporatiug  (iilbert  unions  to  pass 
giving  the  imrticH  interested  a  fair 
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Af;Uonhy,  11.  A. 
.\  Id  a  in,  \V. 
Hrtkttt,  \V. 

..   «.  ..n     lU-rkclcv,  hon.  II.F. 
as  woulil .  „        ,  -.*, 
Bernal,  II. 

iSlaekstonOy  W.  S. 

likwitt,  K.  J. 

Biiwnn^,  Dr. 

liiirriiiiglies,  II.  N. 

iolvilc.  ('.  R. 

(rawfortl,  VV.  .S. 

PuiKMh,  li. 

<.ill.  T. 

( ill  r  do  I),  Lord  V. 

(iriinsditcii.  T. 

Iffnll,  Si:  H. 

ll;i inner,  Sti  .1 

llurdy,  .1. 

Iliirford,  .'^. 


Henley,  J.  W. 
Iloldsworlh,  J. 
Howard,  II.  H. 
Johnson,  General 
Leader,  J.  T. 
I jddcll,  hon.  U.  T. 
Morris,  D. 
Mundy,  K.  M. 
Naiiier,  Sir  C. 
U'ConDell,  M.  J. 
Humridge,  Capc 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Rollesioo,  Col. 
Scholefield,  J. 
Sibthorp,  Col. 
Tufnell,  U. 
X'yvyan,  Sir  R.  R. 
\Vakli-y,T. 
W  dbams,  W. 


Wood,  B  TELLERJI. 

Wortlcy,  boo.  J.  S.        Dnneombe,  T. 
Yorke.  II.  R.  Pechell,  Ctpt. 


List  of  the  Noes. 

Acltnd,  SirT.  D. 
AcUnd,  T.  D. 
Acton,  Col. 
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Anchor,  on  the  subject  of  manofaclnring: 
distreis. 

Sir  Jamet  Oraham  said,  that  be  felt 
bound  to  refuse  hit  content  to  ihe  motion, 
on  account  of  the  dangcroui  precedent 
which  it  would  establish.  He  had  received 
from  four  gentlemen,  whose  names  wese 
perfectly  unknown  to  him,  a  letter  stating 
that  they  were  part  of  a  conference  held 
lately  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  and  en- 
closing a  rery  voluminous  document,  em- 
bodying information  on  the  subject  of  the 
distress  in  the  manufacturing  districts, 
not  collected  by  themselves,  but  commu- 
nicated to  them  by  others.  That  docu- 
ment was  quite  open  to  the  hon.  Member 
to  make  any  use  of  he  pleased,  in  any 
speech  which  he  might  make  on  the  Corn- 
laws ;  but  as  he  considered  the  document 
of  a  strictly  priTste  nature,  and  possessing 
nothing  of  an  official  character,  he  thought 
that  he  should  be  establishing  a  roost 
dangerous  precedent  if  he  were  to  consent 
to  the  present  motion,  whicb  seemed  to 
him  a  mere  attempt  to  print  a  volaminous 
document  at  the  public  expense. 

Motion  negatifed. 


Adderley,  C.  B. 
AUu,  J.  P. 
Astell^W. 
Bailey,  J. 
Baillie,  H.  J. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
Barriugtoo,  Vitct. 
Bukenrille,T.B.  M. 
Bentiock,  Lord  G. 
Berkeley,  boo.  C. 
Boldcro,  11.  G. 
Botfiek),  B. 
Broad  ley,  H. 
Brotberton,  J. 
Bruce,  Lord  E. 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Buifeild,  W. 


Hope,  bon.  C. 
Iiope,G.  W. 
Jenny n,  Earl 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Jolliffe,  Sir  W.  G.  U. 
Lawson,  A. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lockbart,  W. 
Lowtber,  J.  H. 
MacGeacby,  F.  A. 
Maiowahng,  T. 
MarsbaoD,  Visct. 
Martin,  J. 
Martin,  C.  W. 
Masterman,  J. 
Miles,  P.  W.  S. 
Miles,  W. 
Morgan,  O. 
Mottyo,  bn.  E.  M.L. 


Cavctiditb,  bon.  C.  C.  Murray,  C.  R.  S. 

Cavendish,  hn.  G.  II.  Newry,  Visct. 

Chelsea,  Vitct.  Nicboll,  rt.  boo.  J. 

Cbute,  W.  L.  W.  O'Brien,  A.  S. 

Clayton,  R.  R.  Packe,  C  W. 

Clerk,  Sir  G.  Peel,  rt.  bon.  Sir  R. 

Cockbum,rt.bo.  Sir 0.  Fed,  J. 


Collett,W.  R. 
Courtenay,  Visct. 
Crippt,  W. 
Darner,  boo.  Col. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,  bon.  W.  II. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Dowdeswell,  W. 
Ebringtoo,  Vitct. 
Egerton,  Sir  P. 
Ellice,  E. 
Erolyn,  V^isct. 
Escoit,  B. 
Evant,  W. 
Fiisroy,  Capt. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,J.  Miloet 


Pringle,  A. 
Putey,  P. 
Rae,  rt.  bn.  Sir  W. 
Ratbleigb,  W. 
Reads,  W.  M. 
Rose,  rt.  bon.  Sir  G. 
Rutbbrookei  Col. 
Ruttell,  C. 
Sandoo,  Visct. 
Scott,  bon.  F. 
Somertet,  Lord  G. 
Stuart,  H. 
Strutt,  E. 
Sutton,  boo.  H.  M 
Tancred  H.  W. 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
Thompson,  Mr.  Aid. 


Glad ttooe,rt.b  n. W.  E .  T  olleroacbe,  J . 

Gordon,  bon.  Capt.  Waddington,  II.  S. 

Goulbum,  rt.  bon.  H.  Wawn,  J.  T. 

Graham,  rt.  boo.  Sir  J.  Winuini^n,  Sir  T.  E. 


Greene,  T. 

Hale,  R.  B. 

Hamilton,  W.  J, 

Hardinge,fl.  bn.  Sir  II , 

Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 

Herbert,  hon.  S. 

Hodgioo,  R. 

Holmet,  hn.  W.  AtTt.    Baring,  H. 

Anti-Cork-Law  CowrtRRvcE.]    Dr. 


Wood,  G.  W. 
Wyodham,  Col.  C. 
Wynn,rt,hn.C.W.\V. 
Young,  J. 

TZLLBa.S. 

Frtmantle,  Sir  T. 


Export  op  Coals.]  Mr.  Matthiat 
Athoood  moved  that  an  bumble  address 
be  presented  to  her  Majesty,  praving  that 
her  Maiesty  will  be  graciously  pfea^  to 
direct  her  Majesty's  consuls,  situated  in 
those  ports,  to  which  British  coals  are  ex- 
ported, to  report  what  quantities  of  such 
(oals  have  been  received  in  those  ports 
during  the  year  1841,  and  to  state,  as  far 
as  the^  are  enabled  to  do  so,  the  purposes 
to  which  such  coals  have  been  applied. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  rested  that 
part  of  hit  Bnancial  scheme  which  related  to 
the  exportation  of  coals,  upon  theaasertion 
that  the  British  coals  exported  were  ap* 
plied  lo  purposes  which  interfered  with 
British  manufactures.  He  thought  that 
the  return  for  which  he  moved,  would 
show  that  there  was  no  ground  for  that 
assertion ;  and  it  should  be  recollected 
that  the  coals  itself  was  an  article  of 
British  manufacture — at  least,  it  employed 
British  labour  and  capital. 

Sir  R.  Peel  smid,  that  he  did  not  object 
to  the  return ;  but  in  consenting  to  it,  it 
must  not  be  supposed  that  he  considered 
that  information  at  all  essential  lo  the 


Bowring  moved  (or  a  report  made  to  the  j  consideratbn  of  his  proposal,  or  that  he 
Home  Office,  by  a  committee  appointed  by  I  bound  himself  to  suspend  legislation  on 
the  conference  lately  held  at  the  Crown  and  I  the  subject  until  the  anival  of  that  infor- 
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tnition  which  th«  hon.  Hember  nqnind 
from  dinlant  parti. 

Mr  Maitkiat  Allvood  did  Dot  inppou 
(hit  the  right  hoa.  Bironct  would  bind 
hintelf  to  wait  uotll  the  retoTD  could  be 
made:  but  he  could  not  help  coniideriuff 
(hit  information  wai  sbiolutely  e>wn(ial 
to  the  due  conii deration  of  thii  mailer, 
iniimuch  aa  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
reded  hit  cate  eniirelj  upon  the  atwitioo 
to  which  ha  had  already  referred. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

C^LEDOiriAii  Caxal.]  Sir  0.  Cleri 
mofed  the  appointment  of  a  commitlee  to 
examine  the  report  of  Sir  E.  Parry  on  the 
Caledonian  Canal,  and  to  report  their 
obiervaiicini  lo  the  House. 

Mr.  E.  EUkt  did  not  mean  tooppoie 
the  motion,  but  he  certainly  expected  to 
hiTC  heard  aome  grouodi  itatcd  why  the 
Government  had  withheld  the  grant  re- 
con.mentled  by  two  committee*,  and  for 
which  object  the  late  Government  had 
obtained  a  partial  grant. 

Sir  O.  Clerk  laid,  he  would  move  that 
the  reporli  of  thp  commitlee*  of  1839  and 
]840,  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  be 
ed. 


(LORDS} 

tba  pol  inowuMa  ftf 
remainder  of  hn  lift. 


Motion  agreed  to. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF    tORDS, 
Friday.  MortA  18.  1842. 


Oatiim.J  l^td  Campbell  presented  a 
petition  from  an  individual,  a  Roman 
Catholic,  who  had  a  contcienliout  objec- 
tion to  taking  an  oath.  The  petitioner 
had  bren  a  merchant,  and  had  become  a 
bankrupt,  but  Tefuted,  od  account  of  hi* 
■cruple*  nn  the  tubjecl  o(  oath*,  lo  swear 
lo  hia  balance  aheei.  He  offered  lo  make 
a  (olemn  affirmation,  but  being  neither 
Quaker,  Moravian,  nor  Separami,  that 
was  inHifficieni,  and  he  wa*  tent  to  giul, 
where  he  woald  be  obliged  to  remain  oa 


m-diy  for  the 
et  ParlikMeat 
pasted  a  law  of  which  ne  oiald  take  mi' 
vantage.  He  pnyed, therefore,  thai  n  law 
might  be  pesaed,  giving  individnali  who 
bad  coBscieDtioos  objcciior*  to  ihe  lakiog 
of  oaths,  the  eBDMCRempiioDi  which  ue 
enjoyed  by  Qoakers,  Moraviaot.  and  Se- 
paratiita.  The  noble  am)  learned  IdaiA 
Bupported  the  prayer  of  thtf  p«tiiiati. 

The  Duke  of  WtUtnijton  taid.  thai  tk> 
fonadatioB  of  all  Jutticc  waa  truih,  Mid 
the  question  wu,  how  troth  w««  to  be 
ascertained.  Before  he  could  rrcrive  Kay 
application  of  tbia  descrtption,  and  befote 
he  ihould  vole  for  the  lill  lately  laid  oa 
their  Lordihtpe' Table,  lie  would  like  tm 
hear  the  opinion  of  some  of  ibote  lewwed 
men  who  were  it  this  moment  mfaftd  m 
the  admiotdratioo  of  the  taw,  mmi  wbs 
must  have  made  up  thrir  mind*  as  lo  the 
boat  means  of  uccruiiiin;  ihi!  tnttk. 
Hitherto  it  httd  been  undeiaiood  is  tfaie 
country  that  the  best  mean*  was  by  atf* 
miaiateringoatha.  Ht-  wm  uware  tbel  the 
Legislature  had  made  (.eruin  itceplieae. 
It  might  be  *er^  welt  in  make  ibMO  wm- 
ceptiona— and  let  faiiher  eiceptlona  b> 
made  if  ibey  were  eipcdieni— bat  b«  did 
say,  that  they  ovght  to  have  some  aolcMa 
esamiDUioD  of  tbe  queition.  and  wamm 
certainty  thst  tlie  new  mode  prop  oa  ad  wwt  ■ 
as  good  aa  the  old  one  for  aictrtaiaiof  || 
truth,  which,  aa  he  aud,  wti  the  ft 
tion  of  all  juitice. 

Lord    Campbell  cjaik    ..^...^  .«    .^ 
had  fallen   from  the  ouhh'  l>uke,  ud  ) 
hoped  the  question  woiiK]  be  fiilijocies 
a  strict  examination. 

DVTIU    ON   TiHBtn] 

MalmeAury  htqwd  th»'r  Lordtbips  « 

escuie  him,    if,  haviO)*  been  ao  r*e 
iiroduced   into   their   Lordthip*'  Hos 

he  occupied  their  aiteniion  Im  a  few 

menu,   to   put  a  qucaiio 

Friend,   the    President   of    the   Board  i 

Trade,   rcspertiog  the  i 

losed  in  the  ich^nle  of  the  rtvi 
\«  it  now  stood,  the  cli>nge  wouM   i 
nio  operation  on  ihe   '>lli  of  April,  « 
Janada  timber  would  coin'-  ii>  it  li.  dsl 
nd  Baltic  timber  at  a  r-dunj  duty.     __ 

contiderable  quantily  of  liomp-gtoww  tn^  j 

her,  panicuLrly  elm   ami    T 

affected   by  the  changr      1 

place  in  January  and  1-VI 

thought  it  hard  that  tho*«  wba  had  ■ 
contncu  three  woeke  < 
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themieUet  in  a  perfectly  new  position 
three  weeks  hence.  Cootricts  were  made 
on  the  faith  of  the  old  arran^ments ; 
and  he  wished  to  know  whether  ref^rd 
would  not  be  paid  to  the  interetU  of  the 
parties  concerned  by  fixing  a  later  dt?  for 
the  commencement  of  the  new  datie s  ? 

The  Karl  of  Ripon  was  not  aware,  that 
his  noble  Friend  intended  to  put  a  ques- 
tion to  him  respecting  the  details  of  the 
plan  submitted  to  the  other  House.  He 
could  only  say,  that  the  5th  of  April  was 
pot  in  ihe  schedule  under  the  expecUtion 
that  more  progress  would  have  been  made 
than  had  been  found  possible.  As  they  were 
now  so  near  that  time,  it  woald  be  impossible 
to  give  effect  to  the  measure  at  so  early  a 
period,  and  a  later  time  would  be  fixed 
for  its  coming  into  operation. — Adjourned. 


Tke  Ineome'iax. 
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Of  PniMtiM  to  "^^V* 
'•  tat  laquify  iv- 


Ibh  Stnw  PteiL^Pran  K. 

ipictiiv  Che  Intcrawrw  of  BriUch  ColooiilB  wldi  the 
C'oloutvd  NaUvWtf^Pitm  Urwpool*  to  invtiil  Biwa't 
VtakM  l»U«  DtatmiaMl  tor  R«Bt.— From  St.  Maiy*.  Lam. 
tech.  for  RcdrmpCkm  oT  Toll  oo  McCropoUtBD 


»»■»»*•»>»»»* 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 
Friday.  M^rch  18,  1842. 

MmvTWLl     BiUA     fukUe.^f'    Uonwd  LoMtie  Aiy- 
hmui  ShmiA  c:i««u  (S«Mkml). 
S*    Sfiirtt  Dutk*  <Iretaad). 
MeporUd,^PmiAPfopmtyt  Colonial  Paacnfm. 
9*-  Comolidatad  r«ad. 

PHmI/.^I*  Grmt  Koith  of  Enftand  (Clannet  Mil 
Hartkpool  JimeUoo)  Raihmyi  KIpfMowQ  Martom 
Cburahi  Roa  aai  CvomMty  Court  HouHii  Satot  AiMtall 
Mattat  (No.  S)|  Fofth  md  Ci|d*  Na^pboai  FMh 
Marto*  laaunDaa  i  Aifyll  Roadt  i  North  AmariaBB  Oh 
lontol  AaoctodoBdivlaiid): 
f*-  Ooafoft  Ptari  8MM 
Miiilitar  Railway  I  Yato  Imdmmi 
Waiting  awl  Ccaufit  Nortlwa  Coal  Mlatog  Camfmf. 


PvriTWira  Paaaajn^n.  By  Dr.  Boarrtaf « Mr.  R.  Ctefia, 
Mf.  Prolharne.  aad  Mr.  CoWm,  ham  Tottaaham, 
WhitMablr,  Kaal.  .St.  MarfuaCli.  SL  GcorncX  Wcat- 
■riwHr.  Iiam«m.  HaUfls,  MiM^mw,  I>aittord.  Stock- 
purt,  aad  otlMr  plaam.  tor  a  Rcpaal  oT  tha  Con-lavib— 
By  Mr.  MMkiamm.  Mr.  Wakky.  Mr.  R.  Yorka.  aod  Sir 
Joha  Tyrrll.  from  Lymlaftoii.  MiwhrntiT,  Hackney. 
Uvfrpool.  GMro,  md  olhar  plaam,  asitort  tht  laeoma. 
lax.— By  Mr.  &  VtMam,  Mr.  Skav,  aad  Mr.  On«ory, 
ftora  RUmanoeh.  Kilwofth.  aad  Achhiaa.  i^aUMt  the 
NaUoaal  ayrtHa  of  BdoeaOoa  <Ii«toad).— By  Sir  W. 
Clay.  ftoD  Btorik  makaw  to  tha  Tomm  Hamliti,  asitort 
tha  Raduatkm  oT  tha  Dvty  oa  Foiiiga  Stanlit  aad 
fWan  the  Dtotcton  of  the  Mctropotttaa  Uto  lamraaoa 
Oumfay,  tor  a  Lower  Rata  oC  Tax  oa  T«mlaaUa  Aa- 
aaitki  thaa  oa  Pwpatual  AaauMai.— By  Mr.  Haidy, 
toom  Kaarmboiomh,  aad  Bunkai.  afatoit  aay  Authar 
Craat  to  Mayaoolh  Colfcfa  By  Lord  G«oi|e  Bcatiack. 
iW^od  la  tha  BaMa  Tmda.  ^tkm  the 
9t  dM  Daty  OB  rorai^  Tkater.— By  Sir 
John  Taahopa,  from  the  Ouardtaat  oT  tha  Laictar 
ITaloa.  Hiriart  parts  or  dM  Poor-law  AaMadmeal  Act.— 
By  Vlmooal  Saadoa,  ftma  MWaia  la  tha  Baitora  DWi- 
Hon  oT  Kaat,  as^tet  Ikt  laiportattaa  oT  Fotaiga  Fhmr. 
— Frnm  EaaiMMthy,  ^gatait  tha  Cora  Importation  BiO. 
— Fnan  Own  la^paetom  tor  Baax.  Sor  OompMmctoa. 
—By  Mr.  Moeaalay.  ftma  Bdlatoaili,  ti§^tm(i  the  Low 
Rata  or  Duly  Irrlad  oa  raafcifijawi  laipanad  from 
the  CKaaaH  filiili,  ~  By  Mr.  T.  Daaaomhe.  tnm  a 
M«alii«  oT  the  lakiklf  ii  of  Yorii.  tor  the  Ralime  oC 


m^titd,  aay  Duty  ua  Ihe  Riportalloa  of  jVwl.    By  aa 
■iter.  AoM 
VaBdMy  9t 


Errors  ix  tiif.  Tariff.]  Mr.  Ilawet 
wished  to  ask  a  question  of  the  Vice- 
Presidrnt  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  un- 
derstood that  the  printed  tariff  contained 
many  important  typogrtpbical  errors. 
Now  much  anxiety  existed  to  have  correct 
information  upon  the  final  intentions  of 
Qovernment.  He  wished  to  know  how 
soon  corrected  schedules  would  be  laid 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  GiaditMe  admitted  that  there  did 
exist  some  errors  and  omiuions,  partly  the 
fault  of  the  copyist  and  partly  that  of  the 
printer.  Lists  of  errata  and  corrected 
copies  would  be  prepared,  printed,  and 
delivered  to  Members  before  Easter. 

Duties  on  Fish.]  Captain  Pechell 
asked  a  question  with  reference  to  the 
effect  which  the  proposed  reduction  of 
duties  on  certain  kinds  of  6sh  would  have 
on  the  treaty  concluded  with  France  in 
1839,  as  to  the  exclusive  right  of  our 
fishermen  to  fish  within  three  miles  of  our 
coasts.  If  whole  fleets  of  French  boats 
were  allowed  to  bring  fish  to  sell  in  the 
poru  of  the  Thames,  the  endeavours  of  the 
noble  Viscount  the  late  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Afiairs,  to  keep  them  from  fishing 
within  three  miles  of  the  British  coasts 
would  be  quite  thrown  away. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  hoped  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  would  be  satisfied 
with  an  assurance  that  the  matter  would 
be  so  arranged  that  the  treaty  of  1839 
would  not  be  violated.  The  Government 
would  give  their  best  consideration  to  the 
subject. 

ClIARITABLt     FUKDS — ^TllE     InCOMF. 

Tax.]  Mr.  7*.  Dmncombe  wished  to  puta 
question  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  her  Majesty's  Government.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  aware  that  in  the 
metropolis,  and  throughout  the  country, 
persons  possessed  funded  or  landed  pro- 
perty, derived  from  bequests,  on  which  10 
per  cent,  of  duty  had  been  already  paid. 
His  question  was,  whether  income  arising 
from  such  sources  would  be  liab!e  to  the 
proposed  Income-tax  ? 

Sir  R  Peel  said,  that  it  was  not  in« 
tended  that  the  incomes  of  charitable  in- 
•iii«tions,  whether  derived  fron  rents  of 
2ES 
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knil,  or  tnta  di*idendf  pijkbl*  bj  the 
public  wcatitiei,  ihould  be  lubjected  to 
the  Income-tax,  provided  alwaji  auch  id* 
comet  were  applied  to  itrictl;  cliaritable 
purpoMi.  He  apprehended,  however,  ihat 
aalariei  of  officera  attached  to  charitable 
inUitutioni  would  be  aubject  to  llic  pro- 
posed impocU  But  when  the  money  waa 
applied  10  bondfidt  charitable  purpoMi, 
then  no  income-tax  would  be  exigible  on 
revenue  derived  eitfaei  from  the  fundi  or 
renli  of  land. 

FitiiEaiES — (Ireland),  Mr.  Shell 
Biked  whether  it  were  the  intention  of  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland  to  brinf;  in  a  bill  for 
the  regulation  of  the  Irish  fiiheriei,  and  if 
ao,  at  what  lime  the  meature  might  be 
expected? 

Lord  Eliot  waa  undenlood  to  atale 
that  auch  a  bill  would  be  introduced  in 
the  conne  of  the  Seiaion. 

ThbImcoheTax.]  OotheOrderorihe 
Day  beioft;  called,  for  going  into  commit- 
tM  of  Waya  and  Meani, 

Lord  /.  Ruttell  bened  to  inquire 
nfathei  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppoaiie 
would  make  any  itatement  or  give  any 
explanation  upon  hit  financial  meaanrei, 
and  particularlv  with  reference  to  the 
mode  in  which  he  propoied  to  collect  the 
Income-tax,  previoualy  to  the  Speaker 
leaving  the  Chair  ? 

Sir  Robert  Peel  replied,  that  it  wai  liii 
intention  to  make  any  ataiementi  he 
might  think   neceiury,  and  aniwer  any 

r-ftiont  which  might  be  put  to  him  upon 
■object,  upon  the  ilouu  reiolvinc 
ilaelf  into  a  committee  of  Ways  and 
Meant. 


{COHHONB)  Tl»  h 

than  onei,  and  be  tUa  to  eplj  to  objee- 
tioni. 

On  the  motioD  ibat  Iba  Speaker  do  new 
leave  the  Chair, 

Mr.  F,  T.  Barimg  aaid,  he  would  mh 
make  any  obaenratiooa  upon  the  coaiw 
which  the  right  hon.  BaroDci  opposite  had 
thought  proper  to  partoe,  with  reapoct  le 
which  tbia  clxfutstoa  wm 
to  be  liken.  He  did  not  <|uarit  1  with  the 
:ight  hon.  Baronet  for  rarmac  hii  ei. 
planatinot  upon  iho  IncoftcUK  uotd  tbt 
ibject  should  cone  epecificHUj  bcfo«e 
m  in  committee.  Bat  it  did  appear  la 
m  tliat,  after  the  dianuioa  they  had 
heard,  after  having  heard  tlie  statAawBC af 
the  right  hon.  Barooat  on  i' 
condition  of  the  country,  im 
ceived  the  proposition  win.  h 
of  the  Governmeot  the  rigit ' 
had  felt  it  to  be  hit  dnty  '.  , 
thought  that  it  would  be  ' 
course,  adverting  to  the  m 
the  debate  of  Friday  had  fa  t 
that  the  right  hon.  Baroutl  sboold  baw 
taken  the  opportunity  bafoie  tb«  Havaa 
went  into  committee  «  taking  a  pnenl 
view  of  the  question  wilbonl  nfrraaec  m 
particular  items  of  that  quuiioa.  TW 
House  would  remember  tb«t  iio  KrMby, 
when  the  right  boa.  Baiooel  made  lua 
financial  statemeot,  no  distinct  caprcaMa 
of  opinion  was  called  for  st  ikut  tiiaa  aa 
the  part  of  Gentlemen  oa  kii  wd«  of  Hke 
House.  They  could  bardly  be  expeciad 
to  enter  at  once  inio  the  detaiU  of  aadi  a 
question,  and  give  any  dittinci  t 
upon  it*  merits.  They  ihcicfure  i 
no  opposition  to  the  re«ol>ii>'"i*  t>" 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  -:  -'< 
the  public  interest,  reserv  . 
tioni   until  a  future  oppo 


lavuif  r»- 
a  itMpan 
I.  Usroaet 


t«l. 


Lord  J.  RuMull  thought,  that  as  the 
late  statement  of  the   right  hon.   Buronct  i  he  thought  that  these  ohj« 
comprehended  the  whole   tinancinl  condi-  |  advantageously  brought  U    ■■  ti- 

lion  of  the  country,  it  would  be  the  must  ,  niitlee,  he  should  not  for  t ne 

convenient  course  for  the  House  ibai  lie  1  thought  of  demurring  to  :       i     i 
should  make   any   eiplanation   he   mifiht  Iceeding  propoaed  by  the  ii^<ii 
intend  to  otTer,  and  which  would  not  pin-     runet.      He  merely  wished    lu   ' 
pcily  apply  to  a  mere  resolution,  but  to    measure  of  the  right  bon.   U  t   ' 

the  general  state  of  llie  question,  before    befnic  the   House  and  tlii'  (aimi-j.  ^i 

the  .Speaker  should  leave  llie  Chair.  afifr  such  a  discussion  he  muuU  b.tv«  ao 

Sir  Itoberl  Ftel   said,  that  when   the  .  objrciion  to  the  House  at  once  gotog  iMa 


House  should  resolve  itself  into  a  i 
tee  of  Ways  and  Menns,  he  should  lake 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  replying  to  all 
inquiries  made,  and  of  making  liii  own 
statement,  lie  propusnl  (o  cuiiiiiieiicr 
the  drbjle  by  that  step.  He  ilionlii  ilirn 
have   an   opportunity   of  speaking   more 


committee,  to  decide  upon  >tt  umiiu. 
was  in  committee  that  they  wouM  bavw 
to  di^-ulc  upon  each  fposituw  of  tha 
bill,  diid  in  committee  ibcy  iboald  ra- 
iWr  turn  ilirir  uitenlii  to  paitkalar 
ilrtaili  than  to  the  |i  neral  qttcttink 
He  was  not  m  thehal 
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fiices,  which  were  generally  the  preludesi 
of  tedious  speeches,  but  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  request  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  whilst  he  addressed  himself  to 
a  subject  with  which  it  was  to  be  presumed 
he  ou^t  to  be  in  some  little  degree  con- 
versant.   He  should  not,  however,  trespass 
much  upon  the  House  with  statements  of 
figures.     The  right  hon.  Baronet,  in  mak- 
ing hisstatemeni,  stated  the  present  defi-  1 
ciency  to  be  somewhat  about  the  same  as  i 
that  which  he  (Mr.  Baring)  had  made  it,  \ 
whilst  the  present  eipenditurc  was  stated 
to  be  somewhat  under  his  own.  He  did  not 
wonder,  that  the  estimate  for  expenditure 
was  somewhat  less  than  his,  for  it  should 
be  remembered,  that  in  making  that  esti- 
mate,  it    had    been    deemed    advisable, 
under  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
country,  to  make  the  estimate  a  full  one. 
There  was  one  point  to  which  the  noble 
Lord,   the    Secretary  for    the    Colonies, 
appeared  to  advert — namely,  the  estimate 
of  the  expenses  as  relating  to  China,  to 
which  he  would  wish  to  refer.     With  re- 
spect to  that  estimate,  he  could  assure  the 
House,  that  he  found  extreme  difficulty 
in   procuring    the  requisite   information. 
8uch  information  as  he  could  procure,  he 
had  made  a  full  and  a  fair  use  of,  and  if, 
after  all  his  efibrts,   the  estimate  turned 
out  to  be  wrong,  be  could  only  say,  that 
he  never  pretended  under  such  circum- 
stances to  frame  his  estimates  with  great 
exactness.  He  had  drawn  up  his  estimates 
from    the  surest  sources  which  he   bad 
access  to,  and  if  they  had  proved  errone- 
ous, he  had  been  misled  by  the  information 
he  had   received.      With  respect  to  his 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  income,  he  found 
it  had  fallen  oflT  more  than  he  had  cal- 
culated upon,  and  he  could  not,  there- 
fore, take   to  himself   tha  compliments 
which  the  right  hon.   Baronet  had  paid 
him  upon  that  score.    The  estimate  had 
been  made  without  reference  to  the  large 
amount  of  sugar  which  had  come  in,  as 
well  as  without  reference  to  the  harvest, 
and  other  circomstaoces  which  had  been 
productive   of   great   distress.      Ft    was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  allude  to  the 
Customs  and  Excise,  to  show,  that  there 
had  been  a  gremter  deficiency  than  he  had 
calculated  upon.     Having  aaid  so  much 
with  respect  to  his  own  estimates,  he  would 
now  address  himself  to  the  statement  which 
had  been  made  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
He  would  not  enter  info  details  respecting 
tbo  aomeet  of  iocome  ind  expeoditarv,  ta 


the  House  was  well  aware,  that  for  the 
rircumstances  in  which  the  country  was 
placed,  there  was  not  any  likelihood  of 
any  diminution  taking  place  in  the  latter. 
If,   then,  he  took  no  exception  to  the 
expenditure,  he  was  aware  from  long  ex- 
|>erience,  that    even  the  oldest  officers 
rngaged   in  that  particular  department, 
were  unable  to  make  out  their  estimates 
«is  to  the  probable  income  with  any  great  de- 
gree of  correctness,  and  as  to  any  attempt 
made  by  parties  not  possessed  of  the  in- 
formation furnished  to  the  Government, 
ilicy  could  not  even  make  an  approach  to 
correctness.      Perhaps,   he   might   state, 
before   proceeding    further,   that  at  the 
period  when  Chancellors  of  Exchequers 
usually  made  their  statements,  the  docu- 
ments on  which  they  were  founded,  and 
which  were  prepared  in  their  own  offices, 
generally  found  their  way  to  the  public. 
'I*hese  papers,  which  were  of  a  demi-official 
character,  he  should  treat  as  authorities, 
and  on  those  papers  he  should  found  the 
argument  he  was  about  to  address  to  the 
House.  He  found,  then,  that  the  estimated 
expenditure  by  these  documents  for  the 
year    to  the  5th   of    April,    1843,   was 
50,819,000/.;  that  the  estimated  income 
was  48,350,000/.,  leaving,  as  was  stated, 
a  certain  deficiency  of  2,569,000/.    Now. 
according  to  the  svstem  of  calculation 
pursued  when  he  (Mr.  Baring)  was  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  48,350,000/.  de- 
ducted from  50,819,000/.  would  have  left 
as    a    deficiency    not    2,569,000/.,    but 
2,469,000/.    This  mistake  was  not  a  mere 
accidental  blunder,  the  whole  subsequent 
calculations  were  founded  upon  it,  and  its 
effect  was  to  add  100,000/.  to  the  amount 
of  estimated  deficiency.     Now,  it  afforded 
him  a  little  consolation  to  be  able  in  the 
present  state  of  the  finances  to  hand  over 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  a  clear  sum  of 
1 00,000/.    When  he  was  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  he  had  been  taunted  with 
not  being  able  to  catch  much  when  he 
went  out  fishing  for  a  budget.     He  bad 
been,  however,  more  fortunate  since  he 
had  changed  his  position,  for  while  hon. 
Gentlemen    opposite    had    been    vainly 
thrashing  the  water,  he  had  been  lucky 
enough  to  hook  out  100,000/.,  which  he 
now  offered  in  the  most  perfect  good  hu- 
mour to  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  as  the 
first  fruits  of  his  financial  angling,  on  that 
side  of  the  House.     As  they  were  on  the 
subject  of  deficieoeies,  he  must  allude  to  a 
ftateiMot  of  the  right  boo.  Banmet,  vitll 
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Tcrorcncsto  hUutin»ie  Tor  1842,  that  the 
IIouic  migbt  UDderilaiul  io  what  wair  tbe 
delictencyhadocGurred.  Inl837>38lhede- 
ficieacy  amounted  to  1,428,0001.  Oo  wbit 
did  that  deficiency  atiie  ?  If  any  Genile- 
maii  teniBinbeTed  that  je«r,  he  would  n. 
meinber  that  it  wai  a  year  of  unparalleled 
difficulty,  tbe  levenne  fell  ofiT  to  a  great 
extent,  or  Tathar,  if  be  might  um  ihe  ex- 
preiiion,  the  revenue  ofthe  preceding  year, 
1836-37,  had  anticipated  to  «  great  esuni 
that  of  1837-38.  On  that  occasion,  the 
totut  ordinary  revenue  felloff  by  3,500,000f. 
in  the  courae  of  the  year.  Tbe  courie 
pursued  at  that  period  by  hit  nobia  Friend 
(Lord  Monteagle)  tbn  then  Chancellor  of 
tbe  Eichec|uet,  and  the  coune  which, 
adverting  to  the  circa nstances  of  the  year, 
to  ibc  state  of  tbe  revenue,  and  to  tbe 
elailicity  of  the  usual  sources  of  revenue, 
which  nad  borne  it  harmless  through 
greater  difficulties,  he  considered  to  have 
been  the  wisest  that  could  have  been 
adopted — that  course  was,  to  make  np  for 
the  deficiency  of  that  year  by  the  excess 
of  income  of  the  year  which  had  preceded 
it.  He  thought  that,  at  that  time  it  would 
have  been  uoadvisabia  to  have  imposed 
additional  tsiBtioa  upun  the  country.  To 
a  great  extent,  the  aniicipstion  of  his 
noble  Friend  had  been  realised;  for  (he 
deficiency  which  in  the  year  lU.17-38 
amounted  to  l,42tj,  OOOf.,  was  in  the  fol 
lowing  year  diminished  by  I.UOD.OOO^, 
leaving  only  a  deficiency  of  43O,U00/. 
And  he  was  sure  that,  bad  not  unexp«:cied 
(liiEcullies  intervened — bad  not  ihose  dis- 
turbances broken  out  in  Canada,  which 
had  occasioned  so  great  an  incrcsse  of  our 
military  establishment,  and  consequently, 
of  the  expense!  of  the  country  — lie  re- 
peated, that  he  was  sure  that  the  ncxi 
year  would  have  seeo  an  equalisation  of 
the  expenditure  and  income.  In  18')!)--ll) 
the  deficiency  amounted  to  1,-157,1H)0/. 
Ilo  tlicn  came  into  office.  Lleside*  tbii 
certain  dL-Gciency,  he  bud  to  cslculate 
U|)ou  the  estimated  dcticicncy  m  the  Post- 
office  Department,  and  be  felt  it  to  be  hii 
duly  to  take  steps  for  the  purpose  of 
briuging  the  revenue,  if  possible,  up  to  the 
cxpvndilure.  Tltc  right  hon.  Usroni-t,  in 
the  coune  of  his  financial  slate mciit—snd 
here  be  would  be  careful  lu  avoid  any- 
thing tcndiog  to  personal  altercation, 
anytbinz  lending  to  crimination  or  re- 
crimination into  a  subject  of  such  deep 
and  vital  intctcsL  He  would  most  care- 
fully ifloiUte  the  ciuDple  of  tha  right  boa. 


Baronet,  smI    i  all       im  pamrf 

allusitms,  which  ligkt  •rinvi 

but  could  oever  wpraw  loa  ddbMs  fa 
that  House.  Bat  (bft  r^t  kos.  BmmM 
had  stated  •onathinw  with  tttuMmm  t> 
bis  plan  which  he  coald  not  ■IIbv  ••  mm 
unnoiiced.  Upon  tha  occmmi  Ib  mA 
he  had  referred,  i>  1840,  ba  had  IMMNB 
10  tbe  tmpositioa  of  6  ht  omL  OB  Aa 
customs  and  excise,  tiM  10  pw  OMldB 
the  osieased  taxea.  Of  coaraaa  that  aw 
a  source  of  taxatioa  whJab  *•■  UiMiM 
great  chsnga.  No  dovbt,  una  ga  M^ 
sumption  wcie  liable  to  iacrawa  ardW^ 
ish  according  to  the  cooditioaat  Ihs  «hm> 
try  and  the  capacity  of  tka  gnM  feaftft 
consunen  to  pay  for  tha  tuad  MMM^ 
ditiee  and  revenae  datiwd  boa  mk 
sources  was  habla  to  be  aflbelid  by  ■■> 
circumstances,  such  as  a  good  «  h1 
harvest.  No  human  t»iB|,  ibMiiHh 
could  pretend  to  predict  with  MrtiiMB 
what  the  result  of  such  a  iaf«Hi«  «mA 
or  depend  with  parfact  CoaldwM  4B 
success.  The  main  poiat  ia  all  ikiM 
cases,  and  tha  first  qnaatiaa  wineh  sm 
asked  at  the  Treasary,  wae  what  m  ■!• 
state  of  Ibe  harvest  ?  When  tha  hmnrt 
was  good,  the  consamptipa  ranljr  MU 
to  make  tlte  revenue  eqaal  lothaauMA- 
turc,  but  if  it  should  happoa.  aa  k  lal 
happened  of  Ute  years,  thai  theft  awa 
succession  of  bad  barvcats,  the  ftmtt 
would  be  in  a  slate  of  difficalty  and  d^ 
tress.  U  was  not  the  addilieoh)  S  fm 
cant,  which  caused  a  diauaatioii  ia  |te 
customs  and  eicisc,  bat  tba  diatrise  wkUk 
prevented  the  people  from  baiRt  aldi  l» 
consume  the  articles  on  which  Lba  di^ 
was  levied.  Tbe  additioatl  prewaie  of  ria 
5  per  cent,  was  not  eeverely  Cdt,  bwt  ih» 
calamitous  stste  of  tha  couatry  laadi  « 
great  diminution  in  the  coaaaaptin  ^ 
eviiable.  He  bad  thought  it  fighl  Io  Mto 
thii,  because  the  right  hon.  Baraat  hid 
told  the  House,  that  it  waa  aaiafc  |»  hgk 
tu  increased  coDsamptioa  ia  aHiriai  tf 
subsistence  ns  a  aDUtca  of  mVBa^  1h# 
right  hoo.  Baronet  aaid,  ha  tiiikad  M 
pxhausi  all  the  modes  oif  ia|ipljit  ifea 
deficiency,  and  referred  to  tM  Maatf 
the  measure  imposinga  tax  af6p«flHib 
as  if  It  were  a  proof  that  to  Ihii  iMda  ti 
Uxaiion  it  was  unwise  loranft.  HtdH 
not  refer  to  this  — Iter  — rely  with  Ha 
view  of  aetii        b  [ht  with  M»    J 

House  and   tbe  country,  bat  it  va*  i^T   . 
portaot  to  subject  tba  t  a 

cuUtioaa   of  tba  • 
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to  a  careful  examinalion,  he  matl  say, 
that  if  they  were  goin§^  on  a  calcula- 
tion  which  had  really  been  the  foan- 
datioo  of  the  concliiaioos  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  that  it  was  hardly  potsible 
to  locreaae  the  refenue  by  the  incieasin§^ 
of  the  amount  of  taxation  on  consumable 
articlea,  he  meant  to  say,  that  if  luch  wta 
the  foundation  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's 
arguosenta,  he  had  made  a  noat  egregious 
mistake  at  to  the  amount  of  the  probable 
proceeds  of  such  an  additional  taxation. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  said,  that  the  5 
per  cent,  which  he  had  imposed  oo  articles 
of  consumption  produced  only  1|  percent, 
or  2(M>,000/.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  forgotten  that  the  6  per  cent. 
was  never  placed  on  corn.  Now,  if  it 
were  proved,  that  if  com  were  included  in 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  estimate  of 
the  produce  of  taxation  on  articles  of  con* 
sumption,  there  would  have  been  a  great 
increase  to  the  revenue  above  that  amount 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
atated,  he  thought,  that  the  foundation  on 
which  the  right  boo.  Gentleman  had 
raised  his  superatructure  waa  taken  away, 
and  be  had  not  satisfactorily  proved,  at 
any  rate,  that  be  had  exhausted  the  means 
of  aupply  from  tboee  articlea  which  were 
consumed  by  the  mass  of  the  people.  He 
hoped  he  ahould  not  be  misunderstood. 
He  wasnot  urging  whether  it  waa  expedient 
or  not  now  to  deal  with  articlea  of  coo- 
sumption.  He  waa  not  raising  the  question 
whether  it  were  advisable  to  take  more 
direct  taxea  than  those  which  were  laid  oo 
articles  of  consumption ;  but  he  was 
showing,  that  if  the  right  boo.  Gentleman 
baaed  his  conjectarea  on  the  failure  of  the 
projected  plan  of  the  late  Government,  he 
was  reckoning  without  hia  host,  for  hia 
calculationa  were  not  founded  in  fact.  He 
had  not  obtained  all  the  official  papera ; 
ha  had  only  the  means,  therefore,  of 
showing  what  the  net  payment  into  the 
ExcheqiMr  had  been,  tboagh  be  be- 
lieved that  the  groaa  aasoiint  did  not 
present  any  great  difference.  In  1839, 
the  Coatoma  and  Excise  amounted  to 
a6,093,000(. ;  from  thia  if  ve  deducted 
1,098,OOOL  (or  corn,  it  left  a  reaidoe  of 
33,9d5,000i.  Id  1841,  caatoms  and  ex- 
ciae  35,517  fiOOL ;  and  if  we  took  away 
576,000/.  for  cora«  there  would  remain 
35,002,000/.;  leavioc,  instead  oC2  06,000/., 
a  bakoca  of  1,007,000/.,  aa  coottaatad 
with  the  preoadiag  year,  if  te  5  per  cant* 
daiy  had  baoi  aMchad.    Ut  ihMU  ba 


happy  to  hear  any  answer  given  to  that 
statemenL  Hit  scheme  might  or  might 
not  be  a  good  one  ;  but  he  remembered, 
that  though  it  met  with  general  concur- 
rence, there  were  two  propositions  which 
came  from  the  opposite  side,  which  it  was 
urged  might  be  adopted  with  advantage. 
One  came  from  the  right  boo.  Baronet 
(Sir  R.  Peel),  who  atated,  that  he  pre- 
ferred an  addition  of  2d.  to  the  poatage; 
and  the  other  emanated  from  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who  instated  that  the  propoaal  of  4(L  upon 
spirits  should  be  abolished.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentkman  saw  reaaona,  when  ha 
came  to  the  Government,  for  not  acting 
on  the  propoaal  which  he  had  given  with 
regard  to  the  postage;  and  the  duty  of 
4d.  on  spirits,  which  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  considered 
so  objectionable,  he  rendered  paUtable 
by  clappbg  on  in  Ireland  an  additional 
Is.  Ilia  former  propoaition  was  thia,  5 
per  cent,  on  the  cuatoms,  which  would 
have  given  an  increase  of  1,007,000/.,  and 
10  per  cent  on  the  taxea,  which  would 
produce  742,000/.;  making  together 
1,749,000/.  He  apprehended,  that  the 
circumataocee  of  the  year  1841  were  of 
too  recent  occurrence  to  render  it  necea- 
sary  to  give  a  history  of  thees.  He 
wished,  however,  and  he  thought  it  not 
unfair,  that  he  should  state  the  grouoda 
on  which  he  had  made  hia  propoaal  to  the 
House.  He  proposed  a  certain  alteration 
in  the  duties  on  sugar  and  timber,  froaa 
which  he  anticipated  that  the  revenaa 
would  derive  a  certain  aum,  and  he  alao 
contemplated  a  change  io.  the  duty  on 
com,  from  which  an  additiooal  amoant 
might  be  expected.  Thia  waa  a  debate 
on  a  Bnancial  qeeaiioo,  and  he  had  not 
the  slightest  wish  to  revive  the  party  quea- 
tiona  which  were  bandied  so  freely  at 
both  aides  during  the  laat  year ;  but  ha 
was  anxioua  that  they  ahould  look  back 
and  see,  as  far  aa  it  could  be  culcalated, 
what  waa  the  reaalt  of  hia  propoaal,  aad 
whether  it  waa  so  wild  and  visionary,  so 
eontemptible  a  bubble  aa  it  then  waa  held 
to  be.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the 
right  boo.  Baronet  never  referred  to  thia 
part  of  the  subject  at  all.  The  riicht  hon. 
Gentleman  merely  aaid,  with  reference  to 
this  queatioo,  *'  When  we  have  exhausted 
the  diffifrent  modea  of  raining  a  revenue  by 
taxing  articles  of  cooaumptiuo,  shall  we  re- 
cur to  a  ayaCcfls  of  reducing  the  duty,  ax- 
peeiiag  lheiab|  la  haia  the  aaoaa  or  a  kf|ef 
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amount  of  revenue  than  we  collected 
before  ? "  Now  if  that  were  supposed, 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  or  anybody 
else,  to  have  been  his  anticipation  from 
his  proposalythe  right  hon.  Baronet  had  not 
the  slightest  conception  of  what  he  really 
did  found  his  plan  upon.  He  might  per- 
haps be  mistaken  as  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's use  of  this  precise  argument,  but 
he  certainly  had  heard  arguments  which 
tended  to  show  that  as  the  reduction  even 
on  the  article  of  coffee  did  not  give  the 
same  amount  of  revenue  until  after  the 
lapse  of  three  years,  there  was  no  hope 
that  the  revenue  would  have  derived  last 
year  any  advantage  from  a  chanee  of  duty 
on  com.  He  should  show  from  documents 
furnished  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that 
ffr  from  estimating  the  result  of  a  chanee 
of  duty  on  corn  too  high,  he  had  made 
much  too  low  an  estimate  of  it.  If  the 
amount  of  duty  proposed  last  year  had 
been  adopted,  there  would  not  only  have 
been  a  considerable  increase  over  the 
amount  which  had  actually  been  received 
into  the  Exchequer,  but  over  that  which 
he  had  been  considered  so  sanguine  in 
announcing  last  year.  The  amount  of 
revenue  from  corn  of  all  sorts  in  1841,  as 
per  trade  mnd  navigation  returns,  was 
575,68  W.  Now  there  were  admitted  of 
foreign  wheat  and  flour  2,388,072  qusr- 
ters,  which,  at  8i.  per  quarter,  would  give 
955,228/.;  also  222,312  quarters  of 
foreign  barley  and  meal,  which,  at  4s.  ^., 
would  give  50,020/. :  20,760  quarters  of 
foreign  oats  and  meal  at  3s.  4e/.,  would 
give  3,461/.;  and  386,328  quarters  of 
rye,peas,and  beans  would  supply  96,582/. ; 
making  the  whole  produce  1,105,291/. 
This  was  a  sum  not  only  exceeding  that 
which  had  been  received  under  the  exist- 
ing state  of  the  duty  by  529,710/.,  but  it 
was  bevond  the  amount  which  had  been 

* 

anticipated  when  the  proposal  was  first 
made,  and  which  only  amounted  to 
900,000/.  But  it  might  be  said  that  corn 
would  not  have  come  in  ;  but  he  ventured 
to  say  that  it  would  not  only  have  come 
in,  but  that  it  would  not  have  cost  the 
consumer  a  sixpence  more.  With  regard 
to  su^r,  he  saw  from  the  way  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  smiled  that  he  ex- 
pected him  at  once  to  admit  that  a  con- 
siderable addition  had  resulted  to  the 
revenue  without  any  change  in  the  duty. 
The  real  increase  in  revenue  of  1 84 1  over 
1840  was  584,143.     He  knew  it  would  be 

it  oocc  Mid,  u  wu  nrgwi  io  i  fomer 


debate,  '*  we  have  bad  thia  etan 
any  change  in  the  li  aiid  MBplj  tf 
leaving  things  akme,  kiiJ  yo«r 
would  have  done  nochiag,  eieapt  to  ii 
the  labouring  popalatkm  of  te  Wen' 
dies,  and  to  endanger  tho  wkw^  of 
pNerty. "  He  had  toU  the  HoMt  ai 
time  he  submitted  bb  plan  thai 
estimated  the  retaro  from  the 
duty  on  sugar  at  7(K),0(MML»  ytl 
expected,  from  commonicatioaa 
had  with  individuals,  a  much  lai|8r 
but  every  return  which  had 
made  satisfied  him  thai  if  the 
recommended  had  beee 
revenue  would  not  only  hate 
584,143/.,  but  double  thai  aeei. 
been  assured  by  those  oppoaile 
imports  from  our  colonies  wooU  be 
sufficient  to  meet  the  consumption  of 
country.  The  right  hoo. 
opposite  attempted  to  fix  him  to  iho 
mate  which  he  brought  in,  but  he  ahMO 
met  this  appeal  by  mying  that  he  elwoU 
let  the  people  have  as  large  a  lopplf  00 
they  could  procure  at  a  fair  price.  Nio^ 
let  us  see  whether  from  thesapplj 
during  the  last  year,  which  waa  ~ 
at  the  moment,  and,  as  it  wciOi 
to  hand,  they  were  not  joatifiMl  io 
eluding  that  if  there  bad  been  a 
supply  there  would  not  have  been  i 
larger  demand.  He  shoald  be 
show  that  if  sugar  could  be 
under  a  certain  given  price,  the 
tion  would  go  on  to  an  extent  all 
limited,  but  the  moment  it 
certain  price,  consumption  waa 
the  poorer  clam  of  coosamert 
buy,  and  they  were  obliged  to 
upon  a  smaller  class  of  oonaei 
thought  he  could  show  that  doriof 
past  year  the  demand  had  not ' 
by  the  supply.  He  did  not  prel 
that  he  could  show  that  aegar  had 
consumed  which  had  never  been  heaoriit 
to  market,  but  as  far  as  he  eooM  iomio 
from  the  returns  laid  on  the  Tahm^  oo 
thought  he  could  show  thet  a  farther 


ply  would  have  been  met  b?  a 
demand.  His  richt  boa.  raoad  (llr« 
Labouchere)  and  himself  had 
in  office,  several  depotatioot 
with  the  sugar  trade,  and  they  all 
them  that  the  stocks  in  '  t  eonnliy 
very  low.  The  total  impon  ranger  in  Itit 
was  4,035,000  cwt.;  and  I  li 
sugar  805,179  cwL, 
•ufar  amounted  to  ZJk 
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cootumplion.  According  to  the  papers  of 
the  right  hon.  Darooet,  was  3,f)0(>,853 
cwt.;  makiug  a  deficit  of  376,187  cwt. 
In  1841,  there  were  imported  4,883,974 
cwt. ;  deduct  foreign  sugar  806,630  cwt., 
and  the  colonial  sugar  would  be  4,077,444 
cwt.  The  consumption  was  4,065,97 1  cwt. 
showing  a  deficit  of  11,473  cwt.  Now, 
was  he  wrong,  even  on  the  statement  of 
Ministers*  and  on  their  own  figures,  in 
sa  jing,  that  if  their  supply  had  Iwen  more 
ample,  the  demand  would  have  been 
more  considerable,  and  the  revenue  would 
have  proportionably  increased  ?  But  this 
was  not  all ;  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
favoured  him  with  the  amount  of  stock, 
and  the  document  which  showed  it  was  a 
valuable  one,  for  it  gave  the  amount  in 
bond  in  all  the  different  ports.  He  wished 
to  compare  it  with  an  estimate  furnished 
by  the  West- India  body,  which  was 
entitled  to  every  credit,  as  it  had  been 
borne  out  by  facts  which  since  occurred. 
He  found,  that  on  the  1st  January,  1841, 
the  stock  amount,  according  to  this 
estimate,  to  700,000  cwt.,  and  the  return 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  on  the  5th 
March,  1842,  gave  the  quantity  of  stock 
at  590,000  cwt.,  and  if  these  two  state- 
ments were  accurate,  there  had  been  a 
deficiency  from  the  1st  January,  1840,  to 
March,  1 842,  of  1 1 0,000  cwt.  of  supply, 
as  compared  with  demand.  Now,  there- 
fore,  be  thought  he  bad  good  grounds  for 
stating,  that  if  sugar  had  been  more  ex. 
teosively  supplied,at  a  reasonable  price,  the 
consumption,  and  consequently  the  reve- 
nue, would  have  greatly  increased ;  and 
it  must  be  recollected,  that  if  any  foreign 
sugar  entered,  it  would  not  have  been  at 
2^.  but  36t.  In  the  statement  which  he 
had  made  on  the  sugar  duties,  he  had  laid 
on  the  Table  of  the  House  a  document 
showing  the  coosumption  which  might  be 
eipect^  with  relation  to  tbe  Dopulation, 
if  tbe  price  was  reaaooable.  He  should 
•late  bow  thai  matter  stood.  In  1841, 
there  were  imported,  of  sugar  and 
molaaaei,  4,233,653  cwt.  Now,  if  we 
were  to  take  the  average  calculation  of 
consumption  per  head  for  11  years,  it 
would  give  4,545,664  cwt.,  leaving  a  dif- 
ference of  312,011  cwt,  which  at  the  5 
per  cent,  duty,  would  bave  given  587,000/. 
being  about  just  as  much  again  as  they 
bad  received  under  the  eaisting  state  of 
things.  He  was  in  this  difficulty,  un- 
doubtedly, that  be  was  giiiog  this  as  ibe 

iwolt  of  caleolatioo;  bo(  m  on  oovU 


I  possibly  doubt,  that  the  estimate  he  bad 
formed  was  under  the  due  amount.     And 

,  here  he  could  not  help  referring  to  the 
opinion  of  one  of  the  most  able  and  effi- 
cient public  officers,  he  meant  Mr.  D. 
Hume — who  stated,  when  the  details  of 
his  plan  were  mentioned  to  him,  thai 
though  he  was  not  friendly  to  it  as  it  re* 
garded  the  West  Indies,  yet  so  far  as  tbe 
revenue  was  concerned,  it  would  produce 
a  great  deal  more  than  ever  had  been  cal- 
culated on.  He  now  came  to  timber. 
With  regard  to  timber,  be  perfectly  ad- 
mitted, that  he  bad  not  the  same  means 
of  making  a  calculation  as  he  had  on 
sugar  and  corn ;  but,  although  he  should 
not  trouble  the  House  with  details,  he 
thought  he  could  prove,  that  the  amount 
and  more  than  the  amount  he  calculated 
upon,  would  be  received.  Respecting 
the  timber  duty  he  would,  however,  re- 
mind the  House — and  he  was  surprised, 
that  the  circumstance  had  not  been  ad- 
verted to  before — he  would  remind  the 
House,  that  something  had  already  occur- 
red with  reference  to  the  proposition  of  a 
timber  duty.  And,  indeed,  it  struck  him 
as  especially  remarkable,  that  the  circum- 
stance should  have  been  forgotten  by  the 
parties  who  took  a  part  in  tbe  events  to 
which  he  alluded,  la  1821,  there  was  a 
committee  of  tbe  House  on  foreign  trade. 
He  wished  to  advert  to  the  circumstance* 
because  it  was  said,  that  the  proposition 
which  he  had  made  regarding  timoer  was 
opposed  to  all  liberal  principles  of  political 
economy,  and  against  the  principle  of  free- 
trade.  That  committee  made  a  very  full 
report.  Lord  Wallace  was  then  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee ;  and  Mr.  Robin- 
son (now  Earl  Ripon)  the  then  Vice- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  was  also 
a  member  of  that  committee.  He  did  not 
wish  to  make  any  charse  of  inconsistency, 
for  all  men  were  liable  to  a  change  of 
opinion  on  financial  matters;  and  what 
may  appear  to  them  to  be  desirable  in  one 
year,  may  appear  altogelber  the  reverse  oo 
another  year.  The  recommendation  of 
the  committee  at  the  time,  in  order  to 
carry  out  right  principles  of  finance,  waa 
advisable,  that  tbe  differential  dutv  be- 
tween Canadian  and  Baltic  timber  snoold 
be  diminished.  There  were  tbree  ways  of 
doing  this— *the  first  was  to  increase  the 
duty  on  Canadian  timber ;  tbe  otber  was 
the  reduction  of  tbe  duty  on  Baltic  timber. 
Neither  of  these  conrsssdid  theconoiittet 
rsoommsBdi  bvl  wbal  it  did  leooouMud 
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wat  to  increase  the  duty  on  Canadian 
timber  to  lOi.,  and  reduce  the  duty  on 
Baltic  timber  to  56i.  That  was  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  proposition  he  proposed,  the 
equalisation  of  both  duties  by  raising  one 
and  diminishing  the  other,  and  was  that 
complained  of  as  an  anii*rree*trade  propo- 
sition— as  being  no  benefit  to  the  con- 
sumer— and  as  being  one  of  the  worst 
modes  that  could  be  adopted  for  equal- 
ising the  duties  on  timber  r  On  the  con- 
trary, he  found  that  that  very  measure 
was  brought  in  and  approved  of  by  gen* 
tiemen  who  appeared  satisfied  that  it  was 
at  least  a  step  in  the  right  road  of  legisla- 
tion. He  (Mr.  Baring)  had  not  only  in 
view  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  but  the 
additional  object  of  throwing  open  the 
trade  in  Baltic  timber,  and  canying  on 
that  system  of  legislation  which  ho  and 
his  Colleagues  thought  it  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country  to  adopt.  What 
was  the  result  of  that  measure  in  182)  ? 
He  found,  that  in  1820,  before  the  duty 
was  altered,  the  amount  received  on  timber 
was  927,000/.  He  would  not  compare 
the  receipts  in  that  year  with  1821  or 
1822,  for  they  were  complained  of;  but 
in  1823,  the  revenue  on  timber  from 
mifiOOL  had  increased  by  625,000/., 
for  the  duty  produced  1,552,000/.  Con- 
sumers  made  no  complaint ;  but  not  only 
so,  it  was  found  from  that  time,  the  con- 
sumption of  timber  of  ail  sorts  increased, 
instead  of  diminished.  If  he  had  gone 
into  these  details,  connected  with  the 
arrangements  which  he  once  had  the 
honour  to  propose  to  the  House,  he 
could  assure  them  it  did  not  arise  from 
any  personal  wish  to  defend  himself,  or 
from  any  pertinacious  adherence  to  his 
own  plans.  His  object  was  of  much 
greater— of  infinite  importance«>to  show, 
wlicn  they  came  to  consider  the  decision 
they  should  pronounce  with  respect  to 
the  finances  ol  the  country,  that  they  had 
not  eshansted  either  of  the  sources  to 
which  he  had  ventured  to  refer.  His  ob- 
ject was,  to  show  that  they  had  not  ex- 
hausted either  of  the  souroea  of  revenue 
which  he  had  stated.  His  object  was  to 
tell  the  Hooae,  that  when  Ibey  came  to 
look  at  the  whole  course  they  had  to  par- 
sue,  when  they  had  to  choose,  and  an  un- 
fortunate choice  he  admitted  it  was,  when 
it  was  for  them  to  choose  between  adding, 
in  some  way  or  other,  to  the  bordens  of  the 
«oantry»  there  was  none  of  that  impossa* 
biiity  ia  nmag  %  leveuo  fiwi  otbtr 


taxes  which  could  alone  jasttfy 
currence  to  the  odious  impoat  wUdl  thif 
had  adopted.  The  right  horn* 
in  the  speech  which  he  mmie  to 
House  on  a  former  eveniiif » 
which,  though  he  diffieied  frm  tha  sa* 
suits  contained  in  it»  oo  not  HstoMd 
with  more  admiratioa  than  himaalf,^^ 
suted  the  aetnal  deficienej  at  %JSIU^fiML 
and  the  probable  deficiency  at  StOOCMMOL 
To  cover  this  deficiency,  therighl  has. 
Baronet  proposed  to  raise  A^iOJMIL^ 
that  was  to  say,  3,000,0001. 
required  for  the  publie 
1,300,000/.  which  he  intended  to 
pose  of  in  the  reduction  of  dntieSi  m 
manner  which  he  had  explained  to 
House.  The  proposition,  thafefeeit  to* 
cloded  not  only  the  raising  an  MHNWt  of 
money  equal  to  the  acknowledged 
of  the  country,  but  like 
amount  of  about  l,300,000i  for  the 
pose  of  dealing  with  matters 
commerce  of  the  country.  The 
ought  to  look  to  the  principle  on 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  propoeed  to 
this  respect    It  was  necessary  for 


House  to  consider  upon  what  prindph 
this  new  commercial  code  waa  RNUidn^ 
and  the  arrangements  held  out  as  a 
tation  to  the  public,  and  lo  the 
classes  in  particular,  to  snbttit  to  a  toa, 
the  history  of  which  was  quite  snflfeieal  to 
render  it  most  objectionable.  They  Isarf 
to  look  at  what  were  the  propositioan  af 
the  right  hon.  Baronet*  and  what  waa  ika 
principle  upon  which  they  were  baaed.  Ha 
would  not  enter  into  partknlar  decailai 
he  would  not  quarrel  with  the  right 
Baronet  about  this  duty  or  iha^  bat 
he  would  assert,  that  one  principla 
vaded  the  whole  tariff,  a  principla  a 


which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  said  noshiM 
in  his  opening  speech,  but  which  appMaaZ 
to  him  to  be  fraught  with  danger  to  Iha 
commercial  interests  of  the  couatffj.  What 
had  hitherto  been  the  utmost  eaftsai  la 
which  the  differential  and  pcotectiva 
tern  had  bvvn  carried?  Soose 
affecting  the  important  intcreals  of 
colonies,  had  been  largely  psolacladp 
the  system  of  protection  haa  not  beoa 
tended  to  all  small  maltsffs;  the 
ture  had  not  laid  down  the  principla 
in  every  possible  case,  it  vonld 
heavy  differential  dntiea  between  the 
dace  of  our  colonies  and  of  other 
tries.  That  was  the  priaciBlt  whisb 
feaad  kid  down  ai  tki  wdL   Bm 
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not  enter  mioulelY  into  matters  of  detail, 
but  he  woukl  refer  to  the  6rtt  article  in 
the  tariff— Asset.  [Oreat  Laughter, A 
After  the  sly  obsenratioo  which  he  heard 
escape  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  in 
commonicaiion  with  an  hon.  and  ei- 
cellent  Friend  of  his,  it  made  it  rather 
uncomfortable  for  him  to  allude  to  the 
protection  given  to  Enj^lish  and  colonial 
asses*  This  was  the  paper  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  upon  which  his 
budget  statement  was  made  : — 

'*  lUiTifion  of  the  tariflf.  It  it  computed, 
that  there  arc  1,200  different  rates  of  duties, 
all  carefully  coniidered.  Proportion  borne 
by  duty  in  each  case  to  average  price  consi- 
dered/* 

The  right  hon.  Baronet,  in  a  very  solemn 
manner,  assured  the  House  that  all  these 
came  under  the  consideration  of  himself 
and  the  Cabinet,  and  that  they  had  given  to 
each  individualcase  a  careful  consideration. 
That  being  the  case,  he  would  wish  the 
right  hoo.  Baronet  to  explain  his  conduct 
with  respect  to  asses.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  diminished  the  protection 
hitherto  enjoyed  by  English  asses;  but 
then,  after  grave  deliberation  of  course, 
he  bad  given  a  protection  of  100  per  cent, 
for  colonial  asses,  which  heretofore  had 
enjoyed  no  protection  at  all.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  reminded  him  that  this  was 
ridiculous  legislation.  True,  it  was  so. 
It  was  laughable  to  see  a  Cabinet  gravely 
deliberating  on  the  amount  of  protection 
which  ought  to  be  extended  to  colonial 
aases.  Why  one  schedule  of  the  new 
tariff  compriaed  a  whole  apothecary's 
shop.  In  one  page  he  found  a  protection 
on  Eau  de  Cologne  the  produce  of  the 
colonies.  He  knew  perfectly  well  how 
that  incongruity  occurred.  Irie  Govern* 
ment  had  laid  down  a  general  principle, 
and  applied  it  to  all  cases.  Tbey  bad  not 
been  influenced  bv  such  coosideratioos  as 
the  protection  of  the  negro  populaiioo, 
the  ensuring  of  a  supply  of  home-grown 
com,  of  promoting  the  timber  trade  in 
onr  own  colonies;  they  were  not  appre- 
hensive  that  the  supply  of  Baa  de  Cologne 
would  Bol  be  equal  to  the  deaiand.  No ; 
those  were  not  the  grounds  upon  wbieb 
they  bad  proceeded  in  drawing  ap  their 
new  tariff,  but  they  laid  down  the  prin- 
ciple  that  in  every  case,  and  under  aU 
circuBBStanoes,  there  should  be  diitreotial 
duties.  Was  that  to  be  the  commercial 
principle  of  the  Government.  Mark  how 
VAfiuriy  Ibeir  pr iodple  opaiitci.    Thera 


was  a  large  dau  of  persons  entirely  cm- 
ployed    in   cork-cutting.     He  had   been 
told   that  by  the  reductions  they   were 
making  in  the  tariff  these  persons,  who 
were  the  creatures  of  the  protective  system 
which  had  been  fostered  in  this  kingdom, 
would  have  their  interest  most  materially 
affected.     He  did  not  mean  to  contend 
that  if,  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  out 
the  general  principles  of  free-trade,  they 
would  have  to  remove  that  protection, 
they  had  no  right  to  do  so ;  but  be  would 
tell  them  that  these  persons  had  a  rtght| 
not  unfaiHy,   to  complain  if  they  found 
that  the  protection  was  taken  away  from 
them,  whilst  protection   upon  many  ar« 
tides  of  colonial  produce  had   been  in- 
creased,  and  in  many  instances  articles 
were  protected   which  had  never  before 
received  protection.     He  would  take  two 
of  the  schedules,  the  1st  and  the  7th, 
in  which  there  were  313  different  articles  ; 
to  67  of  these  articles  no  protection  was 
granted,  and  there  were  introduced  not 
less  than  246  new  protecting  duties.     It 
would  be  said,  these  were  small  articles, 
and  not  worth  considering ;  but  be  thought 
that  man  was  not  a  wise  man  who  would 
venture  to  foretell  what  might  be  the  ulti- 
mate reault  of  any  protection,  however 
small.     He  firmly  believed  that  a  con* 
siderable  portion   of  that  inconvenience 
from  which  trade  was  at  present  suffering 
arose  from  the  injudicious  attempts  which 
had  been  made  to  give  protection  to  par- 
ticular trades,   at  a  time    when  it  was 
wrongly  thought  they  required  the  foster- 
ing care  of    the  State.    Take   another 
article  which  the  Government  proposed  to 
deal  with,  this  was  tobacco,  upon  which 
thev  proposed  to  reduce  the  duty  on  colo- 
nial tobacco  3c<.,  establishing  a  differential 
duty  to  that    amount  in  favour  of  the 
colonies.    The  proposition  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  that  point  had  been  repeatedly 
submittied  to  the  House,  and  as  frequently 
rejected.    Mr.  Huskisaon  at  one  tine  en- 
tertaioed  the  idea  that  tobacco  could  be 
grown  in  our  North  American  colonies^ 
and  under  that  impreuion  fixed  the  doty 
npon  tobacco,  the  produce  of  the  Weal 
Indies  and  Canada,  at  3d.  leas  tban  that 
npon  tobacco  grown  in  the  United  States. 
Hitf  differential  duty,  however,  was  not 
extended  to  tobacco  grown  in  the  Bast 
Indies,  to  which  the  Government  now 
proposed  to  apply  it.    It  was  one  thiog 
to  take  away  protection  whicb  parties  had 
kmgeojoyad,  aadaootlwrtomMiiditto 
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pirtiei  wlio  had  never  had  it.  Thii  wu 
what  ibc  Goverament  wai  about  to  do. 
Thej  were  about  lo  extend  the  difTereatial 
dutfon  loba ceo.  which  wai  at  preMnt  a 
cypher  on  the  booki  of  the  Cualom-houw, 
to  India,  where  it  would  make  a  practical 
diOercDce,  b«BDteaconiiderableqaatility 
of  the  article  would  be  imported  from 
thai  coantry.  What  would  be  the  differ- 
ence tothe  conaumer?  Would  it  reduce 
the  price  of  lobaceo  d  lingle  farthing? 
it  would  not,  and  the  mult  of  the  ar- 
ranfcemcDt  would  be  merely  to  deprive 
the  Engliih  Exchequer  of  the  difl'erential 
3d.,  and  to  place  it  in  the  pocketi  of  the 
Indian  ipeculator.  In  the  preaent  atate 
ofuur  relalioni  with  China  he  would  not 
aajr  much  of  the  favour  shown  to  Aaiam 
tea.  He  only  hoped  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net would  not  compel  him  to  dtiDk  it. 
To  thoae  who  might  object  that  the  points 
to  which  he  was  iidveriing  were  of  small 
importance,  he  wiiuld  reply  by  asking 
what  effect  the  new  principle  introduced 
into  our  tarilT  would  have  when  we  came 
to  negotiate  commercial  treaties  with  other 
countries  ?  It  had  been  the  object  of 
wiie  men,  in  latter  times,  lo  liberalise  the 
tariff,  and  reduce  the  diitiiictire  and  dif- 
ferential  duties  by  which  it  was  deformed, 
but  DOW  it  wai  proposed  tu  impose  a  dif- 
ferential duly  upon  every  article  which 
could  be  found.  Waa  it  not  probable  that 
foreign  states  wuuld  turn  round  upon  us, 
and  say — "  Your  principle  is  a  differential 
one,  and  the  principle  which  you  act  on 
we  will  carry  out  also;  we  are  persuaded 
your  principle  must  be  a  valuable  one, 
because  you  wen  incut  the  risk  of  roaking 
yourself  appear  ridiculous  from  the  manner 
in  which  you  carry  it  into  practice." 
Ought  we  not  lo  look  to  the  future  ?  The 
interests  lo  be  protected  by  the  imposition 
of  differential  duties  might  be  small  In 
themaelves,  but  those  interests,  when 
united,  would  be  as  difficult  to  break  as 
the  bundle  of  aticki,  and  they  would 
hereafter  oppose  a  firm  resistance  to 
neasorea  having  for  their  object  the  bene- 
fit of  the  consumer.  Wu  it  wiae  to  in« 
crease  the  opposition  which  obstructs  every 
Minister  wbo  endeavoured  to  take  a  single 
step  in  a  liberal  course  of  policy  ?  The 
(jueslion  now  was,  whether  the  country 
was  willing  to  undergo  an  lacume-tax  for 
a  tariff  founded  on  such  principles.  Wa« 
the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  new  tariff  sufficiently  great  to 
induce  •?«>  iboN  wbo  did  not  catertiin 


the  strong  objection  wbi  had  alwaya 

felt  to  the  lax  propoaed  ny  le  right  ban. 
Baronet,  to  consent  to  •»  impoaiiina* 
The  opinion  he  now  held  M  ih«  rabiect 
of  an  Income-tax  be  had  always  ester. 
taincd.  It  might  be  utfti  ■niost  ban 
that  be  had  not  made  aiy  peUie  dads- 
ration  of  his  opinkm  upmtbitpoinl;  baC 
it  should  be  remembered  that  be  had  held 
the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Escbeqwcr, 

ihose  duty  it  was  aaki  to  bu  tu  u)i.  a* 
long  as  was  necessary  witbtmi  u&|(nasua 
a  decided  opinion  upon  anything,  ■■■ 
his  budijf  t  should  come  ont.  He  nnr  As 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  WMbokbg 
Hi  one  of  his  speeches,  bat  be  wodl  tm 
nothing  in  it  in  favour  of  an  lacaat^Mk  - 
He  remembered,  on  one  occMioM,  ■ddtag 
a  speech  of  half  an  hone's  leoflh,  Md  ha 
was  told,  at  the  conclusiM  or  k,  h|f  tt> 
hon.  Member  for  Lambelb,  that  ho  hai 
made  a  good-humoured  speech, 
ig  aovthing;  and  tba  be  ( 
coHsiderecl  one  of  the  greatest  i 
ments  that  coold  be  paid  lo  i  *" 
of  the  Exchequer.  Othec  e,, 
would  occur  for  discnssing  the  4* 
the  Income-tax;  but  be  could  Ml  afcw 
that  occasion  to  pau  without  aaUwIkB 
House  and  the  country  at  large  to  OHH^ 
consider  what  was  the  nature  of  llwiB> 
post  to  which  it  proposed  lo  sattfeetlhi^  • 
and  to  deliberate  as  to  wbetbar  thOfO  Wtm 
other  less  objectionable  moda  of  oi^ 
plyingthedeficiencyofthareveaoe.  WhiB 
he  came  down  to  the  Houae  oa  the  ««»■ 

Ig  when  the  right  hon.  Baronet  BHMb  hio 
financial  statement,  he  had  »0t  tha 
slightest  notion  that  it  was  the  ialiatiiB 
of  the  Government  to  propoee  ooj  MNh 
measure.  He  had  expected  that,  on  Htm 
occasion,  it  might  be  neceaaarj  Car  Um- 
self  and  his  late  colleague*  to  eoHr  !■!• 
a  discussion  respecting  the  aaeaiana  vkadh 
they  proposed  last  year,  to  Tindieato  tha 
accuracy  of  the  slatemenu  they  had  Mai^ 
and  the  principles  they  bed  laid  iamm. 
At  the  same  tine  speaking  for  hiaMril 
and  his  late  Colleaguea,  he  eoold  Halo 
they  had  resolved  that  they  woald  aoi, 
for  any  mere  party  purpoee,  object  lo  tha 
imposition  of  any  fit  and  proper  loaao 
that  might  be  necessary  to  raise  the  oas 
required  for  the  service  of  the  coaatij^ 
The  tax  now  proposed,  however,  waaa 
lo  which  he  could  not  ec  it.  WiM  it  a 
just  tax.  Was  it  an  eqeai  tu?  Thaw 
were  questions  for  the  c  try  to  4mwb 
BiDO.    Wu  it  fhirlhit       i«hs  wnti 
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the  permtneot  occupation  of  property— 
thit  ihote  whose  property  detceoded  from 
father  to  son,  and  who  might  dispose  of  it 
as  they  pleased,  should  pay  in  the  same 
proportion  as  those  who  obtained  their 
annual  incomes  by  their  own  exertions- 
incomes  which  would  be  immediately  cut 
ofl*  by  sume  of  those  casual  accidents  to 
which  humanity  was  liable,  leaving  the 
families  dependent  upon  them  wholly  un- 
provided for.  Tlie  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
already  learned  what  that  large  and  in- 
fluential body,  the  Bank  of  England, 
thought  of  a  scheme  which  affected  equally 
permanent  and  annual  funded  securities. 
For  his  own  part  he  could  conceive 
nothing  more  unfair  thin  such  a  mode  of 
taxation.  He  was  aware  that  many 
persons  believed  that  the  scheme  proposed 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  the  fairest 
and  most  equal  mode  of  raising  a  revenue, 
but  his  own  opinion  was  that  no  tax  could 
be  devised  which  would  operate  more  un- 
equally, more  unjustly,  and  more  opprea- 
aively.  When  be  was  in  office, and  sitting  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  he  put  a  ques- 
tion to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  which  be 
was  not  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  an  ans- 
wer. He  asked  the  right  hon.  Bironet  what, 
in  the  event  of  the  House  rejecting  the 
measure  which  be  then  proposed,  he  would 
himself  propose.  He  believed,  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  not  now  put  a 
similar  question  to  him.  On  the  14th  of 
May  laat  year,  he  oiade  use  of  the  follow- 
ing language  in  that  House : — 

'^  I  isk  from  hon.  Geotleneo  opposite  not 
that  kind  of  information  which  was  wrung  from 
me  last  year,  to  the  inconvenience  of  the  putv 
lie  fervice-Hftot  particttlar  details,  but  the  ge- 
neral course  which  they  ire  prepared  to  adopt. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  provide  for  me 
public  service,  and  I  ask  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  in  what  mode  they  would  perform 
tliat  doty.  I  do  not  call  on  them  to  specify 
the  actual  taxe^  they  would  propose,  bat  the 
general  course  of  policy.  Are  they  prepared 
to  have  recourse  to  additional  direct  taxation 
to  make  up  the  public  revenue  if  they  reject 
ny  motion '  I  have  proposed  to  raise  the 
means  for  the  public  M»rvice  without  laying 
additional  burdens  on  the  people  of  this  couo« 
try—  if  you  oppose  me,  are  you  prepared  to 
assert  a  further  taxation.** 

He  was  not  prepared  to  offer  a  budget 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  Nothing  could 
he  more  indecorous  and  improper  than 
surh  a  proceeding ;  but  he  should  not  feel 
justified  in  opposing  even  the  proposed 
Income-tax  unless  be  could  point  to  other 


sources  of  revenue  for  the  means  of  eo» 
abling  tho  country  to  avoid  so  great  a 
calamity.  He  last  year  propoaed  a  moda 
of  raising  a  certain  sum.  He  would  not 
now  go  over  the  grounds  of  the  arrange- 
ment which  he  then  propoaed.  He  at 
the  time  fully  explained  the  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  think  that  sufficient  money 
might  be  raised  in  the  manner  he  sug- 
gested to  supply  the  large  deficiency  of 
the  revenue.  Looking  at  the  enormous 
amount  of  taxation  which  had  been  re- 
pealed since  the  war,  could  it  be  justly 
alleged  that  there  were  no  other  means 
of  supplying  the  existing  deficiency  except 
by  a  tax  upon  income  ?  He  would  briefly 
state  the  taxes  which  had  been  repealed 
since  the  war,  leaving  the  property-tax 
out  of  consideration : — 

In  the  customs  there  had  been 

a  reduction  of £7,500/X)0 

In  the  excise  of 12,000,000 

In  stamps  of 866/>00 

In  taxes  of 4,800,000 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  did  not  rely  upon 
the  Income-tax  alone  for  raising  the  money 
be  wanted— he  resorted  to  other  sources  of 
revenue.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  expecled 
to  obuin  400,000/.  from  Ireland  by  the 
addition  he  proposed  to  the  stamp  and 
spirit  duties  affecting  that  country.  Would 
any  man  venture  to  assert  that  if  400,000/. 
could  be  drawn  from  Irelandi  means  could 
not  be  found  of  reatoring  public  credit, 
and  raising  the  income  to  a  par  with  the 
expenditure,  without  resorting  to  a  tax 
which  had  hitherto  been  considered  the 
laat  resource  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  be 
applied  to  only  in  cases  of  the  greatest 
difficulty  ?  When  Mr.  Vansiturt  had  been 
compelled  to  give  up  the  property-tax,  he 
levied  three  millions  of  other  taxes  in  1819, 
and  that  the  imposition  of  those  imposta 
did  not  injuriously  effect  the  public  wel- 
fare was  evident  from  the  fact  that  in 
1822,  1823,  and  1824,  the  Government 
was  enabled  to  repeal  a  considerable 
amount  of  taxation  in  consequence  of  the 
increased  revenue  derived  from  articlea  of 
consumption,  and  the  general  improve- 
ment of  trade.  As  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  not  explained  the  nature  of  the  ma- 
chinerv  which  he  intended  to  employ  in 
the  collection  of  the  Income-tax,  be  wonld 
not  dwell  upon  that  point;  but  he  conld 
not  help  calling  the  attention  of  the  Honaa 
to  aa  important  a  document  aa  be  ever 
read,  namely,  a  petition  of  the  meichanta 
of  London,  pceaented  to  the  Howe  of 
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CommoDi  when  the  last  Income-ttx  wai 
in  operation.  The  meeting  at  which  the 
petition  was  agreed  to,  was  stated  to  have 
represented  all  the  property  and  respecta- 
bility of  the  City  of  London.  It  was 
stated  in  the  House,  at  the  time  tlie  peti- 
tion was  presented,  that  an  attempt  had 
been  made  to  get  up  a  counter-petition  in 
favour  of  a  modified  income-tax,  for  which 
only  twenty-three  signatures  could  be  ob- 
tained ;  and  the  original  petition,  therefore, 
came  to  the  House,  expressing  the  espcri- 
encc  and  feelings  of  the  whole  mercantile 
class  of  London.  It  was  worthy  of  remark, 
that  that  petition  was  moved  by  the  very 
gentleman  (Mr.  Hibbert)  who  was  the 
author  of  the  income*  tax,  and  suggested 
it  to  Mr.  Pitt.  He  would  take  the  liberty 
of  reading  the  petition  to  the  House,  It 
staled : — 

"  llitt  in  the  judgment  of  the  petitioners, 
the  property  or  inconne-tax  is  in  its  principle 
arbitrary,  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and  gene- 
ral practice  of  our  constitution,  and  that  it 
ou};ht  only  to  be  submitted  to  in  cases  of  ur- 
gent necessity :  that  inasmuch  as  it  operated 
indiscriminately  npon  all  ca<iual  as  well  as 
permanent  incomes,  it  is  not  equitable :  and 
that,  in  its  application  to  trade  and  commerce, 
it  has  l>een  found  inquisitorial  and  oppressive; 
that  during  the  long  and  arduous  struggle  in 
which  this  country  has  been  engaged,  the  peti- 
tioners have  patiently  submitted  to  taxes,  how- 
ever  burdensome,  and  even  to  this  imposition, 
however  vexatious,  in  the  confident  reliance 
that  upon  the  return  of  peace  thty  should  l>e 
relieved  from  those  contributions  at  least  which 
were  professedly  raised  fur  the  purpose  of  de» 
fraying  within  each  year  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  extraordinary  and  unn  void  able  expcnseit 
of  the  war;  th.it  the  faith  of  Parliament  had 
been  expressly  pledged  for  the  cessation  of  the 
income-tax  with  the  war,  which  alone  could 
justify  such  establishments  and  i'X(>enditure  as 
reiidf  red  thai  giitling  burden  necessary ;  and 
that  in  the  ptftiiioiit-rs  uiidi-r!ii:uiding  and  be- 
lief, it  had  Mover  Ix'en  cuntinucd  nor  renewed 
without  It*  bem^'  aicnmpanu'il  by  the  same 
pledge;  that  no  modit'icititin  of  its  details,  or 
abatement  m  the  rate  fif  its  iiiimediate  exac- 
tion<(,  can  in  ihe  npmifin  of  ihv  petitioners  re- 
move the  obnoxious  principle  of  thi^  tax.  oi 
compeoiAie  for  thv  alarming;  precedent  of  its 
fitactment  durin;;  pf'acv  :  thai  to  anticipate  in 
tune  of  peact  (hose  « xtraordiiiary  resources 
wliii.li  should  be  referred  for  the  defence  of 
the  national  interest,  honour,  and  independ- 
ence, when  either  are  endangered  by  foreign 
agftressioii.  appears  to  the  petitioners  to  Im*  in- 
jurioui,  not  only  to  the  domestic  comfort  and 
pio»|>efiiy  of  the  country,  but  to  it»/epuiation 
aiiil  iiiriiieni.e  abrtud  ;  that  the  petilmners, 
there!4»ic,  eariiesilv  eiita-.it  tin-  lluu^c  not  ti» 
permit  the  renewal  uf  the  ihtoine  and  property - 


taz«  and  to  promote  elBeint 

with  for  the  diminutioD  of  tba  pqblic 

lure." 


The  petition  which  he  had 
received  by  the  House  with  i 
unanimous  applause.    It  was 
on  the  18th  of  March.  1816,  aad,^  a 
singular  coincidence,  the  right  hoa. 
net  had  selected  the  anaivtnary  of 
day  to  call  upon  the  Hoaie  to 
the  tax  which  the  petitioo  «pw  WMndy 
strumental  in  causing  to  be  repealed.     Ha 
trusted,  that  in  what  he  had  eaid»  ho ' 
avoided  any  thing  like  recriniaatorf 
guage,  but  he  felt  the  deepest  and 
objection  to  the  tax  proposed  by  tho 
hon.  Baronet,  and  if  be  wait  to 
alone  he  would  record  his  disient  fnim  iU 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  Eac 
it  was  perfectly  natural,  that  IbaiMt 
Gentleman  opposite  shoidd  tua 
earliest  opportunity  of  exprceriD|t  bia 
timenis  with  respect  to  the  fioaocial 
sure  of  her  Majesty's  Governmenl,  aod  ki^ 
fur  one,  had  nothing  to  conplaia  of  a 
tone  in  which  the  right  hon. 
had  expressed  them ;  nor  waa  ho 
disposed  to  take  a  different  cooraa 
to  abstain  from  that  recrinioatioo 
the  right  hon.  Gentlaaan  had 
and  confine  himself  to  tba 
which  the  right  hon.  OentleBDao  bad 
on  that  occasion.  He  BDnat,  ho«Ofa 
allowed  to  express  some  sarpriaa, 
while  iha  right  hon.  Geotlenaa  hod 
rally  taken  an  early  opportunity  of 
pressing  his  opinion  upon  this  subject, 
had  taken  it  in  such  a  form  as  aol  to 
upon  the  Ifouse  to  give  anyopinhiooa 
the  principle  which  he  had  advocated<»-lia 
had  made  a  speech,  but  bad  offeiod  wm 
proposition  u|H>n  which  the  Hoiiaa  «ao 
called  on  to  divide ;  and  although  ho  \mk 
heard  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa  throogk* 
out  his  spiech,  yet  he  could  give  oo  opiii* 
ion  as  to  the  course  which  the  right  ho«, 
(lentleman  intended  to  take  with  faa|iect  !• 
the  measure  then  under  their  coasidoratiott* 
lie  understood  the  right  hon.  Gcniloaaos 
intended  to  vote  against  the  resolutioo  fa 
committee.  He  thought  it  was  moae  oott* 
formable  to  ordinary  usage,  more  confofoiM 
able  to  the  fair  discussion  of  the  aobjoct, 
if  the  arguments  bad  been  introdocod  ala 
period  when  the  House  might  bavo  hoA 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  conflieiiw 
opinions  tu  n  test.  He  propoeed»  aa  tho 
right  hon.  (icnllenian  had  gone  back  io  a 
considerable  period,  and  had  Iravi 
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ft  Urge  field  of  UzatioD,  to  tddrets  him- 
•elf,  in  order,  to  the  leveral  topics  which 
the  right  hon.  GentlemaD  had  introduced. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  commenced  by 
referring  to  that  period  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finances  of  the  country  when 
that  deficiency  first  commenced  for  which 
they  were  now  called  on  to  provide — not, 
indeed,  a  deficiency  alone,  but  the  accu. 
mulation  of  deficiency  which   the  system 
adopted  in  1838  and  1839  had  led  to,  and 
which  had  now  entailed  upon  the  country, 
even  according   to  the  confession  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  providing  by  fresh  taiation  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  State.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  told  them,  that  the  Ministry 
was  justified  in   the   course   which  they 
took  in  1838,    in  not  providing  for   the 
large  deficiency  which  was  then  permitted 
to  remain  at  the  end  of  the  year;  and 
that  there  were  no  extraordinary  occur- 
rences  on    that  occasion  which  obliged 
the  Government  to  call  forth  the  energies 
of  the  people.     He  further  eulogised  that 
system  of  borrowing  and  temporary  ar- 
rangement which  now  proved  to  be  the 
great  misfortune  of  the  country,  and  ren. 
dered  it  necessary  for  the  Government  to 
tax  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  repair- 
ing past  errors.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  referred  to  that  period  of  1838 
and  1839  as  if  it  were  a  period  promising 
such  perfect  tranq  utility ,  that  no  provision 
was  then  necessary  to  be  made  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  State;  but  he  had  for- 
gotten, that  in  those  two  years,  there  were 
circumstances  sufficiently  threatening  to 
have  pointed  out  to  a  Government  with 
ordinary  prudence,  that  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  country  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  fall  into  dilapidation.     In  the 
year  1838,  they  had  had  a  msnifeslation 
of  revolt  in  the  Canadas,  originating  in 
circumstances  to  which  it  was  then  unne- 
cessary to  advert,  but  which  immediately 
entailed  upon  the  country  a  considerable 
expenditure,  and  threatened  an  increase 
of  it  even  in  that  year.    There  were  cir- 
cumstances, then,  in  the  commencement 
of  that  deficiency  to  warn  the  Ooveroment 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue :    auil  if  they  took  not  that  early 
warning,  at  least  to  induce  them,  at  a 
subsequent  period,  to  combine  with  an 
united  eflfort  to  prevent  the  consequences. 
Nor  was  the  whole   evil   of  that  want 
of  energy  in  not  providing  by  taxation 
for   the    wants  of   the  coantry,   shewn 


bv  the  actual    deficiency  of  the   year. 
Unwilling  to  face  the  diflBculty  of  im- 
posing fresh  burdens  oo  the  people,  the 
Government  had  recourse  to  a  system  of 
reducing  the  balances  in  the  Exchequer  to 
a  hazardous  extent.   The  House,  perhaps, 
was  not  aware  what  was  the  balance  in 
the  Exchequer  at  a  period  just  previous 
to  that  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  referred.      On  the  5th  of  January. 
1837,  it  was  6,049,000/.    On  the  5th  of 
January  last,  that  balance  was  reduced  to 
about  3,500,000/. ;  let  not  the  House  su|>- 
pose  that  that  was  an  inconsiderable  evil, 
or  one  which  they  were  to  put  out  of  their 
consideration  in  dealing  with  the  financea 
of  the  country  ;  or  that,  though  not  called 
upon   to  provide   for  that  deficiency  of 
balance,  but  only  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  annual  receipts  to  meet  the 
annual  expenditure,  there  was  anything 
but  danger  in  leaving  the  balances  in  that 
condition.    The  present  proposition  was 
to  provide  for  the  moment,  for  the  debt 
that  was  due ;  but  in  proportion  as  that 
balance  in  the  Exchequer  wu  reduced, 
so    were  they  obliged  to  depend   upon 
the  Bank  of  England  for  a  larger  supply, 
and  were  making  the  country  more  and 
more  dependent  on  that  great  establish- 
ment, and  not  only  that,  but  were  also 
deranging  the  currency,  and  preventing  the 
Bank  from  making  those  arrangements  in 
respect  of  it  which  might  be  neoeasart  for 
their  own  security  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
commercial  and  manufacturing  interests 
of  thecountry.    When  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman told  them  that  he  hi^  forborne  to 
impose  upon  the  people  fresh  taxation,  it 
was  no  trifling  consideration,  in  dealing 
with  the  finances  of  the  country,  toremem. 
her  what  had  been  the  effect  of  that  absti- 
nence, followed  up  as  it  had  been  by  five 
consecutive  vears  of  deficiency,  upon  the 
Exchequer  of  the  country.    The  next  at- 
tempt of  the  right  hon.  Uenlleman  was  to 
show,  in  opposition   to  what  had  been 
stated  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  at  the  bead 
of  the  Government  on  a  previous  evening, 
that  taxation  on  articles  of  consumption 
had  not  been  unproductive  to  the  degree 
which  his  right  hon.  Friend  had  stated  and 
here  he  must  say,  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman seemed  altogether  to  have  misunder- 
stood the  argument  which  his  right  hon. 
Friend  had  used.    The  rifbt  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  supposed  that  his  right  hon.  Friend 
had  stated  that  the  addition  of  5  per  cent, 
imposed  on  Cusiooss  and  Excise  bad  not 
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niaed  any  reveDoe  tt  bH  to  the  coantry. 
But  that  was  not  tliB  argnment  which  h'u 
right  lion.  Friend  had  Died.  Hii  light  hoo. 
Friend  wiihed  to  (how  that  the  conauini 


lion  of  the  connir*  wai  lo  affected  at  ibe 
preient  moment,  that  when  yon  attempted 
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0  make  to  it  eten  a  imall  addition, 
portion  to  the  total  amonnl,  the  effort  muit 
neceuarily  fill.  The  right  hon.  GcDtle- 
man  complained  that  hi*  right  hon.  Friend 
had  taken  the  total  amoont  of  the  Cuitomt 
in  1840  and  1841,  and  had  ahown  rrom 
that  total  amount  of  revenue  the  failure 
of  his  (Mr.  Bariag'a]  plan.  He  farther 
contended  that  that  view  wai  allt^ther 
erroneoui;  and  that  he  ought  to  have 
eicluded,  in  coniidering  the  queation  of 
contumption,  the  amount  produced  by  the 
5  per  cent  duty.  He  thought  that  that 
was  the  a^ment  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman :  bat  he  waa  afraid  tba  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  derive  much  ad- 
vantage a*  to  the  main  point  at  ianie 
between  them  from  the  obtertationa  which 
be  had  made  on  the  atitement  of  hi> 
tight  hon.  Friend.  The  tjuMiion  which 
tM  Hoaie  had  to  decide  wai  thb — could 
they,  with  a  proipect  of  railing  lerenne, 
impoae  oa  article*  of  contumption  a  new 
U»tion  to  the  amonnt  of  3,000.000/. 
or  at  leaat  without  great  bnrden  upon  the 
commercial,  manufacturing,  and  trading 
intereati  of  thi>  country,  or  whether  th«y 
aboold  adopt  another  aystem  of  taxation 
now  propoaed  to  them?  He  had  had  a 
paper  made  ont,  itatlng  the  produce 
that  waa  derived  from  certain  articlea 
of  revenue  In  1640,  he  liad  added  to 
the  produce  of  thoie  teveral  arliclei  the 
per  centage  which  the  r  ght  hon.  Gen- 
tleman impoaed,  and  had  compared  the 
total  reavlt  that  ought  to  have  been  de- 
rived from  it  in  the  year,  with  the  actual 
reault  of  it  in  the  fullowing  year ;  ihowing 
thereby,  what  wa*  the  increaie  eKpecied 
from  the  addition  of  S  per  cent.,  and 
what  wai  the  actual  loult.  Now,  to 
lake  lome  of  the  ariicli:!  with  reipect  to 
coH're,  the  amount  propoied  la  be  de- 
rived from  It  wa>  89n,U00/.,  the  actual 
amount  waa  only  870,000/.  Tlial  wai 
taking  ihe  whole  year  during  which  the 
additional  duty  waa  received.  In  lugar 
Ihe  araountoujcht  to  have  been  rj.On.OOU/., 
it  waa  only  4,.310,OOOf.  In  wine  ii  wai 
lobe  1.998,000/.,  it  waionW  l.H0f;,000f. 
In  limber  it  oughi  In  have  been  1 , j'.)D,ni)()/. 
it  wat  only  l,.'i40,O0U/.  Upon  theae  few 
article*  alone,  there  wa*  a  deficiency  of 


nearly  •  million, 
remit  with  what 
been,  bad  the  ui 
the  duty,  produced  the  r;\pccird  ii 
Now,  to  come  to  the  ootn  itotv.  Tbe  coia 
duty,  in  1840,  prodnetd  I  .OOd/KH)/..  ia 
1841,  only  500,000£.  [Mr.  Baro^g:  I 
wa*  apeaking  of  the  Ml  amounL]  It  wa* 
only  by  taking  the  groai  amnuni  tbu  the; 
conid  arrive  at  the  real  toult.  Ua  nd> 
milted,  that  no  jnit  coocluaion  oowM 
be  drawn  from  the  gnia  amount  >a  tn 
the  effiKt  which  the  lax  had  on  the  it- 
venoe  of  the  country,  fur  it  migbl  r»- 
quire  an  additioGal  eatalilrihmcnt  for  itt 
collection;  and,  although  iKc  tai  M^ht 
be  productive,  yet  the  driluciioaa  fima 
it  might  be  very  conaidcrnlilt ;  and.  acaio, 
when  they  dealt  with  ihe  net  amoogt 
received  by  the  Euhtijuer,  that  migte 
be  a  fair  teat  for  the  i>urpo*es  at  m%- 
nue,  hut  for  the  purpoae*  of  tciimg  the 
consumption,  it  wobM  Ik  of  very  Utile 
avail.  The  right  hoa.  Oentleman  ont 
apoke  of  the  ioGonaiateiicy  which  had  been 
diiplayed  by  bimielf,  and  by  iboee  «te 
acted  with  him,  with  raapect  to  the  imp^ 
aition  of  a  freah  doty  on  ipinta  in  Irelead. 
When  the  impoat  of  4<1L  a  gntloo  on  ap. 
rita  in  Ireland  waa  propo*rd  in  \MQ,  o^ 
aerved  the  right  hon.  GtnilFman,  Ibc  {**• 
lent  Adroinittration  declared,  that  they 
apprehended  an  injurr  to  the  icrcnae  by 
it*  operation ;  yet,  uat  when  ihey  wen 
able  themtelvei  to  choow  a  ta&  for  the 
reitoratioo  of  the  tinaacc*  of  the  coanln, 
ihey  had  not  only  adopud  a  prindip^ 
which  they  bad  before  candritinedt  Im^ 
that  they  had  alao  carrtetl  that  priaeipii 
further  than  waa  previomlji  contempUla4. 
Now,  he  believed,  that  he  ihuulil  be  aUh 
to  make  a  aatiafactory  rcfily  to  ihi*  oli|ne. 
tJon  of  the  right  hon.  (iiMillemaa.  Re 
found,  that  in  ipite  of  ihr  Dildiliaast  t«i 
impoaed  ou  Iriih  ipiriu  by  the  ngfat  boa. 
Gentleman,  the  conaumpiioD  had  in. 
creaaed ;  therefore,  he  il>oti|;ht  he  ««■ 
juiiilied  in  changing  }»%  opiuiuo,  and  in 
thinking,  that  a  tax  impo>rd  on  ihat  arti- 
cle waa  advantageoui  fur  ihe  trit-mvt, 
without  being  prejndicii  I  lo  ihn  caaae  «f 
morality.  The  right  hoii.  (itnileman  hnJ 
then  proceeded  to  review  tlw  b(id(«i  nf 
(be  previoua  year.  Now.  he  ihoaghc 
that  Ihe  menu  of  that  biidgei  had  faan 
so  completely  diicoiaed,  iiiJ  ihr  oputioA 
of  the  lluuie  leipcctini;  in  menu  ha4 
been  ao  deciitvely  eipreaaed,  thai  lie  in^l 
very  well  have  been  eiciiied  (n>ai  («tar- 
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iD^  at  the  present  time  on  that  qoettion. 
But  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had,  in 
reference  to  this  point,  made  some  state- 
ments which  he  thought  required  a 
reply,  he  would  reply  to  them.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to  a 
fixed  duty  on  corn  as  a  source  of  revenue; 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  if 
h\n  scheme  had  been  adopted,  instead  of 
500,000/.,  which  was  obtained  for  the  re- 
venue from  the  duty  on  foreign  corn, 
900,000/.  would  have  been  realised.  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  know, 
that  in  matters  of  finance  there  was 
considerable  truth  in  the  adage,  that 
two  and  two  do  not  make  kiur.  It 
was  not  certain,  that  if  the  duty  for  the 
past  year  had  been  changed  from  3s.  5(/., 
which  was  the  average,  to  8i.,  as  was  pro- 
posed by  the  late  Administration,  the  con- 
sumption of  corn  would  have  been  in- 
creased. IMt.  Hawet:  But  what  was  the 
price  ?]  He  left  the  question  of  the  price 
to  those  who  maintained,  that  any  duty 
on  corn  had  a  tendency  to  produce 
starvation  of  the  people.  He  maintained, 
that  they  who  increased  the  duty  ren- 
dered themselves  at  all  events  liable  to 
the  charge  of  starving  the  people  in  the 
opinion  of  those  who  had  adopted  the  agi- 
tation and  declamation  which  had  been 
employed  on  this  subject.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  reduced  to  this 
dilemma — either  be  must  acknowledge, 
that  his  scheme  would  not  have  pro- 
duced the  advantage  to  the  revenue 
which  was  pretended,  or  else,  that  the 
consumption  would  have  been  diminished. 
Next,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  touched 
on  the  subject  of  sugar.  While  on  this 
subject  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  re- 
marked, that  tboueh  be  had  fished  in  vain 
for  a  budget  while  on  the  Government 
side  of  the  House,  yet  he  had  been  more 
successful  since  his  withdrawal  from  office. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, that  the  side  of  the  House  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  occupied, 
was  more  propitious  to  the  piscatory  pur- 
suits referred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, than  was  the  side  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  lately  relinquished. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would,  doubt, 
less,  recal  to  mind  a  pretty  convincing 
proof,  that  this  was  the  case.  When  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, proposed  to  raise  700  000/.  by  some 
alterations  in  the  sugar  duties,  it  was  sug- 
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gested  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  from  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House,  that  the  same 
sum  might  be  raised  without  the  introduc- 
tion of  those  changes  which  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  then  proposed.  He  would  state, 
and  without  any  intention  of  praising  those 
from  whom  the  suggestion  emanated,  that 
the  prediction  had  been  verified,  and  that 
the  required  sum  had  been  raised  without 
a  change  in  the  scale  of  duties,  and  with- 
out those  changes  which  would  have  given 
an  encouragement  to  slave-grown  produce. 
But  the  meditations  consequent  on  retire- 
ment from  office  appeared  to  have  been 
useful  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stated,  that  he  bad 
discovered,  that  he  had  originally  been 
under  a  delusion,  and  that  he  ought  to 
have  estimated  the  amount  to  be  raised 
by  the  operation  of  his  own  scheme  at 
1 ,000,000/.,  instead  of  only  700,000/.  It 
was  late,  he  thought,  considering  the 
length  to  which  the  discussions  oo  this 
subject  had  been  carried,  to  find  out,  that 
after  seven  or  eight  months  of  deliberaiton 
his  original  estimate  was  so  far  erroneous. 
He  confessed,  that  if  ha  had  not  well 
known  the  sincerity  of  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman,  he  should  have  been  induced 
to  suppose  firom  the  tardiness  of  this  dis- 
covery, that  a  knowledge  of  subsequent 
events  had  had  some  share  in  producing 
it.  But  the  right  hoo.  Gentleman  should 
have  remembered,  that  the  Members  on 
his  side  of  the  House  had  not  objected  to 
the  proposal  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman exclusively  on  the  ground  of  reve- 
nue. The  main  objection  entertained  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  proposal  was, 
that  by  its  operation,  an  encouragement 
would  t>e  given  to  slave- grown  sugar,  be- 
fore the  insufficiency  of  free  grown  produce 
had  been  shown.  The  noble  Lord  (J. 
Russell)  had  said  that  foreign  sugar  could 
only  be  imported  into  this  country,  if  the 
measure  came  into  operation,  when  colo- 
nial sugar  waa  at  6 Is.  a  cwt.  If  the  noble 
Lord  was  correct  in  his  supposition  let  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  look  to  the  prices 
in  the  market  during  the  period  of  the 
last  year.  During  that  period  he  w^old 
find  that  the  price  of  sugar  had  averaged 
6 If.  Sd»  Consequently  upon  the  hypothesis 
assumed  by  the  noble  Lord  the  foreign 
sugar  could  never  have  been  impori^ 
One  of  these  alternatives,  then,  was  neces- 
sary—either that  our  West  India  colonies 
would  have  been  ruined  by  the  measure, 
2F 
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or  that  the  amoont  would  not  hare  baen 
produced  to  the  revenue  which  the  right 
hoD.  Geoileinan  now  thought  would  have 
beeo  produced  by  the  measure.  But  the 
tight  hon.  OenlleraaD  entered  intocalcula- 
tiona  to  ihow  that  tome  apprehension! 
might  be  eatertained  that  in  the  ensuing 
year  the  supply  of  sugar  fron  free  labour 
would  be  insufficient  for  the  demand  in 
this  country.  With  the  view  of  sup{>ort- 
ing  this  point  the  right  hon.  Genileman 
hadrefened  tolhequantitTofiugarinbond 
last  year,  and  with  thif  he  had  compared 
our  present  lupplie*,  and  the  prospects  of 
further  increase  in  our  Stock.  Consider- 
ing then  the  reaolution,  which  met  the 
general  asaent  of  that  House— for  he 
thought  that  no  one's  opioion  ran  counter 
to  the  principle,  that  provided  the  tupply 
of  our  own  sugar  equalled  our  demand 
encouragement  to  slave -grown  produce 
ought  not  to  he  given, — considering  this, 
he  thought  the  tight  hon.  Genileoian  had 
not  succeeded  in  making  out  the  point  for 
which  he  contended  The  right  hon. 
Genileman  had  alluded  to  the  quantity  of 
sugar  in  bond  last  year,  comparing  it  wilh 
what  wa*  in  bond  at  the  present  time.  As 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  found  that  the 
quantity  at  present  in  bond  was  leaa  ihan 
the  quantity  in  bond  the  tame  time  last 
year,  he  inferred  that  the  consumption  of 
sugar  in  this  country  had  increased  :  and, 
noreover,  that  the  extent  of  the  supplies 
which  might  be  expected  during  the  en- 
suing year  wananted  the  impression  that 
our  demand  would  exceed  llie  tupply.  Me 
would  endeavour  to  demonilra<e  that  theia 
was  no  foundation  for  these  appreheniiona ; 
fiom  the  paper  to  which  the  right  hun. 
Gentleman  bad  referred  it  appeared  that 
at  th>a  period  last  year  there  were  in 
bond  about  35,000  tons.  He  had  made 
some  inquiries,  and  he  bad  ascertained 
that  there  were  at  present  in  bond  in 
London,  Liverpool,  Bristol,  and  Glas- 
gow, upwards  of  2!1,()(X)  tons;  and  look- 
ing tu  all  the  accounts  which  liail  ar- 
rived ftum  both  the  fclasl  and  West  In- 
dieo,  there  could  be  little  doubt  thul  from 
260.000  to  'Jttd.ilUO  tons  miKht  be  expec- 
ted here  during  the  ensuing  year,  (.'on- 
siderin);  that  the  consumption  of  last  yrat 
wa*  only  20.3,1100  torn,  he  thouplii  I'uni- 
•elf  juiti6ed  in  aoticipaling  ihatihe  enure 
supply  would  be  <ully  sufficient  for  all  nur 
demands.  With  respect  to  timbpr,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman   had   satd  that  he 
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from  thia  aonrce  by  ibc  enilioii  of  bia 
measure.  But  men:  wb*  ont  qnestioa 
which  the  tight  hon,  Oentltman  bad  n«vrf 
answered,  vii.,  whathrr  iha  oonrraaiaa 
was  to  be  adopted  winch  had  br«n  npar- 
ted  by  the  Canaditn  Govvrnment,  vt*., 
that  in  the  eveot  of  ihrn^  l*e>ng  a  chawfe 
of  duty  on  Canadiaa  and  Ualitc  timber, 
the  Canadian  mercbanu  should  have  tine 
allowed  tbem  to  dispnie  of  ike  tinber 
which  was  at  that  lime  on  hniMl.  The 
House  were  in  possewion  of  lytrd  Sydns- 
ham's  opinion  that  this  course  ought  to  he 
pursued,  and  the  riglit  hon-  OeatUowe 
ought  to  have  etpliintd  wbatltcr  or  hoI 
be  would  adopt  it  befure  he  took  600,0001. 
to  bis  account.  The  i>sbt  hoo.  Gealt»> 
man  aaid  that  the  tepuit  of  iht  cooBmitla* 
of  1821  had  recomitivn'inJ  the  plan  h* 
intended  to  adopt,  and  on  the  gioniid  tf 
the  similarity  between  hit  o«n  pTajeriaaA 
the  report  of  1821  lie  ttsd  eshrd  iha 
House  to  afrree  to  Im  piopoaal.  Btt 
were  the  two  prpjrrtf  idrntic-al  F  He 
denied  that  ihey  were,  for  by  the  reea^ 
mendation  of  the  report  of  I8S1  tW 
duly  on  Canadian  timlier  was  to  ba  I0*« 
when  the  duty  on  Batiic  limber  was  6Ah 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman'*  plan  sMk 
that  when  the  duty  »u  Baltic:  tiiaber  mm 
aOt;  Canadian  timber  ihnuld  b«  ii 
■t  20i.  The  diffarrnca 
respective  duties  in  the  one  caaa  waa  40»^ 
in  the  other  case  it  was  30i.  Am)  Ae 
efTect  of  the  latter  (cale  would  fas,  ttal 
the  consumption  of  Cunadian  timber  WQald 
be  diminished  by  tii<:  bperalnn  of  iha 
increase  of  duty,  while  the  coBBwn|MM 
of  Baltic  would  not  be  materially  mtimmi 
by  the  trifling  reduction  ra  the  duty.  The 
benefit  would  tbeiefoie  go  to  ite  pn- 
ducar,  and  not  to  ihs  consuDar.  by  the 
scheme  of  the  right  hon.  GentloB^ 
Having  thus  adverted  lu  iha  lapiea  tm- 
braced  in  the  budgii  of  last  year,  he 
thought  ha  might  now  be  allowed  loMVi 
to  the  more  importaiii  i(uruion  for  ihi 
consideration  of  the  Huum  at  ibo  |weMtt 
time— VII.,  how  tlir  llouae  wen  m 
mikc  up  the  deficiency  m  the  accoos*  rf 
the  last  five  years,  ainl  how  ibay  werett 
ii-pair  those  diRerenc^n  in  u  way  whM 
would  lie  Irasi  oppiiMivc  to  tnde  mA 
maiiufartures,  and  must  advmnlagaoH  IB 
the  revenue.  Tlie  tiglit  boo.  Gaottew* 
persisted  lUai  a  lax  U-<ird  on  artidaarf 
general  cousumption  would  be  anoal  afep 
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live  for  their  purpose.  Those  who  tcted 
with  him  thought  it  more  conducive  to  the 
interetCf  of  the  country  to  levy  •  tux  on 
the  accumulated  wealth  of  the  country, 
which  mi^ht  be  a»ccrtaine<lb^  the  amount 
of  income,  rather  than  one  which,  alihou^^h 
it  ati'ected  all  ordert  of  society,  still 
pressiof^  on  articles  which  were  generally 
needttl,  w(»uld  be  felt  more  keenly  by  the 
middle  and  lower  than  by  the  upper  cla*ses 
of  society.  This  was  the  right  hon.  (ien- 
tleman*s  plan,  [** No,  no."]  Why,  the 
right  hoii.  Cicntleman  held  in  his  hand  n 
list  of  the  customs  duties  which  had 
been  taken  oft*,  and  he  wished  to  know 
how  it  was  possible  to  add  to  tlie  cus- 
toms without  aflectiiig  the  interest  of  the 
consumers.  After  havinj;  objected  to  the 
reduction  of  the  customs  duties,  he  neit 
came  to  the  13,000/.,  which  had  been 
taken  otf  the  excise.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
article  of  salt.  The  right  hon.  (tcntlcman 
would  have  ihcm  impose  a  duty  on  salt  with 
the  view  of  remedying  the  emergencies 
of  our  finances.  If  this  duty  were  re-im- 
posed, uo  doubt  the  higher  orders,  and 
those  iKMsessed  of  large  capitals,  would  be 
exempt  from  paying  the  amount  to  the 
State,  which  tlie  tax  proposed  required ; 
yet  would  thia  arrangement  entail  much 
disadvantage  on  our  manufactures,  be- 
sidea  diminishing  the  comforts.  Then, 
again,  lake  candles.  Was  it  expected  to 
re-impose  a  duty  on  them  ?  Who  were 
the  chief  consumers  of  tallow  candles? 
They  were  not  those  who  would  contribute 
princifuilly  to  the  tax  on  incomes,  but 
they  were  chiefly  those  who  were  liable  to 
suffer  by  consecutive  bad  harvests,  who 
sustained  great  misery,  who  were  less  able 
to  bear  the  burdens  of  the  State,  and 
whom,  if  we  were  sincere,  we  ought  to  re- 
lieve of  those  burdens.  Then,  again, 
soap;  and  he  might  go  through  all  the 
articles  of  the  excise,  and  the  objections 
to  one  would  be  found  equally  applicable 
to  all.  Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
impose  the  duty  on  beer?  lie  had  re* 
moved  that  duty  principally  because  be 
wished  to  restore  to  the  lower  orders  that 
beverage,  which  he  believed  was  so  neces- 
sary to  their  health,  their  comfort,  and 
their  strength ;  and  he  should  be  most  un- 
willing (a  feeling  in  which  the  House,  he 
was  sure,  would  sympathise)  to  re-enact 
that  duly.  Yet  this,  among,  otiiers,  had 
tieen  brought  forward  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  as  one  of  iIkmc  taxes  which  he 


would  re-impose  on  articles  of  consump- 
tion necessary  to  the  working  classes. 
The  opinion  of  the  Government,  however, 
was,  that  the  period  had  arrived  when, 
instead  of  ihus  imposing  new  burdens  ou 
the  consumption  of  the  community,  the 
wealth  and  property  of  the  country  should 
be  appealed  to.  What  other  taxes  would 
the  ri;;lit  hon.  Gentleman  consider  as 
available  resources  ?  The  window- tax — 
half  of  which  had  been  repealed  ?  Or  the 
house-tax  ?  Would  not  either  of  these  fall 
heavily  upon  those  very  orders  of  society 
which  it  was  least  desirable  to  burden  ? 
lie  believed,  that  whatever  might  be  the 
feelings  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  0|>- 
|>osite,  the  feeling  of  the  country  was 
strongly  against  the  imposition  or  such 
taxes  as  he  had  alluded  to ;  and  if  the 
(lovernment  were  to  reserve  a  weapon  in 
their  armoury  for  periods  of  difficulty  and 
distress,  when  it  might  be  necessary  to 
call  for  every  possible  exertion,  he  thought 
it  would  be  far  better  to  reserve  those 
taxes  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
suggested,  and  now  to  adopt  that  which  the 
Government  recommended.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  the  Income-tax  ought 
never  to  be  imposed  except  under  the  prea- 
sure  of  war.  What,  however,  was  this  fanci- 
ful distinction,  as  to  war  ?  The  tax  was  not 
imposed  because  they  were  at  war ;  but  be- 
cause they  were  involved  in  difficulty  with 
respect  to  raising  a  revenue,  because  they 
were  involved  in  debt,  and  because  they 
were  bound  to  extricate  themselves  from 
debt.  Had  they  not  been  long  under  the 
pernicious  system  of  borrowing  from  year 
to  year — in  nominal  peace,  but  in  virtual 
war — war  as  to  its  effect  on  the  finances 
of  the  country  ?  Nay,  if  Gentlemen  op- 
posite required  some  actual  hostilities  as 
the  justification  of  an  extraordinary  tax, 
he  would' ask  them  to  look  to  the  East, 
and  remember  the  warfare  in  China  and 
India,  which,  though  in  some  respects  per- 
haps inglorioas  or  unworthy  of  our  arms, 
and  though  in  some  part  attended  with 
disaster,  had  required  great  expenditure, 
and  would  require  the  strongest  financial 
exertions  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  talked 
about  the  injustice  of  the  proposed  tax, 
as  not  pressing  in  the  same  way  on  dif- 
ferent classes.  **  Unjust,  unequal,**  cried 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Why,  this 
was  the  very  language  whicli  he  h^l  seen 
in  the  streets  on  the  placards  of  some 
2F2 
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tow  weekly  p«p«n~"  No  lacoraMaX' 
no  inrqualtiy — no  injuitice."  It  w 
impouible  doi  to  be  leniible  that  ta: 
Blion  must  be  neceuanlj  an  evit. 
wai  impouible,  in  the  present  stale  of 
■ocicly,  to  impose  any  lai,  (so  compli- 
cated and  so  artificial  were  llie  relations 
and  the  interests  or  thecnmmuuity),  with- 
out pressing  with  greater  force  on  one 
class  or  on  another.  Nor  would  he  sav, 
thai  an  income-tax  was  exempt  from  thii 
objection,  applying  ni  it  did  eriually  to  all 
taxes.  }tut  look  at  the  articles  of  taxation 
which  the  riehl  hon.  Gentleman  himseir 
proposed.  How  did  they  operate  ?  Did 
they  press  equally  on  all  claases?  Did 
they  not  press  more  heavily  on  the  lower 
and  the  middle  clasiei,  to  whom  they 
were  necessary  ?  Waa  it  not  in  the  power 
of  the  higher  and  richer  classes  often  to 
relinquiili  articles  which  their  tDrpriors  in 
society  must  consume  ?  Was  it  then  fdir 
lo  lax  equally  articles  necessary  to  one 
class,  luxurious  to  anolher?  The  exctfe 
duties,  for  instance,  appeared  in  some  re- 
spects oppresaife  or  unequal  in  their  ope- 
ration, with  a  considerable  degree  of  do- 
mestic inquisition,  alt  of  which  had  been, 
and  would  be,  chiractertted  at  exceed- 
ingly vexatious.  All  the  eloquence  which 
the  right  hon.  Genllenan  had  used  against 
the  Income-tax  had  been  used  in  former 
timet  by  those  who  had  pointed  out  the 
Excise  duties  as  containing  every  possi- 
ble vice  ;  and  of  this  the  right  hon.  Gfn- 
tlcman  might  be  assured,  that  all  the 
accusations  which  he  had  brought  against 
the  property-tax  would  be  repeated  from 
time  to  time  against  any  tax  that  might 
be  invented,  certain  at  it  must  be  lo  alTcct 
tome  particular  inleretti.  Let  not  the 
Ilouie  suppose,  that  in  bringing  I  hit  niia- 
sure  forward,  as  esst'ritial  to  tlia  interests 
of  the  country,  the  Government  had  i>ot 
been  fully  sensible  of  the  difficulties  utidi  r 
wliich  they  would  have  to  )jbour — h^id 
not  been  quite  aware,  that  when  they 
ttrucic  at  the  incomes  of  the  country  ihey 
■hould  excite  a  feeling  to  a  ronsidurable 
extent  against  the  measure  and  the  Admi- 
niitralion.  Hut  they  knew  enough  of  (he 
patriotism  of  the  country  to  believe,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  feelinj^t  of  indt- 
(tualt,  there  wai  yet  abundantly  sutlicient 
of  reipcct  for  national  honour,  of  afTrction 
for  our  consliiulion,  and  of  detprminiiiiiin 
to  uphold  ir,  to  cuiintrrnci  pnrtinibr  ob-  , 
jrctKnif,  afid  tu  induce  the  [xoplc  ii>  su<-  i 
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feelings  which  would,  he  was  pmamaia$f 
overcome  all  minor  coDiidcrauiMM,  «M^ 
cially  when  regard  was  had  U  t|ia«  fa^ 
provemcntt  which  were  to  be 
the  trading  policy  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  li 
some  of  the  alierttions  in  lbs  tari^ 
iaid,  thut  he  ob*erved  ■  nnnbar  of 
clct  on  which  dutiea  bad 
"  without  principle  ;"  nsj, ' 
with  accompanying  augnieBtatiOB  of  < 
duties;"  and  the  right  hoa.  C  ~* 
had  been  pleued  to  be  jocnlw 
lirat  article  in  the  tariff.  Now,  B 
ciple  which  had  been  anaoanMd 
baiiiof  the  meature  wit,  by  Ibo  __ 
relaxation  of  prohibitory  duiiea,  H 
facilities  for  the  introdnciioD  ol* 
into  thit  connlry,  connected  «i^  th*jH^ 
gress  of  our  man u fact uret,  and  tmOt 
for  intercouTte  with  foreign  tuHm.  Tlni% 
a  distinction  had  been  made  m  fWMT  tf 
our  colonial  poisettioDt.  Tnic,  •  friMk 
pie  had  been  adopted,  (bet  bacooN  9m 
subjects  had  settled  in  distant  pwtaof  Aa 
world,  ettablitbing  coumiinitiea  ^  fi^ 
hapt  empires —calculated  lo  prodoco^  waA 
producing  the  greatest  benefit  to  AA 
mother  conntry,  it  wu  juM,  ibetllhaB 
colonies  should  have,  m  caianee^  if  Ml 
degree,  the  sane  prolectiOD  far  riHk 
commodities  at  we  bad  for  oun  ogihrt 
gn  manufacturet  or  prodnctwaa.  Mir 
did  he  shrink  from  the  aawrtioB  of  ^Mt 
principle.  And  though  he  did  aot  pi^ 
lend  to  say,  that  the  Govenmaat  ftm 
was  perfect  m  all  respects  (what  bwaas^ 
scheme  ever  had  been  or  wogld  bof) 
this  he  did  say,  that  the  princtpWa  oa 
which  it  was  conttrucle^l  wer»  cak» 
d  lo  improve  the  coiidiiKMi  of  am 
fi'llow-subjects,  whether  in  Cnglaad  or 
the  culooiei,  and  lo  advance  owt 
tree  and  our  manufactnret.  Tbo 
n.  Gentleman  had  complniacd 
riely  of  the  particulars 
likely  to  be  oppressive  or  ii 
to  embarriiss  future  fii^goliati 
foreign  stales ;  and  the  riglit  hon, 
lun  had  afTi-cted  a  great  deal  oTi 
leriition  for  the  cork^oit^n,  to  w 
i^iid,  tlie  tneaiure  would  he 
uriout.  When  did  iherighl 
lenian  open  hi«  esrs  to  (lie  < 
iiirh  patties?     Why,  it  wai 
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Af^o,  that  these  cork>cutlrrs  had  cause  to 
complain  bitterly  of  the  ri|;ht  hon.  Geotle- 
man  s  measures,  as  exposing  them  to  lou 
and  injury  by  lowering  the  duties  on  the 
importation  into  the  colonies  of  the  articles 
they  manufactured.     Yes;  they  had  com* 
plamed  only  last  year  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentkman's  measure  afiecting  our  trade 
with  the  colonies ;  and  bitterly  had  they 
complained,  when   the   right   hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  reduced   the  duty  from  ten 
to  seven  and  a  half,  which  they  had  re- 
presented as   likely   to  ruin   their  trade. 
Of  course,    it  would   not   be  supposed, 
that  he  was  expreuing  here  any  opinion 
At  all  on  the  representations  these  parties 
made    with    regard   to  the    Government 
measure*  as  to  which  be  was  soon  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  them,  but  really 
it  would  not  do  for  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman now  to  profess  sympathy  for  the 
men    who  so   recently   had   occasion   to 
complain    as    loudly    of    himself.      The 
right     hon.    Gentleman     had    adverted, 
moreover,  to  tobacco,  the  cultivation  of 
which,  he  said,  had  been  encouraged  in 
our  North  American  colonies.     But  there 
had  been  a  moat  important  petition  from 
the  £ast*lndia  Company,  slating  in  the 
strongest  terms  the  hardship  they  had  sus- 
tained, from  not  being  put  on  a  footing  in 
protection   with   the  inhabitants  of  our 
colonies     in     the    western     hemisphere. 
What  said  the  then  Government?     Did 
they  demur  to  the  proposals  for  equaliza- 
tion ?     No.      They  had    agreed  to  the 
reference  of  the  question  to  a  committee 
presided    over    by    one    of    themselves. 
They  had  then  felt  no  fear  as  to  the  rai>-> 
ing  of  a  protected  interest  in  the   East 
Indies.     They  had  shown  a  disposition  to 
place  the  colonies  in  the  east  on  the  same 
footing  with  those  in  the  west ;  giving  the 
East  Indies  the  means  of  enlarging  re- 
mittance to  this  country.     Now,  tobacco 
was   among  tlie  articles  which,   in   this 
▼cry  petition,  bad   been   included,    and 
it  was  not  forgotten  in  the  report.    The 
rieht  hon.  Gentleman,  the  late  President 
of  the  Board  of  Control,  concurred  in  the 
importance  of  eocoaragiog  the  cultivation 
of  tobacco  in  the  East  Indies;  and  the 
present  Government  had  felt  it  due  to  the 
immense  empire  of  India,  which  had  so 
materially  suffered  in  times  past,  through 
the  superiority  of  oar  manufactures,  to 
reduce  the  tobacco  duty,  to  that  inr* posed 
on  the  western  colonies  of  Brittini  hoping 


hereby  to  encourage  the  growth  of  tobacco 
and  to  induce  the  abandonment  of  that 
opium  traffic,  on  the  part  of  the  East- 
Indian   people,   which    had    already   in- 
volved  us    in    serious   difficulties,     and 
might,  hereafter   involve   us   in  difficul- 
ties yet    more    serious.      He    had    now 
touched  on  most  of  the  topics  which  had 
been  urged  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  had  no  desire  to  trespass  upon  the 
House  with  any  further  allusions  to  parti- 
cular branches  of  the  Government  plan, 
which,  in  common  with  his  Colleagues,  he 
shotild   have    abundant  opportunity    for 
explaining  in  the  committee.     The  House 
in  entering  upon    those    discussions    in 
which  they  were  about  to  embark,  would 
not  forget  the  |x>8ition  of  the  question  as 
it  now  stood,  in  this  preliminary  debate, 
between  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  and 
himself,  that  he  had  been  contending  for 
the  Ministerial  measure,  as  calculated,  bj 
taxing  property,  to  afford   relief  to   the 
lower  classes  from  the  burden  of  the  requi- 
site taxation,  while  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  preceded  him  desired  to 
re-impose  taxes,   which  fell    much    leu 
on    the    rich    than    on    the   poor,    and 
which    were    felt  more   severely  though 
they  were  not  levied  so  directly.     Such  a 
plan  as  that  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  not  fail  of  inflicting  per- 
manent and   serious  evils.     He  and  his 
colleagues  had  laboured  most  anxiously 
to  avoid  having  recourse  to  the  measure 
now  proposed  by  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, knowing  the  opinion  which  would 
be  entertained  against  it,  by  some  por- 
tions   of   tbc   people,   and  the  burdena 
which  it  must  throw  on  many.    But  be 
did  most  sincerely  believe,  that  under  the 
present  circumstances    of   the    country, 
encumbered  with  a  debt  which  must  be 
discharged,  bound  to  maintain  a  receipt 
equal   to  the  expenditure,  equal  to  the 
preservation   of  our  empire  abroad,  and 
our  character  thioughout  the  world,  it  was 
only  by  the  imposition  of  a  tax  affecting 
the  property  of  the  country,  that  it  was 
pouiblc  successfully  to  cope  with  difficul- 
ties so  gigantic.     For  that  reason,  he  had 
joined  in  proposing  this  measure ;  and  he 
trusted,  that  whatever  might  be  the  incon- 
venience, it  must  and  would  occasion  its 
reception  by  the  people  of  this  country, 
would  increase  the  confidence  entertained 
throughout  the  world  in  the  energy  and 
the  stability  of  the  emptroi  founded  on 
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the  d^termintlioii  of  the  higffaer  iiid  the  attempt  to  defend  the  coodiicl  ef  the 
mora  wealthy  among^  its  tubjecls,  in  com- 
mon with  the  middle  and  tlie  lower  classe*, 
to  make  every  lacriHce  for  the  preservation 
of  its  power,  and  in  maintenance  of  its 
honour ;  that  then  the  result  mi^^ht  be 
not  merely  present  relief,  but  that  elevation 
of  the  national  character,  and  that  de- 
monstration of  the  nation's  unanimity 
which  was  the  most  effectual  security 
against  hostile  machinations. 

Viscount  Hfuvk'k*  said,  the  right  hon. 
(tentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  (Mr. 
(icHiIburn)  has  complained  of  the  manner 
in  which  this  discussion  has  been  com- 
menced, and  has  said  tliat  it  mi{(lit  more 
reinilurly  and  more  conveniently  have  been 
deferrc<l  until  wc  had  gone  into  the  com- 
mittee;   in  this   opinion  1   cannot  agree 

with  him  ;  when  wc  arc  in  committe  our 

attention  will  be  more  pru|)erly  directed 

to  the  several  and  distinct  ])arts  of  the 
plan  of  her  MajcHty's  CSoverument.    'Jlie 

|)articular  objections   which  exint   to  au 

Income-tax  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  urged 

when  the  resolution  in  favour  of  that  mea. 

Hurc  is  submitted  to  us,  and  I  bliall  liud  it 

my  duty  to  join  the  hon.  (lentlenian  (»p- 

IMisite,  the  Memlier  for  Scmth  Northuin- 

btTland  (Mr.  licll^  in  renittting  the  re.NoIu- 

tion  for  the  imposition  of  an  ex|N)rt  duty 

upon  coals;  but  before  wc  <!onie  thus  to 

coDMiler  indivi<lually  the  ditlerent  nieahurcs 

which  have  been  pro|M>!4ed  to  uh,  I  omivive 

it   to   lie   Ixith  amvenicnt  and  consistent 

with  the  establihlietl  practice  of  the  House, 

that  wc  bhould  avail  ourselves  t»f  the  op* 

jMirtunity  alTonled   by  the   ipie^tion    that 

)ou  should   leave  the  rhair,   in  unk-r  to 

diMMisH  the  general  efTert  and  (hararter  of 

the  Anancial  meieiures  ret  tan  mended  to  un 

by  the  Government,  when  eon!»ideri*«l  a.s  a 

whole.     The  right  hon.  (leiitleman  next 

pnK*ee<led  to  argue  that  the  nee4.-ft}iity  of 

tin|N>Hing  Ml  bunlensome  a  tax  ns  that  t(» 

which  we  arc  now  cal)(*<l   U|Min  to  .submit, 

has  been  prndiu-etl  by  the  tiiiaiieial  iiiiN- 

munagciiient  of  the  prrcvding  <tovfrnmeiit 

in  ihr  year>  iN'JS.  is.jn,  ;,nd  Is40.     Sir, 

whether    then*  uan  Mirh  mismanagement 

or  not  is  a  <|iieMion  whit  h  I  will  not  now 

ntmlrMi'iid  to  di^iciis^  :  though  I  had  my- 

M'lf  liiiritit:  two  of  those  vear^  the  luMionr 

•if  Ihilding  otfict'.  ami  thoiii;h  I  must  then*- 

ftue   eouMdcr   myself  jmntly    responttihle 

with  the  friends  who  »it  around  me  for 

what  wa«  dimeut  that  tinn*.  I  will  n(»t  now 

*  Fron  a  corrected  repi^rt. 


ministration  to  which  1  then  IwlnngMl  I 
will  abstain  fron  ddng  so,  eoniM  1  tUnk 
the  question  now  belwe  us  b  oa« 
ought  to  bo  considered  without  aay 
ence  to  \wny  interests,  or  the  enaq 
merits  of  the  two  great  pnrtlat 
have  sucoe!«iveIy  hela  thn  reina  of  |^ 
ment.  The  Question  iriifitlier  then  wht 
now  occupy  this  bench  acted  juiUkmlf 
or  otherwise  in  the  nMnageiBeot  ef  Mr 
finances  when  tliey  were  in  offioi^  b  oan  nf 
so  little  moment,  wlien  oonptrid  with 
tliat  which  is  now  before  us,  tnnt  it  €Mhi 
not  to  be  allowed  to  occupy  our  nttaulMS. 
The  question  we  have  now  to  dbcoiS  b 
not  whether  the  roeasuref  of  the  htu 
vernmcnt  were  right  or  wron^  but 
arc  the  best  measures,  with  a  fiew  to  thu 
interest  of  tlic  country,  which 
can  now  adopt.  It  is  to  thu  quegtino, 
to  this  question  only,  that  1  will 
myself.  The  right  Ikw.  Baronet  at  Al 
head  of  the  (Jovernmeut,  in  unfbldi^^  m 
few  nights  ago,  his  plans  to  the  HoMi^ 
eoiidciiine<l  in  the  moat  emphatic  lenm 
the  |Miliey  (»f  persevering  in  any  oouiw  if 
financial  management  which  could  lead  !• 
a  further  nccnmulatioo  of  debt  duiiaw 
peace ;  he  enfon*ed  u|nni  the  Iloaiaa  >■ 
the  i(tn»ngi*st  manner,  the  neoaarity  gf 
adopting  Mieh  measures  as  may  ^  ^ 
prevent  the  public  expenditure  (hm 
a*e<ling  our  income.  In  these  aeot 
of  the  right  hon.  Haronct  I  i 
i-oncnr,  and  I  am  ready  to  content 
HiuTifiiv  uhich  may  really  he  bcobl 
onler  to  tu|»|M»rt  the  hummr  of  the 
try,  ami  to  maintain  the  civil  and  asllitaVf 
estahiiHhnietit^  of  the  state,  without  Hf* 
meiiting  the  public  dclit.  I  adasit  ~dEo 
that  I  do  not  lfN»k  for  any  reductiou  of 
p^e^ent  ei|N*iiditure,  and  if  it  can  be 
that  the  taxes  it  is  nropneed  to  levy 

really    indinpensalilc  in  order  to 

siilfieient  revenue  to  meet  that 
tun*,  I  a:n  nuile  really  to  take  ny 
the  respmHibility  of  voting  for  their 
siiioii.     Hut,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
for  granteil  thut  it  will  be  equally 
that  the  I  louse  c»f  Commons  b  not 
in  im|Mwing  new  burdens  oo  the 
unlc5i.>  their  necessity  can  be  foty 
hhown ;  for  (»ne,  I  should  not  tUak  it 
ftisient  with  my  duty,  uikder  any 
stances,  lea«t  of  all  in  su*      s  tiawof 
m  it  ted  distn*ss  as  the  p:        t,  to 
that   any   additional   weignt  of 
should  be  placed  upon  the      upla 
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uo  he  proved  to  me  tbtU  there  ue  m 
oilier  means  by  which  the  widIi  of  thi 
public  wrTJcc  nay  be  met;  and  I  ihiuJt 
we  are  bound  to  he  more  than  utiullt 
careful,  mid  ercii  Jealous,  in  ln>kiiig  int< 
the  uae  uf  necessity  which  is  laid  bcfori 
ua,  when  tlie  new  las  which  we  arc  callei) 
upiin  Ui  \try  m  one  by  ita  nature  mi  objix- 
liouable,  uiid  io  odious,  as  that  which  La- 
DOW  been  pra|>oeed.  Then,  Sir,  I  a»k  th>' 
House  whether  we  can  coniidcr  the  righi 
bun.  Uarouetut  thehcadorthuCotcrniueni 
lu  hare  thus  cleurly  eatahlUhetl  llie  na 
cevaity  fur  the  very  oacro>ts  tax  lie  intend  > 
to  lery,  after  liateniDv  to  the  statcmcnl  - 
vc  hare  thu  evening  neud  from  tuy  right 
hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for  Portainnuth 
1  (iinreM  it  appeum  to  me,  that  my  right 
hon.  Friend  has  ahown,  that  much  rolghi 
be  done  towards  supplying  the  dcficienci 
iiT  our  revenue,  without  adopting  what  1 
think  ought  to  be  a  la«t  resource,  and  J 
tliink  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  0})|iuBiti 
(Mr.  Goulbum)  liaa  aigoally  failed  in 
■minting  out  ftajcmr  in  the  siatemcDtf 
ke  hail  nude.  The  llouae  will  recollect, 
that  amnng  the  various  sources  wheutx- 
the  public  income  might  be  recruited, 
pointed  out  bv  mv  right  hon.  Friend,  h<. 
mentioned  >  nxcu  duty  upon  com.  Sd 
much  has  lately  been  said  upon  this  topicj 
aud  I  had  myself  only  a  few  night*  ago  aa 
opportunity  of  so  fully  expressing  mj 
opinion  upon  it,  that  I  had  not  meant  now 
to  Bctrert  to  it  at  all ;  but  I  really  cannol 
pass  by  without  some  obaerratioo  the  an- 
swer iif  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,. 
the  Cliancellur  uf  the  Exchci|iier,  to  whut 
1  thought  llic  very  clear  statement  of  my 
right  Run.  FrieGil— that  if  tJie  proposed 
fixed  dutyof  St.  ■  tjuarter  upon  wheat  had 
been  adupted  last  year  by  the  House,  ii 
would  have  produced  1,100,(XX)I.,  instead 
of  only  500,000/.,  and  the  revenue  would 
hare  gained  the  difference,  or  600,0001.  I 
N«v,  what  was  the  answer  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Eichequcr  t  He  (old  ua  that 
ny  right  boo.  Friend  was  quite  mistaken  < 
in  hia  argument,  that  either  the  revenue  < 
be  liad  cslcuhiled  upon  from  the  Si.  duty  | 
would  not  hare  bnn  obtained,  because,  : 
liad  this  duty  been  pavable  the  large  I 
quantity  of  wheat  enterea  at  the  li.  duty 
would  nut  hare  come  io ;  or  else,  he  said, 
if  the  revenue  had  still  been  obtained,  it 
would  hare  been  t  greftt  addition  to  tlie  | 
burdcM  of  the  country.  Surely  when  the 
right  boo.  GantienuB  used  this  arguDient, 
bt  nnut  ban  bam  iawiidlr  bn^iog  at 


the  credulity  of  his  bearers.  The  right 
bon.  Baronet,  «  few  nights  ago,  taunted 
tlie  iippaoenti  of  the  Corn-law  with  the 
wsnt  of  ability  which  has  been  shown 
upon  this  Hide  uf  the  House  during  the 

rrutracted  debates  upon  that  subject;  but 
think  hia  right  h[>n.  Colleague  has  a 
little  too  much  depended  upon  our  dull- 
ucfis  of  comprehension  when  he  ventured 
to  use  a  fallacy  which  I  think  could  hardly 
impose  upon  a  child.  Nn  duubt.  Sir,  it  ia 
very  true,  that  by  raising  the  rate  of  duty 
u[>iin  any  article  uf  coniumption  you  can- 
nut  \a  Keneral  ensure  a  proportional  in- 
crease of  revenue,  because  the  increase  of 
duty  raises  ihe  price,  and  thus  limits  tbs 
cousumptioa  of  the  article  upon  which  it 
is  imposed.  Thin  ii  a  principal  perfcctly 
simple  and  well  understood,  but  how,  let 
mc  ask,  does  it  apply  to  disprove  the  asser- 
tion of  my  right  hon.  Friend,  that  a  fixed 
duty  of  H/.  upon  wlicat  would  produce  a 
much  larger  revenue  than  that  which  is 
received  under  tbo  existing  law?  Would 
the  substitution  of  the  lixed  duty  during 
the  hut  y«tr  have  raised  the  price  of 
wheat  to  the  ooommer,  and  thereby 
limited  the  (juantity  imported  f  I  think 
the  right  bun.  Gentleman  himself  !■ 
hardly  prepared  to  argue  that  it  would  j 
certainly  the  opinion  out  of  doors,  amonnt 
those  bat  aojuainted  with  the  com-tnoe, 
is,  that  if  the  fixed  duty  had  been  im- 
;>uaed  last  year,  the  effvct  of  the  change 
trould  have  been  not  to  ruse  but  to  reduce 
the  pnce.  I  will  not  waste  the  time  of  the 
'louse  by  fighting  over  again  battles 
rhich  have  lieco  uready  foui;ht,  and  by 
attempting  again  to  show  how  this  resuR 
luld  have  been  produced  ;  I  will  content 
myself  with  saying,  that  it  ia  my  firm 
<»n*icti(iD,  that  a  fixed  duty  even  coon- 
licrably  higher  than  8s-  a  quarter  would 
w  less  burdensome  to  the  consumer 
than  tbe  roriable  duties  we  are  about  to 
impose,  and  that  therefore  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  rather  under  than  over  esti- 
mated tbe  additional  revenue  which 
laight  he  realised  from  this  article  of 
torn.*     Thus,   therefore,  no   very   iocon- 

*  A  MroDg  confirtoation  of  tbe  accuracy  of 
his  ilatemeol  may  b«  drawn  from  what  look 
;iUce  lowBidi  itie  elofe  of  IsM  sanmer.  L'pon 
rsftrfiDf  to  Ihe  GntlU  averages  at  ibii  time, 
■A  will  b«  found,  that  for  Mvso  weeks, — 
rsmcly,  from  that  ending  ih«  30th  of  Joly  to 
ilMiOIh  of  September,  tfis  avsrisa  pries  of 
>*bcat  was  72m.  Sd.,  and  evao  this  average 
[«ice,  as  given  ia  the  C—itu  I  have  tintaj 
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viderable  part  of  ilif  deficiency  for  which 
th(!  right  hon.  Birone(  bu  to  provide 
mighl  have  been  met,  nnd  I  would  ask 
thai  ciasi  with  which  I  am  myicir  moit 
closely  Gonneclcd — I  mean  the  laoded  in- 
tereit — whether,  now  that  they  know  llie 
whole  plan  of  the  Gorernroent,  they  have 
any  great  reaon  to  congratulate  thamielvei 
on  it*  adoption  ?  Are  tbey  ouite  con- 
vioced  that  they  hare  done  wiiely  to  inaiit 
upon  retaining  the  "  sliding- icale,"  when 
the   consequence  of  doing  so  is,  that  it 


•hown,  («ee  speech  on  the  Com-iawi,  p. 
12),  to  be  much  below  that  really  paid  by  the 
consumer.  Now,  if  the  importer  had  not  had 
a  motive  to  keep  ihc  Foreign  corn  then  in 
the  c'ountry  in  bond  uolil  llie  aggregate  aver- 
age which  governs  the  duty  had  rijen  Id  the 
point  which  allowed  then  lo  enter  it  Tor  home 
coniamplion  at  the  minimum  duty,  there  can 
be  no  ijnubl  thai  this  corn  would  have  been 
gradually  brought  into  consumption  at  an 
earlier  period,  and  would  thus  have  kept 
down  the  prices  during  these  seven  weeks. 
It  i>  impossible  lo  ascertain  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy,  how  much  the  cost  oF  wheat  was 
thus  enhanced  to  the  consumi:r  al  this  ti 
but  that  it  must  have  been  so  lo  a  very  ci 
demblu  aniounl,  there  is  no  room  lo  doubi.  It 
appears  from  a  slatemcnl  uf  (he  prices  of 
Dintzic,  liigli-miicd  wheat  in  bond  in  London 
given  liy  Mr.  llubbanl,  in  the  appendii  to  hii 
very  ahlE  pamphlet,  tn  favour  of  a  lined  duly, 
that  fiom  the  middle  of  June  till  the  end  of 
July,  the  price  of  bonded  wheal  of  this  de- 
scription rjtiged  frotn  47i.  lo  S7i.  a  quarler- 
it  is  thcefure  ohvious,  lh:il  if  it  tuulJ  llu' 
have  been  entered  at  a  duty  o I  Ki.  or  lOi. 
quarter,  il  inighl  hate  been  sold  with  advanl 
age  at  a  |iric«  much  under  the  very  high  out. 
lo  which  good  wheat  attained  during  the 
month  of  August ;  and  if  llie  duly  payable  or 
wheat  had  been  a  filed  one  of  aboui  ihii 
amouni,  the  importer  would  nol  only  1>av< 
had  no  motive  lor  keeping  back  the  ^lock  he 
held,  when  ftiim  the  ttite  of  ihv  markets  i' 
wat  mnsi  wanted ;  but  he  would  bIm  iiave  Ut 
enalilrd  U<  iiiAc  earlier  ariaii):enienl>  for  the 
itniiurl4liuii  of  corn,  for  reporting  tu  mure  dis- 
Ijiii  iiiarkviH,  so  Ihal  he  would  have  had  a 
Urcei  ."III  J  draper  supply.  From  Ihise  ci.nsi- 
dctalii'm,  ami  luuking  alui  lu  ihe  fact,  that  a 
great  fjll  of  price'  speedily  followed  ihe  libera- 
tion nf  i'iL-1'uiidedcorn  (Ihree  weeks  aUer  Ihe 
Irirgc  entry  uhich  took  place,  when  the  mint- 
niuiiiilii1vbt;camepa]r.ibU':,llieffii:f((c  average 
caiuc  du'wn  lo  i>l(.  •Jd,  It  nidv,  I  Ihiiik,  he  as- 
sumed, Hilliuul  any  ink  of  exccedin);  ihe  trulti, 
that  I  r  ilic  «ven  week*  I  havv  mentioned,  the 
price  of  whejt  muit  hare  turn  itn-.A  lo  the 
cunsu'i.er,  by  ihi-  uprr mon  of  ihe  slidiiii{.scale, 
at  Um>1  Itu.  a  Quarter.  Uui  ihc  cont'implion 
uf  Ihe  I'nilea  hiriffdom  is  rc<.koneil  at 
31,000,000   of  quinen   ■nnuall]',  which   is 


becoaei  neccmry  to       om  iWIi 
tax  ?     U  it   not   pi  >        t  *hl 

come,  at  the  end  oi  i 


ihet 


EtccounU,  and  aea  WiiBt  ihmf 
■t  thnlwM  fi 


bad  to  pay  and  what  thej 

they  may    find  that   th«   **■■! 

hai   been   ralber  ao  ez| 

But.  Sir,  I  am  anra  that  (ha 

practieatly  decided  tha  ant 

I  will  not,  thererore,  avi 

it,  nor  ihonld  I  have  i 

Tor  what  fell  from  tha  right  ho«.  C 


equal  to  a  weekly  cMUonpltea  of  I 
460,000  quarl en.  loihia.bowevBr.isuKl  __ 
the  wheal  used  for  seta  (none  of  whicl^  ml 
coune,  would  be  required  ni  the  Kason  «f  thm 
year  lo  which  I  am  referTiD|),tnd  tha  ordfaaoiT 
consumption  must  aim  have  bevn  a  gowd  daw 
checked  by  the  high  price,  it  will  therafM*  b* 
necessary  to  make  a  large  deduction  frwm  iba 
average  weekly  consumption  of  the  counlr^  *• 
calculating  that  of  Ihi*  period,  I  will  taka 
this  deduction  at  lOO/WO  quarters,  lc«*in( 
3ijO,000  quancrt  at  the  etiimatc  w««kly  ca«> 
sumption,  making  ia  the  iertn  Hrrks  a  tnal 
o(3, 520,000  quarters:  upon 'i)<<'<<,  '•  I  ea«- 
ceive,  Ihc  consumer  paid  an  et.^  :i>  J  price  ol 
at  least  lOi.  a  quarter,  in  coa<i<i'i.  me  of  ilia 
present  stste  of  the  law  -,  that  k  ;  <  i.iy,  a  tmt 
was  rirluxlly  levied    upon   Ih-    Lnur.iry  of  aC 

least  1,250,000/.  without  briafn  i;  iie  idilliE^ 
into  the  Treasury.  For  this  In  ili><>  batil«D- 
some,  but  at  the  same  lime  <iTi;'ri>Jucti*e.  I 
have  contended  that  we  ought  lu  in'iiliiaie  omt 
less  burdensome,  but  whii£  *uul<]  ptodnca  a 
very  considerable  revenue,  and  it  is  ib«  rcbeal 
of  Parliament  lo  take  this  coune  wtucb  bu 
mainly  contnbuied  lo  render  iItc  I»oo««-taa 
necessary.  Unemore  obsemiiun  i>D  the  h«h 
prices  of  last  summer:  were  itTvi  of  tof  ^. 


vuniage  to  (he   farmers,  whik   ilii'y  < 

heavy  a  tax  upon  the  consuei'  ^  '      t   bvin 

you  well  know,  that  iu  genera.      :.    >< -•  -: 

the  rise  took  place  loo  late  to  I 

to  the  firmer  i  from  (he  bMin  > 

up  lo  about  (he  middle  oI  Ji    . 

wheat,  according   to  (he  fiiUn  i -.  ii  i>i    ra^i 

from  a  little    under  IKIs.  (o  to 

quarter, — even  so  lale  a*  ihe  3  :i 

nol  higher  iban  Ii4i.  ltif.,andiE  ' 

lhai   lime  ihat  it  rapidly  ro^'  . 

hardly  olucrvc  that  tha    nun; 

who   had    (hen  any  consider 

wheat  lefl  lo  sell  must  have  t 

and  by  the  time  ihe  new  en 

market  the  price  had  again  seci  I 

etieci  ol  the  sliding-scale  was  iii 

^ular  inHus  of  foreign  wheal  «)<  i  ii  ■*«  aoal 

tianled,  and  to  raise  the  prirei  ii>  an  cati^^ 

vacant  height  when  ihr  famiBH  |,j,'l  nothuif  w 

tell,  and  then  letting  lu         '     I'U  aimmial^ 

1)011  thus  caused  by  di  up  live  ngatai 

stream  lo  deluge  ihe  n  ijt  ai  iba  new. 

crop  nma  to  bt  diip        vi. 


iti-Tut   ots.  a 

ufJolvu  WW 
I  "«ily  aAte 
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man.  Ttie  right  hon.  Genltemtn,  when  |  id  hii  Mntet  can  doubt  thai  it  would 
h«  brought  rorwitd  hit  budget,  Jo  labour-  have  produced  a  verj  coDiidermUe  in- 
ing  to  prove  ibat  we  have  no  other  re-  |  create  of  revenue.  No  one  baa  denied 
■onrce  bnt  thai  of  an  inereaie  of  direct  that  foreign  augar  would  have  cone 
lasalioo,  told  ua  thai  it  wai  in  vain  to  largely  into  consuraptioo  Mjing  a  dulf  of 
look  for  an  inereaie  of  revenue  Trom  a  j  Sfi/.,  and  tbataulgectto  tfaat  dutjit  would 
mere  diminution  of  dutiet.  He  aaid,  that  bave  been  add  at  leaat  aa  cheap  ai  Britiah 
although  it  ii  true  a  great  advantage  fre-  I  >uffar.  What  then  would  have  been  the 
queotlj  ariaei  from  ilie  diminution  of  da-  rcault  f  Upon  every  cwt  of  foreign  augar 
tiei  which  have  been  injodiciouil;  railed  the  Exchrauer  would  have  reoived  12*. 
loo  high,  atill  the  immediate  effect  of  aacb  "lan  than  for  the  nme  tiuantity  of  Britiab 
a  dimmoiion,  even  in  the  caie  of  dutiet  ■(■gar,  while  Rt  the  aame  time,  a  laryv 
which  have  been  eilravaganll;  high,  it  "ipplr  of  tugar  being  brought  into  our 
almcwt  always  aome  Ion  of  income,  the  oiarkeU,  the  pries  would  have  bcCB 
lower  dutiet  maj  be  proportionally  more  lowered  (  thus  the  effect  of  thia  meanrc, 
productive,  bm  it  tcatcely  ever  taippeDt '  •<>  f""  "■  reducing  the  price,  and  tberebf 
that  they  are  tufficiently  to  to  prevent  iocreaaing  the  conwmption,  would  tun 
the  poiiiive  amount  of  revenue  received  ^>^^  '•■»'  ot  a  diminution  of  the  duty ;  but 
fromfallingoirin(helirtlintlance:tome-  ">  n»pect  of  productiveneai  to  the  Ewhe- 
timei  it  it  never  again  recovered.  I  freely  !  1"«'  '»•  «8ect  would  have  been  that,  not 
admit,  that  this  tUtement  of  the  right  "^  ■  reduction,  but  of  an  incrcMe  of  the 
bon.  Baronet  it  perfecily  correct-a  re-  '■te  of  duty  aince  ttii.ig  Ae  whole  quan- 
dnetion  of  mere  revenue  duliea  it  not  a  ^'^  imponed.  British  and  kniga  together 
meana  to  which  we  can  look  for  an  im-  ™  ""?f"  '^"*?.Pr.  '  •  i*"*!"  *~" 
mediate  increate  of   the   public   income,    ^-    Th^  principle  is  precsely  the 


but  1  want  to  know  agaioat 
argument  directed?  It  has  no  bearing 
at  all  upon  the  point  really  at  ittue,  and 
the  right  hon.  Baionet,  in  taking  to  much 
paint  to  ettabliih  it,  hat  only  been  fight- 
ing with  a  shadow.     That  for  which  we 


ith  respect  to  all  our  protecting  duties, 
nor  can  anything  be  clearer  than  that  by 
modifying  them  we  may  improve  the  reve- 
nue :  and  I  would  a*k,  what  is  there  in 
common  between  meaanrea  of  thu  kind 
and  thoae  for  the  reduction  of  dutiee  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  refitTrcd,  In 


III.  ..  '  I  wnicn  uie  niini  aoa, 

<liirc>»>    fron    Ihe  .riucru™  of  duue.,  L.^  ■,^  ^|j   ^  ,^^  „bt.i»d?    It 


however  injudiciouily  high,  which  have 
been  imposed  merely  for  the  take  of  re- 
venue.   There  are  Steal  regulationt  which 


was  very  natural  that  the  reduction  of  the 
dutiet  upon  wine,  upon  tobacco,  upoa 
newsp^ier  stampa,  and  even  upon  coffee. 


bring  no  money  into  the  Eichequer   yet    ^owi^  .drisaWe  upon    other"  trmmda, 
raise  the  price  of   the   articles  W_«»h'eh    j,^„,^i  ^.^^j^  jj  ^^f.^^  fo,  ^  (p^^  ^j 


they  apply  ;  and  it  is  to  a  modificstioi 
of  these  regulationt,  of  these  "  prolec- 
tioni,"  as  they  are  termed,  that  we  have 
contended  that  we  ought  to  look,  in  order 
at  once  to  increase  the  revenue  and  to 
relieve  the  consumer.  Ttw  case  of  augar, 
which  woa  to  much  debated  last  year,  will 
terve  to  illnttnle  what  I  mean.  Foreign 
sugar  is  very  much  cheaper  than  that 
of  the  produce  of  the  British  coloniea, 
but  the  fbnner  is  excluded  from  con- 
sumption in  this  country  by  a  prohibitory 
duty,  while  the  latter  is  admitted  on  the 

Bymeot  of  24i.  a  cwt  Laii  year,  her 
ajetty'i  then  Government  proposed, 
that  foreign  tugar  ahould  be  admitted  for 
home  consumption  on  the  payment  of  a 
duly  of  36i. ;  I  will  not  now  inquire 
whether  this  metnra  waa  a  good  one 
or  not,  bnt  I  will  uk  whethv  uy  mw 


aome  permanently,  a  dimioutioa  in  the 
revenue  realised  from  tbcae  articles,  be* 
caute  in  these  meavures  you  did  not  alter 
at  least,  not  materially,  any  prcviooaly 
existing  "  protecting  "  or  diilereotial  duty. 
But  there  was  one  exception  to  the  rule 
laid  down  by  the  right  boo.  Baronet,  there 
wai  one  reduction  of  doty  amoogat  thoae 
he  mentioned  which  did  produce  an  im- 
mediate increase  of  reveDue— aud  what  waa 
that?  TheezceptioD  waa  with  r^nd  to 
rum,  and  this  exoeptioo  pnvea  the  aoaml- 
neaa  of  the  distinctum  1  nave  dfkwu.  titt 
duty  upon  rum  is  in  the  nature  of  a  pro- 
tecting duty,  it  is  oompanttirelT  ao  moA 
higher  than  the  duty  upon  Britah  ^ibita, 
which,  to  a  great  extent,  cooipete  with  it, 
that  it  canaes  the  latter  to  be  oooaamed 
in  ita  {dace ;  but  by  the  radoctioo  of  tbo 
dotj  npon  nini,  tbi  utifidal  pwfafw 
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giren  to  British  spiriU  wai  diminished, 
heuce  the  immediate  increase  of  the  reve- 
nue iu  coosequencc  of  that  measure,  and 
thus  even  the  cases  mentioned  by  the 
right  hon.  B«ronet»  instead  of  making 
against  the  principle  for  which  we  oontcnd, 
on  the  contrary,  tend  to  establish  it.  Now, 
Sir,  when  it  is  a  question  whether  we  are 
to  impose  a  new  and  most  burdensome  tax 
upon  the  people,  I  must  contend  that, 
before  we  proceed  to  do  so,  we  ought  fairly 
toiry  whether,  by  adopting  the  principle 
of  modifying  our  protecting  duties,  it  may 
not  be  possible  to  obviate  the  necessitv  of 
increased  taxation.  And  in  the  first  place, 
I  am  bound  to  say,  that  I  think  this  prin- 
ciple  ought  to  be  applied  in  the  case  of 
sugar.  I  am  not  arguing  that  the  precise 
measure  of  the  late  Government  ought  to 
be  ad(»iitcd,  all  I  contend  for  is,  that  the 
principle  of  admitting  foreign  sugar  to 
comuete  with  that  pnxluced  iu  our  own 
dominions,  is  one  which  ought  to  be  iu 
some  shape  or  other  admitted.  We  have 
just  been  told  that,  without  any  such  al- 
teration,  the  increase  upon  the  sugar  du- 
ties has  been  as  great  as  that  calculated 
upon  bv  my  right  hon.  Friend,  the  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  J  care  not 
whether  it  has  so  or  not— I  care  not  what 
may  have  been  received ;  whatever  that 
amount  may  be,  it  is  clear  it  would  have 
been  still  larger  if  foreign  sugar,  paying 
50  per  cent,  more  than  our  own,  had  ueen 
allowed  to  come  into  a»nsumptiou  ;  and  I 
take  my  stand  u|niu  the  broud  principle, 
that  if  It  can  be  introduced  into  Uiis  coun« 
try  upon  these  terms,  it  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted. 1  do  not  wish  to  debate  over 
again  the  Question  we  la^t  year  discu.<«sed, 
as  to  whether  the  adiuiMion  of  foreign 
sugar  would  encourage  the  slave- trade,  but 
I  cannot  help  saying  that  1  believe  the 
falUcy  of  tlie  arguments  put  forward  upon 
this  jioiiit  is  uow  pretty  generally  under- 
stood, and  that  the  country  knows  very 
well  what  to  think  of  that  very  sensitive 
fear  of  encouraging  tlie  slave-trade,  which 
was  not  frit  by  the  ^reat  majority  of  those 
who  were  most  active  in  contending  f«>r 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  but  was  most  loudly 
proclaimed  by  the  old  advocates  of  slavery 
and  of  monopoly.  The  delusion  u|mmi  this 
question,  if  it  ever  really  existed,  has  now 
passed  away ;  it  is  therefore  to  be  regret, 
ted,  that  in  the  eagerness  of  fiarty  wurfare , 
the  right  hon.  BartHiet  last  year  selected 
this  as  a  ground  of  attack  upon  the  late 
Ciovernmviit,  and  is  consequently  now  pre* 


eluded,  by  m  Mard  lor  < 
availing  nimselt  of  the 
which  an  alteration  uie  NWtf 
would  have  afibrded,  and  of  wliidi  I 
he  must  wish  that  he  couM  take 
tage.  The  next  point  lo  which  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  tin  Hsmm.  U 
the  change  it  is  proposed  lo  makn  is  fkm 
duties  uoon  cofte.  The  riflilhoa.JhH 
ronet  tola  us,  that  in  conwqnenfle  ef  ihie 
change,  he  calcuhOed  upon  a  len  iff 
1 70,000/.,  but  that  he  expected  it  U  mm 
of  great  advantage  to  the  oonsuBMT.  ten 
by  no  means  insensible  to  the  mifaatae 
of  affording  to  the  peo|ile  a  cbeepsr  awb 
of  so  important  an  article  as  coae%  «■■  I 
am  glad  to  find  that,  in  spite  of  the  <~ 
of  encouraging  slavery,  the  r^t 
Baronet  is  not  afraid  to  fccilitale  the 
portation  of  foreign  oofibe,  though  I 
lieve  no  very  small  aiuntitr  of 
grown  coffee  will  pronably  be  \m^ 
from  Brazil  and  from  Cuba.  But»* 
ever  great  the  advantage  of  ohtalriM  a 
clicMD  supply  of  coffee,  I  mmt  mj  net 
I  think  170,000/.  is  a  Urge  aanMt 
of  revenue  to  sacrifice  at  a  time  whea  ana 
are  considcrini;  whether  it  nay  aal  ta 
possible  to  avoid  imposing  so  beaTj  a  bar* 
den  as  the  Income-tax,  and  we  m^ghl  la 
recollect,  that  a  few  such  IteaM  an  tUe 
saved  in  the  budget  of  the  right 
ronet,  would  go  far  towards  avertiig 
necessity  of  that  most  odioot 
Keeping  thin  iu  mind,  I  cannot  eppnva  ef 
the  manner  in  which  the  right  boa.  F 
net  proposes  to  deal  with  the  dntiee 
cofive.  He  intends  (the  Ilou«e  will^ 
lect)  to  reduce  the  duty  npoa 
(^flee  from  Gr/.  to  Ad,  per  la,  aad 
Ufion  foreign  to  8f/. ;  that  is  to  sej»  be 
tends  to  maintain  a  protectioa ;  ia 
words,  a  tax  upon  the  people  of  due 
try  in  favour  of  the  colonies  of  ne  ^ 
100  per  cent.  I  cannot  see  the  pelicj  ar 
the  justice  of  this  proceeding,  *  - 
opinion,  it  would  have  been  a  i 
aairse  to  have  maintained  the  datj 
British  cofiee,  for  the  nreseat  nl  keek 
its  aiitual  amount,  ana  to  hare  waim 
other  change  in  Um  law  but  that  ef 
mitting  foreign  coffee  at  the  daty  of  9ril^ 
with(»ut  re(|uiriug  it  to  be  shipped  tmm  a 
Britisli  possession  within  the  umile  ef 
Hast  Ic4lia  (  ompany's  charter.  At 
wnt  the  House  is  aware,  *^**  '-weM 
is  only  admitted  at  a  duiy  fd  9dL 
thus  brought  to  this  itry ;  the 
quence  is,  that  the  Biwil 
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of  Hftiti  is  Milt  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
there  landed,  and  then  again  shipped  for 
this  country.  The  effect  of  tlie  cluioge  I 
hare  ventured  to  recommeod  would  be, 
that  the  absurd  waste  of  cxficnse  in  makinff 
two  voyages,  and  in  twice  shipping  and 
unloading  the  cargf>,  would  be  saved,  and 
foreign  coffee  brought  direct  from  the 
countries  where  it  is  grown,  would  be  ad- 
missible on  the  paynicnt  of  a  duty  50  per 
cent,  higher  than  that  on  the  produce  of 
British  possessions,  the  result  would  be, 
that  the  consumer  would  have  a  more 
abundant  and  a  cheafier  supply  than  at 
present,  while  the  revenue,  instead  of  loa- 
mg  170,000/.,  would  GcrtaiDly  be  increased, 
and  probably  io  a  few  years  to  oo  w^rj 
small  amount.  Perhaps  it  may  be  said,  that 
1 70,0CX)/.  is,  af^  all,  oo  such  very  large 
sum ;  but  I  repeat,  it  is  only  one  item  in 
the  budget,  and  whcu  we  are  trying  to 
find  the  means  of  dispensing  with  an  In- 
come-tax,  these  apparently  trifling  matters 
are  not  unwoKhy  of  our  eonsuleratioo. 
On  the  article  of  timber,  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  involves,  as  we  are  told,  a 
loss  of  revenue  of  G00,000/. ;  to  this  again 
I  must  object,  but  the  subject  is  so  exten- 
sive, there  are  so  many  circumstances  to 
which  it  would  be  necessary  to  advert  in 
(*f»nsidcring  how  we  ought  to  deal  with 
the  timber  duties,  that,  upon  this  point,  I 
will  merely  say  that  the  proposal  which 
has  been  made  seems  to  me  to  be  one 
which  would  be  attended  with  a  needless 
and  gratuitous  waste  of  the  public  re- 
sources. Passing  from  this  part  of  the 
subject,  and  turning  to  a  consideration  of 
the  new  tariflT  pronoscd  by  her  Mi^jesty's 
Cfovemment,  I  feel  bound  to  say,  that  I 
fully  occur  in  the  opinion  expreasod  ro- 
specting  it  by  my  right  hoo.  FHeod  the 
Member  for  Portsmouth;  like  him,  I 
heard  with  great  deliffht  the  liberal  senti- 
nients  expressed  by  the  first  Minister  of 
tlie  Crown,  io  his  speech  the  other  night, 
oo  the  subject  of  commercial  policy;  but 
when  I  came  to  look  through  the  scale  of 
duties  proposed,  I  could  not  but  feel  griev- 
ously dtsanpointed.  While  I  admit  that 
the  right  Doo.  Barooet  has  promised  us 
some  lettable  renissioat  of  dutiea,  I  think 
hon.  Members  must  have  seen,  if  they  havo 
carefully  examined  tho  proposal  submittad 
to  us,  that  he  has  at  the  same  time  itttroduo* 
ed  a  priodpal  into  hit  floaacid  plan  of  the 
most  objectiooable  iiatvrs.  The  principal 
to  which  I  object  is  that  which  pervades 
the  whole  tanir»  of  iocrststof  old  bomities 


where  they  exist ;  where  they  do  not,  of 
creating  new  bounties  in  favour  of  the 
produce  of  our  colonies.  This  is  m  course, 
as  I  believe,  little  for  the  advantage  of  the 
a)lonist,  but  seriously  detrimental  to  the 
nation  at  large.  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
soundest  policy  is  to  establish  no  monopoly 
either  in  favour  of  tlie  mother  country  or 
of  the  colonics,  and  that  we  should  give 
the  latter  the  power  of  buving  what  they 
want  wherever  they  cao  obtain  it  at  tlie 
cheapest  rate,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  should  not  have  the  power  of  tiixiog 
this  country,  for  it  is  obvious  that  the  real 
effect  of  differential  duties  in  favour  of  co- 
lonial produce,  is  to  impose  m  tax  upon  the 
British  consumer,  to  compel  him  to  bay  a 
dearer  or  a  worse  article  than  he  couM 
otherwise  obtain.  The  right  hoo.  Geo* 
tleman  thinks  that  a  very  di£fi»^eot  policy 
is  the  right  ooe,  aod  has  told  the  House— 
if  1  have  correct  I  v  taken  down  his  words -« 
that  the  **  prinaple  of  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vemmcnt  with  resficct  to  the  oolooica  is 
that  of  giviog  to  oiur  feUow-subjects  who 
inhabit  Uiose  colooies  the  same  advantages 
in  essence  though  oot  in  degree  as  our* 
selves."  Now,  if  it  were  poosible  to  estab* 
Itsh  a  complete  equalitv  off  taxatioo,  aod  a 
perfect  freedom  off  traoe  between  the  colo- 
oies aod  this  couotry,  like  that  which 
exists  between  Irehmd  aod  Great  Britaio, 
aod  to  let  the  colonies  shavs  our  burdens 
on  the  one  hand,  and  have  ao  entirely 
free-trade  with  us  oo  the  other,  thb  would 
be  a  wise  course  to  pursue.  But  the  right 
hon.  ( tentleman  is  aware  that  this  is  not 
possible,  there  are  physical  aod  natural 
obstacles  to  such  a  course  which  are  ia* 
surmouotable ;  the  oolooies  caooot  be  io- 
duded  in  the  same  reveoue  system  as 
ourselves;  aod  as  a  great  part  of  our 
rereoue  is  derived  from  duties  upoo  articles 
imported  from  foreigo  couotries,  which  are 
also  produced  io  our  colonies,  if  we  give  to 
the  latter  the  power  of  sending  here  these 
articles  at  lower  rates  of  duty  Umo  aiacharg* 
ed  00  the  similar  produce  of  other  statM, 
this  has  the  effixt,  in  the  first  instaaoe,  of 
uoncoessarily  taxing  the  pcopleof  this  oo«a- 
try  and  next  of  iojuriog  the  colooies  theoK 
selves  by  divertiog  their  eottrprise  aad 
capital  from  their  natural  chaoDOsi,  and  by 
creatiog  great  iotereats  in  trades  only 
bolsterdl  up  by  artificial  neoat  and  bf 
moDopoly.  Such  b  the  policy  naamf 
mended 'by  the  right  hon.  Geatfaama* 
The  policy  which  I,  oo  the  coatrarv,  dmO 
ever  advocatai  is  that  of  dilipg  fciiiy  belli 
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with  this  cooDtry  and  with  the  coloniet, 
1^  allflwiog  free-tnde  od  th«r  lide,  and 
not  giring  them  my  tdnotagnt  ben  of 
Ibe  UDd  propowd.  I  am  pernctlj  unn 
thai  the  oppoMte  ■yitein  has  been  too  long 
in  force  to  expect  an  imoMdiate  chaoge ; 
uoder  the  oppoaite  lyatem  iotereat*  hare 
grown  up,  ana  faabita  hare  been  formed 
which  it  would  not  be  expedient  at  once 
to  disturb.  I  nerer  faiTe  bren  an  adrocate 
for  aiiddea  and  riolent  diaogea,  and  there- 
fore I  do  not  call  upon  the  House  at  uoce 
to  sweep  awaj  all   theae  differential   and 

iirotectire  duties  ;  but  what  I  do  iwntend 
or — and  I  thiali  the  Houk  and  the 
country  will  concur  with  me  in  belieriog 
it  to  be  the  correct  policy—  is  thia,  that 
when  we  are  about  to  aeal  with  theae  duties 
when  we  are  going  to  make  changes  in 
them,  all  theie  changes  ahould  be  in  the 
right  direction,  and  should  lead  us  nearer 
to,  not  further  from,  the  adoption  of  sound 

Sriuciples.  When  ve  are  dealing  with 
iSerential  dutiea,  we  should  endeavour 
to  mitigate  and  not  to  increase  them  ;  aod 
when  we  liud  no  differential  duties  in 
eziitence,  we  should  be  most  cautious  not 
to  establish  them.  But  is  that  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  has  constructed  his  scale  f  No ; 
precisely  the  opitosite.  The  principle  of 
the  rignt  boa.  Gentleman  is  to  increase 
protection  where  it  now  exists  and  to 
create  it  where  it  has  hitherto  been  un- 
known. My  right  hoD.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Portsmouth  has  iiointed  out  many 
cases  in  which  such  new  protections  are  to 
he  establiihed  ;  aome  of  these,  fur  instance 
those  gircn  to  colonial  asses  and  V^a  de 
Cologne,  will  it  in  true,  as  he  hasobaerrcd, 
hare  no  practical  efTeci,  and  they  are  to  be 
caodemned  only  because  they  are  abeurdi- 
ties  in  legislation  and  because  they  recog- 
nise a  vicious  principle;  b«it  there  are 
some  of  the  new  diffcreoiial  duties  which 
will  be  productive  nf  much  niorv  serioua 
tvil  and  will  hare  a  most  injurious  ettiKt 
upon  our  revenue  and  upon  the  British 
consumer.  By  far  the  most  important 
of  these  cases  la  that  of  tobacco,  adverted 
to  by  ny  risht  hon.  Friend,  and  1  Leg 
moat  particuUrly  to  call  the  Httentioo  uf 
the  House  to  the  lacu  Ivariiig  upon  the 
proposed  change  in  the  tobacco  duties,  and 
to  the  answer  which  hai  just  been  made 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  lolhe 
argument  upon  this  point  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend.  At  present  the  duty  pavabte 
upoD  tobacco,  the  produce  vf  our  Sorth 


American  or  Weat 
9if.  per  lb.;  tb- 
cnuntries  and  of 


nlooie*  is  3*. 

F  all  foreign 
Bulgaci  tn  a 
duty  of  S«.  The  proposed  changn  wbbU 
extend  to  East  iDoihD  tolncco.  tin  mmm 
advantage  in  tha  nte  duty  now  Vfuar^ 
by  the  tobaeoo  of  Ike  West  Indies  UM  af 
North  America,  tba  plausible  ortnitMl  wpaa 
which  we  ara  asked  to  make  uiis  duum, 
being  that  we  ought  tv  do  awav  with  ■»• 
ridioua  distioctiou  bi^twccn  differeDl  parts 
of  the  British  domintim*.  But  b  pdnt  >d 
fact,  the  advantage  nuw  cujuycd  by  oar 
colonies  in  America,  i^  ^together  nugnUwy 
and  the  whole  of  our  mipplioa  of  lolaooi 
are  now  drawn  from  fureigo  couDlnea,  aai 
mainly,  as  the  HoWi-  ii  awue,  fran  tW 
United  Sutee ;  1  find  by  the  paper  wUch 
the  right  ban.  Baronet  has  laid  Upon  ikm 
Table  of  the  House,  that  the  amoiint  ti 
duty  received  in  the  year  1840,  uposi  t^ 
bacco  the  produce  or  British  poaasMsaa* 
was  "none,"  while  ihc  duty  oo  fanagm 
tobacco  amounted  ti'  S,49HM'2l  Now, 
under  these  circumsl  ancc*  iheefiictof  ths 
measure  proposed  by  the  ri^^hi  boa.  Bn^ 
net,  will  be  for  the  sake  of  getting  rid  af  a 
merely  oonioal  ini^piuliiy  betweaa  tW 
East  and  West  Indi<i,  to  gire  to  EmI 
Indian  tiilnniiiiisili  iiiiij[i  iii  ^iiii  lim 
tobacco  of  .W.  ner  lU  -,  but  3i/.  per  Ua.  (s 
equal  to  the  fiill  valur  iif  tobnocf^  talri^ 
tbeaverageof  different  iiualiti  ''  ' 
we  shall  give  to  £a*t  ladiai 
advantage  equal  to  1<KI  gicrr  rrnt.  upoD  tk* 
original  value  of  the  anidc.  And  wl«t 
will  be  the  consequciic-c  f  Why  if  E^ 
lodian  tobacco  can  Ik  bmught  iota  tJyt 
country  at  a  cost  numEihing  leas  tka 
double  the  coat  of  Aniuiatn  tvbaeoowaar 
whole  supply  of  tobaco)  will  be  dtsn 
from  India  instead  of  ftiiiii  Amrrien,  mv 
trade  with  the  United  Stam  will  b 
greatly  injured,  and  tlicv  will  oo  donfcl, 
impose  retaliatory  iliiii--*  ii|h<o  ih«  in- 
portatioo  of  British  ninimrairlures;  Int 
ihis  is  not  all,  our  nunur  would  Mifc 
no  less  than  our  tndL*,  without  giring  ifca 
slightest  advantage  <>  'ht  cMMUseri  ar 
any  discouragement  tn  the  tmmggjttn 
without  rendering  <<>Iisccd  tjicaper,  m 
benelitting  any  one  lut  ilir  spccuhufi  is 
Indian  tobacco,  wc  h)>»uM  rrukc  a  (naft 
reduction  in  the  ameiint  uf  duty  pwid  "pe* 
an  article  which  now  vi<-Id«  a  tvrtaga  af 
three  millions  and  a  iiail.  I  if  i-iiunw.  I  it 
not  mean  to  sav  that  thia  :  ilt  will  kttm» 
immediately  man  ihtr  aui  uiun  of  dv 
'ill  Bacmurily   i  '       ' 
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extend  the  coltiTation  of  tobacco  io  India, 
but  if,  as  I  have  said,  it  can  be  produced 
there  so  at  to  cost  here  a  very  httle  lets 
than  double  as  much  as  AmertcaD  tobacco, 
it  muAt  by  degrees  drive  the  latter  out  of 
our  inarkt't,  the  American  supply  will 
gradually  fall  oflf  and  that  from  Inaia  will 
gradually  increase,  and  in  the  end  we 
shall  (ini)  that  the  public  will  have  to  pay 
the  same  price  as  before,  nothing  will  be 
gained  by  the  consumer,  while  at  the  name 
time  the  Treasury  will  receive  only  2*.  9d. 
instead  of  3/.  on  every  pound  of  tobacco, 
that  is  to  say,  we  shall  have  made  a 
reduction  of  8  per  cent,  in  one  of 
our  most  productive  tourcet  of  revenue 
without  obtaining  any  one  of  those 
compensating  advantages  to  which  we 
usually  look  from  a  diminution  of  taxHtion. 
Perhaps  when  this  result  becomes  apparent 
we  may  wish  to  retrace  our  steps,  but  if 
we  attempt  to  do  so  we  shall  immediately  be 
met  with  the  cry  of  "  vetted  interetU  ;'*  we 
dhall  be  told  that  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
faith,  that  land  hut  been  brought  into  cul- 
tivation, and  capital  invested  upon  confi- 
dence in  an  act  of  Parliament ;  as  usual,  we 
shall  find  the  interests  of  monopoly  more 
powerful  than  thoie  of  the  public,  and  we 
shall  be  permaneDtly  saddled  with  a  new 
tax,  disguised  under  the  name  of  protec- 
tion. And  I  am  reminded,  that  while  we 
mdke  this  wanton  sacrifice  of  revenue  for 
the  benefit  of  India,  with  wonderful  consist- 
ency, in  order  to  maintain  this  very  same 
source  of  revenue  we  have  prohibited  the 
cultivation  of  tobacco  in  this  country  ;  it  is 
only  a  very  few  years  since  we  most  properly 
paned  an  act  to  put  a  stop  to  the  cultivs- 
tion  of  tobacco  in  Ireland,  because  we  per- 
ceived, that  if  it  were  permitted  to  con- 
tinue it  would  occasion  a  heavy  lots  to  the 
Treasury  without  advantage  to  the  con- 
sumer. But  what  is  the  answer  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  to  these 
reasons,  conclusive  as  they  seem  to  me 
asainst  ihe  proposHl  submitted  to  us? 
Why,  Sir,  he  lustifies  the  course  he  pro- 
poses to  take  by  the  example  of  the  late 
Government ;  he  says,  the  late  Govern- 
ment referred  to  •  committee  of  this 
House,  the  question  of  equaliting  the 
duties  upon  the  Eatt  and  West  Indian 
produce,  and  upon  the  recommendation  of 
that  committee  did  equalise  the  duties 
upon  sugar,  and  upon  rum.  No  doubt 
they  did,  but  are  the  cases  in  the  slightest 
degree  parallel  ?  Is  it  not  notorious, 
that  the  duties  upon  foreign  sugar,  and 


foreign  rum  are  so  nearly  prohibitory,  thai 
at  that  time  none  of  either  were  oooaamed 
in  this  country,  our  whole  supply  was 
drawn  from  our  own  possessions,  so  that 
in  these  cases  there  was  •  real  inequality 
to  be  corrected,  while  there  was  bo  loss  of 
revenue  to  be  apprehended  from  doing  ao, 
and  the  consumer  gained  from  the  exten- 
sion of  the  field  whence  a  aupply  could  be 
drawn.  But  further,  does  not  the  rixht 
hon.  Gentleman  perfectly  well  know,  that 
the  late  Government  was  repeatedly  and 
strongly  urged  to  make  the  very  conces- 
sion to  £ast  Indian  tobacco,  which  is  now 
to  be  granted,  and  that  they  steadily  and 
constantly  refused  for  the  rery  ressons 
that  I  have  now  stated.  Even  before  I 
had  myself  ceased  to  have  the  honour  of 
belonging  to  that  Government,  I  know 
that  such  had  been  its  dedsion,  and  it 
continued  afU'rwards  to  adhere  to  the 
same  policy.  Tobacco,  though  by  far 
the  most  important,  is  by  no  means  the 
only  article  up<»n  which  the  revenue  would 
be  subjected  to  loss  by  the  establishment 
of  new  differential  duties  in  favour  of  the 
colonies,  the  same  principle  is  applied  to 
the  articles  of  tallow,  cheese  and  butter^ 
which  together  yield  no  incooaiderable  re* 
venue.  Cheese  and  butter  produced  above 
375,000^,  in  1840.  There  is  now  no  pro. 
tection  whatever  in  fiivour  of  our  ooloniefl 
on  these  articles^  but  the  right  hoo. 
Baronet  proposes,  that  in  future  produce 
of  this  description  from  our  colonies  should 
be  reduced  to  half  the  rate  of  duty  levied 
upon  the  same  articles  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  that  is  to  say,  he  proposes  to  es- 
tablish an  entirely  new  monopoly.  The 
duty  upon  colonial  tallow  is  now  li.,  that 
upon  foreign  Zt.  2d.  a  cwt. ;  the  net  amount 
of  duty  received  in  1840,  upon  foreign  tal- 
low, was  184,2022.,  a  larger  sum  than  we 
ought  rashly  to  risk  the  loss  of  to  the 
revenue.  But  it  is  obrioos,  that  we 
cannot,  without  danger  to  the  revenue, 
meddle  with  the  existing  rates  of  duty, 
because  I  find  that  there  m  now  tome  colo- 
nial tallow  imported,  the  suns  of  811. 
baring  been  received  under  that  bead. 
Why  then  make  ao  great  a  change  as  to 
reduce  the  duty  upon  the  coloniiu  article 
to  Sd,  leaving  that  upon  the  foreign  tal- 
low at  its  present  rate  of  3#.  3if.,  or  nearly 
thirteen  times  as  much.  Sir*  I  will  not 
proceed  to  multiply,  as  I  easily  might, 
examples  of  the  same  kind  from  the  paper 
I  hold  in  my  hand ;  I  think  I  have  suffi- 
ciently shown,  that  I  was  right  in  aseert- 
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raduce  didWtntial   or        •■■Nb  4Mk« 
vhich  Tould  at  obob  i  it  fi  fMb 

iDcome,  uid  tend  to  ikscHMMMh 

Until  we  ban  d«M  vhtt  «■  ■■  «i  Ifr 
cretM  the  rercDus  in  tliu  tmam&i,  Ittfai^ 
thu  upoQ  »ei]r  priadpk  of  jartta^  MiAflf 
piod  policjr,  nought  to  mulAalHfMli 
tioa  of  anj  new  burden^  aid  motm  vp^ 
uully  tliat  of  a  tax  in  itit  tttt  mtmv  ^m 
eiceedinglr  odioiu  m  tk;it  |inipu<cU  to  aa.  ^ 
The  ri|iht  tioa.  QentleaDin  HotnuiJ  anaMiM 
to  milte  out  that  thii  wiiuUI  iv-i  lie  mi  n-ry 
Itanh  and  odioui  a  tax  ai,  up  ooiuiikf  it, 
HDtl  be  told  ua,  that  afUr  nil,  it  vouid  Ul 
pTtncifwlly  upod  prapcrty,  Rod  aaUd  wW 
thcr,  instead  of  it,  wo  abiiuld  wUb  to  rrvi** 
the  bouK-taa,  or  iocrea»c  the  <riiidew-us, 
whicli,  he  ubarrrod,  would  fall  man  mnntf 
U|MiD  penoni  in  tiada,  aiij  of  iimm1m«M  m- 
cumee  than  upon  the  rich.  If  tkk  i*  a 
valid  objection  to  the  bou-*'  n 
tax,  doea  it  noiapiilj  "  L 
force  to  the  locooie-tai 
bow  hardly  this  will  o()ei  ' 
When,  fur  inttanoe,  tb 


!nK  that  this  new  tariff,  of  which  we  were 
led  to  hope  ao  much  from  the  apeech  of 
the  right  hoo.  Baronet,  ii  not  founded  upon 
priociplee  of  whicli  the  House  ought  to 
appnive,  that  it  doea,  bi  I  hare  iJreadv 
■tatnl,  incrcasQ  many  rannopoIicM  which 
now  cKiit,  and  eatahliah  other*  from  which 
we  are  at  jircwnt  free,  and  I  must  re|ioat, 
that  the  Houm  cannot  jiidgo  of  the  re^il 
importooce  of  these  changes,  and  of  the 
c*il  which  will  ultimately  result  from 
tlicm,  from  the  effect  which  thej  are  cal- 
culated immediately  to  produccj  a  trade 
to  which  you  giro  a  protection  may  very 
apccilily  rite  into  cooaiderable  importance, 
and  when  il  baa  once  done  m>,  however 
wrinua  the  lots,  ihe  protection  you  have 
granted  is  not  eeiify  withdrawn,  you 
■hmild,  therefore,  bcwara  how  you  in  tbo 
first  instance,  nuric  uu  trades  which  exist 
only  by  arlificial  rcgulationi.  Sir,  I  hare 
stated  thus  at  length  tlic  ubjcctioDB 
whih  1  feel  to  ports  of  the  tariff  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  because  I  agree 
with  him  in  thinkiog,  tliat  iho  finsucial 
measures  of  the  Government  must  be 
considered  as  a  whole,  and  because  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  by  carryins  farther  tlian 
he  hu  proposed  the  principle  of  relaxing 
the  present  restrictions  upon  trade,  bcr 
Majesty's  Gorernrocut  might  raise  a 
very  large  portion  at  least  of  the  aildl- 
tiuoal  revenue  which  is  required  fur 
the  public  Mr*ic«  without  any  addi- 
tion to  the  public  burdens )  and  here  1 
cannot  help  remarking,  that  nothing  can 
be  more  incorrect  tliau  the  statement  of 
ilie  right  hun.  <icntlemin  who  spoke  Ihsi, 
thni  the  question  uii  H-hich  the  two  sides 
or  tt<e  lIuuK  now  differ  is,  whether  we 
are  to  tu  properly,  but  at  the  same  time 
to  relieve  commerce  aiid  industry;  or  whe' 
tht-r  iiistcMl  of  tliiH,  we  are  to  impuac  taxes 
which  would  prean  lew  mVLTely  than  those 
pri>|HMiNl  liy  thtrfiuvernmcnt  iin  tho<e  ranlis 
of  Kiciety  to  which  we  imrMilres  belong, 
but  wiiuld  fall  heavily  on  the  ranks  baluw 
us.  I  utterly  deny  this  tn  be  anything 
like  a  ci-rrfct  ntaU-itieut  of  llw  diffureiire 
Iwtwfcii  UK  ;  lite  grounds  ixi  which  I  cbji-ct 
10  the  pidicy  iiT  the  (Invrruuient  arc  of  a 
tiiially  different  character,  I  agree  with 
the  right  Imio.  Ikiniuet,  that  we  are  Imuitil 
to  take  such  iiica:iiires  for  ubtainiiig  the 
iicixHwuy  iiicn:iM-  of  tlie  ri-vcouu  an  to 
aruiil  (asfaru*  il  !h  prvciii-abh-)  to  do  so, 
any  iiiciViivil  |)n-wure  upiiii  ihe  iiidu»try 
iif  iIh-  ••Hiutry  i  Uil  I  iiHiteiiil,  (hat  with 
this  view,  <iur  dnt  «trp  iiught   tu  U  to 
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incume,  out  of  which  ther  luvo  gmanBy 
to  make  aomo  proviaiou  fur  thrir  tmAfc 
I  mention  this  class  uirrc  rarticulMi|w 
because,  in  ODnaequeiiei  uf  tlio  sitwMia 
which  I  fomcrlv  held,  U:iier«  h«vw  kaa 
addresBcil  to  me  bf  sevsrnl  udcan  oa  hA 
po^,  poiotinc  out  the  cruel  eftect  wUb 
this  tax  will  hava  upno  them.  ]  «jS 
trouble  the  House  with  Uil  a  siagte  «^ 
ample ;  one  gentlenan  Iim  written  to  na, 
who,  at  the  early  age  of  iwentT-tht««^  wm 
corapetleil  to  leave  her  Msjestjr'a  aovriw 
by  a  severe  wound  rccMvrd  In  Ktiun,  kf 
which  he  was  cntirti/  incapscitatnd  tm 
uny  other  empioymeat.  He,  of  nw^ 
receiveil  a  pension  tar  hii  wnuad  ■■■ 
which,  and  nis  balf-paj,  be  has  mb^  bssa 
living,  these  arc  his  only  iucnne  and  wiB 
be  lost  to  his  fanilv  at  tiii  dmh.  Nmt, 
the  pension  and  hal^pa}  tu^tlier,  of  tkit 
officer  amount  to  153/.  fc.jear;  hr,  tWi»> 
furc,  will  L-iime  just  within  the  MUfa  of  iks 
mcaiiure  of  the  right  hon.  ttamaet,  aai  1 
ask,  wlH'ther  any  tax  pad  nwiMa  ^an 
cruelly  tliaii  the  deduction  ofa  ba»j  p^ 
ccDtage  from  the  scanty  incama  ttfaBa^ 
sun  Ml  situated.  Sir,  I  pcrotin*  !■  tfe 
ciiuiilenaiict'  of  the  riglil  best.  Bmmh^ 
what  iHjMWMngiu  bis  m nil,  bewiDldt^ 
that  iiidtvidual  ciuKt  of  h — '-Sip  m^  ^^I 
lie  fiiuiid  iiiHler  any  sj  m  of  tasali^k 
'I'his  may  Ik  true ;  lait  \  nii  lond,  iWl  tk* 
lucinac-lHi  will  preas  with    pmt  wewMf 
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not  merely  upoo  a  ibw  iodirtdudt  here 
and  there,  but  upon  whole  clateet,  upon 
thousands  of  persons  in  this  oouotry.  If 
you  impose  a  window*taXt  a  house-tax,  or 
a  tax  upon  commodities,  it  may  he  met  in 
cases  where  the  pressure  is  greatest  hv 
retrenchment,  by  sacrifices  which  it  is 
possible  to  make,  but  from  the  Income-tax 
tlierc  is  no  escape,  and  though  the  sum 
which  will  be  charged  upon  an  income  of 
150/.  a-ycar  may  appear  small,  yet  to 
those  who,  with  such  an  income,  have  to 
preserve  a  decent  station  in  society,  and  to 
nroTide  for  their  fiimilies,  tlie  deduction 
from  their  means  will  be  a  very  serious 
one.  Again,  we  arc  told,  taxation  ought 
to  be  equal— can  anything  be  more  mon- 
strously unequal  than  the  tax  recommended 
to  us  ?  The  riffht  hon.  Baronet  does  not 
mean  that  it  should  extend  to  Ireland, 
because  he  says,  that  in  Ireland  he  has  not 
the  machinery  for  its  collection.  He  told 
us,  indeed,  that  Irish  absentees  would  hare 
to  pay  it,  but  it  afterwards  appeared  that 
this  was  only  meant  of  Irish  proprietors, 
resident  in  England^  the  real  aksentec, 
the  Irish  nobleman  or  gentleman  who 
chooses  to  go  to  Rome  or  to  Paris,  will 
escape,  for  \he  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
no  machinery  that  can  reach  bin  there. 
Well,  then,  what  are  we  to  think  of  the 
equalitj  of  a  tax  which  will  not  be  paid  by 
an  Irish  nobleman  of  70,000/.  or  80,0001. 
a.year,  but  which  will  be  leried  upon  the 
pittance  of  the  half-pay  officer  I  hare 
roentiooed  ?  And  then,  Sir,  we  are  toM, 
Uiat  this  inequality  is  to  be  redreesed, 
that  Ireland  shall  pay  her  share,  and  that 
for  this  purpose  an  additional  tax  is  to  be 
levied  upon  Irish  inirits.  Now,  I  want  to 
know,  will  this  amct  the  Irish  nobleman 
abroad  ?  [Lord  Slanlai  here  made  a  re- 
mark across  the  Table.]  The  noble  Lord 
reminds  me,  that  sudi  a  person  would 
equally  escape  any  tax  upon  consumption 
—no  aoubt  be  woukl,  but  the  noble  Lord 
should  remember  that  I  hare  not  recom- 
mended a  tax  cm  consumption;  I  ha?e 
contended,  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  lery 
an  locooM-UXf  whihs  the  revenue  might 
be  increased  by  altering  the  duties  on 
rarious  articles  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
reliere,  not  farther  to  burden  the  con- 
sumer, in  point  of  £M:t,  if  we  would  take 
this  course,  either  no  new  tax  would  be 
waiitefl,  or  at  all  events  one  to  a  much 
smaller  amount,  and  of  a  less  odious  nature 
would  be  sufficient.  And  this  reaiinds  me 
how  completely  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 


opposite  seemed  to  misunderstand  the 
argument  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  who 
suted,  that  26,000,000/.  of  taxes  had  been 
remitted  since  the  peace  from  which  un. 
doubted  fact  he  inferred,  that  it  was  im- 
possible the  right  hon.  Baronet  could  he 
driren  as  a  last  resource  to  the  painfully 
oppressive  tax  he  now  propoeea.  The  right 
hon.  Gentlemsn  treated  this  argument  aa 
if  my  right  hon.  Friend  had  meant  to 
recommend  the  re*imposition  of  any  one 
of  thete  taxes  which  have  been  repealed, 
he  had  (if  I  did  not  greatly  misunderstand 
him)  no  such  intention,  he  argued,  (and  I 
join  with  hiui  in  the  argument)  that, 
looking  to  the  amount  of  taxation  which 
has  been  remitted,  the  im|iorts  not  being 
all  upon  consumption,  but  some  of  them 
direct  taxes  of  an  infmitely  less  objection- 
able character  than  that  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  it  is  not  to  be  believed, 
that  if  proper  means  were  taken,  the  wants 
of  the  ExcheqiH^r  might  not  be  supplied 
without  having  recourse  to  a  tax  wniidi 
except  in  time  of  war,  or  as  a  last  resource, 
in  a  gteat  exigency,  is  in  the  highest 
degree  objectionable.  In  my  opinion,  the 
course  proposed  to  us  is  unjust  and  un- 
necessary. If  we  began  by  first  altering 
the  fireaent  protecting  duties^  we  might 
find  it  unnecessary  to  impose  any  new 
burden  upon  the  people ;  but  ataU  events, 
there  can  be  no  dfoul^  that  the  amount  we 
ahould  require  to  raise  wouM  be  much 
smaller,  and  that  the  new  burden,  whatever 
it  might  be,  would  be  much  more  easily 
borne,  when  the  people  had  been  relieved 
by  the  removal  of^  restrictions.  But  there 
is  another,  and  a  still  stronger  reason 
which  will  induce  me  to  refuse  my  consent, 
not  only  to  so  odious  a  tax  as  that  upoo 
income,  but  to  any  tax,  until  the  ooorae  of 
eudeavouring  to  recruit  the  refenoe  by 
the  reduction  of  protectiog  duties  has  been 
first  fully  tried.  1  believe,  the  adoption  of  a 
much  more  liberal  commercial  policy  to 
be  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation, 
but  we  know,  from  long  experience,  that 
the  various  protected  interests  are  ao 
powerful  in  tnis  House,  so  much  mote 
powerful  than  the  public  interest,  that 
except  in  a  time  of  financial  difficulty  I 
have  little  expectation  of  ever  obcainin£ 
the  reforms  wnich  are  so  much  wanted. 
Those  who  are  in  favour  of  these  reforms, 
ought,  there&re,  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
present  position  of  affairs,  we  ought  now 
to  say,  we  will  grant  no  new  taxes,  imnose 
no  new  burdens  upon  the  people,  till  we 
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hxn  obtaJDed  such  t  modification  of  thr    vote 
preteat  protecting  duties,  u  we  hare  a    neccMarf  iw 


right  to  expect.  By  taliog  thia  coune,  1 
belieTa,  that  though  ire  may  not  succ^ 
now,  we  shall  do  lo  at  do  very  dutanl 
time,  for  though  the  right  hon.  Banmel 
will  now  hare  a  lar^  majority  in  favour 
of  hii  Income-tax,  ita  rexatious  and  op- 
prenive  character,  will  not  hare  been  long 

Sractically  felt  by  the  country  before  the 
iaposition  to  get  rid  of  it,  heconn  uni- 
veraal,  and  if  he  endearoura  to  maintain  it, 
he  will,  like  the  Minister  of  1816,  see 
ereii  hia   truest   Friends  go  out  into  the 

abolish   it. 


Dpopular 
the  tax 


difficulty  of  maintainiiig  the  tax  is  one 
which  we  ought  not  to  loae  sight  of,  when 
we  are  callea  upon  to  trust  solarnly  to  it, 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  credit, 
and  upon  the  faith  of  ita  continuance  to 
adopt  a  tariff,  creating  new  proteciioni  in 
farour  of  the  colonies  whicli  must,  in  a 
few  years,  be  attended  with  a  great  loas 
to  the  revenue.  What  will  be  our  tilua' 
tioo  if,  in  a  few  yean,  when  this  loss  is 
felt,  bat  we  find  it  difficult,  (as  I  have 
argued  that  we  should)  to  recall  the  steps 
by  which  it  haa  been  occasioned  ;  if  then 
the  oppressire  nature  of  the  Income-tax 
should  make  the  countir  refuse  to  submit 
to  its  continuance?  How  much  embar- 
raaament  might  such  a  state  of  things 
occasion,  and  how  much  danger  to  the 
credit  of  the  country !  I  feel  that  I  hare 
detained  the  House  too  lonff;  I  vill,  there- 
fore, paaaing  br  some  (loiiits  to  which  I 
could  have  wished  to  adrt>rt,  conclude  by 
repeating,  that  in  rotin^r  against  (he  In- 
come-tax, I  do  not  mean  to  vote  against 
the  adoption  of  any  measure,  howerer 
serere,  and  however  onerous,  which  can 
be  shown  to  be  really  netxstary  for  main- 
taining  the  honour,  the  tolrency  and  the 
credit  of  the  country;  let  the  right  hnn. 
Gentleman  opposite  shotr  the  necessity, 
and  I  shall  be  ready  lo  vnte  rren  fur  the 
locume-tax ;  but  1  cannot  recuncile  it  to 
my  scoae  of  duty  to  my  ronstituents,  and 
to  the  distressed  people  of  this  country,  to 
lay  on  them  such  an  imik«t,  unless,  at  the 
same  time,  we  adopt  all  the  meaiuret  in 
our  po'cr  for  rendering  our  present  taxes 
more  productive,  and  less  oppressive  to  the 
people.  When  ibis  has  been  done,  the 
proper  time  will  be  come  for  demanding 
additional  taxes,  if  they  should  slill  be 
wanted,  and  I  shall  then   be  prepared  to 


qnate  to  the  p< 

Lord  John  Runell  wished  lo  wtf  m  tm 
words  before  th«  Honie  want  lata  tarn* 
mittee,  and  at  ha  agraed  In  d  ihu  ImA 
been  said  bw  his  aobte  PriMd,  tmt  hh 
right  hon.  Friend  who  bad  pncadH  lit 
noble  Friend,  ha  would  not  lonf  dMAi 
the  House,  tha  nnre  especially  w  ht  tt^ 
sidered  that  the  right  boo.  Um  ChkMdhr 
of  the  Exchequer  bad,  la  ftct,  mm  ■• 
reply  to  their  arguraeDls,  H«  GmI  m^ 
sidered  very  much  since  Iha  ri|ht  tMb 
Baronet's  speech  on  Fridar  last.lBa  aiga 
ments  that  could  Is-  .iJiiucol  ni  Um>  -^ 
the  course  then  ptupoKd  Ly  tnu,  am 
resultat  which hv  liailumreijwaalba 
as  hsd  been  so  ably  lUled  by  bis  i 
Friend  who  had  jutt  sal  down,  la  \ 
first  place  it  wst  thrir  duly  lo  <lo  a 
with  those  restri<  lii>i>i  which  prcsacd  ■__ 
onerously  U|X>n  \\.'-  country.  In  thai  # 
spect  he  found  a  very  greal  onbaii 
the  plan  of  the  n^ln  hon.  Bdronei. 
respect  to  sugar,  ihey  wi-te  goiug  to 
up  a  new  monojioly,  or  worse.  In 
the  West  Indin  funiithed  mora 
sufficient  for  the  consumption  of 
cDuntfT ;  now  thc«c  colonics  wtri 
to  send  enough.  Thr  remaining  t 
necessary  for  one  mijiply  wu  to  ba  I 
from  the  East  Initio,  and  ihenbj  ■ 
year  increasing  tht 
tn  the  production  ul 

fore,  a  very  gre^iL  nmnnon,   if  they   [ 
tended  to  procci :!    upon   ihn   pnocipla 
an  adraoce  in  CT'iKnieuiiil  frrcdot 
cept  sugar  from  ihn  opciaiioti  of  tl 
they  applied  toother  arlicles. 
posed  on  some  a  gruai  reductioa  a 
changing  in  some  cases  from  fi 
duties  to  5  or  10  per  rent. ; 
wholly inconsisteiii  wiih  ihcmicttrsin 
plan  with  respecl  lu  (^om.upon  wbich  attl 
price  of  50«.,  thi  y  impoted  ■  duly  of  S~ 
Therefore,    in    runimercisl     malien.   i 
sugar  and  corn,  rcprfSeTiled  as  Ibcjr  ■ 
by   great  tnieresii,  defended   by  ■ 
large  property  sml  weight,  by  licl 
chants  and  great   iiUntFri,   ihey  did   i 
daretoapply  thdr  Lwn  piinciple.t' 
ciple  which  Ihey  T I. 'tnsrlvcssckntivl 
lo   be   the   true  pcinciplo 
Last  year  they  said,  ihsi  the  lata  C 
iDcnt  brought  forwsrd  iheir  nei 
riiccouat  of  poliliral  ncc       7  - 
(erred  its  pnrposu,  tiul  in  mo  praseat  j 
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when  they  were  backed  by  t  Urge  ma- 
jority, they  who  were  last  year  lookiD^ 
with  to  patriotic  a  view  to  the  interettt  of 
the  country,  now  acknowledged  the  prin- 
ciples they  formeriy  repudiated.  But  with 
respect  to  the  two  great  articles  of  sugar 
and  corn,  they  did  not  dare  to  carry  them 
out.  As  had  been  said  by  his  right  hon. 
Friends,  they  were  creating  new  colonial 
Interests,  they  were  giving  new  advantages 
and  creating  new  lestrictions,  in  favour 
of  our  colonial  interests,  but  were  they  not 
at  the  same  time  sowing  the  seeds  of  great 
embarrassmeot  in  regard  to  our  relations 
with  foreign  countries,  encouraging  them 
to  adopt  the  same  protective  system  against 
ourselves,  and  so  deranging  the  commerce 
and  industry  of  this  country.  They  ought 
to  recollect  at  all  times  that  unless  they 
had  very  strong  reasons  —  unless  they 
wished  to  collect  revenue,  or  were  bound 
to  a  great  body  of  men  who  were  existing 
by  some  particular  class  of  industry,  every 
legislation  on  the  subject  was  mere  evil 
aod  mischief;  and  therefore  in  mere 
wantonness  tocreate  a  number  of  protective 
duties  was  the  most  mischievous  course 
that  could  possibly  be  taken.  Such  being 
the  course  proposed  to  be  taken  with  re- 
gard to  the  colonial  commercial  policy,  he 
bad  next  to  consider  what  was  next  to  be 
done  with  regard  to  taxation.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  said  there  was  an  enor- 
mous deficiency  to  provide  for.  Now,  his 
right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Baring)  bad  shown 
if  the  policy  of  the  last  year  had  been 
adopted,  that  deficiency  would  not  have 
been  so  great.  Other  reasons  than  those 
connected  with  slavery  might  have  pre. 
vented  them  from  adopting  that  policy, 
but  it  was  clear  that  as  a  financial  plan, 
had  .it  been  adopted,  1,800,000/.  would 
have  been  secured  to  the  revenue,  and  the 
deficiency,  in  place  of  2,500,000/, 
would  not  have  been  more  than  from 
600,000/.  to  700,000/.  The  deficiency 
then,  was  so  enormous,  as  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  called  it,  because  the  party  op- 
posite had  refused  what  he  and  those  with 
whom  he  acted  were  of  opinion  would  tend 
to  remedy  the  then  state  of  things.  But, 
as  matters  stood  at  the  present  moment, 
he  would  not  say  that  he  would  absolutely 
refuse  such  measures  of  taxation  as  would 
make  it  certain  that  next  year  the  revenue 
might  be  made  not  only  equal,  but  above 
ihe  expenditure.  He  would  not  go  into 
details  or  enter  into  the  question  of  how 
VOL.  LXI.    {tti} 


the  financial  difficulties  had  arisen  in 
former  years,  but  in  1 840  his  right  hon. 
Friend  had  proposed  measures  of  taxation, 
with  the  view  of  making  the  income  equal, 
or  nearly  so,  to  the  expenditure.  In 
.1841,  likewise,  they  proposed  measures 
I  which,  they  conceived,  would  make  the 
;  revenue  equal  to  the  expenditure ;  there- 
fore, in  principle  he  was  willing  to  admit 
I  that,  in  1 842,  theyought  to  make  someexer- 
I  tions  for  that  purpose.  Considering  the 
state  of  matters  in  India  and  in  China, 
which  made  increased  expense  necessary, 
a  greater  exertion  in  the  way  of  taxation 
must  be  necessarily  required ;  but  be  could 
not  conceive  even  after  making  that  ad- 
mission, that  the  inadequacy  was  such, 
that  the  deficiency  was  so  great,  as  ren- 
dered it  necessary  to  revert  to  an  Income- 
tax.  It  was  generally  admitted  that  it 
was  a  tax  only  to  be  resorted  to  in  a  very 
great  emergency ;  admitting  that  it  did 
not  matter  whether  the  emergency  arose 
from  war  or  from  preparations  rendered 
necessary  by  the  state  of  things,  still  the 
emergency  must  be  g^reat.  And  with  re- 
spect to  objections  to  an  Income-tax,  he 
had  high  authority  on  his  side,  and  that 
was  no  less  than  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  In 
1840,  when  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Baring)  proposed  the  addition  of  5  per 
cent,  upon  the  Customs  and  Excise^  and 
10  per  cent,  upon  the  assessed  taxes,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  said  he  thought  the 
proposition  waa  the  best  that  could  be  pro- 
posed ;  when  there  was  what  he  then 
called  a  small  deficiency  of  under  2J 
millions,  it  was  better  to  resort  to 
a  general  tax  upon  consumption  than  to 
an  Income-tax,  which  was  not  advisable. 
On  another  occasion,  when  one  of  the 
Members  for  Birmingham  brought  for* 
ward  the  proposition  for  a  tax  upon  pro- 
perty and  income,  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
said  nothing,  but  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  stated  his  opinion 
freely  to  be,  that  it  was  more  advisable  to 
lay  a  tax  upon  capital  in  a  diffused  state, 
than  upon  capital  and  income  in  its 
sources.  He  did  not  mean  for  a  moment 
to  say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  a  right  and  were  perfectly  justified  in 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  an  Income- 
tax  was  necessary  ;  he  was  only  showing 
that  even  they  formerly  were  of  opinion 
that  only  great  necessity  could  justify  it. 
He  objected  to  the  Income-tax,  because 
2G 
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be  thonght  k  daficicDcy  of  3,500,000/. 
rould  be  very  eisily  supplied — tint,  by 
rcluxO'tE  the  ie*iricti*e  (yitem  of  prolec- 
lion;  kiid  trcoudly,  by  •ddiiional  taxi- 
tion  in  another  thape,  in  order  to  make  up 
the  lum  required.  Even  if  they  were  to 
recur  to  tone  of  the  aueued  taxes  which 
bad  been  repealed — for  iniiance,  tlie  Earl 
of  Itipon  look  off  two  millioDi  of  laxation 
in  IS'JII;  he  removed  ibe  laxei  on  four- 
wliprlrd  carrtaf^i  and  riding  hories,  which 
might  have  been  re-impoaied.  The  evil 
ofu  tax  adch  a*  the  Income-tax  was  not 
coiitined  10  the  taat  drawn  from  the  com- 
munity ;  tlie  great  objection  to  it  was  that 
which  waa  univerially  felt  and  ituted,  and 
Ihut  waa  a  better  argument  againit  it  than 
the  Dioil  refined  that  could  be  uieil  in 
that  iloute,  vii.,  ils  inqiiiiitorial  character. 
That  rharacier  belonging  to  it  had  thii 
evil  cfl'ert,  it  obliged  the  needy  tradci- 
maii,  or  the  peraon  deriving  a  amall  income 
fri>m  n  profeiiian,  to  reveal  all  the  aourcci 
of  hii  income,  and  they  were  made  |iublic 
to  all  the  community  and  hi>  enemii:*  ;  or ' 
agiiin,  il  waa  equally  noxious,  if  not  more 
au,  becnute  il  induced  a  man  who  wiahcd 
lu  conceal  the  itate  of  hi*  afTairs  to  at- 
tempt by  evasion  to  avoid  the  tax,  and 
thvrrrore  induced  a  great  pari  of  the  com- 
niiinily  to  depart  from  that  truth  and  sin- 
cerity which  was  ao  necetaary  fur  the 
happinea*  of  a  people.  Tbcn  with  reipect 
10  the  tax  upon  cooaumption  or  the  a*- 
leased  taxet,  the;  were  known — the  tax- 
collector  called  for  a  apecified  sum,  and 
tlicy  were  not  open  to  the  same  objeclign. 
But  the  airongeat  objection  of  ail  was,  that 
it  liad  always  been  coniidcred  everywhere 
OS  a  tax  to  be  resorted  to  only  as  a  hsi 
resource.  Ilii  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
BariiiK)  had  luld  ilicm  that  36,OuO,(iOO/. 
had  been  taken  ofTiince  the  peace.  Now 
that  was  not  known  in  foreign  countries ; 
the  feeli'ig  there  must  be,  that  ihcy  were 
reduced  to  the  imposition  uf  a  tax  which 
was  alune  retorted  to  in  rxtremiiies — 
when  ihi-ie  waa  a  mutiny  at  the  Nure — 
when  ihf  country  was  <n  arm*  at;ainft  nil 
Kuiope— when  Napoleon  was  in  the  /i.niih 
of  h>*  power— when  tliey  wcic  ubiip'd  lu 
strain  fVt'rv  iiervc  fui  the  aafrly  of  ilie 
cuunirv.  What  niuii  they  think  of  ilie 
votidiiioii  of  Rngl.in<l,  if  ii  would  i>ut)>r, 
alter  many  years  of  peace,  tlii;  impo^iitioii 
of  a  l.ix,  which  hdd  always  been  vstrnli- 
ally  a  war-lax — a  lax  which  the  people 
would  DOt  lolctate  after  the  very  first  year 
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of  patM.  Tba 
would  prod  SCO  a  i 
ao  other  icaonr 
to  resort  to  a  tax  i 
making  a  stniggia  Ear  < 
tberefoie  that  the  €000117  vmU  ba 
unprepared  for  a  war.  roi  ihoM  n 
he  should  conaidcr  it  hia  dsly  •■  aaM 
againat  ihe  retolotiou  oT  tho  liglkt  imm. 
Baronet.  If  the  righthoa.r 
make  changea  aod  nodiBc 
plan,  of  course  be  would  t 
for  he  would  not  ctmaidar  it  fair  Mt  la 
look  at  the  whole  plan ;  hit  b«  MHt  Hi* 
that  there  were  aome  claaaea  who  riMM 
go  free,  and  to  whom  tba  tax  abovld  iM 
be  applied.  Ha  tbooght  Hr.  Pin  «m 
perfectly  justified  io  makiag  we  diMlBfr 
lion,  because  at  that  tioM  tna  aaliM  aM 
engaged  in  a  struggle  for  its  ««rj  aiiMMMk 
Thtrre  were  many  to  wboia,  oadar  aifew 
circumstance*,  he  ackaowtadgid  dw  tB 
should  not  apply,  but  aa  ibe  Mtl 
engaged  in  a  moat  arduous  m-i  \ 
struggle,  he  aaid  wherever  \.c 
come  he  took  the  lax.  Bat  1 
posed  the  tax  during  peace,  t>  r 
10  give  far  airooger  reaaons  <■ 
considered  preferable  to  alt  otiH 
which  had  been  projected.  If  wS 
tax  was  the  beat,  il  waa  fair  ii  1' 
made  equal,  all  circuoialtacas  beluf  ttJk 
into  consideraiioo.  Tba  right  bon.  iW 
Chaucellorof  tbeExcheqner  »aid  be.*o«U 
not  agree  Io  any  tax  upon  coatunpuaa, 
or  to  the  re-impusitioo  of  lb*  window-tax, 
because  they  might  preoa  upoo  ihe  mnft 
tion  uf  the  poor.  If  iba  rigtii  h»a.  G«a> 
tieman  was  su  careful  of  the  iiiiei««ta  tl 
the  poor,  and  wished  to  better  iHeit  ewtf 
dilion,  when  they  next  went  lam  couimi. 
tee  on  the  Com  ImportatJoa  Vci,  let  ibaaa 
have  their  food  cheaper  ihjn  a  duty  of 
'iOt.  upon  the  price  of  50>.  would  mltom. 
A*  he  had  before  atated,  he  woald  gtee 
hiR  vole  in  cominiliee  in  opfxistiioa  ut  ib* 
proposition  of  the  right  boa.  BtreaM.  Iff 
ihat  |iiopotition  atimild  be  carvMad  ii 
>omniiitep,  and  should  bervafter  tmm» 
hark  10  the  House  upon  the  rrpott,  ht 
wuiild  then  propose  resolution*,  aitcl  uh* 
the  *eiise  of  the  House  upon  tbcas,  ia 
nrder  to  place  upon  record  In*  araaa  af 
the  ii.iiure  of  the  financial  »iiuatio«  •■ 
which  tlie  couotry  waa  now  plscttd,  ami 
his  opinion  that  il  was  not  urreMaij  !• 
have  recdiirse  to  this  very  otii'.us,  ^tt4-^ 
unneceiiary — moat  unjast  Ut. 
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Home  in    committee    of   Ways  and 
Means. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  I  can  assure  the  noble 
I^rd,  ihat  the  notice  he  has  given  of  his 
intention  to  oflTer  a  determined  opposition 
to  my  proposal   has  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  disappointed  or  disconcerted  me. 
Notwithstanding  the  silence  of  the  other 
night — noiwiihstandiug  the  calmness  with 
which  my  proposition  was  received — not- 
withstanding the  declaration  that  my  pro- 
posal should  be  considered  as  a  whole,  I 
felt  that  in  the  attempt  to  meet  the  diffi- 
culties in  which   this  country  had  been 
involved  by  the  financial  administration  of 
the  late  Government,  I  felt  that  whatever 
efforts  I  might  make,  whether  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  loans,  whether  by  the  imposi- 
tion  of  taxes  upon  the  income  and  pro- 
perly of  the  country,  whether  by  burdens 
upon   the   working  classes  by  means  of 
taxes  on  articles  of  consumption,  I   had 
not  undertaken  an  easy  task ;  but  I  was 
confident  that  my  chief  opponents  would 
be  those  who  had  infolved  the  country  in 
difficulties.     But  you  (speaking  to  the  Op- 
position), shall    not  divert    the  attention 
of  the  country  from  the  real  point  at  issue. 
This  is  no  question  of  Eau  de  Cologne ; 
this  is  no  question  of  colonial  asses.  Never 
did  1  see  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
F.  Daring)   so  much  excited  as  he  was 
upon  that  subject    The  ri^ht  hon.  Gen- 
tleman never  felt  half  the  indignation  at 
the   financial   difficulties  of  the  country 
that  be  exhibited  at  the  imposition  of  a 
differential  duty  upon  colonial   asses  as 
compared  to  foreign  asses.     He  contern- 
plated  with  the  calmness  of  a  philosopher, 
year  by   year,   an  increasing   deficiency 
in  the  public  finances ;  but  to  propose  a 
differential  duty  of  3d,  upon  a  colonial  ass 
excited   the  right  hon.  Gentleman    to  a 
pitch  of  indignation.    But  the  question  to 
be  considered  is  this — the  financial  admi- 
nistration  of  the  country  and  of  India 
having  been,  for  dwe  or  six  years,  in   the 
hands   of  hon.   Gentlemen   opposite,    in 
what  position  is  the  country  placed  7   The 
tine  has  arrived  (again  speaking  to  the 
Opposition)    when   your   tampering  with 
saving-banks,  and  with  />  per  cent,  upon 
Customs  duties,  most  be  abandoned,  and 
some  decided  and  vigorous  effort  must  be 
made  to  equalise  the  mcomeand  expendi- 
ture of  the  country.     You  say  that  you 
will  submit  to  future  and  onerous  taxation 
wbcn  you  are  coovinced  of  its  necessity, 
in  order  to    produce  thst  equalisaiioo. 


Well,  upoo   the  actual  expenditure  you 
will  be  called  to  make  in  the  course  of 
this  year,  there  is  a  deficit  of  3,000,000/. 
It  has  become  necessary,  since  I  last  ad- 
dressed the  House  on  this  subject,  to  send 
additional  reinforcements  to  India  in  con- 
sequence of  the  policy  you  have  pursued 
with  regard  to  that  country;  and  it  will 
be  my  duty,  in  order  to  acfopt  the  mea- 
sures which  are  requisite  for  vindicating 
the  honour  of  the  British  arms,  to  propose 
to    Parliament    increased    military   esti- 
mates, in  addition  to  those  which  1  hare 
already  submitted.     The  actual  deficit  ia 
2,.07().000/.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  F.  Baring)  has  seemed  delighted  at 
an  error  he  supposed  he  had  discovered  in 
my  estimate.     Tlie  light  hon.  Gentleman 
said  he  had  been  fishing,  and  that  he  had 
fished  with  great  success,  and  he  informed 
me  that  he  was  about  to  offer  me  a  laree 
sum  of  which  I  was  not  aware.    The  right 
hon.  (icntleman  said  I  had  calculated  an 
actual  deficiency  of  2,569,000/.,  while  he 
had  discovered  that  it  would  onlyamount  to 
2,409,000/.,     making    a    dinerence    of 
100.000/.;  and  he  taunted  me  with  my 
arithmetical  inaccuracy  in  exhibiting  auch 
a  blunder  in  my  calculations.   This  sum  of 
!  00,000/.  I  thought  it  necessary  to  provide, 
though  I  could  not  enter  much  into  detail 
on  the  subject,  to  meet  any  deficiency  which 
might  arise  on  special  emergency.    But 
I  must  depriye  myself  of  the  coosolation 
which  the  right  hon.  Fisherman  has  offered 
me,   for  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  the 
result  will  be,  that  I  shall  hate  an  actual 
deficiency  to  provide  for  to  the  amount  of 
3,000,000/.      I  presume  that  a  provident 
man,   in   calculating  his  expenditure  for 
the  year,  will  take  into  account,  not  merely 
the  actual  payments  for  which  he  has  to 
provide,  but  any  special  expenses  he  maj 
be  called  upon  to  meet.    I  said,  therefore, 
that  I  calculated  the  cost  of  the  expedi- 
tion to  China — which,  in  pursuance  of  the 
policy  of  the  late  Government,  we  have 
undertaken  to  carry  on,  1  trust,  even  with 
additional  vigour — 1  calculated  the  cost  of 
that  expedition,  for  the  year  ending  April, 
1 843,  would  be  at  the  very  least  1 ,300,000/. 
I  proposed  merely  to  include  in  the  esti- 
mates a   vote  of  500,000/.,    because   I 
thought  it  might  only  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  the  actual  payment  of  that  amount 
in   the  course  of  the  present  year;  but 
800,000/.  of  expenditure  ia  thus  left  un- 
provided   for,  and  add  that  sum,    sup- 
posing the  actual  deficit  should  tnoooi 
203 
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not  to  3,570,000/.,  bat  to  3,000,000/.  in 
the  course  of  the  jev,  to  the  amount 
which  muit  be  demanded  for  the  lervice 
or  the  ensuing  year,  and  you  brin^  up  the 
clear  net  deficiency  to  3,800,000/.  I 
think  that  estimate  will  not  be  questioned. 
How,  then,  is  this  dcGcit'ncy  to  be  sup- 
plied? All  appear  to  concur  in  opinion 
that  it  ought  to  be  provided  Tor  by  an 
addition  to  the  revenue  of  the  country. 
Sir,  I  with  in  the  Tsce  of  that  deficiency 
to  incur  a  further  deficiency.  I  wish,  for 
the  sake  of  public  policy,  fur  the  sake  of 
removing  burdens  which  press  upon  the 
springs  of  msnufacluring  industry  and 
commercial  enterprise,  to  add  to  iheez- 
istioff  deficiency.  If  it  be  politic  to  abolish 
altogether  prohibitions — if  it  be  politic;  to 
reduce  prohibitory  duties— if  it  be  politic 
to  nitigsle  the  duties  upon  certain  articles 
of  consumption,  and  upon  certain  raw  ma- 
terials which  enter  into  every  commercial 
enterprise — I    allude  to   such   articles 


limber— and  if  that  policy  be  approved 
of  and  adopted,  a  fresh  audition  must  be 
made  to  the  deficit  of  the  year  of  from 
1,000,000/.  to  1,200,000/.,  leaving,  there- 
fore, a  total  deficiency  of  revenue,  as  com- 
pared with  espenditure,  for  tlie  ensuing 
year,  of  not  less  than  4,800,000/.  1  ex- 
plained to  the  House,  on  a  former  occa* 
sion,  the  mode  in  which  1  propose  to  meet 
this  deficiency.  1  propose  to  levy  a  tas 
upon  the  income  of  the  country — upon 
the  income  of  persona,  all  of  whom  I  can- 
not call  rich,  but  the  greater  number  of 
whom  are  in  comparatively  easy  circum- 
stances, and  this  tax  upon  the  property 
and  income  of  the  countn  will  produce 
the  sum  of  about  3,700,000/.  If  my  Uclt 
be  admitted  as  to  the  extent  of  the  dtfi- 
ciency^if  the  policy  of  removing  proliitti- 
tiuns,  of  mitigating  prohibitory  duties,  mid 
of  reducing  the  smoutit  of  duty  upon  cer- 
tain great  articles  of  commerce,  be  al- 
lowed, the  deficiency  thus  produced  must 
be  met  in  some  manner ;  snd  the  queiiion 
at  issue  between  the  noble  Loid  ( I.ortt  J. 
Rutirll)  and  myKlf— the  quntiun  which 
will  decide  the  financial  policy  as  it  will 
decide  the  fate  of  the  Oovernment— is 
whether  my  advice,  or  that  of  the  noble 
Lord  shall  be  taken — whether  I  shall 
permitted  to  make  this 
the  country  from 


(Lord  J.  Rnuall)  pnoi 
fictene;  of  4,800,0001. 


I  had  proposed  any  ot.. 
have  had  his  cordial  aupport.  Does  ilw 
tai  upon  coals  afford  me  any  stnkmg  in* 
dicalion  of  that  cordisl  sri]uic»cmce, 
when  the  nnbla  Lord  has  staled,  that  I 
nay  not  only  expect  hii  deteroiiocd  op- 
position to  the  locome-iax,  but  aim  u> 
the  tax  upon  eoalaf  The  n^ht  horn. 
Gentleman  opposite,  (Mr.  F.  Baring)  Im 
questioned  iba  policy  of  iacrnatng  Om 
tux  on  spirits,  and  baa  said,  that  h«  c«- 
tertains  opinions  most  adv«ise  to  suck  a 
measure.  How  I  shall  fjie  with  reganl  la 
the  stamp  duties  in  Ir«1jnd  I  know  not; 
but  I  see  a  right  boa.  GcniUaian  (Sti. 
Sheil)  preparing  tor  opposition  to  that 
branch  of  my  propoul.  [Mr.  Shstt  ^  I 
said  nothing.]  It  ia  »att  coiitoUtion  to 
know  that  the  right  hoii  ~i  :  '  .  i;  '  > 
not  threaten  me  with  0[ 
not  think,  from  the  iodi 
ceived,  that  I  havearigir  :  '  '  ■■..  \  .-^ 
sanguine  anticipalioa*,  ihai  if.  losteail  ot 
resorting  to  a  tax  on  the  tncflsae  of  iW 
country,!  had  revived  the  Isi  upon  UbIIm!; 
or  salt,  or  any  of  the  ariiclrs  from  whick 
duties  have  been  removed,  I  (bMild  hnn 
received  very  cordial  support  from  hfla. 
Gentlemen  oppoaite.  Tbe  iicible  Ijtid, 
(Lord  J.  Russell)  has  intimstnl.  ibat  he 
will  submit  resolutiooi  lu  the  House  n 
opposition  to  my  meaacrr,  Thoae  r«noln 
tioos  will,  of  course,  101  ulvv  the  consjdera* 
lion  of  the  Corn-laws  and  o(  ibe  ai^ns' 
duties.  The  noble  LonJ  «ill  a^am  pf^ 
pose  hii  fixed  duty  on  tain,  m  a  mcMw  tf 
railing  the  public  revettuo  ;  and  it  wtll  be 
for  the  ilou»e  to  detennina  wbetber  tb«j 
will  adopt  the  principle  of  the  {ivupttty- 
tax,  or  impose  a  fixed  duty  of  St.,  or  a 
lower  amount,  upon  coin,  in  nrder  to  ia> 
prove  ibe  finances  of  the  ruuolry.  Tbast 
light  hon.  Ctenilomen  aho  occ  polrtjcal 
supporters  of  the  nob1«  l.->nJ.  and  wfea 
tell  me,  that  by  tbe  sctle  of  datsrn  I 
piopose,  I  urn  ruining  Iriih  acrlcvknce. 
Slid  dettrojing  the  hopn  at  the  giwrib  af 
u:ii*  in  lieland,  will  bs>c  to  decicU  wfc*. 
iher  they  prefer  ibe  noble  l-ovO's  adhcan 
to  that  which  1  contera(>lste,  forth*  nolAa 
Lord  proposes  to  redure  tbe  ptniiii  ijn 
ipt  to  reliete  \  duty  upon  Irish  producr.  briow  ibat  wUik 
jijoy«.  )inlicip*tii)C    s   lapplj  af 


iher  the  finsncisi  affairs  of  the  n^tiun  shall  revenue  from  s  fixed  duiv  on  corn.' '  ifridi 
be  restored  to  the  haodi  of  thoie  who  sie  reiptn-i  to  sug;ir,  i  ads  ihai  it  h  n  a«b> 
responsible  for  the  diflicuUic*  by  which  we  ;  jccl  pcifecdy  open  to  eoi  leration.  IW 
arc  surrounded.    How  does  the  noble  Lord  1  noble  Lord  will  bei  m  const* 
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with  the  optniont  he  has  before  ciprcstef), 
if  he  proposes  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
foreign  sug^r,  in  the  hope  that  a  revenue 
may  be  derived  from  that  source.  What 
other  suggestions  the  noble  Lord  may 
make  for  improving  the  revenue  of  the 
country  1  cannot  conceive.  I  am  not 
a  httle  surprised  at  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued  with  respect  to  the  re- 
duction I  propose  to  make  in  the  timber 
duties.  I  certainly  thought  it  was  a  pre- 
vailing opinion  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House,  that  there  was  no  more  onerous 
impost  than  that  upon  foreign  timber. 
It  has  been  argued  that  the  result  of  that 
impost  is  not  merely  to  diminish  the  sup- 
plies  from  the  countries  on  the  shores  of 
the  Baltic — not  merely  to  prevent  us  from 
availing  ourselves  of  an  extensive  market 
for  a  considerable  portion  of  our  nianu- 
factures,  but  it  has  also  been  contended,  I 
believe,  that  the  operation  of  the  tax  is  to 
give  a  preference  to  inferior  timber,  as 
compared  with  good,  and  to  lead  to  the 
purchase  of  a  comparatively  bad  article  at 
a  high  price.  The  proposal  1  make  is  to 
attach  a  nominal  duty  to  Canadian  timber, 
and  to  make  as  great  a  reduction  in  the 
duties  on  foreign  timber  imported  into 
this  country  as  is  consistent  with  a  just 
protection  to  the  produce  of  our  own  do- 
minions. The  loss  of  revenue,  I  have  no 
doubt,  will  be  considerable;  but  I  recon- 
cile myself  to  that  loss  from  the  convic- 
tion that  when  you  deal  with  articles  of 
extensive  consumption,  or  the  raw  mate- 
rials of  manufacture,  it  is  on  the  whole 
good  policy  to  make  such  a  reduction  as 
will  insure  to  the  consumer  the  full  benefit 
of  that  reduction.  I  have  read  treatises 
on  this  subject  edited  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
attached  to  the  principles  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  (Lord  J.  Russell),  who  have 
held  office  in  connexion  with  the  party 
by  which  the  noble  Lord  is  supported, 
and  who  have  always  been  considered  high 
authorities  in  reference  to  6nancial  and 
commercial  matters.  I  certainly  think 
that  the  publications  of  Sir  Henry  Parnell 
are,  on  many  points,  entitled  to  considera- 
ble weight ;  tMit  I  hare  frequently  heard 
them  appealed  to  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  as  almoat  conclusive  declarations 
in  matters  of  commercial  policy.  That 
hon.  Baronet  hat  expressed  this  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  duty  on  timber:— 

**  The  duty  on  tianber  affects  and  iigorts  in« 
dttstry  in  a  great  variety  of  wayS|  ia  conat- 


quence  of  its  being  so  much  used  in  build- 
ings, ships,  machinery,  &c." 

He  then  goes  on  to  say, 

"  That  countries  possessing  forests  in  the 
vicinity  of  navigable  rivers  have  great  advao- 
I  ages  over  oUiers  not  so  circumstanced,  and  by 
laying  a  duty  on  timber  you  still  further  in* 
crease  those  advantages.  It  would  appear  as 
if  it  were  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  a 
continued  successful  competition  with  foreign 
shipbuilders  that  you  should  admit  foreign 
limber  free  of  all  duty." 

'*  That,  however,  (he  adds),  might  be 
too  great  a  sacrifice  of  revenue;'*  and  he 
goes  on  to  state  that  the  particular  mea* 
sure  he  proposed  was  this:— that  in  place 
of  the  present  duty,  it  should  be  reduced 
to  W.  lOx.  per  load ;  and  that,  thereby  he 
calculated  the  revenue  would  be  consi- 
derably increased,  because  then  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  foreign  timber  consumed 
would  pay  a  duty  of  W.  lOi.,  instead  of  a 
small  portion  paying  2L  15s.,  and  the  re- 
mainder only  10s.  His  proposal  was  to 
impose  a  duty  of  30s.  on  foreign  timber, 
and  of  10s.  on  that  from  our  colonies; 
and  the  duty  I  propose  from  5th  April, 
1 843,  is  25s,  on  foreign  timber,  3Cs.  oo 
deals,  and  on  colonial  timber  only  a  no- 
minal doty.  [Mr.  Labouchere :  That 
proposition  was  made  when  the  revenue 
was  abundant.]  Perhaps  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  wish  me  to  impose  an 
additional  duty  on  foreign  timber.  Why, 
that  was  the  policy  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment; but  I  leave  the  House  to  judge 
which  is  the  wisest  policy— if  you  can 
afford  it,  to  encourage  the  importation  of 
foreign  and  Canadian  timber  at  the  duties 
1  recommend,  or  to  lav  a  duty  of  50s.  oa 
foreign  timber,  and  of  20f*  on  Canadian 
timber.  If  Sir  Henry  Parnell  be  right,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that,  if  your  object 
be  to  relieve  the  pressure  upon  the  springs 
of  industry — upon  the  ship-builder,  the 
landowner,  the  builder  of  manufactories, 
or  the  builder  of  cottages  and  houses  of 
every  description — it  is  hardly  possible  for 
you  to  make  a  reduction  of  duty  upon  any 
article  of  consumption  which  will  give 
such  great  and  general  asststaoce  as  the 
duty  on  timber,  the  facility  in  the  im- 
portation of  which  will  be  so  extensively 
increased.  If  you  can  do  this  without 
injustice  to  the  colonial  timber  merchant^ 
you  will  have  accomplished  a  most  im- 
portant benefit.  With  respect  to  coffee, 
also,  I  am  surprised  at  the  comments  made 
00  the  other  side  oo  my  propoeed  redoc- 
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iropean  peace— yoa  haw  t  UiM  i 
ficienc-y   to   lupply,  aad  ooiindar  S  m 


tioti  of  duty.  I  thought,  after  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  the  import  duties 
Gommiitee,  ihowinf^  the  gradual  increaie 
of  consumption — after  the  leatimony  given 
by  cofle«-houH  keepers  in  London,  ai  to 
the  immense  importance  which  the  la- 
bouring clanea  attach  to  the  cbeapncia  of 
coffee — I  did  not  expect  to  hear  from  the 
noble  Lord  s  doubt  ai  to  the  policy  u( 
■acrificiiig  revenue  Tor  the  lake  of  iucteai- 
ing  consumption.  For  this  purpose,  in 
addition  lo  the  deficiency  caused  by  ex- 
penditure, I  am  willing  to  incur  the  rigk 
of  further  deficiency  by  a.  remission  of 
duty,  making,  as  I  before  itatiiit,  the 
tola)  deficiency  to  be  supplied  amount  lo 
4,30O,U00/.  1  do  not  deny  the  objections 
that  exist  to  a  tax  upon  income :  1  ex- 
pected to  hear  it  said,  that  it  ii  a  novel 
proposition  in  lime  of  peace :  hut  lei  me 
ask,  is  there  any  man  who  can  be  deceived 
hy  lucli  plausible  but  fullacioui  ubierva- 
lioni.  It  is  public  necessity  which  Justifies 
the  tax,  whether  imposed  In  lime  of  peace 
or  of  war.  In  time  of  peace,  loo!  Tu 
call  this  a  time  of  peace.  l)ecaui<;  you 
have  not  (he  cannon  actually  booming 
in  your  eurg,  you  wisely  arrive  ut  the 
conclusion  that  wc  are  living  in  a  tinit; 
uf  peace.  Elevate  your  vision  until  it 
can  embrace  yoitr  Indian  lerrilory;  look 
at  Ihc  war  you  have  been  c.irrying  un  on 
the  WLilcrn  bank  of  the  Indus.  1  say 
nothing  uf  ihe  policy  of  the  course  you 
have  pursued  there,  but  can  a  country 
engaged  in  such  a  war  flatter  itself  that  it 
is  Hi  peace  ^  Look  again  at  your  Syrian 
expcdiiiou  of  last  year,  and  concurrently 
with  that  the  costly  husiililies  carricit  on 
in  China.  Have  you  been,  and  arc  you 
■luw,  in  ihat  state  of  profound  lran<|iiillity 
which  entitles  you  to  call  it  pence  '.  Mark, 
then,  all  these  sourcct  of  ex|i<:mliture,  and 
tell  mc  if  yiiu  are  not  in  a  corirlition  which 
t'tcrpis  Ihe  presLiit  frcm  the  iirdin;iry 
cast',  and  justtlici  a  resort  In  the  Income- 
lax,  nnd  lo  the  objci'tions  and  iiicoii- 
ventencci  lo  which  I  know  it  \i  liable? 
The  noble  l-ord  says, — 

"  I  hi  not  impuiQ  Ihc  Uicome-Ut,  because 
yuu  M  ill  iliuw  fureigii  lialioni  lti.it  tlie  rL-5uu[ce!> 
•  'f  iliK  Luuiiiry  itv  eihjukti'd." 

I  say,  never  mind  uh.il  inny  be  the  im- 
pressiuu  n)ion  foreit^n  countries.  Uo  thai 
which  ton  believe  to  tie  jnit  — ihat  which 
yuu  think  consiMint  wiili  sound  piilicy  - 
mill  let  foreign  natmns  think  whdl  they 
will.     If  in  a  time  of  peace— a  time  of 


Just  that  the  affluent  c 
ii,  rather  than  preaiing  npoa  tb*  pdor  ky 
taxing  articlea  of  consamplloB,  kdnal  dM 
course,  and  do  not  ba  afraid  or  «!■( 
foreign  countrtet  may  Ibink  of  y«M  w- 
sources.  If  foreign  conntriciitiMppnhMd 
and  mistake — ifthey  priat  puafiaaks  !■ 
newspapers  to  show  that  EoglanI  uim% 
condition  of  financial  eabanuuMN-^ 
what  difference  can  that  mwkm  n  yaw 
real  situation  T  The  tima  will  wa  wkM 
ihey  will  discover  their  error  i  aad  to  ikm 
meanwhile  act  no  unworthy  la  writ  m 
unwise  part,  bnt  diirenid  aUaoeh  M^ 
sequences  as  what  oUicn  way  Ibr  iha 
moment  think  of  your  eoaditioB  Mil 
resource!.  If  you  do  what  ia  jwl,  tmt  m 
far  what  is  politic,  depend  upon  it,  aflw 
miiti  have  cleared  away,  p^rhapa,  ■■  ■ 
little  week,  foreign  couniriaa  will  aiilai  H 
a  more  fair  conclusion,  and  il  ibair  Ofiain 
be  of  10  much  importance,  they  «j|  !!■■ 
admire  you  for  making  axenioai  cm* 
responding  with  ibenecewiy  oTlhawM* 

notions  on  their  part,  will  jou  coasiM  lb 
pursue  a  course  which  you  know  tm  ti 
neither  Just  nor  politicT  Wnk  awdi  • 
deficiency  as  1  havo  pointed  otit,  ia  k 
better  ihen  to  call  upon  the  iocmaa  9Hm 
country  to  supply  it,  or  ta  tax  attiaiM  tf 
general  consumption  ?  There  ■  ■•  alkV> 
native.  In  order  to  raise  four  vidMMrf 
i,  does  any  man  thiak  than  iiMy 
?  You  want  (bur  auUiaaaftr 
the  service  of  the  present  yoar,  bat  t»H 
cxpcrimenla  on  the  conmcrcid  trntttTm 
ihe  country  will  not  fumith  Iba  flMMq^ 
dnil  does  any  man  tneaa  to  tell  ■■  AM 
there  is  any  middle  coutm  b«lwaa«  il^ 
posing  a  lax  upon  property  aad  hwhg 
taxes  upon  articles  of  tonvtrnfimif 
Certainly  yon  may  aay,  I  will  raaan  la^ 
house-tax ;  but  I  can  only  aay  tkaft  I 
I'lit  adopted  that  eounc  in  I70T|  ~ 
found  the  burden  to  peal,  i 
evasions  such,  that  in  tka  nut  ] 
resorted  to  a  property-taz. 
wishing  to  affect  the  proPaitj  ifj 
country,  produced  a  pita  \tf  «|~ 
assessed  taxes  paid  at  a  |lfieaiiaf 
sliouUl  be  considered  tba  tcti  of  | 
He  tried  to  obuin  a  10  par  cent,  fw 
tax  by  that  criterioa  ;  but  be  waa  ol  ^_ 
lo  Libandon  it,  and  my  b  lief  it,  tbat  « 
house-tax  would  be  ntn       lora  vsjatt  a 
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objection  to  the  Incoroetai  is,  that  it  is 
inquiiitorial.  I  do  uot  deny  the  objection  ; 
but,  apart  from  that,  I  feel  it  to  be  one 
of  the  best  taxes  that  can  be  imposed. 
3  per  cent,  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
country  is  absolutely  necesasary  to  procure 
the  supply,  and  I  make  the  proposition 
from  a  firm  conviction  that  it  will  be 
infinitely  less  onerous  and  more  just  than 
any  other  tax.  Moreover,  I  have  the 
strongest  persuasion  that  if  my  general 
proposal  be  received  by  the  House,  the 
actual  sum  each  man  will  contribute  will 
be  exceedingly  small.  If  my  whole  plan 
be  adopted  there  will  be  a  diminution  in 
the  cost  of  living  which  will  repay  to  the 
contributors  of  the  Income-tax  a  large 
portion  of  the  money  they  are  called  upon 
to  advance.  Take  the  case  of  a  man  of 
5,000/.  a  year :  he  will  contribute  150/., 
and  It  is  my  fixed  belief  that  he  will 
receive  back  in  cheapness  of  living  the 
greater  part  of  the  sum  he  pays.  My 
settled  opinion  ia,  that  the  burden  will  be 
less  than  that  arising  from  any  other  tax 
we  could  devise.  The  noble  Viscount 
(Viscount  Howick)  states  the  rase  of  a 
man  who  has  only  1^/.  per  annum  ;  but, 
wherever  yoo  draw  the  line,  there  must 
be  some  hardship ;  and  I  will  venture  to 
say,  that  it  is  impossible  to  propose  a  tax 
which  will  not  be  liable  to  an  objection  of 
that  kind.  But  even  in  the  case  of  a  man 
of  150L  or  200/.  a  year,  I  entertain  the 
roost  confident  hope  that  the  reduced 
cost  of  articles  of  consumption  will  enable 
him  to  pay  the  tax  without  inconvenience. 
Suppose  the  noble  Viscount  were  to  take 
a  window-tax  inatead,  there  must  be  an 
exemption  of  bouaes  under  a  certain  num- 
ber of  windows:  seven  windows  might 
have  to  pay,  and  six  windows  be  free  from 
the  impost ;  but  still  a  line  must  be  drawn, 
and,  where  it  is  drawn,  there  will  of 
necessity  be  hardship;  the  rule  must,  to 
a  certain  extent*  be  arbitrary  and  incon- 
sistent with  the  strict  priociples  of  reason- 
iog.  I  do  trost,  however,  that  thb  tax 
will  not  be  condemned  opon  individoal 
ctaea  of  hardship,  bat  that  the  House  will 
rather  attend  to  general  reanlti*  and  fairly 
consider  whether  asy  other  tax,  equally 
just,  can  be  foond  which  will  be  equally 
eflTectoal  in  raiaiog  the  required  aup* 
ply  for  the  poblic  exigency.  1  said,  on  a 
former  day,  that  I  woold  avail  myself  qf 
the  earliest  opportnoity  of  giving  a  fall 
explanatioo  of  the  macfaioerj  for  the  ool« 
itctiott  of  tte  laa,  iod  I  aaamtlM  right 


hon.  Gentleman,  that  when  1  refused  to 
answer  the  question  he  put  to  me  the 
other  day,  it  was  from  a  strong  impres* 
sioii,  that  I  could  not,  in  answering  a 
question,  give  a  full  and  satisfactory  ex- 
planatiou.  I  thought  it  would  be  infinitely 
better  to  reserve  myself  to  a  time  when  I 
could  go  into  all  the  details.  The  period 
since  the  Income-tax  was  imposed  is  con- 
siderable :  I  know,  that  I  speak  to  many 
who  are  aware  from  practical  experience^ 
or  from  being  conversant  with  Bnancial 
subjects,  of  the  principles  applied  to  the 
collection  of  the  ux  ;  but,  in  order  to 
make  the  matter  intelligible  to  those  who 
may  not  be  so  well  acquainted  with  it  ,1 
must  necessarily  refer  to  some  poiou  well 
known  to  such  as  have  made  the  aubiect 
their  study.  I  shall  now  propose  to  adopt 
for  the  purpoae  of  the  collection  of  thia 
tax,  the  machinery,  speaking  generally, 
applied  by  that  act  brought  in  by  Lord 
Lantdowne,  then  Lord  Henry  Petty,  in 
the  year  1806,  under  the  Administration 
of  Lord  Grenville  and  Lord  Grey;  and  a 
reference  to  that  act  will  show  any  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  may  wish  to  ascertain  il 
with  precision,  the  general  mode  which  I 
propose  to  adopt  for  the  collection  of  thia 
tax.  The  property  tax  was  collected  and 
assessed  by  that  act,  and  it  will  be  col- 
lected and  assessed  now  under  the  general 
regulatbn  applicable  to  the  collection  and 
raising  of  the  assessed  taxes,  and  the  land. 
Ux.  There  are  in  each  county  in  Eng- 
land, certain  persons  known  by  the  namo 
of  the  commissioners  of  land-tax.  Those 
commissioners  of  the  land*tax  will  be 
empowered,  and  required  to  appoint, 
speaking  generally,  from  their  own  body« 
but  they  will  not  be  limited  in  the  selee* 
tion  to  themselves,  certain  commissiooers, 
to  be  called  coramiMioners  for  general 
purposes.  Those  commissioners  for  gene- 
ral purposes  will  have  to  select  others, 
to  be  called  additional  commissioners* 
Those  additional  commissioners  were  not 
limited  in  the  act,  but  generally  two  were 
appointed,  and  those  twoi  had  the  charge 
of  the  assessment  on  property.  I  need 
not  enter  into  the  mode  in  which  B^nk 
stock.  East- India  stock,  and  atock  lo  other 
public  companiea  will  be  assessed,  but  I 
may  say,  generally,  that  I  shall  adhere  to 
the  provisions  of  the  oki  law.  As  far  aa 
the  loterfereoce  of  the  Government  •s«*on. 
eerned,  the  duty  will  be  placed  under  the 
general  auptrintendeDCt  of  the  office  of 
Suapa  MM  Tta€i»  asd  tbcir  officers,  m 
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ht  as  the;  arc  available  i»  all  the  duties 
coDuected  witli  the  mode  in  which  the  lax 
is  to  be  levied.  The  local  commiiiionerB 
will  appoint  aiseawrs  who  will  deliver,  at 
a  certain  time,  blank  foraii,  withia  the 
distTicts  Tor  whicli  they  act,  with  minute 
inittuctiant  how  they  arc  lo  be  filled  up. 
Every  person  will  have  to  make  an  accu- 
rate return  of  the  property  derived  from 
land,  from  tbc  rents  of  houses,  and  from 
other  property  included  in  schedule  A. 
With  respect  to  the  profits  derived  from 
trade,  tbc  proviiioni  of  the  act  of  1806,  I 
propose  to  retaiu,  and  the  income  nill  be 
returned  on  an  average  of  the  three  years 
preceding ;  but,  of  course,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  make  special  provision  for  those 
instances  in  which  the  trade  shall  not  have 
been  carried  on  for  three  years,  which  1 
need  not  now  detail.  The  general  princi- 
ple will  be  10  estimate  the  profits  on  an 
average  of  the  three  yean.  With  respect 
to  the  income  derived  from  profcisions, 
they  are  lo  be  calculated  upon  the  profit 
of  the  preceding  year.  I  really,  Sir,  be- 
lieve, that  the  chief  difBculty  will  arise 
from  Uic  tocomc  in  schedule  D,  the  in- 
come derived  from  trades  and  professions. 
I  believe  it  is  with  respect  to  itiat  income, 
the  inquisitorial  power  in  mainly  objected 
to.  With  reipcct  lo  incomes  derived  from 
the  public  funds,  there  will  be  no  necessity 
for  this  inquisition,  the  amount  is  easily 
ascertained,  and  few  who  have  this  pro- 
perly, will  deprecate  the  mode  of  ascer- 
tainiug  it.  Under  an  uct,  too,  recently 
passed,  I  refer  to  Mr.  Poulelt  Scrupe's 
Act,  the  valuation  of  land  a  tolciubly 
well  known.  It  will,  llieii,  be  K^ncrally 
conceded,  that  the  chief  force  of  the  ob- 
jection as  to  the  inquisitorial  nature  of  the 
assessment,  will  apply  to  iiicomo  derived 
from  trade,  and  to  professional  income. 
1,  then,  propose,  that  the  return  shall  be 
sent  tu  ilie  assistaat-commissioDers,  and 
that  it  shuuld  be  accessible  lu  the  surveyor, 
acting  on  iht  part  of  the  (tovernmcnt. 
With  respect  to  the  additional  commii- 
sionirs,  tlierc  will  be  various  regulations, 
and  they  will  be  sworn  to  iecri;Gy.  The 
return  is  to  be  sent  lo  tbent  sealed  up,  it 
is  to  be  impeded  by  them,  and  it  will  be 
cuni]ieient  for  them,  or  Tut  the  surveyor 
acting  on  the  part  of  the  Ciovernroent,  to 
make  a  surcharge  on  thai  assessment. 
Then,  as  the  law  stood  in  the  year  leOti, 
an  appejl  j^inst  the  surcharge  could  be 
be  made  to  the  head  of  the  general  body 
otcommiaiioncn,  ciUed  the  conuauaioa- 


ers  for  general  purpoaea.  1  mj  wiU  hmtt 
the  appeal,  and  have  the  yowm  ft  d^ 
manding  precise  iubnuBtion  u  ts  tha 
nature  of  the  property.  1  bopa,  Uat  I 
shall  be  able  lo  retain  that  \ 
cause  ihe  policy  of  the  lav  1 
been  with  respect  to  the  iManM  l>mh 
and  it  was  the  priocipla  with  napMl  •• 
the  propertT-tai,  not  to  mke  (ha  eeli^ 
tioD  depencT  upon  the  will  of  the  ( 
ment,  because  it  waathoaght  man  < 
eat  with  constitutioiial  (aw,  to  wtfHl  tk* 
amount  to  local  partiea,  aod  llM  ihaM 
who  may  have  the  cmfidanca  of  llnir 
neighbours  shall  be  ciD{dond  tot  thii  pop* 
pose.  I  propose,  Sir,  to  leave  Iho  piofk 
sion  of  the  law  in  this  reipcct  antowlaii. 
Although,  however,  it  ia  nore  oaMie(> 
ent  with  former  usage  U  Miploj  laiei 
parties  in  each  ncighbonrhood  MorilMl 
the  tax,  yet  a  great  objection  hoe  hoai 
raised  to  their  silting  in  eppcal  od  |ka 
afTsirs  of  Iheir  immediate  neigbbene^  J| 
has  been  peculiarly  objectM  tliol  it  lo 
inexpedient  to  produce  before  dieir  nii^ 
hours,  or  those  who  might  ataad  towesli 
themselves  in  the  relalioB  of  frieodeor  sf 
personal  or  political  enemiat,  thoee  ■•• 
counts,  and  divulging  to  ibem  Ihcit  toM 
state.  I  propose,  therefore;  to  Ofpotat 
other  persons,  snd  to  give  id  oplioo  to  ihs 
parties.  I  propose  that  the  Tkx<aC« 
should  appoint  a  cettain  naabar  of  pei^ 
sons  to  be  named  special  coBBieeiaMak 
and  I  propose  that  these  special  eamm^ 
siuners  shall  have  all  the  powers  of  hiH> 
ing  appeals  which  the  nmiiiisiniiBo  |h 
gcnersi  purposes  possessed  uodcr  iIm  m| 
of  1806.  I  propose  that  tba  pan|  A^ 
have  full  power  of  going  bclbn  ibo  eo^ 
miltee  of  general  purpoMS  if  ibej  wm 
pleased,  but  if  they  prcicrred  ii  the  -f  |imI 
might  be  heard  by  the  specisl 
sioners  under  the  control  (rf  the 
niuiil,  and  appointed  by  the  Tax- 
wliich  commisiioneis  will  be  awn 
sectL-cy.  1  propcac,  then,  that,  i 
option  of  the  party,  the  ipixd  ■ 
heard  by  these  special  commisel 
The  decision  that  these  ipscia' 
sioners  may  come  to  will  of 
tioal.  Ii  lias  not  appeared  to  a 
s;iry  to  extend  this  optioo  bey( 
who  make  returns  from  property 
in  schedule  D.  When,  Sir,  i  an 
this,  of  course  I  reserve  to  mjedf 
riglit  lo  alter  it.  There  is.  1  tecr,  • 
position  to  blame  the  Gove  imaat  if. 
nuke  Mj  tltentioa 
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•ulMnit  to  the  Houfc.     1  trust  that  with 
respect  to  minute  matters,  after  seeing  a 
variety  of  persons,  the   House  will   not 
make  it  a  subject  of  reflection,  if,  having 
a  great  lobject  to  deal  with,  1  may  alter 
the  details  ;  I  am  sure  that  in  matters  of 
principle   there  will   be  little  for  me  to 
alter,  but  in  matters  of  detail  I  reserve  to 
myself  the  right  of  making  use  of  any  | 
information  I  may  receive,  in  order  to  form 
a  satisfactory  arrangement  upon  this  sub- . 
ject,  and  full  power  of  making  any  altera- 
tion which  1  may  be  satisfied  is  consistent  { 
with  public  policy.    Then,  Sir,  1  hope  to  • 
be  able  to  include  in  the  new  act  some 
provisions  which  are  not  in  the  old  act  of 
1806 ;  1  hope  to  be  enabled,  with  respect 
to  parties  who  have  been  once  in  the  re- 
turns, whether  in  respect  to  the  income 
from  trades  on  an  average  of  three  years, 
or  to  the  proBts  of  professions   for  one 
year,     to     make    an    arrangement    by 
which  they  may  be  able  to  compound  for 
their  assessment.     1  am  sure  that  every 
endeavour  ought  to  be  made  to  guard 
against  evasion,  since  one  great  objection 
to  the  Income-tax  is,  that  it  will  fall  with 
peculiar  severity  upon  those  who  are  de- 
termined to  act  honestly.     We  ought  to 
endeavour,  if  we  can,  to  avoid  entailing 
peculiar  severity  on  any  one,  if  this  act 
and  if  this  Income  tax   is  to  pass ;  we 
ought  to    give  every  advantage  to  the 
honest  man,  and  to  use  every  prevention 
against  fraud  or  evasion.     I  hope  to  be 
enabled  to  introduce  sooie  provision  which 
will  make  one  return  endure  for  the  whole 
time  of  the  act.     I  do  not  say  that  in  all 
cases  it  ought  to  be  obligatory  on  the 
office  of  stamps  and  taxes  to  admit  a 
composition ;  but  when  they  believe  that 
the  person  as  assessed  is  properly  taxed,  1 
think,  with  the  addition  of  some  such 
addition    as    the  51.  per  cent,    on  the 
assessed  taxes,  we  can,  by  some  mode  or 
other,  make  some  easy  provision  to  enable 
the  tax  to  be  payable  once  for  all.    Id 
making  this  statement,  I  do  not  bind  my- 
self to  all  the  special  provisions.    I  think 
that  we  may  have  recourse  to  some  things 
which  may  be  a  great  improvement,  with- 
out acting  with  any  undue  severity.    The 
House,  therefore,  will  see  that  these  are 
two  main  provisions  in  this  act  which  are 
not  in  the  other.    In  the  first  place,  if  the 
appeal  to  the  local  commissioners  shall  be 
objected  to,  as  leading  to  a  dtsclosare  of 
pnvate  affairs,  I  propose  to  give  as  an 
pptioa  of  which  the  party  ma j  atail  him* 


self,  to  go  before  the  special  commission- 
ers appointed  by  the  Government,  sworn 
to  secrecy,  who  may  hear  all  parties,  and 
determine  the  appeal.    And  in  the  second 
place  I  propose,  if  pouible,  that  facilities 
shall  he  given  for  compounding  for  the 
payment  of  the  tax,  that  composition  to 
endure  for  the  whole  period  of  three  years. 
1  believe.  Sir,  that  I  have  now  answered 
the  question  put  to  me  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.     I  do  not  apprehend  tliat  the 
present  establishment  of  the  stamps  and 
taxes  will  be  suflicient  for  the  additional 
duties  I  impose  on  them.     All  I  say  is^ 
that  every  effort  shall  be  made,  in  the 
appointment  of  additional  oflicers,  that 
their  general  character  shall  be  a  suflBcieot 
guarantee  for  the  integrity  with  which 
they  shall  perform  their  duties,  and  every 
endeavour  shall  be  made  to  prcfent  a  per* 
manent  increase  or  encumbrance  upon  the 
country  of  officers,  who  I  trust  will  be 
employed  for  a  merely  temporary  purpose. 
There  is  only  one  other  provision  proposed 
by  me  on  which  I  with  to  touch.     It  was 
included  in  one  of  the  acts  relating  to  the 
property- tax,  I   think  the  act  of  1806. 
Many  persons  did  object  to  payment  to 
the  collectors  of  the  sums  due  from  them  on 
account  of  the  property  tax ;  it  was  said 
that  although  there  was  no  inquiry  as  to 
the  property,  it  was  still  painful  to  some 
that  a  person  in  the  immediate  netghlx>ur- 
hood  should  be  privy  to  the  payment,  from 
which  they  might  infer  the  return  that  had 
been  made  of  the  amount  of  the  property. 
I  propose  that  a  party  wishing  to  make  a 
payment  may  do  so  without  giving  hit 
name  into  the  Bank  of  England  on  account 
of  the  property-tax.  That  was  a  provision 
in  the  act  of  Lord  Greoville,  and  I  mMt 
refer  to  that.    1  hope  that  as  the  branches 
of  the  Dank  of  England   have  become 
numerous,  that  as  the  ramifications  of  the 
Bank  of  England  become  more  extended 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  parties 
may   have   the   advantage    of    making 
these    payments    with    infinitely  greater 
ease    than    if    the    place    of    payment 
was  confined  to  the  principal  office  of  the 
Bank  of  England  in  London.    A  ques- 
tion, Sir,  was  put  to  me  respecting  ter* 
minable  annuities,  and  I  was  asked  whe- 
ther I  proposed  any  reduction  in  the  rate 
of  duty  on  terminable  annuities  as  com* 
pared  with  incomes  derived  from  stock. 
Now,  I. am  bound  to  say,  that  I  do  not 
intend  to  make  any  such  reduction.    The 
propoaal  wbicb  I  makt  ia  a  propoaal  fcr  % 
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tax  on  the  income  of  this  country ;  and  if 
J  once  begin  to  make  a  distinction  with 
respect  to  different  kinds  of  income,  it  will 
be  absolutely  necessary  that  I  should 
abandon  the  Income-tax.  If  the  Bank  of 
England— if  the  owners  of  terminable 
annuities  were  to  be  exeropied — if  a  dis- 
tinction were  to  be  made  in  favour  of 
those  who  are  comparatively  wealthy 
and  affluent,  I  think  that  I  could  easily 
show  that  the  remission  must  be  made 
to  a  much  greater  extent  than  hon. 
Gentlemen  may  perhaps  be  inclined  to 
think.  If  there  is  to  be  an  Income-tax  at 
all,  it  must  be  uniformly  laid  upon  all 
income,  and  in  no  case  whatever  can  1 
allow  a  distinction  to  be  drawn.  There- 
fore, whatever  inconvenience  1  may  suffer 
from  it  in  argument,  I  am  bound  not  to 
admit  the  justice  of  an  alteration  of  the 
bill  with  respect  to  terminable  annuities. 
With  regard  to  them,  there  was  no  dis- 
tinction made  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  1798 — no 
distinction  was  made  in  the  act  of  180G. 
I  am  aware  that  the  terminable  annuities 
bad  at  that  time  a  much  longer  period  to 
run ;  but  still  the  principle  is  the  same, 
and  the  tax  was  laid  on  terminable  annui- 
iiea.  At  that  time  there  were  also  Exchequer 
annuities,  and  which  were  then  in  much  the 
same  position  as  are  the  terminable  an- 
nuities now.  The  tax  I  propose  is  3  per 
cent,  upon  income,  and  from  that  tax  no 
remission  or  reduction  can  be  made  on 
account  of  any  clau  who  arc  thought 
at  all  competent  to  pay  it.  1  now  leave 
this  question  with  the  House.  The  noble 
Lord  intends,  and  I  am  glad  to  hear 
it,  to  ask  by  vote  for  the  determina- 
tion of  the  House,  and  1  hope  that  that 
determination  will  be  expresited  at  as  early 
a  perio<l  as  is  consistent  with  the  due  deli- 
beraiioD  on  so  important  a  matter.  By 
your  vote  upon  this  measure,  you  will  ex- 
press your  opinions  of  the  whole  financial 
policy  uf  the  year,  and  by  that  vote  the 
determination  of  the  question  in  whose 
hands  the  Government  of  this  countrv 
shall  be  placed,  if  the  House  thinks  it 
desirable  to  support  the  principle  of  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  .1.  Russell), and  the  mea- 
sures which  be  proposes— if  it  thinks  that 
by  imposing  a  fixed  duty  upon  com,  and 
by  reducing  the  duty  on  foreign  sugar,  it 
will  meet  the  difficulties  by  which  the 
country  is  at  present  surrounded— if  it 
adopts  these  principles,  and  rejects  those 
which  1  have  recommended,  then  the  ad- 
ministratioo  of  ibe  afitin  of  Govtrameot 


will  again  change  hands*       ,  tor  ..^•n., 
I  am  not  prepared  now— con  lidtriof  Clw 

question  of  slavery,  coosidt ig  th« 

pects  of  suuply,  the  condition  of 

nies,  and  the  other  important 

crowd  themselret  apon  one's  mnd  m  to* 

viewing  subjecta  of  such  |eMial  i 

—considering  all  tbeae  Ihuifa,  1 1 

now  prepared  to  advise  a  raniiiMM  of  iho 

duties  upon  foreign  sugar,  and  not  hriw 

so  prepared,  I  cannot  advise  a  nmmmm  m 

the  duties  on  the  sugar  of  oar 

The  more  I  look  at  thiaqoeition,tlM 

I  consider  the  amount  of  the  muk  lehn 

raised,  the  more  confident  am  I  IhMlhn 

best  measure  now  to  be  adopted  ie  in 

resort  to  a  tax  upon  income  ratner  thnn  In 

impose  a  tax  upon  those  articlea  of  oacien 

and  customs  to  which  I  have  lefcfindt  nni 

upon  which  an  abatement  of  the  dmian 

has  of  late  years  been  made.    I  ~ 

that  such  an  attempt  would  far 

turb  the  application  of  capital  and  tkn 

operations  of  active  industry  than  «il  n 

call  upon  each  individual  to  pay  31.  nnl  of 

every  100/.     I  have  a  strong 

that  the  great  mass  of  the  lower 

will  consider  the  voluntary 

of  Parliament  to  accept  for  t 

and  to  impose  upon  the  wealth  of  Ikn 

country  this  tax  for  the  purpoee  of 

ing  its  burdens — I  have  a  strong 

tion  that  it  will  be  generally  haiwd 


part  of  the  country,  as  a  stiong  ninnf  of 
the  determination  of  the  npper  daaaon  m 
bear  their  fair  share  of  taxation.  AhkodgAi 

llindfil 


1  admit  that  the  tax  may 

tional  severity  on  account  of  the  n 

nature  of  profits  on  that  property 

is  derived  from  trade  and  profiwion 

when   I  consider  that  one  of  Iho 

objects  of  this  measure  ia  to  radi 

duties  upon  the  raw  materiab  of 

tion,  and  that  such  a  reduction  wil 

the  best  chance  fur  a  revival  of 

I  cannot  but  think  that  the  n 

work  for  the  especial  advantage  of  thoen 

are  connected  with  the  trade  of  the 

As  to  ihoM  who  hold  land,  or  theoi 

rive  their  incomes  from  profssiioni,  I 

confident  expectation  that  by 

cost  of  living  1  shall  compensato 

a  great  part  of  their  biirden»   bnl   if  I 

may  not  offer  them  that 

if  by  consenting  to  such  a 

of  throwing  it  upon  the  t      dee  of 

sumption,  they  diminish  tne 

ments   of  tl        coui     ft  i     ^ 

tboee  whoarei  a 
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lie  mind  the  means  of  crL*ating  dtflcontentt 
and  disunion — if  ihcy  effect  tfiis,  surely 
the  compensation  they  will  reoeive  will  he 
ample.  I  hope  that  my  eipectations  as  to 
the  revival  of  trade  in  three  years  will  not 
he  disappointed— that  my  anticipations  as 
to  the  temporary  character  of  this  tax  will 
be  realised.  Then,  when  that  happy  lime 
arrives,  when  we  shall  be  enabled  to  dis- 
pense with  this  tax,  then  shall  we  find  a 
revival  of  commerce  and  of  industry,  and 
then  shall  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  con- 
templating; a  people  contented  and  united, 
from  the  proof  they  will  have  received 
that  those  in  the  highest  stations,  and 
those  who  are  comparatively  affluent,  are 
prepared,  in  a  crisis  of  commercial  and 
financial  difficulty,  to  bear  their  full  por- 
tion of  any  char]g;e  which  the  exi^ncies 
of  the  country  may  render  necessary.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  concluded  by  moving 
the  following  resolution : — 

^  Tliat  it  is  the  opininn  of  this  coromittcef 
that,  towards  raising  the  supply  granted  to  her 
Majesty,  there  t>e  cnarged  annually,  during  a 
term  to  t>e  limited,  the  several  rates  and  duties 
fallowing,  that  is  to  say  :— 

^  For  and  in  respect  of  the  property  in  any 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  and  for 
and  10  respect  of  every  annuity,  pension,  or 
stipend,  payable  by  bvr  Majesty,  or  out  of  the 

Jmblic  revenue  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and 
or  and  in  respect  of  all  interest  of  money, 
anuuitiest,  diridends,  and  shares  of  annuities 
payable  to  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  poli- 
tic or  corporate,  companies  or  societies,  whe- 
ther corporate  or  not  corporate ;  and  for 
and  in  respect  of  the  annual  profits  or  gains 
arising  or  accruing  to  any  person  or  persons 
whatever,  resident  in  Great  Britain,  from 
any  kind  of  property  whatever,  whether  situa- 
ate  in  Great  Bntain  or  else  where,  or  from 
stipend  or  any  annuities,  allowances,  or 
from  any  profession,  trade,  or  vocation, 
whether  the  same  shall  be  respectively  ex- 
ercised in  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere;  and 
for  and  in  respect  of  the  anuual  profits  or 
gains  arising  aiid  accruing  to  any  person  or 
persons  not  resident  withm  Great  Britain, 
from  any  property  whatever  in  Great  Bntain, 
or  from  any  trade,  profession,  or  vocation, 
exercised  in  Great  Britain ;  for  every  20t.  of 
the  annual  value  or  amount  thereof,  7(L 

**  For  and  m  respect  of  tiM  occupation  of  any 
lands,  teoeoMnU,  or  bcrediUmenU  (other  than 
a  dwelling-house  occupied  by  a  tenant  distinct 
from  a  htm  of  lands),  for  every  301.  of  the 
annual  value  thereof,  3|d!.* 

On  the  queatiou  being  put, 

Mr.  Laboueken:  I  am  Tcrr  aeosiblc 
bow  difficult  it  it  for  ro«,  after  tha  speech 
of  the  right  hoiu  Genllamui»  to  obuia 


the  attention  of  the  House,  but  I  trust 
for  their  indulgence  while  1  offer  a  few 
observations  in  discharge  of  my  duty.  1 
would  not  at  this  hour  trouble  the  House 
if  I  really  did  not  feel,  after  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  it  is  incum- 
bent on  me  to  offer  some  remarks.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  began  by  saying, 
that  although  my  noble  Friend  (Lord  J. 
Russell)  fleclared  be  would  give  the  pro- 
position for  an  Income-tax  the  fullest 
consideration,  and  act  in  such  a  manner 
as  should  be  best  for  the  general  iotcreatt 
of  the  country,  still  he  heard  that  decla- 
ration with  incredulity ;  for  he  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  noble  Lord  had  made 
up  hu  mind  to  oppose  this  tax,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  went  on  further  totay 
he  was  perfectly  convinced  that  whatever 
had  been  the  nature  of  the  financial  ope- 
rations of  the  Government ;  whatever  taxee 
thev  had  proposed ;  whatever  course  they 
had  taken,  the  noble  Lord  and  those  who 
voted  with  him  were  prepared  to  oppose 
the  plan.  I  will  not  retort  imputatiooa 
of  that  kind  upon  the  right  boo.  Baronet, 
I  am  ready  to  give  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  justice  which  be  has  refused  to 
my  noble  Friend ;  and  strongly  aa  I  obfect 
to  the  course  which  the  right  hioa.  Baronet 
has  taken,  1  am  willing  to  say  that  I  be- 
lieve that  he  has  taken  it  from  motives 
worthy  of  the  first  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
and  that  be  has  not  resorted  to  it  without 
thinking  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country.  1  think«  however,  that  such  impu- 
tations came  with  peculiarly  bad  grace  from 
the  right  hon.  Baronet.  It  was  trve  he  had 
been  all  his  life  opposed  to  the  pirty  which 
was  now  arrayed  against  him,  but  he  bad 
some  opportunities  of  seeing  the  manner  in 
which  It  had  acted;  and  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  must  reoollect  occasions,  ndtber 
few  nor  unimportant,  when  my  noble 
Friend,  and  thoee  who  act  with  him,  had 
concurred  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
when  great  interests  were  at  stake,  in 
supporting  measures  which  the  right  boa. 
Gentleman  believed  were  for  the  beoeflt 
of  the  country,  at  tioses  when  his  own 
supporters  had  openly  deaerted  him,  or 
given  bim  butve^  lukewarm  aasistaoce. 
When  that  recurs  to  my  reoollection,  I 
most  confess  my  surprise  at  bearing  the 
taunt  of  the  right  boo.  OentiNoan, 
which  was  coually  unmerited  nod  nn* 
called  for.  The  right  boo.  Gentleman 
went  on  to  tntrodnoe  various  extimneooe 
topics  relating  to  tbo  policy  of  the  kin 
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Gofernroent  into  which  I  thall  not 
enter,  as  they  might  divert  the  attention 
of  the  House  from  the  great  question 
l>efore  ir,  which  is  itself  quite  enough 
without  mixing  up  other  questions.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  also  expressed  sur- 
prise at  the  course  which  my  Friends 
around  me  have  resolved  to  pursue.  But 
I  recollect  the  language  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  used  on  no  very 
distant  occasion  with  regard  to  a  property - 
tax.  I  recollect  on  that  occasion,  when 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  two  millions  and 
a  half,  and  the  House  was  called  upon  to 
make  good  that  deficiency,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  said,  and  it  was  on  the  debate  of 
the  budget  in  1840,  that  on  a  comparison 
of  the  present  estimated  expenditure  with 
the  revenue  there  was  a  deficiency  of 
2,300,000/.,  but  that  the  attempt  to  raise 
that  small  sum  (the  deficiency  did  not 
then  appear  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  so 
tremendous  as  the  present  deficiency,)  by 
a  property-tax,  or  a  tax  on  articles  of 
general  consumption  would  not  be  ad- 
visable, therefore  upon  the  whole  he  gave 
a  preference  to  the  plan  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I  do  not  complain  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  changed  his 
opinion,  but  in  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  there  was  a  tone  of  ex- 
aggeration as  to  the  financial  and  political 
difficulties  of  the  country,  which,  coming 
from  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  might  pro- 
duce a  very  dangerous  effect  in  foreign 
countries,  and  which  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net's desire  to  persuade  the  House  to 
accept  this  unpalatable  impost  ought  not 
to  have  induced  him  to  use.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  said, — 

**  Talk  of  a  peace-tax — are  we  not  now 
engaged  in  a  war  which  will  require  the  utmost 
exertions  of  this  country." 

Now,  1  confess,  that  to  hear  this  lan- 
guage from  a  Minister  of  that  country 
which  grappled,  and  successfully  grappled, 
with  united  Europe — which  had  struggled 
with,  and  in  the  struggle  had  overcome 
the  greatest  conqueror  of  modern  times ; 
to  hear  a  Member  of  this  country  talk  of 
the  inroads  of  the  barbarians  of  Aflghan, 
and  the  weak  attacks  of  China  as  a  state 
of  war  which  calls  for  the  imposition  of  a 
war-tax,  is  to  hold  language  calculated  to 
excite  regret  and  surprise,  if  it  does  not 
give  rise  to  a  stronger  feeling;  and  1 
cannot  help  thinking  from  this,  and  the 

whola  tone  of  bis  apeccb,  that  though  bo 


professed  to  believe  that         tax  woM  ks 
well  received  by  the  coooiry,  leeottld  aoC 
but  feel  the  conviction,  at  the  atne  time^ 
that  this  unjust  tax— for  so  I  will  call  it"^ 
must  be  most  repulsive ;  that  then 
necessity  to  colour   the   picUire 
highly,  or  it  would  be  very  dilBrall  to 
persuade  this  House  and  the  covnlry  to 
adopt  it.    I  fairly  admit,  for  aiy  omm 
part,  that  I  continue  to  believe  thtt  if  tha 
measures  which  were  propoaed  hat  jpitr 
had  passed  in  the  then  cooditioB  of  the 
country,  a  most  favourable  reaalt  wo«M 
have  been  produced.  I  regret  their  fiiilm^ 
and  I  believe  that  if  a  commeicial 
law,  and  the  sugar  law  which  wai 
proposed,  had  been  tried,  a  resvlt  wo«M 
have  been  produced  differeDt  to  thai  iar 
the  consequences  of  which  we  are  aov 
called  on  to  provide ;  and  I  regret  thai  I 
was  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  doiaf 
that  of  which  I  had  given  notice,  naaaely, 
of  proposing  a  plan  of  an  improved  taril^ 
a  year's  operation  of  which   I  am  per- 
suaded would  have  materially  beaeBttei 
the  position  of  our  finaocea.    l  aaj  thai  I 
regret  the  state  of  things  which  exiala  oa 
this  subject,  because,  had  ihecooraewhick 
we  proposed  been  adopted,  we  ahoald  aov 
have  come  to  the  consideratioa  of  thia 
question  with  a  greater  advantage  thaa  «a 
can  now  do;    but  1   am  perfectly  pio* 
pared    to  own   for  myself  that  I 
much  doubt  whether,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  country,  joa  caa,  bf 
any  mere  modification  of  dotiea,  fiurlw 
meet  the  public  exigencies  which  exteL  I 
also  think  that  it  is  the  dutv  of  this  Hoaaa^ 
from  the   moment  they  believe  tbia^  to 
take  care  that  by  taxation  of  aooM  aort,  U 
it  can   be  done  by  no  other  modit^  tba 
exigencies  may  be  supplied,  and  the 
ciencies  may  be  met.    Therefore,  I 
the  House  will  not  run  away  with  the  k 
that  there  is  not  a  desire  on  thia  aide  of 
the  House,  as  strong  as  that  which  < 
on  the  benches  opposite,  to  take 
measures  as  the  public  credit  and  tha 
safety  of  this  country  demand,  to 
our  revenue  on  a  footing  satiaAictory 
honourable  to  the  nation.     But  m 
point  of  view  the  right  hon.  Baroael 
right  in  saying  that  a  compariiOB  ought 
be  instituted  between  our  scheme  and  that 
now  before  Parliament,  and  I  will  dioar 
how  this  may  be.    The  right  hon.  Baioaal 
admitted,  I  think,  that  if  the  Corn-law 
which  we  prop        %       to     caified 
and  oar  law  wi     re]         to  tha 
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duties  were  to  be  alto  carriedi  an  locome- 
tax  would  not  be  necessary.  I  bope  tbis 
will  be  well  understood  by  the  country  as 
well  as  by  the  committee,  that  whatever 
hon.  Gentlemen  may  think  of  the  existing 
Corn-law,  and  of  the  sugar  duties,  we  are 
indebted  to  them  for  this  Income-tax. 
[  Cheer sJ]  I  see  the  hon.  Baronet,  i  he  Mem- 
ber for  Devon,  (SirT.  D.  Acland)  cheers ; 
he  seems  to  say,  rather  than  have  the  Corn- 
law  altered,  it  is  better  to  submit  to  the 
Income-tax ;  but  1  very  much  doubt, 
whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the  landed 
gentry  of  the  country  on  this  subject,  the 
country  at  large  will  agree  with  me,  and 
when  they  bear  the  ad  captandum  argu- 
ments on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  of 
this  being  a  proposal  in  favour  of  the 
poor  man,  and  find  that  it  presses  most 
severely  on  the  great  masses  of  this  coun- 
try, I  think  that  when  the  poor  man,  and 
the  man  of  small  property,  come  to  un- 
derstand that  if  commercial  reform  had 
been  carried  to  its  proper  extent,  and  the 
high  protective  duties  now  existing  had 
been  uken  off,  a  result  would  have  been 
produced  extremely  beneficial  to  them, 
their  belief  will  be  that  the  Government 
has  not  decided  this  point  in  the  manner 
most  favourable  to  them.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  has  stated,  amongst  other  reasons 
which  he  has  given  for  asking  the  House 
to  aeree  to  these  taxes,  that  it  would 
aflford  him  an  opportunity  of  trying  on  an 
extended  scale  the  effecu  of  a  liberal  and 
improved  commercial  policy.  I  confess 
myself,  strong  as  are  my  objections  to 
an  Income-tax.  and  deeply  as  I  feel  the 
evils  likely  to  result  from  adopting  such  a 
tax  in  the  time  of  peace,  yet  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  bad  come  forward 
with  a  really  bold  and  just  measure  of 
commercial  policy,  not  operating  too 
strongly  upon  the  weak  and  defenceless, 
and  leaving  unscathed  the  great  interests 
of  the  colonies  and  the  landowners  of  this 
country,  if  he  had  brought  forward  his  In- 
come-tax on  any  such  grounds,  and  had 
said,  **  I  propose  this  measure,  the  effect 
of  which  1  have  no  doubt  will  be  salutary, 
but  in  the  mean  time,  too,  1  am  bound  to 
place  the  finances  of  the  country  in  a 
proper  position,  might  have  been  disposed 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  such  a  course. 
But,  when  I  look  to  the  me«isures  which 
he  has  brought  forward,  1  cannot  say  that 
I  think  them  entitled  to  the  character  which 
he  has  given  them.  I  remember  that,  on 
the  discossion  upoo  the  question  of  the 


Cora-laws,  my  noble  Friend  the  Member 
for  Liverpool  (Viscount  Sandon)  said 
that,  looking  to  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  a  fixed  duty  such  as  that  advo* 
cated  by  my  noble  Friend  would  be  better 
than  the  plan  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  It  was  admitted,  and  no  one 
ran  deny  it,  that,  looking  to  that  only, 
the  proposal  uf  the  right  hon.  Baronet  is 
not  found  on  a  good  principle,  end  there* 
fore,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  cannot  say 
that  this  is  a  measure  which  he  can  take 
as  a  measure  to  relieve  the  manufactures 
of  the  country.  I  pass  by  the  total  omis- 
sion of  any  alteration  being  proposed  with 
regard  to  the  sugar  duties;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  1  cannot  help  saying  this,  that 
it  does  give  me  the  greatest  concern  to 
find  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  after 
having  taken  a  general  review  of  the  cir^ 
cumstances  of  the  country,  should  hava 
come  to  a  conclusion,  that  it  is  desirable 
to  re-model  the  commercial  code,  without 
effecting  any  alteration  with  regard  to 
these  duties.  I  will  not  repeat  the  argu- 
ments which  were  used  by  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  upon  this  point,  but,  I  ask,  what 
is  the  effect  of  the  existing  state  of  things? 
It  is  not  the  West  Indies  which  supply 
our  demand  for  sugar,  we  derive  that  s«p» 
ply  from  the  East  Indies,  where  there  is 
an  immense  sugar  interest  gradoallv,  hot 
rapidly,  growing  up.  If  I  believed  that 
this  would  be  a  permanent  system,  I 
should  rejoye  in  it.  No  one  can  be  mora 
alive  than  I  am  to  the  importance  of  the 
increasing  sugar  trade  of  the  East  Indies ; 
but  it  is  because  I  believe  that  it  is  moat 
valuable  that  I  regret  its  artificial  growth, 
seeing,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  raising  itself  on  the 
rotten  foundation  of  monopoly,  and  not 
on  the  sure  and  firm  basis  of  a  moderate 
protection.  And  there  is  another  reason 
which  makes  me  regret  this.  It  is  well 
known  that  France  is  about  to  alter  its 
laws  with  regard  to  sugar — to  allow  foreigo 
sugar  to  be  introduced  into  its  territory. 
By  doing  so,  it  will  obtain  a  great  advao* 
tage ;  the  markets  of  the  Brazils,  of  Cuba, 
and  of  .lava  will  be  open  to  it ;  and  there- 
fore I  regret  the  course  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  has  taken  in  reference  to 
this  portion  of  his  scheme,  when  there  is 
thb  additional  reason  for  altering  our 
law.  With  regard  to  the  scheme  of  the 
tariff  proposed,  without  denying  that 
there  is  much  that  b  highly  beneficial 
in  it,  I  cannot  but  say,  that  it  appeara 
to  me,  as  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  hsd 
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wiibed  to  render  bit  deficiency  u  Urge 
u  ha  could,  from  the  reckleu  manner 
io  which  the  re*enua  of  the  country  ii 
Hcrlficed.  I  do  not  think,  that  it 
ever  entered  into  the  mind  or  a  miniiler 
before,  to  give  up  looking  to  the  colonial 
timber  trade  at  a  mean*  of  tome  revenue, 
and  I  mull  conaider  the  course  whiih 
the  light  hon.  Baronet  haa  adopted  aa 
moit  reckleu  and  uoadtiaabie.  I  will 
now  come  to  that  part  of  the  meaaure  on 
whirh  the  right  hoc.  BaroneL  mainly  de- 
pend*, in  order  to  render  ihin  plan  of  hi* 
pataiubie  to  the  commercial  and  manufac- 
lurihg  inleteata  of  the  country — to  the  im- 
|)roved  tariff  which  he  laid  upon  the  Table 


oftlie  Hot 
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man  of  the  extreme  ditKculty  of  a  taak, 
auch  at  that  undertaken  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  and  I  can  ataure  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  that  neither  now  nor  hereafier 
will  I  raiie  objection*  to  any  taritfof  the 
principle  of  which  1  approve,  of  an  unjuit 
or  a  factious  character,  and  1  am  willing, 
therefore,  to  admit  that  there  are  parln  of 
thi*  tariff  which  involve  very  material  and 
important  improvemenla  in  our  commer- 
cial ijratcm.  But  there  i*  one  principle 
which  pervade*  it,  which,  in  my  opiuion, 
is  fatal  to  it,  and  so  erroneous,  that  it  ic 
my  belief,  if  the  House  should  unfortu- 
nutely  adopt  it,  that  it  uould  outweigh 
all  the  benefita  likely  to  result  from  the 
remainder  of  the  taiin.     I  allude  to  those 

Eoiola  which  have  been  already  adverted  to 
y  my  noble  and  right  hon  Friends  near 
me.  I  am  speaking  of  ilic  cxieniion  of  the 
principle  or  colonial  protection  to  every 
article  which  can  he  ihou^lil  of.  I  beg  I 
may  not  be  iiii(uiittcr«tuud.  1  have  nevtr 
been  uiic  of  tlioie  wlio  ile*iru  that  no  pro- 
fert'iicc  slioulit  bt:  ^ivcn  lo  iiur  colonial 
produce  in  uur  maikeii.  I  think  I  see 
many  ailv.itiiagei  in  |;ivii>;;  a  moderate 
proit'Ctiun  bv  a  t;i\  lo  many  article*,  the 
pioiluctinn  iif  tlif  oulunivB  :  but  ttie  prin> 
riple  wImcIi  the  ri):)<t  hon.  liiirouet  iiulwut 
to  adopt,  it  <|uitc  dilicreiit  rn>m  ihif.  The 
riglii  boil.  B.iroiict't  prini:i)ili;  wuuld  ex- 
lend  to  every  tliiii|;,  ti>  cvrry  iirlicle  in  the 
world  in  which  wi>  iridc  wiih  the  colonies. 
1'he  urtich-  of  tubarco  ha*  alwuy*  biihiiio 
been  treated  in  tUv  lami!  u'uy,  coming 
ffum  our  rulonii-t  a<  frum  tlir  rest  uf  tbr 
world,  [yiif  Rolnit  I'trl:  Nut  alway*.] 
Tlif  ii;;bi  Imii.  Ci'iitlciiian  dmienli  liom 
my  iiliiervuH'in.  It  i»  ijuiti-  true,  that 
mmii-  years  ago.  Mi.  liuikKVni  |>ru|Ki«i-d, 
thai  there  •liouU  be  a  diHrriMitial  duty 


between  tbe  tobacco  (na  oar 

West   Indian    coloaiu,  i    «  bam  tthm 
paru;  but  the  cffoct  tliat  M  to- 

bacco to  any  amooDt  in  oooaeqMaaa 
bad  been  brought  into  ihii  coantry  fiMi 
those  coloniei.  Pctiliooa  have  bMa  pr*- 
aented  to  the  Houae  far  Iks  mMMM 
tion  of  tbe  duty  on  tobacco  mm  oar 
E»t  and  West  Indian  pmiwiiflM  !!•• 
morial*  were  alto  preaented  to  tbt  lau 
Government  on  ihia  aut^eet;  bnt  I  kI> 
way*  declared,  that  the  Oovemmcnt  eoaU 
not  sanction  the  propoiition.  With  ■•• 
spect  to  the  equalisation  of  tbt  datin 
on  rjm  coming  from  the  Eatt  or  W«tr 
Indies,  the  question  i*  very  diAntt. 
That  equalization  of  duties  waa  wmtmHat 
to  by  the  late  Government,  and  by  As 
House,  us  a  necessary  conllaijto  lha 
equaliiaiion  of  the  duties  on  wtgui  tmA 
this  was  done,  although  the  right  Iwa.  iIh 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated,  ihu 
the  adoption  of  aiich  a  meainra  wonid  bs 
attended  with  ruin  lo  the  Woat-IndiiL 
When  that  was  done,  and  on  oibcr  oh** 
sions,  dcpuldtiuni  wailed  on  «w  ftwi 
person*  connected  with  comDwrcHtl  aa^ 
tera  io  the  East-Indies  to  iodoe*  tW  Q^ 
vernmenl  to  make  an  alleralioa  with  i^ 
fercncelo  the  difTerenttal  duties  OB  ubaN^ 
and  on  this  point  I  can  >PPC*1  tonyhfl^ 
Friend,  ihe  Member  for  Notliagtuai.  ||w 
chairman  of  the  Easi-lodiaii  Astooiliaap 
a*  to  whether  this  was  not  tbecaooi  tat 
on  this  point,  neither  myself,  Mr  tUf 
ottier  Member  of  the  GoTaroiiMrt,  Mor 
assented  to  the  proposition.  lalwayviaM 
the  parties  that  iiotbiag  should  lodBoaai^ 
ither  in  a  financial  or  commercial  peal «( 
iew,  to  sanction  a  proposilion  wkieh  wiwU 
illow  ngrcat  monopoly  interest  to  gtowap 
n  Indi.k  uith  re*pect  to  th«  article  of  |^ 
bacco.  The  primecostof  thatartidoan 
be  taken  at  :id.  per  lb.,  and  tbe  duly  ftik 
upon  it  ia  .1i.  per  lb.  It  ia  an  (rtido  ihoc 
may  be  produced  wilh  fBcility  in  ■•■* 
climate*,  and,  with  any  great  itilTf  unf  m 
duty,  a  monopoly  would  grow  op,  m  h 
IS  an  article  of  general  deubno.  Tt* 
il  of  India  alio,  a)  I  undersUnd,  is  aoal 
advant.igeoiis  for  the  growth  of  ' 
Therefore,  if  the  House  adopts  a 
of  the  kind  fur  the  creation  of  B  cm 
it  would  end  in  sacrificing  a  frcal  _ 
orforei>;n  Inide  in  this  article.  Tbo  pih 
ciple  that  I  have  staled,  with  rcfervnea  "^ 
the  great  dilfcreiice  proposed  to  bo 
between  aiticte«  biougbl  from  ooi 
Slid  from  foreign  atsles,  m 
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greater  portioo  of  the  adnnUget  thai 
might  otberwiw  be  diawa  rrom  the  pro- 
poted  cbanpi  in  (he  Uriff.  I  fear  that 
I  have  already  ueapaiacd  at  much  too 
great  length  on  the  lime  of  the  Houm, 
but  I  cannot  ait  down  without  making  a 
few  obtervationt  on  thepropoied  Income- 
tax.  I  will  not  dwell  on  ibeinconventencet 
which  have  reiulted  from  the  operation  ot 
the  old  income-iai,  for  the  right  hon. 
Uenlleman  hai  taid,  that  he  will  modify 
manj  pacta  in  the  machinery  of  the  old 
law.  The  pointi,  however,  wliicti  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  ha*  ataied  on  thii  pan 
of  the  subject,  reqairei  great  coniidera- 
tion  before  I  can  give  a  decided  opin- 
ion on  the  lubjecl.  1  do  not  aay,  thai 
ihey  may  not  prove,  in  tome  degree,  ad- 
van  (a  geoui ;  but  from  ihe  opinion  I  can 
now  form  on  the  lubjert,  it  appean  to  me 
that  they  will,  in  a  very  alight  degree,  mo- 
dify ihi-  evili  which  rouil  neceaiarily  be  at- 
tendant on  the  imposition  of  an  incnme 
tai,  I  have  never  met  with  a  tiatcaman, 
or  any  one  experienced  in  political  af- 
fairs, who  did  not  declare  that  the  impo- 
sition of  snch  a  tax  was  most  objection- 
able,  and,  above  all,  (hat  it  should  be 
avoided,  as  far  as  pouible,  in  time  of 
peace;  and  1  must  call  the  adoption  of 
such  a  tax  a  most  objectionable  proceed- 
ing, Dot  with  standing  all  that  has  fallen 
from  ibe  right  hon.  Geolleinan  on  tba 
subject.  Ai  to  the  nature  of  this  lai,  I 
will  qoote  from  the  works  of  one  who 
formed  hii  opinion  on  the  subject  after  the 


Adam  Smiih,  it  appewed,  was  wrong  in 
thia  respect,  for  in  a  time  of  war  the  pao- 
ple  of  this  country — and  (o  their  honour  1 
mention  ii^-did  support  a  tax  of  this  kind 
under  a  great  emergency,  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  that  if  thia  country  were  called 
upon  again  to  meet  a  foreign  foe,  the 
people  would  cheerfully  aubmit  to  this  or 
any  other  burileii,  if  they  were  satisfied 
that  it  was  necessary.  But  Adam  Smith 
went  on  to  say  : — 

"  The  propneior  of  itock  is  properly  a  citi- 
zen of  tlie  world,  snd  ii  not  necesurily  at. 
lacbed  (o  any  particular  counlry.  He  would 
be  apt  to  abandon  the  counlt^p  In  which  he  wu 
eKpoud  to  a  vciaiioua  inquiiition,  in  order  to 
be  aMested  to  a  hurdcntocne  tax,  and  would 
remoT*  hit  tioclc  lo  lome  oiher  country  where 
he  could  either  carry  on  his  boiiness,  or  enjoy 
his  fortuDe  more  al  hit  ease.  Bj  renoviug  his 
Slock  he  would  pui  an  end  to  all  the  induatn 
which  it  bad  mainUiDcd  in  the  countiy  which 
he  left.  Stock  cultivates  land ;  itock  employs 
labour.  A  tai  which  tended  to  drive  sway 
stock  from  any  particular  country  would  so  hr 
tend  to  dry  up  evet^p  source  of  revenue  both  In 
the  sovereifcn  and  to  socielj.  Not  only  the 
pro&ti  of  itock,  but  ihe  rent  of  land,  and  the 
wages  of  labour,  would  cecestarily  he  more  or 
less  diminiihed  by  iu  removal." 

Sufficient  has  been  said  to  the  House,! 
believe,  as  to  the  vexatiout  and  haraiaiBg 
nature  of  this  tax,  and  if  I  appeal  to  facta 
elated  aa  to  ita  operation,  I  find  the 
tTuih  of  the  paaaage  which  I  have  jut 
quoted  fully  borne  out.  I  will  merely  on 
this  point  refer  to  the  ineonveniendas 
which   must  have   been    experienced   in 


closest  and  most  profound  nbeervation,  aod    consequence  of  the  number  of  aurchargea 


1  bad  been  delivered  cslroly 
frnra  the  closet,  not  in  the  hurry  of  public 
atFairs,  but  I  am  sure  that  it  is  (he  lan- 
guage of  one  whose  name  would  be  re- 
ceived with  the  greatest  respect  in  thia 
House— I  allude  to  Adam  Smith.  That 
eminent  authority  said, — 

"  The  qusntiiy  and  value  or  iba  land 
which  any  man  poiicsses  can  never  be  a  se. 
cret,  and  can  alwa]is  be  ascertained  with  great 
eiacmeM.  But  the  whole  amount  of  the  capital 
iloch  which  he  posiesies  is  almost  alwaj*  a 
secret,  snd  can  icjcce  ever  be  sseeriained  with 
timetable  cxactne».  ll  ii  liable,  besides,  to 
lual  Tdriaiion*.  A  year  iddoa) 
,  and  frequeDtly  not  a  month, 
irce  a  linglc  day,  in  which  it  doei 
not  rite  or  IM  more  or  less.  An  ioquisiiioR 
into  evty  nian's  private  circa mstsnces,  and  an 
iiiquiiiiiiin  which,  m  order  to  aecommodste 
ilie  tai  to  them,  watched  over  alt  the  flnciua- 
iiooi  of  hi)  fortune,  would  be  a  source  of  such 
continual  and  e«dleei  rexatioa  ai  no  people 


the  last  year  of  the  existence  of 
inis  tax  in  the  City  of  London.  On  thia 
point  Mr.W.  Smitfi,ioooeof  hii  apee^cs 
00  the  Income-tax  said ;  — 

"Itsppeared  that  11,000  sarchaTgea  had 
been  made  in  the  City  of  London  alone  during 
the  coune  of  the  last  year.  It  night  be  said, 
thai  this  aflbrded  in  some  degree  a  pr^ 
sumption  of  commercial  praiperiiy,  bui  ha 
thooght  that  no  such  inference  eoald  be 
drawn.  Of  these  tl.OOO  sureharfis,  a^OOO 
ware  set  aside  on  appeal,  after  a  critical  ox* 
amluatlon  Into  the  appellant's  drcumitaneea. 
"nii*  had  made  him  a  declared  eoemy  lo  Ihe 
lax  in  every  shape.  7,000  ool  of  Iba  11,000 
did  not  appeal ;  they  probably  thought  it  a  lew 
evil  to  submit  to  the  impositioo,  Ihan  lo  ex- 
pose the  situalion  of  their  affairs  But,  sep- 
poK  that  these  7,000  were  turchaiged  jnady, 
what  s  peslilcntiat  influence  must  tbe  lax  base 
produced  on  ihe  morali  of  the  country?  when 
such  a  body  had  recoune  to  the  most  guilly 
evasions  to  avoid  (he  assessmeni  I" 

Am  I  wrong  in  quotini  wuA  u  opiiUM 
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when  it  ihowi  what  is  the  effect  of  the 
oMTatioD  of  luch  k  ttx  od  the  honour  and 
cnaracter  of  the  comraerciBl  body  of  the 
country.  I  conclude  with  laying  that  I 
■m  ■■tiified  that  there  doet  not  exiit  on 
this  tide  of  the  Houie  any  indiapoiition  to 
meet  the  financial  difficulties  of  tlie  coun- 
try; but  I  truit  that  the  country  it  not  in 
auch  a  situation  a>  to  render  it  necessary 
to  resort  to  this  tax,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
should  only  be  adopted  either  at  a  time 
of  extensive  war,  or  on  aome  great  emcr- 
pncj.  God  forbid,  that  under  present 
ci  re  am  stances,  the  financial  difficulties  of 
the  country  should  appear  such  as  to  re- 
quire that  House  to  adopt  such  an  extreme 
measure.  I  would  resort  to  almost  all  other 
means  before  I  adopted  a  scheme  of  tax. 
ation  which  was  alien  to  the  habits  of  the 
people  of  this  couDtry,  which  must  be 
carried  into  execution  in  an  inquisitorial 
manner,  and  therefore  which  must  be 
attended  with  vexatious  proceedings,  in. 
finitely  more  annoying  than  the  amount 
taken  from  their  pockets. 

Mr.  Hawet  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

Lord  Worilfy  had  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  other  night  what  he  pre- 
samed  the  amount  of  duty  would  be, 
whieb  he  calculated  he  should  obtain  from 
the  operation  of  bia  proposed  Corn-law, 
He  did  not  press  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
mao  on  the  ibrmeT  occasion  for  an  answer 
when  he  was  told  that  he  should  obtain 
hie  information  on  the  present  occasion, 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  although  he 
had  alluded  toother  questions  put  to  him 
on  former  evenings,  had  not  returned  an 
answer  to  his  question.  He  presumed, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
have  abstained  from  answering  his  ques- 
tion on  the  former  occasion,  as  well 
as  on  that  evening,  because  he  thought, 
that  he  might  frighten  llioae  who  sat  ou 
the  other  aide  of  the  House  behind  him, 
or  that  he  might  like  to  have  a  larger  sum 
of  money  in  hand  than  he  calculated  the 
amount  of  the  Income-tax  would  be,  for 
he  believed  with  many  others,  that  one  of 
the  effects  of  the  imposition  of  auch  a 
measure  would  be  to  materially  lower  the 
amount  of  the  assessed  taxes.  He  be- 
lieved, that  be  wis  only  expreuiog  the 
opinion  that  obtained  with  many  most 
intelligent  persons  when,  he  said,  that 
the  country  bad  not  bad  sufficient  time 
afforded  them  to  judge,  or  to  understand, 
ibe  probable  operation  of  the  measntea 


Tlmlnmttm.         «> 

which  ths  ri|ht  hon  Bwowt  hat  pm. 
poaed.  His  own  opinion  wM,  AM  an 
part  of  the  prapoaiiion  of  tha  light  htm. 
Gentleman  with  reapect  10  u  lMoa»4u 
would  operate  ta  abonva  on  bad  faiwig. 
It  waa  very  fortunate  for  iha  right  haa. 
Baronet,  that  tho  disutraoa  naaa  fion 
the  East  Indies  arrived  Iha  night  faaJaaa 
he  announced  bis  Income-taz.  Ha  had 
believed,  that  it  would  not  ba*i  baaa  ■•• 
cessary  to  ask  for  an  laeoMa  m  ■•  !£■■ 
of  peace,  and  he  conld  not  caaaalvat  that 
the  proceedinp  in  India  could  boNpidad 
as  such  a  breach  of  the  general  paae%  aa 
to  call  for  such  an  extiene  nmaiaia  Ba 
repeated,  that  be  hoped  that  tho  ri^ 
hon.  Baronet  would  atale  what  aaaaK  af 
revenue  he  expected  to  gat  froa  hii  Cmm 
Bill.  It  waa  generally  undanlood,  that 
large  speculations  had  bean  aaiand  haa 
out  of  doors,  in  consequenca  of  tha  poh^ 
bility  of  its  coming  into  oparatioa. 

Sir  R.  Petl  said,  that  be  waa  BOt  tmtm 
that  he  had  refused  to  answar  aa*  4M^ 
tions  aa  to  the  Com  Importatioa  BUl 

Lord  WortUi/:  No;  bat^aaidvOat 
you  would  answer  my  qneattoo  whiB  tha 
motion  with  respect  to  tba  locoaw^B 
came  under  discussion. 

Sir  R.  Peel  wa«  not  awaia  Aat  hi 
thought  that  he  ehould  frightaa  aay  Qafr 
tleman  who  sat  near  him  aa  to  lb«  oaaaM 
of  what  revenue  be  ahould  gal  tnm  Aa 
alteration  of  the  corn  duticn.  If  tha  aaMa 
Lord  had  been  in  tha  Honsa  ia  tha  aBih 
part  of  the  evening,  and  lud  boasri  Ai 
ipeech  of  the  late  Chancellor  of  ih«  B» 
chequer  at  the  comnwncetnnt  af  Aa 
debate,  he  must  have  heard  hia  ny,  that 
it  was  almost  impouible  to  fom  a  i  iiiiaai 
estimate  of  the  expected  revcao*  of  iha 
country — that  even  the  oldeat  and  ana 
skilful  officers  of  the  euatonu  aad  extiaa 
were  frequently  baffled  in  ttieir  attaaafli 
to  do  so,  because  it  mainly  dapesilad  aa 
the  state  of  the  harvai ;    if  ite  bwtaa 


ifavourable,  in  that  

cuitOQii  and  excise  would  ba  Jajaiioah 
affected.  And  if  that  wera  traa  wAfc 
repaid  to  other  branches  of  raveaaa,  ha« 
much  more  so  must  it  be  with  naiiwl  M 

It  was  therefore  excecdingij  Mft> 
cult,  if  not  impossible,  to  fora  aaytkhf 
like  an   estimate.     If  the  harvast  aa*  fc-       j 
vourable,  and   the  produ"  [ilaMJfal,  ihn 

lount :      ureas 
harveat  was  unfavou 
the  amount  would 


9S0  ttmi^ctien.  {MitCRSI} 

Me.  ThOK  hon.  Memb«n  who  ut  near 
the  noble  Lord  would  perhap*  be  able  ii' 
ralicte  the  appreheniioni  of  ihe  frieadi  <ii 
the  Engliih  farmrr  who  believed,  that  ttif 
importation  would  be  immenie,  became 
ihey  had  declared  hii  meaiurc  to  be  n 
mere  delution,  under  which  it  »ai  doubtful 
if  any  corn  would  come  in.  He  had  tikt-Ti 
an  increaieon  the  Cuttonii  of  300,000/,,  j 
without  including  corn  in  the  amouni 
Rnpposing  the  year  wai  favourable,  iIk 
Eiciae  would  be  productive,  and  the  com 
duties  low,  and  on  the  other  band  a  bixi 
aeaton  would  increate  the  corn  duti(>, 
while  there  would  be  a  falliDg-ofi*  in  l\,^ 
other  departments  of  the  revenue.  l\c 
had  really  aniwered  the  queilion  to  the 
beet  of  hii  ability. 

Lord  Wortlty  understood,  that  the 
reali  in  the  icale  were  for  the  purpoie  of 
enabling  pirtiea  to  bring  to  tuppliet  vf 
corn,  and  it  was  underttood,  that  the  reve- 
nue from  that  article  would  be  lomewhetc 
■bout  .S00,000i.  It  had  been  alto  aipied, 
that  the  effect  of  the  new  icale  would  k*- 
to  create  a  more  r^ular  trade  in  corn. 

."fir  A.  P*et  wat  unable  to  anawer  t!)c 
noble  Lord's  quetlion  mote  accoraiely : 
but,  with  regard  to  the  reiti,  the  Doblc 
Lord  ahould  aabrail  to  aone  eminent 
accounlant  the  propoittion,  giving  the 
reiti  in  the  icale,  to  determine  the  amoani 
of  corn  to  be  introduced.  It  was  not 
more  eaay  of  aololion  than  another  pro- 
blem he  had  heard  of,  giving  the  height  of 
the  malt,  and  the  captain's  name  to  deter- 
mine the  latitude  of  the  ihip. 

DebaU  adjoomed. 

Houae  Adjoorned. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 

Saturday,  Marek  \%  1842. 

Hiwnu.1    BrLU.    r*Wr— r     danUdMad  Food. 
IDuUuil:  WMlDdiinRri 
SUItW^Gvi  BrMnI  Bouad«T:  Ct- 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS, 
Monday.  MwrcX  21,  1842. 

MiHVTSl.]    BiUA     Patat^ 


m  or  ron%B  Hoyr,— St  Laie  • 

VOULXL    {££} 


'TKR     RCCEII —  ADJOUaXHENT.] 

The  Duke  of  H'ellaglon,  adverting  to  a 
quetlion  put  to  him  on  a  former  evening 
by  Ibe  noble  Viicount  (HelhoutDe),  ai  to 
the  probable  duration  of  the  Easter  receti, 
begged  now  to  inform  him  that  he  would 
on  the  next  day  move  that  the  House  at  its 
riling  do  adjourn  to  Thursday,  the  7lh  of 
April. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS, 
Monday,  March2i,lM2. 

lldB.  Iltary  PHsDr.  fee 


Lewes  Election.]  Mr.  C.  Wood, 
chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  peti- 
tion complaining  of  an  undue  return  for 
the  borough  of  Lewes,  brought  np  the  re- 
port of  the  said  committee. 

The  committee  reported, — 

"That  Mr.  Summen  Harford  it  nol  ialj 
elected  ■  burgeu  to  icrve  in  Ihii  prnenl  Pit- 
lianieal  for  (he  borough  ofLewet. 

"Thil  the  Moo.  Heorj  Fttiroy  ii  duly  elect- 
ed, and  ouglit  lo  hava  been  returned  a  burgeta 
10  «erve  in  thii  preicnl  Pariiacient  for  the  taid 
borough  of  Lewev. 

"  That  the  petition  of  Edward  Monk  and 
Gabriel  Ecdes  doe*  not  appear  to  the  com- 
mittee to  be  frivolaui  or  rexaliout. 

"That  the  oppotiikm  to  iba  taid  petition 
doet  not  appear  to  the  committee  to  be  frivo- 


"Thattbe  committee  hava  alierad  the  poll 

lahen  aisuch  etactionbvsirikinfoffihc  names 

of  W.  Sales.  W.  EUii,  /•fMuah  Reed,  Georfe 

2H  ■ 


ClilJunt  Eketit*. 
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Stanfori,  John  Staoford,  Chulet  SUnford,  W, 
Koee,  and  Thomu  Gitet." 

Clitiibhoc  Elsctiov.]  Mr.  Hogg, 
chairmao  of  iha  committee  appoioted  to 
try  ind  deierroine  the  meriti  of  the  pe- 
tition complaining  of  an  undue  returo  Tor 
the  borou|;h  of  Cliiheroe,  brought  up  tlie 
report  o[  ihc  laid  committee. 

The  commitlee  reported,-- 

"That  Mr.  MatUiew  WilioD,  jun.,  ii  not 
duly  elecied  a  burfreit  to  Krre  in  this  preietii 
ParlianiCDt  Tor  ihe  borough  of  Cliiheroe. 

"  Thai  Mr.  Edward  Cardwell  is  duly  elected 
and  ought  to  ha*e  been  returned  a  burgeis  to 
aerveinihiiprcaent  PailiamentTor  the  twrough 
of  Cliiheroe." 

Severs'  N.^vioatios.]  Mr.  Paiing- 
Ion  moved  the  further  coniideration  of  the 
report  (with  ameodmenit)  of  the  Severn 
Navigation  Bill. 

iUr.  Mvitti  aaid,  that  in  his  opinion,  if 
the  commitlee  had  looked  to  the  ttate- 
menlt  made  by  ihe  aurreyora,  ihe;^  would 
not  hdvc  agreed  to  (he  bill  in  ilt  preaeni 
ahape.  Many  of  hi>  conitiiuents  who  were 
connected  with  the  Birmingham  and  Wor- 
ceiter  Canal  would  be  injured  by  thi) 
meaiure,  if  it  were  paiied  as  it  now  •lood. 
They  would  have,  under  the  proviaiona  of 
thi*  b>ll,  lo  pay  heavier  tolla  than  ihoic 
who  would  derive  conaiderable  beneRt 
from  it.  Tl  e  hon.  Member  concluded  by 
moving,  "That  this  bill  be  rrcommiiled." 

Mr.  Pakingloti  «aid,  thii  wui  a  mcaiurc 
which,  B«  it  wai  intimately  connected  with 
the  improvement  of  the  river  Severn,  muat 
be  considered  aa  one  of  great  national ,  ai 
well  aiof  great  local  im|>ortance.  Ily  the 
syatem  which  at  pretent  prevailed,  the 
navigatiuii  ronnecled  with  the  Severn  was 
■nmeiimes  obstructed  and  impeded  for 
three  or  fuui  months  at  a  time,  and  it  was 
to  prevent  that  evil  in  hiture  that  this  mca- 
mre  »aa  to  be  introduced.  The  subject 
had  been  thoroughly  considenil  in  com- 
miltet',  and  he  cnuld  aee  no  |;oofl  icrouiidt 
for  arcrdiiig  to  the  |>iopoiilioii  of  the  hon. 
Mrmhi'T.  The  opposition  appeared  lo  be 
rai*ed  bya  particular  pailyagain>t a  gre^t 
national  impruvement,  bccausf,  from  their 
situation,  ihey  could  not  participate 
Ihe  itdvanlagea  which  it  was  calculated  to 

Mr.  M.  Pkilipt  said,  that  in  the  course 
he  was  about  to  pursue,  he  was  inHuenred 
by  no  motive  but  that  of  doing  juatici 
all  partie*.    Now,  Uiots|h  be  waa  fally 


impreaied  with  the  inportiaet  of  tn-' 
proviag  the  navigatioo  or  the  StNlB*  tSU' 
he  thought  that  it  wai  hwhlj  liwunjlim 
that  the  navigation  of  theBimiB^W  tai 
Worcester  Canal  should  have  uj  obHMlt 
thrown  in  its  way  by  the  pravUou  of  A*' 
bill  then  under  conaidenliiMi.  Tho  hOM. 
Member  for  Birmitighain(Mr.llOBUt}w^ 
he  believed,  moH  anxiona  For  the  hiptoot- 
ment  of  the  Severn  navifttion ;  b«t  ht 
wished  that  improvement  lo  be  M  eAetorf 
that  others  would  not  be  Injarcd  bf  llwplHi. 
It  was  very  proper  that  Ihe  navwoMd  of 
the  Severn  should  ba  improfra,  bat  !■ 
effecting  that  improvement  aoow  t^ai4 
ousht  lo  be  paid  lo  the  intemti  oTanoiber 
navigation,  ani)  care  ahovld  bo  tikn  •M 
to  impede  it.  By  reconiideTrag  tbo  HI 
in  committee  means  might  ho  fbmd  M 
obviate  the  objectioaa  that  hod  bOM 
raised. 

Mr.  £a6oiicAere  said,  that  ihoogh  ttb 
lubjecl  came  before  them  in  the  abl^  flf 
a  private  bill,  it  involved  piiblie  iowmii 
of  the  f reatesi  possible  impoittMO,  9f^ 
ciiilly  a*  connected  with  the  gmt  Mhw^ 
disiriciB.  Me  had,  therelbre,  watched  Aa 
progress  of  the  meaanre  with  eoooiAiniift 
anxiety,  and  he  was  very  (lad  to  MO  it  ll 
a  situation  to  receive  Ihe  tanethm  of  thdt 
House.  Those  who  oppoaed  tha  aMMM 
in  this  stage  did  not  object  tethoBoi^ 
ciple,  but  to  the  details  of  lha  bill,  nonf^ 
those  details,  he  inhmilted,  coold  BOt  Kb 
isfactorily  di«cusBe<l  in  the  linn  at  Mliy 
could  alone  be  satisfactorily  diaoMlod  Ii 
;Vnd  what  was  ibc  fact  ?  Wt& 
they  Ii3d  Uccn  diicuaaed  in  coaaMw  fer 
seven  wci-Ls  during  the  lail  BisMO*.  TiM 
took  great  pams  in  iaveati^Mil( 
the  matters  that  were  now  advartad  to.  ra 
he  present  Session  another  comwiiUoo  vat 
ippotnted,  and  all  the  in  aalactod  Mnk 
lers  (who  were  perfectly  free  iron  o^lfe 

lerest  in  the  bill)  on  that  coMmilM 

uiinnimous  in  recommending  th«  ^ 
whichhsd  been  adopted.  Now,  bed 
that  he  was  taking  the  s 
pUcinc  his  conlidenre  in  tha  Ire 
ihote  live  gentlemen,  who  ccutd  naCV 
supposed  to  l>e  actuated  by  >ay  of  (hw 
feelings  which  might  be  allrgrd  si  likely 
to  inHutnce  them  in  ■  case  wSrra  the  te. 
tcietts  of  ihcir  own  cOHtil 
cemed.  Mr,  therefore, 
with  their  opinion,  was 
ani  "     ■ 


their  opinion,  was  it  ioieTpoobM-J 

further  delay  lo  tl»  p  Igreas  of  twi 


bill. 
Sir  »'.  Km  atid. 
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brought  forwird  in  order  to  beoeSt  toy 
individuil  or  any  compioy.  The  bill  was 
intended  to  benefit  the  public.  The 
objections  now  raised  ought  to  have 
been  made  long  before  this  time.  The 
bill  hud  been  before  a  committee,  in  the 
last  Session,  for  discussion  and  decision, 
during  seven  weeks,  and  that  committee 
unanimouslv  concurred  in  recommending 
that  it  should  be  carried  into  effect.  It 
was,  however,  too  late  in  the  last  Session 
to  proceed.  The  bill  had  again  been  con- 
sidered by  a  committee  in  the  present 
Session,  and  not  one  of  these  objections 
had  been  advanced.  The  measure  was 
discussed  fully  and  fairly,  and  be  could 
see  no  sufficient  reason  for  not  proceeding 
with  it. 

Mr.  R.  Scott^  after  a  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  thought 
that  it  ought  to  be  recommitted  because,  in 
committee,  suggestions  might  be  adopted 
by  which  proper  accommodation  would  be 
provided  for  that  traffic  which  would 
otherwise  be  injuriously  affected  by  the 
measure,  lie  admitted  the  great  import- 
ance of  the  navigation  of  the  river ;  but, 
in  his  opinion,  it  might  be  iasproved  with- 
out tnterferiog  with  the  interetta  of  those 
who  were  likely  to  be  injured  by  the  plan 
laid  down. 

Sir  C.  Dcmglat  was  favourable  to  the 
priociple  of  tlM  bill,  bat  ha  did  not  approve 
of  some  of  its  detaila. 

Lord  6.  Smmr»ei  thought  that  the  mo- 
tion of  the  boo.  Member  for  Birmingham 
did  not  rest  on  any  reasonable  grounds. 
Unless  the  hon.  Member  could  clearly 
show  that  injustice  was  likely  to  be  done 
by  the  measure  he  could  not  consent  to 
his  amendment.  He  conceived  that  it 
would  be  most  injurious  if  the  House,  on 
light  grounds,  did  away  with  the  Imborioos 
work  of  a  committee. 

Sir  T.  WiUU  said  the  motion  of  the  boo. 
Member  for  Birmingham  was  calculated 
to  do  away  with  the  bill  altogether.  It 
was  not  suggested  that  those  parties  whose 
iniereaU  were  espoused  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  not  had  an  opportunity  to  be 
beard  before  the  committee.  If  a  period 
of  seven  weeks  were  not  sufficient  to  enable 
them  aatisfactorily  to  make  out  their  case, 
then,  be  feared,  that  any  further  time  that 
might  be  allowed  for  the  investigation 
would  not  produce  a  mora  satisfactory  re- 
sult. As  the  case  had  been  fully  beard, 
t  would,  in  fad,  be  throwing  out  thia  bill, 
f,  afur  beiBf  placed  iiitbe  stage  at  which 


it  had  oow  arrived,  they  consented  to  its 
recommittsl.  The  object  of  the  bill  waa 
the  general  benefit  of  the  public— even  of 
those  parties  themselves  who  were  con- 
nected with  the  Birmingham  and  Wor- 
cester Canal.  Ck>nsidering  that  the  bill 
had  had  the  advantage  of  a  very  long  and 
minute  investigation,  when  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  weir  were  fully  heard* 
he  trusted  that  the  House  would  not  accede 
to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bir« 
mingham. 

Mr.  0.  Gore  saw  no  grounds  on  which 
the  House  should  allow  the  bill  to  be  re- 
committed. 

Viscount  Ingestre  said,  that  looking  to 
the  great  expense  to  which  all  parties 
would  be  put  by  a  recommittal  of  the  bill, 
he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Mwntz  would  not  trouble  the  House 
with  a  division. 

Amendment  withdrawn.  Report  agreed 
to. 

Dill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Customs' Duties — ThrTaripp.]  Mr. 
Fonter  wished  to  put  a  question  to  tba 
right  boo.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Goveniaent  relative  to  the  pro- 
poeed  continuance  of  the  additional  duty 
of  5  per  cent,  referred  to  in  the  third 
resolution  of  the  schedule,  as  follows :— - 

*'  That  the  duties  imposed  in  the  forcgoiof 
schedules  on  articles  other  than  spirits  and 
timber,  shall  be  respectively  sub|ect  to  the 
charge  of  6  per  cent,  imposed  by  an  act 
paitsed  in  the  third  year  of  her  present  Ma- 
jesty, cap.  17.** 

The  strongest  objections  existed  against 
this  mode  of  assessing  Custom-house  du- 
ties, as  leading  to  muundervtanding  be- 
tween buyer  and  seller,  besides  being 
troublesome  and  inconvenient.  The  ques- 
tion which  Mr.  Porster  wished  to  ask  was, 
whether  the  public  were  to  consider  it  a 
permanent  or  only  temporary  arrange- 
ment. 

Sir  R.  Ptet  said,  tlie  House  would  re- 
collect that  in  1840,  the  r%ht  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  was  then  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  proposed  and  carried  a  mea- 
sure for  raisiog  5  per  cent  additional  on 
the  dutiea  of  the  Costoois  and  Exdae : 
that  5  per  cent  acill  remained  in  foree ; 
and  it  would  tpply  to  all  duties  of  the 
CusUnds  snd  Excise  which  were  not 
included  in  the  present  reduction  of 
duties.     It  was  his  intention,  therefore, 

aa  he  did  not  propose  loffepeal  that  5  per 
2H2      ^^  ^  ^ 
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ccat  tet  in  ibe  cue  of  til  other  dutjet,  to 
RtKiD  the  5  per  cent  for  the  duties  to  be 
radoced,  and  lo  le*y  >d  idditioDkl  5  per 
cent  on  the  reduced  duties,  u  well  ai  oa 
all  oiber*.  Tbe  hoo.  Gentlemao  had 
Cfwkea  of  ihe  great  objection  to  retaining 
tbe  5  per  cent,  from  the  extreme  difficully 
of  computing  iti  amount ;  but  it  ihould 
be  recollected,  that  it  wu  not  a  duly  of 
5  per  cent  ad  mifomn,  but  of  .^  per  cent 
on  the  amount  of  duly  levied.  There 
could,  therefore,  be  no  difficulty  in  the 


he  iboaaifat  K  wonld  be  iMdy  le  bi  hji  la 
the  Table.  Tbe  law  of  wtttkmmit  wm  il- 
together  dtUlnct  from  Ibe  mmmw  hi  »> 
teoded  lo  iDtrodnce  after  Barter. 


CoVFIftCATKD  OriUM.]      Mt.  i 

underatood  that  instmctioiH  htd  baa 
out  lo  Ibe  GoTeraneat  of  lodia  lo  • 
tain  the  nine  of  tbe  ophm  lAkh 
been  turrendereil  to  CapUin  Bliot. 
right  hon.  Barooet  bad  reftrrcd  U  ll 
instructiana  on  Tbnnday  lael,  IbI  | 
hapa  he  would  now  atate  tbeir  \ 
Hewiahed  alto  to  know,  wbetlwr  «  IM 
opportuoity  would  be  gifeo  to  tha  pvtiH 
iaiereited  to  preai  iboir  daioM  br  eaM> 
pentalion. 

SiT  R.  Fee!  aaid,  tbe  InaliKliaM  •• 
the  aebject  of  tbe  valne  of  i   ' 
which  he  had  referred  o 
giren  in  December  laat, 


alne  of  opiiia.  I* 
on  Tlnreuf,  ■«• 
■t,  ted  he  ba4  Mt 


lighteat  objection  lo  net)  the  onart 
of  thetn  for  the  infonnalioD  of  ha  Mii. 
Friend.  The  Lord  a  of  tbe  Treww;  A- 
rectcd,  that  ihe  Supreme  GovcmaeM  if 
India  ihould  be  initrocted  (o  caeH  ■  M 
and  aearching  inquiry  to  be  iaHiMid  tt 
the  earlieit  poatible  period  into  th«  aclHl 
value  which  each  dracriplkM  of  BptlM 
con6tcaied  by  the  Chineaa  aelhoriliH 


tlie  montha  of  March  aod  April,  IM^ 
bore  in  the  market  at  Ibe  tine  whaa  Af 
confiicaiion  took  place ;  and  that  &•  i^ 
lull  of  tbit  inquiry,  with  eopJii  «f  iha  set* 
dence  and  other  doc  .  .  «     ... 


Dr.  BoKratg  would  give  nolice  that 
he  ihould  propoie  in  connmiite<t,  ihat 
ihit  additional  l-3(hh,  or  5  per  ceni, 
ahould  be  contolidaied  in  the  tariff.  It 
would  be  much  more  tatUfactory  to  the 
merchant  lo  have  only  one  calculation 
to  make,  inaiead  of  two,  on  every  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  Duff  asked,  if  it  wai  the  intention 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  proceed  with 
the  bill  for  the  alieraiion  of  rhe  tariff, 
previoui  to  the  Eaiier  recesii,  a*  aeveral 
of  the  proposed  Blteraiioni.eipecially  thote 
respecting  cattle,  would  pariicutsrly  af- 
fect bin  coniliiuenii,  and  he  thought  time 
should  be  given  lo  consider  them. 

Sir  R.  Peel  was  afraid,  that  he  could 
not  answer  the  hon.  Genlleman'a  question 
without  notice.  He  very  much  feared, 
couaidering  that  it  was  his  inlenlion  to 
lake  the  resolution  with  respect  lo  the 
Income-tax  before  he  proceeded  to  the 
conaideniion  of  the  tariff,  that  he  should  I  the  subjeci,  should 

necessarily  be  obliged  to  give  the  lime  i  my  l.orda,  together  with  •--  •—•A' 
which  the  hon.  (lenlleman  wiihed  lo  |  which  the  Govern or-genei 
have,  and  that  there  would  be  no  pros-  |  might  think  proper  to  ma-  <  <  'I'-n  >  Ja- 
pect  of  making  any  pro(;reai  in  the  con-  '  lion  of  ibe  aubjeet.  He  lial  t)0  doifet 
sideratioo  of  the  tariff  twfoTe  the  Easier  whatever  that  lheGovemor-);Fner^  voill 
recesi.  '  direct  the  inquiry  lo  be  made  in  iba  MhM 

'  und  most  satisfactory  maober.     With  v 

.Soorrii  AND  Ikisii  Pauper^.^  K>r '  spect  to  ibe  other  part  of  the  boo,  GlK- 
D.  SorretfS  in(|uired.  whether  the  right  llemao's  inquiry,  he  was  unable  la  ntsMa 
hoQ.  Baronet,  Ihe  Kecretary  of  Stale  fur  i  any  saliafaciory  answer.  The  QovMMSb 
the  Home  Department,  could  give  the  ,  general  would  remit  to  this  eoBRlij,  Ml 
House  any  information  relative  to  the  re-  merely  the  report  which  might  be  aa4l^ 
moval  of  Scotch  and  Irish  paupers  from  hut  the  evidence  lakeo  on  the  aebjecl. 
Kriijland.  The  subject  had  excited  very 
strong  feelings  in  Ireland  FnurATios   (iRELAiiDi.]     Ht.  Stmm 

Sir  J.  Graham  said,  with  respect  to  the  wished  to  know  fiom  his  noble  Frieod,  iha 
removal  of  Irish  and  Scottish  paupers,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  whether  it  waa  tjhe 
I'ofir  law  Cofflmitaionert  had  instituted  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Goverament  IB 
iiiquitics  throughout  the  counties  of  Eng-  make  any  proposal  for  estead' 
laiiil  and  Wales,  and  a  very  coniiderable  school*  in  conneiioQ  with  lb« 
mas<  uf  informalinn  had  alre^idy  Ivt-n  roU  li*hed  (Church  in  Ireland,  and  gi 
lerted.  The  ri-|>o(t  was  not  yet  (i>in|'leti-d,  what  ihry  had  not  in  fa^f  eiijoyMl 
but  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  munihs,    ibe  establishaieut  of  the  ia(~ 


d37        Marriaget  ( Ireland  J.  {  M  a  rc  ii  2 1 } 


Dutiei  on  Cattle. 


d3S 


tion — a  due  proportion  of  the  funds  an- 
nually granted  by  that  House  for  the 
promotion  of  national  education  in  Ire- 
land. 

Lord  Eliot  replied,  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  her  Majesty *s  Government  to 
include  in  the  estimates  for  the  ensuing 
year  a  grant  for  national  education  in 
Ireland,  without  proposing  any  alteration 
in  the  principles  which  bad  regulated  its 
distribution. 

Stadb  Duties.]  Mr.  Hutt  was  an- 
xious to  put  a  question  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  which  be  had  on  a  former  occa- 
sion proposed,  and  to  which  no  answer 
had  been  returned,  on  the  ground  that 
negotiations  were  pending  on  the  subject. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  her  Majesty's 
Government  were  prepared  to  admit  the 
claim  of  the  King  of  Hanover  to  levy  a 
larger  amount  of  duty  on  ships  passing 
up  the  Elbe  than  he  was  entitled  to  do  by 
treaty  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  hoped,  as  negotiations  were 
still  pending,  the  hou.  Member  would  not 
press  him  to  give  any  answer  to  that 
question. 

Mr.  Hutt  reminded  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, that  negotiations  bad  been  pending 
for  a  long  time. 

Sir  R.  Peel  assured  the  hon.  Gentle- 
msn,  that  as  soon  as  he  could  make  any 
communication  on  the  subject  consistently 
with  the  public  interests,  he  would  do  so. 

Revenue  Commission.]  Mr.  Hawe$ 
inquired  whether  the  report  of  the  reve- 
nue commiuion  (as  we  understood)  would 
be  laid  on  the  Table. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  the  report  should 
certainly  be  laid  upon  the  Table  in  extemo. 
It  would  be  found  to  contain  a  variety  of 
information  relative  both  to  commercial 
regulations  and  the  salaries  of  public  offi- 
cers ;  and,  as  it  would  probably  invite 
some  discussion,  it  might  be  desirable  that 
he  should  state,  when  it  was  laid  on  the 
Table,  the  views  which  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment eotertaioed  oo  the  whole  sub- 
ject. 

Marriages  (Ireland.]  Lord  J. 
Ruuell  wished  to  put  a  question  to  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  re- 
lative to  the  Marriages  (Ireland)  Bill. 
That  bill  had  been  sent  to  the  other 
House,  and  he  had  not  heard  of  it  aince. 
He  wiahed  to  know  whether,  if  it  were 


stopped,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Go* 
vernment  to  introduce  any  declaratory  bill 
ou  the  subject  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  believed  he  could  undertake 
to  answer  the  question  put  by  the  noble 
Lord.  Since  the  bill  alluded  to  had  left 
that  House,  a  question  had  arisen,  not 
upon  a  criminal  case,  but  involving  a  civil 
right,  which  enabled  the  parties  concerned 
to  appeal  in  the  first  instance  to  the  de» 
cision  of  the  judges  in  Ireland,  and  after- 
wards to  carry  that  decision,  whatever  it 
might  be,  in  the  last  resort  to  the  House 
of  Lords.  This,  he  rather  thought,  had 
caused  some  suspension  of  proceedings 
with  respect  to  the  bill ;  whether  that  ob- 
jection to  proceed  with  it  was  final  or  not, 
he  could  not  undertake  to  say.  He  be. 
lieved  the  general  feeling  in  the  other 
House  was,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
have  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords 
upon  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the 
Presbyterian  marriages  in  Ireland  before 
proceeding  with  the  bill.  If  be  were 
wrong,  he  should  take  the  opportunity  of 
correcting  the  misapprehension  to-morrow. 

Duties  on  Cattle.]  Mr.  Childers 
inquired  what  amount  of  revenue  was  ex- 
pected to  be  derived  from  the  importation 
of  foreign  live  cattle.  He  hoped,  as  this 
question  was  so  very  important  to  the 
graziers  both  of  England  and  Scotland* 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  be  enabled 
at  once  to  give  a  more  satisfactory  answer 
to  it  than  be  had  given  the  other  night* 
after  three  days' consideration,  to  that  put 
by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  Lin- 
colnshire. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  the  question  put  to 
him  the  other  night  by  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Worsley)  was  whether,  knowing 
what  the  rests  were  in  his  sliding-scale,  he 
was  enabled  to  say  what  amount  of  duty 
would  be  received  from  the  importation  of 
foreign  corn.  He  certainlv  did  say  that 
was  a  very  puzsling  question,  but  when 
he  wat  now  asked,  when  remitting  prohi- 
bitions for  the  first  time  on  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  cattle,  to  state  what  amount 
of  duty  would  be  received,  the  question 
undoubtedly  was  still  more  diflicult.  He 
could  only  say,  that  the  apprehensions 
entertained  on  the  subject  were  very 
greatly  CEaggerated.  He  really  could  not 
conceive  it  pouible  that  there  would  be 
such  an  import  of  either  lean  or  fat  cattle 
as  could  materially  affect,  if  it  would  affect 
at  all|  the  imeretts  of  the  grtsiers.    With 


93d  Mi»i*Urt' 

TeferttDce  to  all  lach  queilion*  he  mu*t, 
ooce  for  all,  declare  that  be  made  r 
preleniioni  whatever  lolhe  pooera  of  thi 
ezUaordioBr;  calculator,  who,  on  being 
given  ihe  height  uf  (he  matt  and  the 
DBDoe  of  the  captaia,  undertook  to  deter- 
mine the  latitude  of  the  ibip. 


Hinisterb'    Fikakcial    Plam.- 
PvBLic  BuaiNua.]  On  the  Order  of  Ihe 
Day  Tot  the  Houie  to  reaolve  itaelf  into  a 
Committee  of  Waji  uid   Meant  being 
read, 

Mr.  F.  Matdt  had  no  allernati< 
to  take  that  opportuoity,  in  coiiMi|ueiicc 
of  the  communicatiooB  he  bad  received,  lo 
state  publicly  to  the  tight  boa,  Baionet 
the  peculiar  poiilioo  in  which  both  the 
manufacturing  and  agricultural  inlereiti 
of  Scotland  were  at  the  pieaent  moment. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  developed 
biB  tinaucial  acheoie  ItBt  Friday  week.  At 
he  himself  atated  at  the  time,  he  had  atu- 
diously  taken  care  to  preserve  the  utmost 
secrecy  with  reference  to  his  pliin,  and  hi 
had  succeeded  in  that  respect ;  scarcely 
had  there  l>cen  time  yet  for  it  to  reach 
•Scotland,  still  leas  to  receive  tbe  cuniider- 
ation  of  tbose  clattefl  who  were  most  to 
he  afTecled  by  it,  even  in  the  centre  of 
Scotland,  before  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
developed  the  details  of  his  plan,  and 
upon  which  be  now  proposed  to  t;iLe  ibc 
decision  of  the  House  in  ihc  retoluiion  of 
a  committee  of  Wuya  and  Means.  At  the 
very  time  the  right  hon.  Gcnilcman  was 
proceeding  to  lake  that  resolution,  the 
people  of  Scotland  were  informed,  for  the 
first  time,  of  the  details  of  his  ichcrae — 
nay,  a  [>ortion  of  the  people  of  .Scotland 
were  at  this  moment  still  ipioraut  orthero. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  could  not  but  feel 
that  that  portion  of  the  kingdom  uould 
iKchaps  be  mote  severely  touched  by  liii 
Inconie-taK 


{COMMONS} 

land  would  have  an  opporUnity  bj  Oim- 
monication  with  ibeir  repKantMrn^  of 
expressing  their  oiuniona  bf  padlioa  to 
that  Houie. 

Sir  A.  Prrlsaiit.  hi  wii  wnathiMi  toM, 
that  he  was  afraid  lo  touch  u  i»pnrtl1 
interest ;  and  now,  becuaa  ba  pnptMd 
the  admittionof  rorfligncitlla,U*Wi^da 
he  wat  affecting  injuriouali  Um  iiUfMto 
of  the  whole  peoplt  of  Scodand.  Be 
could  only  a«y,  he  had  attCMtad  ••  d» 
what  he  considered  bett  for  tbc  ialarHU 
of  the  whole  country.     On  Pridaj  « 


e-tai  and  larilfduliei  combined  than 
either  of  the  other  integral  pictsof  the  king, 
duni ;  and  he,  therefore,  wiihcd  to  put 
it  seriously  and  earnestly  lo  him,  wliclher 
in  forcing  the  House  immedijiely  lu 
a  decision  on  this  resolution,  lie  did  just- 
ice lo  that  part  of  the  country,  wlicrc,  he 
roust  say,  wiihout  any  wish  to  eiaggerslc, 
there  existed  a  vi-iy  strung  fcEling  on  the 
subji'cl  of  ibis  ftnancial  mi'asure.  He  did 
hope  the  right  boo.  Baronet  would  feel  it 
lo  be  consistent  with  his  duty  to  defer 
taking  the  sense  of  the    House  on    this 

ri'*uluiion  unld  after  the    F.jsIit  recess,    uc  hhu  pcuvnucw  u>a  • 
during  which  ib«  couiituenciw  of  Scot>  |  bon.  Buonet*  in   pi 


be  had  brought  forward  hit  propowl  villi 
respect  to  the  Income-lax,  IM  ht  pTO' 
posed  going  on  witb  the  debiu  oa  ifei 
Monday  following  ;  bnl,  itUw  tSBHtioa 
of  Ihe  noble  Lord  oppotit*,  ha  hna  lalua 
Friday  for  the  diacuitioa  of  dM  IMoIb* 
tion,  preliminary  to  a  bill  hsiinliilnaltuJ. 
He  must  say,  therefore,  be  could  aot  ha  • 
party  lo  the  delay  recomracDdod  bj  Un 
right  bon.  Gentleman.  He  iboaflit  llw 
House  was  now  in  a  poiition  to  daUnrfM 
wbethei  it  was  politic  or  not  to  bbh^  Am 
deficiency  by  an  Incoms-tu,  oc  BJ  ■  toB 
of  any  other  deaciiption ;  and,  iJmaibm, 
he  could  not  be  a  parly  lo  any  dabj  with 
respect  to  the  resolution.  Tha  fi|H  hni. 
Gentieman  should  bear  in  miod.  that  if 
the  pcojile  of  Scotland  had  any  chin  1m 
a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  the  dotj  !■• 
posed  on  them,  they  would  bftva  m  poribtf 
opportunity  of  urging  it  during  tboiM. 
gtesa  of  the  bill  in  committee,  lain 
whom  Ihe  right  hon.  Genllemko  npM- 
senled,  seemed  rather  to  feel,  that  iWj 
were  too  indulgently  dealt  with;  and  tha 
right  hon.  Gentleman  apolu  as  if  ha 
meant  lo  propose  an  InCfeaM  in  iha 
bich,  undoubtedly,  be  WDuU  Boi 
afictwardt  be  able  to  do.  On  the  utW 
hand,  if  the  manufacturing  or  Bgricnltaiy 
:lBBtes  had  any  claim  for  a  repiaaioa,  i| 
would  be  perfectly  open  for  bim  lo  aagt 
It  in  committee  on  the  bill ;  b«t  as  lo  Om 
general  abstract  principle  of  whether  or 
lo  there  should  be  an  Incooa-ux,  ha 
:ou1d  nut  help  thinking  the  Houao  m^lhl 
Tjirly  at  once  be  called  on  to  pnmoaaca 
IS  decision. 

.Mr.  F.  Wau/e  repealed,  that  bk d^tdt 
simply  was  to  claim,  on  lb«  part  of  |lw 
people  of  Scotland,  time  bclwora  iho  M* 
ceipt  of  intelligence  witb  •■Ipact  la  a 
retoluiion  to  impose  an  Ine  at-U,  Wtt 
its  adoption  by  the  Hoota.  lo  Ml(i^ 
he  had  performed  his  duty,  id  tbc  ngWt 
u__     D .     :_     _:_  ,    ^^     ^^ 
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anfwer,  no  doubt,  thoughl  he  best  |icr. 
formed  bis  duty  ai  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown ;  the  public,  however  mutt  judge 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  adopted. 

Sir  R,  Peel  begged  to  assure  the  right 
hoii.  Gentleman,  that  he,  too,  had  re- 
ceived communications  from  Scotland  on 
the  subject  of  the  imposition  of  an  Income- 
tax,  and  he  must  say  the  feeling  of  the 
people  of  Scotland  had  been  most  satis- 
factory upon  the  point. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  wished  to  know  what  was 
the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
about  going  on  with  the  committee  on  the 
Corn  Bill  ? 

Sir  IL  Peel  thought  he  sliould  rather 
ask  what  were  the  intentions  of  Gentle* 
men  opposite  upon  that  subject?  He 
was  most  anxious  to  bring  the  discussions 
on  the  Corn  Importation  Bill  to  a  close. 
He  had  been  accused  of  pressing  import- 
ant matters  forward  with  undue  haste  ; 
but  he  could  assure  the  House,  that  per- 
sonally it  was  a  matter  of  entire  indiffer- 
ence to  him  which  question  was  taken 
first ;  but  the  communications  he  daily 
received,  led  him,  upon  public  grounds, 
to  urge,  that  as  little  delay  as  possible 
should  intervene.  His  proceeding  with 
the  Corn  Bill  would  entirely  depend  on 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  If  thev  thought 
that  the  lense  of  the  House  had  been 
sufficiently  indicated  opon  that  question, 
he  should  be  moat  happy  to  bring  the 
discussion  at  once  to  a  close.  He  had 
put  it  ou  the  paper  every  night,  so  that  if 
business  wss  over  between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock,  no  impediment  should  exist  to 
their  proceeding  with  it.  If  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Officer  opposite  (Sir  C.  Napier), 
who  had  a  motion  on  the  paper  for  to- 
morrow, would  give  him  precedence,  he 
would  be  most  happv  to  bring  the  Com 
Bill  on  then.  He  had  exhausted  every 
means  in  his  power  to  bring  it  forward,  in 
order,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  terminate 
the  discossion. 

Mr.  C  Wood  begged  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  to  remember,  that  he  had  ex- 
pressed no  impatience  whatever,  or  the 
reverse.  He  was  anxious,  that  the  bill 
should  be  got  through  that  House,  and 
that  the  great  interests  now  kept  in  sua- 
Dense  should  be  set  at  rest.  But,  in  fact, 
ne  asked  the  queation  more  with  reference 
to  getting  out  of  town,  than  anything 
else. 

Mr.  C.  BuUer  soggealed  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  ibe  ferj  aios^  detko  of 


bringing  forward  the  Com  Bill  to-night, 
instead  of  the  Income-tax.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet's  conduct  on  this  subject  was 
very  inconsistent  Ten  days  ago  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  told  them  the  people  were 
all  agog  with  respect  to  the  Corn  Bill,  and 
the  trade  was  at  a  perfect  stand  still. 
But  now  the  right  hon.  Baronet  brought 
forward  the  Income-tax  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  Corn  Bill,  and  called  upon  the 
House  for  an  immediate  decision  upon  it. 
Really,  after  all,  he  did  not  think  any* 
body  was  in  such  a  confounded  hurry  to 
have  the  Income-tax  imposed.  The  only 
anxiety  seemed  to  be  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  to  prevent  any  expression  of  feel- 
ing in  the  country  upon  this  subject.  He 
was  trying  the  plan  he  had  tried  before—- 
most  unfairly  endeavouring  to  coerce  their 
conduct  on  one  measure  by  appealing  to 
the  impatience  of  the  country  with  refer- 
ence to  another— forcing  them  to  come  to 
a  precipitate  decision  on  the  Income-tax, 
in  order  to  overtake  the  Com  Bill.  Tbe 
right  hon.  Baronet  said,  that  the  Cor  ill 
had  been  discussed  a  great  deal  too  much. 
[iVb,  no ,']  The  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  at 
all  events,  the  other  night,  that  there  bad 
been  fourteen  nighis'discussion  on  the  Corn 
Bill,  and  that  certainly  seemed  to  imply, 
that  it  was  too  much  ;  but,  looking  at  the 
state  of  the  Corn  Bill,  there  was  a  ques- 
tion of  the  greatest  practical  importance 
to  the  country  which  required  to  be  mi- 
nutely sifted — he  meant  the  system  of 
averages — which  had  never  been  discussed 
at  all.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not 
hurry  to  any  decision  on  the  Income-tax. 
If  the  right  hon.  Baronet  wiabed,  in  con- 
iideration  of  the  state  of  trade,  and  tbo 
anxiety  which  prevailed  on  the  subject,  to 
come  to  a  speedy  deeision  on  the  com 
question,  he  had  the  remedy  in  his  own 
hands,  by  making  it  the  first  Order  of  the 
Dav. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  he  had  mentioned, 
not  fourteen,  but  sixteen  nights'  discus- 
sion. He  did  not  presume  to  say  that 
was  too  long,  but  be  certainly  thought 
there  had  been  a  tolerably  long  discussion 
on  the  Cora-bill.  He  did  not  say  too 
long,  became  the  result  had  been  to  cause 
great  satisfaction  throughout  the  country 
with  the  measure.  He  did  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  deprecate  the  discussion 
which  had  taken  pl»ce.  He  had  given 
notice,  and  he  thought  it  had  caused  tbu 
greatest  diaaatisfaction,  that  as  aoon  as  ha 
got  the  letohoion  on  tbe  Corn-bill  aa  • 
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ruiindation  of  the  meaiurc,  he  would  ex- 
plain and  take  the  sense  of  the  House  on 
his  linaiicial  measure.  The  course  he  had 
pursued  was  exactly  in  concurrence  with 
his  original  declaration,  and  most  cer- 
tainly he  thought  it  would  be  well  that 
the  opinion  of  the  Hnuse  should  be  pro- 
nounced at  the  earliest  period  with  respect 
to  an  Income-tax,  or  what  should  be  the 
foundation  on  which  the  new  system  of 
taxation  should  rest.  He  repeated  his 
anxiety  to  bring  forward  (he  Corn-bill  to> 
morrow,  if  be  could  get  precedence,  his 
desire  being  that  it  should  pass  as  soon  as 
possible :  but  at  the  same  time  he  begged 
most  respectfully  to  say,  that  upon  those 
days  appropriated  to  public  business  he 
meant  to  press  the  preliminary  resolution 
relative  to  the  Income-tax  before  anything 
else. 

Lord  J.  Ruueli  belicTcd  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  under  a  slight  mistake  in 
aupposing  that  (he  House  was  anxious  to 
pronounce  an  omnion  immediately  on  the 
Income-tax  ;  what  the  House  undoubtedly 
desired  was,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  staling 
generally  his  financial  plans,  and  the 
commercial  alterations  he  intended  to  pro- 
pose. For  his  own  part,  he  entirely 
agreed  with  his  hon.  friend,  that  if  the 
public  interest  was  the  sole  consideration, 
it  would  be  most  desirable  to  proceed 
with  the  Corn.hill,  when  the  question  of 
the  averages  and  other  details,  which 
could  only  be  discussed  in  committee, 
might  be  settled.  With  rr^ard  tu  the 
new  tarifT,  many  parties  would,  no  doubt, 
be  anxious  to  know  the  precise  duties  that 
would  be  imposed ;  but  the  amount  of  In- 
come-tax each  would  have  to  pay,  all 
must  pretty  well  know  that  already  ;  so 
(hat   whether   the   resolution    upon    that 


for  the  deciiion  of  tb«  t 
pared  as  to  the  amouDt  ba 
pay. 

House  m  ■  coramitlM  of   Way*  sad 
Mexni. 

The  IxcoMt  Tax.]  Hi.  Hawa  mmI. 
that  tha  anaonnccmeat  whidi  the  nobla 
Lord  the  Member  for  Loikloa  had  jaat 
made,  of  his  datermioatioB  to  offer  evcrj 
parliamentary  oppoailioa  to  the  imptMitiott 
of  the  proposed  odioai  aixl  unjua  ntimm 
of  taxation,  waa  one  which,  he  Bmly  be- 
lieved, would  be  received  with  aaiiafacUoa 
by  thousands  out  of  doon.  If  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  really  nada  out  «  cua 
for  resorting  to  the  Incotttc-tax,— if  ba 
had  shown  that  the  nalioDal  honour  »tM»- 
lutely  demanded  it,  W  that  the  natkrnal 
faith  would  be  at  stake  withoiii  it,  then  he 
readily  conceived  thai  no  oppusiiion  wuald 
be  offered  to  any  propoeiiion  of  tha  kind  ; 
but  it  was  precisely  becavse  he  tbooght 
that  a  case  hsd  not  bceo  made  out  ik«t 
he  for  one  should  oppose  IUf  propositioa 
of  the  Government.  For,  ilmuich  in  one 
ycsr  there  was  an  additional  ilclicicncy  of 
revenue,  yet  it  owed  its  origin  (o  iho  couraa 
pursued  by  the  party  oppciile  last  Tear. 
Had  a  different  course  btta  punued— 
had  a  fair  consideration  been  g)*en  to  the 
corn  duties,  the  augar  deiirt.  and  the 
limber  duties,  he  firmly  holicved  ihei  M 
the  present  moment  they  would  not  be 
wanting  the  aid  of  an  locoiBi-'Ui  to  carry 
on  the  Government  of  the  tuuuiiv.  But 
what  course  was  taken  on  these  seljactit^i 
The  party  opposite  refnsed  !•  ilncuta 
them,  and  the  right  hun.  Bar.mL-i  having 
determined  to  prevent  any  rt^l  sluretioa 
of  the  corn  and  sugar  duties,  fot  iha  per- 
pose  of  maintaining  the  eantislencv  et 
parly,  and  nothing  else,  now  Tuund  hm- 


i 


subject  were  taken  earlier  or  bicc  seemed  i  self  reduced   to  the  necessity,  unlcse  ifaa 


to  be  a  tnatlLT  of  very  little  importance. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  would,  no  doubt, 
take  his  own  cuarse.  He  could  only  say, 
that  hi-  should  certainly  divide  the  con- 
mittec  upon  the  resolution,  aud  aflerwirds 
on  the  report,  as  well  as  upon  the  firit, 
second,  and  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Sir  li.  I'tel  said,  he  had  heard  with 
some  regret  that  the  noble  Lord  proposed 
to  take  that  course  ;  at  the  same  time  that 
feeling  wa^  somewhat  ciualified  by  the 
announcement  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
made,  that  the  proposition  was  so  rea- 
sonable and  so  necessary  for  the  public 
ioUreaU  that  every  nan,  without  waiting 


ight  hon.  Baronet  chose  to  follow  n 
cltMcly  the  commercial  policy  of  his  pre- 
decessors, to  resort  to  an  Income-tax, 
which  he  did  not  hesitate  to  describe  as  at 
the  most  odious  and  unjust  ctiiracter.  He 
believed  that  a  truer  remarV  hsd  never 
been  made  than  was  uttered  by  ihr  nuUe 
VJKouDi,  the  Member  for  Sunderland, 
who  said  nothing  could  be  more  inj«. 
dicious  or  unwise  than  placine  ibe  naliaoml 
credit  on  un  impost  so  odious  aa  this. 
Let  the  system  but  once  eo  i  into  opet^ 
tion — let  the  secret  ioqu  »  o  be  aiui^, 
and  bankers  and  oth"'*  <      rtl  on  to  di»« 


cloM  their  prirtta  i 


(tad  bt  wm  ■ 
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finnly  of  opinion  that  lo  loud  an  expret- 
lion  of  the  public  dissatiafaclion  would 
reach  that  House,  that  it  would  become  a 
question  whether  any  GoYernment,  how- 
ever  strong,  could  resist  it.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet,  in  order  to  make  his  pro- 
position more  acceptable,  had  told  the 
House  that  he  intended  to  introduce  some 
few  alterations  into  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  1806 ;  but  when  in  1816  the  ques- 
tion of  a  property- tax  came  before  Par- 
liament, and  Lord  Bexley  proposed  to  re- 
duce the  amount  from  10  per  cent,  to  5 
per  cent.,  and  introduce  tarious  modifica- 
tions, did  he  succeed  in  conciliating  public 
feeling  ?  The  Ministry  then  had  •  large 
majority,  but  day  by  day,  in  consequence 
of  discussions  in  that  House,  the  popular 
feeling  rose  to  such  a  point,  that  at  length 
the  tax  was  refused,  and  one  of  the  most 
eloquent  Members  of  the  House  de- 
nounced it  by  declaring  that  '*  its  rem- 
nants and  records  were  only  fit  to  be  de- 
stroyed by  the  hands  of  the  common  hang- 
man." The  City  of  l^ndon  teemed  with 
complaints,  not  only  against  the  principle 
of  the  tax,  but  against  the  mode  in  which 
it  was  carried  into  effect.  If  inditiduals 
were  to  be  authorised  to  inquire  into  the 
income  of  others,  a  large  amount  of  in- 
quisitorial power  must  be  given  them ; 
and  he  trusted,  that  the  good  sense  of  the 
people  of  England  would  never  endure  to 
see  inquisitions  scattered  through  the 
country,  and  that  it  would  prevent  the 
Income-tax  disgracing  the  statute-book. 
On  the  occasion  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
two  petitions  from  the  city  of  London 
were  presented  against  the  continuance  of 
the  Income-tax,  one  from  the  corpora- 
tion, and  the  other  from  the  liverymen. 
He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  passage  in  the  petition  from 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  corporation  of  Lon- 
don.    It  was  there  stated,  that 

'*  Though  a  reduction  should  be  made  in 
the  amount  of  the  tax,  yet  the  principle  re- 
roaioing  unchanged,  the  petitioners  were  of 
opinion,  that  its  operation  would  be  still  more 
gallmg.  The  reduction  from  10  to  5  per 
cent.,  so  far  from  makioff  the  operation  of  the 
tax  less  vexatious,  would  produce  a  contrary 
effect,  and  tend  to  the  most  degrading  and 
inquisitorial  proceedings.** 

He  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  in 
proportion  to  the  smalloesa  of  the  tax,  the 
inquisitorial  nature  of  the  proceedings 
would  be  incremied  ;  for  the  commiasioo- 
ers  would  more  rigidly  tm\mn  accartit 


returns  from  every  individual.  Conse- 
quently the  tax  was  not  only  unjust  in  its 
nature,  but  it  must  become  as  unpopular 
as  it  was  unjust.  But  the  Opposition 
were  taunted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  with 
unnecessarily  advocating,  because  they  re- 
ferred to  the  repeal  of  22,000,000l  of 
taxes,  a  recourse  to  taxes  on  the  necessa- 
ries of  life;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  the  only  person,  forsooth,  who 
thought  of  the  interests  of  the  poor.  The 
Income-tax  was  to  be  taken  as  an  indica- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
uphold  the  rights  of  the  poor,  as  if  an  In- 
come-tax could  be  levied  on  the  pro6t8 
and  capital  of  trade  without  its  efTecta 
falling  on  the  |K>or.  An  accusation,  there- 
fore, more  shallow  or  flimsy  could  not 
have  been  brought,  than  that  those  who 
opposed  the  imposition  of  an  Income-tax, 
slighted  the  wants  and  necessities  of  tlie 
poor.  When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  this  accusation,  one  might  have 
imagined  that  the  Government  were  going 
to  fix  the  taxation  of  the  country  on  a 
broad  and  permanent  foundation,  and  that 
they  contemplated  relieving  the  poorer 
classes  from  the  pressure  under  which 
they  laboured ;  and  yet,  after  all  the 
grand ilomient  pretensions  which  had  been 
laid  claim  to,  it  appeared  that  they  only 
contemplated  the  continuance  of  the  In- 
come-tax for  three  years.  The  scheme  of 
the  Government  resolved  itself  into  the 
imposition  of  a  miserable  inquisitorial  tax 
for  three  years ;  and  then  the  whole  coun% 
try  was  to  relapse  into  the  old  system  of 
taxation.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site was  not  justified  in  imputing  motives 
to  parties  in  that  House  for  opposing  this 
tax.  The  whole  history  of  taxation,  and 
the  progress  of  opinion,  fully  justified 
every  Member  in  offering  the  most  deter- 
mined opposition  to  the  odious  impost. 
He  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty,  as  the 
representative  of  a  large  constituency,  to 
give  every  oppoaiton  to  the  propoeed  tax, 
believing  it  to  be  brought  forward  without 
adequate  cause*  How  was  the  case  made 
out  ?  The  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  that 
all  the  resources  of  taxation  on  the  great 
articles  of  consumption  were  exhaiisted. 
He  denied  thb.  The  right  hon.  Banmet 
had  refused  to  consider  an  effective  alter* 
ation  of  the  duties  on  some  articles  of 

S^eat  conaumption.    Before  the  right  hon« 
aronet  propoeed   an  Income-tax,  why 
did  be  abut  out  the  Houae  firoa  consider* 
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ing  1)0W  much  reYcnuc  might  be  raised 
from  a  due  alteration  of  the  duties  od 
sugar,  on  the  importation  of  corn,  and  on 
timber  ?  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  been 
pleased  to  say,  that  he  gave  up  600,000/. 
on  timber  in  consideration  of  advantage  to 
the  trade.  He  believed,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  made  a  much  larger 
concession  than  he  intended.  What  did 
the  riffht  hon.  Baronet  propose  to  do  with 
regard  to  timber  ?  All  former  advocates 
of  an  alteration  of  the  duties  on  timber 
had  endeavoured  to  show,  that  whilst  they 
reduced  the  price  to  the  consumer,  they 
would  bring  in  a  large  amount  of  revenue. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  quoted  the  au- 
thority of  Sir  H.  Parnell ;  but  it  so  hap- 
pened, that  the  only  passage  of  that 
gentleman's  work  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  read,  exactly  preceded  that  in 
which  he  pointed  out  the  fallacy  of  an 
alteration  like  the  one  now  proposed.  If 
the  light  hon.  Baronet  had  gone  one  step 
further,  he  would  have  found  that  Sir  Ki. 
Parnell,  instead  of  concurring  in  such 
a  plan,  suggested  one  exceedingly  differ- 
ent from  it.  The  passage  auuted  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  as  follows  : — 

'*  Tlic  duty  on  timber  aflfects  and  in- 
jures industry  in  a  great  yariuty  of  ways,  in 
consequence  of  its  being  so  much  used  in 
buildings,  ships,  machinery,  &c.  •Countries 
possessing  forests  in  the  vicinity  of  navigable 
rivers  enjoy  great  advantages  in  that  respect 
over  our  ship-builders  ;  and  to  lay  a  duty  on 
timber  is  still  further  to  increase  those  ad- 
vantages. Instead  of  doing  this,  it  would  ap- 
pear as  if  it  were  an  indispensable  preliminary 
to  securing  a  nerinaneuily  successful  competi- 
tion witli  foreign  ship-builders  to  admit  timber 
to  be  importcufrce  of  all  duty.** 

The  succeeding  passage,  nliich  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  did  nut  read,  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

*'  'Hie  present  arrangement  of  the  duties, 
namely,  lui.  a  load  un  Nutth  Ainericun  tim- 
ber, and  of  'j/.  I.'ii.  a  loud  on  Kuropcan  lim- 
ber, forces,  an  it  were,  the  u^c  of  tht-  former 
kind,  thnutrh  uf  inft-rior  quality.  It  has  already 
been  stated,  that  thin  arrangement,  which  has 
fur  its  object  to  protect  the  timber  of  our 
North  Ainericau  colonies,  costs  the  public 
l,uU0,iKKi/.  a-year, — many  competent  judges 
say  1  r'>l>0,Ouo/.  if,  in  place  of  these  dutiv%a 
dutv  of  1/.  i;ii.  a  load  were  im|>osed  on  all 
timber,  the  prices  would  be  reduced  l/.  a 
load,  and  the  revenue  would  be  considerably 
increased  .** 

[Sir  /?.  Perl:  I  read  the  passage.]  If 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  read  the  passage,  it 
escaped  hisobserratiOD  ;  at  any  rate,  it  was 


cht 


incoosistent  with  the  right  lion, 
argument  Let  the  House  cooaider  whal 
was  proposed  to  be  done  with  n 
to  timber ;  for  he  was  prrparad  to 
tend,  that  a  rcTcaoe  night  be  i 
from  a  proper  adjiutment  of  thi  daticib 
which  would  supply  to  a  certain  asUni 
the  deBciency  it  was  now  intandtd  la 
make  up  by  an  Income-tax.  Aeoordiaglo 
the  tariff  of  the  right  bon.  Baronal,  Cha 
duty  on  colonial  timber  wu  to  ba  tidwcod 
from  lOi.  to  Is.  Compare  tbia  piopoaition 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  coounitlaa  of 
1835.  They  proposed  to  retain  the  dw^ 
of  lOs.  on  colonial  timber,  and  to  rcdnea 
the  duty  on  European  to  40if.»  thaaAj 
leaving  a  differential  duty  of  30s.  Tha 
effect  of  the  proposed  alteration  wonid  ba 
a  considerable  loss  of  reTeoue.  HOt 
fore,  thought  that  the  timber  dutica, 
perly  managed,  might  be  a  Icgila 
source  of  revenue.  Before  he  lelt 
question  of  the  timber  duties,  he  aUu 
be  allowed  to  refer  to  those  authorilia^^ 
which  to  a  certain  extent  thoie  who  pea- 
pared  the  proposed  tariff  had  been  gnidad; 
because  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  ln,  mm 

fiut  in  a  state  of  great  forwardneia  hfCha 
ate  Government,  as  there  was  a  larSff  in 
the  appendix  to  the  report  of  the  impost 
duties  committee,  and  Mr.  Deacon  HnaN 
had  begun  to  classify  the  dotiee.  What 
did  Mr.  M*Gregor  propose?  He  propoead 
a  duty  of  7s.  6d.  on  colonial  timber,  and 
*22$,  CxL  on  foreign  timber,  and  he  aaiics* 
pated  that  such  an  alteration  would  rassa 
the  revenue  on  timber  from  lp600j000L 
to  2,.000,000/.  Me  calculated  that  them 
would  be  such  an  increased  consompliani 
and  consequent  benefit  to  the  coMwaHr, 
that  the  Treasury  would  actoallj  gel 
1  .(»00,000/.  more  from  timber.  {Ckmn.} 
lie  heard  those  cheers,  but  he  waa  Ml 
necessarily  bound  to  adopt  those  (jtwii. 
lie  would  take  half  a  million,  inilend  nf 
a  million,  and  with  other  sources  be 
make  up  an  aggregate  aum,  which 
justify  the  House  in  not  hafiog 
to  an  Income-tax.  The  right  hil 
net  had  put  the  question  to  the  H 
whether  it  would  adopt  the  In 
or  le^ort  tu  other  sources  of 
This  was  the  question  be 
whether  other  sources  of 
not  be  found  which,  in  the 
would  furnish  a  sum  si  tnt  io  jmtMj/ 
the  House  in  voting  against  meimpotfliaa 
of  an  Income-tax.  There  •  hM  doI  ba  i 
higher  authority  than        ,  !!«■••    ■§ 
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was  an  advoaite  for  a  reduction  of  the 
timber  duties,  and  be  proposed  to  obtain 
at  least  2,/>00.000/.  by  a  new  mode  of 
levying  the  duties.  The  opinion  he  ex- 
pressed before  the  committee  in  1834, 
and  which  he  entertained  to  the  last  hour 
be  lived,  was,  that  full  a  million  might  be 
obtained  by  a  new  adjustment  of  the 
duties.  He  would  now  advert  to  the 
sugar  duties*  They  were,  it  appeared, 
not  to  be  taken  into  considerattoo  '*at 
present,^  if  he  might  quote  an  expreuion 
which  was  much  commented  on  laat  year. 
He  should  like  the  country  distinctly  to 
understand  on  what  ground  resistance  to 
an  alteration  of  the  sugar  duties  was 
maintained.  Was  it  intended  to  uphold 
the  West-Indian  monopoly  as  a  monopoly; 
or  was  the  alteration  of  sugar  duties  re- 
fused on  the  ground  that  Parliament  ought 
to  give  no  eocouraeement  to  slave  prodsoe? 
If  the  latter  was  the  reason,  then  why  did 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  propose  to  lessen 
the  duty  on  tobacco  ?  [Sir  R,  Peel :  The 
reduction  only  extended  to  the  East- 
Indies.]  Ilis  argument  was  untouched 
by  that  remark ;  because  no  one  could  be 
found  to  justify  the  exclusion  of  slave- 
grown  tobacco.  He  would  refer  to  a  few 
facts  to  show  the  operation  of  the  sugar 
duties*  The  consumption  of  sugar,  and 
the  revenue  derived  from  it,  were  much 
the  same  in  1841  as  in  1828;  and  yet  the 
population  had  increased  at  least  in  the 
ratio  of  16  per  cent.  If  he  should  be 
told  that  the  quantity  of  sugar  imported 
was  now  increasing,  hb  answer  was  that 
the  population  was  increasing ;  and  in  a 
greater  ratio;  for  if  the  consumption  of 
sugar  for  the  last  ten  years  were  examined, 
there  would  be  found  a  great  falling  off 
in  the  consumption  per  head.  Why,  then, 
should  the  House  be  debarred  from  consi- 
dering this  source  of  revenue,  when  the 
alternative  offered  was  an  Income-tax? 
If,  the  sugar  duties  were  to  be  excluded 
from  consideration,  in  order  that  the  West- 
India  monopoly  might  be  maintiuned,  then 
it  was  right  that  the  country  should  clearly 
understand  how  dearly  thiey  were  paying 
for  this  monopoly.  I  was  gradually  spread- 
inc  through  the  country  a  conviction  that 
free-grown  sugar,  under  a  system  of  free- 
trade,  might  suocetsfully  compete  with 
slave-grown  lagar  from  any  part  of  the 
world.  But  with  regard  to  turar,  no  one 
doubted  that  by  a  judicious  alteration  of 
the  sugar  duties,  the  revenue  obtained  from 
t«gar  could  be  increaaed  fiom  800/XXM.  to 


l,000,000i.,  and  500,000/.  at  least  might 
be  obtained  from  timber.  He  had  a  right 
to  quote  the  official  servants  of  the  Crown 
as  authorities  to  be  relied  upon,  backed  as 
they  were  by  the  experience  of  various 
practical  men,  and  upon  that  authority 
he  would  slate  that  amount  might  be 
derived  from  timber  and  sugar,  and  he 
would  assert  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  proposed  Income-tax.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  never  told  them  what 
revenue  he  expected  from  corn.  It  was 
an  extremely  difficult  subject,  said  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  and  he  was  unable  to 
form  any  opinion,  notwithstanding  all  the 
intercourse  he  had  had  with  practical  men 
and  official  servants  of  the  Qovernment, 
whether  the  corn  bill  would  or  would  not 
be  the  means  of  introducing  much  or  little 
corn  into  this  country.  They  must  test 
the  value  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  con- 
cession to  the  people  by  that  admission. 
It  would  be  baa,  and  very  bad,  if  it  left 
the  corn-trade  where  it  was,  and  he  could 
not,  therefore,  help  thinking,  that  it  was 
not  so  very  difficult  to  form  an  opinion 
upon  it.  He  found,  indeed,  that  some 
who  were  engaged  in  the  corn-trade  thought 
it  would  raise  the  revenue— that  there 
would  be  a  higher  average  dutv  imposed 
on  corn — that  more  com  would  be  coming 
in  at  (hat  rate  of  duty,  and  therefore, 
there  wouhl  be  a  larger  revenue.  He^ 
believed,  that  from  that  source  1,200,000£ 
might  be  obtained,  and  therefore  from 
com  and  timber  he  could  get  1,700,000/. 
Before  they  resorted  to  an  Income-tax 
they  ought  to  try  every  other  resource. 
Now,  he  denied,  that  all  other  sources  of 
taxation  were  dried  up.  All  that  was  re- 
quisite was  a  large  and  comprehensive 
review  of  the  tarifi;  with  reference  to  the 
well-being  of  the  community,  and  if  that 
were  done  they  would  derive  a  revenue 
equal  to  that  which  they  would  derive  from 
the  Income-tax.  He  hoped  that  he  should 
not  be  hereafter  tauntea  if  he  opposed  this 
measure,  as  he  meant  to  do,  with  delay- 
ing a  measure  of  importance  to  the  country. 
He  denied  that  he  did  it  for  the  purpose  of 
delay.  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial 
side  had  done  the  same  thing  last  year, 
and  they  had,  therefore,  no  right  to  im- 
pute to  him  any  intention  to  cause  aa 
unfair  delay  in  the  consideration  of  the 
Income-tax.  He  fell  back  on  the  princi- 
ples of  finance  of  the  late  Oorerament. 
Upon  those  principles  he  stood ;  and  he 
was  sora  that  thqf  would  betr  him  ooC| 
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and  could  produce  a  revenue  equal  to  the 
tax  that  was  now  proposed.     He  asked 
them  to  shew  him  whether  he  overrated 
the  revenue  which  he  expected  to  derive 
from  corn  or  timber  ?     But  were  there  no 
other  sources?    Were  they  confined  to 
those  great  articles  of  consumption  ?  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  never  mentioned  one 
great  source  of  taxation,   namely,    real 
property  by  descent.     If  there  were  an 
alteration  of  the  stamp  duties,  and  they 
were  fairly  imposed   upon  that  kind  of 
property,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe 
and  he  never  knew  one  who  did  not  be- 
lieve, that  an  enormous  revenue  would  be 
derived  from  it.  It  was,  therefore,  exceed- 
ingly hard  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
should  throw  upon  them  the  necessity  of 
an  Income-tax  without  fairly  and  honestly 
bringing  forward  every  source  of  taxation. 
When  the  national  honour  and  the  public 
credit  were  at  stake,  he  would  never  sacri- 
fice them,  but  he  denied  that  they  were  so 
at  that  moment.    They  ought  not  to  be 
called  upon  for  a  war  tax.     They  might, 
indeed,  call  the  war  in  China  or  Aflghan- 
istan,  a  war,  and  compare  it  with  that  of 
the  French  revolution,  but  no  man  in  his 
senses  could  believe   in  the  comparison. 
But  this  was  not  a  tax  upon  them  to  sup- 
port a  war  in  Aflfghanistan.  The  people  of 
England    never   would  submit   to   it   for 
retaliatory  measures  of  bloodshed.     Why 
did  they  enter  AfTghanistan  ?     But  was 
that  any  justification  for  retaliatory  mea- 
sures ?     Were  they  to  go  on  in  •  wrong 
course  ?     And  that,  too  at  the  sacrifice  of 
the  lives  of  innocent  persons  ?     He  hoped 
that  when  the  vote  was  proposed  for  an 
increased  grant  on   account  of  that  war, 
the  sense  of  the  House  might  be  taken 
upon  the  subject.     He  knew  the  grounds 
upon  which  that  policy  was  recommended 
to  the    House,   but   he   never  heard  the 
House  condemn  it.     The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, the   Member   for   Dorchester  had 
given  notice  of  a  motion  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  certain  papers  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  Table  connected  with 
the  AfTghanistan  war  ;  but  did  he  do  so  ? 
No.     in  silence  he  passed  over  it,  and 
therefore,  he  supposed  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  cither  convinced   by  those 
papers,  or  thought  the  House  would  arrive 
at  a  conclusion  contrary  to  that  which  he 
wished  them  to  come  to.  He  hoped,  then, 
that  no  tax  would  be  charged  upon  this 
country    to    support    a    retaliatory    and 
bloody  war  with  a  people  whoDy  however 


atrociously  they  might  have  acted  on  i 
late  occasion,  he  could  not  but  regard  as 
bravely  fighting  for  their  own  natioaal  !■• 
dependence.  But  now  at  to  the  ilaaip 
duties.  He  would  quota  the  opinion  of  n 
gentleman  who  was  a  very  eompetant  an- 
thority  upon  the  subject.  The  question  of 
the  uneven  state  of  the  preseot  alaap 
duties  had  often  been  discussed,  and  upon 
that  subject  Mr.  Humphreys  said  :— 

"  We  have  seen  that  the  slanp  dntiau 
charged  on  real  and  personal  estates,  tho«|jk 
about  e<}ual  in  amount,  affect  totally  difmnft 
transactions  regarding  then.  Thus,  on  Cbeono 
hand,  land  is  not  charged  with  auy  dolias  osi 
the  following  occurrences  >»1,  Settlsmanls  ; 
2,  devises ;  3,  succession  on  intestacy,  allilnuafc 
personalitv  is  charged  to  tlie  amount  of  nsa^ 
3,000,000f .  under  these  different  arttdss.  On 
the  other  hand,  personal  estate,  or  at 
most  important  part  of  it  in  thiso 
namely,  the  Public  Funds,  Bank,  and 
India  stock — is  not  chargad  with  anj  d^ 
ties  on  sale,  whilst  these  form  an  itani 
among  taxes  on  land  amounting,  aftnr 
making  allowances  for  mortgages,  lo 
l,H00,0Oo/.  Let  then,  each  of  tha  ~ 
classes  of  real  and  personal  pro 
charged  with  the  stamp  duties,  Rom  wlick  iS 
is  at  present  free,  but  which  are  borne  bj  dM 
other  of  them,  and  an  additional  levenun  will 
be  produced  of  about  3,500/)00/,,  coUeeind  01 
the  smallest  expense  with  a  machinery  al« 
ready  established,  and  cither  inclodud  in 
the  transaction,  as  on  sales,  or  paid  wltk 
alat  rity  by  those  who,  at  the  same  inrtanl» 
succeed  to  the  property." 

That,  he  conceived,  would  be  An 
result  of  an  adjustment  of  tha  slanip 
duties,  and  equally  imposing  thcsa  an 
real  property  by  desceuL  Tha  pac* 
sonal  property  alone  included  in  Iha 
last  returns  of  one  year  was  abonC 
40,000,000/.,  and  the  rate  of  doty  paid 
upon  that,  was  on  the  average,  from  5  to 
10  per  cent. ;  at  the  same  time  hehisaaif 
should  prefer  that  the  whole  amount  of 
personal  property  should  be  subjact  to  n 
fixed  duty,  and  be  relieved  altogether  ' 
the  charge  of  an  Income-tax.  Whjt^ 
did  the  right  hon.  Baronet  say,  that  iImj 
must  have  an  Income-tax  ?  Becansa  tbo 
wine  duty  did  not  in  the  course  of  Cbrsn 
years  realize  the  amount  expected  ffoni 
it  ?  The  right  hon.  Baronet  quoted  onlj 
three  articles,  by  no  means  largo  or  ini* 
portant,  and  because  there  had  I 
failure  in  two  out  of  those  three,  ha 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  were  no  oChar 
sources  of  taxation.  As  to  the  Incomo-tas 
it  was  oue  which  he  held  to  ba  esssniialiy 
unjust  in  its  operation  that  Ibat    *  ~ 
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short  of  loroe  tctual  Decettity  or  great 
and  overwhelming  emergeDcy»  almost  ap. 
proaching  to  foreign  intasion,  would  jus- 
tify every  opposition  which  it  was  in  the 
power  of  every  hon.  Member  to  give  to  it. 
It  could,  too,  only  be  collected  by  the 
most  odious  process  ;  and  when  collected, 
it  would  bean  unequal  charge  on  property 
of  different  descriptions.  Life  annuitants 
and  profeuional  men  with  the  contingent 
cies  of  health  would  be  all  charged  at  the 
same  rate  as  owners  of  lands  in  fee  sim- 
ple. That  was  perfectly  monstrous  and 
unjustifiable.  Mr,  Sayer,  in  his  work  on 
the  property-tax,  attempted  to  show  the 
ratio  of  value  between  different  kinds  of 
property.  Assuming  a  rent  from  land  in 
fee  simple  of  lOO/.  to  be  worth  100/.,  he 
estimated  what  the  comparative  value  of 
the  same  amount  of  income  ought  to  be 
if  derived  from  any  other  source. 


KomiMi  Ii 

o#  £100  aqMi  U 

rrUU«r   tsIm  to 

1.  Rent  of  land  in  fee  simple  and 

perpetuity £lOO    0    0 

3.  Interest     of     mortgage,     or 

other  incomes 90    0    0 

3.  Interest  in  perpetuity  of  per- 
manent public  stocks  and  se* 

curities  85    0    0 

4.  Rent  of  land  entailed  on  the 

family  of  present  proprietor  .         80    0    0 

5.  Profit  of  commerce,  manufac- 
tures, and  trade,  derived  prin- 
cipally from  capital  . .  75    0    0 

6.  Rent  of  land  entailed  on  other 
Uian  the  family  of  present  pro- 
prietor, or  on  one  child  only      70    0    0 

7.  Annuities  for  life  or  terms  of 
years,  on  Government  Securi- 
ties, or  other  nerpetual  funds      66    0    0 

8.  Pay  and  pront  of  public  ser- 
vants and  other  public  authori- 
ties      . .  60    0    0 

9.  Profits  of  trade  and  occupa- 
tion of  land  derived  principally 
from,  or  wlK>lly  from«  skill  or 

industry  ..  50    0    0 

10.  Profits  of  ptofessions  from 

the  same         50    0    0 

Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  might  per- 
haps, object  to  the  deuils  of  his  calcula- 
tion, but  common  sense  told  them  there 
was  a  great  difference  between  an  an* 
nuity  and  a  rent  in  fee  aimple,  and  be- 
tween those  and  an  income  derived  from 
the  eiercise  of  industry.  Let  them  lake 
the  calculations  as  tbey  pleased,  still 
they  must  know  that  there  was  an  enor- 
mous difference  between  incomes  de. 
rived  from  land  in  fee  simple  and  from 


the  labour  and  skill  of  the  nanufac- 
turer  and  professional  men ;  and  though 
perhaps  not  perfectly  accurate,  yet  atill 
the  scale  showed  the  inherent  iojoa- 
tice  of  anything  in  the  shape  of  an  In- 
come-tax that  should  apply  equally  to 
all  incomes.  But  there  was  another  way 
in  which  that  might  be  answered  very 
successfully.  Application  had  been  made 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  by  many  persons 
in  London  to  consider  some  adjustment  of 
the  duty  on  terminable  annuities.  He 
might  take  the  case  of  an  insurance  office 
that  had  invested  a  part  of  its  funds  in 
these  terminable  annuities,  and  their 
position  would  be  thb  :— 

£1,500  Annuities  for  Terms  of  Years,  ending 
October,  1859. 
800  Annuities  for  Terms  of  Yean,  ending 
January,  1860. 

£9,a00  at  an  estimated  cost  of    .     .    £30/)00 

^■^^■^■■■■^^ 

Id,  in  the  pound  on  £2,300, would 
amount  to £67     1     8 

The  same  sum  of  £30,000  laid 
out  in  S  per  cent,  consols, 
would  produce  an  annual  in- 
come of  £  1,000,  on  which 
Id,  in  the  pound  would 
amount  to 29    3    4 


Difference 


.  £37    18  4 


That  is  to  say,  the  difi*ereoc6  in  the 
charge  on  the  sum  of  30,000/.  laid  out  io 
terminable  annuities  or  perpetual  aonoitiea 
—being  37/.  18f.  4d  per  annum  againal 
the  former.  Could  that  be  juat?  Befocie 
tbey  were  warranted  in  imposing  such  i 
tax  the  Government  were  bound  to  ahow 
them  that  it  was  perfectly  inevitable ;  bat 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad  not  done  that. 
There  was  another  observation  in  Mr. 
Sayer's  book — which  was  a  moat  able  work 
— which  he  would  state  to  the  House. 
Mr.  Sayer  stated  that  the  gross  estimated 
amount  of  income,  when  the  former  tax 
was  impoaed,  was  170,000,000/.,  bat 
taking  that  as  the  gross  amoant,  yet  in 
schedule  A,  according  to  the  retams  made 
to  the  tax-office,  10,000,000/.  w««  never 
returned  at  alL  In  acheduleB  10,000,000/. 
were  never  subjected  to  the  tax.  In 
schedole  C  6,000,000/.  were  defieient; 
and  in  schedole  D  13.000,000/.;  in  all, 
49,000,000/.,  or  about  30  per  cent.,  were 
never  sul^ected  to  the  Income-tax.  So 
that  on  the  imposition  of  this  odious  tax, 
notwithstanding  their  power  of  somasoa- 
ing  witoeaaea  aad  their  inqoiaitorial  aflbrta, 
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they  failed,  and  justly  failed,  to  realize 
anyihing  like  the  astetted  amouot.  How 
hardly  did  that  fall  on  the  honest  man. 
It  was  a  system  that  spread,  or  rather  held 
out  temptation  to  perjury  to  on  extent 
which  was  perfectly  frightful ;  and  much 
had  he  to  answer  for  who  thus  led  men 
into  such  a  trial,  and  at  the  moment  of 
the  greatest  distress  held  out  to  them  the 
temptation  of  making  false  returns.  As 
they  gave  power  to  their  commissioners, 
special  commissioners,  and  treasury  com- 
missioners— for  there  was  to  be  a  cloud  of 
them,  it  seemed — to  ascertain  the  incomes 
of  individuals,  so  would  they  increase 
crime  to  a  degree  unheard  of  in  this  coun- 
try. He  could  hardly  conceive  any  one 
imposing  such  a  taa  except  on  an  emer- 
gency, which  would  absolutely  leave  them 
a  prey  to  some  foreign  invader  unless  they 
consented  to  pass  such  a  measure.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  believed  that  their  sources 
of  taxation  were  unimpaired,  and  were 
abundant,  without  resorting  to  this  most 
odious  one :  and  if  he  wished  to  see  this 
country  agitated  and  disturbed  with  fresh 
causes  of  agitation  and  disturbance,  he 
could  not  iind  one  source  more  certain 
than  that  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  fallen  on.  Allow  him,  too,  to  say 
that  the  consequences  of  this  imposition, 
and  of  the  discussion  of  the  Corn-bill, 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  said  would 
reconcile  the  country  to  that  bill,  but 
which  aasertioQ  he  was  not  able  to  con- 
firm, for  he  believed  that  that  measure 
had  given  contentment  neither  to  the  far- 
mer nor  the  manufacturer,  and  that  the 
consideration  of  that  question  was  not 
settlcfi,  but  that  they  would  still  have  to 
struggle  with  it,  and  make  fresh  modifica- 
tions and  concessions  which  in  all  proba- 
bility might  have  been  effected  in  one  just 
and  comprehensive  measure — the  coiise- 
quences,  he  said,  of  that  discussion,  and 
of  this  tax,  mi^ht  be  most  serious  to  the 
country.  Tlie  right  hon.  Baronet  told 
them  that  another  cause  nf  the  Income- 
tax  was  that  it  fell  on  the  property  of  the 
country,  and  not  on  the  {loor ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  main- 
tiiined  the  (^orn-tax  to  an  amount  which 
the  highest  authorities  said  was  a  charge 
of  20  per  cvnt.  on  the  incomes  of  the 
lowest  classes.  ['*  Ao,  mo.  **]  The  right 
hon.  Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequer  shook 
his  head;  but  allow  him  to  say,  that 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a 
high  authonty  m  that  House,  yet  there 


were  pertont  cot  of  ibat  H 
of  eqoal  aothority  on  matteit  of  thia  kind* 
He  would  refer  to  tha  opbiona  of  ooa 
gentlenao  of  great  reapeelability  in  thn 
CitT  of  London,  and  largely  eonncctad 
with  the  property  of  the  oonnlry;  hm 
alluded  to  Mr.  Jooea  Uoyd ;  and  in  hmu 
ters  of  economy  of  thia  kind  hia  opmioA 
would  have  the  greatest  waighti  ht  anid, 

"  If  we  estimate,  it  was  itaiad  in  the  band* 
loom  weavers  report,  the  aTetaga  iacoma  af  n 
1H>or  family  at  lOi.  a  week,  the  avarage 
her  of  persons  in  each  family  at  fbnrpi 
average  price  of  com  at  OOi.,  their  aipandil 
in  bread  cannot  be  less  thaa  3t.  a-«n 
if  the  Corn-law  raises  the  price  of 
per  cent. "  (as  they  showed  it  did)  **  Ikal 
rates  as  an  iocome-tax  on  the  pooiatt ' 


The  declaration  thent  tiMt 
had  to  this  tax  that  it  might  Ml  Ms 
perty  and  save  the  poorer 
with  a  bad  grace  from  the  right 
Baronet  whilst  he  consented  to 
the  Corn-duties.  Such  a  diqdny 
benevolence  came  not  well  fioni  hint 
was  the  advocate  of  a  Corn-tni  oa 
poorest  labourer.  He  had  datninnd 
House,  he  feared,  too  long,  bnt  hn 
only  say  that  the  noblo  Lord 
his  most  earnest  support  in  eforj 
opposition  he  coola  offer  to  tlua 
He  might,  iodeedp  qnott  dM  ^ 
the  noble  Lord  the  Maiabar  fer 
Lancashire  on  the  inpoitant 
when  he  said  it  was  hia 
struct  Her  Majesty's  GovemnMnt. 
Stanley  :  •«  No,"  obstmct  thair 
Yes ;  that  was  the  word.  He  haaid  iki 
noble  Lord  say  it.  He  wu  ihn  laBl  pac^ 
son  to  quote  things  of  thia  aort  cafalaady| 
but  he  believed  he  beard  thn  nohin  Lara 
use  those  words,  and  that  in  evarj 
paper  and  account  of  iha 
debates  of  that  night  be  conM  Ind 
recorded.  He  did  not  mann  to 
vexatious  opposition  in  the 
he  understood  those  wordat  bat  hn 
certainly  offer  every  oppoaition  in 
power :  and  if  texationa  to  tha  Sli  ~ 
of  the  Crown.  He  wonid  not  pal  n 
struction  on  the  wonia  of  tha  nohk  Lmd  g 
but  he  knew  what  waa  tha 
put  upon  them  at  the  time,  on  hia 
the  House,  and  that  it  waa 
be  as  unguarded  a  declaration  na 
from  a  leafier  of  the  Oppoiitino*  Bat  kn 
meant  to  oppose  the  fiOTammanL  Ba 
cared  not  whether  ha  atood  nionat  hnt  ka 
would  give  every  oppnailioa  ta  iMnMk 
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as  an  onjustifiable  measore,  the  neeewitj 
of  which  was  not  proved,  which  would 
cause  a  most  odious  inquisition,  and  would 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  vast  amount  of 
national  vice  and  misery.  On  those 
grounds  he  would  take  every  opportunity 
of  giving  tp  it  his  most  hearty  and  deter- 
mined opposition. 

Mr.  Alderman  Thompson  said,  that  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat  down 
began  by  stating  that  he  would  show  to 
the  House  that  there  were  other  sources 
of  taxation  without  resorting  to  an  income- 
tax  ;  but  he  would  appeal  to  the  House 
whether  the  hon.  Member  had  not  signally 
failed  in  the  attempt.  As  to  reducing  the 
sugar-duties,  the  hon.  Member  did  not 
tell  the  House  whether  it  was  to  be  in  the 
scale  proposed  by  the  late  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  If,  he  did,  then  his 
opinion  was,  that  that  House  would  have 
acted  most  injudiciously  if  they  bad 
adopted  thst  plan.  A  gpreat  sacrifice  had 
been  made  with  respect  to  slavery  in  the 
British  colonies;  an  example  had  been 
held  out  to  other  countries,  and  he  be- 
lieved was  being  followed  by  many  of 
them  at  that  moment ;  and  under  those 
circumstances  he  could  not  have  voted  for 
such  a  measure  at  was  proposed  for  a  re- 
duction of  the  sugar  taxes.  He  would 
also  ask  the  House  whether,  situated  as  this 
country  was,  it  would  have  been  prudent 
for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
have  proposed  a  measure  of  finance  which 
was  not  founded  on  a  solid  and  substantial 
basis  ?  Under  the  present  ctrcumstancea 
there  was  an  imperative  necessity  for  a 
bold  decisive  measure.  Did  the  hon. 
Memt»er  suppose  that  the  war  existing  was 
confined  to  China  and  Affghanbtan? 
Was  he  not  aware  that  several  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  India  were  in  a  most  critical  po- 
sition ?  At  such  a  conjuncture  was 
there  not  a  loud  call  for  the  strongest 
measures?  What  said  the  right  hoo. 
Gentleman  the  late  President  of  the  Board 
of  Control,  when  the  First  Minister  of  the 
Crown  had  made  his  statements  respect- 
ing our  Indian  disasters?  Had  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  emphatically  de- 
clared that  the  Premier's  resolution  would 
be  re-echoed  not  onlv  by  the  House,  but 
through  the  country?  It  was  impoasible 
to  expect  the  Indian  warfare  to  be  carried 
on  with  the  requisite  vigour,  unless  the 
necessary  funds  were  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Goveromeot.  But  looking  at  the 
wiat,  jttsty  a»d  honest  referm  of  o«f  com* 


mercial  system  which  accompanied  the 
new  tax,  he  thought  the  country  might 
cheerfully  accept  the  measure.  At  all 
events,  it  was  by  such  a  measure  alooe 
that  the  pernicious  system  could  be  put 
an  end  to  which  had  so  long  been  followed 
by  the  late  Government— the  practice  of 
perpetual  borrowing.  Let  the  House  and 
the  country  bear  in  mind  the  loss  of  credit 
which  had  been  the  consequence  of  such 
proceedings  in  some  of  the  American 
states.  1^1  them  remember  the  examples, 
in  like  manner,  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
and  they  could  not  but  perceive  the  urgent 
necessity  for  putting  an  end  to  a  practice 
so  fraught  with  dishonour  and  with  danger. 
How  had  the  existing  emi>arrassments 
been  occasioned  ?  By  the  mismanage- 
ment and  impolicy  of  the  late  Adminis- 
tration in  regard  to  India  and  China.  It 
was  not,  let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  the  pre- 
sent Government  which  was  responsit»l€ 
for  our  warfare  in  the  East.  In  regard  to 
the  levying  of  the  new  tax,  thus  rendered 
as  he  thought  necessary,  it  would  be 
made  much  less  onerous  by  the  provi- 
sions respecting  the  various  commiuions 
of  adjudication  and  appeal.  And  no 
doubt  the  Ministry  would  manifest  a  ge- 
nerous and  confidmg  spirit,  giving  credit 
to  the  people  for  a  disposition  to  act 
honestly  and  honourably.  The  title  of  a 
British  merchant  had  been  long  deemed 
synonymous  with  that  of  honour,  and  he 
hoped  that  by  a  British  Minister  thia  con- 
6dence  would  never  be  weakened.  There 
was  only  one  point  in  the  new  tax  which 
he  deemed  open  to  serious  objection ;  and, 
though  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  de- 
clared his  determination  not  to  relax  his 
measure,  he  might  yet  be  induced  to  re- 
consider this  case — that  of  the  Govern- 
ment annuitants.  It  seemed  unjust  that 
the  holdeis  of  terminable  should  be  as- 
sessed as  highly  as  the  holders  of  inter- 
minable annuities ;  and  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  by  the  act  10th  George  4th, 
chap.  29,  the  public  had  t>een  eneooraged 
and  induced  to  convert  perpetaal  into 
terminable  annuitants;  and  the  result  of 
the  new  measure  would  be,  that  theae 
parties  would  pay  on  their  shorter  an* 
nuKies  three  or  foer  times  the  amount 
which  they  would  have  had  to  pay  on  their 
perpetual  annuitiea.  Trusting  that  this 
point  would  be  considered,  and  believing 
it  lor  the  real  interests  of  the  community 
that  this  great  measure  should  pass,  he 
intended  certainly  to  give  it  hie  aappott. 
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to  which  that  ut  ■hoold  ba  diraelfd  ■ 
fint  to  render  ttsitioD  u  ^  •, , 
Bi  little  felt  M  poaiible  bj  — om  m  • 
tti  bunben  wu  laid  ;  tnd  Mcoodly,  md 
that  wki  bj  hr  the  mon  itaportaBt  shMt 
to  tike  upecial  can  that  bj  iIm  o 
of  the  taxei  impoaed  ihewiireaiof 
protperiij  were  not  afiacud,  aof  Ik*  aaw 
plui  income  of  the  coii)ianBitj,frOB«hiah 
alone  Uxation  could  ba  draws— ihwaby 
diminiihed.  Did  the  achmu  oT  finif 
of  the  fight  hOD.  Genilenan  atliai^  ikam 
two  conditions?  Oa  tba  coatnir,  it 
would  leem  to  have  been  cooalnietaa  «ilh 
a  itudicd  diiregard  to  both.  Om  pm  at 
hii  acheme  cOD*iated  of  diract  r— '^ —  ■- 


Sir  W.  Clay:  The  reaolulioo  before 
the  committee  called  upon  ihem  to 
ataent  to  the  firat  and  mott  important 
portion  of  the  right  hon.  GentlemaD'a 
•cheme  of  Bnance— to  the  impoaition  of 
an  Income-tax.  To  that  acheme  he  thought 
there  exiated  the  greateit  objectiont,  whe- 
ther, on  the  grounda  of  juatice  or  policy. 
Thoae  objecliona  he  ihould  proceed  to 
■tale  in  the  iborteal  end  limpleil  termi. 
The  couDtry  was  in  financial  difficulty, 
the  revenue  fell  abort  of  the  expendiiare; 
the  right  hon.  Genilemao  proposed  to 
meet  lhi«  difficulty — to  equalise  the  income 
and  expenditure  by  taking  at  once,  and  by 
a  direct  proceaa  a  portion  of  every  man's 
properly.  It  would  be  in  the  recollection 
probably  of  the  House,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  once  aaid,  that  for  a  Govem- 
meottogeirid  of  a  political  or  adminis- 
trative difficnlty,  by  a  grant  of  public 
money,  was  t  vulgar  expedient.  Now  he 
(Sir  w.  Clay)  would  not  retort  upon  the 
right  boo.  Gentleman  hit  own  expression, 
he  would  not  say  ihat,  for  a  Minister  to 
get  rid  of  a  financial  difficulty  by  at  once 
thrusting  hia  hands  iu  the  pockets  of  the 
people  waa  a  vulgar  expedient;  but  he 
would  aay.that  it  waa  an  easy  eipedieoi.an 
expedient  requiring  no  very  gnat  slralch  of 
ingenuity;  it  wai  financiering  made  easy, 
an  expedient  accordingly  level  to  the  capa- 
city of  ihe  least  civilised  people,  and  in 
the  moat  barbarous  timer.  The  aids  and  be- 
nevoleoces  of  our  Plantagenet  sovereigns 
were  levied  on  the  simple  plan  of  taking  a 
certain  portion  of  every  man's  goods.  On 
the  lame  principle  the  Mogul  concjuerora 
of  India  taxed  their  conquered  provinces. 
It  waa  indeed,  the  ordinary  process  by 
which  stronger  parlies  helped  tlicmselvca. 
In  modern  time*,  in  free  countries  espe- 
cially, it  had  been  thought  expedient,  and 
found  possible  to  provide  for  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  (tale  by  the  gentler  pioceii  of 
indirect  laxation— a  proceii  which  loft  to 
every  individual  in  lome  aoil,  the  power  of 
taxing  himaeir,  and  regulating,  by  hi*  own 
convenience,  the  amount  of  his  contribu- 
tion to  the  revenue  required  for  the  ncces- 
aitiea  of  the  State.  If  iheie  existed  ouch 
a  thing  as  fiacal  acience— if  there  were 
any  art  required  in  the  vocation  of  a 
Mmisierof  finance  bejond  the  simply  tak- 
ing from  the  people  by  ihe  strong  hand 
of  power,  tuch  a  portion  oftlicir  property 
as  would  make  up  the  necessary  aniuunt 
of  the  public  income,  surely  iht-  problenia 
lo  be  solved  by  that  science— tbe  objecla 


the  mott  harab,  uaeqai 
it  could 


form  in  which  it  could  ba  tapond: 
other.of  a  system,  thaayatemMlhaCi 
lawa,  which  directly  tendad  to  Immm 
power  of  the  commnaity  to  aopport  ti 
ttoo— by  lesacDing  th«  prafiiaof  ca| 
and  diminlabing  the  deraud  br  Iha  h> 
bour  of  the  operative,  whilst  it  •  ' 
the  cost  ofbii  aubtiatonce.  S( 
been  already  aaid  on  the  otNW 
income-tax  at  a  mode  of  rair — 
whether,  on  the  ground  of  b 
venteoce — thoae  objecliona  vcnaoialptfk 
iuaeparable  from  the  tax  itarif.  tMjhM 
been  met  by  ao  little  reply,  that  W  aCMHly 
felt  it  necessary  to  tronbla  tho  eOMalMl 
with  any  obienratioDa  on  that  pOML  Wiih 
the  appearance  of  equal ity,lha  looOflMlK 
waa  perhapa  of  all,  all  that  coold  btdninri 
—  the  moat  unfair  and  uneqnnl  ia  itoflfHa> 
tion.  Nothing  abort  of  omniacieaoi  OhM 
ible  them  really  lo  apportion  BMck  iliB 
Justly  to  each  man's  mtana ;  ud  tna  A* 
rudest  and  moat  ineomplele  oppaOHM* 
tion  to  fairnau  conld  only  bt  otttaiMd  Iw 
a  proccu  the  most  harab,  inqniaitatiil,Mi 
offenaive.  So  foreibly  waa  tkia  fall  hj  tin 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  be  vMv 
abandoned  even  the  attempt  to  dn 
in  any  one  linglt  inattnoa  tba  gl  ^ 
injustice  of  the  operation  of  no  ttmi 
feeling  that  if  he  gava  way  bat  ■•  •  ■■^k 
instance,  a  hundred  other  ctaao  woaUn 
forced  on  bia  notice  of  imntiei  H  HlJh- 
ing  as  that  which  he  hod  ranadiad.  ■■ 
would  be  obliged  to  make  eoneeaaJM  lAir 
concession,  and  his  scheOM  wmid  bMMW 
impracticable.  Like  tba  Trinmriit  tf  ll^ 
he  fell,  probably,  thai  if  jnatica  or  Oi^i^ 
lion  were  once  permitied  to  ■ 
exemption,  his  proscripltia 
spoilt.  Hut  what  an  »  i ' 
righi  boa.  Genlleawo.     1 1 
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look  at  the  case  with  respect  to  which  hit 
declaration  of  Friday  eYening  was  made, 
the  case  of  the  termiDable  annuities. 
Others  might  be  found  appealing  more 
directly  to  the  feelings,  but  none,  perhaps, 
of  more  striking  injustice.  The  Bank,  as 
well  at  other  great  public  bodies  (if  he 
were  rightly  informed,  all  the  Life  Assur- 
ance Companies  in  London  had  joined  in 
a  remonstrance  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  the  subject)  had  been  expressly 
invited — as  the  committee  were  well  re- 
minded by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
spoken  last — by  the  10  Geo.  4th,  c.  24,  to 
exchange  the  stock,  the  perpetual  annu- 
ities thev  held,  for  terminable  annuities. 
They  had  done  so  to  the  amount  of  very 
many  millions,  receiving,  of  course,  a 
much  larger  amount  of  annual  return  than 
on  the  stock  they  transferred.  But  this 
annual  return  was  not  interest,  not  income, 
in  most  cases  half,  in  many  cases  more 
than  half  was  the  repayment  of  capital. 
To  tax  the  whole  of  it  as  if  it  were  inter, 
est,  was  to  tax  the  same  parties  twice, 
once  on  income,  and  again  on  capital. 
The  transaction,  looking  at  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  original  change 
from  perpetual  to  terminable  annuities 
was  made,  was  a  positive  breach  of 
public  faith.  Again,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  told  them,  that  the  pro- 
cess of  collection  was  to  be  substantially 
the  same  as  under  the  old  law,  a  process 
which  had  formerly  produced,  and  must 
again  produce  that  same  amount  of  wrong, 
vexation,  and  crime,  so  powerfully  de- 
scribed in  the  petition  from  the  city  in 
1816,  read  to  the  House  on  Friday  by  hit 
right  hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for  Ports- 
month.  Did  hon.  Gentlemen  wish  to  have 
a  clear  and  vivid  conception  of  the  work- 
ing of  an  Income-tax  ?  Let  ihem  read  the 
article  reprinted  by  the  Times  newspaper 
from  its  own  columns  in  1816,  an  article 
so  graphic  and  forcible,  as  to  shew  in  the 
clearest  manner,  the  feelings  that  the  tax 
excited  in  the  minds  of  the  generation 
which  suffered  under  it.  The  hon.  and 
worthy  Alderman  who  had  last  addressed 
the  committee,  although  aware,  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  bad  stated  his  intention 
to  be  to  modify  bat  very  slightly  the  pro- 
cess of  collection  defined  by  the  act  of 
1 806,  yet  expressed  a  confident  hope,  that 
the  tax  vrould  not  be  severe  in  its  opera- 
tion. The  hon.  and  worthy  Gentleman 
was  veiy  tasily  satisfied.  He  anticipated, 
too,  that  Govemment  would  direct  the 
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levy  **  in  a  generous  and  confiding  spirit.** 
Imagine  a  tax-gatherer  manifesting  a 
'*  generous  and  confiding  spirit  I  "  Why, 
he  could  not  do  so,  without  betraying  his 
duty.  The  tax,  whatever  it  was,  if  it 
ought  to  be  levied  at  all,  ought  to  be  le- 
vied in  a  firm  and  uncompromising  mao« 
ner.  One  exception  there  was  indeed  to 
the  inquisitorial  operation  of  the  tax,  and 
that  exception  was,  as  might  have  been 
expected,  in  favour  of  the  landed  interest. 
The  books  of  the  farmer,  of  the  capitalist 
who  employed  his  capital  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  land,  were  to  be  free  from  inspec- 
tion, his  profits  were  to  be  estimated  by  an 
arbitrary,  but  a  most  lenient  rule.  The 
farmer's  profits  were  to  be  estimated  at 
one  half  his  rent,  and  be  was  to  be 
saved  from  any  inquisition  into  his  income. 
Against  this  monstrous  exception,  he  (Sir 
W.  Clay)  on  behalf  of  his  constituents, 
protested  on  every  ground  of  justice  and 
fairness,  he  would  not  now  state  those 
grounds,  he  would  do  so  on  some  future 
occasion,  when  he  should  probably  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  the  bill  in  this 
particular.  He  would  say  no  more  on  this 
branch  of  the  question ;  he  would  state 
only  his  deliberate  conviction,  that  such 
was  the  odious  nature  of  this  tax,  that  it 
was  one  to  which  no  free  people  ought  to 
submit,  but  under  circumstances,  to  which 
the  present  circumstances  of  this  country 
had  not  even  the  remotest  analogy.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  it  was  a  case 
of  necessity.  He  denied  the  necessity; 
or  if  there  were  a  necessity,  it  was  one 
purely  and  simply  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's own  creating.  He  would  not 
refer  to  the  contrast  between  the  dark 
period  when  the  nation  acquiesced  in  the 
endurance  of  the  tax,  and  the  present 
times.  He  would  make  no  comment  on 
the  comparison-^the  almost  ludicrous 
comparison  ^between  the  wars  in  which 
they  were  now  engaged  with  barbaroos 
powers  at  the  other  side  of  the  globe,  and 
the  fierce  contest  in  which  England  strug- 
gled for  existence  against  the  greatest 
power  the  world  had  ever  seen,  wielded  by 
the  greatest  intellect.  He  would  waive 
all  such  considerations.  Whether  their 
perils  were  great  or  small,  he  a»erted,  and 
would  prove,  that  there  was  not  in  the 
social  or  financial  condition  of  the  country 
the  slightest  justification  for  the  des- 
perate expedient  by  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  supply  the 
deficiency  of  the  revenue.  The  necessity 
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itroM  only  fnin  the  policy  of  the  right 
)inn.  Gpnikmnn  himseir.  The  Income- 
I  .k  o.ii  ilii-  |i  >i'f  ihdi  ihr  rounirv  wm  lo 
l>>)  lur  itie  niHiiiiFniinre  of  ihe  pitnciple 
orihe  oiil  Corn>laifi,  Tor  the  mainienftnce 
or  the  ■IJdinjr-Kiiili-,  the  price  Cor  clau  le> 
pialBiiiin,  the  pnce  for  the  pioiection  of 
IHiwciliil  iiitrreiil!!  Ht  ihr  eiprnie  of  lh« 
fe»l  of  the  community,  ihe  prire  for  mono- 
pnly.  Did  hon.  Geotlemen  deny  thit  ? 
He  would  prove  it  by  ihe  unaniwerablp 
loftic  of  Tacit.  The  right  hon.  Oentlcrann 
taid,  they  had  reached  the  hmiti  of  taxct 
on  conBumption,  he  dented  that  they  had 
even  npproached  thoM  except  in  conse- 
quence of  their  own  unjuit  and  abiurd  li'- 
giilaiion  ?  What  wai  the  necetiary  limit 
of  tixea  on  consumption?  the  extent  of 
course  of  the  power  on  tlic  part  uf  the 
people  to  coniume  taxed  articlea.  But 
what  wai  the  limit  of  that  power  T  the 
amount  of  Ihe  net  aggregata  income  of 
the  whole  community,  after  replacinf;  the 
capital  employed  in  production,  and  the 
coal  of  lubiilteDce  of  Ihe  labourer.    A  net 


iorploi  of  incoB*  wm  tWoriynM 
on  which  an  indivMail  eonM  mhmm 
rely  to  endure  anj  harden  on  hb  Inu 


I  the  coil  of  hU  anbiliti 


tower,  M>  would  bia  anrplaa  bs  lM|gH'. 
That  which  wan  iru«  of  oM  m»»  wm  utm 
of  a  nalion,  and  in  the  preciaa  degna  itat 
the  price  ofthe  chief  article  of  MtbnMiartt 
bread,  wat  lower,  woold  il  be  ftM*d  Iktt 
the  power  of  the  peoplo  lo  rniwi 
articlea  paying  Cuitona  and  Biciaa  datiM 
wa*  increaied,  that  the  powar  to  ■». 
dure  taxation  vaa  enlarged,  and  iIn  !•• 
venue  coawquenll*  iaprorad.  TMs  VMI> 
elusion  he  thought  autBciently  obnni 
upon  ^  priori  reaaoning,  bat  it  wm  sa^ 
ported  alio  by  facia  to  rcnarkiUs  ihM 
he  truiied  to  be  pardoned  by  tba  HmNi 
for  referring  to  them,  He  mnld  md  •M 
the  Home  the  reauld  of  a  ralrnhllM 
ihowing  Ihe  effect  of  iba  price  •(  «Ma 
on  the  revenue  eince  the  letainMiea  if 
the  war  and  conlratling  the  ptlMe  tt 
high  and  low  pricca. 


ST*TEiieirT  of  the  groaa  receipt  of  revenue  from  dntiee  of  C 

Stamp!,  and  from  ataeaied  taxei  (drawbacka  and  payment!  of  the  like  Meure  4^ 
ducted, but  without  deductingiUe  chargei  of  collection),  the  eatimated  utoaal  af 
laxei  imposed,  or  repealed;  the  actual  iocreaie  or  decreate  of  rcveqMi  aad  iha 
mean  pricea  of  Wheat,  ai  per  Londom  Oaaette,  in  lueceaiive  periodi,  fnm  8lh  J|MI> 
ary  1815  to  5th  January,  1841  :— 

£ 
1SI5.— Price  of  wheit,  63i.  Brf.      Revenue,  iBcludine— in  addition  to  the  »-,-„(.-,  ^ 
t.     il.  uxes  above  itaied— the  locom»-iM,  repealed  in  1818  .i'*'™*^" 

IBir>    Tti    3        HevcDue  uf  1H19 HMTfit^ 

IBIT     94     0  — 

iHin  H:i  8  wvmjmt 

t)JI9    7'i    3        Tixet  repealed  from  IHic  to  IBISiocIuiive     £17,863,848 

■  ■   ■        Leu  taxes  imposed 3,488,701 

Mean  Bl     G  

i4jT»,m 

Real  Lms  of  Revenue  JBAttjn 

id  £ 

1830    cr<  10        Revenue  of  inn.ai  altove UJUIJOti 

tail     .14     i  Uiiio      IHJ]       .        .  ...    M3Mjfe4S  ' 

IB'JJ    41    a  '    '  I- 

IB33     SI     V  '"'•Wj^H 

Tues  repctird  from  tU-.'O  lo  IHJI  inckiife  ,    £d,MMM4S  ^^H 

Mean  51  lU         Less  uxn  imposed I83,M0  ^^| 

Real  increaae  of  tcttnua t»jrj*JSta 
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«.  d,  £ 

1824    62    0  Revenue  of  1823,  at  abore 54,466,845 

182^     06     6  Ditto       1827 52,036,840 

18-26     56   11  ,i^_— -^ 

1827     56     9  2,430,005 

Tixen  repeated  from  1824  lo  1827,  inclusive    £7,528,825 

Mean  60    6  LeM  taxes  iiB|M>sed 307,832 

7,220,993 
Real  increase  of  revenue £4,790,988 


1828  60  5 

1829  66  :J 
1K30  64  3 
18:n  66  4 


Mean  64     4 


Revenue  of  1827,  as  above 
Ditto     1831 


Taxes  repealed  from  1828  to  1831 .  inclusive .     £5,837,188 
Lets  taxe»  imposed      .....       1,325,556 


£ 
52,036,840 
48/M  1,966 

3,994,874 


Real  increase  of  revenue 


4,510,632 
£516,758 


f. 

J. 

1832  58 

8 

1833  52 

11 

1R34   46 

2 

183:»  39 

4 

1836  48 

6 

Mean  49 

1 

Revenue  of  1831,  as  above 
Ditto     1836       . 


Taxes  repealed  from  1832  to  1836.  inclusive  .     £5,555,594 
Less  taxes  imposed 246,716 


£ 
48,041,966 
50,036,973 

1,995,007 


Real  increase  of  revenue 


5,308,878 
.  £7,303,885 


I.  d. 
1S37  55  10 

1838  64  7 

1839  70  8 

1840  66  4 


Mean  62  1 1 


£ 

Revenue  of  1836,  u  above 50,036,973 

Ditto      1840 49,567^18 

469,455 

Proportion  of  the  taxes  imposefl  in  1840,  estimated  as  re-       ,  ..^  ^^^^ 

ceivable  to  5Ui  January.  1841 i,^43,uoo 

Real  loss  of  revenue £1,912,455 


The  Brtt  inference  from  tbc  Bgures  to 
which  he  had  referred  was,  as  the  committee 
would  obierve,  that  the  revenue  uniformly 
fluctuated  inversely  as  the  price  of  corn, 
rising  as  the  price  declined,  and  falling  as  it 
advanced,— but  independently  of  that  ge- 
neral tendency — the  facts  as  to  the  prices 
of  corn  and  the  flocluations  of  the  revenue 
—  cs()ecially  within  the  last  ten  years  led 
to  nost  important  conclusions  as  regarded 
the  question  then  under  the  consideration 
of  the  committee.  From  1832  to  1836 
inclusive,  the  revenue  increased  in  round 
numU>rs  7,300,000/.,  that  is  to  say,  there 
was  *n  absolute  increase  during  that  period 
of  2,000,000/.  and  a  remiasioa  of  taxes  to 


the  extent  of  5,300,000/.,  now  what  had 
been  the  price  of  wheat  during  that  period? 
why  singularly  enough,  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble the  very  price  at  which  tbey  bad  been 
assured  by  the  right  bon.  Baronet  the 
Membifr  for  Dorchester,  it  would  have 
stood  under  tb«  Corn-law  proposed  by  the 
late  Government.  That  right  bon.  Gen- 
tleman had  told  the  House,  tbit  wheat 
cuuld  be  imported  at  40f.  per  quarter — 
if  to  this  8i.  duty  be  added,  they  had  a 
price  of  48j.  per  Quarter  or  If.  less  than 
the  mean  price  of  the  fife  years,  during 
vk  hich  the  revenue  improved  so  remarkably. 
It  was  singular  again,  that  during  tbe 
four  following  ytart  of  higb  prices— of 
2  It 
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which  the  mean  w»  62s.  lid.,  or  nekrly 
14f.  per  quarter  above  the  mean  of  the 
preceding  fi*e  yean,  the  dimiaQiioD  of 
the  revenue  amounted  to  l,900,000f.,  or 
within  400,000f..  of  the  deficiency  in  the 
year  1841.  Wbi  he  not,  therefore,  jui- 
lified  in  a»uming  that  had  luch  an  alter- 
ation of  our  Corn-lam  been  made  ai 
would  have  kept  wheat  at  about  the  price 
of  the  yean  during;  which  the  revenue  «o 
greatly  prospered  there  would  have  been 
no  deficiency,  and  no  neceiiily  iherL-fore 
for  an  Income'lax.  He  wai  aatialied,  that 
he  was  justified  and  more  than  jugtified  in 
that  QBiumption,  for  he  had  only  taken 
the  revenue  ai  remaining  itationary,  where- 
as under  the  circumitaoce*  he  had  lup- 
pofed  all  their  experience  would  lead  to 
the  expectation  ofa  rapid  increate.  But 
it  might  be  taid,  he  looked  ooly  to  the 
future— that  the  conaideralioni  he  had 
addresied  to  the  committee  even  if 
rect — only  ihowed  a  high  probability 
pcoipeciive  improvement  of  the  revenue- 
how  would  he  meet  preaeot  difficultiei — 
how  would  he  deal  with  the  exitting  lieti.  |  h: 
cit?  In  hit  opinion,  the  reply  wat  emy. 
It  would  be  recollected,  that  in  referring 
to  the  alteration  of  the  Corn-lawi  propoied 
by  the  late  Government — he  hid  only 
stated  what  would  be  iti  general  effect  on 
the  revenue, —he  had  not  taken  into 
cODtideratioo  iti  operation  ai  part  of 
the  budget  of  laat  year.  Whit  would 
have  been  ill  operation  in  that  reipeci — 
what  would  have  been  the  effect  of 
the  alteration!  propoied  in  the  duties  on 
corn  and  timber — what  in  abort  would 
now  have  been  the  condition  of  ibelinance* 
if  the  budget  of  lait  year  hud  been  iduiiii;)! } 
The  committee  had  been  auured  by  hi* 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Pi<iti- 
mouth,  —  that  if  hia  budget  had  b.-rn 
adopted — they  would  in  addition  lo  the 
actual  receipt — have  got- 


wbether  then  would  hi 

at  til— u  appearance!  rei 

ble,  that  a  mach  larget  ti 

been   received   from   com 

which   hii  right  hon.  Fiiend  hwl 

credit,  ai  the  remit  of  hb  ' 


tssz 


year  now  about  to  termiDaU.  Bat 
ing  even,— and  it  wbi  a  large  adi 
that  there  ihould  have  appeared  K 
deficit  of  1.000,000/.,  wobM  UmI 
been  a  proipecl  w  formidable  aa  aal«  ■• 
hive  been  met  by  the  imponiMM  MM 
Income-ti-i  t     At  the  riak  of  beiof  d 


by   the  right  hoo.  Baronet  *■*(  tha 

mean  spirited  penoni  not  deiiroui «!«■■■ 
lating*  the  virtuei  of  ibeir  knhthmn  m 
the  lime  of  the  raaliny  al  (ha  Non^— te 
would  confeai,  that  he  ifaoald  hm  bMI 
ready  with  a  deficit  of  only  1  tWMl.OOOl  ■■! 
aconfidence  amounting  to  coavietiMt  llMt 
itiat  deficit  would  spndily  dinpntw  M 
have  supplied  the  neceasar;  fw«  hm  wm 
isiue  of  Exchequer  billi;  an  baMta«Mfeb 
lookiuK  at  the  present  amount  of  tW  M^ 
funded  debt,  he  did  not  beUn*  vaaM 
been  found  ii 


Co,. .  r 

.     iSffl.Oim 

Rnp,       . 

.     r,-M).oiio 

Tiinbtr     . 

COO.OIW 

Together  .  .    il.WO.OOH 


and  the  deficiency  therefore  would,  instead 

of  being  -2,31)0,001)/.  only  have  been  (and 

until  he  heard  some  better  reply  than  was 

^iven  by  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 

the  Kxchei{uer,  he  thought  lie  miuhl  lely 

on  the  figures  of  hit  right  hon.  I' 

from    (>00,OOU/.    to   "(lO.Odl)/.      ¥ 

coming  year,  he  (Sir  W.  Clay)  doubted  1  diaicly  drmk 


advisable,  did  any  cane  man  beltMa  ihM 
an  addition  to  our  revenne  ef  1,000;OML 
could  not  have  been  made  by  any  wtmmm 
lesi  objectionable  than  an  locooM-liBf 
There  wai  one  other  iofereikce  ■•!  wtit^ 
portent  to  be  drawn  fros  the  itMeHMM 
lo  uhich  he  bad  called  the  attaaCM  «f 
the  Houie:  it  wai  this,  ttiit  A»f  §1^ 
nished  a  very  striking  argOEiient  is  np^ 
to  (he  remarki  of  the  right  boa.  I 
man,  on  the  eflect  of  reductiun  of  tl 
The  right  hon.  gentlemiD  had  n 
the  cases  in  whicb  large  ledeetieai  flf 
taxation  on  particular  articles  had  Infea 
place,  and  shown  with  Iraib,  *  '  " 
regard  to   some,   wine  for 


IUM1.A1    i 

noediMiU  T' 


revenue  derived  hid  never  nr'gain 
amount ;  with  rr|rard  to  olb«ra,  amA  m  ' 
coffee,  tl  bad  only  done  to  sfier  ■■■§ 
yean ;  and  lee,  laid  the  right  boa.  O^ 
ilemaa,  with  some  triumph,  bam  fate  Hi 
the  anticipations  of  augmtnling  nensi 
by  reducing  duties.  But  did  the  cMt  - 
t.iin.  Centleman  really  ihiuk,  ikM  mSm  ■ 
duty  wa*  reduced  on  any  one  nrtide  «f  1^ 
runiumpiion,  (hjt  it  waa  on  ikkt  artirii 
nlone,  that  an  increase  of  rcveoae  *a  M  ^ 
be  expected?  Did  he  inpiMise,  llM 
one  meinl  lo  uy,  (hat  it  they  IM 
[|,)|  lijif  (lie  duly  oil  wine  for  iaaiaae^ 
man  who  drank  wine  wueld  • 
inuiy,  ot  I 
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the  number  of  wine-drinkeri  would  im- 
mediately be  doubled?  Assuredly  the 
reduction  of  duty  was  justitied  t>n  no  such 
idle  expectation  ;  that  which  was  antici. 
Dated  was,  that  iodividualt  finding  ihey 
had  at  command,  that  portion  of  their 
means  formerly  absolved  by  the  remitted 
tax,  would  purchase  other  articles  subject 
to  Customs  or  Excise,  and  thus  add  to  the 
reveuue,  whilst  they  extended  the  sphere 
of  their  own  enjoyments.  Was  that  an 
anticipation  which  experience  had  shown 
to  be  false?  From  1832  to  1837, 
5,300,000/.  of  taxes  had  been  taken  off, 
but  the  revenue  had  neTcrthelets.  been 
augmented  to  the  extent  of  2,000,000/. 
But  then,  said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  further  justification  of  the  Income-tax, 
look  at  my  tariff;  look  at  the  reform  of 
the  commercial  code,  which  an  Income- 
tax  will  enable  me  to  effect.  He  con- 
fessed he  could  not  consider  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  peculiarly  successful  in  his 
character  of  a  commeroial  reformer.  A 
commercial  reform,  from  which  corn  was 
omitted,  at  the  particular  desire  of  the 
agricultural,  and  sugar  of  the  West- India 
interest.  The  play  of  Hamlet,  with  the 
part  of  Hamlet  omitted,  by  particular  de- 
sire !  To  what  absurd  anomalies, — to  what 
injustice  must  not  such  omissions  lead— 
free-trade  in  one  article,  monopoly  in 
another,  doty  almost  nominal  perhaps 
upon  some  article  of  foreign  manufacture, 
a  duty  all  but  prohibitory  on  the  raw 
material,  of  which  the  same  article  is 
manufactured  here.  Take  starch  for  in- 
stance, an  article  with  respect  to  which 
he  had  recently  presented  a  petition, 
from  some  most  respectable  persons  among 
his  constituents.  One  quarter  of  wheat, 
on  which  the  duty  would  be,  under  the 
new  Corn*law,  and  at  the  price  calculated 
on  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  of  56f., 
16s.,  would  produce  one  and  a  half  hun- 
dred weight  of  starch.  But  the  duty  on 
foreign  starch  would  be  by  the  new  tariff, 
only  5s.  per  cwt.,  or  It.M.  on  1  cwt.and 
2  qrs. ;  and  the  foreign  starch  manufac- 
turer would  therefore  have  a  bonus  of 
more  than  100  per  cent  over  the  British 
manufacturer.  But  he  would  not  be 
tempted  to  go  into  an  analysis  of  the  tariff; 
he  thought  there  was  much  to  remark 
on  many  of  the  items,  in  addition  to  those 
on  which  comment  had  already  been  made 
by  hon.  Friends  near  hin,  bat  on  that 
head  he  would  reserve  any  obaervaf  ion  to 
a  more  cooTeoient  opportooity.  The  right 


hon.  Gentleman  took  great  credit  for  call- 
ing as  lie  said  on  the  different  classes  to 
bcur  their  fair  share  of  the  public  burdens* 
for  sparing  the  humbler  classes.  That 
boast  came  with  but  a  bad  grace  from  the 
Government  which  had  proposed  a  lax  of 
40  per  cent,  on  the  poor  man's  loaf ;  half 
the  poor  man's  income  was  expended  on 
bread,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
title  to  be  considered  the  poor  man's  friend 
—  the  evidence  that  he  spared  his  humble 
means  while  he  taxed  the  affluent  classes 
consisted  in  this— that  whilst  by  his  Corn- 
law  he  laid  on  the  poor  man  a  tax  equiva- 
lent to  20  per  cent,  on  his  income,  on  the 
rich  man's  income  he  laid  a  tax  of  3  per 
cent.  While  by  his  Corn-law  he  enhanced 
the  cost  of  the  grain  annually  consumed 
in  England,  probably  from  twenty  to  thirty 
millions,^-on  the  rent  of  the  landholders 
for  whose  benefit  that  enormous  burden 
was  laid  on  the  people— he  meant  to  lay 
little  more  than  one  million.  Would 
the  right  boo.  Gentleman  really  earn  the 
title  of  the  poor  man's  friend  ?  Let  him 
retrace  his  steps — let  him  instead  of  per- 
sisting in  the  paltry  and  temporizing  policy 
which  had  dictated  bis  alteration  of  the 
Corn-laws,  sweep  from  the  statute  book 
every  vestige  of  that  wretched  system, 
and  give  to  the  country  a  free- trade  in 
corn  with  a  moderate  fixed  duty,  the  only 
mode  in  which  protection  to  the  landed 
interest  could  be  reconciled  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  community.  Then  indeed 
might  he  call  himself  the  poor  man's 
friend ;  for  while  he  lowered  the  cost  of 
his  subsistence,  he  would  augment  in  a 
degree  hardly  to  be  calculated  the  de- 
mand for  his  labour.  Their  present  policy 
was  suicidical.  With  proof  on  every  side 
that  profits  were  falling,  that  worst 
svmptom  of  national  decline,  (and  among 
those  proofs  by  the  way  as  he  might  take 
occasion  to  show  on  some  future  evening, 
not  the  least  pregnant,  was  afforded  by  a 
very  remarkable  portion  of  the  measure 
then  before  the  House),  with  the  know- 
ledge they  possessed  or  ought  to  possess, 
that  the  only  mode  of  averting  this  fall  of 
profits,  was  by  enlarging  the  field  for  the 
employment  of  capital ;  they  clung  with 
insane  tenacity  to  a  system,  which  beyond 
all  doubt,  by  the  admiuion  of  all  parties 
tended  fatally  to  limit  the  extension  of 
that  field.  He  confessed  he  looked  with 
anxiety,  almost  with  despair,  at  the  course 
they  seemed  determined  to  pursue.  He 
was  aware  thai  even  mder  their  present 
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system,  there  might  and  probably  would 
occur  periods  of  prosperity  which  would 
cause  the  alarms  he  was  then  expressing 
to  appear  groundless  or  exaggerated,  but 
the  result  of  their  policy  was  not  the 
less  certain.  Unhappily,  the  powerful 
class  by  which  that  policy  was  mainly  sup- 
ported, were  by  its  immediate  effect  ren- 
dered blind  to  its  ultimate  tendency.  Un- 
happily it  was  true  not  only  that  the 
maintenance  of  high  rents  of  land  was 
compatible  with  falling  profits,  but  it  was 
even  true,  that  for  a  time  a  fall  of  profits 
might  even  tend  to  raise  rent,  inasmuch 
as  the  less  field  there  was  for  the  profita- 
ble employment  of  capital,  the  less  profit 
was  to  be  made  bv  the  use  of  it  in  other 
occupations  than  tillage,  the  keener  would 
be  the  competition  for  land,  the  lar(>cr 
share  of  his  profits  would  the  capitalist 
give  up  to  the  owner  of  that  land  for  the 
use  of  it.  ])ut  that  state  of  things  could 
not  last.  It  had  been  his  fate  to  hear 
those  manufacturing  classes,  once  the 
pride  of  Kngland,  whose  prosperity  was 
once  considered  identical  with  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country, — assailed  amid  the 
cheers  of  Gentlemen  opposite  with  the 
fiercest  vitu|)eration  — well— the  landt*d  in- 
terest might  not  long  perhaps  be  troubletl 
with  their  presence.  Let  them  on  the  one 
hand  persist  in  restricting  the  maiket  for 
our  manufactures,  let  them  on  the  other 
harass  the  manufacturer  by  taking — by  an 
inquisitorial  and  offensive  princess  a  por- 
tion of  those  profits  they  had  done  their 
l>ct»t  to   lessen — and   he  would   probably 


the  resort  to  a  tax  so  harsh,  inqnUlOiiidt 
and  unequal  in  its  operation  as  ao  Incowt 
tax,  no  such  necessity  had  betn  pioig^ 
then  to  exist,  but  on  the  contrarj.  it  hmk 
been  proved  to  demonstratioD  thai  Che  dc* 
ficiency  of  the  reveoty  might  be  aapplisd 
by  other  and  unobjectionable  meaot.  Per 
these  reasons  he  should  (ive  to  ibe  Mea- 
sure of  the  right  hoo.  Baronet  in  ctory 
stage  his  most  streonous  oppoaition. 

Sir  Ci.  Clerk  said,  none  of  the  hoo.  Gen* 
tlcroen  who  had  addressed  the  Home  ob 
this  subject,  with  the  exception  of  llie 
Banmet  who  had  ju»t  sat  dowQ|  had 
cciv(^  it  advisable  to  allow  the 
excess  of  expenditure  over  the  ii 
the  country  longer  to  continoe 
adopting  measures  for  their 
It  wits  no  longer  argued  that  it 
dent  to  attempt,  by  a  vote  of  credit,  er  hf 
an  addition  to  the  debt  of  the  ooiintty»  wf 
whatever  means  that  addition  night  l!o 
made,  t(»  put  off  the  adoption  of  tint 
sure  which  mu^t,  sooner  or  latefy  be 
npim  them — the  providing,  bgr 
taxation,  fin*  the  support  of  the 
lie  thought  it  would  not  be 
thmt.  at  the  |ireiient  moment,  our 
diHicuIties  ouuld  be  remedied  bjr  anr 
tion  of  eX|H*nditure.  Such  a 
pFucluth'd  by  events  which  had 
i*omc  to  their  knowledge,  and  nrhaflh 
derod  it  pnihMbic  that,  instead  ef  mf  i 
duetion  bi'iikg  made,  addilional  volei  H 
iH>nsi(K-rable  amount  would  he  ranuind 
the  Mip|iort  of  inir  military  ertahlish— 
in  onler  to  repair  the  disastera  which 


transfer   to   other   lands    those     pursuits ! '»^r"^'>';* 'V'"^'•"*^^  "^  •'/ 

.....:.i  .u... •!-  «^... i..*^.i  I.    milted  by  lion,  (■entlemcn  opponte 


nature. 


pcrativc  might  quit 
but  the  landowner  must  perforce  remaii..    aevi,;;,ii;;.;'uu-aiis  of  supplying  tin 
to  share,  and   more  than  share,  the  roin    ^^^^^.^  j^j  ^^^  finunces  without 
which   le-islalioii,   conducive    as    he   lia<l    ,jir,\.|  tax  on  proiiertv  or  inoone. 

fundly  sup|K>sed  tt>  hi*e»|KCial  biinrfit,  had    |j„n  (;,.„ilemen  hail  thrown out8U|„ 

enlatlfd  on  ihe  community.   Uul  he  would    ,y^  ,,,  ti,,.  manner  in  which  the  n^n 

no  lonjiir  trespass  on  the  indulgrnci-  of,  annuint  of  taxation  might  be  la 

the  committee.     Me  ohjtcte  I  to  the  mca-    rijrht  hem.  ( Gentleman  the  late 

sure   now    uod»r  tiair  consileralion.  U--  |  „f  jl„.  Kxchiipier  (Mr.  F.  T.  BaiinffX  !■* 

('.iii:ie  it  was  a  part  and  an  issi-ntial  part  of    .stated,  that  since  the  conclusion  of  wvnr 

the  sysum  of  policy  he  so  strongly  dt-    i>4,UN»,i)0()/.  of  taxes  had  been  nmnmki 

precated,  and  its  adoption  would  facilitate 

I  he  jirr>tvrrance  in  that  sy«tem,  because 

It    was  i\\p   puce  i»f  muiiO|ioly — because 

evfu    ulloHin>:     that    cases    of   necessity 

uiig  it  arise  which  wonld  render  justifiable 


and  he  had  expressed  his  opi  ».,.«iy 
w:i4  preferable  to  impose         i  dntiea 
had  U  en  reniovetl  fromC* 
articles,  rather  than  to 
tax.    The  H  i 
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timt  the  articles  fnim  which  duty  had  been  | 
remoYcd  were  articles  euniiuinrd  to  a  great  | 
extent  by  the  lower  claMi*s ;  and  he  thouf*ht  i 
(yentlcinen  who  amiplaiued  that  the  o|K'ni-  . 
tion  ul'  our  Kyftem  of  uxatitm  was  to  im-  J 
|M)iie  heavy  buideni  u|nih  the  productive 
industry  of  the  country,  while  tlie  wealthy 
chuM,*!  were  eiemptetl,  would  uot  lie  very 
airdial  in  their  appmval  of  additional  taxt » 
ii|Min  salt,  leather,  beer,  Mjap,  or  tallow 
candles.  Sitme  hon.  (ientlemen  who  had 
addreitscd  the  House,  had  recommended  the 
(fOYernnjent  to  carry  out  the  principle* 
U|ion  which  the  budget  of  last  year  was 
founded;  and  had  suggested,  that  by  a 
modilication  of  the  duties  upon  foreign 
sugar,  and  u|Mm  Ikltic  and  colonial  timber, 
and  by  the  im|iosition  of  a  fixed  duty  upon 
corii,  the  whole  sum  required  for  the  public 
service,  or  a  large  pro|Kirtioii  of  it,  might 
bo  raised.  He  was  happy  to  be  aide  to 
quote  on  this  subject  the  authority  of  the 
right  hon.  (rentlenian  who  lately  held  the 
oitia:  of  Vice-Presiilent  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  who  stated  on  Friday  evening,  that 
however  he  might  approve  the  measures 
pru|Hised  by  the  ( lovenuuent  last  year  in 
the  then  circumstunces  of  the  country,  he 
felt  that  in  the  pre»£ut  exigencies  no  modi- 
fication of  the  existing  taxes  would  be 
suflitient  to  meet  the  ditiiculties  of  the 
State*.  'J*hc  noble  \'isa)unt  the  Member 
for  Sunderland  (Viaoount  llowick),  seemed 
to  think  that  a  |iresi'nt  remedy  would  be 
obtainul  by  abolishing  the  system  of  difler- 
ential  duties ;  but  the  only  articles  to  which 
that  observation  applied  were  sugar  and 
timber.  With  regard  to  the  duty  on  sugar, 
which  occupied  so  much  of  the  attention  of 
the  i  louse  last  year,  the  right  htm.  Baronet 
had  stated,  when  lie  intniduced  hia  finan- 
cial scheme,  that  he  had  amsidered  the 
possibility  of  reducing  the  duty  on  sugar, 
but  he  felt  that  he  could  not  adopt  such  a 
measure  without  departing  from  the  prin- 
ciples lie  had  before  maintained,  for  the 
result  of  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  colonial 
sugar,  it  being  uncertain  whether  the  sup- 
ply could  be  equal  to  the  demand,  would 
be  merely  to  place  a  sum  of  money  in  the 
pucLeti  of  the  VVett-lndia  proprietors.  He 
hoped  that  the  (lovcmment,  io  arranging 
commercial  treaties  with  Spain  and  Hraxil, 
would  successfully  press  U|Km  the  res|)ective 
governments  of  tbofc  countries  the  expedi- 
ency of  adopting  measures  for  the  mitiga- 
tion and  linal  abolition  of  the  slave-trade, 
as  such  a  course  might  have  the  effect  of 
opening  the  markets  of  England  to  tbetr 
Migar.    However  advantageoui  it  would 


umhiubtedly  be  to  the  consumers  of  sugar 
if  it  could  be  admitted  at  a  lower  rate  of 
duty,  he  conceived  that,  |)ending  the  nego- 
tiations in  which  we  were  engaged,  such  a 
measure  was  inexpedient  at  this  time ;  but 
he  ho|ied  a  reduction  might  ultimately  be 
effected,  not  only  upon  colonial  but  upon 
foreign  sugar.  The  hon.  Baronet  who 
had  laKt  addressed  the  (louse  condemned 
the  faulty  legislation  of  the  Government, 
and  contended  that,  in  order  to  remedy  the 
financial  difficulties  of  the  nation,  the  trade 
in  com  ought  to  be  made  free;  and  the 
hon.  Baronet  hail  complained  that  the  im- 
portant articles  of  sugar  and  com  wera 
omitted  from  the  tariff,  ile  had  already 
stated  why  it  was  inexpedient  to  make  any 
alteratiim  with  regard  to  sugar.  As  to 
corn,  he  would  ask  the  hon.  Baronet  what 
this  House  had  been  doing  for  the  last 
three  weeks,  but  considering  a  new  tariff 
with  regard  to  corn,— one  which  was  per- 
fectly satisfactory  to  the  majority  of  that 
House,  and  which,  he  believed,  had  given 
general  satisfaction  to  the  country  ?  Some 
luin.  Gentlemen  had  expressed  doubts  as  to 
the  amount  of  revenue  which  would  ba 
raisetl  under  the  proposed  com-law  bill; 
and  tlie  noble  Viscount  the  Member  for 
Sunderland,  stated  tliat  so  large  a  sum 
would  not  be  obtained  under  that  measure 
as  would  be  derived  from  a  fixed  duty. 
Nt»w,  the  noble  I^rd  the  Member  for 
North  Lincolnshire  (Lord  Worsley),  had 
said,  that  under  the  measure  proposed  by 
his  right  hon.  pQcnd  (Sir  R.  Peel)  a  duty 
of  1/2(J(),0(J0/.  would  be  realised.  Under 
an  Sjr.  duty  it  ivould  require  the  importa- 
tion of  3,000,000  Quarters  to  produce  that 
sum ;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  F. 
Baring)  stated,  that  the  amount  he  calcu- 
lated to  raise  by  an  8i.  duty  was  400.000^ 
QMr.  F.  liaring  said,  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net is  mistaken.  The  whole  amount  I  calcu- 
lated obtaining  from  an  8i.  duty  was 
lKXi,000/.J  ihe  him.  Member  for  Lam- 
beth (Mr.  Hawes),  had  assumed  that  the 
Income-tax  was  proposed  with  a  view  to 
carrying  on  the  war  in  Affghanistan,  but 
the  hon.  Gentleman  forgot  that  there  was 
a  very  great  deficiency  in  the  revenue  at 
compared  with  the  expenditure  of  the  past 
year,  which  must  be  supplied.  With  re- 
gard to  the  duty  U|)on  colonial  timber,  he 
thought  it  was  evident  from  the  cone* 
spondencc  of  the  late  Lord  S}denham  which 
had  come  before  the  House,  that  if  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  Government  last 
year  bad  been  wiigicd,  it  couhl  not  be 
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iDttilc  available  for  tlic  financial  purposet  of 
the  present  vcar ;  for  it  woutil  be  unfair  to 
apply  the  iipcnition  of  the  measure  to  audi 
cargoes  of  timber  as  were,  at  the  time  the 
meaiure  was  adopted,  on  their  panagc  to 
tbii  countiy.  Some  hon.  Gentlemen  had 
complained  that  a  different  icale  of  duties 
had  been  adopted  with  regard  to  the 
articles  of  colonial  and  foreign  coun- 
tries; but,  though  it  was  impossible  to 
place  the  inhabitants  of  our  coIodics 
on  a  complete  footing  with  the  people 
of  this  country,  it  was  but  fair  to  extend 
to  them  some  protection.  If  it  was  neces- 
sary to  hare  retoune  to  new  taxes,  he 
thought  no  impoat  could  be  devised  which 
pressed  with  less  severity  on  the  lower  and 
industrious  classes,  who  ought,  as  much  as 
possible,  to  be  relieved  from  taxation,  than 
the  Income-tax.  The  noble  Viscount,  the 
Member  fur  Sunderland,  had  mentioned  the 
peculiar  situation  of  a  person  who  had  a 
pension  of  153'.  a-year,  with  no  other 
means  of  subsistence,  and  had  argued 
against  tlie  injustice  of  taxing  such  an  in- 
dividual in  the  same  ratio  us  a  large  landed 
proprietor.  But  he  would  ask  if  therv 
were  no  taxes  which  pressed  with  greater 
severity  upon  persons  in  such  a  situation, 
than  upou  the  more  opulent  classes  of 
society  ?  Artisans  and  Libouring  men 
would  be  relieved  from  the  opL-rution  of  the 
measure,  which  would  uti'ect  no  |icr)«n 
until  be  derivt-d  from  some  source  or  other 
an  income  amounting  to  IjO/.  a-year. 
Bui  he  had  heard  with  surprise  from  the 
hon.  Haronci,  the  Member  for  the  Tower 
Hamlets,  an  exclamation  agiiinit  direct 
taxation,  aa  being  fitted  only  for  barlnroun 
ages,  as  an  instrument  by  wliirh  lyrannital 
rulers  iiiuld  best  lay  hold  iif  the  pniperty 
of  their  subjects,  and  as  being  altogether 
Unsuiicd  to  civilised  times  and  naiiun<t. 
He  regretted,  that  the  hon.  AlcmUr  for 
Boltiiti  wn<>  not  in  his  place  when  the  hon. 
Baronet  made  that  statement,  because  he 
belieVLiI  hun.  Members  hail  heard  over  and 
over  again,  cinii]iariii)us  drawn  between  the 
dinvl  and  indinvt  taxation  nf  this  country 
and  that  of  France  and  other  T^urojican 
miticins ;  and  the  hun.  Member  for  Holtun 
bod  repeaiidly  expressed  himself  as  most 
anxious  to  see  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  the  schemes  of  tiimncc  of  ull  the 
I'Duntrics  iif  Eurojic,  in  onler  to  show,  that 
thiir  direct  ia\atiun  bore  to  their  indirect 
a  great  ditprupurtion,  and  especially  as 
coinpareJ  with  thii  cuuniry.  It  was  jht- 
fecily  true,  that  the  tax  would  press  mure 
heavily  upon  ptnoni  having  only  lifti  in- 


eomes  tlian  on  other 
Member  for  Lambeu 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Skjvi, 
would  press  upon  varioua  ciuni  WMK 
greater  or  lasa  severity  on  aceouBt  tt  Ai 
nature  of  their  inoovMa,  But  ikM  djfw* 
tion  would  apidjr  to  eToy  tax,  bal  HK 
he  thought  with  the  MUM  ftcee  to  Mi  ^ 
creased  window  or  houae-taxj  baoBON  BM 
of  immense  wealth  were  wdl  ^ila  H  fm 
either  the  one  or  the  other,  wheieaa  m  halt 
pay  lieutenant  would  be  oompdlad  H  kmf 
up  his  respectatnlitj,  to  ocenpj  a  hiM^ 
involving  him  in  chaigea  under  waA  ttUtt 
which  would  pres  more  eemelf  "fom  Ifa 
than  tboseincurredbf  thewcalttrnhafeil- 
ant  of  a  spacious  and  ipigndiH  Madaik 
Nor  ,did  he  conceive  the  o)|jeetiaB  m^k 
against  the  Incume-tax  on  aceoimt  aC  Ik 
inquisitorial  nature  to  be  man  a  '  * ' 
for  no  greater  publicity  need  be  | 
and  extent  of  a  p    "   "' 


than 


was   nven  by  those  paying  ceOB^B 


rates  or  the  land-tax.  Rofen 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  L 
the  old  objection  urged  in  the  tioH  «f  Ibk 
Fox,  with  respect  to  varioua  daaMB  af 
IxTsons  more  Immediately  amaeetad  with 
trade  and  commerce  contriving  10  •atqps 
paying  their  fair  proportion,  and  Iwiv 
the  burden  u)xm  the  land,  Bui  it  AaiM 
he  borne  in  mindi  that  the  lax  waa  lat 
upon  all  personal  property,  ownkaalfa^ 
and  stocl  in  trade,  and  thai  iMiMiB 
went  nmnd,  and  took  an  acomnit  sf  tta 
value  of  stock  on  hand,  u  well  as  of  haa^ 
en'  assets  and  liabilities,  aiul  of  all  vAm 
properly,  in  order  to  ascertain  th«  aat 
amount  of  iirofii,  which  was  to  be  taial  at 
the  rate  of  4i.  in  the  pound.  That  toB, 
therefore,  prcnscd  with  infinitely  pniv 
severity  u]x>n  lite  pctipla  at  that  tim»,  (kaa 
the  tux  now  proposed  would.  Thr  pna^ 
pal  iihieclion  to  this  new  tax  waa,  that  It 
would  require  a  disclosure  of  the  afiin  af 
miT.-liantn  and  tradcn  from  time  »  •* 


t  iH'riods  when,  , 

nely  innmvcnient  or  Jantulelf 


pcrfaapa,  it  wsnU  la 
It  or  UMotulelr  ni»> 


ous  to  mslcc  known  their  coddiliea ;  hot 
he  thought  the  modifications  ■Ucfc  kal 
been  i)n))>osed  by  his  right  boo.  Friiad 
would  p(  fur  to  remove  ilui 
cause  the  rctu  m  would  be  m 
uuners  chiiscn  by  tbeG 
to  persons  carrying  on  similar  branAa  wt . 
trade,  who  might  therefore  be  rink  W 
business,  nor  to  persons  «  ^il^t  hi  1^ 
ttucnced  from  political  or  oi  r  BBot' 
act  unfairly.  Again,  the  |  tefl 
into  •  conpodtiOB  ftr 
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three  years  would  furnish  another  answer 
to  this  objection.     If  a  property -tax  must 
be  raised,  there  roust  be  also  a  machinery 
eiUblishcd  for   the  purpoac  of  raiding  it, 
and,  therefore,  it  was  better  at  once  to  nx  it 
at  3  per  cent,  than  at  one-half  or  one-third  , 
of  that  rate ;  indeed,  it  might  have  been 
still  better  to  have  levied  a  tax  of  5  per  I 
cent,  because  that  would  have  enabled  the  ' 
Government  to  deal  with  many  other  taxes  , 
which   now    press  so  grievously  on    the  | 
great  bulk  of  the  community.     It  was  be-  j 
cause   ber    Majesty's    (yovemment    were , 
awaret  that  there  were  many  articles  of  ^ 
consumption     heavily    taxed,    that     they 
wished  to  apply  the  surplus  derivable  from 
the  Income-tax  to  the  modification  of  the 
duties  upon  articles  in   general  demand. 
Their  attention,  in  the  first  place*  was  di* 
rected  to  timber  ;  for,  considering  the  im- 
portance to  the  commercial  interest,  and 
also  to  the  agricultural  interest,  of  obtain- 
ing timber  at  the  lowest  possible  price,  so 
that  they  might  build  and  furnish  them- 
selves with  machinery  at  a  cheaper  rate, 
no  tax  could  be  reduced  at  the  present 
moment  with  greater  advantage  to  every 
class  of  societv  ;  and  it  was  much  better  to 
reduce  a  tax  of  this  kind  at  once,  than  to 
fritter  away  the  means  at  command   in 
attempting  petty  reductions  in  other  de- 
partments, the  benefit  of  which  would  be 
scarcely  perceptible.    The  increased  con- 
sumption  of  timber,  which  would  take  place 
in  the  course  of  the  three  years  would,  he 
believed,  make  up  the  deficiency  occasioned 
by  the  alteration  ;  and  the  stimulus  which 
would  be  given  to  trade  in  other  respects 
would,  in  all  probability,  enable  the  House 
to  dispense  with  this  tax  at  the  end  of  that 
period*    The  reductions  made  in  the  tariff 
would  give  general  satisfaction  throughout 
the  country,  although  there  might  be  ob- 
jections raised  to  many  of  the  details  of  the 
scheme.     But  he  did  not  consider  the  right 
hon.   Baronet  pledged  to  all  the  det^; 
and  he  thought,  that  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,    the    Vice-President    of   the 
Board  of  Trade,  went  into  an  explanation 
of  the  details,  the  House  and  the  country 
would  be  ntisfied  that  the  design  wiUi 
which  the  reduction  in  the  tariff  had  been 
made,  was  to  remove  from  trade  and  com- 
merce  those  difficulties  in  the  shape  of  tax- 
ation which  had  the  effect  of  cramping 
industry.     He  did  not  fear  that  the  reduc- 
tions would  effect  the  revenue  disadvant- 
ageously,  because  tbeie  would  be  a  propor- 
tionate increase  of  ooDSumptkm«    He  could 
not  think,  tbcDi  tliat  tbe  pablio  would 


grudge  paying  this  tax  for  so  limited  a 
period  as  it  was  proposed  to  continue  it, 
seeing  that  it  would  tend  to  encourage  the 
commerce  and  industry  of  the  country,  and 
to  benefit  all  classes  of  the  community,  and 
considering  also,  that  all  our  resources  were 
nearly  exhausted,  and  that  there  was  no 
other  method  of  meeting  the  existing  emer- 

Erncy,  and  of  laying,  he  would  say,  a  solid 
Lsis  on  which  the  finances  of  the  country 
could  rest,  and  by  which  the  national 
credit  would  be  placed  on  a  surer  and 
higher  footing.  Looking  to  the  state 
of  the  country,  and  to  the  necesaity  for 
obtaining  three  millions  of  money  to 
meet  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and 
seeing  that  no  new  tax  could  be  do- 
vised,  which  would  presa  with  less  severity 
upon  those  classes  which  her  Majesty's 
Government  were  anxious  to  xdievey  he 
hoped  that  the  measure  would  meet  with 
no  further  opposition.  True,  this  tax,  as 
well  as  all  other  taxes,  must  press  heavilv 
on  some  persons ;  but  her  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters did  not  profess  to  be  accomplished 
in  any  political  legerdemain,  by  which  to 
extract  three  millions  of  money  from  the 
people  without  the  payers  of  the  tax  disoo- 
venn^  that  the  hand  of  the  collector  had 
been  in  their  pockets.  He  trusted,  then, 
that  the  committee  would  adopt,  by  a 
large  majority,  the  resolution  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chairman. 

Lord  Dalmeny  said,  Sir,  I  am  most 
desirous  to  state  the  reasons  which  induce 
me  on  the  present  occasion  to  withhold  my 
support  from  the  measure  mopoied  by  bar 
Majesty's  Government,  and  I  am  the  more 
anxious  to  specify  the  grounds  of  my  dis- 
sent, because  I  do  not  participate  in  the 
violent  hostility  professed  by  some  to  the 
abstract  principle  of  an  Income-tax,  and 
because,  in  a  former  instance,  in  1833,  I 
voted  in  a  minority  who  advocated  the 
substitution  of  direct  for  indirect  taxation. 
But,  Sir,  the  question  now  relates,  not  so 
much  to  the  abstract  principle  of  an  In« 
come-tax,  as  to  the  present  necesnty  for 
its  imposition.  Those  who  have  preceded 
me  in  their  opposition  to  this  measure  have 
generally  acknowledged  that  emergencies 
may  arise,  which  may  render  the  impositioQ 
of  an  Income-tax  not  only  justifiable  but 
expedient,  and  the  question,  therelbrey 
resolves  itself  into  this,  has  such  an  emer- 
gency now  arisen,  and  are  we  placed  in  tbe 
midst  of  such  a  crisis  as  to  warrant  re* 
course  to  measures  which  are  ordinarily 
reserved  for  the  severest  extremity.  Be- 
fore howereri  addreniDg  myself  to  tUl 
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part  of  the  subject,  |)cnnit  me  to  offer  [  community ;  or  had  the  riffht  hon.  Ocnllt- 
t(»  the  right  hon.  Gentleiimn  my  tribute  of  |  man  a)mo  down  to  thu  llauae,  and  hal 
praise  for  the  mode  in  which  he  rccapitu-  ;  stated  tliat  an  alarming  deficiencjr  adiU  m 
latcd  his  history  of  the  past,  and  announced  ■  the  finances  of  tills  country-— a  drfiriwicy 
his  plans  for  the  future.  I  listened  with  '.  mure  likely  to  augment  than  diniaUi* 
tlio  warmest  admiration  to  the  speech  of  .  and  that,  ooncurrcnuy  with  this  dcfiai0My« 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when  lie  made  !  there  prevails  an  unpreoodented  dapnaMn 
his  exposition  of  the  financiul  condition  of  ,  of  tnide  ;  that  enterprise  is  paialiwi, 
the  country*  Since  thu  days  of  Mr.  Pitt,  capital  vanishingi  industry  bli^ladt 
1  believe  that   no  financial  statement  so  :  diMiined  to  starvation  or  crioK^  and 


cleair,  so  well  arranged,  so  well  digested, 

90  fraught  with  sound  and  statesuianlike 

vievvsj  einlxKiied  in  |)erspicuou8,  apt,  and  ;  man  proceeded  to  announce  that.  tAQ 

at  times  felicitous  language,  has  been  sub-  1 1(»  remedy  these  frightful  cahimitie^  M 


flourishing  cities  engulfed  in  baokrupicf 
and  ruin;  and  hud  the  right  hon.    ~ 


mitted  to  this  House.  Nothing  could  resolved  to  strike  ofl'  the  sha^lai 
exceed  the  masterly  skill  with  which  the  tnule,  to  give  a  stimulus  to 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ctmdueted  his  hear-  create  new  channeb  for  capital,  lb 
crs  through  the  intricate  labyrinth  of  |  now  markets  for  industry,  to  open 
financial  details,  and  im]Kirted  to  a  dry  and  ,  less  fields  for  the  ex|)aiiding  cntirgiae  of 
otherwise  repulsive  subject  that  intcre»t  couiniercu ;  but  that,  as  the  naulla  of 
which  is  derived  from  a  most  hiniliious  ;  .such  a  |N>licy  are  gradual  and  slow, 
development  of  its  complexities.    And,  Sir,  |  the    nill    for   revenue    is  immediate 


with  regard  to  the  pro|N)sition  itself,  I  am 
bound  to  admit,  that,  in  nty  eyes,  it  is  not 
devoid  of  recommendations.  It  has  certain 
(pjalities,  in  my  opinion,  eipiivalent  to  high 
merits,  it  is  churacteiised  by  lioldness, 
>implicity,  compreheiisiveiios,  and  vigour. 
It  deserves  the  prui.se  of  Ix-iiig  un  energetic 
attempt  to  retrieve  from  their  eiiilurrass- 
nieiit  thu  fiiianies  of  the  country,  and  to 
apply  a  searching  and  vigi*rnu>  rcniuly  to 
a  lingering  and  rbronic  dtsi'a>e.  .Although 
I  shall  op}M).se  it,  for  tlie  reasons  I  shall 
.subsi'<|uently  .state,  yet  am  1  Ixmiid  to 
confess  that  1  iiifinittly  prefi  r  il  to  any  of 
those  |H'tty  and  iniMlIanimous  e\|)edients 
which,  substituting  )>alliatives  lor  remedies, 
proceed  U)M>n  no  great  and  defniitc  princi- 
ple, which  provide  for  the  cravings  of  the 
moment  without  reiereiuv  to  the  future, 
which  slave  oil*  the  hour  of  rciknning 
liy  nii.ser.dde  Ci>ui)iri*niiM.'s  and  sliifts, 
but  ncglcit  all  udeipiate  prepaiatioub 
for  Uddly  facing  its  dangers.  Sir,  there 
are  two  ca>cs  whrre  I  wnuM  uive  inv 
sup|H>rt  to  a  niea.sure  oi'  the  nature  of 
that  pro|iov.'d  by  her  Muje'«iy's  (io\crn- 
inent.  Wi-re  this  coimtrv  li''htinu  lor  e\- 
i.steuie  M(  L-nipirc.  ag.iinNi  miuic  |)«)werfiil 
conqueror  bent  U|Nm  aniiiiillating  U)th.  and 
on  blotting  out  her  name  from  auinng  the 
nations  ol  the  earth.  >uih  a  |Krii  w'iuld 
demand,  and  would  in<iiitv  anv  Niicrilue, 
since  the  eviU  such  a  ^aiTilice  would  inflict 
would  be  as  nothing  compared  with  tbuse 
it  Would  repel.  This  i»  owe  nf  the  cas4.'s 
where  1  wtiuKi  conM.-nt  tu  L-vy  a  giinral 
contribution  u|Nm  the  pro|>i'rty,  the  talent, 
the  industry,  the  protits,  the  wcdlth  of  the 


pressing,  he  must  provide  immedials  na- 

soun'es,  by  an  ai>|H*al  to  tlie  property  of  tho 

country,  whilst  waiting  for  the  fniita  of 

his  liberal  measures  tif  refoim  ;« 

caM.*,  ^ir,  I  should  have  tendered  lo 

measure   of    the    right    hon.    (jcntl 

as    cordial    a    sup|Hirt    ast    I     now 

op|Kise  to  it  a  streimous  resistance.     *mv« 

I   ask   fur   what    pur|Nis(^    are  wc  callol 

upon  to  vote  the  imposition  of  tbe 

grievous  ini|Kist,  accompanied  hy  the 

ikUous  prmesses  o^  inipiisitorial  \n\ 

tion  that  can  be  inllicled  im  a  free 

Is  it   to  ward  iifl'  M»me  foreign  \n\ 

is  it  to  maintain  the  safety  or  honour  of 

the  nation  r  is  it  tti  protivt  the  power 

dignity  of  the  empire  against 

rival,  ur  iniplac;ible  foe  }     No,  Sir.     la  il 

to  enable  the   right    hon.  GcatleSMi  l» 

found  a  new  era  in  the  etmimcrcial  hiMoay 

of  this  ivuntry  t    is  it  to  enable  hiai  |» 

wi|H;  out  from  the  statute  book  ihoi 

hibitory   enaitmcnts,   tlie  offspring 

ignorant  and  unjust  legisbtiun,  in 

to  build    up   an    enlightened 

s\steni   Ixised   uiMm  a  large    and   lihenl 

biundation.'*     No,  Sir.     It  is  toproleoC 

e\i>ienie  of  niono|)oly,  to  thi 

rouiul  particular  and  favoured  d 

sai ritiie  the  prosperity  of  the  many  to 

intLrist*>  it{  the  few,  that  tbe  r^t 

(icntiiuiau  calls  on  us  to  seiae  the 

of  trade,  and  to  submit  to  the  Icpalind 

|Hr>4.Luti;)n  iif  the  lax-gatbcrer.     It  il  in 

uphold  the  monopolies  ul'  the 

and  planter,  (hat  he  calls  on  ua 

(he   pitiau«-e  from  impoverisbed 

and  scatters  a  horde  of  ^*^*Mif** 
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liind  to  violattf  the  sanctuaries  of  private 
life.  What  a  f^Iorious  upiKirtuiiity  has  boon 
aftordcd  to  the  n^^it  hon.  (lentkMnan  uf 
earning  the  gratitude  of  his  contempira- 
rii's,  and  the  reverence  of  posterity— of 
immortalizing  his  Administration  and  his 
name  by  identifying  them  with  the  creatiim 
of  a  new  commercial  code — with  the  re- 
vival of  British  industry,  the  resuscitation 
of  British  commerce,  and  its  extension  to 
the  remotest  quarters  of  the  habitable 
globe,  lie  might  have  blended  them  with 
the  istjiblijdimeot  of  absolute  freedom  in 
trade,  and  the  utter  extiqwtion  of  the  last 
remnants  of  mono|ioly.  But  he  has  lost 
the  f»|)|K)rt unity  of  enrolling  his  name 
among  the  regenerators  of  his  country  and 
the  lienefactors  of  mankind.  Never  was  a 
Britisii  Minister  placed  in  no  advantttgeous 
a  position,  lie  is  armed  with  {Niwer  far 
e\cx«eding  that  of  any  British  Minister 
!iince  the  commenimieiit  of  the  century. 
He  is  Imckc^l  and  surnmudetl  by  sup^iorters 
who  seemed  to  amsider  themM.'Ives  placed 
there  for  the  sole  pur|Mise  of  yielding  iiu. 
plicit  submisyion  to  Ifu  decrees.  He  had 
only  to  advance,  and  he  would  have  added 


of  the  lacomo-tax  had  lieen  diMmtseil  is 
the  Houw.  In  1S35,  lie  (Mr.  (\  Wood) 
supported  the  right  hoo.  Gentleman  against 
the  proposition  of  his  oirn  frieods,  for  tlie 
re|ieal  of  the  malt- tax,  and  tm  that  ocrm- 
sioo  the  right  hou.  Cjentieoiao  argued  moat 
strongly  against  an  locumt-ux,  be  (Mr. 
C  Wood)  humbly  following  in  the  same 
train  of  argument  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
In  the  course  of  last  year  vheu  tli*  Anau- 
cial  pro|)osals  of  the  theu  Govern meot 
were  uuiler  diwussion,  be  (Mr.  C.  Wood) 
in  like  maooer  opposed  an  locoaac-tax. 
Whvi  then,  was  he  to  be  charged  with  a 
factious  and  rexatious  opposition  to  the 
tax  when  be  was  pursuing  tbe  very  same 
course  now  which  he  haa  formerly  tiLeo 
along  with  the  right  boo.  Baronet  He 
thought  he  was  acting  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  recorded  o|)inioos  of  the 
riglit  Imni.  Banmet  himself,  for  if  any  one 
Member  in  that  House  more  than  anolber 
liad  suooeede<l  in  pointing  out  the  evils  of 
the  Income-tax,  that  Memlier  was  the 
right  hon.  Rarooet.  But  did  be  (Mr. 
Wood)  blame  tlie  riglit  lioo.  Baronet  for 
changing  his  opinion  ^  Far  from  it  Cir- 
cumstantreti  were,  uo  doubt,  dianged,  and 


the  UTiiversul  national  sup|H>rt  to  his  par- 

liamentary  majority.  Why  has  the  right  ho  would  not  make  any  imputatioa'agaiBSl 
hon.  (lentlenLiu  IokI  sueh  splendid  ad  van-  the  right  b^Hi  Baronet  for  now  propoeiog 
tagis.*  BecauM;  he  1ms  adopted  a  bob!  a  Troijerty-Ux,  but  in  doing  so  be  trusted 
policy  with  a  timid  hand.  Never  was  a  j  the  right  hon.  Ikrooet  would  give  to  those 
nobler  career  ojKnR^  t«»  a  British  Minister,  i  who  still  |iersisted  in  their  former  opposi- 

AT ar  ^j^^  ^^  ^j^^^  ^^  credit  few  consistency  and 

sincerity.      In    common   with   hb    noble 
Friend  who  spoke  last,  and  all  those  who 


never  did  a  Britisii  Minister  so  fling  away 
the  thances  of  fortune. 

Mr.  (\  /IcjcWsaid,  that  tlie  hon.  Mem- 


Iter   for    Stamford    (.Sir  (i.   (lerk)    had  '  had  .s|>okeu  from  tliat  (the Opposition)  side 


claimed  for  her  Majesty's  (loremment 
criMiit  at  least  for  the  boldness  of  the 
measure  which  tliey  had   firoposed,  and  a 


of  the  Houi«,  he  entirely  agreed  in  the 
necessity  of  supfiortiog  the  honour  and 
maintaining  the  dignity  of  tlie  country 


full  tribute  of  praiMS  lr.td  been  liCMtovrod  i  They  had  not  i|uarrolled  oint  had  they  any 
on  them  by  his  noble  Friend  who  had  jubt  '  dispusition  to  quarrel,  with  the  estimates 
sat  down  ;  nor  was  he  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  dis-  •  laid  before  the  House— est imates»  he  be- 
fMioed  to  withhold  from  them  any  praise  i  lieved,  necessary  to  enable  the  country  to 
which  was  duo  to  them  upon  that  ground  ;  {  maintain  the  fMisition  which  it  ought  to 
Init  he  must  say  that  the  sweeping  censure    occupy  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.     Neither 

JiasMMl  upon  (ioutlemen  on  his  side  of  tlie  '  did  he  think  it  would  be  right  to  have  re- 
[iuuse  by  the  right  lion.  Baronet  was  most  course  to  a  loan,  or  to  allow  the  deficiency 
unmerited  and  unjust.  He  (Mr.  ( ;.  |  to  go  on  from  year  to  year,  but  ale  hough 
Wuod^  should  like  to  know  what  right  the  '  perfectly  prepared  to  vote  the  necessary 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  to  say  that  he  had  ;  taxes  for  this  purpose,  he  did  not  ace  that 
no  reason  to  anticipate  anything  else  than  '  sudi  a  determinatiim  was  in  any  way  in* 
an  undiscriminating  opposition  from  his  consistent  with  his  opposition  to  the  parti- 
noble  Friend  ( Lord  John  Russell)  and  i  cular  tax  which  tne  Government  bad 
those  who  acted  with  him  to  whatever  tax  t  thought  fit  to  propose.  He  was  not  pee- 
lie  might  propose.     Had  tliat  been  the  '  pared  to  deny  that  direct  taxes  were  ne- 


first  time  lie  ( Mr.  C  Wood)  had  opposed  an 
Income-tax,  he  might  have  been  open  to 
the  censure  of  the  right  hon.  Bsiconet. 
This  was  not  the  first  tiae  fhis  question  1  on  ^inooae,  atiU  if  a  aeocHitjr  cottii  be 


ccs«ary  in  the  present  state  of  the  countrj 
-  he  would  even  go  the  length  of  saying 
that,  objectionable  as  he  thought  this  lax 
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shown  Tor  it,  he  would  not  raliiM  hit 
aswnt  to  ita  adoption.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  bound  to  prove  this  necessity, 
but  in  attempting  to  do  so  he  had  entirely 
fiuled.  He  attempted  to  show  that  c'err 
other  source  was  eibauited  from  which 
rereoue  roi^ht  be  expected,  and  that  there 
was  no  altemadTe  but  an  income-tax.  if 
it  had  been  shown  that  all  other  lources 
were  dried  up,  as  it  had  not,  then  there 
night  hare  been  some  grounds  (or  the  im- 
position of  this  most  oim\n  impost.  He 
did  not  wish  to  uie  any  exaggerated  lan- 
guage in  regard  to  the  objectionable  nature 
of  this  tax  ;  he  would  retier  to  a  document 
already  quoted  by  hii  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Portsmouth — the  petition 
from  the  merchants  of  London,  presented 
in  1816.  It  described  the  chanicter  of  the 
tax  ai  "arbitiary  in  its  principle,  at 
variance  with  tlie  spirit  and  genetd 
practice  of  our  constitution,  and  which 
ought  only  to  be  submitted  to  in  cases 
of  urgent  necessity."  He  withed  to  say 
no  more  as  to  the  character  of  the  tax 
than  those  words  of  the  mercantile  com- 
muoity  who  bad  experience  of  itt  working, 
exprcMed.  At  that  time  the  necessity  for 
such  a  tax  was  greater  than  any  that  now 
existed,  yet  so  univenal  was  the  feeling 
of  the  country,  so  strong  its  objections  to 
the  arbitnry  and  obnoxious  nature  of  the 
impost,  that  the  Government  of  Lord 
Ijferpool  WM  obliged  to  give  way,  leaving 
a  large  deficiFncy  in  the  rcreaue  in  coose- 
queuce  of  the  tax  being  removed.  Not 
only  the  City  of  London,  but  h«lf  the 
Gouolies  of  I'lngland.  petitioned  against  the 
tax,  and  one  of  the  strongestCioremnienis 
this  country  ever  had  was  obliged  to  give 
way  to  the  untrerKal  expreMion  of  the 
^nioo  of  the  country.  There  were  other 
war  taxes  of  nrioua  kinds  in  eiistence  at 
the  time,  yet  no  such  feeling  of  resistance 
was  expressed  against  them  ;  the  Income- 
tax  was  singled  out  by  the  countr)',  and 
the  Ciovernmcnt  wetv  forced  to  relieve 
them  from  its  pressure.  What  were  the 
objections  to  the  tax — not  to  the  amount 
of  the  burden,  but  to  its  arbitrary  nature. 
The  petition  from  I^ndon  went  on  to  say, 
that  "no  nwdiCcation  of  its  detailt,  no 
abatement  in  the  rate  of  its  immediate  ex- 
actions, can,  in  the  opinion  of  your  peti- 
tioners, remove  the  obnoxious  principle  of 
this  tax."  It  was  its  arbitrary  aod  unjust 
nature,  and  its  unp<)ual  uressure  on  dif- 
ferent incococs,  of  which  the  country  com- 
plained^it  was  lemored  on  theae  grounds, 
yet  tbis  ma  lbs  fim  tax  wbkh  Gown- 


ment  now  proposed  for  iha     optiim  uT  ihm 
House.    Was  it  likely  thn    ic  ulg«cliuM 
to  it  were  lets  L zl in  at  the  pe- 
riod alluded  to?    Wera  tbey  m  b*  taU 
that  the  [ffeaent  stala  of  the  trade  uT  tW 
country  was  such  as  to  reader  the  tax 
more  [nlateablc  at  the  praaant  time  ihm 
it  was  then.    He  did  not  think  that  be 
could  use  any  laogoage  bb  [-ipnTiuiic  of 
the  evils  of  the  tax  as  that  an  1     <-  .  r  i.. 
the  right  hon.  BaroDct  at  tbi 
Government.     Is  1833,  wbt  . 
luHi.  Gentleman  oppoatrd  the  i 
house  and  wiudow-tas,  be  pd  ' 
effects   of  that    repeal;  Be    -     '     ' 
if  they  abolished  that  tax  tl 
prepared    for  a  p^^lerty-ta^  -..i 

occasion  the  distinction  between  an  iacuoc 
and  a  property-tax  was  taken  up  by  wmm 
hon.  Gentlemen.  What  hope  did  ib«  t^^ht 
hon.  Baronet  give  tbna?  He  rigbt  kaa. 
Baronet  said, — 

"  He  conld  not  recegniss  Ihs  diraoctisB 
betweso  an  Ibcoih  and  a  n*pcnj  tax ;  ft 
would  be  esubliihiag  a  priBdpk  of  ipoJUatMa 
to  !ix  property,  aitd  to  cxtnpl  inooae  bvm 
the  Ux." 

Nor  was  it  quite  ao  asild  a  tax  as  Ibe 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  n»w  lead  tb^ 
to  believe  }  for  in  1833  be  tlius  cbarac- 
terixed  it;— 

"  It  wsi  a  tax  which,  anaccoaipanM  by 
levcie  and  untparinf  scnitia]  into  pncale 
sffain,  would  encouiags  fraud  aanl  pcijiu]'.'* 

Yet   that   was   the  lyitem    mnr  lo   be 

introduEed.  True,  tlie  right  li'^n.  lUrooet 
the  Member  for  Slamfonl  (f-ir  (r.  (Irri) 
said  the  system  was  to  be  mii'  h  imidifivd, 
tliat  it  was  to  be  a}^lied  in  s  mild  mak 
agneable  way.  but  the  Prime  Min~ 
was  nf  opinion  that,  if  not  aoi-rv  aiad 
■pariag  in  its  inouisitorial  powm,  it  « 
give  rise  to  fraud  and  pojnry.  In  m 
to  a  graduated  property-iai,  wfciefc  i 
under  discussion  on  the  sun 
right  hon.  Barooet  Mid,— 

"  A  i;rsduated  pnparty-iax  nould  adnM  el^'^ 
no  limitsiion,  would  discmirage  iodaury,  i  ' 
induce  capiislisis  10  iimasbt  capitil  lo  M 
couniriet;  s  gndaated  prapeny-tss  ■saW 
lessen  ihestimuloi  to  booestaxsitioQ  in  fnlam^ 
and  lorce  men  to  seek  otbsr  eonaiiiBi  fnr  Um 
deposit  of  their  hard-earned  aceuBulsUiMiB.** 

He  believed  the  i 
given  by  the  right  \ 
too  true  aod  too  i 
modification  could  i 
and  the  ineqi  t* 
wbi^itp 
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did  not  belie? e  that  any  modi6catioo  could 
be  introduced  which  would  teod  to  miti* 
gate  its  character.  He  believed  they  must 
take  it  an  it  waa  proposed ;  but  he  con- 
sidered the  injustice  which  it  would  work 
was  an  objection^and  in  his  opinion  it 
ought  to  be  a  fatal  objection— to  the  im- 
position of  the  tax  at  ttll.  Hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  put  forward  one  argument  in 
favour  of  the  measure  and  of  themselves. 
They  say  they  are  the  friends  of  the  people 
in  proposing  this  tax,  and  that  it  would 
fall  principally  on  the  rich.  He  confessed, 
that  if  that  were  a  just  and  true  represent- 
ation of  the  tax,  it  would  remove  one  of 
bis  greatest  objections  to  it ;  but  he  would 
like  to  know  whether,  in  maintaining  that 
argument  they  had  taken  into  considera. 
tion  the  effect  to  be  produced  by  the  pro- 
posed tax  upon  the  capital  of  the  oountrv. 
According  to  the  opinion  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  held  in  1833,  the  effect  of 
such  a  tax  would  be  to  induce  capitalists 
to  seek  foreign  investments.  Again,  how 
many  of  our  artisans  were  employed  in 
producing  not  the  necessaries,  not  the  com- 
forts, but  the  luxuries  of  the  rich.  Would 
not  the  demand  for  those  luxuries  be 
diminished  by  this  tax  ?  And  would  not 
the  employment  of  such  artisans  be  taken 
away  from  them.  But  he  chieiy  referred 
to  the  investment  of  British  capital  in 
foreign  countries.  With  the  present  fa- 
cilities of  intercourse*  and  in  tinoe  of 
peace,  British  merchsnts  would  natumlly 
endeavouv  to  remore  their  capital  from 
the  operation  of  the  tax.  The?  would 
remove  it  to  other  countries.  Would  not 
this  materially  affect  the  employment  of 
our  labourers?  They  already  knew  the 
amount  of  English  money  sunk  in  foreign 
loans.  They  also  knew  that  a  large  portion 
of  the  capital  employed  in  foreign  manu- 
factures was  furnished  by  English  capi« 
talists — that  our  own  capital  was  employed 
to  rival  un  in  neutral  markets  by  foreign 
manufactures.  The  Germans^  and  even 
the  Swiss,  manufactured  goods  similar  to 
ours— their  labour  was  cheaper,«-in  hct, 
the  only  advantage  we  had  over  them  was 
the  greater  capital  in  this  country.  Our 
machinery  went  abrnad»  and  wc  couM  not 
l>revent  it.  Our  artisans  went  abroad, and 
we  could  not  prevent  it.  We  were  ri- 
valled iu  cheapness  of  labour,  and  in  skill, 
by  o«ir  foreign  coropHitorSw  The  one  ad- 
%Mntage.  however,  which  this  country 
|i(M«esse«l  above  her  rivals,  was  her  greater 
amount  of  capital.  It  was  this  that  enabled 
ber  successfully  to  coaipete  with  other 


countries,  yet  it  was  this  one  advantaan 
which  the  measure  of  Government  woiud 
have  a  tendency  to  destroy.  No  one  oould 
»ay  that  it  would  not  have  the  eflfect  of 
forcing  capital  abroad;  and  if  this 
was  admitted,  how  could  it  be  main- 
tained that  the  working  clssscs  would 
not  be  affected  by  the  measure?  For 
the«e  reasons,  then — 6rst,  because  he 
believed  that  the  universal  feeling  of 
the  country  would  be  opposed  to  such  a 
tax — in  the  Kcaind  place,  because  he  be- 
lieved it  would  drive  capital  abroad^-he 
felt  bound  to  give  the  tax  his  determined 
opposition,  i  Ic  had  always  considered  the 
Income-tax  as  one  reserved  for  time  of  war 
^for  a  time  when  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  were  such  as  to  prevent  the  trans- 
fer of  cspital ;  when  the  people  would  sub- 
mit to  the  tax,  obnoxious  as  it  was,  because 
they  knew  that  the  existence  of  the  coun- 
try might  almost  wholly  depend  on  it. 
He  (Nlr.  Wood)  considered  the  aipi- 
ment  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  fL 
Peel)  founded  on  the  war  in  China  and 
in  Cabool,  and  treatin^;  it  as  a  war,  in  the 
sense  in  which  that  argument  was  applied 
to  the  property-tax,  and  jiutifying  his 
proposed  Income-tax  as  a  war  tax  on  that 
ground,  as  little  better  than  a  verbal 
quibble.  It  reminded  him  only  of  the 
grounds  on  which  an  hon.  predecessor  of 
his  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  at  the  Admiralty, 
cUiined  hia  war  salarjr»  because  En^^aiid 
was  at  war  with  Algiers.  The  meaning 
of  a  war,  as  thus  used,  was  a  war  in  whicm 
the  whole  feelings  of  the  country  were  en. 
listed.  He  believed,  therefore,  that  an  ob- 
jection to  such  a  tax,  iu  time  of  peace,  was 
a  valid  objection.  If  they  looked  to  his- 
tory, it  would  be  seen  tnat  taxes  main- 
tained, in  a  time  of  peace,  had  always  been 
selected  in  deference  to  the  feelings  of  the 
people.  All  direct  taxes  were  obnoxious, 
and  had  been  removed  as  soon  as  the  press* 
ing  necessity  for  continuing  them  ceased. 
The  property-tax  was  taken  off  in  1815, 
the  house-tax  was  repealed  in  1833,  and 
the  only  direct  taxes  remaining  in  this 
country  were  the  swcsscd  taxes.  They 
doubtless  were  a  direct  tax,  but  as  to 
which  tliere  was  a  very  obvious  reason 
which  rt'conciled  people  to  them,  because 
any  person  might,  if  be  chose,  relieve  him- 
self from  their  pressuro.  If  there  was  such 
a  war  as  that  in  which  we  were  engaged  at 
the  time  when  the  property-tax  was  im- 
iMised,  and  when,  believing  that  the  ex- 
utence  of  this  country  depended  upon  her 
financial  exertions,  the  people  willinglj 
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submitted  to  such  a  tax,  he  doubted  not 
they  would  submit  again  as  cheerfully  to  a 
similar   necessity.     But  although  an  In- 
come-tax might  now  be  passed  by  persons 
ignorant  of  the  effect  it  had  {irotiuccd, 
when  it  existed  before,  vet  his  firm  con- 
viction was,  that  it  woulci  be  impossible  to 
maintain  it.   Would  it  not,  then,  bo  a  most 
misrhicrous  course  to  place  the  credit  of 
the  country  upon  a  basis  that  could  not  be 
permanently  maintained  ?     ile  came  now 
to  the  arguments  for  the  necessity  of  such 
a  tax.     Had  that  necessity  lieen  provcfl  .^ 
(le  thought  the  case  of  necessity  which 
had  l)een  uttenipted  to  be  made  out  had  en- 
tirely failed.     The  gniund  on  which  they 
were  called  U|)on  to  impose  this  tax  was, 
first,  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  two 
millions  and  a  half,  which,  with  a  margin 
not  at  all  unnecessarily  large,  of  5()( ),()(>()/., 
made  a  total  deficit  of  thnn;  millions.  This 
was  the  sum  tolx.*  provided.     Now,  had  it 
been  proved,  that  it  wan  ini possible,  with- 
out having  recourse  to  an  lncf)nie-tax,  to 
find   means   t(»  raise  a  revenue  of  thn*e 
millions    in   this   country  r     He  did    not 
wish  t(»  fight  over  again  the  budget  of  last 
year;    but  he  might  remind  the   House, 
that  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Harin:;) 
had  demonstrated,  not  as  a  theory,  l>ut  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  from  experience  of  the 
past  year,  that  if  his  pro|NMitions  had  lieen 
adopted,  a  consideralile  inrreasu  of  revenue 
wouhi  have  necessarily  accrued.      There 
could  be  no  doubt,  for  instance,  that  upon 
torn — he  (Mr.  C.  W<io<l)  did  not  mean  tc» 
enter  into  a  dis<*u^sion  of  the  Corn-laws, 
hut  there  could  he  no  diMib*,  that   if  an 
M.r.  dtity   had  lurn  im;Hisi'd   •ipon  all  the 
corn    imported   last  ve.ir,   .')(M>,(HK)/.   mnre 
than  had  ht*en   r^-erived   would  have  been 
realiNcd.     It  w-is  a  inaTtrr  of  fart,  and  not 
of  I'stiinatr :  an<l  he  was  Mirpri^'d.  whfn 
the    Clianri'Iinr  nf  the     ]-'.Xrlie<|Uer    (Mr. 
(lotilhuni )  iMMleaviMirvd  t<i  rnke  fn)ni  tht? 
flint*  of  thi^  ar^nnii-nt.  Iiv  Nivinjj.  that  in 
all  pr«il>.ihility  the  aiiUv  (piantity  of  corn 
would   !ii»t,   \titli   Mjrh  a  <lMtv.   have  Wh'u 
inipiirtiMl.       lit*  appirlii'.!i]i-.i.    that    thin* 
was  uiiInnIv  i:;  the  llo  mv  <»r  out  i>f  it,  hut 
tlie    ri;:ht     litiii.    ( ii-ntlcinan    hiniM*h'  w\ut 
would   liavf    niide   sui  li   an   aoMThnn  ;  «ir 
u'hii  wiiiihl  nut.  on  tin'  runtrarv.  havt*  said, 
that  a  nnich  /i^rt-atiT  ipiantitv  ui>uld  liai«' 
hi-eii    inifMirtril.      ."^i.    with    rcivanl    Xn   the 
fstini.'itf     Mpiin    ««uu'ar.       !lt«    rii^ht    hon. 
l-'rirnd.  (Mr.  Marin^)  hat!  ««tatc<l.  tli.it  if 
hi-    prii)Hi«..tl   hitl    U I II    :ti(<ip'i'«|.   nut    leNs 
than    one  milli<Mi    \iouiil    h.iw   U-fU    ri'a- 
liicd.     .Again,  tlie  right  lion,  (lentlfnian. 


the  Chancellor  of  the  ExdiefiMr,  hai  «k 
pressed  his  surprise  that  this  flwt  had  art 
struck   the  right  hon.  Gentkoiaa  (Ifa^ 
Baring)  last  year.    Why,  it  wm  stuid  kf 
his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Berfaw)  iMt 
year,  and  also  by  himself  io  the  ildiiif  •■ 
the   sugar  duties.     He  (Mr.  C.  Waal) 
himself  stated   tlie  probable  unomit   lift 
near   1,(X)0,(X)0/.,    and   he  nndetteok  la 
point  out  the  ground  upon  which  the 
mate   was  founded ;    but  while    he 
stating  it,  the  right  hon.  GeatlewMB  (Ifr. 
(«oul burn)  interrupted  him*  and  mii^  *l 
admit  it:  you  will  gel  the  moaej."     ' 
precise  amount  which  he  statMlt   aa 
pniliable  income  from  kugar  was  987jOQttL 
His    right   hon.   Friend    had  aba 
muted  an  increase  of  C^IOJOOOL 
pni]H>8ed    change   in   the  timbsr 
and  whatever  oliiections  had 
to   that  change,    no  iMie  liad 
tione<i  the  estimated  increase  of 
('|M)n    tho  proposals,    thersfore,   of    Ilia 
right  hon.   Friend  (Mr.  Baring)  aa 
tifuial   sum   of  almut  1,.MX),00QI* 
have  acHTUiMl    to  the  refenue  laal 
lie  was  ready  to  admit  that  aa  ii 
to  be  deriveil  fnmi  a  duty 
one  upim  which  it  was  iropossihla  la 
cnlate   with   prMrision.     So   loaf  aa  Aa 
principleof  a  slidiug-scalo  was  BMMitaiMiL 
It   was  ini|Mis^bIe   to  calculate  with  csB^ 
taiiity  what  the  eflfoct  of  the  scale  BUhft 
U*.     Hut    if    1.500.000/.   or   1,OOO^o2k 
could  have  lieen  raised  by  the  Baaaasaa 
propoflcfl  bv  his  right  hon.  Fsiewd  (MSL 
Hariiig),  ami  if  400,000/.  couM  he 


in   Ireland  by  the  pn»nosal  of  iha  Mhft 
hon.  Ihinmet,  surely  nobiidy  could  faeHaas 


that  it  uaK  impossible  to  raise 

whole  i»f  (tn-ut    Hritain   one   millioo,  ar 

even    two  millions,    additional    taxaiiaa. 

After  the  giMkl-natuml  lecture  whioh  the 

ri^'ht  hon.  Haroiiet  (Sir  Robert  Psal) 

fl'ivvu  to  amateur  Chaoi'ellorBof  tha 

elu-<|uer,  it  would  lie  impertinent  for 

(Mr.  ('.  WfMHJ)  to  venture  tosuggeae 

new  tax  to  the  right  hon.  GcDtleoiaBS 

even  the  ri;;iit  hon.  (ientlemao  had 

si'lf  admit (eil  that  the  prupusal 

an  iiirnMM*  on  the  aiifiiiwed  taxes  hj 

right  hiin.  Friend  (Mr.  liariiig) 

fertly  suix't-HMfuL     Now  if  the  lUpari 

on  the  asM***MMl  tiiXes  were 

ecnt.,  that  would  give  J50,U00/«  at 

It  hail  Inh  n  stated  the  cither  day  that 

reniisMiin  of  thi*  leather-iax  prudnesd  ■• 

lienit'it   til   the  rouMJiner.     That  tai  fK^ 

duii-41   Utwtin   :mio.ooU/.  and  MOyOOQL 
but  withi»ut  going  into  detail^ 
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right  hoQ.  Friend  (Nfr.  Barioff)  stated 
that  25,000,000/.  of  taxation  had  been  re- 
pealed since  the  war,  exclusive  of  the 
property- tax,  would  any  body  say  that  it 
waH  imposAihle  to  provide  two  or  three 
millions  of  revenue,  without  at  all  inter- 
fering with,  or  raising  the  price  of — f(»r 
that  was  the  material  thing— tho  groat 
articles  of  general  ciin^mption.  Mo  Ix*- 
lieviHl  it  might  be  done  with  far  less  pres- 
sure and  fnr  less  injustice  than  what  must 
necessarily  result  from  an  Income  tax. 
The  sea>n<l  ground  upon  which  they  were 
calli*d  upon  to  consent  to  this  tax  wa^  in 
commutation  for  the  genenil  revision  of 
tl»e  im|N>rt  duties  hy  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  i*alnilate<1  he  should  lose 
1 .2(X).(NK)/.  Tlie  rij^ht  hon.  Haronet  pro- 
poM*d  a  genera]  revision  of  the  im|iort  du- 
ties of  this  country.  lie  (Mr.  C.  WcKid) 
r(*collet*ted  wh»t  ridicule  was  cast  last  year 
upon  those  who  made  the  slightest  refer- 
ence to  the  report  from  the  Import  Duties 
(^ommittee.  Whenever  that  re|¥>rt  was 
mentioned,  there  ran  through  the  op|if»site 
side  of  the  House  a  general  titter,  and  he 
rememl>ercd  tliat  the  hon.  Member  for 
Warwick  never  heard  the  report  men- 
tioned without  laughter,  as  if  it  had  been 
a  document  too  absurd  and  ridiculous  to 
allude  to.  He  suppoaed  a  reference  to 
that  report  would  be  more  toleratefl  at  the 
present  day.  He  wxs  perfectly  ready  Xa\ 
admit  that  a  revision  of  the  import  duties 
generally  was  a  most  desirable  object.  He 
belie%'ed  it  would  be  go^id  in  itself,  and 
good  especially  in  reganl  to  the  working 
population  of  this  countn* ;  while  he  at 
the  same  time  believed  t)iat  such  a  revi- 
sion might  1)6  made  most  sulMcrvient  fur 
the  purposes  of  revenue.  It  was  upon 
thot  gniund  that  he  gave  his  hearty  sup- 
port to  the  proposal  made  by  the  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  last  year.  In 
his  mind  no  doubt  existed,  although  the 
right  hon.  I^aronet  ap|ieare<i  to  entertain 
a  doubt  upon  the  subject,  that  a  revision 
of  the  im|Mirt  duties  might  be  made  pro- 
ductive of  an  immediate  increase  of  the 
revenue  of  the  country.  There  could  be 
no  doubt,  if  the  riglit  hon.  lianmet  was 
prepared  to  diminish  the  differential  du- 
ties, that  ail  imreaseil  revenue  would  ira- 
mediati*lv  ennue.  This  was  not  true  of 
duties  which  were  not  differential  to  the 
same  flegree.  and  he  admitted  that,  for 
scmie  thrct*  or  fiHir  yean,  a  hiss  might 
acrnie  U{Mm  certain  articles  on  which  the 
duties  might  be  reduced  ;  but  be  thought 
he  might  venture  to  my  that,  had  the 


right  hon.  Baronet  oome  forward  vHh  a 
large,  efficient,  and  comprehensive  mea- 
sure on  the  Import  duties,  no  opposi- 
tion would  have  been  offered  to  a  system 
of  direct  taxation  to  make  up  that  defi- 
ciency. But  how  were  the  main  articles 
of  import  to  lie  dealt  with  by  the  tariff* 
laid  before  tht>  House  .^  He  remembered 
that  bef(»r(*  the  lini>ort  Duties  Committee 
a  table  was  given  in  by  Mr.  Porter,  of 
seventeen  princifial  articles,  the  revenue 
on  which  amountiKl  to  no  less  than  94  {  per 
cfut.  of  the  whole  revenue  arising  from 
the  Customs.  How  were  they  dealt  witli 
hy  this  tariff*?  They  were  literally  un- 
t(»uclKH]  (exn'pt  in  sonic  trifling  degree), 
for  the  pur|>o>c  of  intniducing  these  perni- 
cious differential  duties  with  three  ezcep* 
tions.  The  tariff*  dealt  with  three  main 
articles,  it  was  tnie,  but  how?  It  had 
dealt  with  the  article  of  com,  but  in  a 
manner  which  was  utterly  insufficient  for 
any  good  purpose  to  the  country  ;  next,  it 
had  dealt  witn  coffee,  and  with  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  dealt  with  cofl^ee  nobony  could  quarrel, 
but  he  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  thought,  that  even 
upon  that  article  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  made  an  unnecessary  sacrifice  of  in- 
come. If  the  course  had  been  adopted 
which  his  noble  Friend  (Visoount  Howidc) 
had  suggested,  of  leaving  the  colonial 
duty  as  it  was,  and  of  reducing  the  foreign 
duty  to  9<f.,  it  would  have  produced  a 
great  benefit  to  the  consumer  by  the  re- 
duction of  price,  and  an  increased  revenue 
miffht    have   been    obtained.     The  next 


article— rrV/ex  q/* "  QuesiioH  ;  Order. '^'-' 
Does  my  non.  Friend  (addressing  an  hon. 
(Tcntleman  on  the  Ministerial  benches) 
really  think  1  am  not  speaking  upon  the 
question.^  Am  I  not  pursuing  precisely 
the  course  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
adopted  when  he  endeavoured  to  show 
that  all  existing  modes  of  raising  roone)' 
were  exhausted,  and  that  the  onlv  source 
available  was  an  Income-tax  ?  If  tne  right 
hon.  leader,  whom  the  hon.  Gentleoian 
seemed  so  ready  to  follow,  referred  to  these 
matters,  in  order  to  prove  his  case,  he  (Mr. 
C.  Wood)  should  like  to  know  whetlier  he 
was  not  at  Hlierty  to  pursue  the  same 
course  of  argument  (however  inadequately 
he  might  be  able  to  do  so)  in  answer  to  tbe 
conclusion  which  the  riglit  hon.  Baronet 
had  arrived  at  ?  The  next  article,  then, 
with  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
dealt  was  tliat  (»f  timlier.  In  respect  to 
that  article,  he  conceived  tlie  right  lioo. 
Baronet  to  be  making  a  large,  a 
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\tm$  and  s  vuton  aaerifica  of  reraiue 
—a  lou  ntimated  br  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  faimielf  it  600,000/:  He  iras 
utterlj  at  «  Ion  to  undentand  what 
the  groundi  vere,  upon  which  such  an 
enormous,  and,  as  it  appeared  to  htm, 
needleM  acrifice  of  revenue  waa  incurred. 
Hi*  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  BariogJ  had 
pTupoaed  to  follow  the  reoommendution  of 
the  coDimittee  of  1821,  nod  to  appioxi- 
Diate  the  colonial  and  foreign  duties,  bjr 
rmiuD);  the  one  and  lowering  the  otlier. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  found  fault  with 
that  coune,  but  had  not  stated  the  grouuds 
for  duiog  Ba  In  his  diatresi  for  a  reafton 
he  had  recourse  to  the  authority  of  Sir  H. 
Famell,  and  quoted  hia  recommendation 
in  aupport  of  the  measure  which  he  (Sir 
R.  Peel)  proposed.  But  surely  never  was 
a  referntce  to  authority  so  uofortuaate; 
for  the  recommendation  of  Sir  H.  Pamell, 
to  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  referred 
in  defence  of  a  nomioRl  duty  of  U.  on  co- 
lonial timber,anda  duty  twenty-firc  times 
as  high  on  fweign  timber,  waa,  in  truth,  a 
recommendatioD  of  an  uniform  duty  of  35j. 
per  load  on  all  timber  whaterer,  without 
Hoy  diitinction  between  colonial  and  fo- 
reign. By  such  a  measure  he  beliered  a 
large  revenue  might  have  been  raised,  at 
the  same  time  that  the  price  would  hare 
been  reduced.     If  the  right  lion.  Baronet 


{COMMONS}  1 

theriDcIiMd  *o 


had  followed  the 


prc^tosal 


laid  before  the 


Import  Duties  Committee,  and  had  retain. 
ed  a  duty  of  from  Si.  to  lOi.  on  colonial 
timber,  with  a  duty  of  23«.  or  30*.  upon 
foreign  timber,  an  increased  rerenue  might 
have  been  anticipated.  Mr.  Macgtvgor, 
from  his  long  residence  in  Caijadu,  waa  a 
very  excelleut  authority  upon  thii  subject. 
ana  his  proposition  was,  that  a  duty  of 
7r.  Sd,  should  be  imttuacfl  on  colonial 
timber,  and  30t.  upon  foreign,  from  which 
he  estimated  a  lurge  increase  of  revenue. 
These  were  the  only  three  articles— bi>ing 
most  important  articles  of  consumntion 
with  which  the  t^iriff  of  the  ngfit  he 
Baronet  professed  to  deal.  With  thcgreut 
article  of  sugar  the  right  hnn.  Baronet  did 
Dol  propose  to  deal  at  all.  The  Chsnccllor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  told  the  Houk  that 
•0  long  as  there  was  an  adequate  supply 
from  the  colonies,  there  wus  no  reason  to 
do  M.  He  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  khould  hie  to 
know  upon  what  ground  the  right  hon. 
(■entlemsD  de6oed  whitt  was  an  adequate 
supply  at  sugar  ?  Thv  riglit  lion.  Baronet 
had  told  the  llouie  that  the  supply  <if  lost 
year  was  the  largest  evr  intrucfui-ed  into 
this  country,    lit  (Mr.  C  Wood)  wu  ta- 
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quantity  of  sugar  than  had  actually  beek 
imported  during  wmm  (nrious  yt*n.  He 
had  Hast  year  a  return  pn|nTed  by  t^ 
Board  of  Trade,  whidi  shown)  tlmt  tb* 
actual  quantity  of  sogv  ntajned  for  fcea* 
uoDsumption  in  the  year  ISill.  iuftnd  tf 
being,  as  it  wm  stated  ia  ihit  relan, 
3,781,000  lbs.,  was  4,364.0Ul  Ih*..  vfaidh 
exceeded  the  quantity  retutonl  fnr  buow 
conaumptioD  in  1841,  thai  bring  uqIt 
4.058,000  lbs.,  and  this  witk.iiC  r«fm 
to  the  iucrease  of  populatton 
opinion  that,  had  the  propoM 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Buing)  Urn 
there  would  have  hem  a  gmt  iin  isMa  tl 
consumption,  and  the  revanne  woald  ktvc 
been  benefitted  to  the  aaKNUM  of  4ao,nOQI. 
or  500,000/.  Then,  with  re>pect  ta  tta 
articles  of  wine  and  fruit,  tlic  right  butt. 
Baronet  would  not  interftre  with  tbcM, 
on  account  of  some  coDntrvial  tusiJn 
which  might  be  made  with  futeign  caofc 
Uies.'  He  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  wa>  sfraMl.  with 
the  present  dispositioa  of  the  Ft^idb 
Chambers  on  matters  of  taic.  itut  if  thii 
country  waited  till  a  coouii'-nial  ttvatv 
were  entenrd  into  with  PraDL-' ,  ibcy  wmM 
have  to  wiiil  a  long  while.  H'.  dii/rchrnd- 
ed  that  the  sound  principlt'  ws>  nui  ta 
wait  for  commercial  treatica.  [f  the  dn^ 
were  taken  off  in  this  oatutrr  om  (m* 
obtained  from  foreign  countries,  ihejBighl 
depend  upon  it  that  British  gnods  i — " 
find  their  way  into  fordgn  n 
foreign  merchants  would  not  ^ 
return  for  the  goods  they  wUd  to  o^ 
No  better  authwity  upon  that  Milijtet 
could  be  quoted  than  that  af  a  grBtJeflaa 
who  had  already  beeu  meaiinoed  in  iha 
course  of  these  debates,  he  meant  Mr. 
IV'aron  Hume.  His  opiaiao  «u,  that  the 
wisest  coune  was  always  to  pre  thr  fr««M 
possible  admissioD  to  tha  gw>dm  at  other 
nations  into  this  oouDtry,  anit  in  lc«sa 
others  to  laie  advanlaga  of  li  ur  mm  i 
they  thought  fit,  I  "  " "  " 


arLei>.  tm 

t  pi  irithiaii  a 


e  there  rwuld  h* 
>  doubt  that   if  we  importnl   fran  inv 
country  any  considerable  quuitiiy  of  gmatt 
and  the   manufactuica    of    that   i 
were  protected,  the  pn 
that  we   took   would  ven  i 
great   difficulty  they  had  in 
turns,  and  instead  of  ""'  i 
governments  uf  lh< 
our  goods,  our  adrocai 
would  be  in  tlw  country 
arise  from  thee: 
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we  took.  With  regard  to  the  principle  upon 
which  the  tariff  generally  was  made,  he 
would  not  now  go  into  detail ;  but  he  could 
not  help  adding  hi»  protest  against  the  sys- 
tem of  establishing  now,  for  the  (irst  time, 
differential  duties  between  the  produce  of 
foreign  countries  and  the  Britisu  colonies. 
He  nerer  was  more  surprised  than  when 
he  found  protecting  dutitrs  to  such  an  ex- 
tent introduced,  for  the  Brst  time,  into  our 
system.  He  had  admired,  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  the  clear nc^  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
Robert  Peel)  had  stated  the  soundest  views 
respecting  trade  and  commerce ;  and  par- 
ticularly the  clearness  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  stated  sound  principles  upon  the 
Corn-laws,  and  he  (Mr.  C.  Wooa)  only 
lamented  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad 
Dot  carried  tiiem  better  in  to  effect  Hb  (Mr. 
C.  Wood's)  only  wonder  was,  upon  what 
ground  the  right  hon.  Baronet  could  stop 
where  he  did.  He  admired,  also,  the 
clearness  with  which  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet stated  his  riews  of  trade  and  com- 
merce in  openinff  the  tariff  to  the  House, 
and  he  confessed,  therefore,  that  he  was 
not  a  little  surprised  when  he  found  that 
the  tariff  itself  was  founded  upon  a  princi- 
ple of  legislation,  contrary  to  the  whole 
courseof  policy  advocated  by  Mr.  Huskisson, 
of  whom  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  proved 
to  have  been  a  colleague  and  co-adjutor, 
and  of  whom  other  right,  hon.  Gentlemen, 
cm  theMinuterial  Benches,  professed  them- 
selves to  be  the  disciples.  Mr.  Huskis- 
son's  policy  was,  to  throw  open  the  ports  of 
this  country  to  all  foreign  nations,  to  remove 
or  to  diminish  all  monopolies  and  protec- 
tions; whereas,  they  were  now  called  upon  to 
legiilate  contrary  to  the  system  whicn  had 
been  pursued  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  to  establish  new  differential  duties 
and  new  protections,  of  which  no  one  ever 
heard  before.  He  could  not  help  hoping, 
that  this  tariff  had  been  framta  without 
mature  consideration,  that  it  was  like  the 
first  list  of  towns  from  which  the  averages 
were  to  be  taken,  onlv  a  prorisional  tariff; 
and  that  the  new  differential  duties  had 
only  been  put  on  like  the  duty  on  corn  im- 
ported from  North  America  into  Canada, 
in  order,  that  when  the  rest  of  the  plan 
should  have  been  agreed  to,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  have  the  pleaiMire  of 
uking  them  off  again.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  said,  there  was  an  inducement  to 
adopt  tlie  Income-tax,  inasmuch  as  the 
people  would  obtain  cheap  living  and  cheap 
articles  of  omsumpiiou.  If  that  were  to 
VOLLXI.    (£2) 


it  might  be  an  indemnity  for  the  tax  ;  but 
upon  looking  at  the  tariff,  he  (Mr.  C. 
Wood)  did  not  sec  upon  what  article  that 
relief  was  to  be  obtained,  with  the  excep- 
tion perhaps  of  coffee.  Me  perfectly  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  there 
was  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  great 
import  of  foreign  cattle,  or  foreign  beef ; 
anu  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  the  price 
of  the  great  articles  of  consumption  was  to 
be  affected  by  the  new  tariff.  Again, 
another  inducement  was,  that  the  tax  was 
only  to  be  for  three  years.  But  what 
ground  had  they  for  believing  that  the 
tax  would  be  taken  off  at  the  end  of  three 
years  ?  If  they  had  reason  to  hone,  that 
from  the  extension  of  consumption  the 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  such  articles 
would  be  raised — if  an  alteration  in  the 
duties  on  corn,  sugar,  timber,  and  other 
great  articles  of  consumption,  had  been 
proposed,  that  would  have  led  to  an  in- 
creased consumption,  and  the  increased 
consumption  to  an  increased  revenue.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  come  down 
and  told  the  House,  that  he  was  prepared 
to  sacrifice  some  amount  of  present 
revenue,  and  had  done  it  in  a  large  and 
comprehensive  spirit,  then  he  was  prepared 
to  admit,  that  a  case  would  have  been 
made  out,  and  that  there  would  have  been 
a  ground  for  the  House  imposing  a  direct 
tax,  aye,  even  an  Income-tax*  to  meet  an 
instant  deficiency.  But  no  such  proposal 
had  been  made.  On  the  contrary,  an  In- 
come-tax was  imposed,  in  order  that  old 
monopolies  might  be  maintained,  old  pro- 
tections persisted  in,  and  new  protections 
introduced.  Upon  the  ground  of  neces- 
sity, therefore,  no  case  had  been  made  out 
for  imposing  an  Income-tax.  So  far  as 
revenue  went,  he  entertained  no  doubt 
that  it  might  have  been  made  up  from  a 
hr  less  oppressive,  hx  less  unjukt,  and  a 
far  less  odious  source.  So  far  as  regarded 
the  commutation  of  taxation,  no  sufficient 
advantage  wss  offered,  to  induce  the  coun- 
try to  pay  such  a  price,  and  to  submit  to 
such  an  impost.  His  objection  to  the  in- 
justice of  tne  tax  was  undiminished ;  his 
opinion,  that  the  necessity  for  it,  had  not 
been  proved,  was  unshaken,  and  he  would 
conclude  by  quoting  thri^  sentences  from 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Fox,  when  arguing 
against  an  Income-tax,  in  1798.  He 
said, — 

*'  It  teems  the  state  requires  great  sacrifices. 
I  grant  it.  But  let  me  ask  if  the  necestity  it 
such  at  to  require  great  injustice  V* 

Mr.  Scarlett  contended  tliat  those  who 
2K 
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paid  an  Inconie-lax  paid  law  nonay  to 
ihe  Stale  thin  those  who  paid  any  other 
lax.  The  necfttily  for  Ibii  tax  had 
ariten,  and  ariMii,  be  it  obaer*ed,  not 
from  any  defaalt  or  the  pment  Goverif 
ment,  but  from  tbe  miiconduct  of  the 
Oovernment  of  the  taat  ten  yean. 

Mr.  P.  Scropf  laid,  that  great  iolemt 
wBi  felt  out-of-doon  aa  lo  the  mode  of 
impoiing  iha  tax  on  pariicniar  claiiei  of 
income.  He  wanted  adeflnition  of  income. 
To  show  how  neceuary  it  wsi  to  have 
iuch  a  definition,  a  variety  of  caiei  might 
be  put.  Tike  that  of  a  cowlteeper  near 
a  f;reat  town.  What  wai  hii  income 
ifabie  to  the  las  7  Did  it  mean  the  auni 
which  he  obtained  from  the  sale  of  hii 
produce  T  or  did  the  right  hon.  Qenile- 
man  mean  to  mike  an  allowance  for 
avernge  loti,  and  the  amount  required  lo 
replace  ihe  itoek  ? 

Sir  Ji.  Peel:  I  mean  to  adopt  the 
general  principle  of  Ihe  meaiure  of  1806, 
which  was  brought  in  by  Lord  Henry 
Petty,  under  the  Government  of  Lord 
Grenville  and  Lord  Grey,  and  if  the  hon, 
Gi-ntlirnnn  wilt  look  into  that  itnlutp  he 
will  find  n  definition  of  incomcond  varioiii 
detaili,  which  will  afford  a  more  latiifac- 
tory  answer  to  hi*  queitton  than  I  can 
now  give  him. 

Mr.  P.  Scropi  resuroad.— Many  pereooi 
night  not  have  lime  to  refer  to  the  act, 
and  if  they  did  they  might  not  undenland 
it.  He  contended  that  the  cow-kcepei'i 
average  annual  lots  of  alock  by  the  death 
of  hia  cattle  ought  to  be  compenuied  by 
B  cora-ipoiidini;  reduction  in  tbe  amount 
of  tax.  [Hit  li.  Pttl:  The  act  made 
tho*e  disiinclioiis.]  Tlien  he  wished  to 
ask,  was  it  intended  to  do  the  same  in 
ciiM  of  other  paritbable  conmodiiiei  ? 
Take  tlia  case  of  a  manufacturer  employ- 
ing n  K'**'  deal  of  machinery;  aniely  he 
muit  be  allowed  a  reduction  for  the  ex 
peniei  of  replacing  the  wear  and  tear  of 
hi*  Slock  of  machinery.  Then  there  was 
the  similar  case  of  the  slii|Mwner.  f'very 
now  and  then  he  wis  obliged  la  repUce 
hit  ships.  Would  ihe  right  hon.  Ujrnnet 
allow  hiin  to  keep  up  his  siock  by  making 
a  dt'cluciion  from  the  tax  in  bi«  favoui 
piopurtiunste  lo  what  it  wuulil  reifuirr!  lo 
replace  hit  stock .'  What  wuuld  i)ic  ri)[lit 
hon.  Itaronet  do  with  the  hauscuwini '. 
iluu^et  would  only  last  a  certain  tinir. 
Was  he  l»  be  allowed  adeductioTi'  If 
he  received  £00/.  a-year  from  house  priv 
party,  wgiild  ba  bt  aUowtd  for  tba  expanse 


iglht  BOD,      ro  «         I  kUmhmi^ 

then  be  I      not    ._  , Jtmm,  tmt  W 

be  made  then  in  Mn  mm*.  Mmb  vliy 
did  be  not  apply  iha  awM  nb  to  fH^ 
feaaional  iDComea,  wtucb  bid  m  HHh 
claim  on  the  groand  of  hutm^  MMlMy 
and  not  peimancnl  incoMnl  H*aM> 
tioned  iheie  inatancea  in  ordar  to  priM 
out  that  if  the  dedodioas  ware  imI  niris 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  do  |NH 
injuitice,  and  get  into  InBolte  diScailto 
in  the  details  of  the  raeuare.  Ht  ««M 
not  then  go  into  the  qoestion  of  a  p 
t.ix  ai  compared  with  in  Im~ 
He  had  no  obiectioa  lo  tbe  I 
properly  appliea.  \ 
of  that  opinion,  and  he  do>)d  ■ 
lurb  a  tax  if  an  occaaioo  ir«i«  ilmni  to 
have  arisen  of  a  nature  to  eill  Ibr  ft.  Ow 
objection  he  felt  to  tfaia  meaaeta  Wto  Mi 
temporary  nature;  he  tboaghl  Ifeal  as 
impost  so  injuriona,  ao  inqamiafial  mtk 
oUnoxiout,  ought  not  to  ba  adopted  tm  % 
lempcriry  purpoee,  but  ought  10  b*  ■> 
served  for  soma  great  and  potaaaaat 
object.  For  an  object  comperalifah  a> 
trifling  as  to  raiie  3,000,000/.  IB  niM 
years,  to  bring  forward  a  plan  ao  eaanM^ 
which  acted  aa  a  penally  on  ptadaMfn 
capital,  waa  not  the  condiMl  of  a  ^H| 
statesman.  It  would  pre«  witb  daahli 
severity  on  productive  capilaL  If  bl  la| 
money  in  the  fundi,  or  vaated  is  luidaW 
expected  only  half  the  iaieraat  hmm  K 
which  the  sane  iub  amidoyad  W  llil 
occupations  of  productiva  indtioifj  ■aril 
return  ;  hut  the  per  ceolaga  of  iba  IM 
being  nominally  the  saoM  on  eaeb,  «mM 
amount  lo  a  burden  doubta  aa  aiaal  M 
the  one  at  on  iIm  other.  Tbey  mmsm  ddto 
capital  out  of  productive  cbannala  tw  Am 
taxing  doubly  tbe  incooM  derived  Aia 
productive  industry.  Tbe  qnaallto  «Mh 
lie  wtthed  to  have  fully  a 
whether  the  Income-tax  < 
capital  was  to  have  any  d 
from  it,  and  whether  il  waa  la  bt  ■  MB 
only   aa  to   the   pcrmaDont  valoa  af  Aa 

Mr.  It'.  M'l/fMMiapprovMloriheflMM 
lAeii  by   her  Majesty'a   Go< 
nut   having    ri'coorae   to   loan 
cheijurr-bills     in    order 
ptMcnl  eiigcncies.      When'  be  ^-^il  fl| 
thi'  dirticuli  position  of  iba  Hiianeesi,B 
tlie  nii<niansgenieiil  of  l'  ' 

a  yreat  number  of  yi 
10  till  any  man  who      i 
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louie  •Urnit  they  found  bj  retaros  which 
had  been  Itkl  on  the  Table,  that  in  the 
latl  seven  yeartnot  leu  than  169,000»000/. 
of  deficiency  bills  had  been  borrowed  by 
the  Treasury  from  the  Bank  of  England 
to  pay  the  demands  upon  them  that  were 
due  before  the  revenue  had  come  in.  That 
was  at  the  rate  of  nearly  24,000,000/. 
a-year.  Taking  the  dates  of  the  otli  of 
JanuarY  in  each  of  the  years  ISdO  and 
1837,  he  found  that  the  balance  in  the 
Exchequer  wasrather  more  than  6,000,000/. 
on  each  year.  On  the  same  day  this 
present  year  there  was  only  a  balance  of 
3,600,000/.  in  the  Eichequer  to  pay 
8,900,000/.  of  interest  of  the  debt,  inde- 
pendent  of  other  demands — for  instance, 
to  pay  the  armv,  the  navy,  and  other 
establishments,  tie  was  prepared  to  say 
that  whatever  sacrifices  were  necessary  to 
relieve  the  ooontrir  from  this  pressure  upon 
its  6nanccs,  o«ght  to  be  met  at  any  in- 
convenience. The  question  was  how  to 
effect  this  relief.  In  the  period  between 
1834  and  1840  a  permanent  addition  of 
33,900,000/.  was  made  to  the  debt,  the 
interetl  of  which  was,  1,169,000/.  a-year. 
He  waa  glad  to  see  the  Government 
taking  ao  oppoake  course  to  that  of  the 
Iste  Ministry,  and  endeavouring  to  make 
the  revenue  equal  to  the  cxpenditsre. 
At  the  f loae  of  tb«  short  Seesioo  of  laat 
yaar  bo  had  told  the  then  OoremmeDt, 
that  if  they  eompelled  all  collectors  of 
taxes  to  pay  the  groaa  amount  of  the 
taxes  into  the  Exchequer  instead  of  first 
taking  4,200,000/.  every  year  to  pay 
themselves  without  the  authority  of  the 
Exchequer,  a  great  saving  would  be  ef- 
fected. He  had  also  pointed  out  that  the 
coat  of  collectiug  was  much  greater  than 
in  former  years.  In  1806,  ihe  revenue 
beiog  58,000,000/.  odd,  the  cost  of  col- 
lectiou  wss  only  2,790,000/.,  or  only  4  j 
per  cent,  on  the  gross  revenue:  but  in 
1840  the  revenue  of  51,800,000/.  cost 
for  eollecting  it  4,200,000/.,  beiog  more 
thaw  8  per  cent,  on  the  gross  aaM>unt. 
The  expense  of  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
had  gradually  iucreaaed.  It  might  be 
said  that  the  increase  waa  apparent  only, 
because  formerly  a  great  portion  of  the 
expenee  of  collection  was  paid  in  fees. 
He  wished  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  let  them  know  the  exact 
aBM>ant  that  had  been  so  paid  in  fees, 
because,  unless  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Gwokl  show  that  in  1806  a  large  portion 
waa  fmd  in  fees  which  waa  not  now  ao 


paid,  there  could  be  no  justification  for  an 
increase  of  more  than  1,500.000/.  in  the 
expense  of  collecting  the  revenue.  He 
repeated  that  in  this  respect  a  great  saving 
might  be  effected  towards  providing  for 
the  deficiency.  But  it  was  not  to  this 
source  alone  thai  he  could  look  to  avert 
the  necessity  for  an  Income-tax.  He  pro- 
posed that  a  deduction  should  be  made 
from  the  sums  paid  to  Gentlemen  on  the 
Treasury  bench,  and  not  to  them  alone, 
for  he  would  go  upwards  to  the  highest  of 
those  who  received  the  public  money. 
But  he  would  go  beyond  them,  and  call 
upon  all  monopolists  whatever,  whether 
they  were  the  lsndowi>ers  of  this  country 
or  the  West  Indian  interest,  or  any  other 
description  of  monopolists,  to  inake  a 
sacrifice  of  their  incomes  in  the  same  pro* 
portion  as  that  which  they  required  from 
other  classes.  In  support  of  this  view  he 
was  hsppy  to  be  able  to  quote  the  very 
high  authority  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Secretarr  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment. In  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Cons 
amd  Currency^  there  were  theae  words  :— 

**  The  course,  therefore,  to  be  adopted  bj 
the  landowners,  is  to  consent  to  the  free  im- 
portation of  com  with  a  moderate  protecting 
duty,  but  to  force  at  the  same  time  a  revisioo 
of  all  other  mooopoUes,  inasmuch  as  I  have 
proved  thai  Peel's  bill,  wbea  hi  full  eperalftoo» 
will  he  a  boaus  to  the  amoast  of  more  than 
30  per  cent.  I  boldly  eooteod  both  for  the 
equity  and  hooetty  of  proposing  a  direct  tax 
to  a  considerable  amount  on  all  annuities 
charged  on  land,  and  payable  from  the  Ex- 
chequer." 

He  was  glad  to  be  able  to  quote  ao 
high  an  authority  as  that  of  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  opposite  in  favour  of  hia  principle, 
though  be  waa  himself  of  opinion  that  a 
tax  of  much  less  than  3  per  cent,  upon 
all  the  interests  protected  by  monopoly 
would  be  auflfieieut  to  naeet  all  the  difli- 
culties  and  deficienciea  in  the  finances. 
He  woukl  with  the  petmisaioa  of  the 
House  quote  soother  passage  from  the 
same  pamphlet.  [Acryf^^  Quetiimr 
ami  ceit/Wston.]  Really,  Mr.  Greene,  one 
might  almost  think  oneself  on  the  Ex- 
change, I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
looc.  He  hoped  the  House  would  give 
their  attention  while  he  quoted  a  paasage 
from  the  pamphlet  of  the  right  boa. 
Baronet  opposite — a  production  from 
which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  might 
derive  much  more  sound  information  on 
the  quesiioa  than  froas  all  tbo  speeobea 
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upon  it  ever  delivered  in  that  House. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  there  said,— 

^  Our  present  peace  expenditure,  in  ready 
money  value,  is  more  than  equal,  on  the  aver* 
age  of  vears,  to  the  expenditure  during  the  last 
war.  rhe  sum  received  on  the  15th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1»2.'>,  was  />-2,B00,000/.  The  nominal 
amount  of  taxes  in  1813,  the  most  expensive 
year  of  a  most  expensive  war,  was  81,000,000/., 
but  as  this  81,000,000/.,  according  to  the  pre- 
sent metallic  currency,  was  really  only  equal 
to  52,230,000/.,  the  taxation  of  1824  was  more 
than  it  was  in  1813." 

Such  were  the  opinions  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  time  of  the  publica* 
tion  of  that  pamphlet.  He  very  much 
feared  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
outlived  the  very  excellent  principles  he 
had  there  laid  down  ;  but  if  he  had  oot, 
the  very  best  thing  be  could  do  was  to 
instil  them  into  the  minds  of  her  Majesty's 
Ministers.  However,  he  was  glad  to  be 
able  to  quote  the  opinion  of  so  high  an 
authority  in  favour  of  his  view  that  the 
monopolists  ought  to  bear  their  share  of 
the  public  burdens.  But  it  appeared — 
although  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  her  Majesty's  Government  had, 
on  a  former  evening,  declined  to  reply  to 
a  question  on  the  subject — it  appeared, 
that  it  was  likely  a  considerable  revenue 
would  be  derived  from  the  new  duties  on 
corn.  He  saw  by  the  ''banker's  circular," 
that  the  opinion  of  that  publication  was, 
that  within  the  first  twelve  months  of  the 
operation  of  the  duty,  a  revenue  of 
2,000,000/.  sterling  would  be  derived.  If 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  could  get  that,  it 
would  be  quite  a  God-send.  If  any  such 
revenue  were  received,  it  would  be  a  fur- 
ther set-oflf  against  the  deficiency.  Hut 
he  (Mr.  Williams)  would  chiefly  look  for 
the  means  of  doing  away  with  the  necpi- 
sity  for  the  Income-tax,  to  taking  off  as 
much  as  possible  from  salaries,  pensions, 
and  all  outgoings  of  every  kind  from  the 
Exchequer,  to  persons  who  were,  to  a  vny 
great  extent,  idlers — neither  hewers  of 
wood  nor  drawers  of  water.  He  contended 
that  a  sufficient  reduction  might  be  made 
to  meet  the  existing  deficiency  in  the 
finances.  He  would  first  take  what  was 
called  the  "dead  weight."  There  was  a 
charge  of  4,600,000/.  for  retired  allow- 
ances, and  for  pensions  chargeable  on  the 
CLHuolidated  fund  (>'iO,000/.,  making  alto- 
k^ether  5,2fi0,000/.  for  pensions,  half- pay, 
&c.  But  in  18*29,  when  the  Conserva- 
tives were  la«t  in  oflice,  the  amount  for 
pentions  charged  on  the  consolidated  fund 


was  370,000/.  only.  ,  any  OM  Wf 

that  ft  vast  reductioD  couui  ot  hi  tmmtk 
in  this  branch  of  the  public  expandilHi 
without  injustice  ?  In  the  preieot  vnhappy 
condition  of  the  labouring  clauM  aod  IM 
pressure  on  the  middling  daisw,  Meh  m 
reduction  was  imperatiTely  called  ibr 
fore  they  attempted  to  impose  an  It 
tax.  There  was  another  species  of 
perty  on  which,  if  they  pretended  iImI 
this  was  a  budget  that  was  to  tti  the  tkk 
and  not  the  poor,  some  reveuue  ahoald  fat 
levied.  He  alluded  to  the  probele  mmd 
legacy  duty  on  landed  property.  Why 
should  wealthy  landed  propnctofi  he  ohb 
to  leave  their  accumulated  ferluMt  to 
their  heirs  free  of  duty,  whikt  If  the 
man  got  a  legacy  of  50/.  or  1002.,  ht~ 
obliged  to  pay  a  heavy  legacy  daty 
it?  He  contended,  that  from  all 
sources,  as  well  as  from  retrencbiMal 
from  a  saving  that  might  be  made  is  Iho 
eipense  of  collecting  the  reveote,  a 
cient  sum  might  be  lealiied  to 
deficiency  in  the  revenue,  aod  aolil 
measures  had  been  tried  and  bad  fidWt 
he  could  not  agree  to  an 
which  he  did  not  now  think 
in  order  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
finances. 

Sir  G.  Grey  said  some  hon. 
opposite  seemed  extremely  anxiont  tO( 
to  a  division  on  this  iob|ectf  at  which 
might  have  felt  some  surprise  had  he 
observed  as  regarded  two  parta  of 
empire — England  and  Scotland— a 
markable  silence  among  thoee  who 
desirious  of  testifying  by  their  voica 
confidence  in  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
who  shrunk  from  the  obloquT  and  the 
popularity  that  would  attend  their 
rucy  of  the  measures  of  the  right 
Baronet  in  their  speeches  in  thai  H< 
He  did  not  know  whether  this  remarkahin 
nileiice,  broken  only,  he  believed*  hy 
hon.  Member  for  Horsham  (•*  iVb,")« 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (the  Chancdlor  of 
the  Exchequer)  said  "  No.**  but  be  spoha 
not  of  Memliers  sitting  on  the  Trcaaaiy 
l)ench,  but  of  those  sitting  behind  it,  of 
whom,  he  bt'lieved,  two  only  had  Spl 
one,  the  hon.  .Mrinber  for  Horabam ; 
he.  at  least  as  far  as  be  conM  « 
the  hon.  (lentleiiian,  was  willing  10 
a  s.icrifice  of  his  personal  interests  lor  ths 
public  good;  vkhile  the  other  hon* 
(If mail  cliifctt'd  a  portion  of 
j^'.-iin^i  the  propoftilion  of  the  right 
Baronti.     lie  spoke,  certainly,  of  iht 
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in  AflTghaDittftn  as  a  jostifyiog  cause  for 
laying  on  this  tax ;  but  when  be  came  to 
speak  of  the  details  of  the  proposition,  he 
pulled  from  his  pocket  a  document  con- 
taining a  statement  of  facts  which  proved 
undeniably   its  gross  injustice,   and   the 
equally   gross   ineqoslity   with   which    it 
would  work  upon  the  various  classes  of 
the  commMnity.     He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther this  remarkable  silence  was  part  of 
the  discipline  which   had   been  imposed 
upon  hoo.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  that 
their  votes  were  required  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  on  the  condition  that  they  should 
not  mar  his  measure  by  their  speeches. 
\Markt  of  ditiemi  from   ike  Ministerial 
oencltti,']      He  perceived  there  was  an  es- 
presaion   of  dissent  from    that    opinion. 
Then  he  asserted  there  should  be  some 
reason  given  to  that  House  why  a  ques- 
tion, the   most  important,  perhaps,  that 
had  been  submitted  to  it  since  the  Reform 
Bill,  should  be  treated  with  so  much  si- 
lence by  those  hon.  Gentlemen  who  were 
so   profuse   when  npon  the   hustings  in 
their  expressions  of    confidence    in   the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  her 
Majesty's  Government,  as  well  as  in  the 
measures  which    they  expected  him  to 
bring  forward,  and  which  they  so  confi- 
dently  declared  would   be  acceptable  to 
their  constituencies  ;  there  should  be  some 
reason,  he  repeated,  given  by  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  did  not  now  rise  in  their 
places  and  say  that  they  were  sure  that 
the  measures  already    proposed  by  the 
Government  were  of  the  character  which 
they  had  led  their  constituents  to  antici- 
pate they  would  be.     He  was  glad  to  see 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  R. 
Peel)  reading  Hansard  ;  he  was  glad  also 
to  see  it  distributed  as  it  was  about  the 
Table,  hoping  that  hon.  Gentlemen  at 
the    other    side    of   the    House    would 
study  and  weigh  well  the  debates  which 
it  contained  of  the  year  1816,  with  re- 
ICmrd  to  the  repeal    of  the    Income-tax. 
Perhapt  those  debates  might  sufficiently 
•ccoant  for    their   silence   on    the    pre- 
sent   occasion.     They   would,  at   least, 
show  that  the  course  now  pursued  by 
the   right  hon.   Baronet  was   consistent 
with  his  early  political  conduct,  for  he 
then  voted   in    the  minority  upon   that 
question.      He  voted   in  support  of  an 
Income-tax,  which  the  Government  who 
proposed  it  had  pledged  themselves  should 
only  last  for  the  duration  of  the  war.  And 
let  it  be  obaenred,  tbtt  tbt  coootry  wu 


then  smarting  under  the  infliction  of  that 
tax  which   they  had   borne  with   heroic 
fortitude  as  long  as  any  necessity  existed 
for  it,  or  as  long  as  it  was  called   for  by 
the  mighty  struggle  in  which  this  country 
was  then   engaged  —  involving,  as  that 
struggle  did,  the  honour,  and,  perhaps, 
existence  of  the  nation.     On  that  account 
they  had  borne  this  tax  until  that  struggle 
was  brought   to    a   happy   and   glorious 
termination    in    the  memorable  field  of 
Waterloo,  when,  in  spite  of  the  Govern* 
ment  of  the  day,  supported  by  the  rig^t 
hon.  Baronet  opposite,  they  determined 
that  it  should  last  no  longer,  declaring 
that  it  was  a  tax  which  ought  to  be  re* 
served  for  war — not  such  a  war  as  that  in 
Affghanistao,  but  a  European  war.    It  was 
impossible  for  any  one   who  knew  any 
thing  of  the  history  of  the  country,  to 
assert  that  the  proposed   tax  should  be 
termed  a  war  tax,  or  to  contend  that,  after 
a  variety  of  taxes,  to  the  amount  of  many 
millions,  had  been  repealed,  this  was  the 
first  tax  to  which  the  Government  of  the 
country  should    now   have  recourse,  in 
order  to  place  its  finances  in  a  proper  and 
right  condition.    \Ckeer9.'\    He  gave  hon. 
Gentlemen  the  benefit  of  their  cheers. 
He  was  happy  they  had  reserved  their 
voices  for  those  cheers.    There  was  no 
one  more  ready  than  he  was  to  admit  the 
discrepancy  which  at  present  existed  be- 
tween the  income  and  expenditure  of  the 
country,  or  the  neceuity  for  removing 
that  discrepancy.    He  did  not  stand  there 
to  assert  that  no  tax  should  be  imposed, 
or  that,  if  the  measures  proposed  by  her 
Majesty's  late  Government  were  now  to 
be  adopted,  it  night  be  unnecessary  to 
impose  some  tax,  in  order  to  make  up  the 
present  amount  of  deficiency;   but  the 
question  was  whether  a  tax  which   had 
been  denounced  in    1816  as  the   most 
odious,    the  most  inquisitorial,  and  the 
most   intolerable    that  human  ingenuity 
could  devise,  should,  without  the  existence 
of  that  necessity  which  was  created  by 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  country 
was  then  involved,  be  the  very  first  they 
ought  now  to  have  recourse  to,  in  order 
to  meet  what  the  right  hon.  Baronet  him- 
self conceived  to  be  a  slight  deficiency  in 
the  revenue,  as  compared  with  the  expen- 
diture of  the  country.     He  regretted  he 
did  not  see  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Montgomeryshire  in  his  place, 
as  he  had  been  one  of  the  most  strenuous 
denoQDcert  of  that  tax  in  1816;    but, 
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whatever  might  be  hi*  opinion  ratpccting 
the  present  propoiitian,  and  whatever 
might  be  the  opintoo  of  many  hon  Mem- 
bers on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House, 
n ho  bad  so  recently  and  to  deeply  pledged 
Ibemselves  to  their  constituents,  he  had 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  in  spite  or 
those  opiu ions,  and  in  spite  of  the  opinions 
of  their  constitueaU,  the  rigbt  hon.  Ba- 
rooet's  proposition  would  be  supported 
by  a  large  majority  of  the  House.  Hf , 
however,  was  fully  confident  Ihul,  after  a 
short  experience  of  this  tax,  with  its  in. 
quisitorial  process,  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  so  slow  to  detail  to  the 
House,  and  which,  it  now  appeared,  he 
wanted  to  fix  upon  U>rd  Greoville,  Lord 
Grey,  and  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne — 
a  process  which  was  absolutely  essential 
to  it,  in  order  to  extract  the  money  from 
the  pockets  of  the  people — he  was  ronfi- 
dent  that,  after  a  abort  time,  the  same 
fe«lings  of  hostility  would  be  eneendcred 
towards  it  as  in  1816,  and  that  its  repeal 
would  be  indignantly  demanded  by  tliose 
who  were  now  about  blimlly  to  follow  the 
right  hon.  Bsronet,  as  observed  by  one  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  own  supporters, 
iu  tbc  measure  he  had  prO|iuted  fur  ihcir 
adoption.  What  were  the  arguminis  by 
which  this  tax  was  supported  in  181f)? 
Why  was  it  that,  although  ihe  people  bad 
b«en  told  that  it  was  only  to  last  during 
the  war,  that  it  was  purely  a  war  lax,  why 
was  it  that  an  attempt  was  nevertheless 
roatlc  to  continue  it  ?  Uccause,  as  argued 
at  ibe  time,  if  it  were  not  continued,  the 
Government  would  be  cJritco  lo  ibe  ne- 
cessity of  imposing  an  additional  tax  upon 
ariidrs  of  coosumption,  which  would  be 
more  obnoxious.  But,  nolwilhsianding 
that,  and  notwithstanding  that  the  coun- 
try was  then  enduring  both  those  taxes, 
thuy  unhesitatingly  adopted  the  fresh 
taxes  alluded  to  from  aa  anxiuua  desire 
lo  get  rid  of  the  locome-tsx  and  its 
iiiiiuisition,  which  they  felt  there  w.is 
scarcelv  any  neceasily  great  enough  to 
justify.  To  the  promises  hild  nut  upon 
the  occasion  the  House  of  (Commons 
of  thjt  day  turned  a  deaf  ear,  know- 
in;:,  n"  tii*^y  <l<d,  ihjt  no  esientisl  niti- 
(liti<-n:iuH>  rnukl  lake  place  in  the  ma- 
t'binery  of  the  bill  if  the  tax  were  lo 
produce  the  amount  of  revenue  which  the 
Minislir  n-<)uircd.  Did  .iny  nni>  now 
iliii.L  that  Id  the  |>ro]i(>*id  miniuri'  ant 
mudilicdiiuii  could  W  niaile  in  the  mode 
uf  cullccting  iha  ux,  gr  that  it  could  be 


divested   of    ibat   inqi  I   ft 

which  constituted  its  cr  i  ia  I 

of  the  peopla,  who  •>■!«  ouiriif  U 
the  sacri&ee  it  involvad,  when  th* 
or  ioteresU  uf  the  natioa  w«rt 
and  when  there  was  m  other  mcbm  ttgm 
shame  and  inseeafilf,  hot  who  Ml  |Uk 
it  was  not  lo  b«  raaorUd  to  •Uli  My 
other  means  remaiiwd  that  wU  h*  i»> 
sorted  to  for  aupplyinf  «  daSotaacj  !■ 
the  revenue  ?  It  waa  ikea  wtii  IMt  il 
would  be  coaiioued  onlj  for  •  KaiHri 
period  uf  time — for  thrca  ynn.  n> 
Cltancellur  uT  iha  EscbaqiMr  w«si  m 
for  as  lo  say  that  it  abould  mIj  ha  br 
two    years;     but    the     HsMi  '     ' 

that  it  should  end  al  ooc 
were  now  called  upon  not  (o 
but  lo  commeDce  the  UXa  asd  wftk  B 
view  (o  It*  collection,  lo  cmU  ■■• 
of  macbirwry  which  he  vu  vasy 
surprised  bad  not.  ere  Ihis,  ealM  I 
bon.  and  gallant  Hcnbw  (tor 
seeing,  that  it  involved  the 
of  com  miss  ionera  for  genaral 
additional  commissioMrs,  asM  UaVt^lB 
special  commisaioncia,  wbo  fcrMid  At 
only  iiiodifi&ilion  in  the  bill.  HasMlf 
did  not  ate  either  what  «ta  to  pnHM 
their  being  lold,  if  fur  tbc  paipaaa  if 
«|ualling  the  revenue  of  ika  eoaaCr^  ailk 
its  expenditure,  they  wnm  to  fOMit  9$ 
this  tss  instead  of  impoaiof  taiKs  BfOa 
articles  of  cousuraptioa— ka  did  aot  aaa 
why  ttiey  might  not  be  lold  at  iha  mk 
nation  of  the  ihrae  years,  and  trilh  doaMa 
strength  in  the  argumaol,  too^  ilsat  k 
would  then  be  much  btUarlo  tmtimm 
tlie  Inceme-Ui,  aeeing  that  tk$madlimmf 
for  it  was  cumpleic,  than  to  fO  M  lfe» 
expense  uf  conslructiog  fiosh  MiUBin 
for  uooiher  description  of  lai.  AIAm|^ 
ha  did  uot  think  it  would  ba  HI  9tt§ 
thing  fur  a  Minister  to  affect.  riiH  ho  M^ 
thiit  there  was  no  aecority  a(aiMt  Iha  Im 
being  made  pcrmancai  if  IM  Uoaao  ■•• 
ronsciitcd  to  it.  Il  was  not  hi* 
to  go  into  any  ataieaMOt  of 
specting  the  revenue  and  aipaidiHWi  «f 
the  country,  the  House  having  abaadyted 
placed  btfure  it  ampU  deUiM  apaa  tks 
[nri  of  the  subject  in  a  mon  aUi 
than  lie  could  pretend  lo.  Ht 
ground  upon  these  facta— that  m  WUMtim 
ent  necessity  bad  yet  beia  riMva  tit 
resorting  to  so  object  a  ■•ohr| 

th;it  the  <-ouuiry  had,  w       0   1  vnsea,  flf 
the  close  uf  ibc  war,  i  .-.--. 

tax  BOW  propoied,  area 
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then  were,  under  the  weight  of  other  taxes, 
ihould  be  the  rery  first  to  be  removed ; 
aim!  lb«t  no  Arguflnent  hid  been  advanced 
to  prove,  thai  under  the  necessity  which 
now  eaisied  of  inpoaing  fresh  taxes,  this 
was  the  firat  to  which  recourse  ought  to 
be  had.     When  he  spoke  of  the  necessity 
of  impoaiDfc  taxes,  and  when  bon.  Gentle- 
men  opposite  nade  reference    by  their 
cheera  to  the  causes  which  had  produced 
the  preaent  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  ha 
could  not  acquit  thoae  hoo.  Gentlemen  of 
the   responsibility  of  having  assisted  to 
create  the  necessity  on  which  their  own 
case  depended.     Did  any  one  pretend  to 
say,   that  if  the  nsasures  pro|)osed  last 
year  bj  her  Majesty's  GoverninenI  bad 
been  adopted,  they  would  not  have  pre- 
reoiad  that  necessity  ?    llieu,  be  hoped, 
that  bon.  Gentlemen  opposite  would  un- 
dertake to  make  some  speeches  on  the 
subject,  and  attempt  to  show,  that  if  those 
measures   had   been   adopted,   the  same 
deficiency  in  the  revenue  would  still  have 
to  be  provided  for,  and  the  same  necessity 
for  raising  4,000,000/.  by  an  Income-tax 
would  still  exist.      He  hoped  some   one 
on  the  other  side  would  rise.     After  the 
frequeiitlf  repeated  statements  on   that 
side  of  the   House — after  the  dehvery  of 
several  speecliea,  all  of  which  had  been 
left  unanswered  —  after  arguments   had 
been  used  which  were  admitted,  ao  far  at 
least  as  iutclligible  sounds  ware  concerned, 
for  if  bon.  Members  did  not  keep  that 
silence  which  was  said  to  give  consent, 
they  at  least  tacitly  aaaeoted  by  dechning 
to  enter  upon  any  argument  of  the  ques- 
tion—after,  be  said,  thia  almost  unbroken 
silence  on  the  other  side,  he  did  trust,  that 
those  who  had  as  yet  only  expressed  their 
sentiments  by  an  occasional  cheer,  would 
condescend  to  show  the  converse  of  his 
proposition,  that  if  the  measures  of  last 
▼ear  bad  been  adopted,  there  would  have 
been  no  necessity  for  a  tax  condemned  by 
the  country  u  the  most  inquisitorial  and 
odious  that  could  be  impMcd.    Feeling 
that,  in  fact,  the  arguoMnts  on  that  side 
of  the  House  were  exhausted — feeling  that 
thoae  arguments  were  exhausted  as  they 
were  untnawerad^he  would  not  detain 
the  House  by  going  any  further  into  the 
subject.    His  object  had  been  merely  to 
elicit  aome    opiniooa  favourable  to  the 
plan,  from  the  silent  Members  on  the 
other  aide.     Finding  that  tbey  bad  been 
to  aoxtoua  to  go  to  «  divisioo  without 
funktr  vgtimtnt,  be  biaitlf  bid  been 


desirous,  that  the  debate  should  not  close 
without  the  House  being  permitted  to 
hear  some  of  the  valuable  explanations 
which  were,  no  doubt,  yet  forthcoming. 
He  called  on  them  to  let  the  House  bear 
their  opinions.  If  they  objected  to  the 
length  of  discussion,  he  would  refer  them 
to  the  debates  which  bad  taken  place  on 
this  question  on  former  occasions.  They 
would  find  that  week  after  week  previous 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Bxchaquer  of 
IHld  coming  down  to  the  House  with  his 
lncome*ux  proposition,  the  subject  had 
been  discussed  almost  daily  on  the  pre- 
sentation of  petitions,  and  that  in  these 
preparatory  discussbna  some  of  the  ablest 
and  most  argumentative  speeches  had 
been  delivered,  that  bad  ever  been  heard 
within  those  walls.  He  trusted  this  cir- 
camstance  would  be  borne  in  mind  when 
bon.  Membera  talked  of  the  length  of 
time  occupied  in  discussion.  In  the  pre- 
sent Parliament  a  rule,  which  he  admitted 
to  be  a  aalutary  one,  preventing  their 
debating  an  important  subject  upon  the 
presentation  of  petitions  ;  but  however 
wholesome  the  rule  might  be,  they  ought 
to  take  it  with  this  quslification^-that  the 
prevention  of  discussion  at  one  period, 
occasioned  more  discussion  at  another, 
and  that  they  ought,  therefore,  to  be  less 
impatient  and  more  willingly  afford  time 
for  deliberation  when  the  questbncame  to 
be  considered.  For  his  own  part,  he 
would  have  no  objection  to  go  to  a  divi- 
sioo at  once,  if  the  silent  system  was  to 
be  maintained  ;  but  in  doing  so,  he  must 
beg  to  absolve  himself  from  all  the  con- 
sequences the  vote  of  the  House  would 
entail,  and  he  must  also  bee  leave  to 
exprea  his  earnest  hope  that  if  they  did 
impose  the  tax,  the  people  would  patiently 
bear  its  burden,  and  that  the  OovernroenI 
would  find  that  they  were  not  throwing 
away  the  weapon  which  had  been  reserved 
in  store  to  meet  the  resi  emergencies  of 
an  European  war. 

Colonel  Sibtkarp  ssid,  it  was  not  hia 
intention  to  have  troubled  the  House  upon 
this  question,  had  not  the  ricrht  hon.  Ba- 
ronet who  had  last  spoken  alluded  to  him, 
though  for  what  reason  that  allusion  had 
been  made  he  did  not  know.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  aaid  that  bon.  MemlMra 
around  him  (Colonel  Siblhorp)  were  poked 
into  the  seats  which  they  occupied,  «nd 
were  bound  to  give  their  votes  for  the 
motion  of  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
beid  of  bcr  Majeaty*e  Oovemment.    Bnl 
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when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inveighed 
a<;3inst  that  measare  of  hi*  right  hon. 
Friend,  whom  he  was  glad  to  lee  holding 
the  responsible  situation  to  which  the 
GOu:)tr;  and  the  full  voice  o(  that  House 
had  called  him — when  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman called  upon  ihe  Premier  to  lay 
whif  he  pursued  thote  measarea  which  he 
had  introduced  for  the  purpose  or  aug- 
menting the  finances  of  the  country,  he 
begged  to  ask  him  in  return,  why  the  late 
Government  by  their  roiimanagement, 
their  duplicity,  had  placed  the  finances  in 
their  present  deplorable  potition  ?  "Die 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  called  upon  lo  re- 
sort to  strong  measures  to  cure  the  evils 
which  had  resulted  from  tbe  extreme  de- 
linquency of  the  late  Government.  Hon. 
Members  opposite  were  afraid  to  come 
forward  as  men  of  courage,  and  they  only 
■ought  to  take  roeaaures  which  were  in 
themselves  dangeraua,  and  to  adopt  low 
and  vulgar  and  flippant  remedies.  When 
he  saw  the  noble  Lord  opposite  venturing 
(o  send  forth  his  spleen,  smarting  under 
the  loss  of  power,  of  place,  and  of  salary, 
he  told  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  who  had 
shown  a  manlineis  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  not  exhibited  on  any  one  occasion 
during  the  last  ten  years,  but  who  had 
sought  from  the  tail  what  he  could  not 
find  in  the  head  ;  when  he  saw  the  noble 
Lord  dare  to  stand  forth  in  opposition  to 
upright,  honest,  and  independent  men,  he 
called  on  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  laugh 
lo  scorn  such  altenipis  to  oppose  his 
views.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  who  had 
last  spoken  had  said  that  his  right  lion. 
Friend  (Sir  Kobett  Peel)  possessed  a  lower 
of  strength  in  his  party;  he  believed  that 
he  did,  and  that  that  party  would  support 
bim  in  all  his  difficulties.  He  had  con- 
sidered himiclfcalled  upon  to  make  these 
few  obgcrvaiioni,  in  consequence  of  what 
had  falk'N  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Mcmher  for  Dcvonpori,  and  he  could 
assure  him,  and  the  House,  that  his  right 
hon.  Friend  near  him  should  always  have 
his  support. 

Mr.  tllewilt  moved  that  (he  (Chairman 
report  progress.  [Cries  of  "  (Jo  on,"  and 
Ijiighier,  and  cries  of  "  .itljaum."] 

Lord  J.  Rusiell  thought  that  there  were 
rt'4Son«  lo  suppose  that  there  were  many 
hon.  Genilemen  who  desired  to  speak 
upon  thii  subject,  and  he  hoped  therefore 
that  ihu  hon.  Member  would  not  persist  in 
his  intention  of  dividing  the  committee  ; 
for  he  was  act  pceparra  10  Mj  thtt  Uw 


committee  would  ba 
10  any  hon.  Gent  _ 

tospeak.  Before  tney  pfw.rwUd lay Avto" - 
ther,  however,  he  wished  to  (Ml  •  qiSMn  ' 
to  the  Chairaaan  rtlatim  lo  ■  PbIm  af  ■ 
order,  with  respect  to  «  molioB  of  wIMb ' 
an  hon.  ]  lember  bad  gmn  notin.  llaC 
motion  N  ts  of  a  roaolalioa  spon  K  OMMin' 
which  had  beeo  already  eoandiiMlv  ^k 
cussed,  namely,  iriwther  dm  Aowl  hO' 
any  exemption  from  ihii  tax,  eitbor  ia  Ife* 
cases  of  pemns  boldiof  tarmiaoUt  ■•• 
nuities,  or  having  ineoOMO  from  PnA»> 
sioos  or  trades,  which  wore  lih  N 
He  desired  to  kitew  wbi 
lotion  of  the  right  bon.  1 
ried,  this  resolutioo,  which  WM  m  o 
modification  of  it,  could  bi  aobo 
proposed  ?  He  thought  that  tbio  wmt  a 
point  upon  which  the  eOBHillM  mif^ 
reasonably  expect  some  iDAmolsDa. 

The  Chaintim  said,  that  tbt  motalla, 
of  the  hon.  Member  migbt  k  aaosvl  W' 
committee  on  the  bill  to  ha  biiisoftM  la  '' 
troduced,  because  iu  effect  tvoald  hals 
the  nature  of  a  reductioo  of  loxatiofc  Sti 
the  same  time  he  was  bouod  to  e 


an  opinion  that  it  would  ba  CoosHMatlB' 
the  committee  to  omit  the  vdcm  af  Al' 
resolution,  which  by  tha  efleet  oT  ilia 
amendment  to  be  proposed  mttmH  ba  oBb 
punged,  and  lo  vole  that  tie  twoladaa 
should  be  adopted  ioilsterwis,  orthaiaaf 
part  thereof  should  he  omittod, 

Mr.  Blemil,  upon  being  callad  apa^ 
declared  his  intention  lo  divide,  (or  bt  b^ 
lieved  thai  it  was  the  geoeni  opiaioa  af 


nloraioa  av 
liao  bwlhaM 


the  country  ihat  this  qoestiai 
pressed  on  in  a  despotic  sad 
way. 

Sir  R.  Petl  was  onderatood  to  say,  AA' 
the  right  hon.  Baronel  (he  Mtosbor  tm 
Devonporl  had  said.  Ihat  bi 
ready  to  go  to  a  division,  i 
licvcd  ihat  he  had  spoken  the  reafiufi  af' 
hon.  Gentlemen  around  bia.  Hi  h 
therefore,  ihat  the  committee  i 
its  sense  of  the  motion  whidi  I 
made  by  decidadlj  icfauB|  to  ■ 
it. 

Urd  J.  Rutull  had  as  yet  c  , 
opinion  a*  to  the  course  10  bo  taki 
he  had  no  wish  to  proton|  this  dahMag 
and  if  the  hoo.  Member  fttumai  ia  Hi , 
notion  for  an  adjoarr  ^  at,  ba  I 
think  it  bis  duty  to  vole  st  ik 

Mr.  Protherot  >  ukllwl 

Member  for  Moi     ntn  i       ber  bo  mob 
poied  by  I  sfaooU  M  « 
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longer  ditctitsion  on  this  measure,  or  whe- 
ther bis  object  were  to  mark  his  dissent  from 
the  proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  ? 
I  f  the  latter  was  bis  object  he  could  not  give 
him  bis  support,  because  be  did  not  think 
that  this  was  a  fair  way  to  express  such 
an  opinion;  if,  the  former,  he  equally 
disagreed  with  him,  io  consequence  of  the 
early  hour  of  the  night  (half  past  eleven) 
at  which  the  amendment  was  brought  for- 
ward. 

Mr.  Blewitt  would  imitate  the  caution 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and  would  de- 
cline answering  the  questions. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question 
that  the  Chairman  do  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again --Ayes  61;  Noes 
328 :  Majority  277. 
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Stuart.  W.  V. 
Stuan,  II. 
Stun.  H.  C. 
SuuoD,  boo.  11.  U. 
Tancrad,II.W. 
Taylor.  J.  A. 
Tenneot,  J.  B, 
Tbompioo,  Aid. 
Thoniliill.  U. 
Tullenwhe,  hn.  FJ. 
TolleiDwha,^. 


Toatlioa,  G. 
Towoolcv,  J. 
Treoch,  Sr  F.  W. 
TreTor,  bon.-G.  R. 
Trollope,SirJ. 
Trotter,  J. 


TuMI, 


1,11. 


'ere.  Sir  C.  8. 
Veraei,  Cg|. 
Vernon,  G.  H. 
Villien,  Viici. 
Vinaa,  J.  E. 
Waddingtoo,  H.  S. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Ward,  II.  G. 
Wawn.J.T. 


toT. 
Wibh0«,  W. 
WlndDjRon,  SirT.  E. 
WoMmim,B. 

Wood,  a 
WM<i,ca. 

Wood,  O.  W. 
Wunby  l^ut4 
W'ortley.  koa. 

Y<^,  hon,  B.  T. 
Vogofc  J. 
Y«wg,  6tt  W. 
TaiUMo. 
FrMmaailo,  9b  T. 
Bating,  IL 


On  the  qnattion  an  the  resolutiM  WM 
again  put,  Dr.  Bowrint  we  belf«*«  iiiti  i3 
that  the  Chainam  do  leare  lh«  Chftlr. 

[r.  BlevUt  Mid,  tfaki  he  did  doI  kM« 
what  Tactioua  motiin  could  be  clurgt4 
apjnit  him  with  rtrercnce  lo  lb«  profw 
lilion  which  ha  bad  ouid.-.  The  rifbt  Ma. 
BaioDct,  when  ha  tomtit  uui  the  IaU  ■' 
miniitiatjon,  aaid  that  tic  tci 
consider  the  meaaurei  winch  he  ahi 
■ubmit  to  the  Houm,  and  lie  look  I 
noothi  10  ilelibente  on  tb«  ptofC 
which  he  h»d  propoMd.  Tb*  t' 
them  he  announcad  U 
Friday  weak  laat,  and  c 
explained  the  marhinery  of  bbM 
and  he  aaked  ihe  Houte  thai  nigT 
10  a  decision  on  this  las, 
couDlry  had  bad  no  lime  to  i 
Whether  the  DWMion  fot 
under  luch  circuastancoi.  ■ 
itderad  a  faeiioaanotiaii.hc  w 
to  the  cnuQlrf  lo  delenniiiE. 

('aptain  BerkeUjf  obstrved, that  hah 
voted  with  the  majorit;  in  ihe  laat  diTi  ~ 
as  he  tbouebtlbat  itwai  loacarifap 

or  the  night  to  adjourn,  but  iho  n 

for  adJQummant  at  th^t  pciiod  wm  i 
more  a  factious  procecdiDj  iban  the  di 
silence  of  the  right  hoii.  Uenilemea  t. 
posiie,  arier  tha  poverTul  apaecti  af  \ 
right  hon.  Member  for  Dct^aport. 

Sir  O.  Grty  aaid,  that  the  o' 
he  had  made  waa,  ibu  lhaaUH_  , 
House  appeared  etbftiuttd  W  4i| 
tpeecbei  which  had  been  BUt«){ 
of  it,  to  which  ao  aaiwcr  had  t 
tempted  on   the  oppuile  udc.     Ho  I 
Haled  that  he  was  not  \<f      itd  ta  g«  li 
any  lengthened  BrgHmcnn  on  the  aa^ 
but  he  never  ioieniled  tu 
momeat  th«t  anpl*  Uim    booU  I 
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f  iveo  to  Hon.  Membern  to  express  their 
opinions  on  this  subject  if  they  considered 
the  interests  of  their  constituents  required 
it.  He  had  voted  with  the  majority  on 
the  liut  division,  because  he  thought  that 
it  was  not  necessary  to  adjourn  the  debate 
at  so  early  an  hour  as  half  past  eleven,  if 
Members  on  his  side  of  the  House  wished 
to  speak,  and  not  on  the  other. 

Mr.  Fox  MauU  bad  voted  in  the  mino- 
rity, and  intended  to  vote  in  the  same 
way  that  he  had  done  before  if  a  second 
difision  took  place,  and  he  did  so  on  the 
principle  that  he  was  auxious  to  prevent 
a  decision  being  come  to  oo  this  question. 
He  repeated,  that  be  wished  to  see  the 
vote  on  this  resolution  determinedly  de- 
layed. He  would  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  on  the  courae  that  he  was  at- 
tempting to  pursue.  He  bad  told  him 
that  very  night,  that  whatever  might  be 
the  opinion  of  the  Houie  on  the  subject, 
the  vast  majority  of  ti>e  people  of  the 
country  to  which  he  belonged  did  not  vet 
know  what  was  the  nature  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  the  rigiit  hon.  Baronet  had 
proposed  ;  and  on  tliis  ground  he  should 
resist  by  all  legislative  means  of  opposing 
and  debying  the  propositions  until  time 
bad  been  given  for  thoir  consideratioo. 

Mr.  f  emeu  Smith  bad  never  known  an 
instance,  during  the  ten  or  eleven  years 
that  he  had  been  in  Parliament*  when  a|| 
the  Cabinet  Ministers  had  been  silent, 
With  the  exception  of  one,  on  a  moai  im- 
portant proposition  being  made  to  ibe 
House  by  the  Government.  He  could 
not  help  reeling  that  U  was  treating  the 
House  and  the  country  with  contempt 
when  such  a  weighty  tax  was  proposed  to 
be  placed  on  the  oommunity.  On  previous 
occnsions,  when  the  right  bon.  Baronet 
had  been  aoestiooed  oo  this  subject,  be 
had  refused  to  enter  into  any  arguoaents 
or  explanations  aa  to  the  cooiae  he  in- 
tended to  adopt  with  respect  to  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  bill ;  and  was  it  to  be  borne 
that  bon.  Oentleneo  on  his  side  of  tlie 
House  should  be  charged  with  factious 
motives  lor  endeavouring  to  obtain  time 
for  the  discussion  of  this  question  ?  It 
was  intolerable  that  that  House  ahould 
submit  to  any  Minister  of  the  Crown 
forcing  forward  a  propoaition  of  such  vast 
importance  in  this  way,  notwithstanding 
the  Urgeoess  of  any  majority  which  might 
back  him.  He  was  really  surprised  when 
he  recollected  the  previoos  conduct  of  the 
right  boa.  BaroB«t|  that  b«  tbonld  bs 


i»"» 


shown  such  a  want  of  courtesy.  It  should 
be  recollected  that  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment was  not  for  an  indefinite 
period. 

.Sir  J.  Graham,  who  spoke  in  a  very 
low  tone  of  voice,  said  that  be  was  sur- 
prised that  the  right  boo.  Gentkmnn 
should  have  brought  forward  such  aclurge 
in  the  absence  of  the  facts  of  the  ease,  for 
he  thought  that  it  would  be  in  tbe  recoi- 
lectioo  of  the  House  that  bis  right  lion. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  tbe  Eacbequer, 
as  well  as  the  First  Lord  of  tbe  Treasury, 
had  addressed  tbe  House  on  tbe  subject. 
Was  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  really  aurr 
prised  that  no  more  of  the  Miaistara  of  tbe 
Crown  had  addressed  tbe  House  on  tbe 
subject  under  the  circumstances  of  tbe 
casef  He  confessed  that  he  could  not 
help  considering  that  there  was  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  faction  in  the  mptioo 
for  adjournmentp  for  be  laooUeetad 
that  in  the  early  part  of  the  wan- 
ing an  announcement  bad  bee^  mada  of 
opposition  to  this  proposition  from  the 
other  aide  of  rather  an  unwonted  cbaraclar, 
for  tlie  noble  Lord  dacUred  that  he  abonU 
not  be  satisfied  with  taking  the  opinion  of 
the  House  ou  tbe  resolution  itself,  bat  Ibal 
on  the  report  on  tbe  reaolntian  being 
brought  up,  be  should  propose  a  counter* 
resolution  aa  an  amendment;  and  also, 
that  he  meant,  when  the  bill  was  intro- 
duced founded  on  the  resolution,  to  taha 
the  sense  of  tbe  Hotise  on  tbe  first  read* 
ing,  and  again  on  the  second  landing, 
and  again  on  tbe  third  readinf  •  He  ha* 
lieved,  under  these  circamstaanee,  thera 
would  be  ample  opportunities  for  diaras^ 
sing  the  subject.  It  was  for  the  public 
convenience  that  as  little  delay  as  possiMa 
should  take  place  on  the  adaption  of  tbia 
resolution,  which  was  only  a  prelude  to 
the  measure  itself.  Neither  his  Colleagaea 
nor  himself  wished  to  avoid  discussion  on 
the  subject,  but  he  wouM  leave  the  conn* 
try  to  detemina  which  was  the  asoet 
fitting  occasion  for  taking  it*  Under  pra* 
lent  circamatances,  to  yield  to  each  aso* 
tions  for  delay  would  be  only  pUying  tba 
game  of  the  party  opposite* 

Sir  B.  HaU  thooght,  that  the  noUa 
Lord  bad  only  pursaed  aa  hoaoaiaUe  and 
pro^r  course  in  ^i  ving  notice  of  the  coana 
which  he  intended  to  parane  ia  oppoeitioa 
to  this  reeolation.  He  thought  that  this 
was  tbe  coarse  that  any  oppositiop  sbonld 
pursue.  He  believed  that  ihara  vae  a 
strong  wttb  to  coast  lo  •  datamiMCi« 
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with  respect  to  ihii  resolution:   but  in    noble  Lord,  the  h      bcr  for  th«  C 
what  a  •itnalion  would   the  country  be    LoadoD,  ud  he  n]  icd  la  Ibi  _ 

placed  when  it  had  been  slated  by  the  great  length  in  lunoer  esplanttioa  | 
Speaker,  that  when  the  resolution  had  defence  of  the  views  which  be  had  d 
once  been  adopted  by  ihe  House,  the  it  proper  to  take.  Aa  (u  as  the  g 
country  could  not  eapreu  an  opinion  on  proposition  went,  he  tboaghl  thai  bc  b 
the  matter  in  the  constitutional  form  of  exhausied  all  that  he  hiS  lo  tay  on  Iha 
petitioning  that  House.  The  right  hon. '  subject ;  and  looking  lo  the  msny  impon- 
Baronet  had  wisely,  as  he  thought,  refused  ant  mesiures  which  had  tii  be  n'mmtmH 
to  give  any  explanation  astothe  course  be  I  he  thought  that  it  waa  hotc  coaaJr"^^' 
intended  to  pursue,  until  he  had  stated  his  with  true  conrteST  to  the  Houm — for 
propoiitioni  in  detail  to  tlie  House,  and  tainly  he  had  nointeniioobf  thowtngH 
the  views  on  which  they  were  founded;  want  of  courtesy— to  keep  lilcni,  latlm 
but  he  begged  the  House  to  recollect  when  making  another  speech  oT  frooi  so  bu«r  ef 
they  were  called  upon  to  assent  to  this  and  a  half  to  two  honra'  leneih,  npntisf 
resolution,  that  the  country  had  had  very  ,  what  he  had  aaid  before.  'Hic  light  has. 
few  days  to  consider  the  subject,  and  to  Gentleman  had  that  nigliE  liiii],  that  he 
theHouseilsetfveryliltletimehadelspsed  (Sir  Robett  Peel)  had  ool  iii<il<:aied  the 
between  the  proposition  and  their  being  machinery  which  he  intewlt^  in  adopt  lA 
called  upon  to  determine  on  a  tax  which  carry  out  his  propositioa ;  he  wm  Tully 
would  press  on  all  classes  of  the  commu-  ;  aware  of  this,  and  be  did  not  do  to  benma 
nity— favourably,  perhaps,  as  regarded  j  it  was  not  yet  before  the  Hi>ase.  lie  wm 
aome,  but  most  obnoxiously  as  regarded  '.  sure  thai  what  the  country  then  waalo4 
others.  Ample  time  should  be  given  to  was  lo  see  the  measara  which  be  propowJ 
the  country  lo  consiilcr  whether  it  was  ,  to  carry  in  a  Ungibk  fom,  and  ihb  c««U 
expedient  or  not  lo  adopt  such  a  tax,  and  not  be  dona  until  Iha  solution  had 
whether  the    deficiency   in    the  revenue  '  passed.     He  repeated,  he  cuold  not 


might  not  bc  made  up  from  other  sources. 

He  thought  that  the  proper  course  to  hare 

pursued  from  the  first,  was  to  have  given 

the  House  and  ihe  country  time  until  after 

Easier  to  consider  this  proposition,  and  he  . 

Iruated  that  this  would  be  assented  lo  on  '  at  that  time  thi 

Ihe  present  occasion.     For  bit  own  part,  |  position 


libly  indicate  the  machinery  oT  the  nm- 

sure  until  it  was  before  ihr  Hout*.     7\a 

division  for  the  adjoummem  .i(  ib*  debalc 

had  that  night  beco  taken  aucrn  after  ekves 

he  believed  about  half-pan  eleven,  aad 

'    -a  appeared  to  be  no  i». 

lo  Bodre 


I  Gentlemen  on  either 


he  never  had,  and  nrver  would,  offer      , 

thing  like  a  factious  opposition  to  this  or  !  Friend,  the  Chancellor  of  Ihe 

any  other  Government.   He  repeated,  that  I  and   himself,   to   wltoae  depsr 

time  should  be  given  for  consideration,  and    ■"•••'"•    >""~    Mrti*.nl«rl»   . 

if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  not  allow 

the  country  the  opportunity  to  consider 

ihe  matter,  and  to  petition  the   House  on 

the  subject,  he,  for  one,  should  feel  himself 

justified  in  resorting  to  every  course  which 

the  forms  of  ihc  House  allowed   to  delay 

the   pro[K)sition,  with  the  view  of  giving 

Ihe  country  time  for  deliberation. 

Sir  R.  Pttl  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
light  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
tharge  him  with  treating  the  House  with  a 
want  of  courtesy.  Sometimes  he  had  been 
charged  with  making  i|ieeches  of  loo  great 
length,  and  on  this  subject  he  had  ad- 
dressed the  House  on  the  first  occasion  for 
three  hours  and  a  half,  when  he  endea- 
voured to  make  the  matter  as  clear  ai  he 
could.     Objections   had    been   most  ably 


iddreaa  ihc  House  bj 
side.     Ill*  rigbibok, 


urged  a  few  nights  ago  to  his  propositi 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  late 
ChuceUor  ^  the  Etchequer,  lad  itj  the 


measure    mure    particularly   ap| 
had  eihsusted  what  thev  had 
the  subject,  and  other  Mn. 
who  had  intimated  that  thtir  o 
felt  deeply  interested  in  the  rgi 
exhibited  no  disposition  to  utv  to 
the  House,  but  they  had  i 
determination  to  resist  the  ^: 
measure  in  every  possible 
these    circumstances    the    i 
place.     He  begged  the  Hoase 
that  the  country  would  waich  i 
sions  on  that  question.    He 
haps,  be   allowed  to  slate,  thai 
past  seven  o'clock  that  erening  he 
the  number  of  Members  who  were 
on  ihc  benches  opposite,  and 
there    were    only   twcntysciva 
and  he  must  add  that  there  wEte 
note  on  his  side  of  the  Hi     -r 

Sir   George  Grtf 
remuktble  coiacidmct  m  bad 
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at  about  the  tame  time,  the  namber  of 
Members  on  the  opposite  (Ministerial) 
benches,  and  he  found  that  the  number 
corresponded  with  that  just  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet. 

Lord  John  Rutsell  said  that,  so  long  u 
it  appeared  that  hon.  Gentlemen  were  de- 
sirious  of  addressing  the  House  on  the 
subject  before  them,  he,  for  one,  would 
not  join  in  any  vote  which  should  have 
the  effect  of  putting  an  end  to  discussion ; 
but  certainly  when  an  hon.  Gentleman, 
at  half-past  eleven  o'clock — an  hour  when 
the  debate  might  have  conveniently  gone 
on — proposed  an  adjournment,  he  could 
not  support  him.  At  the  same  time,  be- 
fore the  House  of  Commons  took  upon  ii. 
self  the  task  —  the  ungrateful,  and,  in 
many  eyes,  the  odious  task — of  imposing 
a  new  tax,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that 
he  should  have  time  to  consider  the  sub« 
ject  maturely,  and  to  obtain  the  opinion 
of  their  several  constituencies. 

Mr.  Brother  ton  said,  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment had  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Monmouth  without  any  pre- 
vious concert  with  other  Members  on  that 
side  of  the  House  ;  but  he  had  voted  for 
it  for  this  reason,  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed that  morning  that  his  constituents 
were  preparing  a  petition  against  the  mea- 
sure, and  he  was  desirous  they  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  laying  it  before 
the  House;  and  he  further  understood 
that  the  Members  for  Manchester,  and 
Bolton,  among  others,  were  anxious  to 
address  the  House  at  this  stage  of  the 
measure. 

Lord  Worsley  had  voted  with  the  ma- 
jority on  this  occuioD,  and  he  believed 
that  as  little  now  as  on  other  occuions 
was  liis  conduct  liable  to  the  imputation 
of  factiousness;  but  he  certainly  consi- 
dered it  was  due  to  the  constituencies  of 
the  country  that  I  hey  should  have  time  to 
consider  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  propo- 
sition. He  had  received  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Agricultural 
Society,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  in. 
forming  him  that  a  meeting  on  the  subject 
would  be  held  on  Thursday  next  ;  and  he 
(lid  not  conceive  that  he  was  aciing  facti- 
ously  in  requesting  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons timt  the  vole  on  this  subject  should 
l>e  put  off  until  after  Easter,  in  order  that 
liiH  own  constituents  and  the  country  at 
lar^e  might  have  an  opportunity  of  consi- 
dering the  question,  a  question  of  no 
light   import  be    it  remembered,  but   a 


question  whether  the  people  of  this  coan- 
try  were  to  pay  a  war  tax  in  time  of  peace. 
From  letters  he  had  received  from  diflferent 
parts  of  the  county  he  represented,  he 
found  that  when  the  news  arrived  there  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  proposition  as  to 
the  new  tariff  and  the  new  tax,  these 
things,  coupled  with  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net's Corn-law  Bill,  excited  such  a  panic 
as  had  not  been  witnessed  among  the 
farmers  for  a  great  number  of  years. 
There  were  a  great  many  points  connnect- 
ed  with  this  tax  which  would  nearly  affect 
the  agricultural  constituencies,  and  it  was 
highly  desirable  that  this  wide^spread 
interest  should  have  full  time  for  consider* 
ing  the  subject,  and  expressing  tbeir 
opinions  upon  it. 

Mr.  T.  Buncombe  said,  he  did  not 
exactly  know  what  was  meant  by  the  use 
of  the  term  factious  on  this  occasion  oo 
the  opposite  side,  except,  indeed,  on  the 
principle  that  everything  that  was  dis- 
agreeable to  a  Ministry,  a  Ministry  call* 
ed  factious;  in  this  way  Members  on 
his  (Mr.  Duncombe's)  side  of  the  House 
were  charged  with  beinff  factious,  simply 
because  they  asked  for  delay.  Delay  was 
all  they  asked ;  they  did  not  require  boo. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  make  their  speeches 
to-morrow  or  the  next  day;  bat  they 
wanted  the  House  to  delay  the  matter  tift 
aAer  Easter,  that  the  country,  in  the 
meantime,  might  consider  the  question* 
Their  object,  he  would  repeat,  was  delay- 
procrastination.  What  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  aimed  at  was  precipitation.  The 
country  considered  the  haste  as  most  inde* 
cent.  He  had  had  many  requests  made 
to  him  by  his  constituents  to  endeavour 
to  defeat  this  measure  in  every  way  that 
the  rules  of  the  House  woold  admit  of; 
and  this  was  the  feeling,  not  only  of  hie 
constituents,  but  it  would  be  the  feeling 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  nation  after 
Easter.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  knew 
this  perfectly  well ;  they  knew  that  the 
longer  the  measure  was  delayed,  the 
greater  the  opposition  to  it  Tney  weie 
in  a  condition  now  to  tell  the  House  they 
had  had  no  complaints  from  their  consti- 
tuents on  the  subject ;  but  let  Easier 
pass  over,  and  they  would  have  no  chance 
of  pleading  such  ignorance ;  and  this  was 
the  reason  Government  wished  to  press 
on  the  measure  in  this  indecent  msnner. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  question 
that  the  Chairman  do  leave  the  Chair.— 
Ayes  91 ;  Noes  241 :  Majority  150. 
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Xti^^lAtf  Ates. 


COMMONS} 


Aglionby,  U,  A. 
Aldam,  W. 
BanneraiAD,  A. 
Berkeley,  boo.  Capt. 
Berkeley,  bon.  H.  F, 
Banial,  R. 
Blackstooe,  W.  S. 
Blake,  Sir  V. 
Blewitt,  R.  J. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
BrotliertoD,  J. 
Bryan,  G 


Jtrdine,  W. 
Jobnstone,  A. 
LaDgstoD,  J.  H. 
MaDgles,  11.  D. 
Marshall,  W. 
Martin,  J. 
Morrif,  D. 
Morison,  Gen. 
Mostyn,  bn.  £.  M.  L. 
Murray,  A. 
O'Brien,  C. 
O'Brien.  J. 


Biilkeley,Sir  R.  B.  W.    O'Brien,  W.  S. 


BuUer,  C. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Cbapman,  B. 
Cobden, IL 
Colborne,hon.W.N.R. 
Colebrookc,  Sir  T.  K. 
Cow  per,  bon.  W.  F. 
Craig.  W.  G. 
Ciirtei*,  H.  B. 
Ualmany,  Lord 
Dalrymple,  Capt. 
U*  Ey  ncourt,!  igb  uhon. 

CT. 
Duff,  J. 
Duncan,  G. 
Duncombe,  T. 
Dondas,  Admiral 
Dundas,  lion.  J.  C. 
fiaaibopa.  Sir  J. 
Ebnogtoi^  Vitct. 
fillice.  E. 
EUii,  W. 
Ferguson,  Col. 
Fbrster,  M. 
Gibtoii,  T.  M. 
Urcenaway,  C 
Hall,  Sir  B. 
Harris,  J.  Q. 
Hastie.  A 
Ilawes,  B. 
Hindley.  T. 
Holtlsworth,  J. 
Howard,  hii.  T.W.  O. 
Howard,  lioii.  J.  K. 
Huit,W. 


O'Conuell,  M.  J. 
Ogle,S.C.  H. 
Parker,  J. 
Pecbell,  Capt. 
Pbilips,  M. 
Plumridge,  Capt. 
Powell,  C. 
Power,  J. 
Pulsfbrd,  R. 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Scbolefteld,  J. 
Scott,  R. 
Seale,Sir  J.  H. 
Sheil,  rt.  bon.  R.  L. 
Somers.  J.  P. 
Stnitt,  B. 
Tancred,  H.  W. 
Tbomely,  T. 
Towneley,  J. 
Villiers,  bon.  C.  P. 
VillierSf  F. 
Vivian,  hon.  Capt. 
Wakley,  T. 
Waton,  R. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Wilde.  Sir  T. 
William!!,  W. 
Wiltliara,  W. 
Wood,  B. 
Wood,  G.  W. 
Wrightson,  W.  B. 

II  LLCaA. 

Bownng,  Dr. 
NUiilir,  rigbt  Iton.  F. 


1.15/  of  the  NoK^. 


Acliin'l,  SirT.  I). 
Acliind.T  l>. 
ATourt.  (  apt. 
Aclon,  (-ul. 
Adare,  Visct. 
Adaerley.i:.  H 
Alfurd,  Vi<u:t. 
Allix.J.  P. 
AiitrolHiit,  K 
Arclid.ill.  M. 
Ashley.  Lord 
Atl«ll.  W. 
Allwood,  J. 
Uagot,  bon.  W. 
Bailey,  J. 


Bailev,  J.,  jui^* 
BaittiV.  Col. 
Hainl.  W. 
llaUour,  J.  M. 
lianog,  lion.  W.  B. 
Barnugtnn.  Visct. 
Backer ville,  T.  B.  M, 
BrfttMoii,  Sir  R. 
BeckFti.  W. 
Bell.  M 
Benrct,  .1. 
Bentiack.  l»rd  G. 
Hrfcifonl,  Major 
Bcru^id.  ViM.1. 
Blackbuiae.J.  i. 


n« 


W.H. 
Boldwo,  H.  G. 
Bortbwick»  P. 
BradtbaWf  J. 
Bramston,T.  W. 
Broadley,  H. 
BroMwood,  H. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Brownriggy  J.  S. 
Bruce,  Lord  F^ 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Buckley,  £. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Bonbury,  T. 
Burroughes,  H.  N. 
Cardwell,  K. 
Cbarterit,  boo.  F. 
Chelsea,  Viact. 
Cbetwode,  Sir  J. 
Cbolmondelev,  ho.  H. 
Christmas,  \\ . 
Chute,  W.  L.  W. 
Clayton,  R.  R, 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clive,  boD.  R.  H. 
Cochrane,  A. 
Cockbam,  rt.bn.SirG. 
Codriugton,  C.  W, 
CoIIett,  W.  R. 
ColTile,  C.  R. 
Coropton,  H.  C. 
Copeland,  Mr.  AM. 
Corry,  rt.  boo.  IL 
Courtenay,  Viici. 
Crippe,  W. 
Daraei,  bon.  Col. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,  bon.  W.  IL 
Dodd,G. 
i^ouglai.  Sir  H. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  K. 
Douglas,  J.  D.  8. 
Dowdeswell,  W. 
DuOicld.T. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncombe,  hon.  O. 
Du  Pro.  C.  G. 
Kasi,J.  B. 
F^lon,  R.  J. 
KgertOD,  W.  T. 
hlgvrton.  Sir  P. 
Kliot,  Lord 
Kmlyn,  Visct. 
Kscott.  B. 
Faroham,  E.  B. 
Fell  owes,  K. 
Filmer,  Sir  K. 
Fitzroy,  lion.  H- 
FlcMiing,  J.  W, 
Folk.il,Sir  W.  W. 
Ffulliott,  .1. 
Forbes.  W. 
Forester.  hh.G.C.W. 
Fuller.  A.  K. 
Gatkell,  J.  Milnet 
Gladituiic.rt.  liu.W.  t. 
Gordoa.  liou.Capt. 


Gom»w.a 
Goi%w.a.o. 

Goriof^C. 

Gonlbom,  ft.  htm.  B. 
OrabaB,rt.liM  flirJ. 
Giuby,  Motimm  aff 

GlWMllyP. 

Graniyf  W«  H« 
GhoMdii^T. 
GrimaloiH  ViK. 
GrogaOf  £• 
Halt.  R.  B. 
Halferd,  H. 
Hanihoa,  W.  J. 
HamillM,  Laii  C. 
Uai4Hi|«»it.teJNriL 
Haidy.  J. 
HawkMt  T. 
Hayta,  Sir  B. 
Haoaaft^  O.  B.  WL 
HeiiM|t.£. 
Henley.  J.  W. 
Htpbvm.8kT.lL 
Htrbtrt,lMi.a. 
Hiad%  J.  U. 
HodgMa^F, 
Hodgao&iIL 
Houldawofih.  T. 

HolM«.lio«.WUktk. 
Hope.  boa.  GL 
Hopt^&W. 
Honibgr.i.- 

Iiigtali%  ViNL 
JerajBg  Bart 

Jobntoo,  WIO. 
JohutoML  Sir  J. 
JollM.  8k  W.  tl.  ■. 

JtMt»Clpl. 

KenbltTBT 
KtirhbiJUti|iliM^ 
SirE. 

Koigbt.  F.  W. 
Law,  bw.  C  L 
LawMD.  A. 
Legb,  O.  C. 

Ltmaitr.  Bart  cT 
UneolB.BMtar 
LockbMt.W. 
Lowthtr.  J.  U. 
LygOD,  boa.  Oaa. 
McGticMr.  P.  A. 
Mahon,  Vnat. 
Maiawariag;  T. 
Maaatn.  LaiA  J. 
Mai«b.EMlar 
ManhaB.Vaaak 
ftlartia,  C.  W. 
Martya.  C.  C. 
Maittr,  T.  W.  C. 
MaMtnaaa.  J. 

MMchill.T.A. 
Morpm  O.  ^  . 
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The  Imcomi'Ux. 


{Maich  21 }  Tk§  Imetm§  tax. 


Uundy,  £.  M. 
Nteld,J. 
Neville,  R. 
Neirry,  VitcU 
Nicholly  li.  hoii.  J. 
Norrevt,  I^rd 
Northlaiid,  Visct 
0*Bnen,  A.S. 
Ofltulston,  Lord 
Owen,  Sir  J. 
Packe,  C.W. 
Paget,  Lord  W. 
Palroery  R. 
Palten,  J.  W. 


8h«i|«rd,T. 
SbiiUy,  E.  P. 
Sibthorpi  Col. 
Snoliett,  A. 
Somerset,  Lord  (j. 
Somerton,  Visct. 
SotneroD,  X*  H*  S« 
Sunlejy  Lord 
Stewart^  J. 
Stuart,  U. 
Sturt,  li.  C. 
Sutton,  hon.  II.  M. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
TennentjJ.  K. 


Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R.  Thompson,  Mr.  Aid. 

Peel,  J.  ThornhiM,  G, 

Peroberton,  T.  Tollemachc,  ho.  F.J. 

Pigot,  Sir  R.  Tollemacbe,  J. 

Pollock,  Sir  F.  Tomlioc,  G. 

Praed,  W.  T.  Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 

Priogle,  A.  TroUope,  Sir  J. 

Pusey,  P.  Trotter,  J. 

Raslileigh,  W.  Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 

Rawdoo,  Col.  Verc,  Sir  C.  B. 

Reade,  W.M.  Venicr,Col. 

Reid,  Sir  J.  R.  Verooo,  G.  H. 

Repton,  G.  W.  J.  Villiers,  Visct. 

Richards,  R.  Vivian,  J.  K. 

RoUeston,  Col.  Waddington,  If.  S. 

Rose,  rt.  hn.  Sir  G.  M'ilbraharo,  hon.  R.B. 

Round,  C.  G.  Winnington,  Sir  T.  S. 

RoQod,  J.  Wood,  Col.  T. 

Rous,  boo.  Capl*  Worsley,  Lofd 

Roahbrooke,  Col.  Wortley,  boo.  J .  S. 

Russell,  C.  Yorke,  boo.  £.  T. 

Russell,  J.  D.  W.  Yottog,  J. 

Ryder,  hon.  G.  I).  Youog,  Sir  W. 
SandoD,  Viict. 

Scarlett,  bon.  R.  C.  TiiLtas. 

Scott,  hon.  F.  PraoMolle,  Sir  T. 

Scrope,  G.  P.  Baring,  U. 

Question  oo  the  ongiotl  retolotion  wts 
put. 

Mr.  7*.  Dtmccmbe  :  The  mmorit;  bad 
increased  on  tbt  last  divifioo,  and  be 
trotted  thit  boo.  Gentlemen  oppothe 
wonld  give  time  to  the  Hoaie  and  to  the 
country  to  coniider  the  measure  under 
their  tiotice.  Several  boo.  Gentlemen  on 
bit  fide  of  the  House  were  desirous  of 
addressing  the  committee.  He  asked  for 
time,  however,  not  on  that  account,  but 
that  the  qoeatioo  mtgbt  be  fully  and  fairly 
discussed ;  and  if  the  eountry  then  ap- 
proved of  the  Income-tax  its  consent 
would  be  fiven  with  open  eyes,  and  it 
would  have  had  an  opportunity  of  making 
op  its  mind  as  to  the  measore  proposed  by 
the  ii;:ht  boo.  Baronet  Hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  bad  made  a  gieat  mistake 
in  asking  the  House  to  agree  to  the 
motion  that  evening;  tbey  would  after- 
wards Ibank  tbem  (tbe  OppuaitkNi)  for  de- 
laying it.     He  concluded  bj  mo? ing  tbat 


tbe  Chairman  do  now  report  progress^  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Sir  Robert  Pul  wouM  not  be  folnn 
tarilv  a  party  to  any  postponement  of  tbe 
resolution  being  come  to.  He  could  not 
resist  obstructions  thrown  in  tbe  way  of 
tbe  House  in  the  way  in  which  tbej  had 
been,  but  be  repeateo,  that  he  would  not 
voluntarily  be  a  pany  to  tbe  poetpone- 
ment  of  the  resolution  because  be  be^ 
lieved  that  the  House  was  then  in  a  peei- 
tion  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  that 
preliminary  question.  If  tbe  sense  of  tbe 
country  should  prove  to  be  against  hie 
proposed  measure,  tbat  aense  might  be 
manifested  at  an  after  period  of  the  die- 
cossion ;  and  if  it  was  as  bon.  Gentlemen 
oppoaite  anticipated  that  it  wooM  be,  that 
sense  would  produce  iu  eflbct  upon  the 
progress  of  the  subsequent  stagee  of  tbe 
bill.  Tbe  noble  Lord,  tbe  lewier  of  the 
opposition,  bad  given  notice  of  his  in  ten 
tion  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Hotise  on  the 
several  stages  of  the  bill— on  tbe  first, 
second,  and  third  readings  of  the  bdt. 
These  stages  could  not  be  proceeded  with 
until  after  Easter,  but  tbe  b^l  ooeM  not 
be  proceeded  with  at  all  until  tbe  pielimi* 
nar^  resolution  bad  been  voted*  Hie 
belief  was,  tbat  the  sense  of  tbe  country 
would  be  found  to  be  in  favour  of  hiabill : 
and  be  bad  relied  in  propoeing  the  sMa* 
sure,  and  In  encountering  the  diflScnhiee 
which  must  attend  its  prf>poaing,  and,  ae 
be  hoped,  its  ultimate  pnssing—  be  relied 
upon  tbe  willingness  of  the  people  to  beer 
the  burden  which  be  believed  to  be  neces- 
sary for  tbe  maintenance  of  tbe  poWio 
credit  and  tbe  support  of  tbe  national 
honour ;  and  he  was  convinced  tbat  tbe 
proceedings  of  tbat  evening  trould  not 
tend  to  disincline  the  country  to  tbe  adop- 
tion of  his  measure.  It  was  his  intention 
if  be  was  prevented  from  proceeding  with 
the  resolution  to  propose  the  very  ear* 
liest  day  he  could  (Ix  for  its  further  con* 
sideration.  He  should  propose  ita  further 
cotisideration  for  Weoneaday,  and  he 
should  be  in  the  Honae  ready  to  diacharge 
what  be  felt  to  be  hia  duty,  and  to  pro* 
pose,  that  the  debate  on  tbe  resohition 
shonki  be  then  continued,  in  order,  not 
that  be  might  be  enabled  to  ttke  the  aense 
of  the  House  on  a  property^ua.  but  that 
he  might  be  enabled  to  notify  to  tbe 
country  what  were  tbe  regulatiooa  be  pro- 
poaed  to  adopt — what  wea  the  mechioef  y 
be  proposed  to  make  nae  of  in  carrying 
it  into  efeet.    He  wouM  heve  no  ofpor* 
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TJtali 


>tas. 


Li$t  qf  the  Am. 


COMMONS} 


Mm$  MCMMateS* 


Aglionby,  U.  A. 
Aldam,  W. 
Bannermuii  A. 
Berkeley,  hon.  Capt. 
Berkeley y  hon.  H.  F, 
Banial.  R. 
BUcksiooe,  W.  S. 
BUke,  Sir  V. 
Blewitty  U.  J. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
BrotliertoD,  J. 
Bryan,  G 

Biilkeley,SirR.B.W. 
BttUer,  C. 
Busfeild,  W. 
(>bapman»  B. 
CoUen,  IL 
Colborne,hon.W.N.H. 
ColebroQkc,  Sir  T.  E. 
Cowper,  bon.  W.  F. 
Crtig,W.O 
Ciirtei*,  H.  B. 
Utlmeny,  Lord 
Dttlrymple,  Capt. 
U'Eyncourtyiigbt.hoQ. 

C.  T. 
Duff,  j! 
Duncan,  G. 
Duneombe,  T. 
Dondas,  Admiral 
Dundas,  lion.  J.  C. 
fiaaibope.  Sir  J. 
Ebriogtoo^  Viscl. 
fillice,  E. 
KUii,  W. 
Ferguson,  Col. 
Fbrster,  M. 
GibMD,  T.  M. 
CJrcenawav,  (.-• 
Hall,  Sir  B. 
Harris,  J.  Q. 
Ilavtic,  A 
Hawe»,  B. 
Hindley»  C. 
Holtlsworth,  J. 
Howard,  hn.  T.W.O. 
Howard,  lioi).  J.  K. 
lluU,W. 


Jardine,  W. 
Jobnstone,  A. 
LangstoD,  J.  H. 
Mangles,  R.  I). 
Marshall,  W. 
Martin,  J. 
Morris,  D. 
Morison,  Gen. 
Mostyn,  bn.  K.  M.  L. 
Murray,  A. 
O'Brien,  C. 
O'Brien.  J. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
O'Conuell,  M.  J. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 
Parker,  J. 
Pecbell,  Capt. 
Philips,  M. 
Plumridge,  Capt. 
Powell,  C. 
Power,  J. 
Pulsferd,  K. 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Scholefield,  J. 
Scott,  R. 
Seale,Sir  J.  U. 
Sheil,  rt.  hon.  R.  L. 
Somers,  J.  P. 
Stnitt,  B. 
Tancred,  H.  W. 
Tbomely,  T. 
Towneley,  J. 
Villiers,  bou.  C.  P. 
Villiersi  F. 
Vivian,  hon.  Capt. 
Wakley,  T. 
WasoD,  R. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Wilde,  Sir  T. 
William!!,  \V. 
Wil«li«re,  W. 
Wood,  B. 
Wood,  G.  W. 
Wrightson,  W.  B. 

riLLEKS. 

Bowniig,  Dr. 
.NUultr,  right  lion.  F. 


Liit  of  the  Nok>. 


AcUn'!..SirT.I). 
Acfand.T  I). 
ATouri,  (*a|»t. 
Acton,  Col. 
A  da  re,  Visrt. 
Adilerley,!'.  U 
Alfurd,  Viii-t. 
AUix.J.  P. 
Antrobus.  K 
Archdall,  M. 
Ashley,  I^>rd 
Atiell,  W. 
Allwood,  J. 
Uagot,  bou.  W. 
Bailey,  J. 


lUilev,  J.,  jun. 
BaitliV,  Cul. 
Batnl,  W. 
liajfour,.!.  M. 
lianni;,  bon.  W.  B. 
Barriiigton.  ViiCt 
Bukcrville,  T.  B.  M 
B^tiMkDii,  Sir  R. 
Beckett,  W. 
Bell,  M. 
Benrtt,  .1. 
Bentiark,  I»rd  G. 
Hrmfonl,  Major 
Bcru^id.  Viut. 
Blackbur«e,J.  1. 


W.H. 
Boldeio,  H.  G. 
Bortbwick,  P. 
Bradshaw,  J. 
Rramston,  T.  W. 
Broadley,  H. 
BroMwood,  H. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Brownrigg,  J.  S. 
Bruce,  Lord  R. 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Buckley,  £. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Bunbury,  T. 
Burroughes,  H.  N. 
Cardwell,  K. 
Charteris,  hoo.  F. 
Chelsea,  Visct. 
Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
Cholmondelev,  bn.  H. 
Christmas,  W . 
Chute.  W.  L.  \V. 
Clayton,  R.  R. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clive,  hon.  R,  H. 
Cochrane,  A. 
Cockbum,  rubo-SirO. 
Codriugton,  C.  W. 
Collett.  W.  R. 
CoWile,  C.  R. 
Compton,  H.  C. 
Copeland,  Mr.  AM. 
Corry,  rt.  boo.  II. 
Courtenay,  Viaci. 
Crippe,  W. 
Daner,  hon.  Col. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,  bon.  W.  H. 
Dodd,G. 
I^ouglas,  Sir  H. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  K. 
Douglas,  J.  D  S. 
DoMcleswell,  W. 
Dufticld.T. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncorobe,  hon.  O. 
Du  Pro,  C.  G. 
Kast,  J.  B. 
F.aton,  R.  J. 
KgertOD,  W.  T. 
F^erton,  Sir  P. 
Kliot,  Lord 
Kmlyn,  Visit. 
Kscott,  B. 
Farnham,  E.  B. 
Fellowes,  K. 
Filmer,  Sir  F.. 
Fitzroy,  lion.  H. 
I'lcniuig,  J.  W, 
rolk.tt,Sir  W.  W. 
Ffothott,  J. 
Forb«,  W. 
Fore^ter.hn  (f.C.W. 
Fuller,  A.  K 
(latkell,  J.  Milnes 
GUdstuiir,rt  hii.W.K;. 
Gordon,  hou.Capt. 


Gon,  M* 
Goi«»  W.  O. 
Gortp  W,  R.  O. 
Goring,  C. 
Goulbom,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Grahaoiy  rt.  boa  Sir  J. 
Granby,  MarqoMt  of 
GrMBally  P. 
Gr«gofy,  W.  H. 
GriBsdiloll,  T. 
Grimston,  Viae 
Grogaop  E. 
Hale,  R.  & 
Halferd,  H. 
Hamilton,  W,  J. 
Ilaoiillmi,  Lo«d  C 
HaRliiigt.it.teJBirU. 
Hardy,  J. 
Hawktt,  T. 
Hayti.  Sir  E. 
Heoeagt,  0.  IL  W, 
Heneagf ,  fi. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Hepbam,8irT.  Bb 
Herbert,  hon.  &. 
Hinde,  J.  U. 
Hodgson,  F. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Houldawonfc,  T, 
HolM«,hon.WJi10L 
Hope,  boo.  C. 
HoM  G.  W. 
Horabgr,i.' 
HoMi^hA.&aO. 
logaaln^ViNL 
Jerajn.  Enrt 
Johnson,  W«G. 
JohnttoM^  Sir  J. 
Jolliffb,  Sfr  W.  O.  ■• 
Jonft»CnBL 
Kemblt^B. 
Knatdibiaipr#| 

SirE. 
Knighl,  U.  O. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Law,  hon.  C  L 
Lawton,A. 
Legh,  O.  C. 
UioHiOT,  B«l  or 
Lineoln,  BmI  af 
LockbMt,W. 
Lowtbcr,  J.  H* 
Lygoo,  bon.  Oob. 

MfAiman.  r.  A. 

Mabon,  Viiot. 
Mainwnring,  T. 
Mannoit,  Lnii  i. 
Mai«b,EMlor 
ftlarthaa,ViMU 
ftlartin,  C.  W. 
Martyn,  C.  C. 
Maitor,  T.  W.  C. 
Martwintn,  J, 
MoynMifCnni* 
Mdnao,R.N7 
Miicbtll,T.A. 
MorgpisO. 
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Mmdjy  £•  M* 
Nteld.J. 
NeTilk,  R. 
Netrry,  ViscU 
Nicholl,  rt.  hoii.  J. 
Norrevt,  Lord 
Northlaod,  Visct 
O'Bnen,  A.S. 
Onultton,  Lord 
Owea,  Sir  J. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Paffet,  Lord  W. 
Palroery  R. 
Patten,  J.  W. 


SheppaidyT* 
Sbirtoy,  E.  P. 
Sibthorpi  Col. 
Smollett,  A. 
Somerset^  Lord  G. 
SomertOD,  Visct. 
Sot  heron  y  T.  H.  St 
SunlejTy  Lord 
Stewart^  J. 
Stuart,  H. 
Sturt,  11.  C. 
Sutton,  bon.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
Tennent,  J.  R. 


Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R.  Thompton,  Mr.  Aid. 

Peel,  J.  Thomhill,  G. 

Peroberton,  T.  Tollemachc,  ho.  F.J. 

Pigot,  Sir  R.  Tolleniacbe,  J. 

Pollock,  Sir  P.  Tomlioc,  G. 

Praed,  W.  T.  Travor,  hon.  G.  R. 

Priogle,  A.  Trollope,  Sir  J. 

Pusey,  P.  Trotter,  J. 

Raslileigh,  W.  Tyrell.  Sir  J.  T. 

Rawdoo,  Col.  Verc,  Sir  C.  B. 

Reade,  W.  M.  Vemcr,  Col. 

Reid,  Sir  J.  R.  Vernon,  G.  H. 

Reptoo,  G.  W.  J.  Villiers,  Vitct. 

Richards,  R.  Vivian,  J.  £. 

RoUetton,  Col.  Waddington,  If.  S. 

Rote,  rt.  hn.  Sir  G.  \l*ilbrabani,  bon.  R.B. 

Round,  C.  G.  Winnington,  Sir  T.  S. 

Round,  J.  Wood,  Col.  T. 

Rous,  bon.  Capl,  Worsley,  Lord 

Rttsbbrooke,  Col.  Wortloy,  boo.  J .  S. 

RttsaeU,  C.  Yorka,  boo.  £.  T. 

Russell,  J.  D.  W.  Young,  J. 

Ryder,  hon.  G.  D.  Young,  Sir  W. 
Sandon,  Viict. 

Scarl«it,  bon.  R.  C.  TtLLtas. 

Scott,  boo.  F.  PrtoMotle,  Sir  T. 

Scrope,  G.  P.  Baring,  U. 

Question  on  tbe  ongtotl  retdotioQ  was 
put. 

Mr.  T.  Dtmcombe  :  Tbe  mmority  had 
increased  on  tbt  last  divisioo,  tod  bt 
trotted  that  boo.  GeDtlemen  opposite 
would  give  time  to  tbe  House  and  to  tbe 
country  to  consider  tbe  measure  under 
their  notice.  Several  boo.  Gentlemen  on 
bis  fide  of  tbe  House  were  desirous  of 
addressing  tbe  committee.  He  asked  for 
lime,  however,  not  on  that  account,  but 
that  the  questioo  might  be  fully  and  fairly 
discussed ;  and  if  tbe  eouniry  then  ap- 
proved of  tbe  Income-tax  its  consent 
would  be  given  with  open  eyes,  and  it 
would  have  had  an  opportunity  of  making 
op  its  mind  as  to  the  measure  proposed  by 
tbe  ritsht  hon.  Baronet  Hon.  Oeotle- 
meo  opposite  had  made  a  grsat  misuke 
in  askmg  the  House  to  agree  to  the 
motion  that  eveniog;  they  would  after- 
wards Ibank  them  (the  Oppositiou)  for  do- 
laying  it.    Ha  concluded  Wj  moviof  that 


tbe  Chairman  do  now  report  progress^  nud 
ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Sir  Robert  Pul  would  not  be  folmi- 
tarily  a  party  to  any  postponement  of  tho 
resolution  being  come  to.  He  could  not 
resist  obstructions  thrown  in  the  way  of 
tbe  House  in  tbe  way  in  which  they  had 
been,  but  be  repeateo,  that  he  would  not 
voluntarily  be  a  party  to  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  resolution  because  he  be^ 
lieved  that  tbe  House  was  then  in  a  posi- 
tion to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  that 
preliminary  question.  If  tbe  sense  of  the 
country  should  prove  to  be  against  his 
proposed  measure,  that  aeoso  might  bo 
manifested  at  an  after  period  of  the  die* 
coasion ;  and  if  it  was  as  hon.  Gentlsmeo 
opposite  anticipated  that  it  would  be,  that 
sense  would  produce  iu  eflbct  upon  the 
progress  of  the  subsequent  stagee  of  the 
bill.  The  noble  Lord,  the  lewler  of  the 
opposition,  had  given  notice  of  his  inten 
tion  to  tske  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the 
several  suges  of  the  bill— on  the  first, 
second,  and  third  readings  of  the  bill. 
These  stages  could  not  be  proceeded  with 
until  after  Easter,  but  the  b^l  oouM  not 
be  proceeded  with  at  all  until  the  pielimi* 
nar^  resolution  bad  been  voted.  Hie 
belief  was,  that  the  sense  of  tbe  country 
would  be  found  to  be  in  favour  of  hiabiH : 
and  he  bad  relied  in  propoeing  the  sMu* 
sure,  and  in  encountering  the  diflBcohiee 
which  must  attend  its  propoainf  ,  and,  au 
be  hoped,  ita  ultimate  pnssiof—  he  relied 
upon  tbe  willingness  of  the  people  to  bear 
the  burden  which  be  believed  to  be  neces- 
ssry  for  tbe  maintenance  of  the  poWio 
credit  and  tbe  support  of  tbe  national 
honour  ;  and  be  was  convinced  that  the 
proceedings  of  that  evening  frouM  ool 
tend  to  disincline  tbe  country  to  tbe  adop- 
tion of  his  measure.  It  was  his  intention 
if  he  was  prevented  from  proceeding  with 
the  resolution  to  propose  tbe  very  ear* 
liest  day  he  could  fix  for  its  further  eon* 
sideration.  He  should  propose  its  further 
consideration  for  Weonesday,  and  he 
should  be  in  the  House  ready  to  diaehargu 
what  he  felt  to  be  bis  duty,  and  to  pro* 
pose,  that  the  debate  on  tbe  resobtioa 
should  be  then  continued,  in  order,  not 
that  be  might  be  enabled  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  a  property^ui,  but  thai 
he  might  be  enabled  to  notify  to  the 
country  what  were  the  regulatiooe  he  pro- 
posed to  adopt — what  waa  the  machinery 
he  proposed  to  make  uae  of  in  carryiuf 
it  into  efect.    He  wouM  have  no  oppor* 
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tuoity  of  doing  lo  until  the  Houie  should 
have  adopted  the  resolution,  and  the  bill 
founded  thereon  should  have  been  before 
it.  He  felt  that  that  bill  ought  to  be  dis- 
cussed at  that  period  of  the  Session  when 
they  were  most  certain  of  a  full  House. 
He  was  most  anxious  to  have  an  oppor- 
tuaity  of  forwarding  the  measure,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  knew  from  long  expe- 
rience what  most  be  the  result  of  oppo- 
sition such  as  he  was  then  encountering. 
He  had  voted  with  great  satisfaction  in 
the  majority  on  the  first  division.  He 
understood  that  that  division  had  respect  to 
the  period  of  the  evening  at  which  it  was 
judged  advisable  that  the  debate  should 
be  adjourned— that  period  was  half-past 
eleven,  certainly  a  period  not  too  late  for 
the  discussion  of  such  an  important  ques- 
tion. The  second  division  he  understood 
to  be  one  upon  a  substantial  point 
whether  or  not  the  resolution  had  been 
sufficiently  discussed,  and  whether  or  not 
the  House  was  in  a  condition  to  pronounce 
upon  its  merits.  In  the  first  division,  those 
of  the  Members  of  the  late  Government, 
who  were  present,  voted  in  the  majority ; 
on  the  last  they  retired  from  the  House. 
He  did  not  complain  of  that  retirement. 
He  believed  that  it  indicated  their  opin- 
ion that  he  was  justified  io  urging  the 
vote,  and  that  the  subject  was  so  far  dis- 
cussed, that  the  House  was  competent  to 
pronounce  an  opinion  upon  it.  But  these 
votes  having  taken  place,  he  wasunwiHing 
that— however  great  the  majority  might 
be — there  should  ensue  a  succession  of 
contests  which  most  terminate  in  the  mi- 
nority carrying  their  point.  The  first  step 
he  should,  therefore,  recommend  to  his 
Friends  would  be  not  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion. The  sense  of  the  House  on  the 
question  had  already  been  satisfactorily 
manifested.  He  spoke  without  anger, 
without  fear.  They  would  reap  the  bene- 
fit of  that  night's  proceedings.  He  for  hit 
own  part  would  not  oppose  the  motion. 
He  protested  against  it,  but  he  repeated 
that  he  should  propose  that  the  resolutions 
should  be  proceeded  with  \i\ion  the  ear- 
liest possible  day — upon  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Fox  Maule  said,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  had  assumed  with  great 
self-sufficiency  that  his  measure  would 
prove  acceptable  to  the  country.  He 
U'gged  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  his 
authority  for  making  such  a  statement? 
Did  he  find  it  in  the  newspapers  ?  As  far 
as  he  could  understand,  the  public  press 


best  indicated  the  state  of  liMliiig  of  the 
country.  He  thought  that  the  right  hon* 
Baronet  could  hanlly  refer  to  such  t 
source  for  a  confirmation  of  his  state- 
ment. He  was  one  who  had  voted  in  the 
minority,  in  the  full  conviction  that  delay 
was  necessary  for  the  conskleratkMi  by  the 
country  of  the  measure  propooed  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  And  in  voting  in 
that  minority,  he  begged  completely  to 
differ  from  the  statement  of  the  right  boo. 
Baronet^  that  his  measure  would  be  ac* 
ceptabi;  to  the  country,  and  the  more  he 
was  able  through  the  channels  which  were 
open  to  him,  to  gather  of  public  opioioa, 
the  more  he  was  convinced  that  the  ob. 
ject  of  Government  in  hurrying  the  reao- 
lutions  through  the  House,  was  to  abut  ap 
those  avenues  through  which  the  eonatry 
could  express  its  objections  to  the  metaara. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  proceedings 
alluded  to  could  not  have  been  adopiod 
with  any  other  purpose.  [Cries  of 
««  Orderr  and  «<  Ckairr]  He  beggtd 
the  House  to  listen  for  a  moment^ho 
would  not  detain  them.  He  only  begged 
to  say,  that  when  the  right  hon.  BaroMt 
charged  those  who  voted  io  the  minority 
with  having  adopted  that  coorse  from  omk 
tives  which  they  repudiated,  he  wovU 
take  the  liberty  of  telling  that  right  boa. 
Gentleman  that  in  the  coorae  which  bo 
had  deemed  it  his  duty  to  take^  be  waa  aa 
willing  to  meet  him  in  the  arena  of  pablie 
opinion  as  he  could  be. 

Sir  r.  D.  Acland:  The  right  boa. 
Gentleman  said,  that  the  oliject  of  the 
pri)ccedings  of  those  opposite  was  delay. 
and  not  discussion.  He  was  persaadod 
that  their  course  that  night  was  a  wish  to 
have  the  public  decide  upon  the  okeasara 
before  they  knew  its  nature.  He  wished 
no  better  justification  of  his  vole  thaa 
that  he  wished  the  measure  should  be  pre- 
sented in  as  complete  a  form  aa  poaaible 
for  public  consiaeration,  whereas  boa. 
Members  opposite  wished  it  lo  be  datar- 
mined  on  before  it  could  be  properly  dia> 
cu»sed.  He  was  very  happy  lo  leave  tha 
hon.  Genilemen  opposite  in  the  pradiea- 
mcnt  in  which  they  had  placed  theokaelvaa. 

Mr.  C.  BulUr:  The  hon.  Gcntlemaa 
and  the  ri^ht  hon.  Baronet  had  viewed  the 
conduct  of  the  Opposition  in  a  light  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  roust  in  his  coolar 
moments  disapprove  of.  He  perfectly 
admitted  the  impropriety  of  adjouroiog 
the  debate  at  half-past  eleven ;  but  wbeo 
it  was  considered  that  their  asaal  hour 
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of  adiouromcDt  wti  twelve  o'clock,  he 
thought  it  would  he  more  courteous  not 
to  o^er  any  obstruction  to  the  motion  for 
adjournment.  And  let  it  be  recollected 
that  after  alLthe  House  had  only  been  one 
night  and  a  half  in  committee  on  this  im- 
portsnt  subject.  There  was  one  ground 
taken  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  which  I 
must  say  justified  any  opposition  which 
might  be  given  to  his  proposal,  and  that 
was,  that  he  had  further  revelations  to 
make  wiih  respect  to  his  machinery.  lie 
did  think  it  was  the  most  preposterous 
thing  he  ever  heard  in  that  House  that 
the  proposal  of  an  Incomc-tai,  the  whole 
of  which  turned  on  the  machinery,  should 
be  saddled  on  the  conntrv,  because  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  some  further  dis- 
closures to  make  which  were  so  important 
that  he  could  not  divulge  them  except  at 
a  late  stage  of  the  measure,  and  that  the 
Opposition  should  be  charged  with  re- 
fusing him  an  opportunity  for  explanation. 
Who  was  it  that  refused  to  place  the  mea- 
sure at  once  in  all  its  bearings  before  the 
country  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
t(»ok  a  course  the  very  opposite  to  that  of 
all  his  predecessors  who  had  to  deal  with 
a  tax  of  thia  kind,  and  particularly  to  that 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  stated  on  the  6rst  intro- 
duction of  the  bill  his  whole  machinery  so 
clearly,  that  no  subsequent  explanation 
was  necessary.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  two  deliveries,  and  was  not  able  to 
get  out  his  meaning  after  all.  It  was  very 
hard  to  ask  for  postponement  again,  on 
the  ground  that  a  third  might  be  expected. 

Sir  K,  Peei :  What  he  said  in  reply  to 
some  hon.  Gentleman,  who  called  on  him 
to  "  vindicate  *'  the  machinery  of  his  bill 
was,  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  so  until 
the  details  which  related  to  it  came  on  for 
discuuion.  There  were  fifty  or  sixty 
clauses,  and  to  attempt  to  describe  them 
at  once  would  be  perfectly  preposterous, 
and  a  waste  of  time.  But  he  had  stated 
as  fully  as  he  could,  and  in  a  wav  in  which 
every  man  could  understand  it,  the  general 
machinery  by  which  he  proposed  that  the 
Income  tax  should  be  raised.  If  he  were 
now  to  enter  on  details,  his  addreu  would 
not  be  half  so  satisfactory  as  reading  the 
bill  itself.  Perhaps  there  could  not  be  a 
more  effectual  way  of  at  once  thinning 
the  House* 

The  Chairman  reported  progress. 

The  Committee  to  sit  agfain. 

Adjourned. 


tncome'iax, 
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MiNiTBfk.]    BiUA.    PuUic^V    OiMvn'ft  PriMO. 

Pritnte.-   !•      Vffe'*  Dirofvei    Ctmftrd*!  Dlvorcvi  Bir> 

ininntuun     umI    l.ivrrpnol   JubctkiD    i'aiuli     Hindaur 

Hnditr  t  Duke  of  Bnlftint'«  EUafr. 

7*    linpcTuU    AuunuMc  Cotopuiy:    Tottenham   Inrlo* 

Mirr. 

.'1*    mmI  iwMcd :— SUlybridne  Gas. 

PmrioMa  PaaaurrKD.  By  Ute  Karl  nf  Baadna.  fWnii 
l*a*ka<r,  that  tiie  Cove  of  (Vvk  may  be  appolnC«d  a 
Parkrc  Statioo :  and  fhxn  icvcral  Parkhrt  in  ttir  Dioecw 
of  Cork,  ami  Rnii.  in  fkvour  ci  the  Church  llducalioa 
Society  in  IrdaatL— Prom  St.  Andrew^,  and  othrr  plarrc 
in  ScoClamI,  fur  Um  Repeal  of  the  Com  and  PnyviaMHi 
Laws.— By  the  Biahop  of  LoBdon*  ftoro  WrthcnScld. 
airainat  any  farther  Grant  to  MaynonUi  VxAVt^jt^—hj 
Lord*  Pnidhoe,  and  Staflbcd,  ftom  Newtown,  Limarody, 
ami  other  placet,  for  an  AhcraCkm  of  the  Law  of  Mar- 
riaitce  (lrrlaud).«Ay  Lord  Bromham,  fhm  the  Utcrary 
and  Scteotiflc  Imtitutioo  of  LiTerpool,  ^cainrt  the  Ralca 
and  Taua  to  which  such  Inatitutioaa  were  Hit]|t«rted }  mod 
trotn  ClerKymcn  near  Lef^iK  that  no  Ckrfyroaa  may  be 
Appoint«d  for  Wale*  who  cannot  Spaak  the  Wekh  Laa- 
ipu^. — By  a  noble  Lord,  from  Parlahea  In  Weitiidnrtai, 
and  Southwark.  fur  a  Repeal  of  the  ToUi  on  Watarloot, 
and  other  MKropolitan  Brklgci.— From  ^.  BaaaiHar, 
prayii^[  fbr  Inquiry  into  the  IntetcourM  of  Brttlih  C4>l»> 
niMB  with  the  Coloured  Nautcc 

Mechanics'  Institutions. — Ikcomr 
Tax.]  Lord  Brougham  having  presented 
a  petition  from  certain  members  of  Me- 
chanics' Institutions,  praying  that  those 
institutions  might  be  eiempt  from  the 
window  and  other  assessed  taxes,  said,  ha 
would  take  that  opportunity  of  eipressing 
a  hope  that  some  clause  would  be  intro* 
duced  into  the  proposed  Income  Tax  Bill 
to  exempt  the  funds  belonging  to  these 
useful  institutions  from  the  tax.  All 
charitable  institutions,  and  a  g^it  number 
of  the  institutions  of  a  collegiate  charac- 
ter had  been  exempted  from  the  former 
income  tax.  Mechanics'  Institutions  were 
not  in  existence  at  that  time,  the  first  hav* 
ing  been  established  in  England  in  1823 
or  1824.  There  were  now  upwards  of 
four  hundred  Mechanics*  Institutions  in 
existence,  and  he  hoped  some  measure 
would  be  adopted  to  exempt  them  from 
the  income  tax.  He  trusted  that  during 
the  recess  his  noble  Friend  would  give  hb 
attention  to  the  income  tax  proposition, 
in  order  that  it  might  press  less  inqoisito- 
rially  on  the  higher  class  of  merchants, 
whom  In  fact  it  would  principally  annoy. 
Some  of  those  had  been  sated  from  1 ,000/. 
to  3,000/.  a-year  by  the  reduction  of  the 
postage  rates,  and  he  was  sure  they  would 
rather  agree  to  pay  what  had  been  saved 
to  them  thus,  than  to  have  their  private 
affairs  exposed  by  the  agents  of  the  in- 
come tax. — Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Adjoamed. 
2L 
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MiiL-Ti^l     BtUM      ftMk«— 1-      Pwlifp    <lrfUnd) ; 

T    MuUdt  t  Muim  MutiDy. 
liiTM.rfrr/.— Public  Worli*.;  SpMt  DotM  llrrUndl. 
Priivte,-    I'      Tfnt     FkilMrtati    Kinipwinrmd    Small 
DebiJi :  C'jirUm  Html ;  Morklon  and  llartk^aa'l  Railwa) ; 
H'u^I'in  Harbour. 

f^  VanwMih  md  Morwirh  lUilwiy :  (tmt  Tomii|;taii 
MarkrC;  FIiHwimmI  ImptoTCfDCtit  and  Markrt:  Saint 
Amtell  Markflli  Kimptnwn  Martntn  Churrh:  l.rvcr]Miiil 
ImprovnrMBCi  ■uni«i*a  NMunliackiii :  Uuarantf*  *«•*- 
ncty. 

9"  and  pMMil :—  Blniiiii(IUBn  aod  Livnpuul  JunrtiiHi 
Canal  I  Dukp  of  Badioid**  KaCalti  Srrrni  Navtiralinn  : 
WMiorBndicv. 
P>rmu«iH  l*Riii>BiiTBD.  By  Mr.  J.  Bailry.  frum  the 
dknm  <if  Wtiffralar.  agiioat  the  Importalina  of  Pur- 
«I|P)  Glovci.~By  Lurd  Btfoarri,  frim  the  Ctty  at  Vork. 
thai  ( ork  may  be  Mlartad  m  ilw  PaclwK  StaCioa  U'- 
twwn  Bnitol  and  the  ftuuth  of  Irriand.— By  Mr.  FftiUirxt. 
aadl  Lord  Bcmard,  ftooi  Sli|pi,  Coifc.  and  Unwrirk, 
i^iaimt  the  NatMioal  SyHHBof  Bducalian.— By  Mr.  H. 
Biuwne,  ftam  Wcvbnimter,  Ast  the  Repeal  id  the  TulU 
on  fMHitnvark,  Waterkio,  and  Vauihall  Brid|e«a.~H) 
Mr.  Greeni',  fron  LaaaMcr.  afaiiMl  the  Buildin|r« 
KfKulatimi  BllL— By  Mr.  M.  Crawford,  ftan  HmI- 
din|{t<iii.  fill  I'furefffld  Uo&ka^,  and  Vf4e  by  BalkK. 
•--By  (  i|ilain  Jonia,  fknm  Muira.  .iml  friim  |<(arc»  m 
the  (  liunt)  (iC  DnwD*  4fain«t  the  ^yMi-m  tif  .N'alH«ial 
lUlut-atKiu  (Ireland)/— By  Mr.  Banki,  (hnn  Warcham. 
a(tai<vi<  I'm*  Prufu****  Inanaae  in  thr  Duty  nn  lfn|inrtr«! 
<  la>. — By  Dr.  Bowrinf.  frun  Ihtlilin,  iU:|irf«aiii^  the 
War  in  Afff{hani«tai:.— By  Mr.  M.  J.  (JTt  uunril,  rnmi 
Tralfe.  that  a  l*nat-nflkv  CuminunicaliiHi  may  he  K«cal»> 
liahid  with  the  Sovth  (if  Irrland  by  mvmm  uf  Bn«lol  ami 
the  L'ow  of  Cork.—  I^ium  Whailey,  Highfate.  Binning- 
ham.  and  nChcr  |ilacn,  for  llc|«al  uf  tht-  i'lim-bwv— 
PiDm  Blakmey,  Norwkrh.  t'arli»le,  and  other  pteren,  ftir 
KnciHirattinfC  the  Inpnrtalion  of  iirain  in  prrinvnee  tu 
yUniT. — Kru«i»  Mayo,  Limeru-k,  he.,  afBinil  the  Own 
tmpnriatuin  BilL— FVi«n  G.  fUlwanh,  for  \Rimdnkent  iif 
the  law  relaCinff  to  the  RaRiMratka  nf  VoCen.— From 
h*mtna,  ami  Link  BoHnn.  ^ainil  the  BniiHigha  !■•■ 
|>fii«nncnl  BiD.— From  the  llinrkiry  rnum,  acain4  the 
('<ifitjniiancf  of  the  PUv  law  CnminiHidn. — ITmn  *>iin- 
drflanil,  ttw  Eqvallauun  ctf  the  Timlvf  Duljca. — Fn«i 
NfWtiin  l.iiiiatady,  in  fatuur  of  Ihr  Mairi^t**  i Irrland > 
Bill.  — Fr«iin  Baifi,  and  uthrr  jiUcTi,  at;ain«t  further  t>raai 
to  Ma>n<H>lli.-- FriHu  ShrffleM,  fi«  a  l.^w  lit  prr^rnt 
Brrwrn  (  a»ki  bring  IhitrainRl  for  KanU^Frian  TWr- 
hurtt.  fir  iiaUnn  Ownen  laaCind  ui  Ocruiiim  id'  Tme- 
mnii*.— Frrm)  Kitry,  fur  Amendment  uf  the  l^w  i^ 
KiiwU  i|rrUn«li.— Frum  Chirhrttar.  ai{mina  the  Rnvslid" 
theGiIbeft'i  \cu 

YaKMOITII      AND      NoRWKIi        RaII.- 

WAY.]  On  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the 
second  readmit  of  this  bill  hiving  been 
read, 

]x>rd  Dalmeny  rose  lo  pr(j|K>M*  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  bill  bcrtad  a  seccntd 
time  this  day  six  months.  Niinifrtin^ 
I  elitions  had  been  presented  aj^ainst  this 
bill,  as  it  passed  over  a  ereat  ((uantily  uf 
land  ill  the  vicinity  of  Norwich,  witich 
was  exceedingly  valuable  fur  btiildin^  pur- 
}K)ses,  which  by  this  raiUay  would  be 
much  deteriorated,  and  for  uhich  no  ad- 
equate compeiisalioo  could  be  expectrd 
froDi  the  railway  company,  io  consequence 


of  their  want  of  funib.  Bcsid«  lUib  d^ 
River  Yaft— «  laif*  river,  oavigAble  lor 
Teieels  of  considerable  burden— rao  €>• 
actly  parallel  to  the  proposed  line  of  rail* 

:  way.     He  believed,  that  the  public 

I  derive  no  advantage  from  the 

.  ing  of  this  railway,  and  he  bc|ged  leave, 
therefore,  lo  move  that  the  second  read* 

'  iug  be  |>ustpooed  till  this  dav  six  montha. 

Mr.  Wihhere  hoped  the  House  wovld 

not  sanction  the  amendment  of  the  nobia 

.  Lord.  By  this  railway  the  time  of  tran«C 
from  Yarmouth  to  Norwich  would  be  re- 
duced to  one  hour  instead  of  four  houra, 
as  at  present.  He  thought  be  was  not 
asking  loo  much  when  he  requested  the 
Hou»e  to  allow  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
secfind  time. 

Mr.  R.  Palmer  said,  that  it  was  pro* 
ponfd  to  carry  the  railway  through  sooM 
vrry  valuable  marshi^s,  which  had  lately 
bei-n  drained  at  considerable  expense  ; 
and  he  thuuKht,  that  as  the  proprietors  of 

,  ihu«e   marshes  might  be   injured   by  the 

,  undertaking  they  had  reason  to  complaia 
upon  the  subject.  He  admitted,  however, 
that  any  objections  should  in  his  opinion, 
yield  to  considers  lions  of  public  inlerest, 
if  it  rould  be  shown,  that  there  was  a  pio* 

•  babihty  that  the  line  would  be  completed 

'  between  Norwich  and  l«ondon.  But  aa 
no  arrangements  had  yet  been  entered  into 
with  that  view,  he  thought  the  H< 
should  not  for  the  present  proceed 
the  measure,  lie  would,  therefore,  vole 
for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wodehoux  supported  the  aecood 
reading,  as  he  thought  it  belter  to  go  into 
committee  than  to  reject  the  bill  at  the 
present  stage. 

The  House  divided.^ Ayes  76;  Noaa 
16:--Majority  09. 

Lilt  of  the  .\yes. 


Acton,  t'ol. 
AMam,  W. 
Arhutliniitl,  Imn.  II. 
H.ii:g*-,  ^^  • 
lUilcy,  J. 
R.iiley,  •!  jun. 
IWrnurd,  K  (> 
il4«krrvillr.  T    R.  M 
lltrkclry.  hmi.  II.  l 
hU-Milt,  U.J. 
li<iJLin,  W.  II 
liiitfirM.  H 

HuMriiit:,  Ml 
Broadlify.  It. 
Brulhertuh,  J. 
Muiklry,  K 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 


llurrougfaes.Ii.N. 
ButfciUI,  W. 
Hyng.ti. 

t'arnegie,  hon.  Capt. 
(*avt*iifliih,bon.C.  1\ 
Cliuie.  W.I^W. 
flay.  Sir  W. 
i  'olbonie,  hn.W.N.IU 
rra^ford,  W.S. 
t.'ripps,  \V. 
Oickinsoii,  F.  II. 
DoiiirUi,  .1.  n.  S. 
l>ouro,  Man|ttess  of 
Ouoran,  IS. 
DuHi^omlic,  boa.  A. 
Dundas,  Imo.  J.  C. 
Eaton,  R.  J. 
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Ellkt,  K.  0*Bneo,  J. 

Kstcourt,  T.  G.  B.  Patten,  J.  W. 

Ferguson,  Sir  R,  A.  Plumridge,  Capt. 

Filmer,  Sir  K.  Powell,  C 

Forefter,  hn.  G.  C.  W.  Round,  C.  G. 

(lOre,  W.  U.  ().  Kumbold,  C.  E. 

Greene,  T.  Russell,  C. 

Gros?enor,  Lord  R.  Scarlett,  hon.  R.  C, 

Hall,  Sir  B.  ScholeAeld,  J. 

Hardy,  J.  Scott,  R. 

Henley,  J.  W.  Smith,  B. 

Hodgson,  R.  Stanton,  W.  H. 

Hull,  W.  Sirult,  E, 

Inglis,  Sir  R.  H.  Thomely,  T. 

Kemble,  H.  Trotter,  J. 

Lambion,  II.  Wilde,  Sir  T. 

Langton,  W.G.  Wood,  B. 

La%r8on,  A .  Woraley,  Lord 

Lockhart,  W.  Wrtghtson,  W.  B. 
Lygon,  hon.  General  TELLfca». 

Macktniie,  T,  WiUhere,  W. 

Marshain,  Viiict.  Wodehouse,  K. 

List  of  ifu  Nobs* 

Allix,J.P.  Pa«et,  Col. 

Berkeley,  hon.  C.  Palmer,  (i. 

Brownngg,  J.  S.  Rushbroke,  Col. 

Colvile,  C.  R.  Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 

Craig,  W.  G.  Waddinifton,  H.  S. 

Darby.  O.  Wyndham,  Col.  C 
Hale,  R.  B. 

March,  F^rl  of  TtLLaa^. 

Martyn,  C.  C  Oalneoy,  Lord 

Ntf  ille,  R.  Palmer,  R. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Maoistkact  of  Domrtahire  — 
QvARTKE  SEafioNS.]  Mr.  Banket  re- 
quested the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
while  ha  answered  a  question  put  to  him 
the  other  night  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
IJskeard.  The  boo.  Member  had  directed 
his  attention  to  a  statement  which  had 
appeared  in  the  public  papers,  and  de. 
dared  that  he  had  also  other  sources  of 
information  with  respect  to  the  matier  on 
which  ha  desired,  that  certain  inquiries 
should  be  made.  The  substance  of  the 
hon.  Member's  statement  was  to  this 
effect,  that  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  the 
magistrates  had  eipressed  a  disinclination 
to  a  modern  practice  adopted  by  the 
judges,  of  ordering  counsel  in  every  case 
of  prosecution  at  tha  public  eipense,  and 
he  said,  that  according  to  the  information 
he  had  raceivad,  in  order  to  avoid  this 
proceeding  of  the  judges,  the  magistrates 
of  that  county  had,  in  some  instances, 
adopted  a  coursa  which  he  considered  im* 
proper,  ~  namely,  that  of  oommitting  per* 
sons  over  the  aasizea  to  the  ensuing  quar. 
ler  sessious,  so  aa  to  avoid  the  juriediction 
•f   Ibe  jttdgts.     Ha   vanturtd  to  slala. 
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without  any  particular  knowledge  as  to 
the  circumstances  which  happened  at  the 
last  assizes,  that  he  was  quite  sure  the 
magistrates  of  the  county  never  had,  and 
never  could,  adopt  any  such  course  as 
that  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  might 
consider  not  expedient,  at  least  by  any 
side  wind  or  indirect  means.  It  was  per- 
fectly true  as  respected  the  ordering  of 
counsel  in  every  case  at  the  assizes,  that 
the  magistrates  of  the  county  had  remon- 
strated, and  would  again  remonstrate,  if 
that  course  was  again  adopted,  because 
they  did  consider  it  an  unnecessary  ex- 
pense, not  only  to  the  county,  but  to  the 
public  at  large,  who  now  bore  a  share  in 
the  expense,  and  they  would  request  the 
judges  to  discriminate  between  those  cases 
which  did  require,  and  those  which  did 
not  require  the  assistance  of  counsel.  But 
he  was  quite  sure  they  had  adopted  no 
such  course  as  that  adverted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  attaining  the  object  they  had 
in  view;  and  he  was  glad  that  the  in- 
formation he  had  received  perfectly  bore 
out  what  he  had  stated.  It  certainly  was 
true,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard 
was  so  far  justified,  in  point  of  fact,  that 
some  oflfenders  were  on  the  occasion  of  the 
late  assiies  committed  over  to  the  en- 
suing quarter  sessions.  The  circnmstaoces 
which  had  occurred  in  that  case  were 
these:— There  were  Bve  prisoners,  but 
they  were  all  included  in  one  charge,—* 
namely,  of  swindling  the  poor,  a  case  ap- 
parently of  conspiracy,  in  which  tha  par- 
ties were  persons  who  had  been  going 
about  the  country  cheating  tha  poor  by 
selling  them  articles  with  false  samples. 
The  magistrates  considered,  that  this  was 
a  very  important  case,  as  it  affected  the 
interests  of  the  poor,  and  they  were  very 
desirous  that  it  iihottid  be  brought  before 
the  public,  and  that  those  persons,  if  they 
proved  guilty,  should  be  punished.  The 
assizes  were  then  within  three  or  four  days. 
The  prosecutors  wera  so  very  poor,  that 
they  stated  to  the  magistrates  that,  if 
obliged  within  a  limited  time  to  go  into 
court,  they  could  not  collect  funds  enough 
10  enable  them  to  appear  at  the  assizes 
snd  carry  on  the  prosecution.  The  magis- 
trates did  not  consider  that  it  would  be 
right  on  their  part,  they  being  committing 
magistrates,  however  aesiroas  they  might 
be  of  aiding  the  proaecution,  to  furnbh 
the  funds  necessary,  and  make  themselves 
at  once  judgea  and  prosecutors ;  and  they 
considered,  tbtrafora,  thai  it  was  right  to 
2La 
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improper  modes  of  ctrryioi^  intoeflccl  tte 
meaturei  they  thought  right. 

Mr.  C.  BulUr  was  exceediaglj  glad  !• 
find,  from  the  statement  which  had 
been  made,  that  the  magistrates  of  Iht 
county  of  Dorset  had  been  actuated  a  tak* 
ing,  what  appeared  to  him  an  eno- 
neous  course,  by  the  very  best  aao* 
tives.  He  had  not  made  any  attack  om 
them;  uor  did  he  sty  the  practioa  of 
which  he  complained  was  peculiar  to  thai 
part  of  (he  country.  He  most  also  ba 
allowed  to  remark  that  his  hon*  Friend 
had  omitted  all  reference  to  the  inooa- 
venience  he  pointed  out  the  other  day, 
namely,  that  the  practice  was  destractivs 
of  public  liberty,  by  keeping  prisoneia  m 
gaol  for  a  very  long  time ;  while,  oo  iba 
other  hand,  his  own  statement  had  provad 
in  at  leaat  one  instance,  that  a  set  of  ver| 
great  scoundrels  had  escaped  the  paaialH 
mcnt  they  deserved. 


give  those  poor  parsons  time  to  see  whe- 
ther they  could  not,  among  their  neigh- 
hours,  collect  sufficient  money  to  carry  on 
the  prosecution.  This  was  the  only  ground 
for  the  statement  that  had  been  made  in 
reference   to  those  circumstances.      The 
hon.  Member  for  Liskeard  must  be  aware, 
with  his  practical  knowledge,  that  no  in- 
convenience could  happen  (0  the  offenders 
in  question,  because,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  judges  would  not  hesitate  to 
inquire  into  the  case,  and  liberate  them, 
if  it  were  found  to  be  just,  before  they 
left  the  town;  and  such  was  in  point  of 
fact  the  case.     The  judges,  acting  in  con- 
formity with  their  duty,  having  a  commis-  . 
sion    of   g^ol    delivery,  did  completely . 
deliver  the  gaol,  and  those  persons,  as  no 
prosecuturs  appeared,  were  consequently 
discharged.    This  explanation  would,  he 
hoped,  satisfy  the  mind  of  the  hon.  Gen* 
tieman  who  had  brought  the  question  for- 
ward.    The  magistrates  had  no  improper 
view  in  acting  as  they  had  done,  and  con- 
sidered they  were  only  doing  their  duty. 
They  wished  to  bring  before  the  public  a 
case  which  deserved  the  public  attention. 
No  blame  on  account  of  this  case  aluched 
to  any  magistrate  of  the  county  of  Dorset. 
He  begged,  in  conclusion,  to  read  a  short 
extract  from  the  charge  delivered  to  the 
grand  jury   at  the  last   assizes  by   Mr. 
Justice  Erskine,  whose  eminent  quaUttes 
as  a  lawyer  and  a  gentleman  required  no 
eulogium  from  him.     He  said, — 

"  When  he  compared  the  calendar  in  that 
county  with  that  of  those  counties  through 
which  he  had  then  just  passed,  — namely,  | 
Hampshire  and  Wiltshire,  he  could  not  but 
congratulate  the  grand  jury  and  the  matci^- 
trates  of  the  county  in  which  be  was  thfu 
speaking;  for  whereas  in  other  counties  the 
calendars  which  had  been  presented  tu  him 
were  greatly  increased ;  nay,  double  what 
they  had  been  on  the  same  occasion  U^t  >(Mr. 
in  Dorset  he  had  the  pleasure  of  Anding  the 
calendar  contained  only  one-half  the  nunikier 
of  charges  it  did  at  the  corresponding  period 
last  year.  He  must,  therefore,  congratulate 
them  on  the  state  of  their  county  and  iheir 
gaol,  and  he  did  hope  this  happy  circum- 
stance would  be  an  encouragement  to  them  all 
to  proceed  in  a  course  which  appeared  so  suc- 
cessful in  securing  the  good  and  sound  moral 
habits  of  the  people.'* 

He  trusted  this  would  be  sufficient  to 
prevent  it  going  forth  to  the  publii*,  that 
in  acting  as  they  had  done,  the  magis- 
trates were  neglectful  of  their  duty,  or 
that  they  had  the  meanness  to  rrsoit  to 


Clitiieroe  CLErTioH  ^  Intimida- 
tion or  Witnesses.]  John  Asbvorlk 
having  been  brought  to  the  bar  atieadiiy 
the  House  according  to  order. 

The  Speaker  addressed  him  u  ibilovs ^ 
— **  John  Ashsrorth,  the  Hooaa  has ' 
informed  by  the  report  of  a  sakct 
mittee  appointed  to  try  and  detarmiaa  ihm 
merits  of  the  petitions  complainiof  of  aft 
undue  election  and  return  for  the  boroagli 
of  Clitheroe,  that  you  on  Friday  laH  M* 
terrupted  their  proceedings,  andatlevpted 
to  influence  a  witness  under  eiamiaatioa  5 
hsve  you  anything  to  say  in  eateaaatMMi 
of  your  conduct  ?** 

John  .Ashworth  :  I  have  nothing  to  sftf 
but  that  I  am  very  sorry  for  vliat  haa 
happened. 

No  hon.  Member  desiring  lo  pal  aaf 
question,  he  was  ordered  lo  withdraw. 

Sir  H,  fntflii  as  a  Member  of  Ite 
committee,  moved,  that  he  be  aow  d«P 
charged. 

Lord  Ci.  Somerset  said,  that  ia  hisopia* 
ion,  previous  to  the  discharga  of  ths 
prisoner,  some  notice  should  l>e  takaa  of 
his  conduct.  He  thought  he  (the  prisooar) 
should  be  discharged  after  reprimand. 

Admiral  Duitdas  thought,  thai  as  iha 
person  had  already  eipressed  cooiriliM 
fur  his  offence,  it  wculd  be  better  lo  dia* 
charge  him  forthwith  than  to  laka  ap  Iha 
i  valuable  time  of  the  public  by  manog 
any  more  ado  about  the  matter. 

Sir  R,  Peel:  I  am  but  aa  iasparfial 
judge  of  the  nature  of  tha 
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hai  l>eeo  conimiUed,  seeing  that  the  firtt 
I  heard  of  it  were  the  observations  ad- 
dressed from  the  chair  to  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar.  It  appears  that  this  person  did 
interrupt  a  judicial  committee  of  this 
House  so  as  to  warrant  his  committal  to 
the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms.  I 
should  be  the  last  to  press  hardly  in  such 
a  case,  but  still  I  think  that  the  individual 
should  not  escape  without  some  repri- 
mand. I  am  always  inclined  to  lean  on 
the  side  of  leniency;   but  really,  if  this 

Kraon  has  committed  an  offence  which 
a  required  his  committal  to  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms,  I  think  the  slightest  punishment 
be  can  expect  is  a  reprimand  from  the 
Speaker. 

Sir  G.  Grey  thought,  that  this  was  not 
a  case  which  could  be  completely  passed 
over ;  but  as  the  party  had  appeared  at 
the  Bar,  and  expressed  his  deep  regret,  he 
(Sir  G.  Grey)  thought  that  a  slight  repri- 
mand would  be  sufficient 

Sir  R.  FngHs  had  thought  that  the  ex- 
pressioo  of  his  contrition  was  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  usage  of  the  House. 

Lord  G.  Somerset  really  thought  that  it 
was  hardly  worth  while  to  bring  the  man 
to  the  bar  at  all,  if  they  now  discharged 
him  without  a  reprimand. 

The  Spetiker  then  put  an  amendment, 

"  That  John  Ashworth  be  called  back,  and 
reprimanded  by  the  Speaker." 

Mr.  Labouckere  said,  he  thought  it 
would  be  trifling  with  the  House,  first  to 
call  an  ofTendiog  person  to  the  Bar,  and 
afterwards  to  dismiss  him  without  some 
expression  of  opinion,  at  the  same  time  he 
thought  that  a  reprimand  was  too  serious 
a  punishment,  and  that  a  simple  admoni- 
tion from  the  Speaker  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Hardy  observed,  that  the  circum- 
stance arose  during  the  examination  of  a 
very  reluctant  witness,  who  was  looking 
round  the  room  in  ortder  to  take  a  hint 
from  some  parties,  wben  the  person  at  the 
bar  raised  his  head  from  the  table  and 
aaid.  Don't  answer  any  questioos,**  which 
caused  the  greatest  confasioo  in  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Cardwellf  the  new    Member  for 


Clitheroe  observed,  that  being  politically 

opposed  bv  the  person    who  had   been 

placed  at  tne  bar,  he  was  the  last  person 

in  that  House  who  could  be  expected  to 

tand   forward  as  his  advocate.    At  the 

tme  time  he  hoped  he  might  be  allowed 

0  r«comaaend  bim  to  Um  comniaentioD 


of  the  House.  Being  a  man  without  edu- 
cation and  dependent  upon  his  own  exer- 
tions for  dsily  bread,  he  had  already  per- 
haps suffered  sufficient  for  the  offence 
he  had  committed. 

It  was  agreed  that  John  Ashworth 
should  be  **  admonished,'*  instead  of 
**  reprimanded"  by  the  Speaker,  and  dis* 
charged. 

Having  been  again  placed  at  the  Bar, 

The  Speaker  addressed  him  as  follows : 
—"John  Ashworth,  any  interruption  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  House,  or  of  any 
of  the  committees  of  this  House,  can  only 
be  regarded  as  a  contempt  of  its  authority^ 
and  your  offence  is  much  aggravated  by 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  took 
place.  By  improperly  interfering  with 
the  testimony  of  a  witness  under  examin- 
ation, you  did  your  utmost  to  obstruct  the 
discovery  of  truth,  and  defeat  the  ends  of 
justice.  Such  conduct  cannot  be  allowed 
to  pass  entirely  without  censure ;  but  the 
House,  always  anxious  to  act  with  lenity, 
and  taking  into  its  consideration  the  con- 
trition you  have  expressed,  and  believing 
that  your  offence  was  unpremeditated, 
has  directed  me  to  tdmonbh  you  as  to 
your  future  conduct ;  and  I  truat  that  this 
admonition  will  be  a  warning  to  others  that 
this  House  will  not  deal  so  leniently  with 
an  offence  of  this  description,  if  repeated 
by  any  other  individual.  You  are  now 
discharged  from  further  attendance  upon 
this  House." 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  R.  Peel,  the  ad- 
monition was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 
journals  of  the  House. 

State  or  the  Navy.]  Sir  C  Napier 
in  rising  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
House,  the  state  of  the  Navy,  muat  express 
a  hope  that  it  would  not  be  supposed  by 
hon.  Members  on  either  side  that  he  had 
any  political  or  party  purpose  in  view. 
Least  of  all  was  his  motion  to  be  con- 
strued into  any  disrespect  of  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  bead  of  the  Admiralty ;  for 
he  believed  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site could  have  found  no  civilian  whatever 
who  could  hava  acted  in  the  situation 
that  noble  Lord  had  the  honour  to  611 
with  more  propriety,  justice,  and  impar- 
tiality. It  was  to  the  formation  of  the 
board  alone  that  his  observations  should 
apply.  The  board,  it  was  well  known, 
was  generally  composed  of  a  civilian  at  its 
head,  four  naval  officers,  and  a  secretary. 
He  objected  to  have  a  civiliao  at  the  head 
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of  the  Admiralty,  who  might  have  no 
naval  knowledge,  and  nefcr,  perhaps,  saw 
a  ship  in  his  life.  It  was  morally  impos- 
sible that  he  could  carry  on  the  business 
of  the  navy  in  a  proper  manner.  It  was 
frequently  the  case  that  a  First  Lord 
finding  himself  comparatively  ignorant  of 
his  duties,  resorted  to  some  relative  of  his 
own,  who  might  not  be  exactly  the  sort  of 
persons  to  be  depended  upon.  The  navy 
ought  to  be  ruled  by  a  Commander-in- 
Chief,  just  as  the  army  was.  Tlie  Fir<t 
Lord  was  really  at  present  wholly  ir- 
responsible. He  did  not  know  that  he 
could  better  establish  this  position  than 
by  referring  to  a  letter  which  the  Earl  of 
Miuto  himself  quoted  lately  in  the  other 
House,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  Me- 
diterranean fleet  to  Cyprus,  and  uhich 
was  addressed  by  Sir  R.  Stopford  to  Lord 
Ponsonby.     The  letter  commenced  thus  : 

**  Pritwrn  CharlotU,ofSuulh  End  of' 
C^r/ntfyJu/y  II,  1839. 

"  i  have  the  huiiour  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency of  my  arrival  here,  with  the  squaiiron 
under  my  command,  iu  pursuance  of  a  private 
intimation  from  the  Karl  of  Minto,  signifying 
his  wi.hIi  for  the  squadron  to  assemble  in  tliin 
neighl>ourhood,  and  to  await  further  orders, 
&c." 

Now  his  opinion  distinctly  was,  that  if 
the  First  Lord  had  authority  to  convey 
such  a  "  private  intimation*'  to  any  admi- 
ral in  command  of  a  squadron,  because  it 
might  be  inconvenient  to  bring  the  matter 
legularly    before    the   board,   the    junior 
Lords  were  of  no  use  whatever.     Hut  this 
was  not  all.     The  Karl  of  Minto  had  done 
the  very  same  thing,  us  he  had  shown  before 
with  reference  to  the  manning  of  the  navy. 
AVhen  he   referred   to  this  subjeci  on  a 
former  occasion,  it  had  been   said,  that 
great  achievements  had  been  cflected  un- 
der the  (iresidency  of  a  civilian  as  First 
liOrd.  It  was  true  that  under  Earl  Spencer 
three  general  actions  had  Ix'cn  fought,  but 
that   wa!i    no   proof  that  the   First    Lord 
vhuuld  b».'  a  civilian.     Hie  greatest  naval 
victory — Trafalgar,  was  ;:ained  under  l^rd 
Harhain,  a  naval  man ;  and  the  battle  of 
<*op<*iihagen  was  fought  under   liord  St. 
Viiif  eiit.  also  a  naval  man.    On  ihe  other 
hand,  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore  took  place 
uiuier  a  civilian,  and,  as  was  well  known. 
I)ecause   the    Board    of    Admiralty   had 
neulected  the  wants  and  grievances  of  the 
navy.     Tndrr  the  York  .AdminiMration  of 
the  .\dmiralty  no  len^  than  four  sail  of  ihe 
line  were  loit  in  the  Baltic,  simply  because 


they  were  kept  there  at  an  imprt , 
son  of  the  year.    We  wera  oofMlad  n 
America  under  Melville,  because  Ihe  aUpe 
were  sent  out  improperly  manned.     Pinl 
of  all  two  or  three  bri^  were  takeo,  wid 
we  did  not  open  our  eyes  till  we  eev  !«• 
or  three  British  frigetet  walked  olT.     Il 
was  under  a  civilian,  and  during^  IIm  m1* 
ministration  of  the  late  Boeid  of  Adai- 
ralty,  that  the  British  navy  ran  the  iMl  of 
being  defeated  in  the  Mediterreneea  km 
1 840,  in  consequence  of  ibe  ahipe  heiag 
improperly  manned.     The  repreaenlelioat 
of  the  oriicers  were  not  attended  to,  mri 
it  was  owing  to  want  of  knowledge  io  Cbc 
First  lx>rd  of  the  Admiralty  tbel  Ihe  ihipe 
were  never  manned  at  they  ought  to  be» 
While  the  navy  establishment  wee  kept 
below  the  proper  point  the  French 
collecting  together  from    various 
twenty  or  thirty  sail,  and  the 
had  orders  to  take  possession  of  the  Weal- 
India  islands,  where  the  British  force Miy 
amounted  to  one  frigate  and  Iwn  ships  M 
war.     He  complained  again  of  ihe  inw* 
sponsibility  of  the  Board  of  Ad«irali|. 
The  First  liird  was  a  member  of  the  Cabi* 
n«-t,  and  he  alone  was  not  responsihlw  Csr 
the  inedectivc  slate  of  the  nsvy,  hut,  oT 
cour^v,  the  responsibility  would  be  shMtd 
by  the   whole  Cabinet,     He  bened  ihe 
House  to  bear  in  mind  that  what  bappeaed 
with  reference  to  the   Weat   Indiea  two 
years  ago  mi<;ht  happen  again.     He  4id 
not  think  our  relations  with  foreign  po— ra 
ap|)eared  to  be  in  a  very  conCwtable  sMe, 
but  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  the  beM 
juilge  of  that.    Sii  tail  of  the  line  had 
been  reduced,  and  he  thought  it  eslreaely 
dangerous  at  the  present  miNneal  la  iw* 
duce  one   line-of-battle    ship.      Anfllher 
great  objection   to  the  Admiralty,  aa  at 
prcK'Ot  constituted,  was,  that  it  ffgaideJ 
|Kj1iiical  considerations  in  the  dialriMilfaNi 
of  patf onage.    It  was  welUknown,  sad  Mt 
denied  by  the   Admiralty  itself,  Ihal  is 


.  this  country  il  was  impossible  lo 
political  influence  in  the  dislribatioo  of 


naval  patronage,  particularly  when 

Were  nearly  tialanced  in  that  House ;  m 

that  the  patronage  of  the  naty  oiast  ht 

j  sacrificed   for   party  considentaoM.     H« 

.  did  not  mean  to  ssy  thst  a  Minister  onjcht 

not  to  have  as  much  right  as  aA  adastfd 

to  bring  forward  his  son  in  the  aayv.    Bwt 

'  things  ought  to  be  managed  with  aaat 

little  di'gree  of  decency;  and  he  was 

happy  to  say,  that  since  the  Reftna  BOl 

they  had  been  ?erj  madi  aacliontad. 
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Lord  Melt ille  presided  over  tbe  Admiralty 
for  ■  considerable  number  of  vears,  much 
loo  long  for  the  ^^ood  of  the  country,  and, 
looking  over  the  list  of  promotions,  he 
fouod  under  his  Lordship's  administration 
a  pretty  frequent  recurrence  of  the  names 
of  Hof>e,  Johnstone,  and  Dundas.  1*heu 
came  the  Greys,  and  then  a  little  touch 
of  the  Kussells ;  but  the  promotion  given 
10  them  was  eitremely  moderate,  parti- 
cularly when  it  was  considered  that  the 
nobla  Lord  bad  held  so  high  a  |x>si  in  the 
Administration.  The  right  hon.  Gtntle- 
man  opposite  (Sir  J.  (iraham)  was  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  under  Earl  Grey, 
but  had,  he  believed,  only  one  relative  in 
tbe  navy.  I^rd  Auckland,  fortunately  for 
the  service,  bad  no  sons  or  nephews  in  the  j 
navy ;  but  then  followed  the  Earl  of  M  into, 
who  ransacked  the  whole  of  Scotland  lo 
find  out  au  Elliot.  He  was  not  even  sa- 
tisfied with  Scotland,  but  he  went  lo  Ply- 
mouth, and  as  far  as  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  in  the  same  investigation.  He  had 
a  letter  in  his  pocket,  staling,  that  under 
the  Earl  of  Minto*s  administration  of  naval 
aflairs  a  man  was  taken  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  who  had  never  once  served 
in  the  navy,  and  made  storekeeper  at 
Halifai,  a  sitoation  which  ought  lo  have 
been  given  to  an  old  oflicer.  He  trusted 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  would 
not  follow  the  Earl  of  Minto's  eaample. 
He  perceived  the  name  of  Grey  in  the 
promotion  list ;  and  he  most  say  he  had 
not  the  least  objection  to  EsrI  Grey's  son 
getting  on,  provided  his  promotion  was 
conducted  with  decency  to  others.  But 
this  was  a  case  in  point.  Captain  G.  Grey 
was  an  escelleat  and  galUiot  oflker,  as 
well  as  his  brother,  but  he  unfortonately 
joined,  as  he  learnt  from  a  letter  he  had, 
the  Jnpiter  many  years  ago,  aad  at  the 
same  time  a  young  gentleman  by  the 
name  of  Davies  joined  that  ship.  Cap- 
tain Grey  had  been  a  post  captain  for 
eight  vears,  and  now  commanded  i  se- 
cond frigate,  while  Mr.  Daviea,  against 
whom  mH  a  single  word  coaki  be  ottered, 
having  aerved  aeventeen  years  at  a  mid- 
shipman, had  given  «p  the  service  in  dis- 
gust, whieb  eielsded  bim  from  tbe  last 
promoiioo.  He  had  been  placed  on  the 
ooast-guard  service,  which  some  people 
called  *Mhe  charitable  pioasotion.'*  He 
saw  great  objeetions  to  toe  praaeot  system 
of  pfomotioM  io  the  oavy,  by  which  pro- 
flsotioB  only  wts  allowed  lo  the  eslent  of 


say,  that  if  three  persons  took  into  their 
heads  to  go  out  of  the  world  there  was 
only  one  person  to  supply  their  place. 
The  promotion,  therefore,  was  very  small, 
and  hence  the  Minister  was  much  pressed 
to  confer  proisotion  .on  his  immediate 
friends ;  and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty had  great  diflQculty  to  squeeie  for- 
ward old  oflicers.  He  thought  it  would 
be  advisable,  to  establish  a  regulation, 
permitting  naval  officers,  captains,  com- 
manders, and  lieutenants,  to  sell  out 
after  a  certain  number  of  years,  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Admiralty. 
By  the  regulations  of  the  Admiralty  in 
respect  to  (the  promotion  of  captains, 
lieutenants,  and  commanders,  no  man 
could  be  raised  from  a  lieutenant  to  n 
commander,  unless  he  had  served  five 
years  in  the  former  capacity,  and  he  could 
only  be  raised  to  a  lieutenant  from  a 
midshipman  after  six  years'  service.  But 
what  would  be  the  case  if  his  plan  were 
followed  out  ?  Why,  all  young  men  ask- 
intr  promotion  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  %vould  be  informed  that  they 
must  serve  the  first  five  years  in  the  one 
capacity ;  but  he  would  propose  that  if 
they  had  been  only  two  years  as  lieute- 
nants, and  one  year  as  commanders,  they 
should  then  have  leave  to  purchase  their 
promotion.  This  would  be  a  great  check 
to  the  system  of  favouritism,  and  promo- 
tions wouki  be  more  fairlv  divided  than  at 
present  between  those  who  deserved  and 
those  who  did  not  deserve  them.  There 
was  an  absolute  necessity,  in  his  opinion, 
for  a  retired  list.  Of  the  first  200  raptains 
only  nine  oflicers  were  under  fifty-five 
years  of  age*  The  gallant  Member  re- 
ferred to  several  letters  written  by  Lord 
Collingwood,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  injury  the  senrice  sustained,  in  that 
ofiBcer's  estimation,  from  the  appointment 
of  men  as  naval  officers  whose  only  quali- 
fication for  their  situations  was  interest. 
In  speaking  of  the  promotions  which  took 
place  at  the  Admiralty,  that  noble  and 
galhint  Officer  declared  that  he  saw  many 
young  men  advanced  who  never  went  to 
sea  without  doing  some  mischief-^that  it 
would  be  better  to  give  them  pensions  and 
let  them  stay  ashore — that  he  had  known 
the  case  of  one  lieutenant  who  had  been 
luckilv  killed,  and  thus  saved  from  the 
mortiDcatioD  which  would  otherwise  have 
awaited  him.  He  would  also  again  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  retired 
lilt  Jm  propoffd  when  the  navy  aatimatca 
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deal  of  crowing  on  account  of  the  British 
nafv  not  bafing  been  in  the  position  it 
ought  to  have  been  in  in  1840,  and  it  was 
this — that  if  the  British  navy  continued  to 
be  manned  as  it  was  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, all  the  nations  in  the  world  might 
keep  themtelfes  perfectly  quiet,  for  (hey 
mignt  rel^  on  it  (hat  they  wouhl  get  a 
good  lickmg  if  they  did  not.  He  would 
read  three  resolutions  which  he  meant  to 
put  to  the  House,  and  should  divide  sepa* 
rately  on  each,  they  were  drawn  up  with 
much  moderation.  Not  that  he  eotirelv 
approved  of  them  himself;  but,  as  he 
could  not  get  all  he  wanted,  and  his 
brother  oflBcen  would  not  wholly  agree 
with  him,  he  did  not  stick  so  closely  to 
his  resolutions  as  the  right  boo.  Baronet 
did  to  his  Income-tai,  and  would  there- 
fore take  all  that  be  could  possibly  get 
His  first  resolution  was  this: 

"That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that 
in  the  construction  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
the  advantage  of  having  that  lx>ard  composed 
of  naval  officers  should  he  fuUv  considered,  as 
well  as  the  expediency  of  having  a  naval 
officer  at  the  Board  of  Ordnance.  ** 

His  second  resolution  was, 

"That  it  is  the  recommendation  of  this 
House  that  previous  to  the  preparation  of  the 
esiimates  for  1843  and  1B44,  a  plan  of  retire- 
ment should  be  devised  with  a  view  to  render 
the  naval  senice  efficient,  and  of  rewarding 
old  and  meritorious  officers ; " 

And  his  third  and  last  resolution  was, 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  with 
the  view  to  cncoun^e  and  re^vard  the  service, 
that  naval  civil  situations  should  be  filled  by 
naval  officers,  petty  officers,  and  seamen,  in 
order  according  to  their  rank,  and  that  prefer- 
ence should  be  given,  in  filling  situations  in 
dockyards,  to  men  who  had  served  at  sea,  as 
an  encouragement  to  petty  officers  and 
seamen.  *' 


Sir  /.  Graham  said,  he  most  acknow- 
ledge the  frmok,  manly,  and,  he  would 
add,  patrkHic  maaner  in  which  the  boo. 
and  pliant  Officer  bad  brought  under  the 
consideratioo  of  the  House  one  of  the 
most  iroportaat  subjects  that  could  come 
before  them ;  and  he  was  sure  it  was  un- 
necessary for  the  pllaot  Officer  to  have 
prefaced  his  motion  with  the  obsenratiou 
with  which  he  had  cdDmenced— that  this 
ought  not  to  be  a  party  question.  Thb 
was  a  matter  io  which  the  whole  nation 
bad  the  deepest  interest ;  it  was  far  beyond 
»U  party  considerations ;  und  sittinf  tlieri  | 


as  the  representatives  of  a  great  nation  to 
consider  a  subject  with  which  their  free- 
dom was  connected  as  well  as  the  inde- 
pendence  and   naval   supremacy  of  the 
country,  it  was  their  bounden  duty  to 
listen  to  any  suggestion  from  any  quarter 
having  the   weight  of  naral  experience, 
and  without  flattery  he  might  add  that 
any  recommendatbn  from  an  authority  so 
respectable  as  the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer 
opposite  was  entitled  to  their  serious  at- 
tention.    He  would  endeavour  to  deal 
with  the  different  topics  introduced  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  as  shortly  as 
possible;  but  some  apology  might  seem 
necessary  that  he  should  ha?e  presented 
himself   on   this  occasion.      If  it  were 
imagined  that  he  had  any  personal  interest 
in  some  of  the  questions  introduced  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer,  or  if  he  were 
not  aware,  that  having  had  some  expe- 
rience in  the  consideratioo  of  naval  affairs, 
he  had  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
iects  to  which  the  boo.  and  gallant  Officer 
had  alluded,  he  should  not  have  dealt  with 
the  questions  now  under  discussion ;  but 
he  was  bound,  with  a  due  retard  to  the 
public  interest,  to  state  what  bis  opinion 
was,  and  was  most  anxious  that  no  decision 
should  be  taken  on  a  subject  of  soch  im* 
portance  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  the 
large  interests  that  were  at  stake.    The 
first  point  to  which  he  would  refer   was 
the  question  of  the  advantage  that  would 
accrue  to  the  public,  from  the  exclusive 
service  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty of  naval  officers.    On  that  point 
the    hon.  and  gallant  Officer  drew  his 
analogy  from  the  command  of  the  army ; 
and  he  must  demur  to  that  analogy,  for  it 
was  defective  in  one  striking  particular. 
The  Sovereign  of  this  country  delegated 
to  the  Admiralty  the  entire  authority  and 
command  of  the  British  navy.    With  re- 
spect to  the  army,  the  reverse  was  the 
fact.    The  Crown  did  not  surrender  to  the 
Commander-in«chief  any  part  of  its  pre* 
rogative  in  respect  to  the  army.     The 
whole  discipline  of  the  army  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Sovereign ;   the  report  of 
every  military  court-martial  was  submitted 
to  her  Majesty ;  the  whole  question  of  the 
removal    of   troops  was  guided  by  her 
Majesty,  through  the  Secretary  of  State } 
the  removal  of  troops  in  foreign  stations 
was,  at  her  Majesty*s  pleasure,  expressed 
thrcmffh  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies } 
and  the  itoioval  of  troops  at  hone  was 
directed   by  ber  Majesty,  tbrou|h  tbi 
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were  under  coiisiilcration.  His  proposition 
was  siinpiy  tliis— to  increase  the  number 
of  out-pensioners  of  Grcenwicli  Hospital. 
They  were  only  ten  with  80/.  a-year,  in 
addition  to  tlieir  pay.  He  would  raise  the 
number  lo  100,  and  the  sum  to  100/. 
a-year,  beside  their  pay.  This  plan  would 
cost  the  country  about  10,000/.  The 
whole  boon  ofTered  by  the  military  com- 
mission for  fifty  old  commanders  was  6c/. 
a-day.  The  commission  had  better  not 
hare  sat  at  all ;  but  at  any  rate,  the  old 
commanders  might  as  well  have  the  6d.  a- 
day,  as  it  would  lend  a  hand  to  pay  the 
Income-tax.  He  thought  it  desirable  that 
the  Gofernment  should  give  a  little  money 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  retired  list, 
and  then  the  naval  force  might  be  divided 
into  two  classes — effective  and  non^^flfec- 
tive.  He  now  came  to  the  case  of  mid- 
shipmen. He  had  already  given  an  in- 
stance of  a  midshipman  who  had  remained 
seventeen  years  in  that  capacity.  He 
believed  the  number  of  midshipmen  was 
now  very  much  reduced,  but  he  had  not  a 
return  of  the  amount  in  his  possession. 
He  did  not  think  that  it  would  tend  to  the 
good  of  the  service,  that  when  a  midship- 
man conducted  himself  well — when  he 
had  gone  through  his  duty  with  honour 
and  credit,  he  ought  not  to  be  allowed  lo 
serve  as  a  midshipman  for  a  longer  period 
than  six  years  after  passing  his  examina- 
tion, and  that  then  he  should  be  made  a 
lieutenant.  With  respect  to  manning  the 
navy,  he  believed,  under  proper  regulations 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  effecting 
that  object ;  and  the  stationing  of  small 
ships,  as  was  the  case  at  present,  at  differ- 
ent ports,  such  as  Liverpool  and  Newcastle, 
would  facilitate  the  getting  of  men.  There 
was  an  act,  the  «nd  and  3rd  of  June,  which 
authorised  magistrates  to  bind  parish 
apprentices  to  the  captains  in  the  merchant 
service,  'f  he  provisions  of  this  act  were 
nut  repealed,  and  might  be  made  service- 
able for  the  navy,  for  he  would  propose 
that  these  apprentices,  after  serving  four 
years  in  the  merchant  service,  should 
serve  the  last  three  years  in  the  navy. 
Wkien  hi-  stated  on  a  former  occasion  the 
piopnety  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the  petty 
fitlicers  and  seamen,  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tlenian  opposite  opposed  it»  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  such  a  measure  would  tend  to 
rai«o  the  pay  in  the  merchant  service. 
This  was  a  coniidcration  the  House  ou^ht 
not  to  icgard,  if  they  thought  the  pay  of 
the  seamcD  too  liltlc.    This  was  a  mari- 


time country,  and  depended  oa  itsieaoieii 
for  its  safety  and  protectioa,  and  he 
thought  would  never  refuse  justice  lo  the 
petty  officers  and  seamen  merely  because 
the  wages  in  the  merchaot  serrice  mi( 
be  raised  thereby.  lo  his  opioion, 
attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  ihc  dock* 
yards  and  civil  stations,  with  a  riew  lo 
give  encouragement  lo  the  roanoiDg  of  the 
navy.  When  ships  got  into  harbour  and 
were  paid  off,  the  seamen  who  were  con* 
petent  might  be  employed  as  lailmakeie 
and  ropemakers,  ^'c,  and  it  might  be 
made  a  rule  that  men,  in  order  lo  gil  iolo 
the  dockyards,  should  first  serve  in  the 
navy.  At  the  end  of  the  war  9d.  a  day 
was  given  to  British  seamen  after  fourteen 
years'  service.  The  Govemmeni  had  oow 
taken  away  that  remuneration  for  fourtceii 
years,  and  made  it  dependent  on  Iwentj* 
one  years*  service.  The  House  would 
agree  with  him  in  thinking,  that  it  was 
consistent  with  a  seaman's  character  to 
look  forward  to  a  provision  after  twenty- 
one  years.  If  the  term  were  reduced  lo 
ten  years,  and  a  small  remuneration  Ihfo 
given,  and  a  promise  held  out  that  it  would 
be  increased  at  the  end  of  five  years'  more 
service,  the  men  would  be  trained  on 
gradually,  and  would  be  much  more  likely 
to  serve  contentedly  than  if  they  were  lold 
they  should  have  a  comfortable  rctiremeni 
after  twenty-one  yean'  service,  but  nothing 
before.  The  plan  of  giving  pensions  to 
officers  for  wounds  required  a  good  deal 
of  improvement.  Perhaps  it  was  not 
known,  that  by  the  navy  instructions  and 
the  Queen's  orders  in  Council,  the  right 
was  reserved  to  her  Majesty  of  offering 
pensions  to  officers  whose  wounds  entitled 
I  hem  to  receive  pensions;  150  years  ego 
no  |>cnsion  was  given  for  a  wound,  unless 
it  was  equivalent  to  the  lou  of  a  limb^  and 
in  this  case  a  captain  got  300/.  a  year ; 
but  if  the  wound  was  not  equivalent, 
though  almost  equivalent  lothe  loM  of  ihe 
limb,  he  did  not  gel  a  sixpence.  He 
would  say  what  had  been  said  by  Mr. 
Tierney,  "  give  him  but  a  navy  well 
manned  and  a  full  Kxchequer,  and  he 
would  defy  the  world.'*  He  agreed  with 
the  steps  which  had  been  taken  by  Ihe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  to  msn  the 
navy,  although  lie  did  not  agree  with  Ihe 
right  hon.  Baronet  in  all  the  steps  he  was 
taking  to  fill  the  Kxchequer.  He  wooM 
now  make  a  ststemeni  which  he  wished 
to  go  forth  to  the  public  and  lo  foieigm 
naiionsi  becauK  he  had  obacnred  a  giitt 
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deal  of  crowing  on  account  of  the  British 
na? y  not  hating  been  in  the  position  it 
ought  to  have  been  in  in  1840,  and  it  was 
this — that  if  the  British  na? y  continued  to 
be  manned  as  it  was  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, all  tlie  nations  in  the  world  might 
keep  themselves  perfectly  quiet,  for  Ihey 
mignt  rel^  on  it  that  they  would  get  a 
good  lickmg  if  they  did  not.  He  would 
read  three  resolutions  which  he  meant  to 
put  to  the  House,  and  should  divide  sepa* 
rately  on  each,  they  were  drawn  up  with 
much  moderation.  Not  that  he  entirely 
approved  of  them  himself;  but,  as  he 
could  not  get  all  he  wanted,  and  his 
brother  officers  would  not  wholly  agree 
with  him,  he  did  not  stick  so  closely  to 
his  resolutions  as  the  right  hoo.  Baronet 
did  to  his  Income-tai,  and  would  there- 
fore take  all  that  h%  could  possibly  get. 
His  first  resolution  was  this: 

"That  it  if  the  opinion  of  thb  House  that 
iu  the  construction  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
the  advmntage  of  having  that  lx>ard  composed 
of  oaval  officers  should  be  fuHv  considered,  as 
well  as  the  expediency  of  having  a  naval 
officer  at  the  Board  of  Ordnance.  ** 

His  second  resolution  was, 

*'That  it  is  the  recomnendation  of  this 
House  that  previous  to  the  preparation  of  the 
estimates  for  1843  and  1B44,  a  plan  of  retire- 
ment should  be  devised  with  a  view  to  render 
the  naval  service  efficient,  and  of  rewarding 
old  and  meritorious  officers  ; " 

And  bis  third  tod  last  resolution  was, 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  with 
the  view  to  cncour^  and  reward  the  senrice, 
that  naval  civil  situations  should  be  filled  l^ 
naval  officers,  petty  officers,  and  seamen,  in 
order  according  to  thair  rank,  and  that  prefer- 
ence should  be  given,  in  filling  situations  in 
dockyards,  to  men  who  had  served  at  sea,  as 
an  encouragement  to  petty  officers  and 
seamen.  *' 


Sir  /.  Grakam  atid,  be  most  tckoow- 
ledge  the  frmok,  maoly,  and,  he  would 
add,  patriotic  maoner  in  which  the  hoa. 
and  pliant  Officer  had  brought  under  the 
coosideratioo  of  the  House  one  of  the 
most  important  subfecta  that  could  come 
before  them ;  and  ha  was  sore  it  was  un- 
necessary for  the  pliant  Officer  to  haye 
prefaced  bis  rootioQ  with  the  obsenration 
with  which  he  had  coinmenced— that  this 
ought  not  to  be  a  party  question.  This 
was  a  matter  in  which  the  whole  nation 
had  the  deepest  interest ;  it  was  far  beyond 
all  party  considerations;  and  sittiof  thera  | 


as  the  representatives  of  a  great  nation  to 
consider  a  subject  with  which  their  free- 
dom was  connected  as  well  as  the  inde- 
pendence  and   naval  supremacy   of  the 
country,  it  was  their  boundeo  duty  to 
listen  to  any  suggestion  from  any  quarter 
having  the   weight  of  naval  experience, 
and  without  flattery  he  might  add  that 
any  recommendation  from  an  authority  so 
respectable  as  the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer 
opposite  was  entitled  to  their  serious  at- 
tention.    He  would  endeavour  to  Aetl 
with  the  different  topics  introduced  by 
the  hoo.  and  gallant  Officer  as  shortly  as 
possible;  but  some  apology  might  seem 
necessary  thai  he  should  have  presented 
himself   on  this  occasion.      If  it  were 
imagined  that  he  had  any  personal  interest 
in  some  of  the  questions  introduced  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer,  or  if  he  were 
not  aware,  that  having  had  aome  expe- 
rience in  the  consideration  of  nayal  affairs, 
he  had  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  snb- 
jects  to  which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer 
had  alluded,  he  should  not  have  dealt  with 
the  questions  now  under  discussion ;  but 
he  was  bound,  with  a  doe  retard  to  the 
public  interest,  to  state  what  bis  opinion 
waa,  and  was  most  anxious  that  no  decision 
should  be  taken  on  a  subject  of  soch  im* 
portance  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  the 
large  interests  that  were  at  stake.    The 
first  point  to  which  he  would  refer   waa 
the  question  of  the  advantage  that  would 
accrue  to  the  public,  from  the  exclustyo 
service  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty of  naval  officers.    On  that  point 
the    hon.  and  gallant  Officer  drew  his 
analogy  from  the  command  of  the  army ; 
and  he  must  demur  to  that  analogy,  for  it 
waa  defective  in  one  striking  particular. 
The  Sovereign  of  this  coontry  delegated 
to  the  Admiralty  the  entire  authority  and 
command  of  the  British  navy.    With  re- 
spect to  the  army,  the  reverse  was  the 
fact.    The  Crown  did  not  surrender  to  the 
Comniander-in«chief  any  part  of  its  pre* 
rogative  in  respect  to  the  army.     The 
whole  discipline  of  the  army  was  in  tha 
hands  of  the  Sovereign ;   the  report  of 
every  nilitary  coort«*martial  wassabmitted 
to  her  Majesty ;  the  whole  question  of  the 
removal    of   troops  was  guided  by  her 
Majesty,  through  the  Secretary  of  State } 
the  removal  of  troops  in  foreign  stations 
was,  at  her  Majesty^s  pleasure,  expressed 
throoeh  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies } 
and  the  itmoval  of  troops  at  hone  was 
directid   by  bar  Majasty,  tbronih  tbi 
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Secrelary  for  Ihe  Home  Departmenl. 
With  respect  to  the  navy  the  case  was  en- 
tirely different.  The  whole  authority  was 
absolutely  delegated  to  the  Board  or  Ad- 
miralty, and  her  Majesty  exercised  no 
direct  control  whatever  over  that  board. 
The  whole  discipline  of  ihe  oavy  was 
vested  in  the  Admiralty  ;  the  whole  move- 
ments of  ships  and  other  matters  connec- 
ted with  the  navy  were  entirely  under  its 
control.  It  was  very  remarkable,  that 
when  the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  was  so 
anxious  to  adopt  the  analogy  of  the  army 
with  respect  to  the  command  of  the  navy, 
several  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  on  the 
same  benches  were  most  anxious,  but  as 
he  thought  most  indiscreetly  and  unwisely, 
for  a  reverse  course,  and  to  adopt,  with 
respect  to  the  army,  the  analogy  of  the 
navy.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  said 
that  the  responsibihty  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  was  an  imperfect  respon- 
sibility. He  entirely  denied  that  propo« 
sition.  He  contended  that  both  oonstilu- 
tionally  and  legally,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  was,  in  the  eyes  of  Parliament 
and  of  the  public,  mainly,  if  not  exclu- 
sively, responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  naval  affairs  of  the  country.  As  a 
proof  of  that  he  would  ask  what,  in  the 
year  1782,  was  the  conduct  of  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  in  the  great  struggle  of  party 
just  before  tlie  great  contest  on  the  India 
Bill.  This  subject  was  then  discussed  in 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.  In  that 
House  Mr.  Foi  made  a  motion  on  the 
subject.  He  did  not  move  a  vote  of  cen- 
sure on  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  but  he 
proposed  an  Address  to  the  Crown  in  the 
strongest  terns  of  censure  for  the  removal 
of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  fiom  the  head  of 
that  board.  There  was  a  similar  motion 
in  the  House  of  Lords  ;  and  what  course 
did  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  take  ?  Did  he 
shelter  himself  under  the  board  over  which 
be  presided  I  No.he  took  adifl'ereot  course. 
He  manfully  met  the  charge ;  rested  the 
caae  on  its  merits:  personally  took  upon 
himself  the  responsibility,  and  most  sue- 
ceufully  defeated  the  charge.  He  also 
nasi  express  his  decided  opinion,  although 
in  the  presence  of  very  distinguished  naval 
officers,  that  as  to  the  distribution  of 
patronage,  the  Firat  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
retaiDed  that  patronage  exclusively  in  his 
own  bands,  and  that,  not  only  technically, 
but  really  and  exclusively,  was  he  respon- 
sible for  it.  And  what  was  the  fact.' 
Why,  Uit  hoD,  Mid  gillaat  Officer,  that 


evening  had  made  soose  sevtro  atriclaiw 
on  the  mode  io  which  thai  patronaga  hai 
been  distributed  at  a  former  perioiL  ib 
had  talked  of  the  dislributioo  of  patwigM 
by  the  Earl  of  Minto,  the  late  htad  of  lb« 
Admiralty,  ami  by  foraser  first  Lorda; 
ill  passing  he  let  fall  aoase  obM 
which  he  could  not  help  hearing 
great  regret,  ootwithstaiidiiif  tin  qvalMM 
terms  in  which  they  were  aMiJe.  Il  was 
with  reference  to  two  young  officefa, 
personal  condaet  had  net  with  ji 
mendation,  and  yet  the  hon. 
Officer  seemed  to  regret  their  pn 

tSir  C.  Napier :  Not  in  the  leMI.] 
lad  heard  the  hon.  and  pliant 
with  pain,  because  when  he 
the  name  of  Grey,  his  eye  fell  on  n 
relative  of  theirs  sitting  on  the  Band 
posite  to  hiro  (Viscount  Howiek). 
those  young  officers  had,  be  thonghl, 
strongest  claims  on  the  naval 
of  them  was  the  son  of  Lord  St.  Vh 
flag  captain,  and  the  other  waa  Ihn 
of  one  who  as  Viscount  Howick 
INMsetsed  the  strongest  claina  oa  Cbc 
naval  service  of  the  country,  wli«  hai 
been  at  the  head  of  our  navnl  nAina 
and  whilst  there  had  made  gfcnl  nn* 
provements  in  the  naval  aervioe.  la 
his  old  age  he  had  filled  the  bighart  pnat 
in  his  country's  service,  waa  one  of  Iha 
best  statesmen  of  the  day,  and,  aa  Ire  knew 
from  intimate  acquaintance  one  of  iha 
most  honest  of  men.  He  wonid  jnat  in* 
mark,  that  the  hon.  and  gallant  OSncr 
had  held  the  First  Lord  of  the  Adaiial^ 
to  be  responsible  for  the  pronotiont  wMeh 
he  recommended ;  but  what  conid  bn 
salutary  than  for  the  Firat  Lord  of 
Admiralty,  in  his  place  in  that  HoOM 
the  other  Houm  of  Parliament,  to 
called  to  account  for  the  node  in 
he  dispensed  the  patronage  of  the  Ciavaf 
That  a  knowledge  of  naval  affaire 
most  materially  combined  with  a  ki 
ledge  of  civil  afilsirs  io  the  Boanl  of 
miralty  he  was  bound  to  admit,  yet 
he  recollected  how  very  large  a  poftana  af 
civil  buiineu  was  connected  witk  iha 
office  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Adaufahf, 
with  the  utnost  reapcet  for  navnl 
and  admitting  their  talent  and 
ble  seal  in  the  public  servioe,  be  nan  onw 
that  a  knowledge  of  civil  afiUn  nad  cM 
admintslreiion  in  the  Firat  Loffd  of  iha 
Admiralty  did  not  appear  to  bin  In  ko  af 
less  paramount  impnrtnnot  tlren  n 
ledge  of  nnval  matten.    Ho 
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thein»    WM    it  wise    in  them   to   restrict 
the   choice    of    tlic   Crown   in   selecting, 
such     an    important    functionary    with- 
in the  narrow  limits  of  the  navy?     He 
was  quite  aware  that  it  would  be  most  un- 
just to  aay.  that  there  were  not  tome  naval 
oflficert  from  time  to  time  well  fitted  to  fill 
the  offices  of  the  Admiralty;  and  some, 
indeed,  who  deaenred  the  preference :  but 
were  they  by  a  resolution  of  that  House 
to  tie  up  the  choice  of  the  Oown — to 
exclude  at  all  times  civil  oificera  from  all 
hi|^h  offices  connected  with  the  navy,  and 
confine    them  to  those  members  of  the 
naval  service  who  might  be  competent  to 
diKharge  the  duties  of  them  ?     Bui  be 
should  not  act  fairly  towards  the  House  if 
he  stopped  there ;  he  was  bound  to  state 
his  foil  opinion  on  the  subject.    The  bon. 
and  gallant  Officer  had  touched  on  the 
subject  of  promotion.     He  would  admit, 
that  that  was  a  mu»t  important  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  First  lx>id  of  the  Admiralty ; 
but  he  must  state  his  belief,  that  upon  tnc 
whole  the  First  Ix>rd  when  a  civilian,  acting 
under  a  sense  of  that  responsibility  as  to 
patronage  which  he  would  admit  attached 
to  him,  was  far  more  likely  to  act  with 
strict  impaitiality  towards  professional  men 
than  a  naval  officer,  upon  whom  political 
feeling  might  esercise  as  strong  an  influ- 
ence as  upon  a  civil  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  besides  lieiug  open  also  to  the 
influence  of  personal  attachment  to  mess- 
mates and  followers;  and  he  assured  the 
hoo.  and  gallant  Officer  that  his  opinion 
greatly  preponderated   in   favour  of  the 
advantage  which  the  service  would  derive 
from  a  civil  officer  than  from  having  a 
member  of  the   naval  profeaaioo  at   the 
head  of   Um  Boarrl  of  Admiralty.     He 
would  go  further  and  say,  that  if  the  opi. 
niou  of  tbe  profession  were  taken »  officer 
by  officer,  whether  upon  the  whole  they 
thought  it  more  advantageous  to  the  ser- 
vice that  a  naval  officer  should  be  placed 
exclusively  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty, 
he  believod,  and   be  was  not  speaking 
liffhtly,  thai  their  opinion  would  be  agaiast 
such  a  choioa*     He  did  nol  thiok  it  ne- 
cessary to  touch  upoo  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  sod  gallaaC  Oeniiamao    point   b? 
point ;  but  ihara  were  oartain  points  which 
he  wisbad  Jusl  lo  BOtioe*    The  boo.  and 
gallant  Officer  appaarad  lo  rtpreheod  the 
late  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  for  having 
written,  upon  ao  importaot  occasioo,  a 
private  latter  to  Sir  Robert  Stopford  oo 
the  course  lo  ba  paiauad.    Tochoiealljy 


that  might  not  be  a  binding  order  for  a 
commander-in-chief;  but  he  was  speaking 
in  the  presence  of  Gentlemen  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  who  were  conversant  with 
these  afTairs,  and  he  might  say,  that  that 
intercourse  between  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  and  the  commander-in-chief  on 
a  foreign  station  was  conducive  lo  the 
public  service,  and  according  to  the  nsafe 
and  practice  of  the  best  times  of  our  navy. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  thought, 
that  ordera  ought  always  to  be  conveyed 
to  a  naval  coinmander-tn-cbief  on  a  foreign 
station  by  directions  from  the  Board  of 
Admiralty.  There  could  not  be  a  greater 
error.  All  great  naval  operations  most  ba 
conducted  in  quite  a  different  mode.  The 
Board  of  Admiralty  had  not  been  allowed 
to  be  cognisant  of  the  great  naval  opera« 
tioos  which  from  time  to  time  had  baea 
necessary.  What  was  the  course  that  was 
taken  with  regard  to  the  great  naval  ex- 
pedition to  Copenhagen?  The  arictesi 
secrecy  was  necessary.  The  CabiBat  ware 
aware  of  the  great  object  of  thai  expedi- 
tion ;  but  how  was  that  secrecy  pre- 
served ?  Orders  were  given  by  the  Boaid 
of  Admiralty  to  Loni  Gambier,  that 
he  was  to  obey  all  orders  sent  to  hia 
by  the  BecreUry  of  State  for  the  War 
Ue|>artmeot;  and  so  on  every  occasioa 
where  secrecy  and  despatch  were  re- 
quisite, and  unity  of  purpose  cooseqoaat 
on  mixed  operations  of  the  army  and  navy, 
it  was  considered  of  paramount  importanoa 
that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  should  no 
issue  the  orders,  but  tluit  they  should  pro* 
ceed  direct  from  the  Cabinet  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  fleet.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Officer  commented  on  various  topics  con- 
nected with  different  naval  administra- 
tions, and  thought  that  grsatar  succa« 
bad  attended  our  arms  when  naval  oflfeers 
were  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  than 
when  civilians  were  there.  [Sir  C  Nofigr : 
I  did  not  say  so.]  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  hoo.  and  gallant  Officer  tltny  it;  and 
for  the  best  of  all  reasons  bacaase  hislory 
did  not  confirm  such  an  assertioa.  At 
the  time  whaa  the  action  of  Trafalgar  was 
fought,  Lord  Barham  was  ctrlaiaiy  at  iha 
bead  of  the  Admiralty ;  but  all  the  graal 

Eparatioos  for  that  action  ware  mwiS%  bjr 
predecessor.  Lord  Melville,  who  only 
S[oitted  o6ke  in  April,  as  tha  aation  was 
ought  in  October  fbllowiaa.    The  hoo. 
and  gallant  Officer  also  talked  of  Lord 
Howe's  actioo  in  M^t.    It  was  Inw  thai 
I  Loid  Keppel  was  al  that  lima  Fini  Lord 
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of  the  Admirally,  but  it  was  b)*o  true  (bat 
be  had  only  jiiit  succeeded  (he  Earl  of 
Sandwich;  and  in  (he  llouae  of  Lords, 
wheu  Lotd  Keppel  and  his  colleaguet 
claimed  the  merit  of  that  great  victory, 
Lord  North  laid, — 

"  True,  you  hare  triumphed,  bul  you  fought 
wilh  Pliilip's  iroops ;  the  triumph  is  liord 
Keppel'*,  but  the  honour  belong*  to  the  Earl 
of  Sandnicli." 

Me  would  mention  a  fact  to  that  House ; 
he  did  not  believe  it  to  be  possiUe  for  any 
human  being  to  have  a  warmer  feeling 
Inwards  the  naval  >er*ice  than  our  late 
revered  monarch,  William  4ih.;  all  hi* 
predilections  were  (trongly  in  favoiir  of 
that  profession  ;  and  when  he  wore  the 
Crown  of  England  he  considered  it  an 
honour  (o  be  a  member  of  iL  He  remem- 
bered that  when  he  had  hi*  first  interview 
with  bis  Majesty  on  his  acceptance  of  ibe 
office  of  Pint  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  his 
Majesty  addteaied  him  and  said  it  was 
right  that  he  should  bear  in  mind  (wo 
great  examples  in  the  administration  of 
naval  afTsirs.  Did  his  Majesty  select 
naval  olticers?  No,  His  Majesty  told  him 
that  (he  two  great  examples  in  bis  opinion 
were  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  and  Earl 
Spencer — both  civilians  ;  snd  when  be 
thought  of  the  whole  naval  administration 
of  EatI  Spencer— the  great  exploita  that 
were  performed  during  that  adminiilration 
—the  immense  dilKcjIties  with  which  lie 
had  to  contend— his  invincible  tirmness 
of  purpose — his  confidence  in  power  of 
the  nation,  and  the  triumph  in  which  that 
confidence  resulted,  he  considered  that 
administration  as  one  of  the  brigblcst  in 
the  annals  of  our  naval  history.  Bul  he 
regarded  Mr.  Pitt  as  no  mean  authority 
upon  the  merila  of  a  naval  adminislralion. 
It  was  not  possible  for  any  Cientleman  in 
that  House  to  speak  of  the  late  Lord  .St. 
Viuccnt  otherwise  than  in  lerms  of  grati- 
tude :  that  noble  Lord  was  at  the  head  of 
(he  Admiralty,  in  the  plenitude  of  hi*  | 
naval  tepotation,  with  all  his  ezpcricncc,  I 
his  character  formed,  and  his  command 
over  the  service  a*  great  a*  ever  wa* 
enjoyed  by  any  man ;  yet,  looking  back 
hiitorically,  (hey  must  lay  that  his  naval 
administration  was  not  fortunate ;  and 
Mr.  Pitt,  hsving  had  eipericnce  up  to 
IH04.  throughout  the  early  part  of  the 
French  revolutionary  war,  was  able  to 
contrast  the  merits  of  Earl  Spencer's 
Rd ministration  with  that  of  Lord  St,  Vin- 
ccai|  one  of  the   (reatnt  oaTil   con- 
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manders  of  which  this  country  cwMfc—it, 
and  he  said : — 

"  Great  as  is  my  respect  for  the  Iai4  Sl 
Vincent,  1  cannot  be  guiliy  of  the  hypoeiliy 
to  *ay  this  department  of  the  servka  has  bcaa 
wisely  cnDducicd.  1  hsvsa  ireaiorsukvnvB 
than  the  reputation  of  the  noble  Lord— an  Imb 
than  the  istety,  the  ezistcBca  of  tbo  caMtiji 
and  Ibe  rulfilneol  of  ny  duty,  at  this  erilieal 
conjuncture,  as  a  Msmber  iif  the  Biitisli  Fai>> 
hsment." 

Now,  he  wished  the  Honic  U»  Ikta  to 
the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr,  Pitt  (M  iW 
merits  of  Lord  tit.  Vincent  la  Pint  lArd 
of  the  Admiralty:— 

"  I  admire  the  UDCommon  (alent  of  iW 
noble    Iiord,   h. 

achievements :    to  him  we  are   I 
indebted  for  bavinii  shed  e 
on  the  naLooal  glory. 


I  did  believe"— 


And  then  Mr.  Pitt  went  on  to  e 
what   had,  previously  to  the  (   ^ 
been  hi*  opinion  on  the  point— not  vcsy 
much  at  variance  wilh  that  of  the  glib' 
Commodore  : — 

"  1  did  believe  that  when  his  Lordship  (e 
upon  himself  the  direction  of  our  naval  ab 
the  public  service  would  derive  great  bcni 
from  his  patriotic  exertions  sod  his  pi 
skill.  1  did  believe  that  hi)  ni 
naval  capacity,  wa*  s  tower  of  strength ;  bM  I 
am  apt  to  think  that  between  his  Lordtahip  aa 
a  commander  on  the  sei,  and  his  Leedship  m 
Fir«t  liord  of  the  AdTnirilly,  there  is  a  my 
wide  difference.  It  caonol  turely  be  a  matlif 
qf  surprise  that  Lord  St.  Vincent  sbonld  Im 
It)*  brilliant  and  Ivst  able  in  a  civil  capadlj 
than  in  a  warlike  otie;  am)  with  all  my  IoIIt 
ideas  of  his  chiracler  a«  a  bra*e  and  •Mecarfu 
naval  commander,  1  iliall  not  shnnh  fra«  tmf 
duly  in  ensuring  him  for  hii  eondud  sriNB 
presiding  at  tlie  Bvan)  of  Admiralty  it  ha 
■houUI  deserve  it." 

Now,  in  pauing,  he  could  not  fiulmi 
making  a  few  remarks  on  some  of  i1m 
statements  made  by  (he  gallant  Conno- 
ilorc:  and  he  could  not  help  regrettia^ 
that  the  gallant  Officer  should  hnve  wadm 
the  observations  which  he  had  sad* 
respecting  the  recent  condition  of  th« 
navy.  For  feeling,  as  he  forcibly  did,  tha 
vast  importance  of  preaerving  a  pnpar 
proportion  between  (he  siie  of  shipa  umI 
the  manning  of  them,  and  rejoicinr,  ta  he 
did,  that  his  colleagues  at  the  Admirallf 
had  isken  measures  which  he  deeawl 
judicious  for  increasing  the  crews  of  oitr 
men-of-war,  he  yet  regretted  that  U 
Officer  of  the  gallant  Gomraodon'a  bi|k 
diitinction  and  Itlent  abogld  ban  pH> 
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liftbed  it  to  the  world,  thtt  in  his  opinion 
had  the  Mediterrinean  fleet  been  attacked 
it  would  have  been  defeated.  The  hoo. 
and  gallant  Officer  did  injustice  to  him- 
self. As  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  he 
emphatically  declared,  he  had  such  con- 
fidence in  the  gallant  Officer's  bravery,  his 
experience,  his  prompt  decision,  his  firm 
nerve,  and  such  confidence  in  the  brother 
officers  of  the  gallant  Commodore  (for  he 
drew  no  distinction  between  him  and  them, 
believing  them  all  deserving  of  equal  con* 
fidence),  that  he  was  firmly  persuaded, 
whatever  might  have  been  the  advantage 
of  the  enemy  as  to  number,  their  gallantry 
would  gloriously  have  sustained,  in  any 
contest,  the  honour  of  the  British  flag. 
Alluding,  cursorily,  to  the  various  topics 
which  bad  been  started  by  the  gallant 
Commodore,— the  gallant  Officer  had  re- 
commended the  introduction  of  the  pur- 
chase system  into  the  navy.  Now,  when 
he  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty, 
it  would  have  been  impossible  for  this 
question  not  to  receive  his  fullest  consL 
deration ;  and  indeed  it  had  been  pecu- 
liarly recommended  to  his  notice  by  a 
moat  able  memorandum,  drawn  up  under 
a  former  administratioo :  he  admitted 
much  might  be  said  in  favour  of  the  pur- 
chase system,  but,  in  his  opinion,  after 
deliberately  considering  the  subject,  the 
argument  and  the  evidence  preponderated 
on  the  other  side.  It  would  be  the  intro- 
duction of  an  entirely  new  system  into  the 
navy,  not  consonant  with  the  feelings  of 
the  service  nor  the  feelings  of  the  public. 
Political  influence  would  not  by  its  intro* 
duction  be  superseded,  and,  superadded 
to  that,  there  would  he  the  influence  of 
wealth,  moat  injuriously  operating  to  the 
detriment  of  unostentatious  merit,  obscure 
in  poverty.  But  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Officer  had  suggested  another  course  not 
open  to  such  objections,  and  he  (Sir  J. 
Graham)  would  frankly  tell  him,  that  as  to 
the  opening  of  the  retiring  list  for  such 
aged  officers  as  might  be  willing,  io  time 
of  peace,  when  it  wonid  be  consistent  with 
honour  lo  acknowledge  their  infirmities, 
to  retire  from  active  service— he  cuald 
well  conceive  of  considerable  advantage 
in  carrying  oot  such  a  proposition.  Nor 
bad  he  understood  his  right  lion.  Friend 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  to  have 
e«er  stated  that  such  a  proposition  was 
not  worthy  of  the  most  serioos  attention, 
or  even  to  have  unequivocally  negatived 
all  consideratioo  of  thie  pyichase  system. 


These,  however,  were  great  anestioQi 
which  were  roost  safely  left  in  the  handi  of 
the  Executive;  and  the  passing  of  pe- 
remptory resolutions,  on  which  they  coold 
not  be  calmlv  and  carefully  enough  con- 
sidered, would  only  embarraas  the  Go- 
vernment, and  could  not  be  at  all  condu- 
cive to  the  real  interests  of  the  service. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  officer  had  alluded 
to  the  various  measures  which  had  at  di£> 
ferent  periods  been  adopted  in  respect  to 
the  manning  of  the  navy,  and  had  thrown 
out  a  suggestion  that  when  the  Poor-law 
Amendment  Bill  was  under  discussion, 
clauses  might  be  Introduced  as  to  the 
binding  of  pauper  apprentices.  Suck  a 
measure  would  not  be  conducive  to  the 
popularity  or  the  efficiency  of  the  navy ; 
and  he  must  tell  the  gallant  Commodore 
that  with  regard  to  bovs  and  landamen 
there  was  not  for  such  a  measure  the 
slightest  necessity.  There  was,  on  the 
contrary,  a  quite  sufficient  resource  in  the 
natural  disposition  among  the  peasantry 
on  our  8ea*coast  to  enter  the  navy  when 
opportunities  were  presented  to  them,  and 
more  than  were  required  would  always  be 
found,  willing,  anxious,  to  enter  that 
honourable  service.  The  pliant  officer 
had  sat  down  with  referring  to  a  saying  of 
the  late  Mr.  Tieroey,  that  *'had  we  only 
a  well-manned,  well-officered  navy,  and  a 
full  Exchequer,  we  might  defy  the  world.** 
He  cordially  reciprocated  that  sentiment. 
One  portion  of  it  (the  gallant  Officer  ad- 
mitted) had  been  already  realixcd,  the 
navy  was  now  well-manned.  It  would  be 
the  effort  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at 
the  head  of  her  Majesty's  Govemmeot 
(and  his  colleagues  were  determined 
therein  perseveringly  to  support  him)  to 
realize  the  second  part  of  the  propositioD 
— that,  whatever  might  be  the  deficienciea 
of  the  revenue,  the  revenue  should  be  re- 
plenished. Nor  had  they  any  doubt,  but 
the  strongest  eon  fidence,  founded  upon 
the  patriotism  and  good  sense  of  the 
people,  that  the  Exchequer  would  thus 
be  fully  replenished.  He  must,  without 
the  slightest  disrespect  to  the  gallant  Offi- 
cer (in  many  of  wlioae  propositions  he 
concurred),  but  from  a  sense  of  public 
duty,  move  the  prerious  questioo. 

Captain  Berkeley  said,  he  felt  atronglj 
the  difficulty  of  rising  after  the  right  boo. 
Baronet's  moat  able  exposition  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  he  owed  it  as  a  duty  to  the  gal- 
lant Commodore  and  to  the  naval  aerrice, 
which,  of  course,  was  deeply  interested  in 
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Mch  a  difcattion,  to  eipren  briefly  hii 
opioioos.  With  reeard  to  the  manning  of 
the  nafy,  as  he  had  had  the  mitfortune  to 
differ  from  those  who  were  lately  at  the 
Admiralty,  he  would  say  no  more  than 
this,  that  he  very  much  rejoiced  at  the 
measures  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
present  Administration,  to  remedy  the 
evil  which  formerly  existed  in  this  respect. 
At  tlie  same  time,  though  reluciant  to 
speak  on  a  subject  by  this  time  set  at 
rest,  he  must  corroborate  what  had  been 
said  by  the  gallant  Commodore  as  to  the 
danger  of  the  Mediterranean  fleet,  re- 
specting which  he  would  say,  that  four  sail 
of  the  line,  under  his  gallant  Friend,  had 
been  uithin  a  day  and  a  halfs  sail  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  Egyptian  vessels,  with 
whom  had  they  fallen  in, — even  had  the 
gallant  Uflicer  been  desirous  of  avoiding  a 
contest,  which  was  not  likely,«-he  could 
not  have  done  so ;  neither  could  our  ships, 
imperfectly  manned,  whatever  their  gaU 
lantry,  have  been  able  to  contend  against 
such  a  squadron,  of  which,  otherwise,  they 
would  certainly  have  given  a  good  ac- 
count. He  hoped  and  believed  that  Bri* 
tish  ships  would  never  be  in  such  a  situa- 
tion again;  thanks  to  the  prompt  mea* 
sures  of  the  present  Admiralty,  he  tielicved 
this  would  never  be  the  case.  With  re- 
gard to  the  prineiple  of  placing  civilians 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  he  did  not 
see  why  the  reaolution  of  the  erallant  Com- 
modore, m  opposition  to  such  a  principle, 
should  be  resiste<l,  pledging  the  Mouse  to 
th(*  adoption  of  the  contrary  principle;  for 
the  agreeing  to  the  resolution  would  only 
express  the  opinion  of  the  House  as  to 
the  propriety  of  placint;  naval  authorities 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty.     He  must 

m 

ssy.  ihat  h*?  coiiht  not  undrrstand  why 
piof<!Mi(jnal  knowledge  w.is  to  tie  a  diK- 
f|ualilirutioii  lor  a  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
minlty — ;it  leant  not  Lxa<Mly  a  disquahfl- 
ration — but  the  iiuht  hun.  Haronet  said. 
It  was  much  better  thnt  a  civilian  should 
be  at  the*  held  of  the  lio.inJ  than  a  naval 
man  It  was  a  coininoii  practice  to  con- 
lend,  that  such  matters  nluiuld  be  left 
wholly  to  the  liximtive ;  but  Lord  (■. 
I^funux  had  l>eeii  able  to  carry  a  motion 
111  favour  of  the  marines  agaiimt  the  Kxe 
entire,  and  thus  only  obtained  justice  for 
that  corps.  He  remembered,  that  when 
his  K  illant  Friend  (Sir  (*.  Napien  brought 
forw.iril  a  mulioii  n  lalive  to  hi«hi»p«  going 
to  thr  colonics,  he  wa!i  tuld,  that  he  ha«l 
much  better  leave  the  matter  to  those  who 


had  the  management  of  eoelesiaatical  af^ 
fairi.    On  the  aame  |rooiid,  he  cooccifwl 
that  a  naval  man  knew  mueb  mora  of 
naval  matters  than  a  civilian  could  poo- 
sibly  do.    Besides  this,  he  coold  ataora 
the  House,  that  when  a  civilian  visited  the 
dockyard,  he  bad  not  that  weight  with  Iko 
naval  officers  which  a  naval  man  wo«M 
have.     Jt  fell  to  his  lot  once,  aome  tioM 
ago,  to  be  appointed  to  a  aqoadroo.  ap« 
pointed  for  a  particular    service.      TIm 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  waa  eipedod 
down.     Every  ofEcer  and   man  straiaod 
his    utmost  exertions  that  their  levoral 
vessels  should  be  turne<l  out  in  a  ^^jflt 
for  a  Board  of  Admiralty  to  inspect.    Tho 
First  Lord  came,  he  was  a  civilian    Ofory 
officer  was   anxious   that  his  owo   akip 
should  be  examined  ;  and  every  nidalMp- 
man  and  lieutenant  was  anxiooi  to  ■«• 
the  First  Lord,  and  that  he  should  inapecc 
every  vessel.  The  noble  Lord  visited  only 
one  ship,  and  went  away,  no  doubt,  very 
much  tired  with  the  labour  of  the  invosli* 
gaiion.    He  was  certain,  that  if  the^llaot 
Admiral  opposite,  (.Sir  G.  Cockbum)  had 
been  at  the  time  First  l^rd  of  tho  AdaU 
rally,  he  would  have  made  it  a  point  to 
visit  and  inspect  the  different  shipOt  mad 
thus  gratify  the  officers  and  men.    Add 
to  that,  that  it  was  upon  thoeo  viinBin 
details,   with   which  no  civilian  eooM  bft 
thoroughly  acquainted,  that  tbi 
of  the  navy  mainly  depended,  thera 
prevailing  feeling  throughout  the 
he  feared  not  contradiction  when  ho 
so — that  they  were  neglected,  and  tkot  if 
they  had  a  naval  officer  at  the  head  of 
service,  they  would  not  at  least  he  ao 
neglected.     As  he  had  said  upon  a 
occision,  it  was  impouible  thnt  a  civilii 
could  enter  into  the   feelings  of  o( 
like   a   brolhcr-officer.     With   refeurd   lo 
the  numker  of  promotions  under  tho  BnrI 
of  Minto,  and  the  nature  of  thoee  pn—ao 
tions.  he  begged  leave  to  relate  n  oiretiHa* 
stance  which  had  come  under  hia  imnao* 
diate  knowledge.     At  the  Coronniioo*  ho 
had  recommended  a  jounz  man  of  tho 
character  to  the  Karl  of  Minto  for 
tion,  confessing  to  him,  however,  thnt  ho 
was  politically  connected  with  the  borough 
which  he  haJ  the  honour  torepcoaont  ;  tho 
replyof  the  Karl  of  Minto  was,  that  ho  wovid 
promote  a  person  recommended  l»j  hin, 
liut  it  was  on  condition  that  he  ahouM  ho 
entirely   uiiconiircted    with    potitica.      !!• 
did  reconiniend  a  person  of  that  duicrip» 
tion,  who  received  an  advan  eiooal  !■  iho 
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fenrice,  while  the  ptru  whom  h«  had 
originally  recommeodad  still  remaioed 
un promoted.  He  mentioned  that  for  the 
purpose  of  showing,  that  the  Earl  of 
Minto  had  not  been  influenced  in  the 
distribution  of  his  patronage  by  political 
motives.  He  had  heard  nothing  which 
could  induce  him  to  think  that  the  navy 
could  not  be  governed  by  a  naval  man,  as 
well  as  the  army  was  governed  by  a  sol- 
dier. Great  inconvenience  resulted  from 
the  adoption  of  a  different  system.  In  the 
case,  for  instance,  of  ao  equal  division  of 
votes  among  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
the  subject  would  be  decided  by  a  man 
who  might,  however,  know  nothing  of  the 
matter.  He  also  felt,  that  there  was  so 
little  patronage  to  be  distributed  in  the 
navv,  that  it  would  be  considered  the 
greatest  boon  by  the  officers,  that  one  of 
their  own  body  should  be  appointed  to 
preside  over  the  service.  He  could  state, 
that  it  was  his  opinion,  that  there  was 
more  difficulty  in  finding  officers  to  fill 
situations,  than  in  finding  situations  to 
give  to  officers.  There  was  no  reward  for 
all  their  toil  and  trouble,  and  he  trusted, 
that  a  retiring  list  would  be  made  for  them. 
He  hoped  that,  with  respect  to  the  dock- 
yards,  all  good  artiBcers,  having  served  a 
certain  time  in  the  navy,  would  have  the 
first  claim  lo  situations  in  them.  It  would 
be  encouraging  persons  to  enter  the  navy, 
and  contribute  to  render  it  popular.  He 
had  one  word  to  say  with  respect  to  the 
ages  of  admirals.  Hon.  Members  of  that 
House,  who  were  more  than  sisty  years  of 
age,  were  eiempted  from  serving  on  Elec- 
tion Committees,  and  yet  they  sent  men 
at  sixty  and  seventy  years  of  age  to  contend 
w  ith  the  elements  and  the  enemiea  of  the 
country.  Having  heard  nothing  to  show 
that  naval  officers  were  incapacitated  from 
being  placed  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
he  should  vote  for  the  resolution  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Officer  behind  him. 

I^rd  Imgestiie  said,  there  could  be  no 
doubt,  whatever  the  opinions  entertained 
as  to  the  policy  of  bringing  the  subject 
forward  in  this  form  and  at  this  time — 
the  service  owed  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
the  gallant  Officer  for  having  brought  the 
navy  und«*r  the  consideratioci  of  the  House. 
Opportunities  were  afforded  by  such  dis- 
cussions for  the  espreatioii  of  opinion  which 
might  tie  valuable,  and  which  might  not 
otbeiwiiic  be  known.  He  should  support 
the  resolutioos.  He  further  obaerved.  it 
must  be  obvious  to  ctery  one  thai  the 


circumstances  of  England,  after  the  loof 
and  protracted  war  which  teminalad  io 
1816,  must  have  been  auch  aa  to  increase 
the  navy  list  to  an  amount  which  rendered 
it  quite  too  full  for  the  eiigenciea  of  the 
country.  No  doubt,  in  the  event  of  an* 
other  war  breaking  out,  means  must  be 
devised  for  calling  out  into  active  aervice 
s  younger  class  of  officers  than  those  who, 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  navy,  must 
of  necessity  be  intrusted  with  commaiKi, 
and  he  conceived,  that  a  time  of  peace 
was  the  most  suitable  period  io  which  to 
devise  some  such  arrangement.  There 
was  no  one  who  had  the  least  practical 
acquaintance  with  naval  affairs,  and  al 
the  same  time  any  information  respecting 
the  business  of  Parliamenty  but  must  be 
ready  to  acknowledge  that  both  in  that 
and  the  other  House,  the  cause  of  the 
navy  was  not  always  very  efficiently  aop. 
ported,  and  therefore  he  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  say,  that  naval  officers,  having 
seats  in  Parliament,  were  not  fully  war* 
ranted  in  bringing  matters  connected  with 
their  profession  frequently  under  consider- 
ation  ;  but  there  was  a  difference  between 
doing  that,  and  wearying  the  House  with 
repeated  and  useless  discussions.  Never« 
theless,  he  should  have  no  objection  to 
support  two  of  the  resolutiona  then  before 
the  House,  which  he  felt  he  could  do  with- 
out qualification ;  and  even  to  the  first 
resolution  he  should  have  no  objection,  if 
it  were  limited  to  the  future  coostitutioa 
of  the  board. 

Captain  Peckell  would  support  the  re- 
solutions of  the  gallant  Coaimodore  re« 
specting  the  future  construction  of  the 
board.  There  conid  be  no  second  opinion 
as  to  the  eipediency  of  making  a  change 
in  the  administration  of  naval  affairs ;  stUI 
there  were  cases  which  called  much  more 
for  praise  than  for  censure.  When  Lord 
de  Grey,  for  iusuiice,  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  nothing  could  be 
more  satisfactory  than  the  course  which  he 
pursued  ;  he  was  at  all  times  ready  to  re- 
ceive naval  officers,  to  attend  to  their  re- 
presenutions,  and  to  smooth,  aa  far  as 
was  in  his  power,  every  difficolty  which 
obstructed  the  full  and  efficient  perform- 
ance of  their  duty.  In  similar  terms  be 
was  bound  to  speak  of  the  manner  io 
which  the  affairs  of  the  admiralty  were 
conducted  during  the  time  his  late  Ma- 
jesty (then  Duke  of  Clarence)  filled  the 
office  of  Lord  High  Admiral,  his  practical 
acquaintance  with  navsi  affaiia,  hie  uo^ 
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form  condeiceosion,  hit  ready  reception 
of  ihe  officen,  his  cordial  hospitality.  [A 
laugh.2  He  begged  to  say»  that  the  hos- 
pitality or  the  inhospitality  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  had  a  great  deal  to 
do  with  the  matter,  for  friendly  and  social 
intercourse  very  much  tended  to  a  good 
understanding  among  all  classes  of  men. 
He  had  more  than  one  objection  to  the 
present  constitution  of  the  board — it  was 
an  irresponsible  board — it  was,  moreover, 
a  secondary  board,  and  he  would  give  an 
instance  of  the  evil  arising  from  that 
state  of  things.  Some  years  ago,  he 
urged  upon  the  Board  of  Admiralty  the 
necessity  of  sending  a  vessel  of  war 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  our  fisher- 
men on  the  coast  of  Sussex  from  the 
hostilities  of  the  French  fishermen.  In 
the  first  instance,  he  went  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, they  referred  him  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment,  he  was  then  sent  to  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  and  twelve  ;nonihs  elapsed 
before  his  object  was  accomplished ;  in 
the  meanwhile  the  fishermen  missed  both 
the  mackerel  and  the  herring  season.  As 
to  the  junior  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  they 
did  nothing  but  that  which  they  were  de- 
sired ;  they  never  presumed  to  differ  from 
the  First  Lord,  or  even  from  the  secretary. 
The  late  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  declared,  that 
when  he  ventured  to  differ  from  the  First 
Lord,  he  found  it  neceuary  to  turn  his 
stern  and  make  sail  as  fast  as  he  could 
from  the  Admiralty.  Amongst  the  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  appointm*;  a  naval 
First  Lord  was  this,  th.it  he  could  do  all 
that  a  civilian  could,  and  a  great  deal 
more  besides.  In  addition  to  the  evils 
arising  from  the  present  constitution  of 
the  board,  there  was  much  io  the  state  of 
the  navy  which  called  for  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  responsible  advisers  of  the 
Crown,  lie  felt  it  his  duty  to  protest 
against  vessels  of  war  bein^  under-manned 
or  inefllicientiv  armed.     In  the  course  of 

m 

the  present  and  of  preceding  discussions 
much  had  been  said  of  patronage,  and  it 
was  observed  that  promotion  in  the  navy 
was  more  frequently  conferred  for  services 
on  the  hustings  rather  than  for  services 
on  the  quarter-deck  ;  now,  surely  naval 
men  were  not  more  likely  to  be  carried 
away  by  political  predilections  than  men 
in  civil  life.  The  late  board,  were  cer- 
tainly, not  open  to  the  attack  which  had 
bft*!!  thrown  on  them  respecting  the  dis- 
posal of  their  patronage,  and  in  the  dit* 


tribution  of  their  rewtrdi  he  tbooghl 
entitled  to  much  praise,  especially  ■•  n- 
garded  the  officers  engaged  in  the  Mp- 
pressioD  of  the  slave-trMie :  still  coaridiji 
able  changes  were  required  in  iht 
administration  of  naval  affiun  in  iht 
half-pay  department  ai  well  ai  io  iIm 
partment  of  active  service.  Withrefc 
to  the  petty  officers,  he  thought  thai  Ibt 
preference  ought  to  be  given  to  thoae  mhm 
were  brought  upto  the  practice  of  gttoiMrj. 
He  agreed  with  the  gallaot  Comaodois 
that  the  half- pay  of  the  petty  officen  isi  the 
navy  ought  to  be  increased,  and  vhetlMr 
the  right  boo.  Gentleman  was  of  iha  tSMM 
opinion  or  not,  he  believed  that  the  tiMe 
was  not  far  distant  when  that  claie  of 
officers  would  obtain  increased  pej,  be- 
cause there  was  great  difficulty  in  mlliw 
men  competent  for  the  discharge  of  tkesr 
duties,  as  the  placards  on  the  walb  of  fkm 
Admiralty  and  of  the  docks  and  poUie 
advertisements  fully  proved.  The  beat 
way  to  make  the  school  on  board  the  Bs« 
ccltent  effective  was  to  retain  those  valnnble 
men  in  the  service,  and  they  ought  not  Io 
mind  making  sacrifices  to  do  so.  With 
respect  to  boys,  he  had  upon  every  oeen* 
sion  endeavoured  to  imprest  npoo  Ike 
Government  the  necessity  of  incieMWf 
their  numbers  in  the  navy.  He  qoile 
agreed  with  the  right  hon*  Genileano  ae 
to  there  being  no  need  to  conpcl  perkh 
apprentices  to  enter  the  service;  Urn 
supply  was  already  greater  than  the  de- 
mand, for  the  coasts  of  Kent  and  Saaies 
alone  could  furnish  a  sufficient  coesplo* 
ment ;  at  all  events,  if  after  three  or  lomr 
years*  service  they  were  allowed  to  enler 
as  men,  and  not  represented  at  the  Ad* 
miralty  as  being  supernumerariet,  then 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  keeping  op  o 
rc|;ular  supply.  As  to  Parliameotaiy 
patronage,  after  all  his  experience,  ho 
must  say, that  he  had  yet  to  learn  where  iho 
dockyard  patronage  rested.  From  tho 
time  of  Lord  Castlereagh  down  to 
present  moment,  he  could  6od 
chie  to  the  disposal  of  the  appointuMOta  of 
clerks  in  dockyards,  except  that  the  FitH 
IxiTil  of  the  Admiralty  took  care  of  ell  ep» 
pointmeoti  down  to  those  in  Grcenerieh 
Hospital.  That  lieing  the  case  it  woidd 
be  most  judicious  to  have  a  naval  meo  at 
the  head  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  nod 
then  there  would  be  some  prospect  of  oor 
boatswains  and  carpenters,  and  poreere, 
and  old  niid»hipmen,  and  sons  of  lieole- 
nanti^  and  officers   of   merineii 
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placed  in  toiuble  situationt  ia  the  dock- 
jards,  the  victyalliof;  and  store,  and  other 
departmeots,  which  arrangement,  by 
saving  the  half-pay  of  the  parties  ap* 
poiuled,  would  be  a  proportionate  saving 
to  the  country,  while  it  would  also  have 
the  effect  of  removing  the  impression  that 
such  appointments  were  made  in  return 
for  Parliamentary  or  political  services. 
The  House  had  been  told  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  that  nothing  could  be  done 
to  injure  the  navy  while  there  were  two 
naval  officers  to  control  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  keep  him  within  his 
proper  sphere.  [**  No*'*]  Yes,  but  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  said  it  in  more  Parlia- 
mentary and  correct  phraseology.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  said,  that  nothing  in- 
jurious to  the  navy  could  occur,  because 
there  were  two  admirals  at  the  board; 
nevertheless,  he  believed  that  they  could 
not  continue  to  hold  their  seats  at  that 
board,  if  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
chose  to  run  counter  to  them. 

Sir  R.  Peel:  1  sincerely  hope  that  the 
House  will  pause  before  its  adopts  the  re- 
solutions of  the  gallant  Commodore,  be- 
cause I  think  it  would  be  a  very  bad  pre- 
cedent, if  the  House  of  Commons,  at  the 
instance  of  any  professional  man,  however 
eminent  he  might  be  in  his  profession, 
should  think  it  right  to  place  any  restric. 
tion  upon  the  power  of  the  Crown  with 
respect  to  the  selection  of  competent  per- 
sons to  occupy  the  seats  at  the  Board  of 
Admiralty.  It  would  be  extremely  bad 
taste  seriously  to  entertain  such  a  propo- 
sition. But  if  the  House  should  think 
fit  to  impose  any  such  restriction,  I  hope 
they  will  do  it  in  an  intelligible  and  defi- 
nite manner,  and  not  by  such  a  resolution 
as  that  which  is  now  proposed,  and  which 
is — 

^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that 
in  the  future  construction  of  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, the  advantage  of  having  that  Board 
completely  composed  of  naval  officers  should 
l>e  fully  considered,  as  well  as  the  expediency 
of  having  a  naval  officer  at  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance." 

I  do  not  doubt  the  abstract  proposition, 
that  it  is  fit  to  consider  this  subject ;  but 
I  think  that  the  consideration  of  it  ought 
to  be  left  to  the  authority  at  the  bead  of 
the  nary  and  the  army,  and  that  no  re- 
striction of  this  kind  should  be  imposed, 
implying  as  it  clearly  does  that  the  whole 
Boaitl  of  Admiralty  ought  to  be  consti- 
tuted of  naval  men  exclusively^  and  that  I 
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we  should  exclude  any  civilian  whatever 
from  it  From  that  proposition  of  the 
gallant  Officer  I  entirely  dissent.  The  ex- 
perience of  long  usage,  and  the  practice 
of  all  Governments,  have  been  certainly 
not  to  exclude  altogether  laymen  or  unpro- 
fessional men  from  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, and  I  think  the  construction  of  that 
board  would  have  been  defective  if  non* 
professional  men  had  been  altogether  ex- 
cluded from  it.  For  ot>serve  what  it  is 
that  the  gallant  Commodore  means — 
nsmely,  that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty should  be  a  naval  man ;  at  allevents^ 
that  is  what  we  must  infer  to  be  his  mean- 
ing from  his  speech,  though  it  is  not  ex- 
pressly stated  in  his  resolution.  But  that 
is  not  all  he  means ;  but  also  that  the 
board  should  be  composed  entirely  of 
naval  men,  for  his  resolution  applies  to 
the  junior  members  of  the  l>oard  as  well 
as  to  the  head  of  it.  So,  then,  the  gallant 
Commodore  would  have  the  whole  Board 
of  Admiralty  so  constructed  as  that  it 
fhould  consist  of  naval  men  only.  Now^ 
suppose  1  had  brought  forward  a  motion 
of  this  kind  when  the  Earl  of  Minto  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  what  would 
have  been  said  ?  Why,  «« If  the  House  of 
Commons  pass  this  reaolutioo  to  change 
the  whole  constitution  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  the  Earl  of  Minto  must  resign, 
because  it  will  imply  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  House  that  in  future  the  bead  of 
the  board  ought  to  be  a  naval  man,  and  it 
would  be  improper  and  inconsistent  to 
leave  the  administration  of  the  navy  even 
temporarily  in  the  hands  of  a  civilian  after 
the  adoption  of  such  a  resolution. "  It 
cannot  be  the  intention,  1  am  sure,  of  the 
gsllant  Officer  to  pass  a  censure  either 
upon  the  Earl  of  Minto  or  upon  my  noble 
Friend,  Lord  Haddington.  IndoM,  the 
crallaut  Commodore  has  said  that  it  was 
utterly  impossible  to  select  any  msn  who, 
during  the  short  period  my  noble  Friend 
has  been  in  office,  could  have  given  more 
satisfaction  to  naval  men  than  his  noble 
relation.  Lord  Haddington.  Well,  if  my 
noble  Friend  bat  so  conducted  himself  as 
to  extract  that  not  reluctant  testimony 
from  the  gallant  Officer,  is  it  not  some- 
what inconsistent  to  propose  a  resolution 
of  this  kind,  which,  if  it  were  passed  by 
the  House,  would  render  it  impossible  for 
him  to  continue  the  performance  of  those 
duties  in  the  discharge  of  which  he  had 
hitherto  given  so  much  satisfaction  ?  That 
would  be  the  effect,  bectoae  by  the  adop* 
2M 
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tioo  of  the  reiolutioo  the  House  would 
imply  an  opinion  thtt  a  naval  man  ought 
to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty ;  and 
though  it  does  not  go  to  the  extent  of  a 
petition  to  the  Crown  to  remove  my  noble 
Friend,  would  it  not  imply  that  he  could 
not  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office 
satisfactorily,  and  that,  therefore,  he 
ought  not  to  retain  it?  I  know  that  this 
is  not  intended  by  the  gallant  Officer. 
Again,  the  only  ground  of  complaint 
which  the  gallant  Member  for  Brighton 
has  against  Lord  Haddington  is,  that  I  did 
not  appoint  another  noble  Friend  (Lord  dc 
Grey)  to  the  office  of  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  ;  for  the  gallant  Member  says 
that  his  knowledge  of  ship-building,  his 
love  of  professional  pursuits,  and  his 
courtesy  and  aflTability,  gate  universal 
satisfaction  to  the  navy  when  be  formerly 
held  this  high  office:  and  all  this  is 
granted.  Although  it  would  be  a  roost 
injurious  precedent  for  interference  with 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  to  pass  this 
resolution,  yet  far  be  it  from  me  to  say 
that  naval  officers  ought  to  be  excluded ; 
nor  does  the  appointment  of  non-profes- 
tional  men  neceuarily  imply  that  naval 
officers  are  to  be  ezcladea.  But  1  have 
shown  you  two  instances  of  two  gallant 
Officers  of  the  navy  having  spoken  of  two 
Don- professional  First  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty in  terms  of  approbation;  both  gal- 
lant Officers  admitimg  that  it  was  utterly 
impossible  that  any  tuo  men  could  have 
given  greater  satisfaction,  and  therefore 
the  appointment  of  those  men  mu5t  be 
satisfactory  also.  [Sir  C.  Napier :  I  taid 
so  far  as  non-profcusional  men  were  con- 
Ci'riUMi.^  Yes,  of  non- professional  men; 
but  they  have  given  satisfaction.  Lord 
de  Grey  has  establiihed  peculiar  claims 
upon  the  gratitude  of  the  gallant  Member 
for  Brighton  because  he  protected  the 
Brighton  fishermen :  and  the  gallant 
Officer  admits  another  strong  claim  upon 
hif  gratitude  in  consequence  of  his  having 
experienred  the  noble  Lord's  hospitality. 
But  that  is  a  virtue  which  can  be  practised 
by  a  civilian.  When  I  heard  the  spe«'ch 
of  the  gallant  Officer,  1  thought  at  Hrst 
that  the  great  argument  in  favour  of  pro- 
fessional appointments  was,  that  profes- 
sional men  had  op|>ortunities  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  various 
officers  in  actual  service :  but  the  gallant 
Member  destroyed  that  argument  by  show- 
ing that  the  true  way  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  menu  of  naval  men  wu  to  invite 


them  to  the  dinner  table.  Withoat  ikal 
kind  of  intercourse  it  doet  not 
sible,  according  to  the  pliant  ON.MHa 
the  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  can  6nd 
the  good  qualities  of  a  naval 
Friendly  intercourse  is  a  very  good  tUag 
to  be  established,  not  for  the  mere  pnrpoit 
of  paying  compliments  to  individaabt  bat 
to  promote  confidence  and  good  fodnig 
amongst  those  who  serve  under  the  fm 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  but  tha  Don*pf»* 
fessional  man  hu  the  same  opportmsilMn 
of  exercising  those  virtoea  as  tbe  prefcn 
siooal  man.  Sir,  this  is  not  the  flnc  Ihm 
in  the  history  of  first  Lords  of  the  Ad«i» 
ralty  that  they  have  experienced  theiBtMw 
ference  of  the  House  of  Commooi.  Tho 
House  of  Commons  worried  Lnd  Kwpri 
oat  of  office.  He  was  soccecdcd  bf  hat4 
Howe,  and  a  motion  was  mado  in  tht 
House  of  Lordi,  because  Eari  How 
omitted  two  officers  from 
blaming  him  for  it,  which  motion 
lowed  by  two  resolutions  in  tho  H< 
Commons,  which  were  negatived  bj  n 
jority  of  only  fifteen.  In  short,  the 
men  in  the  House  of  Coeimont 
Carl  Howe  out  of  office.  [Sir  C. 
He  was  worn  out.^  Yes,  ha 
out  by  just  such  motiona  as  this  of  tht 
gallant  officer.  [Sir  C.  Napkr:  Nobbf 
age.J  No,  but  by  the  motions  whieh  wwm 
brought  forward,  and  which  had  ihoir 
effect ;  for  you  must  recollect  thai  hiaign 
was  not  the  cause  of  his  retirement.  Toa, 
your  predecessors,  worried  Eari  Howa 
out  or  office,  for  he  was  First  Lord  aff 
the  Admiralty  in  1784,  and  on  tte 
1st  of  June,  1794,  he  was  not  yel  eo 
worn  out  that  he  was  not  fit  for  netiaa 
with  the  enemy,  for  he  achieved  n  gto* 
rious  victory.  I  must  take  the  opaorta* 
nity.  before  1  conclude,  of  aaying,  innt  I 
do  not  see  any  publie  advantage  of  ino- 
culating upon  the  remit  of  hypothetical 
eneagements  at  sea,  between  the  antal 
force  of  this  country  and  that  of  Praacia, 
a  power  with  whom  we  are  at 
Why  should  we  stir  up  ill-will  by 
otBcer  asserting  that  the  French  vonid 
have  beaten  us,  and  another  as  confidentlj 
declaring  that  we  should  bate  defenlod 
the  French  in  an  imaginary  battle.  I 
enter  not  into  such  speculationa.  Tha 
minundcrstandings  which  etistcd  betweea 
us  have  ceased  to  eiiat ;  and  wh?  ahoaU 
we  go  bsck  to  transartions  which  oagkt 
not  now  til  be  discussed  f  I  wonM, 
fore,  atoid  all  inch  topics;   il  ia  %% 
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unnecessary  to  entertain  them.  I  have 
confidence  in  the  gallant  officers,  and  in 
the  navy  of  my  counlry,  that  they  would 
be  equal  to  any  emerg;ency  and  duty  ; 
but  I  do  tcriouily  deprecate  such  s|)ecu- 
lative  discuisions  about  probable  results 
in  imaginary  actions,  which  of  late  we 
have  too  frequently  heard.  1  hope  the 
House  will  consent  to  no  resolution  of  the 
kind  proposed  by  the  gallant  Officer.  At 
the  same  time,  I  lay  down  no  rule  for  the 
exclusion  of  naval  men.  But  understand 
that  1  will  not  purchase  the  abandonment 
of  the  motion  by  making  any  promise 
whatever.  I  will  not,  as  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown,  make  any  promise  as  to  what 
1  will  do  in  the  matter ;  because,  in  fact, 
it  roust  be  reserved  as  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown,  and  I  altogether  protest  against 
the  House  of  Commons  laying  any  re- 
strictions upon  the  exercii^e  of  the  royal 
prerogatives.  If  you  begin  thus  with 
the  navy  you  may  next  go  on  with 
the  army ;  and  I  aay  that  you  who  are 
the  advocates  of  popular  government 
should  be  the  very  last  to  attempt  to 
impose  any  restriction  whatever  upon  the 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
with  regard  to  aoj  branch  of  the  public 
service.  1  shall,  therefore,  move  the 
pre? ioos  question  :  but  I  hope  the  nllant 
Officer's  own  good  sense  will  lead  him  to 
consider  the  relation  in  which  he  stands, 
and  not  he  only  but  the  whole  of  his  pio- 
fession  and  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
relation  with  the  Crown,  and  that  the 
House  will  permit  the  Crown  to  consider 
what  steps  should  be  taken  with  respect 
to  the  saministratioD  of  a  great  brancn  of 
the  public  service. 

Mr.  Charles  fVood  trusted,  that  the 
situation  which  he  bad  formerly  held  at 
the  Admiralty  would  justify  him  in  offering 
a  few  observations  to  the  House,  and  they 
should  be  a  very  few  ;  in  fact,  had  it  not 
been  that  bis  hon.  and  gallant  Friend,  who 
had  brought  forward  the  motion,  had,  in 
doing  so,  cast  imputations  on  the  character 
of  his  noble  Friend,  the  Earl  of  Minto, 
formerly  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  he 
would  not  hate  troubled  the  House  at  all 
on  the  question.  With  regard  to  the 
general  terms  of  the  motion,  he  entirely 
concurred  in  all  that  had  fallen  from  the 
ritrht  hon.  Baronet,  the  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department,  and  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  who  had  just  sat  down.  He 
perfectly  agreed  with  them  in  opinion,  that 
the  preaeDt  cooatitutioo  of  the  Board  of 


Admiralty  was  the  one,  on  the  whole,  most 
calculated  to  be  beneficial  to  the  service. 
Like  those  right  hon.  Gentlemen,  he  had 
no  wish  to  exclude  naval  officera  from  the 
situation  of  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
but  he  thought  it  wrong  and  inexpedient 
to  attempt,  by  a  resolution  of  that  House, 
to  feller  the  discretion  of  the  Crown.     He 
also  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
that  it  was  better  not  to  go  back  to  con- 
sider what  mieht  have  been  the  result  of 
a  collision  in  the  Mediterranean  two  years 
since.      He  thought  some  consideration 
was  due  to  the  opinion  of  his  hon.  and 
gallant  Friends,  although,    he  thought, 
that,  perhaps,  they  would  have  acted  more 
wisely  had  they  abstained  from  giving  thai 
opinion.     He  felt  assured,  however,  that 
the  honour  of  the  British  navy  could  have 
been  placed  in  no  hands  more  safely  than 
in   theirs,   and   that  in  their  hands   the 
honour  of  the  British  flag  would  never 
have  been  tarnished.     Perhaps  it  mifht 
be  thoueht,  that  from  the  situation  which 
he  had  held  at  the  Admiralty,  under  the 
Barl  of  Minto,  that  he  could  not  be  an 
impartial  witness.    On  the  contrary,  how- 
ever, lie  contended  that  he  had  bc^o  in  a 
situation  to  form  an  impartial  fudgment, 
for,  from  the  moment  ne  had  accepted 
office,  he  had  laid  down  a  rule  for  his  own 
conduct,  to  which  he  bad  rigidly  adhered, 
and  that  was,  never  to  interfere  in  any 
manner,  or  to  offer  any  opinion,  upon  any 
question   relating   to    the    promotion    of 
officers.     He  took  no  credit  to  himself  on 
that  account,  as  he  considered  he  had 
only  been  doing  his  duty ;  but  to  that  rule 
he  had  ever  constantly  adhered,  therefore, 
with  regard  to  all  such  questions,  he  was 
merely  a  looker-on,  and  he  felt  bound  to 
declare,  as  an  impartial  witness,  that  if 
ever  there  was  a  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, who,    in   the  promotion  of    naval 
officers,  had   looked  solely  to  the  merits 
and  professional  claims  of  the  officers,  who 
had  taken  infinite  pains  to  acQuire  a  know- 
ledge of  those  claims,  and  who  had  been 
anxious  only  to  do  his  duty  to  the  claims 
of  those  officer!,  uninfluenced  by  personal 
considerations,  that  man  was  the  Earl  of 
Minto,  and  when  his  gallant  Friend  had 
alluded   to  an  officer  bearing  the  aame 
name  as  his  noble  Friend,  to  an  officer  of 
the  name  of  Eliot,  he  thought  his  gallant 
Friend  must  have  been  aware  that  that 
gentleman  was  no  relative  or  connexion 
of  the  noble  Eart*s.    The  meriu  of  that 
gentleman  bad  baeo  adositted  o«  a  fbraser 
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occasion,  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  when 
discussing  the  naval  estimates,  and  he 
could  assure  his  gallant  Friend,  that  if  he 
adduced  that  Gentleman's  promotion  ai 
an   instance  of  the  exercise  of  personal 
patronage  on  the  part  of  his  noble  Friend, 
he  did   that  noble   £arl   great   injustice. 
That  (rentleman  was  totally  unconnected 
with  the  noble  Earl,  and  had  distinguished 
claims  on  the  country,  and  whatever  might 
have  been  the  appointment  which  he  had 
received  from  the  late  board,  or  whatever 
might  be  the  event  of  that  favourable  con- 
sideration of  his  services  which  he  under- 
stood   had   been    promised    him    by   the 
present  board,  he  owed  it  all  solely  to  his 
distinguished  services,  and  not    to    any 
personal  or  political  connexion  whatever. 
He  thought  he  should  be  trespassing  on 
the  time  of  the  House  if  he  was  to  attempt 
to  go  over  the  points  of  the  discuuion, 
which  had  obtained  a  desultory  character, 
and   which  could  be  productive  of  but 
little  good.     He  confessed  that  he  did  not 
agree  with  what  had  been  stated  by  many 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  House, 
with  respect  to  the  naval  service,  for  he 
believed  that  all  those  matters  of  detail 
were  infinitely  better  ltd  to  the  execu'ive 
department.     He  would  only  remind  his 
gallant  Friend  (Captain  Berkeley)  when 
he  referred   to  the  success  of  the  noble 
Lord   to   whom  his  gallant  Friend  had 
alluded  had  withdrawn  a  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice  on  his  assurance  that 
the  subject  would  come  under  the  con- 
sideration  of    the   Board   of   Admiralty, 
although  it  was  true  that  on  a  subsequent 
occasion  a  committee  was  appointed  in 
consequence  of  that  motion,  and  when  that 
committee  came  to  investigate  the  marme 
service,    they   found   that  the   Board   of 
Admiralty  had  left  them  but  little  to  do. 

Sir  T.  Trouhridye  was  afraid  the  Hoii<(t* 
would  be  tired  of  hearing  naval  speakers; 
but,  considering  the  position  which  he 
held  in  the  late  Board  of  Admiralty,  he 
trusted  they  would  indulge  him  with  only 
a  few  wordi.  After  the  best  consideration 
he  could  give  the  matter,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  (he  piesent  system  of  constitut- 
ing the  Board  of  Admiralty  could  be 
changed  for  the  better.  He  had  alway<« 
thought  that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Adnii- 
rdltv  was  the  Minister  in  the  C^ibinct  who 
had  thcrinost responsibility  upon  his'^houl- 
der^.  Such  a  tituaiion  rrquircd  talent 
and  ability  uf  the  first  order.  But  in  say- 
ing so,  he  did  not  for  a  moment  suppose 


that  he  was  exclad  »  of  dM 

from  holding  the  tnoaiiOD.  If  he 
give  an  opinion  as  to  1. —  OMjht  to  WH 
the  office  of  First  Lord  of  the  AdaMqi; 
he  would  most  unheaitatiogiy  nuam  hmi 
de  Grey.  From  his  high  rank,  mtd  kh 
high  order  of  talent,  end  fron  the 
he  held  in  the  estimation  of  the 
there  was  the  beat  gruareotee  to  the 
fession  and  the  puUic,  that  the  datiaaeff 
that  high  station  would  be  fair^ 
impartially  performed.  The  Desi 
referred  to  was  the  appointaseot  of  a 
officer  to  the  Board  of  Ordoince.  Upoa 
that  point  he  would  speak,  eathet  put  of 
the  duty  had  devolved  apoo  him  omo  hi 
had  the  honour  of  a  seat  at  the  Booid  off 
Admiralty,  and,  from  bia  experieoo^  hi 
could  say  that  very  greet  advaotigo  kei 
arisen  from  the  correapoodeoee  ~ 
the  two  boards  having  been 
through  naval  officers,  whieh 
would  be  lost  had  that 
bo  carried  on  with  a  peraon  anecqi 
with  the  matters  concerned.  With 
to  the  officers  of  the  dockyaide, 
opinion  their  appointment,  and  ell 
connected  with  them,  ooght  to  bo 
entirely  to  the  Executive ;  if  thef 
wrong,  they  might  be  brooght  to 
for  it  in  a  legitimate  way.  The  next 
was  with  respect  to  the  retifCOMB 
officers,  and  he  had  no  heaitatioo  io 
ing  that  he  should  be  ghul  to  aee 
retiring,  if  there  was  a  probahiliiy  of 
creasing  their  allowance.  Bnl,  at 
same  time,  he  thought  it  was  not  to  ho 
lost  sight  of,  that  many  of  the  hoo. 
tlemen  who  supported  that 
into  that  House  pledged.  He 
the  honour  of  coming  into  the! 
many  years  ago,  pledged  to  ai 
economy.  If  there  was  any 
spare,  be  did  not  hesitate  in  (Mof  Ua 
opinion  that  there  was  another cleaa  01  iho 
navy  which  deserved  increased  pej« 
that  was  the  petty  officers.  He 
say,  that  the  best  mode  of  reascdjiif 
inconvenience  attendant  apoo 
the  navy,  would  he  to  increase  the  pej 
the  petty  officers ;  and  he  ahoold, 
fore,  rather  give  any  surploa  aaoaey  ftr 
that  purpose,  than  to  the  allowonco  off 
retiring  officers.  This  was  hie 
and  he  gave  it  with  perfect 
the  House.  Now,  the  neit  subject  to  ^ 
he  wnulil  allude  was  the  state  of  the 
terrjnean  fleet.  He  thouxhl  a  f raetdoil 
much  had  b<*en  said  on  this  antjeclyr 
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felt  called  upon  to  say  a  few  words.     The 

taliant  Officer  had  said  that  from  the  men 
t\n^  ashore,  and  the  inefficient  state  of 
the  fleet,  if  the  Egyptian  fleet  had  come 
down  upon  them  they  would  have  been 
overpowered.  He  would  say  that  when 
the  ships  came  home,  and  he  would  men- 
tion the  Asia,  several  Members  went  down 
to  view  her.  Thev  told  him  themselves 
that  they  were  delighted  with  the  regu- 
larity of  the  discipline,  and  more  particu- 
larly the  gunnery  of  that  ship.  He  would 
also  mention  the  Rodney,  which  was  a 
brilliant  aarople  of  what'  a  man  of  war 
ought  to  be.  There  was  the  Princess 
Charlotte,  and  he  would  mention  the 
Thunderer.  Well,  here  were  four  lineof- 
battle  ships,  all  of  which  had  the  highest 
encomiums  passed  upon  their  disciplme 
and  gunnery ;  how  then  was  it  possible, 
with  such  ships,  they  could  be  captured 
by  the  Egyptian  fleet  ?  With  respect  to 
patronage,  he  was  afraid  he  was  on  deli. 
cate  ground,  for  it  had  been  so  in  all  ad- 
miralties and  in  all  Governments,  but  he 
ventured  to  say,  that  with  respect  to  private 
patronage  he  knew  nothing  of  it,  nor  was 
he  responsible  for  it;  but  when  they  came 
to  the  coronation,  or  general  promotion, 
bis  friends.  Admiral  Adams  and  Admiral 
Parker,  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in 
looking  over  the  lists,  in  order  to  do  jus- 
tice to  all  parties,  and  they  ought  not  to 
have  been  attacked  in  that  House.  No 
set  of  men  could  have  taken  more  trouble 
or  have  shown  more  anxiety  than  those 
Gentlemen.  Once  more  be  begged  to 
state  that  he  thought  the  constitution  of 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  could  not  be 
changed  with  advantage,  and  he  thought 
that  great  responsibility  was  thrown  on  the 
Prime  Minister  of  this  country  in  choosing 
an  officer  for  the  head  of  the  Admiralty. 

Captain  Berkeley  rose  to  explain.  He 
had  never  said,  that  the  navy  in  the  Medi- 
terranean was  in  such  a  state  as  to  be 
likely  to  be  defeated.  What  he  had  atated 
was,  that  if  they  had  been  prened  by  eight 
sail  of  the  line,  they  would  have  been 
placed  in  great  jeopardy.  He  begged 
also  to  state,  there  was  not  a  Dumber  of 
men  wandering  on  ahore. 

Captain  Peckell  rose  to  explain.  The 
gallant  Officer  opposite  had  defended  the 
appointment  of  Earl  de  Grey  to  the  Ad- 
miralty on  diflferent  grounds  from  those 
which  be  had  alleged.  What  he  had  stated 
was,  that  he  was  folly  entitled  to  the  sitaa- 
lioQ  Crom  hia  high  alatkm  tod  knowledge 


of  ship-building.  He  had  also  alluded  to 
the  hospitality  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral. 
He  could  say  nothing  in  that  respect  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  never 
having  visited  him  in  his  life.  But  with 
respect  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  he 
would  say  that  there  were  very  few  officers 
but  who  were  acquainted  with  him,  and  he 
was  therefore  acquainted  with  the  merita 
of  the  different  officers. 

Sir  H.  Hardinge  wished,  before  the 
House  divided  on  the  resolution,  to  advert 
to  an  observation  made  by  the  hon.  and 
i^allant  Commodore  that  evening,  as  well 
as  when  the  naval  estimates  were  before 
the  House.  The  gallant  Officer  stated, 
that  there  was  a  great  disparitf  between 
the  proportion  of  general  officers  created 
in  the  army,  and  the  number  of  admirals 
in  the  navy,  on  the  occasion  of  the  brevet. 
When  that  remark  was  made  on  a  former 
evening,  he  had  not  noticed  it,  for  he  felt 
the  union  that  existed  between  both  ser- 
vices, and,  for  himself  had  always  been 
most  happy  to  lend  his  assistance  to  hia 
brother  officers  of  the  naval  service.  But 
when  the  gallant  Officer  argued  that  even- 
ing that  undue  favour  was  shown  to  the 
army,  he  (Sir  H.  Hardinge)  thought  it 
only  right  to  show  that  no  such  motives  of 
partiality  influenced  the  Government  of 
the  day  in  the  appointment  of  colonels  in 
the  army  to  be  general  officers,  or  captains 
in  the  navy  to  be  admirals*  On  reference 
to  the  respective  amount  of  the  services  at 
the  end  of  the  war,  or  for  thirty  or  forty 
years  back,  it  would  be  seen  that,  owing 
to  the  much  larger  proportion  of  the  army, 
there  was  a  greater  number  of  general 
officers  than  of  admirals  employed.  In 
the  year  1814  the  number  of  general 
officers  was  555,  the  army  at  that  time 
including  the  regular  and  irregular  forces, 
in  various  parts  of  the  world,  amounting 
to  about  500,000  men.  At  the  same  time 
we  had  500  men  of  war  afloat,  the  largest 
force,  he  believed,  ever  known  in  our  his- 
tory, and  the  number  of  admirals  was  233. 
The  number  of  general  officers  was,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  double.  He  would  now 
refer  to  some  official  documents,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  at  the  brevet  in 
1830  the  number  of  colonels  raised  to  the 
rank  of  major-general  was  sixty-four,  and 
the  number  of  captains  in  the  navy  ele- 
vated to  admirals  was  forty-four.  At  the 
brevet  of  1837,  forty-two  colonels  were 
appointed  major-generals,  and  thirty«six 
captaioa  in  the  navy  admirala.    Fioallyi 


Stall  iif  (COMMONS)  a<^'wy. 

that  be  had  no  ii    Dlkn  (i 
agnintt  tbero,    'i  t 

had  laid,  that  her  jc  oriMrtMl  im 
power,  and  bewaiqnite  a»an«f  thu^bM 
ner  Majeatj  could  ai  mil 


b;  tbe  brevet  of  1841,  the  colonels  in  the 
army  GODttitutedmBJor-KCBerati  amounted 
to  iiilT-oDe,  and  the  naial  Mpiaioi  ap- 
pointed admiral!  forty  or  forty-one.  The 
gallant  Commodore  laid  theappoinlmenli 
to  the  tanL  of  major-general  in  1841  were 
serenty-five  in  number,  but  thi*  included 
the  marine!  and  the  artillery  tervircg, 
wbile  he  (Sir  H.  Hardin^e)  waa  ipcaking 
ilrictly  of  the  army.  He  would  hira^eif 
be  very  glad  to  »ee  officer!  in  the  navy 
promoted,  but  what  he  wiihed  to  prove 
it  coniideriog  the  much  larger  ti/e 


.1^ 

BMMt 


power  (o  a  Lord  of  the  Adnirallj  aa  da 
Board  of  Admiralty,  and  if  ahadkf  ■«),  ik* 
would  have  a  retpon!ible  mtn  ai  At  head 
of  the  nivy.    The  rigbt  hon.Buonei  (Blr 
J.  Graham)  had  not  correctly  lUm)  wW 
he  (Sir  Charlei  Napier)  itatcd  wttb  refar- 
ence  to  the  danger  in  vrbich  tba  BritU 
nary  waa  in    the  Meditarranean.     What 
or  the  military  force,  no  iiiju!tice  wTiatev«r  .  he  did  lay  waa,  that  if  ihtt  Praosk  tad 
had  been  ezerciied  in   the  appointmenli.  '  come  out   before  the  Britiih  fleet  ia  tte 
There  were  at  preaent  ten  or  eleven  admi.  [  Mediterranenu  ws«  better  b 


could  Si 


'  what  would  have 


mployed  in   active  lervice,  and  be- 
tween  thirty   and   forty    general   officer!.    It  «a!  not  right  to  tell 
The  number  of  655  general  officen  had  |  manned  ai  it  waa  at  ~ 
been  diminiihed  by  185  since  1814, 


were  able  to  do  lo 


for  233  admirals  then  exiiting  there  were    hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Grahsn) 


now  213;  so  that  if  any  partiality  at  i 
bad  been  shown — which,  however,  he  did  I 


such  complimentary 
to  efTcci.     Nothing 


not  say   was  the  caae— it   was  rather  in    gerous  than  to  iospiie  false 


favour  of  the  navy  than  the  amy.     I.( 
the  boil,  and  gallant  Officer,  loo,  look 
the  expense  of  the  brevets.    The 


... defeated  himself  la  th«  WsM 

I  Indies,  and  he  knew  what  it  «■■,  sad  wtat 

pense  i  the  result  of  a  defeat  would  bt  agkia,  if 

'  ips   were   msooed    u  Umj  wmm 

possible  thai  tM  ■ 


i^ 


.:3 


of  the  arm;  brevet  in  1830  was  14,000/.. 
and  of  that  in  the  navy  33,000/.    In  1837  | 

the  army  brevet  |iToduc(d  an  expense  of  eoutd  be  effective  if  it  was  rrmUud  m 
11,375/.,  and  the  navy  brevet  30,5g(i/.  I  wss  al  present.  He  de6ed 
In  1841  the  expense  of  the  army  bretei  i  Gabriel  if  he  was  First  Lord  of  (be  Ada^ 
was  13,001)/.  or  14,000/.,  and  of  the  navy  ralty.  and  if  he  was  deprived  of  ibt  pfr 
26,000/.  Such  was  the  bi^'h  admiration  tronage,  to  regulate  the  navy  vitll  adflKB 
and  re!pect  he  felt  for  the  nsval  service,  tagc.  As  it  was  now  reg ulalad,  M 
that  if  any  partiality  was  shown,  be  would  1  |>erson  who  had  no  inretcil  miut  wail  B 
gladly  see  the  preference  given  to  the  I  the  (|ueen  was  married,  or  natil  tlw«Ma 
naval  service:  for,  in  the  insular  poiilion  ;  had  a  son,  before  he  was  pRMWiai,  ■■ 
of  this  country,  the  paramount  iiniinrt-  '  matter  what  his  length  of  aervice  «%lt  k& 
ancc  of  the  navy  ought  to  be  felt  by  The  rij^ht  hon.  Baronet  oppoaita  MM  d»- 
every  one.  And  he  felt  confident  that  he  '.  nied  that  rhe  naval  aflairs  of  iba  tmmtUf 
was  speaking  the  seniimenis  of  the  army  had  been  improperly  adminisiand ;  bM 
when  he  said,  that  if  any  distinction  or  .  he  might  adduce  on  this  sabjact  Am  Ifii- 
prefercnce  wss  made,  it  should  be  in  fa- '  ion*  of  Admirals  Collingvrood  aad  mA* 
vour  of  the  ofitcers  of  the  nsvr.  |  son.    Lord  Collmgwood  slated,  thai  tmmj 

Sir  ('.  A'ayjiersaid,  he  bc^ed  to  aiiure  i  of  the  young  men  who,  by  i  ' 
the  gallant  OtRcer,  that  he  did  not  com-    tained  appointments  in   the   ■ 
plain  of  undue  promotion,  he       ' 
pli        ■    -    ■ 
admirals 

ufRi'ers  in  li.e  arniy.  He  could 
t^iilUnt  (ti-ncral  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
initiiuii'  any  unfdir  comparison  between 
■  he  army  aud  the  navy.  He  cculd  al<u 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  behind  him 
that  be  did  not  intend  to  throw  the 
*1ightetl  ri-doclion  n|MiD  the  b^n.  Captain 
Gfry.  Me  hi'pcd  the  lion.  Genllcman, 
their  rclalive,  would  allow  him  to  say, 


unable  to  manage  a  ship,  aid  kMV  ■•• 
led  of  ibc  number  of  captains  made  I  thing  of  their  duty  ;  and  Lord  NafaoB  nU 
iraU  in  proportion  lo  the  general  of  the  navy  in  his  day,  that  aoMaaai^ 
vered  the  faults  and  iniaattiaattf  thaiA> 
cers.  The  hon.  and  gallant  CoHMdMB 
was  under»tood  lo  say,  thai  ha  «Mld  aal 
press  his  first  resolution,  but  tkat  hlwaaM 
Uke  the  sense  of  the  Houae  with  llfMt 
to  the  other  two. 
The  firsi  reiolniioD  negatived. 
On  the  second  reaolution,  • 
took  place   oa   the   prenous  i 
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ntmelj,  that  the  quettioD  be  put  :-*Ajet 
40 ;  Noes  138  :--Majontj  98. 

List  of  the  Ates. 


Aldam,  W. 
Barclay,  D. 
Barnard,  R.  G. 
Berkeley,  hon.  Capt. 
Bowring,  Dr. 
Brodie,  \V.  B. 
Browney  hon.  W. 
Carnegie,  hon.  Capl. 
Cobden,  R. 
Colebrooke,  Sir  T.  £. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Duncan,  Viict. 
Duncan,  O. 
Duncombe,  T. 
Dundas,  Adro. 
Forster,  M. 
Harrii,  J.  Q. 
Hompbery,  Aid. 
Ingettrie,  Vitct. 
Jobnftofie,  A. 
Lingtton,  J.  H. 
Martin,  J. 


Martin,  T.  B. 
Morrti,  D. 
Norreys,  Sir  D.  J. 
O'Bneo,  C. 
O'Bnen,  J. 
()*Bnen,  W.  S. 
Plumridge,  Capt. 
Powell,  C. 
Pulsford,  R. 
Rawdoo,  Col. 
Roui,  hon.  Capt. 
Hutiell,  Lord  R. 
Stanton,  W.  U. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Tancred,  li.  W. 
Wakley,  T. 
WilUani,  W. 
Woftley,  Lord 

TEI.LEaS. 

Napier,  Sir  C. 
Pecbell,  Capt. 


List  qf  the  ffo%s. 


Adderley,  C.  B. 
AlUi,  J.  P. 
Aotrobus,  E. 
Arbutbnott,  hoD«  H. 
Arkwright,  Q. 
Attwood,  M. 
Bailey,  J. 
Bailey,  J.  jan. 
Baird,  W. 
Baldwin,  C.  B. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
Baring,  rt.  hon.  P.  T. 
Barrington,  Visct. 
Bennett,  J. 
Beotiock,  Lord  G. 
Beresford,  Maj. 
Beroard,  Visct. 
Boldero,  11.  G. 
llortbwick,  P. 
Brotheftoo,J. 
Buckley,  E. 
Boiler,  £. 
Bornntghee,  H.  N. 
Buffeiia^W. 
Cbetwwie,  Sir  J. 
Cliilden,  J.  W. 
Chute,  W.  L.  W. 
elite,  boo.  R.  H. 
Cockbum,  rt.bo.SirO. 
OodmigtoB,  C»«  *«  • 
Coote.SirO.  H. 
Copelaad,  Aid. 
Cony,  riglit  boo.  IL 
Cnppe,  W. 
Cro«e,  T.  B. 
Dalaeny ,  Lord 
Darby,  G. 
Dawnaj,  boo.  W.  H. 


Dickinson,  F  if. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Dowdeswell,  W. 
Duoooonbe,  hon.  A. 
Duncombe,  boo.  O 
Eliot,  Lord 
Eecott,B* 
Estcourt,  T.  G.  B. 
Fitiroy,  Cape 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,  J.  Miloes 
Gladstone,  rt.bo.W.  E. 
Gordon,  boo.  Capt. 
Gore,  M. 
Goring,  C. 

Graham,  rt.  bn.  Sir  J. 
Granby,  Marqueta  of 
Greenall,  P. 
Greene,  T. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Grimsditch,  T. 
Grogan,  E. 
Hale,  R.  B. 
Halfoid,  H. 
Uawllon,  W.  J. 
UarcoortyG.  G. 
llardinge,  rtba.  Sir  11. 
Hardy,  J. 
Hawef,B. 
Hayet,  Sir  E. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Hepbntn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Uefboftf  bon.  S* 
Honldawortb,  T. 
UoUBes,bii.W.A'Ct. 
Hope,  boo.  C. 
Hope,  G.  W« 
JeffoyDy  £ari 


Johnson,  W.  G. 
Jones,  Capt. 
Kemble,  il. 
Knatchbull,rt.h.Sir£. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Lawson,  A. 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lockhart,  W. 
Mackeniie,  T. 
Mabon,  Visct. 
Mainwaring,  T. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Martin,  C.  W. 
Martyn,  C.C. 
Master,  T.  W.  C. 
Masterman.  J. 
Maunsell,  T.  P. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
Mordaunt,  Sir  J. 
Morgan,  O. 
Morrison,  J. 
MundT,  E.  M. 
Nichoil,  rt.  bon.  J. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
Palmer,  R. 
Parker,  J. 
Peel,  rt.  boo.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
PolhiU,  F. 
Pusey,  P. 
Rashlei^,  W. 
Reade,  W.  M. 


Rose,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Round,  C.  G. 
Rusbbrooke,  Col. 
Russell,  C. 
Russell,  J.  D.W. 
Ryder,  hon.  O.  D. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
SomerTUle,SirW.M. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Suunton,  Sir  G.  T. 
Stewart,  J. 
Sutton,  boo.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
Tenneot.  J.  £. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trotter,  J. 

Troubridge,  Sir  E.  T. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Vi?iao,J.  E. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Wilbraham,  hn.  R.  B. 
Winnington,  SirT.  E. 
Wodeboose,  E. 
Wood,C. 
Wood,  Col. 
Wrigbtaon,  W.  B. 
Yorke,  Ikmi.  E.  T. 
Young,  J. 

TCLLias. 
Fremaotle,  Sir  T. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 


On  the  third  reaolution  beiof  put. 
Captain  Pkmhdgt  said,  that  the  third 
reaolution  was  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance, inmimach  as  it  related  to  the 
petty  officers  and  aeamen  being  employed 
in  our  dockyards,  and  the  latter  as  rig- 
gers ;  and  be  waa  of  opinion  that  many 
Don.  Membera  wlio  might  not  Toie  for  the 
two  former  reaolutiona  would  vote  for  thia 
now  before  the  House.  It  waa  not  U^ 
him  to  divide  the  House  on  thia  reaolotioni 
but  he  hoped  the  gallant  Commodore 
would  do  80,  and  he  ahoold  have  much 
satisfaction  in  following  in  bis  wake. 

The  House  alao  divided  for  the  previous 
question,  on  the  third  resolution: — A  yea 
47  ;  Noes  1 39  -.—Majority  92. 

Liii  of  the  ArEa. 


Aldam,  W. 
Barclay,  D. 
Beresford,  Major 
Berkeley,  hon.  Capt, 
Bow  ring.  Dr. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
Browse,  bon.  W. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Carnegie,  bon.  Capt. 
Cobden,  R. 
Colebrooke,  Sir  T.  E. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Duncan,  Viacit 


Duncan,  G. 
Duncombe,  T. 
Duncombe,  boo.  A. 
Duncombe,  hon.  O. 
Dundas,  Admiral 
Forster,  M. 
Harris,  J.  Q. 
Hayes,  Sir  E. 
Hurephery,  Mr.  Ald< 
Ingestrie,  Visei. 
Johnstone,  A. 
Langstoo,  J.  H. 
Manneify  Loid  J, 


i) 
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Martin,  J. 
^lartin,  T.  B. 
Morris,  D. 
MorrisoDy  J. 
Norreys,  Sir  D.  J, 
G'BrieD,  C. 
O'BrieD,  J. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
Pechell,  CapU 
Powell,  C. 
Pulsford,  K, 
Rashleigb,  W. 


Rawdon,  Col. 
Russell,  J^rd  E. 
Russell,  J.  D.  W. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Tancred,  H.  W. 
Wakley,  T. 
Williami,  W. 
Worsley,  Lord 

TELLERS. 

Napier,  Sir  C. 
Plumridge,  Capt. 


LUtoftke  Noes. 


Acton,  Col. 
Addcrley,  C.  B. 
Allix,  J.  P. 
Antrobus,  £. 
Arbuthoott,  boo.  II. 
Arkwrigbt,  G. 
Attwood,  M. 
Bailey,  J. 
Bailey,  J.juo. 
Baird,  W. 
Baldwin,  C.  B. 
Baring,  hon«  W.  B. 
Baring,  rt.  hon.  F.  T. 
Barnard,  £.  G. 
Barrington,  Visct. 
Baskerville,  T.  B.  M. 
Benett,  J. 
Ben ti nek.  Lord  G. 
Bernard,  Visct. 
Blake,  Sir  V. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Borthwick,  P. 
Broad  ley,  H. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Buckley,  E. 
BuUer,  K. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Burroughcs,  H.  N. 
Cbetwode,  Sir  J. 
Childeri.  J.  W. 
Chute,  W.  L.  W. 
Clive,  hon.  R.  H. 
Cockburn,  rt.  hn.  SirG. 
Codrington,  C.  W. 
Compton,  H.  C. 
Coole,  .Sir  C.  H. 
(^upeland,  Mr.  Aid. 
Corrv,  rl.  hon.  II. 
Crippb,  \V. 
Crosic,  T.  B. 
Dalmeoy,  Lord 
Darby,  (i. 

Dawnay,  bun.  W.  II. 
Dickinson,  F.  11. 
Dou(:l4s.  Sir  C  £. 
Dowdeswfll,  \V. 
Khrington,  Viict. 
Kliot,  Lord 
Kscoii,  B. 
K^uourt.  r.  G.  B. 
Feilowtrs,  E. 
Filzroy,  Capt. 
Fuller,  A,  £. 


Gaskell,  J.  Milnes 
Gladstone,  rt.hD.W.£, 
Gordon,  boo.  Capt. 
Gore,  M. 
Goring,  C. 
Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
Granby,  Marquess  of 
Greenall,  P. 
Greene,  T. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Grimsditcb,  T. 
Grogan,  E. 
Hale,  R.  B. 
Ilalford,  II. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Ilarcourt,  G.  G. 
Hardinge,  rt.hoJSir  H. 
Hardy,  J. 
Hawes,  B. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Holmes,  hn.  W.  A'C. 
Hope^  hoD.  C. 
Hope,  G.  W. 
Hornby,  J. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Jones,  Capt. 
Kemble,  H. 
KnatchbuU,  right  hon. 

Sir  E. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Lawson,  A. 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lockh:irt,  W. 
Mackeuiie,  T. 
Malion,  Viscl. 
M.iinwaring,  T. 
Marsham,  Visct. 
Martin,  C.  W, 
Mailyii,  C.  ('. 
Ma»ier.  T.W.I  *. 
Maaterman,  J. 
Maun^cll.  T.  P. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
Mordaunt,  Sir,  J. 
Morgan,  O. 
Mundv,  K.  M. 
Nicholl,  rt.  hon.  J. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
Palmer,  R. 
Ptrkcri  J. 


Peel,  rt.  boo.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Polhill,  F. 
Pusey,  P. 
lUade,W.M. 
Rose,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Round,  C.  G. 
Round,  J. 
Rushbrooke,  Col. 
Russell,  C. 
Ryder,  hon.  O.  D. 
Somerset,  Lord  0. 
SomerTille,SirW.M. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Staunton,  Sir  G.  T. 
Stewart,  J. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
Tennent,  J.  £. 


IVfi    i»  8ir  V.  W. 

TnMbridM,SrK.i: 
TyraU^Siri.  T. 

Wtddnglnp  IL  & 
Wall^CB. 
WiUmlmi,  hiu  B;  B, 
WioninglM,  akX.& 

WoddMNMbB. 

Woodf  C* 
Woodf  Col* 


Yoik«p  ho.  B.  T. 
Tottog^  J. 


FfOttBtlip  Sir  T. 
Cloik,8irO. 


Dbath  op  Jambs  Flanaoait.]    Mi;  IK 
iV.   O'Brien  roie,  panuant  to 
moTe  for^*— 


**  Copy  of  the  verdict  and  dffDoritioH 
by  the  coroner  at  an  inqnott  hM  oo  te  t 
day  of  December,  1841,  on  tbed«tlh  dT 
Flanagan,  at  Clonearl,  in  tbo  King't 
copies  of  all  communications  which  ~ 
place  between  the  Irish  ffovtmmo^  cr  ihi 
inspector-general  of  cooataibalaiyi  tad  At  i^ 
sident  stipendiary  roagistrato,  or  tha  loeri  lm» 
soector  or  sub-inspector  of  poliM^  lalatHtt  la 
tne  death  of  the  said  James  Flanana ; 
copy  of  the  correspondence  which  haa 

rilace  between  Durham  Doalop^  E*4f  M^- 
rish  government,  relative  to  the  daaih  af 
said  James  Flanagan. 


»> 


The  iiarticulart  of  thif 
pcd    in   mystery.     So  far   as  Uia 
had  transpired,  it  appeared  tliat  a 
of   gentlemen    and    officers 
bouse  of  a  gentlemen   named 
near  Philipstown,    King's  Cooa^/ 
mode  an  idiot  boj,  who  ramUed 
dnink,  and  having  besmeared  hia  ( 

with  turpentine,  set  fire  to  theoi  to „ 

htm  nin  fur  their  amusement ;  bat  As  w^ 
suit  was,  that  the  boy  died  from  tha  wjjm* 
rics  which  he  received.  These  cmoHU 
stances  had  been  published  by  the  cdilar  cff 
tlic  Dublin  Monitor,  and  Mr.  DaBli|^ 
the  editor  of  that  papcr,  then  wnHa  to  tfia 
noble  Lord  the  Irish  Secretaiy,  to 
the  Government  intended  to  inatitoto , 
invcstiption,  to  which  the  nofala  Linl 

plied  that  he  did  not  consider  that „_ 

ap|)eared  at  present  anj  groond  for  fiotkar 
investigation  beyond  that  whidi  bad  takm 
place  before  the  coroner ;  but  that  if  Mr. 
Duntop  could  moke  out  a  s  far  inqifcy^ 
the  Government  woi  la  dy  to  nSDialt 
one.    Mr.  I         i  o  tlwi  OB  te 

facaof  II 
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ground   for  inuuiry,  and  he  particularly 
pointe<l  the  noble  Lord's  attention  to  the 
circumstances  that  thirteen  of  the  coroner's 
jury  were  immediate  retainers  of  Mr.  Ma- 
ganu,  and  had  been  summoned  by  his  ser- 
vants ;  that  between  the  period  of  the  oc. 
currence  and  that  of  the  inquest,  one  of 
Mr.  Magann's  scnrants  had  b^  removed, 
80  as  to  be  unable  to  give  evidence,  and 
had   not  since  returned;    and  moreover, 
that  the  character  of  the  evidence  was  in- 
consistent and  unsatisfactory.    The  inquiry 
sought  for  was,  however,  still  denied ;  and 
he  would  now  ask  the  noble  Lord  to  de- 
clare his  own  opinion,  whether  upon  those 
coroner's  notes  any  man  could  come  to  a 
satisfactory  conclusion  on  the  case  }     The 
public  mind  in  Ireland  would  not  be  satis- 
fied  with  80  unsatisfactory  an  investigation 
of  an  occurrence  in  which  the  life  of  a 
fellow-citixcn  had  been  sacrificed.     With 
regard  to  the  individuals,  too,  against  whom 
these  serious  charges  had  been  made,  it  was 
cruel  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
refuse  the  investigation.     He  did  not  wish 
to  express  any  opinion  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case ;  he  confessed  that  at 
first  he  was  inclined  to  say,  that  the  story 
was  incredible ;  and  his  only  doubts  arose 
from  the  mystery  which  had  been  thrown 
around  the  transaction,  and  the  appearance 
of  a  desire  to  conceal  something.     In  this 
country,  by  law,  such  an  occurrence  miut 
have  undergone  at  once  a  special  investiga- 
tion ;  and  unless,  in  Ireland,  such  cases 
were  investiffated  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
the  poor  of  Uiat  country  would  think  that 
justice  was  not  done  to  them.     Whilst  he 
was  on  that  subject,  he  must  say,  that  he 
was  surprised  at  the  course  which  had  been 
recently  adopted  by  the  crown  officers  in 
Ireland  with  regard  to  the  challenging  of 
iurors,  especially  after  what  had  been  stated 
by  the  noble  Lord  in  that  House ;  for  at 
the  very  time  when  the  noUe  Lord  was  in 
that  House  renouncing  the  principle  of 
challenging  jurors  on  the  ground  ot  their 
religion^  a  great  number  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics had  be^  challenged*  apparently  for  no 
other  cause  than  that  they  were  Roman 
Catholics.    The  refusal  of  the  present  in- 
quiry must  produce  an  impression  in  Ire- 
land unfavourable  to  the  Government ;  and 
facts  had  come  to  his  knowledge  subsequent 
to  the  inquest  which,  he  thought,  would 
satisfv  the  Government  that  there  was  a 
case  tor  inquiry.     He,  therefore,  still  seri- 
ously, and  without  any  view  to  party  con- 
tiderations,  called  upon  the  Govomment  to 
gfint  a  full  ioqairy,  with  the  fiew  of  jos> 


tifying  the  officers,  if  they  were  justifiable, 
and,  at  all  events,  with  a  view  of  satiifyuig 
the  justice  of  the  case. 

Lord  EUoi  said,  that  he  was  luippy  to 
state  that  he  did  not  feel  himself  oUiged 
to  oppose  the  motion  of  the  boo.  Gentle- 
man. Upon  that  motion  be  felt  it  bis 
duty  to  offer  some  observations  to  the 
House.  He  thought,  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  have  exercised  a  sound  dia* 
cretion  if  he  had  ascertained  whether  the 
Government  intended  to  resist  bis  motion 
for  the  production  of  papers,  before  he  had 
made  the  statement  he  nad  juat  delivered. 
But  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  believed,  that 
the  administration  of  justice  in  Ireland  of- 
fered a  fair  mark  for  bis  Mows.  The  first 
remark  referred  to  the  paraffraph  in  th« 
Dublin  Monitor.  Now,  if  ue  hon.  Gen- 
tleman thought,  that  it  was  hb  (Lord 
Eliot's)  duty  to  read  all  the  papers  that 
were  published  in  Ireland,  he  confessed 
that  he  was  not  able  to  perform  it.  He 
bad  not  known  until  two  days  after  its 
publication,  of  the  paragraph  which  he 
had  read.  [The  noble  Lord  read  the  para- 
graph, which  is  to  the  effect^  that  a  partv 
of  gentlemen  and  officers  at  a  ^tleman  s 
house  in  King's  County  had  given  opium 
to  their  host,  and  had  subsequently  used 
certain  violence  towards  a  poor  idiot,  who, 
before  he  left  the  room,  was  burnt,  and 
had  subsequently  died.]  On  reading  it  he, 
like  the  hon.  Gentleman,  thought  it  in- 
credible, but  as  it  had  been  stated  on  the 
authority  of  a  respectable  journal,  be  bad 
thought  it  his  auty  to  have  inquiries 
instituted.  He  had  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  coroner  directing  him  to  forward  to 
the  Government  his  notes  upon  the  ln« 
quest,  and  also  to  the  stipendiary  ma- 
gistrate, ^ring  him  instructions  to  make 
every  possible  inquiry.  Mr.  Leigh  Browne, 
the  stipendiary  magistrate,  hadnot  waited 
for  these  instructions,  but  made  a  report 
at  once  to  the  Government,  "That  on 
hearing  of  the  report  of  the  death  of  this 
idiot'' — he  was  not  really  an  idiot,  but 
was  a  sort  of  rillage  jester — "  he  immedi- 
ately went  to  the  place,  and  found  the 
coroner  holding  the  inquest,  and  at  the 
time  swearing  in  the  jury."  The  jury 
consisted  of  twenty-one  persons.  Tm 
witnesses  had  been  closely  cross-examined 
by  the  coroner ;  and  sudi  had  been  his 
attention  to  their  evidence,  that  he  was 
charged  with  baring  put  lesding  questions 
to  them.  The  jury  came  to  an  unanimous 
verdict,  that  tlie  death  of  the  onfortuoata 
naa  was  attrifaiiUble  cutiidy  to  accidaat. 
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The  oorooer  had  gone  throu^  an  exami- 
natiooy  which  had  been  conducted  by  the 
Lord-lieutenant  himself,  and  the  priDcipal 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  and  they  were 
perfectly  satisfied,  that  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  was  a  proper  one.    The  attack  of  the 
lion.  Gentleman  on  the  Irish  fforernment 
was  therefore  entirely  unfoun£d.    As  to 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Dunlop.  the  editor 
of  the  Monitor  newspaper,  as  he  did  not 
object  to  the  production  of  the  paners 
mofed  for,  hon.  Members  could  themselves 
see,  and  could  themselves  judge  it.    Mr. 
Dunlop  bad  |iut  the  paragraph  into  the 
paper,    and    then    baa  written    to   him 
calling  inion  the  Government  to  insti- 
tute a  fiiU  Investigation.    To  Mr.  Dunlop 
he  bad  written  in  answer,  that  the  jury, 
consisting    of  twenty-one    persons,   bad 
found  an  unanimous  verdict,  attributing 
the  death  of  the  poor  roan  to  accident, 
and    that    imless  ne   could    state  some 
grounds  for  again   openioe  the  subject, 
the  Government  tboui^ht  that  they  ought 
not  to  enter  into  it.    Mr.  Dunlop  had  de- 
clined to  ffive   any  further  information 
which  would  have  justified  any  such  in- 
vestigation.    He  said  that   '*he  was  in 
possession  of  information, "  but  his  tetter 
amounted  to  a  mere  commentary  upon  the 
constitution  and  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
jury.     He  said,  that  thirteen  of  the  jury 
were  under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Macann, 
the  gentleman  at  whose  house  this  unfortu- 
nate transaction  had  taken  place.     He  did 
not  know  whether  this  was  so,  or  whether 
it  was  not  so,  but  he  would,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  admit  it.    Then,  if  it  were 
80,  nine  others,  according  to  his  own  ad- 
mission, without  any  such  influence,  had 
arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  the  death 
had  Iwen  the  result  of  accident.  He  would 
•ay  nothing  as  to  the  stipendiary  magis- 
trate, or  as  to  the  very  proper  conmict 
which  he  had  pursued  unaer  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.     Mr.  Dun  lop's  letter 
%ras  a  mere  commentary  upon  the  charac- 
ter (vf  the  jury,  and  upon  the  evidence 
which  they  gave.     He  (Mr.  Dunlop)  did 
not  in  that  Tetter  refer  to  the  evidence  of 
the  surgeon,  nor  to  the  very  important 
circumstance,  that  the  unfortunate  man 
had  survived  for  six  days.     It  was  true, 
that  he  had  been  dancing  and  amusing  the 
company,  running  about  the  mom  with  a 
loose  shirt  about  him,  and  also,  that  he 
was  intoxicated.     But  the  lant  gentleman 
who  saw  him  alive  said,  that  he  saw  him 
lying  upon  the  floor  intoxicated.     It  ap- 
poitdy  thai  subaequeiitly  a  fire  burst  out,  I 


that  the      n  was  1        ,     it  H 

distinctly  bal 

out  by  Mr.  xn      nn.    j     rfaag  i 

days  in  wbich  he  sunrired,  he  Bad  hi 

no  r     tfk  impugning  the  eonteet  if  tm 

of  the  MTtiea  present;  and,  hatot  he iil 

died  he  said,   «« If  it  had  aol 

Mr.      gann  I  should  have 

deatn— £M  bless  him.**   Upoa 

therefore,  he  was  bound  to 

conclusion,  that  there  wai 

foul  play,  or  of  an  intentioB  to 

part  of  this  transaction.    But 

one  circumstance  which  he  ibumgjblt 

unimportant    Mr.  Macann,  whnae  i 

duct  had  been  prindpJly  iasp^gM^  ki| 

thought  fit  to  take  the  only 

to  him — to  institute  an  acdon  iv< 

against  the  proprietor  and  edtor  if 

mtper  which  liaa  published  the 

The  action  he  baa  instituted  wna 

criminal  information  ;  but  it' 

for  damages  on  the  ground  efllhel,i 

opposing  part?  would  be  called 

Slead  the  trutn  as  a  iustificatioai 
ering  that  the  jury  nad  decided,  thnft  the 
fatal  termination  of  the  unhaMV  I 
was  accidental  death,  and  that  toe 
man  principally  concerned  hadii 
an  action  which  would  lead  to  a 
and  fuller  inquiry,  he  thought  that 
Government  had  no  grouncb,  awl 
not  be  justified  in  directing  any 
investigation.  He  hoped,  that  as  the 
tion  for  the  papers  was  not 
had  now  said  enough.  He  ahvaye 
for  every  investigation  into  caasa  ef  tkia 
nature,  and,  therefore,  be  had  not  oppanal 
the  motion.  But  he  thought,  that  he  kai 
said  enough  to  induce  the  Houae  to 
pend  its  judgment,  if  not  to  peranale 
to  think,  that  the  Govemmeat  lol 
upon  no  such  principle  as  that  with 
they  had  been  charged— of  haviu  o 
for  the  rich  and  another  for  tne 
Inhere  was  no  ground  for  the  innot^iaao 
which  the  boo.  Gentleman  had  thaewB 
out.  He  had  made  simply  a  asotieB  ftr 
the  production  of  papers,  but  in  hia  snaadl 
he  had  directed  the  attention  of  the  Henao 
tu  a  variety  uf  topics,  having  no  jaasnUo 
connection  with  that  motioo.  He  hat 
alluded  to  certain  trials  during  the  laH 
assises;  but  first  be  had  refemdto  Hm 
dismissal  (»f  certain  stipendiary  aMgie* 
trati!^  by  the  present  Oorernasent,  Om 
this  fiubject  he  could  info  n  the  Ihoea^ 
that  there  were  precisely 
of  stipendiary  magistrates  now  as 
were  at  this  time  last  year. 
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had  been  reduced  had  beeo  appointed  br  I 
the  late  GoTeroment  in  1S41.  They  had 
been  led  to  belieTe,  that  during  the  pre- 
ceding years  the  country  was  in  a  state  of 
great  tran<|uillity»  and  they  only  reduced 
the  number  to  that  amount  to  which  it 
had  been  reduced  in  those  years,  and  which 
was  thought  necessary  for  the  due  pre- 
serration  uf  peace.  With  regard  to  the 
trials,  not  baring  been  upon  the  spot,  and 
having  had  no  notice  of  the  present  motion, 
he  confessed,  that  he  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  meet  the  statements  of  the  hon.  Gen« 
tieman.  In  this  respect,  he  thought,  that 
the  bun.  Gentleman  had  not  acted  fairly 
towards  him,  in  introducing  these  topics; 
but  if  he  would  bring  them  forward,  he 
would  promise  to  ffire  him  the  best  in« 
formation.  He  dia  not  know  whether  he 
had  satisfied  the  House  as  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Gorernment,  but  he  hoped  that,  at 
any  rate,  he  had  said  enough  to  induce  the 
House  to  suspend  iu  judgment  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  C  Powell  did  not  charge  these 
young  Gentlemen  with  premeditated  cru- 
elty ;  but  he  was  of  opinion,  that  to  act  as 
the  Goremment  had  done,  certainly  was 
not  the  way  that  a  Government  ought  to 
act  which  wished  to  show  the  population 
that  protection  should  be  given  them,  and 
that  their  arms  were  stretched  out  to  de- 
fend them  against  the  rich.  He  hoped  the 
noble  Lord  would  not  onlv  give  the  papers, 
but  have  the  matter  fully  investigated; 
and  lie  was  quite  certain,  that  when  the 
noble  Lord  perused  all  the  papers  relative 
to  the  matter,  he  would  not  come  to  the 
same  conclusion  that  the  corooar's  jury 
had  done. 

Mr.  V*  Stuart  observed,  that  the  coro* 
oar's  inquest  was  by  fiir  the  most  coostitu- 
tiooal  mode  of  inquiry,  for  a  person  ap- 
poinled  by  the  Government  might  be 
biassed  by  them  j  and  unless  there  were 
very  stroof  grounds  indeed  shewn  for  say- 
ing that  this  jury  had  not  done  their  duty, 
the  verdict  ought  not  to  be  upset. 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  that  if  the  oorooer*a 
jury  had  not  done  their  duty,  the  friends 
or  relatives  of  this  unfortunate  man  might 
prefer  an  indictment,  notwithstanding  the 
verdict  If  the  coroner  was  aware,  that 
thirteen  of  the  jury  wen  tenants  of  Mr. 
Magann,  it  was  quite  unjustifiable  in  him 
to  allow  them  to  remain  on  it.  With  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  execu- 
tive, he  was  bound  tn  state»  that  there  was 
nothing  on  the  hee  of  the  inquisition  or 
the  d^ostlioos  cricniaied  to  show,  that 


the  Government  ought  to  go  into  a  further 
investigation. 
Question  agreed  to. 

The  RmAL  PoLirB.]  Mr.  T,  Dun* 
combe,  on  rising  to  move,  pursuant  to  no- 
tice, 

'^  For  copies  of  all  letlsrt  and  conmuoica- 
tiooi  that  have  pai»sd  betwssn  tbt  Secretary 
of  Slate  for  the  Homt  Depailiaent  and  tbt 
chief  coDstable  or  toy  roagittrate  of  the  covnty 
of  Norfolk  or  city  of  Norwich,  from  October 
last  to  the  present  time,  relative  to  the  coodoct 
of  the  rural  police  of  that  county  in  the  appre- 
hension of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Saith,  on  a 
charge  of  vacancy,'' 

said,  that  he  should  state,  u  concisely  as 
possible,  the  circumstancea  which  gave  rise 
to  his  motion »  and  the  complaints  be  had 
to  make,  and  he  thought,  that  when  the 
House  had  heard  these  they  would  agree 
with  him,  that  conduct  more  cruel,  more 
illegal,  or  more  unconstitutional,  could  not 
be  well  imagined,  and  that  if  it  were  to  be 
allowed,  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  which 
in  this  country  we  were  in  the  haMt  of 
boasting  of,  might  certainly  exist  in  name^ 
but  not  in  reality,  in  those  countries  where 
the  rural  police  wu  established  The  nn. 
fortunate  individual  in  question,  without 
shoes  or  stockings,  and,  indeed,  without  n 
shirt  on  hb  back,  was  found  wandering 
through  the  streets  of  Norwich  with  two 
pahr  of  handcuffs  on,  and  he  was  there- 
upon, naturally  enough,  taken  before  a  mn* 
gistrate  by  the  police  of  the  dtjr,  in  order 
to  account  for  his  handcuA.  His  account 
of  himself  was,  that  on  the  preceding  day 
he  had  beeo  taken  up  br  one  of  the  runu 
police  as  he  was  going  along  the  road  to  a 
nurmer*s  house,  where  he  expected  to  sell 
some  books  or  tracta  whidi  he  had  with 
him.  The  rural  policeman  asked  him  what 
he  had  to  do  with  tracts,  and  also  asked 
where  his  hawker's  license  was  }  He  an- 
swered, **  I  have  none."  It  was  not  very 
likely  that  a  man  should  have  a  hawker^s 
license  who  had  no  shoes  to  his  fhet,  or  a 
shirt  to  his  back.  On  thn  the  policeman 
immediatelv  put  the  handcufls  upon  him« 
and  took  bim  to  a  fkrmer's  house,  where 
he  chained  him  by  the  wrists  to  the  manger 
in  the  stable.  It  seemed  that  the  policeman 
had  a  warrant  to  execute  at  Yarmouth,  and 
having  thus  ^^tened  the  man  in  this  way  to 
the  manger — which  he  believed  was  much 
more  ill^al  than  the  act  of  selling  tiactt 
without  a  license  be  went  to  the  constn- 
Ue'b  wife  (as  he  said),  but  who  turned  out 
to  be  the  wife  of  a  penon  who  had  faiBerljr 
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been  coniUble,  sad  told  her 
a  plice,  where  she  would  find  k  man 
diaineil  to  the  maoger  in  the  itable,  ud 
to  feed  him  at  (wo  o'clock,  for  that  he 
could  not  Btay  then,  having  to  go  to  Var- 
nonth,  whence  he  (honld  not  be  back  till 
night.  Some  time  afterwards  the  fanner, 
as  it  wai  said,  had  gone  into  the  stable 
and  wreoched  the  ring  to  which  the  man 
was  chained,  and  let  bim  go.  It  appeared, 
that  this  was  not  done  by  the  farmer,  but 
by  some  other  person ;  but,  whoerer  it 
was,  he  would  lay  that  he  would  be  justilied 
in  doing  it.  For  if  men  are  illegally 
chained  and  illegally  detained  in  a  prirate 
stable  at  the  caprics  of  an  iadiridual,  any 
man  or  any  body  of  men  would  be  justiHed 
in  coming  to  their  rescue,  eren  ifpulling 
down  the  ataUe  was  the  consequence. 
The  man  was  af^rwards  carried  before 
Captain  Money,  a  magistrate  of  the  dty 
of  Norwidi,  who,  on  hearing  the  cir- 
cumstancea,  lejwrtcd  them  to  Colonel 
Okes,  the  chief  constable  of  the  Norfolk 
rural  police,  llio  policeman  next  came 
and  claimed  bis  victim.  He  was  carried 
before  another  magistrate.  He  was 
asked,  "  Were  you  selling  tracts  with. 
out  a  license  ?"  "  I  was,"  said  he.  The 
magiitrate  then,  no  his  own  confesBton, 
•entenced  him  to  a  month's  imprisonment 
He  admitted,  that  such  selling  wu  an  act 
of  vagrancy,  and  tlmt  the  magutrate  could 
not  help  doing  as  he  did.  The  man,  how- 
ever, was  committed  fur  a  month ;  but 
Captain  Money,  thinking  that  some  in- 
quiry into  the  policeman's  conduct  ought 
to  take  place,  made  a  refireseatatinn  to 
Colonel  Obca.  Now,  he  did  not  mean  to 
say  anything  against  Colonel  Okes,  who 
was,  as  far  as  be  had  bad  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  him,  a  benevolent  and  esti- 
mable individual  ;  and  during  the  time  he 
was  in  the  army,  he  was  a  most  diitin. 
guishcd  (jtlircr.  Thcrcfort-, 
I  had   committed 
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to  such 


loti 


one,  itappeareai 

than  102  of  t 

county  of  Norfolk.     Wdl, 

had   a  i  ilicacT   kboat   ini 

conduct   of  tn! 

(whoBe  name  by  ooiDOdma 


aa  that  of  the  vagrant  whan  1»  hti  am* 

IW 

posed  for  the  command  of  the  rani  fMn 


preheaded),  because  k  kai  «UmI«| 


his  appointment  when  ba  i 

posed  tor  the  command  of  tl 

of  the  district    But  th*  nr.  Ib^  I  _  __, 

of  Blofield,  it  appeared,  bad  a  riflliiiha 

for  the  man  Smith,  who  wh  Ui  pnlmL 


He   had,   in   ftct,   j 

Colonel  Okea  appdatiag  Snith  tm  tha 
police,  and  Colonel  Okea  hmrinm  yUWL 
the  man  was  appointed.  Now,  ■•  M^B 
not  venture  to  siy  what  bad  i 
Colonel  Okes'a  mind ;  bat  * 
think,  that  Cdooel  Okes  ■ 
felt,  when  the  facta  came  bafbra  Un,  j 
the  treatment  of  the  individiMl,  wIm  I 
been  manacled  and  chained  to  a  i 
had  been  moat  cruel  and  il 
aa  it  did  before  there  bad  b 
tigatioo  into  the  merila  of  tl 
befurc  the  man  had  been  taken  I 
maffistrate  for  examinatioa  on  tin  d 
made  asainst  him.  Colonel  Okm 
hands  the  man  over  to  Smhh'a  h 
the  rev.  Mr.  Bortoa,  of  Blofidd.^ 
rev.  Mr.  Borton  investigated  the  cbm 
in  a  tetter  sent  by  bim  to  CapCma  1 
through  Colonel  Okesi  be  aaya:— 

"  I  met  Mr.  Francis  u  he  pasaad  dowa  te 
ilreet  of  Norwich,  and  I  asked  him  10  |h«  Ha 
assistance  in  invesiifstinf  the  case." 


•hit  bid  >>iri  h 
ibotbtnJhfdl 
lh>_i>til>MiM« 

liTidial,  wb  tal 
Dcd  toa  ■Mat; 

ill<«il,o<enCi 
1  Ian  ur  inif 

oTtbica^ai 


caae,  they  wen  crrora  nther  on  the  ri^lit 


And  to  trbtt  ooncliuim  did  tka  nelH 

of  Bloticid,  come  i    To  what  coMiiriM 

did  the  Houie  uippoM  he  cue  tg,  wilfc 

........     nepect  to   the  cue,  the    cinOBMHVea 

Mm.;    -'"h'oh.he,  hiddcrihedf    Wly. 
in  .h;.   woctiimed  the  poltcenun  ■  c — * — *    ' 


conduct  of  the  man  who  had 


ide:    lt.|,vcared,th.thi,re«««(ornot   "   '''   -hick  the  n(ht  boa. 
.Uhiog  to  io«.ti«.tc  the  cue  w»,  th.t    ""  "»"»  S™J"'T.  oe  lay  -ai 
he  h.d  h«i  »me  diffcreoce  of  opioioo  .ilh    ">l"'°ljl  ■"«■  "he  .  ~  "^ 
another  oagi.lnte  -ilh  rrfctjna.  to  the    ',""  "''  ■^""J"  >«  'J'«»^-";, 

pnipriely   of  .nnointing   thi.  rcry  „.„,    f"h«  """ho  hid  Uke.  upea  bi 

Smtth  (the  .uiTrintendent)  in  tL  «r.f  h."dc»ff .  men,  .ndch.tn  him  taaj— IT 
initance.  Wb.t  did  Colonel  Ole,  do.>  ^E"  'h'"  H  been  aa,  m^dp*. 
Why,  he  niitned  the  ™.  in  onction  to  ,  ^S"™  '  m^.tnte.  Bat  bearlba  ». 
that  tcry  m.gitfrate.  the  re.,  ilr.  Borton,  I  "'•  """^  ■  °"  ""^ 
of  BlolieU.  N„.  Norfolk,  it  »pp„rcd,  I  "  u.  ,l,e  .hoi,  il  .ppea™  to  .^  lad  i. » 
ban  the  ulTintagt  of  |am.in|;  a  great ,  did  lo  Mr.  Fr.nci^  ihu  ihen  ii  no  |iaaa<  if 
UNindance  of  what  aie  called  clerical  jnn-  conpliint  whatcret  igiiut  Ihl  npmiM^ 
tiocs.    By  a  ivturn  pmcaled  dunag  tbe  1  deiL" 


^ 


I08I 


Thi  Rural  Polka.  {Maecb  22}  Tk$  Rurol  Pdki.        1082 


He  should  be  very  anxious  to  heir  what 
the  right  hoD.  Barooet,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  would 
sav  on  the  subject,  whether  he,  too,  would 
think  that  there  was  noblame  attributable 
to  the  man  who  had  acted  in  this  manner. 
But  what  happened  after  this  ?  It  ap- 
peared, that  another  magistrate  for  tnc 
city  of  Norwich,  (Mr.  Palmer^  a  barrister, 
heard  of  the  case,  and  to  nis  surprise, 
found  that  the  rer.  Mr.  Borton  was 
not  on  the  police  committee  of  the  county. 
If  Colonel  Okes,  from  the  motives  before 
stated,  did  not  like  to  investigate  this 
particular  case  himself,  then  it  ought  to 
bare  gone  before  the  police  committee  of 
the  county,  and  not  to  the  rev.  Mr. 
Borton,  who  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  it  Upon  this,  Mr.  Palmer  wrote 
to  the  rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  another  of  these 
clerical  magistrates,  to  this  effect  :— 

**  I  with  you  would  look  into  this  case,  as 
yoQ  are  at  the  head  of  the  police  committee  of 
the  county ." 

To  this  letter  Mr.  Wilson  replied,  that 
the  complaint'  should  be  laid  before  the 
committee  on  the  first  day  of  meeting,  bat 
could  not  say  when  that  would  be.  The 
affair  then  went  oo  to  the  month  of  July, 
at  which  time  occurred  the  summer  assises 
for  the  city  of  Norwich.  Mr.  Palmer,  being 
a  barrister,  was  cminsel  there  for  two  other 
men,  and  in  the  evidence  adduced  on  their 
trial,  some  evidence  of  an  important  na- 
ture was  elicited.  The  man  Smith  was 
examined,  and  to  what  was  then  elicited, 
he  bened  to  call  the  particular  attention 
of  the  House,  as  showing  what  a  dangerous 
power  was  possessed  by  these  rural  police. 
The  policeman  was  examined  as  to  conver. 
sations  he  had  held  with  prisoners  after 
their  apprehension,  and  fnevious  to  their 
examination.  He  maintained,  that  any 
conversation  that  might  be  held  between 
a  policeman  and  a  man  handcuftd  and 
chained,  as  it  appears  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  be,  ought  not  to  be  admitted  as 
evidence  in  acourtof  jtistioe.  Mr.  Palmer, 
however,  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  the 
right  hoo.  Home  Secretary  on  the  subject, 
said, — 

*'  At  tlie  Isftt  Session*  Smith  wasa  witoeu  in 
the  cases  of  Dingle  and  another,  and  he  stated, 
that  It  was  the  practice  of  the  police  to  hand* 
cuff  pri.ioners  to  mangers,  and  that  on  two  or 
tlire«  occasions,  they  had  left  them  so  hand- 
cuffed for  ftii  or  seven  boars.*' 

Thereforei  the  case  he  now  complained 


of  was  not  a  solitary  case.  There  wu  also 
another  case  of  another  policeman.  A  pri- 
soner, named  Tite,  bad  been  apprehended 
for  a  burglary,  and  it  appeared,  that  the 
policeman  handcuffed  the  man  to  his  bed- 
post  on  the  Saturday  night,  where  he  was 
obliged  to  keep  him  during  the  whole  of 
Sunday  ;  but  on  the  Sunday  night,  it  ap- 
peared, he  took  compassion  upon  him,  so 
far  as  to  allow  him  to  get  into  the  bed } 
but  he  then  handcuffed  him  to  his  arm. 
This  was  the  system  pursued  by  the  police 
of  the  county  of  Noitulk.  Was  this  the 
system  on  which  the  rural  police  of  the 
country  was  based  ?  To  continue  his 
narrative  of  the  fiurts,  however,  it  ap- 
peared that  Mr.  Palmer,  getting  no  satis- 
^tory  answer  from  the  rural  police  com- 
mittee of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  wrote  to 
the  right  hoo.  Baronet,  the  Seaetary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department ;  and  he 
here  must  observe,  that  he  really  thought 
Mr.  Palmer  deserved  the  thanks  of  the 
country  at  large  for  so  doing.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet,  of  course,  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  his  letter,  and  promised  an  in. 
vestigation.  He  very  properly  fulfilled 
liis  promise  by  instituting  an  invettigi- 
gation.  Not  knowing,  however,  the  whole 
of  the  drcumstanees  of  the  cam,  as  fiur  as 
the  magistrates  on  the  spot  were  ooo- 
oemed,  be  referred  the  matto*  for  invaeti* 
gation  in  such  a  manner  that  the  ^^'H'miaw 
of  the  committee  was  no  other  person  than 
the  rev.  Mr.  Borton,  the  rector  of  Bto- 
field,  whom  he  had  abready  roentiooad  as 
the  patron  of  the  policeman  Smith.  What 
report  that  committee  made  to  the  Hoose 
Secretary,  he  could  not  tell;  bat  Mr. 
P^mer  called  upon  him  to  state  what  hit 
opinion  of  the  case  was.  The  right  hoo. 
Baronet's  answer  was,  that  he  had  made 
such  a  communication  as  he  thought  the 
case  required,  not  sayinff  whether  he  ap- 
proved or  disaoproved  of  Uie  conduct  of  toe 
nural  police  of  the  county  of  Norfolk*  He 
contended  that  that  was  not  a  proper 
answer  for  the  right  boo.  Barooet  the 
Hoose  Secretary  to  give  to  Mr.  Palnier,  a 
nuigistrate,  under  such  drcomstaooei^ 
when  he  had  nuide  a  compbuot  upoo  pub- 
lie  grounds,  and  one  which  did  not  rest 
upon  the  single  instance  of  the  soperin- 
tendant  Smith,  but  upon  what  was  shown 
to  be  the  geotfal  custon  of  the  rural  po- 
lice of  the  coooty  of  NorfolL  Hecertably 
thought,  that  the  right  hoo.  Barooet,  ooder 
such  circumstaocea,  might  haveseotto  Mr. 
Pklmer  a  coof  of  the  oommunicatioos  that 
had  takeo  fbm  upoo  the  aulgact    Vwr, 
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howe? er,  be  it  from  him  to  assume  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  approved  the  cruel  con- 
duct of  these  policemen ;  he  felt,  on  the 
contrary,  assured  that  when  thev  did  see 
the  communications  that  had  tavcn  place 
they  would  find  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
recording  his  decided  disapproval  and  cen- 
Kurc  of  huch  proceedings  as  these  on  the 
|)art  of  the  rural  police — he  was  sure  he 
shoulil  find  the  right  hon.  Baronet  declar- 
ing  that  the  rural  police  were  a  rural  dis- 
grace and  a  scandal  to  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk. He  felt  that  he  had  already  said 
sufficient  to  convince  the  House  that  the 
subject  which  he  had  now  brought  forwanl 
was  one  fit  for  inouiry,  and  that  thev 
ought,  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  li- 
berty— as  the  depositories  of  the  subject's 
wrongs,  and  the  protectors  of  his  rignts^- 
to  hiive  the  fullest  information  upon  this 
case,  and  copies  of  the  documents  con« 
necte<I  with  it.  He  should,  therefore  con- 
clude by  moving  for,-— 

"  Copies  of  all  letters  and  communications 
tlut  have  passed  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  the  diief 
constable,  or  any  magistrate  of  the  county  of 
Norfolk  or  city  of  Norwich,  from  October  last 
to  the  present  time,  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
the  rural  police  of  that  county  in  the  appre- 
hension of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Smith  on  a 
charge  of  vagrancy." 

Sir  J.  Graham  said,  he  did  not  know, 
whether  any  Member  for  the  county  of 
Norfolk  would  like  to  reply  to  the  ex  varte 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for  rins« 
iHiry  ;  hut  his  own  acquaintance  with  the 
ficts  was  very  rec*ent,  and  principally  con- 
iinetl  to  the  commuiiicacion  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Palmer.  That  statement 
had  appeared  to  him  to  present  facts  re- 
quiring inveHtifrntion  and  explanation  ; 
and,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  did 
call  upon  the  magistriites  for  junne  explan- 
ation. That  explanation  he  rercivc<l,  and 
having  received  it,  he  tlimi^rht  it  his  duty 
to  esprett-s  an  opiiiion  u|miii  thi*  fiicts  of  the 
case.  It  was  quite  true.  that,  not  liav. 
ing  hnd  any  further  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Palmer  in  the  matter,  than  fnmi  his 
lieing  a  magistrate  and  having  sent  home 
the  in  formation »  he  did  not  feel  railed  u|Min 
to  make  known  to  that  gentleman  the 
result  of  the  investigation  into  the  cane. 
but,  so  ht  fn»m  hesitating  to  pniiluee  the 
dmMiments  re<|uired,  he  thought  it  neoes- 
Hary.  in  justice  to  the  partim,  that  they 
HhfMild  be  pnMlured.  Inridnitally,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Fiuhbiiry  had  thcMiglit  fit 
10  reflcd  generally  upon  the  character  of 


a  large  portion  of  the  magtatracr  of  tli0 
county  of  Norfolk,  but  heappearaa  to  hat^ 
no  other  complaint  asainst  them,  than  that 
they  were  what  he  liad  called  ''derini 
justices."  l*he  hon.  Member  had  alio 
expressed  his  own  riews  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  peace  was  to  be  kept  and  Che 
laws  maintained,  by  recommending  tiM 
wholesale  pulling  aown  of  bolMingi  in 
which  prisoners  might  happen  to  be  eon- 
fined.  He  must,  howevert  at  the  umtt 
time,  admit,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  bad 
done  fiill  justice  to  the  character  uf  Colonel 
Okes,  than  whom  a  more  humane  anl 
excellent  officer  was  not  to  be  fbund  In  tha 
profession.  He  had,  by  his  adniinielti^ 
tion,  conciliated  the  good  will  of  the  great 
body  of  the  inhabitants.  He  nuat  tJim 
say,  that  neither  the  maalitratea  of  tha 
county  of  Norfolk,  nor  the  Rural  Pdioa 
Committee  had  anything  to  apprehend 
from  the  production  of  thedotmmenta,and 
he  felt,  that  be  should  beat  eooiulttlM 
feelings  of  the  magistrates,  and  alto  of 
Colonel  Okes,  by  producing  thoae  docu- 
ments ;  and  when  they  were  on  tha  Table, 
it  would  be  for  the  House  to  dcdda  wha- 
ther  the  several  parties  had  dieehaifad 
their  duty. 

Mr.  Burrough^gf  being  a  leprewntaiiia 
of  the  district,  where  tl^  eireoHMtaaoea 
had  occurred,  had  thought  it  hb  doty  la 
write  to  the  right  hon.  tha  Hona  Saor^ 
ury,  and  to  express  the  dcsirs  af  tha 
magistrates  of  the  county  of  NorMb  to 
have  these  fiapers  produced.  Until  thoaa 
papers  were  on  the  Table,  he  would  alto- 
gether abstain  from  the  discussion,  aieept 
to  observe,  that  they  would  be  fbund,  if 
not  entirely  to  contradict,  at  all  atanto 
materislly  to  alter  the  OMnplexion  af  tha 
rx  parte  statement  of  the  Imn.  Marobsr  far 
Fiosburv. 

m 

Returns  ordered. 

Thb  Ponn-Law — Gilbert  Uiiiohs.1 
(^apt.iin  IWheii,  who  had  given  notios  nf 
a  motion  for  certain  returns  relatlva  to 
unions  incorporated  under  Oilhert's  Act, 
said,  he  had  a  petition  to  present  from  tha 
guaniians  of  the  poor  in  the  city  of  Chi* 
Chester,  signeil  by  twenty.two  of  thair 
ImnIv.  ill  favour  of  their  local  act.  and 
depre<-ating  ony  interference  of  the  Poor* 
law  Comnii^ftioncni  to  abrogate  the  pra- 
visionH  of  that  statute.  The  petitioners 
stateil,  that  they  understood  the  Govern* 
ment  were  ahmit  to  intniduoein  thair  Naw 
Tour-law  Hill,  pruvisi<His  that  would 
interfere  with  their  jurisdietiaa.    Tha  ban. 
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aad  gallant  Gentleman  went  on  to  tay, 
that  when  on  a  former  efening  the  subject 
to  which  thit  petition  referred,  was  under 
discussion,  from  the  silence  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Secretsrjr  of  State  for 
the   Home  DepaKment,  he  was  induced 
now  to  more  for  certain  returns  relatire 
to  the  unions  incorporated  under  Gilbert's 
Act,  and  also  under  local  acts,  because 
undoubtedly  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  at  the 
head  of  the  Goremment,  In  his  speech  on 
the  same  evening,  did   imply,  that    the 
unions  which  still  eiisted  under  the  Gil- 
bert Act  would  form  a  topic  of  discussion. 
The  right  hon.    lUuronet  urged,  that  as 
those  unions  were  only  twelre  in  number, 
it  was  competent  to  the  House  to  consider 
whether  they  should  remain  or  not.     The 
petitioners  from  the  city  of  Chichester  had 
already  taken  the  alarm  as  to  the  inten- 
tions of  Government,  which  he  imagined 
were  decidedly  in  favour  of  repealing  the 
22nd  of  Georffe  3rd,  relating  to  the  man* 
agement  of  the  poor.     For,  no  doubt,  if 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  had  had  any  intelligeaee  of 
a  pleasing  description  to  communicate  as 
to  the  difTereooe  there  was  between  the 
Poor-law  Bill  of  this  Session  and  the  pra- 
sent  law,  he  would  have  conmuBicated 
that  intention  to  the  public  htfon  now, 
and  in  the  absence  of  any  such  statement 
of  the  Intention  of  the  Gownimeot,  he 
was  entitled  to  assume  that  it  was  the 
determination  of  the  Govemosent  to  repeal 
those  statutes  undrr  which  the  poor  of  so 
many  parishes  had  been  governed  to  the 
satitfaction  of  the  rate-payers,  as  well  as 
to  those  who  received  relief;  and  be  held 
himself  to  be  f  ntitled  to  assume,  from  the 
ssme  cause,  that  the  right  boo.  Baronet 
meant  to  pursue  the  saase  eoarss  with 
regard  to  local  acts  generally.      If  the 
Gilbert  Act  was  toodid,  the  time  would 
not  be  very  (kt  distant  when  the  local  acts 
would  be  touched  also— they  would  attack 
the  weak  first,  beginning  with  those  unfor- 
tunate parishes  that  had  not  the  weight  in 
the  Hooss  which  the  parishes  governed 
under  local  acts  had.     Hut  the  right  boo. 
Baronet,  the  Secretary  for  the  Hone  De- 
partment, very  nssdlssily  tiM  other  even- 
ing   had    endeavoured    to    create    sons 
amuseoMnt  by  adverting  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  poor-rates  in   the  town  of 
Brighton.     He  had  then  endenvoarsd  to 
explain,  as  ^  as  the  time  would  albw, 
some  of  the  charges  which  the  right  hon. 
Bamnet  had  made  against  the  guardians 
sf  the  poor  in  that  town.    He  hid  been 
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prevented,  bv   the  nature  of  the  discus- 
sion, firom  doing  that  satisfiictorily,  and  ha 
would  take  the  present  opportunitir  to 
make  a  few  remarlcs.     In  tne  first  plaee, 
he  entirely  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  that  the  discussions  on  this  sub- 
ject should   not  be  allowed  to  assume  a 
party  character,  and  the  right  hon.  Bnro. 
net,  in  the  charges  he  had  made,  had  not 
directed  his  complaints  particularly  against 
either  Tory  or  Liberal  overseers,     it  hap- 
pened, however,  that  the  comphunt  of  tne 
right  hon.  Baronet  applied  to  Tory  over- 
seers, and  he  was  as  willing  to  defend 
tliem,  as  if  they  had  been  of  the  contrary 
politics.     In  reply  to  his  obsenrations  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  expenses  of 
the  management  of  the  poor  of  Brighton, 
had  been  reduced  during  the  last  Hre 
years,  the  right  hon.  Baraiet  undertook 
to  mj,  that  certain  expenses  had  oocurred 
which  would  not  have  been  tolerated  by 
the  Poor-law  Commimioners ;  and  he  had 
instanced   certain  dinners  and  luncheons 
given   at  Brighton;   and   he  said   alsO| 
that  a  charge  of  24/.    had   been   nuida 
for  a   ptrish  officer  coming  to    L4»doo 
on  the  birth  of  the  Prineem  Royal.    The 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  other  emJag,  in 
answering  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Member  fbr  Ner&ampeen,  had  laid  It  down 
that  hon.  Members  should  be  eareAil  of 
their  facta  before  making  any  statement. 
But  the  right  hon.  Bsronet  bed  not  hha- 
sslf  bsen  very  careful  as   rsgardsd    his 
dmrges  with  lefbrenee  to  the  rose*water 
and  eau  de  Cologne,  and  other  etpenaes, 
which  he  said  had  bsen  impropsriy  paid 
by  the  overseers.    Now,  tlie  accounts  of 
1837  were  brought  before  the  festry,  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  invnetignle 
them  ;    therefore,  it  appeared,  thai  the 
Poor-law  Commissioners  were  not  wanlsd. 
The  committee  investigated  the  matlsr, 
the  obfectionahle  items  were  disallowed, 
and  the  Tory  gormandiaers  wore  thrown 
upon  their  own  resourcss.    So  that  instoid 
of  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  being  any  argument  against  the 
management  of  the  parochial  system  of 
Brighton,  it  aetoally  went  the  othtf  way, 
and  proved  the  eaeellence  nf  the  systsm  of 
oontroL    As  soon  as  the  abuses  wers  de» 
tccted,  town  meetings  were    held,    and 
▼estry  meetings*  and  heiHw  then  had  been 
two  meetings,  tlie  aeoounta  were  renodi- 
ated,  and  t£i  abuam  put  an  end  to.    Thus 
the  kical  acts  gave  every  power,  and  the 
Poor-law  Commimioners  wers  netrsquirsd. 
New,  with  mgard  to  the  Conrt  diesB^  it 
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appeared,  that  in  1840,  an  address  was 
unanimously  voted  to  her  Majesty,  not  on 
the  birth  {of  the  Princess  Royal,  as  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  erroneously  stated 
but  on  the  occasion  of  her  escape  from  the 
attempt  of  Oxford  upon  her  life.  That 
address  was  agreed  to  at  a  town  meeting, 
and  was  expressive  of  the  abhorrence  of 
the  meeting  of  that  attempt.  It  was  fur- 
ther ordered:—- 

''That  the  bigh-conttable  do  present  the 
tame,  and  charge  hb  expenies  in  the  ac- 
counts." 

Those  expenses  were  so  charged,  and 
the  Court  dress  was  one  of  the  items. 
The  accounts  were  laid  before  a  meeting, 
pursuant  to  the  act  of  George  drd,  and 
It  was  resolved,  that  they  should  be  paid. 
After  payment,  they  went  before  another 
vestry,  and  tbey  were  allowed.  Thus 
they  were  twice  considered  and  agreed  to. 
But  the  vote  of  a  vestry  could  not  legal- 
ise that  which  was  in  itself  illegal.  The 
ri^ht  hon.  Baronet  would  concede  that 
this  expenditure,  if  it  was  an  abuse,  was  at 
least  not  an  abuse  which  the  inhabitants 
were  unable  of  themselves  to  correct  i  f  they 
pleased,  and,  further,  that  it  was  by  no 
means  an  abuse  of  so  gross  a  kind  as  was 
said  to  exist  in  difierent  unions  under  the 
new  law.  It  was  not,  for  instance,  such  an 
abuse  as  the  flogging  at  Hoo^it  was  not 
such  an  abuse  as  was  said  to  exist  at  East- 
bourne or  at  Sevenoaks;  and  he  must  say, 
that  he  thought  it  was  gfiing  rather  to  an 
extreme  to  oJl  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  matter  in  such  a  manner  as  to  imply 
that,  because  one  such  abiiite  had  occurrea, 
therefore  the  affairs  of  all  the  (filbert  and 
local  unions  must,  nea^ssarily,  be  mis- 
managed. But  to  return  to  the  subject  of 
his  motion.  The  papers  he  asked  for 
would  show  the  number  of  the  unions  ex- 
isting under  the  Gilbert  Act  and  the  differ- 
ent local  acts.  The  right  hoo.  Baronet  had 
the  other  night  repudiated  the  accuracy  of 
the  figures  he  had  i|nneef!.  Now,  they 
had  been  chiefly  taken  fmni  a  return  moved 
for  by  the  noble  Ijord  the  Member  for 
Monmouthshire,  which  certainly  gave  an 
accurate  account  of  the  numbcr'of  persons 
living  in  parishes  comprised  in  unions  re- 
gulated by  local  acts.  He  believed  that  in 
the  twelve  Gilbert  unions  there  were  '2HS 
parishes,  exclusive  of  five  parishes  forming 
unions  of  themselves.  The  exact  popula- 
tion of  all  these  unions  he  had  not  been 
able  to  obtain,  but  he  believed  that  in  the 
two  unions  which  existed  in  the  county  of 
Sussex  there  were  not  less  than  2U,0UU  in. 


habitants.  The  right  hon.  Bamnat  ahooU 
recollect  that  these  20,000  persona  Iwd  p^ 
titioned  for  the  continuance  of  the  ifitaa 
through  their  guardians  and  PteiiaBantaij 
representatives,  and  that  there  bad  alw 
been  a  vast  number  of  petitions  depreeatim 
interference  with  the  Gilbert  qdmnw  6rmm 
Derby,  York,  and  other  counties.  Ltt 
them  then  see  in  one  short  and  ooapve* 
hensive  table  what  was  the  number  of  per- 
sons with  whose  existing  anrangeoMnts  an 
alteration  of  this  satisfiictory  law  would  is* 
terferc.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
charged  him  with  an  artifice  in  mizinf  «p 
the  populations  of  the  local  and  GiUMft 
unions,  but  he  should  rather  say  thiifc  that 
was  an  artifice  which  sought  to  ooaosai  the 
fact  that,  excltisive  of  the  GUhett 
tliere  were  no  less  than  2,500,000 
not  at  present  under  the  control  oiF 
missioneri  whose  interests  the  |Mtj|acni 
alterations  would  also  affect.  But*  ilill 
more  than  all  this,  he  thought  aosat  caan 
should  be  shown  for  annihilating  thaat 
unions,  for  condemning  them  by  waohsda 
without  inquiry.  He  thought  the  Hsasi 
and  tlie  tuition' ought  to  be  infonaed  vhj 
the  unions  were  to  be  dissolved,  aad  it  wan 
for  this  reason  that  he  should  frd  h  his 
duty  to  raise  his  voice  on  every  MriUa 
occasion  against  the  abrogatioa  Jt  the  Sfa* 
tern.  It  was  said  that  thete  unioae  wwa 
working  on  a  bad  princinle,  and  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  nad  said  that  the 
number  of  those  which  remained  wis  qaile 
insignificant.  Now,  he  would  he  glad  le 
be  informed  how  many  of  the  Gilbert  aad 
local  unions  had  been  tricked,  as  it 
into  amalgamation  with  the  general 
He  should  like  to  ask  how  many  ' 
had  been  made,  how  many  were 
retrenchment  in  their  expenditure  and 
tection,  as  it  was  callea,  by  the 
sinners  ?  Some  curious  tales  might  doahi- 
less  be  related  on  ibis  subject.  Let  theai 
Uke  the  rase  of  some  of  the  Sussex  naioaai 
Mr.  Hawley,  a  gentleman  for  whom  he  had 
every  respect,  came  down  into  Sussex  ea  a 
sort  of  marooning  expedition  snong  the 
Gilbert  unions,  and  had  held  longcenfaho- 
lations  with  the  guardians,  in  the  oome 
of  which  he  had  nenuaded  several  to  die- 
solve,  and  plact*  themselves,  as  they  after- 
wards found  to  their  cost,  under  the  offdesm 
of  the  commissioncn.  Mr.  Hawley,  ia 
his  published  rejiort,  had  made  a  refereaee 
to  tnese  unions,  in  which  he  said  that  the 
result  of  them  was  to  induce  a  pertinadooa 
adherence  to  the  mistaken  priadj 
which  they  were  Ibuaded 
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which  baffled  every  attempt  to  bring  about 
a  change,  and  which  induced  mistaken 
comparisons  among  the  inmates  of  other 
workhouses.  But  Mr.  Stephens,  another 
cororoiiHioner,  in  speaking  of  the  Susucx 
Poor-law  unions,  had  said,  that  there  was 
no  grumbling  among  the  inmates,  and  that 
they  went  to  their  work  in  a  morning  as 
happy  as  birds.  Where,  then,  let  him  ask, 
were  the  injurious  comparison  a  ?  If  the 
paupers  in  the  Poor-hiw  unions  went  to 
their  work  as  happy  as  birds,  what  danger 
was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  contami- 
nation of  neighbouring  (lilbert  unions? 
What  injurious  comparisons  could  there  be 
if  all  were  so  happy,  and  if  they  warbled 
away  every  morning  so  musically  and  with 
so  much  internal  satisfaction  ?  But  he 
could  tell  the  House,  that  the  comparison 
which  was  attended  with  so  little  bad  effect 
00  the  one  side,  was  b^  no  means  approved 
on  the  other.  The  inmates  of  the  Gil- 
bert unions,  had  tried  the  Poor-law  diet, 
and  they  found  the  comparison  anything 
but  pleasant  or  advantageous.  They  had 
been  sick  of  it  in  a  fortniffht,  and  were  glad 
enough  to  be  relieved  m>m  it.  But  the 
Poor-law  Commiastonert  had  not  stickled 
at  slight  mitrepresentatioos.  They  had 
endeavoured  to  make  the  public  believe 
that  the  guardians  of  the  Gilbert  unions 
had  not  the  power  of  sending  able-bodied 
men  to  their  workhouses.  Now  this  was 
an  endeavour  to  excite  the  public  to  a  com- 
parison invidious  to  the  Gilbert  unions, 
lie  said  such  conduct  was  mischievous, 
and  he  would  add,  that  its  evil  results  must 
lie,  not  with  the  Gilbert  guardians,  but 
with  those  parties  who,  in  their  anxiety  to 
bring  the  whole  country  under  their  au- 
thority, had  recourse  to  such  improper 
manoeuvres.  But  in  order  to  show  a 
cause  for  bringing  these  unions  under  the 

Sowers  of  the  Commissioners,  they  ought 
istinctly  to  prove  bad  management.  Now, 
where  had  bad  management  been  shown  ? 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  said  that  there 
was  bad  management  in  sending  up  the 
dresses  from  Brighton,  but  as  he  said  be- 
fore, that  single  act  did  not  prove  any  bad 
management  in  the  Gilbert  unions  gene- 
rally. Then  what  inducement  did  they 
hold  out  to  the  cuardians  to  renounce  the 
duties  they  had  undertaken?  Did  they 
hold  ouc  such  management  as  that  of 
the  Eastbourne  Union  ?  He  held  in 
his  hand  an  able  pamphlet  emanating 
from  a  Sussex  gentleman,  who  had  taken 
an  active  part  against  the  Poor-law,  and 
who  was  now  a  candidate  for  the  lepreaeo- 
VOL  LXI.    {JSJi 


tation  of  Brighton,  in  which  the  very 
improper  conduct  of  the  Eastbourne  guar- 
dians was  fully  illustrated.  There  was  one 
case  mentioned  of  a  man  who  had  been 
set  to  the  occupation  of  grinding  bones* 
and  upon  whom  that  description  of  labour 
o|)erated  lo  injuriously  that  the  author 
declared  his  belief  that  the  man's  health 
would  have  been  ruined  had  he  staid  there 
any  longer.  Such  narratives  with  respect 
to  the  Eastbourne  Union  certainly  were 
not  calculated  to  reconcile  the  people  at 
the  other  end  of  the  country  to  the  system 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  so  anxious 
to  extend.  Surely  it  would  not  prove  ad- 
vantageous to  persons  placed  in  the  Gilbert 
unions,  and  other  unions  governed  under 
local  acts,  to  be  placed  in  the  circumstances 
in  which  William  Smith  and  his  wife  were 
described  to  have  been  placed.  The  poor 
man's  health,  it  appeared,  suffered  severely 
from  working  in  the  bone-house,  to  tlie 
extent  of  even  placing  his  life  in  jeopardy, 
and  yet  the  governor  of  the  workhouse 
threatened  that  if  he  did  not  work  in  the 
bone  house,  he  should  be  strictly  watched 
and  closely  followed  up.  Mr.  Brooker,  in 
his  pamphlet,  did  not  hesitate  to  charge 
the  guardians  with  being  acccasorji  to 
moral  murder,  and  added,  that  if  brousfct 
to  the  test,  he  would  impeach  them  on  that 
ground.  It  would,  he  repeated,  be  no 
benciit  to  the  inmates  of  Gilbert  unions 
and  others  governed  by  local  acts,  to  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  thoae  who  ren- 
dered themselves  liable  to  the  charge  of 
being  accessory  to  moral  murder.  The 
statement  was  made  by  Mr.  Brooker,  who 
was  ready  to  forward  his  pamphlet  to  any 
gentleman  who  desired  it,  and  if  the  charge 
was  unfounded,  let  it  be  contradicted.  He 
disliked  entering  into  minute  details,  but 
when  these  unions  were  told  that  they 
must  give  up  their  system  of  government 
for  the  purpose  of  uniformity,  it  was  neoes. 
sary'io  show  the  misdiief  which  would 
follow.  The  right  hon.  Baronet,  the 
Member  for  Tamworth,  had  ohaerved  the 
other  night  on  the  absence  from  that  (the 
Opposition)  side  of  the  House  of  those 
Members  of  the  late  Ministry  who  ad- 
vocated the  New  Poor-law  when  the  ques- 
tion was  under  consideration.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Kent  was  not  in  the 
House  at  the  time,  though  he  was  happy 
to  see  him  there  now.  That  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  on  a  former  occasion  ex- 
pressed his  hope  that  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet at  the  head  of  the  Ctovemnient  would 
not,  wheo  the  question  of  the  Poor-faiw 
3N 
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cune  on    for  reyiiion^   think  of  giving  |  well  Militiied  witb  ti^ir   ova 
additional  power  to  the  Poor-law  Commis- 
tion ;  hut,  on  the  contrary,  rather  retrench 
that  power,  and  confer  upon  the  guardians 
a  discretionary  power  of  affording  out- door 
relief.    To  this,  however,  the  right  hon. 
Member    for    Tamworth ,  was    £cidedly 
opposed,  so  also  was  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Member  for  Stroud,  as  well  as  the  noble 
Viscount,  the  Member  for  Sunderland.  As 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for 
Kent,  had  voted  for  the  postponement  of 
the  clause  relative  to  the  Assistant-com- 
missioners,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  he 
would  render  his  assistance  now  in  endea- 
vouring to  ameliorate  the  sptem  by  afford- 
ing out-door  relief  to  able-bodied  men,  and 
granting  beer  to  those  who  were  shut  up 
in  the  workhouses.     He  hoped  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  granting  the  returns  for 
which  he  had  moved,  as  they  were  neces- 
sary to  render  the  question  clear  and  in- 
telligible.    When  the  subject  came  before 
the  House  again,  he  presumed  thev  would 
be  told  of  the  neoeasity  which  caisted  for 
uniformity  in  the  system.      There  were, 
howerer,  137  unions,  in  which  it  was  not 
unusual  to  grant  out-door  relief  to  able- 
bodied  paupera.     Of  these  unions  he  found 
that  there  were  several  in  Sunderland. 
Wat  it  not  a  force,  then,  to  talk  of  unifor- 
mity ?    A  system  of  uniformity  never  had 
been  acted  upon,  and  never  could  be  acted 
upon,  and  it  was,  therefore,  not  right  to 
sayi  that  the  existence  of  the  Gilbert  and 
other  unions  under  local  acts  stood  in  the 
way  of  uniformity.     He  would  advise  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  to  let  those  who  pe- 
titione<l  to  remain  under  the  government 
of  their  own  local  acts  alone.     If  he  inter- 
fered with  *the  unions  thus  gnverneti,  he 
would  by  no  means  find  himself  on  a  bed 
of  roses.     The  right  hon.  Baronet  should 
remember  that  many  of  those  around  him, 
bv  whose   votes  he  was  supported,   had 
pledged  themselves   to  their  constittients 
on  the  huHtings  to  try  and  relax  the  strin- 
gent provisions  of  the  law,  and   lie  was 
bound  to  say  that,  with  one  or  two  e\ce|»- 
tions»   the«c  pled|{es  had  been  redctrnie<l. 
He  did  not  mean  to  way  that  downright 
pledges   hud  been    given,    liut   they  had 
expressed  themselves  hostile  to  thov  we- 
vcre  pniviiiions  of  the  law  which  separate 
man  and  wife,  as  well  as  to  others  aluMMt 
equally   stringent.      To  him  it  appeared 
that  very  forcible  reasons  should  be  ad- 
duced,  and  a  good  cause  made  out.  before 
any  interference  was  had  with  those  unions 
govcmtd  ttiidcv  kwil  acle  which  were  now 


The  boo.  and  gtlhuit  Gcatlenwn 
by  moving  for  retons  of  anch  pnriA 
township  ID  England  and  Wales  in  wkbh 
the  poor  were  managed  under  the  pv»» 
visions  of  the  act  22Dd  Ceorfa  8nl,  e.  Sl^ 
commonly  called  Gilbert's  Ad,  disin* 
guishing  whether  incnrporstsd  fai  wmf 
union  or  governed  separately,  and  stating 
the  population  of  esch  psrish  and 
ship,  and  of  each  union  lespcctivsly, 
cording  to  the  Isst  oenaos.  Also 
of  esch  parish  and  township  sulgacC  t*  tW 
provisions  of  any  local  act  nir  the  ■sb^> 
ment  of  the  poor,  with  the  smouat  «r 
population  according  to  the  last  esuus. 

Sir  J.  Graham  sud,  that  then  was  mm 
objection  to  granting  the  returasb  hat  fsr 
the  purpose  «  vindicating  thsir 
the  returns  of  1831  should  ba 
them. 

Mr.  Darb^  said,  he  had  seen  the , 

Shlet  referred  to  by  the  boa.  Meaihsr  liar 
trighton,  and  a  more  gross  libel  wa 
published. 

C  aptain  Ptckeil  considend  the 
of  the  pamphlet  to  be  a  highly 
gentleman,  and  read  it  as  a  docunMat  fai^» 
nished  by  that  person,  and  not  a  aMttlar 
coming  within  his  own  kaowlsdgt.  Ha 
would  not  have  used  the  passphlet  bad  it 
not  been  aooompanied  by  the  letter. 

Mr.  Darby  suid«  that  before  osia^  sash 
a  document,  the  hon.  Member  for  Bnghtaa 
should  hare  made  some  inquiriss  iato  ila 
truth. 
Motion  agreed  ta 

Wi»T  I?roiBfi— Africa^— EHioaanoK.3 
l«onl  Slanlty,  in  rising  to  propose  iha 
committees  oi  which  he  had  givea  astiwu 
said  that,  at  that  hour,  he  shoald  bs  aa» 
willing  to  trespass  at  any  unusaal  leaglli 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  wws  it 
not  that  the  aittution  which  he  had  tha 
honour  to  hold  in  her  Majesty^s  Gotara* 
nient,  coupled  with  the  met  of  his  pro- 
|w»sing  two  committees,  rendered  it  aecsa* 
<ary  that  he  hhould  say  a  few  worda  widi 
reference  to  tlie  object  which  he  had  ia 
view.  He  would,  however,  comprise  iha 
double  object  in  cme  addresa.  and  ia  doiag 
si>.  lie  would  emieavour  10  be  as  brief  as 
tlie  important  nature  of  the  salgeeC  Sa 
wbii  h  he  was  about  to  call  the  atlaaliaa 
of  the  House  would  permit.  Tboagh  ht 
would  have  to  advert  10  several  eAcial 
dmniments  which,  aa  cooarcted  with  the 
subject,  were  of  very  mat  ianortaaos, 
caukl  aot  hope  to  aM  aay  sriiili—l  4 
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tractiMii  by  louchtoff  upon  tftpict  of  n 
hical  nature  in  pttrtdiing  of  the  tjait- 
meot  or cnntromsial  intemt.  He  woul.l 
compnvft  what  he  had  tn  mjt  into  ai  iihoM 
ft  N|MM  as  wu  ron*iitcnt  with  the  conti- 
dentinn  or  a  oubject  to  highly  important 
to  the  interett«  of  the  empire.  Conuder 
ing  how  deeply  he  was  interented  in  thr 
aubject,  nod  what  aosiety  he  mutt  ha*.- 
felt  when  returning  to  the  nrae  situation  i 
which  he  held  nine  year*  a^,  as  tn  the  n  ■ 
■ult  of  the  great  experiment  in  which  h. 
took  so  artire  a  part,  the  Hook,  he  wa~ 
■ut«,  would  grant  him  some  little  tndii)- 
sence.  Aa  rej^arded  that  mult,  he  wa-i 
happy  to  be  able  to  itate,  that  the  emanci- 
nation  of  ihenem  population  of  the  Wen 
Indie*  had,  in  the  benefitH  which  were  de. 
rired  fmm  It,  exceeded  the 


expectations  of  the  t. 
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I  retutu  of  enancipation  which  are  plain  and 
I  inditpuubic,  iikI  the««  ratulti  cooitiiatc  in 
I  the  Mtiraalion  of  her  Maitfly'*  GoTirnneot 
,  and  ill*  paopl*  of  England  the  complete  luc- 
ceu  of  the  Britiih  eraancipation  in  lo  far  at 
relates  lo  ihe  primanr  and  paramouot  objecli 
oflhat  act." 

He  would  not  weary  the  Ilnute  with 
reading  manv  extract*,  but  he  cnnaidered 
that  he  could  more  euily  bring  the  aubject 
under  the  coDsideratiuD  of  the  House,  by 
adrerltngto  the  atatenenta  of  persona  in 
authority  in  the  islands,  than  by  addreaa- 
inj;  to  It  an?  looae  obaemtioasof  biaowo. 
Although  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
Kvcral  iaianda  raried  in  the  decree  of  pma- 
peri'ty,  which  each  had  acquired  by  the 
meaaure  of  eraaucipatioa,  at,  for  example, 
the  pro«perity  must  be  different  where  tite 


irdeni  adrotatev-    popu'^ion  "■•  thin,  and  the  aoil  new  ^m 


iif  the  measure.   In  everyone  of  the  Island: 

the  physical  condition  and   prosperity  o 

the  labouring  clane*  had  reached  tn  an  en. 

tent  Ht  greater  than  had  been  anticipated 

and,  what  waa  still  more  gratifying,  th<     ,,      v.  -   .      ,,       ,,    , 

inprorement   in   their  phyalcal  conditio.^     Maumiii.,H«ifimng  himaelf  altogether  tu 

^  .      1     .  "^     '  ...  ikm     Halt     Inillaa       aiul     nnni-tnallB     fn      l_- 


that  of  those  Islands  where  the  p 
was  more  dense,  and  the  soil  in  loogercul- 
tiratioD,  ttiU  the  adraotagea  were  hit  more 
IT  tea*  in  erery  part  of  the  colony.  From 
general   itatament  ht   excluded   the 


waa  acooropaoied  by  a  correspoodiog 
prorement  in  theiraodal  and  moral  habits, 
Religioua  instrucHon  had  produced  lu  as^ 
ttdpated  efiecta,  indndog  greater  parity  to 
domestic  life,  and  creating  a  itrooger  de- 
■ire  for  education.  This  lie  coniiaered  to 
be  a  result  iufinttely  more  important  than 
any  improremeBt  in  their  physical  condi- 
tion.  To  show  that  he  did  not  exagge- 
rate the  nst  improvement  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  habits  and  oonditiAni  of  the 
West-Indian  labourers,  he  woold  re«l  to 
the  House  an  extract  from  an  official  do-  . 
cumcot  which  he  had  a  short  time  since  i 
addresaed  to  a  foreign  power,  in  answer  to  | 
a  siattsnent  in  which  the  great  experi-  , 
ment  of  emancipation  was  Eluded  to  as  j 
haring  proved  a  bilure>  The  word*  were  | 
theae:— 

"  It  will  be  fbtind,  Ihsl  ih*  British  emanci- 
pation look  place  vrilboal  the  occurrenc*  of  a  ' 
iiogle  initance  of  lumuli  or  dUlorbance  ;  thtx 
the  Joy  sf  the  negroei  on  the  1«t  of  Augun,  ' 
tlLIII,  waa  orderly,  Mbar,  and  religieu* ; 


the  M'est  Indies,  and  principally  to  Ja- 
maica and  Demerara.  Of  IJie  impvore- 
nent  which  had  taken  place,  aa  extract 
iTom  Sir  C.  Metolh'l  de^tch  of  the 
:IOtfa  of  March,  1640,  ifoke  it  followi  :— 
"  The  thriviDf  condition  of  the  peasantry  ii 
"ery  ttriking  and  patlfriiig.  I  do  not  sappoaa 
ihai  any  peasantry  lo  the  world  bare  so  taanj 
onfoni^or  somach  ladepeDdene*  and  tiijoy- 


ome  mpects  adm 
'iiendiDE  divine  *(~ 


irable.  They  are  fond  of 
rice,  and  sr*  lob*  seen  on 
Lord*  day  ihroogiBg  lo  their  reipectJTe 
nurchet  and  chapeli,  drciicd  in  food  clolhea, 
lOd  man]' of  Ihem  riding  on  horseback.  Thej 
■end  iheirchildreo  lo  school,  and  pay  for  their 
chooliDg,  They  aubscribe  for  the  erection  of 
hnrchei  and  chapeli;  and  in  the  Bapliiiooiii- 
auailin  Ihey  not  only  provide  Ihe  whole  of 
he  religiout  esteblishment,  but  by  th*  amount 
)f  ihair  conlribatlon*  afford  to  their  aiDui*ra 
I  vary  re*p*ctabla  suppoit.  Marriafe  is  atn*- 
\\  among  the  people ;  their  morals  are,  I  ua- 
'eniand,  much  improved,  sod  Ibeir  sobriety 
<  remarkable.  I  am  very  happy  lo  add,  that 
m<ni  retpeeit,  ibey  appear  to  daserve  their 


I  emancipalKNi,  lb*  ne|roei  'havs  been  .  -'X'd  fortune :  they  are,  I  imdentand,  g*n*. 
thriving  and  oonltDtedi  that  Ihey  have  varied  ''"y  orderly,  »ber,  ftea  from  crime,  aw' 
their  manner  of  liviof,  and  malliplied  Ibeir    "nproved  in  their  moral  habits,  eonstaal 


comroru  and  eojoymenu  ;  thai  iherr  offencM  j  '<«  aiMtidiDC*  aipoblic  worship,  aoliciloaa  for 


againil  (h*  lawi  bare 
lifhi  and  unftequant ;  llisl  their  aioralj  have 
impioved  ;  tbsl  marriag*  hai  become  more 
and  more  'ubstituled  for  crweubtnaKci  thai 
Ihvf  ire  eager  for  education,  rapidly  advancing 
IB  knowledge,  and  powerAilly  iaHuaBccd  by  ibe 
IS  M  rtlifioB.    Such  arc  amoagst  tha 


!i<:  cducatioa  of  ideir  children,  and  willing  ii 
I'ly  ibe  requisite  eipensc." 

The  Isst  report  from  Sir  C.  Metcalfe 

-an  dated  November  I,  IS41,  a  despateli 

'hich  he  hud  reemved  with  great  ftgnt 

;>«CMiM  it   cartiJBwl   th*  TWWllliw    «f 
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min  mvf  earn  a  dollar  per  ilij  in  seven  or 
■ighl  honrt,  where  liouK*,  proTiaion  ground*, 
and  medinl  altendance  >re  ifTordeil  in  >ddi- 
lion  to  "igei,  whare  ichooli,  chapel),  church  ei, 
and  mmiiieii  of  even  dcnomioation  of  Cbrii- 
tjani,  are  nilbla  reach  of  the  roast,  and  where 
(he  man  are  mora  ttrictlj  protecled  in  their 
right*  iban  perfaapi  in  any  counir;  in  the 
world." 

What  had  been  the  cooaGqtiencp  of  thii  !  '■^"' 
■Ute  of  prwperily  on  tbe^KTO  mind  and     bdong.ngto.or  rather -orLinj on.  Plan, 
i.*!.'.^    (J  J  ■.    1-1  .L  I  Kntcrpme,    Bladen    Hall,  Annandale, 

negro  habita?    H«l  it  M  them  w  iome  I  ^^^„  f„,  ^,   ,„„'  ^^  ^^'^ 

])enoDa    feared    it    voilld,    into   fiablta    uf    „,    i6,ooof  *lerline,  of      '     ' 
•agrancy  or  idlenem?  Had  it  led  them  to    *,,,  paid  down,  5,000 
ifaaDdun  the  punuit*  of  induilry,  and  give  ..     .• 

up  the  cultivatioD  of  the  soil }  No  auih 
thing.  He  wat  nire  he  should  be  per- 
mitted to  stale  one  or  two  moat  latisfiac- 
lory  instance*  by  which  they  might  judge 
in  general  as  to  the  motirett  which  in> 
fluenced  the  negro  population.  I'he  fol- 
lowing waa  an  eitnct  from  a  despatch, 
dated  ISth  Noeember,  1839:— 

■*  It  may  not  be  misplaced  to  mention  bare 
tbe  enlerpriie  of  the  lalely  emancipated  clati, 
lii  of  whom  hate  bought  an  abaDdoncd  lugar 
estate,  oaned  Northbrook,  on  the  eait  coait, 
Demeran,  for  which  they  paid  30,000  guilden, 
upwirdi  of  1,000/.,  two-tbirdi  of  which  were 
in  hard  dollara,  the  remainder  by  ■  noia  of 
hand  at  three  weeki ;  they  are  about  to  replant 
it  with  lugar;  it  is  a  connnciag  evidence  of 
eonlideiKt  in  the  industry  of  their  brethren, 
and  speaks  volomes  against  the  determined 
idleneti  of  the  negro,  which  a  party  here  would 
assert;  it  ii  also  a  proof  that  a  prerertoce  is 
shown  to  the  cultivated  parti  of  the  colony, 
rather  than  retreat  to  the  diitanl  parti,  where 
the  tanie  money  would  have  procured  three 
times  the  number  of  acres  from  the  Crown." 


Again,— 

"  I  bad  tb«  honour  of  mentioning  the  par- 
chase  of  Northbrook  by  certain  labouiers,  and 
con(;ratnlaled  ujielf  at  ibe  purchase,  as  a 
proof  that  here  at  least  the  blessiop  of  •man- 
cipation had  early  shown  theouclves.  I  itated 
iImI  1  was  proud  to  Sod  myself  upheld  in  my 
(ib)ectioas  to  the  schemes  oi  (be  pbiliothtopiils 
for  locating  the  labourers  independently.  I 
am  still  prouder  at  being  able  to  state  to  your 
Lordship  mncfa  more  important  pgrchaaei  by 
ihe  labourers.  Orange  Nassau,  a  plantaio 
and  cotton  estate,  lying  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  AnoaDdale  and  Lusignan  estates,  on  the 
Msl  coast,  Darocfaia,  bas  been  bought  by  140 
or  ISO  of  tb«  )abaur«ta  of  ihosa  estaiei  for 
50,000  dollars,  or  nearly  WfHOQl  sterling. 
3(^000  dollars,  or  upwards  of  4,0001.,  have 
been  offered  by  some  labourers,  Itw  numlMr  I 
have  not  yet  leant,  for  Betterforwacbiyn,  on 
the  same  coui,  tlia  bargain  not  yet  coocloded 
from  some  doubts  as  to  the  validity  of  iba 
till*.  TL*  *a«t  difficulty  has  arisen  in  B«r- 
bict,  whtn  ta  oAr  of  uioOO  doOvi  bat  bMn 


made  by  some  tabotirers  for  an  estate  nn  the 
•est  coast.  When  it  is  considered  that  iha 
greatest  part  of  the  money  has  been  esmed 
(ince  emancipation,  it  ma*  be  concluded  that 
Ihe  labourers  have  been  fairly  treated.  The 
luros  offered  are  in  ready  money,  and  at  tbu 
market  ptice  of  the  estates.    I  have  the  honour 

Sort    that    another    estate,     I'laolaiion 
ship,  has  been  purchased  b*   certain 
on  the  east  coast,  county  Demerara, 
irking  on,  Planlatioos 

16,000f  sterling,  of  which   35,000  dollars 

e  paid  down,  5,000  more  to  be  paid  in  ona 

month,  the   rest  to  be  on  mortgage  until  iha 

whole   number  of  shareholders  should    have 

paid  their  ouota.     100  or  110  out  of  the  300 

nive  alresay  paid  their  amount  of  coniribu- 

n,  each  400  dollars,  and  one  man,  a  bead 

in  of  one  of  the  citatei,  who  appears,  from 

keeping  his  horse  and  gig,  to  have  Men  richer 

than  any  of  the  others,  bas  contributed  3,000 

dollars.    Plantation  Friendship  was  originally 

cotton  and  plantation  estate,  was  purchased 

ot  many    year*  ago    for   iftool.  ta   CjMOl. 

steriingi    three  year*    ago    it   was   sold    for 

10,000?.i  it  now  has  been  sold   rorie,OOOt. 

steiling  to  emancipated  slaves.    There  can  be 

little  donbt  that  the  desire  for  indcpendencu 

ill  be  succeeded    by  the  desire   for  wealth, 

and  the  same  spirit  which  hu  limited  hitbeno 

the  labourer*    to   the   purchase  of  property 

'lose  productions  ar«  for  local  wants  alone, 

ill  lead  them  to  the   purchase  of  estates  on 

which  the  staple  commodities  lor  cipon  aru 

l^wD  and  Gtillivaled.— I  hate,  &c., 

"HaNav  LicnT." 
"  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley." 

Whnt  he  wished  to  impreas  upon  the 
Hotise  was,  that  tbe  result  of  emandputimi 
undoubtedly  had  been,  in  the  first  instance. 


obtaiited  DT  the  negro  labourers  ;  but  they 


lyhi 
that  very  large,  exorbitant  wages  were 
^labourers;  but  they 
labotu  for  the  purpma 
of  earning  thote  wages,  and  bariog  earned, 
they  were  not  disposed  to  tqnauaer  them 
in  indulgence  j  they  were  in  fact  thriily 
and  frugal,  accuroulatittg  property,  ana 
honeatly  and  induatnouuy  cultivating  it. 
He  could  mtiltiply  instances  of  this  de- 
scription, but  he  would  not  run  the  risk 
of  wearying  the  Houae.  There  was  another 
point,  however.the  conduct  of  the  lahouren, 
on  wbidi  be  wished  to  say  a  few  word*. 
On  the  lit  uf  August,  1&40,  Goreraor 
Light  wrote  thus  : — 

*■  Althoagh  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
make  this  anniversary  a  day  of  thanksgiving, 
yet  I  hnd  that  many  of  tbe  churches  aiid 
chspels  in  tbe  colony  ate  opened  for  ihst 
purpo«e.  It  is  mod  satisfactory  to  report  tha 
orderiy  conduct  of  the  working  classes  in  this 
populuui  lowB  OB  tha  an  of  this  day]  and 
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that  GoFernment  which  that  officer  had 
80  ably  and  sealously  filled,  and  with  the 
greater  pain  because  that  resignation  was 
unavoiduble  in  consequence  of  impaired 
health.  This  was  the  last  testimony  he 
bore  to  the  character  of  the  negro  pf»pu- 
lution  of  Jamaica  :— 

**  With  respect  to  the  labouring  population, 
formerly  slares,  but  now  perfectly  free,  and 
more  independent  than  the  tame  class  in  other 
free  countries,  1  venture  to  say,  that  in  no 
country  in  the  world  can  the  labouring  popu- 
lation be  more  abundantly  provided  with  the 
necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  more  at  their 
ease,  or  more  secure  from  oppression  tlitn  in 
Jamaica." 

There  was  another  report,  from  a  sti- 
pendiary magistrate,  dated  the  30th  of 
June,  1841  : — 

**  It  would  appear  wonderful  to  those  whose 
knowledge  of  the  physical  power  of  the  negro 
is  only  confined  to  his  unrerounerated  speci- 
mens of  labour  during  slavery  and  apprentice- 
ship, how  so  much  could  have  been  accom- 
plished on  the  small  lot  of  land  in  building, 
planting,  digging  ponds,  and  making  fences, 
as  has  been  done  without  entailing  an  entire 
cessation  of  labour  on  the  plantations  of  the 
larger  proprietors.  Certainly  this  has  not  been 
the  result,  and  why  ?  I  humbly  submit  for  con- 
sideration (he  reason :  it  is  because  his  eman- 
cipation from  bondage,  his  new  hopes,  his  new 
desires,  his  new  responsibilities,  in  short,  his 
newly-bom  ambition  stimulates  him  to  exer- 
tions, of  which  those  who  formerly  knew  the 
'  Negro  character*  believed  I  im  incapable. 
His  bodily  powers,  by  the  application  of  a 
money  power,  are  multiplied  beyond  calcula- 
tion, lie  can  now  labour  on  his  own  planta- 
tion, and  5pare  time  to  labour  on  the  planta- 
tion of  others." 

To  this  was  attached  a  most  singular 
document,  which  showed  the  nuinW  in 
one  parish,  not  of  those  who  had  landed 
possessions,  hut  of  thfise  who  had  entered 
their  names  as  owners  of  possessions  liable 
to  taxation,  and  stating  their  willingne<»!i 
as  free  men  to  bear  their  proportion  of 
the  public  burdens :  — 

**  I  annex  an  official  memorandum  of  the 
increase  of  uv-payers  fiom  1B36.  to  March 
1H41.  Imperfect  ai  the  return  is  to  show  the 
actual  number  having  landed  |K>ssessioiis,  it  \% 
valuable  to  prove  the  numbers  who  have  wil. 
lingly  pointed  out  their  poise««ions  fur  taxation, 
and  who  are  ready  to  bear  their  pro|M>rtHin  of 
the  y»ublic  burdens  and  public  duties  ;>- Num- 
ber of  tax-payers  in  the  parish  of  Manchester 
in  the  year  1836,  3H7 :  lH3r,  39^;  IM.'JH, 
<43H  ;  in  the  year  no  iaxe«\  1^39.  not  givtn 
in;   1H40,  l,3,M  ;   l"4l,  |,h6».." 

The  number  of  freeholders  becoming  so 


{COMMONS}       4/lrka^Emigr&imu 

by  the  aocnmuktiooa  of  tlMb 
dtistry,  asaeaaed  io  Janaia^  la  civeB  kf 
Sir  C.  Metcalfe,  were,  1838, 9,014 ;  ISM^ 
7.848.  He  felt  cooiident  be  wm 
wearying  the  House  ereo  at  that  hto 
while  stating  fects  so  important  and  a 

fying  as  these.    He  knew  tliat  the  E , 

oif  CommoDs,  by  whose  liberality,  hjr 
whose  generous  saorifice,  these  effects  hai 
been  brought  about— a  aacrifioe  nefer  he. 
fore  paralleled  in  any  mercantile  oooatrjv 
nor  ever  made  to  any  extent  for  an  ol^nei 
so  purely  disinterested  and  of  more  eotiro 
benevolence — he  knew  the  House  of 
roons  would  not  think  he  was  uadnly 
suming  on  their  attention,  when  he  el 
with  regard  to  the  negro  population  if 
Jamaica  and  the  other  colonica  what  ~ 
been  the  results  of  their  great  and 
ous  sacrifice.  There  was  only  on 
colony  he  would  instance,  and  that  wan 
Demerara.  Here  was  a  statement,  ia  the 
first  place,  of  the  wages  at  present 
by  the  able-bodied  labourer  in  that 
lony— 

"  Tlie  following  may  be  taken  as  an 
of  the  money  value  which  the  labonrar 
upon  the  plantations  in  this  eolony, 
pendent  of  absent  days  from  sickness  or  ii 
position  to  work— it  appears  pretty  clear 
a  variety  of  information  that  the  net  smona 
wages  earned  in  a  twelvemonth  cannot  be 
than  23iL,  to  which  add  the  free  use  of  a 
valued  at  loo/^  10/. ;  the  free  use  of 
grounds,  15/.;  medicine  and  medical  attend 
ance,  3/. — Ml,  sterling.  To  which  mast  lik^ 
wise  be  added  the  advantage  of  churches 
schools  free  of  any  parochial  rates  or 
charges  whatsoever.  As  regards  the  tei 
upon  which  the  labourers  in  general  hold 
houses,  there  are  but  a  few  solitary  insi 
in  which  anything  m  the  shape  of  rent 
been  charged ;  in  these  the  agreement  is,  that 
if  a  labourer,  not  pleading  sickness,  which  ia 
always  admissible,  openly  acknowledges  ah* 
ftence  from  work  without  any  cicusable  reason, 
and  continues  in  the  occupation  of  bis  honae 
and  emundf,  then  he  is  (barged  two  liilts  (or 
le»^  than  \hi.)  )*er  diem  dunng  such  absenee 
and  occupancy." 

There  was  another  statement  aa  to  the 
resuurces  of  the  colony.  In  a  letter  ad* 
(Irei^Mil  by  Cii>vemor  Light  to  Mr.  Ooae- 
ley.  relativi*  to  thecapturetl  Africanahri^g 
sent  fnim  Rio  to  Jamaica,  he  aaid, 

"The  resources  of  this  colony  are  so  great 
if  haiid«  can  be  obtained  for  their  develop- 
miiii,  that  I  ventured  Io  express  my  earlieal 
wi«he»  lit  yun,  that  you  would  use  yoer  ii  ~ 
eiicf  Id  tjvuur  of  I  Ins,  the  nearest 
frriilr  of  her  Maji-tty**  c<»lonial 
wbecc  wages  aie  bigh,  where  an 
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m^n  may  earn   a  dollar  per  day  in  >e*en  or  I  roi 
eight  tionn,  where  ItouMi,  proviiion  groundi,     «< 
■nd  meilinl  aileadanoc  arc  afforded  in  addi- 
wagei,  where  Khooli,chapel«,  cburchei, 
y  denomination  of  Cbr 
tiana, 


'  Moie  liboaren  for  an  mlalc  nn  tht 

It,     VVheo    it  i«  cooeidered  that  Iba 

[realeil  pari  of  the  money  has  been  earned 

lince  emancipation,  il  may  be  coaduded  llitt 

he  labourer!  have  been   fairly  treated. 


the  It 


I   any  country  i 


ch  of  ihfl  masi,  and  where     luni)  offeied  are  in  ready  money,  and  al  lb* 

itriclly  protected  in  llieir  '  market  piicc  of  Ihe  ettalcs.     I  have  ihe  honour 

'  lo    report    thai    another    ettaie.     Plantation 

t'riendihip,    hai  been   purcba*ed    by   certain 

labouren  on  the  call  coail,  county  Oemerara, 

Mlongiog  to,  or  rather  working  on,  Planlalioni 

KnterpriM.   Bladen    Hall,  Aniiandale,  Luiig- 

nan,  Enmore,  for  tie   *uin  of  80,000  dollar*, 

ar    I6,000J  tterling,  of  which    35,000  dollar* 

<*ere  paid  down,  5,000  more  lo  be  paid  in  om 

month,  ihc    reit  to  be  on  mortgage  uniil  iha 

xhole   number   of  iharcholdcn  ihould    bafe 

lid  tbeir  quota,     100  or  110  oul  of  the  300 

iTC  already  paid  iheir  amoant  of  coniribu- 

in,  each  400  dollan,  and  one  man,  a  head 

an  of  one  of  the  eititei,  who  appeart,  from 

keeping  bii  horw  and  gig,  to  have  baen  richer 

ihan  any  of  Ihe  otheri,  bat  coDtribntcd  SJMO 

I.     Plantation  Friendthip  wa*  originally 

in  and  planuiion  ntate,  wat  purcbaied 

lany   yean   ago   for    5,000/.  or   QfiOOl. 

■terliDS ;    tfaree  yean    ago    it   wai    told    for 

IO,00(H.;  il    now  ha*  been  told    for  16,000'. 

(telling  to  emancipated  ilaTn,     There  can  be 

little  doabt  that  the   deiira  for  Independence 

be  iucceeded   by   ihn  detire   for  wealth, 

tlie  tame  tpiril  which  hat  limited  hitherto 

the   labourer*    to   the   purchaM    of   properly 

rboae  prod uctiotu  are  for  local  wan ti   alone, 

lill  lead   Ifaem  to  the  purchate  of  eilatei  on 

which  Ibe  ttaple  commodiliei  for  export  ar* 

|[rown  and  cultivated. — I  hare,  ke-t 

"  Uixar  Light." 
"  "Rie  Right  Hon.  Lord  SUnley." 

Whiit  he  wiahed  to  impreti  npon  tbe 
HouMwaa.  that  tbe  re*u)tof  emancipBtioa 
usdoubtedlv  had  been,  id  the  firmt  iiMtance, 
that  very  large,  exorbitant  wages  were 
obluoed  bf  the  negro  labourer*  ;  but  ihey 
wei«  ambitiouB  to  labour  for  Ibe  purpoM 
oTeaniDg  thoae  wages,  aadbaringcarned, 
tbejr  were  not  inyottA  to  ■quander  tbem 
ia  iodulgence  {  tbejr  were  in  fact  thrifty 
and  frugal,  KCumulatiDg  property,  and 
honestly  and  indiutriou^f  cultiTatiag  it. 
He  could  multiply  ia*taiicM  of  this  de- 
scription, but  be  would  not  mo  the  risk 
of  wearying  the  House-  There  was  another 
point,  howePer,the  conduct  (^ the  labourers, 
00  which  be  wished  to  say  a  few  words. 
On  the  lat  of  August,  1840,  Gorenior 
Light  wrote  thus : — 

"  Althoogfa  I  did  not  think  it  neecttary  to 
make  ihii  anoirenarj  a  day  of  thaohtgiiring, 
yet  t  fiod  that  many  of  the  churcha  and 
chapel*  in  the  colony  are  opened  for  that 
purpose.  It  it  most  isiiahciOTy  to  report  tbe 
orderly  coodocl  of  the  workiae  clsssei  in  this 
popalooa  town  ob  tbt  en  of  tbii  di^;  and 


What  had  been  tbe  cooacquenoe  of  this  : 
state  of  prosperity  on  the  negro  mtnil  and 
negro  babitt?  Had  it  led  them,  as  some  ' 
jieraoDS  feared  it  would,  ioto  habits  uf 
vagrancy  or  idleoess?  Had  it  led  them  to 
abandon  the  pursuita  of  industry,  and  gire 
up  the  cultiration  of  the  soil  ?  No  such 
thing.  He  was  nire  he  should  be  per. 
nitted  to  state  one  or  two  most  tatiifaiN 
tory  instances  by  whiiJi  they  might  judge 
in  general  as  to  tEie  motiTea  which  Id- 
fltieoced  the  negro  population.  1'fae  fol- 
lowing was  an  estnci  from  a  deipatcfa, 
dated  18th  November.  1839:  — 

"  It  may  not  be  misplaced  to  mention  here 
ihe  enterprise  of  the  lately  emancipated  clait, 
til  of  whom  haie  bought  an  abandoned  sugar 
e*tate,  named  Nonhbrook,  on  the  eitt  eoatt, 
Demeiara,  for  which  they  paid  SO,0OO  guilders, 
upwards  of  3,000^.,  two-thirds  of  which  were 
in  hard  dollan,  the  remainder  by  a  note  of 
hand  at  three  weeks ;  they  are  about  to  replant 
it  with  tugat;  il  i*  a  coHTincIng  evidence  of 
conAdeoce  in  (be  induttry  of  their  breihreo, 
and  tpcakt  rolomet  againtt  the  determined 
idleoet*  of  tbe  negro,  which  a  party  here  would 
aatcrt;  it  ii  alto  s  pr^iof  that  a  preference  it 
tbown  to  the  coliiTalcd  parit  or  ihc  colony, 
rather  than  retreat  to  the  ditlanl  part*,  where 
Ihe  *ame  money  would  have  procured  three 
timet  the  number  of  acre*  from  the  Ctown." 

Again,— 

"  1  had  the  honour  of  mentioning  the  par- 
chase  of  Northbtook  by  ccnaio  laboaren,  and 
CO  Detain  laled  myself  at  the  purcha*c,  at  a 
proof  that  here  at  least  the  blcttlnp  of  eman- 
cipation had  early  ihown  themselve*.  I  *tated 
that  I  was  proud  lo  End  myself  upheld  in  my 
objection*  to  the  ichemet  ol  the  phiUntbropiit* 
for  locating  the  laboorert  iadepeodently.  I 
am  iiill  prouder  al  being  able  to  ttate  U>  yoar 
Lordship  tDDcb  more  important  pnrchasei  by 
the  laboorert.  Orange  Nassau,  a  plantain 
and  cotton  cstau,  lying  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Annandale  and  Liuigaan  e*iaiet,  on  the 
eatt  coast,  Defnerara,  bat  been  bought  by  140 
or  150  of  Ihe  labourtrt  of  those  etIBtet  for 
50,000  dollan,  or  nearly  11,000^  iteriiog. 
30,000  dollar*,  or  npwaidt  of  4,0001.,  have 
been  i^ercd  by  tone  laboarer*,  thie  number  I 
have  not  yet  leant,  for  Betterforwachtyn,  on 
the  »tme  coaat,  the  bargain  not  yet  concluded 
from  toow  doubts  as  to  ibe  validity  of  the 
title.  Tbe  taa«  diSenlty  hat  aritcn  in  Bar- 
bice,  wbtn  u  «hr  of  M^OOO  doHan  bai  ben 


'I1ie  avrrage  durinir  the  fiiur  yout  of  Ihl 
appn-niiceiliip,  1835  to  I8S8,  Wm 
3,573,001)1.  The  amouDt,  dunHtbe  tnl 
year  uf  rreeduni,  1839.  wh  4^,0001. 
and  during  ibe  Kcond  vnr  of  TrM^i^ 
the  amount  was  3.49-i,734^  H«  wtmU 
iiul  truublc  the  House  with  furtbcr  mat^ 
mcuiN  with  respect  to  the  aunbw  if 
HchiHils  Hud  chapels  vhick  bad  btcn  battt. 
Hi.-  liupcd  he  liad  said  eouugh  to  iodicBl* 
III  the  House  the  sih-uI  uiMitioa  of  tht 
iiegnn-h.  and  if  that  were  the  onlf  pnt  af 
the  Kubject  to  whish  lie  felt  it  D 
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tliat  alihough  everywhtra  ditpoitd  to  ctlei^raie  I  value  of  the  ea]M>rts  fron  thia  o 

il  with    feailinK   and    merrimenl,  the  reiuero*    the   Wnt-lndia   colonk*  i 

brance  of  iheir  pa>t  Hate  ii  (uuk  iu  ihrir    preccdinit  emandpatioo   wa>    a,78S,OaO(. 

prneDt  enjoyuieni  of  freedom.  '  '■-  "■.'...  *  .. 

There  was  a  still  later  account  :— 

"  ll  \i  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  reporl 
the  Mtraordinary  change  I  hiTc  obiervid  in 
the  bearing  and  babils  of  the  Creole  ]iopiil»' 
tion,  since  the  Isl  of  Augu>I,  1S:)H,  in  whitb 
monlb  1  visited  Kssequibo  for  ibc  fint  time. 
In  the  following  year  I  repealed  my  risii.  At 
those  periods  there  «ra*  hardly  a  house  ^itanJitiit 
uiicunnccied  with  the  cslatei.  Iloiisos  and 
siorei  are  now  numerous  from  ihe  eaitcrn  t'l 
the  weiiern  poinli  of  the  mail.  Land  hat 
cither  been  tewed  or  oflered  Tut  tale  and  Xnn^ti 
ot  sold,  on  eiijhleen  properiiei,  lo  menhani*, 
mechanics,  or  labourers,  in  iimall  lots  varyiitg 
from  one-third  Of  an  acre  lo  ooc-half.  On 
these  ihc  labourer  etectta  comfotiable  cottage, 
■he  mecbanic  a  iDore  coovenienl  bouse,  itie 
DieKli^int  a  dwelling,  uniting  shop  and  abode. 
A  siiort  lime  antecedent  to  the  death  of  Ibe 
late  Uovemor.  Sir  Carmichael  Smyth,  he  gave 
the  name  of  WilliamVtovn,  in  honour  of  hii 
late  Majeily,  to  au  indepeodenl  icltltmcnl 
projected  by  Ihc  proprietor  of  I'lantalion 
Abcnieen.  On  my  firit  riiit  lu  Ksii!i|uil>o 
ihifi  was  it)  111  iiifiniy,  bul.aliJiuugb  [lie  land  wat 
only  leased  for  twenly-otie  years  in  lots  ul  one- 
third  of  an  acre,  >l  very  high  price*,  yet  il  bai 
now  become  a  respectable  villsiie,  h;i>ing  '•Ik 
ot  seven  shups  or  slores,  neat  reridentes, 
cotiagi'9,  Fpiicopal  chapel  for  400  people,  and 
a  ichool ;  and,  lince  the  enactment  of  iIip 
rum  ordinance,  ii  nolwiiboul  its  full  ihiie  of 
liiiuot  retail  shops.  Had  the  Iota  of  land  been 
freehold,  WilliamVlotrii  would  have  been 
much  larger  than  it  now  it,  or  ii  likriy  lo 
become.  A  new  actllcoicut  ban  bt'cn  csiab- 
lislied  three  miles  eastward  towards  Ihe  K>se> 
<|iiil>n,  with  better  land,  larger  lult,  ;ind 
imallcr  prices  for  freehold  ihau  fur  Ivkiieliuld 
at  William'i-lown ;  it  has  been  eagerly  Miugbl 
by  ilie  kbourcn." 

I'hosc  Htalcmciits  showed,  he  thnu;'ht, 
this,  that  at  far  as  the  tahiHircrs  were 
('ontxrm.il  in  .lamaKa  and  Domerara,  and 
thiiugh  varyiD)!  in  dcgnre,  ihiv  were  :i 
samplL-  of  the  wb.de  nf  our  o>).>nie«,  ihe 
D\[H'riuH-iit  lixl  liH>ii  nut  only  iiuix-e!u>rul 
III  )ilat;in;;  them  in  3  >iluuti'ii)  iif  great 
|>h)>ii-al  I'nj'iynient  U-yund  the  aiitici)ia- 
tii>i«  i>f  their  boldot  frirmU,  hut  ihfv 
hIvi  jinivcd,  that  they  had  learned  to  turn 
ti>8dtanta|je  their  nowly-aiijiiirti)  gift  »f 
fri'tih-in  in  aivnmiilatiiig  ]iro))i'rty,  the 
pn-liii'i  <if  their  industry,  ami  riilt'ivuttnf; 
JiutiitK  wurlhv  of  frvcnu'U.  If  he  wauleii 
another  (iruui  «f  ihi*.  he  had  it  reailr  to 
hi?i  hand  in  tl>e  ainnitiit  uf  expurtu  to  the 

Wi'-t  liidip»fnini  (hi*i iitry.  itiiringihir 

|KTi<^  of    a|t{in-iitia'slii|i    nubM^ittut    tn 
cooii'teic    emaotapatiuo.      The    arcra^- 


statement  might  be  to  him,  fran  the  put 
he  had  Ukt:u  in  this  questioa,  be  ccni — *- 
nhuuld  not  Iw  entitled  tn  call  fcr  a  ■ 
itMnmittee  to  inrestigale  the  ctrcuM 
connected  with  the  agricultural  tmA  rani 
piipulaiion  <if  ihf  West  Indies.  Bat,  aaU 
withstanding  this  gnat  proaperitr  waA 
imitrovemeot,  to  which  he  vu  not  Ihbb- 
sible,  liHTtng  been  the  instruiMiit  to  wA 
f<ir  that  vutc  by  which  this  great  capari- 
mcnt  had  Iwca  (Hit  in  pmgrew,  ha  coaU 
uui  shtit  hilt  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  allheHjfc 
tlie  {laramouut  object  of  emandpatioa  hal 
been  ftilly  realia«l,  in  the  coaditina  aM 
uivapcrilv  of  the  negro  popabtiaa,  ifca 
West-India  planters  wefe  now  waSmm^ 
fnim  the  TcTy  circumstanrea  he  had  balhn 
alluded  to,  serious  Idm  and  iojurr,  ta4  k 
wus  Hith  a  view  to  ascertain  tne  cauaai 
and  Ihc  roeaaiirt-s  which  ahouldbe  iMort«l 
tn  for  thetuitigalion  of  theaeavib,  tbuW 
|irii|HHcd  a  select  committee.  Whca  ha 
liHiked  to  the  average  iiuantity  of  Mifar 
im(Hirti-d  iuto  the  United  Kinidon  mm 
the  \Wii  Indies,  he  fnund,  tJiat  dnriw 
the  nis  yean  preceding  the  ipprrniliaahip 
it  oas  ;t.9U£,i)34  cwt.  i  that  dunDg  tta 
four  yean  of  appteuiiucship,  it  i3t  !• 
3,4.^ti,2'i.'l  cwt. ;  that  during  the  fint  yaar 
ofliecdotit.  lrCl!l,itfclllw-J,lJ'i4,106cwt.| 
and  that  during  the  Mcnad  jaar  of  fraa> 
dnm.  1S40,  it  fell  to  '.'.LMOiSSG  cwt.  If 
the  lliiiise  wiiuld  permit  him  to  state  thii 
cjM.'  fully  and  fairly,  they  would  find,  that 
the  deficii'tuy  of  the  tjuaatily  had  hMS 
ntailc  up  by  the  iocrcaaed  valtw  «f  tlia 
jinidiice  in  the  diflereat  imerTalh  Far 
instance,  the  average  value  tt  Mgar  far 
Ihc  ail  ytan  preceding  ibe  appiaaliua 
ship  wai's.HLtt.O-il/.;  and  that  far  Ifca 
four  vcan  of  the  apprentlonhip  it  waa 
i;.:il7iMllf.  In  the  lint  year  J  ftaidf 
the  aiwuat  waa  bfiia,VlM^  aod  w  tha 
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next  year  5,424,000/.  ;  and  although  in 
this  year  there  would  be  a  large  reduc- 
tioo,  still  there  would  be  a  fiur  rerouoera- 
tioa  fftr  wliat  waa  loft  bv  the  diniioutioD 
of  produce.  C'ooiequeotly,  the  plaoters 
had  oot  austaioed  any  very  serious  dimi- 
nution of  their  income  Arum  this  cause, 
but  they  had  suffered  a  rery  serious  and 
ruinous  expense  in  the  cultivation  of  th^ir 
estates  from  the  want  and  scarcity  of  la- 
bour— from  the  abstraction  of  labour  in 
consequence  of  the  industrious  application 
of  the  labourers  to  their  own  farmtF,  and 
from  their  having  become  possessors  of 
property  instead  of  mere  cultivators  of  the 
soil.  The  result  of  this  was,  that  the 
planters  were  compelled  to  pay  exorbitant 
and  enormous  wages,  and  from  the  in* 
formation  he  had  received,  he  believed, 
that  in  several  of  the  colonies  the  rats  of 
wages  and  the  eipenses  of  cultivation 
were  so  extravagant  that  unless  some 
remedy  could  be  provided  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  owners  to  continue  to 
cultivate  many  of  the  estatea.  He  had 
some  reports  on  the  subject  from  Trinidad, 
where  a  committee  of  planters  had  coL 
lected  evidence  aa  to  the  result  of  the 
enormous  expenses  incurred  in  the  culti- 
vatioo  of  estatea.  Another  committee  had 
been  appointed  oo  the  same  subject  in 
ilemerara,  and  he  must  aay,  that  from 
those  reports  it  appeared  impossible  lor 
cultivation  to  be  carried  on  if  they  con- 
tained statementa  at  all  approximating  to 
truth.  He  had  a  report  of  62  sugar 
estates,  from  the  1st  of  Januanr  to  the 
31st  oif  October,  1841,  in  which  period 
the  expenditure  was  ^1,091.000,  while 
the  return  was  4$^2 17,000,  making  a  gross 
loss  upon  the  whole  estates  of  ^874,000, 
and  to  December,  the  same  committee 
stated  the  expense  to  be  <^1, 295,000,  and 
the  total  revenue  <^  12,000,  the  loss  being 
(^983,000.  He  did  not,  of  course,  pre- 
tend to  vouch  for  the  entire  accuracy  of 
these  statements,  but  he  could  only  say 
they  were  founded  on  thereport  of  a  com- 
mittee which  had  investigated  the  subject 
very  carefully,  and  had  directed  their  in* 
quiries  into  the  estates  of  those  parties 
who  had  hitherto  carried  oo  their  plan- 
tations with  lucoess  and  prosperity.  Go- 
Ternor  Light,  whose  merits  or  defects,  be 
the^  what  they  might,  could  not  be  oom- 
jUained  of  as  being  unduly  interested  in 
favour  of  the  planters,  had  forwarded  a 
autement,  made,  aa  he  detcribed,  by  a 
gentleoMD  of  moderate  opiaioBSi  and  well 
ttispoacd  to  the  Gofcnuneot^  wImwd  same 


he  deemed  nroper  to  withhold,  with  respaci 
to  estates,  oescribed  as  1,  2,  3,  and  4.  He 
said  the  expense  was  ruinous,  and  certain/^ 
if  all  estates  were  in  the  same  predicament, 
the  condition  of  the  planters  must  be  very 
critical.  This  was  a  statement  with 
respect  to  four  of  the  best  estates  in 
Deraerara,  and  according  to  the  statement 
of  the  gentleman  whoee  name  he  did  not 
know,  but  who  was  a  gentleman  of  moder- 
ate  opinions,  the  result  on  one  estate  was 
altogether  an  excess  of  revenue  over  the 
expenditure  of  ^5,891.  On  the  other 
estatea,  there  had  been  an  actual  loss  \  and 
thegniss  profit  of  the  four  estates,  which 
formerly  produced  1,100  or  1,200  hogs- 
heads  oif  sugar  per  annum,  was  ^6,0§0. 
These  were  the  statements  which  had  been 
made,  and  which  were  well  desenring  the 
attention  of  a  committee.  These  were 
questions  of  vast  imporunce,  and  deserved 
to  be  considered  dispassionately,  calmly,  and 
deliberatelr.  as  he  trusted  they  would  be  by 
any  committee  that  sat  to  conaider  them. 
The  planters  were  naturally  anxious  fur 
the  application  of  a  remedy,  and  it  ap- 
peared quite  clear,  that  there  were  two,  and 
two  only,  by  which  the  cultivation  of  these 
estates  could  be  profiubly  carried  oo. 
First,  by  the  reduction  of  the  expense  of 
cultivatioo  by  meaaa  of  a  better  mode  of 
manx)(ement.  This  subject  he  was  natu- 
rally anxious  that  a  committee  should 
especially  inquire  into;  and  the  other 
practicable  remedy  consisted  in  increasing 
the  |iopulation  by  a  large  amount  of  im« 
migration,  and  by  the  eJBTect  of  competi- 
tion decreasing  the  amount  of  wages.  He 
would  not  enter  into  details  with  respect 
to  the  first  of  these  reoMdies ;  but  there 
were  various  points  involved  in  it  well 
worthy  the  consideration  of  a  committee. 
For  example,  a  committee  might  inquire 
whether  it  were  not  practicable  to  intro- 
duce a  system  more  assimilated  to  our 
English  plan,  by  plating  the  labourers 
more  in  the  condition  of  tenants,  giving 
them  an  intereat  joint  and  inseparable 
from  the  landlord,  and  making  them  share 
in  the  amount  of  produce.  He  knew  the 
practical  difilculties  ooonected  with  the 
introductiun  of  such  a  system ;  but  he 
desired  the  matter  to  be  investigated,  and 
practical  men  to  be  examined  respecting 
It.  With  regard  to  immigratioo,  he  be- 
lieved that  dktails  had  been  kid  before  the 
House,  so  fiur  as  it  had  been  carried  ioto 
effect  in  the  West-Indian  colooiesi  in 
respect  to  the  result  oo  the  persons  who 
had  beeo  ioduosd  to  iouBigritc    With 
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viK^iitTT  c'dXiirr  ir:>iii  liit  coart  <if  Atria 
nr  '^hi  l'i::U«  Srnet  i*t  briirrec  tbt  rt- 
f-ui:    TihC   if^'L   nj^itci   sutiKfacl^irr.     Tken- 

iikd      i*-t'L      ::tlie     dlMas*:     lilDt«i^    tbeOi  ; 

xj:>Ui:lc   i*f   fiu€vriu^,   u»C    renr   li:t*e   c^ 

iD'.ir!.k...:i       uid    v-.il    npard    t{>    kll   vS 

AfriCbL    ctes'^tt    imnii^TiitKic    Ljid    cms 

cLTTied  •■!  !u.iifi£h?ucLJr.  uid  ibe  persttu  |  iKnirixif  zianvr 

vtrt  '.r.i;.-.' Lit^i  vitik  tbeir  cDDd2tJ.«&.     He  \  Lmm-  uid  G 


UiSit  pnrpoK  be 
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t'.'  :iit  :zLiLir7Uii»  of  Lunipeui  oesr^'Zit : 

bu:  :i  «i£»  n^'it  fjr  bun  u-  R&u  pc'£ili:iT 
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for  the  purpose  of  fumishiDg  froe-labour  to 
the  colooisu,  those  colonittii  would  begin 
to  enter  into  a  traffic  with  the  chiefs  of  the 
tribes  for  the  immigratioo  of  their  subjects 
for  a  sum  of  money  ;  in  other  words,  that 
they  would  buv  the  subjects  of  those  chiefs 
for  money,  and  there  would  be  a  strong 
suspicion  that  we  were  commencing  a  new 
slave-trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa.    He  did 
not  say  that  those  were  obstacles  not  to  be 
surmounted,  but  if  they  could  not  sur- 
mount them,  it  was  their  bounden  duty  to 
prcrent  a  new  slave-trade;   and   if  they 
could  surmount  them,  let  them  distinctlr 
dcdare  to  the  world  the  mode  with  whicn 
they  intended  emigration  from  Africa  to 
be  conducted  and  the  protection  to  be 
thrown  around  the  natives.     They  might 
then  be  justified  in  getting  in  the  West 
Indies  that  which  they  desired  to  obtain, 
namely,  free  emigration  from  certain  ports 
on  the  coast  of  Africa.     If  they  could  do 
that,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  such 
immigration  upon  the  principles  of  entire 
freedom  would  not  only  be  productive  of 
bcne6t  to  the  subjects  of  that  immigration, 
but  in  the  result  would  tend  to  the  in* 
terests  of  civilisation,  humanity,  and  Chris- 
tianity, throughout  the  African  coast.  He 
sincerely  thanked  the  House  for  the  atten- 
tion with  which  they  had  listened  to  him 
on  details  which  he  knew  must  have  been 
tedious,  upon  a  subject  which  at  least, 
however  he  might  have  brought  it  before 
the  House,  was  desenrinff  of  their  serious 
attention.     He  hoped  that  in  the  course 
of  his  observations  to  the  House  he  had 
said  nothing  offensive  to  the  feelings  of 
persons  on  one  side  or  the  other.     He  had 
endeavoured  to  state  the  case  as  it  appeared 
to  him  on  a  careful  perusal  of  officul  do- 
cuments and  without  exaggeration :  and  if 
the  House  were  anxious  to  enter  into  any 
discussion  upon  the  subject,  he  booed  they 
would  obsenre  an  absence  from  all  preju- 
dice and  party  feeling,  and  that  the  two 
questions  might  meet  in  committee  with  a 
full,  free,  ud    deliberate  constderation. 
The  noble    Lord  concluded    by  moving 
for  a 


west  coast  of  Africa  to  be  included  in  the  in- 
quiry.    This  was  a  part  well  entitled  to 


"  Select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  the  different  West-India  colonies,  in  refer- 
ence to  theeiisungrelatioos  between  employers 
and  labourers,  the  rate  of  wages,  the  supply 
of  labour,  the  system  and  expense  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  the  general  state  of  their  rural  and 
agricultural  economy.** 

Dr.  Bowrimg  said,  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Locd  gave  him  great  satisfiictiott ; 


tiie  consideration  of  the  Government ;  and, 
considering  that  the  blacks  preponderated 
over  the  whites  in  the  Wcst-IndiaoolonieSy 
he  was  anxious  to  have  their  interests  pro- 
perly protected.  He  trusted  also,  that 
the  noble  Lord  would  allow  the  committee 
to  extend  its  inquiries  into  the  fitilure  of 
the  late  Niger  expedition. 

Mr.  K.  Smith  expressed  his  gratification 
at  the  very  able  statement  which  had  been 
made  hv  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies,  seeing  that  his  name  was 
identi6ed  with  the  working  of  that  great 
experiment  which  had  proved  so  success 
ful.  At  the  same  time,  he  (Mr.  V.  Smith) 
could  not  help  feeling  the  great  difficulties 
which  the  committee  would  have  to  en* 
counter  in  the  course  of  their  inquiry. 
The  noble  Lord   nroposed,  through  thu 
committee,  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
different  West  India  colonies,  in  reference 
to   the  existing    relations  between    em- 
ployers and  labourers,  the  rate  of  wages, 
the  supply  of  labour,  the  sjrstem  and  ex* 
pense  of^ cultivation,  and  the  general  state 
of  their  rural  and  agricultural  eoonomv. 
From  the  statement  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  of  the  prosperity  of  the  labouring 
population  in  these  colonies,  it  appeareo, 
that  they  were  not  only  prosperous,  bat 
were  making  purchases   ror    themselves. 
Now,  the  task  which  would  tievolve  uikni 
the  committee  was  of  a  very  delicate  cna- 
racter,  and  thev  must  take  great  care  not 
to  interrupt^    by  any  suggestions    they 
might  make,  that  good  fwling  and  har- 
mony which  now  existed  as  l^tween  the 
labourers  and  the  employers.    And,  in- 
deed, the  difficulty  of  this  question  was 
increased  by  the  union  of  such  various  sub- 
jects for  the  consideration  of  a  committee* 
He  would  suffgest  to  the  noble  Lord  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  advisable  to  give  a 
power  of  conference  between  the  two  com- 
mittees  as  to  the  introduction  of  free 
labourers.    But  the  most  interestinff  in* 
quiry  would  be,  whether  they  woora  ba 
able  to  produce  anything  upon  which  th% 
House  could  legislate  or  not,  though  no 
doubt  the  mass  of  evidence  they  would 
collect  would  be  very  valuable.    Perhaps 
it  would  be  right,  that  the  noble  Lord 
should  mention  the  course  of  iiKiuiry  to 
be  taken  by  the  oommittceSy  particuhrly 
those  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa.    Hie 
hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  not  consent  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
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extend  its  inauiries  vdo  the  causes  of 
the  failure  uf  tnc  Niger  cxpeditiou.  The 
tlouM  was  pnibably  aware,  that  a  verv 
valuable  report  on  the  state  of  the  Britifeh 
settlements  in  Western  Africa  had  lately 
been  made  by  Dr.  Madden,  a  gentleman 
whose  name  was  asstxriatcd  with  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  and  who  had  been  sent  out 
to  inquire  into  the  present  condition  of 
those  territories.  FIc  was  aware  the  re- 
port was  of  a  very  confidential  nature,  but 
perhaps  he  was  not  asking  too  much  in 
su^cgesiing  that  the  noble  l^nl  niiffht  lay 
such  parts  of  it  as  he  deemed  advisable 
before  the  committee.  He  bugged  leave 
to  thank  the  noble  Lord  for  instituting 
this  inquiry,  which  would  have,  he  trusted, 
important  results. 

Mr.  Man^lcJf  wished  to  know  if  the 
noble  liord  would  liave  any  objection  to 
insert  the  words  "  means  of  affording 
effectual  pn»tcction,  and  of  insuring  the 
rights  of  free  agency." 

I^ird  Stanley  thought  the  terms  of  his 
motion  extensive  enough  to  cover  the 
points  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  wished 
to  include. 

Mr.  nVil/ry  expected  to  get  no  inform- 
ation from  the  committee  relative  to  the 
western  coa^t  of  Africa,  as  he  thought 
they  were  already  in  |K)8iicssion  of  all  the 
information  that  could  be  got.  With  re- 
spect to  the  second  committee,  for  in. 
quiry  into  tjie  West  Indies,  he  couM  not 
see  the  object  which  the  noble  Lord  pro- 
posetl  to  himself,  and  his  speech  threw  no 
light  upon  it.  The  noble  Lords  speech 
exhibited  such  a  happy  state  <»f  tilings 
among  the  negm  population,  that  it  was 
most  undesirable  any  interference  should 
take  placx*.  Yet  it  seemed  there  was  to 
be  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  matters 
mentioned  in  the  motion.  lie  was  appre- 
hensive, that  this  interference  was  not  one 
of  favour  t4i  the  emancifmted  laljourcrs. 
Twenty  millions  had  already  been  |>aid  to 
the  proprietors  of  the  soil  in  the  West 
Indies,  as  a  compensation  for  their  loss  by 
the  emanripation  of  the  negroes.  The 
noble  Lord  shoMcd  that  the  negroes  them- 
selves were  undergoing  the  change  and 
improvement  which  he  had  auticipate«l  in 
his  able  address  on  the  subject  in  1>33. 
But  what  could  they  ex|iect  from  thib 
movement }  Many  persons  would  be  ap- 
prehensive that  these  labiHircn*.  in  their 
improved  condition  would  be  completely 
swamped  by  the  tide  of  emigration  fmra 
Africa  to  the  West- Indies.  1  Ic  was  aiipre- 
bensivc  that  Ihe  free  labourers  wotud  be 


reduced  to  a  state  of  privation  and  dialrwi^ 
by  the  competitioo  of  the  imnignttto  whm 
would  work  for  leas  wages.  Analngw 
results  had  taken  place  in  En^aadt  ^ttf 
from  the  change  nom  the  South  to  Uw 
North  of  Eughwd.  He  feared,  that  cfWf 
obstacle  would  be  thrown  in  the  vnj  m 
emigrants  returning  to  Africn  if  thej  wiimA 
it.  lie  was  really  apprebenaive  that  ia 
this  matter  a  pressure  had  been  put  ea  tlw 
noble  Lord  by  the  planters ;  ke  iMipad, 
however,  lie  would  rather  look  lo  the  oob. 
dition  of  the  emancipated  ncgtoe^  than  fta 
the  interests  of  the  planten  who  had 
already  been  paid  twenty  millioas. 

Mr.  iJuU  said,  his  hon.  Friend  had  hara^ 
he  thought,  been  led  awav  by  hit  popular 
feelings.  He  approved  ot  the  praoonl  of 
the  uoble  I..ord,  and  could  ataie  Um^  that 
the  labourers  in  the  West-Indian  eoloaiaa 
were  many  of  them  coosidenUe  ovaan  af 
land — Motion  agreed  to. 

Lord  Stauieif  then  mored  for  a  **  sakcft 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  ttato  of  lltt 
British  possessions  on  the  west  ooaal  af 
Africa,  more  especially  with  lefcnaoi  !• 
their  present  relations  with  the  nujghhai* 
ing  native  tribes."— -Motion  agreed  lou 

Auioi'BNMERT— CoaN-Law^  Inoome* 
Tax.]  Upon  the  Order  of  the  Day  fcr 
going  into  comniittee  on  tlie  Cora  iaipv- 
tition  Bill  being  read. 

Sir  Rubrri  Pctl  said.  Sir,  1  should  fis 
the  C  orn  importation  Bill  for  to-i 
but  the  forms  of  the  House  would 
allow  nic  to  send  it  to  the  Lords  before  tha 
recess,  if  I  proceeded  with  it«  aa  the  ffewt 
could  not  be  brought  up  until  the  follwr* 
ing  day,  and  1,  tlierefore,  believe  that  it 
will  suit  tlie  general  convenienoe  of  tha 
House,  as  ooLhinc  of  importance  staada  for 
I'hursday,  if  1  should  move  ihe  adjoura* 
ment  of  the  House  to-norrov  I  could  aet 
be  enabled  to  send  the  Com  Bill  to  tha 
Lonls  before  the  recesa,  even  if  it  waat 
through  committee  to-momiw. 

Mr.  //aircj  said,  he  presumed  the  riahi 
hon.  (ientleman  meant  to  bring  on  tha  la* 
coine-tax  adjourned  debate  to-morrow  ? 

.^ir  y^  Ptri :  Certainly. 

Mr.  lliines  begged  to  press  upoo  tha 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  cxpedieocj  of 
'  postponing  the  debate  till  after  Easter  ;  ao 
real  progress  could  be  made  on  Wednesday, 

>ir  R.  Peel  wished  the  House  to  haar 
ill  mind,  that  the  noble  Lord  the  Meaihar 
for  the  City  of  Lomlou,  had  given  notiet  of 
some  countcr-rts(»lutions  on  tha  reaart* 
land  it  was  very  dcairabia  that  tha  JsMip 
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should,  as  looo  at  possible*  decide  oo  the 
relative  meriu  of  the  two  propoaitions ; 
but  this  could  uot  be  done  until  the  reso- 
lutions had  been  carried  in  committee. 
Now,  the  Income-tax  resolution  was  the 
basis  of  the  whole  financial  scheme ;  and 
thus  he  had  the  stronoest  reason  for  desiring 
that  no  unnecessary  dela^  shcwild  take  place. 

Mr.  Jlawes  was  sensible  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  did  what  he  felt  his  dutjr; 
but  there  were  those  who  felt  it  to  be  theirs 
to  oppose  the  measuru,  as  inferior  to  others 
which  might  be  adopted.  He  really  thuuuht 
no  progress  would  be  made  on  Wednesday. 

Sir  li.  Peel:  What  obstructions  may  be 
giTCD  I  know  not.  It  is  not  ft»r  mc  to 
anticipate  an  obstruction  which  I  know 
cannot  be  ofiered  with  reason  or  with  jus- 
tice. Wlien  it  is  offered — should  it  be 
ofiered— It  will  be  my  duty  to  meet  it  ; 
hut  I  will  not  assume  it,  nor  do  I  wish  to 
interpose  any  needless  delay  to  the  propo- 
sition of  that  rivHl  plan  which  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Ix>ndon  is  going  to 
bring  forward  on  the  report. 

Dr.  Homring  remarked,  the  opinion  of 
the  House  would  be  so  ooiuprumised  by  its 
decision  on  the  resolutions  in  committee  as 
to  prejudice  the  ulterior  discussions. 

Sir  U,  Peel  replied,  that  thu  was  to 
assume,  that  the  resolutions  once  carried  in 
committee  all  further  opposition  was  use- 
less—he was  glad  to  hear  it.  The  eflect 
of  parsing  the  Com  Bill,  would  be  to  re- 
duce tha  existing  duties  to  one-half,  and 
he  was  sorry  that  the  necessity  for  deliber- 
atioo  would  preclude  the  country  from 
enjoying  the  adrantage  of  the  redoctioo. 

Ilouac  adjourned. 


lUUway  (Na  3)i  Ux^  Foylt  (Upptr  Lml>  Dnui^si i 
Loufh  Foylt(Lowfr  l^tircl)  DralBi^;  Warfcwarth  tUr> 
hour  {  Beltat  Mi  Cavvhill  RaUwcy  (RimhI  «ii  fflMjipi^ 
FUo);  Ely  Plan  lni|Muv«atot  i  CtarlMnvcU  Im|«ov^ 
mcDl;  LiDcoln  Roatbt   BurntMlMMl  and  GnHMon  PIct, 
Ferry,  and  Road  \  Leadi  ImproirMiMat  s  Ota^pim  ^iltei 
(N<k  I)  I  BanHlty  Small  IMMi. 
}-    Ulaifow  |*oUoe  (No.  t)  i  KUmiqfion  iBdoniic 
9*-    and  pawed :— Noltli^hm  Gai. 
PsriTiona  P»B«aiiTii>.    By  Mr.  Ord«  Mr.  ilvll,  and  air 
Howard  DouglM.  ftam  W<rwcae»le  Mpoo.Tyna,  Mull,  asd 
SL  Caorfi^  blcMn  TaolMC  Coanpany,  i^aal  any  Addi* 
tinnal  Dnty  oo   Rvportad  Onal.    By  Mr.  Oorry.  ftmn 
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Uie  Marmvei  (Irdand)  Bill.— By  Mr.  Wakley,  fhmi  tha 
Cork  Cutten  of  Ediabuigh,  and  Laith,  ^puoat  Uie  Ra* 
duetloQ  of  the  Protective  Duty  on  Cork.— By  Mr.  sImv. 
from  plaoea  in  the  oooaty  of  OoHi.  •fatail  tha  Km— 
of  .NatMoal  EducBtloB.— By  Mr.  T.  Duaoomht.  tnm  fUL 
Bride*!,  for  the  Extcmkm  of  the  Noflkige  to  all  who  aro 
directly  I'axad.— By  Dr.  Bowriag.  Mr.  Johaatcae.  Mr. 
OiteoQ  Vnkg,  and  Mr.  Wakley,  ftom  Rothaf, 
Lanoadiire.  Yurkihire.  Rutlaodahire,  SwaMM* 
the  Blaekmithi  vt  BloonAury,  fbr  a  Rapaal  of  tht 
Gom-lawi.— By  sir  HowanI  Doaglai.  ftom  < 
^aimt  the  PrnpoMd  Akcratino  of  the  Dnty  oa 
—By  Mr.  Gihwo  (?rBif ,  ftom  .Swawaa.  iir  Vote  hy  Bal* 
lot.— By  IxJid  Kandoa.  Ann  the  LleWpool  Lhmary  wd 
NdMitifc  laititutUNi.  (haa  HaiHafi,  and  St 
that  Ularary  Intomtioaa  may  be  CumplBd  fhaa  Ti 
—  By  aa  hon.  Member,  flrom  UvMpool,  iir  the 
taoa  of  aU  Matcriab  uMd  hi  1^ 
Pouah.  Mayo,  Miwa^an,  and  C'avaa,  iir 
the  Importatkm  of  Grata  in  inil^nKii  to  Fhmr^— Phaa 
lldiBbuigh.  i^ahM  the  B«ildh«i  Rcfolatiaa  <lfa  f>. 
— Kron  BartaiMipaB>Titat,  to  prevaat  Btawi  CMka 
baia«  DUtnioad  iir  Raat.— Pnaa  the  JwhilannB  of 
Norwich,  Ax  the  Abolitkn  of  Chiach^atflk— Pram  W. 
N'ewall.  Ibr  applyh«  the  ladurtry  of  the  Ui 
the  Ikrlwtiae  Cultura  of  tha  Load— Pkoai  A.  a. 
km  Umitiiv  the  Duiatfaia  of 
Frnm  J.  Thia,  fur  laquiry  lato  the  Practiee  of  the  Court 
of  itanon  <8eotlMdK->  Praia  Osam 
of  theDutlaiiMithelnpottatioaof 
lila^gow  Emifratiaa  Society,  iir  a   Free  Pinme  fof 

¥.  Blaxtand.  iir  AbolMon  of  TMhiiL 
ClH«y  hi  the  Wort  Rldli«  of  YorfciMia.  a» 
RcfMal  of  the  Act  uaith^  Uie  DlDiaw  of  M.  AMph 
and  Banfor.— Prom  Kitfcm,  and  Klllard,  ftir  Eaanony 
HMEBt  of  Imh  Pbhariok— From  Sailihbana^  far  Ah*, 
hlioa  of  Lay  PanoB^e  (Si 


The  Tariff.]  Mr.  //owet,  teeing  the 
right  boo.  PresideDt  of  the  Botrd  of 
Trade  in  hit  placci  begged  to  atk  him 
bow  toon  it  would  be  in  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  power  to  place  a  correct 
Tariff  in  the  handt  of  Members.  He  pot 
the  quettion  becaoae  the  right  hon.  Gea- 
tlemao  bad  promised  oo  a  former  eveo* 
iog,  that  at  tooo  at  tooie  typographical 
errors  were  corrected,  and  other  cbaoget 
made,  the  tariff  sboold  be  laid  oo  the 
Table.  He  was  aoxiout,  that  the  right 
boo.  Gentleman  tboold  state  whether  the 
tariff  would  be  pretented  before  or  after 
Easier^  and  if  after,  how  tooo.  He 
thought  he  was  entitled  to  press  opoo  the 
right  hon.  Geutiemao  the  oeoessity  of  as 
early  prodoctioo,  ioasmuch  at  there  were 
strong  grounds  for  believing  that  this 
tariff  haid  been  a  long  time  under  coosi* 
deratioo,  aod  wet  prepared  with  greftl 
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attention.  He  understood  that  commer- 
cial aiFairfl  were  much  disturbed,  in  con- 
sequence of  not  knowing;  what  amount  of 
duty  would  be  attached  to  each  of  the 
articles  included  in  the  tariff,  and  he 
was  sure  it  was  expected,  that  a  correct 
list  should  t>e  furnished  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

Mr.  Gladitone^  in  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion or  rather  the  observations  of  the  bon. 
Gentleman,  ventured  to  say,  that  no  un- 
necessary delay  in  fixing  the  duties  to  be 
laid  on  the  different  articles  had  taken 
place  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  He 
could  well  believe,  that  any  suspense  on 
such  a  subject  must  have,  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  represented,  a  distracting  and 
paralysing  effect  on  trade.  He  was  ex- 
ceedingly anxious,  that  it  should  l)e  pre- 
sented in  an  authentic  form  as  soon  as  possi« 
ble,  but  the  correction  of  typographical 
errors,  and  of  errors  which  they  (the  Govern- 
ment) had  made,  and  which  it  was  neces- 
sary to  rectify,  caused  the  delay  which 
had  occurred.  But,  from  the  number  of 
representations  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
to  the  different  departments  which  had 
the  regulation  of  those  duties,  it  would  be 
disrespectful  to  the  persons  making  these 
communications  if  sufiicicnt  time  were  not 
taken  to  consider  them.  He  fully  antici- 
pated that,  during  the  Raster  recess,  all 
these  representations  and  collateral  sug- 
gestions would  be  determined  upon ;  and 
that  by  the  time  the  House  met  again,  on 
Monday  week,  or  thereabouts,  a  corrected 
tariff  would  be  ready  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Members. 

TiMBKR  DuTirs.]  Mr.  /'.  3f.  Stewart 
begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  rij^ht 
hon.  Baronet  to  a  subject  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  his  constituents  and  to  tbc 
country  generally;  he  alluded  to  the 
alteration  and  reduction  of  the  duties  on 
limber,  foreign  and  colonial,  as  affecting 
the  interests  of  holders  in  this  country. 
He  believed  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
aware,  that  at  no  former  period  was  there 
such  a  quantity  of  duty-paid  timber  on 
hand,  as  at  this  moment.  In  London 
that  such  was  the  case,  had,  as  he  un- 
derstood been  represented  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet;  and  in  the  Clyde,  the 
Canadian  timber  now  held,  duty-paid, 
was  greater  in  quantity  than  at  any  former 
period.  He  had  bad  an  interview  with 
some  of  the  holders  of  that  stock  this  day, 
and  tbty  iafonned  him  that  tbej  wert  io* 


duced  to  take  that  large  quantity  on  handt 
because  they  thought  they  were  aora  thai 
the  differential  duty  would  remain  un- 
altered ;  and  it  was  not  the  coatooi  to 
bond  Canadian  timber.  The  question 
which  he  wished  to  ask  was,  whethar  il 
were  the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  Bn« 
ronet  to  relieve  those  parties^  either  by  a 
remission  or  drawback  of  the  doty  (aannd 
been  done  in  former  cases),  or  to  pvt 
them  time  to  get  rid  of  their  stock  bafcm 
the  alteration  of  the  duty  came  into 
effect. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  he  had  received  eon- 
munications  on  this  subject  from  a  variotj 
of  quarters  to  the  iame  effect  aa  ihoaa 
which  had  been  addressed  to  the 
Gentleman.  With  respect  to  the 
liarly  large  amount  of  duty.paid  ttmher 
now  in  the  posseuion  of  British  tnsr 
merchants,  the  hon.  Member  had 
tioned  one  cause  which  he  thoaeht  aofi* 
cient  to  explain  the  fact ;  but  tbcfe  wan 
another  reason  which  he  had  not  adverted 
to,  and  which  possibly  would  go  atiii  fur* 
ther  to  account  for  the  very  large  itodt 
on  hand  ;  he  meant  the  notice  which  waa 
given  last  year  by  the  noble  Lord  (Loid 
J.  Russell)  of  proposing  a  duty  of  20b. 
a  load  on  colonial  timber,  and  one  obied 
of  the  parties  might  be  to  increaae  their 
stock  and  escape  the  larger  duty ;  and  m 
this  predicament  undoubtedly  the  pro* 
posed  reduction  had  caught  the^t  U> 
the  very  expressive  phrase  of  the 
Gentleman.  He  was  asked,  whether  Im 
would  allow  any  drawback  t  his 
was— certainly  not.  There  were 
which,  upon  articles  subject  to  the  j 
diction  of  the  Customs,  a  drawback 
been  allowed— on  silk  for  instance ;  and 
they  should  operate  as  a  decisive  wambf 
against  the  adoption  of  such  a  aytten  in 
all  time  coming.  He  had  good  reason  to 
know,  within  the  last  few  days,  what  mnai 
be  the  fate  of  him  who  attempted  gfeal 
commercial  reforms.  One  party  charged 
him  with  an  unwillingness  to  touch  great 
interests,  and  another  that  he  interfered 
with  the  stability  of  trade.  The  ■tale- 
men  ts  he  had  received  from  the  dealera  m 
timber  in  this  country  represented  the 
great  depression  of  trade-^there  waa  no 
demand  for  timber,  and  in  consequence  of 
that  depression  the  price  of  timber  bed 
fallen  considerably,  so  that  it  was  impoeM* 
ble  now  to  sell  Canadian  timber,  even  nt 
prime  cost.  The  answer  he  had  to  naho 
to  all  each  repreeentaliona  vaii  ■*  Itat 


1117  Forgery  tf  ExekequirmBUli.  {Mai 

the  bill  he  coocarred,  but  tame  difficultiet 
hftd  alwiyt  iriten  as  to  the  detaib. 

Vitcoant  Makom  taid,  he  had  been  in 
communication  with  several  parties,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  changes  he  proposed  to 
have  printed  would  materially  obviate 
those  objections  which  at  different  periods 
had  l>een  taken  sgainst  such  a  measure. 
He  should  be  most  happy  to  attend  to 
any  suggestions  that  might  be  offered. 

Orders  of  the  day  read,  and  the  House 
resolved  into  committee  on  the  Ck>py right- 
bill  pro  /ormd.  Amendments  made,  and 
bill  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FOROKRT      OF        ExCIIEQUER*BlLLA.] 

Mr.  C.  Builer  asked,  what  course  the 
Government  intended  to  pursue  with  re- 
spect to  the  Forged  Exchequer-bills  Bill  ? 
No  opposition  was,  he  believed,  intended 
to  be  offered  to  the  measure,  and  it  was 
very  hard  that  it  should  be  postponed.  It 
should  be  recollected  that  there  was  a 
number  of  individuals  whose  fortunes  and 
characters  were  depending  on  the  settle- 
ment of  the  measure. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  been  anxiously  seeking 
for  an  opportunity  to  bring  on  the  bill« 
but  none  nad  presented  itself,  although 
the  House  had  sat  every  day  until  half- 
past  one  or  two  o'clock.  It  was  necessary 
that  the  bill  ahould  be  brought  on  at  an 
early  hour,  because  the  late  Solicitor- 
general  had  given  notice  of  his  intention 
to  move  some  amendments. 

Lord  y.  KusuU  said,  it  was  trne  that 
his  learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Wor- 
cester intended  to  move  some  amendments 
to  the  bill,  and,  therefore,  it  was  desirable 
that  it  should,  if  possible,  be  brought  on 
some  day  at  an  early  hour.  The  amend- 
ments were  conBned  to  a  particular  point, 
and  would  not  give  rise  to  a  general  dis- 
cuuioo.  He  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  a  question  upon  another  point. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  referred  to 
the  machinery  established  under  the  Pro- 
perty-tax Act  of  1806,  as  being  the  model 
for  that  which  he  intended  to  introduce 
into  his  bill.  Now  it  would  be  very  de- 
sirable that  the  House  sboold  have  an 
opportunity  ol  compaiing  that  act  with 
the  right  hon.  Baronei'a  bill;  and  he, 
therefore,  wiehed  to  know  whether  the 
right  hoo.  Baronet  would  have  any  ob- 
jection to  the  reprinliog  of  the  act  of 
1806? 

Sir  A  Pml  thought,  il  mifbi  be  pro- 
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dnctive  of  convenienee  to  have  the  act 
reprinted,  and  it  ahoold  be  done. 

Sir  O.  Clerk  said,  that  probably  there 
might  happen  to  be  a  sufficient  number 
of  copies  of  the  act  at  the  Queen's  sta- 
tioner!, in  which  case  it  would  be  un- 
necessary to  reprint  it 

Sir  R.  Jnglis  asked  when  the  Exche- 
qoer-bills  Bill  would  be  proceeded  with  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  he  could  not  do  better 
than  propose  that  the  bill  should  come 
on  at  five  o'clock  on  Monday  the  4th  of 
April. 

Ihcome  Tax.1  Sir  R.  Peel  moved 
the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  re- 
solve itself  into  a  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  consider  the  resolution  for  a 
property  and  Income-tax. 

Order  of  the  Day  was  read,  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Blewiit  said,  he  thought  as  he  did 
on  Monday  night,  that  the  proposal  for 
an  Income-tax  was  pressed  forward  with 
indecent  haste,  and  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  relied  upon  the  charity  of  the 
House  for  enabling  him  to  carry  the  tax 
upon  whkh  the  people  of  the  country  had 
had  no  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinion.  He  thought  that  the  r^ht  hoo. 
Baronet  was  not  actjog  in  acmdance 
with  constitutional  principles.  He  under* 
stood  that  the  object  of  a  committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  to  raise  money  to 
provide  for  the  supplies;  but  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  proposed  an  Income-tax  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  take  off  other 
taxes.  That  was  not  providing  for  supply 
to  be  granted  to  her  Majesty.  Being  of 
opinion  that  the  proposal  for  an  Income- 
tax  was  pressed  forward  with  indecent 
haste,  he  would  move  then  that  another 
order  of  the  dav  should  be  proceeded  with. 
He  accordingly  moved  tliat  the  Publio 
Works  Bill  should  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  hon.  Member 
could  not  make  that  motion,  because  the 
order  for  the  House  resolving  itself  into  a 
committee  of  supply  had  already  been 
read,  and  the  questioo  now  before  the 
House  was,  that  the  Speaker  leave  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Blewiit  said,  that  be  would  asove 
that  the  new  tariff  should  be  uken  into 
consideration  before  the  loooose-tox. 

The  Speaker  said,  thmt  that  motion  abo 
was  irreguUr  aod  out  of  tioM. 

Mr.  BUwiii  wished  to  koow  in  what 
respect  the  oMtioo  wan  irragoiar. 
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The  Speaker  ttid»  that  the  tiriff  muit 
be  coDiidered  in  a  commiitee  of  the  whole 
House ;  but  the  order  of  the  day  had  been 
read  for  a  committee  of  Ways  and  Meant. 

Houie  in  committee. 

Lord  R.  Grosvmor  was  well  aware  how 
little  entitled  he  was  to  address  the  House 
upon  the  all  important  and  difficult  sub- 
ject which  now  occupied  its  attention, 
und  lie  should  not  have  ventured  to  in- 
trude himself  upon  its  notice  had  it  not 
been  that  he  beliered  he  entertained  opin- 
ions difTeriiig  from  those  of  any  of  the 
speakers  who  had  preceded  him  in  tiie 
debate,  and  it  was  under  that  impression 
that  he  would  ask  the  kind  indulgence  of 
the  House  whiUt  he  endeavoured,  as  briefly 
as  possible*  to  state  the  reasons  whicn 
^  would  influence  his  vote  upon  the  present 
*  ^^xatfion.  The  outline  of  the  argumentit 
.  on  both  aides  of  the  House  upon  this 
.  q^ucttion,  he  apprehended  to  be  this  ;  the 
.  nght  hon.  Baronet,  on  the  part  of  her 
Majesty's  Government,  he  understood  to 
say  that,  in  consequence  of  the  omtinued 
deficiency  in  the  revenue  as  compared  with 
the  expenditure,  it  was  al>M>]utely  neces- 
sary to  devise  some  means  of  raising  the 
revenues  to  the  annual  requirements  of  the 
State ;  that,  oo  account  of  the  disturbed 
state  of  our  affairs  in  India,  our  relations 
with  China,  and  especially  as  Government 
had  it  in  contemplation  to  make  great 
changes  in  the  tariff,  the  results  of  which 
could  not  with  certainty  be  predicted,  it 
would  be  expedient  not  only  to  restore  the 
income  of  the  country  to  a  level  with  the 
cx|icnditure,  but  also  to  wiileu  the  margin, 
ill  order  to  meet  powible  ex|M*nses  on  the 
one  hand,  and  to  gimrd  aj^amflt  deficiency 
on  the  other.  To  effect  this,  new  tuxes 
must  be  imposed ;  that  as  it  was  imprac- 
ticable to  place  further  bunlens  upfin  arti- 
cles of  consumption,  reciHirse  mu»t  be  had 
tiidirect  taxation,  and  that  thebt-st  method 
under  the  circumsianifs  would  be  the  levy 
of  a  tax  of  Id.  in  the  pound  upon  all  in. 
comes  whatsoever,  lie  th*  y  perpetual,  or 
be  they  casual,  above  1. '>')'/.  a -year,  for  a 
limitrfl  period.  This  he  uitdcrstiNid  to  be 
the  case  of  her  Maje<itv'!i  (lorernmcnt, 
with  the  exception  of  tfie  imposition  of 
certain  other  duties  u|ion  stamps  and 
spints  in  Ireland,  a*i  an  equitjileut  to  the 
share  of  the  property-ta\  which  Ireland 
might  be  expected  to  |)ay.  and  an  ex|iorl 
duty  upon  ouals  of  4m.  a  ton  ;  hut  those 
did  not  materially  affiTt  the  question  now 
before  tlie  Housep  which  he  tiMtk  to  be, 
whether  we  shall  consent  to  the  impositiuo 
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of  the  loeoBM-tax  opon  the 

by  the  right  hon.  Banmet  ?    Go 

hand»  it  had  been  urged  by  fi— >' 

the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  that 

tax  was  an  odious  one ;  loqukitiNrMl, 

just,  and  intolerable  io    its  MrtaraL 

whatever  shape  it  might  be  put 

that  it  had  alwavs  hitherto^  andooglii 

to  be,  considered  as  the  MUhmrmim 

That  in  order  to  distract  pii 

from  the  deformity  of  lua 

right  hon.  Gentleman  had  gicttlr 

rated  the  difficulties  of  his  porinoa ) 
to  prove  the  truth  of  the  aHqpOLioa 
of  taxes,  producing  many  nillioiia» 
had  been  repealed  since  the  peace,  had 
pointed  out  to  him,  upon  which  he 

told  he  ought  to  have  ezerciaed  hb 

cial  ingenuity  before  having  reoomee  tm 
reprehensible  a  proposition  ai  hb  Ii 
tax.   The  right  hon.  Baronet,  ai  he  „_ 

stood,  differing  widely  firom  the  other 

as  to  their  view  of  the  exiMDcbt  ef  the 
moment,  concurred  nevertMlesi  in  fU^ 
that  the  tax  was  one  which  should  ael  he 
resorted  to.  except  in  a  case  of  urgeat  ^^ 
cetsity  ;  and  it  was  just  on  eooouet  ef 
agreement  between  the  two  |iertfai^ 

because  he  ventured  with  great  dHU . 

and  humility  to  dissent  from  both,  thel  he 
was  anxious  not  to  give  a  sileDt  vole 
the  present  occasion.     He  had  en 

this  subject,  not  now  for  the  lint  ti 

had  not  concealed  his  opinbui,  theft  el* 
thouffh  no  doubt  many  objectioBa  could  he 
urged  against  this  tax,  in  whatever 
it  might  come,  still  that  much  moiei 
excepti(»ns  could  be  taken  to  maej 

j  taxes,    which   still    remained    n 
u{Mm    «Hir    statute  book;   and 
heard   the    right    hon.   Baronet,  in 
course  of  his  financial  statement, 
the  Hrnise  that  it  was  his  in 

propose  the  Income-tax.  he        

announcement,  because  he  had  hswd  thet^ 

warned  by  past  experience,  the  rUl  ~ 

Uaronet  would  have  propounded  K 

just  principles,  and  would  have  i 

to  levy  it,  not  merely  till  be  had 

to  revite  the  tariff,  but  also  till  he  hel 

i  lieeu  enabled  to  review  the  whob  tfeftiui 
i»f  our  taxation,  in  order  to  the  reaeel  ef 
some  of  those  imposts  to  which  he  hedel* 

,  luded,  and  which  press  so  heavily  upeu  the 

I  springs  of  our  nati^mal  industry.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  doomed  him,  in  comnMNi  wm 


wheu  he 


j  those  who  entertained  similar  opieboa, 
I  a  severe  disappointment,  in  the  first    ' 
in  giving  them  little  hope  c»f  any  in 
to  deal  with  tlie  opprcsHve  inenyelj 
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tugtrdutiei:  Mcoadlr,  bj  the  production  [  he  deeply  r^etted  that  the  right  hon. 
of  A  uriff  npletA  with  vidous  prindplei ; !  Butmet,  the  priDcipal  Mioitter  of  the 
lutlyandmunlr,  bytheezplanatioaoftba  Crown,  and  the  leRder  of  that  Houm, 
■aanner  in  whicn  he  ioteaded  to  apportion  should  hare  been  the  fint  to  introduce  mi 
hia  tax,  and  which  would,  in  addition  to  acrimonious  tone  into  tfaia  debate,  and 
it*  alrcad)'  mifficicntly  unittrartire  fea-  that  upon  a  lubject  which  was  one  re- 
lurei,  render  it  a  meaaure  of  the  most  quiring  the  calmett  and  moat  ditpusionat« 
cruel  injuatice.  It  might  be  all  rery  well  con  aide  ration,  he  should  ha*c  thought  flt 
.,  when  the  propoaition  wu  I  to  caal  iraputatioaa  upon  the  nnble  I»rd, 


norel,  arid  the  danger  imminent,  to  ofer- 

look  the  unequal  and  inequitable  preHure    acted  with  hi 

of  a  tax  ao  levied;  but  now,  when  all  thc«c    with   Mfety 


Member  for  London,  and  tfaoae  who 

imputation*  which  he  could 

it  waa   out  of  the  right 


Ihioga  were  better  utiderftood,  and  the  dif-  '  hon.  Baron et'i  power  to  tubatantiate.  And, 


ferencea  were  suacepljble  of  calculation,  he    h 


little  credit  he  feared  the  right 


waa  at  a  lota  to  conceive  what  excuM  a  Mi.  .  hon.  Gentlemeu  oppmite  migbt  he  inclined 
tiiiter  (rf  the  Crown  oould  hare,  after  ma-  ,  to  attach  to  the  aaaertJon,  b«  auuted  tbo 
ture  deliberation, forcMBingdownaodpro-  Houie  he  had  endearoured  to  arrive  at 
poaing  lo  thi*  Houte  ibal  the  owner  of  pro-  i  hi*  opinion*  unbiaaaed  by  party  coniidera- 
perty  in  laod  or  the  funds,  subject  to  no  tion* ;  but  honestly  and  sincerely  enter- 
iitdition  whattoever,  should  par  no  more    taining   them,   he   felt  himielf  compelled 

to  vote  against  the  resolution  now  in  the 

hand*  of  the  Chair. 


proportinn  than  the  annuitant,  the  pro-  |  to 
fcMional  man,    and  the  trader.    And  he  j  hai 
would  go  further;  he  had  given  the  sub- 
ject all  the  coosideratioQ  in  his  power;  he 


i: 


Mr.  C.  Butler  could  not  avoid  com- 
.  J  .  ■  1  -  .  1  ""icing  his  remark*  upon  this  important 
lad  listened  lo  all  that  had  been  advanced  mbjeci  by  eipreiaing  his  coincidence  widi 
in  tbe  debate,  and  he  declared,  that  ub1«»  the  noLle  Lord  who  bad  preceded  him,  in 
more  cogent  reason*  oould  be  adduced  than  i  censuring  the  tone  of  acrimony  and  part? 
had  be«n  put  forward  hitherto,  be  would  filing  ,hich  had  been  given  to  the  debate 
never  givoliia  vote,  whaterermight  be  tbe  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
arcumrt«i«arfthecountry,toan  Income.  ;fo,Tamworth.  [I»UrT«,hon.]  He  was 
tax  levied  in  the  manner  now  proposed  by  p,ing  („  „p|,in  the  ground*  on  which 
her   Majesty's  GovemmeDt.     He  would    i.^  ..jj  ,bi,,  for  he  


not  *o  fitr  abuie  the  paliraoe  of  the  House 
a*  to  advert  to  the  wanton  aacrifioe  of  a 
larn  revenue  in  the  hce  of  this  defideiicy, 
and  the  irrecoadleable  difference  between 
the  claims  pat  forth  bv  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  he 
tbe  frienda  of  the  consumer  and  the  pro- 
moters of  sound  principles  of  commercial 
legialatinn,  and  tbe  fact*  of  ibeir  proposed 
lawa  with  regard  to  tbe  importation  of 
com,  the  cootinuaDce  of  the  sugar  mono- 
poly, as  they  are,  and  tbe  differential  du. 
lie*  of  their  so-called  revised  tarifl'.  It 
wa*  not  that  he  waa  not  fully  alive  to  the 
drcnmtlanocti  but  they  had  already  been 
ao  ably  and  so  unanswerably  staled  by  tbe 
noble  Lord  and  right  boo.  Gentlemen  who 
sat  around  him,  thai  further  comment  was 
superfluous :  doubtle«,  tbey  would  give 
this  House  and  tbe  country  additional 
reason*  of  dissalisfactioa  at  tbe  propoacd 
impost,  although  tbey  did  not  include  the 
main  (jijectiona  he  entertained  towards  it 
He  bad  endeavoured  to  state,  what  were 
hia  Goovktioos  on  this  subject,  without 
unMcessarily  alluding  to  any  topics  nf 
irritation;    but   before   be   sat   down,   ' 


he  was  not  io  tbe  habit 
oi  mshing  charges  without  ei  plan  a  lion. 
If  ever  there  wa*  a  queslioo  which  deserved 
to  be  discussed  wiihoot  rererence  to  party 
ferling,  it  was  this;  and  iftbere  was  any  per> 
(On  who  should  be  especially  anxious  lo  pre- 
vent such  consideration*  entering  into  the 
discussion,  it  was  the  Minister  whose  doty 
it  was  10  introdoce  so  grest  and  important 
a  mcBiure.  In  this  respect,  the  conduct 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  with  reference 
to  this  subject,  had  disappointed  him; 
it  was  difierenl  from  what  he  must, 
in  justice  >ay,  was  the  moderation  and 
fairnes*  which  uaually  characteri*ed  the 
right  boo.  Baronet's  course  of  proceed- 
ing* in  that  House.  In  the  first  place,  he 
could  not  hrip  thinking  that  tbe  measure 
was  pressed  forward  with  some  degree  of 
unnecessary  baate.  In  the  second  place, 
be  thought  that  the  Minister  io  bringing 
it  forward  should  have  held  himself  open 
to  the  reception  of  any  alteration*  which 
migbt  be  tuggested  during  tbe  progress  of 
the  discussion;  and  oaght  not,  in  tbe 
first  instance,  to  have  declared,  perempto- 
rily, that  he  would  not  lisUn  to  a 


might.  DMhaps,  be  allowed  to  atate,  that    x>ent<t  ood  that  the  plan  •bonM  be  taken 
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as  a  whole.    [Sir  jR.  Peel  wai  not  un- 
willing^ to  attend  to   suggestions.]    He 
certainly  understood  the  right  hon.  Baro* 
net  to  have  eipressed  the  opinion  which 
he  had  attributed  to  him  when  he  stated 
his  intentions  with  respect  to  terroinible 
annuities.     He  had  heard  with  astonish- 
ment the  right  hon.  Baronet  declare,  with 
rererencc  to  such  a  question  as  that,  that 
he  would  not  adroit  of  any  alteration,  and 
he  subsequently  used  the  significant  phrase, 
that  Government  would  stand  or  fall  by 
the   measure.     The   right  hon.   Baronet 
had,  in  his  opinion,  carried  this  fault  still 
further  by  the  tone  of  recrimination  which 
he  had  adopted  towards  that  (the  Opposi- 
tion) side  of  the  House,  and  by  constant 
appeals  to  party  feelings  on  his  own  side 
or  the  House — by  the  assertion,  over  and 
over  again,  that  his  measure  had  been  ren- 
dered necessary  by  some  great  misconduct 
on  the  part  of  his  predecessors.    [Cheers.] 
Now,    that    cheer    which    now    greeted 
him  from  the  other  side  was  just  one  of 
those  violent  party  cheers  which,  he  con- 
tended, ought  not  to  have  been  heard  in 
the  course  of  this  discussion,  bat  which 
the  rij^ht  hon.  Baronet  seemed  to  him  to 
have   taken   the  utmost   pains  to  elicit ; 
and  he  must  say,  with  all  respect,  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  conduct  in  the 
debate   had  given    too   much   reason  for 
believing,   that  he  did    not    venture    to 
rest  his   plan  upon  the  mere  claims  of 
justice  and  good  policy,  and  had  therefore 
endeavoured  to  carry  it  by  routing  party 
feehng  in  tupportof  it.  The  right  hon.  Baro- 
net must  have  observed  the  ominous  silence 
with  which  his  announcement  of  an  In- 
come-tax was  received  on  his  own  side  of 
the   House,  and  the  still  more  ominous 
silence  with  which  the  details  of  his  new 
tariff  were  received  in  the  same  quarter ; 
and.  therefore,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
felt  it  expedient  to  appeal  to  party  feeling  in 
order  to  excite  his  followers  to  support  him 
in  measures  which  were  unpalatable  to  ilkero, 
for  the  mere  put  pose  of  •riving  him  .mother 
triumph  over  their  political  opponenli.     It 
was  with  great  reluctance  he  said  thii,  br • 
ciuse  he  wasa«areit  wuulJ  be  considered 
unbecoming  in  him  to  appear  as  the  ci-n^ui 
of   the    right   hon.    Baronet,     lie   ciuld 
assure  the  House,  that  he  would  not  havt 
Slid  so  much  if  he  had  not  smcerelv  de. 
piored  the  tone  tihich  such  high  authunt) 
had  introduced  mto  the  debate.    He  nuiild 
not  say  another  word  upon  those  lu^.ics, 
but  proceed  tl  on€«  to  the  question  mme- 


IneoimB4ax*  IMM 

diatelj  under  the  coniiderttiM  of  te 

House.    He  thought  he  woald  noC  ko 

accused  of  dealing  in  that  ioieaa 

geration  to  which  they  were  all  in 

House  somewhat  too  much  gifra. 

he  expressed  an  opiuioD  that  Cbit  plat 

proposed  by  the  right  hoo.  Bareaac  WH  • 

measure  which  concerned  not  ntftlw  At 

budget,  not  merely  the  finanoee  of  At 

year,  but  which  must  inevitably 

great  influence  on  the  future  fioaociol 

licy  of  the  country.  The  propoaltion  of 

right  hon.  Baronet  to  impoM  an  I 

tax,  in  time  of  peace,  appeared  to  him  to 

be  the  most  important  innovatioa  over  OU 

tempted  in  the   financial  hiatorj  of  iko 

country.     He  was  not  verted  io  tho 

guage   of  praise  —  he  very  leldoa 

it;    and   the  right   hon.   Baiooet  ioi|il 

therefore  rely  on  his  siocerilyt  whoo  ■■ 

gave  him  credit  for  having  shows 

boldness  in    the   scope    and    ■ 

of   the  measure  which  be  had 

forward.  It  wasnot  a  measure  whieb  alt 

or   narrowminded    man  would  hato 

dreamed  of  proposing.    He  rousi  aleo  _ 

the  right  hon.  Baronet — and  herep  loo^i  ho 

»poke  with  all  sincerity — credit  for 

honesty.     His  was  not  a  propoiilioo 

would  have  been  brought  forward  hf  o 

man  who  was  anxious  to  tida  ov 

difficulties  of  the  moment,  and  Io 

collision  with  men's  intereaca.  Fvithar 

that,  however,  he  could  not  go  io 

praise.  Great,  honest,  and  bold  aa iIm 

sure  was,  to  liim  it  leeiaed  nothisf  b«|  0 

great  mischief;  and  the  moalraali,  aasria^ 

and  pernicious  scheme  ever  propoaed  lo  iko 

financial  history  of  the  country.    Thia  VOO 

no  question  of  how  the  GovcrnflMOt  voo 

to  obtain  the  supplies  for  a  aiogk 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  propoaad  ikat 

Income-tax  should  endure  for  Ihraa 

but  was  there  a  man  in  the  H 

supposed  that  if  the  right  bon. 

>hould  succeed  in  carrying  bia 

the  exptriment  would  slop  at  that 

No :  it  was  far  too  cooveaient  a 

raising  supplies  to  alKiw  of  aay 

(lining  the  hope,  that  it  would  be 

•loned  at  the  termination  of  tht 

now  assigned  for  its  existaoce.     ll 

I'ar  f  asier  mode  of  makmg  np  a 

propose  an  addition  of  one- half  or  1 

oent.  10  the  Income-tax  than  to 

fresh  tuxes  to  raise  the  amount  of 

required.     He  could  not.  thercflbrt, 

rei:.irdiog  this  measure  as  likely,  if 

cetaful,  to  effect  a  (rati  ckaoga  io 
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financial  lyttem  of  the  coontrj,  by  com- 
mencing the  lobttitution  of  direct  for 
indirect  taxation.  Now,  to  such  a 
change  he  objected  to  itrongly,  that  he 
hoped  he  should  be  excused  for  going 
fully  into  the  grounds  of  his  oppo- 
sition to  it,  though  in  so  doing  he  might 
perhaps  fall  into  the  error  of  repeating 
much  which  had  been  said  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  his  side  of  the  House.  The  ob- 
jections which  he  should  now  state  would 
apply  exclusifely  to  the  Income-tax — the 
tax  upon  fluctuating  and  uncertain  in- 
comes. He  believed,  indeed,  that  no  one 
bad  objected  to  the  property-tax,  that  was, 
to  the  tax  upon  realised  property.  There 
was  only  one  remark  he  would  make 
upon  the  subject  of  a  property- tax  as 
disconnected  from  a  tax  upon  income. 
If  the  Members  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament,  who  were  almost  entirely 
owners  of  fixed  property,  landed  or  funded, 
chose  to  impose  a  tax  upon  themselves, 
he  would  say  that  it  was  a  public- 
spirited  and  noble  measure.  To  any  pro- 
posal of  such  a  tax  he  could  only  reply 
in  the  language  of  the  old  story  of 
King  James  Ist  and  the  bishops.  King 
Janes,  as  the  story  went,  once  asked 
Bishop  Williams,  who  waa  a  notoriously 
servile  man,  whether  he  had  a  right  to  take 
money  from  his  sobjecta  in  order  to  raise 
a  sum  be  wanted  ?  To  which  the  bishop 
replied,  that  his  Majesty  had  a  right  to 
take  what  he  pleased.  The  king  then 
turned  to  another  bishop,  who  was  a  man 
of  more  independent  character,  and  asked 
him  bis  opinion  on  the  point.  He  replied 
that  his  Majesty  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  take  Bishop  Williams's  money,  because 
he  bad  assented  to  it.  In  the  same  way, 
if  the  owners  of  property  in  Parliament 
should  think  proper  to  Uke  on  themselves 
alone  the  burden  of  supplying  the  wants  of 
the  Slate,  be  had  no  doubt  the  profeuional 
and  trading  classes  would  allow  them  to 
follow  their  inclination  in  that  respect.  He 
himself,  however,  did  not  see  how  these  two 
kindsof  taxescoold  be  disconnected,  and  he 
must  frankly  say,  that  when  he  opposed  the 
Income-tax  he  wta  conscious  he  was  also 
opposing  a  property.tax,  because  he  could 
not  place  such  reliance  on  the  magnani- 
mity of  the  Members  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament  as  would  lead  him  to  suppose 
that  they  would  grant  a  tax  upon  property 
unless  It  were  accompanied  by  a  tax  upon 
income.  However  lucid  and  full  were 
the  explaoatioos  which    tba  right  hoo. 


Baronet  had  given  of  his  scheme,  yet 
with  respect  to  the  objections  which  had 
been  made  to  it  on  the  score  of  its  bearing 
on  the  possessors  of  fluctuating  incomes, 
nothing  bad  been  done  towards  clearing 
them  away.  The  first  objection  was,  that 
the  measure  was  very  unjust  by  taxing 
realised  property  only  at  the  same  rate  as 
incomes  for  life  or  a  more  uncertain 
period.  They  would  tax  the  man  whose 
property  was  funded  or  in  land,  his  own 
as  long  as  he  lived,  and  which  would 
then  descend  unimpaired  to  his  family,  at 
the  same  rate  as  tho  man  whose  income 
was  for  life  or  for  a  shorter  period,  de- 
pendent perhaps  for  his  gains  from  year 
to  year  upon  nealth  or  profcMional  suc- 
cess. That  portion  of  his  annual  gains 
which  a  professional  man  was  compelled 
to  put  by,  was  to  be  taxed  at  the  same 
rate  as  that  which  he  could  afford  to  spend. 
This  was,  in  truth,  taxing  the  capital  of 
the  profeuional  man,  while  you  only  taxed 
the  income  derived  from  realised  property. 
He  would  give  what  appeared  to  him  n 
striking  illustration  of  the  injustice  of  tbi^ 
— Suppose  a  man  in  a  profession  to  make 
5,0<X)/.  to  lay  by  besides  what  was  necea-  ' 
sary  for  his  expenses  for  the  year;  an- 
other man  got  a  legacy  of  5,000/.  in  the 
same  tear;  yet  what  a  different  course 
was  taken  towards  the  two !  The  profes- 
sional gain  of  5,000/.  a  year,  though  laid 
by,  and  turned  into  capital,  was  regarded, 
for  that  year,  as  income,  and  the  tax  would 
be  levied  on  the  whole  5,000/. ;  but  the 
legacy  of  the  same  amount  was  immediately 
to  be  considered  as  capital  property,  and 
the  tax  would  be  assessed,  in  that  tear, 
not  on  the  whole  5,000/.,  but  merely  on 
the  income  arising  from  it.  That  ap- 
peared to  him  a  cruel  injustice.  It 
was  a  cruel  thing  to  levy  upon  profes- 
sional gains  of  men  whose  families  were 
dependent  on  their  gains  the  same  tax 
as  they  took  from  a  man  whose  property 
descended  unimpaired  to  his  family.  He 
would  not  take  the  case  of  lawyers,  whose 
incomes  were  sometimes  imagined  to  be 
so  large,  but  which  were  often  very  little, 
nor  would  he  take  the  case  of  physicians, 
although  the  tax  was  peculiarly  hard  upon 
them,  on  account  of  the  short  period  dur- 
ing which  they  made  any  large  income. 
He  had  been  told,  on  the  authority  of  one 
of  the  first  physicians  in  this  country,  that 
the  gaining  period  of  a  physician's  life 
was  not  aboVe  fifteen  years,  and  there 
was  no  other  profesiioti  whieh  eiijoyvd 
203 
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this  was  a  result  which  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  are  already 
tending  to  produce  ?  Did  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  know  the  history  of  the  manu- 
fdctures  on  the  Continent  for  the  last  few 

J  ears,  and  how  they  were  carried  on  by 
Iritish  capital ;  and  was  he  going  to  add 
further  inducements  to  its  transfer  by  im- 
posing a  tax  of  3  per  cent,  on  the  capital 
of  this  country?  It  seemed  to  him  (Mr. 
C.  Buller)  that  there  never  could  have 
been  a  time  in  which  these  general  ob- 
jections to  an  Income-tax  in  time  of  peace 
applied  so  strongly  as  at  the  present 
moment*  and  above  all  applied  so 
strongly  to  the  present  proposal.  His  first 
special  objection  to  the  present  proposal 
of  an  Income-tai,  was  its  extremely  small 
amount.  He  could  conceive  that  there 
might  be  sound  policy  in  an  Income-tax 
when  they  desired  to  raise  a  large  amount  of 
revenue.  If  they  entertained  such  a  project 
at  that  of  Mr.  Ricardo,  and  pro|K>sed  to 
make  the  capital  of  the  country  contribute 
towards  paying  off  the  national  debt,  that 
might  be  worth  making  an  effort  for ;  but 
the  right  boo.  Baronet  proposed  to  raise 
only  3,500,000/.  by  means  of  an  Income- 
tax.  Its  inquisitorial  machinery,  the  in- 
justice of  its  assessment,  its  immoral  ten- 
dency, was  as  great  for  3,000,000/.  as  for 
100,000,000/. ;  and  he  thought  it  a  great 
objection  that  all  the  evils  of  the  tax  which 
existed  not  in  the  amount  taken  from  the 
people,  but  in  the  mode  of  taking  it,  were 
now  to  be  incurred  for  a  comparatively 
small  amount.  His  next  objection  to  it  was, 
that  it  was  for  so  comparatively  short  a 
period.  This  put  the  injustice  of  the  tax 
on  fluctuating  incomes  in  an  extremely 
strong  light.  Mr.  Pitt's  argument  was, 
that  the  Income-tax  weighed  not  more 
heavily  oo  fluctuating  than  on  permanent 
incomes ;  because  each  income  was  to  pay 
as  lon^  only  as  it  lasted,  and  the  fluctu- 
ating mcome  expiring  before  the  other, 
would  also  cease  to  be  taxed  before  the 
other.  He  could,  by  no  means,  admit  the 
force  of  this  jnstiBcation  for  taxing  re- 
alised property  and  fluctuating  incomes  to 
the  same  extent ;  but  it  was  clear,  that  at 
any  rate,  Mr.  Pitt's  argument  applied 
only  to  an  Income* tax  of  an  inde- 
finite duration.  How  would  it  apply 
to  an  Income-tax  imposed  for  a  limited 
period  of  three  years?  If  one  man 
was  taxed  to  a  certain  amouDt  on  his 
income  derived  from  a  lease  of  three  years, 
or  the  precarioiu  professiooti  gtina  of  three 


years,  and  another  man  on  an  estate  in 
fee  which  brought  him  in  the  same  income 
for  the  same  period,  the  right  hon.  Ba* 
ronet  could  not,  like  Mr.  Pitt,  tell  the 
first,  that  as  his  estate  was  of  Icm  duration, 
so  he  would  be  taxed  for  a  shorter  period, 
because,  in  fact,  both  would  be  alike  taxed 
for  three  years ;  the  leasehold  and  profes- 
sional income  would  pat  the  tax  during  the 
three  years  of  their  existence ;  the  estate 
in  fee  would  pay  no  more,  for  at  the  end 
of  the  three  years,  the  tax  wss  to  cease. 
He  roust  also  say,  that  he  believed  the 
present  to  be  an  ill  chosen  period  for  the 
imposition  of  an  Income-tax  on  account 
of  the  great  and  extreme  distress  which 
now  prevailed  in  the  country.  Whatever 
it  might  have  been  in  former  periods,  it 
must  be  certain,  that  where  the  employ- 
ment of  capital  was  not  profitable,  that 
where  there  was  great  distreu  and  great 
commercial  embarrassment,  this  inqui- 
sition, injurious  as  it  was  in  prosperous 
times,  roust  be  productive  of  more  thaa 
usual  inconvenience ;  while  it  must  also 
be  productive  of  more  than  usual  mis- 
chief at  such  a  period  to  tax  the  em- 
ployment of  capital.  There  was  ano« 
ther  argument  which  struck  him  as 
very  forcible  when  applied  to  the  present 
period — namely,  that  the  machinery  of  this 
tax,  always  objectionable,  must  be  more 
especially  objectionable  at  the  present 
period  on  account  of  the  violence  of  party 
feeling,  so  much  greater  now  than  in  the 
time  of  war,  when  this  tax  was  formerly  ia 
operation.  Whowouldbeemployed  to  carry 
this  tax  into  operation  ?  a  man's  neigh- 
bours :  and  those  neighbours  chosen  by  the 
Government  of  the  day.  It  was  perfectly 
possible  that  great  injustice  might  be 
perpetrated  by  violent  party  men,  and 
consequently  great  terror  would  be  en- 
gendered in  a  small  community  by  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  every  man's 
circumstances  were  to  be  exposed  to  some 
violent  political  partisan,  who  might  be 
appointed  a  commissioner.  His  last  ob- 
jection to  this  particular  period  for  the 
imposition  of  the  tax  was  grounded  on  one 
of  the  very  considerations  which  had  been 
urged  for  putting  it  on — namely,  the  dis- 
tressing news  just  received  from  India,  and 
the  state  of  our  affairs  there.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  in  the  speech 
which  introduced  his  budget,  did  right  in 
undervaluing  the  argument  of  what  foreign 
powers  might  think  of  us.  We  were  rather 
apt|  In  geaeralp  to  tbiok  too  much  of  their 
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opinion  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  in  matters 
of  finance,  it  did  appear  to  biro  that  the 
opinion  of  foreign  powers  was  of  import- 
ance, and  that  it  was  unwise  to  do  that 
which,  in  their  eyes,  might  appear  an 
act  of  alarm.  This  tai  had  always  been 
considered  in  this  country  as  the  last 
resource  in  the  most  arduous  war,  and 
had  never  been  imposed  but  during  the 
most  arduous  periods,  such  as  in  1798, 
the  period  of  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore,  and 
the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  and  again  at 
the  renewal  of  the  war  with  France  after 
the  short  peace  of  Amiens.  It  seemed  to 
him  (Mr.  C.  Buller),  therefore,  that  this 
period  was  ill  chosen  for  putting  on  tins 
tai,  because,  from  our  having  recourse  to 
the  same  remedy,  the  world  would  infer 
that  we  were  in  the  same  strait  as  on  those 
occasions ;  and  that  thus  instead  of  being  a 
proof  of  vigour,  it  would  be  regarded  as  a 
proof  of  alarm.  But  his  main  objection 
to  an  Income-tax  was  founded  upon  the 
mere  fact  of  its  unpopularity — an  unpopu- 
larity which  it  must  be  obvious  went  on 
increasing  the  more  that  it  was  felt,  and 
the  inquisitorial  nature  of  its  machinery 
experienced.  It  was  well  known  that  this 
tax  was  most  unpopular  in  former  times, 
and  there  was  not  the  slightest  chance  of  its 
being  more  popular  at  present ;  for  though, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  there  was  uot  now 
the  same  expression  of  feeling  against  it  as 
in  1816,  wheo  the  people  had  had  expe- 
rience of  it,  it  could  not  come  into  0|>era- 
tion  without  that  feeling  being  again  ex- 
cited ;  and  it  should  be  remembered  that 
one  cause  which  would  minister  to  those 
feelings  was,  that  a  great  proportion  of  the 
people  would  look  on  it  as  imposed  u|>on 
them,  not  as  a  legitimate  source  of  revenue, 
but  in  order  to  prevent  a  revenue  U'ing 
raised  from  more  legitimate  sources.  They 
would  look  upon  this  tax  as  one  imposed 
to  keep  up  monopoly  ;  and  every  feeling  of 
aversion  to  its  pressure  would  be  conse- 
quently a;;gravated  by  one  of  deep  and 
just  reiicniment  against  its  origin,  'lliis 
arginiieiit,  derived  from  the  incic  fact  ol 
general  unpopularity,  lipplied  to  all  direct 
taxatidu;  but  it  applied  above  all  to  this 
t.ix,  the  in4chiiuTy  of  which  wa^  so  pecu- 
liarly (kIious.  It  appenred  lo  him  uiiwisv, 
in  A  country  which  took  to  large  a  portion 
of  a  man's  income  for  the  public  service, 
to  let  each  individual  see  too  clearly  the 
exact  niiiuunt  he  paid.  [Sir  G  i'ltrk  : 
\  our  party  advocates  direct  taxation.]  lie 
was  not  surprised  at  the  boo.  Baronet's 


observation.    Many  Gentlemen  oa  bit  tMv 
did  advocate  direct  taxation ;  be  hioMtlf 
did  not,  however;  and  it  did  a  littb  wrpiW 
him,  that  he  (Mr.  C.  Buller)  ehovld  ki 
taking  so  conservative  a  course  anmit  •• 
revolutionary  a  project  proposca  bj  t||f 
right  hon.  Baronet.     He  repeatcdf  thai  k 
seemed  to  him  onwise  to  let  each  farfL 
vidual  see  the  exaet  amount  of  taiithwi 
which  he  paid,  and  more  especially 
bO  large  a  portion  of  the  amount 
from  the  subject  was  employQ(l»  not  !• 
sup|K>rt  public  establishments,  but  to  p^ 
ihc  national  debt.     It  mirht  ba  itkl  IIM 
they  flid  nut  pay  the  leu  oy  indiract  lw« 
ation,  and  that  if  they  did  not  paj 
to  the  collector,  it  was  charged  tor  in 
tradesmen's  bills ;  and  so  they  mi||hl, 
they  blamed  their  butcher  or  tbeir  hi 
for  it,  and  did  not  complain  of  tho  0%^ 
vernment  for  the  amount  thus  taken  Horn 
them.     Direct  taxation  might*  in  eowo» 
quence,  perhaps,  have  one  adfontaft— 
it  might  tend  to  check  the  eatrafngn^ct 
of  our  public  expenditure,  which« 
all  administrations,  was,  be  thOQ|htt 
large  ;  but  might  it  not  also  lead  to 
thing  still    more    formidabia?     SnppMO 
the  Mople,  aggrieved  aa  they  woold  bo 
by  tliis  tax,  should  say,  that  their  oolf 
hope  of  relief  must  be  a  reduction  of  iko 
national  debt  ?     Some  hon.  Oenllamop 
might  look  upon  this  aa  a  thing  of  wbioh 
there  was  not  the  most  remote  appwhio* 
sion  ;  but  his  experience  led  him  CO  laol 
less  confident  on  the  subject.     He 
heard  outcries  against  the  national 
in  that  House,  and  he  had  heard  them  100 
strongly  responded  to  from  both  aidea  lo 
feel  quite  secure  on  this  point.     With  ao 
large  a  debt  ind  with  the  oonieqnent  necoa 
sity  of  rainng  so  large  a  revenne,  be  Ml 
convinced  thai  it  was  wise  toraitt  aalv|o 
a  revenue  as  possible  from  indirect  Ini* 
ation.    The  hon.  Member  for  the  Tootr 
Hamlets  had  dwelt  very  ably  tho  other 
night  on  this  topic.    Up  to  the  Rtfoln- 
liun  there  had  been  a  direct  UX  impoaod 
on  the  people  of  this  counlry,  the  bcOfth 
tax,  which  was  got  rid  of  on  acoooai  of 
its  inquisitorial  character,  and  which  tho 
country  assuredly  would  not  bear  now. 
Aficr  the  Revolution  another  direct  taXp 
the  land  -  tax .  was  shuffled  off.     What  wna 
the  history  of  the  propertv-taa  T    Dnrfaif 
the  whole  of    tho  war  the  peopio  bom 
it   Htihout   a  murmnr.     At  the  cooch* 
lion  of  the  war  they  were  inffeiing  ftom 
a  variety  of  most  oppreuho  Itiii    tbo 
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tai  on  lalt,  the  tti  on  letther,  aod  a 
multitude  of  otherti  yet  igaiuit  none  of 
theae  did  the  peo|>le  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  raiae  their  toicct,  but  they 
turoed  round  on  the  property-tai,  and  the 
Government  of  the  day  was  compelled  to 
abandon  it.  The  ataeieed  taies  neit 
became  an  object  of  popular  hostility. 
In  proportion  as  the  people  had  obtained 
more  influence  in  that  House  their  hostility 
had  been  more  and  more  directed  against 
whatever  direct  taxation  existed.  In  the 
first  instance  iihad  manifested  itself  against 
the  assessed  taxes,  and  Lord  Althorp  was 
obliged  to  take  off  the  house-tax  and  half 
the  window'tax.  A  curious  illustration  of 
this  extreme  dislike  to  direct  taxation  was 
afforded  last  year  by  the  exemption  of  stock 
in  trade  from  being  aMssaed  to  the  Poor- 
rates,  According  to  the  law  of  Queen 
Elixabeih  there  could  not  be  a  doubt  that 
stock  in  trade  was  quite  as  liable  as  any 
other  description  of  property ;  but,  owing 
to  the  odium  of  such  a  rating,  it  had  never 
been  collected  ;  and  when,  in  consequence 
of  a  decision  of  the  Queen's  Bench,  stock 
in  trade  was  found  to  be  liable,  that 
House  enacted  in  a  law  to  prevent  the 
further  continuance  of  that  liability.  Thus, 
in  one  year  they  proclaimed  that  they 
could  not  assess  any  stock  in  trade ;  and 
the  very  next  year  they  caoae  in  and  im- 
posed a  tax  on  every  description  of 
stock  in  trade.  It  ought  to  be  mentioned 
that  the  right  bon.  Baronet  appeared  to 
him  greatly  to  have  under-estimated  the 
amount  of  revenue  that  might  be  looked 
for  froin  this  tax,  even  without  taking 
into  consideration  the  great  increase  that 
had  taken  place  since  the  war  in  the 
wealth  of  the  country.  The  income  of 
Great  Britain  as  assessed  in  1815  was 
170,000,000^  The  whole  amount  of 
income  exempted  from  the  tax  was 
28,860,000/.  leaving  a  remainder  of 
141,160,000/.,  and  supposing  the  income 
of  the  country  to  be  the  same  now  as  in 
1816,  a  revenue  of  4,100,000/.  might  be 
anticipated,  being  400,000/.  more  than 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  calculated. 
But  was  the  income  of  the  country  now 
the  same  as  in  1816?  It  might  not  be 
euy  to  say  what  was  now  the  amount  of 
personal  property,  bot  be  held  in  his  hand 
a  return  that  was  accessible  to  every  hon. 
Member,  and  from  which  some  approxi- 
mation to  a  correct  judgment  might  be 
formed.  The  legacy  duty  formed  a  very 
fair  critarioo  from  which  to  jodga  of  the 


increase  in  the  value  of  the  perional  pro- 
perty of  the  country,  for  the  number  of 
persons  who  died,  and  the  amount  of  pro* 
periy  that  was  bequeathed,  were  not  likely 
to  vary  very  much  from  one  year  to 
another  in  the  aame  period.  During  the 
four  years  ending  in  1816,  the  annual 
average  of  the  property  which  paid  the  le» 
gacy  duty  amounted  to  26,000,000/. 
and  during  the  four  yeara  ending  in 
1839,  it  was  42,936,000/.  It  migbt« 
therefore,  be  fairly  assumed  that  during 
that  interval  the  value  of  peraonal  pro* 
party  had  increased  to  a  proportionate 
extent.  This  argument  whicn  appeared  to 
him  peifectly  sound,  was  aupported  by 
others,  resting  on  other  statistical  data. 
He  found  these  data  in  the  increased  con* 
sumption  of  different  articles.  Sinee  tbo 
war,  taxea  had  been  repealed  to  the 
amount  of  26,000,000/.  a  year,  without 
including  the  property-tax,  and  yet  the 
falling-off  in  the  revenue,  in  consequence 
of  the  repeal  of  ao  many  taxes,  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  1 0.000.000/.  Thia 
great  increase  in  the  consumption  of 
various  articles  must  have  been  owing  to 
the  increased  incomes  of  the  country, 
whereby  the  people  were  enabled  to  con* 
sume  so  much  more  than  formerly.  Il 
seemed,  therefore,  to  him,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  asking  for  much  more 
money  than  he  wanted,  and  this  was  a 
point  to  which  those  hon.  Gentlemen 
ought  particularly  to  look  who  expected 
that  direct  taxation  would  lead  to  greater 
economy ;  forif  the  Government  was  extra* 
vagsnt  now,  it  would  certainly  notbe  leas  so 
when  it  had  four  or  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  more  than  was  at  all  necessary  to 
the  service  of  the  country.  What  was  the 
necessity  of  the  imposition  of  such  a  last 
If  a  necessity  existed,  no  one  doubted  the 
tax  would  cheerfully  be  submitted  to.  In 
the  excitement  of  war,  the  country  would 
be  sure  to  submit.  Tbe  inquisitorial  cha* 
meter  of  the  tax,  people  would  say  waa 
very  bad,  but  an  inquisitorial  tax  was 
better  than  submission  to  an  enemy, 
the  demoralisation  arising  from  the  tax, 
and  the  inequality  of  its  imposition*  they 
would  say  were  very  bad  indeed,  but  to  be 
overrun  by  foreign  soldiers  would  be  still 
worse.  At  present,  however,  no  such  neces- 
sity existed  for  the  imposition  of  the  tax. 
Tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  had  prefaced  hie 
proposal  for  imposing  it  with  a  statement 
in  which  he  had  taken  a  most  extravagant 
view  of  the  taifeiidea  of  tha  praaeot  atali 
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of  afTairs,  as  well  as  made  a  most  eitra- 
vagant  depreciation  of  the  resources  of 
the  oation.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
also  referred,  in  terms  of  the  greatest 
despondency,  to  the  disorder  eihibited  by 
the  finances  of  the  nation,  and  he  had 
made  the  most  of  all  these  exaggerated 
statements  for  the  sole  purpose  of  inducing 
the  House  to  consent  to  the  imposition  of 
an  Income-tax.  True  it  was,  that  the  House 
had  repealed  several  of  the  old  taxes  too 
toon,  and  equally  true  it  was,  that  the  ab* 
straction  of  those  taxes  bad  caused  the  de- 
ficiencies in  the  revenue  of  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  made  so  much  com- 
plaint. Amongst  those  taxes  that  were 
repealed,  however,  there  was  one  which 
had  been  often  discussed,  and  to  which 
frequent  reference  had  been  made,  as  if 
the  reduction  of  it  were  a  measure  to  be 
censured  and  deplored.  He  referred  to 
the  Post-office  reform,  and  he  felt  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  if  an  opportunity 
could  be  given  him  of  voting  on  that  sub- 
ject, with  the  advantage  of  all  the  experience 
and  consideration  for  which  be  had  had 
an  opportunity  since  he  voted  in  1839, 
he  would  repeat  the  vote,  which  he  then 
gave,  and  now,  as  then,  strain  every 
nerve  to  repeal  the  tax  upon  the  car- 
riage of  letters ;  for  he  felt  no  scruple  in 
asserting  that  if  he  looked  back  to  the 
advantages  which  bad  been  already  con- 
ferred upon  the  nation  by  the  Reform  Bill, 
more  general  benefit  had  been  conferred 
by  that  one  measure  of  penny  postage  than 
by  any  other  act  which  Parliament  had 
sanctioned  since  the  year  1 83'2.  It  was  the 
measure  of  all  the  legislation  of  reformed 
Parliaments,  that  had  shewn  the  most  sin- 
cere and  enlightened  regard  for  the  working 
people:  a  regard  which  went  further 
than  the  mere  material  wants  and  com- 
forts of  the  people,  and  made  some  pro- 
vision for  their  moral  condition.  The  re- 
duction of  the  former  enormous  rate  of 
postage  to  its  present  uniform  amount, 
showed  that  the  Government  had  had  re- 
gard for  the  moral  wants  of  the  lower 
classes,  had  given  them  credit  for  p05sess- 
ing  hearts  and  intellects,  and  had  by 
mi-ans  of  the  free  communication  now 
permitted  to  them  by  means  of  the 
Post-oiiice  reform,  given  them  an  inter- 
chansre  of  ail'ection  and  opinion.  [  Cherrs  ] 
Those  checrji,  which  sounded  somewhat 
like  a  taunt,  came  with  a  vciy  bad  grace 
from  the  same  hon.  Members  who  bad 
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favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  tax  onktlens 
and  they  proceeded  with  a  still  wone  gnw« 
from  the  supporters  of  a  GoveraoMat 
which  would  not  venture  to  re-impote  tht 
tax,  which  they  insinuated  ought  nol  to 
have  been  abolished.  To  returop  howtvcr. 
to  the  consideration  of  those  fioaocial  dif- 
ficulties by  stating  which  the  Oorerni 
had  endeavoured  to  justify  ao  Im 
tax.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  obitrMd« 
that  it  was  quite  ootorioaa  to  every  ooe, 
that  the  indirect  taxes  had  reached  thtir 
utmost  limit.  He  grounded  ihia  oo  iht 
fact,  that  when  the  late  Chancellor  of  tl» 
Exchequer  had  placed  the  additional  por 
centage  on  customs  duties,  the  rafomw  kad 
not  been  proportiooably  increased.  This 
shewed  certainly,  that  the  maaa  of  iIm 
articles  now  paying  customs  duties  covid 
bear  no  further  taxation.  But  did  iho 
right  hon.  Baronet  mean  to  8IY9  thai 
because  taxation  had  reached  its  «U 
most  limits  on  certain  articles  of  eosi* 
sumption,  there  were  not  others  to  ho 
found  ?  Did  he  suppose,  that  if  aay  of 
the  taxes  producing  26,000,0001.  annually^ 
which  had  been  repealed  since  the  voTy 
were  re-imposed,  they  would  prodnce  loss 
thsn  formerly?  Could  not  thoss  who 
preferred  raising  a  revenue  by  way  of 
direct  taxation  have  recourae  again  Io  iho 
assessed  taxes,  and  levy  it  in  the  shape  of 
the  three  or  four  millions  of  that  class  of 
imposts  which  had  been  repealed  sines iha 
war?  Those  would  suffice  for  all  tho 
wants  of  the  Exchequer,  without  haviaff 
recourse  to  the  direct  mode  of  taxation  of 
income.  But  when  the  right  hon.  Baroaet 
asserted  that  the  taxes  on  articles  of  eoa- 
sumption  had  reached  their  utmost  linilSa 
he  had  also  stated,  that  no  reduction  whieli 
the  Government  could  make  on  thearticloe 
of  consumption  subjected  to  high  excieo 
and  customs  duties,  would  immediately 
increase  the  revenue  by  increasing  coa* 
sumption.  The  increase  of  the  revenaa 
derived  from  lowering  excessive  imposts, 
is,  as  he  says,  a  matter  of  time ;  and  as 
wc  want  an  increased  revenue  at  oaoot 
we  cannot  trust  to  this  source  for  it.  Bat 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  not  alluded  to 
the  resources  which  would  be  afforded  to 
the  state  by  the  diminution  of  the  differ* 
ential  duties  on  various  articles  of  coa- 
sumption  imported  into  this  couniry,  and 
which  were  highly  productive  duties. 
When  you  lower  other  duties,  yon  of 
course  lose  a  ceruin  aoNrant  of  doty  oa 
each  article  which  peys  it;  bat  vhea  y09 
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lower  a  protectiug  duty,  you  tre  sure  to 
gain  inatead  of  loaing  revenue,  becauae  the 
article  which  never  entered  the  country 
before  will  then  enter  it  and  pay  duty. 
No  argument  had  been  brought  forward  to 
ahow  tnat  the  budget  of  last  year  was  faU 
laciont.  That  budget  waa  baaed  on  a  mo- 
diBcationof  the  differential  duties  on  tugar, 
timber,  and  corn ;  but  the  whole  of  that 
had  been  thrown  over  to  raiie  the  required 
revenue  by  direct  taxation;  not  out  of 
regard  to  the  people,  but  from  a  fear  of 
touching  certain  powerful  intereats.  It 
waa  true  indeed  that  the  alteration  of  the 
Com-law  in  the  preaent  Seaaion  was  cal* 
culated  to  bring  in  aome  additional  re- 
venue; but  the  right  hon.  Baronet  laid, 
he  would  calculate  on  no  levenue  from 
thia  aource,  becauae  it  had  generally 
been  observed  that  whenever  there  waa 
an  increase  in  the  cuatoma  in  conse- 
quence of  a  large  amount  paid  in  duty  on 
corn,  there  was  always  a  correaponding 
fallingH)ff  in  the  excise.  Under  the  pre. 
sent  Corn- law  that  waa  likely  enough.  A 
large  importation  of  com,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  law,  was  alwaya  a  sign  of  a 
high  price  of  com — waa  always  a  sign  of 
a  bad  harvest.  Of  course,  if  a  man  spent 
ao  much  more  on  com,  be  had  so  much 
the  leM  to  spend  on  excisable  articles.  If, 
however,  the  propoaed  Cora-law  were  a 
relaxation,  the  importation  of  com  would 
not  in  future  be  a  aign  of  such  dbtreaa. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  that  under  the 
propoaed  law  wheat  might  be  imported 
when  the  average  was  at  60s.  a  quarter, 
instead  of  70s.  or  more,  to  which  the  price 
must  now  rise,  before  importation  takea 
place.  And  it  did  not,  therefore,  at  all 
follow  now,  that  if  there  waa  a  large  im- 
portation  of  corn,  there  need  neceasarily 
be  a  decreaaed  consumption  of  other  arti- 
cles paying  duty.  He  had  now  stated  hia 
objectiona  to  the  Income-tax;  and  he 
wished  to  aak  Gentlemen  oppoaite,  what 
they  expected  to  gain  in  exchange  for 
aubmitting  to  ao  disagreeable  and  onerous 
a  burden  aa  the  Income-tax  ?  It  waa  per- 
fectly obvious,  that  they  aubmitted  to  it  in 
order  to  keep  up  the  great  monopoliea,  in 
which  they  were  intereated.  Now,  before 
aubmitting  to  a  very  bad  tax  with  thia 
view,  he  would  advtae  them  to  conaider 
whether  they  were  likely  to  maintain  the 
privilegea  to  which  they  were  making  ao 
great  a  sacrifice.  It  aeemed  to  him,  that 
the  probable  reault  would  be,  that  ere 
loog,  tbfj  woaU  loaa  tbiir  praatot  pro- 


tection, but  remain  saddled  with  the  tax. 
Let  them  look  at  the  measures  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  as  a  whole ;  and  couple 
with  his  Corn  Bill,  and  his  Income-tax  the 
free-trade  principle  of  his  tariff.  In  that 
he  introduces  the  principle  of  free-trade» 
and  applies  it  to  the  destruction  of  all  the 
petty  monopolies  of  the  country.  How  long 
then  could  they  hope  to  keep  up  the  corn 
and  sugar  monopolies,  which  were  such 
sacred  objects  of  attachment  in  that  Houae? 
These  two  monopolies  alone  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  left  untouched.  All  the  amaller 
monopoliea  he  fearlessly  attacked;  but 
how  would  corn  and  augar  be  able  lo  main* 
tain  their  ground  when  all  the  amaller 
monopolies  were  suuck  down  ?  How  long 
would  they  remain  when  unpropped  by 
their  kindred  interests?  On  the  subject 
of  com,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head 
of  the  Government,  and  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Dorchester,  had 
carefully  guarded  themselves  againat  its 
being  supposed  that  they  laid  down  the 
principle  of  finality.  With  regard  to 
sugar,  the  language  held  had  been  yet 
more  ominous,  and  he  did  not  aee  what 
the  Weat-lndia  interesta  were  to  expect  bat 
that  their  fate  would  be  put  off  for  a  year. 
That  indeed  appeared  to  be  the  general 
understanding.  Did  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  think  these  great  monopo- 
lies could  stand  by  themselvea,  great  and 
powerful  though  they  were?  Formerly 
there  waa  a  most  beautiful  system  of  bro- 
therhood among  these  monopoliea,  the  one 
lending  its  aid  and  aopport  to  the  other ; 
there  waa  a  monopoly  of  com,  and  of  augar, 
for  the  benefit  of  powerful  people,  there 
were  powerful  people  intereatea  in  aoch 
monopolies  as  those  of  timber  and  copper, 
and  numbers  of  smaller  people  dependent 
on  aucb  monopoliea  as  thoae  of  ahoes,  and 
gloves,  and  atraw*plat-nsaking ;  taro  oa 
which  side  one  would  there  was  a  group  of 
little  monopoliea  whidi  surrounded  the 
greater  onea,  and  abeltered  them  from  uni- 
veraal  observation.  Then  cornea  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Augustus  of  hia  age, 
who  ia  bent  on  erecting  a  fair  city  of 
free-trade,  where  a  mass  of  raooopolici 
formerly  existed.  At  one  blow  he  has 
swept  away  all  these  minor  monopoliea  of 
timber  and  copper,  and  atraw-pUt  aod 
shoes,  and  exposed  the  producers  of 
these  articlea  to  the  competition  of 
foreigners ;  and  how  long  did  they  think 
that  the  com  and  sugar  monopoliea 
wonld  ba  ptrmitlad  to  ainnd,  Uka  OolUo 
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be  mora  olctiUled  toifibrd  tbtjjwpabtiM 
of  the  country  that  ralief  whicfa,  umim 
prening  circunitucn,  tbe^  had  k  ri|kt 
to  expect.  Indirect  LiiBtion  wm,  to  A 
ve^  gnat  txtent,  in  the  hand*  of  iW  i»* 
dirid wl  who  wh  taxed.  It  depcndad  upo* 
the  amount  of  conwrniDtion,  and  hs  «W 
cfaoae  to  abttain  from  tne  conMUBptiaa  of 
taxtd  articles  might,  to  tb«  exleot  af 
his  abitaiaing,  escape,  bowerar  opiil—l, 
from  the  public  burden.  Dirert  tai>> 
tiou,  however,  had  thia  evil — it  put  U  tiw 
handaof  the  Executive Goremamtansit 
deipotic  power,  and  created  an  inntniaaot 
that  cnulit  be  but  imperfectly  coatrollad  kj 
public  opinion  when  the  tax  wu  oaot  Nt 
fuoL    It  invealed  ihe  fi       ' 


defonniliei  of  hideoui  dimeniiont,  in  the 
■nid*t  of  the  open  ipacc  created  by  ibe 
(weeping  reform  of  ibe  right  ban.  Baronet  7 
The  monopolitta  of  those  two  arliclei  were 
not  10  wite  aa  the  butiible  ihoe-nakcn, 
and  atriw-plat  worker*,  who  hid  rallied 
round  the  Corn-law*  at  the  lait  electioo ; 
ihej  did  not  se«  that  whilit  ibeii  iieigh- 
bour'a  house  wai burning  their  own  wat  in 
danger  from  the  lire,  and  that  their  torn 
would  come  loon.  lie  would  not  give 
them  ihii  warning  of  what  awaited  them 
if  be  thought  it  would  put  tUero  up  to 
miachief.  He  only  said  wlial  be  did  be- 
came he  waa  of  opinion  that  a  free-lrade 
in  corn  and  aagir  waa  in  the  womb  of 
time,  and  would  aoon  be  brought  10  light. 
The  moDopoliilB  matl  iwallow  the  alter- 
alion  ibat  the  right  hon.  Baronet  pro- 
posed to  make  io  the  duties,  and  they  bad 
belter  at  once  open  their  mouths  a  little 
wider  and  swallow  a  Hide  more ;  and  it 
would  be  well  for  ibe  country  as  fur  the 
Government  if  llie  right  hon.  Baronet 
were  to  content,  instead  of  an  Income-tax, 
to  give  the  pooplea  free-trade  in  corn  and 
Sugar.  He  looked  upon  the  scheme  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronel  si  one  of  the  most 
important  steps  that  bad  ever  been  taken 
in  GnancG  ;  he  knew  of  nothing  that  could 
be  pregnant  with  mote  momentous  coot*- 
ijuences.  It  involved  an  entire  change 
of  character  in  our  financial  system.  He 
bad  endeavoured  to  show,  ihal  that  change 
would  be  of  a  prejudicial  nature  ;  he 
bad  slated  his  opinions  in  perfect  good 
faith,  and  he  trusted  he  had  set  out  bis 
arguments  so  as  to  convince  the  House 
that  he  had  not  taken  up  his  opinions 
upon  light  or  party  grounds.  If  he 
had  acted  on  his  opinions  strongly,  he 
held  then  alto  sincerely. 

Dr.  BoKirtTiK  said,  aa  he  intended  to 
vote  afcainst  the  pmpusition  uf  the  right 
boo.  llaruuct,  he  wistted  to  addrcu  a  Gew 
uhecTTaliuns  to  the  Iluute  iu  cxplanatiun 
of  that  vote.  In  the  first  place,  be  was 
desimus  fif  slating,  that  be  was  in  favour 
of  direct  taxation,  which  in  Hpitc  uf  it* 
iDroureiiiencc  was  recommended  as  a  great 
balance  of  advantage  to  the  Treasury  and 
to  the  puhlta  No  other  system  could  bv 
so  c<]ually  apportioned  tu  the  tncsos  uf  the 
tax-payer,  none  was  so  fiui  iu  its  demands 
upon  ill  classes,  none  would  bring  i 
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an  amount  to  thi 
amt  to  the  iiimmuniit.  lie  iiteunt  of 
courne  that  the  tax  should  be  t.i[uitahly  ad- 
justed, in  which  cue  no  &Dal  mi;aiura  wiiuU 


collect*.-d  it  with  an  oTcrbewing  nulboritj 
and  iDflueiice,  and  before  be  mfd  IM 
Executive  with  that  autboritr  he  nuat  Mt 
that  the  direct  tax  was  levied  iu  a  Ur 
ratio  upon  the  property  it  attackad.  H* 
mujt  have  more  security  than  he  CmU 
discover  io  the  proposal  of  the  right  baa. 
Baronet  sgaint  vexatious  in^uititiau.  That 
pruposal  contained  a  prioctpfe  tbM  wUeh 
niittiing  could  he  mnre  unfiur  or  uneqnl, 
fur  tho  tax  wat  to  press  with  the  aat 
exaction  upon  transitory  prtyerty  or  (■• 
come  as  upou  that  wbii^   waa  prrwuawt 

md  otccrtaiiied ;  it  demanded  the  MMs 
amount  from  the  man  who  enioyvd  th« 
revenue  of  hi*  estate,  or  of  his  tamiti 
property,  an  fhtm  the  nan  who  waa  da- 
pendent  upon  hit  own  exertiodt  far  all 
ne  ponesaed ;  it  took  no  inon  bom  ■ 
perpetual  than  it  took  from  a  tonsiaayi 
lalerctt.and  made  the  soddental  erhvdlf 
earned  gains  of  intellectual  laboor  ana* 
tribtit«  equally  with  the  itnmvm  da- 
rived  from  a  constanllr  enduring  aoiwi 
Tht    hon.    Member    tar    Liakaan    was 

ight  when  he  said,  that  tha  ti^t 
hon.  Baronet  had  under-ratad  tha  pa> 
dure  to  be  derived  from  this  tax,  in  aa 
ofcu  like  the  present,  *u  remarkable  tar  tba 
extension  of  its  conoierce,  tod  the  ua* 
prorement  of  its  science.  The  Houa  of 
muns,  by  afiirmiug  the  pnoooed  nM- 
liitiun,  Hu  about  to  place  in  the  Kaadaef 
the  right  hon.  Bsrooel  a  for  greater  laa 
ihau  he  had  calculated  upon,  a  ciictiw 
stance  which  he  feared  would  lead  to  la* 
nuucd  expenditure.  He,  lor  one,  hai 
seen  with  some  ulisractiun  tba  Excheswer 
cmbamsKtl  by  short  receipts,  anddcKJI^ 
'u  to  far  uH  they  led  to  care  and  cooaoajr 

n  (litburscmrut*.  Now,  in  the  pfeaeat 
'oae,  he  fcued  that  the  Excbeqiwr  voaM 
be  tvpleaishad  Io  miA  u  uipit  ffiMli 
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thai  all  hopes  of  ecooomy  io  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  surplus  rtreuue  vould  be  de- 
stroyed. The  nffht  hoo.  GentleiosD  would 
ftod  himself  endowed  with  the  means  of 
doing  a  fast  amount  of  mischief  in  his 
incrotfed  means  for  keepinff  up  and  per- 
petuating abuses,  and  chccxing  the  pro- 
gress of  reform.  In  tlie  bhape  in  which  it 
was  brought  forward,  connected  in  the 
public  opinion  with  unfairness  and  in- 
justice, it  would  have  to  struggle  against 
a  vast  mass  of  unpopularitT*  auch  a  tax 
as  the  Income-tax  might  be  uorne  in  the  ex- 
citement of  war,  but  m  a  period  of  tranquil- 
lity it  would  be  met  with  a  greater  amount 
of  resistance  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
calculated  upon.  Yet  when  once  this  tax 
was  imposed,  thb  power  created,  he  greatly 
feared  that  hereafter  the  proposal  of  making 
\d,  or  2(L  in  the  pound  uddition  to  the 
direct  taxation,  would  be  found  so  simple 
and  unembarrassing,  that  a  prop«rtT-tax 
might  become  a  permanent  measure. 
Nothing,  when  the  machinery  of  collection 
was  created,  could  be  more  attractire  to  a 
Finance  Minister,  than  to  strain  the  cord 
a  little  tighter,  and  so  to  add  to  the 
Treasury  receipts.  When  they  recollected 
how  the  impaifimcicr  in  France  had  been 
increased  by  the  addition  of  an  occasional 
centime  once  now  and  then,  he  thought 
the  House  ought  to  pause  before  they 
sanctioned  the  resolution  propused  by  the 
right  hoo.  Baronet.  There  was  another 
feature  of  the  proposal  upon  which  be 
looked  with  considerable  alarm.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  about  to  open  the 
flood«gates  of  imosorality  upon  the  country. 
There  was  such  a  general  conrictioo  that 
the  tax  in  its  present  shape  was  most  un- 
fair and  unjust,  that  erery  means  would 
be  used  to  erade  it.  False  statements  and 
dedaratioos  would  be  msde»  perjury  would 
be  committed,  ami  thb  rice  would  be 
greatly  increased  by  the  feeling  that  all 
dishonesty  was  excosable  which  enabled 
the  aggriered  to  get  rid  of  a  part  of  thair 
grieraooe.  But  were  there  no  other,  and 
more  fittioff  subjects  of  taxation?  He  wished 
to  know^  wDy  a  legacy  duty  had  not  been 
imposed  upon  real  propert]^?  That  would 
have  been  a  just  and  equitaUe  measure. 
With  respect  to  the  other  part  of  the  tioao- 
cial  scheme,  he  acknowledged  that  the  tariif 
of  the  right  hon.  Barooetwasaa  admirable 
step  forward  in  the  way  of  commercial  li* 
berty.  There  certainly  were  some  parts 
witli  which  he  did  not  concur;  but,  on  tlie 
whole,  he  felt  grateftil  to  the  right  hoo. 
CeotleoMui  fer  Mfuig  nmond  mtmj  ae* 


rious  impediments  that  had  stood  in  the 
way  of  tne  commercial  prosperity  of  the 
country.  He  had,  however,  seen  with 
regret,  that  some  of  the  articles  of  inter- 
chanffe  between  this  country  and  Fr<inoe, 
had  been  left  untouched,  and  he  wished 
the  plain  advice  of  Mr.  Deacon  Home  had 
been  followed  out.  that  we  sliould  do  what 
was  right  in  itself,  and  what  our  own  in- 
terests demanded,  without  reference  to 
what  foreign  nations  might  think  or  do. 
The  duties  on  brandies  and  silks  ham 
France  ought  to  be  reduced,  not  for  the 
benefit  of  France,  but  for  the  benefit  of  our 
own  people;  that  on  silk  should  not  be 
permittea  to  exceed  what  the  act  of  Par- 
liament intended,  which  was  90  per  cent, 
while,  in  realitv,  it  frequently  amounted 
to  60  per  cent,  m  cootequence  of  the  very 
unfeir  valuation  which  had  been  attachal 
to  the  foreign  manufecture,  by  the  re- 
duction of  the  ad  valorem  duty  Io  a 
specific  charge  per  pound  weight  Bat 
he  was  glad  to  see  that  we  had  acted  in  a 
mutual  spirit  towards  Tuscans,  to  whom 
we  owed  much,  and  which  had  set  the 
example  of  free-trade  within  her  limited 
sphere.  But  we  ought  not  to  coocinue  the 
import  duty  on  cotton.  It  was  an  error 
to  tax  any  raw  material,  and  eqwcially 
one  m  important  to  our  mmnubcturei  aa 
cotton  wool.  The  proposed  duty  on  the 
export  of  coals,  he  anticipated,  would  be 
a  failure,  and  that  it  would  be  tnjuriooa 
to  a  great  extent  to  the  shipping  interasl. 
llie  competition  in  which  wc  were  en* 
pged  with  Belgium  was  very  aavm,  aod 
be  feared  the  proposed  tax  would  desb^ 
a  great  part  of  our  trade  in  ooala*  He 
thought,  also^  that  the  right  hoo.  Baronet 
mif  ht  remove  the  duty  oo  day  exported. 
This  was  a  new  and  a   pernicious   ax* 

Eriment.  He  rejoiced,  that  the  right  hoo. 
irooet  had  relieved  from  bordeos  maoy 
articles  of  great  importaooe  to  the  Ubooro 
ing  classes,  but  the  right  boo.  Barooet  atill 
most  injudiciously  retained  the  dutiea  oo- 
altered  on  butter  and  cheese.  In  coodo* 
sioQ,  he  admitted  the  advantages  of  the 
tariff;  but  accompanied  aa  it  wu  with  ao 
Income-tax,  which  was  eocompaased  with 
so  manv  evila  and  difficulties,  ho  could  not 
recondle  his  mind  to  the  finaodal  scheoM 
as  a  whole,  and  ahould  therefore  vote 
against  the  motioo. 

Mr.  S.  (yjirien^  as  he  wu  about  to 
give  a  vote  differing  from  that  which  oian j 
aroond  him  were  prepared  to  give,  felt  he 
was  called  upon  to  state  the  reaaooa  which 
had  iodoced  him  to  givo  a^trole  apoo  thai 
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occasion  in  opposition  to  those  with  whom 
he  had  usually  acted.  He  had  been  long 
enough  in  that  House  to  hear  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  state  that  nothing 
could  be  more  just  in  principle  than  a 
property-tai  if  properly  arranged  and  en- 
forced. On  the  present  occasion,  though 
the  proposition  was  for  a  tax  upon  income 
and  not  on  property,  the  principle  of  the 
tax  was  not  arraigned  as  unjust,  yet  he 
had  heard  many  express  an  intention  to 
oppose  the  proposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  He  was  at  a  loss  how  to  ac- 
count for  this  opposition,  more  especially 
as  Sir  Henry  Parnell,  a  Member  of  a 
Whig  Ministry,  and  a  gentleman  who  had 
written  ably  upon  financial  subjects,  had 
stated  distinctly  that  in  a  time  of  war 
there  should  be  a  property*tax  imposed, 
and  in  a  time  of  peace  it  should  be  re- 
duced to  a  small  tax  proportioned  to  the 
wants  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  emer- 
gency of  the  times,  it  had  been  stated 
upon  his  side  of  the  House  as  well  as  on 
the  Ministerial  side,  that  an  Income-tax 
should  be  reserved  for  great  occasions 
only.  The  question  now  seemed  to  him 
to  be  this,  between  the  parties — had  the 
exigency  arrived  ?  He  confessed  that  he 
could  not  say  that  it  had  not  arisen.  The 
deficiency,  taken  at  nearly  three  millions 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  our  Exche- 
quer and  means  for  the  service  of  the  year 
was  not  controverted.  It  notoriously  did 
exist.  How  was  the  deficit  in  the  revenue 
to  be  made  up?  The  Government  of  the 
noble  Lord  had  proposed  that  it  should  be 
sought  for  in  the  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  the  import  of  corn,  of  sugar,  and  of 
timber,  and  the  increase  of  consumption 
occasioned  thereby.  With  respect  to  the 
first  the  House  would  recollect  that  if 
they  were  to  rely  upon  that  part  of  the 
plan  of  finance  they  would  be  exposed  to 
disappointment  as  to  duties  on  corn, 
whenever  there  happened  to  be  a  good 
harvest  in  this  country,  for  when  the  price 
of  corn  was  low  there  would  not  be  a  penny 
levied  in  the  shape  of  duties  upon  the  im- 
port of  corn.  It  was  not  likely  in  respect 
to  the  duties  expected  to  be  raised  upon 
the  increased  consumption  of  sugar  and 
of  timber, — he  saw  no  reason  to  believe 
any  such  increase  would  or  could  afford  a 
revenue  equal  to  the  purposes  of  the  right 
hon.  BaroneL  If  the  price  of  sugar  were 
lowered,  it  might  and  would  increase  the 
consumption  of  it;  but  the  article  was 
ilrtady  so  mnoh  lowered  by  netnt  of  the 


competition  in  the  market  of  sugar  ftom 
foreign  growers,  that  there  was  little 
chance  of  any  material  increase  of  revenoe 
from  that  source.  Nearly  the  same  ob* 
jeciion  would  apply  to  the  expected  in- 
crease of  the  revenue  from  the  ledudioa 
of  the  duty  on  timber;  although  it  niiec 
be  acknowledged  that  reductioD 
highly  desirable  for  the  sake  of  the 
sumers  here.  It  had  been  said,  thel 
within  the  last  twenty*five  years  not  leaa 
than  26,000,000/.  of  uxes  had  been  remiu 
ted  ;  and  it  might  have  been  added  that  it 
would  be  hard  to  find  one  out  of  thai 
great  amount  which  the  public  wooM 
suffer  to  be  re.imposed  without  aUoof 
complainL  But  confining  himself  to  the 
admitted  deficiency  in  the  rerennep 
amounting  to  3,000,000t»  he  woold  edt 
what  was  to  be  the  tax  which  any  hon. 
Member  would  revive  to  repair  the  deft* 
ciency  of  the  revenue  ?  Would  thev  levivn 
the  postage  duty,  and  give  up  a  boon  eo 
valuable  in  the  eyes  of  a  great  portion  of 
the  public  ?  Would  they  suffer  the  honan 
duty  to  be  revived?  Nothing  cooM  be 
more  unpopular  than  that  impost,  end  n 
rebellion  might  almost  be  expected  to 
follow  upon  the  revival  of  that  or  of  tkm 
beer-tax.  Ihe  latter  was  a  tax  direcdy 
affecting  the  poor,  who,  as  far  as  election 
inriuence  went,  was  the  perty  unrepin* 
sented  in  that  House.  The  right  non. 
Baronet  knew  the  difficulty  of  his  aitnn- 
tion,  and  he  had  entitled  himself  to  credit 
for  his  conduct  in  generously  reaoltins 
rather  to  incur  the  odium  of  a  renewal  or 
the  Income-tax,  leviable  on  penona  of 
property,  than  impose  a  tax  upon  the  poor. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  not  attended 
to  the  lecommendation  of  the  hon.  Men- 
her  for  I^mbeth,  to  throw  all  the  bwden 
upon  the  land  ;  and  although  snrronnded 
by  temptations,  including  the  profect  to 
raise  a  revenue  by  a  duty  upon  all  heirs  of 
property  on  their  accession  to  soch  pro- 
perty, he  had  thrown  them  all  aside,  and 
proposed  a  Ux  which  was  just,  and  conid 
be  hardly  objected  to  even  by  thoae  whoa 
it  affected.  He  trusted,  bovever,  that  in 
carrying  out  his  principle  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  take  into  consideration  the 
sound  objection  made  to  the  scale  and  to 
the  mode  of  enforcing  and  collecting  the 
tax.  He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  not  insist  on  taxing  the  profita  of 
trade  or  professional  incomes  in  the  same 
pioportion  u  incomes  permanent  or  do* 
rivable  from  lend.    The 
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Uin\j  \mproTabIe  in  its  deuilii  tnd  taking 
it  at  a  whole  finance  measure  it  should 
have  hi»  support.     In   the    most  ample 
manner  he  begged  to  return  his  acknow- 
ledgments on  the  part  of  the  Irish  nation 
for  the  proposition  to  take  a  proportionate 
duly  upon  the  amount  of  their  property 
who   being  Urge  proprietors  in  Ireland 
chose  to  reside  in  another  country.     From 
absentees  of  this  class  it  was  but  fit  and 
right  that  the  deficiencies  in  the  yearly 
revenue    should    be    replenished.     They 
ought  to  be  forced  to  return  and  reside  on 
their  estates,  or  pay  for  their  indulgence 
in  residing  at  a  distance  from  the  proper 
spheres  of  their  usefulness.     He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  acted  wisely  in 
resolving  not  to  applv  the  Income- tan  to 
Ireland.     He  believed  the  tax,  whilst  it 
would  be  extremely  unpopular  there,  would 
yield  a  revenue  very  little  exceeding  the 
expenses  attendant  upon   its  collection. 
With  respect  to  the  taxes  on  stamps  in 
Ireland,  they  had  not  the  details  of  the 
right  hon.   Baronets  plan  before  them, 
and  upon  that  part  of  the  scheme  he  would 
not  now  give  any  opinion.    To  the  propo« 
sition  of  the  increased  shilling  a  gallon 
upon  Irish  spirits  he  saw  no  objection.  He 
thought  of  all  other  articles  spirits  were 
perhap  the  most  fit  for  taxation.    There 
was,  however,  a  danger  that  the  addition 
to  the  duty  would  have  the  effect  of  in- 
creasing smugglings  and  thereby  defeating 
the  right  hon.  Baronet*s  intention  of  rais- 
ing an  addition  to  the    revenue  by  this 
means ;  but  of  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  be  the  best  judge.     If  any  parties 
had  a  right  to  complain  of  this  part  of  the 
scheme,  he  thought  it  was  the  Irish  distil- 
lers.   They,  however,  obtained  some  ad- 
Yantage  by  the  abolition  of  the  drawback 
on  Scotch  spirits,  which  relieved  them  in 
some  measure  from  the  competition  they 
had  now  to  contend  with  from  the  Scotch 
distillers.    There  was  another  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  scheme  which  he 
did  not  consider  was  equally  free  from 
objection^he  referred  to  that  in  which  it 
was  attempted  to  raise  a  duty  of  4f.  per 
ton  on  the  export  of  roals.     Such  a  duly, 
he  conceived,  would  injure  th«  trade  io 
that  article  to  a  great  extent*    It  had  been 
objected  by  several  of  his  friends  around 
him  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  in- 
troduced a  new  and  erroneous  principle 
into  his  commercial  tariff — viz.,  that  of  af- 
fording protection   to  our  colonies.     In 
that  objection,  he,  for  one,  could  not  con- 
cur.   He  tboogfat  oor  colonies  sbpuld  be 


treated  as  other  parts  of  our  empire— at 
counties  of  England.  Acting  oo  thb 
principle,  it  might  be  said  that  no  duties 
ought  to  be  levied  upon  colonial  produce 
at  all,  but  inasmuch  as  they  exempted  the 
colonies  from  taxation  for  the  purposes  of 
the  mother  country,  it  was  but  far  that  a 
moderate  amountof  duty  should  be  placed 
upon  their  produce  imported  into  this 
country,  but  that  duty  should  be  fixed  at 
the  lowest  rat*',  and  most  certainly  below 
that  levied  upon  foreign  productions.  Inthe 
case  of  sugar,  however,  as  he  had  already 
said,  he  thought  the  differential  duty  was 
too  high.  It  WAS  with  great  pain  that  be 
felt  compelled,  in  the  present  instance,  to 
separate  himself  from  those  political  friends 
with  whom  he  usually  acted :  but  he 
should  hold  himself  unworthy  of  a  seat  io 
that  House  if  he  rejected  a  propositioo 
which  he  considered  good  in  itself  merely 
because  he  differed  in  opinion  from  those 
who  brought  it  forward.  Reserving,  there* 
fore,  to  himself  the  power  of  voting  for 
any  amendment  which  might  be  proposed 
in  respect  to  the  tax  upon  incomes  arising 
from  trade,  profeuions,  and  tennioable 
annuities,  he  must  say,  that  he  felt  onaUe 
to  concur  In  the  negative  which  had  beto 
moved. 

Mr.  R.  Palmer  said,  that  the  speech 
which  had  just  been  made  showed  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Limerick  had  fairly  coo* 
sidered  the  subject  without  reference  to 
party  views,  and  he  had  come  to  the  oon* 
elusion  that,  as  a  man  of  honour,  he  coald 
not,  under  the  existing  circumstances  of 
the  country,  do  other  than  support  the 
Government  proposition.  No  one  could 
entertain  a  greater  dislike  to  the  principle 
of  an  Income-tax  than  he  had.  He  felt 
the  whole  inconvenience  of  such  a  tax, 
and  that  it  wai  open  to  many  of  the  ob- 
jections which  had  been  stated  against  it 
by  the  other  side;  but  the  necessity  for 
some  great  exertion  on  the  part  of  the 
country  had  arisen,  and  he  thought  the 

glan  brought  forward  by  the  right  boo. 
iaronet  at  the  head  of  the  Oovemmeai 
was,  under  all  circumstances,  of  all  others 
the  moHt  likely  to  relieve  the  coootry 
from  the  difiicolties  under  which  it  la- 
boured. l*he  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Liskeard  had  expressed  surprise  that 
the  right  hoo.  Baronet,  on  introdoctog 
his  plan,  shook!  have  thought  it  necessary 
to  allude  to  the  misconduct  of  the  late 
Qovemment  in  having  produced  the  pre- 
sent financtal  embarrassmeots.  He  should 
have  beets  moch  aerpriied  if  the  fight  koo. 
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Btronet  bad  not  alluded  to  that  which  .  reinofe  much  of  the  unpopularity  which 
wms  in  everybody's  mouth.    On  every  side  I  must  otherwise  tttach  to  the  measure.  He 


it  was  asked  bow  it  was  that  the  late  Go- 
veroment,  having  been  in  office  ten  years 
or  more,  having  had  a  surplus  ia  hand  to 
commence  with,  should  have  permitted 
that  surplus  to  decline  from  year  to  year 
until  it  had  wholly  disappeared :  and  not 
only  this,  but  that  they  should  have  gone 
on  in  the  same  course  until  they  found 
themselves  in   ■  deficiency  of  seven   mil- 


could  not  pretend  to  set  up  toy  opinion 
of  his  as  worthy  of  attention  upon  mat- 
ters of  finance ;  but  he  would  venture  to 
make  a  suggestion  to  the  rii^bt  hon.  Baro- 
net with  all  deference.  He  believed  the 
ri^ht  hon.  Baronet  calculated  upon  obtain- 
ing l»200,000/.  from  the  tax  upon  iuconcn 
arising  from  professions  and  trades.  Now, 
supposing  that  the  right  hon.  Geolleman 


lions  and  a  half  at  the  end  of  last  year,  and  '  should  consider  it  fair  to  tax  the  clasa  of 
which  they  were  assured  would  be  iiicrcas-    contributors  from  whom  he  calculated  to 

w 

ed  to  ten  millions  by  the  end  of  the  present  j  obtain  that  amount  of  revenuCt  2  in- 
financial  year.  This  growing  deficiency '  stead  of  3  per  cent,  upon  their  income*, 
the  late  Ministers  while  in  office  had  not!  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  impossible  to 
had  the  spirit  to  meet,  and  now  they  con*  |  make  up  the  ditfercnce  thus  occasioned  in 
tended  that  no  case  of  necessity  had  been  \  some  other  way.  There  were  aome  iteaaa 
shown  for  the  measure  of  the  right  hon.  -  of  reduction  in  the  proposed  commercial 
Baronet.  Why,  was  not  the  fad  that  *  tariff  which  need  not,  he  thought,  be  feU 
that  deficiency  would  have  amounted  to  -  lowed  out.  For  instance,  he  did  nut  ace 
ten  millions  by  the  end  of  the  present  year ;  that  so  much  advantage  could  result  fron 
a  sufficient  case  of  necessity  ?  If  this  was  '  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  timber 
not  a  case  in  which  the  country  at  large '  duties  as  some  persons  expected  from  it. 
were  called  upon  to  make  a  great  exertion  |  The  ri^ht  hon.  Baronet  proposed  to  giva 
to  relieve  themselves  from  these  difficul-  up  upon  that  item  alone  600,0001.  of 
ties  and  embarrassments  he  knew  not  ■  revenue,  which  sum  would  more  than  com. 
what  was.  He  was  quite  aware  that  there  I  pensate  for  the  difference  of  one-third  in 
was  no  tax  more  unpopular  than  an  In.' the  Income-tax  upon  profeiaiona  and 
come  tax.  The  imiuisitorial  mode  by  trades — viz.,  400,000/.  An  amendmmt 
which  it  must  bo  assessed  was  mutt  ob-    had  been  given  notice  of  to  exempt  Uio 


class  of  contributors  to  which  he  allodad 
altogether  from  the  tax ;  that  wouM^  in 
his  opinion,  be  most  unfair»  for  ha 


jectionable ;  but  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  Stated,  if  he  had  understood  him  cor- 
rectly, that  it  was  his  intention  to  afford  an 

opportunity  to  those  persons  who  n)i<:ht  reason  why  large  incomes  arising  from 
think  fit  to  avail  themselves  of  it  to  com-  trades  and  professions  should  not  bear 
pound  for  the  tax  for  the  whole  period  for  |  their  proper  share  of  the  burdens.  Ad* 
which  it  was  to  be  imposed.  This  would  |  mitting  the  objectiona  to  an  Income«taX| 
b<f  a  nuiterial  allrviation  in  the  hardship  '  he  did  not  consider  that  it  had  been  shown 
of  tlie  tax  upon  those  who  would  have  to,  how  the  amount  of  revenue  necessary  to 
pay  it.  It  had  been  ur^red  thiit  the  tax  i  meet  the  deficiency  could  be  obtained  in 
would  beiir  nne<|U4lly.  and  that  it  was  not  j  any  other  way.  The  late  Governacnt 
Just  that  |H'i«on4  deriving  their  incomes  had  proposed  a  filed  duty  of  8s.  upon  tha 
frum  fixed  uunniiii  s,  itr  frnm  the  profits  of  iiitruduction  of  foreign  corn,  as  a  meana 
trado  or  profo«*iiunHl  UIkiui,  should  be  of  adding  to  the  revenue.  The  fallacy  of 
taxed  at  an  etpjal  rate  (h  r  cent,  with  that  plan  at  a  means  of  meeting  the  diS« 
lko<if  who«4*  inconi«*<(  ftrn<r  from  funded  rulty  had,  he  thought,  l>een  already  8ufB< 
profierty  oi  frum  landed  estates.  He 
ini^ht  in  iliif  rctperl  difii-r  from  many 
hoii.  (ientleuirn  near  him,  but  ho  must 
rtihie<(4i  ihat  Iip  was  Imnst'tf  inrlinod  to 
that  opinion.  Ilr  ai^ned  {;enrrally  in 
a  statement  that  had  been  niadi'  in  ano- 
Iher  pLire  upon  (hi4  pMiit,  and  h(* 
thought  it  would  lie  more  f.iir  that  those 
who  |io»4i'«sed  real  propvity.  ur  property 
in  tlitf  t'nnds,  should  piy  a  lir^^er  (>f'r 
centttf^e  than  others,  lie  hrlieved  thai 
such  an  amendment,  if  consistent  with 
iha  vitwi  of  the  right  hon.  Barontt^  woatd 


cientlv  shown.  Both  Parliament  and  iba 
country  had  expressed  iheir  opinion 
decidedly  against  its  adoption.  Under 
the  circumstances,  he  saw  no  altemativo 
but  tu  adopt  the  piinciple  now  proposad 
by  the  (lovernmcni,  and  he  was  quite  sara 
that  the  country  would  l>e  willing  to  anb* 
mit  to  such  an  imposition  for  a  time  only, 
for  ho  had  strong  ho|)es  that  at  the  end  of 
the  three  ytnn  staled  by  the  right  hoo. 
Baronet  we  should  find  the  financaa  of 
the  country  in  such  a  iituation  aa  vooM 

jQfiify  theiffflOTtlofihatoi.    Ht 
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only  fufthar  exprei  i  hit  opioioD,  tbtt  what-  ■ 
ever  amouot  or  ODpopolaritt  might  attach  I 
to  the  measure  it  ought  to  fall  upon  thoie 
who  had  occuioDed  the  deficieoctt  and 
who,  he  wai  torry  to  perceive,  by  the 
coone  they  were  now  takiog,  were  not 
prepared  to  aitiit  their  oppooeott  in  their 
attempt!  to  remove  thote  difficulties  which 
they  had  thereby  created. 

Mr.  T.  D* Kyncouri,  objected  to  the 
propoeed  measure,  as  operatmg  with  gross 
partialitjr  against  the  maoufacturing  and 
commercial  interests  of  the  country.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  Mid,  there  was 
no  other  resource  by  which  to  meet  the 
present  financial  difficulties,  but  had  the 
measures  of  the  late  Govemnaent  been 
adopted,  those  difficulties  would,  ere  this, 
have  been  overcome.  He  objected  to  the 
measure  also  as  conveying  the  impression 
to  foreign  nations  that  the  resources  of  the 
country  were  exhausted.  If  the  resolution 
should  pass,  he  should  take  the  opportunity 
of  moving  that  a  considerable  reduction  be 
made  in  the  rate  at  which  It  was  proposed 
to  assess  incomes  arising  from  trades  and 
professions.  What  he  proposed  was  that, 
instead  of  a  doty  of  7d.  in  the  pound,  a 
duty  of  2d.  in  the  pound  should  be  levied 
on  the  income  of  those  engaged  in  trades 
and  professions.  He  thought  that  this 
arrangement  would  more  nearly  meet  the 
justice  of  the  case  than  the  propoaitioo  of 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  nad  just  ad- 
dressed the  House.  Had  they  adopted 
the  scheme  proposed  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, or  had  they,  out  of  the  26,000,000 
of  taxes  repealed  since  the  war,  had 
recourse  to  some  other  tax  which  might 
have  sufficed  to  supply  the  deficiency  in 
the  revenue,  without  resorting  to  this 
impost,  which  pressed  chiefly  on  the  ma- 
nufacturing ana  trading  interests  of  the 
kingdom,  no  income-tax  would  have  been 
necessary.  He  had  received  letters  from 
some  of  his  constituents,  expressing  fear 
that  they  would  be  subjected,  on  account 
of  their  political  opinions,  to  vexation  and 
annoyance,  if  thi«  tax  should  be  finally 
adoDted ;  for  the  efhct  of  it  would  un. 
douDttdly  be  to  bring  them  to  a  greater 
extent  under  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment. i)t  this  he  did  not  entertain  the 
slightc&t  doubt.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  not  given  sufficient  time  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  question.  The  forms  of 
the  House  did  not  permit  an  appeal  to  the 
country  to  come  forward  and  state  their 
own  views,  and  therefore  more  time  should 
have  beto  givea  io  order  to  •aabit  the 

cmttry  to  boM  MeiiJigs  lor  iIm  eouifcr- 


atioB  of  this  subject.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet said,  tliat  ample  opportunitiet  wouM 
be  given  for  the  discussion  of  this  qtMttioii 
when  the  resolution  now  under  oonsidera* 
tion  of  the  House  should  have  been  passed. 
That  was  perfectly  true;  bat  the  ridit 
hon.  Baronet  knew,  as  well  or  better  than 
he  did,  that  after  the  House  had  come  to 
a  division  on  this  question,  and  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen had  given  votes  affirmatory  of  the 
present  resolution,  it  would  be  found  very 
inconsistent  with  public  duty  to  act  in 
opposition  to  votes  so  recorded.  On  the 
contrary,  he  feared  that  hon.  Members 
would  rather  feel  inclined  to  justify  that 
vote,  whatever  might  be  the  remonstrances 
urged  upon  them  by  their  constituents. 
For  that  reason  he  wished  that  more  time 
should  he  given.  He  asked  the  right  boo. 
Baronet,  considering  the  great  secrecy 
which  he  had  observed  with  respect  to 
his  scheme,  and  for  which  he  did  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  blame  him-— considering 
the  very  peculiar  nature  of  this  tax,  whe« 
ther  he  would  not  be  charged  by  the  coun- 
try with  having  acted  with  haste— he 
would  not  go  so  fiir  as  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Monmouth  in  calling  it  In- 
decent haste — in  not  allowing  a  little  time 
befbre  taking  the  first  vote ;  for  there  was 
an  impression,  it  would  Include  the  ques- 
tion. Haring  thus  stated  his  opinion,  he 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  wodd 
ffive  a  Kttle  fhrther  time  tor  discussion. 
At  all  events  he  hoped  that  bon.  Gentle- 
men who  might  be  induced  to  vote  in  flu 
vour  of  this  resolution  would  not  be  de- 
terred by  any  fears  that  tbej  might  be 
open  to  the  charge  of  incontristency  firon 
changing  their  course,  when  they  found 
the  countnr  opposed  to  the  scheme.  Con- 
sidering the  inequality  with  whidi  tbia 
Ux  prMSed  on  industry,  althou^  bo  was 
not  without  hopes  of  some  rekxatioos  in 
fkvour  of  the  mercantile  interest,  consider- 
ing the  effect  which  It  would  prodtice  in 
foreign  countries,  considering^  its  ioquisl« 
torial  nature,  and  all  tho«  oisadvantaM 
to  which  he  had  adverted,  together  with 
the  impolicy  of  resorting  to  a  tax  of  thw 
nature  unless  in  the  case  of  war  or  soom 
emergtacY  of  an  extraordinary  nature, 
he  shouki  give  his  most  ded^  ^TP^ 
sitton  to  the  passing  of  the  present  roolu- 
tioo. 

Sir  J.  R,  Reid,  did  not  hesitate  to  de- 
chre  that  the  bunness  of  the  country  was 
impeded  in  consequence  of  the  deUy  of 
that  House  in  coming  to  a  decMm  uposi 
the  proposMon  now  befate  it.  Eftte* 
taM^  tkalt  tiaw,  hi  dMQld  not  MkMTtlfe 
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example  set  him  by  the  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site of  going  into  a  tedious  discussion  of 
the  question.  At  the  same  time  he  misht 
be  permitted  to  sajr  that,  although  he  dis- 
liked the  paying  of  taxes  as  much  as  any 
man,  he  yet  thought  that  under  the  exist- 
ing circumstances  in  which  this  country 
was  placed,  a  measure  of  the  nature  now 
proposed  had  become  absolutely  necessary, 
and  with  that  opinion  upon  the  subject  he 
should  reluctantly  give  his  vote  in  favour 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  proposition. 
He  begged  to  avail  himself  of  that  oppor. 
tunity  of  paying,  what  he  thought,  only  a 
just  compiiiucnt  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Limerick  (Mr.  W.  S.  O'Brien^  for  thebonest 
and  manly  manner  in  which  he  had  spoken 
on  that  occasion,  and  be  must  add  that  it 
would  be  peculiarly  gratifying  to  him  if 
the  example  set  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Limerick  were  followed  by  many  others  of 
tlie  Gentlemen  who  sat  ou  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House.  That  he  was  a  party 
man  to  a  certain  extent  he  did  not  acny ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  as  indle- 
pcndent  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury)  as  any  hon. 
Member  who  sat  on  the  opposite  benches. 
He  was  connected  with  the  commercial 
interests,  and  although  he  could  enu- 
merate certain  objections  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  plan,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  de- 
clare it  was  the  opinion  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  commercial  interest  that  the 
course  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
adopted  was  one  which  would  carry  him 
triumphantly  through  the  difliculties  in 
which  he  found  the  finances  uf  the  country 
involve<l.  He  mi^ht  be  set  down  as  a 
sanguine  man,  biit  he  had  no  hesitatitm  in 
declaring  that  his  (inn  conviction  and 
belief  were  that  if  the  right  hon.  lUrooet 
did  not  flinch,  which  he  trusted  from  his 
heart  he  would  not,  in  the  course  of  three 
years,  or  perhaps  before  that  time,  it  would 
be  found  hardly  necesiHary  to  omtinue  the 
tax  which  they  were  then  discussing. 
Having;  expressed  that  opinion,  he  woulil 
not  detain  the  House  at  greater  length. 
He  was  a  man  of  business,  and,  there  Ions 
came  to  the  pitint.  With  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  he  would  vote,  be  the  conse<|uence 
what  it  might.  He  hoped  they  would 
put  the  Question  to  the  teHt  that  night. 
He  felt  that  they  had  lost  a  deal  of  time 
unnecessarily.  The  que^tion  had  been 
discuiwed  over  and  over  again.  The  trade 
of  the  country  had  been  lauguifihing  whiUt 
the  House  had  been  disc*U!«ing.  I<et  the 
quesiiou  be  finisheil  tliat  night,  and  he 
would  stake  his  existence  that  all  thoae 


connected  with  the  trade  of  the  oontry 
would  hare  no  reason  to  regret  it. 

Mr.  Ward  said,  that  the  hoo.  BaroBct 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  mada  two 
most  important  admissions— fint,  that  he. 
representinff  a  large  body  of  commercial 
men,  would  pay  the  proposed  tax  witli 
great  reluctance ;  and  secondly,  that  tbcra 
was  a  reasonable  probability  of  the  tax 
I  being  continued  beyond  the  term  pio- 
I  posed.  The  hon.  Baronet  nid  three  or 
four  years. 

I  Sir  J.  R.  Reid  said,  that  he  hi^  ataled, 
that  it  would  probaUy  end  withio  the 
term  proposed, — namely,  three  yeara. 

Mr.    Ward  thought  the  boo.  Baraict 
had  said  three  or  four  years,  but  ainee  he 
had  not,  of  coarse  he  would  make  no  nee 
of  what  he  conceived  to  hare  been  an  hm^ 
|)ortant  admission.    But  the  hoo.  Haitmet 
said,  that  under  any  circumataacee  ikm 
Government  might  count  upon  bia  tap- 
port,  and  that  of  the  whde  Cooaerwrntiw 
and  electoral  body,  upon  this  qaeetiea. 
He  (Mr.  Ward)   much  doubted  it     A 
great  many  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site would  tell  them  that  ther  beliefod 
they  would  have  made  a  much  better  hv. 
gain  if  they  had  taken  the  Whig  hndjpft 
of  last  year  with  the  fixed  duty  tffiff.,  lo- 
stead  ot  being  obliged  to  take  a  modiBo^ 
tion  of  the  sliding-acalc,  with  an  Inoow 
tax  on  the  top  of  it.    He  had  raoeaClv 
heard  it  admitted  by  many  of  hia  politaeu 
opponents  in  his  own  county,  that  thefo 
existed  throughout  the  country  a  geoeni 
conviction  that  the  Whig  scheme  was  a 
better  mode  of  arriving  at  the  same  re- 
sults, and  making  up  the  deficiency,  thoa 
the  proposed  tax  on  income.     There  wei^ 
however,  a  great  many  of  the  arguowole 
I  employed  against  the   Income-tax,  with 
I  which  he  could  not  agree.    It  wma  aid  le 
Ih*  a  War-tax,  and  this  was  used  aa  oo 
'  argument  against  its    adoption  in   time 
t  of  peace.     He  did  not  consider  it  to  he  a 
;  War- tax  at  all.     In  his  opinion  it  wee  a 
,  lax  arising  out  of  necemity,  whether  that 
i  neceffiity  arose  out  of  war  or  not.     Ami  at 
to  the  idea  of  an  Income-tax  lowering  the 
character  of  this  country  in  the  eyet  of 
foreign  nations,  such  an  argument  wat  DOi 
worthy  of  their  consideration  for  a  tiogle 
.  moment.     Foreign  countries  were  much 
more  familiar  with  the  system  of  direct 
taxation   th^o   this   country  waa.    Thej 
did  not  know  all  the  mysterieaof  the  ia- 
direct  taxation  of  this  country— what  they 
did  know  they  did  not  approve  of,  aaa 
I  preferred,  as  being  more  jutt,  a  lyilMi  of 
'direct  taxation.     It  had  beta  atgimi  1^ 
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the  hoD.  Member  for  Litkeard,  tbat  if  they 
taxed  property  they  would  tax  the  labour 
employed  by  it ;  while  they  taxed  Dothiog 
but  a  man's  luxuries,  M'hen  they  taxed  his 
expenditure.  But  in  this  c^aintry  they 
did  not  tax  a  man's  luxuries  only — 
they  taxed  his  wants  and  necessaries  by 
indirect  taxation.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Ash  ton  had,  last  year,  made  a  calculation 
of  the  amount  which  the  working  classes 
paid  in  indirect  taxation.  Me  bad  the  cal- 
culation in  his  hand,  and  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House  he  would  remind  them 
of  what  the  hon.  Member  then  stated. 
Tlie  hou.  Member  had  made  his  calcula- 
tions on  data  obtained  from  a  practical 
person  engaged  in  the  retail  trade  in  the 
city— on  two  ounces  of  tea,  such  as  that 


asked  for  it  by  very  large  coocetsioos 
in  the  way  of  commercial  reform.  He 
acknowledged,  that  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite,  in  intro- 
ducing the  rcHolution  was  one  of  sreat 
merit,  one  which  made  clear  to  their 
comprehensions  a  subject  of  the  most  com- 
plicated nature;  but  when  he  compared 
the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech 
with  the  details  of  the  tariff*,  he  rery 
soon  discofcred,  that  those  principles 
were  not  at  all  fairly  worked  out.  Al- 
most every  one  had  been  ktmck  at  the 
omission  in  that  tarifT  of  any  alteration  of 
the  duty  on  t»o  great  articles  of  consump- 
tion, Sugar  and  Com,  and  eren  up  to  that 
moment  he  had  not  been  able  to  disoorer 
the  concessions  which  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
used  by  the  working  classes  the  purchaser  ronet  stated  would  enable  the  coosumer 
paid  a  duty  of  Z^d*,  the  price  being  6</. ; '  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  Income-tax  out 
on  one  pound  of  sugar  be  paid  of  duty  |  of  the  sariog  made  by  the  tariff  in  cer- 
2|</.,  aod  a  price  otGd. ;  on  two  ounces  ,  tain  articles  of  common  c«»nsiimptioD. 
or  coffee  2ja.  of  price,  and  It!,  of  duty. !  The  duty  on  all  the  prime  neceaaariet 
On  other  articles  in  general  use  among  of  life  was  left  untouched,  and  no  effort 
the  working  classes  he  found  an  amount  had  been  made  to  reduce  the  duty  on  any 
of  duty  out  of  a  purchase  amounting  •  of  those  articles  used  by  that  clasa  whom 
to  U.  7(/.  of  Sd,,  while  out  of  a  aimiUr  ;  hon.  («entlemen  opposite  professed  them, 
purchaac  amounting  to   IBs.,  of  articles  i  selves  Huxious    to  relieve.     He  doubted 

'  whether  the  reduction  of  the  dutron  the 
importation  of  foreigo  cattle  would  prore 
of  any  matenal  or  immediate  benefit  to  the 
working  claaaea.  Where  waa  the  supply 
to  come  from  ?  In  no  country  waa  meat  ao 
acarce,  or  of  ao  bad  a  quality  aa  in  France, 
and  the  only  country  now  exporting  cattle 
was  Holstein.  The  cattle  to  be  imported 
cheese — the  same  amount  of  indirect  tax-  i  on  a  large  scale  were,  he  believed,  yet  to 
ation  was  laid,  and  all  this  the  labouring  |  be  bred,  so  where  was  the  saving  in  meat 
man  had  to  provide  for  out  of  wages  which  1  so  confidently  aoticipated  ?  As  he  bad 
competition  was  constantly  cutting  down.  !  already  said,  the  Income-tax  would  preaa 
Hail  he  to  choose  between  a  property-tax  heavily  n<»t  only  on  the  different  trades, 
of  3  per  cent,  or  even  5  per  cent.,  and  ,  but  on  all  those  who  were  struggling  to 
such  a  system  of  indirect  taxation  as  this, 
he  would  prefer  the  property-tax ;  but 
the  proposed  Income* tax  was  not  a  tax 
on  realised  property,  on  profits  derived 
from  atucks,  and  funds,  and 
was  a  tax  on  the  mind,  the  hand,  and 
the  head ;  and  it  could  only  be  enforced 
by  a  process  at  once  so  inquisitorial, 
liartial,  and  unjust,  that  he  could  not 
bring  himself  to  vote  for  the  resolution 
before  the  House,  while  there  was  an- 
other mode    equally  effectual,  and   infi- 


used  by  the  more  opulent  claaaea,  the  duty 
paid  waa  only  Ss.  8d.  The  duty  paid  by 
the  better  classes  in  articles  purchaaed  by 
them,  waa  only  23  per  cent ,  while  the  poor 
man  paid  2^d  of  duty  to  the  Government 
out  of  every  G\d.  he  expended.  On  almoat 
every  other  neceasary  of  the  poor  man — 
beer,  apirita,  aoap,  tallow,  butter,  and 


on 


keep  up  the  appearances  neoeaaary  to 
reach  profe^isionaJ  diatinction.  When  he 
looke<l  to  the  state  of  trade  in  Sheffield, 
where  not  a  firm  had  made  anything  like 
land.  It  '  positive  profits  for  the  last  two  years — 
uhere  all  that  they  had  been  able  to  do 
was  to  keep  things  together— he  thought 
that  to  saddle  those  people  with  an  In- 
come-tax on  imaginary  profita,  or  on  pro- 
fita  baaed  on  falae  rctuma,  with  all  the  in- 
quisitorial grievances  connected  with  the 
tax — to  do  this  without  giving  them  some 
nitely  more  beneficial   to  all  classes,  of  j  correaponding  and  immediate  relief  in  the 


proTiding  for  the  public  exigencies.     Ad-  I  shape  of  reduction  of  the  duty  on  general 


mitting,  too,  as  he  did,  that  the  tax  was 
not  a  W^ar-tax,  still  it  was  a  change 
in  their  financial  system,  which  ought 
to  be  pufdiaaed  by  the  GovcmaieDt,  that 

voLlxi.  {Ki) 


articles  of  conaiimption,  was  an  act  of 
great  injustice,  to  which  he  could  never 
give  hiH  consent.  In  ita  new  financial 
plana.  GovetumeDt  ought  to  htfe  held  the 
2P 
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ecales  with  an  equal  and  unfliochiDg  hand  any  rigbt  to  OTwphia  of  the  

—they  ought  not  to  have  sacrificed  ODC  in-  to  this  most  imporUnt  discuHioa,  or  W 

terest  because  it  happened  to  be   weak,  the  oppoulion  imrie  to  it  from  both  i 

or  have  dealt  tenderly  with  another  in-  of  the  Houae.     He  truiled,  rikat  ||m| 

tcrest  liecause  it  was  strong.     Hail   the  position  would  be  coofiDod  wlthiD  PluiiL 

riiiht   hon.  Baronet  opposite  dealt  fairly  mental y  limiU;  because  be  did  DOC  thiiA 


with   all  classes  he  should  have  had  his  any  benefit  could  arise  from  their  cmfiiiag 

cordial  support.     The  right  hon.  Baronet  resistance  beyond  thooc  bouads  whM  k 

had  not  done  this,  he  had  truckled  to  those  was  the  interest  of  all  parties  to  inptcL 

interests  which  he  did  not  dare  to  face,  For  the  reasons  he  had  sUted,  he  wouM 

and  he  had  done  so  with  a  pcrfwt  con-  vote  against  the  resolution,  and.  ahwM 

sciousness  in  the  injustice  which  he  was  ,t  be  carried,  he  would  fcel  it  hhdutvta 

committing.      The  only   })assage  in    his  suppc»rt  the  amendments  which  would  h» 

spoeih  introducing  the  /inancial  measures  made  in  committee  to  aneod  the  oh 

for  the  year,  in  which  the  right  hon.  Ba-  tionable  parts  of  the  meMure,  and  he 

rooet  fliuched^  in  which  he  showe<l  that  he  only  siirry  to  understand  that  eertaini 

felt  himself  in  the  wrong,  was  when  he  n»-  tlemen  opposite  were  detemiBed  to 
ferred  j     -'                 '  -* 

deter  mi 

for  another  year.     I  lie  right  htm.  ISaronet  by  sheer  numbers,    without  takibg  tlw 

had  tJilked  of  the  encouragement  which  trouble  to  enquire  whether  what  th^  dii 

would  be  given  to  slavery  by  the  admisi^ion  carry  was  fbundetl  on  justior  or  not. 

into  this  country  of  foreign  sugar,  but  in  ^r.  JH.  AtiK<HHi  said,  this  was  a 


hmiMflt  in  the  wrong,  was  when  he  n»-  tlemen  opposite  were  deternined  to  m|N 

red  to  the  sugar  duties,  and  btuted  his  |N>rt  the  proiiositions  of  the  Gorenmcai 

erminaeion  of  retaining  that  inono|>oly  without  discrimination,  and  to  carry  Omm 

another  year.    The  right  hon.  Baronet  by  sheer  numbers,    without  takiog  tlw 


dmosi  the  same  breath  he  told  the    lou^e  ,„^  ^,„^|,  j,,,,  „^^^^  j^„  propoied  es. 
that  ho  was  prepared  to  remove  the  re.  j,,^;       ^^^     ^^„„^  ^Ij-j  ^^ 

slnct«<ms  on  the  sla.e-grown  c.c.ffee  of  the       j!,,^  ^,,,^,,  accompanied  the  peridd  of 

Brans.    Ihis  was  an  aiioinalv  which  cnuld  fi      b-.     u    _  ii     j--i    .«  .C^  i.  >i.  • 

^  I     ■    .'c  I       I      1  •  I  /  II    t        I  •  "le  French  war.     lie  did  not  think  thai 

not  be  justifiiMi,  and  which  fully  bore  him  .t  u.  .    u         .l-  .•      r i 

^  .    ''    '       /i  »»  •!         I     1  'i      «  I  the?  ought  to  hurry  this  question  forward. 

out  in  saying,  that  the  scales  had  not  Urn  i    /  .i    .  •.  ^     i  *  .^  i_^        •j^.^j  ■     Ji 

held  with  an  unflinching  hand,  and  that  Ij"'/'^*'  ''  ^"5«;    to  be  con-jder«l  ..  al 

the  community  had  been  depVeJuf  great  ''^  ^^T  '^  '?uT-''     ***!1?."^ 

benefits  by  the  tender  regard  wWh  the  (;o.  "?'•     He  thought  ihat  time  ought  lo  ha 

vernment  had  shown  for  the  powerful  class  f/^*"'  •"?"««;  ""^  ™^  ;»>«  •"*•«*:!! 

interests  in  the  state.     Had  they  dealt  *J'^  P^^P*'   them se Ires,  that  they  mMl 

faiHy  with  the  duty  on  the  fc^od*  of  the  ^•^^  ^^^  opportunity  of  eontidennc  iha 

country-had  they  shown  that  fret*  trade  .^•""»  «'\^»'*  S«*«f«on   "P^"  .»b«ir  ••• 

was  for  the   intefest  of  every  one^had  ♦"7^»'  »"**  coinmunicatine  their  fealiBg 

they  re*ise<l  and  alterctl  the  tiriff  einially  1?  «*'''^  reprc^enlalites  and  to  that  Ho 

throii^rhout,  and   then   proikn^-d   nn    In-  H*  thought  that  more  consideration  l 

coine-tax  -  he  felt  sure  that    the  re   wa.  **"'  meniure  had  received  would  be  \h 

n(»t  a  Member  on  that  (the  Upp.,Mtion)  »»cial  to  her  Majesty's  Mm  liters  themsel 

side   (.<    the    House   wh«»  would  not  have  "^  ^""***  »<^^  ^"*  *^"'*^  '•»»*  »"  «•<>'•  ■*•- 

Kuhmittwl  to  the  inctmveniente  of  such  an  '"^<^  deliberation,  a  modification  might  ba 

im|M«»t  on  such  a.nditions.     lie,  ftir  one.  ""^de  in  the  application  of  a  moot  aajaat 

would  have  assented  to  it  on  these  terms ;  P"'»ciple  as  it  was  proposed  by  this  a^a. 

hut  he  iM.iild  not  agree  to  li  now .  Utause  *"'«•     To  «PI>'y  *<>  *he  doubtfal  proliu  oT 

he  considered  that  they  hud  no  i«|uivalrnt  irnde— lo  the  precarious  incomes  of  pro* 

offered  lo  them.     Tbev  had  a  right.  I  here-  f"«>»o"s— to   armiiities   which    terroinaUd 

fore,  to  liNik  back   to  the  har^h  and  in.  *»ith  lives,  or  in  a  short  period,  the  eaaia 

tolerable  uci-oiiijKiniments  of  tht-  tax.  and  f^'**  <^f  lixalion  which  was  imposed  on  tha 

to  |M»int  out.  and  dwell  at  h  ngih  on.  the  owiu-rtof  fixed  pro |>rrty  and  of  penaaaeat 

grirvoiiK  bunlrns  whieh  it  wtnild  ini|MtM*  aimuitieft  ua4  manifistly  unjust.      HeoO»« 

on  every  |)er?«on  in  trade.     Mr  should  iim-  fr%i-i[  he  had  heard   with  surprise  from 

tiniie  til  do  «io  as  long  a-*i  the  hill  wa^  U'-  (he  rieht  hon.  H.iruoel   that  it  was  the  fau 

fore  the  liouNe  in  its  preMMit  «ha|N'.  and  leiituHi  of  thi'  (iiivrrnment  to  impuea  Om 

iinle<ii  the  (iovernment  eaiiie  fotward  and  <»lioit  annuiiiti  iln'  tame  amount  of  taia* 

(■xpri*ssid  its  readines<i  tit  concur   in   the  lion  that   was  to  lie  imposed  on  piiaia 

attempt  to  remme  the  iiie«|ualitifs  of  the  lu-nt  an  unities.     Me  would  not  enter  iatft 

bill,  he  did  not  think  that  the  right  hon.  (ifiaili,    hiii    uuuld   %laie  one  particalar 

BaroDctf  the  Member  for  Tanworth,  hsd  case  which  he  thought  the  right  hoa.  ~ 
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ronet  would  not  hear  without  perceiving 
that  it  was  neceuary  to  consider  deli- 
berately wliether  that  principle  wai  to  be 
carried   out    to  iti  full  extent.     He  was 
him»elf  a  partner    in  a  trading  concern, 
(he  referred  to  the  case  not  for  that  trivial 
object,  but  because  he  could  state  the  case 
with  perfect   accuracy),  and  he  and  his 
partners  were  the  purchasers  of  an  annuity 
from   the   Government   in    1835  for  ten 
years.     The  amount  of  that  annuity  was. 
in  round  numbers,  21,700/.  a  year,  and 
it  would  expire  in  January,   1845,  havinj; 
somewhat  less  than  three  years  yet  to  run. 
Did  lie  and  his  partners  carry  that  2 1, 700/. 
a  year  to  their  account  as  permanent  in- 
come  ?  No,  they  accurately  discriminated 
what  was  capital  and  what  was  income ; 
6,000/.  was  the  annual  sum  they  dividcKi 
amongst  themselves;  the  balance,  1 5.700/., 
they  carried    to  the  account  of  capital. 
Was  it  just  then  that  they  should  be  taxed 
on  more  than  the  6«000/.  ?  And  yrt  by  the 
proposed  maasure  they  were  taxed  for  the 
capital  as  well  as  for  profit.     Unless  they 
(the  Government)  meant  to  tax  the  capital 
of  the  country,  they  (Mr.  Aitwood  and 
his   partners)  objected    to    having    their 
capital  taxed.     Would  they  lax  the  pur- 
chase money,  for  which  an  estate  had  been 
sold,  as  well  as  the  annual  rent  ?    He 
would  put  the  case  of  ■  nan  who  had  a 
mortgage  of  20,000/.  on  an  estate*  and  he 
received  the  principal  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year,  and   1,000/.  interest  with  it, 
would  they  tax  the  principal  with  the  in- 
terest or  the  interest  alone  ?  He  was  at  a 
loss  to  undei stand  the  principle  on  which 
they  (the  Government)  taxed  both  interest 
and  capital  m  terminable  annuities  such 
as  he  had  described.     His  belief  was,  that 
if  the  Government  should  proceed  to  im- 
pose this  tax  not  only  on  the  6,000/.  in- 
come, but  on  the  15,700/.  of  capital,  that 
he  would  have  a  right  to  call  on  the  Go- 
rernment  to   reimburse  them  the  3  per 
cent,  paid  on  the  capital.    Tliey  had  par* 
chased  the  annuity  from  the  Government 
on  the  authority  of  a  condition  of  sale 
which   explained   what    the  Government 
had  to  sell.    The  consideration  given  to 
the   Government   was  200,000/.  of  per- 
petual Bank  annuities  for  this  terminable 
annuity.    l*he  conditions  on  which  they 
had  sold  the  property  was,  *'  that  it  would 
not,  nor  should  not   lie  liable  to  anv  otb?r 
imposition  than  what  tlie  Bank  annuities 
should  or  would  be  liable  to.**    This  was 
one  of  ibost  cases  which  allowed  iht  oe- 


cessity  for  nature  consideration.    He  be- 
lieved, that  they  should  have  a  claim  on 
'  the  Government  as  sellers  of  this  property. 
[  under  these  conditions*  to  indemnify  them 
for  the  imposition  which  Parliament  im- 
'  posed  on  them  to  the  extent  of  3  percent. 
.  on  their  capital  so  laid  out.     If  they  had 
utill  held  their  Bank  annuities  which  they 
had  tiansferred,   they   would    have  been 
I  liable  to  the  duty  oif  3  per  cent,  on  the 
.interest,  which  was  6,000/.  a  year;  and 
their  conditions  of  purchase    were  that 
they  were  to  be  free  from  all  taxes  and 
I  charges  except  such  as  devolved  on  Bank 
annuities.     He  thuught  if  the  hoo.  Gan- 
tleman  (the  Attorney -general)  were  pre- 
lent,  they  should  not  hear  from  him  there 
a  diHcrent  opinion  to  that  which  he  (Mr. 
Attwood)    expected    to    hear  from   him 
when  he  should  lay  his  case  before  that 
learned  Gentleman  for  his  opinion.     He 
did  not  expect  to  hear  other  than  this, 
that  he  had  a  claim  on  the  Government 
for  indemnity  under  these  conditions  of 
sale,  and   might  probably  succeed.     He 
had  referred  to  this  case  in  order  to  show 
the  necessity  of  considering  in  every  way 
all  the   bearings  of  this  question.     Bot 
while  he  urged  these  matters  for  the  con* 
sideration  of  her  Majesty's  Government » 
he  was  prepared  to  say  this,  that  what- 
ever  courae  her    Majesty's  Government 
should  adopt,  if  tbey  sbovid  adhere  to 
the  present  measare  aa  propoaed,  on  the 
gronnd  that  they  could  not  araw  a  line  to 
exclude  a  particular  class  of  interest  with- 
out rendering  the  tax   unproductive,  he 
should  give  theae  resolutions  his  support, 
and  yield  to  the  necessity  of  supporting 
his  political  party.     He  should  yield  to 
the  appalling  necessity  imposed  by  the 
distressed  and  almost  bankrupt  condition 
of  the  country.     But  when  he  said  that, 
he  felt  himself  bound  to  say,  that  there 
were  other  parts  of  the  scheme  of  taxation 
brought  forward  to  the  support  of  which 
he  would  give  no  such  pledge.     He  would 
not  give   any  pledge   to  support  either 
the  imposition  of  the  duty  on   the  ex- 
portation of  coal,   or  the  reduction  of 
duty  on  the  importation  of  timber.    On 
both    theae    meaaures    he    should    wait 
for  further  information  to  guide  his  con- 
duct:   and    with    regard  to  the  timber 
duties,  he  was  at  once  prepared  to  say, 
that  if  in  the  judgment  of  the  Canadian 
Colonists  themselves,  andof  the  shipowners 
engaged  in  the  Canadian  trade,  the  ope- 
ration of  tkc  propoccd  cbaofa  wooU  be, 
2P2 
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to  tranifer  the  supply    of   timber    from 
CaDada  to  the  Baltic  portf,  to  sacrifice 
the    capital  embarked  in   the   Canadiiiii 
timber  trade,  to  throw  out  of  employment 
that  fleet  of  1,000  met  chant  vessels  now  j 
occupied  in  this  trade,  and   the    U>,000  I 
seamen  by  whom  they   were   navigated :  i 
no  considerations  of    party    att»chinent,  | 
would  induce  him   to  support  that  mea- 
sure ;  nor  any  measure,  at  any  time,  or  ' 
by  whomsoever  proposed,  the  aim  or  effect  > 
of  which   would  bo,  the  destruction  of  a  ' 
great  branch  of  British  industry,  in  favour 
of  foreign  competition,  and  in  pursuit  of 
▼ague  speculation    and  doubtful   advan- 
tages.    In  supporting  the  iucome  duty, 
he  yielded  to  that  necessity  on  which  the 
right  hon.  Bironet  rested   the  measure. 
He  had  heard  with  painful  attention  that 
appalling  description  of  the  condition  of 
the  country  and  its  resources,  which   as 
the  result  of  bis  long  and  anxious  exami- 
nation the  right  hon.  Baronet  hud  given. 
He  heard  with  alarm  that  averment,  made 
then  for  the  first  time  to  a  British  Parlia- 
ment by  any  Minister  standing  in  the  posi- 
tion the  right  hon.  Baronet  occupied  ;  that 
taxation  in  this  country  had  reached  its 
limits,  in  the  consumption  of  the  people ; 
that  the  power  of  consumption  was  ex- 
hausted ;    the   information,  then   for  the 
first  time  given,  that  an  attempt  to  raise 
1,900,000/.  by  the  Excise  and  Customs 
had  yielded  no  more  than  *200,000/.  to  the 
Exchequer,  affirming,  in  other  words,  that 
increased  taxation  on  articles  of  neceuity 
and  comfort,  failed  to  replenish  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  was  successful  only  in  carry- 
ing destitution,  retrenchment,  penury  arid 
want,  into  the   dwellings  of  the  people. 
This    was    the    condition  to    which   tin- 
country  had  arrived;  for  if  1.900.000/.  of 
taxes  on  general  consumption  yielded  hut 
20(),000f.,    the   necessary  inference  wai, 
that  the  ^teople  had  been  diiven  to  nifi*t 
the  attempt  to  rsise  1,900,000/.  on  the 
articles  they  consumed,  by  a  leduction  of 
consumption  to  the  full  extent  of  the  de- 
falcation.    But  after  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  thus  described  the  condition  ol 
the  country,  a  description  which  he  (Mr. 
Attwood)  had  never  expected  to  hear  from  \ 
his  lips,  he  confessed  that  no  words  which  j 
ever  fell  on  bis  ear  bad   excited   deejM  r  i 
feelings  of  apprehension  and  alarm,  none  ' 
more  disastrous  in   his  jud|;ment  to  the  ' 
prospects   and  fortunr4  of    the   cuuniry. 
than  when    the  right  lti>u.  BjroiU'l  pro-  ' 
reeded  to  say,  that  in  this  condition,  he  I 


intended  to  propose  oew  and  Jf^at 
aurea  of  commercial  reform.  ComneicU 
reform !  He  (Mr.  Attwood)  conld  not 
hear  these  words  without  carrjiog  back 
his  mind,  and  he  called  on  the  Home  to 
cany  back  their  atteotioa.  to  the  period 
when  the  career  of  power  of  the  righl  boa. 
Baronet  commenced,  and  that  of  bie  ua^ 
mediate  predeceisorSp  all  comsaerciel  !•• 
formers^  in  whose  steps  he  profasacd  lo 
tread.  What  was  the  whole  amoaot  of 
taxes  paid  by  the  country  at  the  preegat 
moment  when  they  were  told  thial  lis* 
powers  of  taxation  are  exhaosledf 
48,000.000/.:  !K),400,000/.in  expendttan: 
J,400,000/.  deficient.  48,000,000t  vm 
the  whole  amount,  the  letj  of  which  hae 
exhausted  the  resources  of  the  ooaotfy. 
But  in  wliat  conditioa  did  the  authoit  m 
commercial  reform  find  the  couDlry  al  dst 
period  when  their  schemes  began?  Not 
48,000.000/.  only.  80,000,000/.  wma  Iha 
amount  ofannual  taxestbe  people  then  pnad^ 
and  the  limits  of  taxation  were  not  ruclw^ 
20,000.000  more  if  wantccf  could  hmm 
been  then  raised.  What  had  the  lata 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  latclr 
the  House,  that  19,600,000L  haci 
since  the  war  repealed,  of  Exeiaa  aad 
Customs  duties*  (this  authority  he 
to  futurity).  There  was  a  time  thea, 
that  recent,  when  48,000,000/.  vaa 
the  limit  of  taxation  in  this  country, 
the  power  of  the  people  to  consume  »aa 
not  exhausted,  when  not  l,900.0(MU« 
but  19,500,000/.  could  be  reiaed.  aad 
was  raised,  on  the  consumption  of  tha 
|)eople.  He  (Mr.  Attwood)  had  indaad 
expected,  from  a  great  statesman  taliii^ 
on  himself  the  power  and  the  deatiny  ai 
the  country  in  this  crisis  of  her  ^^ita^ 
acting  up  10  the  difficulties  of  that  Cfiaii^ 
and  looking  the  dangers  of  bis  sitaaliaa 
fairly  in  the  face,  that  after  explaining  la 
Parliament  the  « listing  condition  ia  whiek 
ho  found  the  resources  of  the  empiia,  ha 
would  have  proceeded  lo  contraai 
we^keiu-d  condiiion  of  all  but 
power,  with  that  hi^b  stale  of  all 
Iyoii  lid  less  leiources,  from  which  «c 
fiitik ;  that  lie  would  have  explaiaed  ia 
Parliament  step  by  step  the  hialory  af 
thi«  cleraden?e  of  national  strength,  haaa 
traced  I  lit*  hidden  causes  lo  which  hi 
aMMJtied  this  fearful  change,  and 
fiiuniU-d  the  measures  of  his  future 
on  tins  fX|>c*rit.Mirc.  That  wonid 
lit-rii  to  InoW  flangers  fairly  in  iha 
the  course  now  |»ro|Mi^  was,  to 
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eyet  and  (uro  asides  from  tlio»e  dangcri, 
and  to  occupy  the  House  with  every  other 
question  rather  than  that,  to  propose  a 
further  course  of  commercial  reform  under 
such  circumstances,  was  to  proceed  in  the 
hackneyed  footsteps  of  every  successive 
administration  which  had  governed  the 
country  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
that  without  inquiry.  The  whole  fieriod 
which  had  witnessed  this  decay  of  national 
resources  was  one  long  period  of  com- 
mercial reforms,  all  introduced  with 
▼auntin^c  promises,  all  terminating  in  the 
miserable  disappointments  now  expe* 
rienced.  The  breaking  down  the  naviga- 
tion laws  was  commercial  reform,  the 
reciprocity  treaties  were  commercial  re- 
form, the  sacrifice  of  the  Portuguese 
market  in  the  vain  hope  of  finding  a 
subatitute  in  France  had  been  com- 
mercial reform.  The  silk  trade  had 
been  subjected  to,  and  been  ruined  by, 
commercial  reform,  a  measure  which  he 
undertook  to  say  hid  belied  all  the  pro- 
mises held  out  by  its  authors.  The  Cur- 
rency Bill  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  him- 
self was  a  great  measure  of  commercial 
reform.  He  found  a  currency,  adapted 
indeed  to  the  exigencies  of  the  people,  a 
currency,  in  which  without  diflnculty 
eighty  millions  had  been  paid  annually 
into  the  Exchequer,  but  it  was  faulty,  it 
admitted  of  great  fluctuation!  which  it 
was  necessary  to  prevent;  a  reformed 
currency  took  its  place,  and  the  fluctua- 
tions had  been  doubled  in  severity  and  in 
frequency.  The  law  for  framing  joint- 
stock  banks  was  commercial  reform.  The 
existing  banks  had  grown  up  with  the 
growth  of  the  commerce,  manufactures, 
and  agriculture  of  the  country,  but  they 
required  reform,  a  better  description  of 
banks  was  necessary  ;  and  what  were  those 
committees,  which  for  two  successive  ses- 
sions had  afterwards  sat  with  no  other  ob- 
ject than  to  protect  the  country  from 
dangers  feared  from  those  joint-itock  banks 
themselves,  but  further  morements  in 
commercial  reform  ?  All  these  meaiuret 
had  been  introduced  with  boastful  con- 
trasts between  the  science  of  their  authors 
and  the  ignorance  of  former  legislatioo ; 
and  with  tangoine  and  confident  antici- 
pations of  unexampled  proaperity  and 
wealth.  English  industry,  said  a  ooble 
Lord  in  introducing  one  of  these  mea- 
sures, they  had  found  cramped  and  fet- 
tered bT  the  trammels  of  a  dark  and  bar- 
barous legitlation ;  his  task  it  wta  to  cut 


the  cords  which  bound  British  commerce 
to  the  earth,  and  to  cause  it  to  soar  aloft 
with  an  elevation  and  power  of  which  till 
his  time  the  nation  had  entertained  no 
conception.  He  (Mr.  Attwood)  doubted 
if  their  Indian  deficiency  was  not  one 
of  the  fruits  of  commercial  reform.  If 
they  had  never  interfered  with  the  Com- 
pany's charter,  if  they  had  left  India 
under  the  control  of  that  system  by 
which  our  power  in  the  East  had  been 
established,  he  doubted  if  there  had  been 
any  Chinese  war,  probably  no  Afighan 
war,  or  any  Indian  deficiency.  But 
charters  of  every  kind  were  unsuited  to 
the  era  of  commercial  reform.  He  re- 
called the  attention  of  the  House  to  that 
letter,  signed  by  Mr.  Huskisson,  by  the 
late  Lord  IJverpool,  and  by  the  Earl  of 
Ripon,  which  told  the  country  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  charters  were  out 
of  fashion,  that  was  the  expression  ;  thev 
were,  in  sooth,  the  product  of  a  dark 
and  ignorant  period,  opprobrious  to  the 
enlightened  science  of  existing  legislation : 
the  holders  could  not  expect  them  to  be  re- 
newed. Those  recollections,  he  said,  threw 
alarm  into  his  mind,  when  he  beard  of 
further  progress  in  commercial  reform,  in 
conjunction  with  the  avowal  they  had 
heard  of  the  distressed  condition  of  the 
people  and  of  the  Exchequer.  But  it  was 
just  to  say,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
who  had  described  in  such  striking  terms 
the  distress  in  which,  on  bis  advent  to 
power,  he  found  the  country, had  expressed 
also  that  he  anticipated  a  revifsl  of  na- 
tional prosperity  and  power ;  his  holding 
out  the  prospect  of  the  proposed  locome- 
duty  being  to  terminate  in  three  years 
must  have  been  founded  on  that  antici- 
pation; the  country,  he  said,  had  been 
subiected  in  recent  years  to  violent  alter- 
nations of  prosperity  and  distress;  he 
(the  right  hon.  Baronet)  had  witnessed 
distress  as  severe  and  extensive  as  the 
present  followed  by  a  rapid  and  exten- 
aive  prosperity.  To  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject he  (Mr.  Attwood)  desired  to  call 
the  earnest  attention  of  her  Majesty's 
Government  and  of  the  committee;  he 
could  have  wished  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  who,  guided  by  previous  experi- 
ence, predicted  returning  prosperity,  had 
proceeded  one  step  further  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  same  sure  guide,  and  have 
told  the  House  how  long,  still  judging 
from  former  experience,  he  expected  the 
coming  prospenty  to  endure.    Did  he  or 
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did  he  not  anticipate  that  the  pro$[>erity  the  thing  meant  was,  neither  more  nor 

he  predicted  would  be  itself  speedily  su-  less  than  rapid,  sudden,  violent  fluctualiou 

pcrsedtd  by  another  period  of  convulsive  in  ihe  value  of  money;  the  standard  of 

calamity  and  distress?     The  right  hon.  value,  the  measure  of  contraclSi  the  mc« 

Baronet  had  not  done  justice  to  his  own  dium   of  circulation    and    exchangct«-» 

character  or  to  the  House  in  stopping  these  Huctuations  carrying  disorder  iulo 

short    of   this    explanation;    his    whole  all  pecuniary  arrangeroenis,  violaliog  M 

scheme  turned  on  it.     Why  hold  out  an  lontracts,   introducing  injustice  into   ell 

Income-duty  but  for  three  years  ?     Why,  engagements  of  mercantile  credit;    iolo 

but  that  the  restored  power  of  coiisiiinp-  all   leases,  mortgages*  and    seUleniCDts. 

tion  which  pros()erity  would  give  to  the  No  curse  so  great  could  be  inflicted  oa  a 

pcoplcp  would  itself  replenish  the  Kxchc-  civilized  community,  as  the  contiiiuaoce  of 

quer,  and  enable  the  Income-tax  lo  bo  these  Huctuations,  or  alternations  at  tbej 

dispensed  with.     But  for  how  luii^?  till  were  called,  would  prove.  The  6rst  duty  of 

the  next  alternation  of  distress.     U  this  I'arliamc-r.t,  was  to  correct  those  fluctiia- 

werc  the  best  prospect  her  Majesty's  (io-  tians,  to  check  those  alternatioiu ;  it 

vernmcni  could  hold  out  to  the  country,  not   looking  the  diflicalties  in   the 

sure  he  was  of  this,  that  thu  first  duty  of  it  was  turning  aside  and  shutting 

iiovernment   and   of  Parliament    wu*i  to  eyes  to  these  ditticulties,  to  found  mea- 

dircct  their  attention,  not  to  the  culling  sures  of  finance,  on  the  anticipation  ^ 

out  a  false  delusion,  and  short-livtd  pros-  changes  such   as   these.      Why  wea    % 

|>erity,  which  would  terminate  in  the  ruin  change  to  autici|)ated  pros|)erity  desirable? 

of  the  productive  classes,  who  relied  and  the  exi^ttiii^  value  of  money,  though  hisbi 

founded  their  undertakings  upon  it,  but  was  no  hi|;her  here,  than  in  the  coeetiWe 

to  consider  what  means  they  possessed  of  ar(»und  them,  nor  the  prices  of  commodi- 

givtng  permanence  to  the  existing  condi-  ties  lower ;  the  existing  talue  of  nooOT 

tion  of  the  people.     What  was  meant  by  was    that   which   CGrres|ionded    with  eH 

the  terms  distress  and  prosperity,  as  ap.  their  nioiietaiy  laws;  all  interests  were  m 

plied  to  the  existing  and  recent  condition  danger,  it  wds  felt;  but  their  slandaid, 

of   the   country  '.       Distress   was  neither  their    nionctiiry    laws,  llie   act  of    1619, 

more  nor  less,  than  the  existence  of  a  low  were   safe :  there  was  no  danger  to  the 

rate  of  prices  for  the  productions  of  in-  lUnk,  no  dratn  of  gidd  from  ihecouotry; 

dustry  ;    in  other   words,   a   high   value  the  prosperity  of  the  right  hon.  BanmeC 

of    money.      A    srale    of    prices    wUicU  would  put  all  these  in  danger,  aad  oouM 

allowed   of   no  profit    to  the   trader,  no  lie  iiieonsisieni  with  the  safe  eiisience  of 

adei|uute  wages  to  the  labourer,  and  winch,  their  present  niunelary  laws.  Two  coursee, 

by  taking  away  the  power  of  consumptiuii  and  two  only  were  in  his  judgrocDl  opeft 

from  botii,  impoverished   the  K\eiiti|uer;  to  tliem  ;  one  of  which  they  were  boood 

that  was  distress,  and  the  degree  of  (lis-  in   honesty  and  in  |K)licy  to  adopt; 

trtss  was  accurately  measured  by  the  rate  first  was  to  inaintsin   the  value  of 

to  which  prices  fell,  to  which  nidin-y  ad-  at  its  present  exiiitiiig  rate,  along  with  iko 

vaiK'efl    ill   value.     What  was  meant  by  existing  scale  of  prices;   to   prevent  the 


the  terms  national   prosperity  ^     A   high  value  of  money  from  sinking  agaio^ 

rate  of  puces,  in  other  words  a  low  value  the  general  scale  of  prices  from  agaio  ad* 

of  mniity,  a   scale  of  prrers   adapted  lo  vancing ;  to  found  their  financial  measuiee 

the  exigencies  and  en^a^enn  iiIn  of  the  i mi  (he  permanence  of  the  present existlQff 

State  and    of  the  peiipli .  wliieh  yicldeil  Htale  of  (hiiig^ ;    to   call  on   the  people 

profit,  and    wages,  and   earned  into  the  also  lo  consider  their  present  condition  ee 

Kxclii'puT  a   tidi'   of   r«  xjureti,   tlowrn^  yKTiiiaiient :  to  bt  ar.  rather  than  to  struggle 

froiii  the  increased   puwct   and  wealth  of  ngain»t,  or  sink  under  their  difficulliea,  ee 

the   e-jiniiiuniiy  ;    that   pro^pciity    would  they    were    able;  but  requiring   then  to 

be  iiieisured   aecuratily  m  it«  degree  by  I'ouiid  all  their  arrangements  on  the 

the  extent  to  wliieli   priiet   advanctd,  tu  tain   pcrinani-nce  of  existing  prices, 

which    money    was    ledueed    in    value,  value  of  monuy.     Did  they  fear  the  iasoo 

If    these   pro|K>sitiotis   were    undeniable,  of  such  an  ex|>eriment  ?     Another  COtUM 

as    he    did    n  X  exp»'it    to    have    them  remained  open.     Let  the  value  of  money 

denied,  then  it  fulii>iipd   thit  \\hv:\  nn  n  take  Vs  predicted  change,  fall  in  veloni 

<p<jkv*  uf   atterii:\iions   of  pra<«{Kiity  .iiid  prices  of  commodities  advance,  and  unii* 

distress  rapidly  succeeding  one  auoihvr,  cipated   prosperity  take  efltet;  bui 
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permanence  to  that  lowered  value  of 
money;  (o  that  higher  acale  of  prices, 
and  lo  the  condition  of  prosperity,  these 
would  bring  with  them.  Was  he  asked 
how  arc  these  to  be  done  ?  Into  that 
eiplanation  the  present  was  not  the  time 
lo  enter,  but  the  means  were  ready  and 
facile ;  he  undertook  to  demonstrate  lo 
any  man  or  set  of  men,  where  attention 
had  been  given  to  such  subjects ;  to  any 
committee  or  any  commission  ;  that  they 
possessed  the  ready  and  facile  power 
of  mamtaining  permanently  the  existing 
value  of  money ,  and  scale  of  prices ;  aud 
further,  that  permitting  prices  to  advance, 
and  money  to  fall  in  value;  they  pos- 
sesseased  the  ready  and  facile  means  of 
fijking  permanently  such  low  value  of 
money,  such  high  scale  of  prices ;  and 
of  preventmg  that  prices  should  even 
again  fall  to  their  present  scale,  or  to 
any  thing  approaching  to  such  a  scale  in 
Ibis  country.  Those  courses  were  o)pen, 
and  one  of  the  two  was  Parliament  bound 
by  every  principle  of  integrity,  and  every 
dictate  of  wisdom  and  sound  policy  lo 
adopt.  Any  other  measure,  founded  as 
it  must  be  on  falae  motives,  dictated  by 
a  temporising  expediency,  could  do  no 
more  than  procrastinate  the  period  when 
the  real  difficulties  of  their  situation  must 
be  ultimately  met. 

Mr.  Roebuck  observed,  that  tbe  right 
boo.  Baronet  had  not  received  that  meed 
of  approbation,  either  from  friends  or 
enemies  to  which  be  was  entitled ;  be  had 
been  criticised  by  his  own  ranks,  and  those 
aoBOOg  bis  general  opponents  from  whom 
support  might  have  been  expected  bad  not 
realised  expectation.  He  had  brought 
forward  a  plan  which  to  him  appeared 
straight- forward,  honesty  and  easy  of 
comprehension  ;  it  could  deceive  nobody, 
and  the  country  would  understand  it.  It 
was  intended  to  raise  a  certain  revenue, 
and  that  the  people  should  distinctly 
know  in  what  manner  they  were  to  pay 
it;  they  were  not  to  be  cajoled  or  de- 
ceived, in  order  to  obtain  tbe  large  sum 
required.  The  de6ciency  was  great,  and 
was  admitted,  and  two  plana  of  supplying 
it  had  been  stated.  One  was,  that  of 
raising  the  money  directly  from  the  com- 
munity—the other  was,  thai  of  levying^  it 
indirectly  as  a  ux  upon  commodities. 
The  6rst  was  the  plan  of  tbe  right  boo. 
Baronet;  the  second  was  the  budget  of 
tbe  late  Administration.  It  was  but  justice 

to  tU  fight  both  Btionet  to  uk%  (km  pco* 


ject  as  a  whole,  and  be  was  not  now  going 
to  fix  upon  any  portion  which  he  might 
approve  or  dislike,  but  to  consider  it  as 
one  comprehensive  scheme.  He  would 
presently  criticise  it  on  various  particulars, 
but  in  the  outset  be  was  bound  to  admit, 
that  it  was  clear,  straightforward,  and 
honest.  He  did  not  think,  that  it  lay  in 
the  mouths  of  those  who  felt  with  the 
right  boo.  Baronet  regarding  the  defi- 
ciency, to  criticise  him  for  endeavouring 
to  supply  it.  The  deficiency  existeoi 
and  neither  side  of  tbe  House  was  to  be 
separately  blamed:  the  fault  was  on 
both  sides:  it  was  not  a  Whig,  nor  a 
Tory,  but  a  House  of  Commons  defi- 
ciency. People  might  talk  of  tbe  ex- 
pensive war  in  Syria;  but  it  was  tbe 
war  of  both  parlies  ;  for  the  in- 
creased expenditure  both  sides  of  the 
House  were  responsible.  All  were  intent 
on  spending,  and  nobody  thousbt  of 
saving;  expenditure  was  the  rule,  and 
saving  the  exception.  He  would  tell  tbe 
House,  tbe  country,  and  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  that  bis  chief  reason  for  applaud- 
ing tbe  present  frank  scheme  of  financial 
reform  was,  that  it  could  not  fail  to  make 
people  feel  and  understand  at  whose  door 
to  lay  the  blame.  Hitherto  tbe  finances 
of  the  empire  had  only  been  tampered 
with,  attempts  had  been  made  to  botch 
the  business,  and  to  put  a  temporary  end 
to  the  difficulties  by  artifices,  that  ought 
to  have  deceived  nobody.  He,  therefore, 
thanked  the  right  hon.  Baronet  for  saying 
that  he  would  no  longer  be  a  party  to 
this  paltry  chicanery,  for  he  told  the 
people  plainly,  "  I  am  not  going  to  create 
a  loan,  or  to  resort  to  any  other  expedient 
by  which  your  prosperity  will  ba  taxed, 
but  I  am  going  to  tax  you."  The  crime 
of  deficiency  belonged  to  the  House — no 
man  had  denied  its  existence— no  man 
had  exaggerated  its  amount — no  man  had 
disputed  that  the  money  was  wanted — and 
no  man  had  asked  for  a  reduction  of  ex- 
penditure. At  the  door  of  the  House, 
therefore,  lay  the  blame  of  expenditure 
and  consequent  deficiency.  Then  came 
tbe  question,  bow  it  was  to  be  met  ?  Was 
the  country  prepared  to  pay  the  money 
in  a  direct  straightforward  manner,  or  waa 
it  willing  to  resort  again  to  old  contri- 
vances, to  tinker  the  diflBculty,  and, 
under  the  pretence  of  relieving  commercial 
distress,  add  new  taxes  and  increase  pre* 
vailing  embarrassments  ?    By  far  the  pro- 

fciaUe  oovio  wm  thai  which  wm  tbt 
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boldest — to  tell  the  people  that  ihe  money 
must  be  raised,  and  lo  use  only  the  short 
intelligible  phrase  "  pay  it.*'     The  hon. 
Member  for  Liskeard  (Mr.  C.  Bullcr)  had 
said,   that   the  tax   was  likely   to  drive 
capital  out  of  the  couDtry.     He  thought, 
that  his  hon.  Friend  had  aspired  to  the 
character  of  a  political  economist.     What 
could  be  the  difference  as  regpardedcapital» 
whether  the  money  were  taken  in  one 
way  or  in  another,  directly  or  indirectly  ? 
The  effect  must  be  the  same,  if  the  people 
bad  to  pay  the  money,  no  matter  in  what 
way.      If  taxation  would   drive   capital 
from  the  country,  the  evil  would  not  be 
diminished  by  making  taxation  indirect. 
But  his  hon.  Friend  had  added,  that  it 
was  dangerous  to  let  the  people  know  how 
much    they    paid.     Did  this  sentiment 
come  from  a  representative  of  the  people  ? 
from  a  Member  sitting  on  the  Liberal  side 
of  the  House  ?     Did  it  come  from  one 
who  professed  to  have  great  faith  in  the 
fitness  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves  ? 
Was  he  to  erect  himself  into  a  sort  of 
high  priest  of  finance— to  appropriate  all 
the  good  things,  and  say  to  the  people — 
'<  Be  blind,  but  have  faith  T     Was  that 
the  course  which  ought  to  be  pursued  { 
No:  he  thanked  the  rij^ht  hon.  Baronet 
for  stepping  forward  with  a  plan  which 
could  not  fail  to  let  the  people  know  ex- 
actly what  they  had   to  pay.     He  now 
came  to  the  charge  against  the  rif^ht  hon. 
Baronet,  that  the  mode  in  which  he  re- 
quired the  people  to  pay  was  an  unfair 
one  — that  though  a  direct  tax  was  cer- 
tainly the  best,  the  mode  in  which  he  in- 
tended to  impose  it  was  most  unfair  to  the 
middle  classes.     He  agreed  in  that  accu- 
sttion,  and  he  would  add  another  item  to 
the  force  of  it.    The  charge  he  brought 
against  the   House  was  made  more  ob- 
▼ioui«    was  shown   in   broader  daylight, 
and  rendered  more  salient,  by  the  present 
proposition    than   by   any    plan  of  tax- 
ation.     First,   the    House   of  Commons 
bad  commenced  by  preventing  an  alter- 
ation  of  the   Corn-U^s.      That   was    a 
tax  upon  the  community  for  the  benefit 
of   the  landowner ;    it  put   a   large  sum 
into    the    pocket    of    the     land-owner ; 
and    then    came    down    the   right    hon. 
Baronet   to   tell   the    Hou^-    that    there 
was  a  large  deficiency  which  must  be  met, 
and  thiit  he  would  meet  it  by  a  lax  which 
spread  over  landed  property,  funded  pro* 
perty,  and  what,  for  the  sake  of  shortneu, 
ht  would  call  income.    Hating  fint  taxed 


the  people  for  the  benefit  of  the  kad* 
owner,  and  thereby  having  pat 
able  stim  into  his  pocket,  the  next 
was  merely  to  call  open  bin  to  p«j 
again  the  money  he  had  received.    11s«i^ 
in  fact,  land-owners  paid  ootbiogt  nA 
whole  burden  of  the  tax  fell  upoa  tho 
of  the  community.    He  did  not  binm 
right  hon.  Baronet  for  this  connt ;  he 
done  all  he  dared,  and  had  done 
than  his  political  adversariea  woqU 
done.     But  the  present    Miniaten 
wise  in  their  generation.    "  We  will 
tax  the  people  (said  they)— -we  hate 
regard  for  the  poorer  claMea;"   end  m 
they  robbed    what   waa  condderad   Ihe 
Liberal  side  of  the  Hoose  of  the 
might  have  gotten  by  a  pretended 
siderateness  for  the  neceasities  and 
ings  of  the  poor.     But  even  the  poor 
been  taxed  indirectly  in  their  com. 
land-owner  was,  in  fact,  relieved  bom  ai 
payihcnt,  and  the   fundbolder   end  Ihe 
intellect  of  the  country  waa  additiooely 
oppressed  in  order  to  make  up  the 
ficiency.     When  the  subject  waa 
at  fairly  and  impartially,  it  woeM  be 
that  the  land-owner  was  wholly  exeei[ 
from  bearing  any  portion  of  the  weight  of 
public  burdens.     Dismiuing  the  tax 
the  fundholder,  he  (Mr.  Roebuck) 
to  what  he  must  consider  the  deep  inji 
tice  of  the  licheme,  an  injustice  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  must  himself  fcelp 
which  he  was  only  prevented  from 
mitting  by   the  sort  of  Friends  he 
about  him.     What  was  the  propoailiMif 
To  tax   fluctuating  income    in  the 
proportion  as  that  which  waa 
The  injustice  was  ao  flagrant,  ao  ontateria^ 
that  it  was  impossible  to  exaggerele  he 
deformity.     A   man  might  earn  SOOL  a 
year  by'  hard  labour,  either  of  body  er 
mind,  and  was  required  to  pay  jnat  ae 
■  much  as  a  man  who  literally  did  nothing 
I  fur  the  same  income.     He  who  toiled  far 
hif  bread,  and   whose  family  depended 
upon  his  toil,  who  might  be  deprived  ef 
health*  and  thus  be  deprived  of  food.  \m 
might  die  and  his    family  might 
and  yet  he  was  to  produce  juat  the 
sum   as  a  man  who  waa  the  owner  of 
landed   and  permanent  property  to  Iho 
extent  of  .'ioo/.  a  year.    The  diBeieaeo 
was  palpable  and   appreciable,  yet 
right   hon.  Baronet  said  that  he 
make    no  distinction.    He    nuat 
better:  he  must  know  that  heconM 
a  distinction,  and  that  in  the  Beihii  ft 
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was  well  understood.     Tlie  diflference  be- 
tween the  owner  of  funded  property,  and 
of  a  man  who  gained  at  large  nn  income 
by  toil  of  anv  kind  waijutt  the  difference 
between   a  life  interest  and    perpetuity. 
He  might  go  into  the  market  and  ask, 
'*  What  premium  do  you  require  for  the 
insurance  of  my  life,  so  that  my  family 
shall  have  300/.  a  year  at  my    death?'* 
The  exact  amount  of  that  premium  was 
what    the  right  hon.   Baronet  ought  to 
strike  off  from  the  man  of  variable  income, 
and  then  to  tax  him  upon  the  remainder 
would  be  perfectly  fair  and  just.     Why 
could  not  that  be  done  ?     Where  was  the 
difficulty  ?    Could  not  tables  be  prepared, 
or  rather  did  they  not  already  exist,  of 
the  value  of  life  at  different  ages,  from 
twenty  to  thirty,  from  thirtyto  forty,  from 
forty  to  fifty,  and  so  on  ?     The  young  man 
who  paid  less  for  the  insurance  of   his 
life  ought  to  pay  more  to  the  State  than 
the  older  man,  from  whom  a  higher  pre- 
mium was  required.    As  this  was  a  known 
principle,  and  one  of  every  day's  applica- 
tion, he  asserted  that  to  fly  in  the  face  of 
it  was  a  gratuitous  infliction  for  the  ad- 
vantage   of   the    landed    interest.    The 
people  ought  to  be  told  why  this  could 
not  be  done,  and  he  wanted  to  see  some- 
body get  up  in  his  place  bold  enough  to 
maintain  the  injustice, or  astute  enough  to 
show  that  it  was  none.    The  injustice  was 
to  tax  men  equally  whose    means  were 
most    unequal — rendering    a    whole   life 
wretched,  and  preventing  the  possibility 
of  that  caution    and    providence    whicn 
might  enable  an  industrious  and  capable 
man  with  a  fluctuating  income  to  leave 
something    behind    him   for   his  family. 
This,  he  insisted,  was  a  gross  and  a  cruel 
injustice,  the  cry  of  which  roust  and  would, 
ere  long,  reach  the  House,  and  compel 
redress.     If  the  necessity  were  great,  aid 
the  gravity  of  the  need  make  it  necessary 
to  be  unjast  ?     No ;   if  the  whole    sum 
were  requisite,  let  it  be  obtained  in  fair 
proportions,  and  do  man  would  complain ; 
the  poor  man  ought  to  furnish  what  he 
could,  and  the  rich  man  ought  to  be  called 
upon  to  give  no  more  than  bis  share.     It 
was  grievous  to  lay  a  heavier  load  upon 
one  man  than  upon  another,  merely  be- 
caose  the  poor  and  powerlets  were  unable 
to  resist.    The  reason  why  the  man  of 
fluctuating  income  was  severely  taxed  was, 
that  the  man  of  landed  property  might 
escape  taxation.    The  right  hon.  Baronet 
did  not  dare  to  tax  tbe  landowner,  and 


therefore  he  revenged  himself  upon   the 
unhappy  wretch  who  owned  nothing  but 
the  faculty  of  honestly  earning  his  liveli- 
hood.    He  did  not  lay  this  injustice  at 
the  door  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet ;  he 
charged  it  upon  the  majority  of  the  House, 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  unable 
to   control,    and    he    thanked    him    for 
bringing  it  into  open  daylight,  so  that  all 
who  ran  could  read  the  frightful  cruelty 
and   gross  inequality  of   the  imposition. 
Following  up  this  part  of  the  subject,  be 
might  call  upon  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
to  explain  the  diflSculty  of  rendering  the 
tax    equal:     he    did    not    require    him 
to  make  it  equal  in  minute  detail,  hot 
in     the     rough  —  upon   a    general   es- 
timate of  the    value   of   life,    and    the 
amount    of   net    income,    and    striking 
off  the  sum   which  a  man  was  obliged 
to  pay  for  insurance.     If  thb  mode  of 
levying  the  tax  did  not  prodnce  sufficient 
monev,  let  him  increase  it ;  and  what  was 
equally  imposed  to  supply  the  necessity  of 
the  State,  would  be  cheerfully  contributed 
by  the  whole  mass  of  the  community.     If 
a  penny  were  not  sufficient,  let  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  require  two-pence ;  and  if 
he  observed  the  fair  distinction  between 
the  parties  who  were  to  pay,  be  would 
soon  have  all  the  money  he  could  require. 
It  had  been  said — and  he  was  much  struck 
with  the  phrase— it  had  been  said  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Tower 
Hamlets,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet's 
plan  was  a  vulgar  method.     If  by  vulgar 
were  meant  common,  he  wished  that  tbare 
was  much  more  of  such  vulgaritv,  at  least 
in  State  affairs ;  but  if  by  vulgar  were 
meant  that  it  was  not  done  in  private  life, 
he  must  say,  that  men  in  private  life  did 
pay  their  own  debts :  they  did  not,  in 
common  terms,  outrun  the  constable.     If 
men  were  honest  they  did  pay  their  debts, 
and  did  not  endeavour,  by  a  side-wind,  to 
get  rid  of  their  fair  debts.  They  did  make 
their  expenditure  and  their  income  equal. 
If  they  were  honest  men  they  did  that, 
but  if  they  were  dishonest,  and  if  tbey 
went  on  from  day  to  day  making  tbeir  ex- 
penditure larger  than  Uieir  income,  they 
would  inevitably  come  to  tbe  last  result- 
it  would  be  a  stand-still ;  it  woold  be  a 
bankruptcy  if  they  were  traders,  and,  if 
not,  there  wonld  be  a  morel  bankruptcy-^ 
they  would  be  ruined*    The  morality  of 
private  life  might  be  extended  to  nations* 
He  could  not  understand  in  what  sense  it 
ooold  bt  Tolgar  to  pay  one'a  debts.    Bity 
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then,  it  wm  laid,  that  the  tax  was  of  an 
iiiquititorial  nature,  and  that  there  would 
be  great  danger  to  the  commercial  intereitt 
of  this  country  in  learning  exactly  how 
much  each  man  makes.  To  him  this  ap- 
peared a  matter  beyond  comprehension, 
lie  knew  that  with  our  feelings  there  was 
a  great  dislike  to  let  the  world  know  what 
wc  are  worth ;  he  thought  that  one  of  the 
vulgar  prejudices.  That  he  called  volgar. 
lliey  ought  honestly  and  fairly  to  say  if 
they  were  poor  that  they  were  poor,  and 
if  they  were  rich  the  world  would  very 
soon  nnd  it  out.  Neither  could  he  under- 
stand how  it  could  be  made  out  that  what 
was  called  credit  could  multiply  the  re- 
sources of  the  country.  It  might  be  said 
that  he  who  had  credit,  but  had  not  money, 
could  make  use  of  other  people's  money ; 
but  if  he  did  so,  he  only  carried  on  his 
business  at  another  man's  expense.  If  a 
man  had  credit,  and  with  the  consent  of 
another  man  worked  with  his  credit,  it 
might  be  well;  but  all  other  credit  was 
not  honest,  and  could  not  benefit  the 
country.  Therefore  hu  said,  as  to  the  in- 
quisitorial nature  of  the  tax,  that  he  cared 
very  little  about  stating  what  his  means 
were,  and  he  cared  very  little  more  for  any 
one  who  entertained  such  a  feeling.  In 
his  argument  the  hon.  Member  for  Lam- 
beth had  selected  a  case  in  which  he 
thought  great  discredit  would  be  brought 
upon  an  important  class  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber  said,  **  lie  would  like  to  know  how  a 
banker's  income  was  to  be  known  ?  "  He 
had  chosen  peculiarly  that  class  which 
knew  precisely  on  the  last  day  of  the  year 
how  much  they  made  during  the  year.  The 
bankers  knew  with  a  certairitv  how  much 
they  had  made ;  and  how  they  could  be 
ashsmed  or  afraid  to  own  it,  or  to  wish 
people  to  believe  that  they  made  10,000/. 
when  they  only  made  5,000/.,  he  could 
not  understand.  Therefore  he  believed 
that  if  they  made  only  the  lesser  sum, 
they  wuuld  say  that  they  made  but  5,000/. 
if^  however,  the  inquisitorial  nature  of  the 
tax  were  objected  to,  was  there  not  some 
rough  but  fair  method  of  ascertaining  the 
income  ?  Were  there  not  some  means  of 
investigating  what  any  man  really  made, 
not  in  one  year,  but  in  a  series  of  two, 
three,  four,  or  five  years?  He  should 
think  that  the  rent,  or  what  any  man  paid 
for  his  lodgings,  would  form  a  close  ap- 
proximation to  his  capacity  to  pay. 
[«*  Oh ! "]  He  heard  those  cries  of  '*  oli ! 
oh ! "  more  loudly  on  that  (the  Oppo- 
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siiion)  side  of  the  Hotttt  Ibtn  the 
There  were  surely  some  mtana  of  nakiag 
a  rough  estimate  of  a  man's  capacity  lo 
pay,  but  if  there  were  iioim»  ilftcy  mmk 
have  the  inquisitorial  mode,aDd  be  tiMMighl 
that  the  evil  of  such  a  neihod  waa  mom 
than  compcoitted  by  the  dircd  ■ithnti  of 
taxation.  Having  trespnsscd  to  loaf  mpom 
the  attention  of  the  Hooae,  ha  «wU 
trespaia  only  a  few  nuMBcata  laagtr,  far 
the  purpose  of  pointing  cat  to  iha  CHwa* 
cellor  of  the  Exchc«|aer  tha  noda  b| 
he  might  compensate  himaelf— by 
taxation  if  they  would,  as  indirect  tazt 
was  in  such  favour — for  the  loasoccasiaMd 
by  cutting  ofl*  the  tax  upon  malalila 
comes,  or  reducing  them  to  the  aas 
to  the  insurance  on  a  man'a  life.  By 
by  they  would  have  to  conaider  what 
one  of  the  great  errors  of  the  tarUr. 
a  subject  that  had  been  often  n 
that  evening^the  duty  on  tiaibar. 
was  prepared  to  show  when  this  an 
should  be  considered  by  the  Hoiiae, 
it  was  not  for  the  colonial  intaraalat  wm 
indeed  the  Canadian  interests,  that  fkm 
law  should  be  left  as  it  was;  it  m 
more  nor  leu  than  the  interests  of  a 
body  in  this  country  who  were  tha 
of  rotten  ships,  and  whose  interasla 
been  much  over- rated.  Knowing  wall  tktt 
interests  of  Canada,  and  having  had  tiM 
honour  in  a  former  year  to  appear  bafava 
the  House  for  two-thirds  of  the  Caaadiaai 
population,  he  could  state,  that  it 
desire  of  the  people  of  Canada  that 
protection  should  bo  taken  froa 
thvy  begged  the  mother  country  lo 
it.  If  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
lower  the  duty  on  Haltic  timber  ooa  half, 
and  raise  the  duty  on  Canada  timbar  tmm 
half,lie  would  by  these  means  obtain  for  than 
country  better  and  cheaper  timberp  and  mi 
the  same  time  improve  the  revenue.  Ha 
would  then  be  able  to  grant  relief  lo  that 
portion  of  the  people  of  this  country  who 
iiad  only  mutable  incomes,  and  would  do 
no  injury  to  any  one.  This  great  altar- 
ation  could  be  made  by  the  right  boa. 
Uaronct,  and  he  was  prepared  to  abov 
that  it  would  cause  no  loss  to  Canada  $ 
that  it  would  confer  a  great  benefit  oo  tbo 
community ;  that  it  would  inflict  loaa  oolv 
on  a  few  owners  of  mills;  but  itwoola 
give  us  cheaper  and  better  timber.  Ho 
would  be  prepared  when  the  tariff  ooo 
diKussod  to  meet  any  one  interestedt  ao4 
show  that  the  additional  revenue  couM  ho 
raised  by  this  legitimate  mode  of 
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— indirecl  ttxation,  if  ihey  would— bul 
taxation  far  more  juat  and  eaay  than  that 
|iro|>oted  by  the  right  hon.  Barooct.  He 
would  not  trouble  the  House  by  eolering 
upon  the  other  measures.  He  would  only 
aay,  in  passing,  with  respect  to  the  im- 
portation of  sufj^r,  thai  the  ground  on 
which  that  was  placed  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  wholly  untenable.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  talked  of  encouraging  the 
slat u  trade.  That  was  the  bugbear  which 
WM  always  set  up  when  any  thing  was 
proposed  to  be  done.  The  mischiefs  of 
that  trade  were  unmitigated ;  the  ef  ils  had 
rather  been  increased  by  what  we  had 
tried ;  we  had  done  do  good,  according  to 
their  own  statements.  Those  who  were 
most  interested  on  the  subject — those  who 
had  expended  the  most  labour,  said  that 
the  mischief  was  unmitigated ;  yet  when 
the  people  of  England  asked  for  relief 
they  were  toU  that  they  could  not  have 
it ;  and  it  was  said,  foraooth,  that  we 
should  do  mischief  when  we  could  not 
now  prevent  the  slave  trade.  With  these 
observations  let  him  cloae  bis  case  with 
what  he  would  term  the  moral  of  his  tale. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  on  that  (the  OppoaitioD) 
side  of  the  House  had  made  two  attempts 
during  the  present  Session  to  render  them- 
selves popular.  They  had  shown,  in  the 
first  place,  an  opposition  to  the  Com- 
laws,  they  had  tried  to  get  up,  as  they 
called  it,  the  steam.  They  bad  failed, 
because  in  them  the  people  had  no  con- 
fidence. Too  many  found,  when  they 
possesaed  power,  granted  to  them  by  the 
uflToHs  of  the  people,  that  they  did  not 
employ  that  power  for  the  beneBt  of  the 
working  classes.  It  waa  found  that  the 
working  classes  were  arrayed  against 
them,  and  asked  and  demanded  their 
righla.  When,  therefore,  the  middle 
classes  complained  of  the  load  upon  their 
own  shoulders,  which  was  a  burden  un- 
fairly placed  upon  them,  the  working 
clausawthe  part  they  had  uken— they 
saw  that  they  had  forgotten  the  promises 
made  to  tbem  in  1830,  in  1831,  and  1832 ; 
the  working  claaaes  stood  aloof;  they 
made  an  efiort  to  obtain  popularity  in  the 
country  and  they  flailed.  Now  they  were 
making  a  second  attempt,  and  the  people, 
clearly  understanding  the  attempt,  and 
being  relieved  by  the  wise  artifice  of  the 
other  side— being  relieved  by  the  political 
sagacity  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  were 
not  personally  interested  in  the  question  ; 
be  waa  glad  of  it,  tod  would  not  esaist 


the  middle  classes,  or  make  any  attempt 
to  raise  their  popularity.  Oh  !  said  the 
middle  clauf's,  but  we  cannot  trust  the 
working  classes  because  they  will  tax 
property.  He  would  ask  if  there  was  no 
attack  upon  property  on  the  other  side  ? 
He  supposed  that  long  labour  and  deep 
thought  was  not  property  in  the  estimate 
of  those  who  looked  upon  land  ami  the 
funds  alone  as  property.  He  said,  that  to 
take  income  derived  from  the  labour  of 
his  head  or  of  his  arm,  and  to  place  upoo 
it  burdens  which  other  property  did  not 
bear,  was  as  much  an  attack  upon  pro- 
perty aa  if  the  working  men  compelled 
the  owners  of  land  or  of  the  funds  to  pay 
taxes,  and  paid  none  themselves.  He 
therefore  said  to  the  middle  classes,  *'  Here 
you  have  had  from  lime  to  time  striking 
evidence  that  you  alone  cannot  cope  with 
the  other  skle.  There  are  means  of  eoping 
with  them ;  there  are  means  of  potting 
them  down,  as  you  have  put  them  down. 
Try  once  again.  Tell  the  people  ooce 
more  that  you  cannot  do  juatice  to  yoor- 
selfes  without  doing  justice  to  them.  Do 
justice  to  them,  and  you  will  obtain  justice 
for  all  ;**  and  so  be  *^pointed  the  moral  of 
his  t«le« 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  after  the  commenta 
that  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  three 
nights*  debate  upon  the  proposal  which  I 
made  for  relieving  the  country  from  its 
financial  difficulticji,  I  must  nattirallv  feel 
some  anxiety  to  reply  to  some  of  the 
observations  that  have  been  directed  against 
it ;  and  I  must  first  remark  on  the  objec- 
tion taken  to  the  course  I  have  pursued  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard.  I  was  tdd 
by  him  in  the  course  of  this  evening,  that 
having  no  confidence  in  the  abstract  merits 
of  the  measure  I  had  brought  forward,  and 
being  unable  to  support  it  b?  arffument,  I 
had  resorted  to  topics  calculated  to  eidte 
party  feeling,  ana  had  sought  that  aid 
nom  party  excitement  which  I  could  not 
hope  to  find  in  reason  and  in  arj^umeot. 
Sir,  I  refer  for  my  vindicatioo  acainst  that 
charce  to  all  those  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
heard  me  make  my  financial  statement.  I 
ask  whether,  when  I  detailed  to  the  House 
the  causes  of  the  present  difficohies,  and 
proposed  my  remeay  for  them,  it  was  pos- 
sible for  any  man  more  studiously  to 
abstain  from  every  topic  of  a  party  nature. 
It  was  necessary  fer  me  to  refer,  among 
other  causes  of  expenditure,  to  the  China 
war,  and  to  the  war  west  of  the  Indus,  but 
in  referring  to  those  causes  of  iocitaaed 
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expcnac,  did  I  not  abstain  from  entering 
into  any  political   subject  that  could  be 
coDsidercci  likely  to  proTokc  discussion  of 
a  party  nature?     But,   Sir,  when  on  a 
following  night,   I   had  to  vindicate  the 
course  which  I  had  pursued,  I  stood  in  a 
Tery  different  position.    On  the  first  night 
I  had  been  tola  that  my  proposition  should 
be  considered  as  a  wnole ;  there  was  an 
admission  of  the  great  financial  embarrass- 
ment, and  I  was  told  that  my  proposition 
should  be  resarded  with  no  party  feeling, 
that  it  should  be  discussed  altogether  on 
its  abstract  merits,  and  I  appeal  to  those 
who  recollect  the  second  night's  debate, 
whether  any  measure  could  be  attacked  in 
a  manner  more  partaking  of  party  spirit? 
As  I  said  on  a  former  occasion,  I  bad  fore- 
seen much  opposition,  and  I  expected  to  be 
called  upon  to  vindicate  my  measure,  and 
when  I  aid  vindicate  it,  having  been  thus 
provoked,  was  it  not  natural  that  I  should  re- 
mind those  who  attacked  my  measure  that 
they  and  their  policy  had  been  the  chief  cause 
of  the  difficulties  in  which  the  country  was 
placed  ?     And  really.  Sir,  wishing,  though 
I  do  not,  to  discuss  the  subject  in  the  tem* 
per  in  which  it  has  been  begun,  I  must  say, 
that  a  speech  of  greater  bitterness  I  never 
heard  than  that  which  fell  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  Why,  Sir,  was  it  not  said  that 
f   had  maintained  the  sugar  duties,  not 
because   I  was  convinced  (»f  the  policy  of 
maintaining  them,  but  because  I  wished  to 
preserve    my  couMstcncy — that    1  would 
not  propose  any  measure  that  could  unfii- 
vourably  affect  my  own  political  position. 
Is  it  not  tnie  that  not  one  wunl  was  said 
against  the  present  measure  when  it  was 
first  propOMd  r    Was  it  not  a  measure  in 
respect   to    which    I  received  the  assur- 
ance that  it  should  be  calmly  and  deli- 
berately considered  ?    Did  not  the  noble 
Lord  and  the  right  hon.  CSeotleman  state 
that  the  subject  was  one  to  which  tlicy 
had  given  great  consideration — that  it  waH 
one  which  had  necessarily  occupied  their 
atteotion  ?  And  yet  they  can  now  cume  to 
no  other  conclusion  than  that  a  more  un- 
joft,  a  more  inquisitorial,  a   more   (»p- 
pressive  measure,  could  never  have  been 
proposed  by  any  Minister.    Why  could 
they  not  arrive   at  that    conclusion    on 
the  first  night  ?   Of  course,  in  reviewing 
their  financial  difficuhiea,  the  subject  of  a 
tax  upon  income  must  hare  come  under 
their  notice  and  consideration,  and  they 
might  have  been  as  well  prepared  on  the 
fint  night  at  on  the  lecona  to  declare  their 


conviction  that  a  tax  upon  income 
unjust,inquisitorial,and  oppreaaive 
I  must  say,  therefore,  that  I  spoke  on  the 
second  evening  rather  under  the  inptf* 
sion,  that  the  attack  on  my  measovB  wu 
not  dictated  by  that  spirit  or  caln  enqoiiy 
in  which  the  noble  Lord  hwk  proniaed  tbit 
it  should  be  examined*  such  as  ftnkha 
philosophers  in  the  closet,  bat  pnrtodk 
much  more  of  the  character  of  a 
at  the  Reform  Club.  Tberefbre, 
might  have  been  my  wishes  oo  fint 
posing  the  measure,  }'et,  afW  the 
ance  I  then  received,  after  the  awnBer  fai 
which  I  opened  the  propoeal,  and  after  the 
manner  in  which  I  and  the  meaauie  wefie 
assailed,  then,  indeed,  I  did  that  which  I 
always  will  do— I  vindicated  to  the  beat  of 
my  power  the  measure  wbieh  I  had  intro* 
duced  and  the  motives  which  had  !■• 
fluenccd  me  in  introducing  it.  Sir,  I  Met 
say  I  was  surprised  that  this  OMBinre  <f 
the  Income-tax  should  have  been  de» 
nounced  by  the  leaders  of  the  pertr  oppe 
site  without  reference  to  the  public  eii* 
cency  or  necessity.  I  was  sarprised  tm 
bear  it  denounced  as  an  odious  and  UDJoit 
measure— one  which  no  Minister  oogbt 
ever  to  have  proiMned.  Because  I  reeaees* 
l)er  perfectly  well,  that  among  those  vh# 
have  b(*en  connected  with  the  perty  one* 
site,  those  whose  attention  has  been  chief  y 
directed  to  matters  of  Bnanoe,  direct  de- 
clarations have  been  left  upon  record,  that 
seeing  the  nature  of  our  taxation, 
its  tendency  to  press  upon  labour  and  u| 
the  articles  which  form  the  neci 
humptioii  of  the  great  masses  of  the  pcopls^ 
a  property-tax  might  be  resorted  to  with 
advautace  during  a  peace.  I  have  heard 
them  with  my  own  ears  deliver  that 
opinion.  I  heard  Lord  Althorp  give  that 
opinion  distinctly.  Sir  Henry  Farael  left 
it  on  rooord,  and  at  a  pcritid  when  no  such 
financial  difficulty  existed  as  now  esiste^ 
for  the  sole  pur|iose  of  relieving  the  arti* 
cles  of  «;eneral  consumption  in  the  cooDlrjT 
and  the  productive  industry  of  theooontew 
from  the  pressure  of  taxation,  Mr.  P. 
Tliomson,  Lord  Althorp,  Mr.  Hume,  Sir 
If.  Pamcl,  all  declared  in  favour  of  a  pro- 
perty-tax. The  principle,  therefore,  of 
a  property-tax  during  pcaoe^  were  beau 
(jcntlemen  opposite  acting  from  phifeee- 
phical  and  not  from  party  views,  woold 
not  be  denounced  with  quite  ao  much 
sternness  as  has  been  evincwd  on  the  other 
side.  Then,  Sir,  I  am  told  that  I  have  net 
established  any  necessity  for  a  prooertj-tax. 
Let  me  pass'b  rsfiew  the  cUef  oljeo 


1177 


A  ^Vw^fW^Sw     v^A^v  # 


(Mabcii  33} 


Ineomi'tax. 


1178 


tions  that  ba?e  been  urged  against  my 
course  and  against  tbo  measure.  I  am 
told,  first,  that  I  have  established  no  suffix 
dent  financial  necessity  for  the  imposition 
of  a  pro|}erty-tax  in  time  of  peace ;  and 
liere  I  mutt  fairly  own  that  1  am  now 
making  an  appeal,  not  so  much  to  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  as  to  the  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  the  country,  on  which  I  rely  for 
ultimate  support — that  deliberating  class 
who  are  enabled  to  form  a  just  judgment 
of  Uie  financial  difficulties  in  which  we  are 
now  placed,  and  of  the  inevitable  conse- 
quences that  must  attend  our  permitting 
them  during  peace  to  proceed  without 
making  aoyattempt  to  check  their  progress, 
and  1  Mk  them  maturely  to  consider,  whe- 
ther I  did  not  establish  such  a  financial 
necessity  as  calls,  at  least,  for  some  very 
decisive  measure.  It  is  proved,  that  there 
has  been  an  increasinff  deficit  during  the 
last  six  years,  and  that  during  the  last 
four  years  that  deficit  has  been  rapidly 
increasing.  1  include  iu  my  calculation 
the  year  ending  the  5th  of  April,  1843, 
because  there  has  been  no  complaint  of 
my  estinuite  for  the  year,  and  I  am  there- 
fore entitled  to  assume  that  it  is  corxect 
It  is  shown  that  on  the  5th  of  April, 
1840,  there  was  a  deficit  of  income  as  com- 
pared with  the  expenditure  of  1, 487,0002. ; 
that  in  1841  there  was  a  deficit  of 
1,851,000/.;  that  in  1842  there  was  a 
deficit  of  2,334,0002. ;  and  that  on  the 
year  ending  the  5th  of  April,  1843,  there 
will  be  a  deficit  of  2,573,000/.  It  is  proved 
that  up  to  the  5th  of  April,  1843,  on  a 
comparison  of  your  income  with  your  ex- 
penditure, and  including  the  deficiencies 
of  the  jear,  you  will,  in  the  twenty*sixtb 
year  or  peace,  hare  accumulated  during 
six  years  a  fresh  debt  of  10,000,000/.  It 
is  proved  that,  for  the  present  jear,  your 
expenditure  will  exoeeu  your  income  by 
2,500,000/.,  Uking  the  expenditure  as 
voted  upon  the  estimates,  but  it  will  be 
found  that  the  deficit  cannot  be  less  than 
S.500,000/.,  for  I  shall  have  to  submit  an 
estimate  for  a  reinforcement  of  our  troo|)s 
in  India,  and  we  shall  hare  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  the  China  expedition  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  Why,  that  fact  alone  is  enough 
to  establibh  a  case  of  considerable  financial 
difficulty.  I,  at  the  nme  time,  reminded 
you  of  the  position  of  a  great  branch  of 
your  empire  in  another  hemisphere.  I 
asked  you  to  remember  the  position  of  In. 
tliAO  finance.  I  reminded  you  that  Indian 
finance  had  followed  the  course  of  the 
finances  at  home ;  that  in  183G  you  began 


with  a  great  surplus ;  that  Id  1841  tou  had 
ended  with  a  great  deficit;  that  to  1836 
you  found  a  surplus  of  1,500,000/.  at  least; 
that  by  1840  you  found  a  deficit  of 
2,300,000/.,  and  by  1841  a  deficit  of 
2,400,000/. ;  that  the  Indian  Gofemment 
were  now  raising  2,000,000/.  at  5  Mr  cent. 
1  asked  yoa  to  remember  that  ere  UmgyciaT 
credit  might  be  required  to  be  broogbt  in 
aid  of  Indian  cre<lit,  should  any  great  re- 
verses or  difficulties  arise  ;  and  I  said  also 
that  I  thought  it  would  be  a  wise  course  to 
abstain  from  incurring  doubt,  and  to  main- 
tain the  public  credit  Iterc  by  showing  a 
determination  to  raise  the  necessary  sup* 
plies  immediately.  Those  were  the  proofii 
I  adduced  in  order  to  show  that  there  ei« 
isted  a  financial  necessity.  Sir,  if  I  had  Mt 
felt  a  full  confidence  in  the  spirit  and  in 
the  resources  of  this  country,  I  might  have 
shrunk  from  developing  the  truth  ;  but  it 
is  because  I  do  know  the  country  has 
within  itself  energy  and  resources  sumcieot 
to  overcome  all  its  difficulties  that  I  at 
once  met  the  difficulty,  and  on  that  ground 
I  would  not  conceal  the  truth  from  the 
public.  I  say  nothing  whatever  as  to  the 
prospecta  in  India.  I  hare  received  no  pro- 
vocation to-night  to  enter  into  that  sub* 
ject,  and  I  wish  to  adhere  to  the  exa»pit 
set  me  by  the  other  side,  and  say  Dothiog 
as  to  our  policy  and  protpecu  on  the  West- 
ern aide  of  the  Indus.  I  must  however  say, 
that  I  take  nodespooding  view  of  the  state 
of  affairs  in  India.  I  have  just  the  mam 
confidence  that  I  have  always  had  in  the 
valour  and  energy  of  England,  already  so 
gloriously  diapUyed  in  that  great  field  of 
exertion ;  ana  I  hope  and  trust  that  those 
exertions  will  be  great  in  proportion  to  the 
difficulty,  and  will  soon  repaur  our  tempo- 
rary disasters.  But  I  think  the  hon.  Mem. 
her  for  Lambeth  the  other  night  was 
rather  too  hasty  in  saying  that  he  should 
refuse  his  assent  to  any  measure  what- 
ever that  might  be  necessary  to  adopt  fi>r 
the  reparation  of  those  disastera.  "  Not 
one  ahilling  of  the  Income-tax,"  aaid  the 
hon.  Member,  "  shall,  with  my  consent, 
be  applied  to  the  war  in  Afghanistan.''  I 
shall  not,  as  I  have  said,  on  the  present 
occaaion  enter  into  any  inquiry  into  the 
causes  of  the  present  state  of  thinga 
there,  but  I  do  trust  the  House  will  sus- 
pend their  dedsioo  until  there  haa  been 
a  full  investiption,  and  that  they  will 
not  only  consider  the  policy  that  under- 
took that  war,  bat  that  they  will  also 
suspend  their  judgment  upon  the  policy 
which  Hinisten   think  it    oeceaaar?  to 
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adopt,  as  British  life  has  been  sacrificed  to 
a  great  extent,  and  sacrificed  by  gross 
lierfidy  and  violation  of  solemn  engage- 
ments.   The  hon.    Gentleman   savs   the 
AflTglians  are  engaged  in  a  battle  for  their 
indefiendence,  and,  he  adds,  that  he  holds 
me  responsible  for  the  Aflfghanistan  expe- 
dition.    Sir,  I  beg  learc  to  say,  that  when 
I  first  heard  of  the  expedition  across  the 
Indus,   I  had  the  greatest  doubts  of  its 
goo<l  policy  or  the  extension  of  our  empire 
in  India,  f  acquiesced  in  the  views  of  that 
gallant  and  distinguished  officer,  Sir  Alex- 
ander Burnes;  who  has  fallen  a  victim  to 
his  /.i>al  for  the  service  of  his  country,  and 
who  has  left  on  record  his  opinion,  that 
'*  to  attempt  to  restore  Shah  Soojah  to  the 
throne  from  whence  he  had  lieen  expel lr<l 
in  1  H()9,  was  a  measure  the  failure  of  which 
wr>uld  entiil  upon  us  disgrace  and  disaster." 
I  rend  that  passage,  and  I  said  at  the  time 
that  the  attempt  to  force  .Shah  Soojah  on 
the  throne  of  Aff'ghanistan  very  much  re- 
sembled what  our  policy  would  have  been 
had   we  attempteci   to  force  Charles   X. 
u|)on  the  throne  of  France.     Shah  Soojah 
had  lieen  expelled  from  the  throne,  and  Win 
personal  character  waw  held  in  the  utmoxt 
contempt  by  those  over   whom    we   had 
compulsorily  placed  him  Uirule.  Sir,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  at  a  |ieriod  when  the  po- 
licy of  the  countrv  is  determined  on,  and 
when  ten  thousana  men  may  be  re(|uired 
to  assert  our  power  in  India,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman should  not  presume  that  we  were 
unwilling,  powerful  as  we  are,  to  carry  out 
the  military  |)olicy  of  the  muiitry.     The 
fiosition  of  iitlairs  i*i  noiv  very  difllerent  to 
what  it  was  licfore  the  .Att'«;han  ex|ie«li- 
tion  :  you  might  at  theout««et  renion^trate ; 
but  it  is  not  nsw  wise  to  dump  the  H|jirit 
and  ardour  of  the  trmi)»^  by  s'leh  obM*rva. 
tions.     At  the  sanie  time,  limrever,  I  mu«t 
diiK'Jaini   for   nivself,   and  for  thoM>   with 
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whom  1  art,  all  reniMinsibilitv  for  the  e\|>e- 
ditinn  lieyond  the  Indn^.  Whatever  we 
may  think  of  the«iriginal  |Hiliry  which  dir- 
tate<l  that  eXfioilitifin.  we  uill  take  Mich 
jite|w  a<  we  eonci'ive  Hriti<«h  honour  now 
reipiiren.  with  as  much  piNid  faith  and 
tMiergy  as  if  the  ex|)e<liti«Mi  had  origioally 
lieiMi  11  |mrt  of  our  own  |>iiltry.  To  revert, 
however,  to  our  financial  |»(>Mitiiin.  I  have 
«hown  that  a  delirit  of  li).(RN).(MM)/  has 
Uhmi  inrurred  during  the  la*it  six  year«: 
the  fletirir  of  India  \*  nearly  .i.(NN).(il)0/. 
on  the  expeiitliture  nf  the  two  last  ye.irN 
ahMK* ;  anil  I  submit  it  tn  ffht*  delilicrati* 
judguifiit  auil  decision  of  tho*«"  who  h<'ar 
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to  make  some  great  eiertioa  ta 
ourselves  from  sach  a  filiiiichi  difieahy  I 
But  the  next  questioD  is,  what  ahall  fet 
the  nature  of  that  exertion?    1  thfak  tto 
great  majority  of  the  House  adaiito  thai 
we  have  made  out  the  existence  of  IIm  bo- 
cesfity  for  the  exertion.    It  h  a 
lusion  to  say  that  this  is  not  tho  til 
ffuch  a  measure.     I  do  not  ny  I 
the    Income-tax  because  of  the 
AfiT^hanistan,  or  becauie  there  it  t 
China,  but  I  say  that  we  aliouM 
our  financial  position  regarding  Ihoae 
wars,  as  causes  «>f  incrmiaed  expeeditMN^ 
which  certainly  of  tbemselvca  would  aet 
justify  the  ct>urse   propoaedp  but  vUeh 
combine<i  with  other  causes  of  ii 
expenditure  do    concurrently  contril 
with  them  to  form  such  a  cause  as  jwtil 
some  great  exertion  or  other.   Thea, 
shall  that  exertion  be?  I  am  told  thai 
budget  of  last  year  was  sufRctent  to 
it.     I  .im  convinced,  however,  that  If 
budget  of  laMt  year  had  been  carried  bjr  tka 
aflscnt  of  the  House  of  Comnooe, 
would  still  have  arisen  a  neceadtj 
some  such  exertion  as  I  now  propoae. 
budget  of  last  year  calculated  an  iae 
upon  the  sugar  duties  of  700,000/.  to 
from  the  proposed  admission  of  fbeoka 
sugar.    That  amount  hat  been  itaHaaJ  mf 
the  unexpected  importation  of  sugar  A«aa 
the  I*!ast  Indies  and  a  reduction  in  tba  priea 
of  the  article.    As  neariy  at  poaihia  tka 
sum  which  the  right  boo.  GeotleaMtt  cal* 
culated  Ufion  by  the  reductioa  of  tka  doff 
on  foreign  sugar  has  by  these  aieaaa  kaaa 
obtainetl.     With   res|tect  to  the  dulf  oa 
corn,  it  is,  of  course,  very  diflkult  to  ifana 
any  estimate  of  what  it  might  predacau 
The  nohle  I«nnl  calculated  that  the  mmm 
number  of  quarters  wmdd  be  admitted  at 
an  A<.  fixe<l  duty  as  had  been  adnitted  aft 
rw.  Hff.  and  at  is.     On  this  subject  it  fa 
very  difficult   to  fonn   an  opinioOt  but  I 
ran  not  conceive  on  what  grounds  the  aa» 
ble  Lonl  argties  that  the  same  quaatitjr 
would  In*  brought  in  at  an  H«.  duty  a 
lieen  ini|Mir:ed  at  a  duly  of  1«.     But« 
with  re«pcct  to  timlier.     I  am  quite 
parcfl  tn  udniii,  that  the  propoad  of  tha 
right  hon.  (ietitlenian  with  regard  to  til 
l»er  won  hi.  had  it  lieen  adopted,  have 
duce<l  a  largi*r  amount  to  the  revenue 
that  which  I  i^ubniit  to  tho  H<nise.     Tka 
right  h(»n.  (tentieman  proponed  to  redaoa 
the  (liM*riminatinf;  duty  on  Baltic  tiatkar 
by  .'ii.,  kii-ping  the  duty  at  56f.,  sad  ta 
ci»ntiiiue  the  d incriminating  duty  beti 
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30s.,  bjr  impomng  a  new  datv  of  10#.  on  liiii- 
ber  the  frowth  of  the  Canadii,  tliut  letring 
the  dutY  on  ooloniml  timber  at  90r.,  and  that 
oil  foreign  timber  to  60#.  Now,  I  admit, 
that  this  alteratioo  would  have  pioduoed 
a  larger  amount  of  rereoue,  but,  at  the 
iame  time,  I  am  prefwred  to  contend,  if 
the  country  can  make  any  remiaaion  of 
taxation,  that  there  is  not  a  single  article 
in  the  tariff  upon  whicb  a  reduction  of  the 
duty  would  UhI  with  greater  effect  in  en- 
couraging the  industry  of  the  countiy  than 
the  article  of  timber.  I  say,  therefore,  that 
I  am  surprised  at  the  lioetility  which  has 
been  shown  to  my  profiosition  by  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  (tentlemen  opposite 
proleM  a  great  respect  for  the  opinions  of 
Mr.  Deacon  Hume.  Now,  what  does  Mr. 
Deacon  Hume  say  on  the  subject  of  a  re- 
duction of  the  timber  duties.  He  tells 
you  that — 

^  If  the  country  coald  afford  to  give  up  the 
whole  amount  of  the  timber  dutv,  there  it  not 
one  other  article  to  which  I  would  sooner  give 
perfect  freedom  from  duty  in  tbii  country  than 
wood.  We  postetf  iron  and  coal,  and  we 
have  not  got  wood,  and  our  case  would  be 
complete  with  the  three.  We  act  towards 
wood,  as  France  acts  towards  iron.'* 

Sir,  the  ancient  policy  of  this  country 
was  to  encourage  the  importation  of  timber, 
at  a  nominal  or  a  tery  snail  duty,  aa  waa 
recommended  by  Mr  Deacon  Hume.  Up 
to  1 795,  in  the  midst  of  war,  the  whole 
duty  on  foreign  timber  waa  only  Gf.  Sd* 
the  load  of  cubic  feet,  the  Goremaenta  of 
that  day  considering  wood  in  the  light  of 
a  raw  material  entering  into  almuat  every 
species  of  manufactures,  and  conaeqnently 
dieeming  it  expedieni  that  a  low  duty 
should  be  imposed.  It  waa  not,  there- 
fore, until  tlie  hottest  of  the  war  that 
wood  «ras  sobiected  to  increased  taxation. 
Why  then.  Sir,  is  not  my  proposal  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  ancient  principles  of  our 
taxation.  At  the  same  time,  that  it  is 
calculated  to  benefit  the  consumer ;  and 
confer  a  greater  benefit  on  him  than  he 
could  obtain  from  the  proposition  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  again,  then, 
repeat  my  conviction  that  if  1  can  aecure 
a  tax  on  the  |>roperty  of  the  country,  and 
rediKx*  the  timber  duty,  I  ahall  do  more 
to  restore  activity  in  our  trade  and  com- 
merce, and  to  l»eiiefit  the  population  of  the 
country  generally,  than  by  any  single  mea- 
sure thiit  I  could  propose  to  Parliament. 
And  before  hon.  Gentlemen  decide  on  this 
point,  I  wish  they  would  read  the  evidence 
given  bdbre  n  eeniniittea  of  this  Honae  with 


respect  to  fisheries.  They  will  find*  by 
reference  to  the  reports  of  the  committeet 
on  Import  Duties  in  18Q5  and  in  1840, 
that  our  fishermen  are  represented  to  be 
subject  to  very  great  disadvantages  in  con- 
sequence of  the  existence  of  this  timber 
duty.  I  would  refer  Gentlemen  especially 
to  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  John  Mit- 
chell. Ixii  them  attentively  consider  what 
he  says  as  to  the  superiority  of  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  humbler  classes  of  Norway  to 
those  of  our  own  country,  aridng  aolely 
from  the  cheapness  of  wood.  Then,  again, 
J  would  ask  (lentlemen  to  read  the  erl* 
dence  as  to  ship-building.  They  will  find 
it  stated,  under  that  head,  that  the  timber 
duties  are  acting  must  iniuriously  to  the 
interests  of  our  ship-builders,  and  that 
even  the  trade  of  the  country  in  shin- 
building  is  leaving  us  on  account  of  the 
existence  of  these  duties.  Therefore,  I 
say,  that  although  under  my  proposition, 
so  much  may  not  be  got  for  the  revenue, 
yet  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  colonial 
timber  to  a  nominal  amount,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  foreign  timber 
from  .55i.  to  30«.,  is  one  of  the  best 
measures  for  the  consumer,  the  ship- 
builder, and  the  country  generally,  that 
it  would  almost  be  pdaaible  for  me  to 
propose.  But,  Sir,  it  ia  said  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  that  I  take  a  gloomy 
Tiew  of  the  state  of  our  finanees,  and  that 
I  hold  to  the  oninion  that  there  is  no  mode 
of  redeeming  lost  ground  but  by  the  impo- 
sition of  an  Income-tax.  Now«  I  My  no 
such  thing.  I  have  all  along  said  that  I 
believed  the  energies  of  the  country  are 
not  exhausted,  and  that  their  only  require 
time  to  rerire.  I  could,  haa  i  so  pleased, 
have  gone  back  to  articles  from  whidi  the 
taxes  have  been  removed,  or  have  impooed 
additional  taxes  on  what  is  already  taxed. 
But  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  CO 
add  to  the  extra  6  per  cent,  impoeed  laal 
year  upon  articles  oi  customs  and  exdae. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppoalte  dwelt 
at  some  length  upon  the  question  of  re* 
venue  to  be  derived  from  a  duty  on  com. 
He  also  adopted  a  very  triumphant  tone  in 
referring  to  the  amount  received  from 
sugar.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  the 
right  hon.  Gtttleman  can  be  permitted  to 
WLe  credit  to  himself  for  the  additional 
amount  derived  iiom  sugar.  That  addi. 
tional  duty  waa  receivra  from  aouroea 
which  were  quite  unexpected,  and  which 
oeruinly  do  not  bear  out  the  poaition  that 
any  credit  attnchea  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlenmn  thvefirom.    Sir,  1  will  take  the 
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rerenue  of  last  year,  and  strike  off  the 
sums  received  upon  corn  and  sugar.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  levied  an  additional 
duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  articles  of  customs 
and  excise.  Now»  deducting  the  amounts 
received  on  corn  and  sugar,  I  find  that 
the  revenue  from  these  sources  in  1840 
was  17,532.000/.  In  1842,  after  the  im-l 
position  of  the  additional  duty  of  5  per 
cent.,  the  revenue  was  17,906,000;  but 
the  sum  ought  to  have  been  18,409,000, 
if  the  right  lion.  Gentleman's  expectations 
of  the  proceeds  from  his  additional  5  per 
cent,  had  been  satisfactorily  realised.  From 
this  I  infer,  that  with  respect  to  customs  and 
excise  duties,  we  have  almost  arrived  at 
the  limits  of  taxation,  and  that  it  would 
not  be  wise  to  lay  on  any  further  duties. 
Well,  then,  Sir,  ii  I  go  back  to  other  arti- 
cles on  which  duty  is  or  was  received,  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  I  might  have  ol>« 
tained  the  consent  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mons  to  an  additional  duty,  or  to  the  re. 
imposition  of  a  duty  not  now  existing. 
But  I  think,  that  it  is  more  just  at  once 
to  resort  to  a  Property-tax  than  to  seek  to 
reimpose  such  burdens.  1  take  the  case 
of  salt  and  leather.  Now,  I  have  no  doubt 
a  large  revenue  might  be  derived  from 
either  of  these  sources,  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  also,  thai  a  large  revenue  might 
have  been  derived  from  a  duty  upon  beer. 
But  I  do  say,  that  I  consider  it  more  just 
and  more  politic  to  meet  the  difficulty  at 
once  by  proposing  a  tax  upon  incomes, 
than  by  reviving  indirect  tuxes,  which  en* 
tail  a  heavy  expense  in  collecting,  and 
which  cannot  be  imposed  without  greatly 
disturbing  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
the  country.  The  si-hemo  I  |nro|K)se  is 
certainly  liable  to  neither  of  these  objcc- 
tions.  I  solve  the  dilliculty  by  the  In- 
come-tax at  the  same  time  that  I  relieve 
the  consumer  by  reducing  the  taxation 
upon  articles  of  general  consumption. 
Now,  the  chief  objections  to  my  scheme 
have  lieen  enumerated  liy  the  hon.  (ten- 
tlenian  <ippposite,  the  Member  for  Lis* 
keurd.  'ihe  first  objection  of  that  hon. 
Cientleman  was  a  curious  om*.  Ho  ob- 
jectt-d  to  the  tax  because  the  |)eoplc  would 
be  enabled  to  see  what  was  taken  nut  (»f 
their  pockets.  Now,  this  is  exactly  mk 
An  Income-tax  is  very  sensibly  felt  in  its 
operation.  Taxes  on  articles  do  not  come 
home  so  directly—  a  tax  on  salt  or  lieer, 
for  instance,  would  by  no  ineaiiH  lie  felt  w 
Mnsiblv.  Hut  then  I  am  cerLiinlv  Mir- 
priitetl  to  hear  this  sort  of  argument  urged 
on  the  other  side,  where  it   has  always 
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hitherto,  I  beliera,  I        1  U,  Afll  Us 
people  ouffht  to  know  ly  wkiii  Iktf 

were  callea  upon  to  pay.  lot  thii^y  Si^ 
it  is  said,  that  public  credit  is  ihalBtB  hf 
my  proposition.  Now,  oertainlj  I  Mt  M 
such  effect.  I  look  at  the  etate  of  ifct 
public  funds,  and  I  find  that  eiaee  mm 
proposal  was  made,  DOthinff  hm  aft  al 
occurred  presenting^  any  indicatiOB  tkaft 
the  public  credit  of  tlie  country  • 
Then  the  next  objection  ia»  that  a 
upon  incomes  has  a  great  tcodMcy  lo 
people  from  England.  Why, ' 
present  system  of  taxation  a 
drive  people  out  of  the  country  qaila 
great  as  the  Income-tax?  What  la  ^' 
at  present  to  prevent  the  great 
proprietors  of  this  country  froia 
abroad  and  from  thereby 
effects  of  both  direct  and  ~ 
But  what  1  propose  is,  that  ihoea 
should  be  subjected  to  a  direct 
to  the  revenue,  and  from  that 
I  apprehend  they  cannot  poeaihly 
At  least,  then,  my  scheme  has  thia 
age,  that  I  call  on  him  who  chooeei 
for  his  amusement  or  pleasure  to 
abroad  and  evade  taxation  no 
tion  ai  home,  to  contribute  his  fair 
portion  towards  the  revenue  of  this 
try.  But  I  do  even  more,  I  eflcr  i 
ducement  for  the  absentees  to 
I  propose  by  the  amended  tariff  to 
the  cost  of  living  in  this  oouatiy, 
has  hitherto,  with  a  certaio  daaa  at 
been  the  reason  for  residence  abroad. 
pect,  that  the  result  of  the  new  tariff 
be  to  reduce  the  cost  of  articles  of  eooH 
tion  in  this  country,  and  let  nw  ask, 
not  this  have  a  tendency  to  indueo 
sen  tees  to  return  ?  I  say  it  will.  If  kf 
removing  prohibitory  duties,  and  vtimdag 
the  scale  of  duties  generally,  I  redoeo  iko 
cost  of  living,  1  contend,  that  iasleod  if 
driving  capital  out  oi  the  ooantiy,  tto 
general  tendency  of  my  messare  will  fea 
to  induce  absentees  to  return,  and  i 
their  remaining  when  once  they 
back.  The  hon.  Gentlenian,  the  M 
for  Bath,  and  also  the  hon. 
the  Member  for  Liskeard,  have 
themselves  to  what  they  style  tba  ^ 
injustice  of  this  tax.  They  ay  th^ 
content,  that  tax  should  Be  im^ 
property,  but  they  object  to  its  im^ 
on  incomes — that  is  to  eay,  to  ita 
derived  from  parties  whose  reoripls  aria 
fnmi  professions  or  trades.  [Mr.  ntaimtkt 
I  objecte^l  to  the  rate  heiag  the  mmm  Ott 
the  two  species  uf  iocoow.]     That 
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jcctioD  ctnnot,  I  an  afraid,  be  removed.  <  from  which  it  ia  derired.    But,  Sir,  it  tp- 


The  hnn.  Gentleraaa  did  not  object  to  tlx-    pean  to  me  that  if  the  exemptiona  which 

iDquiiitinn,  aod  he  made  no  ohjectiona  t<i    nave   been   lugipMtted  were  to   be  carried 

'     >  ott'cct,  thii  tax  would  be  alt/^^ier 


ioquiiitinn,  and  )ie   made  no  otyecti 

the  diKtosure  of  the  amount  of  an  income.  ' 
The    hi 


itleman  wa*  lioijular  in  |  inefficient.  1  think  a  tax  in  nnarmd  liiil 
that  opinion,  fi>r  every  one  elie  who  iip<ik(-  |  better  not  he  imposed  at  all.  And  let  me 
OD  tbeaame  tide  with  the  hon.  Gontletnih  ,  ask  the  Huuae  what  tax  ever  wai  inpoKd 
have  contended  (hat,  with  regard  to  m-  that  wait  not  objected  to,  on  account  of  iu 
conei  derived  fmm  trade  or  profe«*ioai.  !  inequality^  What  wa«  the'beer-tax — the 
the  tax  i*  moat  objectionable,  and  that  not.  houitc-tax — the  window-tax— what  wer« 
be  it  remembered,  so  much  on  account  ot  the  auenMl  taxes,  when  first  impoaed? 
the  amount  of  the  tax  itself,  as  on  account  Are  all  these  taxes  just  i 
of  the  inquisition  it  establishes.  The  ob-  e^es?  Must  not  all  taxes- 
jectioD,  therefore,  of  the  hon.  and  learned  direct— bear  unequally  upon  those  who 
<ieotlenisn,  the  Member  for  Bath, is  not  pay  them?  Take  the  case  of  the  prafet* 
that  which  has  been  ur|[ed  by  the  great  aional  man.  I  thtnlc  the  profeaauMwl  mto 
bodyofthoaewhobaveaddreasedtheHouse  might  urge  good  arsumenta  against  the 
upon  the  subject  Now,  Sir,  when  I  justice  of  the  iis<caaed  taxes.  I  show  you 
really  took  at  the  object  of  thii  tax,  I  i  that  the  owner  of  what  you  call  permanent 
cuinot  admit  the  force  of  that  objection  |  capital  has  the  greateat  fadtities  for  evad. 
against  it.  And  I  cannot  bring  myself ,  ing  the  tax.  He  can  remove  to  the  con- 
to  think  that  it  would  be  hir  or  just  to  ttneni,  aod  draw  his  income  as  he  requiret 
impoae  the  whole,  or,  at  all  ereota,  the  it ;  l>ut  the  profesiional  man — the  lawyer 
. .: r  .L!.  .-_  ; I  fg^  inrtaace,  nr  the  medical  man — ia  com- 
pelled to  remain  in  this  country,  and  to 
submit  to  the  indirect  taxation  which  pra- 
rails.  All  indirect  taxation  baa  a  natural 
tendency  to  produce  injustice,  and  I  have 
ever  thought  that  the  chief  argument  relied 
on  in  oppoMiioa  to  the  taxaboo  of  articles 
of  consumption  wis,  that  if  beer,  or  any 
other  such  articlet  wen  expand  to  it,  the 
tux  always  operated  unjuatly.  You  say 
that  income  derived  from  &zed  propertj 
ought  to  be  made  subject  to  th«  tax  I 
jiropoae,   but    that    income,   dnwn   from 

^.„^  — „—  r , J, r professional  exertion  and  the  operatiooa  of 

opinion*  were  ineoiuiiitDt  with   hii  former  |  trade,  ought  not  to  ba  taxed,  partly  owing 
opioioDi,  BDd  he  woold  admit  (bat  it  miifii    to  the  inquiattorial  nature  oi  the  tax  it- 
iccm  to   miDj  that  he  wm  ineoitiiiienl.     Hut  '      "         *  ■      ' 

tlia  country  wu  now  in  a  tiiuatioo  very  dif- 
fsrent   from  that  in   which    it   wu  fonnerly 
placed,  and  be  would  lay  to  ibe  landowner, 
that  if  •  propet1;'-ui  of  10  per  ceot.  were 

iospoiMl,  he  would  be  the  niner,  ttecantc  he  <    ,  .  -  , ,  •  ■> 

Ibooghl  thai  the  landowner,  in  contequeuce  of  ,  '"■*  terminable   annuitants  ought   not  to 
the  existing  dittresi  and  the  Urge  )ums  which  i  pay  the  nune  rale  as  landed  proprietors  ( 
.jnnoa  «n.  Ik.  naini.n......    jmt  would  you  saT  that  a  widow,  who  haa 

1  jointure — afixeasum  per  annum— which 
terminates  with  bcr  lu^— would  yon  aay 
that  she  should  pay  the  same  amount? 
Again,  with  r^ard  to  life  interests  in 
estatea,  ia  there  to  be  no  difference  be- 
tween an  estate  in  fee-simple  aod  a  life 


greater  portion  of  this  lax  upoi 
derived  from  land  alone.  And,  Sir,  I  am 
not,  singular  in  entertaining  that  opinion. 
Lord  Althorp  also  held  the  tame  opinion, 
and  expressed  it  in  the  following  terms  : — 
"  Much  bsd  been  said  about  a  propcriy-iax, 
and  he  believed  that  on  that  poiol  he  differed 
coniiderably  from  his  friends  about  him.  Siill 
ha  hid  no  hesilation  in  saying,  that  to  grant 
relief  to  the  productive  population  by  a  radnc- 
lion  of  taxes,  and  to  impOM  ■  property-tax  to 
meet  the  deficicocy  ihui  occasioned,  would  be 
■  very  good  measuta.  Thai  was  his  owd  indi- 
vidnat  opinion.  The  ^laot  General  (General 
Uascoyne)  might  perhaps  tay,  ihai  hi*  preseni 


Bcir,  and  [lartly  from  the  nature  of  such 
property.  But  ia  it  meant  that  the  officer 
QD  hair-pay  should  contribute  to  the  tax, 
ind  that  tbe  physician  of  9,00(M.  oc 
10,000/.   a-year  ahould   not?      You   say 


he  was  obliged  to  advance  for  the  maintenann 
of  the  poor,  lost  coniideTsbty  more  ihsn  10 
pet  cent,  on  hi*  rents." 

Such,  then,  was  the  opioiim  of  Lord 
Althorp  upon  the  subject  of  a  property- 
tax.  But  now.  Sir,  what  again  is  the  ob- 
ject of  this  tax  which  I  propose?     It  is 

dmply  to  call  upon  all  pcrmis  of  a  certain  |  interest  in  a  landed  esut«  /  ir  1  have  a 
incoiiie  to  make,  for  a  limited  period,  out  life  interest  in  an  estate  that  haa  to  paaa 
of  that  income,  a  cootributtoo  for  the  pub-  '  to  a  distant  relative  who  feela  no  particular 
lie  good.  It  is  cootentied  that  it  is  unjust  interest  In  me,  is  it  to  be  calculated  what 
to  tax  all  inoKnes  at  the  same  rate,  and  my  iotet«tt  in  auch  estate  may  be  ?  If  I 
that  there  ou^t  to  be  a  diatinctiou  made  I  .nmpare  my  positioD  with  that  of  a  man 
between  the  kud  nf  income  and  (ha  aouice  I  bohung  hia  pttmeitr  in  fae-idiaple,  ud 
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who  can  charge  it  as  he  pleases,  surely 
there  is  a  Fa»t  difierence  io  the  compara- 
tive value  of  our  interests,  and  I  say  again, 
that,  looking  to  the  Income-tax  as  a  mea- 
sure that  would  have  to  be  resorted  to  in 
time  of  war,  and  looking  at  the  necessity  of 
imposing  perhaps  a  10  per  cent,  tax  rather 
than  resorting  to  a  system  of  borrowing 
and  funding,  it  would  be  much  better  to 
abandon  it  ^together,  rather  than  make  a 
large  number  of  exemptions.  Or  suppose  I 
am  endeavouring  to  make  a  provision  for 
my  wife  and  children  out  of  my  life  inte- 
rest, do  you  say  that  1  am  to  be  equally 
taxed  in  that  case  ?  Then  what  will  you 
do  with  the  clergy.^  If  your  principle  is  to 
be  adopted,  the  clergy  must  all  be  exempt 
from  taxation.  It  is  quite  clear  that  they 
must.  How  is  a  clergyman  diiTerently 
situated  from  an  annuitant  for  a  term  of 
years?  He  has  a  certain  income,  which 
ne  holds  for  his  life  with  certain  onerous 
duties  to  perform.  The  property  is  an 
enduring  one,  but  his  interest  in  it  is  only  a 
life  interest.  Take  the  case  of  two  brti- 
thers.  Suppose  one  brother  invests  5,000/. 
in  the  funds,  and  receives  his  3}  per  cent., 
and  that  the  other  purchases  a  living, 
making  a  higher  interest  for  bis  money, 
am  I  to  make  a  reduction  in  this  case  ? 
[A  loice,  "Yes."]  The  hon.  MemU-r 
saySp  yes ;  then  I  »ay  if  i  am  to  make  that 
calculation  in  every  case,  I  had  much 
better  abandon  the  system  altogether. 
For  to  do  so  would  be  virtually  abandon- 
ing the  principle  of  making  every  man 
contribute  in  accordance  with  his  means. 
Suppose  I  buy  an  annuity  from  an  insu- 
rance-office, or  suppose  the  case  of  a 
single  man,  who,  wishing  to  enjoy  a  lar^^e 
income,  sinks  the  whole  of  his  money  in 
the  purchase  of  an  annuity,  am  1  to  deal 
with  him  in  the  manner  suggested  by 
the  lion,  and  learned  Gentleman  ?  [.Mr. 
Roebuck  assented.]  Weil,  then,  I  must 
say,  that,  after  these  admissions  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member,  which  I  have 
been  anxious  to  draw  from  him,  and  as  t<i 
which  1  knew  he  was  far  too  logical  a 
reasoner  not  to  acknowledge  the  connec- 
tion of  each  of  these  cases  with  the  other 
— if  \ou  are  to  proceed  upon  the  principle 
he  lays  down,  then  I  say  that  the  inqiii- 
sition  under  his  plan  will  be  ten  tiiiiei 
worse  than  that  I  propose  under  the  pro- 
sent  system,  i  do  hope  that  1  have  nuw 
stated  all  the  grounds  on  which  I  am  (^f 
opinion  that,  if  you  establish  this  tax,  you 
ought  not  to  make  any  exemptions.  Upon 


these  grounds  1  h«re  propond  Ak  ^ 
I  never  said  I  should  nake  no  nodi 
tion  in  the  details ;  oa  the  cootnrj,  I 
stated  the  modifications  with  wapact  !• 
the  mode  of  collection  which  1  «m  villinf 
to  adopt;  but  1  do  again  dcelars,  ihK 
with  respect  to  the  main  principh 
namely  the  levying  of  Id.  per  posnd  oa 
incomes  above  150/.,  I  must  argo  it  ■!■■ 
the  adoption  of  the  House,  feftriog  aft- 
ceedingly  the  consequences  of  abo 
and  exemptions  of  the  nature  that 
been  stated  by  hon.  Geutlenen  o[ 
Then,  Sir,  I  am  told  another  gieat 
tion  to  this  tax  is,  that  it  ei 
perjury  and  fraud;  but  1  shonld  lilu 
know  what  is  the  tendency  of  iadi 
taiation.  I  should  like  to  know 
MS  the  tendency  of  excise  datict.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  it  ibo 
dency  of  all  the  excise  regulations  i 
distilleries.  Taxation,  I  take  itp  ia 
vitable.  Taxes  we  must  have.  Sir^  I 
lierfectly  agree  with  the  hon.  and 
Member  for  Bath,  that  nothing 
more  frivolous  or  absurd  than  the  eili 
sensitiveness  as  to  what  a  man'a  ii 
may  bo.  1  believe  that  a  very  good 
mate  is  usually  formed  of  the  stata 
men*s  circumstances  by  those  who 
about  inquiring  into  other  men's  ptopettjg 
and  the  state  of  their  credit.  Then  ia  a 
keen  and  quick  instinct  io  sach 
which  enables  them  to  aeceftaiaa 
much  difficulty,  what  their  aeighbowap  m 
those  with  whom  they  may  happea  to  ktva 
dealings,  are  worth,  and  as  to  the  teffmaaf 
the  inquisition,  which  I  propose,  inio aaB*a 
private  atfsirs,  it  is  mere  foUy,  if  nea 
only  act  honestly,  and  make  toad 
returns.  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  thai 
tremendous  consequences  apprebaadad  tay 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  will 
the  disclosure  which  will  be 
to  be  made,  and  I  cannot  suppoea  thai 
any  one  will  subject  himself  Io  ii 
vcnieiice  or  embarraumenl  by 
^niity  of  a  fraud  of  this  kiad  for 
sake  of  3/.  or  4/.  For  my  own  pait^  1 
entertain  a  higher  opinion  of  the  ialifrito 
and  fair  dealing  of  the  people  of  iWl 
country,  than  to  suppose  that  an  adtas* 
tiii;e  of  such  an  amount  as  2/.  18s.  ia  titt 
loo/,  could  operate  as  a  temptatioa  aa 
IHTjiiry  or  fraud  ;  but,  at  all  eveaU»  aa  I 
Siii(J  lie  fort:,  whatever  may  be  the 
veiiience  attending  ilirecl  Usalion, 
upon  It  thill  It  is  belter  th^n  reaortUHi  Id 
that  descriptioa  of  indirect  laialiaa  ^mUk 
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leads  to  tmuggling:,  and  aflTords  eqoal,  if '  onnecessary  to  look  at  the  demand  for 
not  ^eater,  temptation,  for  fraud  and  {  cattle  in  France  or  any  other  country,  but 
perjury.  Sir,  1  tay,  as  I  bare  already  .  if  we  merely  ad?ert  to  the  number  of  cattle 
stated,  that  1  do  not  propose  an  Income-  told  in  Smitbfield  alone  during  the  last 
tax  for  the  mere  and  sinf;le  purpose  of  year,  and  if  we  found  that  as  many  as 
makini;  g^ood  the  deficiency,  but  that  l|  167,000  oien  were  sold  in  Smithfield  in 
propose  ii  concurrently  with  meetiug  the  |  a  single  year,  f  think  the  impossibility  of 
deficit  in  the  rerenuc,  to  enable  me  to  brin^in<r  foreigpi  cattle  into  coo^tition 
make  extensive  alterations  in  our  tariff,  j  with  the  superior  animals  of  this  country. 
There  has  been  a  disposition  on  the  part .  must  be  admitted  ;  and,  with  such  a  fact 
of  bon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  undervalue  '  before  them,  I  roust  say  that  I  consider 
the  changes  1  propose  making  in  our ,  the  apprehensions  of  my  hon.  Friends 
tariff;  but  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  '  altogether  groundless.  Now,  with  re- 
hon.  Member  for  Bolton— and  no  one  it  spect  to  salt  meat,  will  not  the  admia- 
better  informed  on  the  subject  than  that  I  siou  of  salt  meat  afford  great  facilities 
lion.  Gentleman — does  not  join  with  those  I  to  commerce,  at  least,  as  regards  the 
who  have  evinced  such  a  disposition ; '  fitting  out  of  ships.  Great  frauds 
for  he  says,  candidly  and  fairly,  that  the  I  have  been  practised  with  respect  to  the 
alterations  in  the  duties  which  I  propose,  I  provisioning  of  ships.    The  uniform  prac* 


are  not  only  extensive,  but  important. 
He  undoubtedly  says  I  have  omitted  corn 
and  sugar;  but,  in  every  other  respect. 


tice  was  to  take  the  salted  foreign  meat 
out  of  bond,  giving  a  sort  of  guarantee 
that  it  should  be  landed  in  a  foreign  port, 


he  admits  that  the  changes  I  propose  are  I  but  it,  nevertheless,  is  applied  to  provision- 


calculated  to  encourage  the  industry,  the 
trade,  and  commerce  of  the  country  ;  and 
on  these  grounds  bears  his  testimony  to 
the  value  of  these  changes.  Now,  what 
are  the  changes  which  1  propose,  and 
what  is  the  exact  position  in  which  1 
stand?  I  am  met  by  conflicting  state- 
ments from  all  sides ;  and  the  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  the  Member  for  Sheffield  says, 
that,  though  I  remove  prohibitions  with 
respect  to  the  import  of  cattle,  that  such  a 
change  will  be  of  no  advantage,  because 
cattle  cannot  be  bought  on  the  Continent. 


ing  the  ship.  The  danger  of  a  serious  in- 
terference with  fresh  meat  is  very  alMurd. 
I  do  not  over*rate  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived in  the  cheapening  of  profisions ;  but 
I  do  think  those  persons  in  Scotland  and 
Ireland  who  entertain  apprehensions  on 
this  subject,  greatly  oremte  the  evil  con- 
sequences that  may  result  from  permitting 
foreign  meat  to  be  biought  into  the  Lon- 
don market.  I  propose  to  remove  etery 
prohibition,  then,  on  articles  of  provision. 
Look,  again,  at  what  I  propose  on  the  ar- 
ticle of  foreign  wood.    I  have  reduced  to 


But  it  is,  I  think  it  will  be  acknowledged, !  almost  nominal  amounts  the  duties  on 
impossible  for  me  to  proceed  on  such  a  !  foreign  woods.  I  beliefe,  that  the  conse- 
supposition.  Well,  but  whst  is  it  I  do?  quence  will  be,  that  new  establishmeota 
Why,  1  permit  both  salt  and  fresh  meat !  will  grow  up  in  this  country  for  themanu- 
to  come  in  ;  but  what  the  hon.  and  learned  ',  facture  of  articles  of  furniture.  We  Uboor 
Gentleman  says  is,  that  even  though  1  do  at  present  under  very  great  disadfantages, 
so,  it  will  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  con-  in  competing  with  foreigners  in  this  re- 
sumer  in  this  country,  because  no  foreign  spect.  It  will,  therefore,  be  a  very  great 
cattle  can  be  obtained,  and  that  the  calves  advantage  to  have  the  duty  on  foreign 
are  not  yet  born.  Sir,  I  hope  that  hon.  woods  so  naaterially  reduced.  I  reduce 
Friends  of  mine  on  this  side  of  the  House,  the  duty  on  erery  article  of  foreign  wood, 
who  have  expressed  some  alarm  on  this  with  one  exception ;  and  I  trust,  that  by 
part  of  the  subject,  have  attended  to  the  a  treaty  with  Braxil,  I  shall  be  enabled  to 
statement  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen-  reduce  the  duty  on  that  article  also— I 
tleman  as  to  the  demand  for  cattle  on  the  mean  the  article  of  rosewood.  But  then  I 
Continent  absorbing  the  supply.  From  am  told,  you  should  not  proceed  on  this 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  show*  principle  —  you  should  proceed  on  the 
ing,  it  is  clear  that  these  apprehensions  principle  of  remitting  the  duty  upon  arti- 
are  ground leM,  and  it  must,  1  think,  be  cles  of  foreign  production  in  every  case, 
admitted,  that,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  entirely  regardless  of  what  a  foreign  coun- 
1  can  do  nu  more  than  1  have  done — that  try  may  do.  I  am  not  altogether  prepared 
is,  to  increase  the  facilities  for  the  impor-  to  say,  that  it  may  not  be  good  policy  to 
UtioQ  of  foreign  cattle.    It  is.  Sir,  1  think   buy  at  the  cheaptat  market,  without  refer* 
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enc6  to  the  conductor  other  nations.  Bot,  prohibitory  do  ft  _ 

at  the  lame  time,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  vantage  to  the  irer^  fsr  it 

it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  ui  if  we  '  enable  him  to  know  ...^tly  ftftd 

could  get,  when  we  make  a  reduction  in  what  he  has  to  compete  with.  Takt, 

our  own  dutiei,  a  corresponding  advantage  the  article  of  gloves;  it  iaqoiU  ' 

in  return.    We  have  every  right  to  ask  for  to  prevent  the  foreign  import  of 

it.     For  instance,  it  would  \^  a  great  ad*  article,  becanse  tbe'smanhr,  whih  lit 

vantage  to  this  country   to   receive  the  prohibitory  duty  eiisti,  will  Bud  the  ami 

brandy  of   France  at  a  much  cheaper  of  evading  the  law.  1  also  repeal  tkftJiM 

IMi 


rate.     I  think  its  consumption  would  be    on  manufactured  leather, 
very  great.     I  believe  France  would  dc-    boots.     In  short,  look  throagh  itm 
rive  great  advantages  from  a  remission  of  of  this  tariff,  and  I  veotore  to  My  il 
the  duty  ;  but  it  is  quite  clear,  that  France    if  the  House  sanctions  il,  tend  _ 
would  derive  as  great  advantage  by  per*  |  reduce  the  cost  of  consamptioo.    As 
mitting  the  introduction,  at  a  moderate   Friend  of  mine  has,  within 
duty,  of  the  manufactures  of  Sheffield,  and  ,  informed  me  that  the  nnkNi,of 
I  hope  the  people  of  France  will  feel  that  i  one  of  the  gaardians,  have  enteied 
to  buy  cheap  goods  at  Sheffield,  would  it- ;  contract  for  the  supply  of  the 
self  be  of  great  advantage ;  but  to  act  con- 1  20  per  cent  cheaper  this  year* 
jointly  with  reciprocal  advantages  would  .  contract  of  last  year,  in  eonaeqi 
be  better  still.    Then,  with  respect  to  the  ,  the  reduction  of  prices  antieipeted 
remission  of  the  duty  on  timber,  I  do  not '  the  new   tariff.     On  the  other 
mean  to  say,  that  abstractedly,  it  would    seems  that  those  who  have  hitherto 
not  be  a  good  thing  to  buy  cheap  timber   duced  those  articles  in  this  coutnf 
in  the  Baltic,  but  I  am  sure  there  will  be    '  ^  '       '       '        '        "^  '  * 

a  greater  demand  for  our  goods  in  Norway 


be  injured  by  the  alteration ;  bat  if  fm 


make  a  great  reduction,  not,  I  wonM  nHTB 
and  Sweden ;  and  I  do  hope,  that  those  '.  in  the  amount  of  the  poor-ratei,  hai  in 


countries  which  are  concerned  in  the  Prus-    the  cost  of  living,  on  acconnt  of 

sian  League  will  be  convinced  of  the  be-  j  the  poor-rates  have  been  kept  bight 

nefit  of  the  mutual  interchange  of  com«   parties  will  derive  considerabh  naal 

modities,  and  that  Sardinia,  Brazil,  For-  =  from  that   reduction.      I   may 

tugal,  and  Spain,  will  see  the  advantage  '  here,  that  there  has  been  e  tawdaacy  ef 

of  a  great  reduction  of  duties.    That  a   late  years  to  increase  the  poor 

reduction  of  duty  should  take  place  in  '  account  of  the  high  prices  of 

foreign  countries,  cannot  be  denied  ;  that '  With  respect  to  the  colonial 

to  give  every  access  to  the  manufactures  '  hon.  Gentleman  taunted  me  with  the 

of  this  country  would  be  a  great  advantage    terniiuation  to  urge  all  th 

to  them,  I  am  ready  to  prove,  and  there-  |  without  alteration  merely  becauae  I 

fore  I  object  to  precipitate  reductions  of  a  majority.    But  liecause  1  am  in 

duty  here,  without  attempting  to  obtain  '  sion  of  a  majority,  I  am  inclined  to 

an  equivalent  corresponding  reduction  of   to  any  reasonable  propositiona  of  m 

duty  on  our  own  articles.    That  is  the    mcut.    In  propounding  an  eitcnaive 

ground    upon   which   f   proceed.     Lnok,    mercial  tariff  of    this    kind, 

a^ain,   at   the  reduction  of  the  duty  tm    1.000  articles,  I  do  not  deny  that 

oils,  on  drugs,  on  resin,  on  all  those  arti-    improvements  may  be  soggetted;  tad  if 

cles  which  constitute  the  raw  material  of  on  reviewing  the  proposals  I  have 

manufactures.     Who  will  be  injured  by    I  shall  be  convinced  that  1  have  ~ 

that  reduction  ?     Look,  again,  at  the  re-  -  under  an  error,  no  sense  of  slil 

duction  in  skins  and  furs.     I  remit  the    deter  me  from  at  once  consenting  to  ■•• 

duty.     What  is  the  effect  of  maintaining    dify  the   proposition.     This,  however,  I 

it  so  high  as  at  present?     It  sounds  like    must  say,  I  have  paid  great  ntteotioa 

a  prohibitory  duty ;  but  it  does  not  act    what  has  been  said  during  these 

so.     What  is  the  use  of  maintaining  a  30    and    I  have  not  heard  anything  whiek 


per  cent  prohibition,  when  the  smuggler  convinced  mc  that  what  1  have  praponnd 

will  undertake  to  deliver  the  article  at  an  i«  not  a  vi-ry  great  advantage.     If  the  io» 

increase  on  its  cost  price  of  10;)ercent?  duction  of  duties  on  the  raw  nialarinL 

The   advantage  of  the    high    duly  ^om  and  on   articles   half- manufactured,  Wid 

into  the  pocket  of  the  smuggler.     Tun-  speaking  conerally,  if  the  Ipeat 

sequently,  the  moderate  reduction  of  these  of  the  tariff  be  adopted,  1  have  o 
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confident  ho\ye  that  it  will  teod  to  the 
improvement  of  trade.  [  Vitcoool  Howick : 
You  retain  the  principle  of  differential 
duties.]  If  the  noble  Viscount  will  allow 
me,  I  will  explain  that  in  due  time.  I 
cannot  tay  that  there  ought  to  be  oo  dif- 
ferential duties  between  the  produce  of 
the  colunien  and  foreign  countries.  Naj, 
more,  I  must  say,  that  if  you  look  properly 
at  the  relations  between  vounelves  an<l 
the  colonies,  you  most  consider  your  co- 
lonies entitled  to  be  put  on  a  different 
footing  from  foreign  countries,  and  that  it 
is  only  perfectly  fair  to  give  to  articles  of 
colonial  production  a  preference  in  your 
narketi  over  articles  the  produce  of  fo- 
reign countries.  1  am  disposed  to  think 
even  that  yon  ought  to  carry  the  princi- 
ple of  assimilation,  if  you  can,  so  far  as  to 
consider  the  colonies  sn  integral  part  of 
the  empire  for  all  commercial  purposes.  I 
think  the  application  of  a  discriminating 
duty  on  colonial  articles  as  compared  with 
foreign  to  be  founded  on  sound  principles. 
The  arguments  which  have  seemed  to 
make  a  great  impreuion  against  this  doc- 
trine have  not  convinced  nie.  This.  1 
say,  that  where  a  colonial  and  foreign 
article  enters  into  competilioQ  when  the 
article  is  not  produced  in  this  country, 
there  the  diflTerential  duty  tells  in  favour 
of  the  consumer.  Suppose  there  are  only 
two  producers,  the  foreigner  and  the 
colony,  and  that  the  article  is  not  at  pre- 
sent one  of  cobnial  produce,  such  as  that 
on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
been  so  facetious.  Earn  de  Cologne.  There 
the  difi*erential  duty  may  introduce  fraud 
—that  is  a  fair  subject  for  consideration — 
but  in  respect  to  the  preference  of  the 
colonial  to  the  foreign  article,  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  differential  duty  will  tell 
io  favour  of  the  consumer  here.  Tliat  is 
a  principle  upon  we  have  been  long  act- 
ing. That  was  the  principle  on  which  we 
have  been  long  acting.  That  was  the 
principle  on  which  you  admitted  rough 
rice  from  the  west  coast  of  Africa  on 
more  favourable  terms  than  from  Ame- 
rica, and  brought  us  ioto  difficulty.  The 
equalisation  of  the  previously  discriminat- 
ing  duties  on  East  snd  West-India  rum 
and  sugar,  proceeded  oo  this  principle; 
the  differential  duty  on  timber,  on  com, 
oc  sugar,  proceeded  on  this  principle,  aod 
I  will  undertake  to  show  you  that,  so  far 
from  this  being  a  new  principle,  there  are 
at  this  oKNiieDl,  siity  or  seventy  articles 
aod  more,  oo  which  ibis  principit  ia  oetcd 


upon.  In  reference  to  those  articles  whfch 
are  bondjide  the  produce  of  our  colonies, 
I  will  admit  that  a  differential  duty  ought 
to  be  maintained, considering  ihe  disadvan- 
tages under  which  our  colonies  labour,  as 
to  the  introduction  of  our  manufactures— 
but,  as  to  the  application  of  a  differential 
duty  in  every  case  to  the  colonies,  1  shall 
reserve  to  myself  the  full  opportunity  of 
considering  the  question,  and  if  I  shall 
think  the  reasons  assigned  for  an  altera- 
tion of  the  tariflf  in  this  respect  valid,  I 
shall  have  no  difficulty  in  making  that 
alteration.  With  respect  to  the  duty  on 
tobacco,  the  produce  of  the  East  Indies,  I 
should  wish  also  to  reserve  to  myself  a  full 
opportunity  of  considering  the  objections 
that  have  been  urged  to  my  proposition, 
and  I  shall  not  have  the  slightest  difficulty, 
if  1  see  reason  to  make  any  alteration. 
Sir,  1  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  other 
point  on  which  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
make  any  observations.  I  am  quite  con- 
scious of  the  difficulty  of  the  task  which  I 
and  those  with  whom  I  act  have  under- 
taken ;  there  are  many  of  these,  and  not 
merely  in  reference  to  the  tariff*.  It  is 
impossible  to  deny  that  on  our  acceuion 
to  office,  we  found  many  difficulties  before 
us.  We  found  war  in  the  nonh-west  of 
India — we  found  the  Chinese  excited  to 
hostilities  against  this  country«-we  foood 
— I  deeply  regret  to  say  it — a  spirit,  I 
will  not  call  it  hostility  but  of  ^ealotisy 
existing  between  France  and  this  coon« 
try, — a  spirit  which  has  arisen  of  late 
years,  and  which  b  deeply  to  be  de- 
precated. It  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  the  good-will  which  had  previously 
for  some  years  existed  between  this  cooo- 
try  and  France  should  be  revived — a  good 
understanding— an  amicable  relation  be- 
tween this  country  and  France,  and  the 
increased  commercial  intercourse  between 
them,  is  obviously  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance, but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  felt  that 
no  concessions  inconsistent  with  the  ho- 
nour or  welfare  of  this  country  ought  at 
any  lime  to  be  made,  even  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  so  desirable  an  end.  As  the 
causes  of  disunion  are  now  removed,  as 
the  Five  Powers,  in  respect  to  the  Eastern 
question,  or  acting  in  concert,  with  united 
councils,  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  good 
feeling  which  before  existed  between  us 
and  France  will  be  completely  revived.  I 
think  it  impossible  to  deny  that  we  found 
oor  relations  with  the  United  States  in  an 
onaatisfactory  state,  there  having  beco  for 
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a  long  series  of  years  unsettled  causes  of 
disunion,  which  we  are  doing  our  best  to 
bring    to    a    satisfactory   determination. 
Above  all,  I  think  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  we  found  the  finances  of  this  coun- 
try in  an  unsatisfactory  condition;  and  it 
has  been  our  duty  to  apply  ourselves  to 
the  proposal  of  those  measures  which  wv 
conceived  to  be  the  best  calculated  to  re- 
place (hose  finances  on  a  sound  and  proper 
basis.     It  has  been  made  a  charge  a^^ainsi 
me,  that  I  declared  that  the  measure  for 
the  imposition  of  the  Income-tax  is  nui 
only  proposed  with  the  whole  authority  of 
the  Government,  but  that  it  is  a  measure 
in  which  the  fate  of  the  Government  is 
involved.     On   this  point  I   might  hare 
thought  it  almost   unnecessary  to  have 
made  any  declaration.     Is  it  to  be  sup* 
posed  possible  that  I  could,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  affairs  of  this  country,  pro- 
pose such  a  measure  as  that  which  I  have 
proposed,   without  considering  the    fate 
of  the  Government  involved  in  the  deci- 
sion of  the  House  of  Commons  upon  it  ? 
To  have  made  such  a  declaration  oppears 
to  me  to  be  scarcely  necessary.     I  do  pro- 
pose it — 1  Mpeak  not  of  minor  details,  but 
of  the  measure  itself,  as  the  basis  of  the 
financial  and    commercial   policy  of  the 
country ;  and  as  a  measure  which  1  never 
could  have  consented  to  propose  if  I  did 
not  manifest  my  conviction  of  its  neces- 
sity by  risking  my  fate  as  a  Minister  on  it. 
The  more  I  consider  the  subject,  the  nion* 
deeply  am  I  convinccfl  that  this  measure, 
and  the  measures  which  accompany  it,  are 
necessary  for  the  welfare  of  this  country. 
I  relinquished  office  in   18J.'>,  because  1 
could  not  consistently  acquiesce  in  a  prin- 
ciple which   I   felt  to  bo  not  fjuiidcd  in 
justice.     I  propose  now  a  great  meu>uri', 
and   if  the  House  of  Commons  should 
overrule  my  proposal,  I  shall  retire  with 
perfect  content  and   with  the  cuntciuuf- 
ncss  I  hat   I  have  discharged  the  duty  1 
owe  to  my  country,  by  proposing  a  mea- 
sure which  has  been  charActcrizi-d  by  one 
of  my  opponents  as  a  bold,  as  a  direct,  ai 
an  honest  measure.     If  the»c  be  the  cha- 
racteristics of  it,  it  is  suited  to  the  vxigen- 
cifs  of  the  present  time.     This  is  a  period 
in  which  you  do  require  that  the  measurt'S 
proposed   should    be    bold,    diri'cl,   aud 
honest.    The   measure   may   be  rejected 
now.     The  attempts  which  are  made  to 
dissatisfy  those  interests  whom  1  am  sup- 
posed to  have  afiected — to  unite  them  in 
opposition  to  this  Incomc-taJt,  may  possi- 1 


bly  prevail.  1  doubt  it.  I  doobt 
there  will  not  be  on  the  pari  of  iIm 
try  a  conviction  that  the  tina  it 
when  a  vigorous  exertion  mutt  be 
that  the  time  is  come  when  it  if  for  cho 
terest  of  property  that  property 
bear  the  burden.  My  opimoos  may  ho 
overruled,  and  yet  1  bate  a  confident  ~ 
lief  that  what  occurred  in  1836  my 
again  ;  and  that  after  the  lapse  of  o 
time — after  making  ineffectual  all 
to  repair  the  deficiency  by  other 
by  resorting  to  indirect  taxation,  it 
be  ultimately  acknowledged  that  the 
sure  which  i  now  propoee  it  foandai 
reason  and  justice,  and,  though  oaao 
jected,  ought  to  be  adopted.  Bat 
conviction  is  that  you,  actinr  ia 
nance  with  the  prevailing  feeling  of  the 
country,  will  now  adopt  the  meaaoic, 
that  you  will  thereby  give  a  proof  lo 
countries — not  that  our  resourcea  are 
hausted — but  that  you  will  not  draw 
lusive  distinctions  between  tiroea  of 
and  times  of  peace,  but  construe  the 
according  to  their  neceuitiet;  andp  dien* 
garding  plausible  statements,  joa  villp  ia 
a  great  financial  exigency,  adopt  a  bold*  a 
direct,  and  an  honest  measuroi  vhicht  aa 
far  from  being  misconstrued  by  foreiga 
countries,  will  lie  hailed  by  them  aa  a 
proof  that  the  ancient  vigour  and 
of  this  people  are  yet  alive,  and  thai. 
ever  the  difiicnltics  they  may  be  placed  ia, 
they  are  ready  to  triumph  over  them  hy 
the  power  of  that  vigour  and  that  eoeigy. 
lA)rd  J,  Ruitell  said,  if,  aa  1  hope,  w% 
are  now  coming  to  a  decision  oa  ihii 
question  [Cru-s  of  ''Nof'],  well  if  «m 
are  not  coming  to  a  decision,  though  1 
hope  we  may  come,  1  shall,  hoai 
nil  willingly,  claim   the  attention  of 


committee  for  a  short  time,  promiiiag  la 
confine  myself  to  the  question  of  aa  ia» 
come- tax,  and  reserving  whatever  I  oaay 
have  to  say  with  respect  to  the 
cial  I  an  If,  on  which  the  right  bon.  Bai 
has  found  it  necessary  to  make 
observations,  to  some  future  occasioa 
the  taritr  shall  be  proposed.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  commenced  his  apceeh  hv 
some  remarks  on  what  fell  from  my  hcNl, 
Friend  the  Member  for  Liskeard.  at  la 
the  tunc  in  which  the  right  hon.  Bamnal. 
addressed  the  House.  If  the  right  hoa. 
Baronet's  tone  had  always  been  in  caa* 
sonanre  with  the  speech  he  made  oa  tha 
first  night  when  this  subject  waa  iatio* 
duced  to  the  Hoiisci  or  with  the 
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he  ban  made  thit  nij^ht,  I  do  not  lliink  my 
hon.  Friend  would  bave  felt  it  necettary 
to  comment  on  the  tone  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronel  addressfd  the  llouie; 
but  I  certainly  mutt  confeu,  that  on  nore 
than  one  occasion  the  tone  adopte<l  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  juttified  the  obaer- 
vationt  of  my  hon.  Friend.  I^t  me  recall 
to  the  recollection  of  the  House  what  hat 
occurred.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  cer- 
tainly could  not  complain  of  the  reception 
given  to  hit  plan  when  first  announced, 
and  he  did  not  complain  of  it.  A  few 
days  afterwards  my  right  hon.  Friend  uho 
held  the  post  of  Chancellor  of  the  Kiche- 
()oer,  and  who  hat  a  right  as  much  as 
any  person  in  this  House  to  ask  questions 
with  restiect  to  financial  measures,  ven- 
tared  to  inquire  what  is  the  machinery  by 
which  thia  propoaed  measure  is  to  be 
carried  into  effect.  The  right  hon.  Baro- 
net not  only  refuted  an  answer  but  refused 
11  with  a  sneer.  He  produced  great  party 
cheers  in  the  House  at  a  time  when  there 
could  be  no  ditcuuion.  It  certainly  an- 
noyed and  turpriaed  me  to  find  the  rif^ht 
hon.  Baronet  to  irritated  on  such  a  ques- 
tion ;  and  I  inferred,  that  at  hit  difficultiet 
were  far  lest  than  Mr.  Piit*s,  he  considered 
his  equanimity  might  be  proportionably 
lets.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the 
principlct  of  Mr.  Pitt — and  1  am  not  one 
of  his  admirers— it  mutt  be  admitted  that 
in  timet  of  the  greatett  difficulty  be  did 
preserve  an  equanimity  and  serenity  in  the 
conduct  of  public  affairs  which  was  ad- 
mired in  hit  day,  and  must  be  admired  by 
all  generations  to  come.  On  the  next 
night  of  the  debate  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
vraa  pleated  to  say,  that  he  knew  very  well 
that  we,  on  this  side  of  the  House,  would 
oppose  any  meature  be  brought  forward. 
That  accusation  it  to  puerile  and  trivial 
that  no  answer  need  be  made  to  it ;  bat  it 
shows  the  tone  and  temper  in  which  the 
rifht  hoB.  Baroaet  it  disposed  to  discuu 
thai  propoaitioii.  Having  taid,  that  mock 
m  juttification  of  my  boo.  Friend,  1  will 
BOW  proceed  to  ditcott  the  propotilion 
before  the  comnittce.  Now,  let  it  be 
obtenred,  that  the  right  koo.  Baronet  hat 
tonight  clearly  told  nt  what  the  pcopoti- 
tion  it  to  be.  We  btve  been  told  by 
many  pertont  speaking  in  tnpport  of  the 
meatore,  that  there  were  certain  bardthipt 
and  ineqaalitiet  connected  with  it,  aiid 
tkey  bo|Md  tome  changet  woald  be  made. 
The  koD.  Meoibtf  for  Weatnoraland,  «• 
peaned  a  hope  thai 


would  be  made,  and  that  the  word  of  a 
British  merchant  ought  to  be  taken  with* 
out  an  inquititorial  invettigation.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Berkshire  alto  expressed 
a  desire  for  some  modifications.  Another 
hon.  Gentleman  hat  shown  verv  clearly 
the  ine(|uality  of  this  proposea  tax  in 
certain  respectt ;  for  he  proved,  that  with 
respect  to  an  income  of  21,700/.,  15,000/. 
uf  which  ought  properly  to  be  considered 
as  capital,  this  being  a  terminable  annuity, 
and  only  6,000/.  ought  to  be  conskleied 
as  income,  the  tax  will  fall  not  on  tha 
6,000/.  but  on  the  21,700/.  Other  hon. 
Members  have  brought  under  the  consi- 
deration of  the  committee  different  pointt 
with  respectt  to  life  interetit.  There  it 
an  obvious  difierence  between  a  man 
making  .OOO/.  or  600/.  a -year  by  exertions, 
which  perhapt  he  could  only  continue  for 
three  yeart,  and  a  perton  enjoying  tha 
same  amount  of  income  from  a  landed 
estate  or  from  tlie  funds,  which  be  can 
transmit  to  hb  family.  These  were  in- 
equtlitiet  not  only  pointed  out  by  tbe 
opponents,  but  alto  by  the  Friends  of  tha 
proposition.  The  right  hon.  Baronet't 
answer  is,  that  if  tuch  modificationt  were 
made,  it  would  be  better  to  abandon  tha 
tax  altogether.  For  my  pert,  I  conleta 
his  reasons  on  this  point  areaoand  reasont. 
I  have  stated,  before,  ibat  I  ahould  not 
join  in  any  vote  for  the  purpose  of  forcing 
modificaiiooa  on  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
for  though  I  do  not  expect  that  a  dirad 
opposition  to  this  tax  could  be  toccestfnl, 
yet  if  1  modified  it,  I  tbonld  become  re- 
sponsible to  a  certain  degree  for  it.  I 
sliould  be  taking  it  oat  of  the  bands  of 
tbe  right  bon.  Baronet  and  prodocing 
other  inequalitiet,  which  I  tbouki  be  totally 
unable  to  remedy,  if  1  had  felt  certain, 
that  there  wat  only  one  species  of  in* 
equality,  terminable  annuities,  or  anything 
elae  that  could  be  remedied  by  a  vote  in 
this  House,  I  should  not  have  objected  to 
tbe  meatore  on  acconnt  of  those  loeqotli- 
lies ;  but  as  I  do  feel  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  is  correct  in  his  argument,  that 
^ou  could  not  attempt  to  remedy  ona 
inequality  without  leaving  many  others, 
which  you  will  find  at  varied  and  at  op* 
prettive,  I  thtU  not  be  inclined  to  vote  in 
favourof  any  of  those  modificationt.  Tha 
hon.  Member  for  Bath,  who  hat  tpoken 
so  ably  to-night  suggested,  and  I  have 
teen  it  tuggetted  eltewbere,  that  you 
tbould  take  a  valuation,  at  tbey  do  ia 
life-intaraact  oflkai^  witk  icgaid  laaich 
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individual  of  the  capital  he  posseuet,  the       "  He  bad  proposed  i        nlii 
circumstances  of  his  life,  the  chances  to    i«x  in  1807  at  a  w.r.u»      iedy, 
which  it  is  subject,  and  the  income  he    lea»t  idea  of  continuing  il .  inog 
enjoys.    Why,    agree  with  the  right  hon. ,  tlsTotrgtlh^d^i^nSS-i-i 
Baronet,  that  if  you  are  to  attempt  to  do    country,  nothing  in  theiuteof  " 
that  which  may  be  done  as  between  lire  |  called  for  iti  continuaim,  nor 
offices  and  indiYiduals,  if  you  are  to  do  |  sent,  eren  in  the  event  of  an  i 
that  as  between  the  Government  and  the  ,  that  this  tax  should  be  contiiiafd.   It 
whole  of  the  community,   you  will   be  |  c*l*«d  for  by  the  presmng  \ 
doing  that  which  will  place  the  fortunes    ^"^  ^»*»»  *he  war  it  ought  to 
of  the  whole  of  the  community  at  the        Lord  Grentille  spoka 
disposal  of  the  £xecuti?e,  and  will  lead  to    if  possible,  wu  more  enphatic  io  hit 
more  inquisition,   more  inequality,  than    guage.     His  Lordship  aaidi— 
«yoa  can  possibly  remedy.    Why,  then,  I 
concur  in  that  part  of  the  conclusion,  that 
you  must  take  this  proposition  as  ii  is — 
that  the  committee  and  the  House  must 
be  prepared  to  deal  with  the  proposition 
as  it  now  stand,  but  taking  it  as  it  now 
stands,  it  has  every  kind  of  inequality 
attached   to  it.     Those  inequalities  you 
cannot  remedy ;  and  when  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  says,  that  you  will  only  get  into 
fresh  difficulty  if  you  alter  his  proposition, 
that  leads  me  to  a  conclusion  that  you 
roust  take  the  proposition  as  it  now  stands. 
That  leads  roe,  1  say,  to  the  conclusion, 
that  such  inequalities  are  only  tolerable  in 
times  of  extreme  danger  to  the  country— 


<'  In  this  situation  their  LoidsUpa 
by  his  Majesty's  GoTemmeBt  that  it  wh 
continue  the  Property-tas,  which  tfM 
Earl  assured  them  Parliament  had  aaim 
no  enzagement  not  to  contioua.  Bat  ha  \ 
pealed  to  their  Lordships  and  to  ikm 
whether,  when  his  Majesty's  GoftiM 
year  submitted  to  Parlianent  the  wx^Mmm^ 
once  more  enduring  that  odkMS  and  nfHk 
tonal  measure,  the  uoiversal  isspiwiiaa  «■ 
not  that  it  was  to  ba  coatimiad  oaly  §m  At 
war." 


The  right  hon.  Baronet  hu  fiMod 
with  us  for  calling  it  ao  inqiiiiitorial 
odious  tax,  and  says»  that  if  jo«  tlmkM 
you  ought  at  once  to  reject  il ;  Imt 
were  the  terms  in  which  Lord  Oi 


in  times  of  extreme  necessity ;  and  for  no  designated  this  tax.  The  tax  wamf  fei 
such  danger  as  now  exists,  for  no  such  |  odious  and  inquisitorial — it  maj  Im  M* 
neceuity  as  there  is  now,  ought  we  to  equal— it  may  be  unjust,  bat  it  BMy  Im 
establish  by  law  these  inequalities  in  tax-  preferable  to  foreign  invaaion— to  ~* 
ation.  The  question  is,  whether  there  is  loss  of  our  independence,  to  evib 
in  the  public  necessities  that  which  would  ing  otcr  our  country ;  in  that 
make  you  agree  to  such  a  tax.  The  right  \  might  be  perfectly  justifiable.  I 
hon.  Baronet  stated,  in  referring  to  au- ,  it  was  justifiable  both  in  Mr.  Pitt, 
thorities,  that  there  were  authorities  in  ,  whom  it  was  originally  created* 
favour  of  such  a  tax  as  a  permanent  tax,  i  the  Government  of  I8(V6,  to 
but  there  are  authorities  likewise  on  the  increase  it;  but  that  by  no  meaua 
other  side  of  the  question.  There  were  at :  that  there  is  now  such  a  public 
the  conclusion  of  the  war  statements  made  this  tax.  It  is  almost  impoaaibic  to 
with  respect  to  the  intentions  of  that '  pare  the  two  situations  of  the  CO 
Government  whose  acts  the  right  hon.  At  that  time  there  was  the  mutiny  of 
Gentleman  is  about  to  copy — I  mean  the  Norc.  rebellion  in  Ireland,  thn  rrnoMio  }m 
Government  of  18()t),  of  which  Ix>rd  Grey  France,  presenting,  as  dcacribed  bv  \ 
and  Lord  (xreuvillc  were  the  leaders,  and  Wyndham,  sometimes  priocipha  m 
the  Marquess  of  Lansdownc  was  the  arms,  and  sometimes  arms  for  its 
Chancellor  of  the  Kxchei)ucr.  A  discus-  ciples;  and  sometimes,  like  c! 
sion  took  place  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  presenting  both  together.  WapolaOB 
]8Ui,  upon  the  statement  that  was  made  extending  the  govemmeot  of  Pi 
with  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the  Min-  Switzerland.  Italy  was  within  her 
isters  to  continue  the  Income-tax  in  tiroes  and  she  seemed  aiming  at  the  do 
of  peace.  The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  ofKurope.  At  that  time  thia  conntrw 
took  up  that  (]uesiion,  and  showed  very  obliged  to  go  to  war  to  maintain  its  si 
conclusively  that  all  the  resolutions  in  pendence  and  power.  That  waa  tbn 
that  House,  and  all  the  speeches  that  riod  at  which  tl  tax  i  raa  iapoacd. 
were  made  came  to  an  opposite  conclu- .  180(),  Napoleon  icocoded    bf 

aioo,  and  be  ended  with  saying  :<—  I  astoniahiDg  victory         •  gunt  «f 
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quest :  he  had  gained  the  battle  of  Jena  ; 
the  monarchy  of  Pruuia  was  at  his  feel ; 
and   to  arrogant  had   he  become,    that 
terms  of  peace  were  hardly  to  be  accepted 
or  concluded.     At  that  time  this  country 
was  called  upon  for  a  renewal  and  increase 
of  the  tax ;  bot  is  there  anything  of  public 
necessity  now  in  any  way  to  be  compared 
with   that   period?     It  would  be  almost 
ridiculous  if  I  were  to  compare  the  two. 
Whatever    mni  be  the  position  of  our 
troops  in  AifgnanistaD»  whatever  ma?  be 
the  expense  of  the  war  in  China,  would  it 
not  be  absolutely  ridiculous  if  I  were  to 
institute  a  comparison   between  the  cir* 
comstances   1   have  just  mentioned  and 
those  in  which  the  country  is  now  placed. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of  the 
war  in   AfTghanistan.    No  question  was 
ever  made  in  that  House  of  the  policy  of 
that  war.    The  right  hon.  Baronet,  the 
Member  for  Dorchester,  gate  a  notice  of 
motion  upon  this  subject,  but  he  after- 
wards withdrew  that  notice.    1  do  not 
quote  that  as  any  approbation  of  the  war. 
I  only  say  I  think  there  has  been  no  public 
disapprobation  formally  expressed  by  a 
minority  of  this  House ;  but  even  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had  for* 
mally  disapproved   of  that  war,  1  quite 
concur  with  him  that  you  must  now  main* 
tain  your  power,  and  make  every  effort 
that  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
But  I  have  the  greatest  confidence,  al- 
though 1  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  right  in  making  that  effort,  that  before 
any  reinforcement  will  reach  that  country, 
that  the  immediate  disasters  may  be  re- 
paired by  British  arms  and  the  commander 
of  the  forces  there.  With  respect  to  China 
likewise,  whatever  difficulty  you  have  in 
obliging  the  government  of  that  country 
to  form  a  treaty  of  peace,  this,  at  least, 
yoo  may  rely  on,  that  no  efforts  which  the 
Chinese  government  or  their  army  or  navy 
can  make,  will  at  all  affect  the  distant 
pouessions  of  her  Majesty.    With  respect 
to  these  occurrences,  1  observe  a  great 
difference  in  the  arguments  used  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  on   the  Ministerial  benches, 
according  to  the  purpose  immediately  in 
view.     When  the  purpose  is  to  throw 
blame  on  the  late  Oovemroeiit  on  account 
of  the  finances,  then  the  state  of  Isment- 
able  deficiency  during  peace  b  urged  in 
such  language  as  her  Majesty  was  advised 
to  make  use  of  in  her  s|Mecn.    But  when 
the  pnrpose  is  to  make  ont  a  case  for  the 
Incone-taXy  then  tkii  pence  inuMdintely 


becomes  hostilities,  and  very  costly  hosti* 
lilies.     You  cannot  take  it  both  ways;  if 
you  take  the  latter  part  of  the  proposition 
and  say,  there  arc  hostilities  in  Canada,  in 
China,  and  in  Affghanistan,  don't  make  it 
a  matter  of  blame  to  us  that  the  usual 
consequences  of  hostilities  in  which  this 
country  may  be  engaged  should  happen, 
and  that  their  efforts  and  naval  and  military 
expenditure  will  exceed  your  revenue.  But 
if  you  take  it  on  the  other  hand,  and  use 
common  parlance,  that  which  is  ordinarily 
used,  and  apply  iJie  term  "  at  peace,*  to 
the  great  powers  of  Europe  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  say  nothing  as  to 
the  state  of  France,  Austria,  Prussia,  or 
the  United  States,  which  portend  hosti- 
lities, and  therefore  you  are  at  peace,  don't 
tell  me  that  it  is  on  account  of  dangerous 
hostilities  that  vou  ask  for  an  Income-tax. 
One  at  lesst  of  tliese  two  courses  must  be 
taken,  and  I  should  hope  that  you  may 
decide  by  your  vote  to-night  that  we  are 
at  peace;  that  the  late  Ministers  may  be 
blameable    for    this    deficiency    in    the 
finances,  but  being  at  peace  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  this  tax.    But  as  1  cannot 
think    these    distant    hostilities    form   a 
sufficient  ground  for   an   Income-tax,  I 
consider  the  tax  really  is  imposed  on  ac- 
count of  a  defic  iency  of  two  millions  and  a 
half  in  the  revenue — it  comes  simply  to 
that    Sir,  I  will  allow,  that  during  this 
year,  and,  perhaps,  vre  may  say  for  three  or 
four  more,  our  establishments  will  be  above 
our  ordinary  revenue  by  about  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half.     Now,  granting  that  to 
be  the  case  of  our  finances,  is  it  a  sufficient 
ground  for  imposing  the  tax  ?    Sir,  1  think 
my  right  hon.  Friend,  the  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  showed  clearly  that  it 
was  not.     I  do  not  wish  to  go  over  the 
same  ground,  or  advert  to  the  points  on 
which  he  has  not  received  any  answer ; 
but  1  believe  he  has  shown  that  about 
25,000,000/.  of  Uxee  have  been  reduced ; 
even  without  reckoning  taxes  on  articles 
of  general  consumption— such  u  salt, 
leather,  dec. :  I  find  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds  have  been  surreixlered  at  va- 
rious tiases  upon  objects  which,  I  think, 
now  might  be  again  taxed  with  far  less  of 
evil  and  suffering  to  to  the  country  at 
large,  than  with  your  Income-tax.    Sir, 
1  find,  in  one  year,  as  to  taxes  on  male 
servants,   four-wheeled    carriages,    two- 
wheeled    carriages,    and    rkJing-horsss, 
amounting  to  no  less  than  700,0001!.  have 
at  furious  timea  hmm  giiM  ip^fiumte 
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assessed  taxes ;  and  I  do  say  it  would  be 
a  far  preferable  course  to  reimpose  these 
taxes,  than  now  to  inflict  this   Income- 
tax.     Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  found 
fault  with  mj  right  hon.  Friend  for  not 
estimating,  in  his  account  of  last  year,  the 
increase  of    the  sugar  duties.     But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  compared  last  year 
with  the  year  before,  a  year  of  remarkable 
difliculty,  and  of  a  deficiency   in    con- 
sumption to  the  extent  of  not  less  than 
230,000  cwt. ;  so  that  it  was  clear  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  have 
made  his  comparison  with  a  year  of  ordi- 
nary consumption,  not  with  one  of  re- 
markably   diminished     consumption.      1 
think  my  right  hon.  Friend  was  quite  cor- 
rect in  saying  that,  with  a  moderate  duty 
on  corn,  with  a  diminution  of  the  prohi- 
bitory duty  on   sugar,   and  with  a  re- 
adjustment of  the  timber- tax,  you  might 
secure  a  tery  great  portion  of  the  requisite 
addition  to  your  revenue.     My  right  hon. 
Friend    stated   it    as  about    1,700,000/. 
You  might  take  it  at  less,  but  even  taking 
it  at  less,  you  would  very  much  diminish 
the  amount  of  deficit ;    and,  taking  the 
deficiency  at  2,500,000/.,  if  my  right  hon. 
Friend's  calculations  be  correct,  you  would 
only  have  to  provide  less  than  half  that 
amount,  or  aoout  1 ,2,'>0,000/.,  to  which, 
indeed,  must  be  added   the  amount  of 
your  tariff   reductions,   with   respect   to 
some  of  the  articles  of  which,  I  think  they 
might  be   postponed,  in  consequence  of 
the  great  loss  they   will  occasion  to  the 
revenue,  rather  than  you  should  resort  to 
the  measure  you  suggest.     Sir,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bath  was  pleased  to  say,  that 
in  opposing  this  measure  we  were  bunting 
after  popularity.     Now,  it  is  easy,  with 
regard  to  any  subject  on  which  there  is  a 
popular  opinion,  to  make  out  an  accusa- 
tion.   On  this  subject  I  believe  that  among 
the  working  classes  there  is  an  impression 
—a  very  unfortunate  impression,  I  think 
^that  this  is  a  tax  chiefly  to  be  paid  by 
persons  of  landed  or  monied  property,  and 
that  it  will  not  fall  upon  the  masses  of 
the  community.     I  think,  Sir,  they  will 
And  at  some  time  that  if  you  diminish  the 
means  of  employment — the    means    by 
which   the  working  classes  may   obtain 
good   wages— yoQ  do  as  greatly  injure 
those  classes  as  if  you  imposed  a  direct 
tax  upon  them.     But  I  do  not  think.  Sir, 
that  with  regard  to  the  measures  which 
wc    have  supported,  we   can   justly   be 
charged  with  haDtiog  for  popularity.  Wu 


it  for  the  sake  of  popularity  that  m 
so  many  years  contenaed  in  fAnMir  i 
Roman  Catholics  ?  Notbiog;  ooaM 
been  more  unfoitonate  at  Ihots  lioMi 
the  Catholic  cause ;  for  adfocatiay  whiBlg 
many  of  us  were  considenMl  at  ha>iaf  a 
design  to  bring  in  the  Catholie  wlhioa, 
Ttien  again,  as  to  the  New  Pooiuhv: 
was  it  for  the  sake  of  popalarky  thai  «a 
introduced  and  carried  that  nmmammt 
And  if  we  have  introduced  and  art 
pared  to  contend  for  meaaarei  that 
nave  been  unpopular  at  the  tine, 
our  principles  led  us  to  die 
such  measures,  1  will  not  sbriok  fron 
assertion  of  others  which  maj  ha 
popular,  merely  because  wa  are  loM 
popularity,  not  the  good  of  the  coaatrti 
IS  our  object.  It  has  been  my  part«  m  tfia 
course  of  public  duty,  to  advoeata 
times  measures  to  which  popahr 
attached,  and  at  other  tinea  maasi 

which  the  public  approved.    In  die 

of  the  Reform  Bill,  great  popalarily  at* 
tached  to  the  course  which  \ 
but  I  was  not  more  in  favour  of  Iha 
form  Bill  than  I  have  been  of  other 
sures  to  which  no  such  popularity 
I  shall  therefore.  Sir,  pursue  m]^  <lvty  fa 
this  House.  I  believe,  with  the  right  kaa. 
Gentleman,  that  our  opposition  to  thii 
will  be  unsuccessful.  But  I  believe 
the  people  of  this  country  are  at 
not  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  tai 
aware  of  the  nature  of  the  evils  which  it 
inflicts— of  the  inquisitorial  nature  of  ita 
operation,  and  of  the  unfaimesi  which  ie 
inherent  in  its  nature.  I  believes  if  w% 
assented  lightly  to  the  enactment  of  ttin 
tax,  that,  when  its  evils  came  to  piaa 
upon  the  people,  those  who  have  leat  «i 
here  would  have  just  ground  to  reproach 
us  that  we  had  not  raised  our  voicci 
against  iu  Thev  would  say,  '*  We  might 
have  beon  mistaken  as  to  the  operatii 
such  a  tax,  but  you  who  have 
these  thingi — you  who  have  been  aeat 
Parliament  in  order  toconsnlt  oar  int 
— you,  at  leasi,  should  have  raited 
voices  in  opposition  to  such  a  tax ; 
should  not  then  have  had  to  And  that  w 
had  been  deserted."  It  is  in  order  that  I 
may  have  no  such  reproach  upon  ate,  aad 
that  those  who  act  with  me  may  not  kmwm 
such  a  reproach  against  them,  that  J 
determined  to  oppose  this  tai. 
great  danger!— come  a  crisis  which 
require  the  enactment  of  an  ant 
uojutt  oppreative,  and  inqaiailarial 
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ftiid  I  know  that  even  tlieie  e? ilt  will  be 
borne  rather  than  tufTer  any  risk  to  the 

0 

honour  or  independence  of  the  country. 
But,  if  you  call  upon  the  country  to  make 
these  eftorti  when  they  arc  not  necettary 
—  if  you  do  not  reserve  your  energies  for 
the  period  when  they  may  be  imperatively 
required — in  the  days  when  it  may  be 
necessary  for  you  to  call  for  such  extraor« 
dinary  aid,  the  people  may  be  indisposed 
to  listen  to  your  professions,  and  they  may 
be  more  inclined  to  say,  not  unnaturally, 
"  Why,  in  former  times  you  asked  us  to 
make  these  eflbrtu,  and  upon  eiamination 
found  that  no  public  necessity  existed  for 
such  exertion.**  I  say,  therefore,  Sir,  do 
not  let  us  abandon  this  resource  as  an  aid 
in  times  of  imminent  exigency.  Be  its 
evils  what  they  may,  it  is  one  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  country.  But,  in  order  that 
you  may  preserve  your  power  over  it — 
that  you  may,  whenever  it  is  necessary, 
be  enabled  to  im|)Ose  it  on  the  country 
with  universal  acquiescence — do  not  now, 
in  times  when  there  is  no  dancer,  call  for 
an  efibrt  which  the  people  will  soon  find 
to  be  oppressive ;  and  for  the  evils  of 
which  they  will  justly  reproach  you,  as 
having  imposed  it  on  them. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Wood  rose  to  complain 
of  the  inequality  of  the  operation  of  the 
proposed  Income-tax,  and  the  various 
abuses  it  would  be  subject  to.  He  in- 
stanced a  case  which  occurred  in  1814  or 
1816,  of  a  gentleman  who  carried  oo  very 
extensive  mining  works  in  the  county  of 
Cornwall,  from  which  in  one  year  he 
realised  a  profit  of  25,000/.  He  also 
carried  on  an  extensive  shipping  trade, 
and  in  the  year  in  which  he  bad  f^aincd 
25,000/.  from  his  mines,  he  lost  25,000/. 
in  the  other  department  of  his  business. 
Now,  common  sense  would  suggest  that 
the  loss  in  this  case  should  be  put  afainst 
the  gain.  But  it  was  not  so  with  the 
Income-tax  which  then  existed.  The  in- 
dividoal  in  question  was  made  lo  pay 
incomA.tax  on  the  25,000/.^  the  profit  of 
his  mines,  and  he  had  actually  paid  the 
25,000/.  for  him.  8ocb  a  tax,  working 
on  such  priociplea,  be  thoaght  that  not 
even  war  coald  justify.  The  right  boo. 
Baronet  had  said,  ibat  be  oouM  not  raise 
the  sun  necessary  to  make  good  the  defi« 
cit  io  the  revenue  by  any  other  means 
than  those  which  he  proposed.  But  he 
would  ask  him  how  much  he  loal  by  not 
adopting  the  8s.  duty  on  com  io  the  year 
1841 T    It  thai  jw  2,400,000  quiim 


of  corn  were  entered  at  2s.  M,  of  duly, 
anil  thus  neailv  a  million  of  money  was 
lost  to  the  nation  not  more  than  tight 
months  ago.  He  thought  that  under  such 
circumstances,  it  was  to  the  lut  drgree 
improper  that  the  light  hon.  Bsronet 
should  come  forward  and  ask  the  country 
to  submit  to  such  taxation  as  he  now 
proposed. 

Mr.  Cobdea  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  her  Majesty's 
Government,  had  that  mght  given  ci  rtain 
cxpian.itions  of  his  reasons  for  imposing 
an  Income-tax  upon  the  country.  The 
reasons  deserved  mature  consideration, 
and  recollecting  that  they  were  then  on 
the  eve  of  an  adjournment,  when  they 
would  have,  in  many  cases,  to  meet  their 
constituents — when  they  would  hate  an 
opportunity  of  taking  their  opinions  upon 
the  question,  and  recollecting  too,  that 
that  question  involved  the  proposed  tariff 
and  also  the  point  of  the  Corn-laws, 
although,  indeed,  the  latter  question  had 
been  separated  from  it  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet — recollecting  those  circumstances 
he  did  think  that  ii  would  be  the  moat 
convenient  course  for  the  House  —  the 
most  convenient  course  for  the  constitu- 
ents of  the  Members  of  that  House,  if 
they  now  adjourned  the  debate  until  after 
Easter.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  ex- 
pressed his  conviction  that  tbe  country 
was  with  him  oo  this  question.  Now,  if 
they  had  the  opportunity  of  consulting 
their  constituents,  and  found  them,  upon 
so  doing,  to  be  in  favour  of  the  measure, 
such  a  course,  he  believed,  would  be 
productive  of  a  great  saving  of  tine  in 
the  future  discussions  which  might  take 
place  on  the  question.  He,  therefore, 
moved  that  the  chairman  do  now  report 
profrress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Vemaa  Smiik  said,  that  he  hoped 
the  House  would  consider  his  motive  for 
adopting  the  course  which  he  intended  to 
pursue  00  the  present  occasion.  Ou  the 
last  occasion,  when  a  vote  of  this  descrip* 
tion  was  before  the  House,  they  had  heard 
nothing  in  defence  of  the  measure  pro* 
posed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  On 
the  present  occasion^  however,  iht  rij^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  had  made  a  speech  which, 
if  he  had  made  on  Monday  last,  would 
have  prevented  him  firon  voting  for  the 
adjournment  oo  that  evening.  He  had 
entered  into  the  diseuasioQ  and  into  tha 
defeoee  of  his  aaeasare.  Noos  of  his 
suppoitsis  had  ipokaa,  bat  if  ha  (Sir  R. 
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Peel)  had  choeen  to  take  the  labour  en- 
tirely upon  himself,  it  was  not  the  part  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House 
to  complain.  They  bad  also  beard  the 
speeches  of  three  independent  Members  of 
the  House  who  generally  supported  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  but  who  on  this  occa- 
sion, while  they  declared  against  his  mea- 
sure in  their  speeches,  yet  announced  their 
intention  of  supporting  it  by  their  votes. 
Thus  their  (the  Opposition's)  position  was 
altered,  and  he  did  think  that  after  the 
occurrences  of  the  evening,  they  could  not 
say,  that  there  had  not  been  a  discussion 
upon  the  subject.  Instead  of  receiving 
answers  such  as  they  had  obtained ;  in- 
stead of  being  referred  to  the  act  of  the 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  when  they  en- 
quired as  to  the  machinery  proposed  to  be 
employed  in  levying  the  Income-tax,  they 
had  heard  the  views  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  fully  developed  upon  the  subject 
He,  believed,  that  under  all  these  circum- 
stances, after  the  adjournment  of  the  pre- 
vious evening,  which  had  demonstrated 
that  a  minority  could  prevent  a  Minister, 
although  backed  by  ever  so  powerful  a 
majority,  from  carrying  through  a  measure 
in  the  style  in  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  attempted  to  pass  his.  He  thought 
that,  under  all  these  cii-cumstances,  they 
stood  in  a  different  position  from  that 
which  they  had  occupied,  and  having 
himself  on  the  previous  evening  zealously 
supported  the  adjournment,  he  hoped, 
that  on  the  present  occasion  his  hon. 
Friend  would  not  preu  his  motion. 

Mr.  7*.  Duncombt  said,  that  he  should 
support  every  motion  in  favour  of  adjourn- 
ment, for  the  same  reasons  which  he  had 
given  the  other  evening,  and  which  if  they 
were  valid  then,  were  also  valid  now.  They 
then  asked  for  an  adjournment,  in  order 
to  allow  the  country  to  have  time  to  deli- 
berate upon  the  proposition  before  the 
House,  and  the  country  had  not  yet  had 
that  tine.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  had  stated,  that  they 
were  in  a  different  position  from  that 
which  they  had  stood  in  on  Monday 
evening  last.  And  how  was  that  proposi- 
tion supported?  Why,  it  appeared,  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad  spoken.  Well, 
so  he  had  on  evenings  previous  to  that  of 
Monday ;  and  he  hoped  that  they  should 
also  hear  him  on  many  future  occasions. 
But  another  arguoMnt  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was,  that  the  House  should  come  to 
t  raaolatioDi  because  the  GentlemeQ— in« 


dependent  Members,  hebelievadpllM 
Gentleman  called  tbem  — btd  e]_ 
their  opinion  against  the  ri|^i  hon. 
net's  measure,  but  meant  to  tola  in 
of  it.    If  there  was  any  reaaon  that  Ika 
House  should  attend  either  to  theae  hai^ 
Members'  votes,    or  their  apeachea,  te 
thought  that  it  might  be  at  wM  to  ma 
them  the  Easter  holidays  for  dalihiralw^ 
and  after  that  time  had  elapaed,  it 
not  unlikely  that  their  votes  a&d 
opinions  would  grow  rather 
sistent.      It    might  be   said,   that  tiaf 
would  not  be  placed  in  a  wone 
by  agreeing  to  the  leaolutioo  than 
which  they  now  occupied.    Ha  did 
think  so.     By  agreeing  to  the 
the  House  was  committed  to  a  gnat  _ 
ciple.    What  had  the  hon.  Mambar 
Dover,  the  ex-Governor  of  the  Bask  af 
England  said  that  evening  ?  Whyp  ho 
called  upon  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
flinch — to  finish  the  busioesa  that  a%hit 
and  he  would  stake  his  valuable 
that  the  commercial  interests  would 
content  with  his  measure.    Wellp 
what  did  the  noble  Lord,  tha  Mt 
for  the  City  of  I/Midoo,  aay  in 
tioo  to  the  assertion  of  the  ex« 
of  the    Bank    of   England.      Ha 
that  the  people  did  not  understand  Ika 
nature  of  this    measure*  and  npoa  Us 
showing,    therefore,    the  Hoosa    aariH 
not  to  come    to    a    division.     Anothaf 
motion  had    been  made,    that  the  oM 
bill  imposing  the  Incomo-tax  sboold  ba 
reprinted,  in  order  thst  the  paopls  ■iglH 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  tha  Ban« 
chinery  with  which   it  was  proposed  to 
work  the  new  bill.    Such  an 
would  take  some  days  to  execute, 
he  would  place  the  reprint  in  the  handa  of 
the  country,  allow  them  to  study  it  well, 
and  he  was  very  sure  that  the  people  woeld 
not    come    to  the  conclusion— that  iko 
commercial  interest  would  not  comm  la 
the  conclusion,  that  the  adoption  of  tka 
Income-tax  would  tend  to  their  benslL 
l«ooking  at  the  proposed  meMore  in  amv 
point  of  view,  looking  at  the  hypocritieal 
pretence  that  it  was  for  the  beneit  of  Ike 
working  classes,  he  would  tell  thesi,  tbet 
the  working  classes  in  towns  were  aoC 
misled  ss  some  of  those  in  the  coonlry 
might  be  by  the  measure — tha  wofkiaf 
classes  in  the  great  towns,  he  repeated, 
knew  the  messore  of  relief  whick  wee 
proposed  to  be  meted  out  to  them.    Tkif 
knew  that  this  wu  what  tka  Ooimiawil 
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nid  10  them:  "We  let*«  yoa  id  the  Uider  the  neceuity  of  pattia;  tn  end  to 
poulion  in  which  we  have  found  you  ii.  Let  hon.  Gentlemen  remember  wha 
— we  admii  that  you  are  in  rery  great  ait-  |  lud  been  done  in  regard  10  the  preieota 
'     '  '  iion   or  petiltone;  long  and  daaultory  du- 

>:uMioni  had  led  to  (he  eetablithment  of  & 
rule  for  prohibiting  diicuiekint  on  iht 
pretentatioo  of  pciitioot.  Let  hon.  Oeft* 
ilemen  coniidcr  whether  thie  prifilece 
which  the  raiiiorily  poeieued  ought  to  be 
cxerciied  in  e  manner  which  miihtendan- 
^r  it.  If  ihe  right  hon.  Bironet  foniid 
it  neccHiry  iq  divide  B|;ain«l  ihe  motion 
Tor  the  adjouinmenl,  he  ihould  vole 
with  him, 
Mr.  Waklei/  would  not  attempt  to  tay 
he  reiterated  that  he  (poke  the  truib,  and  |  inything  new  upon  the  aabject;  ' 
tbe  countrt  would  decide  between  them. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  lairi  that  be 
did  not  regret — tliai  he  did  not  deprecate 
the  courts  which  had  on  a  preriout  evea- 
ing  beeu  taken  with  reipect  to  the  motion 
for  adjoummenl.  He,  therefore,  hoped, 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  could  not  re- 
gret or  deprecate  that  courie  now— 
and,  therefore,  at  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet could  not  ditapprove  of  hii  tay- 
ing  to,  he  mott  littcerely  hoped  hit  hon. 
Friend  would  peracTere  in  hit  motion. 
Viacouot  Havkk  eipretted  great  regret 
at  the  courte  which  hon.  Member*  on  hit 
aide  o(  the  Hoote  were  about  to  uke,  for 


trett— we  thall  leate  yi 
aball  not  lay  additional  burdeni  upon 
your  ihoulden,  but  we  thall  relieve  you 
by  bringing  down  to  your  level  thote  who 
are  immediately  above  you."  Thai  wa> 
Ihe  conioUtion  offered  to  the  working 
clattca:  the  bringing  down  to  the  lame 
abyu  of  mitery  (he  claaiM  immediately 
above  them.  Did  hou.  Members  oppotiie 
believe  thai  would  be  a  coniolalion  to  the 
working  cljitet?  Hon.  Memberi  might 
deny  the  correctnett  of  hit  B»ertioni,  but 


that  he  could  not  do  to.  Bat  h« 
roie  to  tpeak  in  tupporl  of  the  adjoom- 
ment  tolely  on  public  granndt.  The  pro- 
poiiiion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
one  of  adch  enormout  magnitude,  either 
for  good  or  for  evil  to  the  country,  that  Im 
really  thouglit  the  majority  ongbt  stoat 
willingly  to  content  to  the  adjooramenl, 
and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would 
accede  to  it.  It  wai  only  on  Friday 
•e'nnight  that  the  propnaitioa  waa  made, 
therefore  the  country  could  not  have  bad 
time  to  cofuider  it.  Did  hoo.  G«nlkemea 
believe  that  it  waa  poptilar  with  the  work- 
ing claaaea?  He  would  read  to  them  • 
be  thought  it  wai  not  calculated  to  give  '  paragraph  or  two  from  an  addreat  to  the 


effect  Ut  Ihe  oppotitien  which  he  I 
moa  with  ibam  detired  to  give  lo  the  mca- 
aure.  They  were  told  that  it  wu  necet- 
Hry  for  the  country  to  have  time  lo  coo- 
eider  and  underataod  thi>  meatura  :  but, 
coniidcring  that  thia  waa  only  a  prelimi- 
nary reiolution,  and  that  the  bill  wai  yet 
to  be  brought  io,  the  country  would  have 
had  a  much  better  opporUDity  of  judg- 
ing of  the  meaiurc,  and  tbe  Houie  would 
have  proceeded  to  the  ditcuaaion  of  it 
with  greater  advantage  had  tlie  right  hon 
Baronet  been  permitted  to  take  n  diviaion 
on  a  former  evening,  and  lo  have  intro- 
duced hie  bill.  He  uw  no  validity,  then, 
in  ihit  objection,  more  eapecially  when  he 
remembered  that  on  a  former  evening,  at 
the  I 


working  clauea  pobliabed  in  the  ffortktn 
Star  newapaper.  ["  Ok,  ah. "]  Why, 
that  paper  waa  read  by  thoaianda  of  the 
working  clatae*.  What  waa  Ihe  laDgoafef 
("  Datt,  dale.']  March  lOth,  anditwas 
written  by  Mr.  Feargoi  O'Connor,  [**  Ok, 
ok. "]  Why,  he  waa  a  leader  of  tM  mil- 
lioQi  of  tbe  working  daaeei.  [LiuigkUr.'\ 
Let  hon.  Gentlemen  eoniider  the  aoit  of 
language  which  waa  addreaaed  to  tbe 
labouring  people  :— 

"  But  bare  it  the  important  point  of  Sir  R. 
Pecl'i  bttdpt'  (nyt  .Mr.  O'Connor)— *  be 
■dmitt  live-ttodi  into  ihit  conntir  at  a  mere 
Domirial  duty,  it.  for  u  ox,  tit.  far  a  cow, 
and  lOt.  for  a  calf,  wliich  in  Parlimmaotaiy 
language  laaaot  a  jroung  bcatl. " 
,     .  ,     ,  .  I     i_     ~.  "There  waiamoliibiiioD(otbi«deKiiptian 

ly  hour  of   eleven   o  clock,   there    „f  .^^  ^ef^^  '^^  ,„  ,„^_  „  J^ 

wat  a  pauie  in  Ihe  debate,  and  no  hon,  meoM  high  doiy.  He  alM  idmiu  nil  and 
Gentleman  teemed  ditpoeed  to  continue  '  cured  B«at  at  a  dntj'  at  id.  par  pound.  Mow, 
it.  It  wat  true  that  the  minority  might  '  ihit  it  the  wedp.  Tbe  iBki  of  thia  will  be, 
pertitliu  forcingadiviwonnpontheqnea- I'b"  «*"1«  both  fat  and   Mm  wiU   be  mi 


tion  of  adjournment;  but  this 
power  which  ought  to  be  ued  ewtioutly 
and  carefully,  and  only  on  very  important 
and  oeceatary  occationa.  The  abase  o( 
■hit  power  might  lead  Ihe  Home  to  cob- 


from  tlolliad,  Belgium,  and  pant  of  France, 
■I  one-half  the  prctant  price.    A  Dalchaan 


■Mch  cheaper  rata  than  .SnUcbown  and  Eag- 
litfamen,  bring  at  a  great  dislsaeo  from  tbe 
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mtrkety  and  Irishmen  can ;  and  America  can 
send  us  store  profisions  for  much  less  than 
half  the  present  price;  in  fact,  if  I  were  asked 
to  frame  a  bill  for  the  complete  and  entire 
dissolution  of  society  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted, agricultural,  manufacturing,  commercial, 
trading,  gofemmental,  fiscal,  moral,  and  phy- 
sical, I  should  say,  I  would  not  make  a  single 
alteration  in  the  budget  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  It  will  sponge  the  debt ;  break  the 
landlords ;  pay  off  the  creditors. " 

Now,  seeing  that  thit  kind  of  language 
was  addressed  to  the  labouring  people  by 
those  who  bad  influence  over  them,  would 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  urge  on  bit  mea- 
sure with  tuch  indecent  hatte  ? 

Mr.  Curteis  raised  his  voice  for  the 
purpose,  he  said,  of  stating  in  justiBcaiion 
of  the  vote  he  should  give  io  favour  of 
the  adjournment,  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  a  gentleman  connected  with 
the  ngricuhural  interest,  Mr.  Selmes,  a 
gentleman  well  known  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Surrey  and  to  the  public  as  a 
competitor  with  Earl  Spencer  in  the  show 
of  cattle ;  that  gentleman  declared  that 
the  measure  of  the  right  boo.  Baronet 
had  created  quite  a  panic  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood, and  that  he  would  sooner  have 
a  perfectly  free- trade  in  corn  than  the 
proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
That  gentleman  went  on  to  state  that  the 
people  JO  bis  locality  were  preparing  to 
oppose  the  measure  with  all  their  might. 
If  the  hon.  Member  divided  the  House, 
he  would  vote  for  the  adjournment,  and 
he  should  consider  that  he  was  perfectly 
justified  in  doing  so.  He  would  not  give 
his  vote  to  embarrass  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
nrt ;  but  as  bis  constituents  were  con- 
ferring on  the  subject  of  the  tariff',  he 
thought  it  was  his  duty  to  obtain  as  much 
lime  as  he  possibly  could  tor  them.  If 
{\ui  House  would  listen  to  him  for  a  mo- 
ment, he  could  show  the  rijrlu  hon.  Baro- 
net that  his  pro|iosilions  hud  created  a 
|>anic  throughout  the  u^riciiltural  districts 
res(>ecting  the  admission  of  foreign  stock. 
His  constituents  were  dve^ily  interested  in 
the  matter,  for  they  were  r«'moved  only  six 
hours  from  the  port  of  Houlognr,  and  in 
titnt  short  time  th«.>  |)ort  of  Uyc  might  be 
filled  with  foreign  beasts.  If  he  could  find 
only  ten  hon.  Members  to  go  out  with  liini, 
he  would  remain  and  divide  the  House 
till  that  time  to*murruw. 

Mr.  il/.  Gibson  wished  merely  to  correct 
a  iiii<opprehensinii  under  which  the  noble 
Loid  the  MenibfT  for  Sunderland  seem«'d 
to  Ubour.     When  the  motion  was  made 


tha  other  night  for  the  adjoaraBent  h 
Dot  because  there  i  ne  not  pkn^ 
Gentlemen  ready  to  apedc  to  tha  qMil 
before  the  House^the  renaon  whj  lliqf 
did  not  was  because  the  hon.  Manbtr  wh« 
moved  the  adjournment  fint  cught  thn 
eye  of  the  Chairman,  and  the  otban  left 
the  House.  He  really  thought  the 
Member  for  Stockport  had  made  a 
reasonable  proposition,  and  he  woald 
for  the  adjournment.  They  were  toM  thai 
they  would  have  other  opportanitica  far 
delating  the  question;  but  when  Iha 
House  had  voted  upon  the 
they  would  have  committed 
and  they  ought  not  to  do  that 
giving  the  country  time  to  expiaaa 
opinion  upon  it. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  , 
that  the  Chairman  report  progma :'— Aiaa 
87  ;  Noes  290 :  Majority  203. 

List  of  the  Ates. 


Aglionby,  H.  A. 
Bannerman,  A. 
Barnard,  K.  <«. 
Berkeley,  lion.  Capt. 
Berkeley,  hon.  II.  F. 
Bemal,  K. 
Blewitt,U.  J. 
Bowring,  Dr. 
Brocklehurst,  J. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Bryan,  G. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Byng,  rt.  ho.  G.  S. 
Cave,  hon.  R.  O. 
Colborne,hn.W.N.K. 
Colebroke,  Sir  T.  B. 
Cow  per,  hon.  W.  F. 
Craig,  W.  G. 
Curteis,  II.  B. 
Dalmcny,  Ijord 
Dalryrople,  Cupt. 
l)ashwood,G.  If. 
Dawson,  hon.  T.  V. 
D'Cyncourt,  rt.  hon. 

C.T. 
Duncan,  G. 
Dundas,  Admiral 
Dunda%  hon.  .1.  C« 
Easthope,  Sir  J. 
KIlis,  W. 
Klpliinstone.  II. 
Ferguson,  Col. 
I'ltzroy,  hon.  C 
Gibson,  T.  M. 
( I  ranger,  T.  ('. 
Hall.  Sir  B. 
llarhi.J.  Q 
liastie,  A. 
Hawes,  U. 
IloHird,  ho.  J.  K. 


Ilomphvrr,  Mr.  Ali. 
Jardiac.  W. 
Johnston,  A. 
Leader,  J.  T. 
Maijoribanka,  8. 
MarshaU,  W. 
Martin,  J. 

Maule,  right  hoa.  P. 
Morris,  D. 

Mostyn,  hn.  E»  If  •  L. 
Murray,  A. 
Napitr,  Sir  C« 
O'Brien,  C. 
O'Brien,  J. 
O'Connall,  M.  J. 
Gglt,  S.  C.  U. 
Paget,  Col. 
Pechell,  Capl. 
Philips,  M. . 
Pinney,  W. 
Plumridge,Capt. 
Powell,  C. 
Power,  J. 
Pulsford,  R. 
Kennie,  G. 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Russell,  Lord  B. 
Scott,  R. 
Scrope,  G.  P. 
Seale,SirJ.  H. 
.Sheil,  rt.  hoo.  R.  L. 
Smith,  B. 
Soraers,  J.  P. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Stmtt,  E 
Thorael  V,  T. 
Troubridge,  Sir  B.  T. 
Tuftiell,  H. 
\'ii liars,  hon.  C«  F. 
Vilikrt,  F. 
Wakley.  J. 
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Ward.  11.  G. 
WasoD,  R. 
Wilde,  Sir  T. 
William;!.  W. 
Wood,  R. 
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Wood,  O.  W. 
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Cobdeii,  R. 
Duncombe,  T. 


Liit  of  the  Nott, 


Acland,  T.  D. 
A'Coun,  Capi. 
Acton,  ('ol. 
Adiire,  Viscl. 
Addcrlev.C.  R 
Aid  am,  W. 
Alford.  Vitcc. 
Ailix,J.  K 
Aiitrobus,  K. 
ArbulhDott,  hn.  II. 
Archdall,  M. 
Ark w right,  (f. 
Ashley,  Jjord 
AtUill,  W. 
Attwood,  M. 
Bagot,  hon.  W. 
Railey,J 
Bailey,  J.,  jun. 
B;ullie,  Col. 
Baird.  W. 
Balfour,  J.  M. 
Banket,  G. 
Barclay.  D. 
Baring,  hoD.  W.  B. 
Barinf^.  rt.  hon.  F.  T. 
Barrington,  Visct. 
Btcket^  W. 
Beoctt,  J. 
Beotinck,  Lord  G. 
Beresford,  Major 
Bernard,  Vitcl. 
Rlackbume,  J.  I. 
Blackttont,  W.  S. 
Bodkin,  W.  11. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Borthwicky  P. 
Botfield,  B. 
Bradshaw,  J. 
Bram«ton,  T.  W. 
Broadley,  II. 
Rroadwoodyll. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Brownrigg,  J.  S. 
Bruce,  Lord  K. 
Bruce.  C.  L.  C. 
Rnckley,  K. 
Bulkeley.SirE.B.W. 
RuUer,  C. 
Buller,  E. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Bunbury,  T. 
Burruughet,  II.  N. 
Byng.  (f. 
CampMI.Sir  II. 
(  ardwell,  K. 
Carnegie,  boa.  Capl 
Caveikdiih,  hon.  C.C. 
Cavendish,  hu.G.  II. 
Chapman,  B. 
Cbtlita»  Vitct. 


Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
Childeri,  J.  W. 
CholrooDdelev.  hn.  II 
C*hristmas,  \V. 
(Thristopher,  R  A. 
Chute,  W.  L.  W. 
< 'lay ton,  R.  R. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clivr,  hon.  K.  If. 
1-ochrane,  A. 
Cockbum,  rl.hn.SirG 
(  ollelt,  W.  R. 
Coropton,  II.  C. 
Coole,  Sir  C.  II. 
Copeland,  Mr.  Aid. 
<  'orry,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Counenay,  Vijct. 
Crippi,  W. 
Crosse,  T.  B. 
Damer,  hon.  Col. 
Darby.  O. 

Dawnay,hon.  W.  U. 
Denison,  J.  E. 
Dickinson,  P.  II. 
Disraeli.  B. 
Dodd.  G. 
Douglas,  Sir  H. 
Dou||r|as,  Sir  C.  E. 
Douglas,  J.  D.  S. 
Douro,  Marquma  of 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Doncombc,  hoo.  A. 
DunconlM,  hoo«  O. 
Du  Pre,  C.  G. 
East,  J.  B. 
Eaton,  R.  J. 
Ebnngton,  Viict. 
Egetton,  W.  T. 
Egerton,  Sir  P. 
Egerton,  Lord  F. 
Khot,  Lord 
Erolyn,  Viict. 
F.scou,B. 
Estcourt,  T.  O.  B. 
Famhan,  B.  B. 
Fellowes,  E. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A. 
Filmar,  Sir  B. 
Fit2roy,Capc. 
Fitiroy,  hon.  If. 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Ffolliott,J. 
Forester,  hn.  G.  C.W. 
Fortter,  M . 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,J.Milo€a 
Gladsiooe,rt.|io.W.E. 
Gordon,  hon.  Capl. 
Ciore,  H. 
Gort,  W.  O. 


Gore,  W.  R.  Q. 

(toriog,  C. 

Graham,  rt.  ho.  Sir  J. 

Graoby,  Marquesa  of 

Greenall,  P. 

Gregory,  W.  II. 

(irey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  (». 

Grifflsdiich,T. 

(irimston,  Visct. 

Uule,  R.  B. 

Halford,  II. 

Hamilton,  W.  J. 

Hamilton,  Lord  C. 

Harcourt,  G.  (i. 

Hardingc,rt.hn.SirH. 

Hardy,  J. 

Ilawkes,T. 

Hayes,  Sir  E. 

Heathcole,  Sir  W. 

Heneage,G.  H.  W. 

Heneage,  E. 

Henley,  J.  W. 

Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 

Herbert,  hoo.  S. 

Hobbottse,  rt.hn.  Sir  J. 

Hodgioo.  R. 

Ilogv,  J.  W. 

Holds  worth,  J. 

Houldsworth,  T. 

Holmea,hn.W.Ari. 

Hope,  hon.  C. 

IIope,G.  W. 
Hornby,  J. 

HowidK,  Vi«:t. 

Ilutt,  W. 
Ingesire,  Visct. 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  If. 
Jermyo,  Earl 
Johnaoo,W.G. 
JoUifle.SirW.G.  H. 
Jooea,CepC. 
Kemble,  H. 
Koatcfalmll,  right  boa. 

SirE. 
Knight,  If.  G. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Knightley,  Sir  C. 
LaboQchere,rt.  hn.  If. 
Langfton,  J.H. 
Law,  hoo.  C.  E. 
Lawton,  A. 
Legh,  G.  C. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
Linooln,  Earl  of 
Lockhaft,  W. 
Lowther,  J.  If . 
Lyall,G. 

Lvgon,  hoo.  General 
MacaaUy,rt.  ho.T.B. 
M'Geachy,F.  A. 
Mahon,  Visct. 
Mainwaring,  T. 
Mangles,  R.  D. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
March,  Earl  of 
Martham,  Viacl. 
Maitio,  C.  W. 


Martio,T.  B. 
Martyo,  C.  C. 
Master,  T.  W.  C. 
Mastermao,  J. 
Maunsell,  T.  P. 
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Mitchell,  T.  A. 
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Mundy,  E.  M. 
Murray,  C.  R.  S. 
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O'Brien,  A.  8. 
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Paget,  Lord  W. 
Pilmer,  R. 
Palmerston,  Viict. 
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Rose,  rt.  boo.  Sir  G. 
Round,  C.  G. 
Round,  J. 
Roshbrooke,  Col. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Russell,  C. 
Russell,  J.  D.  W. 
Ryder,  boa.  G.  D. 
Seodow,  Visei. 
Sceriett,  hon.  R.  C. 
Scott,  hoo.  F. 
Seymour,  Sir  II.  B. 
Shaw,  rt.  horn.  F. 
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Sibthorp,  Col. 
Smith,  A. 
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SomenrUle.&rW.M. 
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Stanley,  Lord 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Staunton,  Sir  G.  T. 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  H. 
Sturt,  II.  C. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Tancred,H.  ^. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
Thompson,  Mr.  Aid. 
Thornhill,  G. 
ToUemacbe,  hn.  F  J. 
Tollemache,  J. 
Tomline,  G. 
Trench,  Sir  F.W. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Vemer,  Col. 


Vernon,  G.  H. 
Villiert,  Viict. 
Vivian,  J.  E. 
Wilbrabam,hn.  R.  B. 
Wiltbere,  \V. 
Wodehouse,  E. 
Wood,  C. 
Wood,  Col. 
Wood,  Col.  T. 
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Wortley,  hon.  J.  S. 
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Wyndham,  Col. 
Wynn,  Sir  W.  W. 
Yorke,  hou.  £.  T. 
Young,  J. 
Young,  Sir  W. 

TELLERS. 

Fremantle,  Sir  T. 
Barings  H. 


Oq  the  question  being  again  put, 

Mr.  H.  Berkeley  moved  that  the  Chair- 
man  do  leave  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Curieis  appealed  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  to  know  whether  they  were  to 
remain  there,  at  once  on  the  occasion  of 
the  Reform  Bill,  till  the  sun  shone  upon 
them  in  the  morning?  There  was  no 
discourtesy  meant,  and  he  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  yield. 

The  Committee  again  divided.  Ayes 
84;  Noes  325:  Majority  141. 

Lisi  of  the  Ayes. 
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C.  T. 
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Ellii,  \V. 
Elphinstone,  II. 
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Napier,  Sir  C 
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Pinuvy.  W. 
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Powell,  C. 
'Power,  J. 
Pulsford,  R. 
Rennie,  G. 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Russell,  Lord  £. 
Scott,  R. 
Scrope,  G.  P. 
Seale,Sir  J.  H. 
Sheil,  rt.  hon.  R.  L. 
Smith,  B. 
Somers,  J.  P. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 


Stnitt^B. 
ThonMly^T. 
Troubridfs^  Sir  B.  T. 
Tufoall,  U. 
VUlieit,  hon.  C.  P. 
Villiers,  F. 
Waklcy,  T. 
Wasoo,  R. 
Williams,  W. 
Wood,  B. 
Wood,  G.  W. 

TSLLBM. 

Berkeleyi  boa.  H.  P, 
Corteit,  U.  B. 


Liitofike  Noes. 


A'Court,  Capt. 
Acton,  Col. 
A  dare,  Visct. 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
Aldam,  W. 
Alford,  Visct. 
Allix,J.  P. 
Antrobus,  E. 
Archdall,  M. 
Arkwright,  G. 
Ashley,  liord 
Astell,  W. 
Bagot,  hon.  W. 
Bailey,  J. 
Bailey,  J.,jun. 
BaiUie,  Col. 
Bankes,  G. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
Barrington.  Visct. 
Beckett,  W. 
Benett,  J. 
Bentiock,  Lord  G. 
Beresford,  Major 
Bernard,  Visct. 
Blackburne,  J.  I. 
Blackstone,  W.  S. 
Bodkin,  W.  11. 
Ik>ldero,  II.  Ci. 
Borthwick.  P. 
Botfield,  B. 
Bradshaw,  J. 
Broadley,  H. 
Broadwood,  II. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Brownrigg,  J.  S. 
Bruce,  Lord  E. 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Buckley,  £. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Bunbury,  T. 
Burroughes,  II.  N. 
Cardwell,  E. 
Cavendish, hon. C.  C. 
Chelsea,  Visct. 
Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
Cliolmondeley,  hn.  H. 
Chri<(tmas,  W. 
Christopher,  R.  A. 
Chute,  W.  L.  W. 
Clayton,  K.  R. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 


Clive,  hon.  R.  B« 
Cockbum. 
Collett,  W.  1L 
Comptoo,  H.  C 
Copelaod,  Mr.  AU. 
Corry,  rt.  boo.  EL 
Courtenay,  Visct. 
Cripps,  W. 
Crosse,  T.  B. 
Darner,  bon.  Cd. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,  boa.  W.  H. 
Dickinson,  F.  H. 
Dodd,G. 

Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Douglas,  J.  D.  S. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncombe,  boo.  A. 
Duncombc,  boo.  O. 
Du  Pre,  C.  O. 
F^i,  J.  a 
Eaton,  R.  J. 
Egerton,  Lord  P. 
Eliot,  Lord 
Emlyn,  Visct. 
F^scott,  B. 
Estcourt,  T.  G.  B. 
Farnham,  £•  B.  ; 
Fellowes,  £. 
Filmer,  Sir  E. 
Fiuroy,  Capt. 
Fiuroy,  bon.  H. 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Ffolliott,  J. 
Forester,  bn.  G.  C.  W. 
Fuller,  A.  £. 
Gaskell,  J.  Milnos 

Gladstone,it.  ho.  W.B. 
Gordon,  boo.  Cape 
Gore,  M. 
Gore,  W.  R.  G. 
Goring,  C. 

Graham,  rt.  boo.  Sir  J. 
Granby,  MarqiMH  of 
Greenall,  P. 
Gregory,  W.  II. 
Grimsditch,  T. 
<inmston,  Vise. 
Hale,  R.  B. 
Ualford,  II. 
llaniltoo,  W.  J. 
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Himillon,  Lord  C. 
Ilardinge,  rt.hn.Sirll. 
lUrdy,  J. 
Ilawkei,  T. 
liayet.  Sir  R. 
IleathcotCy  Sir  \V. 
Ht  neage,  G.  II.  W. 
lleiieagv,  K. 
Henley,  J.  W, 
Ilepburi),  Sir  T.  D. 
lierberi,  hon.  S. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Houldswurth,  T. 
Holmes,  hon .  W.A'Ct. 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Hope,  (i.  W. 
Hornby,  J. 
Ingefttre,  Viici. 
Ingli^  Sir  11.  H. 
Jenny  D,  Earl 
Johnion,  W.  G« 
Jonet,  CapU 
Kemble,  H. 
Knatchbull,  right  hon. 

Sir  £. 
Knight,  H.  G. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Knighiley,  Sir  C. 
Langiton,  J.  H. 
Ijaw,  hon.  C.  £. 
Lawson,  A. 
Legh,  G.  C. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lockhart,  W. 
Lowther,  J.  H. 
Lyall,  G. 
Lvgon,  boo.  Geo. 
ftl<K.»eachy,  F.  A. 
Mainwaring,  T. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
March,  Fjirl  of 
Marshani,  Visct. 
Martin,  C.  W. 
Martin,  T.  B. 
Martyn,  C.  C 
Master,T.  W.C. 
Mastermao,  J. 
Mauntell,  T.  P. 
Meynell,  Capt. 
Milnet,  K.  M. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
Mordaunt,  Sir  J. 
Morgan,  O. 
Mundy,  £.  M. 
Murray,  C.  R.  S. 
Neeld,  J. 
Neville.  R. 
Nicholl,  rt.  hou.  J. 
Norreyi,  Lord 
Northland,  Viict 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
O'Brieu.  W.  S. 
Owen,  Sir  J. 


racke,C.W. 
Paget,  Lord  W. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Pemberton,  T. 
Pigot,  Sir  R. 
Polhill,  F. 
Prini{le,  A. 
PruthiTOC,  r. 
Pusey,  P. 
Kashleigh,  W. 
Rawdon,  ('ol. 
ReaUe,  W.M. 
Rtid.SirJ.  R. 
Reptun,  G.  W.  J. 
Richards,  R. 
Rose,  rt.  hn.  Sir  G. 
Round,  C.G. 
Round,  J. 
Rushbrooke,  Col. 
Ruaiell,  C. 
Rutsell,J.  I).  \V. 
Scarlett,  bon.  R.  C. 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Shaw,  rt,  hon.  F. 
Shirley,  K.  P. 
Sibthoq),  Col. 
Somerset,  Lord  <i. 
Soroerton,  Visct. 
Somerfille, Sir  W.  M. 
Sotheron,  T.  H.  S. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  H. 
Sutton,  bon.  H.  M. 
Tancred,  H.  W. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
Thompson,  Mr.  Aid. 
Thomhill,  G. 
Tomline,  G. 
Trevor,  bon.  G.  R. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tyrell,Sir  J.T. 
Vere.  Sir  C.  B. 
Vemer,  Col. 
Vernon,  G.  II. 
Villiers,  Visct. 
Vivian,  J.  K. 
Wilbrabam,  hon.  R.B. 
Wilshere,  W. 
Wodehouse,  E. 
Wood,  Col. 
Worsley,  Lord 
Wortley,  hon.  J.S. 
Wyndham,  Col.  C. 
Wynn,  Sir  W.  W. 
Yorke,  hon.  E.  T. 
Young,  J. 
Young,  Sir  W. 

TBLLCaS. 

Frenantlr,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  H. 


On  the  qtiettioD  being  again  put, 

Mr.  Bernal  moved,  that  the  Chtirman 

VOLLXI.    {22} 


do  report  progress,  and  Ask  leave  to  liC 
again. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  there  had  been  two 
divisions  the  other  night  on  this  question, 
and  he  thought  the  time  bad  arrived  when 
the  House  might  with  propriety  either 
oflirm  or  reject  the  resolutions.  The  sense 
of  the  House  had  been  sufficiently  mani- 
fested. He  must  foresee  the  necessary 
termination  of  such  a  contest,  but  he  pro* 
tested  ngainst  such  a  course  of  proceeding. 
He  thought  he  might  be  allowed  to  bring 
in  the  bill,  that  the  House  might  see  the 
machinery  by  which  he  proposed  to  mo?a 
some  of  the  causes  of  complaiot.  No  in- 
ferences could  be  drawn  by  reference  to 
the  act  of  1806,  and  it  would  be  far  better 
to  have  the  bill  before  them.  Foreseeing, 
however,  as  he  bad  stated,  how  such  a 
contest  must  inevitably  end,  he  would  not 
trouble  the  House  by  pressing  another 
division. 

Mr.  W.  Cowptr  was  understood  to  say, 
that  they  had  at  last  gained  the  advantage 
of  allowing  their  constituents  to  express 
their  opinion.  He,  for  one,  had  received 
from  his  constituents  their  impretsiona 
upon  the  subject ;  and  he  believed  every 
constituency,  when  they  bad  the  opporto- 
nity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  de- 
tails of  the  measure,  would  unequivocally 
exprcM  their  sentiments  against  it.  He, 
therefore,  should  vole  to  give  them  the 
utmost  time  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Cobden  was  anaiona  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  a  misapprehension  which 
might  possibly  go  forth  upon  the  statement 
just  made  by  the  right  hon.  Bsronet.  The 
rirrht  lion.  Baronet  threw  upon  the  Oppo- 
sition the  responsibility  of  the  driay  which 
would  be  occasioned  by  their  not  coming 
to  a  division  upon  the  resolution  that 
night.  He  apprehended  that  it  would  not 
be  rompetcnt  to  the  right  hon.  BHroiet  to 
bring  in  his  bill,  even  if  the  House  had 
allowed  the  vote  upon  the  main  question 
to  be  taken.  The  House  at  its  rising  was 
to  adjourn  tdl  Monday  the  4ih  of  Ap  it : 
the  resolution,  therefore,  if  adopted  by  ine 
Huuse,  could  not  be  reported  ;  and  for  the 
same  reason  no  bill  founded  upon  it  roiild 
be  introduced.  It  was  only  just  to  the 
country  and  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  voted  for  the  adjournment,  to  observe, 
that  no  real  delay  was  occasioned  in  the 
progress  of  the  measure  by  the  course 
which  had  been  adopted. 

Colonel  SU>thorp  could  entertain  no 
doubt  as  to  what  was  the  real  object  of 
2R 
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it;  and  he  mutt  reterfe  to  himself  the 
power  or  commuoicatiDg  with  them,  and 
making  such  modifications  in  the  dettils 
at  might  appear  desirable.  He  had  brought 
forward  these  meisurei,  financial  and 
commercial,  as  a  whole,  and  with  the 
sincere  desire  and  intention  to  do  justice 
as  far  as  possible  between  the  prodiiring 
and  commercittl  clasicsoftliecuuiniunity. 
Subsequent  reHection  had  confirmed  him 
io  the  opinion,  that  thou(;h  thu  tarifl* 
affected  many  interests,  yet  that,  on  the 
whole,  the  arrangements  he  had  proposfd 
were  jutt,  and  it  was  his  intention,  with 
reference  to  the  general  principle  of  the 
measure,  to  uphold  them. 

Lord  J.  Rusitll  said,  that  an  amended 
edition  of  the  tariff,  having  errors  of  the 
press  corrected,  and  containing  many  al* 
terations,  which  on  consideration  might 
be  deemed  ndvisable,  had  been  promised 
to  be  ready  on  the  meeting  of  the  lluufto. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  thit  amended 
edition  were  now  readv,  or  whether  it 
would  be  soon  prepared  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  had  stated  generally  he 
could  not  lead  the  House  to  expect  any 
important  alteration  in  the  tariff.  Various 
trades  were,  however,  anxious  to  state 
their  views  to  the  Government,  and  those 
communications  were  still  going  on.  It 
was  desirable  that  the  Government  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  an  expla- 
nation of  the  views  of  the  different  parties 
before  reprinting  the  tariff,  which  would 
be  done  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible.  He 
would  undertake  to  say,  that  all  the  parties, 
or  the  greater  portion  of  them,  who  asked 
interviews  with  the  Government,  would  be 
heard  by  Monday  next;  and  on  that  day 
he  would  lay  the  amended  tariff  on  the 
fable  of  the  House.  Though  he  proponed 
to  make  modifications  io  details,  the  ge- 
neral principle  would  be  adhered  to. 

Forced  ETniF.Qt'ER  Bil:.s.]  On  the 
motion  of  Sir  R.  Peel,  the  Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  forged 
Exchequer*bitls  Bill  was  read. 

The  bill  recommitted. 

Clauses  1,2,3,  and  4  agreed  to  with 
verbal  amendments. 

On  clause  />  being  read. 

Sir  T,  Wilde  said,  he  wished  to  submit 
to  the  committee  certain  alterations  which 
he  propoie<l  to  make  in  the  present  clause 
and  also  io  subsequent  clauses,  and  he 
ibovghl  it  would  save  time  if  bt  now  staled 


the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  propose 
them.    The  present  clause,  as  well  as 
every  other  clause  in  the  bill,  should,  he 
thought,  be  read  with  a  reference  to  the 
s|)ccrlics  which  the  rii;ht  hon.  Gentleman 
nt  the  head  of  the  Government  and  the 
("hanccUor  of  the  Exchequer  made  when 
the  bill  was  brought  in,  became  from  them 
the  ol>jcct  of  the  Government  could  be 
best  understood.     He  owned,  that  he  was 
somewhat  disappointed  and  surprised  to 
ascertain  that  the  alterations  he  intended 
to  propose  were  supposed  to  be  open  to 
objection ;  for  he  certainly  had  not  the 
slightest  wish  to  embarrass  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Government,  but  merelv  a 
desire  to  carry  into  effect  what  he  under- 
stood to  be  the  object  of  the  Government 
in  proposing  the  bill.     He  was  not  now 
awaic  that  any  part  of  the  amendments  he 
proposed  couia  have  the  effect   in    any 
degree  of   frustrating  that  object.     The 
present  clause  related  to  the  duties  im- 
posed on  the  commissioners,  and  it  was, 
of  course,  of  great  importance  that  no 
question  shmild  hereafter  arise  as  to  what 
was  the  intention  of  the  liCgislature  with 
rrspect  to  these  duties.     What  it  was  in- 
tended the  commiuioners  should  do  ought 
to  be  clearly  defined ;  for  on  the  duties 
which  the  commiuioners  would  be  called 
on  to  execute  depended  important  interests. 
In  them  might,  perhaps,  be  involved  the 
ruin  of  many  very  respectable  persons. 
There  were  among  the  number  to  be  af* 
fected  by  the  bill  persons  whose  interests 
at  stake  amounted  to  30,()00/.,  40,000/., 
and  50,000/. ;  and  though  they  might  b% 
in  such  a  condition  of  life  as  to  prevent  so 
fatal   a  consequence  as  ruin  from  being 
the  result  of  the  loss  of  that  property,  yet 
it  was  obvious  that  the  bill  was  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  them.      In   pro« 
posing  alterations  in  the  present  clause  his 
object  was  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of 
the  Government,  and  to  do  nothing  more* 
He  had  attended  to  the  speeches  made  on 
the  introduction  of  the  Inll,  and  as  there 
was  then  little  discuukm  or  expression  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  justice  or  policy 
of  that  House  paying  the  alleged  rorgea 
public  securities,  and  as  a  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  deprecated  anydtscuMion 
on  that  point  until  the  facts  were  brought 
before  the  House  by  the  report  of  the 
commissioners,  he  did  not  presume  at  that 
time  to  offer  any  remarks  to  the  Hoose^ 
though  it  oGcuned  to  him  that  some  of 
the  stateoMota  made  od  the  oeoeion  gatt 
2R2 
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i  coloar  to  the  ette  which  did  not  properlT  a  view  to  the  dixovcfy  vf  iht 

beloog  to  It.     Bot  now  it  waa  eztremelf  into  iW  ea«  of  e»«fy  om 

iropoftaDt  10  uke  care  that  the  bill  should  docuoieni  purpcniy  to  be 

pre«ni  the  c«ie  to  the  Hcu«  in  a  proper  "**'*^"  ■*"**  ,^  'xT^J?.? 

•hape.  to  eoable  it,  when  ihe  report  cf  the  ,-,^,3,  ^^.^  ^^  j,„^  repett  10  hci 

ccflDmiuioDerf  came  before  it,ro«Jel£rm«rie  t.ev  sba;!  &nJ  cooceniiBg  the 

en  the  qoestioQ  of  the  proprirtf  of  p>vin^  isiJ-:,  circul^noa,  depottt,  or 

the  bill-holden.     It  wai d.-i:iRc:!v  fttaeeii.  «▼«:;  tuch  docooicni,  aad  csf 

that  it  wM  not  intended  to  de  e»t-:  to  the  «4ni€r  ihe  ownen  or  hoUcn  of 

commiMiocen  the  p'wer  of  pror.ouncine  meni*  rec«iT«i ibe  Mie ;  wiie«er 

J           •       ■         -  L  K^r  other  btlU.  aod  if  mil  10  what  ^hhi 

anv  opirnon  or  deierminatr^D  with  respett  .         •«•*••  ••^"  "wt  '".^~  ^" 

'  ,  r^     ,  .           _,                                v^  e\ct»«nii:e  was  made,  or  whecher  bv  1 

to  ihe.r  claims.     The  commiuioneri  were  .„  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  otberwe,  awd  tf  •• 

to   aicertaiD   the  facu  of  the  caie,  and,    nte  of  pu:;ka*e ;  or  whetbrr  by  way  of    ^ 

those  facts  being  ascertained,  the  matter  •  as  Mcuhties  for  loan  of  moocyvawd  if  wift 
was  then  ro  come  back  to  the  House;  and  ;  what  rate  of  ioteresi  aod  for 
it  was  for  the  House  to  consider  the  course  !  l<»c»  •«'«  made,  and  wbtcher 
which  it  would  be  proper  and  judicious  to    '«««»«*,  and  if^, how  often  aod  far 
pursue.  .  Among  orheJ^bser^aiion.  made  ^  ^^  nm^^^*r:c^:JSl';L:i; 
hj  the  right  hon.  GenUeman  opposite,  it    course  of  business  wd  •heiher  theyc 
was  said,  that  the   Hoase  should  be  cau-  ;  aoy  and  «bai  means  of  inquiry  imo 
tious  in    indicating  any  opinion   on    the  |  nuinene^s  of  such  docomcnis;  and  aS 
propriety  of   paying  tLese   for(;ed    bills,  I  matters  and  things  whereby,  ia  the 


because  such  a  proceeding  might  involve  *^«  »**d  cofflmifstooen,  the  truth 
a  principle  of  vast  imporunce  lo  the  pub-  '«^  >^«»*'»  touching  the  preaisca." 
lie  ;  and  might,  according  to  the  observa-  These  were  the  lereral  iDquiriet  I0 
tions  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  made  by  the  commissioDen»  and  il 
the  Exchequer,  have  the  effect  of  prevent-  j  be  inferred  from  the  cireomataiice  of  t1 
ing  in  the  receipt  and  circulation  of  public  \  re^xirt  being  ordered  to  be  laid  befm 
•ecuritiei  that  caution  and  care  on  which  j  House  that  the  House  would  be  pal  b 
the  public  safety  depended.  At  he  ap-  possession  of  all  the  informatioo  racH 
prehended,  the  whole  foundation  on  which  ;  by  the  commitsionera.  Bat  the  words  ia 
these  bill-holders  could  expect  the  public  |  clause  he  had  just  read  directing  tW 
to  relieve  them  from  loss,  if  their  bills  miwioners  to  report  *' what  they  shtti 
turned  out  to  be  forged,  was  this:  that  by  !  would  prevent  this  result :  for  though  ihsf 
reason  of  ihe  misconduct  of  a  certain  1  might  appear  technical,  they  were  psfffhcl* 
public  officer,  effected  through  the  want  \  ly  well  understood  in  all  legal  pmcrcd 
of  a  sufficient  control  and  check  in  Ins  ings,  and  would  be  well  tmdefsiood  bj 
departoieni,  they  had  been  subject  to  a  ■  t«o  of  the  commissioners,  who  were 
;;reat  fraud,  committed  against  them,  and  of  legal  knowledge  and  habits^  to 
cor.i^fjijent  loss.  This  was  consistent  wi'h  that  they  were  to  report,  not  the  evi 
that  f^ene^al  principle,  the  justice  of  uhirh  but  their  conclusions  to  be  drawn  fn 
no  one  would  dispute,  that  if  the  a^enM  tviJence.  Following  up  the  oljeet,  as  he 
of  an  inditidual  were  aMe,  in  con^quenre  conceived,  of  the  GoveroMeat,  in  iam- 
of  the  want  of  proper  caution  on  th-f  pirt  during  the  b-ll,  he  should  propose  the  a4* 
of  the  principal,  to  commit  frauds  on  tlie  |  dition  '.f  (lie  words  directing  them  10  va* 


public,  the  principal  should  be  the  sufferer.  !  |iort  **  the  evidence  which  shall  be  lakcw 
and  not  the  victims  of  the  fraud.  From  '  by  them.'*  as  well  as  *'whal  they  shaB 
having  been  counsel  to  Mr.  Beiumont  >  find."  Of  course  there  could  be  ao  ak 
Smith,  he  was  aware  of  the  importance  of '  jection  to  the  commisstoneri  ntpnrliag 
having  this  principle  brought  into  di«cus.  ihf^ir  opiniJii;  bit,  at  the  same  tioM,  ic 
sion  on  the  presentation  of  the  report  of  I  wa<  efs^ntiil  that  the  House  should  haoar 
the  commissioners,  but  he  did  not  believe  j  the  premises  from  which  that  opinion  waa 
it  would  arise.  He  had  looked  at  the  bill  J  drjwn.  Rccr Meeting  what  was  said,  mi 
lo  see  what  the  commissioners  were  re- !  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  respect inr  iha 
quired  to  do,  and  what  to  report.  The  ■  oecr-s«iiy  Ttr  a  stringent  inquiry,  and  tha 
clause  the  committee  were  at  present  con-  propriety  nf  laying  the  most  accurals  !■• 
siderm^,  enacted,^  forina'inii  before  the  Huuse,  be  coald  na* 

"  T!.ai  the  Slid  tommiMioiieri  >h^:i.  by  nil  '  dilv  ronoei*.-  that  the  words  intfodaecd, 
such  means  as  to  them  may  appear  beti,  With  ;  requifing   ilie    commissiooeis    to 
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*'  what  lliey  ihail  find,"  were  inlf  ndcr]  to 
rneel  all  that  wat  propotcrJ.  Hut  ihcy 
would  have  no  such  etTect;  and  he  deem- 
ed it  of  great  importance  to  the  josticc  of 
ihit  case  that  the  evidence  nhoiild  be  laid 
before  the  House.  He  might  be  told,  per-  | 
haps,  that  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  the 
commissioners  would  lay  it  before  ihe 
House  ;  but  still  it  would  be  more  satis- 
factory to  have  the  clause  drawn  m  an 
eiplicit  manner,  directing  them  to  report 
the  evidence.  No  party  with  honest  views 
could  desire  any  concealment.  He  had  \ 
given  notice  of  an  alteration  he  intended  ( 
to  propose  in  the  preamble,  and  which 
would  operate  on  the  present  clause.  As 
it  stood  It  suggetted  the  expediency  of  the 
commissioners  inquiring  into  the  means 
whereby  these  documents  came  into  the 
hands  of  parties.  He  proposed  to  intro- 
duce words  declaratory  of  the  expediency 
of  an  inquiry  also  into  the  means  whereby 
these  documents  were  made  and  issued. 
The  insertion  of  the  word  **  issued  "  was 
necessary  to  make  the  preamble  corre- 
spond with  the  subsequent  enactment.  In 
Older  that  the  case  might  be  properly 
brought  before  the  House,  the  House 
must  know  whether  this  fraud  had  been 
committed  notwithstanding  the  observance 
of  due  care  and  caution,  and  committed 
io  such  a  manner,  and  under  such  cir* 
curottancet,  that  no  prudent  foresight  for 
the  future  could  protect  the  public  against 
a  similar  injury ;  or  whether  it  had  been 
the  result  of  such  an  imperfect  system,  j 
that  very  little  care  and  caution  would 
suffice  to  protect  the  public  in  future. 
But  certainly,  unless  the  House  were  made 
aware  of  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  it  would 
not  be  able  to  form  an  accurate  judgment 
as  to  whether  the  fraud  had  arisen  from 
circumstances  necessarily  incidental  to  the 
existence  of  such  securities,  or  merely 
from  an  imperfect  system  capable  of  cure. 
He  believed  that  tne  present  fraud  had 
been  committed,  not  from  any  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  now  occupying 
Ihe  department,  but  from  the  pursuit  of  a 
system  which  bad  been  thought  sufficient 
by  several  socceMive  officers  to  protect 
■gainst  fraud.  If  it  should  turn  out  that 
that  which  the  public  bad  a  right  to  look 
to  as  authentic  evidence  of  the  genuine- 
ness of  those  bills— namely,  the  official 
seal — if  it  should  turn  out  that  that  bad 
been  so  careleuly  attended  to  that  any 
person  could  obtain  acccM  to  it,  then 
would  be  aay  that  want  of  doe  care  and 


caution  had  been  the  sole  cauie  of  the 
romniisftion  of  the  fraud.  Therefore  did 
he  wish  to  suggest  that  the  commissionera 
appointed  by  the  bill  before  the  House 
should  report  under  what  circumstances 
those  Kxche<)uer-bills  had  been  made  and 
issued.  He  was  aware  that  a  prior  report 
had  been  made,  but  he  had  reason  to 
think  that  it  did  not  contain  all  the  evi* 
dcncc  which  had  been  given.  He  did  not  • 
mean  to  say,  that  there  had  been  any  in- 
tentional suppression  of  important  evi- 
dence, but  that  evidence  might  have  been 
withheld  which  was  considered  irrelevant. 
He,  however,  had  reason  to  believe,  that 
evidence  had  been  given  which  wat  highly 
important,  and  quite  relevant  to  this  part 
of  the  subject,  which  did  not  appear  in 
the  report  to  which  he  alluded.  His  de- 
sire was,  that  the  House  should  be  in  pos- 
session of  the  whole  facts  of  the  case,  in 
order  that  it  might  exercise  a  sound  dis- 
cretion. It  was  necessary  to  know  under 
what  circumstances  the  bills  in  question 
were  made,  in  order  that  they  might  see 
whether  the  fraud  had  been  ihe  result  of 
an  imperfect  system,  before  they  proceed- 
ed to  the  second  stage  of  ibe  question— 
namely,  whether  the  bilUholders  had  done 
all  that  they  ought  to  have  done  on  re- 
ceiving those  bills,  llie  first  alteration, 
then,  which  he  should  suggest  would  bo 
an  investigation  into  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  bills  were  made,  his  ob- 
ject being,  if  it  should  turn  out  that  the 
bill-holders  were  true  and  bond  Jide  bill- 
holders,  who  had  received  those  bdls  ho- 
nestly and  with  due  caution,  to  prevent 
its  being  said  to  them  hereafter,  "We 
know  you  are  honest  men,  we  see  you 
are  unfortunate,  and  we  pity  tou  ;  but 
it  is  of  great  importance  to  ttie  public 
that  those  securities  should  be  maintained 
and  such  misfortunes,  being  inseparable 
from  them,  must  occasionally  happen.** 
.\nother  alteration  he  proposed  lu  this 
clause  was,  that  the  bills  which  the  bill- 
holders  held  should  be  stated  in  a  distinct 
schedule.  He  had  reason  to  believe,  in 
the  first  place,  that  Rapallo  had  still 
1 00,000/.  worth  of  bills  of  the  same  cha- 
racter in  his  possession ;  and  that  being 
the  caacy  it  seemed  to  bim  expedient  that 
the  House  should  not  say  what  course  it 
would  take,  lest  he  (Rapallo)  might,  by 
foreseeing  what  that  course  was  to  be, 
induce  persons  to  take  those  bills.  The 
House  must  therefore,  take  care,  while  it 
put  itself  in  a  position  of  doing  jostica  tO 
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certain  bill-holders,  whose  oames  were  per- 
fectly familiar  at  the  holders  of  the  bills, 
^,  that  persons  should  not  hereafter  come 
forward  and  prefer  other  claims  upon  the 
bills  now  in  Rapallo*s  possession.  He 
therefore  proposed  that  the  bills  should  be 
described  in  a  separate  schedule.  There 
would  be  no  difficulty  within  a  week  of 
obtaining  the  name  of  every  bill-holder. 
None  of  those  bills  were  under  1,000/.; 
they  were  not  scattered  through  the  coun- 
try 9  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  they  would 
all  be  found  in  London.  In  order  to  pro- 
tect the  public  against  a  future  claim  they 
might  require  official  notice  to  be  given 
by  the  present  holders  of  their  claiming 
payment  of  those  bills.  He,  therefore, 
proposed  that  the  present  holders  of  the 
bills,  with  their  names,  and  a  description 
of  the  bills  in  their  possession,  or  a  de- 
scription of  the  bills  without  their  names, 
should  be  set  forth  in  the  schedule.  By 
the  8lh  clause  a  power  was  given  to  any 
of  her  Majesty's  Judges  to  award  a  writ 
for  bringing  up  any  person  in  the  criminal 
custody  to  be  examined,  if  the  judge 
should  so  think  fit,  and  here  he  proposed 
to  add,  after  the  words,  **  at  his  discre- 
tion," the  following — 

"Upon  the  certificate  of  »uch  com  mis  • 
sioncrs,  or  any  two  of  ihein,  that  the  cvi- 
dence  of  any  such  person  is  necessary  to  the  ef- 
fective prosecution  of  the  inquiries,  or  uny  of 
them,  directed  by  this  act.*' 

He  next  proposed  to  add  a  clause  which 
he  understood  was  the  subject  of  some 
attention.    That  clause  was, 

"  And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  several  and  respective 
persons  claiming  to  be  botia  JiJe  holders  of 
the  several  documents  purporting  to  he  Kx- 
chequer-bills,  which  are  mentioned  and  de- 
scribed in  the  same  schedule  here  underwritten, 
or  any  of  them,  to  attend  and  be  heard  by 
themselves,  their  attornies  and  council,  bi*fure 
the  said  commissioners,  and  to  piotluce  such 
evidence  before  ihe  said  comniDsiuners  in  re- 
lation to  the  matters  nfeirvd  to  thein  as  such 
person  or  persons  mny  be  ud\ised,  in  suih 
iiiaiiner,  and  at  such  time  ur  tiroes  a**  the  said 
commissioners  shall  ordt-r,  appoint,  and 
dircLt." 

()\  course  those  rommissioncrs  must 
have  the  power  of  controlling  and  direct- 
ing the  proceedings  for  the  purpose  of 
due  order  and  convenience.  It  would  be  ! 
observed  that  the  nature  of  the  inquiry 
'nv:^ested  in  the  .'>th  clause  extended  to 
the  nuinner  of  possession,  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  bills  were  received 


whether  in  exchange  for  other  bilkk 
Now,mf  oyof  the  persons  holding  iheNfaili 
were  entirely  unused  to  legtl 
or  to  the  manner  of  tubmittiiig 
and  of  putting  questionsj  and  were  «i 
prised  altogether  of  that  tpecin  of  cvk 
dence  which  it  might  be  nccMsafj  to  w^ 
duce,  in  order  to  found  agiteo  cooelaiMM. 
There  was  nothing  more  reaaoubk  Hmm 
that  they  should  have  profeasioiial  mmf^ 
ance,  that  they  should  be  heard  hg 
counsel,  and  that  they  should  hsupe  the 
power  of  producing  and  exaaiioing  «iU 
nesses,  and  of  cross-examinbg  anj  «ilp 
nesscs  that  might  be  called  agaiosl  thcM. 
Now,  the  5th  clause  provided  that  iht 
comniiuioners  should  not  merelv  iai 
but  "  report  what  they  shall  fiad 
cerning  the  manner  of  the  isauet*  &c^ 
in  other  words,  give  their  own  infc 
and  conclusions  from  the  evidence.  If  iha 
commissioners  were  simply  to  take  iha 
evidence  and  report  upon  it,  then  ji 
would  tiot  require  more  than  that 
and  attorney  should  have  the  power  of 
examining  the  witnesses.  Butt  V  aay 
power  of  judgment  be  delegated  to  iha 
commissioners,  then  must  it  be  apparani 
— unless  all  such  proceedings  in  courtaof 
justice  were  8ii|)crfluous — that  the  several 
parties  interested,  whose  conmeieial 
existence,  perhaps,  depended  on  tha 
issue,  should  bo  allowed  to  have  profaa" 
sionul  assistance.  It  might  be  said,  that 
such  a  course  would  take  up  much  timm ; 
but  was  time  to  be  put  in  conpetitKMi 
with  the  satisfactory  elucidation  of  tba 
truth  in  a  matter  of  io  much  importaooef 
Besides,  to  none  would  a  saving  of  timm 
be  more  useful  than  to  those  very  paitiea 
to  many  of  whom  he  believed  delav  waa 
almost  as  bad  as  absolute  ruin.  They  it 
was  who  had  the  greatest  interest  in  bMla 
and  expedition,  and  he  knew  of  no  reaaon 
which  her  Majesty's  (jovernment  coold 
have  fur  haste  that  must  not  operate  in  a 
tenfold  degree  as  regarded  the  partka 
interested  in  the  transaction.  If  the  it* 
ports  of  the  commissioners  were  to  be  of 
any  avail,  he  maintained  that  these  partiea 
should  be  permitted  to  have  couniel* 
The  other  clause  which  he  proposed 


**  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  sakl 

sioners  are  hereby  required  to  nett  for  IIm 
prosecution  of  the  inquiries  directed  by  lUa 
act  at  such  time  and  times  and  at  such  placei 
.i!k  the  Ix>rds  Commissioners  of  her  M^tsty*! 
Treasury  shall  appoint ;  and  the  said  com* 
luissioners  are  hereby  required  to  report  apea 
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the  Mveral  mfttlen  and  thiogt  hereby  referred 
lo  them,  withio  months  from  ihe  passing 

of  this  act,  or  within  such  further  and  other 
time  2s  the  s^id  I^rds  CommisnioniT^  of  her 
Majesty's  Treasury  shall  name  and  ap|K)inl.*' 

Me  had  the  greatest  confidence  in  Mr. 
Sergeant  Stephen  and  the  Kdrl  of  Devon, 
with  whom  he  wai  acquainted,  and  he  had 
DO  doubt  of  the  desire  and  ability  of  the 
other  gentlemen  to  ditcharf^e  the  duty  of 
commitiioncr  with  every  efliciency,  as  he 
was  sure  the  Government  would  not  ap- 
point any  one  not  deserving  of  confidence, 
but  he  wished  neverthcK'SS  that  a  spur 
ahould  be  given  in  the  way  of  expediting 
the  proccvdmgs.  In  order  that  there 
might  be  no  euibarrassmcnt  thrown  in  the 
way  of  those  proceedings  he  did  not  object 
to  giving  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  the  power  of  enlargement  as 
they  might  think  fit.  To  the  publication 
of  the  evidence  he  could  see  no  possible 
objection,  and  in  withholding  it  from  the 
public  no  object  could  be  obtained  beyond 
thai  of  screening  tome  individual  or  indi- 
viduals, which  he  was  sure  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  want  to  do.  If  disclosures 
were  required  by  justice,  they  should  be 
made  without  reference  to  their  effect 
upon  certain  individuals,  lie  could  not 
understand  who  the  persons  could  be  of 
such  importance  at  to  impede  a  fair  in- 
quiry into  the  case,  such  an  inquiry  as 
would  enable  the  House  to  do  proper  jus- 
tice to  the  parties.  If  they  turned  out  to 
be  6oiuf  Jide  holders  of  those  biMs  he  was 
sure  the  House  could  have  little  hesita- 
tion in  adopting  that  course  which  justice 
pointed  out ;  and  therefore  was  it  that 
ne  felt  it  his  duty  in  point  of  justice  lo 
submit  these  amendments  to  the  House, 
which  he  preferred  doing  in  an  aggregate 
form  to  taking  them  one  by  one. 

The  Solkitor*  General  said»  he  was  not 
disposed  to  differ  from  many  of  the 
amendments  suggested  by  his  bon.  and 
learned  Friend.  "Die  real  difference  would 
be  as  to  the  mode  of  carrying  those 
amendments  into  effect  The  object  of  the 
commission,  as  he  understood  it,  was  not, 
M  suggested  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  infor* 
nation  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  parlies 
became  the  holders  of  those  Exchequer- 
bills,  but  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
history  of  those  bills,  and  of  tracing  that 
history  from  the  period  at  which  thej 
were  issued  until  tbev  got  into  the  hands 
of  the   preacot  boklen.     The  preaent 


holders  of  them  were  enforcing  no  legal 
ri|;ht ;  they  merely  came  to  the  Govern* 
inent  oskin^  for  compensation  for  forged 
Lxchequer-billi,  and  the  Government 
wished  to  ascertain,  and  clearly  to  ascer« 
lain,  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
had  become  possessed  of  those  bills.  He 
quite  agieed  with  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  that  that  House  and  the  public 
should  be  fully  informed  of  every  circum* 
stance  connected  with  those  bills.  It  was 
never  intended  by  her  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment  that  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
couiniissioners  should  not  be  reported  and 
laid  before  the  House.  The  intention  of 
her  Majesty's  Ciovemment  was,  that  the 
commissioners  should  report  fully  to  the 
House,  or,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
Treasury,  the  report  to  be  subsequently 
laid  before  the  House;  but  he  could  not 
quite  agree  with  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  in  the  propriety  of  compelling  the 
commissioners  to  report  the  whole  of  the 
evidence,  and  of  obliging  the  Government 
to  lay  .the  evidence,  so  reported,  before 
the  House.  He  could  conceive  particular 
instances  in  which  it  might  not  be  judicioua 
or  proper  to  lay  the  evidence  before  the 
House ;  and  he  could  not  help  suggesting 
that  if  it  were  understood  that  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  was  to  be  reported  to  the 
House,  a  full  inquiry  might  be  in  some 
degree  prevented.  He  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  commiuioners,  as  in  all 
ordinary  cases  of  commissions;  but  he 
must  repeat  that  there  never  was  the 
slightest  wish  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  question  should  not  be  fully 
investigated,  and  the  evidence  laid  before 
the  House.  That  being  the  case,  he  should 
hope  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  introduce 
a  clause  compelling  the  commissioners  to 
hear  the  counsel  and  evidence  of  every 
individual  who  chose  to  make  any  com- 
plaint against  the  Government.  It  would 
be  exceedingly  and  obviously  inconvenient 
to  leave  it  discretionary  with  every  holder 
of  these  bills  to  say,  *'  I  am  myself  the 
best  judge  of  what  I  require.  By  act  of 
Parliament  you  are  obliged  to  hear  me. 
You  must  hear  my  counsel,  my  statement, 
my  witnesses,  and  any  one  I  choose  to 
bring  forward,  for  the  Legislature  hat  so 
enacted.**  He  could  not  speak  from  ex- 
perience, but  he  believed  there  was  no 
case  of  a  commission  of  inquiry  in  which 
the  commiasioners  were  compelled  to  hear 
whatever  witnesaea  the  parties  intereelcd 
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might    choose    to    bring    forward.    Tlie 
commissioners  would  conduct  the  inquiry 
according  to  their    discretion— a   course 
which  he  deemed  far  preferable  to  that  of 
rendering  it  imperative  on  them  to  hear 
counsel  and    receive    evidence  in  every 
case,  as  proposed  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend.     His    hon.   and  learned   Friend 
said,  that  the  present  bill-holders  were  not 
interested  in  delay.     Certainly,  the  great 
roau  of  bond  fide  holders  were  not ;  but 
would  his  hoo-  and  learned  Friend  say, 
that  another  description  of  holders  might 
not  be  interested  in  thwarting  this  inquiry, 
and  endeavouring  to  withhold  instead  of 
elicit  the  truth  ?     His  hon.  and  learned 
Friend's  argument,  too,  totally  failed  as 
regarded    the   necessity   of  parties  being 
heard  by  counsel,  as  the  commissioners 
had  not  to  decide  any  matter  connected 
with  the  question.     They  had  only  to  in- 
quire, and  that  inquiry  was  to  be  followed 
by  any  act  which  the  House  might  think 
fit  to  adopt.     They  might  direct  further 
inquiry,   but  if  the  evidence  itself  were 
reported  to  the  House,  as   his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  said  it  ought  to  be,  then, 
he  asked,  could  there  be  any  necessity  for 
allowing  every  bill-holder,  as  well  he  who 
was  interested  in  thwarting  the  proceed- 
ings as  he  who  was  interested  in  getting 
at  the  truth  and    accelerating  the    pro- 
ceedings, to  compel  the  commissioners  to 
bear  him  and  his  counsel  as  long  as  they 
pleased  ?     As  to  the  other  amendments, 
when  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  said  it 
might  be  important  to  ascertain  the  mode 
in  which  these  bills  had  been  made  and 
issued,   it  wai,  no   doubt,  important  to 
know  the   means  under  which  they  got 
into  circulation;  but  if  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  meant  that  this  commission  should 
proceed  on  the  same  inquiry  as  that  com- 
mission which  had  just  reported  to  tlie 
House,  then  he  could  not  help  thinkmg 
that  they  were  imposing  upon  this  com- 
mission that  which  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  do  wlicn  it   was 
appointed,  and  ^hich  did  not  appear  to 
him  to  bear  immediately  on  the  subject ; 
not    that    there  could   be   any   wish   on 
the  part   of    the  Government,  but   that 
the      fullest     investigation     should      be 
made  into  the  mode  in  which  these  for. 
gfries   took  place,    and    the    bills   were 
issued,    and    if  his    hon.    and     learned 
Friend  confined  the  inquiries  of  the  com- 
mifsion  so  far  as  they  were  relevant  to  the 
natter  in  quettioD|  there  would  be  no 


objection  to  them.  With  tctpecl  to 
amendment  which  his  hon.  and 
Friend  proposed  for  achedoliog  all  htim^ 
and  not  to  leave  it  to  the  diacrelioB  of  Ibi 
Government,  his  hon.  and  learned  FkieoJ 
said  there  would  be  no  difficaiKy«  ia 
course  of  a  week  or  two»  la 
a  description  of  all  bills  ffom  all 
now  holders  of  them.  That  aigbt  be  ao  ; 
and,  if  so,  there  would  be  no  oUactioo  lo 
introduce  those  bills  of  which  thcj  oaaM 
get  a  description  into  a  schcdale  to  tho 
act.  But,  at  the  same  time,  he  ihoi^^ 
it  was  not  right  to  confine  the  inqainai 
of  this  act  to  bills  so  scbednlcd,  heeaaao 
there  might  be  other  bilbySnd  thejnighCt 
in  point  of  fact,  be  working  a  great  is* 
justice  by  such  restriction.  Bicept  tint 
there  would  be  no  other  objection  to  tho 
clause  being  altered  in  that  raspecty  il 
might  be  more  convenient  to  discua 
amendments  when  ihey  cane  to 
parts  of  the  bill  where  his  hon.  and  learaod 
Friend  proposed  to  insert  then ;  heeaaao 
the  variation  of  a  phrase  might  poaslUy 
obviate  the  objections  that  were  now 
made  to  some  of  them;  but  he  voold 
add,  that  as  to  this  particular  amendoMOt 
to  have  the  bills  scheduled,  there  wooifl 
be  no  objection  to  do  so  if  the  Oofera* 
ment  were  allowed  to  refer  such  otboT 
bills  as  they  might  think  proper. 

Sir  R.  Inglis  said,  the  question  imno* 
diitely  before  the  committee  bad  refereaca 
to  the  3rd  line  of  the  5th  clause^  in  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Worcaa 
ter  proposed,  af^er  the  word  "anT,'*  to 
insert  the  words  '*  of  the."  Bot  althoagh 
he  took  occasion  to  enter  pretty  largaiw 
into  the  merits  of  this  subject,  jet  bow 
he  and  the  hon.  and  learned  OentleoiaB 
who  followed  him  abstained  from  ezprasa* 
ing  any  opinion  as  to  the  course  which 
the  Government  would  take  towards  tha 
hondjidc  holders  of  these  bills.     He  wonU 


also  abstain  from  eiprcssing  any  opli 
upon  that  point.  As  far  as  he  could  col- 
lect, the  amendments  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite  were  three* 
The  first  had  reference  to  reporting  to  tha 
Crown  in  the  first  instance,  and  through 
the  Crown  to  this  House,  the  evideaea 
which  should  be  taken  by  the  commission; 
by  the  second,  the  commission  was 
powered  to  examine  not  merely  into 
referred  by  the  Treasury,  but  also,  other 
cases  of  bills  mentioned  in  the  scbedala 
of  this  act.  With  regard  to  that  poiat^ 
the  hon.  and  learned  GentleaMtn  had  as« 
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eluded  from  the  ichediile  all  cases  which 
the  (iovernment  might  think  lit  to  submit 
to  the  commission;    but   on   the  under- 
standing which  was  stated  by  the  learned 
•Solicitor-general,  he  entirely  concurred  in 
that  amendment.     As  to  the  third  amend- 
ment, viz.,  — that  parties  should  be  per- 
mitted  to    appear   by   themselves,    their 
counsel,  or  attornies,  he  could  not  give  his 
consent  to  it ;  but  he  cordially  agreed  in  the 
prayer  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
Der  for  Worcester  addressed  to  the  Trea- 
sury, that  no  time  might  be  lost  in  coming 
to  toe  decision  of  this  question.  Personally 
he  had  no  interest  whatever  in  these  Kxche- 
qucr-bdls,  but  he  felt  that  the  most  cruel 
treatment  which  bond  fide  holders  of  these 
bills  could  sustain  was  delay ;  and  he  would 
lay,  that  if  they  could  not   agree  to  a 
limited  period  in  which  the  commission 
should  be  required  to  make  its  report,  at 
least  the  Government  should  exercise  the 
influence   they  possessed   to  induce   the 
commission  to  proceed  as  summarily  as 
was  consistent  with  justice,  so  that  their 
report  might  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  in  the  existing  Session ;  and  that 
something  might  be  done  in  reference  to 
those  who  might  be  bondjide  holders  of 
these  bills — his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
did  not  deny  that  some  were,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  majority  were — to  relieve  them 
from  the  cruel  state  of  embarrassment  in 
which  they  were  at  present  placed. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  that  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  suggestion  that  parties  should 
be  heard  by  themselves,  their  counsel,  or 
attorneys,  they  were  differing  practically 
about  a  shadow.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Worcester  had 
admitted,  that  as  to  two  of  the  commis- 
aioners,  he  had  the  highest  pouible  opinion 
of  them ;  that  the  Earl  of  Devon  and  Mr. 
Sergeant  Stephen  he  knew  to  be  men  of 
high  legal  attainments  and  integrity,  and 
that  two  men  more  fitted  for  the  duties  of 
commissioners  could  not  have  been  found ; 
and  be  (Sir  R.  Peel)  was  sure  that  boo. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  from  what 
they  had  known  of  Mr.  Mitford,  the  third 
commissioner,  in  bis  connection  with  the 
''^reasury,  would  admit,  that  be  wat  as 
bidch  entitled  aa  the  other  two  commis* 
aioners  to  their  favourable  opinion.  It 
was  considered  desirable,  when  the  three 
commissioners  were  appointed,  that  the 
third  should  not  be  a  profeuional  man, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  person  not  con- 
BKled  with  tbeae  comnercial  natteriy  bol 


I  nevertheless  one  possessing  a  knowledge 
of  general  revenue  and  finance.    Mr.  Mit- 
ford pusse^scd  those  qualifications,  and  it 
was   impossible   to  name  any  person  in 
whom  greater  confidence  could  be  placed 
than  in  him.     Those  three  commissioners 
t  having  been  appointed,  the  general  pre« 
I  sumption  was  in  their  favour,  and  that 
they  would  properly  discharge  the  duties 
committed  to  them.     With  respect  to  the 
production  of  the  evidence,  he  agreed  in 
the    general    principle,    that   the   report 
would  be  unsatisfactory  unless  acconpa* 
nied  by  evidence ;  but  it  never  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Government  to  with- 
hold the  evidence  from  the  House.    The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said,  that 
that  evidence  might  bear  hard  on  indi- 
viduals not  now  in  office,  but  who  might 
have  been  in  office,  and  that  on  that  ac« 
count  it  might  be  withheld.     He  agreed 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  that 
no  part  of  the  evidence  should  be  withheld 
merely  on   that  account,  nor  did  he  see 
how  it  could,  because  this  bill  enacted 
that  the  commissioners  should  "  inquire 
into  the  case  of  every  owner  or  holder  of 
any  document  purporting  to  be  an  Es- 
chequer-bill,  which  should  be  referred  to 
them  by  the  commiuioners  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Treasury,  and  should  from  time  to 
time  report  to  her  Majesty  what  they 
should  find  concerning  the  manner  of  the 
issue,  circulation,  deposit,  or  poaseuion 
of  every  such  document."     If  tiiey  found 
there  was  any  negligence  in  makmg  out 
these  bills,  he  did  not  see  how  the  com- 
missioners would  be  warranted  in  refusing 
a  full  investigation  into  that  subject.     Ha 
could  conceive  it  to  be  part  of  the  case  of 
a  holder  of  these  bills  to  show  that  no 
vigilance  or  diligence  on  his  part  could 
have  induced  him  to  take  caution  against 
the  loss  he  had  sustained,  and  therefore 
it  might  be  the  duty  of  these  commissionera 
to  hear  that  case  upon  the  part  of  such 
holder.    He    thought,   however,    it  was 
better  not  to  make  it  imperative  by  lav  to 
publish  every  part  of  tne  evidence  |  for 
he  could  conceive  cases  bearing  upon  the 

Enblic  interest  in  respect  of  the  forgery  of 
Ixchequer-bills,  which  it  waa  not  at  all 
necessary  to  produce,  and  which  it  might 
be  desirable  tfiat  the  commissioners  ahooU 
have  the  discretionary  power  to  produca 
or  not  as  they  thought  proper ;  but,  u  a 
general  rule,  be  thought  that  the  evidence, 
where  it  waa  at  all  material,  whether  it 
bora  bard  on  aoj  indifidaal  or  not,  abotdd 
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be  produced.  He  quite  agreed  with  his 
hon.  Frieud  the  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  Oxford  (Sir  R.  laglis),  that  it  was 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  proceed  with 
the  inquiry  without  delay ;  and,  upon  that 
principle,  he  would  ask,  with  reference  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  whether,  considering 
the  length  to  which  some  speeches  of 
counsel  might  extend,  if  they  gave  an 
absolute  right  to  every  party  to  be  heard 
by  his  counsel  or  attorney,  it  might  not 
have  the  effect  of  protracting  instead  of 
expediting  the  inquiry.  Two  of  the  com- 
missioners were  men  of  great  legal  attain* 
ments,  and  he  trusted  that  the  House 
would  leave  it  to  them  to  determine  as  to 
the  best  mode  to  be  adopted  in  this  respect, 
for  great  inconvenience  might  arise  by 
giving  every  person  of  supposed  interest 
in  these  matters  an  indiscriminate  right  to 
be  heard  by  his  counsel  or  attorney.  The 
real  points  at  iuue  were  exceedingly  nar- 
row. They  had  on  both  sides  agreed  that 
the  inquiry  should  be  full  and  complete, 
and  that  all  the  evidence  in  the  case  of 
individuals,  or  in  the  matter  generally, 
should  be  laid  before  the  House  before 
they  were  called  upon  to  decide  what 
course  should  be  taken  upon  this  subject. 
Lord  /.  Russell  quite  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  points  upon 
which  any  difference  of  opinion  existed 
between  the  Government  and  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Wor- 
cester were  exceedingly  few.  With  respect 
to  the  bills  being  placed  in  a  schedule,  the 
learned  Solicitor-general  had  admitted 
that  there  should  be  a  schedule  of  that 
description,  but  that  power  should  be 
given  to  the  Treasury  to  refer  any  other 
bills  to  the  commissioners.  Upon  that 
point  they  agreed.  With  regard  to  the 
next  point,  as  to  the  publication  of  the 
evidence,  the  learned  Solicitor-general 
said  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  evidence  generally  should 
be  published.  That,  he  thought  would  be 
satufactory,  if  it  were  left  to  the  Crown — 
that  was,  tu  the  Treasury,  rather  than  to 
the  commiuioners,  to  decide  as  to  what 
part  of  the  evidence  should  be  withheld. 
It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners 
to  report  the  whole  of  the  evidence  to  the 
Treasury,  and  it  should  rest  with  the 
Treasury,  and  not  with  the  commissioners, 
to  judge  whether,  upon  the  ground  of 
public  expediency  or  public  feeling,  any 
and  what  part  of  it  should  be  withheld. 


He  therefore  thought  that  the 
of  the  right  hoo.  Baronet  upon  lbs  m 
ject,  with  that  uoderstandiog»  was  an 
factory.  The  only  remaining  poial  i 
as  to  counsel  being  heard,  if  aoy  of  I 
parties  required  it.  They  gave  a  pm 
to  the  commiuioners  to  report  ffon  ll 
to  time,  and  therefore  with  respect  to  oi 
in  which  no  leogtheiitd  inquiry  was  i 
cessary,  the  reports  as  to  ihem  Mad  s 
be  deferred  on  account  of  olhtr  otH 
but  as  to  other  cases,  in  which  dio  mq 
ries  were  more  lengthened,  ho  did  i 
think  the  answer  of  the  right  hon.  BoM 
would  be  quite  satisfactory  to  Ihoae  poiti 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  the  MmI 
for  Worcester  said,  very  tmly,  tliat  t 
established  mode  of  ascertaining  iba  tn 
and  justice  of  any  case  was  by  haaii 
counsel  and  attorneys  at  the  bar«  andtl 
might  be  necessary  now.  As  to  tha  fiai 
for  suppressing  the  use  of  coanul 
account  of  the  proceedings  beiag  Ihvi 
protracted  to  an  incoovenient  lengthptl 
would  remember  that  last  year^  whaa  tl 
were  discussing  the  propriety  of  whai  i 
to  be  done  as  to  the  delays  in  tha  ooi 
of  Chancery,  not  a  word  was  said  that 
was  owine  to  the  length  of  the  ipeecl 
of  counsel  that  those  proceedings  wcia 
delayed,  and  that  therefore  those  spaed 
must  be  abridged,  but  that  further  mei 
must  be  given  for  hearing  those  coaw 
in  the  same  way,  in  other  courts  of  b 
a  party  was  never  deprived  of  tha  asa 
counsel,  but  further  means  were  givao 
their  being  heard.  They  should  ado 
then,  in  this  instance,  a  remedy  of  t 
same  kind,  and,  if  necessary,  have  oil 
commiMioocrs.  It  was  possible^  as  ( 
learned  Solicitor-general  said,  that  ih 
might  be  some  persons  who  had  ool^ 
supposed  interest  in  this  inquiry,  and  d 
it  might  lead  to  a  protraction  of  that 
quiry  for  them  to  be  heard  by  couoial,! 
that  was  such  a  mere  possibility  that  i 
much  weight  could  be  attached  to  it  as 
objection,  and  therefore,  rejoicing  that  tl 
agreed  on  two  of  the  points  proposed 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  he  nuil  i 
that  he  thought  his  hon.  and  lean 
Friend  was  right  in  asking  for  the  oil 
point. 

The  Atiorney-Oeneral  said,  it  wu  I 
tremely  satisfactory  to  6nd  that  the  i 
ferencc  between  the  Government  and 
hon.  and  learned  Friend,  the  lata  So 
citor-General  was  reduced  to  a  aioj 
point.     It  wouldf  no  doubti  ba  bm 
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satitfactoty  that  all  the  evidence  should 
be  reported  to  her  Majeitj,  and  then  that 
•o  much  of  it  as  it  might  be  considered 
inconvenient  or  impolitic  to  publish  should 
be  withheld.  He  also  thought  it  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  come  to  an  arrange- 
ment on  the  other  points ;  and,  notwiih- 
standing  the  anticipated  remark  of  the 
noble  I«ord,  he  did  not  agree  with  hishon. 
and  learned  Friend  as  tu  the  necessitv, 
propriety,  or  benefit  of  giving  every  party 
an  absolute  right  to  be  heard  by  himself, 
his  couusel,  or  attorney, and  '*  to  produce 
such  evidence  before  the  commissioners 
in  relation  to  the  matters  referred  to  them 
as  such  person  and  persons  might  bo  ad- 
vised, in  such  manner  and  at  such  time 
or  times  as  the  said  commissioners  should 
order,  appoint,  and  direct.*"  lie  thought 
it  was  impoMibIc  to  doubt,  that  as  far  as 
any  evidence  or  any  comments  on  that 
evidence  were  calculated  to  throw  light 
on  the  subject,  the  commissioners  named 
in  the  bill  would  do  that  justice  to  the 
public  and  themselves  which  the  case 
called  for ;  and  it  would  be  better  than 
suggesting  a  remedy  by-and-by,  to  leave 
it  entirely  in  their  discretion.  It  would 
be  better  to  wait  and  see  whether  it 
would  be  neccMary  to  give  the  commis- 
sioners any  admonition  as  to  the  re- 
strained and  narrow  way  in  which  they 
exercised  their  discretion,  f  lis  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  had  compared  these  pro- 
ceedings with  what  took  place  in  a  court 
of  law  or  equity ;  and  the  noble  Lord 
seemed  to  think  there  was  an  end  of  all 
argument  on  the  subject  from  the  moment 
he  alluded  to  the  supposed  benefit  of 
counsel  in  any  suit;  but  he  was  sure, 
when  they  considered  what  was  the  course 
of  proceeding  in  every  court  of  law,  and  in 
every  commission  which  issued  similar  to 
this,  or  rather  not  similar  to  this,  for  none 
similar  to  it  had  there  been  before,  and 
then  took  the  trouble  to  compare  them  with 
what  might  take  place  under  the  present 
inquiry,  they  must  immediately  perceive 
the  absolute  necessity  of  leaving  this  as  a 
matter  of  discretion  with  the  commis- 
sioners, instead  of  making  it  imperative 
upon  them.  As  to  actions  at  law,  some 
question  was  always  raised  between  the 

Earties,  which  was  considered  the  issue 
etween  them,  to  which  the  evidence  was 
directed,  and  the  speeches  of  counsel 
were  or  ought  to  be  directed.  It  was  the 
same  in  courts  of  eqnity,  and,  with  re- 
spect to  commissioasi  such  as  were  ap- 


pointed for  distributing  certain  funds 
among  a  number  of  claimants,  every  pir- 
son  made  his  claim ;  each  case  was  a 
suit;  it  was  competent  to  hear  evidence, 
and  the  question  then  was,  whether  a  per- 
son was  or  was  not  entitled,  and  if  he 
were,  then  to  what  amount ;  but  he  could 
conceive  that  there  would  be  no  limit  to 
the  present  inquiry.  Every  party  who 
went  there  might  have  a  pro()Osal  to  make. 
One  might  suggest  one  course  of  proceed- 
ing, another,  another.  Every  party  who 
was  connected  with  one  of  these  bills 
would  have  a  right,  apparently,  by  the 
proposed  clause,  to  go  before  the  com- 
missioners, and  raise  every  possible  issue 
that  could  be  raised,  and  call  evidence  to 
any  extent,  and  address  the  commisaionera 
at  any  length.  He  was  sure  the  House 
would  agree  with  him,  that  nothing  could 
be  more  inconvenient  than  the  existence 
of  a  legal  right  to  prosecute  inquiries  of 
the  nature  proposed  to  any  length  which 
the  parties  might  think  proper.  If  the 
amendments  now  submitted  to  the  House 
were  agreed  to,  who  could  talk  for  a 
moment  of  setting  any  limits  whatever  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  T 
They  would  be  confined  by  no  plea,  there 
would  be  no  issue  joined  ;  the  parties  coo- 
cerned,  their  counsel  and  agents,  might 
wander  into  anv  inquiry,  however  remote, 
and  might  produce  any  evidence,  however 
irrelevanL  If  ever  there  were  an  inquiry 
which  afforded  no  hope  of  being  brought 
to  a  termination,  he  would  take  upon 
himself  to  say,  that  the  inquiry  beibre 
these  commissioners  as  proposed  to  be 
regulated,  or  rather  set  free  from  whole- 
some regulation,  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
Fiiend,  was  of  that  description.  If  wit* 
nesses  were  to  be  produced  and  counsel 
heard  at  the  discretion  of  everv  one  who 
thought  proper  to  make  himself  a  party  to 
the  inquiry,  he  declared  his  inability  to 
see  where  the  proceedings  of  the  commis- 
sioners were  to  terminate.  For  these 
reasons  be  could  not  help  endeavouring 
to  impress  upon  the  House  u  stron|ly  as 
pouible  his  convictioo,  that  it  would  be 
very  much  better  to  leave  to  the  comnis* 
sioners  that  power  with  which  by  the  bill 
it  was  proposed  to  invest  them ;  and  let 
them  upon  their  responsibility  raise  such 
questions,  a^  they  thought  it  right  and 
expedient  to  enter  upon,  and  to  conduct 
their  investigations  in  such  manner  aa 
they  might  think  moat  conducive  to  tho 
public  interest    !(  in  the  course  of  the 
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proposed  proceedings  justice  were  refused  (ion  of  that  subject  till  they  MW  iht 

to  any  one,  the  doors  of  Parliament  were  tion,   extent,   and   nature  of  tb« 

open,  and  he  might  prefer  his  claim  to  which   those  commiuionen   had 

that  House  with  every  reasonable  confi-  form;  at  the  same  time  ho  Modi 

dence  of  obtaining  redress.     When  the  remind  his  hon.  Friend  that  it 

necessity  arose  it  would  be  quite  time  too  much   to  expect    piofetMOBol    IH^ 

enough  for  that  House  to  take  upon  itself  whose    time    and   talents    fbmcd    iM 

the  task  of  dictating  to  the  commissioners  capital — it  would  be  too  moch  to 


on    any  matter  of  detail.     He  was    as  such  men  to  give  up  to  the  poUie  a  MH 

favourable  as  any  one  could  be  to  allow-  quantity  of  that  which  was  ao  fohnlloll 

ing  all  who  thought  they  had  any  rights  them  without  receiving  an j  retonu    1IM| 

to  assert  to  go  before  the  commissioners  were  men  of  high  character  aad 

and  endeavour  to   raise   those   questions  mcnts;  nothing,  thereforet  coold  bo 

which  they  conceived  they  were  entitled  obvious  than  that  they  ought  CO  bo 

to  bring  forward,  but  he  would  leave  it  to  neratcd.     As  to  the  principle  of  flao 

the  commissioners  to  decide  what  subjects  imprisonment    put   forward   bj  tho 

they  would  inquire  into,  and  how  far,  and  speaker,    he    really  must  proleai 

in  what  directions,  they  would  carry  their  that, 

investigations.     lie  would  nor  expose  the  Clause  as  amended  was  agrcod  lo» 

commissioners  to  the  chance  of  being  com-  On  clause  6, 

pelled  to  carry  out  thtir  inquiries  into  the  The  Solicitor  General^  who  apohoia^ 

manner  in  which  the  funds  had  01  ii;inated,  low    tone    of   voicci  was   andoffalood  i 

no  matter  how  distant  the  period  of  that  suggest    that    the  commisiionora 

origin  might  be,  or  how  ditlicult  soever  from  time  to    time    report  the 

might  be  the  acquisition  of  anything  like  brought  before  them  to  the  Treaaoryu 

exact  information  ;  and  in  cases  wliere  the  Mr.   ll'akhy  said,  that  the  bill  1 

commissioners  themselves  saw  no  neces-  stand  much  better  otherwise.     Tbcas  ve 

sity  for  minute  investigation,  he  could  [-er-  a  general  opinion  out  of  doora  thai  A 

ceive  no  necessity  for  binding  them  to  ex-  Government  was  in   fault;  of  coiaa  I 

amine  every  act  of  carelessness  or  neglect  did  not  mean   the  present  Govi 

imputable  to  certain  persons  during  the  but  the  last,  and  there  could  bo 

last  six  or  seven  years.     The  inquiry,  as  of   the   great   advantage   of  aattiag  tl 

Eroposed  to  be  modified  by  his  hon.  and  world   right   upon   that  poiot»  auppaaiB 

earned  Friend,  was  one  to  which  no  limits  tlicm  to  be  in  error.     The  comnii 

could  be  set.     It   was  a  project  of — ho  it   uas  said,  were  in  the  highest 

would  not  say  of  litigation,  but  a  multila-  woithy  of  the  confidence  of  the 

rious  and  unbounded  inquiry,  injurious  to  If  that  were  so— and  he  did  notaay  k  vj 

the  parties  themselves,  unproiitiible  tn  those  oth(rwise— it  would  be  better  to  ttaal  I 

who  sou^^ht  to  make  it  beneiieial,  and  not  .  the  commissioners  than  to  the  IVaaaV 

creditable  to  the  wisdom  or  policy  uf  tliose  .  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  tho  oofala  Lai 

by  whom  it  was  instituted.  ■'  would   sec  the  propriety  of  leavio|  ll 

Colonel  5i6//ior/^   said,   he    wished   to  !  whole  nutter  in  the  hands  of  the 


know  whether  the  commissioners  under  siuner^,  and  allowing  them  10  act  VM 
the  present  bill  were  to  be  rc-muncrvitcd  '  their  responsibdity.  The  public,  ba  M 
for  their  trouble,  tind  whether  the  clerks  '  no  douht,  were  prepared  to  paj  tbalss 
under  them  were  to  be  paid,  and  in  \\hat  jidc  holdeis  of  the  Exchequer*biU%  h 
sums.  There  were  those  filling  places  in  ihoy  desired  to  have  a  most  seaicfaia^  ■ 
the  Exchequer   superior   to  such  clerks,    cjuiiy. 

and  through  whose  negligence  those  frauds  Lord  J.  Russell  said,  that  befim  d 
had  been  committed;  sucli  men,  he  suggestion  alluded  to  had  been  mado* I 
thought,  ought  to  be  made  to  pay,  not  di>tinctly  understood  that  there  «aa  I 
only  in  purse,  but  in  person.  wish  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  Gooasi 

Sir  R.  Peel  replied,  that  there  could  nient  to  screen  any  one ;  the  ooly  tmm 
be  no  question  about  remunerating  the  s u;:2:es ted  for  withholding  an j  part  of  tl 
clerks  employed  under  the  commissiuncrs ;  evidence  was,  that  the  disclosure  of 
but  as  to  the  commissioners  them^'^elvc^,  might  prove  injurious  to  the  huldaia  < 
they  certainly  had  not  stipulated  tur  any  other  Kxchequer-bills.  As  there  «aa  S 
specific  remuneration,  and  he  thought  it  question  respecting  any  attempt  to 
Would  be  better  to  postpone  the  considcra-  i  the  conduct  of  any  onCi  bo  dia  t' ' 
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the  Trfasurjr,  poMciiing:  the  advice  and  |  would  bo  with(»tit  their  remedt*  It  was 
attiitaiice  of  cxpcritfiiccd  public  otricors,  >  (nip  that  witiie^NCs  iDig;ht  be  called,  but  it 
had  much  better  rcoi  ive  \\\\t  rrfiorts  of  tlit-  I  r*  i|uirL-il  somLihins;  more  than  oidinary 
coinmiMioiuM ;  and  thus  the  Tuasuiy  ii.tilh^dice  and  common  senie  to  illicit 
could  be  held  rrsponsiblr  ri>r  lite  whciic  cjI!  tnith  I'loni  witncMct.  To  grant  the  par* 
the  proceed  u  I  ^K,  J.H  it  was  on  th>  in  !hii.(tcs  c  oiicerncd  an  opportunity  of  pro* 
the  onus  ou^ht  to  ic&t.  It*  th«'  Tp  .isury  ;  ilucin;;  (heir  \vitne«ti'ft,  and  at  the  tame 
•uppresjk'd  anythnti;  m.iti  ijal  tlicy  mi^iJ  time  tu  deny  t!itn)  the  aid  of  counsel,  was 
be  called  on  in  Paili.nniiit,  lor  lo  P.iiii.i-  i  i  ^^\\t:  tin  |>ii  lie  the  semblance  of  jnt« 
ment  they  wt-rc  rt-npoiiSible.  lit*  m.is  i'i-  ticu  und  to  riliiM-  ijieni  the  reality.  Should 
vourable  to  Ivavint;  (he  uhulc  nuMir  to  i  it  be  s;iid  in  il-.it  llou<(e  that  time  was 
the  di!«crction  and  ir«ponr>ibility  <'i  thi- |  w.isU'd  in  the  lir.iring  of  counsel  ?  If  it 
Government,  and  he  iliuuld  iher<loic  sup-  (  w^re  r.ot  wunIh!,  on  what  ground  could 
port  the  suggestion  of  the  S(ilu'itur-:;e-  ,  thf  aid  of  counsi-l  be  refused  to  the  par- 
neral.  |  tieii   nilcieste  !  ni  those  Exche(|ucr*bills ; 

Sir /^  /Vf/ 9aid,  that  the  ^ent-ral  rule  uid  1«  i  the  I  Ion  sc  remember  that  a  caase 
would  be  to  publish  thctvidi-ncr  ;  to  »it;.-  '  was  often  decided  by  the  manner  in  which 
hold  any  of  it  would  bo  the  t  xecpnoi:,  ,  cviiicnoe  was  placed  before  the  persons 
and  the  TrcaHury  \^ould  certainly  n>ii  |  who  were  to  pronounce  judgment,  and  not 
withhold  any  part  of  the  cviiJtnce  in  onlrr  \  only  was  it  inip>rtant  that  evidence  shoaid 
to  avoid  compromising  any  individual  ;■  l>e  prtsciitedin  a  favourable  manner,  but 
but  there  were  cases  in  which  it  mii^ht  he  '  in  oider  to  illint  truth  it  was  neceisarj 
just  as  well  to  abstain  from  publi:>hin:;  thu  '  thai  (|iiestion>  khonld  be  put  in  the  forms 
evidence — for  example,  evidi  ncr  relatin>;  ^  Lc-t  calculated  (o  accomplish  that  object, 
to  the  modes  in  which  Hxchi'tjiRT-hil.s  -forms  with  which  none  were  practically 
night  be  forged.  In  general,  he  held  that  •  .icrpiainted  except  persons  of  considerable 
the  evidence  oii^ht  to  be  prodiirid.  ■  t-xperieitce  in  courts  of  justice;  even  the 

Sir  T,  WMe  observed,  that  if  the  com- ;  reU'vancy  of  i|uesiions  often  became  mat* 
missioners  reported  only  when  thi  y  ter  of  long  and  earnest  discuuion.  Ha 
thought  proper,  and  what  they  th'-n.:h(  '  neid  hardly  n-mind  the  House  that  many 
proper,  the  House  of  Commons  wouhl ,  of  tht*  bdl-holders  at  this  moment  were  on 
not  get  any  information  ;  but,  on  the  ihc  brink  of  ruin — (heir  fate  would  be 
Other  hand,  if  the  reports  were  maric  to  dfcidi-d  by  the  commissioners;  but  then 
the  Treasury,  the  case  would  be  materially  I  the  llcusc  propoied  to  refuse  them  the 
altered,  and  for  this,  amongst  other  rea-  ordinary  assiMancc  which  any  man  might 
sons,  that  the  commissioners  coul.l  not  be  have  on  an  aflair  of  4Cf.  They  were  now 
as  good  judges  as  the  Treasury  of  what  to  «iippo<c  that  all  holders  of  Exchequer- 
ought  to  form  the  rule  and  what  the  ix-  bills  were  fotni  jidc  holdfrs ;  they  said 
ception  as  regarded  the  publication  of  they  had  embarked  their  fortune  upon  the 
evidence;  and  no  doubt  Ciovtriiinent  faith  of  the  public  credit,  and  they  ear- 
would  feel  bound  to  «cc  that  substantial  ni-<tly  desired  to  have  the  opportunity 
justice  was  done;  he  therefnre  thou>;lit  nti'ordeil  them  of  laying  their  case  before 
that  the  mode  proposed  of  report  in:;  to  <  the  coinmis^uners  to  be  appointed  under 
the  Treasuiy  ou^ht  to  be  adopred.  Mb  •  bill.    His  Irarned  Friend  the  Solicitor- 

Clause,  as  amended,  a-.'rd'd  tu.  (loneral,   in  fart,  nought   to   deny   those 

Clauses  to  14  having  been  agreed  to.  '  parties  substantial  justice.  The  bills  were 
Sir  T.  H'tldc  rose  for  the  purpose  of  all  to  the  amount  of  1,000/.;  the  holders 
moving  the  amen'lmenls  of  which  he  hid  ■  of  then  were  all  well  known.  He  had 
given  notice.  He  said  (hat  he  had  cm-  not  the  s'ii;litest  doubt  but  the  Ciovem- 
fidence  in  the  commissioners;  t!i  it  he  liad  mrnt  b.nl  the  name  of  every  one  down  in 
also  contidenre  in  the  jui|i;i-:  bi:i  he  ^niic  li>(,  yet  his  learned  Friend  was  to 
would  Ifave  neither  the  ju'lji  ^  nor  the  ^uppo«'',  :ind  wished  the  House  to  snp- 
romnii«sioners  without  the  aid  of  r(iiin«el.  pose,  thil  «'Ome  unknown  persons  were  to 
He  would  not  a^'ree  to  frame  (he  bdl  in  u*  t  pns:«rHiion  of  the  bills,  in  order  to  em- 
such  a  way  a<»  (o  deprive  tin  m  nf  tiit'  ad.  barra«s  tli<*  commissioners  and  the  Govern- 
vantages  whirh  the  preseij«-e  of  cuhiim  1  loi  nt.  lint  how  were  these  unknown  per- 
supplied.  The  bill  niu^t  be  fra:nrii  <ii  -as  sons  to  >;et  possession  of  the  bills?  Cer- 
to  secure  justice  fur  the  pnblir,  and  if  (andy  thr  liovernment  would  not  afford 
there  were  to  be  no  couusrl   the   public  1  any  facilities  to  any  one  for  such  a  purpose. 
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nor  was  it  likelj  that  the  holdera  of 
the  bills  would  do  so.  It  was  wholly 
a  suppositious  case  on  the  part  of 
his  learned  Friend,  and  rested  upon  no 
sound  foundation ;  yet  the  House  of 
Commons  were  asked,  upon  that  suppo- 
sitious case,  to  deny  to  the  parties,  holden 
of  these  bills,  that  which  was  only  sub- 
siantial  justice.  There  were  two  issues 
to  be  tried ;  first,  whether  the  holders  of 
the  bills  were  bond  fide  holders  for  a  valu. 
able  consideration,  and  whether  they 
came  into  their  possession  in  the  regular 
course  of  their  dealings ;  and  secondly, 
whether  the  bills  had  been  issued 
fraudulently  for  want  of  an  effective 
control  in  the  office  from  which  they 
were  sent  forth  to  the  public.  His  learned 
Friend  had  said,  that  if  counsel  were  al- 
lowed, they  would  wander  into  evidence — 
"wander"  was  his  word  — wander  into  evi- 
dence  as  to  the  latter  issue.  Now,  in  his 
mind,  nothing  could  be  more  important 
than  that  all  the  parties,  «ho  were  already 
well  known,  should  be  allowed  to  produce 
such  evidence  as  they  might  be  advised  to 
do,  and  that  that  evidence  should  be  laid 
before  the  commissioners  in  a  proper  man- 
ner, which  could  only  be  done  by  men 
well  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  fully 
eliciting  the  truth.  *'  But  what  was  the 
answer  to  this?"  said  his  learned  Friend, 
"the  commissioners  would  do  justice.*' 
No  doubt  they  would  ;  but  what  did  they 
know  of  the  case  ?  They  might  as  welt 
say,  "  Trust  the  judges,  they  will  exa. 
mine  the  witnesses,  and  elicit  all  the 
facts."  Now,  that  was  well  illustrated 
the  other  day,  when  a  learned  Judge  re- 
fuseil  to  examine  from  the  dejKMitions 
which  were  before  hi*n  ;  and  most  pro- 
perly so,  for  the  moment  a  judge  began  to 
a«k  questions,  except  those  dictated  by  the 
previous  evicicnce,  he,  in  some  measure, 
t>ecame  a  p>irty  to  tht*  rase.  His  learned 
Friend  said,  the  paiiies  iiiieresied  were  not 
to  be  allowed  to  call  what  evidence  thiv 
pleased  to  prove  their  cast*,  l>erause  the 
commissioners  would  use  thr-ir  discretion 
in  the  matter.  But  what  did  the  com- 
missioners know  of  the  case?  lie  knew 
it  w.is  a  very  common  saymg,  that  whore 
counsel  were  engaged,  they  made  long 
speeches  to  the  waste  of  much  lime  ;  in- 
deed, he  knew  that  long  speeches  were 
\ery  dull  and  dry,  except  to  those  in. 
terestcd  in  the  cau^*,  and  he  had  known 
many  gentlemen,  who  were  celebrated  for 
long  speechtt  while  at  the  bar,    when 


elerated  to  the  I    ch,  iIm  waiy  I 
complain  of  the  f   sta  of  tiase  ay 


sel;  he  had  known  aaij  ii 
that  kind ;  but  what  was  the  kagdi  i 
speech  when  pot  in  competitioa  with 
and  impartial  jostice  ?  Was  tho  Ho 
prepared  to  deny  these  bill-I 
ordinary  privileges  of  law^  tbo 
laying  their  case  before  the 
sinners  according  to  the  advioo  t 
might  receive,  upon  the  soppoeitiow  I 
other  parties  might  come  in  ood  di 
the  proceedings  ?  He  traslcd  MM,  ' 
that  the  House  would  grant  than  d 
substantial  right — the  right  of  beiurko 
by  their  counsel  and  witnesiea.  wMk 
spect  to  the  delay  which  it  had  boow  s 
would  necessarily  follow  the  eiplojf 
of  counsel,  he  would  oolj  807.  tM 
very  many  cases  within  his  ova  kw 
ledge  the  employment  of  coonad  had 
to  the  saving  of  much  valuable  tiao.  I 
many  of  the  cases  he  knew  awai  bo  1 
posed  of  in  a  few  minutes.  He  dhM 
to  the  casn  where  bills  were  hdd 
bankers  who  had  taken  then  ia 
regular  course  of  their  hnsinsai. 
knew  also  the  case  of  a  gentlenaw  of 
utmost  respectability — a  gentleosaa  srfi 
transactions  amoonted  to  16|000p00N 
18,000,000/.  a- year.  Ha  was  tho  W 
of  bills  to  the  amount  of  50,0001,  asd 
case  could  not  last  long.  Then  a^l^ 
many  other  cases  equally  lUr;  tasi  1 
question  was,  whether  they  wonid  dl 
those  parties  those  means  which  tho  I 
and  the  constitution  gave  tkea*-*! 
means  of  laying  their  case  hilbro  1 
commissioners  in  their  own  waj«  ttd 
means  of  eliciting  the  whole  truth.  Bw 
one,  acquainted  with  the  courts  of  I 
was  aware,  that  the  impression  aado Of 
the  minds  of  the  judge  and  jufoit  1 
frequently  very  different  after  the  addi 
of  the  counsel  upon  the  evideoee  to  w* 
it  was  before  :  the  counsel  gave  bia  srfi 
attention  to  the  case,  and  he  brooglit  fb 
remarks  upon  the  evidence  whieb  of 
wholly  chanced  its  character  and  pccfOO 
injustice.  He  did  not  for  a  moMWl  1 
tertain  a  doubt  of  any  one  of  tho  gow 
men  who  were  to  be  commisaiooeni  I 
they  would  by  their  office  he  in  tho  wtX 
of  judges,  and,  like  the  judges,  hi  ih 
hear  counsel  for  the  parties  who  caaso 
fore  them,  before  theycametoanydoeiB 
upon  the  evidence.  He  thought  no 0M> 
had  been  gi  vtn  \o  the  case  he  bad  Mdoi 
and  therefore  he  wonM  peiaiaC  in 
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It  was  Mid,  the  partiefl  were  not  there  in 
the  exercise  of  a  legal  right;  granted,  that 
was  their  misfortune  ;  bat  they  were  now 
demanding  common  justice,  which  he 
trusted  they  would  obtain.  He  trusted 
the  committee  would  not  be  led  away 
from  the  main  question,  which  was,  had 
the  parties  received  those  bills  fairly  and 
pro|)€rlv,  and  had  there  been  any  negli- 
gence m  the  department  whence  they 
were  issued  ?  and  for  the  purpose  of 
proving  those  issues,  counsel  ought  to  be 
allowed.  He,  therefore,  moved,  that  the 
clause,  which  he  had  already  read  to  the 
House,  in  his  former  speech,  relative  to 
employing  counsel,  be  brought  up. 

The  Soiicitor  General  said,  the  address 
of  his  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
Worcester  had  not  removed  his  objection 
to  the  clause  he  proposed  to  add  to  the 
bill.  The  question  he  put  to  the  com- 
mittee was,  were  they  to  take  the  conduct 
of  the  commission  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
commissioners,  for  the  purpose  of  vesting 
it  in  those  of  any  party  who  might  choose 
to  appear,  and  claim  to  be  interested  in 
anj  of  the  bills  ?  Surely  his  learned  Friend 
did  not  for  a  moment  suppose,  that  if  any 
one  of  the  parties  made  application  to  the 
commissioners  to  have  a  particular  witness 
or  witnesses  examined,  they  would  not  at 
once  summon  the  party  wanted.  The 
clause  was  to  give  parties  leave  to  attend 
with  such  evidence  as  they  might  be  ad- 
vised ;  bvt  how  were  they  to  get  their  wit- 
nesses there  ?  They  had  no  power  to  force 
them  to  appear,  except  through  the  com- 
missioners. If  the  clause  were  agreed  to. 
It  would  take  the  whole  control  of  the  pro- 
ceedings  out  of  the  hands  of  tboae  con- 
ducting the  commission,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  would  be  most  improper.  The 
inquiry  ou(;ht  to  be  conducted  like  every 
other  parliamentary  commission,  leaving 
it  to  the  discretion  of  the  commissioners  to 
examine  what  witnesaes  they  thought  ne- 
cessary, and  to  conduct  the  investigation 
in  the  manner  they  thought  the  t>est  to 
elicit  truth.  The  commissioners  had  not 
the  power  to  decide  anything  at  all — they 
were  to  lake  and  report  evidence  to  her 
Majesty,  und  there  their  functions  ended. 
He  thutii^lii  ilie  cliuse  wholly  unnecessary, 
and  would  theieforc  oppose  it. 

(1au«e  brought  up  and  read  a  first 
time.  On  the  question  that  it  be  read  a 
second  time, 

Sir  R.  InglU  said,  the  boo.  and  learned 
Member  for  Worctattr   aooght    by    his 


clause  to  give  the  claimanta  a  power  and 
privilege  not  sought  for  by  the  Crown. 
He  could  not  conaent  to  give  one  party  a 
power  which  the  other  had  not,  and  there- 
fore he  could  not  concur  in  the  proposed 
clause. 

Lord  J,  Russell  said,  the  OovemmeDt 
had  the  power  of  appearing  l»y  the  law 
advisers  of  the  Crown.  It  would  be  wrong 
were  parties  to  appear  by  their  counael, 
did  not  some  person  appear  on  t>ehalf  of 
the  public ;  bat  he  did  not  understand  his 
learned  Friend  near  him  to  propose  such 
an  absurditv  as  that  one  party  should  have 
counsel  anci  the  other  not, 

Mr.  Wakley:  The  decision  of  the 
House  vrould  hereafter  have  to  lie  taken 
upon  the  evidence  reported  by  the  com- 
miuionera — of  course  that  decision  mast 
necessarily  depend  very  much  upon  the 
manner  in  which  that  evidence  was  taken. 
In  his  opinion  it  would  amount  to  a  de- 
nial of  justice  to  the  parties  if  they  were 
precluded  from  giving  that  evidence  in  the 
best  manner  tliev  could.  The  Houae 
would  not  do  its  outy  if  they  did  not  in- 
troduce the  clause,  which  had  his  entire 
support. 

Mr.  C.  Buller  said,  to  his  mind  the 
question  before  the  House  waa  one  entirely 
of  a  judicial  nature;  and  why,  he  woukl 
ask,  should  the  House  deviate  from  the 
ordinary  rules  which  governed  similar 
cases?  He  trusted  that  no  petty  conai- 
deretions  of  convenience  woukl  induce 
the  House  to  depart  from  those  ordinary 
and  wise  rules.  If  they  did  they  would 
commit  an  act  of  gross  injustice. 

Sir  A.  Peel:  The  question  waa  not 
whether  counsel  waa  to  be  albwed  lo 
make  speeches  and  examine  witnesaes ;  it 
waa  whether  the  House  woukl  confide  to 
the  commissioners  the  power  to  elicit  truth 
in  the  manner  they  thought  beat.  The 
commissioners  were  not  partial  men,  nor 
were  they  unknown.  Two  of  them  were 
professional  gentlemen  of  great  repute- 
lion— one  of  them  had  been  a  Master  in 
Chancery,  and  surely  he  was  somewhat 
acquainted  with  the  manner  of  receiving 
evidence ;  the  other  was  Mr.  Sergeant 
Stephen,  who,  in  addition  to  a  long  prac- 
tice at  the  bar,  had  formed  one  of  the 
commissionera  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  laws  relating  to  real  property,  and 
sorely  he  also  would  be  enabled  to  jndge 
of  what  was  the  beat  manner  of  proceed- 
ing in  the  elucidation  of  truth.  He 
tboeght  that  if  the  boa.  upd  leeraed  Geu- 
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tleman  succeeded  in  carryiog  his  clause, 
that  in  every  case  the  claimaots  should 
have  the  privilege  of  employing  counsel, 
then  the  aiscretionary  power  invested  in 
the  conmissioners  would  be  removed.  He 
thought  that  it  would  be  better,  in  any 
case,  to  allow  the  commissioners  to  decide 
whether  counsel  should  be  employed  either 
by  the  holders  of  Exchequer-bills  or  by 
the  Treasury.  Certainly  it  would  be 
better  to  pursue  this  course,  than  to  fetter 
the  Crown  by  such  an  obligatory  clause 
as  that  now  proposed  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite.  Why  not 
trust  this  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Crown  and  the  commissioners?  It  should 
be  remembered,  that  the  commissioners 
did  not  sit  as  judicial  authorities — their 
object  was  to  investigate,  not  to  pronounce 
judgment. 

Sir  T.  Wilde,  in  reply,  asked,  whether 
confidence  in  the  ability,  learning,  and 
judgment  of  the  commissioners  selected  by 
the  Government  was  a  fair  argument  to 
urge  in  defence  of  the  course  pursued  by 
those  who  opposed  his  motion  ?  He  did 
not  think  that  it  would  be  just  to  the 
parties  having  claims  upon  the  Govern* 
ment,  if  the  commissioners  were  invested 
with  the  powers  of  deciding  what  was  or 
what  was  not  evidence.  \Vhat  was  the 
case  with  those  who  acted  as  judges  in  our 
courts  of  law  ?  A  judge  could  not  refuse 
to  hear  legal  evidence;  and  why  should 
the  commissioners  have  the  power  of 
refusing?  Who  were  to  select  the  wit- 
nesses?—were  the  commissioners?  He 
thought  that  the  inquiry  would  be  imper- 
fect and  unsatisfactory,  unless  the  Treasury 
was  allowed  to  appear  by  counsel.  Each 
person  having  claims  should  have  the 
power  of  appearing  by  counsel  and  stating 
his  case.  The  question  was  not  whether 
commissioners  were  trustworthy.  It  was 
not  a  question  of  confidence  or  no  confi- 
dence on  the  part  of  ihe  gentlemen  se- 
lected to  act  as  commissioners.  Let  the 
Treasury  state  their  case,  and  let  the  bill- 
holders  state  theirs.  Would  the  House 
give  to  the  commissioners  the  power  of 
selecting  the  cases  which  should  be  heard 
before  them  ?  Was  it  just  or  proper  that 
the  holders  of  Exchequer-bills  should  be 
deprived  of  the  power  of  examining  wit- 
nesses ?  If  a  committee  of  this  House 
had  been  appointed  to  investigate  the 
matti  r,  would  the  claimants  have  been 
refused  to  employ  counsel  ?  Certainly  not. 
They  would  have  had  the.power  lo  appear 


by  legal  advisers.  It  had  been  vifii 
the  committiooers  were  not  to  ail  at  W 
they  were  to  proooaoca  no  opinioi 
the  matter.  This  he  oonndered  vkm  a 
inconclusive  argameut.  Hetbonght  ll 
the  inquiry  was  condocted  in  tSe  ■■ 
now  proposed  by  Govemmentp  it  m 
prove  to  be  illusory,  and  a  modkm 
justice. 

Mr.  G.  £/.  Fermm  was  aniioM  ti 
justice  to  the  parties  cooccmcdt  m 
was  still  more  anxious  to  do  joaliea  U 


public.  He  would  not  willingly  be  aj 
to  bring  the  question  before  the  H 
with  a  prejudice  against  either  the  bel 
or  the  public,  and  from  the  strong  opi 
which  had  been  ezpiesaed  by  hoo.  ( 
tiemen  opposite  that  justice  conU  m 
done  unless  counsel  attended  on  bebi 
the  bill-holders,  he  felt  convinced  ih 
the  proposition  were  not  acceded  le^ 
question  would  come  before  the  B 
with  a  prejudice  in  the  public  that 
justice  had  not  been  done  towaida 
holders.  The  hon.  Gentlemen  opp 
had  said  that  full  justice  could  M 
done  unless  counsel  attended  la  pn 
the  interest  of  the  bill-boMers.  Di 
these  circumstances,  he  hoped  the  Goi 
ment  would  give  way,  and  penak 
clause  to  be  added  to  the  bill.  Althoi 
if  be  were  a  holder  of  Excheqner-bll 
should  be  perfectly  satisfied  to  leate 
whole  question  to  the  diacietioii  of 
commissioners,  yet,  considering  Ae  lea 
Member  for  Worcester  as  the  repieas 
tive  of  the  bill-holders,  and  hating  h 
what  had  fallen  from  that  hon.  nndlea 
Gentleman,  he  thought  it  would  be 
least  inconvenient  course  to  accede  U 
proposition.  The  only  inconvenience 
could  arise  from  doing  so  wonid  be  di 
and  for  that  the  holders  would  be  aae 
able,  and  by  it  they  alone  would  hs 
sufferers.  For  his  own  part  he  tbei 
there  would  be  ample  security  in  irai 
to  the  discretion  of  the  comBsiaaaoi 
and  therefore  he  should  vote  vttb 
right  hon.  Baronet  if  the  question  caa 
a  division,  but  he  had  thought  it  righ 
say  what  he  had  sakl  to  guard  anil 
prejudice  which  he  foresaw  was  md 
arise. 

Mr.  Kemhle  wished  to  be  infensei 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  cf 
Government,  whether  the  inquirjwi 
be  conducted  in  an  open  court,  to  V 
the  public  would  be  admitted  ? 

Sir  R,  Peel:  That  would  be  left 
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tirely  to  the  dticretioD  of  the  commis* 
tionert. 

Mr.  Kemhle  stated,  that  he  felt  much 
interested  in  this  question,  as  he  had  un- 
dertaken originally  to  present  to  the  House 
a  petition  of  the  claimants.  He  would 
not  press  for  the  parties  concerned  to  have 
counsel  employed.  It  was  his  opinion,  if 
the  law-officers  of  ihe  Crown  were  placed 
in  Ihe  court  in  hostility  to  the  holders  of 
Exchequer-biilf,  that  their  cause  would  be 
considerably  damaged.  He  also  thought 
that  the  inquiry  should  be  an  open  one. 
It  was  his  intention  to  vote  against  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 

Mr.  f*.  r.  Baring  perfectly  concurred 
in  the  arguments  urged  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  in  support  of  his  proposi* 
lion.  He  thought  parties  had  a  tight  to 
expect  a  full  and  fair  investigation  into 
their  respective  claims.  The  public  also 
ought  to  have  the  power  of  enforcing  the 
examination  of  those  witnesses  which  were 
necessary  to  the  elucidation  of  the  truth. 
He  thought  that  the  interest  of  all  parties 
would  be  better  effected  by  having  counsel 
employed  to  conduct  the  case  of  those 
who  bad  claims  upon  the  Government. 
In  saying  this,  it  was  not  bis  wish  for  a 
moment  to  cast  any  reflections  upon  the 
character  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  ap- 
pointed  to  act  at  commissiooen.  He  con- 
sidered them  to  be  gentlemen  of  high  and 
deferred  reputation.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, consider  that  the  commiuioners  alone 
should  be  invested  with  the  authority  of 
asking  questions  and  sifting  evidence. 
He  thought  that  no  step  should  be  taken 
by  the  commissioners  before  counsel  was 
appointed  to  defend  the  interests  of  the 
Crown. 

The  Solkitor-Oemefal  said,  that  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  there  was  a  clause  in  the 
bill  investing  the  commissioners  with  the 
power  of  hearing  counsel  on  the  part  of 
Ihe  Crown.  It  was  unfair  to  suppose  that 
the  commissioners  would  hear  counsel  on 
the  part  of  the  Crown  wiihuut  giving  the 
parties  holding  Exchequer- bills  the  same 
privilege.  He  thought  that  the  bill  acted 
fairly  to  all  parties  concerned.  They 
were  placed  precisely  on  the  same  footing. 
The  bill  gave  a  discretionary  power  to  the 
commiuioners,  but  at  the  same  time,  the 
claimants  and  the  Treasury  had  equal 
advantages  extended  to  them. 

Mr.  Hardy  said,  he  conceived  it  most 
detiral>le  that  every  holder  of  Exchequer* 
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bills  should  have  the  power  of  appearing 
before  the  commissioners  by  counsel.  If 
a  person  thought  it  necessary  to  call  in 
the  assistance  of  counsel  or  an  attorney 
for  the  support  of  his  claim,  and  his  appli- 
cation to  the  commissioners  for  their  sanc- 
tion were  refused,  the  commiuioners  would 
be  placed  in  a  very  invidious  position.  In 
such  a  case,  a  claimant  might  very  justly 
complain  that  hii  case  had  not  beio  pro- 
perly  investigated,  in  consequence  of  his 
not  being  allowed  to  have  the  assistance 
of  counsel.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  commi]isioners  would  be  the  agents  of 
the  Government,  that  they  would  have  to 
report  not  only  the  evidence,  but  their 
opinion  upon  the  cases  brought  before 
them ;  and  he  thought,  therefore,  that  the 
Government  ought,  to  use  a  phrase  com- 
mon in  courts  of  justice,  to  come  before 
the  House  with  clean  hands. 

Mr.  Hawei  said,  if  the  commiastonen 
were  to  decide  in  what  cases  they  would 
or  would  not  hear  counsel,  the  result 
would  be,  that  parties  to  whom  the  as- 
sistance of  counsel  was  refused  would 
complain  that  their  cases  had  not  been 
properly  investigated,  and  the  House  would 
be  called  upon  to  go  through  such  caaea 
again.  His  opinion  was,  that  this  inves- 
tigation should  be  conducted  according  to 
the  ordinary  forms  of  judicial  inquiries ; 
that  a  party  should  appear  to  make  out  a 
case,  that  another  party  should  appear  to 
oppose,  and  that  a  tribunal  should  be  con- 
stituted for  the  decision  of  the  question. 

Mr.  M.  Attwood  conceived  that  it  would 
be  only  justice  for  the  Government  to  pay 
the  amount  of  those  bills  which  were  held 
honourably,  and  under  circumstances  that 
precluded  suspicion.  It  would,  however, 
be  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  inquire  into 
all  the  circumstances.  Now  he  (Mr.  Att- 
wood) was  personally  acquainted  with 
many  of  the  holders  of  these  bills,  and  he 
could  therefore  affirm  that  the  holders 
were  men  of  such  character  that  they 
courted  the  fullest  ioveaiigation ;  and  if 
they  thought  the  investigation  would  be 
more  advantageously  proceeded  with  by 
the  auistance  of  counsel  and  attorneys,  he 
thought  it  hard  upon  them  to  be  refused 
the  course  which  they  conceived  won  Id 
ensure  a  proper  representation  of  their 
claims. 

The  House  divided  on  the  qoeation  that 
the  clause  be  read  a  second  time.  Ayes 
64;  Noes  77:  Majority  13. 
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tlitaentf  if  he  contented  to  the  rif^t  hon. 
Beronet  raising  770,000/.  more  thso  he 
had  shown  any  abeolute  necessity  for; 
and  nntil  the  right  hon.  Baronet  could 
show  that  there  were  no  other  means  of 
making  up  the  deficiency,  he  for  one 
woold  never  consent  to  the  imposition  of 
an  income-tax.  Having  no  wish  to  take  up 
llie  time  of  the  House ;  and  having  stated 
shortly  his  objections  to  going  on  with  the 
Income-tax,  he  would  conclude  by  pro- 
posing a  motion  to  the  House.  The  hon. 
Memt>er  concluded  by  proposing  as  an 
amendment  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
'*That**  to  the  end  of  the  question,  in 
order  to  add  the  words 

**  Part  of  the  produce  of  the  Income*tax 
which  hit  been  proposed  by  ber  Mijetty's 
Goverameot  it  intended  to  form  a  fund  to  pro- 
vide for  a  large  amount  of  existing  taxe«  to 
which  thit  House  has  not  yet  consented,  and 
which  it  may  refuse  to  reduce  or  repeal ;  that 
the  adoption  of  the  said  Income-tax,  under 
such  circumstances,  would  impose  upon  the 
people,  already  suflering  under  very  severe  pri- 
vatioos,  a  greater  burden  than  the  necessities 
of  the  public  service  for  the  current  year  will 
require ;  that  this  House,  thereforet  will  not 
again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Wavs 
and  Means  on  the  Income-tax,  until  alVer  the 
lIou»e  shall  have  determined  what  amount  of 
the  existing  taxes  it  will  consent  to  reduce  or 
rtpeal.** 

Mr.  S.  Crawfird  aald  that  he  wished 
to  make  a  very  few  obefffationa  on  the 
qaeation.  Doring  the  reoesa,  he  had  taken 
the  opportnnity  of  commaoicftting  with  his 
constituents  on  thta  anbject,  and  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  support  the  propoti* 
tion  of  Government  so  far  as  it  went  to 
lay  a  tax  on  real  property,  because  he  was 
of  opinion  that  such  a  tai  woold  fall  on 
the  rich,  and  exempt  the  poor.  He  also 
felt  inclined  to  support  the  proposal  for 
taxing  non-resideota  and  funded  property. 
In  agreeing  in  the  opinions  of  his  con- 
stituency on  these  points,  he  also  concur- 
red with  them  in  thinking  that  there  were 
disadvantages  ariaing  from  the  tax  which 
counterbalanced  the  advantages  of  the 
measure.  He  waa  of  opinion  that  the  tax 
on  incomes  derived  from  trades  and  pr«K 
fesaions  would  be  of  a  most  oppressive  and 
unjust  nature,  more  especially  any  tax  on 
commercial  property  would,  at  the  present 
time  of  distress,  be  pecoliarly  oppressive, 
and  ought  not  to  be  sobmitted  to.  In 
1833,  when  Mr.  Robinson  proposed  an 
Income-tax,  he  also  propoaed  to  take  off 
taxes  oo  coosuoiptioii  to  the  amount  of 
3,<MM,000I.     Hia  great  objection  to  ike 


tax  now  proposed  was,  in  consequence  of 
its  being  proposed  for  the  purpose  of  sus- 
taining monopolies,  while  an  abatement  of 
the  duty  on  foreign  com  and  sugar  woold 
have  gone  far  to  replenish  the  revenue, 
And  to  render  the  tax  itself  onnecesaary. 
He  also  objected  to  the  tax  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  proposed  for  the  purpose  of 
carryiii^;  on  wars  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  sinful  and  unjust :  that  with  the  Chi- 
nese was  to  support  a  contral>and  trade,and 
to  enable  this  country  to  introduce  a  poi- 
sonous herb  into  China;  and  in  India 
they  were  endeavouring  to  place  a  tyrant 
over  an  onwiHing  people.  The  state  of 
the  revenue  of  the  East*India  Company 
liad  been  put  forward  as  a  ground  for  the 
tax :  but  if  the  Easl-India  Company  had 
been  wasteful  and  extravagant,  he  saw  no 
reason  why  the  House  and  the  country 
ou^ht  to  be  called  on  to  make  up  any 
deficiency  on  that  account.  The  hon. 
Meml>er  then  read  two  resolutions  passed 
St  meetings  held  at  Rochdale,  condemoa* 
lory  of  the  tax,  to  the  effect  that — any 
deficiency  in  the  revenue  ought  to  be 
met,  not  by  an  Ineome-tax,  bat  by  a 
corresponding  redoction  in  the  expenditure. 
He  did  not  wish  to  oppose  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  as  a  party  man,  but  he  felt  bound 
to  give  hia  measure  that  oppoailion  which 
he  thought  the  iotereats  of  the  country 
required.  He  felt  aufpriaed  at  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  not  taking  into  account  the 
revenue  which  would  arise  from  the  in* 
creased  importation  of  foreign  cattle — he 
had  made  no  estimate  of  revenue  from 
this  source.  In  opposing  the  Income-tax^ 
he  was  greatly  influenced  by  his  having  no 
idea  how  long  it  would  be  continued. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  proposed 
three  years  in  the  first  instance,  but  he 
had  not  informed  the  House  by  what 
means  he  expected  to  be  able  to  dispense 
with  the  Ux  at  the  end  of  that  period. 
He  would  not  trouble  the  House  further. 
He  felt  it  his  duty  to  his  cooatitueou  to 
state  what  he  had  done  as  explanatory  of 
the  vote  which  he  intended  to  give. 

Mr.  T.  I>iaicoRi6e  said,  thiat  as  this 
motion  teemed  to  be  treated  with  silence 
by  Minbtera,  be  wished  to  sute  very 
shortly  how  he  intended  to  vote  if  the 
motion  should  be  prsssad  to  a  diviaioQ. 
He  had  heard,  in  answer  to  a  question 
put  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  regard  to 
tlie  tariff— which,  by  the  way,  he  alwava 
supposed  to  be  part  upd  parcel  of  the 
locome-ux  meuaure  ttmi  ike  rigkl  k#»« 
aS2 
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Btronet  wu  oot  now  preptred  to  tUod !  hit  mind  to  pottpo—  Ike 

by  the  ttriffat  o.-igiDalW  laid  oo  the  Table  .  the  taiiff  after  he 

of  the  House,  but  that  coo»iderable  mod  I-    the  sense  of  the  H 

ficatioos  were  to  be  made  ia  that  tariff.    locoaae-tax.   Withoet 

Now,  what  was  the  question  iotolved  id    a<  saer  that  queslioa  bj 

the  motion  of  the  boo.  Member  for  Moa-  *  never  had  crowed  bit  mmA  W  da 

mouth?    S:mplj,  that  lite  Houie  oueht    such  tbiog.     Sone  little  delay  had 

to  be  acquaioted  with  the  eiient  of  the    fouod  necesarr  befeie  briopa^  m 

duties  proposed  to  be  reduced  b^fure  it    discussion  of  the  tarid',  b«t  be 

laid  any  additional  burdens  open  tr.e  peo-    :he  House  woold,  wheo  the 

pie.     The  J  heard,  that  it  was  very  prtvi.    eiplaioed.  readily  acqoiesee  i 

ientiy  stated   throughout  tlie  country —    pricty  of  that  delay.     Neaj 

acd  the  farmeri  not  quite  one  hundred    interests  would  be  seriouly 

miles  from  London  bad  been  told — that    the  alterations  propoaed,  aad  k 

the  tariff  would  be  postponed,  or  at  all  .  dered  but  just  to  gite  the 

events  considerably  inodified.    They  were  '  portonity  lo  have  the  eebfeet  d 

told  to  swallow  the  pill  of  the  lncome*taz,    before   the  measure  wet  : 

or  else  the  right  boo.  Baronet  would  be  j  order  that  the  tariff  might 

turned  out  of  office,  and  the  tariff  would  ;  changes  as  circamstaDcea 

be  postponed.     He  did  not  care  whether  |  mand.     He  had  great  hope,  that  oa 

the  tanff  were  postponed  or  not ;  but  he  j  day  next  he  should  be  able  to  iai 

did  hope  that  it  would  not  be  modified  or    the  tariff  so  amended ;  and  he 

altered  in  any  way  to  such  a  degree  as    could  state  with  coofideooe,  that  it 

not  to  be  worthy  the  acceptance  either  of   be  considered  by  an  immcnae  anjori^ 
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the  House  that,  in  the 


delay  between  this   and   Monday 
solely  from  a  wish  oo  the  part  of 
Government  to  bear  the 
those  affected;  still  he 
saying  none  of  the  alteratiooa 
con*jdered  ss  a  dcpartara  froa  tho 
principle  of  the  measure.     He 


tue  people  or  the  House.     He  felt  sure, 

that  the  right  hoo.  Baronet  would  feel  they  had.  in  all  its  caaeoiiaia, 

greatly  indebted  to  him,  for  giving  him  an  the  principles  of  the  original  tariff. 
opportnniiy  of  explaining  whether  it  had 
ever  crossed  his  mind  to  postpone  the 
tariff.  He  did  not  believe  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  any  such  intention ;  but 
it  was  right  that  individuals  out  of  doors 
should  oot  be  misled  by  persons  within  — 
thst  persons  should  oot  be  allowed,  for 

the  sake  of  bolstering  up  a  vote,  to  say  to  j  because  of  theae  few  daj'a  delay» 

the  farmers,  **  Oh,  do  not  take  alarm  at  j  House  would  not  refuse  its  oonaeoi 

the  tariff;    it  may  be  postponed."    The  preliminary  resolution  oo  which  to 

motion,  in  his  opinion,  directed  itself  to  his  measure  for  an  locome-tai.     It 

that  point:   it  a»ked  the   House,  before  very  i.nportaot  that  he  sbooM  have 

agreeing  to  the  Income-tas,  tc  take  care  to  bring  in  the  bill,  in  which  the 

and  clearly  to  understand  that  the  duties  and  machinery  of  the  me 

in  the  tanff  were  to  be  repealed  to  the  distinctly  set  forth.     The 

csfent  proposed.     He  had  always  under-  must  be  in  possession  of  the  H 

stood  ibjt  the  tariff  and  the  Income-tax  they  would  be  called  on  to  vole  iSBrii» 

were  to  go  pan  passu,  and  thit,  if  an\  second  reading  of  this  bill,     if  then  Ao 

accident  shouM  hjppen  to  the  Tariff  Bill,  House  should  consider  ibat  these  «ao  ooy 

here  or  elsewhere,   that   the   rig^t   hon.  departure  from  the  general  prineiplia  of 

Baronet  was  too  honourable  to  seek  in  the  tariff  after  passing  this  reaolotMBh 

that  case  to  press  the  Income-tax.     The  would  t>e  perfectly  open  to  the  H 

motion  ought  not  to  have  been  n^et  by  withhold  lis  assent  to  the 

the  silence  and  by  the  contempt  of  Mm-  of  this  measure  and  reject  it  altogatho^ 

isters.     They  had  treated  it  as  one  totally  With  respect  to  the  delay  of  a  lev  da|i^ 

undeserving' their  atuntion,  while,  if  the  :  he  ha^l  already  stated  that  soch  a  ooiMi 

right  hon.  Baronet  had  taken  the  trouble  had  never  entered  into  his  heod  aa  ihoi 

to   read   the   resolution,   he   would  have  imputtd  io  h.m  by  the  hoo.  Geoileaaooli 

found  tSat  it  contained  a  ^ood  deal  of  ohserva'ior.s  opposite.     It  was  qoitociaBr 

reason,  justice,  ar.it  common  sense.  that    b>     (h-?    t:eneral    rcductioo  of   tho 

Sit  Robert  Pctl:    The  hoo.  (i tr title aun  duties    he    had   proposed,  ao   iaporlBM 

hid  asked  him  whether  it  had  ever  crossed  i  question  arose  as  lo  the  oeceaMly  of  ob 
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Income-tax.  The  proposed  reduction  in 
the  dotiet  would  involve  a  turn  of 
1,000.000/.,  or  1,200,000/. ;  under  which 
circunittanceB  a  little  delay  might  not  be 
considered  unadvisable.  He  thoujrht  that 
bon.  (tentleroen  could  not  accuse  him  of 
entertaining  any  such  notion  as  when  en- 
deavouring to  get  the  House  to  pass  this 
Income-tax,  at  the  same  time  to  be  volun- 
tarily engaged  as  a  p«rty  to  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  tariflT.  He  had  acted  through- 
out with  the  most  perfect  good  faith,  and 
he  did  not  think  by  the  short  postpone- 
ment of  the  tariff  that  they  had  any  rea- 
son whatever  for  refusing  their  consent  to 
this  preliminary  resolution,  which  was 
necessary  to  have  passed,  to  form  a  foun- 
dation for  the  introduction  of  the  bill.  The 
House  should  bear  in  mind  that  it  would 
have  the  fullest  opportunity  of  recording 
their  dissent  against  the  principle  of  this 
bill  in  its  future  stages.  The  hoo.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Monmouth  had 
•aid  that  the  proposition  of  an  Income- 
tax  had  met  with  universal  execration. 
Now,  his  (Sir  R.  Peel's)  impression  was 
totally  and  entirely  different.  He,  on  the 
contrary,  considered  that  the  proposition 
had  been  received  with  general  and  uni- 
rersal  approbation  throughout  the  king- 
dom. He  wouki  not,  however,  quarrel 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  this  subject ; 
bat  he  begged  to  assure  the  House  that, 
from  the  numerous  communications  which 
had  been  made  to  bim,  he  thought  there 
wu  a  Tery  strong  and  general  impression 
among  the  commercial,  manufacturing, 
and  trading  communities,  since  the  com- 
mercial tariff*  and  commercial  policy  of 
the  country  was  made  known,  that  they 
hoped  to  derive  the  greatest  advantages 
from  the  passing  of  the  oieasure,  which 
would  conduce,  in  a  great  degree  to  the 
interests  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 
After  having  delayed  proceeding  with  the 
measure  until  after  the  holidays  in  order 
that  that  tremendous  burst  of  indignation 
which  had  been  anticipated  by  hon.  Geo- 
Uemen  opposite  might  be  allowed  to  have 
effect^  every  opportunity  had  been  given 
for  this  tremendous  demonstration.  And 
if  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  satisfied 
at  this  loud  explosion  of  public  indigna- 
tion on  the  subject,  he  could  assure  them 
be  was  equally  well  satisfied.  They  could 
then  approach  the  consideratioo  of  the 
question  with  mutual  satitf4ction,  as  each 
partj  had  gained  their  end. 
Mr.  El&t  wu  glad  to  have  the  picteot 


opportunity  of  offering  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  subject  before  the  House,  and  of  say- 
ing that  he  so  far  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  that,  finding  a  great 
deficiency  of  revenue,and  an  increasing  ex- 
penditure, he  had  no  other  course  to  take 
than  that  of  appealing  to  the  property  of 
the  country  to  make  good  the  deficiencyy 
and  at  the  same  time  to  give  as  much 
relief  as  possible  to  the  suffering  commer- 
cial  interests  of  the  country.     He   said 
that  he  thus  agreed  with  the  right  boa. 
Baronet,  not  b^auie  he  should  have  been 
at  a  loss  to  have  found  some  other  theo* 
retical   mode  of   proceeding  that  might 
have  been  better  in  itself,  but  because  in 
his  (Sir  R.  Peel's)  situation,  he  did  not 
see  what  other  practical  course  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  could  have  adopted.     Al- 
though he  had  stated  this,  yet  he  could 
not  concur  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in 
his   Income-tax.     What   the   right   hon. 
Baronet  should  have  attempted,  if  there 
were  any  overwhelming  public  exigency 
(but  he  did  not  at  present  see  any  very 
severe  pressure)— what    he  should  have 
attempted  to  do,  according  to  his  view  of 
the  case,  would  have  been  to  have  found 
some   less  objectionable  principle  under 
which  he  could  have  brought  a  tax  upon 
property  to  the  auistaoce  of  the  revenue, 
without  having  recourse  to  the  old  Income- 
tax,   with  all   its  inequality  and   unfair 
pressure  upon  the  community.     Agreeing 
as  lie  did  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  that 
there  must  be  some  means  taken  for  main- 
taining the  credit  of  the  country,  and 
making  the  rcTcnue  more  adequate  to  tka 
expenditure  of  the  State,  one  of  three 
modes    must    be    adopted.    They   must 
either  have  recourse  to  further  taxation 
upon  articles    of  consumption,  or  they 
must  endeavour  to  divert  a  part  of  those 
taxes  which  were  now  paid  to  support  mo- 
nopolists into  the  public  Exchequer;    or 
they  must  do  that  which  the  nghi  hon. 
Baronet  wished  to  do  under  the  guise  of 
an  Income-tax,  appeal  to  the  propertv  of 
the  country  to  support  the  credit  of  the 
countrr  under  its  present  exigencies.    But 
when  he  gave  his  general  assent  to  the 
principle  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  he 
felt  bound  to  say  that  there  seemed  to  him 
to  be  some  great  errors  in  his  budget.    He 
thought  there  were  some  things  in  the 
budget  which  would  h.ire  the  effect  of  in- 
creasing the  deficiency  of  the  revenne, 
and  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  perfectly 
uncalled  for.    He  oouM  not  nnderstand 
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why  tbej  were  to  abaodon  (he  Ux  upon  respect  to  the  timber  doliei, 

limber.   ["  The  Whigs  proposed  iu  "]   He  reduce  the  doty  on  fb    |b  timber. 

knew   they  had   proposed  an  ^Itenition,  his  opinion   last  year  .m  thai 

and  he  should  hsTe  preferred  the  budget  they  ought  to  proceed  witk  wgeiA 

of  last  year  to  the  one  now  proposed  by  timber  was  to  lery  ao  additwmal  MIf  «B 

the  right  hon.  Baronet,  if   it  had   been  Ametican   timber   at    once*   bj   «qf  «! 

practicable  to  carry  it.  Nobody  recollected  reveoue,  and  then,  wheo  thej  Iwd  aan 

better  than  he  did  he  difficulties  his  right  nearly  eqoaliied  thedmieahsfera  tomtBk 

hon.  Friend  ^Mr.  Baring)  had  to  enconii-  and  .\merican  timber,  if  the  alaieaf  die 

ter  when  he  was  called  upon  to  take  the  finances   admitted   it,  thev  N||k&  aft  • 

office  of  Chancellor  of   the   Exchequer,  future    day  reduce    the  dety   €tt   Will 

His  right  hon.  Friend  did  all  that  he  could  together.     But  the  |iUii  of  the   ~ 

do.   He  appealed  to  the  Honse  to  increaie  Baronet,   as  well  as  that 

taxes  upon  articles  of  coosamption.     The  year,  was  to   gite  up  the 

House  assented,  as  it  efer  would  do  iu  Why,  I<e  could  not  pooibly 

cases  of  emergency.     But  that  failed  hiiu.  T:.ere  was  only  one  iotefCit— tke 

The  additional  tax  produced  but  a  very  interest — that  covid   have    anj 

small  sum  towards  the  amount  his  ngbt  claim  to  such  a  favour.    He 

boo.   Friend  calculated  upon.     Last  year  the  shipowners  were  entitled  lo  cweiy  iB« 

his  ri^ht  hon.  Friend  was  rery  much  in  dulgcoce,  and  if  they  bed 

the  same  situation  as  the  right  hon.  Baro-  m;gbt  hare  been  reeaooaUe  to 

ret  was  now.     His  ri^t  hoo.  Friend  was  them  relief.     But  who  ehe 

obliged  to  come  forward  to  supply  a  de-  sudered  so  much  owre  (torn  a  tes 

fkieocy  in  the   Exchequer.     His   propo-  timber  than  upon  any  other 

siticn  was  to  endeaTcur  to  obtaiu  a  (art  If  the  right  hon.  Barooet  bad 

of  the  sum  abstracted  from  the  (:«kets  cf  additioDal   duty  of  *20s.  ape 

the  publ  c  by  mcnopoiy  taxcs.  but  *hich  timber,  with  a  Tiew  to  eqinJiae  ibe 

did  not  bnd  its  way  into  the  Eichc^'Jcr.  oa  cv-lon;Al  ^od  foreign  timbe 

He   b^ped   to  have    obiamcd   f:ox  irat  «hcc  :hc- s:a:e  of  the  coontry 

source  a  »um  sufficient  to  meet  t''<<?  puliic  hice  (-::pc«ed  to  rcdwce  the  lasoa 

wAots  :  and  he  thoo«:ht  it  was  ur.r'crt.  niie  he  ccul-i  haie  understood  it ;  b«t  be 

tr.At  the  ngbt  hon.  Barcnci  i<ir  R.  Tec!)  not  scx  aLy.  instead  of  ii 

acd  his  pany  opposed  that  ^to]^^  i:^,  as:d.i:c*:al  sent  on  Canadiea 

^t:li  he  would  not  diseuise  rVw-cii  h  xse»f  maic:a:2:r^  the  pneent  dety  o« 

that  probably  :he  sums   eipecitu    t:   Ik  t.TXr,  a  r^uctioo  sboold  be 

de'ived  from  those  sources  i»«.re  wmewha:  larer  «iuty  that  w^wld  swfejccttbe 

ex acc< rated.     In  pncciple.  trey  «er-:  the  :r  a  *.o«s  cf  >t^we   l,iXX).OOOL     Aa 

bis:  ihat  could  have  been  prcp^otcxi.  uno^r  v:>?  ^sal  duty  on  C^nadiaa 

\hi    crcumsiaiicts  cf  the  cjur.trv.     He,  have  been  raised;   the  trade  woald  ban 

a«  an  :lder  practical  observer  ci  :h.e  «c:'k-  bc-r^e  :!.     He  bad  hiaeelf  hXtw 

ir.£sof  meuores  cltaarce. n^-^^:  pr.S^S}  tH  s  su'rject  spwinis  of  twenty 

c;  hiTc  vQlertair.evi  the  same  c;  l  r::  a«  If.  'zd--:!  cxf^ecsauvKi  to  the 

b.«  rijTt:;  hen.  Fr.end  as  t.*^  .Le  ^:\x:jct  i%»  was  c:=.SAie^cd  necesaary.  tbeie  vie  i 

rtss  cf  L.S  a'.eas*«:res :  s:.l  .  «r:tt'L:r  sc  cr  m.xie   a:  hasd-     Why   not  tabe  off  lb 

r.:.  '.'.e  aiterat  :r.«  prc.x'v^-i  •■:  <  r^h:.  pa  ::t  ol'.v  cf  Iil  or   as.  a  qeertcr  mm 

.«Uii  «-.re  it.-T  cnfd::a:!(:  >::h  :.^  r.  a  a.ij  Cani  la  w^eat  *     He  co«Ad  DOl  MIBi 

!     rr.c  ri.^ter.'nifr.:  «r-c   ».:':v-'•.^:   r  r?.  »:ird  wr.v  t^t  tax  was  Baxauioed.    Tk 

I:  cas  b\^:/r  :  ^  a  r?«  <rx    =  ;:.:.a«v'.:<  :a^  ajT  cf  :ia:  il^ty  wc«U  bawe  hiBB  : 

::-C  -.'   :ea:.*t;  t'-:  sn.k'fs  a=:     r^ci.-  ''J.     xri  avie^.aie   ccmpeontioB  ttl  lb 

ii^rs  '.n:  u.:c:'-:rf\:   «.:h   *.:e    :-a^,-   j:'  Caraiar.s  k.v  aiv   !o«  tbeT  niebt  bew 

:  -  c;.:::^;   a-u  '^o  fir  i*  :  i  r^:?:  r.r..  *;;>:a  .*:i  by  a-  a^i  ;3coald«tyo« 

i  •.•-         ,^.-   K.   Vet.    :^i    .*•  :a:i>i  "is  He   cv^iC   =•:.   ::.<ref:re«  bejp  tl 

:  ;":  F*'..i   .M:.    Tm- r*  .  r;..   c:«.  ::i:    ih;  '.r:px.s^  rcdwctieo  of  d«ly  « 

>:     -  .:'     4  c.'r»;  •.^£t.:%.  ir ^  .v  '.^;  r^:;  '."x^z  ;  rrvr  «as  a!:d^etbcr  a  ncnle 

c'  :  "c   ccairirv.i*  c.tt.-'.t.  ;^4»e  :re  c/    rev-si*?      T\en    w-b    reelect    to 

•  *  :   -.*^     i- J :..-<;    >♦   f  -^i-v    :*a-k*.  prc^vrrt  :ii      He  •       nc<  ooe  of  ihoe 

-    -J-  :,  :  -  >  *-:  iv:.  «i>  ;.     .r,  .v»....  i  »Kr"ii    i:^:y::    ^r^^^.ij^  thai  tbcj 

c:   Tii    r^gr.t   ^cc.    F.-xnd    Us;   «^;«:   :2  c*^y  aff^xvach  a  pccpctty  talk 
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war.  He  could  not  conceive  wb;  property 
should  not  at  all  timet  be  taxed.  It  was 
a  source  from  which  assistance  could  be 
most  easily  drawn  onder  all  circumstances, 
and  with  the  least  injury  lo  the  different 
trading  interests  of  the  country.  But  if 
It  should  be  desirable  to  impose  a  tax 
upon  property y  why  not  attempt  to  arrive 
at  some  reasonable  and  equitable  mode  of 
raising  that  tax,  especially  in  the  peculiar 
times  in  which  they  now  lived  ?  He  repre« 
seoted  a  great  commercisl  city  (Coventry). 
Let  the  right  hon.  Baronet  go  and  witness 
the  depression  of  the  trade  of  that  city, 
and  then  let  the  right  hon.  Baronet  allow 
him  to  ask,  whether  it  was  fair  to  tax  the 
income  derived  from  a  declining  trade,  or 
lo  put  the  persons  who  were  engaged  m 
that  trade,  and  contending  with  the  diffi- 
culties of  their  situation,  to  the  obiigatioo 
of  either  sayiog— -"  We  have  nothing. 
We  lost  last  year ;  and  we  have  nothing 
lo  return  as  income  :**  or  else,  for  the 
saka  of  endeavouring  to  maintain  their 
credit,  inducing  them  to  make  a  return  of 
some  reasonable  average  of  profits  f  Tlien 
with  respect  to  professions,  the  same 
hardship  was  produced.  He  thought, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
country,  and  particularly  at  a  time  when 
there  was  no  great  urgency  in  public 
affairs  to  require  haste,  an  efibrt  shoukl 
ba  made  to  arrive  at  some  reasonable 
means  by  »hich  the  inequalities  of  an 
Income-tax  should  be  avoided,  at  the 
same  time  the  revenue  be  maintained. 
This  was  not  the  only  country  where  a 
property  tax  had  been  established.  When 
Gentlemeii  talked  of  direct  taxation  he 
believed  that  nearly  half— certainly  one* 
third  of  the  whole  taxation  of  France- 
was  derived  from  a  direct  tax  upon  pro- 
perljf ;  and,  when  Gentlemen  talked  of 
the  impoesibilitv  of  imposing  a  tax  upon 
ncoperty  separable  from  income — why,  in 
France  nobody  thought  of  taxing  profiu 
or  ioooase,  except  derived  from  proiperty. 
In  the  diierent  suies  of  Switxerland  there 
vma  a  piopertv*tnx.  Everybody  was 
obliged  to  go  befbie  a  coounisaiooer  to 
slate,  beyond  hb  landed  property  or  oiker 
visible  property,  which  was  easily  aissieed 
by  the  ooUector,  what  other  capital  he 
had  engaged  in  trade;  and  an  average 

Cr  centage  was  pnt  upon  that  property, 
t  thero  was  no  tax  upon  profita* 
He  knew  that  all  thia  lad  to  gieal  difficuU 
ties;  kadkl  noi  mean  to  eay  that  they 
ootid  euiil J  adopi  aach  a 


It  was  one  which  required  great  care.  It 
was  much  easier  to  walk  in  the  footsteps 
of  those  who  had  gone  before,  and  adopt 
a  burden  which  they  had  devised,  with  all 
its  inequalities  and  injustice,  from  which 
it  was  impossible  an  Income-tax  could 
ever  be  exempt  He  for  one  sincerely 
thanked  the  right  hon.  Baronet  on  behalf 
of  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country, 
for  the  great  relief  he  had  promised  to 
afford  by  his  new  tariff;  and  he  could 
place  such  confidence  in  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  of  his  intention  to  do  what  he 
had  honestly  promised  to  do,  that  he  could 
not  assent  to  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Blewitt),  which  was,  that 
the  House  should  refuse  to  pass  the  right 
hon.  Baronet's  first  measure  for  fear  they 
should  not  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  resuit 
with  respect  to  the  second.  He  knew 
enough  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  be 
convinced  that  he  meant  honestly  to  carry 
out  the  whole  of  the  measures  he  had  prtK 
pounded ;  he  would  not,  therefore,  be  a 
party  to  impede  his  course:  and,  above 
all,  though  most  earnestly  opposed  to  the 
injustice,  to  the  inequality,  and  to  what  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  find  throughout 
tiM  country  to  be  cooeidersd  the  mlioua 
character  of  an  Income-tax,  he  would  not 
throw  any  unnecessary  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  a  well  regulated  property-tax. 

Mr.  T,  Dumeombe  in  explanation,  die- 
claiosed  having  said,  that  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  had  the  intention  of  carrying  his 
Income-tax,  and  then  throwing  overboard 
the  tariff.  He  was  sure  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  could  not  have  any  such  inten- 
tion, and  he  had  only  called  upon  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  in  consequenoe  of  what 
had  been  said  out  of  daorB»  to  state  so  ex« 
plicitly  10  the  House. 

Sir  A.  Peel :  What  the  boo.  Gentle- 
man asked  was,  whether  it  had  ever 
crossed  his  (Sir  R.  Feel's)  mind  to  do  so ; 
and  to  that  he  had  given  a  distinct 
answer;  and  now  ha  hoped  the  Honsa 
wouki  consent  to  treat  thia  subjject  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  discuss  it  in  com- 
mittee. The  boo.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Blewitt)  WIS  at  liberty  to  divide  the 
House  upon  bb  motion  be  wished  lo 
do  so. 

Mr.  BUwiit  denied  having  said,  it  wax 
the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  lo 
abandon  the  tariff;  what  he  said  was  that 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  might  be  foioed  to 
do  it.  Giving  the  right  boo.  Baronet  full 
cmdit  foe  a  amnan  asd  koBaai  daaina  to 
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redeem  bit  pledge,  he  would  villi  leave        The    Chair mtau  ihcn  md  iht 
of  the  House  withdraw  his  motion.     He    branch  of  the  rctolotioa — 

did  not  think  11  was  in  good  taste  for  the       ..  y^^  ^j  -^  ^^  ^  ^  

right   hon.   Baronet  to    denomiuite   the    mj  iiml  ^  iTiii  I lii^wwi  (i 

speech  of  an  honest  and  independent  than  a  dwcUmg  home  occ^pitd  by  m 
Memberof  Parliament  as  an  explosion.  If  disunct  from  a  fum  of  iMdsX  iw 
the  House  would  allow  him  be  would  make  i  twenty  shiliings  of  the 
a  prophecy.  The  gallant  Commodore  be-  ,  thrte-peoce  balf-pcoay.'* 
low  (Sir 'Charles  Napier)  had  made  a<  Mr.  AT.  GiAsm nid,  dmt  tke right 
grand  explosion  at  San  Jean  d*Acre ;  now  <  Baronet  had  made  m  HitfMBl  ao  C 
be  (Mr.  Blewitt)  would  Tenture  to  prophesy  pletely  the  reverse  ffiMi  tkow  madi 
that  if  the  Income-tax  should  be  carried,  the  boo.  Member  (Mr.  Bkvitt)  at  ttl 
there  would  be  such  an  explosion  in  the  feeling  cf  the  cowitry  vpaa  Hit 
country  that  would  blow  the  Members  of  of  the  locome-tax  that  he  «M  aofrf  Ikif 
tb:s  House  from  one  side  of  it  to  the  bad  not  the  opportaaity  pf  avmlaiHif 
ether.  tbe  fact  in  the   moil   hgilimala  wmfi 

Sir  R.  Pttl  Slid,  he  had  made  no  al-  ,  oamelv,  bT  receivmg  tke  pctitMMB  oT  Iha 
luwon  10  the  hon.  Member.  He  h^d  re- .  people,  they  had  ao  oppoftaaily  M  ia> 
miined  perfectly  tranquil  under  the  hon.  .  c«ive  pet^tioos  on  thv  qutitioa-  Ba  vaa 
Member's  explosion.  He  spoke  oi  the  ;  glij  lo  hear  the  boa.  Member  isr  Ka^ 
explosioQ  which  was  thretuned  t3  bieak  bury  say  he  shonld  take  the  Kaia  af  tta 
out  in  the  country  dur'nj  the  rolidays^  Hoase  upon  the  propnecy  of  ika 
ID  exploaioo  created  by  ibe  uoiversai  u  not  receiving  periiioas  at 
txecratioo  with  which  this  measure  wooki  o*  anv  measure.  The  right 
be  oiei  ttiroufhont  the  kn^dom.  bv  wav  of  ludaciog  hoa  Mf 

MoiicQ    withdrawn,    Hoaie    la    Com-    fJr  the  Inccme-ux,  had 
Bitcee.  sbould  ooIt  last  three 

Tr.e    CkiirmcM     reid    t-.e    res:.utx>o    not  see  any  reasco.  if  the  tas 
to-merU   mofed  bf   Sir   Robert  Peei  as    s^'^  b<?*«  ^hx  it  shoaki  be  Icai 
foiicwi —  -  m  three  years'  tiaae.    The  rigkt 

..TV,.  .    -  .*     ,  .-  .  '  r*cei  bi*:  lao  ii  down  that  the 

Ml  «^-5.  iii<:«  Se  cba.-?*:  isrlily,  ,i.--i  i!»  cisuii  ceocency,  aad  tkat  if 
\tm  ::  b<  uB::e«i,  :3e\«Tc-i:  n:«VA  si  i.:.ei  j  we.^  coae  to   preveat  tkm  d 
tcw.-v  .;.  ::•:  i>  :o  si«  .  :'.:  kzi  :.  rc>p«c:  jt    twees  me  rvvenac  and  the 

pcopoaed  ikat 

with  tkii  las  m 
_  _  was  ma  ka  had 

L:  :r.«re»:':r  a-c^yT   i-=V'^*7 /«  V-Vdi!  j  ^«,^i:  fcfwani  a  unf 
Asd  «hi.-«4  cr  A==.i:::«»  piiir.<  :.^  a:«  r«rK:c    ^e  Mid  be  «cald  rcrtvc  tbe  tiadaaf 
;r  r<-wj.  r-.c  i-5  7c  iLc  J-  v.rrvri:-.  j-.»c-  i  cc^iai.'y.  saie  lie  canomt  d 
7i=.<»  :.-  ?cc.< :.*!>.  wr^L**-  ..--rc-i:*   .-  :.•:    pi^jci.ve.  ISO  :2ts 

:  - .    ■_  -■ . "  J  :  •  i  1  T  *  *  ■  •.   c  .  ■  i , . --  : ^  :  .■  4 ' » 


.:  lirsi  w.'*  lie  cjc=:rf.     No  doahc 

;.'•;•  cy  «c'4.^    i  L3<  have  the 

:^r:   h.-c.   FjToaec    aaTKtpaarit  bat  k 

zijjt  Se  :t  bcisier  aid 


•k 


*      « ^ 


c«.ittze'*>;:j«  Tcvm  :^aa 


A."!  r^.-:T-.*>.  -.   L-i:?.  ;.-  «x-.;     .     Ta  1  eg'  :^e  i-^cT-irt  tbeuaina  af  tbe  AaA^ 
•  -.-.--  ih*  *4.-=-  .-^    :i  -*:^c.  •:  .  .i:  .    ^^cn -iw   U^i*.  '  Way.  tha  right 

i.  _•    -  :-»r«e^;  .:".*<    i-:  : -a.     .~-7 ->    ;■  i:.  i- 

■  -*i-.  ■>-  -•  c  .  •.-  t-t-y  .•?:;f  si.  -io    ;ie  e=c  ••f  ::."^e  ^-.-ats  ioiir  milhoaa 
:    4 .'...  ^  I  4i  ..-  lacii      :«-^-:;".  «:«ii-    v,,  ierv^^i  rV^oi  *iaec  floarom  thaa 
7^"^'  I  2CW  .-Ks  '..*  3  a.  A  c>?a«iA{«nee  af 

s'^iiK.ca  pu^i  iM  rca:iamc  canuai.     |  rmarn'm  ceav^    Ihodan^  "^ 
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tneomi'tax — 


{Afril  A\,  IVayt  and  Meam. 


1266 


liow  much  they  bad  heard  of  the  impro- 
priety of  holding  forth  eipectatiooa  which 
could  not  be  fulHIled,  and  of  the  iropohcy 
of  giving  riM  to  hopes  which  would  after* 
wardi  be  ditappointedy  he  concluded  there 
mutt  be  other  commercial  reforms  com- 
ing, but  which  for  the  present  were  post- 
poned— perhaps  an  ilteration  in  the  da- 
ties  on  foreign  sugar.  Some  treaty  perhaps 
with  Brazils,  or  some  other  ground  caused 
its  postponement.    There  must  be  some 
such  circumstance  in  order  to  justify  the 
right  bon.   Baronet  in   holding  out  the 
eipectation  that  this  Income-tax  could  be 
dispensed  with  at  the  end  of  three  years. 
He  could  only  say  that  if  there  were  any 
new  reforms  to  be  made — if,  for  instance, 
there  were  anv  proposition  to  come  for* 
ward  for  equalizing  the  duties  on  inheri- 
table real  property  with  the  duties  on  per- 
sonal property  if  there  were  any  such  in* 
tentioos  on  tne  part  of  Government,  he 
regretted  that  they  were  not  brought  for- 
ward now  :  because  he  thought,  on  a  fu- 
ture occasion,  the    right  bon.    Baronet 
would  not  find  the  same  sobsenriency  as 
that  which  supported  him  now.    The  lime 
of  Parliament  would  be  adfaoced^  and 
Members  would  soon  have  to  meet  their 
constituents,  and   they  would  not  be  so 
subservient,  so  docile,  nor  so  willing  to  be 
led  wherever  the  right  boo.  Baronet  might 
be  disposed  to  lead  them.     But  he  enter, 
tained  no  hopes  of  such  measures,  and  he 
feared  that  if  the  Income-uz  should  be 
now  adopted  it  would  become  u  perma* 
nent  part  of  our  system.    And  why  not, 
if  it  were  so  just  a  ux  as  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  said  it  was?    If  every  one  would 
pay  according  to  his  means  to  support  the 
State,  and  according  to  the  degree  of 
bene6t  he  derived  nom    the  State,  he 
would  uk  why  should  the  right  boo.  Ba- 
ronet hold  out  the  hope  that  he  would 
give  up  so  good  a  tax  at  the  end  of  three 
^earsf    If  the  tax  were  so  good  and  so 
just,  why,  when  there  should  be  a  surplus, 
instead  of  giving  up  this  tax,  should  be 
not  give  up  taxes  on  consumption,  which 
the  right  boo.  Baronet  himself  said  were 
so  injurious  and  unjust?    Thus,  the  ar* 
gument  of  the  right  bon.  Baronet  is  not 
consistent.    He  sars,  "  I  will  put  on  a 
good  tax ;  but  I  will  give  it  up  at  the  end 
of  three  years,  and  will  maintain  all  those 
which  are  so  injurious.**    He  bad  not  at 
present  given  his  own  opinion  upon  the 
Income-lax ;  and  before  be  did  sot  as  be 
mifbt  bt  tuppoiad  to  ban  ipoktA  in  dii* 


paraging  tertps  on  the  tariff,  he  wished  to 
say  that  he  should  not  be  expressing  his 
own  opinion  or  the  opinions  of  his  coo* 
stitueuis  if  he  were  to  say  that  in  the  tariff 
there  were  not  many  improvements,  and 
which  were  not  considered  both  by  him* 
self  and  by  them  to  be  a  more  free  svstem 
of  commerce.     He  did  not  go  so  far  as 
the    Agricultural  Advocaii,   which   had 
stated  thst  the  Aoti-Corn-law  League  had 
found  in  Sir  Robert  Peel  a  fit  minister  for 
their  purposes,  because  he  believed  the 
reductions  were,  in  many  instances,  of  so 
trifling  a  character,  and  the  articles  affect- 
ed so  insignificant,  that  the  alterations 
amounted  to  little  more  than  mere  make 
believe.     He  considered  the  doing  awaj 
of  prohibition  on  the  introduction  of  fo- 
reign cattle,  although  the  duties  were  still 
hi^,  to  be  a  step  in  the  ri^ht  directioOy 
which  would  lead  to  great  improvements 
in  our  commercial  system.     He  regretted, 
however,  that  the  right  boo.  Baronet  had 
not  made  a  bolder  attack  upon  the  sys- 
tem of  protection.    The  right  bon.  Baro- 
net had  quoted  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Deacon 
Hume,  a  man  of  deservedly  high  autho- 
rity, looked  up  to  by  the  Anti-Com-law 
League  and  their  partv ;  but  be  wished  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  bad  thought  of  one 
quoution  when  making  bis  alterations  in 
the  tariff;  he  wished  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  thought  of  the  saying  of  Mr. 
Deacon  Hume,  **  that  people  cannot  pay 
private  taxes  and  public  taxes  too.**    Ha 
wished  that  instead  of    reducing  those 
duties  which  went  into  the  Exehequer, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad  made  a  bold 
attack  upon  those  taxes  paid  by  the  con- 
sumer, but  which  did  not  go  into  the 
Exchequer,  but  into  the  pockets  of  privala 
classes.    The  West  India  proprietors  se« 
cured  to  themselves  the  difference  between 
the  duty  of  8d.  on  foreipi  coffee  and  4d^ 
on  colonial.    The  question  be  bad  put  to 
himself  wu  this :  Supposinr  tbe  oommer* 
cial  reform  propoeea  by  tbe  righl  boo. 
Baronet  would  produce  tbe  ^ects  ba 
himself  anticipalM,  and  there  was  a  da- 
ficiency  in  the  revenue,  ouabt  he  to  coo- 
sent  to  an  Income-tax^?    In  considerinf 
this  question  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
bear  in  mind  that  thev  ware  not  about  to 
enter  upon  a  large,  a  bold,  a  comprehaiH 
sive  scheme  of  foir  taxation.    They  were 
enpged  in  no  such  scheme.    Tne  plan 
of  tbe  riffht  boo.  Barooel  was  only  to  levy 
a  contribution  for  a  gifen  period  in  a 
canain  way  opoo  Um  coontfy.    NoV|  ht 
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conlendcd  that  this  partidUar  way  did 
distribute  the  bardeo  of  coDtribution  un- 
justly upon  the  people.  The  right  hoo. 
Barooet  had  professed  that  he  wished  to 
lake  fron  all  parties  according  to  their 
meansi  but  he  failed  to  realise  his  profes- 
sioDS,  because  he  exacted  from  persoos  in 
trade,  and  from  persons  who  liml  by  their 
learning  and  fiKulties,  as  much  as  from 
individuals  of  real  property.    He  appealed 

to  every  nian.  Conservative  or  Libcrml,  j  it  pcodwced  bia  aa  large  a 
whether  this  was  jnst,  and  moreover  whe-  10  percent.  Whca  the  ri||hli 
ther  they  would  sanction  injustice  with  taunted  the  opposilioa  sm  of  iht  Bm 
their  eyes  open  ?  Did  not  sdch  flagrant  in-  that  there  had  been  wo  ezploMBp  wmi 
justice  invite  every  species  of  evasion  r  As  |  pressiou  of  public  fiseha^.  ht 
an  eacttse  the  necessity  of  the  Suie  had  '=  recollect  that  the  people  of  tkis 


niary  interest  most  be  gi»  to ihMi  ial 
additional  amount  I  bey  pvocaiwdfBr  ( 
Exchequer.  Could  naytluiBg  man  I 
noxious  or  omhc  lepufoaat  to 
feelings  be  devised!  Mr.  Fitt 
10  per  ccnu,  and  cadcavoored  to 
revenue  from  it  by  a  lax  sfsiem,  bwl  fi 
ing  it  unavailiwg  he  impowd  5 


and  coHeeting  tbal  wilk  rifO«r»  taf  I 

heiHUri 


aid  of  spies  and  inforawfi» 


been  urged,  but  what  necessity  was  greater  t  never  began  to  move  nail  they  hsni 
than  that  of  being  just  ^  The  very  plea  I  smart.  I>epeod  upoa  it,all  ia  gwoi  lii 
oi  uecessity  shoved  that  the  proposers  of :  the  right  hoo.  Baronet  wowU  iad  ^ 
the  law  knew  it  to  be  oDjust.    Tbe  nghl .  as  kml  an  explosinn  as  be  cowU 


hoo.  Baronet  had  said  that  all  taxation  j  but  it  might  be  the  inlentioa  of  iha  ■ 
must  be  unjust ;  financial  fdcnce  had  not  {  sent  Cabinet  to  impoee  this  lax  far  •  lb 


yet  discovered  the  means  of  imposing  taxes  j  time,  and  then  to  get  a  new  leMe  of  pl| 
with  equality.  He  beggid  to  know  whe-  :  lan;y  by  repealing  it.  Tbia  mi|^  kl 
ther  the  experiment  of  imposing  taxes  j  good  party  ma»z«Tre«  ilihongb  ihn  iq 
equally  had  ever  been  tried  ?  iSe  Id-  t  boo.  Baruoct  might  not  have 
come-tax  formerly  adopted  had  failed  ;  it  cooaeat  to  it.  He  (Mr-  Gtbooa) 
had  been  weighed  in  the  balance  and  tkat  it  wonkl  prove 
found  wanting.oo  account  of  its  loequaluy  ,  promise  that  the  IncoBe-tax  wnnU  kn 
It  had  been  the  siud  ed  endeavour  of  the  •  pealed  in  three  }curs :  it 
framcrs  of  our  laws  not  to  levy  taxation  delusioo  also  that  any  important 
equally,  but  to  ascertain  how  ihey  conla  |  consumption  would  be  rednctd 
favour  particular  classes,  aad  shift  tbe  ihe  tax  would  be  anaat  unequal  nnd  i 
burden  from  the  shonlikn  of  one  pirty  tc  ,  prfsstvet  uid  tbe  cottection  of  it  oiii 
those  of  another.  If  hilf  the  feai,  haif  ano  miamos.  t.»n  ail  cioandi,  thnnil 
the  energy,  half  :he  :3genuitv  d^spUved  lo  !  be  sbouiJ  resmt  the  impostiion  of  it. 
making  taxation  unequal,  bad  fc««o  evinced  i  M :.  H'  ucn  pcjcneded  to  sny,  thnt  ih 
m  mak:ng  it  equal,  we  thi'^Ai  have  now  |  wis  ;a  fact  no  qn<st«a  belora  thn  « 
hearc  do  ccmpiAiau  c/  lajustxe  sad  op- 1  moxee  :  the  firvt  mc«ation.  if  ht  «un  i 
pre^uoo.  TLt  r^.t  boo.  Firoc<t  had  macaacn.  had  been  pnt  aad  cnnisi.  1 
said  much  cc  re  eaxkusUvw  prxcss;  but  hcc.  >lec>er  ice  L>9v«r  iMr.  Bane)  I 
':.e  seemed  to  hs««  ircAied  nxre  viwioas  r^e::  beasr;  iht  question  was  puft  I 
scnrces  of  uxatJOo«  ar.d  hts  ^^IttKiAi  cp-  after  «  had  been  canwd.  but  hnd  not  | 
poneats  conid  haie  {.««r.  ts  m  a  useful.  scv«reii  :s  a«  inteoiwo  to 
lessoQ  «;x<c  ihi*  po«nt,  S*t  tr<^  w«re  r^ht  Hv}«te.  Wecaase  lie  boa.  M' 
la  &c<  {"viA^  it,  apco  ir<  vtry  priacrie  Sc«iiawiri  aai  mlomed 
stated  dy  the  rt^i  hoo*  Eanrr^et  si  lax-  r«soioLii:a  iai  Neen  agreed 
wor*^.  wte::  be  M<i  le  wv  i^J  s.t  rnesi:r*>c  ic  kaow  wCMihe?  he  wns  cocvncK  in  ay 
mntii  he  wis  cai.ec  12.  Not  oc:«  was  t^  ^^t  liie  reecfcwucn  had  bora  pal  1 
tax  uafuflt  m  .ue.:,  but  .;  w^is  ^z 
lU  mode  of  coLiectaEn  ;  :«}  ml  ae  :: 

eaicnUtcd  up^^n,  u«  Inccse-iax  ewt  be  awa.-e  thai  t2«  acn.  Memha  far  Di 
kvmd  w  th  the  vises:  ttnctaess  mc  m-  had  rmu.  He  bnc  smm  j  pat 
vency,  and  the  system  cxacir^  ci  c*i 
mnat  be  revrved,  cf  cmpScv^AC  pvrskc^  i^ 
give  intfc:=au:«  afs;d«t  ;£<4e  «tc  w«r« 
s^ffcoed  =c<  :o  ^k  g-.vco  .2  a  ixr  sc- 
ccua:  c<  UK;.r  .acc^zes^  Sf«tfs  ani  ii< 
bi  set  u  ««ch,  aai  apcca- 
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He  had  not  beard  one  word  of  ike  retolu- 
lioo  read  from  the  Chair,  nor  did  he  even 
bear  the  Chairman  declare  that  the  ayca 
had  it«  He  believed,  however^  thai  it  was 
quite  open  to  aoj  Member  to  diKuu  the 
whole  quettioo  on  the  second  resoluiioo. 
For  his  own  pari,  he  bad  been  taken  by 
surprise,  and  at  a  disadvantage. 

Sir  E.  KnatchbuU  had  no  doubt  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  not  beard  the  ques- 
tion pui»  but  thai  it  had  been  deliberately 
tut  he  was  quite  sure,  and  thai  it  had 
een  heard  by  Gentlemen  standing  below 
the  bar.  The  hon.  Member  for  Dover 
had  certainly  risen  twice,  but  twice  he  had 
resumed  his  seat  He  had  sat  long  in  the 
House,  and  could  assert  thai  be  never 
heard  a  question  put  more  distinctly  and 
deliberatelv :  afterwards  there  was  almost 
a  dead  silence,  indicating  surprise  that 
no  Member  on  the  opposition  benches  rose 
to  soeak. 

Mr.  Ilawet  observed  thai  the  Chairman, 
quite  unintentionally  he  was  sure,  had  put 
the  question  in  a  tone  of  voice,  and  with 
a  rapidity  of  utterance  calculated  to  take 
oflf  attention.  He  should  noi  have  said 
so  but  for  the  solemn  and  emphatic  man* 
ner  of  the  right  bon.  Baronet  when  assert- 
ing the  contrary.  He  was  sitting  doae  to 
the  Table  at  the  time,  and  had  not  beard 
the  Question  put,  and  left  his  seat  to  ask 
the  Chairman  whether  be  had  in  fact  pnt 
it.  All  the  Members  round  him  had  par* 
ticipated  in  hb  doubts,  and  some  Members 
on  the  Treasury  bench  seemed  to  look 
with  extreme  surprise  when  they  found 
that  the  quettion  nad  been  put  and  car- 
ried. Nobody  had  risen  to  speak,  because 
thev  were  not  aware  that  the  opportunity 
hacf  arrived,  much  lets  that  it  bad  been 
lost. 

Mr.  Ellice  had  sat  near  the  Table,  and 
did  not  hear  the  aoeation  put.  The  effect 
was,  that  those  who  objected  to  the  reao* 
lution  had  been  deprived  of  tbe  opportn* 
nity  of  voting  against  it ;  but  many  other 
occasions  would  offer  themselves. 

Mr.  r.  Dumcombe  did  noi  consider  it 
of  much  importance  whether  tbe  com* 
niittee  divided  upon  the  first  or  second 
resolution.  He,  for  one,  bad  not  beard  a 
syllable  of  what  was  read  by  the  Chairman, 
excepting  when  he  declared  that  the  ayes 
had  It  He  hoped  thai  the  bon.  Oeotle- 
man  would  speiak  louder  in  future.  He 
was  Quite  sure  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  not  take  advantage  of  the  accident 

Mr.  Limlmg  sUtcd  that  be  had  dii- 1 


tinctly  heard  the  question  put  when  he 
below  the  bar  and  outside  the  green  door. 

Mr.  r.  Smitk  remarked,  that  in  that 
case  tbe  Chairman  was  much  better  heard 
out  of  the  House  than  in  iu  He  had  not 
heard  the  resolution  read,  but  merelv  tbe 
declaration  that  it  was  carried;  it  cer* 
tainly  was  not  read  in  the  usual  solemn 
and  formal  manner.  If  tbe  second  reso- 
lution were  even  successfully  resisted,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  be  able  to  kMod 
hb  measure  upon  the  first  resolution. 

Sir  R.  Pm  said,  that  hon.  Oentkmeo 
could  hardly  plead  ignorance  of  the  resolu- 
tion itself,  seeing  that  it  had  been  upon  the 
notice  paper  for  about  the  last  three  weeks. 
At  the  same  time,  ihey  might  not  be 
aware  when  it  was  actually  passed.  He 
wss  certainly  aware  of  the  course  taken  by 
the  Chairman,  and  heard  him  say  that  the 
ayes  had  it.  He  was  surprised  that  it  had 
passed,  and  that  no  hon.  Member  on  the 
other  side  bad  risen  to  oppose  it.  He 
admitted  thai  there  had  been  some  inad- 
vertence, but  still  the  resolution  had  been 
passed  ;  and  it  would  be  a  course  of  ex- 
treme danger  to  endeavour  to  reverse  the 
vote.  The  debate  might  proceed  on  the 
second  resolution,  but  it  seemed  lo  bin 
that  it  would  be  much  better  to  enter  into 
a  diKussion  of  the  whole  question  on  tbe 
report.  It  was  not  hb  wbh  to  take  undue 
advantage  of  any  accident. 

Alderman  Humphery  observed,  that  be 
wss  sitting  near  the  Table,  and  could  assert 
that  the  question  was  put  OMMt  delibe* 
ratelv.  He  had  not  seen  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  for  Dover  rise  until  tbe  Chairman  bad 
said  that  tbe  ayes  had  it. 

Mr.  Rkn  said,  that  he  had  risen  aAer 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Coventnr  (Mr. 
Ellice),  being  desirous  of  saying  that  it 
was  especially  necessary  at  thb  period  for 
thb  country  to  dbplay  tbe  extent  of  ber 
energies  and  resources.  He  would  noi 
treat  thb  as  a  party  question,  and  he  be* 
lieved  that  the  proposal  was  founded  upoa 
the  best  economy.  It  was  perfectly  con- 
sbtent  for  the  Members  of  tne  late  Admi* 
nbtration  to  resist  the  Income-lax^becmnse 
they  had  proposed  to  augment  the  rcrenne 
by  reducing  tbe  burdens  of  the  people ; 
but  he  should  offer  no  opposition  lo  the 
measure  of  the  ri^ht  bon.  Darooet  At  tbe 
same  time  be  must  sav,  that  to  tax  lee- 
tuating  incomes  in  tbe  saose  degree  as 
fixed  property,  was  a  great  bjostioe,  and 
he  hoped  that  some  remedy  mi|bt  be  fcood 
for  it.    He  bad  alwajs  been  m  Cwour  of 


igricallare ;  bat  lU  •dnhtcd  thai  tte  li| 
boo.  Barooet  had  minigad  h  mink  | 
tad  and  BppareDt  canaHif ,  w  oidcr 
one  portioD  of  the  Hoow  aisfat  hm  m 
a^inM  iDOiher.  Tbos  the  McBbos  tat 
Ireliod  vere  smjcd  agaiMt  tkm  af 
England  and  Scotland,  bj  ' 
couDtrr  froai  ihe  opmtioa  of  an 
lax.  The  reason  wa»,  that  the  right 
Baronet  bad  no  machmery  there  by 
to  work  it,  iDasmncb  as  do  aMCBMd 
existed  in  Ireland  ;  he  coald  ertabGak  mm 
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direct  taxation,  and  so  far  as  this  tax  was  1  commissioner  under  the  fofer  Ii 
direct,  be  approred  cf  it.     A  large  sum  j  tax.  and  was  acquainted  with  the 
must  be  raised  for  the  exigencies  of  the  '  of  the  whole  system.     WhcfCfCr  he  hii 
Sute,  and  he  was  vjlling  lo  ^Te  a  candid  i  been  of  late,  he  had  heard  the  it 
consideration  to  any  proposal  to  meet  the    of  the  tax  reprobated,  whether  by 
necessities  of  the  public  service.     On  this  ^  basiness,  or  by  soch  as  were  ea| 
account,  he  should  not  resist  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Gibton  explained  that  be  had  un* 
derstood  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  say 
that  be  could  not  discriminate  the  sources 
of  income,  and  would  rather  abandon  his 
plan  than  attempt  to  make  the  discrimi- 
nxtioo. 

Sir  /?.  Peti  had  been  misanderslcod  on 
that  point.  He  bad  never  said,  **  I  pro- 
pose my  plan,  and  you  can  make  no  alte- 
rations in  it.*"  He  bad  merely  staUrd  that 
the  tax  ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  in-  j  system  of  espionage  in  that  eiwntiy.  Ha 
come,  and  that  for  that  purpose  he  would  could  speak  from  his  own  koovMfC  af 
take  the  principle  of  fjrmer  act<.  He  had  the  oppressiveness  and  injustiee  of  the  MS 
beard  nothing  in  the.  liighiest  degree  to  ,  m  former  times,  when  be 
■hake  his  opinion  that  the  tax  should  be  .  siooer.  It  was  obyectiooablev  won 
imposed  upon  income,  and  not  exclusively  ,  becauie  it  was  burdensoae.  bat 
upon  property,  nor  was  there  any  grounJ  j  was  inqciS!tonal,  and,  thcrefoic,  odi 
for  saving  that  it  was  crilv  a  resource  for  :  He  was  a  v?urc  man  at  tf-^  time,  aad  m 
time  of  war.  A  tax  upon  income  was  the  j  a  very  short  tiae  be  fouwi  hit  daliaa  as 
basis  of  his  financial  pslrcy,  ar.d  he  mf ant ,  painful,  and  iocrnpatible  with  the  feelmfi 
to  defend  that  principle  to  the  utmost;  '  uf  a  gentiemis.  tbathe  bad  toM  hiifi 
but  he  h^d  neier  sa:d  that  he  would  aban-  j  that  he  would  no  longer  cootinae  aa 
doa  it  because  soxe  alteration  might  be  in  such  a  scene  cf  iBh)aity.  If  he 
made  in  the  details:  he  bad  never  held  njt  much  mistaken,  the ri^t  boo. 
out  any  such  expectation  as  that  he  would  !  would  bnd  dignities  of  this  kind  ■ 
abandon  the  tax  aitc^gsther  because  the  |  way  or.  the  present  occasioo.  Ha 
House  might  be  aga  nsi  him  on  some  par-  i  speaking  ci'  the  day  when  ID  perceal 
tjcular  point.  i  exscied.  and  on  th»  oecasioB  there  wi 

Mr.  Gtbton,  reccllected  the  woris  of  the  I  d.nerence  in  po:nt  of  principle,  and 
nz^t  hon.  Baronet  very disticcJy,  and  tte  l.tLe  m  ^  nt  of  practice;  for  the  trnfUt 
published  rt:ports  would  coadrm  h.s  roe-  ;  hca.  Barcoet  had  paased  a  bill  whieh 
morr.  The  r  jht  hen.  Baronet  had  %xhi,  •  nearlv  broozbt  lOs.  tJ  the  value  of  Mk 
**  Tuerc  oue^'.t  to  b*  r.o  discrimination  as  |  Tnat  bul  aad  the  ec^moos  amoaat  of  iko 
to  the  sources  fron:  «Mch  inccmt  is  ay  be  !  ri:>cnal  deS:  «i:h  which  the  rifhl 
derived  ;  and  if  you  a::er:pt  to  remn  the  i  Baronet's  prt^iecesion  bad  saddled 
tax  upcn  any  \  rcciple  vhicb  his  refiroce  i  r.aton,  were  at  the  root  of  the  evib 
to  the  sources  fr.'n  wb.-:h  irjoj*^  if  de-  w^jc'r.  wc  now  sufered.  acd  not  the 
rrred.  we  mu-l  abaric:.  the  Ijx  il:o;e-  or  c  irhi  xillrns  that  the  la:e  M 
ther."  Such  was  ir.tz  the  li:.^ai^e  c' i  had  a^iowtfd  t."  ^.^  :rro  arrear.  If  it 
the  nght  hen.  Bircnct.  a!:i:c=gh  he  x;g^: ,  :rue  that  «e  were  at  war  with  three  or 
be  disposed  low  to  air...:  cf  oocisci:.o::».  ;  d  re  rent  countries,  why  did  we  ooc  bonov 

Sir  R.  Perl  addeJ.  iha:  he  d.-i  r::  j  mcnev  as  w^  tad  dcr.s  before?  and  if  ma 
recocnise  the  josiict  of  the  pnr.c  pe  cf!  ■<!«  net  a:  war.  why  d-d  they  noc  poal- 
dischminating,  and  he  meat:  tJ  do  i^.  :r  p.  r:<  :he  ti\  *  He  had  hiaaelf  sat  aa  ft 
h.s  power  to  carry  the  tax  jp.n  the  prin-  ;  CN>7.m  ssN:«ir  cf  ihe  I  and^-tax  with  iMBOf 
ciple  he  had  suted  in  the  ca'.sei.  i  r^-e-:  c!a»»;:s.   w.:h  lasdownefi 

Mr.  RL:e  exp-lained  that  he  was  n:;  n  |  ■< -charts,  aii  cr.oe  w:ih  a  wine 
fav:-jr  cf  exempting  iccocies  dir. Ted  t':. a  .  ■L."  w;re  s:: «:  scn;:triz<rs  of  ineoae, 
pr.fcs»!0os«  but  of  c:od:'}i::g  the  ux  as  wa^i.zg  :o  \r.ow  ho«  other  people  (OC 
regarded  them.  j  tSrcuc-  the  «>.^ld  better  than  theaaelfca. 

Mr.  ll'auju;^'  saxi,  that  he  bid  beca  a  I  Rmj  were,  ladeed,  svora  to  aeoocy, 
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•otnehow  or  other  it  all  got  wind,  the  clerks 
perhipt  peached,  and  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  to  hear  it  aiked,  "  Is  it  true  that 
Mr.  So-and-so  has  only  such  an  income  V* 
How  would  landowners  hke  all  their  in- 
cumbrance and  family  allowances  thus 
made  known  ?  Then,  again  as  to  com« 
mercial  men  supposed  to  have  large  in- 
comes, they  might  have  lost  much  the 
year  before,  but  they  would  be  glad  to  pay 
a  large  lax  upon  what  ihcy  did  not  poiseu, 
because  if  their  customers  knew  that  they 
had  lost  so  much  the  year  before,  their 
trade  would  be  destroyed  altogether.  They 
would,  therefore,  gite  an  income  which 
they  did  not  possess,  and  injure  themselves, 
rather  than  lessen  their  credit.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  now  estimated  the  produce 
at  a  small  sum,  but  he  believed  it  would 
be  much  larger ;  the  screw  would  be  put 
on  to  a  great  extent.  He  knew  bow  it 
was  done  before,  for  he  had  been  a  com« 
missionerof  the  assessed  taxes  from  the  time 
he  was  bom,  he  might  say.  \^LaughUr.']  He 
might  raise  a  laugh,  but  it  was  true.  The 
assessed  tax  commiuioners  in  Scotland 
were  generally  the  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  he  was  himself  oo  the  list  of  justices 
when  he  was  eleveo  years  old.  and  became 
1  justice  on  attaining  tweoty-one,  just 
because  he  was  bom  with  a  silver  spoon  in 
his  mouth.  That  was  the  reason  why  they 
bad  so  man?  discreditaUe  mag^istnues  in 
Scotland :  toev  succeeded  as  justices  as 
they  succeeded  as  heritors.  And  having 
seen  what  had  been  in  Scotland  under  the 
old  act,  he  wished  to  put  the  people  on 
their  guard  as  to  the  machinery  employed. 
He  should  have  other  opportunities  for 
discuuion,  but  he  now  objected  to  the 
measure  on  every  ground,  both  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Houie  and  as  a  member  of  the 
community ;  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
aaying,  as  far  as  he  could  judge,  that  the 
people  approved  of  the  conduct  of  those 
Members  who  had  stopped  this  measure, 
and  sincerely  thanked  them,  whilst  they 
did  not  like  those  Members  of  the  late 
Ministry  who  went  out  of  the  House  at  a 
certain  hour  of  the  nieht,  and  left  their 
posts  undefended.  The  people  highly 
approved  of  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  Mem* 
her  for  Finsbury  (Mr.  T.  Duncombe),  and 
thought  him  their  tiest  friend.  The  people 
did  not  understand  what  the  word  "  fac* 
tious"  meant;  tliey  thought  that  the 
Radical  Members  had  only  done  their 
duty,  and  could  not  distinguish  between 
faction  and  duty.    Tboae  who  had  been 


absent  on  the  recent  division  had  not  done 
their  duty. 

Mr.  CKrutwuit  had  thought  there  bad 
been  a  growing  feeling  in  the  country  to 
favour  of  direct  taxation,  and  he  thought 
also  that  this  mode  had  found  great  favour 
with  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  Although  he  did  not  concur 
in  that  opinion,  he  had  felt  great  satisfac. 
I  tion  in  finding  such  a  mode  of  taxation 
I  adopted  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  as 
fixed  a  great  portion  of  the  other  side  of 
the  House  to  support  it.  He  was  aware 
that  the  Income-tax  might  give  rise  to 
some  injustice  in  respect  to  annuities,  and 
as  to  incomes  derived  from  taxes  and 
salaries ;  though  he  did  not  see  that  they 
should  go  entirely  free,  yet  he  admitted 
that  there  was  some  hardship  in  putting 
the  same  tax  on  incomes  which  depended 
on  the  exertions  of  individuals,  and  might 
be  interrupted  by  illness,  as  oo  more  per- 
manent incomes.  Holding  these  opinions, 
the  simple  quettion  was,  whether  the 
urgency  was  so  great  as  to  make  op  for 
these  defects?  He  thought  that  it  was. 
and  that  her  Majesty's  Oovemmeot  were 
fully  justified  in  their  propoaaL  In  a 
great  coootry  like  this,  the  reveooe  ahooM 
be  equal  to  the  expeoditore,  or  rather 
exceed  it ;  aod  they  were  called  tipon  to 
adopt  aomo  mode  of  taxatioo  io  which 
there  should  be  oo  oocertaioty.  Hoo. 
Gentlemen  opposite  were  alwip  piofeaaiog 
themselves  Imvourable  to  comoMrcial  ra» 
form,  and  they  ought  to  prefer,  as  he  did, 
the  tariff  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  their 
own,  especially  that  part  of  it  which  re- 
lated to  the  timber  duties ;  for  the  Ute 
measure  would  have  deeply  injured  Ireland 
— it  would  probably  have  throwo  moch 
Canadian  timber  out  of  the  market ;  thia 
would  stop  emigratioo  to  Canada,  aod 
in  proportion  as  they  stopped  that  emi- 
gration, they  would  inflict  an  injury  oo 
Ireland.  It  was  said  that  Ireland  was  to 
be  exempted  from  the  Income-tax,  hot  it 
had  to  pay  two  other  new  dotiea,  aod  bo 
coofessed  that  if  money  most  be  raiaed» 
he  preferred  taking  it  by  a  tax  oo  apirita^ 
which  would  operate  aa  a  discoorageoieot 
to  intemperance.  He  woold»  however, 
call  the  attention  of  the  right  hoo.  Barooei 
to  ooe  or  two  paru  of  that  tariff.  Thai 
which  enabled  vessels  to  procure  for  them* 
selves  foreign  proviaioos,  had  giveo  riae  io 
Ireland  to  great  complaints;  and  as  to 
foreign  cattle,  he  did  not  ihiok  tbeit 
would  be  0  great  ioeit aaci  bot  tbert  ahooM 
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all  the  povctt  of  km 

the  diffiealciei  Id  vlttch  the 

placed*  tod  be  kad 

his  Bind  to  tkc  neccMitni  ef  tjka  aapMl 

byt  m  looking  at  the  tariff  which  ha  hai 

pTOfXMed  for  the  rriicr  of  iha  aaiiBab  k 

appeared  that  his  will  was  at  vanawae  with 

b.f  proposd.    Let  theai  bok  •»  the 


to  the 


ith    tr-e   a^nceharal 
coartrr ;  aad  in 
oi  hts  coattneents.  vhv 
ftbcs^a  be  m»ie.  h«  ccwid  obIt  fdcr 
to  ine  n^i  boa.  Baroeet 
cccfpcKd   hit   laabiiitT   M 


be  a  higher  dvty  on  fat  cattle  than  on 

lean.     Upon  itaich  also,  the  cedoction  of 

dat?  was  ver?  great,  and  be  hoped  to  see 

it  increaaed  to  I  Of.     He  woald,  bovefer, 

sapport  the  right  boo.  ttaronet.  for  if  the 

aitematafe  were  betweea  the  Govemment 

of  the  right  boo.   Baronet    and   a  new 

Gorerameoi  to  be  fonned  bv  Soa.  Geotie- 

meo  opposite,  the  only  coarse  vbicb  be  ;  posal  with  refereccetothe 

bad  to  panae  was  clear.  laimer  from  the  scratiay, 

Mr.  IToir^ihoagbt,  ihatthecoBimitiee    had   heard   the  stalcseni  ■ada  by 
was  proceeding  with  this  di»cnsnoa  at  a    hon.  Meaiber  for  Greesock  with  ragael 
very  great  d  isad  rant  age  :  and  the   main  |  the  course  of  condact  of  the 
resoiution  having  been  earned,  be  ccaid  '  aod*r  the   old  acts.     Waa 
not  liisooveff  that  anT  benefit  cocld  anse  ■  onderco  sndi  a  scratinT  aa  ha 
fnxn   a  division    being  taken    accost   a  |  sen  bed  ^    Was  it  nothinf  In  ha 
minor  proposition  ;  bat  be  tboa^fat  that !  — for  a  man  to  be  pat  apan  hi 
boo.   Members  near   him    shonli   rather  ,  be   treated  with  coMemipl, 
stnte   10  master   all   their  force  for  tne    and  thoczh  he  had  givew  his 
parpoae  of  oppoting  tht  ^ncral  aaeafare    oath,  foe  that  evideace  to  he 
at  a  tatare  stage  of  ihe  proceeding.    W  ih    aavonhv  of  aabelirf  ?     nis  systi 
rvgard  to  ibe  manner  in  «b.ich  the  first    not  to  be   applied  to 
resoiat«oo  had  been  pat  to  the  Hrose.  be 
billed  to  assare  the  b^ei.  Chi^rman  tnat 
be   nad   not  beard  it.     He  va>,  at  the 
moment  when  it  vss  pui.  eara^ed  la  a 
oooversation  vtch  some  h:>a.  Knendt  Lear 
him  a>>a  the  proprietT  cf  lijcura.-;^  the 

debate  to  aootSer  ereo::;^,  ar.d  it  bad  net    «a:»far.orT  reatoo  for  lU 
re^cKed  h.s  earf ;  b*Jt  l»e  be^rged  to  »c^-    oat  cf  doors,  that  by  raoMnof  the 
gei:.  that  for  the  futare  ccnrenience  of   of  the  rr^bibiiioo  apoothei 
ibe  eommittea  the  Cha;nnan  shoaid  voci-    caitie.  the  former  wowld  be 
ferate  **  Order,  order  "  la  at  load  a  tcae  of    r*ts  own   part,  he  tbeafbi  that  iha 
▼OKe  as  he  coald  command,  before  be  pat    cui'.aiiit  need  be 
aaj  prcposfitJOQ  for  adopt  on.    He  tboaght    oha'erer  sport  th«  scare,  for  ha 
:r<at  'i  voaid  be  improper  row  to  re   ato    that  befxe  the  prrjottma  of  the 
a  d.K'ussN>a  oi  t%e  pr^po^.Zioa  which  !iad    bcc.  Barct^et  had  been 
':)e<:  ainpiiiv  derhied  ;  ^ut  ihefe  vas  o»e    Hoose.   hts  caicaiatKwi 
mattef  b<^xe  i::e  cc:::Bi::ee  arifec::r;  v.e    >"re«dly  aaie.  and  he  was 
'.Anoec  ir.temis  of  \:,t  ocactrf,  en  viicr. 
.'.e  mccid  osier   a    :';«  ren^Ariii.     Ii   ts^d 
:^*(r.  k'.wirs  *'i\i   .1    Ai.  cos  sines,  sad  :i 
kU  hzt*,  :aa:  ixii:  on.!:  >•  u^^f.i. »:)(>« •j 
i<-   'ITamt    !>:.ni  t?*^   peop!^   aox'fcrdirc  :o 
r*.-  m<a-ft  c:   S?i.  re  i'.  a  a  I'ral  l^«^^f 
sr>c  ..i  :*  p-:>    "*'.-*  ''^*    -   *•  cptra:«>s. 

:Hii  a  »^.fsr  A   s^-v «.«..>£  ■ft4  mhit  ?.c  tK 

-'^mer.    ari  iti:   r;   i^j:"   r-rcv:*^::!  vu 

.air  1.  r  ari  o Ht:  i-.-r.*;..  . :  li*  :rai  :c 

■   ::.  -  J -.It   c-r'  ;:  ♦  Od-I-^  *     A  si  ihiT 

•  ■  ■«  ■  -eo    : :    \-t  r" : r»: *  *.  oa   of  ibe   rr*-.; 

•  :■-  i^irc*:  r;  it  \bi  rtkz  c:  ^er  Ma:e«:]i  • 
i  vi  •  -fti  n  • :  fcTi  !*.rT<r»  "tre  ei- 
•-?-;<-:   iVj.-a  ;:  f    Kra:  r» — :ri:  c^pf^*- 

•  ■      k   i-^\  'z   k   i  Tj^*:«:  •£  :rjea- wiic: 

«:•■    i:  f .:     D*c-f»f       r^e 


s 


i«  k »  « 


>«. 


t^e  farsms  ia:er 
^^rr  fr-a  rs  ai3o?noa.     He 
.f  i&f  :  ecraiiiief  c-i  the  cowatre 
a  sac:;6c«.  cbf  F^^P^ 
nc  to  »a^mit  to  It:  that 
^re^«a^^d  :o  scppott  the  howowr  of  tha 
:  :^  ^▼  wSa:e««r  meiii  marhl  be 
*Y-:ui«^!e.     Bai  :^eTde&md  thai  thaea  IBM 

■  m 

a&t  Dece«&:v  tor  ibe  iarrA~s  which  wna 
ra.;ed  f.v.  ar^d  tScv  demand  id  thai  V  Ht 
v»t  erf.-^TOtd.  ::i  o^ric^i  shemU  foU< 
MS.  \«  &at  waa  the  fim 
UNI  «-:  1  :v>card  tc^  the  fosmcrt  k 
«**&.  :^:  .:  ;&e  *i-iMr'ft  i«wt 
XW.  r*fr  *rj.kS. 
=.C^*  ^e — «La:nie7  amonat  of 
T.i^.\  ^e  ::ref.:(ia  :;  ttteeahlwhmcw 
<^^c>•.*J  ^r  ''••;  -X-*w  ib«  scrwtinv  :  and 
Mn  a. .  «  as  tire  crraA.  the 


-^x^n  al:  c: 


'•^ai  iL«  iigt.1  hM   Bananet  tad  app4«u  f  awe ;  and 
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locome-tai.    Theo,  going  above  3(K)/« 
per  annum,  tuppoeiog  the  rent  of  the 
farmer  to  be  above  300/.  a  year,  hb  profit 
was  to  be  aaietted  at  one-half  hb  rent. 
What,  he  asked,  was  the  justice  of  thia  re« 
solution  ?   He  would  tell  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  what  was  pasting  out  of  doors— > 
what  were  the  opinions  eipressed  upon 
this  subject  by  those  who  were  entitled 
to  express  their  feelings  and  views.     It 
was  believed  that    this  proposition   was 
made  to  keep  the  50/.  tenants  in  good 
humour— that  it  was  a  *'  sop  to  Cerberus," 
to  satisfy  the  great  land  monster  of  the 
country.     He  had  heard  no  satisfactory 
explanation  of  this  part  of  the  case  from 
the  right  hon.  Baronet.     lie  believed  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  the  greatest 
possible  difficulties  to  contend  with — he 
unhesitatingly  admitted  that  he  had  ncTcr 
known  a  ministry  assuming  office  under 
circumstances  of  greater  difficulty,  but  he 
thought  that  scnne  explanation  upon  the 
point  to  which  he  had  adverted  was  re- 
quisite.   Then,  what  was  the  state  of  the 
case  with  reference  to  the  tariff,  and  the 
Corn-law?    He  believed   that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  himself  did  not  consider  that 
he  should  reduce  the  price  of  bread  in 
this  country  by  the  proposal  which  he  had 
made  in  reference  to  the  introduction  of 
foreign  wheat  into  England,    The  trades- 
man said  to  this,  '*  See  the  redaction  the 
Minister  ia  proposing  on  articles  of  foreign 
manufacture ;  but  aurely  when  such  a  re- 
duction   is    made,    a    similar    reduction 
should  be  made  in  the  price  of  food,^ 
and  he  thought  that  this  was  a  very  fair 
and  just  observation.     It  was  exceedingly 
difficult  to  know  whether  any  reduction 
in  the  price  of  food  would  be  made  by  the 
measure  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and  he 
believed  that  those  who  were  most  con- 
versant with   the  subject  declared  their 
couTiction  that  there  would  be  no  reduc- 
tion effected  ;  the  experiment  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  might  regulate  trade  with 
reference  to  the  introdoctioo  of  foreign 
corn,  but  be  was  convinced  that  in  the 
actual  price  of  bread  no  change  would  be 
effected  favourable  to  the  working  man. 
Lookiot;   at  the   tariff,  they   found  that 
many  of  the  duties,  which   were  called 
protective  duties,   were  reduced  50  per 
cent,  and   upwards,  and  they  were  told 
that  this  was  done  for  the  benefit  of  the 
working  classes :  but  the  working  people 
caase  lo  him  and  said^'*  As  the  price  of 
food  ia  BOI  to  be  lowered,  are  tbeee  reduc- 


tions fairp**    Articles  of  brass,  bronie, 
pewter,  copper,  shoes,  gloves,  furs,  were 
all  to  be  admitted  at  reduced  duties ;  but 
the  working  classes  declared,  that  as  the 
consequence  of  this  measure  their  ruin 
was    inevitable,     lie  believed  that    the 
right  hon.  Boronet  desired  most  sincerely 
to  benefit  the  country,  but  be  thought 
that  if  he  gave  his  proposition  some  new 
consideration,  he  woula  draw  the  conclu- 
sion  which  had  already  been  drawn  by 
others,  that  it  was  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  working  clasaes,  in  permitting  the 
introduction  of  articles  of  foreign  menu* 
facture  at  reduced  prices,  while  it  did  not 
make  a  correspondinic  reduction  in   the 
price  of  food.     Something  had  been  said 
of  the  introduction  of  cattle,  and  of  the 
consequent  injury  which  would  be  pro- 
duced to  the  landed  interesu  of  Scotland, 
and  also  of  Ireland.     He  was  sure  that  if 
the  landed   interests  of  England  would 
only  investigate  this  subject  with  a  proper 
feeling,  and  with  a  due  consideration  for 
the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  empire,  if 
they   would  but  reflect  on  the  immense 
amount  of  wealth  whieh  they  had  accu- 
mulated in  consequence  of  giving  freedom, 
and  therefore  increased  energy  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  they  would  be  aatia- 
fied  that  the  security  of  their  own  poases- 
sioos  irould  be  best  attained  by  an  exten- 
sion of  that  system  whieh  bad  been  al- 
ready commenced.     He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  right  hon.  Barooet  woul^  again 
take  hia  propoaitioos  into  consideratioa ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  clamour  raised 
among  interested  parties  out  of  doors,  see 
whether  it  was  not  consistent  with  his  duty 
to  bring  forward  a  resolution  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reducing  wheat  to  a  lower  price, 
so  as  to  enable  the  working  people  of  this 
country  to  compete  with  the  foreign  arti- 
ficer^an  object  which,  if  he  gained,  he 
was    convinced  would    secure    him   the 
blessings  of  millions  of  bis  fellow  country- 


Mr.  Simari  IFbrllty  thought  that  the 
answer  to  the  question,  which  the  boo. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  had  put  to 
the  right  hon.  Barooet,  waa  obvioua.  1| 
was  this — that  in  the  case  of  the  agricnl 
tural  tenant,  there  was  a  test  as  to  the 
aoiount  of  property  on  which  the  assess- 
ment should  be  laid,  whereas  with  remct 
to  persons  who  derive  a  subsistence  from 
trade  no  such  test  existed.  With  regard 
to  the  propoaitioo  between  rent  paid  by 
the  teoaot,  and  lea  impoaed  upoa  bm. 
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there  might  be  room  for  dttcuision,  but 
that  was  a  qaestion  entirely  different  from 
that  upon  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  relied,  and  into  which  he  should 
not  enter.  The  hon.  Gentleman,  he 
thought,  had  quite  miicalculated  the  result 
of  the  measure  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
with  reference  to  its  result  upon  the  landed 
interests  of  the  country ;  for  he  fully  be* 
lieved  that  the  new  tariff  and  the  proposed 
Corn-law  would  have  a  most  maleriil 
effect  upon  the  prices  of  the  food  of  the 
working  classes.  In  the  article  of  corn 
alone  he  believed  the  reduction  of  duty 
would  amount  to  not  leu  than  130  per 
cent.  For  his  own  part  he  should  have 
been  exceedingly  willing  to  have  seen  a 
measure  adopted  with  a  view  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Income-taa  in  the  case  of  per- 
sons engaged  in  trades  and  professions. 
If  such  a  course  could  be  taken  without 
any  serious  damage  being  done  to  the 
scheme  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet — and 
he  really  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Baro* 
net  would  eiert  all  his  ingenuity,  and 
adopt  any  suggestion  which  might  be  of- 
fered to  him,  with  a  view  to  carry  out  this 
object — which  could  be  adopted  without 
endangering  the  general  success  of  the 
measure  which  he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  Hope  Johnttone  would  press  upon 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  case  of  the  farmers  of  Scotland,  who, 
so  far  from  realising  a  profit  from  their 
agricultural  exertions  of  one-half  the 
amount  of  their  rent,  were,  in  reality,  in  a 
far  inferior  position.  If  the  opportunity 
were  afforded  them,  he  was  persuaded 
they  would  be  able  to  prove  this  fact  by 
evidence  at  the  bar  of  the  House. 

Sir  R.  Peel:  I  hope  the  House  will 
bear  in  mind  the  iwo  speeches  which  have 
just  been  delivered  on  thi*  subject;  I 
mean  the  speech  of  my  hon.  Friend  who 
has  just  sat  down,  and  that  of  the  other 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Fins- 
bury.  The  latter  Oentleman  seems  to 
hint  that  favour  was  shown  to  agricultural 
income,  for  the  purpose  of  conciliating 
political  opponents ;  and  spoke  of  ru- 
mours  being  afloat,  that  the  present  pro- 
position was  brought  forward  for  that  pur- 
poie.  On  the  other  hand,  my  hon.  Friend 
behind  me  (Mr.  Johnstone)  contends,  that 
it  is  unjust  to  the  agricultural  tenants  to 
assume  that  their  income  ought  to  be 
estimated  at  one-half  the  rental,  and  de- 
nies thai  such  is  the  case,  as  rei^ards  that 
class  of  persons  an  Scotland.     I  hope  that 


the  confltcthig  opinioos  cootaiodl  ia 
two  speeches  will  lenre  to  coDviaflt 
House  that  it  was  the  inttotioa  of  O^ 
vernment  to  attempt  to  deal  o«t  ■■ 
measure  of  justice  to  all  partieiL  _  I 
all  events,  assure  those  boo. 
and  also  the  House,  wbieh  I  hope 
support  m»  in  carryiog  throng  tlie 
sure  successfully,  that  in  makiof  the 
position  there  was  no  intention  to 
ate  any  political  parties  in  the 
the  only  object  being  to  deal  aa  faMf 
possible  between  t^  producer  oad 
consumer.  I  am  relieved  by  the 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Fineborj. 
some  difficulty  which  1  might  hafo  is 
swering  varions  commanicetiooa  I 
received,  the  whole  tenour  of  whiA 
that  the  proposed  financial  scheoM 
wholly  in  favour  of  the  mannfactoreTt 
dealt  with  much  injastiee  by  the  ' 
turists.  It  will  afford  some  satisfiBeCioa  to 
the  parties  so  complaining  to  beor 
the  hon.  Member  for  Finery  that 
will  be  no  material  reduction  in  the 
of  com,  and  that  upon  this  pomC 
sgricultural  classes  are  laboorinf 
delusion.  The  statements  of  the 
Gentleman  are  so  completely  di 
from  the  communications  which  I 
received  that  I  owe  him  eoa 
ledgement  for  assistinf  me  to  diepel 
alarm  which  existed  on  the  part  of  Ao 
sgricultural  body.  The  hon.  GentleaH 
dwelt  strongly  upon  the  favour  whieh  Ao 
proposition  conferred  upon  the  ogiMl* 
turists  as  compared  with  the  maoner  io 
which  it  would  operate  upon  osaoofiM* 
lurers,  and  the  hardship  to  which  Ikooe 
latter  would  be  subjected  by  a  seraliaj 
into  their  trade.  I  hold  in  mj  bead  a 
statement  made  to  the  GoveroaMal  oa 
the  part  of  the  farmers  with  respect  to  tfco 
proposed  financial  plan.  This  d 
ststes  that  they  have  never,  with  the 
ccption  of  one  or  two  favourable 
made  a  profit  on  their  farms,  including  tko 
interest  of  their  capital,  nearly  equal  ia 
half  their  rents,  and  that  for  the  lait  ek 
years  there  has  been  a  sneceesioa  of  had 
crops,  which  has  made  the  retura  for  ihair 
labour  and  outlay  very  inadequate.  IVuf 
conclude  by  saying,  that  they  do  not  oIk 
ject  to  an  Income-tax,  that  they  aaa 
quite  willing  to  pay  their  fair  ptoportioa 
of  the  necessary  burdens  of  the  Btala, 
and  that  all  they  desire  is,  that  they 
not  be  dealt  with  according  to  aa 
trary  rule,  different  from  twat 
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(Xhtr  branches  of  the  commimilj,  and 
which,  in  their  own  individual  case,  they 
think  would  be  attended  with  injustice, 
aifectinf^  not  only  theni%elves  but  the 
public  at  larfce.  The  hon.  (fcntleinau 
opposite  says  1  om  unjust  to  the  an^icuU 
tural  interest.  To  what  part  of  them  is 
that  observation  meant  to  apply!  [Mr. 
Wallace:  Tu  my  own  couiiirv.]  Oh! 
to  your  own  country  only.  Tlie  manner 
in  which,  in  former  periods,  the  Income- 
tax  has  been  applied  to  those  enf^a^ed  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  has  been  by  calcu- 
lating the  profits  of  the  r<rmcr  on  a  certain  ! 
proportion  which  ihey  have  bveu  assume«i  | 
to  bear  to  the  rent.  That  proportion  1 
reduce  from  three-fourths  to  one-half,  from 
a  perfect  conviction  that  tlic  rent  of  the 
farmer  has  been  raised  in  proportion  to 
his  profits,  and  because  I  do  believe  that 
reduction  to  be  consistent  with  justice.  I 
am  quite  wiUing  to  admit,  that  there  are 
circumstances  in  respect  to  Scotland  which 
may  make  some  difference.  There  are 
modifications  in  the  act  of  1800  which 
apply  to  the  Scottish  fanners,  .\llowanci  s 
were  made  to  them  on  account  of  the 
exemption  of  the  land  from  the  payment 
of  tithe.  There  are  also  circumstances, 
I  am  ready  to  admit,  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  county  and  local  charges  are  borne 
10  England  and  Scotland,  which  require 
some  consideration.  All  I  can  state  is, 
that  1  wish  to  put  the  Scottish  farmer  as 
nearly  as  may  be  on  the  sane  footing  as 
the  English  farmer,  which  it,  I  think, 
demanded  by  justice.  1  apprehend  the 
peculiarity  of  the  case  is,  that  local  charges 
in  that  country  being  generally  borne  by  | 
the  landlord,  and  in  Eugland  by  the  te-  , 
nant,  that  constitutes  a  reason  why  a 
difference  was  made  in  the  former  act ;  - 
and  I  readily  admit,  that  it  would  not  be 
quite  fair  to  tax  the  tenants  of  the  two 
countries  in  precisely  the  same  ratio.  With 
reaped  to  the  general  question  of  imposing 
this  tax,  I  find  throughout  the  country,  as  j 
I  have  said  in  the  coarse  of  this  evening, 
a  strong  sense  of  the  necessity  of  soire 
vigorous  exertion  for  the  restoration  oi 
the  national  finances.  I  find  also,  I  must 
say,  that  interest  felt  in  the  maintenance 
of  public  credit  wbieb  indocea  all  parties  to 
come  forward  with  cheerfulness,  and  take 
their  ahare  in  the  burdens  which  may  be 
necessary  for  this  pnrpose.  When  it  comes 
to  the  question  of  imposing  taxes,  I  mu«l 
say,  I  think  it  highly  creditable  to  this 
country  that  there  is  a  generallv  prevailing 

voLlxi.  {ttij 


inclination  to  make  an  exertion  for  the 
maintenance  of  national  honour  and  irood 
faith.  I  must  say  also,  of  the  agricultural 
interest  in  particular,  that  I  have  found 
among  them  the  greatest  willingness  to 
l)ear  their  part  of  taxation,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly certain  that  the  prevalence  of  that 
fecliii}^  will  ensure  ultimate  suci-eu  to  this 
ailcinjit  to  er|ualiBe  the  cx|>cnditure  with 
tli«*  income  of  Government.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  I  must  say,  that  concur- 
rently with  that  general  acquiescence,  there 
is  on  the  part  of  every  interest  in  the 
rouniry  a  universal  desire  to  remonstrate 
agaiiiKt  any  interference  with  them,  each 
sayin;C  ihat  they  are  the  part  of  the  com- 
munity which  is  most  hardly  treated  by 
the  tax.  The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
sayi,  for  instance,  that  there  is  no  reduc* 
tion  in  the  protection  to  articles  of  food 
corresponding  with  the  reduction  which  I 
propose  in  articles  of  manufacture.  It 
was  impouible  for  me,  in  dealing  with 
interests  so  extensive  and  so  coroplicmtedy 
not  to  anticipate  that  I  should  receive 
remonstrances  of  that  kind.  But  the 
consolation  which  I  and  my  Colleagnea 
have  is  this— the  consciousness  that  in 
dealint;  with  those  interests  we  have  at- 
tempted to  do  justice,  and  not  to  conciliate 
support.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Manchester  aaid  at  one  time  that 
he  was  perfectly  convinced  this  tax  would 
be  a  permanent  one,  and  at  another  time 
he  said  he  was  perfectly  convinced  the 
outcry  against  it  would  be  so  great  that  a 
repeal  must  immediately  take  place.  He 
said  I  had  promised  a  repeal  of  the  tax  at 
the  end  of  five  years.  I  begged  to  remind 
him  of  what  I  really  did  say.  I  said  I 
thought  a  fair  experiment  could  not  be 
made  with  respect  to  the  tariff  in  leaa 
than  five  years ;  but  at  the  same  time  I 
proposed  that  the  duration  of  the  tax 
should  be  limited  to  three  Years,  and  I 
reserved  to  Parliament  the  full  power  of 
determining  whether  or  not  the  tax  should 
be  continued.  That  was  the  statement  I 
miide ;  but  I  am  perfectly  certain,  if  the 
tax  should  receive  that  strong  opposition 
with  which  I  am  threatened  by  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  and  if  the  general  sense 
of  the  conntry  be  decidedly  against  it, 
that,  at  the  end  of  three  years.  Parliament 
will  be  unwilling  to  continue  it ;  but  if  no 
such  aversion  to  it  should  be  manifested, 
then  I  must  say,  I  hope,  that  at  the  end 
of  the  period  of  three  years  Parliament 
will  consent  to  the  continaiBCc  of  it  for 
2T 
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iDcoacOtz  wkkh  kat  bcni 
foriBcr  jeaiB.    I  bopt  Omj  «■  U, 
there  cmn  be  do  d 


foch  ■  period   as  the  pablic  eiigenciet 

aity  require,  ind  it  wilt  be  for  Pirliaoient 

iifielf   to   drtermine   the    length    of  that 

period  on  a  comperiscn  of  the  advaDtages  '  time  of  peaee,  in  mpeet  of  tkt 

ot' the  ca«  with  its  inronveniencet.    Feeling  '  the   iococne   taied,  wbieb 

ever  J  confidence  that  the  reduction  which  I  appealed  to  in  liiDe  of 

I   propoie   in   the   protective  duties  «ih  '  lishin^  aolocome-taz  lor  al 

afford  ample  scope  to  the  development  of  I  hope   they  will  take  apccial 

ihe  energies  of  the  commanitv.  I  entertain  i  establish  any  prcccdeat  which 

the  hope,  that  unless  circumstances  not  '  a  tendency  to  inpair  the 

now  fore«een  should  aiise,  there  may  be  '  instroneoc  which  yoa  Bajbt 

an  opportoniiy  of  potring  ao  end  to  this  '  call  into  action  io  tine  of  wWp  mod  •■ 

taa  at  the  eipiration  of  the  period  of  five    your  chief  reliaoce  amy, 

yearn  to  which  I  have  referred,  but  1  have  -  for  enabliof:  you  to  mikt  iIm  i 

a  fery  strong  impression  that  its  imposi-  <  the  country  in  time  of 

tion   in   the   meantime    will    be   for   the  >  correspond  with  its  eipendiun.     I 

general   benefit    of    the    whole  country.  ■  the    House  will  oevtr  loao  Mgkt  of 

With  respect  to  the  red  net  ion  of  the  pro*  >  importance  of  kcepiae  th 

tectife  duties  on  corn  1  have  always  said  '  fringed,  and  if  ao  I 

that  I  thought  there  ought  to  be  a  corre-  I  taken,  whether  in  time  of  peaca  or  of 

sponrling  reduction  in  the  protection  on  '  I  hope  the  country  will  sea  tbe  jaodcft  if 

msnufsciured  articles.      I  propose  a  re-  >  a  proposal  to  subject  tha  iatoaw  of 

duction  of  the  protection  on  all  articles,  >  viduals  to  equal  tasatioa.     If,  ia 

almost  indiscriminately,  on  com  and  pro-  '  peace,  yon  make  eBCepuont  io 

vision 4.  MS  well  as  on  manufactured  goods.  >  persons  holding  a  life  interest,  or 

I  entertain  now  the  confident  belief  that    olfices,  I  do  sat  von  will  be 

there   will  be  from  the  combined   result  <  precedent  to  which   in  time  of 

ofallih«<e  measures  that  which  1   think  i  appeal  maybe  made  with  eqiuJ  j 

will  be  highly  desirable  to  this  country, —  1 1  should  be  inclined.   Sir,  to  doabi 

a  reduction  in  the  general  expenditure  of  I  policy  of  an  income- 1 as  at  all.  if  yaa 


not  have  retort  to  ic  without  catal 
a  precedent  which  might  lead  totka 
dangerous  coosequeoccs. 

Lord  J.  RutuU  entirely  agtead  vkh  Aa 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ia  tha  principla  ka 
had  laid  do»n,  ihat  it  would  ba  aMBl 
unadvisable  to  impair  the  efficieaay  af 
such  ■  powerful  instruoieDt  of 
an  Income-tax,  and  it  was  for  that 
he  should  be  unwilling  to  vote  ia 
of  any  particular  exemptions  which 


the  people  on  articles  necessary  to  their  sub- 
sistenceand  to  their  comforts.  We  shall  then 
hold  out  an  increased  temptation  to  Gentle- 
men to  remain  at  home,  instead  of  spending 
their  money  abroad.  I  entertain  the  con- 
fident belief,  that  speaking  generally,  there 
will  be  on  account  of  the  reduction  in  the 
price  of  li? ing — a  reduction,  be  it  observed, 
in  the  benefit  of  which  the  agriculturist 
will  participate  equally  with  the  manuKic- 
turf'r  and  the  abourer — a  pecuniarv  saving 

in  the  amount  of  weekly,  monthly,  and  *  be  proposed.  Therefore  it  waa,  tbai 
annu.il  espendiiure,  which  will  coropen-  >  felt  disinclined  now  to  eatertaia  the 
Kate,  very  nearly,  if  not  altoi^ethcr.  for  :  posal  of  such  a  tax  at  all,  bccaata  be 
tho4»'  Mini«,  whatever  they  may  be.  which  .  Ihat  if  you  called  upon  tha  eoaaUY  •• 
individuals  are  called  upon  to  contribute  make  a  great  effort  of  thia  kind,  aad  if  ika 
on  account  of  the  tax  of  3  percent,  on  -country  found  the  burden  to  be  vaij 
th'-ir  incomes.  Sir,  I  hope  that  this  Houte.  oppressive  and  very  galhng,  yoo  woaMt  ia 
after  ha«ine  discuf«ed  the  sulijrct,  will  I  u  certain  deicree,  prejudica  any 
come  to  the  conclusion  which  I  have  <  Mhich  might  be  made  for  large 
forn.ei).  and  which  further  reHfOtion  has  i  tions  in  time  of  war.  It  appeared  tbal  ika 
c  irifinned,  that  the  present  situation  of  i  llouie  had  now  lu  deal  Only  with  a  paitK 
ihe  cour.try  does  require  a  vi;:or  us  exer-  ;cular  pan  of  the  proposition  of  Iha  rigbk 
lion  to  be  made,  and  that  the  llouie  will  ,  hon.  Gentleman,  and  he  wished  to  ea J  % 
consent  to  enable  us  to  make  the  experi-  i  few  words  only  on  ti<is  part  of  the  sa 
met  I  of  rettonnfTonr  finance!  to  prosperity  The  r.ght  hon.  Gentleman  said,  be 
hv  a  til  on  Ihe  income  ol  the  country.  '  to  tbe  principles  on  which  the  farOMT  la* 
If  they  resoUe  on  an  Income-tax,  then  I  coroe-tax  was  levied  in  fixing  tha 
hope  they  will  adopt  tbe  principle  of  that  i  tioa  which  wu  to  be  bofaa  by  Iba 
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luriiiu.     He  mtint  mv,   he  thoug:ht  the 
ri^ht  hon.  Baronet  haci  made  a  niittake  at 
to   the   amount  of  rent    which   he    had 
telei'trd  a^  the  lowest  standard  on  which 
the  Income-tax  was  to  b«*  levteil,  Lind  that 
change  now  made  would  be  ?crj  injurious, 
because,  while  there  were  some  ritaiei  on 
which,  ihr  f.irms  beinj:  lariro,  the  tcnnnlt 
would    liafo  to  pay  the  lax,   tliere  were 
other  estates  where   the  tcn:nit^  having 
small  farms,  would  not  Ik;  liable  to  any 
tax  at  all.     If  this  tax  were  to  last  for  a 
certiiin  number  of  years,  the  landlord  of 
the  latter  would  derive  an  adiantaj^e  which 
the    proprietor  of  the  former  would   not 
possets.     He  thought  it  was  not  advisable 
in  any  scheme  of  taxation  to  favour  anv 
particular  mode    m    which    a    proptieior 
might  choose  to  let  his  land,    i  'onsequently 
the  proposal  of  the  right  ho**.  Gentleman 
had   this  injurious  effect  which  had  not 
attended    the   former   Income-tax.      The 
observation  made  by  an  hon.  (ientlemun 
represent! n*;:  a  part  of  Scotland,  with  re 
spect  to  dilTerenco    between  the   Scotch 
and  English  tenants,  was  also  deserving  of 
consideration.     Under  the  fonner  Income- 
tax  three^fourths  of  the  rent  were  taken  as 
the  criterion  of  tlie  profits  of  the  Fnglish 
tenants,  and  one*half  of  the  reot  as  the 
criterion  of  the  profits  of  the  Seotch  te- 
nants.    There  teemed  to  be  tome  reason 
for  nsaking  that  dittinetion,  because  manv 
charges  were  paid  by  tenants  in  Kngland, 
bein|^  ancient  and  customary,  which  were 
not  paid   by  tenants  in    Scotland,    and 
therefore  the  rent  of  the  former  was  pro- 
port  ionably  lower.     The  right  hou.  Gen- 
tleman said,  he  found  the  Knf  liih  tenants 
charged  too  much,  and  be  diminished  the 
amount  on  which  the  tax  was  to  be  rated 
to  one*half  of  their  renta ;  but  it  did  not 
appear  why  tome  distinction  thould  not 
be   made   between   the    Knglish  and  the 
Scotch  tenants.  He  certainly  had  not  heard 
any  reason  for  not  retaining  this  distinc- 
tion :  bat  this  wai  a  matter  of  detail,  and 
might  be  discussed  hereafter.     With  re- 
•pect  to  opposite  and  contradictory  com* 
plaints  having  been  made,  he  mutt  say,  that 
though  they  were  op()Oaite,  there  wat  very 
considerable  juatice  in  many  of  them.    He 
thought  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  had 
made  a  well-founded  complaint  when  he 
said  that  a  great  distinction  was  drawn 
between  the  landed  interest  of  this  countrv 
and  tome  of  the  manufacinring  interests, 
in  respect  to  the  lowering  of  the  tariff*,    it 
did  oot  appear  why  the  reduction  of  ike 


duty  on  corn  should  be  in  a  smaller  ratio 
than  that  on  metals  and  leather.  He 
could  well  understand  that  the  makers  of 
boots  and  shoes,  and  workers  in  brass, 
might  declare  their  readiness  to  com- 
pete with  fon»ign  manufacturers,  but 
then  he  had  a  right  lo  ask  to  be  put 
u|}on  f(p:al  terms,  and  if  he  found 
tli:il  the  corn  and  flour  from  abroad  would 
feed  him  l>etter  and  cheaper  than  the  corn 
and  flour  at  home,  he  might  claim  to  be 
etiahleil  to  buy  that  com  and  flour,  in 
order  that  he  niif^ht  compete  with  foreign- 
ers. Hut  let  him  not  be  exposed  to  that 
competition  at  a  disadvantage,  for  that 
would  not  be  manifesting  that  warinett 
with  which  the  Legislature  ought  to  act 
in  regulating  the  different  duties.  He 
( l^rd  jjohn  liusaell)  confessed,  that  the 
mode  which  had  been  adopted  in  arrange 
ing  the  duties  in  the  tariff  was  not  the 
f:iircst  which  the  legislature  could  have 
ailopled.  The  right  bon.  Gentleman  said 
there  was  an  unnecettary  alarm  prevailing 
in  the  country,  both  amongst  the  pro- 
ducers of  corn  and  provitions,  but  that 
they  should  recollect  that  the  reduced 
cost  of  living  would  affect  Ihem  at  well  as 
oihcr  clasaes.  Now  it  appeared  lo  him 
that  one  of  the  great  evils  which  had  been 
attendant  oo  the  plan  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronel  vat  the  tuddeooetaof  the  change. 
The  change  must  have  appeared  aott  tiid« 
den  lo  the  data  of  peraont  be  bed  alluded 
to,  for,  from  the  declarationt  and  Ibe  re- 
commendationt  of  Geoilenen  oppotite, 
their  supporters  had  no  reaaon  to  lielievo 
that  any  toch  propotitbnt  were  intended 
to  be  made.  They  were  not  told  that  he 
was  aware  of,  by  Gentlemen  opposite, 
that  the  Corn* laws  were  so  defective  that 
thi.y  mutt  be  altered.  They  bad  not  been 
informed  by  these  Crentleoien  at  public 
mettinst,  or  from  the  huslinga,  that  the 
prohibitory  duties  on  the  importation  of  fo- 
reign cattle  were  so  very  absurd  tod  ob- 
jectionable that  they  mutt  be  abandoned 
and  taken  away.  If  they  had  preyioutly 
been  informed  of  thb,  they  would  oot  bavo 
the  tame  ground  of  complaint  as  they  had 
at  present.  After  tuch  complete  aileoce 
had  been  maintained  by  thote  whoa  they 
had  to  strenuoutljf  supported,  was  it  tur- 
pi  isiiig  that  the  farmera  were  not  ready  to 
see  the  necettity  of  adopting  the  pro- 
posed changes.  For  hit  own  part  he  sin- 
cerely believed,  that  when  the  proposed 
arrangements  were  made,  there  was  no 
aecetaity  for  the  faroitrB  tQ  appreKend 
2t2 


1 


tage  to  the  foreign  mtDafaetaifr  omr  «ar 
own  manufacturer,  but  thai  they  «mpe»» 
pared  to  carry  out  the  aa»e  priacinle  M 
regarded  theimelfea  for  the  geoeial  iter 
est  and  beneBt  of  ihe  community. 

Mr.  Greene  said,  that  befoie  leaving tk« 
Chair  he  wished  to  offer  a  few  woraa  b 
explanation  of  hit  conduct.    When  tfce 
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any  great  evils  that  would  result.    He 

must  add,  that  when  he  recollected  the 

conduct  of  those  who  had,  both  in  that 

House  and  out,  stated  that  they  stood  up 

exclusively  as  the  friends  of  the  farmers, 

and  who  arrogated  to  themselves  the  sole 

privilege  of  protecting  their  interests,  and 

who  had  declared  that  lliey  would  keep 

the  Corn-laws  intact,  and  that  the  prohi- 1  hou.  Memt>er  for  Ipswich   bad 

bitory  laws  against  the  importation  of  fo- ;  order,   he   had   supposed  that  the 

reign  meat  should  remain  as  they  were,  he    Member  had  intended  to-advert  lo 

was  not  surprised   at  the   apprehensions    thing   which   had    fallen   from   the 

expressed  by  the  farmers.     The  conduct    Member  for  Manchester,  who  bad  jl 

pursued  on  this  occasion  appeared  to  him  i  down,  and  it  was  only  on  that 

as  if   it  were    like    followiog    the    front  I  that  he  I. ad  thought  it  his  dnty  to 

rank  of  an  nrmy  which  suddenly  turned    the  hon.  Member.     He  (Mr.  Gieeoe) 

round  and  fired  on  those  whom  they  had  i  little  thought  that  the  hon.  Member 

induced  to  follow  them.     After  what  had  J  risen  for  the  purpose  of  alladiag  to  Me 

taken  place  with  reference  to  the  first  reso-  \  conduct  in  relation  to  whet  had 

lution,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to         ' 

take  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  second 

resolution,  but  in  bringing  up  the  report 

he  should  propose  a  resolution,  as  he  found  ■  desirous  of  observing  upon  his  eoodaets 

that  it  was  only  in  the  House  that  he  could  '.  on  the  contrary,  he  was  thankfnl  to 

propose  an  amendment  to  the  resolution.  |  Members  for  observing,  whether  in 

He  begged  the  committee  to  recollect,! bat ,  or  in  private,  on  his  conduct  in  the 

the  proposed  alteration  in  the  tariff  was ,  for  he  could  assure  the  committee  UmI  km 


during  the  preceding  pari  of  the 

He  was  the  last  person  in  the  worid 

wish  to  interrupt  hon.  Members  who 


was  only  anxious  faithfully  to  diaeiiunkii 
duty.  It  was  his  conscieotioua  belief  llMft 
he  had  put  the  question  fairly 
tinctly,  and  he  could  assure  the 
that  nothing  could  be  more  peiafnl  to 
feelings,  than  to  have  it  supposed  thmlUf 
conduct  of  his  had  been  each  ea  to 


an  entirely  different  matter  from  the  pre- 
sent proposition;  and,  in  alluding  to  the 
proposed  changes,  he  would  seriously  heg 
those  whom  it  was  proposed  to  continue 
to  favour  with  a  high  protecting  duty  on 
com,  seriously  to  consider  whether  it  was 
not  at  once  desirable  to  make  the  Corn 

Bill  assimilate  and  conform  to  the  general ;  vent  any  opinion  from  being  ez| 
rule  which  seemed  to  be  laid  down  in  the '  either  by  the  committee  or  by  nay 
proposed  tariff  with  regard  to  article*  of  Member, 
manufacture.  If  they  did  not  assent  to  Mr.  W,  Wiiluims  had  anderttood  tko 
such  a  chenge  they  might  depend  upo:i  it  ^  hon.  Gentleman  to  express  hiswillii 
that  constant  propositions  would  be  made  to  put  the  first  resolution  again,  if 
for  the  alteration  of  the  proposed  dutits,  should  be  the  desire  of  the  House.  ['*  JKl^ 
or  for  the  abolition  of  them  altogetli  r,  no.*']  It  had  been  his  intention  to  httvo 
and  they  would  be  bold,  and  truly  bild.  voted  against  the  first  resolotioD.  Alg 
when  they  made  the  alterations  in  ihe  however,  that  resolution  had  been  agveod 
general  duties,  if  they  left  coru,  and  com  to,  in  consequence  of  which  ell  the  piO» 
alone,  as  an  anomaly  in  the  tariff.  He  perty  of  the  country,  except  landed  pio» 
trusted  that  hon.  Gentlemen  would  on  re-  '  pcrty,  was  to  be  sut^jected  to  an  IncoMO* 
flection  see,tbat  it  was  impossible  for  them  i  tax,  and  as  I  he  only  effect  of  negativing  tko 
to  continue  to  maintain  this  high  rate  of  sc'cond  resolution  would  be  onjnstly  to 
protection  alone  for  one  particular  interest. ,  exempt  landed  property  from  the  betdn 
He,  therefore,  would  suggest, that  it  would  '  to  which  every  other  species  of  propetty 
be  better,  instead  of  wailing  for  one  or|  u. is  subjected,  he  should  not,  under  tho 
two  years,  when  they  would  have  to  make '  circnmstauresoppose  the  second  reeolutioB. 
a  further  change,  to  do  so  now,  and  thus  •  He  regretted  the  error  which  had 
aid  in  reducing,  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  place,  and  thuught,  whenever  an 
said,  the  cost  of  living  in  this  country,  occurred  in  the  proceedings,  the  Hi 
which  must  ultimately  prove  for  the  lieneHt  ou^ht  t(i  haveiin  opportunity  of  rectifyiiigil» 
uf  the  landed  interest.  It  wouM  ilu  n  .Secttntl  i evolution  agreed  to; 
appear  that  they  did  notgi\e  any  a<lvjii.  t  also  the  third,  which  was  as  fullove:-— 
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**  That,  toKvardi  raiding  tbe  supply  i;runted         Sir   R,  Peel  would  not  bring  on  the 

to  her  Majesty  in  lieu  of  the  srviril  stamp  (|ueMion  on  Thursday  at  a  late  hour  in  the 

duties  now  payable  in  Ireland,  there  shall  be  eviniiig,  and   if  he  'ihould  be  prevented 

charged,  let led,  collected    or  paid,  upon  and  p.^^edioR  on  Thursday,  he  would  fii  on 

in   respect  of  every  deed,  writing,  or  oihcr  I,    .^^  r^^tU^  k*:».»;.,<»  ..*«  *Wm  — .,^,» 

wriiien  or  print«l  instrument,  or  in  respect  of  ^"^•^  ^^^  ^^«  bnngtng  up  the  report. 

any  legacy,  or  tucceisioii  to  personal  estate        Mutiny    Bill.]     Sir    George   Clerk 

upon   intestacy,   or  in  respect  to  any  other  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^j^^  ^^       ^  ^^  ^y^^  Mutiny   Bill 

matter  or  thing  now  liable  lo  stamp  dutjr  in  .     brought  nn 
Ireland,  the  like  amount  or  late  of  surop  duty      ^  ^     o       Y*. .     .....  ^  .    • 

at  it  now  payable  in  Great  Briuin."  .    Mr.  Beinal  objec  ed  to  the  report  being 

brought  up  at  that  late  hour,  aa  be  bad  t 

The   Houae    reaumed ;    report    to    be  clauie  to  propoae. 
brought  up  on  Thuraday.  Sir  George  Clerk  aaid,  that  the  boo. 

Lord  J.  Russell  hoped,  if  the  report  Member   would  have  an  opportunity  of 

were  to  be  brought  up  on  Thuraday,  that  preparing  hia  clauae  on  the  third  reading, 

the  difcuaion  would  be  commenced  at  an  „nd  wished  to  know  the  preciae  worda  of 

early  hour.     He  wiahed  to  know  if  the  ihe  clause  that  the  hon.  Member  wUhed 

right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  any  ar*  |q  propose. 

rangement  with  thoae  Gentlemen  who  had        Mr.  Bemal  aaid,  the  claoae  be  intended 

notices  on  the  paper  for  that  day  ?  j^  propose  waa  lo  prohibit  the  inOiction  of 

Sir  R.  Pee/ said,  the  only  notice  that  he  corporal  puoiahment  in  the  army,  except 

m  aware  of  was  the  notice  of  the  hoii.  for    offencea  committed  on  the  line  of 
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cmht  Rifi*. 
BiLUk    PmAUc— I*    ladanwtyt  BwrMffi  (tralnd). 

Frit 

PsTiTiom  P»Majrrs».    By  Lord  Joariyn.  from  Um  Tim- 
ber McrchMli  in  Lym.  «mmi  dw  A  taraUim  oC  Um  D«tt« 


Member  for  Greenock  ;  and  as  that  hon.    niarcli,  or  for  felony. 
Geotleman*a  motion  could  not  be  conve-        Ileporl  brought  up. 
niently  discussed  in  the  absence  of  the        Adjourned. 
Lord  Advocate,  who  was  at  prcaent  unable 
to  attend  to  bis  duties  in  the  House,  in 
consequence  of  illneas,  be  trusted  the  re- 
port might  be  brought  up  at  an  early  hour. 

Mr.  7'.  Dumcombe  had  a  notice  on  the  »««»wt«*^3  w«w  Mk»nR«.  luipii  Bnai.  Ei^.  aaa 
paper  for  Thursdaf ,  of  which  he  had  gi.en  ^*^  ""^  ^'''*^-  "^^  ^  ^•''~^  -^  •'•^ 
notice  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening. 
It  was  fur  a  suspension  of  the  standing 
orders  preventing  the  presentation  of  any 
petition  in  relation  to  a  tax  which  had 
been  proposed  in  a  committee  of  Waya 
and  Means.  As  that  motion  had  aome 
relation  to  the  preaeni  suhject,  and  as  it 
would  not  take  long  to  discusa,  he  cer« 
tainly  did  not  feel  inclined  to  give  way. 
Had  it  been  on  a  matter  not  in  relation  lo 
the  subject,  he  would  not  have  heaitated 
to  give  wa?  at  once.  j 

Sir  /?.  Feel  said,  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  a  perfect  right  to  take  precedence 
on  Thuraday,  if  be  deaired  it. 

Mr.  WaUace  would  not,  certainly,  pieaa 
for  the  |ireaence  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  if , 
he  were  unwell,  aooner  than  was  quite ; 
convenient  to  himself;  but  be  believed  ! 
that  the  Home  Secretary  had  a  great  deal 
more  to  do  with  the  queation  which  he  ' 
had  to  bring  forward  than  the  Lord  Ad*  | 
vocate.     He  ahould  not  be  long  about : 
what  he  had  to  aay  ;  indeed,  it  waa  almoat  \ 
matter  of  indifference  to  him  whether  hia 
BotioD  were  acceded  to  or  not,  as  he 
should  make  uae  of  it  either  wav.    He  did 
oot,  however,  imagine   that  the    Hooae 
woaM  be  detained  by  the  diacoaaioo. 


oQ  TmiaK.— By  Mr.  Duff,  ham  BtOW.  SptyoMMrtli.  Ilulli* 
vm.  4ta..  afiiaii  iIm  liDpartattqB  oT  FonigB  Cmte  -By 
Sir  H.  D(M«lM.  Mr.  Wdlur.  Mr.  Aldan,  nd  C'.aptttai 
PMlMil,  from  tfw  Boot  and  Shovmakan  oC  Umgoak^ 
BnghliM,  Mnwibiiry,  Bury,  and  Ltadi,  afUMt  tha  ba- 
portatim  oT  FonlffB  Boota.-By  Mr.  MUmi.  fnm  dW 
Liquartat  MaMifiKCmt  oC  Poalanart,  aaalMK  ttia  p«^ 
pnaid  Ahftailoo  of  U»  Dvty  on  Uq[Oorka.»By  Lcaa  H. 
Vanr.  and  hir  H.  Dooftaa.  tnm  dia  atocklBM  aid  Dar- 
Imftcm  RaiKray  Ciwi|My.  and  ffroaa  LirarTooi.  afakHI 
the  tniMMUao  of  Miy  Duty  ao  Uia  KifoctalkM  of  Coala. 

■UOTC.  for  iKa  AbulithMi  oC  iBprteoaawBt  for  DaU-^By 

Mr.  FffTfand,  tnm  CYmrmJa%,  \m  Kaat.  tai  tlia  CaH^ 

Buaaaa  of  U»  PralaeUaa  to  AfriculCma.— By  Mr. 

Ma.  ftoea  U»  Kliv* 

tiBt  SocMy.  thai  Ltfarary  SodaUai 

fhMB    TaaaUoiL-By   Mr.   TiUan.   horn 

Taafcridr   Walk.    Mi 

U»  Rapaal  oT  U»   Com  law.— By  m 

noM  Ittgh.  9m  a  Law  to  Pmat 

biiag  DaCraiMd  9m  iMr  Cortonan  RaaL  -  By  as 

Maaiaar.  9nm  Kllpi|w.  and  Kltateor.  for  AlMaltaa  oC 

taa  praaaat  ayUMi  oC  Nattaaal  T4mmUm  \m  \n\md 

Pran  MoBtraw.  DwMlaa.  Act.  afiiMC  tha  BatMtay  Ro> 

ffulaliOD  (No.  f)  BUL— Pram  Uvcwpool.  for  panoltttaf 

tba  Onadkof  Boadad  Can  Sat 

pott,  aa^l"  taftlMr  Onat  to 

OpataOva  Coffc  CaOaia  oT  Luvifpool. 

tloa  oT  tha  Dattai  aa 


SorrawABK  lMPEOTBMiim.3    Lord  /• 
Jkf aniifra  broiifht  up  the  report  of  the 
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Committee  ou  the  iSouthwark  Improvement 


TumpiU  IViiifi.  SfH. 


Bill  (No.  2),  and  moved  the  furtner  cousi. 
deration  of  the  report. 

Mr.  R,  Palmer  lioped  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  agree  to  the  postponement  of 
the  further  consideration  of  the  report  on 
this  bill  until  such  time  as  the  report  of 
the  Committee  now  sitting  on  the  South- 
wark  Improvement  Bill  (No.  1)  was  before 
them,  so  that  both  reports  might  be  con- 
sidered together.  There  was  a  <^rcat  dual 
of  Church  property  involve<l  in  those  ini- 
pnivements,  and  any  measure  of  this  na- 
ture retjuired  the  most  mature  and  |)erfect 
consideration.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  report  be  postponed  till  the  C-onimittee 
on  the  South wark  Improvement  Bill  (No. 
1)  have  reported. 

V'iscount  BarringtoH  also  urged  the 
propriety  of  postponement,  and  hope<l  the 
noble  Lord  woulcf  concede  to  it.  He  se- 
conded the  amendment. 

Lord  /,  Manners  said,  that  every  iioint 
respecting  Church  property  in  the  bill  had 
been  well  considered  in  the  Committee, 
and  he  should  not  consider  that  he  was 
acting  fairly  by  the  Committee  n»w  to 
{Mibtpone  the  measure  without  their  c«)u- 
currcncc,  which  he  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  applying  for.  tie  must,  tliere^rc, 
press  the  consideration  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Lamhton  was  in  favour  of  the  post- 
ponement, and  thought  the  pn>moti(»n  of 
the  bill  would  lose  nothing  by  the  delay. 

The  House  divided  ou  the  original 
quektioD. — Ayes  5  i  Noes  36  :  Migority  31. 


Yorke,  hn.  E.  T, 
Yorke,  11.  R. 

Report  postponed. 


EaicpiuLT.  0. 9» 
PdMr,B. 


List  t^  iht  Atl!i. 


Acion,  Col- 
B^riu^,  H.  B. 
l^ochr^nt,  .A, 
Neville,  K. 


Tri>Uer,  J. 

11.1. LI  11^. 
JohllSiOII,  W.  <f. 

Manrier>,  Luid  J. 


List  of  the  NoEA. 


Allix,  J.  P. 
Balilvsiii,  r.  H. 
Barnard,  K.  O. 
Barriiigtun.  Vi<ct 
Bowriiif;,  Dr. 

Bryiiiit  <>. 
Buckley,  E. 
Riiiler,  hull.  Col. 
Duff,  J. 
Duncan,  (r. 
DuiicomlH',  T. 
Dunda^.  Admiral 
Katon.  H.  J. 
Ftfr^ll^on,  Tol. 
KorraiKl,  W.  B. 
Il;irdy,  J. 

lleoleyi  J.  W. 


Howard,  hoii  J.  K. 
Iliiwaril,  Itun.  II. 
.'iK'flyn,  Vi*et. 
IjambtMii,  II. 
l.>i;uii,  lin.  lieueral 
^ijicli,  Karl  uf 
Packf,  C.  \V. 
Pcchcll,  (*api. 
Praed.  W.  T. 
Keado,  W.  .M. 
Kicardn,  J.  L. 
Scholefteld,  J. 
Tlidrnely,  T. 
Toinliii'*,  («. 
\'ane.  Lord  II. 
ViTe,  Sir  C  B. 
Walker,  K. 


Regulation  ov  Turwpim  TnmJ 
Mr.  3/.  Suiiom  moted  for  lent*  to '  ~ 
a  bill  (Q  coDtioue  for  »  liaiitad 
local  turnpike  acts,  and  to  fmwk 
better  regulation  of  turBpilw  li 
England  and  Walet,  Ip  imMg 
hoii.  Gentleman  obeenred.  ihiU 
the  amount  of  debt  on  the  tnrapikli 
as  much  as  seven  millioDS  of  wmmtf^  fM 
coubidcring  also  the  state  of  Um  (nM^Mi 
the  cficcts  of  the  increase  ip  railv^  cni» 
municaticm  on  the  traflk  of  ihoeo  iflrih^ 
from  which  traffic  the  lewoea  of  ^if 
trusts  were  derived,  the  Hoqm  wsmH  || 
convinced  of  the  propriety  of  iaf  ^  * 
a  measure  having  for  ita  oUoct  tho 
provcmeut  of  the  security  of  the 
gee,  the  maintenance  and  lepoir  of 
roads,  and,  if  poosible,  the  gradnl 
entire  repayment  of  the  dehC.  Ho  dH 
intend  to  include  in  the  prorisiooo  of  tkf 
measure  he  now  asked  h»Te  to  inti 
cither  those  roads  which  wore  not 
the  nianagemciit  of  trustees,  or  tl 
maintenance    and    repair  of  whidi 

Iirovided  for  by  private  acts ;  neithor 
le  intend  to  include  thoee  trusts  to 
advances  had  been  made  by  Eachequor-MI 
Loan    Comniissionera.     A    greot 
would  be  given  to  morti(agoes  ia  the 
provcment  of  their  security  if  tho  " 
ture  would  consent  to  continue  tho 
l(H*al  acts  for  a  specified  and  cwtaio 
and  therefore,  he  proposed,  finil,  t0( 
those  local  acts  for  the  period  of  fert] 
years.  In  the  neat  plaoe,bepropooadtOi 
away  tlie  |Miw<'r  which  murtgageea  mofm 
to  seize  the  tolls  and  revcoueo  of  tho 


when  they  thought  fit  so  to  do.  By  taUM 
away  the  power  of  any  single  nortgonoool 
boizing  the  whole  of  the  revonooo  of  Ite 
trust  (no  matter  what  bia  cUim  aiglrt  hl^ 
antl  though  those  revenues  perhapo  otu 
cefde<l  by  a  hundred  foU  or  mora  At 
amount  <i^  the  claim  he  had)  Doninally  Iv 
the  purpose  of  |Niying  a  rateable  pr 
to  the  other  mortgageea  as  wall  Oi 
but  practically  to  be  in  poowsiioo  of 
revenues  for  six  months,  they  wouU 
depriving  him  of  the  exercise  of  a] 
which  had  a  tendency  to  throv  the 
into  a  state  of  di«on!or,  and  porhapo  oC 
iiisfdvcury.  To  increase  the  aecuritw  oC 
mortgages,  be  proposed  partiallv  to  di! 
I  the  trustees  of  that  power  which  Uiqri 
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teot  puMetted  of  incurriog  fre»h  burdeDn, 
and  otrgottaliog  freah  loans ;  oot  to  take  that 
power  away  entirely,  but  to  prevent  their 
exertion  of  it  without  tho  nanction  of  the 
executive   GoTernoient.      Instead   of  the 
mode  adopted  under  existing  acta,  he  pro- 
p<Med  that  it  should  be  incumbent  upon 
the  trustees  to  select  from  their  own  body 
finance  committees,  not  exceeding  sercn  or 
less  than  fire  in  number,  whose  duty  it 
should   be,  half  yearly,   to  examine  and 
atidit  the  accounts  of  the  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  trust,  as  well  at  to  esti- 
mate the  expanses  to  be  incurred  by  fhr 
tniAt   in  Uic   following   half-year;    those 
accountu  and  estimates  to  be  trauHmitted 
by  them  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  l>e|)artment,  who  should  lay  them, 
as  at  present,  before  Parliament,     lie  pro- 
posed  also,  not  only  that  a  certain  half- 
yearly  payment   should   be   made  to  the 
mortga^t*f,  which  should  be  the  first  lien 
00  the  tolls,  but  that  it  should  be  iucum* 
beot  on  the  treasurt*r  of  eacli  trust  to  re- 
tain in  his  hands  such  part  of  the  revenue 
of  the  trust  as  would  be  sufficient  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  creditor,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  that  creditiM*  his  demands, 
and  for  no  other  puqiose;  and  if,  as  iu 
some  instances  might  be    the  case,  the 
whole  of  the  rertoue  of  the  trust  might 
Dot  be  sufficient  to  meet  these  demands, 
then   the  treasurer  should   retain  in  his 
hands  the  wbde  of  the  tolls  and   pay  a 
rateable  proportion  to  the  creditor.     Such 
half  yearly  payment  to  the  creditor  he 
proposed  should  be  5  per  cent,  per  annum, 
which  sum  was  not  to  be  considered  as  en- 
tirely in  tlie  nature  of  interest,  but  as  par* 
taking  of  the  nature  of  interest  and  of  the 
nature  of  a  le- payment  of  the  principle. 
Lfioking  at  the  improvement  in  the  security 
which  this  bill  would  give  the  mortgagees 
and  all  the  other  circumstances  he  had 
referred  to,  he  wss  convinced  that  the  rate 
of  interest  could  not  be  fairly  calculated  at 
more  than  4  per  cent. ;  he  proposed,  there- 
fore, that  in  no  case  should  the  interest 
paid  to  tbe  mortgagee  exceed  4  per  cent., 
and  that  the  remainder  of  the  5  per  cent, 
should  be  considered  as  part  payment  of 
the  princifMil  of  the  debt,  and  he  had  cal- 
culated frooi  the  ettimatct  of  an  eminent 
acttiary  that  the  payment  of  1  per  cent, 
per  annum  would,  at  the  expiration  of 
forty -one  3rear9,  fairly  and  buocatly  repay 
that  principal.     He,  believed,  the  provi- 
tioof  of  his  propoitd  bill  would  secure 
regular  payment  to  the  mortgagee,  and 
that  at  the  temuaatioB  of  fort  j-one  jeve 


the  mortgagee  would  not  only  receive  the 
fair  interest  of  his  money,  but  be  repaid 
the  amount  of  his  debt.  This  wa>,  in  fact, 
the  main  principle  of  the  measure,  but 
subsequent  to  the  payment  of  the  5  per 
cent.,  the  second  lien  on  the  tolls  and 
revenues  would  be  the  maintenance  and 
repair  of  the  roads  \  and  if  after  that  there 
were  any  excess,  he  proposed,  that  it 
should  be  still  applied  to  the  further  ex- 
tinction of  the  Qebt.  In  amclusion,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  obsenred,  that  his  mea- 
sure would,  by  timely  interference,  prerent 
the  insolvency  of  the  turnpike  trust*,  which 
would  throw  on  the  land  the  whole  burden 
of  maintaining  and  repairing  the  tiu'npike 
roads  in  general. 

Colonel  SilUhorp  said,  he  did  not  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  introduction 
of  this  bill;  but  when  the  hon.  Mtmber 
talked  of  fortv^ne  yeurs  he  fixed  a  period 
which  few  t^en  piesent  would  survive. 
He  could  only  say,  that  msny  persons  had 
invented  large  sums,  nearly  13,000,000/.. 
be  believed,  in  these  trusts,  in  the  hopes  of 
making  a  provision  for  their  families,  a 
hope  which  wa»  unhappily  now  falsified. 
The  whole  of  the  misfortunes,  and  tbe 
necessity  for  this  bill,  had  ariieo  from  the 
confounded  system  of  railroads,  which  was 
overspreading  the  country.  He  (G>lonei 
Sibtliorp)  had  ftaretold  this  long  sgo ;  but 
he  did  not  the  less  regret  to  see  his  pre- 
dictions verified.  He  had  only  further  to 
say,  that  he  hoped  everr  care  would  be 
taken  of  the  interests  of  those  unfortunate 
persons  who  bad  embarked  their  capital  io 
those  trusts. 

Mr.  K,  Turner  said,  the  turnpike  tnista 
were  in  a  very  bad  way,  and  he  thc»ugiit 
4  per  cent,  interest  would  not  be  paid  by 
the  trusts  unless  assistance  were  given  by 
the  (■ovemment. 

Mr.  Manners  Suiiom  could  not  hold  out 
any  pnMi|)ect  of  assistance  from  Govern- 
ment ;  but  tbe  creditors  could  be  prevrnted 
calling  for  immediate  repayment  of  their 
debts,  as  the  security  given  under  the  new 
bill,  as  well  as  the  interest  proposed,  would 
place  them  in  a  sufficiently  favourable 
position. 

Leave  givcii. 

Barristms  (laBiJkXD)  J  Sir  T.  Blate 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter 
the  law  in  relation  to  the  admission  of 
barristers  io  Ireland.  As  tht*  law  now 
stands,  persons  who  sought  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Irish  bar  were  compelled  prtviously 
to  ^ead  a  part  of  tbear  lema  ia  Eog* 
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land.  The  oljcct  of  this  bill  was  to 
transfer  such  portion  of  the  required  time 
to  tlie  inns  of  Dublin. 

Lord  Eliot  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  Gentlenian,  but  he 
wi8he<l  to  guard  himself  against  the  sup- 
position that  he,  by  adopting  such  a  course, 
pledged  himself  to  the  principle  or  details 
of  the  measure.  He  would  only  say^  thsit 
he  had  not  had  any  representations  made 
to  him  from  Ireland  on  the  subject,  and 
therefore  he  must  rcscnrc  his  opinion  for  a 
future  occasion. 

Bill  brought  in,  and  read  a  first  time. 


The  Floatinq  Brkakwater.]  Lord 
Ingestrcy  in  rising  to  bring  forwanl  the 
motion,  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  for 
a  copy  of  the  letters  patent  for  England, 
granted  on  the  4th  July,  1838,  to  Joseph 
Needham  Taylor,  and  also  for  reprinting 
the  minute  or  paper  presented  by  Mr. 
Bentham  to  the  Navy  13oard,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Breakwater  at  Plymouth,  or- 
dered by  the  House  to  be  printed  Feb. 
18th,  1812,  said,  that  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  trouble  the  House  at  any 
great  length.  The  bill  to  which  the  mo- 
tion referred,  viz.,  a  bill  for  the  Formation 
of  a  Floating  Breakwater,  on  the  principle 

for  which  Captain  Taylor  had  obtained  a  |  having  btfen  the  original  suggestor  of  dM 
patent,  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  '  floating  breakwater.  The  object  of  fjtm 
upstairs.  Heundersitood,  that  the  grounds  present  motion  was  to  enable  the  HoMt, 
on  which  that  patent  had  lieen  obtained,  lx:fore  a  bill  that  was  now  before  «  COM* 
were  fallacious,  and  the  widow  and  resi-  ;  mittee,  piis>e<l,  to  form  an  opinioo  m  to 
duary  legatee  of  Sir  S:iinuel  IkMithani  a.s-  •  whirh  was  the  original  inrentor  of  tiM 
serted,   that   the   principle  had   Ik.vu  an-    breakwater.     Ife  meant  no  disrespect  to 


Breakwmier, 

annoyed  at  not  being  emplmrcd  in  tke< 
st  met  ion  of  the  Stone  Breanrater  wt  Flf« 
mouth,  suggested  the  pltn  of  a  ^ 
breakwater  on  the  same  priacipie  aa 
tain  Taylor's.  The  recooiineniaatioa 
made  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  of  tbedijv 
and  consequently  was  not  atteoded  to.  Hi 
thought  that,  initead  of  mriog  dowa  aai 
putting  aside  the  plan  of  Omtaia  TkylVt 
the  noble  Lord,  as  a  brother  oScv  of 
Captain  Taylor  should  haie  prooMtoi  tL 
Sir  Samuel  Bentham  did  orijpoala  ft  bIm 

a  niUion  len  ttaa 


that  would  hare  cost 
the  Plymouth  Breakwater,  bat 
Taylor's  was  by  no  means  a  ooprof  it' 
hoped,  that  the  noble  Lord  would  not 
the  motion. 

Lord  Ingesire  had  no  flUect 
but  to  elicit  the  truth.  Fron  wImI  fct 
understood.  Sir  Samuel  Bentham  hefa^ 
in  1811,  civil  engineer  to  the  Adnsiral^v 
was  asked  to  give  his  opiifton  on  the  pro* 
ject  of  erecting  a  breakwater  in  PlTOMMlh 
Sound.  Sir  Samuel  Bentham  famiriMd 
tw(»  plans ;  one  of  them  was  a  phui  ftf  ft 
floating  breakwater,  being  similar  to  that 
propoMMl  by  Captain  Taylor.  Now,  dM 
representatives  of  Sir  Samuel 
were  of  opinion  that  Captain  Taylor 
obtuiianl  his  |iatent  on  false  grounds. 


nounced  by  that  gentleman  to  the  .Navy  tht*  i^crviie  in  uithliolding  his  titU 
Board  in  the  year  ISll.  With  regard  tu  ;  Captain  Taylor,  for  he  (Lord  Ingostio) 
the  latter  part  of  the  mutioii,  he  shmild  not  '  believed  the  u«ual  form  was  merely  to 
press  it,  as  he  understo<jd  that  a  sufliriont  .  mention  Christian  names  and  surnaaNB. 
number  of  copies  of  that  minute  were  at-  He  re^teated,  th:it  in  nit>ving  for  a  copjaf 
reidy  in  existence.  He  should,  thereff^re,  |  the  patent,  his  object  was  only  to  oolafal 
merely  move  for  a  atpy  .  thos;  details  which  would  show  the  f 

"OflclteMpatrnl  for  Kiialin.l,«Mi  !!.r  Mil»-    *^'»""«*«'*^'*'    ^'>^'>    *^»^    *'»*•■»«   «"   dispute 
jccl  ul  the  Hioakwatrr  in   J'lymoujii  SouimI.  '  twwn  the  parties. 

'grdi.iod  tu  Joseph  Nti'iMiam  'l.i)li>i.  d  umI  4th  j      Mr.  Lafwucherc  thought,  that  thu 

July,   1HJ8,  with  thi-  v;ioiiiid^  on  uliuh  the  '  a  Mibjeet  which  the  House  could  not  •■• 
patent  wa>  granitd."  tcrtain,  for  they  had  no  jurisdiction  ovar 

Captain  /'(v/tc// did  imt  know  what  was  patents.  If  the  mrties  spoken  of  bj  tta 
till-  noble  Lord's  ohjirt  in  l>rin;riiig  fur-  noble  Lord  thought  that  they  were  the  Vi* 
wanl  this  motion.  If  it  was  to  show,  that  presentativesof  the  original  inventor,  UMir 
(  aptaiii  Taylor  was  not  thi-  original  in-  j  remedy  was,  not  to  appeal  to  that  Honn^ 
vrntor  of  the  plan,  or  that  the  plan  itself  ■  but  to  pnKvcd  by  action  in  a  court  of  law* 
was  not  a  goodonr,  it  beram<.-  him  to  make  I  It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  if  the  aoUa 
sonii'  farther  statement  to  the  llotise,  in  I^inl  carried  his  motion,  he  still  could  BOt 
ordiT  that  those  uh(»  adviK-aied  thr  forma-  advance  his  objt*ct«  for  the  opinion  of  thai 
tion  of  these  floating  breakwaters  might  House  could  not  decide  any  disputed  ncht 
know  what  his  objections  were.  He  found  between  the  parties, 
that  in  1811,  Sir  iNimuvl  Bentham^  feeling       Lord  Ingcttre  did  not  want  tht  HaWi 
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In  judge  bptvecn  the  paitirs.  He  nnly 
wsDted  tht  llouie  to  kunw  who  wu  the 
rernl  JnTrntnr  of  the  bremkiriter,  bpforo  it 
wu  callMl  upon  to  uamt  to  a  bill  to  carry 
Capltin  Taf  lor'a  pltD  into  effect. 

Sir  Ckartri  DiMglnt.  in  Mipportinft  th« 
motion,  aaiilt  that  a  rompany  had  be«n 
formed  upon  the  patent  vhich  Captain 
Tajlor  bad  obUined,  and  there  wu  now  a 
Bill  of  Incorporation  before  a  committee 
up  itaiia.  Nov,  aa  Ihe  Hmiae  would  have 
to  adopt  or  reject  the  bill,  he  ihoufflit  tliejr 
ahoula  hare  before  ibeni  crery  itDportant 
fact  coonected  with  the  caae,  bm  thoae 
facta  bi(  noble  Friend'i  motion  would  pro- 
duce. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IlouM  in  committee  on  the 

Coait  iMPORTtTioK  Bir.1.]  On  the 
9th  ciMiae.  relating  to  the  areragca, 

Mr.  Barclay  roae  to  more  an  antend- 
ment,  of  whidi  be  bad  given  oolice,  and 
which  he  could  Hsure  the  IIouw  he  did 
without  the  least  hoatile  intention  towarda 
the  bill  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  tn  the 
principle  of  which  be  wai  not  oppnied.  In 
propoaiog  to  add  13!)  new  tovna  to  tbc 
lilt  'if  towns  from  whirh  the  sveragc  prices 
of  ii<m  were  to  be  letumcil,  he  felt  per> 
■uadetl  that  they  were  propoaing  to  do  what 
wu  ijuile  unneceaaarj  aa  a  protection 
against  fraudi  in  the  retumt,  aiMl  if  not 
Dcce«Mry  aa  a  protection  aniott  fraud,  it 
would  cxrtainly  be  better  that  do  altera- 
tiiKi  should  be  made.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  aUtcd  that  Iw  believed  the 
frauds  in  the  arerages  had  been  greatly 
exaggerated.  He  believed  so  too;  for  if 
eren  there  had  been  frauds  on  one  tide, 
there  had  been  frauds  likewise  on  the 
other  side,  and  the  result  i>f  those  anta- 
gonist efforts  on  both  tides  had  been,  that 
(he  duly  had  remained  nearly  where  it 
woutil  hare  been  Iwd  nothing  been  done  on 
cither  side.  There  would  be  no  induce- 
ment for  any  one  to  operate  on  the  ave- 
rages when  the  duty  would  &I1  only  one 
shilling  at  a  time.  It  was  only  in  what 
waa  aJled  the  jumping  pert  of  the  scale, 
when  the  price  rose  to  69<.,  and  when  the 
duly  raried  At.  or  4*.  for  every  shUliog 
th4t  the  average  roee,  that  it  could  be  worth 
the  white  of  any  apecuUtor  to  tamper  with 
the  averages.  But  if  the  addition  of  ibcae 
new  towns  to  tite  schedule  was  i 
nry  f<w  the  preventioD  of  fraud, 
Moend  ofrinion  among  men  at  all  parties 
that  it  would  hare  the  effect  at  ' 
Um  mn|«  pioet  of  coca.    So 
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had  estimated  the  dcprcsiiioa  at  live  shiU 
lings.  He  did  not  himself  thiuV  it  would 
he  so  much,  but  he  had  consulted  senral 
practical  men,  men  connecied  with  the  com 
markei,  and  others,  and  they  all  were  of 
■pinion  tbst  great  deprraiion  would  be 
sSccted  by  the  proposed  addition  to  the 
icbrdule.  They  differed  as  to  the  amount, 
but  they  all  thought  there  would  be  tome 
^epreraion.  Soom  thought  fire  shillings, 
maK  thought  three,  some  eMimaled  it  at 
/inir  one.  Now,  the  right  hon.  Banmet 
liaii  assured  the  House  thai  he  did  not  aim 

ly  dcprrsiion  of  the  averages,  uid  he 
bad  also  told  them,  that  there  wu  no  ne- 
cessitT  to  guard  against  frauds.  But  if 
the  addition  to  the  schedule  wh  Dot  ne* 
cestary  for  the  prerention  of  fraud,  ■  ma- 
pidou  would  be  excited  that  the  avengce 
wen  sought  to  be  depremed.  By  Pica  a 
depression  the  interests  of  the  dergy  would 
clearly  suffer  very  materially.  Upon  what 
principle  did  ihe  right  hon.  Bartmet  propose 
settle  his  letms  with  the  clergy  ?  Did 
he  propose  to  make  a  new  settlement  with 
Ihetn,  or  were  their  interests  to  be  regu- 
lated by  tbc  averages  at  dow  obtained, 
without  the  addition  of  the  139  new 
towns  >  All  difficulties  of  that  kiud  wmild 
be  prevented,  if  the  right  hon.  Banmet 
would  remove  from  his  Khedule  the  139 
towns  proposed  to  be  added  by  this  bill. 
He  would  repeat  that  he  did  not  faring 
forward  his  ameodment  in  toy  bortilily 
to  the  bill,  though  he  certainly  would  not 
tbandoo  his  opinion,  that  a  fixed  duty 
would  have  been  a  more  tstiibctocy  ad- 
justment than  any  hind  of  slidiDg..acak. 
a  practical  farmer  he  thouM  prefer  a 
definite  protection  to  one  which,  at  one 
time  gave  him  more  protection  than  he 
wanted,  and   at   amilher  time  gave   him 

:  at  til.  The  bun.  Member  concluded 
by  moving  as  an  amendment, 
"  Thai  It  is  not  ei|>edient  to  make  any  sd- 
tion  to  Ibe  number  nf  towns  ftom  which 
rctgms  sr«  now  mMle  for  the  cakolaiMn  of  the 
■vtnge  prices." 

r.  Gneme.  Ihe  chairman  of  tbe  oom- 
mittee,  suggested  that  the  present  was  not 
the  proper  time  fiw  moring  such  ao  amend- 
ment, though  it  might  he  a  verTCOBTCaient 
time  to  diacuM  the  principle.  The  amend* 
meot,  as  now  propoaed,  bote  the  character 
of  a  distinct  tesolutioa.  The  proper  coarae 
would  be  to  reserre  the  ameodmeBt  till  the 
schedule  was  before  the  Home. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Om  tht  q— ufaa  Wag  agm  pw^ 


ISM       Con  Imjnrtatiim  Bill.      {COMMONS}       Con 


Mr.  Childert  riuu  to  move  the  foUowiDg 
clause  in  Hibititutiai]  of  clauM  39: — 

"Thii  from  the  ptising  of  ihii  bill  up  to 
the  tit  day  of  May,  IU43,  the  dutji  to  be  piid 
on  the  importation  of  foreiKo  coro  (hill  be  re- 
gulalBil  by  tbe  avecBges  of  thote  Inwni  onlj 
which  have  hitherto  made  ruiuma  in  accord- 
tince  with  the  act  of  9  Geo,  4lh. ;  but  thai 
from  and  after  the  til  duy  of  May,  IB43,  the 
duly  shall  bo  regulated  hy  (lie  n*eragci  of  all 
the  towns  named  in  the  tchedule  attached  to 
the  ptetcnt  bill,  unlet*  IHrliament  ihall  tn  the 
>e  olhetwite  direct." 


His  motion  did  not  appear  to  apply 
aiilMtanlially  to  this  clause,  yet,  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  arcraffca,  he  thought  it  would 
be  convenieot  to  the  House  tlun  to  bring 
it  forward.  [Mr.  fiWriowc— Thequestion 
dne«  not  arise.]  He  would  then  more  that 
all  wordaafter  tbe  won!  "  and"  be  o!i)itted. 
His  ohjoct  was  not  to  do  away  with  the 
addition  of  the  towns ;  but  as  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  said  that  he  had  no 
wish  to  depress  the  averages  he  thou?lit 
It  woiiM  be  worth  while  tu  conkiUer  wlie. 
ther  they  would  now  pass  a  clause  relating 
Ui  the  aTcrages  which,  having  passed, 
could  not  be  recalled,  or  give  an  opportu- 
nity fur  its  further  consideration.  His 
prDpooitiun  va.i,  tliat  the  schedule  should 
remain  as  it  was,  but  at  the  same  time 
that  they  should  not  act  upon  the  averages 
under  it  for  twelve  months.  By  this 
means  they  would  be  able  to  ascertain 
whether  there  really  was  any  sulntantial 
difference  in  the  two  modes  of  taLing  the 
averages.  He  thought  there  were  good 
grounds  for  bringing  forwurd  this  motion, 
when  from  both  aiden  of  the  Mouk  it  had 
Wn  ktaled,  that  the  effect  of  the  alteration 
wutdd  be  a  considerable  fall  in  the  average 
of  tbe  annual  price  c.f  corn  in  this  country.  I 
The  hint.  .Member  fur  Simiersetshire  stated 
distinctly   that,  in  his   opinion,  that  Ml  ' 

would  lie  n.4.  or  4i. ;  and  in  his  (Mr.  '  ought  to  be  charged,  and  that 
Childens)  iiniDiun,  the  infliction  under  I  ty'n  (iovemment  in  briogiBg  forwird  'itm 
the  new  scale  would  be  very  lieary  at  present  measurv  ought  tohare  so  meiUtt 
high  prices,  and  at  the  hi^est  n1m<at  iu- 1  the  provisions  of  the  Mil  as  that  so  iMf 
toli-rablc.  He  rtiuld  not  eooceive  what .  should  be  chargeable  at  a  prmof  CSikW 
reason  there  could  potuibly  be  fur  n-lain-  iltij.  .'iurely  tli.tt  doctrine  was  firtri  tt 
ing  the  high  prices  uf  7U.,  T2x.,  and  7:tx.  the  principle  of  a  liaed  duty,  IbrllMM^ 
in  the  scale;  for  he  thought  tliat  when    |>orter»  of  a  lixeil  daty  would  inMM*  Mi 


the  end  of  thru  years,  wbM  Iklj 
would  bsabhi to  judMqfitia(    ~~'*~ 
the  proiiriety  of  coDtinuiiig  '*- 
which,  he  Ihougb,  might   ' 
geously  eatendeil  to  tka 

Sir  It.  Petl  said,  that  th«  has.  1 
opposite  appeared  to  wish  tbot  tlw  •  _ .__ 
towns  should  be  leUiMd,  and  fat,  hi  (» 
posed  to  learo  out  the  oolf  flhMB  W 
which  any  towns  wbatwrat  saM  W  Wp 
for  the  purpooea  of  th«  bmoibi*,  M  W 
object  M  the  hon.  Monhcr  w«a  4»  ta/f 
the  law  »  it  now  exiitfld  wkh  idbnMfel 
tbe  toviis  at  which  aTera|W  wmm  ttt  |i 
takeo,  why  did  he  not  mom  in  MOiiinv 
with  such  a  purpose?  If  ha  uhA  # 
keeping   the  law  unalttred,  tbe  Miia  hi 


took  of  doing  so  was  extmoriiiMn.    pk 

Childers  proposed  omitting  all  tM  ««ifc 

in   the  present  clause  for  the  poiMM  if 

ib&tilutiDg  another  form  of  wonlkl    lla 

nlU  clause  was  the  portion  of  ua  W 

hich  the  hon.  Member  propoMd  to  ImV 

It  altogether.     He  begged  tbe  Hoanll 

observe  what  was  proposad  to  h*  wmi0t$ 

by  this  part  of  the  bill ;  the  dwH  Hill 

BO  words; — 

And  wheica*  it  is  nscessacy,  for  lOgoWH 
the  amount  of  sudi  dalifs,  that  slbcUal jik 
viiio  a  should  be  made  for  asesnaioiM  moB 
time  to  lime  the  average  nticcs  of  BdM 
corn;  be  it  therefore  tnacled, that  woskljjty 
lurns  of  the  purchase*  and  salss  of  BilM 
m  Bhall  be  made,  collected,  and  Mw* 
Ited  in  the  manner  hereinafter  dmelod  In 

ledule  of  ciiici  and  towns  annoid  W  Ak 

Now,  hy  the  propositloo  of  tho  hMi 
Member,  it  was  intended  to  get  rid  of  iti 
averages  altogether  ;  in  that  boo  ** 
acquiesce.  In  suppiwt  of  his  a 
the  hon.  Member  said  that  «' 


i»tUprtB> 


thearerages  ruse  tu  Uiti.,  the  sootier  they 
iiopurted  at  the  lowest  duty  the  better. 
He  thought  he  might  aUu  appeal  tu  tlic 
right  hoD.  BarotMt  to  supjinrt  his  plan  oti 
the  ground  of  what  he  I  Sir  It.  I'ecl)  utated 
last  night,  in  the  debate  un  the  Income- 
tax — lumely,  that  it  would  again  come 
under  the  L-oosidentioii  of  I'arluuDent  at 


of  S«.  or  Mir,  at  all  periods,  i  _  ^ 

state  of  tbe  market ;  tbe  8s.  dUj  «h  • 
penalty  atUi-hing  to  the  impoHaMsa  dF 
coro  under  all  i-ircumstaacea,  Tbthni 
Member  w:i«  of  opinion  that  the  )m|a>1>« 
tion  of  coro  should  be  free  wba  ibo  jrim 
rose  to  66t. ;  the  CufeinuicBt  OMMHtf 
proridcd  that  it  should  be  w  «kn  At 
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price   roM  to   73«. ;  but  the   fixed  duty 
•chemc  would  lay  ou  m  tax  of  St.  or  lOi. 
even  when  the  pncc  was  as  high  aa  73#.t  or 
at  any    price   whatever ;    that  certainly 
mutt  be  the  effect  of  a  fixed  duty.     [Mr. 
CkiUer*  said,  that  under  the  |Han  of  a 
Axed  duty,  corn  would  nerer  reach  to  such 
a  price  as  72«.]  Hut  suppose  that  it  sliould 
reach  such  a  price,  what  did  boa.  Mem- 
bers say  to  that }  Could  they  deny  that  if 
It  reacned  784.  the  fixed  duty  would  be 
the  same  as  if  the  price  were  only  63.<.  ? 
That  in  a  certain  slate  of  things  ii  would 
never  reach   73#.  was  a   mere  matter  of 
speculation,   which   it  was   very  easy  to 
suggest  to  the  hoii.  Member  oppotite  in 
order  to  assJst  him  in  gelling  out  of  the 
dilemma  in  which  he  had  placed  himsdf. 
With  respect  to  the  additional  towns  at 
which  the  averages  were  to  be  taken,  it 
was  a  mistake  to  supptjee  that  the  addition 
of  tliem,  or  their  being  wholly   omitted, 
would  have  the  eflect  of  raising  the  price 
of  corn  ;  the  addition  would  not  raiM!  the 
averages,  it  would  make  tba  system  more 
just.      It  had  been  said    on   the    other 
side,  that  frauds  were  practised  in  both 
were  practised  for  the  purpose  of 


wavi 


rabing    prices,    and    fur   the   purpose  of 
depressing   them.      On    that   nc   should 
tibsenre,    that   he  hail   multiplied    towns 
for  the  purpoee  of  prei-entiog  fraud.     Rut 
then,  the  non.  Member  onotended,  that 
one  fraud  balanced  another,  and  that  the 
system,   in    its  working,   righted    itself. 
The  House  surely  would  Dot  aay,  that 
one  injustice  ought  to  set  against  another. 
He  did  not  sav,  that  the  frauds  were  oqb* 
fined  to  one  side,  they  might  bo  found  on 
both,  but  be  trutted/that  the  effect  of  the 
measure  which  he  intmduoed,  would  be  to 
prevent  sudden  fiuctuations.     MuchHuul 
been  said  of  the  frauds,  but  he  entertained 
no  doubt  that  they  had  been  greatly  ex- 
aggerated ;  admitting,  however,  that  some 
frauds  had  been  practised,  he  relied  upon 
the  gradual  decline  of  the  duty  to  |nevent 
their  oontinuance,and  there  might  be  many 
faults  in  the  system,  betides  the  frauds.  He 
had  been  asked,  why  he  had  selected  the 
towns  contained  in  the  scbeduk ;  to  that 
hit  reply  was,  that  he  had  selected  those 
towns  in  fifUen  of  the  chief  agricultural 
and  maaufiMrturing  districts^    If  the  object 
WH  to  ascertain  what  were  the  real  pricet 
of  com,  the  obvious  mode  of  aocomplishiog 
that  object  could  not  be  any  other  than  to 
select  the  principal  com  markets  of  the  Mo«nd  that  certain  couutioa  were  enumenUei 
kbgdom.    Itwat  true,  that  he  had  pio.   «*•  growing  the  largert  quantUy  of  wheat  of 
pcted  to  coQtiaue   the   Inoone^tax  far  |  die  fiotst  fuality,  aoeoriiBg  tp  tbeir  iae« 


three  years,  then  to  cease,  unless  Tarlia- 
ment  should  otherwise  detennioc,  but 
that  could  form  no  reason  for  adopting 
the  princi|»le  of  the  hon.  Member  for  one 
year,  unless  altcreti  by  Parliament.  He 
therefore  adiiercd  to  the  propositiou  he  had 
made  as  ii  now  stood. 

Mr.  Ilawc*  differed  in  opinion  frum  the 
right  hon.  (lentlcman,  whose  objiHi,  ac- 
cording to  hi.H  own  statement,  was  to  pre* 
vent  frauds  from  being  pmcdsed  in  taking 
the  averages,  and  who,  in  order  to  |  ruduoe 
that  efleet,  had  added  to  the  number  of  the 
town-s  as  well  as  greatly  diversified  their 
localities.     In  his  opinion  the  frauds  re* 
ferred  to  took  their  rise  in  very  different 
causes.    He  had  taken  pains  to  inquire 
into  the  subject,  and  he  had  asked  several 
eminent  dealers  in  oom  whether  the  no* 
miuation  of  additional  towns  as  average 
towns  was  likely  to  jiroduce  any  alteration 
in  the  price  of  wheat.  All  of  thcitt  to  whom 
he  applied  had  said,  that  the  effect  would  be 
to  lower  the  average  price  of  oom  by  from 
2tf.  to  4a.  per  quarter ;  and  as  a  necessary 
consequence  the  duty  would  rise  in  propor* 
tion  *2i,  to  4s,     He  had  gone  further  tntn 
thiA.  He  had  applied  to  another  geBtleaao, 
who  was  a  very  large  dealer  in  com,  |o 
know  what  the  general  efiect  of  the  new 
mode  of  taking  the  averages  would  be,  and 
his  opinion  was,  that  the  principal  portiuQ 
of  the  additional  towns  bad  been  selected 
from  those  counties  where  there  was  a  bad 
growth  of  wheat ;  that  is  to  say,  a  small 
proportionate  quantity,  and  bad  comptra. 
tivc  quality  of  com ;  and  that  the  fewest 
towns  had  been  sdected  from  those  oountict 
where  wheat  was* grown  in  greatest  abun- 
dance and  of  the  finest  quality.     The  ooo* 
sequence  of  that  would  be,  that  a  larger 
quantity  of  inferior  wheat  would  he  thrown 
into  the  market,  and  the  averages  would 
be  lowered.     Couple  that  fact  with  the 
more  stringent  mode  about  to  be  adopted  of 
taking  the  averages.     The  Excise    a  body 
of  men  under  the  superintendence  of  Go* 
vcmment  — were  to  be  employed;   and 
knowing  how  much  the  Goremment  wat 
influenced  by  the  landed  interest,  it  wat 
certain  they  would  expect  the  retunis  lo 
be  strictly  enforced.    A  larger  pivtioo  of 
inferior  com  would  be  in  the  naritet,  aad 
the  effect  of  that  would  be  a  rise  in  tho 
duty.    Ha  would  now  tay  a  few  wonls  aa 
to  the  general  ■electioD.    On  tumiiig  to 
the  stattttical  work  of  Mr.  M'CuUecb,  hm 
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age.  Those  counties  were,  Kent,  Ewex, 
Suffolk,  Hampshire,  Berks,  Rutland,  Hertx, 
and  Herefordshire.  Mr.  M'CuUoch  said, 
that,  generally  speaking,  the  agricultural 
produce  of  Wales  was  lower  than  any  other 
part.  He  was  not  responsihle  for  those 
statements,  hut.  assuming  them  to  be  well- 
founded,  let  the  House  observe  from  what 
Sarts  of  the  country  the  majority  of  towns 
ad  been  selected  to  furnish  the  averages. 
He  found  that  in  Kent  four  towns  were 
added,  in  Essex  three,  in  Suffolk  none,  in 
Hampshire  one,  in  Rutland  one,  in  Herts 
four,  in  Berks  four,  in  Hereford  one.  He 
would  assume,  then,  that  certain  great  pro- 
ducing counties  in  the  north  and  south  of 
England  were,  taken  generally,  inferior  in 
the  production  of  wheat  to  thofie  he  had 
enumerated.  But  he  found  that  of  the 
great  towns  of  Lancashire  three  had  been 
added ;  in  the  northern  part  of  Yorkshire 
four  had  been  added.  In  Lincolnshire  ten 
had  been  added,  in  Stafford  nine,  and  in 
Wales  twelve.  If  he  went  to  the  west  and 
south  of  England,  he  found  that  in  Somer- 
setshire four  towns  had  been  added,  in 
Devon  three,  and  in  Cornwall  four.  Thus 
he  found  that  forty -nine  towns  had  been 
added  from  districts  generally  cprowing 
wheat  of  an  inferior  quality,  while  only 
twenty  towns  had  be  n  taken  from  districts 

growing  wheat  of  the  best  quality.  Now, 
e  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Cientleman, 
whether  he  could  show  that  he  had  added 
towns  from  districts  growing  wheat  of  the 
finest  quality  in  the  same  proportion  as 
from  districts  where  it  was  inferior?  He 
could  defy  the  right  hun.  Gentleman  to 
prove  that,  l^hcn,  again,  looking  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  fifteen  great  agricul- 
tural towns  and  the  fifteen  chief  cuinmer- 
cial  towns  had  liecn  selected,  he  observe<l 
the  same  feature  to  iiervade  the  choice  that 
had  been  made — for  l^ondon,  where  wheat 
was  always  high-priced,  hud  been  left  out 
— and  LiverpiNil,  where  the  price  of  com 
was  always  lower  than  in  the  generality  of 
towns,  was  inserted.  He  would  ask  whv 
this  was  done?  He  was  liound  to  sav, 
that  the  tendency  of  the  measure  was  to 
affect  the  averages  as  against  the  public. 
What  had  been  the  effect  of  the  frauds 
which  had  heretofore  been  practised  ?  Why, 
whatever  miffht  be  said  respecting  the  per. 
tons  who  had  been  engaged  in  those  trans- 
actions, the  effect  of  them  was  in  favour  of 
the  public  by  tending  to  diminish  the  duty. 
But  now  it  was  said  the  object  was  to  pre- 
vent fraud,  yet  tbey  were  about  to  institute 
t  sjrMfDi  which  would  lower  the  somiDal 


price  and  raise  the  duty.    If  Ihqr 


Ipnce  anu  raise  lue  aucy. 
to  be  just  towards  the 
ought  to  alter  the  scale  m 


andftttaelitt 
duty  to  some  of  the  ffgum^  fagr  «u|f  tf 
compensation  for  the  effect  thrt  wodBl  li 
exex^nsed  upon  the  avenges.  That  wUM 
put  the  sode  on  an  c^nl  fbotii^^iB 


now  the  alterations  made 
public,  and  in  favour  of  the 
foreign  corn.  He  approved  of  ^ 
that  for  the  preaent  year  theinqr 
be  regulated  by  the  averages  of  dio 
only  which  had  hitherto  made  dw 
and  thought  that  no  interast  eoold 
jured  by  it.  The  hon.  Mmahtr  (Pfeb 
Childers)  did  not  seek  to  pnfcat  te  HI 
coming  into  operation,  hat  he  dori 
the  return  of  the  averages  shoold 
present  be  regulated  br  the  old  hm, 
the  importation  of  corn  should  ha 
by  the  new.  That  was  a  fidr 
ligible  propositioo  to  which  no  valid 
haid  been  given  fnmi  the  other  iidai 
fore  he  sat  down  he  would  rmuest  lharf|^ 
hon.  Baronet  to  show  diatinoujr  thnt  kaSl 
made  a  selection  of  townsfron  iha 
in  which  superior  wheat  was  giowm  m 
same  proportion  as  from  districts  wIm 
wheat  was  inferior.  If  the  tUhft 
Gentleman  had  not  done  so,  tCIs 
would  be  lower  averages  and  higher 
^  Mr.  Darb^  said,  the  bill  ou^t  to  ha 
sidered  as  a  whole.  Its  object  was  In 
rid  of  the  mischiefs  of  the  ' 
law5,  and  (me  of  those  misdiiefa  waa  An 
temptation  which  it  offered  to  ^.^ 
to  force  un  the  price  of  wheat^ 
suies  of  the  market.  The  Qb|ect  cf  lia 
present  bill  was  t<i  ]irevent  this  froai  haim 
done.  By  the  combination  of  the  * 
dealers,  the  averages  were  rused 
what  they  were  in  the  country*  Waa 
object  of  the  hon.  Member  to  heap  Wf 
that  system  under  which  enormoua  omb 
hail  been  committed  ?  He  altogether  dl^ 
puted  the  facU  of  the  hon.  Memher  aa  ia 
the  country  districts,  and  under  thcaa  ab^ 
cunistanccs  the  fair  way  was  to  taka  ika 
whole  of  tlie  bill  together.  He  should  ap^ 
|)ose  the  motion. 

Mr.  Giaditone  saidp  that  he  objadad  %^ 
the  proposition  of  the  hoo.  MeabarfK 
Malton  to  postpone  for  a  twdvaamih 
the  introduction  into  the  averagea  of  Iho 
returns  from  the  list  of  new  towno. 
cause  in  a  great  measure  like  the  , 
which  was  calculated  to  agitata  the 
of  large  classes  of  persons,  it 
sirable  to  make  whatever  alteration 
designed  once  for  all|  and  ooC  lo 


■■ .'  I « 
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tod  worry  by  the  prospect  of  further  al- 
teration those  whose  interests  were  affect- 
ed. It  was  most  desirable  that  what* 
ever  change  was  to  be  made  should  be 
made  at  once.  The  hon.  Gentleman  com- 
plained that  the  Government  had  aet 
their  faces  ii|;:ainst  the  public  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  averages ;  but  what  the  Go- 
vernment had  really  set  their  faces 
against  was  the  prevalence,  and,  as  far 
as  practicable,  a(cain«t  the  possibility  of 
fiaod.  The  bon.  Member  must  feel  u|>on 
consideration  that  the  clause  was  actually 
in  favour  of  the  public.  The  hun.  Member 
remarked,  that  whatever  might  be  said 
of  the  frauds  that  had  been  practised, 
at  affecting  individuals,  still  the  effect  of 
them  had  been  favourable  to  the  public. 
That  would  be  a  sorry  apology  if  true; 
but  was  it  so?  He  admitted  that  the  im- 
mediate operation  of  lowering  the  duty  by 
raising  the  average  price  appeared  to  tell 
in  favour  of  the  public,  but  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman^  by  his  present  assertion,  ran  coun> 
ter  to  the  whole  course  of  the  arguments 
he  had  used  against  a  graduated  scale. 
What  had  been  alle^  to  constitute  the 
evil  of  a  graduated  scale  was»  that  tpecu. 
latort  bad  thereby  facilities  for  raising  the 
prices,  and  were  tempted  to  keep  back 
their  corn  out  of  tlie  market.  Did  not 
that  allegation  depend  upon  the  snppoai. 
tion  that  it  #as  by  fraud  or  uropering 
with  the  averages  that  the  prices  were  to 
be  raised?  If  that  allegation  were  true, 
the  fraud  was,  in  point  of  fact,  the  greatest 
mischief  to  the  public,  because  by  those 
means  facilities  were  given  for  raising  the 
prices,  and  thereby  the  inducement  to 
keep  corn  out  of  the  market  came  into 
operation.  The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Hawes)  had  referred  to  authorities.  He 
could  refer  to  authorities  also  —  autho- 
rities which  if  named  would  carry  great 
weight  with  the  House,  and  who,  so 
far  from  coming  lo  the  conclusion  that  a 
change  of  3f.  or  4f .  would  be  made  in  the 
averages  by  the  proposed  addition  of 
towns  from  which  the  retoroa  were  to  be 
derive<l,  were  strongly  of  opinion  that 
there  would  not  be  a  change  -of  so  many 
pence.  He  had  heard  with  ustonishment 
the  assertion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Hawts),  that  the  new  towns  proposed  to 
be  added  lo  the  list  had  been  generally 
selected  from  the  districts  in  which  infe- 
rior wheat  was  grown.  It  would  hardly 
have  surprised  him  more  if  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  asserted  that  these  towna  had 


been  selected  only  from  the  districts  in 
which  superior  wheat  was  grown.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  selected  eight  parti- 
cular counties  in  which  fine  wheat  was 
grown,  and  compared  the  number  of 
towns  proposed  to  bo  added  in  these 
counties  With  the  number  of  towus  to  be 
added  in  eight  other  counties,  where  the 
«,;iuwth  of  wheat  wut  inferior.  The  pro- 
portion of  towns  to  be  added  in  the  fine 
wheat  growing  counties,  as  compared 
with  the  numU*r  to  be  added  in  the  coun- 
ties producing  wheat  of  an  inferior  Quality 
was,  he  said,  a«  twenty  to  sixty.  1  hence 
he  inferred  that  the  general  average  price 
of  wheat  would  be  reduced,  and  the  duty 
at  which  forei'^n  wheat  could  be  admitted 
pru(>ortionably  increased.  Now  there 
would  be  some  force  in  that  argument  if 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  the  whole 
of  the  fine  wheat  growing  counties,  and 
the  whole  of  the  inferior  wheat  producing 
counties,  and  shown  that  the  dispropor- 
tion in  the  number  of  towns  to  be  added, 
as  applied  to  the  aggregate,  was  such  as 
he  stated  it  to  be  in  regard  to  the jparticQ- 
lar  counties  he  had  selected.  The  fact 
was,  that  the  Goremment  had  been  at 
especial  pains  so  to  select  the  towna  io  all 
the  different  districts  of  the  country,  at  to 
equalise  their  dbtribatioo  throaghout: 
and  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
effect  would  be  to  render  the  proportion 
of  those  where  good  wheat  was  brought 
to  market,  as  compared  with  those  where 
ioftrior  wheat  was  brought  to  market,  as 
nearly  aimilar  as  possible  to  what  it  had 
been  upon  the  old  list.  Tliere  were  many 
other  counties  in  which  the  wheat  growa 
was  quite  as  fine  as  in  those  mentioned 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  In  Surrey,  for 
example,  three  new  towns  had  been  in« 
eluded  where  there  was  but  one  of  the  old 
list :  Worcester,  three  new  towns  and  only 
one  old;  Somersetshire,  four  new  towna 
to  six  old  ones ;  in  Shropahire,  seven  new 
towns  and  not  one  old  one;  and  laatly, 
in  Staffordahire,  that  great  manufacturing 
and  consuming  county,  where  there  was 
the  finest  coro  and  the  highest  prices, 
there  wa«  not  one  single  town  in  the  old 
lift,  and  under  the  new  one  eight  were 
included ;  in  point  of  fact,  thoee  fifa 
counties  grew  among  the  finest  wheat  in 
the  country ;  in  those  five  counties  twenty- 
five  new  towns  were  introduced,  while 
there  were  but  eight  old  ooes,  and  thb 
would  for  the  present  sufficiently  serve  to 
lest  the  very  rash  allegation  of  the  boo* 
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Gentleinan.    Now  he  would  like  to  know 
how  the  hon.  GentleroaD  meant  to  sub- 
stantiate his  allegation.     Perhaps,  how- 
ever, it  would  be  well  for  him  to  state 
whathad  actually  taken  place  with  re8|>ect 
to  this  new  list.     The  obiect  of  it  was  to 
provide  against  fraud,  and  to  obtain  more 
accurately  the  real  price  of  corn  in   Ens^- 
land  and   Wales,  and  the  desire  of  the 
Government  was  to  obtain  a  considerable 
number  of  towns  of  the  largest  markets. 
For  that  purpose  they  communicated  with 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Excise,  and 
thev  called  on  him,  in  the  first  place,  to 
assist  them  in  making  out  a  list  of  the 
largest  markets,  und  subsequently  in  mak- 
ing a  correction  of  that  list ;  and,  more- 
over, to  regulate  the  list   of  agricultural 
town?,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  list  of 
manufacturing  and  commercial  towns  on 
the  other  in  such  a  manner  that  the  num- 
bers of  the  two  classes  respectively  upon 
the  new  list  might  bear  the  same  propor- 
tion to  one  another  as   on  the  old  one. 
Now,  this  was   a  simple  narrative.    The 
hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of  prices  in  certain 
towns  being  45.  or  .Gi.  higher  in  the  ma. 
nufacturing  and  commercial  towns  than 
in  the  agricultural  part  of  the  country, 
and  he  quoted  a  return  made  last  Sep- 
tember in  proof  of  his  proposition.    When 
he  stated,  that  that  was  a  particular  pe- 
riod, namely  the  period  before  harvest, 
when  speculation  prevails  in  certain  mar- 
kets, he  (the  hon.  Gentleman)  said  "*  Yei, 
but  what  is  true  of  one  particular  period 
was  true  of  another.*'     Why,  some  thou- 
sand* of  averages  had  recently  been  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House,  and  there  was  not 
one  of  those  returns  that  would  not  show 
the  immense  effect  that  was  produced  on 
seviT.il  occasions  in  particular  markets,  by 
s|>cculniiun   at  that  particular  time,  and 
iiothiiij^  could  he  more  ludirmusly  falla- 
cious than  that  the  prices  oi   that  time  or 
placi'  should  be  h«ld  a  proof  of  the  prices 
in   othrr    time^   and    plare».     The   hon. 
Gentleman  had  refrrrcd,  in  >upport  of  his 
view,   to  the  returns  laid  on  the  Table 
exhibiting  the    course   of    prices   in    the 
fifteen    agricultural    towns,   on    the    one 
hand,  and  the  fifteen  manufarturing  and 
commercial  towns  on  the  other.    Now  the 
principle  of  selecting  those  fifteen  towns 
was  to   take   the    largest  markets.     The 
hon.  Gentleman  blamed  thc>  Government 
for  including  Liverpool,    whrrc  very  low 
averages  prevailed   instead  of  lii|;h  ones. 
This  censure,  then,  made  against  his  own 
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proposition,  which  wii.    Chit  fai 
large  town    the  nnfe  of  aftmg 
neceisarily  high.    The  caM  of  LifiipMl 
proved,    that  in    very  largv  totnm   ike 
averages  might  range  very  low;  Ibr  k* 
stance,  when  there  was  a  rnmiihttfcii 
consumption  of  com  imported  ftoa  lhM%B 
places,  since  though  the  foreign 
not  entered  in  the  retornt  vet  it 
elTect  of  keeping  down  Brittth 
hon.    Gentleman  asked,  why  leevn 
I^ondon  ?     It  was  very  tme  the  m 
of  London  were  higher  then  thoee  of 
other  fifteen  menufacturiog  end 
cial  towns.    No  doobt  London  wit  ike 
centre  of  speculation;  bni  the  fed 
likewise  in  part  caused  throogh  the  q 
of  the  corn  consumed.     But  it 
cessary  to  exclude  I«ondon,  for  if  the 
tropolis  were  included  with  the  other 
towns,  the  difference  in  the  range  of 
for  a  long  period  would  be  very  i 
dcrable.     lie  had  compared  the  eveflM 
of  the  sixteen  manufacturing  tovne,  ttMl 
is  to  say,  including  London  in  the  Ikt 
those  of  the  fifteen  agiicultural  tO' 
had  taken  eighteen  periods,  hivinf 
periods  in  the  months  of  April, 
and  December,  for  each  of  sii  yceie. 
the  years  1833.  1834,  end  1835.  the 
ages  were  low ;  in  the  three  yeere  1 
1840,  end  1841,  the  averages  were  k%h« 
During  the  last  three  yean,  the  prieee  in 
the  sixteen  commercial  totrne  were  hi|fhir 
than    in    the   fifteen    agricoltarel 
though  this  was  not  univerullv  the 
For  ten  of  the  eighteen  periods  tne  everigM 
were    higher  in  the  sixteen  coaneifini 
towns  ;  in  seven  periods  they  were  higker 
in  the  agricultural ;  in  one  they  were  tfMli 
therefore  the  notion  of  the  hon.  Meaihcr« 
as  to  the  effect  of  including  London, 
as  to  a  great  permanent  difference  in 
lietween  these  two  classes  of  const 
markets,  uas  visionary.     He  conid 
the  House,  that  the  selection  of  the 
had  been  made  without  the  alightcet 
Terence,  direct  or  indirect,  to  the 
of  the  districts  in  which  the  towns 
taken  ;  and  these  had  been  uken,  not 
any  intention  on  their  partsof  undely  ii 
encing  the  returns;  their  only  objeet 
been,  lo  range  over  the  different  distrietei 
so  that  they  might  insure  retoms  from  Ike 
various  markets  spread  over  the  connlry. 
Mr.  (UaHitone  repeated,  that  tlMCe  hl^ 
been  no  inteniion  or  idea  on  the  pert  ef 
the  Government  to  make  an  onfeir 
tioo,  and  uotwiibstaoding  tlie 
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with  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
lUwet)  made  his  asiertioo,  he  ttill  main- 
tained that  the  proportions  upon  the  new 
list  corresponded  as  closely  as  possible 
with  the  proportions  npon  the  old  list. 

Mr.  If  awes  would  reassert  that  a  very 
great  disproportion  existed  between  the 
number  of  towns  to  be  added  to  the  sche- 
dule in  counties  in  which  fine  wheat  was 
grown  and  that  of  the  towns  in  coun- 
ties where  inferior  wheat  was  CTown.  The 
consequence  would  be  that  the  averages 
would  be  lowered.  He  denied  that  he 
had  selected  particular  towns  or  counties 
to  answer  his  own  argument.  No  man  in 
the  House  was  freer  from  such  a  charge 
than  he  (Mr.  Hawes)  was,  and  he  thought 
it  would  have  been  better  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  spared  the  sarcasm, 
which  was  so  wholly  undeserved. 

Sir  E.  Knatchbull  denied  that  there 
had  been  any  unfair  selection  of  either 
towns  or  counties.  In  the  county  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  represent,  and 
which  was  acknowledged  to  grow  as  flne 
wheat  as  any  in  the  country,  there  were 
formerly  four  towiu  to  return  the  averages, 
and  DOW  other  four  were  added,  which 
showed  no  unfairness.  The  same  princi- 
ple bad  been  obaerved  throughout,  and 
although  there  might  be  a  disproportion 
in  some  counties,  still  throughout  the 
country  a  fair  balance  was  struck. 

Mr.'Ki//iert  saidy  that  assuming  every 
thing  that  was  said  for  the  Ooverameot 
with  respect  to  the  object  and  eflfect  of 
selecting  these  towns  was  correct,  there 
was  yet  a  question  that  remained  un- 
answered, namely,  why  they  were  added 
at  all.  For,  according  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  when  he  brought  in  his  bill,  he 
considered  there  was  little  reason  for  sus- 
pecting fraud  HI  taking  of  averages,  and 
according  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  (tladitone)  who  had  just  tat  down, 
their  addition  would  be  inoperative;  so 
that,  on  the  one  hand,  we  hear  that  there 
is  DO  fraud  to  be  prevented,  and  oo  the 
other,  no  effect  to  be  produced.  Then, 
he  said  again,  why  are  they  to  be  added  ? 
They  weie  not  indifferent  in  the  opinion 
of  many.  His  hon.  Friend  who  had 
brought  this  question  forward  stated  what 
was  getter  ally  known,  that  there  was  a 
belief  among  |)eople  of  all  kinds,  especially 
amongst  those  persons  in  the  trade  most 
competeot  to  judge,  that  they  would  hdive 
tbe  tfecl  of  lowering  ibc  average,  aod 


thereby  raise  the  duty ;  then  it  was  clear 
that  with  the  opinions  of  the  Goveroment, 
there  was  a  doubt  on  the  natter^  and  a 
fresh  uncertainty  then  connected  with  he 
trade  in  corn.  Now  one  of  the  evils  of 
the  old  law  was  the  uncertainty  that  ne- 
cessarily attended  everv  transaction  in  the 
trade;  why,  then,  add  a  fresh  circum- 
stance of  this  kind  to  aggravate  the  evils 
of  the  past  ?  There  was  little  in  the  new 
law  to  correct  what  was  bad  in  tlie  other. 
This  was  then  an  aggravation  of  the  old 
one.  It  is  not  intended  to  meet  the  com- 
plaints of  the  people,  it  is  not  intended  to 
increase  the  quantity  of  food,  to  lower 
the  price  of  fuod,  or  to  hold  out  to  the 
foieign  grower  the  hope  of  a  better  market. 
The  old  law  is  not  admitted  even  as  a 
cause  of  the  present  distress ;  he  should 
have  thought,  then,  that  the  policv  that 
seems  to  have  recommended  tne  change 
might  have  preserved  us  from  this  ad- 
dition to  it.  The  purpose  of  this  change 
seems  to  have  been  to  remove  all  the 
odium  that  was  unnecessary  for  effecting 
the  original  object  of  the  Coid-law,  which 
is,  by  raising  the  price  of  food,  to  secure  to 
the  landlord  rent  upon  a  class  of  soil 
which  might  otherwi»e  not  yirld  it»  and 
which  thereby  influences  the  rent  on  all 
other  land.  It  has  been  found  that  some* 
thing  more  in  the  way  of  duty  waa  im* 
posed  to  effect  this,  and  this  baa  been  re- 
duced ;  but  every  man  who  votea  for  the 
bill  on  the  other  side  has  been  assured  and 
believes  that  not  one  tittle  of  the  protec- 
tion which  the  old  law  gave  him  will  be 
withdrawn  by  the  present,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  they  were  quite  right  in  ao 
thinking.  Why,  then,  attempt  to  do 
more ;  ur  if  they  are  not  attempting  to  do 
more  by  adding  these  agricultural  towoa, 
why  add  tbem  at  all,  for  it  is  clear  that, 
with  the  doubts  that  exist  already  on  the 
subject,  no  merchant  would  engage  largely 
in  the  trade.  No  grower  on  the  continent 
would  invest  fresh  capital  with  a  view  to 
this  mjiket  till  there  has  been  some  eipe- 
rience  of  the  effect  of  this  new  feature  in 
the  law,  poasibly  having  vert  nnportant 
effects.  At  least,  then,  If  tne  Oovem- 
ment  will  not  give  them  up,  there  can  be^ 
no  reaaoaable  objection  to  the  Member 
for  Malton*s  plan,  which  propoaea  that  for 
the  first  year  the  averages  shall  be  struck 
aeparately  on  the  two  sets  of  towns,  ao  that 
pimple  may  aee  their  effect  But  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  and  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Bonnl  of  TMe  have  said  why  tbty 
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objected  to  that«  and   their  objection  is 
worth  attention.     The  right  hon.  Baronet 
•aid  that  it  would  revive  ditcussion  on  the 
bill  next  year,  and  the   Vice-President 
said,  that  when  they  were  making  a  great 
legislative  settlement  of  a  measure,  it  was 
better  to  complete  it  at  once,  so  as  to 
preclude  future  agitation.     Now,  really  to 
suppose  that  this  new  bill  was  a  final  set- 
tlement of  the  matter,  argued  a  degree  of 
simplicity    which,     coming    from    those 
quarters,  he  did  not  expect.     He  did  not 
expect  it,  after  all  that  they  heard  said  of 
the  operation  of  the  chan(;e  in  this  House, 
and    all    that    was    known  or   was    felt 
about  the  Corn-law  out  of  this  House,  and 
after  the  new  lights  respecting  free-trade 
that   seem  to  have  shone  lately  on  the 
opposite  side.     Did  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  really  believe  that  the 
people  of  this  country  were  so  imbecile,  so 
slavish,  so  lost  to  every  thing  which  they 
knew  to  be  their  due,  as  to  accept  this 
measure  as  a  great  legislative  settlement 
of  that  claim  which  they  put  forth  to  have 
their  trade  in  food  free.     Why,  what  did 
this  bill  really  amount  to,  us  regards  the 
people,  but  an  acknowledgement  that  they 
were  right  before  in  condemning  the  old 
bill,  and  that  those  who  maintained  that 
law  were  in  error.      And    who  can  say 
before  another  year  is  out,  that  they  may 
not  be  able  to  convince  the  Government 
that  the  new  law  is  as  bad  as  the  old  one. 
What,  in  fact,  had  they  been  hearing  for 
the  last  month,  but  that  after  all,  those 
principles  of  free- trade  which  had  been  so 
long  condemned,  are  sound  and  ought  to 
be  acted  upon  ?     When   ihe  people  have 
by  agitation,  got  their  principles  thus  ac- 
knowledged, shall  they  shrink  from  agi- 
tating further  to  gel  them  applied  ?     He 
then  could   conceive  nothing   less  likely 
than  that  this  law  should  be  a  final  settle- 
ment.    Certamly  it  would  not  be  rendered 
so  by  the  addition  of  theso  towns,  or  with- 
holding what  his  hon.   Kriend  asked  in 
letting  the  public  see  what  effect  they 
would  have.    The  only  presumption  which 
the   refusal   of  this  motion  would  have, 
was  to  induce  a  belief  that  the  (Jovern- 
ment  have  some  fear  of  the  efiect  being 
known,  and  to  excite  still  more  dislike  and 
distrust  of  the  measure.     He  should  cer- 
tainly vote  either  for  the  plan  of  with- 
drawing  those    towns   nhogrther,    or   to 
allow  the  public  to  know  what  the  effect 
would  be.  « 

.Mr.  Hardy  justified   the  proposed  ad- 


ditioD  to  the  number  of  tovM  apw  t 
ground  that  it  would  afibrd  a  pra" — ^ 
against  fraud  in  the  returns  npoo 
the  averages  were  founded. 

Mr.  Labouckert  said,  seeing  that  dli 
House  had  already  recogniaca  tliepis* 
priety  of  maintaining  a  sliding-acnle,  WUeh 
necessarily  implied  that  a  aytttaa  of 
averages  must  exist,  he  fully  com 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  fraod 
to  be  prevented  by  every  pouible 
He  for  one  had  not  heard  that 
denied  ;  certainly  by  no  one  on  hit 
the  House ;  and  he  did  not  think  thaitte 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-Prtaidnt 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  dealt  hviy 
with  his  hon.  Friend  the  Menbor  Ibr 
Lambeth,  who  most  certainly  had  .aol 
said  one  word  in  favour  of  any  fraodoMift 
system.  What  they  had  stated  waa.  thai 
they  apprehended  from  the  thitoMl 
operation  of  the  plan  proposed,  the 
nution  of  frauds  which  to  a  certain  « 
no  doubt,  would  succeed,  to  the  artdiliaa 
to  the  number  of  towns  from  which  iIm 
averages  were  to  be  taken;  and  laMly, 
that  to  which  no  one  had  yet 
the  placing  the  returns  of  the 
the  hands  of  the  Excise,  who  wonkf 
undoubtedly  do  their  duty  in  a 
better  manner  than  the  corn  ini 
what  they  stated  was.  without  imjiQtiBg  to 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  whidb  UMf 
disclaimed,  they  feared  that  the  pndiaal 
effect  would  be  seriously  to  affect  Iho  ad* 
vertised  averages.  Of  course,  all  that  «m 
said  on  that  point  now  mast  be  matoly 
conjectural,  but  he  would  rather  take  tho 
opinion  of  twelve  or  fourteen  merchaaio 
whose  lives  had  been  devoted  to  the 
trade,  to  that  of  any  twelve  geoileoMn 
that  House,  who,  of  course,  were 
customed  to  the  working  of  the 
between  town  and  country.  On  a  fc 
occasion  he  had  stated  that  the  additmi 
of  so  many  county  towns  would  rodvet 
the  price  of  corn  5f.  per  quarter.  Ho 
then,  of  course,  spoke  from  the  inforoHl* 
tion  he  had  received.  He  felt  houad  lo 
say  that  upon  further  consultation  wWi 
the  parties,  and  upon  further  conakleratiaa 
he  had  then  considerably  overstated  k. 
He  did  not  now  believe  it  would  aibet  iht 
averages  to  that  extent.  After  full  COA* 
sideration  and  consultation  with  partioi 
well  acquainted  with  the  trade,  ha 
not  say  that  the  advertised  averagca 
not  be  considerably  affected  by  the 
Indeed,  no  Cientleman  in  the  Hi 
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either  tide,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Minfttert  had  denied  the  propotition. 
Some  went  the  length  of  3i.,  some  of  2i. ; 
but  until  that  night  none  but  her  Majettt's 
Mioistert  had  denied,  that  the  addition  of 
more  towns  would  affect  the  averages, 
but  now  they  were  at  last  backed  up 
by  the  hon.  Member  fcr  Sussex  (Mr. 
Darby).  Still  his  conviction  was,  that 
they  would  be  affected  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  though  not  to  the  extent 
of  5f.  If  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Malton  (Mr.  Childcrs)  divided  the  House 
on  his  motion,  he  would  give  his  vote  in 
its  favour.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  decision  of  the 
House  with  regard  to  that  motion,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  would 
take  measures  for  directing  that  a  separate 
account  should  be  kept  of  the  averages 
taken  into  the  old  towns  and  in  the  towns 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  proposed  to 
add  to  the  list.  Tliere  could  be  no  diffi- 
culty  10  accomplishing  this,  and  it  would 
afford  some  means  of  judging  of  the  oper- 
ation of  the  scheme  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet. 

Lord  Wortley  did  not  think,  that  the 
addition  of  the  proposed  towns  would  en* 
tirely  prevent  fraud.  He  thought,  how. 
ever,  that  it  would  make  fraud  more  diffi- 
cult to  be  committed.  He  was  not  of 
opinion  that  the  result  of  the  averages  in 
the  towns  propoaed  would  lower  the 
averages  to  the  extent  of  2f .  He  believed 
the  farmers  did  not  consider  the  new  scale 
of  duty  a  sufficient  protection,  and  that 
thej  were  ready  to  seize  on  anything 
which  they  thought  would  give  them  an 
additional  protection.  The  additional 
towns  might  lower  the  averages,  but  cer- 
tainly not  to  the  extent  mentioned  by 
several  hon.  Members.  He  believed  that 
the  farmers  generally  approved  of  those 
towns  being  added,  in  the  hope  that  they 
would  thereby  obtain  lower  averages,  but 
whatever  opinion  he  held  as  to  the  protec- 
tion not  bemg  sufficient,  he  would  never 
endeavour,  by  any  side  wind,  to  efilcl  a 
change  in  the  system.  It  was  not  fair  to 
institute  a  comparison  between  towns  like 
Guildford  and  Liverpool;  because  the 
wheat  sold  in  the  former  was  of  the  finest 
quality,  such  as  is  used  bv  the  London 
pastrycooks,  whereas  at  Liverpool  the 
lowest  sort  of  Irish  wheat  was  brought  to 
the  market.  The  averages  might  have 
been  materially  lowered,  had  the  right 
boo.  Baronet  selected  towns  baviog  the 
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lowest  markets:  but  as  this  had  not  been 
exclusively  done,  he  could  not  believe  that 
the  averages  would  be  lowered  to  any 
considerable  extent.  He  wished  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  included  the  town  of 
Driffield  in  the  list.  It  was  not  mentioned, 
yet  in  that  town  .00.000  quarters  of  wheat, 
and  *27,000  sacks  of  flour,  were  sold  in  the 
cniii^c  of  the  year.  In  regard  to  the 
fiauds,  he  believed  they  were  not  con- 
fined to  I/>ndon.  During  one  week,  last 
year,  there  was  a  difference  in  price  be« 
tween  the  markets  of  Hull  and  Beverley 
of  no  less  than  9i.,  the  object  of  the  Hull 
dealers  being  to  raise  the  price,  while  those 
of  Beverley  had  no  such  object.  The  boo. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  had  stated 
that  the  object  of  the  present  bill  was  to 
keep  up  rents.  He  could  only  say,  that 
he  did  not  think  it  a  sufficient  protection, 
and  although  he  had  not  been  successful 
in  getting  a  greater  protection,  he  would 
still  prefer  the  old  bill ;  but  not  for  the 
urpose  of  keeping  up  rents,  but  becauae 
e  did  not  think  the  present  measure 
would  give  sufficient  protection  to  en* 
courage  the  growth  of  wheat  in  this  coud- 
try,  and  because  he  thought  the  consumer 
ought  to  be  supplied  with  wheat  grown 
in  this  country,  and  believing  that  they 
ought  not  to  encourage  the  introductioa 
of  foreign  corn,  to  the  detriment  of  those 
who  could  supply  the  consumer  with 
home-grown  wheat  at  a  price  not  con* 
sidered  as  extravagant.  He  should  vote 
in  favour  of  these  towns  being  retained  in 
the  list,  but  would  so  far  qualify  his  vote 
by  saying,  that  he  did  not  do  so  in  the  be* 
lief  that  they  would  reduce  the  averages, 
nor  would  he  say,  that  they  would  com* 
pletely  prevent  fraud,  although  he  ad« 
mitted,  that  fraud  would  be  a  matter  of  a 
greater  difficulty  than  under  the  old 
system. 

Mr.  E.  Howard  disapproved  of  the 
measure  that  the  risht  hon.  Baronet  had 
brought  forward.  His  own  plan  for  curing 
existing  evils  would  not  be  by  making  the 
public  eat  bad  bread,  but  by  adopting  the 
same  system  with  com  that  was  to  be  pur- 
sued in  respect  of  other  articles.  In  the 
importation  of  foreign  cattle,  and  in  the 
other  ariiclea  included  in  the  tariff,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  laid  down  the  prio* 
ciple  of  a  fixed  and  regular  trade,  and  the 
country  would  strongly  disapprove  of  a 
partial  and  one-sided  law,  giving  an  ex- 
clusive kind  of  protectioQ  to  the  landed 
inteieu. 
2U 
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Mr.  Childert  did  not  intend  to  divide 
ttie  H  use  on  fhat  occasion  ;  hut  he  should 
conaiiily  divide  upon  the  subject  when 
the  *29th  clause  came  under  the  considera- 
lion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  i4^/u)ii6y  said,  his  wish  was  neither 
to  raise  nor  to  lower  the  averages,  but  to 
produce  honesty.  It  wa«  now  staled  by 
hon.  Genilemen  that  frauds  with  respect 
to  the  dveiages  had  been  practised  to  a 
compardtively  small  extent.  For  years 
past,  however,  it  had  b«*en  asserted  by  the 
advocates  for  the  repesl  of  the  Corn-laws 
that  frauds  were  committed  to  an  immense 
extent ;  and  in  addressing  meetings  of 
farmers,  he  had  always  referred  to  that 
circumstance,  and  had  stated,  that  a  6xed 
duty  alone  would  prevent  those  frauds. 
Now,  however,  he  was  informed,  that  he 
was  in  error  in  supposing  that  frauds  had 
been  committed  to  any  considerable  ex- 
lent;  and,  if  there  was  no  good  ir round 
for  an  aleration  in  the  present  law,  he 
thoutshi  such  an  alteration  should  not  be 
made.  He  was  not  prepared  to  admit 
that  sufficient  reason  had  been  shown  by 

• 

her  'Majesty's  Government  for  the  proposed 
change  in  ihe  Corn-law.  If  it  was  ad- 
mitted that  frauds  were  prevalent,  and 
that  they  could  be  obviated  by  the  mea- 
sure of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R. 
Peel)  he  would  support  it ;  but  he  under- 
stood it  to  be  denied  that  frauds  were 
committed,  or  at  least  it  was  contended 
that  they  were  practised  to  a  very  trifling 
extent.  He  was  convinced  that  a  sliding 
scale  would  never  satisfy  the  public;  the 
only  way  to  get  rid  of  their  difficulties 
would  be  to  adopt  a  fixed  duty.  He  might 
mention,  with  reicrencc  to  some  observa- 
tions which  had  been  made  during  the  de- 
bate, that  in  Carlisle  corn  sold  in  the 
public  market,  and  in  the  same  street, 
varifd  in  price  from  3f.  4d,  to  IO5.  He 
wished  to  a«k  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
R.  Peel)  whether  any  new  expenses  would 
be  incurred  by  ihc  oddiii'in  to  the  number 
of  towns  from  which  the  averages  \ierc 
takt*n  .'  He  wished  to  know  whether  the 
Exci«e-officers  would  not,  in  some  form  ur 
another,  have  an  addition  tu  their  salaries 
for  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  this 
bill? 

Sir  R.  Peel:  I  am  quite  sure  that  if, 
in  procuring  a  correct  account  of  ihe 
Bveraiies,  any  reasonable  expenses  are  in- 
curred, the  House  will  be  willing  to  pro- 
vide for  tho«e  expenses.  Therefore  I  do 
not  urge  it  as  a  sIroDg  argument  in  favour 


of  the  proposed  cbange,  that  tbtrt  «i||  hi 
any  saying  of  the  jpublio  moMj  piodMii 
by  the  change.  There  will,  how«f«.  kt 
such  a  saving,  more  partiealarly  mM 
certain  eiisting  intereats  eipire.  Tkt  M* 
pense  of  collecting  the  aferagaa  ia  at  m»* 
sent  about  7,000/.  a  year.  Now,  I  tMk 
that  if  Excise-officers  cao  asaiit  ia  Ml- 
forming  the  duty,  the  public,  b^  WMMI 
they  are  employed,  have  a  fair  oUim  SMl 
their  time.  I  do  not  thinkt  therefovi,  UMt 
these  new  duties  will  lead  to  toy 
tional  expenses  in  the  way  of 
lion.  But,  however  thia  com| 
may  be  awarded,  the  eipenaet  of 
ing  the  averages  will,  on  the  wboh,  to 
less  under  the  new  tysiem  than  ondar  dii 
old.  I  must  say,  after  the  ilati«MI 
made  by  the  hon.  Oentleman  abovt  ihi 
price  of  wheat  in  the  Carlisle  marku,  Vf 
opinion  of  the  judgment  of  Carliaia  pm^ 
chasers  will  not  be  higher  than  it  haa  pit* 
viously  been.  Of  course,  were  the  qoali* 
ties  of  the  two  bushels  of  wheat  diftif^ 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  staled  k* 
We  are,  therefore,  informed,  that,  vUk 
one  bushel  of  a  given  article  was  aold  fcf 
3s.  4d.,  another  bushel,  within  a  few  YMda 
of  it,  brought  10s.  [Mr.  Aglkmi^:^nM 
was  the  case.]  Well,  then,  it  appears  tlM 
purchasers  in  Carlisle  market,  hayio^  ihi 
sacks  open,  paid  lOt.  a  bushel  for  wiiit, 
while  within  ten  yards  they  couM  bw  W 
article,  the  quality  of  which  was  eqoaCfcr 
3s.  4(/. 

Mr.  Aglionhy  begged  to  explaio  tkil 
there  was  a  difference  in  quality.  What 
he  wished  to  show  was,  that  in  the  aaat 
district  the  quality  of  corn  wu  so  totally 
different  that  one  bushel  brought  owly 
3s.  Ad,,  while  another  fetched  10a. 

Sir  R.  reel :  Oh,  we  00  this  sido  of 
the  House  understood  the  boa.  Goallt- 
man  to  mean  that  the  qualiiiea  wara  Ao 
same,  and  th.it  in  the  sane  market  ihi 
price  of  corn  was  subject  to  that  gffiot 
variation,  and  we  did,  of  course,  thiak  i| 
most  extraordinary  that  so  great  a  diftfu 
ence  of  price  should  prevail  l»etweeo 
cles  equal  in  quality.  With  respeel 
fraud  on  the  averages,  1  think,  that  tti 
certain  circumslances  it  has  been  pno* 
lised  to  some  extent,  more  eiteoaivtlyt 
probably,  during  the  last  three  or  Mr 
yean  than  previously,  and,  if  there  be  ny 
great  and  sudden  variation  in  the  datj, 
these  frauds  or  combinations  with  a  tiav 
to  influence  prices  would  increase.  I  an 
the  term  fraud  as  it  hu  baaa  betbco  tppHii 
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to  these  traniactions*  though  I  cannot  my- 
leir  give  them  exactly  that  designation. 
They  are,  in  fact,  speculations  entered 
into,  with  a  view  to  gaining  a  pro6t.  The 
extent  of  thete  frauds  I  likewise  think  has 
been  exaggerated.  Its  existence  I  do  not 
deny,  but  it  hat  not  been  committed  lu 
the  extent  mentioned  by  the  hon.  (irntle- 
man  upponiii:  in  addressing  \ui  con»ti* 
tuents.  My  opinion  is  that,  as  was  very 
justly  remarked  by  the  noble  l^id  (Wors- 
lev),  the  addition  of  140  new  towni  from 
which  returns  of  the  averages  aru  to  be 
made  will  not  operate  as  a  complete  pre- 
vention o(  fraud  ;  but  the  addition  of  these 
towns  will  have  a  further  tendency  to 
prevent  frauds  of  another  kind — not  that 
of  diminishiug  the  dutv  by  raising  the 
price,  but  the  fraud  of  raising  the  duty 
and  diminishing  the  price,  which  has  b«ren 
practised  when  large  quantities  of  corn 
have  baen  sold,  and  parted  with  for  the 
advantage  of  high  duties.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  correct  to  state  that  the  price  of  corn 
always  varies  in  proportion  to  the  differ- 
ence in  quality  ;  but  the  quality  is  doubt- 
leu  a  material  element  in  determining  the 
price.  I  should,  I  believe,  be  able  to  show 
that  in  counties  which  are  not  great  corn 
producers,  prices  are  higher  thau  in  those 
where  the  best  wheat  is  grown.  In  Siaf* 
fordshire,  for  instance,  an  inland,  manu- 
facturing county,  far  removed  from  the 
influence  of  ooeratiooa  in  foreign  corn, 
the  price  is  higher  than  in  the  best  wheat- 
growing  counties.  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  learn,  that  in  Essex  or  North- 
amptonshire the  price  of  corn  was  higher 
than  in  Kent,  a  maritime  county,  with  the 
advantage  of  a  fine  soil.  Much  reliance 
has  been  placed  on  the  fact,  that  the 
wheat  in  the  Liverpool  market  is  of  an  in- 
ferior description,  but  let  it  not  be  forgot, 
ten  that  the  greater  the  influence  of  those 
towns,  the  general  trade  of  which  is  in  the 
inferior  description  of  wheat,  the  more 
diminished  will  be  the  influence  of  those 
whose  trade  lies  in  inferior  wheat,  from 
Ireland,  Scotland,  or  elsewhere.  An  hon. 
Gentleman  has  produced  two  samples, 
one  of  Scotch  and  the  other  of  English 
wheat.  Now,  if  this  (pointing  to  a  parcel 
before  him)  be  a  fair  specimen  of  Scotch 
wheat — and  some  indignation  would,  |ier- 
haps,  be  expressed  at  its  being  called  so^ 
I  woulii  again  remind  you  that  the  more 
you  increase  the  influence  of  the  good 
whest  upon  the  average,  the  more  you 
dioinisb  thai  of  the  inferior,  and  the  asore 


you  increase  the  influence  of  the  inferior, 
the  more  you  diminish  that  of  the  supe- 
rior. And  I  must  say,  the  introduction 
of  the  new  towns  will  have  a  tendency  to 
increase  the  influence  of  the  superior  arti- 
cle. In  order  fully  to  carry  out  perfectly 
the  principle  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, hf  ought  to  require  that,  in  halt  the 
toHUH,  tlie  old  inspectors  should  be  re- 
tained for  a  year,  in  order  to  ascertain 
fairly  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the  in- 
creased vigilance  of  the  Excise-oflficers. 
I  do  hope  that  on  the  whole  the  House 
will  concur  with  Government  in  endea- 
vouring to  make  the  machinery  as  perfect 
art  they  can,  and  sanction  the  addition 
of  the  new  towns  to  the  places  from 
which  the  averages  are  to  he  collected. 
Mr.  i\  M,  Stewart  said,  if  the  House 
legislated  till  doomsday,  it  would  be 
unable  to  remedy  the  evils  inseparable 
from  the  present  system  of  Corn- laws.  In 
SootUnd,  where  the  avenges  were  at- 
tested on  oath  t>eforethe  sherifls,  universal 
complaints  were  made  of  the  frauds  prac- 
tised. He  thought,  however,  the  proposed 
addition  to  the  number  of  towns  from 
which  the  averages  were  taken  would  teM 
in  some  measure  to  correct  the  evils  of 
the  present  system.  Assuming  that  the 
*289  towns,  the  number  with  the  addition 
made  to  the  150  towns  for  taking  the 
averages,  were  fairly  chosen,  this  would 
greatly  tend  to  lessen  the  power  of  tht 
corn  dealers  to  combine  to  alter  the  ave- 
rages. The  more  they  multiplied  the 
markets  from  which  returns  were  made, 
the  more  they  scattered  the  power,  and 
increased  the  difficulties  of  those  who 
tampered  with  the  returns.  He  was, 
thertfore,  surprised  at  the  arguments  which 
had  been  adduced  in  favour  of  the  re- 
stricted number  of  markets.  He  wished 
to  know  why  the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad 
not  crossed  the  border  and  taken  some  of 
the  celebrated  corn  markets  of  the  south 
of  Scotland  into  the  list  of  towns  for 
making  returns  for  the  averages.  He 
begged  to  say,  that  the  bad  sample  of 
wheat  which  had  been  exhibited  was  no 
sample  of  the  wheat  of  his  countrv.  The 
Member  for  the  county  of  Haadingtoo 
•  would  bear  him  out  when  he  said  that 
I  there  was  no  market  in  the  United  King- 
'  dom  where  so  much  fine  min  was  sold 
as  at  the  markets  of  Haddington.  No 
doubt  there  was  some  reason  for  it ;  and 
he,  therefore,  asked  why,  when  the  right 
hon.  Baronel  was  in  search  of  good  mar* 
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kets  to  make  returns,  he  had  not  taken  in 
Haddington  and  the  Mid-Lothian  and 
West- Lothian  markets  of  Scotland  ? 

Sir  It.  Peel  said,  the  hon.  Member  had 
said  that  much  dissatisfaction  prevailed 
in  Scotland  with  the  averages  on  account 
of  their  being  bad  and  incorrect ;  and 
bad  averages  would  not  improve  the  new 
bill,  and,  therefore,  he  declined  to  have 
them. 

Mr.  P.  M,  Stewart  said,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  had  his  joke,  and  now  he 
asked  seriously,  was  there  any  reason  why 
these  markets  should  not  be  included  to 
make  returns  ? 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  the  bill  had  con6ned 
the  averages  to  the  towns  in  England. 
If  the  returns  were  extended  to  Scoiland, 
the  averages  might  be  framed  from  the 
price  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  very 
imd  corn ;  this  had  induced  him  to  con- 
fine the  returns  to  English  markets. 

Mr.  P.  Af.  Stewart  said,  Scotland  was 
liable  to  the  law,  and  he  did  not  see  why 
it  should  not  contribute  to  the  test. 

Dr.  Bowring  confessed,  he  felt  some 
surprise  at  the  many  observations  which 
haa  been  made  with  respect  to  those  ave- 
rages. He  was  surprised  to  hear  the  ad- 
vocates of  a  free-trade  principle  receive 
this  new  system  of  averages.  The  effect  of 
this  new  system  would  be  to  increase  the 
amount  of  the  duty,  and  he  thought  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  spoken  last  was 
not  aware  that  it  must  materially  afl'ect 
those  interests  he  had  so  well  advocated. 
Now  these  averages  produced  an  efl\rci, 
or  they  produced  none.  It  was  quite 
clear  they  interfered  with  a  great  number 
of  arrangements  which  depended  on  (lie 
old  system,  and  a  great  many  contracts 
had  been  entered  into,  grounded  on  the 
old  system.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  pro- 
posed to  disturb  them,  and  he  (Dr.  Buw. 
ring)  believed  it  would  produce  di^ad• 
vantages  to  the  mterests  he  was  aniious 
to  protect.  The  effect  of  the  addition  of 
150  new  towns,  would  not  be  to  decrease 
the  general  average.  The  nearer  they 
went  to  places  of  production,  the  lower 
the  price  would  be;  and  the  lowering  the 
prices  caused  the  duty  to  be  raised.  The 
effect  of  the  new  system  must  be  to  lower 
prices,  and  consequently  to  increase  the 
duty  ;  and  to  the  extent  it  was  raised,  lo 
that  extent  would  sacrifices  be  made  by 
those  who  were  already  oppre»sid  by 
these  lestrictive  and  prohibitoiy  diitiesi. 
Now,  the  right  hon.   Baronet  was  not 


satisfied  with  the  preseot 
the  average  now  takeo  htd  a 
diminish  the  amount  of  duty;  niid^lM^ 
therefore,  proposed  a  more  ttriBftBt 
tem  of  averages.  The  public  had 
sort  of  benefit  in  the  collnaioii  or 
as  it  was  called,  in  raising  tht  prietft  if 
corn,  in  order  that  the  amoaBi  of  doif 
should  be  lowered,  for  by  thai  vory  ooi- 
lusion  the  price  was  lowered  to  the 
ftumer.  It,  therefore,  did  appear  to 
that  the  new  system  must  be  pemieii 
the  consumer.  He,  thereforSi  coald 
lo  see  the  proposal  of  the  right 
Baronet  worked  under  tht  ayilefli  of  Ika 
old  machinery. 

Amendment  withdrawn*  "^ 

Question   again  pat,  that  '*  dona  9 
stand  part  of  the  bill," 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  that  one  of  tho 
pies  of  wheat  which  he  had  prodaeeJ 
the  inspection  of  the  right  hon. 
was  taken  from  a  parcel  of  wheat 
was  sold  in   Mark-lane  on  the  3rd  of 
March  last  for  36s.  a  qoartcr^  aad 
the  same  day  the  best  wheat  in  Iho 
was  sold  at  SOi.  a  quarter. 

the  inferior  sample  was  not  fit  to  bo 

as  human  food,  he  thought  it  oogfat  Ml  io 
the  slightest  degree  to  be  allowed  lo 
the  general  averages.  It  was  eaay  lo 
how  the  introduction  of  snch 
have  a  most  pernicious  effect  opoa  Ao 
health  of  the  commonity.  Thk  Hi 
should  discourage  the  sale  of  such 
for  human  food,  whereas  under  the  eyati 
pro|)oscd,  the  greatest  inducement 
would  be  held  out  to  have  snch 
thrown  into  the  market  for  snch  a 
pose.  What  he  would  wish  to 
was  a  proviso  to  this  effect : 

'*  Provided  always,  that  no  wheal  dl 
to  be  bad  and  utterly  unfit  for  bomaa 
shall  t>e  introduced  into  the  nsaifcet:  Iho 
tjuality  of  the  wheat  to  be  reported  on  by  Iho 
Kxcise  officers  to  be  appointed  under  this  net/' 


He  admitted  the  great  difficullr 
would  frequently  arise  to  give  em 
this  proposition.  He  admitted*  that  k 
would  require  a  considerable  jndncntio 
dicide  whether  such  wheat  would  be  It 
or  not  for  human  food,  and  he,  therefcio^ 
was  afraid  that  such  a  proviso  wooM 
meet  the  object  they  had  in  view, 
therefore  brought  the  subject  forward 
the  view  merely  of  calling  the  attenlMNiof 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  a  most  idipOr* 
tant  subject  for  hi<  consideration.  If  wSKg 
hon.  Members  could  suggest  any 
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remedy  for  iliis  evil  he  should  be  {^Ud  to 
hear  their  opinions  upon  the  iubjecl.  In 
some  districts,  durinj^  wet  seasons,  the 
wheat  that  was  brought  to  market  was 
generally  most  unfit  for  human  food,  but 
at  the  same  time  affected  the  averages  to 
ft  considerable  extent.  It  would  be  per* 
fectly  useless  to  submit  his  proposition  in 
the  form  of  a  motion ;  but  if  the  right 
hoo.  Baronet  could  see  any  way  in  which 
their  object  could  be  carried  out,  he  hoped 
he  would  act  accordingly. 

Sir  R.  Peel :  1  hope  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  not  about  to  desert  his  own  off- 
spring so  soon,  and  throw  it  on  the  com- 
passion of  the  parish.  At  all  erents,  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  burdened  with  ii»  and  I 
must  decline  the  respootibility  he  would 
impose  on  me.  But,  seriously.  Sir,  I  do 
not  see  how  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  can  be  carried  into  effect.  It 
would  bt  ^trj  injudicious  to  leave  it  to 
the  Excise  officer's  judgment  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  no  a  sample  of  wheat 
were  fit  for  food. 

Mr.  Gibson  said,  the  debate  showed 
how  badly  the  sliding-scale  operated,  for 
when  the  greatest  quantity  of  bad  corn 
was  in  the  market  there  was  the  greatest 
necetsity  for  good  com  to  mix  with  it, 
which  could  not  then  be  had  owing  to  the 
high  duty. 

Mr.  BroikertoH  said,  another  element 
which  would  affect  the  averages,  and 
which  had  not  been  taken  into  consider- 
ation, was  the  currency.  With  a  metallic 
currency  the  prices  would  be  low,  with  an 
increase  of  paper  currency  the  prices 
would  be  high.  From  the  arguments  he 
bad  heard  he  was  convinced,  that  nothing 
could  be  so  injurious  to  the  public  as 
persevering  in  this  system  of  taking  aver- 
ages. 

Lord  HVt/ey  said,  there  was  another 
great  difficulty  in  takmg  the  averages.  In 
Lincolnshire,  the  com  merchants  there  in- 
sisted on  all  the  wheat  being  made  up  to 
weigh  eighteen  stone*  The  consequence 
of  Ibis  wu  to  raise  the  averages. 

Mr.  Hawei  said,  that  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbory  was 
of  great  importance.  The  greater  the 
number  of  places  at  which  the  averages 
were  taken,  the  greater  would  be  the 
opportunity  of  selling  inferior  wheat, 
and  thereby  lowering  the  averages.  It 
was  moat  monstrous  that  wheat,  unfit 
for  anything  but  cattle,  should  be  allowed 
to  bate  the  effect  of  raising  the  price  of 


bread.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.' 
Wakley)  would  hereafter  frame  a  clause 
to  meet  this  evil. 

Mr.  OladMtomn  saw  no  reason  why,  if 
such  an  amendment  was  to  be  proposed, 
it  should  not  be  discussed  at  once,  in« 
stead  of  postponing  it  to  the  end  of  the 
bill.  The  hon.  Member  for  Finsbnry  had 
admitted,  that  there  would  be  great'diffi- 
culty  in  effecting  his  object.  He  thought 
it  was  the  practical  difficulty  of  carrying 
any  such  scheme  into  execution  that  con* 
stituted  the  objection  to  it.  The  objection 
«vas,  that  increasing  the  number  of"^  towns 
for  taking  the  averages  would  increase  the 
quantity  of  bad  wheat  to  be  included  in 
the  returns.  He  differed  from  this  opinion. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth  assumed, 
that  the  new  towns  would  be  the  centre 
of  production,  and  not  of  consumption, 
whereas  it  had  been  shown,  that  the  list 
of  new  towns  at  which  the  at erages  were 
to  be  taken  was  composed  in  the  same 
proportion  of  producing  and  consuming 
towns  as  existed  now.  He  would  suggest 
why,  perhaps,  bad  wheat  was  much  more 
likely  to  be  sold  in  large  towna  than  in 
agricultural  towna  —  it  was  ihb,  that 
damaged  wheat  was  much  need  for  manu- 
facturing purposes,  especially  for  making 
starch.  He  thought  it  most  desirable,  if 
returns  could  be  obtained,  that  would 
separate  a  bad  description  of  wheat  from 
goKxJ,  but  it  was  perfectly  impoestble  to  do 
so.  However,  it  was  almost  certain,  that 
no  great  quantity  of  such  wheat  was  likely 
to  enter  into  the  calculations. 

Mr.  jlgliomlnf  admitted  it  might  be 
difficult  to  meet  the  evil  apprehended,  but 
he  did  not  think  it  was  impossible.  Sup- 
pose, for  instance,  the  best  wheat  should 
be  sold  at  a  given  market  on  a  given  day 
for  lOt.  a  bushel,  might  it  not  be  ar- 
ranged, that  no  wheat  which  should  be 
sold  at  the  same  market  on  the  aame  day 
at  a  price  leu,  say  for  example,  than  one- 
third  of  lOf.  should  be  included  in  the 
inspector's  return;  the  inference  being, 
that  any  wheat  sold  for  less  than  that 
proportion  would  not  be  fit  for  human 
food? 

Mr.  Af.  Pkilipt,  in  allusion  to  what 
had  fallen  from  Mr.  Gladstone  respecting 
the  use  of  damaged  wheat  for  mannCic- 
tnring  purposes,  assured  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  the  manofactnrera  re- 
quired the  Tery  best  wheaten  flour;  so 
much  so,  indeed,  that  they  generally 
•ongbi  to   obtwn  iho  irticle  from  the 
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United  States ;  aod  he  really  thought  the        Sir  R.  Peel  thought,  that  it  vodi  It 
manufacturen  had  a  ttrong  claim  on  the    very  ineipedient  to  act  upOD  the  HiMC 
GovernnieDt  to  be  allowed  a  drawback  on  ,  tion  of  the  hon.  Member.and  give  leUMi 
the  article  uaed  by  them.  ofBcert  a  tenure  of  their  eflke 

Mr.  WakUy  said,  the  beat  remedy  for    fe  bene  geisermt.     TliCY  had  lie 
the  evil  be  had  complained  of  would  cer-    tenure  now ;  tbey  were  liaUe  to  ke 
taioly  be   to  admit  corn  free ;  but  that    moved  now  on  any  miabehaviovrt  or  aij 
would  hardly  accord  with  the  spirit  of  the    other  good   and   aufficient  caeee  to 
bill  they  were  considering.     He  thought '  justices  appearing.     It  was  pfO{ 


there  was  sound  sense  in  the  suggestion  '•  give  the  Treasury  the  power  or  eoolfaiww 


of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth  i  the  present  inspectors  in 
(Mr.  Aglionhy),  and  he  would  endeavour,  they  were  found  to  be  conpeleiit,  ud  Of 
with  that  hon.  Gentleman's  assistance,  tu  discharging  those  who  withoet  htt^ 
frame  a  clause  to  prevent  corn  unfit  for  chargeable  with  any  miscondocl,  h  mifj^ 
food  to  go  into  the  averages.  !  still  be  for  the  public  interest  to  fosooooi 

Clause  9  agreed  to.  and   he  thought,  that  was  a 

On  clause  14,  which  enacts,  that  the  '  power.  He  could  not  nnderataod  tbo 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of   of  the  hon.  Member's  objeotioo. 
London  should  appoint  the  inspector  of  ^      Mr.  Aglionby   would  rather  that  Ai 
corn  returns  for  the  city  of  London.  |  power  reuiained  with  the  jualieeat  vhf 

Mr.  Glad$t<me  proposed,  that  after  the  '■  should    ihey  deal    differently  widi 
word  "  London,"  the  words   '*  and   the  |  inspectors  for  London  and  Uioae  Ibr 
city  of  Oxford  and  town  of  Cambridge  " 
should  be  inserted. 

Mr.  C.  BuUer :  Why  is  this  ? 

Mr.  Giadeione  said,  that  much  of  the 
property  in  Oxford  and  Cambridge  was  j  pose  an  amendment  to  place  the  fOat  of 
estimated  in  value  by  the  corn  returns, '  the  inspectors  on  the  same  (bothif 
and  it  was  amongst  the  rights  and  pri*  I  the  London  inspectors  in  this  reapeeU 
vileges  of  these  two  places  to  make  the!      S\t  Robert  /V/ denied,  that  tnia  d 
appointment  of  corn  inspectors ;  if  these  I  would  impose  any  tax  upon  the 


places?  He  objected  to  comi 
altogether;  it  was  an  unoecesaary  toB| 
it  had  the  appearance  of  a  job ;  aod  ho 
should,  at  a  future  stage  of  the  billi 


words   were   not    inserted,   those    rights  i  On  the   coutiary,   he  undertook   to  aigr 
would  be  infringed.  I  that  in  every  case  of  removal  there  WOM 

Amendment  made,  and  clause  agreed  to.  |  be  a  saving;  to  the  country ;  aod  he 
On  clause  18,  which  enacts,  that  the  aay,  that,  considering  how  great  the 
present  inspector  of  returns  in  the  city  of  >  of  the  Executive  Government  waSi  tbot 
London  should  continue  in  office,  and  the  !  extreme  jealousy  about  the  reOMVOl  Of  ft 
appointments  of  other  inspectors  of  re-  few  ios|)ectors  was  quite  ua 
turns  should  cease  on  the  24th  of  June  The  corn  inspectors  were  a  highly 
next,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  !  able  clau  of  men,  but  still  it  waaod 

Mr.  Aglumhy  objected  to  the  principle  i  to  give  to  the  Treasury  a  diacraciooorv 
of  the  clause  when  considered  in  conjunc-  power  of  retaining  or  dispeusiog  with  ihev 
tion  with  clauses  21  aod  37,  the  former    services. 

of  which  empowered  the  Tieasury  to  Lord  Wortlry  said,  there  prevailed  Ml 
prant  warrants  to  continue  the  present  in-  opinion  in  the  country  (whether 
specters  in  otiice,  and  the  other  emfiowered  fuunde«l  he  could  not  say)  that 
them  to  grant  compensation  on  the  de-  the  inspectors  connived  at  frauda* 
termination  of  the  oflices  und  appoint-  thought  the  best  way  would  be  to  rei 
men ts  respectively  of  any  inspectors.  The  all  the  existing  inspectors,  makieg  I 
city  of  London  wss  excepted  from  this  compensation,  and  let  tbe  duticehepor- 
provision,  and  the  ins))€Ctor  was  made  re-  formed  by  the  Excise-office. 
movable  for  misconduct,  or  neglect  c»f  .Sir  Rcieri  Ihel  observed  that  Mr.  Af- 
duty,  by  the  Ijord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  lionby  wished  all  the  existing  iospeolOIB 
lie  did  not  see  why  a  similar  provision  to  be  retained,  while  the  nohlo  Loid 
should  not  apply  to  other  places,  aod  he  wished  them  all  to  be  reoMMred  t  ho  pii^ 
most  decidedly  objected  to  putting  the  posed  a  middle  course^  and  that  it  ahoold 
po«%er  of  removal  in  the  hands  of  the  be  left  to  the  (lovernment  to  remove 
Minister,  coupled,  as  it  was  proposed  to  or  not,  according  as  the  Traaaorj 
be,  wiih  the  power  of  compensation.  judge  proper.    It  would  ho  hardlj  Mr  !• 
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tty  of  the  inspectors  as  a  body,  that,  be- 
cause some  were  suspected  of  conuiving  at 
fhiuds,  all  should  be  dismissed.  He  be- 
lieved that  they  were  a  very  respectable 
class  of  meo,  and  be  was  not,  therefore, 
prepared  to  act  upon  the  opinbn  of  the 
noble  Lord. 

Colonel  Sibikorp  said,  that  he  was 
surprised  the  noble  Lord  should  express 
such  an  opinion.  He  was  sura  the  noble 
Lord  would  not  have  said  as  much  at  the 
■leetinf^  of  his  constituents  which  he  at* 
tended  yesterday. 

Lord  H  ori/«y  said,  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  city  of  Lincoln 
had  alluded  to  the  county  meeting  held 
vesterday  at  Lincoln,  which  the  gallant 
Member  did  not  attend.  He  had  pre- 
sented a  petition,  agreed  to  at  that  meet- 
ing, against  the  Corn  Importation  Bill  and 
the  tariff;  and,  as  the  forms  of  the  House 
precladed  him  from  stating,  on  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  petition,  what  passed  at 
the  aseetiog,  he  be^ed  to  inform  his 
boo.  and  gallant  Fnend  that  after  the 
petition  had  been  aigned  by  the  sheriff  on 
behalf  of  the  meeting,  a  similar  petition 
was  proposed  to  the  Lords,  upon  which 
an  amendment  was  proposed,  to  add  a 
prayer  against  the  Income^as.  The  sheriff 
refused  to  put  the  amendment  to  the  vote ; 
the  original  petition  was  rejected.  On 
the  sheriff  still  refusing  to  pot  the  amend- 
ment, notice  was  given  that  on  the  sheriff's 
leaving  the  chair,  some  one  else  would  be 
called  to  it.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  pro- 
posed to  the  sheriff,  but  before  it  was 
seconded  it  was  announced  that  an  amend- 
asent  to  that  motion  would  be  pot,  and  the 
aberiff  left  the  chair  without  the  motion 
for  a  vote  of  thanks  being  seconded.  A 
noble  Lord  who  wms  present  was  called  to 
the  cbairp  and  the  original  petition  and  a 
petition  against  tbo  Income-tas  were  car* 
ricd. 

Mr.  Agbombif  said,  since  the  clauses 
which  provide<)  for  the  reoMval  of  the 
inspectors  after  Jane,  and  gave  the  Tret* 
anry  power  to  appoint  new  inspectors,  and 
to  grant  compensation  to  tboae  renM>ved, 
were  asade  for  s4WM  purpose  of  action,  he 
wbbed  to  ask  what  the  ml  obiect  of  the 
Oovcrnoaent  was  in  making  these  provi- 
aaons? 

Sir  R.  P9H  replied,  that  aa  the  inspectors 
held  thtir  oflBces  under  tho  asiitinf  law, 
the  moment  that  was  repealed  their  offices 
canned.  It  waa  not  intended  to  dispbcn, 
bul  10  letnin  tkem»  and  hn  should  retain 


them  in  all  cases  where  they  had  dis- 
charged their  duties  properly,  and  no  other 
valid  objection  could  be  raised. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  to  the  26th  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thorntly  called  the  attention  of 
the  committee  very  briefly  to  the  advan* 
tage  given  by  the  bill  to  neighbouring 
ports,  while  the  importation  of  corn  from 
distant  ports,  such  as  Odessa  and  New 
Orleans,  would  in  effect  be  prohibited. 

On  Clause  27,— 

^  l*hat  the  average  prices  of  all  British  core, 
by  which  the  rate  and  amoant  of  the  said 
duties  ihall  t>e  regulated,  shall  be  made  up 
and  computed  on  Thuraday  in  each  and  etery 
week  in  manner  following :  (that  is  to  say) 
the  said  comptroller  of  corn  returas  shall  on 
such  TharMlay  in  each  week,  from  sudi  returas 
at  shall  Im  received  by  him  durine  the  week 
neit  preceding,  ending  on  and  including  the 
Saturday  in  such  preceding  week,  add  tofether 
the  total  Quantities  of  each  sort  of  British  oorn 
retpecliveiy  appearing  by  such  returns  10  have 
been  sold,  ana  the  total  prices  for  which  the 
same  thai  I  thereby  appear  to  have  been  sold,  and 
shall  dif  ide  the  amount  of  such  total  prices  re» 
spectivelyby  the  amount  of  such  total  quantities 
of  each  sort  of  British  core  respectively,  and  the 
sum  produced  thereby  shall  be  added  to  the 
sums  in  like  manner  produced  in  'the  five 
weeks  immediately  preceding  the  same,  and 
the  amount  of  such  sums  so  added  shall  be 
divided  by  ,  and  the  sum  thereby  given 

shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  aggregate 
average  prke  of  each  such  sort  of  British  eom 
respective! Vt  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  and 
aseeruining  the  rete  and  amount  of  the  aaid 
duties) :— Question  proposed,  **  That  the  blank 
be  filled  with  •  su.'  ^' 

Lord  WortUf  said,  that  he  was  aniious 
that  the  averam  should  be  taken  at  a 
longer  period  than  wms  proposed  by  the 
bill  as  it  stood.  At  present  the  period 
was  6ve  weeks ;  he  wished  to  make  it  ten, 
and  he  apprehended  that  the  change 
would  be  i>ene6cial  both  to  the  consumer 
and  the  seller,  and  it  wonld  cenaioly 
enable  the  consumer  to  obtain  fvheat  frtnn 
a  greater  distance.  Twelve  weeks  had 
been  mentioned  to  him  as  a  proper  period, 
but  he  thottght  that  would  be  too  long, 
and  6ve  much  too  short ;  ten  weeks  aemned 
to  him  the  proper  limit.  He  suggested, 
therefore,  that  the  word  "  ten*'  be  insertai 
instead  of  sii. 

Colonel  SUftkorp  oppoeed  the  nmend- 
nwnt,  because  ten  weeks  would  give  a 
greater  opportnnitv  for  importation.  The 
noUe  Lora,  one  of  the  Memben  for  North 
Lincolnabiie,  cuUad  hioaeir  one  of  the 
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farmers'  friends,  yet  he  supported  the  late 
GoverDment. 

Lord  Worsley  said,  that  he  was  sure 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  must  recol- 
lect, at  the  county  meeting  last  year  at 
which  he  was  present,  a  gentleman  asking 
Lord  Worsley  to  withdraw  his  con6dence 
from  the  late  Government,  which  he  re- 
fused to  do.  Yesterday  he  in  his  speech 
at  the  meeting,  asked  the  samegentleman, 
who,  as  the  gallant  Member  knew^  was  a 
staunch  Conservative,  whether  he  did  not 
DOW  think  that  be  was  right  for  refusing 
to  place  con6dence  in  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet opposite  ;  on  which  the  gentleman 
answered  before  the  whole  meeting : — 

*'  My  Lord,  all  I  can  say  is,  that  if  I  had 
been  one  of  the  Conservative  ftlembers  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  I  would  have  voted 
against  all  these  measures  of  Sir  Ilobert  Peel." 

Mr.  R.  Palmer  would  prefer  twelve 
weeks,  but  in  the  event  of  a  division,  he 
should  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  noble 
Lord. 

Mr.  Gladitonc  thought,  there  was  no 
objection  on  his  side  of  the  House  to  the 
principle  of  the  noble  Lord's  amendment, 
which,  no  doubt,  had  for  its  object  to 
choose  that  period  of  time,  which  upon 
the  whole,  would  be  most  convenient ;  but 
that  period  he  conceived  would  be  six 
weeks.  Ten  weeks  would  be  at  variance 
with  the  principle  of  the  bill,  as  it  would 
expose  the  farmer,  when  the  price  of  corn 
was  falling,  to  a  longer  period  of  foreign 
competition. 

Mr.  F.  3/.  Stctuart  opposed  the  amend- 
ment. He  had  contemplated  making  a 
proposal  diametrically  opposite  to  that  of 
the  noble  Lord.  From  all  eiperience  of 
the  working  of  the  Corn-laws,  ever  since 
they  were  passed,  it  appeared,  that  to 
secure  the  greatest  accuracy  in  the  aver- 
ages, the  period  was  limited.  When  they 
were  an  exporting  country,  the  averages 
regulating  the  exportation  were,  at  first, 
limited  to  the  weekly  returns,  ami  tinally 
to  the  market  price  on  the  day  before  the 
exportation.  From  the  time  the  country 
became  apprehensive  of  neeilini;  a  supply 
the  present  system  of  averages  was  intro- 
duced. He  considered  a  limited  period 
ensured  greater  accuracy.  He  was  glad 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  no  chance  of 
carrying  his  amendment.  In  his  opinion, 
the  shorier  they  made  the  {wriod  for 
ascertainini;  the  averages,  the  more  would 
they  be  likely  to  succeed  in  carrying  out 


the  new  law  with  adfaoUie  to  Um 
munity  at  large. 

Mr.  Christopher  would  toppoit  Ao 
noble  Lord's  propoaitioD»  bectuie  ho  Ul 
convinced  it  would  tend  to  dimiaUi  fraal 
by  increasing  the  difficulty  of  niMBg  Ao 
averages.  He  felt  alsOp  thut  teu  voiki 
would  shew  a  much  gieuter  iteodiMM  of 
price  than  six  weeks.  He  wm  warn  lo 
say,  that  the  bill  in  iti  preaent  iMpo 
would  not  have  the  cflTect  of  prefiotiM 
a  few  apecalalors  in  the  ninrkettovDOol 
great  consuming  diitrieti  from  comkmmg 
to  raise  the  price,  but  in  audi  n  wnj  m 
not  to  confer  any  adrantn|e  upon  tho  hr» 
mer.  He,  therefore,  supported  tlio 
ment,  which  he  belierea  would  nlao 
6t  the  consumer,  by  eonbling  mereuMii 
men  to  extend  their  trade  to  Americo. 

Viscount  Ebrington  regretted  tbt 
Lord's  proposal  was  not  for  ten  yom 
stead  of  ten  weeks,  aa  they  ihoald  ' 
have  the  measure  excluded  al together.  Ho 
was  favourable  to  the  amendment, beenuio 
he  thought  that  if  they  ahorteiied  lin 
duration  of  the  averages  they  would  od^ 
throw  away  so  much  revenue  withoui 
benefitting  the  consumer. 

Colonel  r.  Wood  believed  it  to  hi  ft 
mistaken  idea  that  frauds  were  cnrriod  OB 
to  anything  like  the  extent  genemlly 
posed.  He  considered  the 
calculated  to  act  moat  pemlcioualj  oo  Ao 
interests  both  of  the  conaumer  nnd  tho 
farmer.  Its  result  would  he  nothing 
than  to  prevent  an  importation  coi 
ing  to  the  wants  of  the  country  nt  ibo 
time  when  such  importation  could 
place  with  the  greatest  benefit.  It 
materially  for  the  interest  of  the 
that  the  corn  should  come  in  stendily, 
he  believed  this  amendment  calcuUlod  lo 
produce  anything  but  so  deairmhle  ft 
i  He  should  certainly  offer  it  every 
sition. 

Mr.  E.  Buller  was  inclined  to  voUai 
favour  of  the  more  extended  period,  OB 
the  ground  that  it  would  decreaae  tho  op* 
portunity  of  forcing  up  the  pricee  to  thoir 
maximum  point. 

Mr.  G.  Palmer  said,  that  whalow 
opinions  Gentlemen  entertained  aa  to  ibo 
amoimt  of  protection  which  ooicht  to  bo 
givin  to  corn,  there  was  no  GentleoMm 
who  was  not  anxious  to  prevent  the  frnodi 
in  the  averages.  The  hon.  GentlcaMm 
seemed  to  think  those  frauds  of  littlo  is^ 
portance,  but  they  were  in  reality  of  am 
importance.    During  the  kit  sit  wmu  # 
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Member  Tor  Lineolnthire.     IT  (he  proponl 
hid  been  to  prolong  ihe  period  to  lix 


Ibe  last  lummer  the  avera^  were  raised 
6(.  more  ihan  tbej  ought  (o  have  beeo. 
The  Dritnh  agricaltnriili,  who  icatncd  no* 
thin;;  by  tho*e  nominal  high  pricet,  had 
the  diKredit  or  cau«ing  them,  and  it  waa 
on  account  or  thona  high  price*  that  ihe 
outcry  wai  made  by  ihe  manufacturert. 
He  ahould  like  lo  know  who  received 
tbOK  pricea.  Certainly  not  the  farmer. 
By  the  relurna  which  the  Government  had 
laid  before  the  Hoate  it  appeared  ihat 
70,000  qoartcra  per  week  wai  the  average 
aale:  wriereaa,  during  thoae  tix  wecki, 
when  there  waa  in  fact  leal  corn  uied  than 
in  any  olb«r  lix  wecka  of  the  year,  on 
account  of  the  people  uaing  new  poialoea 
and  other  vegetable!,  the  pretended  aver- 
•gc  sale  waa  135,000  <fuarter>  a  week. 
Every  Gentleman  would  join  in  oppoaing 
thoae  fraoda.  If  tbe  period  were  extended, 
there  would  not  be  the  like  inducement  aa 
at  pretenl  to  deal  wiih  the  averages,  and 
force  them  up  to  the  higheat  point  wiihoat 
paating  a  grain  of  corn. 

Sir  R.  Ptel  *aid,  that  various  propoti- 
tioni  OB  tliii  point  had  been  aubmittMl  to 
ihe  Gotcmment.  Some  desired  lo  extend 
the  period  to  eight  weeks,  some  to  ten, 
others  to  twelve,  whilst  certain  peraoni 
would  even  prolong  it  to  6fieen.  After  . 
carefully  considering  these  suggestions, 
the  impreuion  on  his  mind  certainly  was, 
that  tbe  proposed  aitenaion  of  time  would 
■Mi  operate  as  a  check  on  fraud :  but  that, 
on  the  cODirary,  the  speculator  would 
derive  an  advantage  from  the  ability  to 
pour  in  com  for  a  more  extended  period. 
He  had  also  formed  the  opinion,  that  the 
alteration  would  operate  iojunoaaly  to  the 
coasnner  I^  keepiag  up  tbe  duty  at  a 
time  when  the  neceaailiea  of  tha  country 
required  an  importation  of  corn ;  and  fnr- 
Ibcr,  ha  thought,  that  it  would  act  injuri* 
oaaly  to  the  producer*,  by  aubjecling  them 
to  a  competition  at  lower  rates  for  a  more 
considerable  period  than  at  present.  On 
the  whole,  therefore,  he  could  not  but 
think  that  it  woald  be  aaler  to  adhere  to 
tba  ail  weeka  aa  pcopoaad  in  the  bill  now 
befete  them.  Ha  conld  menlioa  iDstaoccs 
where  Ihe  extended  period  would  have  a 
very  injurions  operation,  but  as  this  was  a 
qneation  of  detail,  on  which  it  waa  for  the 
committee  to  decide,  ha  would  content 
bimaelf  with  tba  slatcDieol  he  had  madi 
of  hia  reaaoB  for  adhering  to  tbe  systcn 
iMw  exialiog. 

Hr,  Ham*»  praferred  lb*  bill  u  it  Hood 
to  tlw  ■■■JBiiit  of  tb*  Mbte  Lffd  thi 


raonlhi  instead  of  ten  weeks,  or  if,  on  the 
Dlhcrhind,  iihad  been  proposed  to  shorten 
ihe  time,  he  could  have  conceived  (hat 
Ihe  amendment  might  have  been  attended 
with  bene6t,  but  in  the  preaent  caaa  ho 
must  freely  confess  that  ha  could  not 
understand  the  principle  upon  which  tba 
present  propoailion  was  submitted. 

The  commiltea  divided  on  the  qaestioa 
that  the  blank  be  filled  op  with  the  word 
six:  Ayes 243;  Noea 37 ;  Majority  305. 
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Ewar 


W. 
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Fiutoy,  Capt. 
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Oorc,baa.  R. 
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liamilion,  W.  J. 
Hamiltoo,  Lord  C. 
Hannitr,Sir  J. 
HarcoQit,  G.  G. 
llardinge,  rt.ho.  Sir  II. 
Uaidy,  J. 
Hastie,  A. 
Hawei»  B. 
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Hope^  liOD.  C. 
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Hurophery,  Mr«  Aid. 
Ingestrt,  Vitct. 
IngUf,  Sir  H.  IL 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Joce\yn,  Visot. 
Johnnon,  W.  G. 
Johnstone,  A. 
Johnstone,  H. 
Jolifit,SirW.G.  H. 


Jones,  Capt. 

Kembie,  H. 

KnatchbnU,rt.  h.Sir  £.    Shtppard,  T. 

Knight,  H.  G.  Shirley,  E.  P. 


Oglt,  S.  C.  H. 
Paget,  Lord  W. 
Peeliell,  Capt. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Philips,  G.  R. 
Philips,  M, 
Pigot,  right  hon.  D. 
Pigot,  Sir  R. 
Pinney,  W. 
Polhill,  F. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Ponsonby,  boo.  J.  G. 
Powell,  Col. 
Power,  J. 
Pringle,  A. 
Rashleigh,  W. 
Rcade,W.M. 
Kice,  £.  R. 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Rose,rt.  hon.  SirG. 
Round,  C.  G. 
Hound,  J. 
Rous,  hon.  Capt. 
Ryder,  hon.  G.  D. 
Sanderson,  R. 
Sand  on,  Visct. 
Scott,  R. 
Seymour,  Sir  H.  B. 


Knight,  F.  W. 
Kuightley,  Sir  C. 
Lawson,  A. 
Leader,  J. T. 
Legh,  G.  C. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
Lennox,  Lord  A. 
IJncoln,  Karl  of 
Lindiay^  H.  H. 
Listowel,  Earl  of 
I^ockhart,  W. 
Long, \V. 
J^wther,  J.  H. 
Macaulay,  rt.  hn.  T.B. 
Mackcnsie,  W.  F. 
Maclean,  L). 
Mc  (rcachy,  F.  A. 
Mahon,  Viscl. 
Manners  Lord  C.  S. 
Manners,  Lord  J, 
March,  Earl  of 
Marshall,  W. 
Marshani,  Visct. 
MartoD,  G. 
Master,  T.  W.  C. 
Masterman,  J. 
Meynelt,  Capt. 
Miles,  P.  W.  S. 
Morgan,  O. 
Moms,  D. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
Nef  ille,  R. 
Ne  wry,  Visct. 
Northland,  \'iMt. 
crBnen,  J. 
0*Connell,  M.  J. 


Sibthorp,  Col. 
Smith,  A. 
Smith,  B. 

Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 
Somerset,  Lord  Q. 
Somenriile,  SirW.M. 
Sotheron.  T.  H.  S. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stewart,  P.  M. 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  W.  V, 
Stnitt,  E. 
Sturt,  H.  C. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Tenncnt.  J.  K. 
Thompson,  Mr.  Aid. 
Thornhill,  G. 
Towneley,  J. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tufnell,  H. 
Turner,  E. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
\'erner,  Col. 
Villicrs,  hon.  C. 
ViUiers,  F. 
X'lvian,  hon.  Capt. 
Waddington,  H.  S. 
Wakley,  T. 
Walker,  R. 
Wilbraham,  bn.  R.  B. 
WilUaas.  \V. 
WodehoQse,  £. 
Wood,  B. 
Wood,  Col. 


Yo«ttf,J. 


Wood,  Col.  T. 
Wood,  G.  W. 
Wortley,  hon»  J.  S. 
Wrigbtson,  W.  B. 
Wyndbam.  Col.  I 
Wynn,rt-bD.C.W.W, 

list  f^  iki  Nobs. 

Janet,  W. 

LygoOf  dob« 


Fremuult,  HrT. 
BwioffiU, 


J. 


McflaglUly 
If  umyi  A. 

NOfiejl^  liQM 

Norrn%8irlXJ» 

0|BnM,  C. 
O  oneD|  W*  S* 
PM:ke»  C  W. 
Palner.G. 
Pusey»P. 
TaBOffedy  H.  Iva 

ToUemMK  '• 
TioQbri4geb8irl.1L 
Veie^SirCB. 
Wallace.  R. 
Yorke,  boa.  £.  T. 


MTon^y,  Loid 


Aldam.  W. 

AUix,  J.  P. 

Archbold,  R. 

Barclay,  D. 

Barrington,  Visct. 

Bradie,  W.  B. 

Buller,  E. 

Burrougbes,  H.  N. 

Busfeild,  W. 

Childers,  J.  W. 

Christopher,  R.  A. 

Dundas,  Admiral 

Dundas,  F. 

Eatoo,  R.  J. 

Ebrington,  Visct. 

Grogan,  £. 

Hamilton,  C.  J.  B. 

Heneage,  E. 

Henley,  J.  W. 

Howard,  bn.  C.  W.  G.    Palmer,  R. 

Clause  to  aland  part  of  the  bill. 
Clause  *28  agreed  to. 
On  tbe  29tb  cltute, 

^'That  until  a  sufficient  nuasber  of  vndito 
returns  shall  have  been  reoeifod  by  Ibt  MM 
comptroller  of  com  returns  under  tUa  ML  M 
aflbitl  such  aggregate  averase  pricti  of  BriWb 
com  as  aforesaid,  the  weekljf  nveraft  priHi 
of  British  com  published  by  bim  iiimeuiali^f 
before  the  passing  of  this  act  ahall  by  ban  %• 
used  and  referred  to  in  making  meb 
tions  as  aforesaid,  in  such  and  the 
ner  as  if  tbe  same  bad  been  made  up  i 
taken  under  and  in  pursuance  of  ibb  ML** 

Mr.  Ckildtrs  niOTed  tbo  fcllowng 
in  aubatitutbn  of  it  :«-* 

''That  from  the  passing  of  this  bB,  V^ 
the  1st  of  May,  1843,  tbe  duty  to  be  pnii  OB 
the  importation  of  foreign  com  tbnll  M 
lated  by  tbe  afcrages  of  tboae  lowM 
which  have  hitherto  made  returM  in 
ance  witli  tbe  act  of  9th  George  itb.** 

Tbe  committee  divided  oo  tbo  q 
that  tbe  original  worda  atnnd  port  off 
clause :   Ayea  202 ;  Noes  69 ;  MMm 
133. 

List  of  the  Atu. 


Acland,  T.  D. 
A'Court,  Capt. 
Acton,  Col. 
A  dare,  Visct. 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
AUix,  J.  P. 
AntrobuSi  £. 


Arcbbold^R. 
ArkwiigbtyO. 
Ashley,  Lord 
Astell,  W. 
Bailey,  J.y  Ion. 
BaiUie.CoL 
Bariif.  boa.  W.  Vi 


ISSS 


Com  tmporUUwm  BitL       (Armtt  b)        C^m  tmporkUwm  BOL      I9S4 


Barriogtoo,  Vitct. 
Bukenrillt,  T.  B.  M. 
Btcket,  W. 
Btntinck,  Lord  O. 
Bcniard,  Vitct. 
Boldero,  11.  G. 
Borthwick,  P. 
Botfietd,  B. 
Bradshaw,  J. 
Broadlev,  H. 
Brocklehuni,  J. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Brownrigg,  J.  S. 
Bnic«9  Lord  E. 
Bnice,  C.  L.  C. 
Buckley,  E. 
Buobar7,T. 
Barroughtty  H.  N. 
CmnpbelUSirll. 
CampbeU,  A. 
Cbarteht,  hoo.  F. 
CbeUea,  Visct. 
Chetwode,Sir  J. 
Cbolmoodtley,  bn.  II. 
Christmat,  W. 
CbrUtopbtr,  R.  A. 
Chttle,  W.  L.  W. 
ClaytOD,  R.  R. 
Clerk,  Sir  O. 
aife,  hoQ.  R.  II. 
Cochrane,  A. 
Cock  bum,  rt .  hn.  Sir  G. 
Cole, boo.  A.  H. 
Colieit.  W.  R. 
ColviUe,  C.  R. 
Compton,  II.  C. 
Copeiand,  Mr.  Aid. 
Crotte,  T.  B. 
Curteis,  II.  B. 
Daatr,  boo.  Col. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawoay,  boa.  W.  II. 
Dodd,G. 
Dottglaa,  Sir  C.  E. 
Doufla%  J.D.  S. 
Dtt  Pre,C.  G. 
East,  J.  B. 
Ealoii,  R.  «l. 
Eliot,  Lord 
Balyii,  Viid. 
Racoit,  & 
Eatooort,  T.  O.  B. 
FambaiD,  E.  B. 
FeUowta,  E. 
Ferfmnd,  W.  B. 
FItiroy,  Gapt. 
Fitiroy,  boo.  H. 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,  J.  Miloet 


Gregory,  W.  H. 
Grimatoot,  ViKt. 
Grogaa,  B. 
Halt,  R.  B. 
Ilamiltoii,  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Haomer,  Sir  J. 
Hardinge,  rt.bn.SIr  II. 
Hardy,  J. 
Uayea,  Sir  R. 
Ileatbcott,  J. 
Heneage,  G.  H.  W. 
Ileneage,  E. 
Htnlty,J.W. 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Herbert,  boo*  S. 
Hillsborough,  Earl  of 
Hodgson^  R. 
Holmea,  bn.  W.  A'C 
Ilope^  boo.  C. 
Ingesthe,  Visct. 
loglis,  Sir  R.  H. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
iocelyo,  Visct. 
Johnson,  W.  O. 
Jobostono,  II. 
Jones,  Capt. 
Kelbumtf  Viicu 
Kemble,  H. 
KnatchbuUi  right  bon. 

SirE. 
Knight,  H.  G. 
Knight,  P.  W. 
Knightley,  Sir  C. 
Legb,  G.  C. 
Lcioester.  Earl  oC 
licooox.  Lord  A. 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lindsay,  H.H. 
Lockhart,  W. 
Ung,  W. 
Lowtber,  J.  II. 

^yV^  ^^^'^  Geoerttl 
BiackeDtit,  W.  F. 
Maclean,  D. 
M'Geachy,  F.  A. 
Malion,  Visct. 
M^in  waring,  T. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Match,  Eari  of 
Maisham,  Vtsct. 
MartoBy  O. 
Master,  T.  W.  C. 
Masterman,  J. 
MaoBsell.  T.  P. 
MctmII,  Capt. 
MiIh,  p.  W.S. 
Morgan,  O. 
MorriS|D. 
Murray,  C.  R.  S. 


Gladstone,  rt.bn.W«£,    Nefill^R 

Gordon,  boo.  Capt.        Newiy,  Visel. 

Gore,  M. 

Oonog.  a 

Graham,  ft.  bo.  Sir  J. 

Grmibji  ManjMH  of 

Gratoall,  P. 


NofTeys,Lofd 
floflblaod, 
O'Brien,  A.  B. 
O^oTien,  W*  8« 
Packe,  C.  W. 


Paget,  lx>rd  W. 
Palmer,  R. 
Palmer,  G. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt«  hn.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Pif^t,  Sir  R. 
Polhill,  F. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Powell,  Col. 
Pringle,  A. 
Puity,  P. 
Rashleigh,  W. 
Reade,  W.  M. 
Reid,SirJ.R. 
Richards,  R. 
Rose,  rt.  hn.  SirG* 
Rottod,  C.  G. 
Rous,  boo.  Capt. 
Ryder,  boo.  G.  D. 
Saoderion,  R. 
Saodoo,  Visct. 
Sbeppard,  T. 
Sibiborp,  CoK 
Somoraet,  Lord  G. 
Sothertoo,T.  IL8. 
Stanlsy,  Lord 
Stewmrt,J. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 


Sturt,  II.  C. 
Sutton,  bn.  H.  M. 
Tennont,J.  E. 
Tbompaon,  Mr.  Aid. 
ThomhilL  G. 
Tollemache,  bn.  F.  J. 
Tollemaehe,  J. 
Treocb,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trevor,  bon.  G^  R. 
Troilnr,  J. 
Tyrfnll,SirJ.T. 
Vtm,  Sir  C.  B. 
Vtmor.Col. 
WtddiailQn,H.S. 
Wakleyi  T. 
Wilbrabam,  hn.  R.  M. 
WUliami,  T.  P. 
WodeboofOiE. 
Wood,CoU 
Wood,  Col.  T. 
Worsley,  Lord 
Wortley,  bn.  J.  8. 
Wynn,rtbn.C.W.W. 
Wynn,  Sir  W.  W. 
Yorke,ba,  B.T. 
Yonn^  J. 

TCLLtns. 
Frtmantlt,  Sir  T. 
BariocH. 


Liti  ^  ike  Nou. 

Aglionby,  If.  A. 
Aldsm,W 


Barclay,  D. 

Berkeley,  bn.  C. 

Blake,  Sir  V. 

Bowring,  Dr. 

Brothertoo,J. 

Buller,  C 

BuUer,  E. 

Busfcitd,  W. 

Cavendish,  bn.  C.  C.     F6ntonVy,hn.C.  F.  A. 

Cavendish,  bon.  G.  U.    PonsooMr,  bn.  J.  0. 


MarshiU,W. 
Mnrn^,  A. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
Norrtys,  Sir  D.  J. 
0*Britn,C. 
O'Brien,  J. 
PlecbeU,  Cnpc 
Philips,  m7 
Pigol,  rt.  bon.  O. 
"         .W. 


Christie,  W.  D. 
Clemenu,  Visct. 
Craig,  W.  G. 
CVawlbrd,  W.  S. 
Duncan,  G. 
Duncombe,  T. 
Dundas,  Admiral 
D«odas,F. 
Ebrington,  ViwL 
Ellis^. 
Evans,  W. 
Bwart,  W. 
Feiguson,  Col* 
Forster,  If. 
Gill,T. 
Gove,  non.  R. 
Uill,LoidM. 


Power,  J. 
Rieardo.J.  I» 
Scott,  R. 
Shail,  rt.  bn.  R.  L. 

Sasltb,R- 

Smith,  n.  bn.  R.  V. 
Somerville,  Sir  W.  M. 
Stmtt,  E. 
Tanerad,  U.  W. 
Anomaly,  T. 
Tfonbridfa,SirB*T. 
'nifball,R. 
IVimtr,  £. 
Villi«ri^  bon.  C. 
Vivian,  bon.  CapL 
WaUaaa,R. 
WUUama,W. 


Howard,  bn.  C.  W.  G.  Wood,B 

Hnmpbm,  Mr.  Aid.  Wood,  G.  W. 

JaflMs,  W.  WiMtton,  W.  B. 

Johnston,  A.  Y orna,  II.  R« 
Lander,  J.  T.  TtLUtna. 

Listowal,  Eari  of  Cbibtaia,  J.  V9. 

li«Mlay,fft«hB,T«Bi  IbwtibB* 
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Clauie  agreed  lo. 

Other  cIbumi  or  the  bill  were  Bgreed  to. 

Mr.  OladttoHt  introduced  a  clmuie,  the 
porport  or  which  we  could  not  catch. 

Lord  WoTtley  moved  the  following 
clause,  to  lacceed  clauK  22 : — 

"And  be  it  enaeied,  (hat  every  person  who 
■hall  hU  any  Brtliah  com  at  or  within  ■nj' 
dtj  or  (own  naned  in  (he  laid  schedule  here- 
unto innexad,  other  than  (he  City  of  London, 
shall,  before  he  or  the  shall  sell  any  British 
com  at  any  such  city  or  town,  make  and  de- 
liver in  manner  hereinafter  inen(iDned,  a  de- 
claration in  the  following  words,  (hat  is  to 
tay;— 

(Fonn  of  declaration.) 

"  L  A.  B.,  do  declare  (bat  (he  returns  lo  be 
by  me  raade  conforinably  to  (he  act  passed  in 
the  year  of  the  reign  of  her  Majesty  Queen 
Victoria,  cniided  [here  set  forth  (he  tide  of 
Ibis  act],  of  the  quantities  and  prices  of  British 
corn  which  henceforth  shall  by  me,  or  for  me, 
be  sold,  shall,  (o  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief,  contain  the  whole  quantity,  and  no 
nore,  of  the  British  corn  boaajiik  sold  for,  or 
by  me,  within  the  periods  to  which  such  re- 
turns respectively  shall  refer,  with  (he  prices 
of  such  corn,  and  the  names  of  the  buyers 
respectively,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment, 
the  said  Te(ums  shall  in  all  respects  be  ac- 
C0on(Bbte  to  the  provisions  of  (he  said  act." 

"  Which  declaration  shall  he  in  writing,  and 
shall  be  tuhacribed  with  the  hand  of  the  per- 
son so  making  the  same,  and  shall  by  him  nr 
hei,  nr  by  his  or  her  agent,  be  deliiered  to  the 
mayor  or  chief  magiiirate,  or  to  some  justice 
of  the  peace  for  such  city  or  town,  or  foT  the 
roanty,  riding,  or  diviaion  in  which  the  same 
it  ti(ua(e,  who  are  hereby  required  (o  deliver 
a  certificBle  thereof  to  the  supervisor  of  excise 
acting  as  inspector  of  com  returns  for  such  city 
or  town  as  aforesaid,  at  the  place  appointed 
for  receiving  luch  returns,  or  lo  such  con- 
tinuing inspector  of  corn  return)  ak  aforesaid 
for  such  city  or  town  (as  the  case  may  be],  lo 
be  by  such  supcrrisor  or  ins|)cctor  registered 
in  a  book  to  be  by  him  provided  and  kept  for 
that  purjiose-" 

The  noble  Ix>rd  said,  he  atlached  con- 
■iderable  importance  to  this  proposition. 
The  result  would  be,  he  thought,  that  it 
could  easily  be  seen  how  far  the  price  at 
sfhich  corn  retched  the  consumer  was  (he 
finner't,or  the  intermediate  dealers. 

Sir  R.  Pee/ Mid,  be  bad  received,  among 
many  other  luneationt  on  the  subject,  one 
to  the  effect  of  that  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  :  but  he  really  doubted  very  much 
Ihe  wisdom  of  such  a  course,  and  he  did 
not  think  the  noble  Lord  himself  was  fully 
aware  of  the  difficulties  lo  be  encountered. 
Nor  did  the  clause  of  the  noble  Lord  ap- 
pear efficient  for  cffectiDg  bit  own  object. 


ill  ^H 
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At  preiCDt,  tha  buvtrs  ide  reluma  of  aJI 
the  corn  th«j  put  But  this  claaat 

only  re<]uired  relons  ot'  corn  told  viibia 
the  cities  or  borouglis.  So  thtl  (be  K- 
turni  under  the  noble  Lord'iclautfi  sro«ld 
by  no  means  be  lo  saiisfaciorj  ••  thaw 
which  would  be  made  uuder  ihc  bill  *~ 
stood. 

Clause  withdraws. 

Colonel  S&thoTp  moved  tti«  fol 
clause : — 

"  That  all  duties  in  future  pajrable  upon  ike 
importation  of  com,  incial,  or  flour,  fraos  to; 
foreign  country  into  the  lUited  Kingt^o^ 
shall,  after  the  passing  of  die  Act  of  Padi^ 
meni  relatise  to  the  importation  of  s»ds  aHs> 
cles,  be  levied  or  paid  m  the  period  of  inpan 
tation,  instead  of  at  (be  {leciod  when  takea  o« 
of  bond,  as  heretofore." 

The  effect  of  the  riroposcd  meftsuie  with 
respect  to  com,  bad  been  already  lo  t^ 
duce  the  price  of  cotti  in  Liacaloshiic  to 
the  esteat  of  25  per  cent.  Tbi4  rcdoeUM 
in  the  price  of  com  had  bad  the  etfect  of 
reducing  the  sntgea  of  the  tabonrer  ( 
2i.  6d.  to  2j.  3^  and  2s.  With  r« 
the  tariff*,  be  cooaideicd  that  th«  i 
of  Ihe  prohibition  lo  import  cattle  f. 
foreign  countries  would  be  injutioosien 
agricultural  interest  in  (his  country,  mi 
one  of  the  effects  of  (lie  clmnge  woatd  hu 
to  introduce  into  cunsumption  fooil  ol* 
poisononi  quality. 

Clause  brought  op. 

Un  the  question  ihat  tho  claoM  bafi 
a  second  lime. 

Sir  A.  Peel  aaid,  lhat  he  i 
to  enter  into  the  general  subject  ofij 
lariir  on   the   present    occasion.      *~*' 
that  questbn  should  be  bcfuic  the  Hot 
he  would  base  an  oppoiiuniiy  of  eatef 
fully  into  the  subject.      11'-   bilievL-d. 
great  advantage  woiilil  t>c  (knvcd.  botk 
the  agricnitural  andiiianufu-iuring  ir 
from  removing  the  absolute  prohibitionli 
at  present  existed  with  cespcct  to  Ihel 
porlation  of  foreign  meat  atid  cailU:. 
would  take  a  future  opporlnnity  of  a 
ing  that  the  apprehrnsioni  thai  « 
lertained   with    reaped    to   the   lojarfl 
effects  of  the  importation  of  foreii^  cafll 
were    unfounded;    nnd    by    (lotntrng   oat 
those  countries  which  were  impordof.  in 
stead  of  exporting  countries,  ho  would  be 
able  to  show  that  those  parties  who  («a 
hii  hon.  and  gallaot  Y  ieud  had  tutnl) 
had  purchased  those  ur  cles  at  a  ivdac- 
tion  of  '25  per  cent,  hi     raade  a  vmj  I 
tuntto  birgtin.     i      lion.  FrieM  J| 
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urged,  thit  by  the  importttioo  of  foreign 
cattle,  the  produce  of  thit  country  would 
be  brought  into  competition  with  an  infe- 
rior article,  and  one  of  his  lion,  and  gal- 
lant Friend'i  objections  to  the  tariff  was, 
that  it  would  introduce  poisonous  meat 
into  competition  with  sound  meat.  But 
that  very  reason  ought  to  diminish  his 
bon.  and  gallant  Friend's  alarm.  Suirly, 
that  was  an  evil  that  would  aoon  cure  it- 
self, for  when  the  poisunous  quality  of  the 
meat  was  discoveied,  and  alter  three  or 
four  persons  had  been  poisoned  by  eating 
itt  be  (Sir  R.  Peel)  did  not  anticipate  that 
it  would  be  likely  to  come  into  very  ex- 
tensive consumption.  Another  argument 
urged  by  bis  boo.  and  gallant  Friend  was, 
that  parties,  after  having  kept  corn  three 
years  in  bond,  then  brought  it  into  com- 
petition in  the  market  with  corn  of  a  sound 
and  wholesome  quality.  Now,  consider- 
ing the  eipense  of  warehousing  and  loss 
by  waste  for  three  years,  he  (Sir  R.  Peel) 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  parties 
who  did  this,  did  not  find  it  turn  out  a 
very  prodtable  speculation.  With  respect 
to  the  motion  of  bis  bon.  and  gallant 
Friend,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  itt  adop- 
tion would  be  at  variance  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  their  commercial  policy.  Ir  this 
proposition  was  adopted,  what  would  there 
be  to  prevent  parties  bonding  their  com  at 
Rotterdam,  or  any  other  neigbboorin|  port, 
and  placing  themselves  in  a  conditmo  to 
watch  and  take  advantage  of  the  course 
of  our  markets  by  bringing  in  their  com  ? 
He  hope«l,  after  what  he  bad  stated,  that 
his  bon.  and  gallant  Friend  would  with- 
draw hb  motion.  When  the  proper  time 
arrived,  be  trusted,  with  respect  to  the 
Uriff,  that  he  would  be  able  to  satisfy  all 
parties  that  the  proposition  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  sn  unreasonable  one. 

Lord  WortUy  could  confirm  the  gallant 
Member  as  to  the  fall  in  wages,  but  it  was 
more  in  consequence  of  the  fall  in  corn 
than  from  any  fear  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  WaJdty  said,  statements  relative 
to  wages  should  at  all  times  be  avoided 
in  that  House,  unless  the  parties  mak- 
ing them  were  prepared  to  enter  into  the 
whole  question.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  had  stated  that  the  Lineolnshirt 
farmers  had  reduced  the  wages  of  the 
Ubourers;  that  was  an  eril  eiample,  very 
likely  to  be  followed  ;  iMit  the  statement 
ought  to  go  forth,  that  in  Lincolnshire  the 
price  of  provisions  had  fallen  *i5  per  cent. 
The  bon.  and  gallant   Member  certainly 


said  that  the  price  of  meat  had  falteo  25 
per  cent.,  and  that  ought  to  be  known 
wherever  the  statement  u  to  the  redactioQ 
of  wages  went. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  Barclay  moved  the  omission  of  all 
the  new  town^  from  the  schedule.  After 
the  division  %iliich  had  l>een  had  on  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Malton, 
which  was  the  same  in  principle  only  not 
so  extensive,  he  would  not  give  the  House 
the  trouble  to  ^o  to  another  division.  He 
would,  however,  take  that  opportunity  of 
entering  his  piotest  against  the  language 
which  had  been  used  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Lincolnshire  in  relation  to  those 
engaged  in  the  com  trade.  He  said  it  had 
been  iofamout  and  notorious.  Such  Ian* 
guage  was  undeserved  by  those  engaged 
in  that  trade,  with  whom  be  had  oo  con- 
nection whatever^  but  he  could  not  hear  a 
respectable  body  of  men  io  stigmatixed 
without  entering  his  protest  against  it. 
He  wished  to  record  bis  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  hb  motion  ;  he  would  therefore 
press  his  amendment  for  the  purpoee  of 
having  it  negatived. 

Mr.  CkriitophtT  rose  to  explain.  It  waa 
notorious  that  more  oefarioos  practicaa 
more  gambling-HDOce  specauuioa — es* 
isted  opoo  the  Cora  Exchange  than  apoo 
the  stand  at  Epsom,  or  the  course  at  IXni* 
caster.  He  would  refer  to  retoms  pub- 
lished OQ  the  motioa  of  the  boo.  Member 
for  Halifax,  in  proof  of  bis  statement*  It 
was,  of  course,  for  the  interests  of  bir 
purchasers  of  com  to  boy  the  article  at 
the  lowest  prices  i  but,  by  the  returns 
alluded  to,  it  appeared  that  on  the  Cora 
Exchange  of  Wakefield,  in  Yorkshire,  the 
average  weekly  quantity  of  corn  sold  when 
prices  were  low,  was  6,000  quarters ;  but 
when  prices  became  high,  the  amount 
rose  to  16,000  quarters.  It  was  the  same 
thing  with  respect  to  the  Corn  Exchangee 
both  in  London  and  Leeds.  He  would 
not  at  present  enter  into  ant  inquiry  as  to 
bow  these  circumstances  existed — whether 
from  defects  in  the  law  or  other  causes — 
it  was  sufficient  for  his  purpose  that  thej 
did  exint;  still  he  did  not  charge  any 
individual  member  of  the  Cora  Exchange 
with  nefarious  practices,  but  he  did  assert 
that  such  practices  existed. 

Dr.  Bomrmg  thought,  that  the  state- 
ments of  the  hon.  Member  would  not 
prove  of  much  service  to  the  sliding- 
scale.  He  thanked  him  for  them.  He 
had  confessed  that  the  sliding-scale  opened 
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th«  door  for  frtod  and  gambling  of  til 
kiodt,  and  yet  the  bon.  Gentleman  wished 
to  continue  the  syttero  which  gave  room 
to  thote  practices,  in  order  to  maintain 
the  price  of  the  people's  bread  at  a  higher 
rate  than  it  would  be  purchased  at  did  no 
Corn- law  exist. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  on 
the  schedule  with  reference  to  the  cities 
and  towns  to  which  the  bill  referred,  the 
town  of  Evesham  was  inserted ;  Marl- 
borough was  struck  out ;  Market  Dravton 
and  Chippenham  were  inserted,  and  New- 
bury was  struck  out. 

The  schedule,  as  amended,  wss  agreed 
to.  The  House  resumed.  Report  to  be 
brought  up  on  the  next  day. 

House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
WedMiday,  April  6,  1842. 

MiNcrRi.1  Kiw  Whit.  MontnMv  DWrict  of  BMiflM. 
wke  PMrick  Chalnm,  Cbiltmi  lluodraSi. 

BfUA    PuUU^^l*    Timber  Sbipc;  Fialmin  clrriMd). 
t*    ImlMnnlCy. 
Kfpt^twt^^Cofik  liHpofftottoiii 
3*    aod  pamd :— Forged  ExchtqiMr  BilU. 
Priimtt.—T    Llcterf •  NaturmliMUon. 
S*    ftQd  ptMtd  •— WHt  fiUrilncihlrv  Rotdt. 

PBrrrioira  Pmmmtb*.  By  Mr.  MMMilay.*  hem  K<lbi» 
bmfh.  te  Ibveur  td  Nmtimul  Kduation,  Mil  praylm  tot 
dM  KmblUuiMiit  of  l>ar(vhial  Schoob.— By  Mr.  Kcr- 
taad.  Ikimi  a  PwWi  In  OtamnrKMthliv.  cdnpWnlng  nf 
Om  iBtMrt  m  wkkh  th*  Tnidi  ttyttcm  «■•  fltrrtod^— By 
Or.  Bamtiag,  ftom  TUJIooullry.  LanmIoq,  Tli|Mluun.  Rt* 
tmf»  PHrk.  St.  kuu^t  Umehouw,  Craylbnl.  and  Strsc- 
tod,  for  tlw  R^Mri  or  tht  Coni-lMPt.-^y  Mr  II.  Dou. 
flat,  final  Um  CotdwaliMn  at  Livvpool.  Dmaipart, 
TyiMnoutht  and  nchcr  plana,  asaliut  Uur  pro|iot«d 
AltrraUim  ci  tht  !tn|M»rt  lYuty  of  BmiCi  and  Stmei. 
—By  Loid  CUot,  Atm  i«nom  omneelail  widi  Um  PiU 
obard  FitlMri«.  that  tatmurr*  minht  be  takan  for  pro- 
ciiriDg  the  rrmiMMNi  of  the  imrnmi  I>uti«  |iayablr  on 
nichardi  Imported  Intu  Naple«.->By  Sir  Rnbrrt  l*rrl. 
Bom  RmaommtNi.  in  ftvuur  of  the  Altetackm  In  the 
TvtflT  m  reitardc  tht  Iiniwrtatiun  of  Cattla.— By  I>r. 
Bownng,  fhmi  Dublin,  that  Ihv  llouie  would  mlcriKM^ 
iN  authiirlty  tHlh  the  F.a«t  India  Omipany  for  thr  pnv 
duatitm  nf  certain  Ikwumtpla  m  Ihr  Agmii  iif  tht 
R^  uf  Kattarai— By  an  tmn.  Meinhrr.  from  Su  Ann'i, 
Shantkai,  Cork,  Vuughall,  KilmMii.  ind  uthrr  plam, 
BftliMC  tht  prc«nl  hy»tmi  iif  Naiinnal  Gdiicatiim  in  Irt* 
land.-  By  an  hiti.  Mcnihrr.  fnan  BrailtfiNd.  af*<n^  uiy 
fiifthfT  Crant  to  MaynoolhCollrite.-  Fnim  J.  Aknundcr, 
and  fichm.  ftir  tincouraeinf  the  Impunatiim  of  drain  In 
|iiif>rMte  m  Fkwr.— From  the  KaM,  Wmn  Afriruliural 
Sontty,  afBUHl  tht  Con  ImpurtaiMHi  BtU. 


('llRI.TF.NII  AM      AN  II     GkiiAT      Wl»TRRN 

pNins  Railway.]  I^>rd  Woralcy  hntiight 
tin  the  Report  of  the  Cheltenham  and  Great 
Western  Union  Railway  Bill  Amendment 
made  by  the  Committee,  read  a  first  time. 
I  )n  the  question  that  they  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

Mr.  Lau'stm  moved,  that  the  hill  be  re- 
cDBuitted-     The  present  bill  had  bean  in- 


troduced bjr  the  Cb      Am  aa4 

Western  Union  Railway  i^onqMajb 

breach  of  an  agreenenl     itwad  into  bf  Ilit 
Company  with  the  BirminghuB  aad  Ohtt* 
cester  Railwav  Cmnpaoy.    Id  1838.  thflM 
companies  haa  each  obUineil  aBMtefnB» 
liament — the  Bimingbam  and  Olumaitttt 
Company  for  the  oonstettclioQ  eft  wB^iiy 
from  Birmingham  to  OloueeBlw,  Bflri  Afe 
Cheltenham  and  Great  WeBlMS  IT  " 
Company,  for  the  fimnttioa  of  a  Um 
Cheltenham,  to  Join  the  C^Mt  Wi 
line  near  Swindon.    The  HoBBaf  thMtM 
railways  ran  parallel  to  each  qdiai  Imb 
Cheltenham  to  Gloiieestar;  anl  h  WM 
agreed  between  the  two  iW|MliB  tf||||u. 
only  one  line  of  railway  ahmiM  ha 
structed  between  CbaltenhaB  and  C 
cester,  such  line  to  be  niiistinulai  Iba 
joint  use,  and  at  the  joint  aipanfta  af 
two  companies,  the  Binaiagliaa 
cester  Cunpanv  being  the  awam  af 
one  half  of  the  line  I  jnag  naat 
and  Cheltenham,  and  the  Giaal  Wi 
Union  Company  being  owdbm  a(  tlM  hilf 
nearest  to  Cheltenham.    Tim  til 
by  the  act  to  the  Cheltenhaoi 
Western  Union  Company  for  tka  ^ 
of  lands^  was  two  years*  and  fisr  the 
pletion  of  the  railway,  aafan  yaa 
applied  for  an  eatenaion  aftiian 
the  year  183a    Thia  appllcaliaB 
pofied  by  the  Birminghaai  and 
Company  for  tlie  purpeae  of , 
insertion  of  clauses,  Becuriag  tha  . 
tion  of  the  line  firom  Cheltaalwas  la 
cestert  a  matter  of  tlie  uUaoat  iai{ 
to  the  Birmingham  Compaay,  iaaBMNlia 
they  had  no  power  to  form  thaftpoctiaBar 
tho'lino  under  their  own  bilL    Tha  cai^ 
niittee  on  that  bill  iutimatad  an 
that  the  clauses  required  Iqf  tha  Biiiaia|^ 
ham  and  Gloucester  Company  ooght  lata 
inserted,  and   accordingly  _ 

was  entered  into  between  tlie  two 
panics,  the  second  clause  of  which 
the  ftkllowing  effect : — 

<•  If  the  Cheltenham  and  Gfiai  Wi 
Union  Railway  Company  do  aat  tm 
thtir  Hue  bttwten  Cheltenham  aad  GIol 
by   Midsumroer-da^,   I84O9  the  fiirmiL 
and  Gloucester  Railway  Compaay  amy       _ 
on  the  same,  and  do  all  soch  woru  as  ssqf  ha 
necessary  to  complete  it,  or  to  coacar  la 
pleting  It  for  their  own  benefit,  so 
lU  opening  at  the  eartitti  possible  ptriad . 
the  Cheltenham  and  Great  Wasttra  Ui 
Railway  Company  to  lie  eotitlad  to  ._ 
chase  all  their  nghis  under  Ike  aiistiag  aMu 
by  paymi-nt  of  oue-half  of  what  mm  hiaa 
been  eipended  by  the  Bir«in|ham  MM  OMik 


1341 


Union 


(April  6) 


RaUwoft 


IS4« 


cttttr  Rtilway  Comptny,  in  tbt  complttion  of 
thai  portion  of  ihe  line  bttwten  Cbtltenbam 
tnd  Gloucftttr,  *  provided  a  eontinuoui  lint  of 
railway  from  the  Great  Wettem  Railway  lo 
Gloucester  shall  have  been  completed  within 
a  period  to  be  limited  for  that  purpoit  by  the 
bill  now  before  Parliament.' " 

The  period  fixed  upon  for  the  completion 
of  the  line  was  the  2Ut  of  June,  IMJS,  and 
upon  thi*  faith  of  that  agreement  the  Hir* 
miogham  and  Gloucester  Comptnj  with- 
drew their  oppoaitioo.  In  June,  1840,  the 
Cheltenham  and  Great  Western  Union 
Company,  not  having  completed  the  line, 
g»ve  it  over,  under  the  |irovisions  of  this 
act,  to  the  Birmingham  and  Gloucester 
Company,  receiving  from  that  company  a 
Urge  sum  of  money  for  the  works  they  had 
already  coostructed  oo  that  line,  and  tlie 
line  was  completed  by  the  Birminj^ham 
and  Gloucester  Company  at  t  consider- 
able additional  expense.  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  copy  of  the  agreement  entered  into 
between  tne  two  companies,  in  which  it 
was  distinctiv  stated,  that  the  time  for  the 
completion  or  the  railway  should  expire  on 
the  21st  June,  1845,  so  that  they  had  three 
years  yet  uoexpired,  in  vrhich  they  could 
complete  this  railway.  Now,  by  the  pre- 
sent bill,  which  was,  in  fact,  an  amend- 
ment of  an  already  amended  act,  they 
sought  Dot  only  for  a  still  further  exten* 
ahm  of  the  time  for  the  completion  of  their 
line«  and  consequently  for  tne  redemption 
of  that  portion  of  it  net  ween  Cheltenham 
and  Gloucester  from  the  Birmingham  Com- 
pany, in  violation  of  their  agreement,  but 
they  also  sought  to  have  the  power  of  dis- 
posing of  their  line,  or  of  any  portions  of 
It,  to  any  other  parties  or  compiinies  they 
might  see  fit  Now,  as  it  appeared  that 
the  line  might  be  finished  in  two  years, 
which  was  within  the  time  limited  by 
their  present  act,  and  at  a  coat  under 
200.000/.,  and  as  they  had  not  raised  all 
the  money  they  had  the  power  to  raise 
under  their  present  act,  he  was  of  opinion* 
that  the  powers  they  now  kought  were  to- 
tally unnecessary,  and  therefore  he  thought 
the  bill  ought  to  be  re-cnmraittcd.  As  the 
three  selected  Members>erTiDg  on  that  com- 
mittee were  unanimous  against  the  report, 
he  thought,  that  the  time  taken  up  by  the 
lion.  Members  employed  on  that  oom- 
raittee  had  been  entirely  wasted ;  if  this 
report  were  received,  be  should  consider 
that  they  had  been  most  unprofitably 
employed,  and  he,  must  say,  that  if 
the  time  of  bon.  Members  on  committee 
were  thus  to  be  wasted,  be  fiw  one  muet 


decline,  unless  by  order  of  tha  Speaker, 

r'n  sitting  on  one.  He  trusted,  that 
House  would  support  the  motioo 
which  he  bad  to  make,  for  if  tbey  did 
not,  be  should  not  entertain  that  bi«b 
opinion  of  the  jiutnets  and  faim«B  of  tne 
House  which  he  at  present  held. 

Lord  IVorsiof,  u  Chairman  of  the  Com* 
mittee  on  this  bill,  must  say,  that  he  went 
into  the  oummittce-nxnn  without  knowing 
anything  of  the  local  circumstanocs  of  the 
line  of  railway,  but  from  hearing  counsel 
on  both  sides  of  the  question,  he  must  say 
that  he  came  to  the  conclusion  which  would 
have  led  him,  had  he  been  in  a  position  to 
vote,  to  have  voted  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  hon.  Member.  When  the  bill  was 
before  the  House,  it  was  considered  desira« 
ble  that  a  certain  portion  of  the  line  should 
be  finished  at  the  same  time  that  the  Bir« 
minghsm  and  Gloucester  Railway  finished 
their  line,  so  that  the  communication  be* 
tween  Birmingham  and  Bristol  might  be 
complete ;  and  he  believed  it  was  igreed 
that  if  the  Cheltenham  and  Great  Western 
Union  Compsny  did  not  complete  that 
portion  by  the  specified  time,  the  Binning- 
nam  and  Gloucester  Company  were  to  be 
at  liberty  to  purchase  their  portion  of  the 
other  line,  and  finish  it.  It  appeared  to 
him,  under  all  these  ctrcumsiances,  that  It 
wu  not  preposterous  to  ask  for  an  exten- 
sion of  time.  He  might  stato,  that  in  the 
committee,  there  was  a  large  nugority  in 
favour  of  the  bill,  and  that  be  agreed  with 
them  in  their  opinion.  He  trusted,  there* 
fore,  that  the  House  would  not  consent  to 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  Crntm  Berkeley  was  a  member  of 
the  committee,  and  as  such  he  thought  it 
right  to  support  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  opposite.  His  reason  for  doing 
so  wss,  that  when  they  got  tbrouffh  the 
bill,  the  Parliamentary  agents  bruugnt  in  a 
great  number  of  clauses  which  were  read 
at  the  Table,  so  thst  it  was  impossible  for 
Members  to  ascertain  what  they  contained ; 
that  be  considered  was  not  a  proper  way 
lo  conduct  private  bills,  and  it  was  very 
unsstisfactory  both  to  the  Members  who 
composed  the  committee  and  to  the  publie. 
When  he  knew  the  oomporition  of  the 
committee  who  sat  en  the  bill,  he  knew 
that  the  interests  of  his  hon.  FiimmU  were 
so  prepondeimting  that  the  bill«  no  matter 
what  was  the  evidence  btought  forward, 
wouU  pass.  One  of  the  dauaas  to  which 
he  objected  was  that  important  one  relating 
to  money  at  6  per  cent.  Thai  was  an 
imposataoB  on  tlie  public*  tnd  one  thifc 
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ought  not  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  Houie. 
The  bill  was  a  contest  between  two  com- 
panies,  and  two  engineer!  were  examined 
—Mr.  Brunei  on  the  part  of  one  company, 
and  Mr.  Wiahaw  on  the  part  of  the  other 
-*and  when  one  gentleman  statcnl  that 
white  was  black,  the  other  said  that  black 
wu  white.  He  should,  therefore,  support 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  fur  Knares- 
borough. 

Mr.  Scoil  said,  that  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  company  were  not  in  a  position  to 
be  able  to  raise  the  funds  necessary  for 
completing  the  line.  It  was  complete  in 
part,  and  they  were  not  able  to  obtain  the 
money  neoetiary  for  finishing  the  remain* 
der.  The  line  was  of  i^reat  importance, 
as  it  was  to  convey  goods  between  Bir- 
mingham and  Bristol.  It  appeared  to  him 
most  important  to  the  public  that  the  line 
of  traffic  should  not  be  interfered  with. 
The  company  were  not  able  to  raise  more 
than  20,000/.  of  the  250,000/.  which  they 
sought  to  raise,  and  the  shares  had  fallen 
to  2/.  lOi.  They  had,  however,  declared 
a  dividend  of  1/.  to  the  shareholders.  And 
what  object  could  they  have  in  so  acting, 
except  to  raise  the  shares  in  the  market 
when  the  company  were  actually  insolvent, 
and  not  able  to  carry  on  their  works?  It 
was  his  belief  that  the  company  were  not 
able  to  complete  the  works.  They  had 
already  had  ample  time  to  bring  the  works 
to  a  conclusion,  if  they  had  been  enabled 
properly  to  conduct  the  undertaking.  The 
powers  of  the  company  would  terminate  in 
1845 ;  and  they  now  asked  that  those 
powers  should  be  extended  to  the  year 
1848.  But  the  undertaking  had  first  been 
contemplated  in  183G,  so  that  it  appeared 
that  a  period  of  twelve  years  was  not 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  Hnish  the  work. 
He  was  sure  that  the  House  would  now 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  not 
deserving  of  the  powers  which  they  asked 
for  ;  and  for  these  reasons  he  should  most 
willingly  support  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Masieri  said,  that  he  thought  it 
would  not  now  be  advLuble  to  thwart  the 
progress  of  the  undertaking,  and  he  should, 
therefore,  oppose  the  motion  for  a  recom- 
mittal of  the  lull. 

Mr.  P.  Scrope  said,  as  far  as  his  infor- 
mation entitled  him  to  judge,  he  believed 
that  motions  for  recommittal  were  never 
made,  unlets  there  were  some  informality 
which  required  that  the  bill  should  be  re- 
committed and  re-argued.  He  thought 
that  if  the  House  agreed  to  the  motion, 
ihey  would  be  casting  an  unmerited  stigma 


on  the  committee  which  had  almdy 
tigated  the  matter. 

Lord  Granville  Somenei  aid,  he 
pronounce  no  opinion  whatever  wilk  w^ 
spect  to  the  committee  which  had  eheaiy 
investigated  the  merits  of  the  IdL  am 
object  in  rising  was  to  pnnoae  that  Ae 
evidence  brought  before  tae  com 
should  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  ~ 
before  they  were  called  upon  to 


their  decision.  He  thought  neither  pei^ 
could  fairly  object  to  that  pruposiL  m 
would  take  this  opportunity  of  depraeelim 
the  practice  of  making  exteiuave 
script  alterations,  which  was  now 
lent.  He  thought  it  was  very 
that  that  practice  should  be 
In  addition  to  the  proponl  for  hnriag  the 
minutes  of  the  committee  laid  oa  At 
Table  of  the  House,  he  should  abo  fm* 
pose  that  the  bill  so  oogunitlad  he 
recommitted,  in  order  that 
might  have  an  opportunity  of 
at  those  clauses.  Rit  should 
those  clauses  were  of  an  important 
ter,  he  trusted  that  a  strong  case  wooU  he 
made  out  for  the  bill ;  on  the  eontierf,  if 
it  should  appear  that  they  were  not  or  the 
slightest  importance,  then  he  dioall  he 
prepared  to  express  his  opinion  with  icpid 
to  the  measure.  He  thought  it  hb  Atf^ 
under  all  the  circumstances,  to  oppoae  tte 
committal  of  the  bill,  and  shouUC  th 
fore,  move  thst  the  debate  be  adjoumsi. 

Lord  IVarzlry  hoped  the  nohle 
would  not  press  his  motion,  as  the 
joumment  would  put  the  parties  to 
great  expense.  He  hoped  the  House 
do  him  the  credit  of  believing  that  he 
done  his  utmost  to  give  the  biU  a  bkr 
candid  examination,  and  the 
having  come  to  a  conclusion  on  thehB, 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  that  At 
House  should  put  off  the  oommittaL 

.Mr.  SchoU field  said,  he  thought 
reasons  given  by  the  noble  liOrd  for 
ferring  the  consideration  of  this  bill« 
good  reasons.  In  the  committee  it 
been  proved  that  one  party  had  brought  op 
clauses  containing  most  important  matter, 
which  had  been  introduced,  the  other 
(wrty  not  being  aware  of  them.  He  ■fcji-M^ 
therefore,  vote  for  the  adjournment 
by  the  noble  Lord. 

Mr.    7*.    B,  Eitcirttrl  said,  no 
was  so  much  to  be  deprecated,  so  ftr 
the  public  interest  was  conccrued,  as  the 
practice  of  bringing  up  clauses  in  a  faOl  is 
the  manner  alluded  to.    The  noUe 
had  stated  that  in  this  case  the 
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were  not  of  very  great  importance.  [Lord 
IfWt/ry :  The  clauses  refenvd  to  another 
conipanj.]  The  practice  of  the  House  in 
•uch  cases  was  to  reject  the  report  on  the 
bringing  it  up,  and  to  oonpel  the  imrties 
to  begin  dr  novo.  He  thought  they  (Uight 
to  taae  tliat  course  now,  but  under  the 
peculiar  circurastann*s  of  the  case,  he  would 
yield  to  tlu*  inon'  indu1;;i*nt  coiirse  pro. 
posed  by  the  noble  ]»nl  (l.onl  G.  Somerset) 
and  adjourn  the  conHideration  of  it. 

Sir  H.  H.  Ihgiis  difleretl  from  his  hon. 
Friend  and  CoUeagiie,  who  certainly  had 
an  adviintage  that  he  had  not,  namely, 
local  knowledge,  which  midit  possibly 
alter  his  view  of  the  case.  He  desired  to 
•peak,  not  in  reference  to  this  peculiar 
railway,  but  in  reference  to  the  pnictice  of 
this  House.  He  oould  not  undemtand  for 
what  purpose  tbey  delegated  their  functions 
of  inquiry  to  a  committee,  and  afterwards, 
when  it  had  made  ita  report  by  the  hands 
of  the  Chairman,  himself  a  selected  Mem- 
ber, that  they  should  have  to  re-discuss  the 
matter.  If  it  were  contended  that  there 
had  been  any  great  irregularity  in  the 
prooeedingi  of  the  committee,  he  could 
underatand  why  the  motion  for  recommittal 
should  be  made.  It  had  been  said  by  an 
bon.  Gentleman  that  the  proceedings  were 
singular,  because  datisaa  in  manuscript  had 
been  introduced  into  the  bill.  He  would 
appeal  to  the  youngest  Member  of  the 
House,  if  twenty  or  thirty  clauses  were 
not  frequently  introduced  in  manuscript 
into  bills.  His  noble  Friend  wtnted  to 
hare  the  evidence  taken  before  the  com- 
mittee printed.  Why,  it  was  printed 
already ;  besides,  it  was  never  sought  to 
have  such  evidenoe  printed,  except  tor  the 
purpose  of  impugning  the  decision  come  to 
by  a  committee.  His  noble  Friend,  in 
fact,  sotight  to  impugn  the  decision  of  this 
committee.  The  House  was  bound  to 
respect  the  decision  of  its  committees,  and 
should  not«  without  sufficient  cause,  reverse 
their  decisions.  He  should,  therefore,  sup- 
port  the  original  proposition,  that  the 
report  be  now  bitMight  up. 

Mr.  Ijobomchert  thought,  there  was  a 
mat  tendency  evinced  on  the  part  of  the 
House  during  the  preaent  Seasion  to  relax 
the  rules  laid  down  in  such  cases  as  the 
preaent.  It  was  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
oonaequenoe  to  adhere  to  these  rules;  ko 
much  so,  that  it  was  not  a  mere  prima  facie 
case  that  ought  to  make  the  House  depart 
from  them.  The  case  for  reveming  the 
decision  of  a  committee  must  be  very 
strong  indeed  that  ahouM  induce  the  House 
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to  depart  from  these  rules.  He  thought 
that  no  case  laa.^  made  out,  and  therefore 
he  would  oppose  the  amendment. 

f  x>rd  (r,  SmuTMi  thought,  as  it  was  said 
tliat  the  locnl  Mcnibors  had  a  bias  in  favour 
of  this  mtaMire,  the  Ix'st  course  was  to 
movi'  till*  adjournment  of  the  debate  until 
the  Hiinutcft  of  the  oommtttee  were  laid  be- 
fore ilic  HouKc,  so  that  they  might  be  able 
to  judge  whether  the  accusations  were 
irne  or  not.  Another  reason  he  had  for 
niovtnt;  the  adjouniment  was,  that  at  the 
very  Itut  moment  of  the  sitting  of  the 
commit  tec  Mme  important  clauies  were 
bnmght  up.  in  maniivript.  It  was  neces- 
sary al.<o  that  the  House  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  considering  those  clauset. 
Until  they  had  had  those  documents  before 
them,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  House 
to  diwem  the  real  facts  and  merits  of  the 
case  between  the  accuMtions  and  recrimt* 
nations  of  the  opposing  parties. 

Sir  /?.  Peel  fully  concurred  in  the  prinel* 
pie  laid  down  bv  the  right  hon.  C»entleman 
oppoaite,  asa  departure  from  fixed  rules  mtist 
tend  to  shake  the  authority  of  the  House. 
But,  not  as  yet  knowing  so  much  on  the 
subject  u  he  desired  to  know^  be  would 
abstain  from  voting  at  present 

Mr.  Lammm  also  agmd  with  the  gene- 
ral principles  laid  down  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Labouehere);  still  he  felt 
obliged  to  divide  the  Hotise  on  hb  motion. 

Ilie  House  divided  that  the  debate  be 
adjourned. — Ayea  74;  Noes  110:  Msjor« 
ity  36. 

Liitof  ike  Ates. 


AcUod,  T.  D. 
A'Court,  Cspt. 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
MUx,  J.  P. 
Anson,  hon.  Col. 
Berkeley,  hon.  C. 
Beroanl,  Vitct. 
Boldcro,  ll.G. 
Botfiifld,  B. 
Bradthaw,  J. 
Bridgeroan,  II. 
Brolherton,  J. 
BuUer,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Camphell,  A. 
Chapman,  B. 
Chute,  W.  L.  W. 
Chve,  hoo.  R.  II. 
Cochrsoe,  A. 
D'ltrMli,  B. 
Douf  Iss,  Sir  C.  R. 
DoDcan,  G. 
Kliot,  Lord 
Ewart,  W. 
Fielden,  J. 
Perraod.  W.  B. 
8X 


Fitiroy,  Capt. 
Foftter,  M. 
Goring,  C. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
HsMiltoD,  Lord  C. 
Holmes,  ho.  W.A'Ct. 
lofettrs,  Visct. 
JolUffe,  SirW.G.H. 
Kembit,  H. 
Koight,  H.  O. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Lawton,  A. 
Lowther,  J.  H. 
Lygon,  boo.  General 
^lackenxie,  W.  F. 
Mc  Geachy,  F.  A. 
Mabon,  ViscL 
Marsham,  Visct. 
Marton,  O. 
Mitcalfc,  H. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
MordaiinttSir  J. 
Morisoo,  General 
Packe.  C.  W. 
Pcel»J. 
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Pinney,  W. 
Pringle,  A. 
HeHde,VV.  M. 
Richards,  R. 
Round,  C.  0. 
Russetl.J.  D.  W. 
Scliolefield,  J. 
Scott,  R. 
Shepptrd,  T. 
Shirley,  E.  J. 
Smythe,  hon.  G. 
Sotiieroii,  T.  li.  $. 
Sutton,  hon,  H.  M. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 


Thornely,  T. 
Tollemache,  J. 
Trollope,  Sir  J. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Vernon,  O.  H. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Wodehoute,  £. 
Wyndhain,  Col.  C. 

TELLERS. 

Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Estcourt,  T.  G.  B. 


I  Vivian,  boo.  Ctpt. 
WaddiDgton,  H.  S. 
Wakley,  T. 
Wallace,  R. 
Wilde,  Sir  T. 
Wood,  B. 

The  queation  thmt  tbe 
by  tbe  committee  be  read  « 
was  agreed  to.     Bill  to  be 


Litt  of  t!i€  Noes. 


Ainsworth,  P. 
Antrobu^,  £. 
Arkwright,  G. 
Baldwin.  C.  B. 
Balfour,  J.  M. 
Baring,  H.  B. 
Barnard,  E.  G. 
Barrington,  Viact. 
Raskerville,  T.  B.  M. 
Beniinck,  Lord  G. 
Berkeley,  hon.  Capt. 
Berkeley,  hon.  G.  F. 
Borthwick,  P. 
Bowrinfl^,  Dr. 
Brownrigtr,  J.  S. 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Buckley,  £. 
Buller,  £. 
Burrell,  Sir  C.  M. 
Butler,  hon.  Col. 
Cavendith,  hon.  G.  H. 
Charteris,  boo.  F. 
CholfDondeley,hoo.n. 
Christmas,  W. 
Co<lrington,  C.  W. 
Colhorne.hn.  W.N.  R. 
Colvile,  C.  R. 
Contpion,  H.  C. 
Copeland.  Mr.  Aid. 
Ojmer,  hon.  Col. 
Dick.  Q 
Divett,  E. 
Dugdale,  W.  S. 
Puncan.  Viict. 
Duncomhe,  T. 
Duncombe,  hon.  A 
Ka»tliope,  Sir  J. 
E^cott,  B. 
Kvans.  W. 
Fnrnham,  F.  B. 
Kcr»;uion,  Col. 
Filmer,  Sir  E. 
For  be*.  W. 
Forester, hn.  G.C.  W. 
Fornian,  T.  S. 
Fox.  1  .  U. 
French,  F. 
Ga»kell,  J.  Milnet 
Gore,  hon.  R. 
Greenall,  P. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G» 


Grimston,  Visct. 
Guest,  Sir  J. 
Hale,  R.  B. 
liawes,  B. 
Hayes,  Sir  B. 
Hayter,  W.  G. 
Heneage.  O.  H.  W. 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Houldsworth,  T. 
Howard,  hon.  J.  K. 
Howard,  hon.  H. 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 
James,  W. 
Jocelyn,  ViKt. 
Johnston,  A. 
Kelburne,  Visct. 
Labouchere,  it.  bn.  II. 
Lambton,  il. 
Lockhart,  W. 
Mackinnon,  W.  A. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Majoribanks,  S. 
Martin,  J. 
Waster.  T.W.C. 
Maunsell.  T.  V. 
Meynell,  Capt. 
Miles,  P.  W.  S. 
Morris,  T>. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
Neeld,  J. 
Neville,  R. 
Norrcys,  Lord 
Ord,  NV. 
Palmer,  R. 
Ra^hlcigh.W. 
R  twdon,C^o1 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Rjui,  hon.  Capt. 
Russell.  C. 
S«>merville,  Sir  W.  M. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Stewart,  P.M. 
Strickland,  Sir  G. 
Sttutt,  K. 
Sturt.  H.  C. 
Towneley,  J. 
Troubrid2e,Sir  E.  T. 
Turner,  E. 
Villiers,  hon  C. 
VifitDi  bon.  Major 


WyM»8irW.W. 
Youf^J. 


Scfoptf  P. 
TTOfaMy^  UMW 


Rarhacka.]  Major  Vhnan  wnA,  it 
he  in  tbe  recollection  of  tbe  H 
tbe  noble  Viscount,  the  Member  ftr 
derland,  during  the  diacimfen  on  tht 
efltiniates,  was  pleated  to  rcfeet  mi 
state  of  the  barracks  in  the  Weal  ladlai ; 
and  although  be  attached  ao 
noble  relatiTe,  tbe  late  Maitei  neumri 
the  Ordnance,  yet,  as  blame  mi^  M 
bis  noble  relative  if  tbe  noble  Loifli 
nents  were  correct »  he  begged 
certain  returns*  for  the  porpoae  of 
the  expenditure  connected  with  the 
establishment  in  the  cokmieaand  tiM  U 
Kingdom* 

Captain  Boldero  said,  it  woaU 
long  time  to  prepare  the  raturna 
by  the  hon.  Member,  and  he  mual 
therefore  that  the  retuma  be 
the  West  Indiee. 

Major  Vivian  ooncurred. 

Motion  agreed  to. 


Random  of  Cantoit.  Revbnui.] 
J.  HHMseil  ivished  to  ask  the  right 
Baronet  at  tbe  head  of  her  MajaBlj*a  Gsp 
^  vemment,  whether,  in  the  revenue  ftr  iht 
J  quarter  ending  the  5th  of  April,  IMI^ 
there  was  included  any  sum  that  had  hHB 
received  for  the  ransom  of  Canton. 

Sir  R.  Ptfl  said,  if  he  was  ri^t  in  Ap 
figures,  he  believed  the  retuma  did  inelMB 
I  a  sum  of  about  340,000/1,  which 
tend  to  swell  the  amount  of  the 


CoPYRir.iiT.3   Viscount  Makom,  in 

ing  tbe  recommittal  of  this  bill,  ami  W 

wished  to  recall  to  tbe  recollection  of  dm 

House  tbe  understanding  which  had 

come  to  respecting  the  bill  on  a  A 

occasion,  namely,  that  the  diacumion 

be  taken  in  committee.    He  pnipaaed»  them- 

-  fore,  that   the   House   resolve  itadf  IbId 

I  committee,  and  he  would  then  stale  tte 

i  grounds  upon  which  he  had  praaentcd  At 

:  bill. 

House  in  committee.  On  the  fint  daoii 
being  put, 

Lord  Mahon  :*  In  venturing  to  briw 
before  the  House  the  claims  of  OMS  of 

*  From  a  cafiactad  lepait* 
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letlert,  otj,  even,   I  may  lay,  of  litem-  eleffant  feriet,  beciniG  secretaries  of  em- 

ture  it»elf,  1  cannot  hut  deeply  deplore  ba«sies.    Rich  sinecures  were  bettowed  on 

the  loss  of  their  distinfuished  advocate,  Wychcrley  and   Coogreve.      Pope,  as  a 

Mr.  Sergeant  Talfourd.    No  party  feeling  Koman    (*atholtc,  was  disabled    by   the 

can  prevent  me  from   le^reiting  that  the  laws  of  the  day  from  holding  any  place  or 

llou*^  is  no  longer  adorned  by  \\i*  cha-  any  pension  ;  yet  even  Pope  received  aa 

racter  and  his  abilities ;  and  1  will  venture  otler  from  Secretary  Craggs  of  a  yearly 

to  say,  that,  though  in  leaving  this  Mouse  p.iymonr,    to    be    concealed    from     the 

he  hat  left  a  majority  of  puiilical  oppo-  publ.c,    and    to    be   defrayed    from    the 

nents,  he  has  not,  so  far  as  I   know,  left  secret -H^r vice  money.     Science   was   not 

one  personal  enemy.     It  is  at  the  sanction  neglected  any  more  than  literature.  Acts 

and  request  of  himself  and  other  Friends  were    brought    in,  providing    large    re- 

of  the  measure  that  I  have  undertaken  my  wards  for   the  discovery  of  the  longtitiide 

present  task  ;    and,  in  pursuance  of  it,  I  and   other  philosophical  objects.     Philo« 

will  now  lay  before  the  Mouse,  as  clearly  gophers  then   li lied  some  places  now  only 

and  as  plainly  as  I  can,  firnt,  the  progress  allotted  to  statesmen  ;  and  thus,  for  in* 

and  the  state  of  the  existing  law  ;  and  stance.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  was  one  of  the 

secondly,  the  reasons  that  seem  to  me  to  predecessors  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  near 

make  a  change  in  it  desirable.     In   most  me,   the   Master  of  the  Mint  (Mr.  W. 

cases  of  doubful  legislation  we  may  derive  (iladvrone).  I  am  reminded,  moreover,  by 

advantage  from  the  practice  or  the  pre-  another   right  hon.   Friend   next  to   roe 

cepts  of  ancient  times.    None  of  these  will  (Mr.  i\  Wynn)  of  the  extent  to  which 

apply  to  the  present  instance.     For  more  private  subscriptions,  as  in  the  case  of 

than  two  centuries  after  the  discovery  uf  Pope's   Homer,  were  then  carried.     Sir, 

printing,  the  readers  of  modern  literature  this  system  of  muniOcent  patronage  came 

were  so  few  and  far  between,  as  to  render  to  an  end  in  the  twenty  years  of  Sir  Ro« 

the  question  of  copyright  of  little  or  no  bert  Walpole'tadroinistraiioD.  Sir  Robert, 

importance.     It  has  often  been  urged  as  a  though  a  great  statesman,  neither  pciaes- 

proof  how  little  prized  was  Paradise  Loii  sed  literature  himself,  nor  priied   it  in 

at  its  first  appearance,  that  it  was  sold  for  others.     He  was  of  opinion,   like  some 

an  immediate  payment  of  fiL    But  this  gentlemen   I  could  name  of  the  preaeni 

fact  rather  tends  to  show  how  narrow  was  day,  that  books  are  mere  idle  pastimes, 

then  the  circle  of  readers.     Readers,  in  and  that  no  papers  are  deserving  of  respect, 

truth,  were  then  onlv  of  two  classes  of  unless,  indeed,  when  they  are  tied  witb 
the  court  or  of  the  college — either  the  gay  ,  red  tape  and  enclosed  in  red  boxes.  He 
companions  of  Charles  the  2nd,  who '  withheld  all  encouragement  from  men  of 
glanced  at  the  last  song  of  Rochester  or ,  letters :  many  of  them,  no  doubt  from  per* 

the  newest  tale  of  St.   Evremond  —  or  sonal  resentment,  took  part  against  his 

the  laborious  student,  who  toiled  through  government ;    and   many   of  them    were 

the  tomes  of  Scaliger  and  Votsins.  Read*  thus  exposed  to  the  most  painful  priva- 

ing  hsd  then  in  no  degree,  as  now,  pe-  tiuns.     It  is  truly  grievous  to  remember 

netrated    and   leavened   the    great  mass  that  so  great  a  man  as  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his 

and   body   of  the  people.    ITie   inferior  early  days,  often  wanted  a  meal  to  satisfy 

authors,  therefore,  were  left  to  starve  or  his  hunger,  wandering  homeless  in  the 

to  beg  as  they  could  ;  their  wretched  gar-  streets,   or  seeking  warmth   amidst   the 

rets  in  Grub-street,  their  ragged  clothing,  a«hes  of  a  glass-house.    During  this  time, 

and  their  scanty  food,  have  been  a  fruitful  however,  a  reading  public  began  to  arise, 

and  inexhaustiole  theme   for  scoffing  on  and  then  it  was  that  copyright  became  for 

the  part  of  richer  and  duller  men.     But  the  first  time  a  question  of  interest.     Se- 

with  the  better,  or,  if  you  please,  the  more  veral  cases  at  law  occurred  on  the  subject 

fortunate  authors,  the  want  of  purchasers  about  the  commencement  of  the  reigo  of 

to  their  books — the  want  of  a  public,  in  George  3rd.      There    was  the    case    of 

fart— was  supplied  by  a  system  of  mu*  Donaldson  v.  Becket,  and  some  others, 

nificent  private  patronage.     Statesmen  of  It  was  then  decided,  oo  the  judgment  of 

all  parties,  ministers  of  every  dynasty,  l/)rd  Mansfield,  Justice  Willis,  and  others, 

vied   with    each  other  in  promoting  and  that,  according  to  the  common  law,  au- 

rewarding  the  succeuful  poet  or  writer  of  thors  enjoyed   a  perpetual  copyright.     1 

plays.    There  is  a  crowd  of  such  cases.  wi»h  this  fact  to  be  especially  rcnarked— - 

rrior  and  Stepney,  known  only  by  some  the  eaiatence  of  perpetval  copyright  ac- 
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cording  to  the  common  laiv.  But  in  1709, 
during  the  rei<;n  of  Queen  Anne,  this  copy- 
right was  inadvertenily  limited — inadvert. 
ently,  I  say,  because  it  certainly  had  been 
contrary  to  the  intention  of  those  who 
brought  forward  that  measure,  the  Act 
having  been  entitled  '*  For  the  Encourage^ 
ment  of  Learning/'  and  the  franiers  of  ihe 
act  believing  that  it  would  effect  this  ob- 
ject in  a  greater  degree.  It  did  so  happen, 
however,  that  inadvertently  three  little 
words  crept  in — •'  and  no  longer" — which 
limited  the  copyright  to  fourteen  years,  or 
fourteen  more,  supposing  the  author  sur- 
vived so  long.  I  may  observe  in  passing;, 
that  it  is  consolatory  to  reflect  that  haste 
and  heedleuness  in  legislation  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  present  time,  and  that  our 
mistakes  are  no  worse  than  our  grand- 
fathers made  before  us.  Certainly,  in  the 
present  age.  Acts  of  Parliament  are  liable 
to  great  blunders ;  and  I  have  never,  in- 
deed, in  my  time,  known  a  great  measure 
passed  without  subsequently  some  Attor- 
ney-general or  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 


{COMMONS}  C^nrtgli.  \Ut 

sufficient  ttnn  of  protectioa  wUah  I 
to  extend.  I  have  said  that  I 
the  eiisting  term  insufficient.  Thers  mn 
those,  I  know,  on  the  contrary,  who  boU 
that  the  very  existence  of  any  copy  right 
involves  practical  injustice.  An  hoa. 
Gentleman  has  urged  thia  in  foniMir  d«« 
bates,  and  has  said,  brondly,  tbat  aa 
author  has  property  in  bb  iboogliu  oaly 
while  they  are  in  his  own  brain  or  ia  m 
own  manuscript ;  the  moment  he  pobliahoo 
them,  ilii'v  belong  to  the  public  at  lni|t> 
Here  are  the  very  words  of  the 
Momber  for  Derby  (Mr.  Strutt):— 

*'  I  think  that  from  the  moment  an 
puts  his  ilioughts  upon  paper,  and  dalifeio 
them  to  the  world,  his  propeiiy  tberain  ntiaily 


ceases. 


Now,  this  notion  deaerrea  pnitieoUr 
attention,  for  though  seldom  tbua  opcalj 
and  fairly  avowed,  it  will  be  found  to  Inrs 
at  the  bottom  of  many  other  argumeali 
—of  many  other  prepossetsiona— agniMt 
the  bill.  The  contrary  principle  has  noftr 
been  more  ably  arguea  than  by  M.  do  Lft» 


on  one  side  of  the  House  or  the  other,  1  martine,  who,  in   an  excellent  report  of 


rising  to  propose  an  amending  bill,  and  to 
declare  that  the  operation  of  the  first  had 
been  entirely  unforeseen, and  different  from 
what  its  framert  had  designed.  Ndiy,  it  has 
frequently  happened  that  the  second  mea- 
sure had  a  little  nest  of  errors  peculiarly  its 
own  :  so  that  a  third  measure  was  some- 
times required  to  correct  the  errors  of  the 
aecond.      Such,  however,  was    certainly 


his,  last  year,  to  the  Chamber  of  Depatieo, 
shows  that  some  men  labour  with  thoir 
hands,  some  with  their  heads ;  aomo  hofo 
to  contend  against  the  ruggedneaa  of  iho 
soil  or  the  inclemency  of  the  aenioost 
others  against  the  ignorance,  the  pi^a* 
dices,  or  the  prepossessions  of  mankiai. 
But  in  both  cases  the  labour  may  baeoaally 
irksome  to  oneself,  equally  bieoeficial  to 


human  intellect.  I  do  not  indeed, 
tend  for  a  perpetual  copyright  in  booka, 
any  more  than  for  a  perpetual  entail  of 
estates;  but  I  do  maintain  that  in  both 


the  case  with  this  act  of  Queen  Anne's  j  others,  equally  in  bnth  cases  entitled  to 
reign  ;  for,  during  many  years  afterwnids,  i  profit  and  reward.  For  my  part  I  knov 
the  courts  of  equity  continued  to  gi-mt  \  not  on  what  ground  or  pretence  of  inatiea 
injunctions  for  the  protection  of  copyrichti  you  can  say  to  a  man  who  has  reclaioMtf 
seventy  or  100  years  old.  In  1735  an  afield  from  the  waste,  *' That  6eld  ahall 
injunction  was  granted  against  an  ed  tor  henceforth  be  yours,**  and  yet  deny  al 
of  Venn's  Uliole  Duty  of  Man,  and  in  property  to  another  man  in  the  work  arith 
1730  one  was  issued  against  an  edition  of  which  he  has  enriched  the  domain  C|f 
Paradise  Lost — in  l>oth  cases,  of  course, 
far  beyond  what  the  act  itself  cotilJ 
warrant.  It  was  not  till  1774  that  the 
House  of  Ix)rds  did,  upon  a  case  tlui 
came  l>eforc  them,  and  by  a  majority  of:  esses  a  right  of  pro|>erty  exists  which  h 
six  of  the  judges  against  five,  decide '  equally  real,  equally  undoubted,  and 
thjt  under  the  act  of  Anne  copy  tight  ,  which  should  be  held  equally  aacrcd. 
extended  only  to  fourteen  years,  and  Tin  re  are  i-i tier  nppontnti,  however,  wbo^ 
fourteen  years  more  should  the  author  j  like  my  ri);ht  hoii.  Friend  the  Member  far 
be  surviving  at  the  close  of  the  first  term. ;  Kdinburgh  (Mr.  Macaulay),  admit  tho 
In  1800  this  copyright  was  extended  tu' justice  of  cojiyright,  but  wish  it  to  be  ra» 
Ireland,  and  in  1814  the  present  act  wa^  strained  within  very  narrow  bounda.  I 
p:i»sed,  giving  a  copyright  of  twenty-  would  particulaily  advert  to  the  af|0- 
eii(ht  years,  or  for  the  life  of  thf  anihor.  <  invuis  ul  that  ligUt  hon.  CSentleman,  fori 
This  IS  the  confused  jumble  of  Id \««  winch  wrll  rtrollci  t  with  what  eloquence  tkev 
I  desire  to  consolidate :  such  is  the  in- 1  have  been  urged,    and   with  bow  MMI 
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eflfeci   upon  the    Houm   ihcy    were    al-j 
tendfd.      One    roaiii    objeciioo     of   my 
right  hon.  Friend  wai ,  that  there  would 
Se   a    great    risk    of  tupprettion.      lie  | 
stated,   that  cases  might  arise  in  which 
authors*  heirs  would  be  disposed  to  sup- 
press works,  the  continuance  of  which  in 
circulstion  would  be  in  a  public  view  de-  , 
sirable.     Of  thai  the  right  hoo.  Gentle-  i 
nan  has  alleged  but  two  instances,  neither  j 
of  which,  when  closelj  examined,  gives  i 
any  real  support  to  his  views.     The  first  \ 
was  that  of  Richardson*!  grandson,  a  Mr.  I 
Crowther,  whose   hostile   diiposilion   to.  i 
wards  the  works  of  the  author  of  Pamela  ' 
has  been  presumed  on  very  slight  grounds,  ■ 
for  in  fact  it  amounts  only  to  this — that  i 
this  gentleman,  a  clergyman  of  very  strict  I 
principles,   had    in   chance  conversation 
said  to  the  Bishop  of  Calcutta,  that  he 
had  never  thought  it  right   to   read  his 
grandfather's   works    of    fiction.       Now, 
surely,   it  is  a  very  wide  jump  to  infer 
from    these    premises,  that,    because    a 
clergyman  of   strict   principles   will   not 
himself  read  novels,   he  would  therefore 
prohibit  the  reading  of  novels  to  the  rest 
of  mankind ;  and  still  wider  is  the  leap 
from  premise   to    conclusion,   when   my 
right  hon.  Friend  imputes  to  this  gentle- 
roao  a  desire  to  suppreu  and  destroy  his 
graodfiither's  works.     Moreover,  the  truth 
is,  thai  this  gentleman  was  by  no  means 
the  only  representative  of  Richardson  at 
Uie  time.      Mr.  Crowther  had   another 
biother  alive,  a  surgeon,  of  very  different 
principles,  without  whose  concurrence  in 
the  suppressioo  it  could  not  have  taken 
place  ;  so  that,  when  tried  and  sifted,  the 
first  case  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  will  be 
found  to  vanish  into  air.    The  second  was 
that  of  Boswell's  Lifo  of  John$oh,     Now, 
there  is  no  ground   for  supposing  that 
Boswell's  son.  Sir  Alexander,  had  been 
desirous  of  suppressmg  the  book,  though 
true  it  might  be  that  be  did  not  like  to 
hear  reference!  made  to  his  father's  life  in 
London,  or  acqoaiotaoce  with  Johnson. 
There  were  some  circumstances,  in  Bos- 
welKa  Londom  Ltfe^  both  as  effecting  cha* 
racter  and  fortuoe,  which  would  not  be 
gladly  recalled  to  recollectioo  by  his  sou. 
But  there  is  oot  the  least  evidence  of  a 
desire  on   the  part  of  Sir  Alexander  to 
avppcesa  the  book.    Nor  could  he  have 
suppressed  it  with  any  advantage  to  his 
father's  fame,  for  it  was  already  in  general 
cirailatioQ ;  and  here  larka  the  great  fal- 
Itcji  if  I  oiay  feotara  to  to  call  iti  of  tht 


aricument  of  the  right  hon. Gentleman  and 
the  other  opponents  of  the  bill ;  they  con- 
fuund  together  the  ca»e  of  works  already 
published,  and  of  works  in  manuscript. 
Of  course,  any  one  with  a  manuscript  in 
Ins  possession,  likely,  if  published,  to  in- 
jure the  character  of  a  deceased  father,  or 
even  a  deceased   friend,  would  wish  to 
suppress  it ;  but  then,  in  the  case  of  a 
work  already  published,  and  spread  abroad 
in  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  ofco* 
pies,  surely  no  one  conld  ever  contemplate 
any  advantage  to   the  reputation  of  the 
author  by  suppression.     So  much,  then, 
lor  the  only  two  cases  which  have  been 
cited  by  my  right  hon.  Friend,  whose  rich 
stores  of  reading  would  doubtless  hate 
supplied   better  illustrations,  could   any 
better  for  his  argument  be  found.    There 
really  would  be  no  danger  of  a  desire  to 
suppress  published  works,  unless,  indeed, 
they  were  works  of  an  immoral  or  anti- 
social tendency,  the  suppreuion  of  which 
would,  of  course,  as  we  should  all  admit,  be 
a  public  benefit.   But  to  guard  against  all 
possibility  of  such  a  danger,  a  clause  hu 
been  inserted  in  the  present  bill,  giving  the 
Privy  Council  Judicial  Committee  power 
to  license  works  for  publication,  by  other 
parties,  in  the  case  of  suppression,  being 
attempted  bj  the  proprietors  of  the  copy- 
right.    With  this  cUose,  at  all  events^ 
that  objection  as  to  risk  of  suppression 
would  fall  to  the  ground.     For  my  part, 
1    look   upon  ihb  danger  to  be  quite  a 
chimera:  but  for  that  very  reason  I  would 
let  my  right  hon.  Friend  frame  the  clause 
as  stringently  and  u  severely  as  he  pleasea 
— let  him  freely  construct  the  very  strong- 
est bulwarks  he  can  devise  agaiiut  his  ima- 
ginary foe!    But  there  is  another  point 
which  has  been  urged  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  who  has  contended  that  it  would 
be  highly  injudicioos  to  extend  copyright^ 
for  that  the  extension  wonid  be,  in  many 
cases,   utterW  useless  to  authors  them- 
selves.     My  right  hon.   Friend  has,  by 
way  of  proof,  brought  forward  the  case  of 
Dr.  Johnson,  mentioning  that  at  his  de- 
cease that  great  writer  had  none  dearer  to 
him  than  ** Black  Frank,"  a  negro  footman; 
so  that  it  would  l.ave  been  of  little  satia- 
I  faction  to  Dr.  Johnson  to  have  felt  that 
j  some  twenty  or  forty  years  after  his  own 
!  death  the  heirs  of  *'  Black  Frank"*  would 
I  derive  benefit  from  his  works,  and  that  no 
doobt  he  would  much  rnther  during  hie 
distreaa  have  had  *^a  plate  of  shin  of  beef." 
Nowt  vpon  tbia  caae,  to  miich  ioiialtd  oq 
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by  mj  right  hou.  Friend,  I  would  first  ub- 
•erye,  that  we  ire  not  left  in  doubt  as  to 
the  opinions  of  Dr,  Johnson  rc8|>ecting 
copyright;  for  that  Dr.  Johnson  did,  ii  is 
stated  in  Boswell^  express  himself  strongly 
in  favour  of  a  very  extended  copyright — 
not  less  than  a  hundred  years.  But,  look- 
ine  to  the  particular  circumstances  of  Dr. 
Johnson's  life,  I  confess  that  1  find  Ihcni 
lead  me  to  an  exactly  opposite  conclusion. 
It  will  be  recollected,  that  he  had  married 
very  early,  that  he  had  lost  his  wife  ere  lie 
had   passed  the  prime  of  manhood,  and 
that  he  had  toiled  through  the  remainder 
of  his  life  mainly  in  mournful  seclusion, 
amidst  the  gloom  of  constitutional  melan- 
choly.    A  letter  written  durint;  this  period 
(the  last  to  Mrs.  Thrale)  will  be,  doubt- 
less, in  the  recollection  of  mv  right  hon. 
Friend.    It  is  dated  1784,  and  prays  God 
to  bless  her  for  the  kindness  which  soothed 
twenty  years  of  a  life  which,  he  adds,  ''at 
root  was  wretched.*'    Now,  why  was  that 
life    thus  "  wretched  ?"      Why   was   he 
doomed   to  that  gloom  and  that  si*clu- 
sion?     Why>  but  from  the  etlcct  of  that 
very  law  which  denied  him  adequate  pro- 
perty in  his  own  productions,  or  sufHcient 
rewards  for  his  labours,  and  forbid  him  to 
surround  himself  once  more  with  the  chari- 
ties of  home.     Why  might  he  not  have 
hoped,  under  another  law,  to  have  some 
one  dearer  and  nearer  than  **Blsck  Frank" 
to  soothe  his  dying  moments,  or  receive 
his  parting  breath  ?     How  unfair  to  urge 
the  desolate  state  of  Dr.  Johnson— the* 
very  evil  produced   under  the  present  law, 
as  an  argument  against  a  change  of  that 
law  !     How  painful  would  have  bevii  the 
feelings  of  that  great  and  good  man,  had 
he  foreseen  that  the  circumstances  uf  his 
distress  would  be  distorted  into  un  argu- 
ment for  prolonging  the  distresses  of  others ! 
I  would  put  it  to  any  Member  who  heats 
me,  even  to  the  hun.  Member  for  Fm^bnry 
(Mr.  Wakley),  whether  the  rase  of  Dr. 
Johnson,  adduced  by  my  right  hon.  Friend, 
NO  far  as  it  has  any  weight  in  the  (juesticm, 
so  far  HN  it  goes  at  all,  does  not  gu  against 
the  argument  of  him  who  has  alleged  it, 
and  ill  favour  of  mine  ?     Mr,  for  the  vari- 
ous leasuus  which   I   have  stated,   1  du 
venture  to  hope  that  in  the  present  Par- 
iianient  there  will  be  found  many  Members 
more  favourable  than  in  the  former  to  the 
measure  which  I  have  felt  it  mv  dutv  to 
|>ro(>u<e.     In  the  bill  now  before  the  House 
I   have,  however,  made  a  very  material 
altvraiiun.     Instead  of  t  period  of  sixty 


years  from  the  author*s  dettbi  I 
to  make  the  term  tweoty-6ve  yeart,  '  B^ 
another  provision,  1  propose  to  enact  tkN 
the  whole  term  of  copyright  ehtll 


be  less  than  the  present  tenn^  Iwoly- 
eight  years  absolutely.    In  proporinf  IHi 
reduction  of  the  period  which  Mr. 
Talfourd  originally  claimed,  I  wish  to  ^ 
myself  against  it  being  supposed  that  I  lir 
a  moment  consider  the  fonner  deaaaJ  1m 
the  least  degree  unjust,     I  aod  thon  wilk 
whom  I  act  ask  for  a  diroiDatkNi,  not 
cause  we  suppose  a  diminatioo 
but  we  ask  for  it  because  that  redacthi 
of  the  demand  affords  the  best  ehaMt  ttf 
carrying  the  measure.     Bui  them  IImm 
are  some  other  persons  who,  while  Ihw 
think  our  object  good,  believe  thai  othir 
means  would  be  letter.     It  will  be  ■ 
recollection  of  the  House  that  on  a 
occasion   Lord  Campbell,  as  Atlonq^ 
general,  threw  out  a  sumation  that,  b* 
stead  of  framing  a  legal  extension  of  tti 
time,  a  discretionary  power  to  eiteod  ft 
should  be  granted  to  the  Privy  CowkI. 
I  will   tell  the   House  why  I  obieel  10 
introducing  any  such  measure.     In  dhi 
6rst  place  I  have  lately  had  a  eonvemtsop 
with  Lord  Campbell,  in  which  that  aoUi 
Ijord   declared   to  me  that,    oo   fortkoT 
reflection,  he  saw  many  more  dilBci 
in  the  way  of  his  own  scheme  thao  he 
at  Hrst  imagined,  and  that  he  shooU 
now  wish  for  its  adoption.    Thua,  IhoBi 
had  I  reverted  to  his  scheme  ieslead  of 
mine,  I  should  not  hate  bad  even  ile 
inventor  to  support  me !     On  many 
grounds  I  object  to  it;  for  if  the 
were  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Privt 
Council,  there  would  be  no  end  to  till 
difficulties  arising  out  of  the  conflielt  of 
rivrfl  claims.     How  and  by  whom  an ll 
claims  to  be  decided  ?    All  Privy  ~ 
cillors  are  not,  I  presume,  ipwfaeiOt 
nctent  judges  of  science  and  of  lileratwso. 
It  is  true  that,  in  the  case  of  worka  of 
science,  reference  mi;;ht  be  made  to  iho 
Council  of  the  Royal  Society;  in  thni  of 
history  and  works  of  research,  the  eaab* 
taiice  of  the  Society  of  Aotiquariea  a^i^ 
he  called   in;    but  as  regaida  worke  of 
lighter  literature,  what  aid  couM  the  Prify 
Council  derive  from  any  existing  ioslilo* 
tion  ?    Therefore  if  even  a  recomnendntioft 
was  insisted  on  from  these  learned 
it  would  be  merely  altering  the  dii 
of  the  complaint  from  the  Prive  Cooi 
to  themselves,  and  not  in  any  de^ioe  SO* 
moving  the  cause  of  the  grievaaoo»    A 
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ptnod  night  occur  agam,  as  one  certainly 
hat  occurred,  in  which  the  literary  talents 
of  the  nation  nuight  be  for  the  idosI  part 
enlisted  on  one  tide  as  regarded  politics. 
Thus,  for  eiample,  it  did  happen  at  one 
lime  that  all  the  lyrical  poetry  of  Scotland 
was  Jacobite.  We,  the  adherents  of  the 
House  of  Hanorer,  could  not,  1  am  sorry 
to  say,  boast  of  a  single  good  song.  Now 
suppose  the  case  of  nearly  all  the  eminent 
men  of  letters  happening  to  be  of  one 
party  in  politics,  and  of  that  party  hap- 
pening to  be  in  power,  then  let  the  House 
for  a  nnoment  reflect  upon  the  consequence 
of  submitting  the  judgment  on  literary 
merits  to  the  Privy  Council.  Nothing 
was  more  evident  than  that  for  the  sake 
of  the  rtpuutioD  of  justice  they  would 
inflict  injustice.  To  do  justice  in  the  ease 
supposed  they  ought  to  grant  increased 
copyright  to  none  but  authors  of  their 
own  party ;  bat,  in  order  to  shield  them- 
selves from  reproach,  they  would  ceruinly 
^nl  the  privilege  also  to  many  authors 
of  far-inferior  merit,  but  of  opposite  party 
views.  1  therefore  conceive,  that  though 
auch  a  power  in  the  Privy  Coancil  might 
be  better  than  the  present  law^it  is  far 
leaa  good  than  the  law  which  I  have  now 
the  honoor  to  propose.  Sir,  it  is  alleged 
that  the  enjoyment  of  copyright  has  a 
tendency  to  increase  the  price  of  books. 
I  do  not  deny,  that  to  some  eiteot  this 
allegation  is  true ;  but  is  it  an  evil  in  the 
sense  meant  by  thoee  who  complain  of  it, 
and  to  the  extent  which  they  have  repre- 
aented  ?  Though  in  moat  departments  of 
literature  it  may  be  trae,  that  copyright 
has  the  effect  of  raising  prices,  yet  in  one 
at  least  there  can  be  do  doubt  that  its 
tendency  is  in  quite  the  other  direction : 
for  it  is  well  known  that  works  illustrated 
by  maps  or  engravings,  if  the  copyrights 
are  poesessed  exclusively,  may  be  produoed 
in  a  great  variety  of  sizes,  in  order  to  suit 
the  tastes  and  means  of  a  great  variety  of 
parchasen;  therefore,  in  such  cases  the 
effect  of  copyright  is  to  reduce  prices, 
fiat  as  to  popular  and  illustrated  works  in 
which  no  copyright  exists,  the  publisher 
of  each  separate  edition  is  bound  to  have 
his  own  set  of  OMipa  and  engravings,  in* 
itead  of  being  able  to  make  one  set  answer 
for  every  variety  of  sixe  and  form  in  which 
he  might  6nd  it  his  interest  to  publish  the 
work.  In  a  letter  written  a  few  days  ago 
by  one  of  the  moat  eminent  men  of  the 
countryi  whose  name,  were  I  to  prononnct 
ill  wooid  be  leceived  with  luuvtreil  lever* 


ence  from  both  aides  of  the  Hoase,  there 

!  are  these  words  :— 

I 

'  **  It  is  supposed  by  some  that  thoui{h  there 
would  not  be  much  cause  for  fear  from  an 
injuriout  monopoly  in  the  descendants  of  au« 
thon,  yet,  when  copyright  passed  into  the 
handt  of  booksellers,  it  would  he  sure  of  tiking 
place.  This,  i  think,  would  not  happen.  Edu- 
cation and  a  tatte  for  reading  having  spread  so 
widely,  aod  it  being  certain  that  they  will 
spread  more  and  more,  no  combination  of 
booksellen  could  be  ignorant  that  their  inter* 
est  would  be  better  promoted  bv  a  low  price 
to  the  multitudes,  rather  than  by  a  high  one 
to  a  few ;  and  there  is  in  this  consideration  a 
sufficient  answer  to  all  the  vague  things  that 
have  been  dinned  into  our  ears  upon  mono* 
poly.- 

Of  course,  not  giving  the  name  of  the 
writer,  this  passage  must  be  considered  by 
the  House  not  as  an  authority,  but  as  an 
argument.  The  general  diffusion  of  edu- 
cation, however,  and  the  desire  for  cheap 
books  which  now  firevails,  precludes  the 
poaaibility  of  prices  beins  unduly  raised 
by  any  copyright  bill.  The  demand  for 
splendid  books  has  ceased,  or  rather,  the 
desire  for  useful  and  economical  books  has 
thrown  it  quite  into  the  background.  Be- 
fore the  beginning  of  the  present  century, 
Mr.  Sheridan  remarked  that  the  manner 
in  which  the  poetical  works  of  that  period 
were  printed  made  them  look  "  like  a  rivu« 
let  of  text  meandering  thruugh  a  meadow 
of  margin;**  but  year  by  year  cheaper 
editiona  are  publiahed,  and  the  lendrncy  of 
education  is  to  produce  more  and  more,  a 
still  cheaper  style  of  producing  books.  Sir, 
if  1  were  to  argue  such  a  Question  as  this 
upon  abstract  principle,  I  should  say  t 
much  larger  measure  thsn  the  present 
ought  to  be  produced,  and  t  much  more 
complete  mode  of  remuneration  for  literary 
men  ought  to  be  provided.  Literary  men 
can  never  be  fairly  rewarded  by  places  or 
pensions.  If  left  to  these  and  these  alone, 
the  influence,  or  at  least  the  suspicion,  of 
partiality  could  never  be  vaiiquiahed.  The 
fairest  rule  is,  to  leave  them  to  the  patron 
age  of  the  public,  but  at  the  same  time  to 
secure  to  them  the  full  enjoyment  of  that 
patronage.  The  fairest  principle  is  that 
of  rewarding  them  according  to  the  sale  of 
their  works — the  fairest  test  of  their  merits 
is  the  test  of  time.  According  to  my  bill, 
the  bed  author  will  receive  nothing;  the 
less  good,  little ;  but  only  the  l>est  much. 
Sale  after  a  term  of  yeara  elapsed  ft>ecomea 
a  just  eritcrion  of  value.  According  to 
my  biU|  elao,  there  weald  be  no  lexief 
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and  stationers,  three  out  of  the  four 
classes  opposed  the  measure.  Now,  how- 
ever, the  leading  men  among  all  the  classes 
which  1  have  named  have  expressed  them- 
selves in  favour  of  my  measure,  and  have 
lately  petitioned  the  House  to  adopt  it  as 
it  stands.  With  these  observations,  then, 
do  I  commend  this  measure  to  the  House. 
In  what  I  have  said  it  has  been  my  most 
anxious  wish  to  avoid  a  single  word  that 
should  remind  us  of  any  political  dissen- 
sions or  awaken  the  dormant  feelings  (fur 
dormant  should  they  be  on  this  occasion) 
of  party.  I  commend  this  measure,  con* 
scious  that  we,  the  promoters  of  it,  have 
no  selfish  or  sordid  objects  in  view.  I 
commend  it,  persuaded  that  if  you  pro* 
vide  due  and  adequate  rewards  for  litera- 
ture, and  encouragement  to  it  as  a  career 
— if  you  raise  it  in  the  social  scale,  and 
adorn  it  with  marks  of  public  gratitude«> 
you  will  bestow  not  merely  on  those  who 
cultivate  that  literature  a  personal  boon, 
but  on  the  nation  at  large  a  public  bles- 
sing. 

Mr.  Macaulay  observed,  that  he  was 
seldom  furtunate  enough  to  agree  with  his 
noble  Friend,  and  the  present  was,  he  be- 
lieved, the  first  occasion  on  which  aKpetrh 
made  in  one  Parliament  had  been  answered 
in  detail  in  another.  It  would  not  be  diffi- 
cult for  him  to  gvi  into  the  topics  adverted 
to  by  his  noble  Friend,  and  to  set  out  anew 
the  arguments  which  he  had  advanced  last 
year,  and  to  fortify  them^  if  necessary,  by 
additional  facts  and  illustrations.  He 
thought  it,  however,  unnecessary  to  wan- 
der among  tc»pics  foreign  to  the  question 
tlicn  before  the  House.  But  if  the  speech 
of  his  noble  Friend  was  directed  against 
that  which  he  had  delivered  last  year,  it 
WHS  certaiuv  that  the  measure  of  the  noble 
Lord  wan  more  in  conformity  with  the  sen. 
tiuienti  then  expressed  by  him,  than  the 
measure  of  whicn  he  had  s|M)Len.  He  had 
objecte<l  to  a  term  of  bixty  ycani,  and  the 
noble  Lord  had  cut  down  the  proposed 
duration  of  copyright  to  twenty -five  years. 
He  had  wt  forth  the  danger  of  the  works 
of  an  author  being  suppressed  by  the 
ofieration  of  the  plan  then  pro|XK»c(f,  and 
now  his  noble  Friend  had  come  down  pre- 
pared  with  a  clause  to  meet  that  ditticulty. 
If,  therefore,  he  were  to  apply  himself  to 
answering  the  speeches  made  in  defence  of 
the  mra^ure  of  Mr.  Sergeant  Talfourd  last 
year,  he  sh(»uld  be  arguing  against  a  prin- 
ciple not  now  before  the  House.  He 
therefore    proposed    to   confine    himself 


strictly  to  the  matter  then  in  haad.  Ht 
had  never  objected  to  an  enIai]p»Mit  if 
the  term  of  copyright  to  omb  aif  ktlm. 
When  Mr.  Sergeant  Talfourd  hraiigh<  ii 
his  bill,  he  had  not  oppoied it.  IintUi 
intention,  on  the  contrary,  to  vote  iar  iki 
second  reading,  but  the  lenrMd  Strgani 
concluded  his  speech  by  liipwi^  Hi 
desire,  that  no  one  would  vote  Ar  thtai^ 
aura  who  might  be  afttrwaidn  ikfmd 
to  reduce  the  large  tern  of 
which  he  proposed.  The  haioid 
had  said,— > 

«  Don't  let  me  have  support  io  tUa  MM 
if  it  be  hereafter  meant  to  radoea  tho  tema  I 
propose  to  fifteen  yean.  I  di 
port ;  I  don't  wish  for  it.** 


The  learned  Sergeant  having 
himself  to  that  effect  it  lieoAnM  ' 
for  him  to  vote  for  the  aeeoik 
Rut  they  had  now  entered  upon  the 
cusaion  of  this  question  in  a  very  f'^ 
spirit.     He  was  not  unwilling  to 
considerably,  the  protection  afbrded 
authors.     On  the  contrary,  he  mm 
posed  to  extend  it  more  than  hia 
Friend,  but  at  the  same  time  he  mnal 

Eresa  the  opinion,  that  the  mode  hf  «l 
ia  noble  Friend  proposed  to  emt  thek 
common  object  was  bad,  and  that  bjr  wUdh 
he  sought  to  reach  it  was  good.  The  Mb 
sent  state  of  the  law  was  thisp  eopynMi 
for  life,  or  for  twenty-eight  yeora.  Bb 
noble  Friend  proiKMed  copyright  for  Uh^ 
with  the  addition  of  twenty-five  yMn* 
Now.  what  he  proposed  was  thia,  oopyrfghA 
for  life,  or  for  forty-two  yearsp  whimoeoBr 
shall  be  the  longer.  He  propoaad  to 
a  certain  term  of  fourteen  years  n 
the  present  term  of  twenty-eight  ^ 
Now,  he  thought,  with  all  aubnimiiia  ke 
should  be  able  to  show  to  demonatrataeo^ 
that  this  plan  was  more  juat  and  nm 
able,  a  greater  boon  to  men  of  letterst 
much  lesh  inconvenient  to  the  public  ( 
the  proposal  of  his  noble  Friend.  He,  _ 
sunie<l  it  would  be  admitted,  that  with 
rcs|>ect  to  all  benefits  intended  to  he  eea* 
fcrred  for  the  advancement  and  eocoiir^§e» 
nicnt  of  works  of  literature,  or  thoae  of  oa 
analogous  kind,  it  was  of  the  greateat  \m» 
|K)rtance  that  such  benefits  should  not  ho 
capriciou&ly  or  irregularly  bestowed.  It 
was  of  the  highest  importance  that  thof 
should,  as  nearly  as  (xissible,  be  tqfuHtj 
distributed.  It  was  of  the  greateat  no- 
|iortance,  that  those  who  bat  deaerroi 
the  encouragement  to  be  given  abooli 
gain  the  largest  share,  and  eojoj   tkt 
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highest  degree,    and    that   the   tmallett 
share  sliould  faJI  to  the  lot  of  those  who 
least    deserved   it.      Upon   these   prioct- 
ples,  which    he  conceired  were  perfectly 
clear,  he  beliered  he  could  succeed  in  show- 
ing that  what  he  proposed  was  preftrsble 
to  the  measure  of  the  noble  l.«ord.     He 
admitted,  that  perfect  eatiality  could  not 
be  gained.     He  agreed,  for  reasons  so  ob- 
vious, that   it  was  quite  unnccetsaiy   to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  them,  that  there 
must  be  u  term  for  life.     But  life  being, 
of  course,  liable  to  casualties,  and  its  du- 
ration being  uncertain,  he  contended,  that 
the  evil  would  be  exaggerated  bv  the  means 
proposed  by  the  noble  Lord.    Take  the  in- 
stance of  two  contemporary  authors,  both 
ladies,  and  distinguished   in   the  lighter 
walks  of  literature,  Madame  D'Arblay  and 
Miss  Austen.    The  most  beautiful  of  the 
novels  of  Miss  Austen  would  have  only 
twenty-eight  years  of  oopyriffht,  for  the 
authoress  died  shortly  after  the  composi- 
tion,   while  ,  the    C(»py right  of   Maoame 
D'Arblay 's  Evelina  would  last  sixty-two 
years.     Observe  the  contrast — twenty- 
eight  rears  for  one  work*  and  sixty-two 
years  ror  the  other,  each  being  of  the  sane 
dass  of  literature.     He  was  not   taking 
upon  himself  to  determine  upon  the  merits 
or  the  one  work  or  of  the  other,  but  he 
simply  adduced  the  instance  to  show  the 
uneiiual  working  of  his  noble  Friend's  pn>- 
poaal  upon  two  works  of  the  same  kind. 
Observe  what  his  noble  Friend  would  do. 
His  noble  Friend  would  add  twenty-five 
years  to  the  sixty-two  years  in  the  one 
case,  and  in  the  other  leave  the  twenty- 
eight  years  where  they  were ;  thus  making 
a  diOerenoe  as  iMtween  twenty-eight  and 
eighty-seven.     He  would  raise  the  short 
term  to  Ibrty-two  years,  and   while  his 
noble  Friend  extendled  the  diflTerenoe  be- 
tween the  two  terms  to  sixty  years,  be 
diminished  it  to  eighteen  or  twenty  years. 
Indeed,  if  gentlemen  would  go  through  the 
literary  history  of  the  ooontry,  and,  taking 
the  principles  of  his  noble  Friend  and  of 
himself,  apply  them  to  the  works  of  authors 
inr  two  centuries  and  a  half,  tbey  would 
hardly  find  a  gmo  in  which  the  applica- 
tion of  his  noUe  Friend's  proposal  could  be 
wished  for  in  prefereooe  to  tKat  which  be 
had  the  honour  to  submit  as  an  anendBient. 
Milton  died  in  1674.    Now»  all  Milton's 
copyrights  would,  by  the  propositioa  of 
bis  aoble  Friend,  expire  in  1G99.     Comus 
was  written  in  16S4.    To  Cbmiif,  then, 
bis    noble  Friend  gnve    sixty-five  ycert 
ef  oopyrigbti  lo  Parodke  LoU  tlurty* 


lone  years,  and  to  Paradise  Regftintil, 
I  and  SamtcH  Agomisies  twenty^ffht  years. 
Compare  his  proposition  witn  that  of  his 
noble  Friend,  and  he  would  venture  to  say, 
that  if  the  House  were  legisUting  only  in 
the  case  of  the  works  of  Miltno,  it  wouM 
determine  thM  the  ftiirer  and  more  lf*giti- 
mate  scheme — the  scheme  more  gratifying 
to  its  own  mind<— more  consistent  with  its 
own  sense  of  justice  to  the  author— and  in 
every  way  more  beneficial  to  the  public» 
would  be,  that  all  the  works  of  that  great 
writer  should  have  a  copyright  of  forty* 
two  years,  rather  than  tnat  the  worst  of 
them  should  be  protected  for  a  very  long 
term,  and  the  best  of  then  left  with 
scarcely  any  protection  at  all*  Take  an- 
other instance— take  Dryden,  the  next 
great  name  in  English  poetrr.  His  noble 
Friend's  proposition  would  give  a  Biagnifi- 
cent  protection  to  the  inferior  poetry  upon 
Oliver  Cromwell,  and  to  ike  mU  CW- 
/hm/,  and  other  bad  pltf9»  whilst  to  the 
FahltM  and  to  the  Ods  in  Hommr  of  8i. 


Cecilia's  Day,  which  were  published  to* 
wards  the  close  of  the  author's  life,  and 
which  classed  amongst  the  most  exquMle 

Eroductiotts  of  his  pen,  the  protection  wouM 
e  comparatively  slight  and  insignificaBt. 
The  verses  which  Dijden  wrote  upon  Oliver 
Cromwell  were  published  in  1058;  the  oopr* 
right  proposed  1^  bis  noble  Friend  woura 
extend  to  1 726,  a  term  of  sixty*e)ght  years; 
but  to  Dryden's  last  volume,  containing  the 
Fahies,  and  the  fMe  m  Hommr  of  Si.  Ce- 
ciHa's  Day,  the  copyright,  aooording  to  bis 
noble  Friend's  plan,  would  be  cut  fknm 
to  twentr-eight  years.  So  that  the  eopy* 
right  of  bryden's  worst  works  woold  eon* 
tinue  for  sixty-eight  years,  whilst  the 
copyright  of  the  Fahies  and  of  the  Ode 
in  llofumr  qf  Si.  CecUia's  Daw,  the  last 
groat  work  of  his  life,  would  contlnw 
only  for  twenty-eight  years.  Then  take 
Pope — it  really  mattered  very  little  what 
great  author  one  referred  to,  and  the  mol* 
tiplicatioo  of  instances  after  all  night 
appear  to  be  wholly  unneoeasary  — >  Ml 
take  Pope.  H  is  noble  Friend's  proposition 
would  give  to  Popeli  Pasiormli,  which  were 
written  when  the  author  was  mlj  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  whidi  were  renarkaUe 
as  the  literary  production  ef  a  nsers  yovtii, 
a  copyright  or  sixty  years;  bat  when  he 
cane  to  the  later  and  nere  abh  pm* 
ductions  of  the  saase  writer,  te  The  Dim* 
ciad,  for  exanple,  in  ita  finisind  stale,  kS$ 
noble  Friend  wooM  give  only  a  prolactioa 
of  thirty  yenra.  Now,  acoording  te  the 
nian  whidi  be  nnMiid*  IhsM  iMnvnHllHL 
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8»  iocongnious  id  tliemselrcs,  and  so  ut- 
terlv  incootisteot  with  the  relatife  value 
of  the  works  to  be  |irotected,  would  be  en- 
tirely overcome,  because  to  every  one  of 
the  works  of  Milton,  Drydcn,  and  Pope, 
would  be  given  an  uniform  protection  of 
forty-two  years.  Coming  to  writers  of  a 
later  period,  take  the  works  of  Johnson. 
Johnson's  first  work  was  a  translation  of 
a  volume  of  Travels  in  Abyssinia,  pub- 
lished in  1735  ;  and  a  book  so  poor,  that 
Johnson  himself  did  not  like  to  hear  it 
mentioned  in  his  later  vears.  When  Bos- 
well  told  him  that  he  had  obtained  a  copy 
of  it,  "  take  no  notice  of  it,"  said  he, 
'tis  a  thing  to  be  forgotten."  To  this 
work  bis  noble  Friend  would  give  a  pro« 
tection  for  the  enormous  period  of  seventy- 
five  years,  whilst  to  the  Lives  of  the 
Poets,  he  would  give  only  a  protection  of 
thirty-five  years,  and  to  The  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides,  a  much  shorter  protection.  So 
that  in  the  instance  of  Johnson,  as  in  the 
instances  of  the  other  great  writers  he  had 
mentioned,  the  best  works  would  receive 
only  a  comparatively  slight  protection, 
whilst  the  earlier  and  very  inferior  pro- 
ductions would  receive  an  amount  of  pro. 
tection  infinitely  beyond  their  relative 
merit  or  value.  There  was  another  in- 
stance that  he  could  not  pass  by — ^the  in- 
stance of  Henry  Fielding,  whose  first 
works  no  human  being  would  ever  think 
of  reading,  nor  deem  it  worth  while  to 
revert  to*  or  perhaps  ever  remember  or 
know  anv  thin^  i)f,  except  for  the  excel- 
lence of  nis  subsequent  great  works,  Tom 
Jones  and  Amelia.  Who  would  ever  think 
of  classing  The  Temple  Heau^  and  a  host 
cif  earlier  dramatic  pieces,  possessing  no 
worth,  and  evincing  no  geniun,  with  the 
incomparable  Tom  Jones  ^  Yet  to  the 
first  of  these  bis  noble  Friend  would  cive 
a  copyright  of  fiftv-two  or  fifty-throe 
years,  whilbt  to  the  last  he  would  afTonl 
only  a  protection  of  thirty  years.  Take 
any  or  sul  of  the  most  eminent  writers  in 
our  language,  and  there  was  not  one  of 
them  to  whose  works  his  noble  Friend's 
proposition  would  not  apply  in  the  same 
objectionable  manner.  The  worst  works 
would  be  protected  for  a  very  long  term — the 
best  works  only  lor  a  comparatively  short 
term.  But  upon  the  principle  which  he 
proposed,  it  would  be  found,  that  all  the 
works  of  the  same  writer  would  be  pro- 
tected, almost  without  exception,  fur  a 
regular,  fixed,  and  definite  term  of  furty- 
two  yean.    Take  the  instance  of  Burke  ; 


hii  uit  little  tract  on  the  Findieaiifm  of^\  the  inferior  of  these  works 


Natural  Society,  in  all  probab3it]r«  ^ 
not  be  remembered  at  this  day,  bvt 
the  subsequent  eminence  of  tM  works  if 
his  maturer  years.  Yet  bis  noble  Frisni 
(Viscount  Mahon)  would  give  to  this  enriisr 
work  a  copyright  of  siity  years,  whilal  In 
the  later  and  greater  fvoductions  ef  Ihn 
same  great  mind,  such  as  the  week  es 
The  French  Revolutim,  and  The  R^^kk 
Peace,  he  would  give  only  a  ntulectii  if 
thirty  years.  This  appttrea  In  him  In 
be  the  ruling  vice  of  hb  noble 
scheme.  Nobody  would  pretend  tn 
that  the  later  works  of  all  the  _ 
writers  he  had  named  were  infinitdf  An 
more  valuable ;  infinitely  more  illnstintinn 
of  the  extraordinary  powers  of  mind  ne^ 
sessed  by  the  respective  authors;  InfiniSshf 
the  more  worthy  of  the  proteGtkm  tn  In 
afforded  by  the  extension  of  eanpUnu 
He  had  shown  the  sort  of  preteCDon  WK 
would  be  given  by  his  noUe  Friend'a  pIsB* 
There  was  this  striking  inconsistency  in 
it :  for  Madame  D'Ariday *s  Evdhm,  k 
would  give  a  copyright  ef  e^[htT-eePsn 
years,  whilst  to  Milton's  Paradste  Iml^  k 
would  give  a  copyright  of  onlj  tven^ 
eight  years.  He  coiud  conceive  only  asn 
justification  for  this  enornMus  inefnaB^, 
and  thHt  would  he,  that  the  works  In 
which  the  greater  protection  was  j^VM 
were  better  than  the  worka  to  which  Ihn 
lesser  protection  was  given ;  bat  it 
be  seen  from  what  he  had  briely 
that  under  his  noble  Friend'a  plan  An 
crudest  and  least  finished  book*  ef  nl 
authors  would  receive  the  giealer  pns* 
tection,  and  the  ablest  and  best  works  An 
lesser  protection.  This,  as  be  bad snidp  wnn 
the  ruling  vice  of  the  plan ;  and  it  wnn 
a  vice  that  applied  not  only  tn  Ihn 
literature  of  England,  but 
applicable  to  the  literature  of  all 
and  all  countries.     There  wai 

right    with    the    Greeks  and    ■ b,^ 

but  go  back  to  tl)c  most  brilliant  days  if 
( J  recce  and  Rome,  and  it  would  be  mn^ 
that  what  is  true  as  rmided  the  enriisr 
and  the  later  works  of  the  great  writenif 
our  own  age,  was  equally  true  as  rqgsrdsi 
the  youthful  and  the  mature  pfodintiflnB 
uf  the  great  men  of  antiquity*  WhsA 
comparison  could  be  drawn  between  Ihn 
earlier  and  the  later  worka  of  finphorhs  f 
Who  would  mention  in  the  same 
or  hardly  in  the  same  dar,  tbe 
against  his  Guardians,  and  the 
ypoH  the  Cionrn  of  Demosthenes  ?' Ysi^ 
under  such  a  plan  as  that  now 
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a  protecltoQ  twice  u  long  u  the  works 
which  gmve  to  the  authors  their  immor- 
tality. Oo  to  Rome;  the  same  remark 
applied  to  the  works  of  Cicero.  Take  a 
later  period.     Go  to  Spain,  gii  to  France  ; 


thirt^.fift  vears ;  and  the  tnstaiieea  wera 
few  to  whico  any  had  been  produced  under 
the  age  of  forty.  Whatever  powers  of  genioa 
a  writer  might  be  possessed  of,  the  saying 
of  Marmontel  was  )et  true,  that  *'  a  man 


the  sumt*  remark  applied  to  the  writingsofj  cannot  paint  pirtraits  till  he  has  seen  faces, 
f 'errantes  and  Racine.     Go  to  Germany  ;  |  VVhaterer  the  viracitv  or  brilliancy  of  fancy 
his  noble  Friend  would  give  to  SchillerV  j  exhibited  in  the  writing  of  youth,  it  re* 


RohberM  a  longer  protecticm  than  to 
tf'allensirin,  and  to  (>ci;the*s  SorroitM  of 
WtHtr,  than  to  mihflm  Mrhter,  Ut 
begged  pardon,  if  this  referrncc  to  the 
authors  of  other  coimtries,  and  of  other 
ages,  fatigued  the  House ;  but  hon.  (len- 
tfemen  munt  feel  that  upon  this  subject 
literary  history  was  the  same  thing  ss  na- 
ticmal  and  constitutional  history  upon  ques- 
tions of  general  policy.  The  ineuualitv  in 
the  production  of  authors,  to  whicn  he  liad 
briefly  cndearouied  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Mouse,  was  not  a  matter  of  accident  I 
—not  the  result  of  mere  chance — it  was  one  ' 


mained  for  tli«*  nicer  und  more  discrimi- 
nating observation  of  maturity  to  give  that 
sterling  value  to  the  productions  id  the 
mind  which  secured  an  immortality  to  the 
author.  The  t'»(*t,  therefore,  was,  that  in 
matters  of  imuKination,  the  class  of  books 
which  his  noble  Friend's  proposition  would 
most  favour,  were  likely  to  be  the  worst, 
whilst  those  which  he  particularly  discoun- 
tenanced were  likely  to  lie  the  best ;  for 
whilst  his  noble  Friend  gave  this  enormous 
addition  to  the  copyright  of  works  pub* 
lished  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  autnor's 
Vih,   he  did  mithing  whatever  for  such 


of  the  inevitable  consequences  of  the  struc*  i  works  as  might  be  published  two  or  three 


ture  of  the  human  mind,  which  did  not  re- 
ceive all  its  impressions  at  once,  but  grew 
in  strength  and  wivdom  as  it  advanc^  in 
eaperieiioe*  and  extended  its  range  of  ob. 
serration.  If  be  and  bis  noble  Friend 
were  to  sit  down  together,  and  draw  up  a 
list  of  the  most  eminent  writers  to  whose 
works  his  noble  Friend's  plan  would  give  a 
protection  of  sixty  years,  and  another  list 
of  the  most  eminent  writers,  whose  works, 
under  that  plan,  would  receive  a  protec- 
tion of  less  than  forty  yean,  it  would  be 
found,  that  the  works  coning  within  the 
more  limited  range  of  yean,  were  infinitely 
more  numerous,  and  infinitely  better  than 
the  number  that  would  be  included  within 
the  more  extended  range.  Under  his  noble 
Friend's  plan,  the  longest  period  of  protec- 
tion would  be  given  to  tlie  works  written 
in  tbe  earlier  stage  of  the  author's  life.  So 
that  if  a  writer  published  a  work  hastily, 
at  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  of  age,  as 
Pope  published  his  PaiioraU,  or  rather 
wrote  his  Pastorals,  for  he  did  not  publish 
tliem  till  he  was  twenty-one,  that  early, 
crude,  and  imperfect  work  would  receive 
probably  double  the  protection  afforded  to 
the  later  and  abler  works  upon  which,  per- 
haps, the  whole  of  his  reputation  might 
rett.  It  was  perfectly  true,  that  young  gr 
men  often  displayed  extraordinary  powen  of 
of  genius  ;  but  it  was  not  the  fact,  as  far 
an  experience  yet  went,  that  their  first 
works  were  their  best  works.  This  was 
true  even  as  regarded  workv  of  imagina- 
tioii.  No  gmU  work  of  imagination  had 
bttQ  pmduoed  under  the  age  of  thirty  or   his  noble  Friend  would  give  then ;  bnl  be 


vears  before  the  author's  death;  because 
bv  tbe  existing  law,  there  was  a  copyright 
or  twenty-eight  vears  from  the  time  of  pub- 
lication, and  under  bis  noble  Friend's  plan, 
only  a  copyright  of  twenty-five  yean  firom 
the  time  of  the  author's  death.  So  that 
in  point  of  fJMt,  as  related  to  tbe  work 
of  an  author  published  in  the  last  year 
of  his  life,  tbs  protection  given  by  hia 
noble  Friend  would  be  le«  Uian  the  pro- 
tection aftrded  by  the  nresent  law;  and 
for  any  work  publi>liecl  during  the  last 
seventeen  yean  of  an  author's  life,  the 
protection  under  his  noble  Friend's  system 
would  not  be  so  long  as  under  tbe  plan 
which  be  proposed.  Now  he  ventured  to 
say,  that  no  man  acquHinted  witli  literary 
history  would  deny,  that  taking  the  writ- 
inn  of  authors  generally,  the  best  and  bmsI 
valuable  of  their  works  had  been  produced 
within  the  last  seventeen  rean  of  their 
lives.  He  had  meationea  shortly  and 
rapidly  the  names  of  but  a  few  of  the  Eng- 
lisn  works  publi»lied  within  the  ImI  250 
yean,  to  which  his  proposition  would  give 
a  longer  term  of  eo^rright  than  the  propo- 
sition of  his  noble  Friend.  If  the  House 
should  find  induded  in  that  list,  with 
scarcely  an  exception,  everrthing  that  was 
greatest  and  most  conduave  to  the  glory 
our  national  literature  in  the  eyes  oi  the 
world,  then  be  did  not  see  how  it  ooold 
hesitate  about  preferring  his  plan  to  that 
of  his  noble  Fnend.  He  did  not  pnmoee 
to  tfive  to  tbe  earlier  and  cmder  works  of 
uuUMin  the  aaose  extent  of  copyright  as 
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proposed  a  longer  term  of  oopyrif^ht  for 
their  maturer  and  better  works.  He  did 
not  propose  to  give  to  Lovrs  Labour  IjomI 
the  t-ame  amount  of  protection  as  to  The 
Temi)eHt  to  I^ar,  Othello,  and  Matrheth, 
but  In  Spenser's  Faery  Quern^  to  Hacoo's 
Nm^ym  Organon  and  De  AugmenlU,  to 
Lord  Clarendon's  llittory^  to  Milton's  Pa^ 
radise  Jjost,  to  Locke's  Esxay  on  Ihv  Hu- 
man Understanding,  to  Dryden's  Fables, 
to  the  whole  of  Addison's  Spectator,  Tatter, 
and  Guardian,  to  Cowper's  7VijrX*,  to 
Hume's  History,  to  Gibbon's  Histwy,  to 
Smith's  IVealth  of  Nations,  to  all  the  poems 
of  Burns*  all  tlie  poems  of  Byron «  and, 
with  the  single  exception  of  IVavvrlvif,  to 
all  the  novels  of  8ir  Walter  Scott :  to  the 
whole  of  these  specimens  of  our  literature 
— which  he  defied  his  noble  Friend  to 
match — to  the  whole  of  these,  his  profiosi- 
tion  would  give  a  longer  term  of  copyright 
than  the  proposition  set  forth  in  the  bill 
now  l)efore  the  Houie.  To  many  of  them, 
and  amongst  them  the  very  greatest,  such 
as  the  Faerff  Quern  and  Paratlise  lAfst, 
his  proposition,  as  compared  with  that  of 
his  noble  Friend,  would  give  an  extension 
of  from  ten  to  fourteen  yeani.  He  thought 
therefore  that  he  had  slioun  this : — first* 
that  his  noble  Friend  proposed  to  distribute 
his  protection  very  unequally,  whilst  he 
projMised  to  distribute  it  equally ;  and,  ne- 
condly,  that  his  noble  Friend's  inequality 
was  an  inequality  on  the  wrong  side,  givinff 
tlie  greater  prottrction  to  the  wont  instead 
of  the  best  class  of  b(N>ks.  Having  e»ta- 
hlished  that  point,  he  did  not  see  how  his 
(Mr.  Macaulay'H)  amendment  was  to  be 
reKisteil.  He  t nought  that  there  were 
other  ailvuntagfs  attarhing  to  the  pro|)o- 
aition  which  he  ventured  to  olFer  to  the 
House,  which  gave  it  a  decidetl  sufie- 
rinrity  over  that  uf  his  noble  Frienil, 
He  cnnc(*ived  that  n|Niii  all  the  principles 
upon  which  |Mtionaf*c  oujvht  in  be  given  to 
literature  hiit  was  the  licitcr  propcMition  of 
the  two.  He  shoulil  therefore  move  that 
ill  the  third  clau>e  of  the  bill  now  liefore 
the  Houm;,  to  leave  out  tin*  worclsi  "twent\- 
tive  years;"  and  in  a  siilisequent  prt  of 
the  same  clause  to  suli>titiite  for  **  twenty- 
eight  yearn."  the  words  •'  forty-twov«'ar»." 
11  the  Houw  adiipte<l  the»e  amendments 
he  thought  it  would  confer  a  great  Inmn 
upon  literature  in  the  most  unex(Tption. 
able  manner,  and  with  the  smallest  possible 
inconvenience  to  the  public. 

Sir  U.  //.  Inglis  said,  no  one  could  ex* 
peic  him,  nor  would  he  for  one  moment 
attempt,  to  follow  the    learned    and  do- 
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quent  speech^  one  liill  of  m  nodi 
as  that  just  delivered — indeod,  duriiy  Ui 
whole  life  he  had  never  known  maj  pMHB 
able  to  follow  such  a  speech  bat  one^  aai 
that  was  his  late  friend  SUr  J.  MadatoA* 
He  was  the  only  man  who,  to  Ua  kaov* 
ledge,  could  have  met  such  an  anaj  of 
names  of  those  eminent  in  lilentnie  m 
had  just  been  laid  before  the  House  ;  bal 
he  did  not  think  it  neoesmy  that  ki 
should  follow  his  right  hon.  Friend  thvongfi 
that  great  and  illustrious  list}  it  wna 
enough  for  him  to  say  that  hb  right  I 
Friend  had  omitted  one  very  proaui 
object  contemplated  by  the  hill  or  his 
Friend,  via.,  the  provision  it  niadn  ftr 


allowing  dying  authors  to  make  pKiWHiBi 
for  those  who  were  dear  to  them  and  WnqS 
they  were  leaving  behind  theou  Bv  ths 
proposition  of  his  right  hon.  FriewC  tks 
author,  in  his  last  moments,  might  hn 
obliged  to  leave  Ids  family  devoid  of  Aift 
provision  which  he  might  have  been  ahle 
to  make  for  them  had  he  turned  bis  alien* 
tion  to  anything  else  than  literature.  Tnhe 
the  cose  of  an  author  surviving  the 
now  allowed  to  him,  and  even  afVer 
the  fourteen  years  which  were  to  be 
ceded  to  him,  still  he  might  be  allfe 
see  the  provision  he  intended  for  his  bmOjf 
snatched  from  him,  while  the  prnjinitilBH 
of  his  noble  Friend  would  letfe  nun  Ihn 
right  of  bequeathing  the  property  he  WA 
created  by  the  exertion  of  his  mind  in  ihn 
same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  propeity  nn* 
quired  in  a  diflTemit  way.  His  right  ben» 
Friend  had  forgotten  the  concurrent  eon* 
duct  cm  this  point  of  every  civilised  euuntiy, 
except  Austria,  in  Kurope^— he  mi^t  mff 
of  the  world,  for  America  had  alwaji  tn» 
cognised  the  right  of  the  author  in  Ihn 
priNhictions  of  his  mind.  Such  coneumni 
testimcmy,  if  it  did  nothing  more,  at  dl 
events  justified  the  presumption  that  hil 
noble  Friind  was  not  so  very  far  wmng 
HH  his  riplit  hon.  Friend  had  insinualan! 
But  his  right  hon.  Friend  had  oraitlnl  n 
whole  class  of  cases — with  the  n^iyptHM 
of  Sir  Walter  Scott  he  had  wholly  omlttel 
the  authors  of  the  day,  and  he  also  belietei 
that  with  that  single  exception  none  of  the 
present  writers  ever  sold  their  oopyrigfatt 
if  there  was  one  other  exception,  he  ^ 
made  it  his  first  object  afterwards  to 
cover  possession  of  it  again,  if  at  all  withfai 
his  power.  He  was  astonished  at  the  oasie* 
sion  of  the  whole  of  the  authors  of  the 
present  day  from  the  catalogue  of  his  right 
hon.  Friend.  I'here  were  three  iilustrioue 
living  authors.  Wordsworth. Campbeliy 
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Southey.    If  luch  m  bill  ii  that  firopoted 
hj  hii  rigbl  hon.  Friend  were  iNMMsd,  ther 
would  be  unable  to  derire  that  benefit  frnm 
their  literary  laboura  which  all  clanet  would 
join  in  laying  they  deserved.     He  would 
venture  to  anune  that  all  were  united  in 
the  feeling  that  full  justice    and   every 
liberality  ought  to  he  awarded  to  the  living 
litereture  or  England  and  those  who  had 
recently  departed.    The  proposition  of  his 
noble  Friend  would  better  meet  the  claims 
of  the  three  authors  whom  he  had  named 
than   that  of  his  right   hoo.  Friend— by 
the  former  a  longer  interval  would  elapse* 
during  which  their  works  would  receive 
protection.    The  great  poems  of  Sou  they — 
some  of  the  greatest  of  Wordsworth — all 
CampbelFs  greatest  works,  and  with  equal 
confidence  Rogers's  great  works,  to  all  of 
these  his  noble  Friend's  bill  woukl  give  a 
protection,  which  would  be  denied  them  by 
that  of  his  right  hon.  Friend.     The  /Vea* 
sum  of  Memory  was  published  in   1 796, 
but  by  the  propositioo  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  copjmght  of  that  eicellcnt  poem 
would  cease  on  the  day  they  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  loae  Mr.  Rogers.     Again,  in  the 
case  of  the  copyright  of  Sir  w.  Scott's 
poems,  the  copyri^t,  supposing  he  were 
still  alive,  would  cease  in  ten  years ;  but, 
if  his  noble  Friend's  proposition  were  agreed 
to,  they  would  remain  in  the  possession  of 
hit  family  for  an  entire  geoention.     It 
was  certainly  in  favour  of  the  proposition 
of  his  noble  Friend  that  in  spirit  it  had 
been  adopted    in   every   civilised   nation 
throughout  the  world,  with  the  one  excep- 
tion of  Austria.     Sudi  had  been  the  pro- 
gress of  opinion  in  France,  that  the  pro- 
position to  extend  the  copyright  to  thirty 
yean  had  been  carried  in  one  Chamber. 
In  Prussia  the  cop3rright  now  extended  to 
thirty  years;  in  Belgium  twenty  years i  in 
France  twenty  years;   but   in  Spain,  in 
Denmark,  in  Sweden,  and  in  Norway,  it 
was  perpetual.     He  could  undentand  the 
latter  pmpoaition,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it 
was  a  much  more  reasonable  one  than  taking 
any  fractional  term  whatever.     He  eould 
appreciate  the  demand  made  by  the   po> 
litical  economists  for  what  thev  called  a 

« 

free- trade  in  litereture ;  on  the  other  hand, 
he  could  more  fullv  appreciate  that  propo- 
sition which  would  give  perpettial  protec- 
tion in  the  emanations  of  the  brain :  but  he 
confessefl  he  could  not  understand  why  any 
precise  period,  be  It  twenty-eight  years  or 
be  it  forty- two  years,  should  be  a  just  limit 
for  the  protection  either  to  cease  or  tooon- 
liBue.    But,  knowing  the  slate  of  public 


opinion  in  tUi  country,  and  knowing  that 
because  of  that  opinioD  he  ooold  not  obtain 
what  ho  thought  the  abstract  justice  of  the 
case  demanded,  he  consented  to  aceept  of 
that  protection  which,  in  hb  opinion,  would 
most  tend  to  the  benefit  of  authon.  His 
right  hon.  Friend  had  argued  that  the  pro* 
position  of  his  noble  Friend  would  aflbrd 
the  greatest  protection  to  the  weakest  con- 
ceptions of  authors,  but  that  argument 
would  not  stand,  fur  if  a  book  were  not 
good  all  the  extension  of  copyright  would 
prove  wholly  useless.  Let  lum.  Memhen 
remember  they  were  taxing  only  those  who 
were  themselves  willing  to  pay  the  tax» 
for  only  those  oould  encourage  literature. 
He  was  not  fond  of  quoting  the  example 
of  Russia,  either  in  point  of  litereture  or 
policy,  still,  when  they  found  that  no 
country,  however  barbarous,  admitting  all 
that  had  been  ever  said  against  that  na« 
tion— when  they  found  Rutua  aSbrding 
that  protection  which  they  were  now 
sacking,  was  it  not  a  disgrace  to  an  en- 
lightened nation.^  Under  those  circum- 
stances he  felt  that  he  would  be  diseharg* 
inff  his  duty  by  accepting  that  proportion 
which  came  nearest  his  own  wishes,  and 
that  was  the  one  proposed  by  his  oobU 
Friend.  He  saw  that  the  bon.  Geotlemaa 
upposite(Mr.  Wakley)  was  prepared  to  argue 
the  whole  matter;  but  ne  trusted  tCay 
would  not  again  hear  thoaa  argumeota 
which  had  hmtofore  been  used,  bvt  treat 
the  mattar,  not  upon  the  grounds  of  po* 
litical  economy,  but  on  those  of  juitiet* 
The  protection  they  asked  for  authon  was 
very  slight,  and  he  trusted  no  one  in  that 
House— -he  knew  few  out  of  it — would 
grudge  it  He  would  with  much  pleasure 
vote  with  his  noble  Friend. 

Mr.  Hakiey  felt,  that  there  waaacarody 
an  enemy  to  attack  or  to  oppose  at  any 
rate,  if  one  had  presented  himielf  in  front, 
he  had  done  so  with  so  little  aamiuiitaun 
as  scarcely  to  call  for  a  shot  in  return.  Tlie 
noble  Lord  had  made  a  most 


but  it  did  not  contain  one  argument  in  sup- 
port of  the  proposition  he  made  to  toe 
House :  he  had  utterly  failed  to  make  out 
his  case;  he  had  shown  no  aeceasity  for 
any  alteration  of  the  law  of  copyright.  He 
had  failed  to  sustain  his  statenenu  by  any 
aUegatioQ  of  fiKts  showing  a  oeoassity  tat 
interference,  and  was  the  Houre,  merely 
because  the  sympathy  of  the  nohle  Lmd. 
had  been  acted  upon  by  soore  aentif  tal 
persons  out  of  doora»  was  the  Houaa  on 
that  mere  ground  to  interfere  with  tha 
literature  of  tha  people?    Had  the  aeUt 
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Lord  adduced  any  fact  to  show  the  neces- 
sity for  any  such  interference  ?      He  had, 
indeed,  stated  that  some  authors  had  pe- 
titioned that  House  for  an  alteration  of 
the  law  of  cop3rright«  But  who  were  they  ? 
Were  they  authors  who  had  been  under- 
naid^  and  who  had  a  right  to  come  to  the 
House  and  complain  ?    If  a  committee  of 
the  House  were  granted,  he  was  prepared 
to  show  that  within  the  last  forty  years  the 
authors  had  received  sums  alti^^her  un- 
exampled   in    the    history   of   literature. 
Why,  Sir  Walter  Scott  had  himself  re- 
ceived  upwards  of  250,000/.  for  his  literary 
laboun ;  where  was  there  anything  equal 
to  that  in  the  olden   times?     He  would 
ask  whether  a  reading  public  could  be 
created  by  act  of  Parliament  ?  and  further, 
he  would  ask  what  had  brought  authors 
such  immense  rewards?     It  was  not  litera- 
ture alone.     In  all  the  arguments  they  had 
heard  that  night,  or  upon  any  former  occa- 
sions, they  had  never  heard  anything  in 
rnpect  of  the  labours  of  the  man  of  science. 
Where  would  authors  be  had  it  not  been 
for  the  introduction  of  printing  by  Caxton 
in  1464  ?     It  was  in  consequence  of  the 
introduction  of  that  art  that  authors  had 
received  such  immense  rewards,     lie  saw 
in  the  oooduct  of  certain  parties  who  were 
constantly  dinning   that   House,  the  real 
degradation  of  literature;    never    before 
was  it  so  degraded  as  by  the  frequent  ap- 
plications to  that  House  for  further  pro- 
tection. Let  them  recollect  that  there  were 
millions  of  people  to  be  instructed,  to  be 
amused,  and  enlightened ;  were  they  to 
forget  the  influence  which    reading  had 
upon  the  mind  ?   Committees  had  sat  upon 
the  same  subject  in  1813  and  in  1818.    In 
the  latter  year  an  addition  of  fourteen  years 
was  made  to  the  then  copyright,  and  he 
was  very  sorry  to  bear  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    the   Member  for  Edinburgh 
now  proposed  a  further  extension  of  four- 
teen years.     He  was  sorry  for  it,  because 
he  was  afraid  it  would  operate  to  the  in- 
jury of  the  uublic     The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  gone  through  a  long  cata- 
logue of  authors,  and  had  reminded  the 
House  of  works    produced  by   the  most 
powerful  intellect,  which  would  maintain 
a  station  in  literature  to  the  latest  posterity. 
Was  it  expected  that  they  would  get  better 
works  than  those  to  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  referred  under  the 
new  law  ?  Those  works  were  produced,Ict  it 
be  observed^at  a  time  when  authors  were  wor- 
shipping something  of  a  more  estimable  cha- 
racter than  the  molten  calf;    they   were 


now  paying  thdr  devotkma 

pelf— they  were  seeking  to 

of  avarice.     ["  Ok»  oA  /  *'] 
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such  was  the  fact    Why  d 
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tion  as  was  proposed  to  I 

by  the  bill  of  the  noUe  1 
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recompense  for  their  laboui 

they  not  satisfied  with  the  i 

by  such  men  as  Milton,  Bai 

and  Locke  ?     Could  not  th 

present  day  be  stimulated  t 
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they  were  allowed  to  thi 

into  the  pockets  of  the  peo] 
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sion  of  copyright  for  thd 
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Id  treating  with  an  authi 
of  copyright,  should  you  g 
twenty-eight  years,  now  ab 
to  authors,  than  you  wouk 
of  fourteen  years,  as  forn 
think  I  should,  because  then 
upon  the  copyright  of  whici 
for  its  extending  to  twenty- 
chance  that  a  book  will  sur 
teen  years  is  so  small  that 
the  twenty-eight  years'  certa 
generality  of  works  would  1 
able  roe  to  increase  tlie  tei 
Generally  speaking,  there  ar 
reputation  extends  beyond  i 
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%M  to  render  tticm  a  valuable  prnpfrty  nfior 
that  iir-rioil.  Arc  yuu  not  uware  thui  iii  IHM 
ll    MJi    I  lii^iili  rril    4   i;rr.it    pmlil,   t«ir    \»t.ii)i 

err!  i;:.!v  '  T-i  tl-i'  .Mr.  ^^.^rr^\  rii-lii!  -  1 
ihtiik    il   ua^   H'l  (    ii^iili-ri-(],  l->il  I  (!-•  Ik  t  ■ 


mill  Htupiil,  anil  mi'ii«triiii«ly  iinjiMt.  bccauM* 
they  Will] 111  iiitt  1»uy  thi'  vii^iliir  irmk^ 
wliii  il  tliiw  :tiitlii>r«  li:iil  piilili  Ki  il.  Now, 
Im*  pitiiil  m:Ji  v.itLiini;  auti.nr^ .  it  Wiit 
i^ii-.itly  til  Ih  ilr]il  in  1  ih.it  tiny  li.ul  n  >  f>ir 
iiiiM'.iii  iil.iti  .1  till  ir  oivii  |ii\virH,  i>[  ilio 
List'-    I  t    till'   ]  ulilir.    ;i«  til  li.ivr  •.lltT.i^'til  in 


:  ,  .    .  I  I  i>iir<ui:H  ulihli   li.ul  tiirintl  nut   ^i  iii'.imi- 

lii  •!■    I    wi^   i«lir  ••!    |li"ir  »Im'  «•  :••  *riv  '«•  *'-:■,  .  ■,  i  i     i  -     i  i-     i  i  « 

.       i    .    ,    ".       .  ^.     !i!il»iv.     liutiiiiiM  till*  U"  rtiiKilu-il  liv  mt 

roij%   ot  lint  •  Alin"  iin       t  jh    \'hi    I -nu     ifiv  ,,     ,  -      •»       i  i      i  i     *     i 

(aiiuUiu.n    u|,..i    il.r  .»,.»!..  .•H..r.    nialiM.k     •»    I  .iiiumrul .'     Wi.uM   th.-y    n  iuKt    tlio 


liating    u    Hj'.i'    .ifti  r    iIm     iiiti-nI    ••(    t>'irtiiti 
yi'li*  II  i'\|iiri  ll  '—Tin-  .t\cr.ii;i   nf  th.ii.i  i  h  ,%. 

th^t     It    \«iilii'l    Il'>l     lllVi-    .HIS     'ill-     liiyilnl    lilt- I 

riurlcrii  \i  «r%.      I'l  rl.J|l^  I  %li<>iiM  o.i>  :!i  il  i!i>  I 
avrr.tp;!'  uuuM   lic  .itnuil  niw  in  J  huiitin  il  tK.il  | 
WiitiKl    \*v   liVi  Iv  tn  rriJiii  ariv  v.ilu*-  nf  ii>i>v- 
ficlii    after   thf!   Iir^t    fourti.L'ii    )i.ar«  It  i J   t'\* 
piicJ 

AH  the  uthcr   witnrs««*4  (-niiririiu-il   this 
Sktutriiii'iit.     Thi'y  wiTr  uf  opininii  thiit  thr 
(iipyri^ht  of  nut   mon*  than  ciic  LihiL  in 
UK),  or  oiu'  in  wvcntv,  wmilil  !»••  v:ilii.ihli- 
ftfti-r  thf  tint  fmirtrcn  \i-jr^  IkhI  t  xpirnl. 
["  He*r.  •]     Thihon.  lianmct  (Sir  \i.  Iii- 
fg\i>)  cht'crctl  thi!«  (iliMrrvatinn.     If  la*   iiii- 
tU-PitiicNl  the  ar^iinifnt  of  iltt-  hon.  |{,iri)iit-t, 
it  \v.i«  thit,  "  (livi*  a  mpyri^ht  fur  u  lunp-r 
(K-rioJ  than  i!«  nnw  allnwiHl,  ami   ymi   uiU 
incrcuM:    the   iiiimUT   nf    rt-ally    valuahlr 
books,  yini  will  cnoMinif^  litcnturc.  uiul 
ytm  will  impnivi'  the  iniiitlii  nf  the  peopU*." 
The  lloiiM',  th(*n,  was  a»kril  tn  legislate  fur 
the  one  ram-,  not  for  the  ninety-nine,    l-'nun 
hiic  ex|M.Tiencc,  he  was  coiivineed  that  mm 
were  not    generally    an\ioii«    ax    (n  what 
might  (K-eur  after  they  hail  it>a.M>d  tn  exi^t. 
There   wxs  no  doubt  men  were  dc^iroii^  to 
obtain  a  lasting  npntation.  hul  they  uislud 
til  obtain    the  bcMiefits  and  ad%'antagr*i  of 
that  n'putatimi  during  thiir  own  livis     It 
migbt  hap|icn  luimetiaiu.*  that  a  gtntlrm.in 
would  !uiy,  ^*  I   will  plant  Muh  a  hill  tor 
the  benefit  of  my  youngest  Min ,    it  is  a 
nndy  Mn\,  fir*  will  grow  well  njxjn  it,  and 
it  may  produee  him  a  fortune."     lUit,  in 
such  a  case,  was  not  the  Ctcntli'man  aw.irc 
that  a  plantation  of  that  liml   might  fur* 
nijdi  a  cuver  for  pime  ?    And  diil  it   m^t 
enter  his  i-alculations  that,  though  his  pn*- 
ject  might  prove  beneficial  to  h'\>  nflVpring. 
it  would  not  prnve  unpnxluctive  of  :id%Mii- 
tagc  to  himself  r  \Va.<^  tlan*.  ho  would  a^k, 
any  mucity  in  the  niinilx  r  of  work«  pro 


piiMii-  anxious  til  punliav  smhu-tiikshy 
^ivmi;  tlii'  author  an  i  Xilis^ivt-  copyright 
tiT  tiTtv  vrar<k  llcnuild  nut  fofgit  uhut 
ii.iil  Urn  di'iie  in  this  muntrv  )iv  n;i  ii  of 
Slit  nil*.  Till-  nohli'  liord  (Lord  Mahun) 
had  tiiigottinMuh  men;  thr  ht>n.  lUnmet 
!iad  toigiiiun  tlieni  ;  Mr.  Si-rgeant  Tal- 
tiMinl  had  >|M>kfn  of  thi-iii  an  |HTs«in«i  not 
drM-rviiig  much  considiTulinn  in  tl.ut  House. 
What  w.L^  .1  hntik  but  an  invention  '  A 
jhit t.  .uvnnling  til  tiie  origin  of  the  word^ 
was  a  makiT^a  maniifaiturrr  ilc  would 
likr  to  know  why  a  distimtion  was  madu 
In'twern  thr  nirn*  Imokwriirht  and  the  pm- 
ducrr  of  othiT  ill vi-nt ions  r  j^iHik  at  Jrtiner, 
the  diMiiVrrrr  of  vaceination.  t  ould  they 
roniparr  anything  iiiodem  authors  had  done 
witli    that  disToviTV  }   It  had  resciicil  hiin- 

m 

dmls  of  thuu stands  «if  human  beings  from 
death,  it  hail  i^aved  millions  from  distortion. 
I  Wit  did  the  dc^vndants  of  Jennrr  rume  tii 
the  lloUM'  iietitioning  for  reward  in  eunMr. 
quence  of  the  diM*ovfry  of  their  aineMor.^ 
lie  tailed  u|Nm  the  Hnuw  to  look  at  the 
other  disiY)Verie>  in  medical  sciencv — in  that 
pnit'ensinn  to  which  he  hail  the  honour  tii 
Uiong.  and  to  roii tun  plate  the  U'nctits  of 
whii-h  thfy  had  Uin  proiluitive  to  the 
public.  Sup|NiM.*  that  Jenner,  after  liis  dis- 
iiivi  ry  of  \ai-L-iii.ition,  had  oiKTati-d,  but 
had  published  nu  ai  count  uf  tht-  discovery  ; 
HUp|MiM-  that  anothiT  individual  had  pr  in  till 
in  a  lnMik  a  di-icription  of  that  scieiux'.  ami 
had  piiMishLil  it  to  the  world  ;  they  would 
give  to  the  publisher  iif  that  work  an  exdu- 
mvl-  right  to  the  ail  vantages  aciTuing  from 
it»  Side  for  forty- two  years,  while  to  Dr. 
Jritnrr,  thr  invintor,  no  protection  was  ex* 
tended.  Ill-  would  direct  their  attention 
to  thi*  diseover^'  of  the  rirrulation  of  the 
Itlikwl  hv  llarver.  What  had  anv  aiithi»rs 
done  that  could  lie  eiimjiared  with  that  dis- 
iiivery  •     If  he  were  dLsfioscil  to  gn  into 


duoLil  in  the  present  day  ^   If  they  applied    this  sub|ect,  he  miiiht  call  upcm  the  House 


in  ratemoster.niw,  or  at  Mr.  Tliomas 
Tcgg*s.  in  (')iea|4ide.  tn  whom  he  hail  aU 
Iiidetl  on  a  f< inner  occasion,  thev  mit;lit  ol>* 
lain  plenty  of  publiiations,  and  at  a  vny 
reawnable  ratr.  Thrrf  were  many  aiithof  s 
who  thought    the  public  remarkably  dull 

VOL.  Lxi.  {2:::} 


to  ciintc-mplati'  the  di«ieovenes  of  llippo- 
cr.Uis.  Hunter,  Sydenham,  and  many 
others,  wliiisv  names  bod  shi-d  a  histrr  on 
their  firofessiim.  The  Hoiim*  was  now 
lallol  ii]»tii  to  legislate  for  the  ra*  re  writer, 
the  thniwcr  together  uf  letters,  the  recur* 
2  Y 
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der  of  foeti ;  they  were  called  upon  to  do 
honour  to  such  a  man,  to  grant  him  exclu- 
sive advantages,  while  such  scientific  men 
as  he  had  named  received  no  protection  for 
their  diNooveries.     The  advantages  confer- 
red upon  the  humun  race  by  many  of  the 
discoveries  in  medical  science  were  really 
enormous.     Witness  many  of  the  opera- 
tions performed  upon  the  human  body.  He 
might  mention  the  operation  of  cataract  for 
blindness.     An  instrument  had  been  de- 
rised  by  human  ingenuity  and   research, 
which  was  carried  absolutely  into  the  globe 
of  the  eye,  a  lens  was  removed,  an  opaque 
body  was  discharged,  and  the  sufferer  again 
beheld  the  light  of  heaven.     And  yet  the 
names  of  those  who  had  produced  such  in- 
Tentiona  were  hardly  known  }  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  originators  of  these  great  and 
masterly  discoveries,  it  was  necessary  to 
look  through  pages  and  volumes  of  history. 
He  askeil  them  to  contemplate  the  case  of 
a  man  who,  by  falling  from  a  height,  frac- 
tured the  mansion  which  enclosed  his  brain. 
He  recollected  one  case  of  this  nature  which 
the  House  would  eicuse  him  for  relating. 
A  farmer  fell  from  a  cart  containing  a  load 
of  hay,  and  fractured  his  skull ;   he  was 
taken  home  speechless,  motionless,  insensi- 
ble, and  to  all  appearance  dead.  His  family, 
a   wife  and  nine  children,  believed  that 
every  moment  would  terminate  the  suffer- 
ing%  of  the  unfortunate  man.     A  surgeon 
with  whom  he  was  then  residing  was  sent 
for,  and  attended.   The  surgeon  found  that 
there  was  a  depression  of  the  bones.     He 
introduced  an   elevator,  raised  the  bone 
which  pressed  upon  the  brain,  and  in  less 
than  five  minutes  the  man  was  able  to  sit 
up  in  bed  to  receive  the  caresses  of  his  wife 
and  children.  Who,  then,  was  the  inventor 
of  the  instrument  which  had  in  this  case 
been  used  with  such  beneficial  effect  ?     He 
m  ht  say  he  was  not  unacquainted  with 
th®  history  of  his  profesKion,  and  yet  he 
declared   he  did   not  know  to  whom  the 
honour  of  that  invention  belonged.     The 
profesMon  of  the  men  who  had  made  these 
discoveries  was  not,  like  that  of  those  en- 
gaged ill  literary  avocations,  one  of  plea- 
sure, or  unalloyed  by  danger.     Where  did 
they  seek  the  information  and  experience 
which  enabled  them  to  confer  these  bless- 
ings on  the  human  race  ?     At  the  bedside 
of  the  sick,  of  the  feverish,  of  the  dying, 
of  tho>e  afflicted  with  contagious  diseases. 
Nay,  after  life  had   forsaken  the  patient, 
these  men  were  compelled  to  pursue  in  the 
charnel-house  those   investigations  which 
would  enable  them  to  acquire  the  infonna- 


tion  they  needed.    Did  thei 

that  House  to  implore  its  pi 

they  were  glad  to  contnli 

of  their  investigations  for 

their  fellow-creaturea*     It 

now  and  then,  that  a  aordi 

unmindful  of  his  obligatioi 

creature  anxious  only  to  p 

pecuniary  interest,— told  it 

had  some  secret   remedy  i 

disease  which  he  would  no 

how  did  the  hon.  and  higl 

hers  of  the  profession  rega 

They  set  him  down  as  a  < 

cable  quack,  unworthy  tc 

honourable  men ,  they  too 

spurned  him ;  they  scoflTe 

treated  him  with  contem; 

not  acknowledge  him  as  a 

her  of  the  profession.     Bu 

ask,  was  done  with  the  qui 

with  the  man  who  caUied 

and  who  had  got  one  idea, 

out  through  500  pages  ? 

*M  am  a  poet ;  1  have  pi 

I  think  it  such  an  admii 

that  I  consider  the  worl 

guinea  for  eveiy  copy ;  as 

my  friend  Sergeant   Tal 

my  publication  by  statute. 

fact ;  he  could  prove  it,  ii 

had  in  his  hand  a  spedmei 

it  was  his  intention  to  re 

It  was  curious  to  see  boi 

thon  were  with  the  protec 

them.     It  was  impossible 

appointed  author.      In 

organ  of   love   of  appro 

strongly  developed,  and  t 

esteem  was  also  very  larg 

reluctant  to  quote  the  8[ 

he  had  mentioned;  but 

pester  the  House  with  pel 

him  for  one,  they  must  b 

the  consequences.  The  pc 

to  quote  was  called  exqi 

work  had  lately  been  pu 

Book  of  Poets  ;  it  conta 

comprising  selections  frm 

brated  living  poets ;  cons 

cimens  it  contained  were 

curious  fact,  that  so  favoi 

isting  law  to  the  interest 

one  individual,  twenty-eij 

pnxluctions  were  copied 

1 ,000  pages,  had  appliec 

Chancery  for  an  injuncti 

sale  of  the  volume,  and  I 

affidavit  that  he  believed 

of  twenty-eight  pages  of 
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lict*n  printed  in  chi«  btiiik  wouM  injiirr  llu* 
juilr  (if  liu  I  itrmlnl  w<irL4.  It  nii^lit  have 
Uvii  sii|i|iiNHtl.  if  till*  tiimploK  p%'t  II  ill  ih( 
UmiI  (ii  whitli  hv  hul  alliKUnl,  wrn*  ^•«h( 
uiiil  inti-rikhn^,  tliry  wmilii  Iij«v  trinUtl  (n 
|)n>iiiiiti'  tlu'  .s:ili*  ol'  thr  Alitliur'k  w^uk^  :  liiit 
(hr  uiithiir  liiiniclt'  thiiii;:lit  he  wnuhl  U' 
iiijnri-il  liy  thi  ir  |*iiMiniti4»ii.  'I  In-  i-itnu  t^ 
111*    WjH   uImiuI    III   rrjtl  I'*   tin-  llmiMr   U-in* 

fmin  tlu*  uorkiiof  «  very  ili.«(iii^ui«hctl  piict, 
Mr.  WDrdi  worth.  1  hit  roiirM.*  hat  I  liLtrii 
I'urroil  ii|Niii  him.  lie  hail  m-vt  r  ilniu'uiiy 
thihf;  of  the  kinil  lufnn- ;  hut  ^iirriy,  if 
hiui.  (frntK'iucii  wen*  un&iiiii»  to  ^ivc  uii 
vxteniliti  |tr4it4inioti  to  Mithorv,  ihcy  iniiM 
nut  ohjert  to  hear  what  wen:  I  hi:  kiiul  of 
worki  which  tliey  |)ni|iiiMtl  to  protLt-t. 
'Ilie  tirKt  poem  he  would  ri*iid  wiu  t-niiileil 
iMuisa  :  — 

**  I  met  |jnui»  in  llic  ihsdc. 
And.  tiaviog  Men  that  loveli  iiuij, 

^\  hy  «houl«l  I  f»ar  to  say 
'lliat  ftbe  II  ruddy,  iletrl,  3i:d  kiron;!. 
And  duwn  tbc  roik^  can  Ivap  alun^, 

l^ke  nvuli-ti  in  M^y  .' 

**  And  site  liaih  smilrk,  to  earth  ui'knovin, 
Smiles  that.  With  niutiun  uf  then  uwii. 

Do  ipn-od,  and  iiuk,  uiid  n^v. 
That  come  and  go,  wiih  cndlevi  pUy, 
And,  ewr,  a^  they  paM  awa\, 

Are  hidden  in  her  tye«. 

"  She  Ui\M  her  %itv,  h«r  cotta^'c  homp, 
Yet  o'er  the-  muorlani!  will  «hc  ruam 

lo  weather  rou^h  ami  bleak  ; 
And  when,  afaiott  the  wind,  the  •Iraini, 
O,  niifht  I  kifti  the  mountain  rajni 

lliat  iparkle  on  her  cheik  I 

"  Take  :ill  that's  mine  benciih  the  nio<»n, 
If  1  with  her  but  half  a  noon 

May  »it  iNrnealh  thi  wall* 
Of  tone  ohi  cave,  or  niotiy  nwA. 
When  up  the  wind*  .itoiiK  the  brook 

Tu  hunt  the  waterfalU.'* 

Thi!*   Wik4    a   1^*01  !      He    aniin-d    the 
Houte  he  did  not  read  these  extrai-ta  with 
any  invidioiK    purpiHe.     No   man  enter- 
imined  a  higher  m|iert  for  Mr.  Wordiiwnrth  I 
than   he  dul ;  but  if  the  IIoum;  wa*  pre- 
pu«d  to  fpvo  protection  to  worki  crmtAin-  ' 
ing  matter  of  thiu  devription,  he  diil  ctm»  i 
lend  that  men  of  viencc,  who  had  confened 
the  higheat  ble«ingi  on  the  human  race, 
had  a  strong  claim  im  the  l^ilaiuiv,  and 
some  pniteriimi  ought  certainly  to  be  be. 
mowed  upon   them.     The  neat   poem  he 
would  read  was  addremcd   To  a  iiuiier^ 

**  I've  wall  hed  you  now  a  full  half-hoar, 
Seirpoited  upon  that  \ellow  riowtr. 
And,  little  tiuttenty  !  indeed 
I  hoAwaot  if  «o«aitepor  iMd.  I 


How  rontiniile^i l-^Nnt  frojcn  sia« 
Ml  ire  niotiuiiii'M  I  ainl  ilipii 
\^*||J|  ji>^  aH.iii«  you,  when  tl>f  hrrrrp 
ll.itli  liiijn<l  \iMi  mil  ainnrii;  the  lri.e*, 
And  •  .ilU  )ou  forth  nKiiii  I 

'*  *l  lii^  pliir  of  on  hunl  gfnund  i%  nur«  ; 
I       Mv  iri'CH  ilii  >  art-  .  inv  «i«irr'i  tliiwrr«  , 
III n  test  Viiur  Win^«  whrn  they  are  neary  ; 
lli-ti  lik«1k*f ,  a«  in  a  •anctujrv  ! 
t  itiii   «>llrri  III  (i«,  fcai  nn  wioii;;, 

Sil  iii-ai  (M  on  ilir  liough  1 
\Wll  talk  of  %un«hiiie  ami  <if  ^uiiy, 
Ami  %iimnK'i  da)«  win  it  we  wrre  )oiingy 
SMn  1 1  hil>iMh  fhiy^,  that  Wfw  at  lung 

As  iwi-niy  da) I  arc  now.*' 

If  thi-y  ;;uve  u  |HH-t  an  evening  sky, 
dfw,  daiie*,  niu^s,  und  .i  rivuirt,  he 
iiiii»ht  iiiakL'  u  viTV  reniKt'tahh*  purm. 
Why.  iiriybmly  might  do  it.  [*' An  him. 
Miwfut  ixdtiiimil,  tnr  it. "  1  Tr^'  it  f 
he  hid  trii'd  it.  And  there  snt  an  hoii. 
(vtntlrmun,  who  w;u  a  |Niet  of  the  first 
water.  (The  hon.  Member  for  Pontefrart). 
lie  thought,  however,  a  ini'mlier  of  Micietj 
might  tniplny  his  talents  in  much  bttter 
.idvuiitugt-  than  in  the  (*iim|Hnitioii  of  such 
prodiiitiunA  3LS  hv  had  (|Uoti.iiI.  Who  nmld 
iiol  htring  surh  linen  togi*ther  by  th« 
huihcl  y  He  niuld  write  them  by  the  mile. 
II (-re  was  anuthirr  specimen  :— 7*Ar  «S7(r(- 
Ikne. 

**  I  beard  a  stock-dove  ting  or  say 
lilt  homely  tale,  ihii  very  day  ; 
lilt  voice  was  buried  among  treev, 
Vft  to  be  come  at  by  the  brecie. 
He  did  not  retse,  but  coo*d  and  roo'd. 
And  somewhat  pensively  ht  woo'd, 
lie  tang  of  love  with  (|uiet  Mtndingi 
Slow  to  begin  and  never  ending  ; 
( U  serious  faith  and  inward  glee, — 
Tfui  was  the  song,  tlie  ftong  for  me." 

Now,  when  authors  mich  as  thi«;  caoM 
to  that  Mouse  and  asked  for  an  csteniion 
of  copy  right,  he  in  return  askvil  the  Mem* 
hen  of  that  I  louse  in  their  sober  and  calm 
judgment,  if  they  believed  any  act  of  Par- 
luiiieiit  they  could  frame  would  ever  give 
to  such  authors  a  pecuniary  advantage,  liut 
suiifMim:  they  omild  give  aa  author  an  ad- 
vantage, cwgfat  they  not  to  rceollect  ihat 
there  was  a  public— that  there  wasapcopls 
whom  they  were  called  upon  lo  instnicl^ 
and  would  they  give  to  an  author  the  right 
uf  •diuilttig  up  hit  ideas*  and  nuking  nii 
Uiok  a  chiacd  book  to  the  people  for  forty 
or  fifty  years .'  What  did  oommon  sense 
wy  P  As  toon  aa  a  thing  was  discoveird, 
if  it  were  calculated  to  benefit  the  people, 
it  iHiglit  to  be  beaiowed  upon  them,  if  it 
could  be  si>  without  injury  tu  tlie  invenicir* 
Iliat  was  the  principie  on  which  they 
ought  to  act.  But  waa  that  the  priadple 
2  Y2 
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on  which  they  acted  ?    They  propoied  to 
give  a  right  to  authors  to  publirii  their  own 
books  for  forty -two  years.    Was  that  the 
case  with  reg^  to  inventions  ?     The  in- 
ventor took  out  a  patent  for  fourteen  years, 
if  his  invention  were  one  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  public,  and  he  were  discontented 
with  the  profits  he  had  made,  he  had  the 
privilege  of  going  before  the  Judicial  Com. 
mittee  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  asking 
for  an  extension  of  the  patent,  and  if  the 
Judicial   Committee   thought   his  request 
reasonable  they  could  give  an  extension  of 
•even  years  to  bis  patent  right.    Why  was 
not  a  similar  principle  adopted  as  to  books. 
If  the  object  were  one  of  great  intellectual 
exertion,  what  mattered  it  whether  the  in- 
dividual impressed  his  mind  upon  papers 
or  upon  metals  ?     In  each  case  there  was 
the  same  amount  of  intellectual  labour; 
nay,  in  the  exact  sciences  everybody  knew 
there  was  much  more  intellectual  labour 
and  precision  required  than  in  writing  such 
poetry  as  he  had  read  ;  there  must  be  nicc- 
ness  of  calculation;   no  ''poetic  license" 
was  allowed,  but  everything  must  be  per- 
fect in  shape  and  form,  and  fit  for  examin- 
ation by  the  world.     And  see  the  advantage 
bestowed  by  scientific  men  on  the  country. 
Mere  literary    works  conferred    no  such 
benefits.     And  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
the  men  of  the  greatest  literary  attainments 
were  not  the  men  who  came  and  asked  for 
the  interference  of  that  House.     Had  the 
noble  Lord  communicated  with  Sir  John 
Herschell  on  the  subject?      p'ViHcount 
Mahon :  No^  I  have  not."]]    The  name  of  j 
Herschell   was   not  insignificant  in   tliis ! 
country ;  it  was  a  national  name,  it  was  ] 
known  all  over  the  globe.     Take  his  ccio-  ' 
brated  work  on  astronomy  and  class  it  with  ' 
your  poetical  works;  did  he  say  that  lite-  i 
rary  men  were  not  adequately  rewarded  ? 
he  was  sorrv  to  see  the  course  the  House 
was  disposed  to  take  on  this  question  ;  he 
was  convinced  the  proposed  measure  would  ■ 
be  a  great  injury  to  the  community.     The  ; 
peopfe  of  this  country  required  amusement  ' 
and  instruction.     The  gaols  were  filled 
with  men  who  could  not  read  and  write ;  ' 
was  this  the  way  to  improve  the  mass  of 
the  ))opulation— by  giving  to  authors  an  ■ 
exclusive  right  of  publishing  their  own  ' 
books,  and,  of  courscy  at  their  own  price ;  ' 
and  everybody  knew  they  did  not  make  a  ■ 
very  moderate  estimate  of  their  own  at-  | 
tainmcnts  and  productions.     If  the  House 
would  permit  him,  he  would  mention  the 
price  of  some  of  the  cheapest  copyright  books 
and  their  price  after  the  copyright  was  ex-  j 


pired.  HumeandSmoUett'a 
land,  at  the  cheapest  copy 
published  at  3/.  l(k. :  at  tl 
copyright  price,  it  was  pul 
Robertson's  historical  wc 
lished,  at  the  copyright  p 
afterwards  at  1/.;  Tytlei 
History,  first  published  at 
copyright  expired,  at  4s. 
went  on.  Scott's  Laii  M 
lished,  at  the  original  cq 
21.  2s.,  and  it  had  been  sol 
in  a  neatly  printed  form  a 
mion,  first  published  at  I 
been  sold  to  the  public  at 
Rome,  published  at  6/.  Ss 
duced  to  18^.,  the  non-< 
Paley's  works,  published  a 
sold  at  7s.  Gd.  Pope's  wa 
duced  from  8/.  14^.,  the  • 
to  9s.  The  Spectator,  i 
lOs.  6d,',  and  JoknmCs  1 
ZL  3i.  to  2i.  6dL  Every  n 
delighted  at  this.  An  afi 
made  to  the  distress  of  Dr. 
his  great  difficulties.  The 
that  he  was  in  difficulties ; 
boured  with  great  seal  and 
But  what  was  Dr.  Johnso 
regard  to  copyright  ?  He 
his  opinion.     He  said, 

"  Were  an  author's  right 
perpetual,  no  book,  howeve 
universally  difiused  among 
the  propnetor  take  it  into  h 
its  circulation.     For  the  go 
therefore,  whatever  individi 
been  created  by  an  author, 
him,  should  be  understood  s 
power,  but  as  belonging  to 
same  time,  the  author  is  ei 
quate  reward.    This  he  she 
elusive  right  to  his  work  I 
number  of  years." 

They  all  admitted  that 
now   a  copyright  for  tw 
Those  who  would  distui 
called  on   to  show  the 
change.     It  was  for  thei 
case :  they  said,  **  Give  i 
law,  authors  have  not  a 
ragcment."     Indeed,  he 
had   ample  encouragemc 
He  had  already  stated, 
Scott   received   above    2 
works ;    no  one   grudg 
grudge  it,  if  the  amount 
great.      He   should  hav 
\^'ultcr  Scott  had  never 
difficulties  in  the  whole 
But  whence  hail  his  diffi> 
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u  I*-  •ifr.iiil  it  !%'•{«  fr-iiii  ,1  ill  «iri  nl  lOfr.nn- 
iii^  liNi  mill  It  ;  U'Liiiv,  il  l.i  Itail  Uiii 
I'liiiti  iit<  i1  uiili  his  nw.irN  .is  .1  liiit.irv 
111:111.  :iiul  li^iil  nut  I  nt«-ri*il  iiilii  tl.i-  s|Hi.ii.i. 
tioii  III  \h  rnniiii^  jl  InmiLjh'IIi  r,  liu  ilitlii  iilii*  ^ 
wiMilil  iitvir  luvf  ariM  11.  Mr  uiiuld  st.iti 
Miiiif  I'f  tin-  ri-w.irils  hIiuIiIi.iI  U  fi  ii- 
trivnl  liv  .iiilhurs: — I'ii|k-.  Inr  l;is  'i'f, ins. 
latum  fif  thr  Ihtui  ultiiir,  rrtii\<-il  ."».;; "jn/  ; 
Lnnl  liy n III,  thou l:Ii  hr  ilii  il  ^.i  i.nK  ,  rr- 
ccivtil  Inr  his  wiirks  j: '•.."! -in/. ;  >ir  .1.  M.n-- 
iiitosh.  I'nr  lii^  h'rxiiimcnin  nf  t.fijitxft  ilt\' 
/(irf/,  .'i.lMKI/.  lit-  Ahinihl  tiiiiil  th.it  tlii^ 
Was  'irLtty  ^iKiil  |i;iytnfiit.  Dr.  I  tui^Mnl 
hail  ntiivij  fur  his  Ui\fttnf  n/  hn^'fiimf 
•l.ljito/.  ;  the  rt't.  Mfssrs.  W  ilUrh'rir.  fm 
the  life  of  tluir  tuthi  r.  A.'^^il.  ( )nr 
WiiuM  9iip|NiM-  that  it  Willi Ki  have  Uiii  a 
Work  uf  |iU'iisiirv  to  the  sniis  to  wriii-  ilu- 
lifc  uf  thi'ir  father  withiuit  any  nwani. 
hut  thi-rc  WH«  u  tifiK-  whiii  anihitp*  wmilil 
write  for  fjiiie,  wliiii  they  umuM  U*  sti- 
mulatetl  liv  the  lieiirlil  thiv  umlii  innfi  r 
on  the  human  rate:  uy,uiiil  tin  wnrks,  tin- 
otfjiprinK  of  that  t  miilatnn).  were  \ii»rLs 
whieh  \iinihl  never  In*  siir]i.i»«4.-il  hv  wmks 
Mimulatiil   hy   eoiu.     Mi^in-   oliLiini*!  for 

the   /.i/r  nf'  iUfiOH  4.(NNI/.,  .illil  .'{.INNI  pii. 

neas  for  /.n/Ar  IttKtkh.  Dr.  Siuth<  y  n** 
rt'ivml  for  the  I.itr  t»f  (anffi  \.**niL  lie 
dill  not  kuiiw  whv  atitlfir^  shmilil  U-  «lis. 
mntenteil.  lit*  knew  that  in  linnv  rr- 
^|>eels  the  world  w.u  verv  dull  and  ulnw  tn 
H|i}irvi'iHtr  liieriAry  meiiiH.  Me  had  Ijrt  n 
iin  author,  too.  in  .1  humlde  way  ;  hut  he 
h.ul  ne^'er  e\preHs«'d  di«satisftii-tiiMi ;  he 
wa«  affAid  he  had  lici-u  lonLin^;  to  preM  fit 
rcwanU  more  than  to  ]>«»>teritr.  Well  ; 
|*o«>terily  niu*»t  take  ean-  of  itM  If.  hi 
would  endeavour  to  take  ran*  <<f  hini- 
kII.  Me  entreated  the  noble  fjord  tvrii 
now  to  withdniw  hi«  bill.  Mis  own  so- 
lemn ronvietioii  wa».  that  it  enuld  only 
work  miMrhicf  to  tho  |iublii-.  while  it 
could  not  hy  |Mi»sihi]ity  work  any  1a.-- 
ncfit.  Hut  if  the  IIoiim:  wa<  |ire|4irt\l  to 
cnart  a  law  for  the  »iK-cial  protection  of 
literary  men,  of  writers  of  hi>t4)ry  and  of 
poetry,  him.  Memlirn  nu»t  e\|icct.  that 
men  of  Kience  would  come  and  ask  for 
pn»tection  too.  I'hey  luked  them  to  do  hk 
I'hry  wen*,  in  fart,  a^kin^  them  to  he 
Bclfifth.  They  were  uyin^  ti>  them.  "  We 
imphire  yon  tt>  come  to  the  llousi-  and 
•illicit  ^irtial  proteition  ;  we  have  civen 
that  protection  to  authoni ;  eiini^ideriii^ 
what  are  vour  deterU,  we  cannot  deiiv  that 
protectujii  to  you."  I>i<l  they  Uliive. 
under  such  a  state  nf  thinp.  they  muld 
benefit  Uie  oommuiiitj  f     lie  dclibcntely 


I'.it  that  i|Misti><:)  tn  the  IIi'Um.*;  Iicimuh  il 

•  xlllil  lint  Ik-  e«|iil«d  lliat  UK  ll  I'f  *-•  It m  C 
Wi'mIiI  l.iUiiir  111  their  pwi^uits  t**  tin  lian* 
^1  r  ol  their  live«,  and  at  the  ^alritllL  of 
ihiir  ]iro|H-!ty,  and  s<.'f  ^ipitt  iit  n^l.t  ^ivcn 
to  literary  nun,  whiir  that  Mousa-  was  pre- 
I'.ind  lo  Withhold  Iriun  tl.iin  any  Miiular 
I  roteitiou.  \\  ith  these  n marks  lu  Oiuuld 
iiiiiiluile.  lie  riMili^  av-sure  the  M<Mi»4\thul 
lie  hall  not  (|uoted  tlioH*  fra^^nimt^  of  ]nh  try 
ti)  ^i\e  pain  ti>  the  aiithur.  Me  wnuld  In* 
the  liri^t  to  ad VI H ate  the  rewarding;  of 
nirrittriiuus  authois  nut  nf  the  publii-  f.indi 
of  the  eoiintry  ;  hut  if  the  llousi-  wa«  pre- 
pared to  interfere  in  favour  of  liiirary  pro- 
durtion;^  in  the  manner  pro)ioM*ii,  it  would 
intliit  the  greatest  injury  on  the  country. 
A«  he  knew  thai  the  hill  would  not  lie 
withdrawn,  he  Oioiilil  ^up|XJrt  the  pro)H4a« 
tiiiu  of  the  ri^lit  hon.  (ieiiihnian  who  had 
so  ( liMpu  ntly  iiiIviK'ated  an  additional  |ii.Tii«l 
of  fiiurtein  yearn  to  the  copyri^iht.  as  the 
least  I  if  two  evils  in  the  pro)N»«itii)n«  iH-fore 
the  House.  Mis  own  ton\i^lion  was,  that 
twmty-ii^ht  years  wa:^  an  ample  protec- 
tion for  author*',  and  he  y\AS  certain,  that 
an  adilitional  protirtion  1  tjuld  nut  o|«erate 
to  llir  advanta^i  of  the  |«e«iple. 

Mr.  Mtlnen  could  nut  hear  the  i«pecch 
nf  the  Imn.  f  lentleniaii  ulm  hail  ju^t  nat 
doll  II  and  not  feel  an  eiirnest  d««iri*  to 
protect  against  Hinie  |iart«  of  it.  and, 
if  |NisAihle,  to  refute  others.  'I  hoiif;h 
that  hi<n.  Cinitleman  haii  U-en  In]  hy 
pt*rhap^  nothing;  worM;  than  a  ii^'it 
ami  riip|unt  spirit  iiitfi  Mune  remarks 
whiih  he  had  iii.ith*.  he  did  think  it  nt*rr%- 
viry  that  a  public  pn*test  should  U>  made 
in  that  Moum*  a;*aini»t  thi* manner  in  whieh 
the  works  I'f  a  |;ri'at  port  had  bi*eu 
brought  liefore  it.  a  manner  by  uhich  the 
liible  iLM.If  mi^lit  br  niaile  i*i|Ually  ob- 
n(»xioii*i.  .^1  far  fmm  hannf*  the  nlii^htesl 
U-ariii;;  on  thin  t|ue»tiun,  if  the  hon.  Cien- 
flenian  had  rh'i^-n  to  read  anv  i>«ietrv.  and 
had  re  ail  that  with  which  he  mif;ht  be 
more  familiar,  the  ballad  of  Hii/y  Taylor, 
nr  Thr  liauatrhrr't  Dauchtrr,  it  Would 
have  lietii  f|iiite  as  appniiiriate.  He 
would  not  attempt  to  fidhiw  the  hnn-Cfen- 
tieman  through  hit  verv  desultnrv  and 
unarin^ncntatire  •|)eiTli.  The  f|Uestifm 
rather  laid  ln'twren  the  hon.  Member  for 
I'.dinbiirgh  ami  his  noble  I'riend  who  bad 
bruufsht  forwanl  the  motion.  'Die  bim. 
(iintlemao  who  bail  just  saf  dttirii  ba<I 
taike<i  of  the  act  bein^  urp-d  fnr  aiitbom 
only,  and  that  no  attention  had  bei  n  |iaid 
to  the  public  ;  yet  the  bf»o.  (ientleman  bad 
nut  bruugbt  forward  a  single  argument  to 
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show  tbatthe  public  were  iojured  bjthepm- 
poeed  extension  of  cop3rrigbt.  He  bad  neFcr 
succeeded  in  shewing  that  books  would  be 
made  dearer  by  it.  There  nerer  was  a 
greater  absurdity  than  to  say>  that  books 
would  be  increased  in  price  to  any  great 
degree  by  the  extension  of  the  copyright. 
The  cheapest  editions  of  books  were  all 
copyright  editions.  Whittaker's  trantlu- 
tions  of  foreign  historians  were  all  copy- 
right editions,  and  as  cheap  as  well-printed 
books  could  be.  The  whole  question  re- 
solved itself  into  this, — both  the  public 
and  authors  had  discovered  that  the  onlv 
way  to  make  their  books  sell  was  to  publish 
them  at  a  cheap  rate  ;  that  if  they  pub- 
lished them  cheaply^  and  were  satisfied 
with  small  profits,  they  would  make  much 
more  in  the  end  than  oy  publishing  them 
at  a  dear  rate.  Where  there  was  no  copy* 
^g^^9  great  works  often  became  scarce  and 
got  out  of  print.  The  works  of  Bacon 
and  Hobbes  were  difficult  to  get,  because 
it  was  nobody's  interest  to  publish  them. 
Few  books  continued  to  sell  at  their  original 
price;  nearly  all  copyright  books  a  short  time 
after  their  first  publication  might  be  hud 
at  a  much  cheaper  rate*  He  wished  that 
hon.  Members  who  had  any  doubt  on  this 
subject  would  refer  to  a  pamphlet  entitled 
A  rlea  for  Perpctua!  Cvpt/ri^hi,  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Weymouth  (Mr.  Chris- 
tie). There  were  men  of  science  as 
distinguished  as  the  hon.  Member  who 
bad  just  sat  down,  who  held  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion  on  this  question  from  the 
hon.  Member  fur  Fiiisbury.  Sir  David 
Brewster  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
the  right  of  literary  men  to  have  a  perma- 
nent property  conferred  on  them  in  their 
works,  and  that  science  and  literature  were 
suffered  to  fall  into  decay  for  want  of  it. 
These  were  the  sentiments  of  a  man  of 
real  and  profound  science,  who  knew  that 
any  attempt  to  exalt  science  and  depreciate 
literature  must  be  vain.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Finsbury  had  spoken  uf  a  number 
of  persons  whom  the  House  had  .seen 
conung  before  them  with  petitions  on  this 
subject  as  literar)'  quacks.  Among  these 
were  the  names  of  C!ampbcll,  Miss  Mar- 
tincan,  Fonblanquc,  Fox.  Lci(>h  Hunt, 
Carlylo,  Dickentt,  Rogers,  and  Joanna 
Httillic.  These  were  names  of  persons  who 
had  exalted  their  country  and  would  ever 
be  held  in  affectionate  veneration  ;  and 
these  were  the  persons  who  were  called 
literary  quacks  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury  ;  and  that,  too,  at  the  very  time 
when  one  of  those  distinguished  persons 


(Mr.  Dickens)  was  Teoeivin, 
publicans  of  Amencft  such 
of  sympathy  as  perhaps  nev 
received  from  a  whole  nat 
time ;    and  yet  this  was 
at  which  the  hon.  Membei 
publican  Inas,  and  with  hi 
rica»  came  forward    to   c 
literary  quacks.     Now,  at 
science  who  supported  his 
views: — in  the  Uniyersity 
there  were   Professor  Ho| 
Chemistry;  Mr.  Chrtstiso 
materia  medica;  Mr.  Tra 
the  practice  of  medicine ;  Pi 
Anderson,  and  Abercromb} 
versity  of  Glasgow,  also, 
number  of  medical  and  c 
favourable  to  the  meaaur 
Friend.     The  hon.  GentI 
the  House  of  the  adequat 
of  men  of  literature,  and  1 
the  career  of  literary  men 
of  prosperity;   the  hoo. 
spoken  as  if  those  who  i 
head  had  not  as  much  ptii 
and  as  much  disappointn 
ciilty,  and  sorrow  to  strug] 
who  worked  with  the  ha 
the  hon.  Gentleman  spol 
the  great  gains  he  had  ma 
the  hon.  Gentleman  whe 
no  instances  of  men  makii 
or  even  larger  gains  in  his 
Let   the  hon.  Gentlemai 
literary  man  who,  in  the 
the   law,  could   gain   as 
Astley  Coofier  or  a  Sir  E 
In  fact,  it  was  perfectly 
out  such  men  as  Scott  or 
that  because  they  made  g 
fore,  that  literature  was  t 
and  did  not  require  an} 
Parliament.     On  a  quee 
he  was  aware,  that  it  was 
pect  the  Mouse  would  U 
attention,  and  he  shouk 
remarks  on  the  proposit 
hon.  Member  for  Hdinbu 
with  all  those  who  felt  t 
subject,  he  begged  to  th; 
Friend  for  the  spirit  i 
spoken,  and  which  must 
disappointed  the  ex])ectai 
of  his  of  last  year  who  loi 
in  him  a  powerful  suppoi 
occasion.     After  all,  he 
no  very  wide  line  betwc 
of  his  noble  Friend  an^ 
hon.  Gentleman ;  but,  t 
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ili.it   a^  tlii<  w.iii  .111  iii-tancr  iT  .1  striking 

.r  il  salient  t'h.irai'trr.    tlii-\   nilt^lit   tn   .i!lii4- 

■>iti  li    .i  i-iM-    lii    .lit    III  .1  t'l  rl    III    ilr^'rn'   ii|i 

tlnir    i'}iiiiii>ii<«.    aiiil    iiiMiiiil    thi  in    .tiiniil. 

niaj'TitV  i'(  Uir  f'.iM.-H.    llir  .ifi>  ami  milliiiiu'  I  iii;«'I\  .   .iinl  m  Ih'Ii    I.i-  iii(-iiti<iiii-i|  ^ih '■  i'.tM*% 


farmiriirthr  pr<i|MHiiti<iii  nf  liiBimlilc  1  nmil. 
lii'f'.iiiM>  111*  tliiiiicht    ili.it  till'  liiiri.iliiiii  ••!  ! 
furt\-tirii   \iMr%  or  tin'   liV  iii>.iit.   in  tin 


U'\<'i»il.      If  hr  uj^  nut  iiii^talrn.  tin*  U  oi 
wiirL«  iifaprt'at   iiuiiiU'r  ut  aiitlioro  urrc 

|>lll»li«hnl    Mtull    tli«'\    UiTI'    iN'tMl'lil    tMillt\ 


..I  ihii«4'  i-f  \\  iirilsuiirtli  Bill!  >«<ii!ltt\,  lie 
niiioit  insist  thai  i)i4i«r  mm  uiTf  |i.iriiiiiUr 
aril!    Ni^n  <l   in^t.iririN  i>t    tlif*  lii  !rrt«  of  fhf 


anil  thirl v-t>^«' :  hi; iiii«t  ihr  nainr^i  itiii  h\  1  p  1 -1  nt  «\Ht<iii  Iji-  hud  •kiIv  flow  tn  cim- 
th*'  ri^ht  hnn.  itrntlriiuii,  hr  MoiiM  ^-t  |  vr  itul.tN'  ihr  IIi-um*  Mi  ihr  ^t  luTal  tnitf 
many  wril«*i^  "fiMir  liW-ii  tiiip-.  It\r>in.  Hi>- |  ^f  ihf  drlMir,  mih  ihf  i-\(«*|iiiiin  *>(  thr 
ger«i,  ('aiii|ilN-ll,  iMrkmt,  Shi  liy,  krat*.  |  ri'inarkM  nf  th<'  h<iii  Mi'mU-r  lur  I  iii*hiirv  ; 
and  othrm  i  thrrrfurL-.  h\  the  <i|HTatiiin  nf '  himI  in  th.uiL  ihr  ri;:ht  hon  Mi'IhInt  lur 
the  riffht  hnn.  (iriitlrliriirii  plan,  thi- aiitlinr^  l-iliiihnri:h,  h^r  hj%iii|;  l'I*<*>>  ihriii  mi 
Villi  III  In-  lift  vrrv  niiii'h  wht-rp  tlifv  mi'Ii-  ayfri'i- tlih*  an  allfrnaiivi*  a«  Hitiii]^  riihrr 
iiiiu'  ;  itiiii  if  an  aiiThnr  Hriit  to  m-II  hi^i'iipv-  '  f«*r  hini  nrfnr  ihi*  iinlilr  I  nril.  Jli*  tiinii^ht 
ri^ht  iimirr  that  plan,  he  «1h1  nut  think  that  i  t  li.il  tin*  <«i.ii  it  in  m  imh  th.ii  ilrhati*  ('.'k!  In^n 
lifioiiM  ^I't  a*>hiiliiip  initrt*  fur  it  than  imu  .  \  cirrini  f>ii  uuujii  haii'  a  U-nt  hi  ul  t  tfrrt  mi 
A  iMMtkM'lU'r  wiMihl  ;:iii'  nn  ninn*  fnr  ii'C  thr  on.ntrv.  ami  ili»  ^unifthnif;  tiiili«|N*l  the 
e&ti  ndril  tininif  tilt*  rivrht  Imn.  ( i(  niit'ninii'N  KpiniKii  that  I  trratiirc  nut  with  hut  «crj 
pUn  than  he  f^a^f  nuw.  A«  f.ir.  thrn'f -rr.  iiitii-  n'sz-tnl  in  thr  H«i(im*  of  t  iininii>n% 
at  tn  iht'  ixTMiiial  iiiti*rt'<»ti  nf  autlinri  amt  ^*i%f  ria«<>n  tn  h<«|»i*  t'lAi  •«ithnii^'h  in 
thi'niNclvr*.  the  ri^ht  hull  (  k  ntlniian  t  mi-  thid  iniintrv  liiiT.itiir**  ua^  1«'*<»  hitiiniifcd 
f«  rrvd  11(1  IhNin  \ihatiirr.  What,  thrn.  than  in  nthrrt.  \«*l  that  ui*  utrr  nnk\  ^rt- 
wniilil  \m'  the  ct|)iTatinn  nf  hi^  priii  with  tuiL.'  intu  the  ri^ht  ir.i\.  Thf  faimir  with 
n*A|HN*t  to  the  lain  11)  nf  tfit*  aiitlmr''  lli-  ««li]«'h  litrratnrr  u^^  prattiratU  rr^Midrd 
inUHl  my.  hi*  thmi^ht  th.it  lhi«i  {Miiut  had  in  thi«  rininirv  inik'ht  lie  apprcM  la'nl  frnm 
not  lM*«n  put  fiiruanl  uith  ^iith«'irni  pmini  thr  f.ut.  tiiat  a  mimi  i*f  hmiu'v  mhm  raivd 
nriK'i'  in  thi^  drliatf  ;  hut.  in  triiih.  ihi  .iiuiiialiV  f'lr  thr  «up|ii*rt  iif  drtayi'd  litrrary 
^n*at  nil  Mhith  thcv  wiTi*  r.iilL-d  ii|Hin  tn  nifii  nt  h.trdU  thrarni'iint  ri-«|uiri*4l  tn  krrp 
pmi'iit  wa«>.  aiithiT^  Icatin^'  their  lainilif^  '  a  p^n  k  nf  Imiind*.  1  hr  law  n|  Frarii*'-  uas 
totally  nnprn^'idiilfnr.    (  crtainl).  thrri.:ht  '  "Miim-wfiat  ditlirrnt,  and  fn  th.it  he  and  hit 


lion,  tirntli-niau  otli*n.-<l  a  hi:*h  pic-iniiun 
tor  thf  irliU-uy  of  liltrary  int'ii,  and  if 
thrr  were  to  haii-  no  frimd*  and  nn  nnr 
to  Irave  tin*  fruits  of  their  lalmiir^  to.  no 
doubt  till*  rip;hl  h<in.  (trntU-inaii  ?«  plan 
miuht  br  lf«!«  tilijectmnahlf.  1  he  Imn 
MeniU  r  fnr  rinolmry  had  ateiiM-d  hi« 
iiidilr  Kririid  of  lie^n^  lid  awav  hv  *4'nti- 
nicntal  tair^.  hut  whrn  the  hnn.  MrinlHT 
talknl  of  Mrntinifiital  la'r^.  h«*  11111*1  ha«c 
heard  ihi*  lah*  (»f  a  man  nf  the  piinM  and 
hifrheftt  lif«>  nlm  wa^  diiktiiipii«liid  in  nuii\ 
walk 4  of  literature,  uho  wan  nnt  only  a 
pn-t,  hut  a  diMin^uinhed  historian  ami  a 
di.Miiifnii»htil  iritu-.  anii  who  had  rpcfivni 
fnim  lii^  country  a  f^reat  litrrary  hotiintr. 
pueh  un  litcrarv  lii'ntnir^  wen*  in  thi<i 
omntry— thr  hon.  Member  «iu»l  haie 
heanl  thut  ihi^  man  va«  at  pn-^eiit  \k- 
n.*ft  of  hiH  ^rrat  mind,  ami  that  hi«  famiU 


linn.  I  rieiid*  vi^hril  t'l  apprnxinuti*  here. 
lint  till-  I  Fi  iK'h  ^•>%'i  lUiileilt .  lint  ro'ilrnt 
with  thi  pn*^-nt  -tati*  I'f  their  laM-,  w-i<»hed 
tn  ivtfiid  the  tiTni  of  r4ip\  ri^lit.  and  they 
had  lilt  rod  Ill-Ill  a  pl.iri  ujlh  that  ••hj^rt, 
uhitli  had  pt«*M'd  nne  (  hainU'r.  ami  wai 
niilv  fi  jected  in  tin'  other  hv  a  ««inall  ma- 
jnrity.  Now.  in  i'rano-  tliM  rL*)!*  it  for 
lit*rary    men    viTk>d    «*II.      It    prnduivd 

hiri V  Utuern  literarv  and  iHtlitnal  life. 

the  hiot  irian  nf  the  f'tt  xitztilmi  nf  An- 
ntfh'  \ia4  the  l*riiii«*  MiniMer  of  Tranee ; 
the  hi*«t'>riiii  of  the  Kemliitinii  ua^  leader 
nf  iht.  <  >p|HMitii>n  :  the  hiMnrlan  nf  the 
uar«  of  the  I  ni.ide  ira*i  Aniha^^adnr  tu 
the  (tiurt  nf  St.  .I,iiiie«  ;  the  historian  of 
the  1)11  ke<i  of  l{ur;;iindv  »a«  Xmlu^^or 
at  St.  relepklMir|(h.  Me  mii«t  n*|ieai  that 
the  tone  taken  by  the  riisht  h'*n.  Mrnibrr 
fi»r  r.dinburf^h.  ira«  matter  ot   prat  eon- 


wcrc  very  dependent  fcir  their  future  mm-  !  ;2ratiilatinn  to  the  Mim^'  and  to  the  eniin< 
fort  cMi  the  eient  of  the  debate  of  that  try,  and  he  hn|N-ii.  that  if  hi*  i-iti'd  with 
night.  Siieh  was  the  pitiable  roudilion  '  hi«  nohic  Krieml  the  ri|(ht  hon.  <  tent ii  man 
in  «hirh  thH  |;reat  Htid  exiellent  man  '  unuid  not  takr  it  ill,  but  urniild  lieliere 
va^  left.  Me  knew  that  it  na^  ^mu*-  that  it  wa«  a  fricn^ily  e^iin.  eti  mn  U-t^een 
time^  objcrtionabic  to  »in|;le  out  p.irtiriilar  the  two  partu!!.  ami.  whiiheier  otnipiired. 
in^tanrefl,  and  then  to  attempt  to  buihl  no  dnubi  the  ri-<»ult  wuuld  be  most  beoe« 
geocrmlpMitioMupiMitlifin;  but  be  thought ,  ikial  to  the  cuuotry. 
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Clause  1,  and  2,  agreed  to. 

The  third  clause  being  put  as  follows  :— 

*'  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  copyright  in 
every  book  which  shall,  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  be  published  in  the  lifetime  of  its 
author,  shall  endure  for  the  natural  life  of  such 
author,  and  for  the  further  term  of  twenty-five 
years,  commencing  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  shall  be  the  property  of  such  author  and 
his  assigns :  provided  always,  that  in  no  case 
•hall  the  whole  terra  be  less  than  twenty-eight 
years;  and  that  the  copyright  in  every  book 
which  shall  be  published  after  the  death  of  its 
author  shall  endure  for  the  term  of  thirty  years 
from  the  first  publication  thereof,  and  shall  be 
the  property  of  the  proprietor  of  the  roann- 
»cript  from  which  such  book  shall  be  first 
published,  and  his  assigns.'' 

Mr.  Macaulay  said,  it  was  here  that  he 
wished  to  propose  his  amendment.     Before 
doing  so,  ne  need  hardly  tcU  the  Flouse 
that  he  did  not  by  any  means  concur  in 
the  views  stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury.    He  should  not  have  felt  him- 
self jtistified  in  making  reference  to  the 
works  of  a  man  of  genius  in  the  spirit  of 
that  hon.  Gentleman.     He  entertained  a 
more  proper  respect  for  genius,  and  for  the 
venerable  persons  of  whom  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  allowed  certain  disrespectful  ex- 
pressions to  escape  him.     He  would  not 
detain  the  House  with  any  further  expo- 
sition of  his  amendment,   but  he    really 
must  say,  that  having  listened  with  atten- 
tion to  what  had  fallen  from  hon.  Gentle* 
men  on  the  other  side,  he  had  not  heard 
any  refutation  of  the  arguments  he   had 
used.     He  had  not  heard  any  arguments 
showing  that  what    he   proposed   was  a 
smaller  boon  than  what  his  noble  Friend 
propose<l.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
cluded by  moving  an  amendment  to  the 
effect  *'  that  the  copyright  of  ever}'  book 
should  endure  fur  the  terms  of  forty-two 
years,  or  fur  the  natural  life  of  the  author." 
Lord  Muhon  said,  that  he   was  desirous 
of  stating  briefly  the  reasons  which  induc- 
ed him  to  prefer  the  clause  as  it  stood,  to 
the  amendment  of  it  pro^iobcd  by  his  right 
hon.  Friend;  but   in  the   firbt  place,   he 
must  say,  that  he  had  listened  with  almost 
unminglcd  pleasure  to  the  speech  of  the 
ri'p^ht  lion.  Gentleman,  and,  though  they 
differed  as  to  the  details,  he  was  glad  to 
find  that  on  the  main  principle — that  of 
giving  encouragement  to  literature,  they 
were  now  entirely  agreed.     As  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  did 
not  think  that  the  boon  of  forty-two  years 
would,  according  to  his  statement,  afford 
protection  in  all  cases  to  the  best  works; 


it  would  not,  in  his  opinioi 

universal  a  protectioo  for  tfa 

hon.  Gentleman   expected. 

the  general  rule  it  was  at  h 

ject  to  many  exoeptioos. 

almost  the  first  name  quotf 

hon.  Gentleman,  that  of  Mai 

Evelina  was  her  first  worl 

her  best,  or,  as  some  peo] 

think,  her  only  good  one ; 

bill  protection  would  havi 

Evelina  for  twenty-five  yet 

D'Arblav's  death;    but  I 

period  of  that  death,  and  t 

as  proposed  bv  the  right  I 

Evelina  would   have    hac 

whatever.    Again,  the  wo 

Lord  Byron  in  the  two  1 

life  were  certainly  of  very 

merit;  he  would  allege  i 

Deformed  Transformedf 

lisned  in  the  last  year  o( 

the  proposal  of  the  right 

would  eive  to  that  worth 

copyright  after    Lord  £ 

forty-one  years,  while  th< 

give  twenty- five.     Anothi 

be  given  of  an  eminent  ibi 

Jacques  Rousseau.     Hb 

Reveries  dun   Promeneu 

probably  his  worst,  or  at 

bad  one,  vet  to  that  worl 

of  the  rigKf  hon.  (fcntlen 

protection  after  Kousses 

less  than  forty  years. 

hand,  when  we  come  to 

celebrated  production  to 

was  published  about  17 

seau  survived  till  1778, 

tion  which    the    right 

would  give  extended  onl 

his  own  (I^>rd   Mahon'c 

till  1803.     Therefore  it 

rule  as  stated  by  the  rigl 

that  his  amendment  woi 

tcction  to  works  of  most  i 

it  were,  what  was  the  v 

ciple  in  practice  ^  The  i 

man  had  laid  great  stn 

Dryden's  early  plays,  ar 

term  of  protection  whii 

ceive  under  the  bill  as  i 

protection  was  merely 

one  sought  for  those  ear 

and  by  themselves,  but 

as  part  of  Dryden's  colli 

this  led  him  (Lord  Mai 

jection  against  the  pro 

hon.   Gentleman   that 

complete  editions.    Foi 


I.1<)3 


Copyriykt. 


Copfny  hi. 


I3!)| 


l»kr  itip  rMP  III  Millon  ;  hi*  Camut  w-oiilil  I 
hmtv  Imvii  free  frutn  cnpyH|;hi  iiimUt  Uie 

njtlit  lifiii.  ( i<-rillcinati'!>  i-laiiw.  iniith  mn r 

tliMi  the  Viiraditr  l.iat.'  Hut  ull  thi-w 
whit  oiliiiiml  ( VmiHi  wtiulil  w  i>h  Mill  innrc 
l»  fMKM'M  I'arailitr  Ijitl,  an>l  iherrrm.'  an 
n)ilii>DccMiuni'iu{t  Wh  wtiiiM  Mill  lie  [we- 
fi-rml.  U<irk«  o(  ihi*  w>rt  rami!  t>ut 
tilinrif  and  hr  doftrtvn,  and  if  ibe  r»py- 
Hf(ht  or  the  dilTeimit  «ark«  uf  the  Nanw 
aiilbiir  wan  made  t»  di^ermiiie  ot  diflrrvnt 
jKrinda,  the  lendeory  muat  be,  tu  prvroit 
ihe  fiuhlicatiuiKif  roin|il(.-tceditinna.  (Vin 
tlie  whole,  he  ww  ini-lioc*!  tu  think  tliai 
Iwcnty-fiiv  vran  fnim  (lie  death  uf  ihc 
author  wutiltf  nieel  llic  Juatice  «if  the  ratw. 
They  were  apvvd  a«  to  tlie  muin  objert  »r 
roabliog  mrii  of  literary  merit  in  the  de. 
rtinc  of  lifi;  ti>  make,  or  Impc  that  ihry 
had  made,  nnmc  prumion  fur  their  faoii- 
litn.  Ilv  fully  adiaitlcil,  hnwerirr,  that 
f;rcat  Iwnefit  would  be  derived  even  fnnn 
the  propoMi  of  the  ri^hl  h»o.  Ocntlciuat], 
and  HI  unwilling  was  he  lo  hare  him  a«  an 
np|Hinenl,  that  ifheweiv  prepared  loailopl, 
with  hi*  term  nf  forty-twii  years,  a  dimi- 
nialied  term  afti-r  life,  lie  nrould  willingly 
accede  to  sui-li  a  nropoaal. 

Sir  H.  I'rtl  did  wit  wi>h  to  gire  ■  rote 
witliout  aUting  grm-rally  the  opiuion  to 
dhirb  he  luuluimt  upon  theargumentahe 
had  heard  unin  the  Kuhja't.  lie  had  alwayi 
(rlt  in^'at  doubta  upon  it.  Me  had  not 
hilherlu  giei-n  a  Tute  uptn  the  quealion, 
but  hwl  mulTed  tu  liaten  with  ^ttaX  im- 
partiality tu  the  argumenta  on  both  lidca, 
and  thrn  to  form  hit  own  ronduiion  upon 
ihoie  argument!.  I  lii  impreiaion  hitbcrto 
had  bern,  that  with  renneLt  tu  the  tait 
majority  uf  caiea,  the  raiitiox  protection 
wa*  aufficient.  There  mif;Iit  be  caae*  with 
regaril  to  wnrks  of  authun  in  which  mme 
additional  protrrtioti  for  literature  might 
be  in  IT  nary  He  bad  alwvja  liitened  with 
favour  to  that  auggntina  which  protawed 
that  ill  apecial  caaea  rxceptiona  -----^*  '-- 


iiiisht  be 


made ;  and  that  in  tbe  ciae  of  ffR>t  and 
diilinguiahed  men,  where  a  peculiar  hard- 
ahip  might  aria«  if  the  term  of  the  copy- 
right were  not  eitcndcd,  mok  publie  au- 
thority ihnuld  haTc  the  power  to  eateod  IL 
Taking  that  ricw  of  the  cue,  he  had  moved 
for  a  return  of  the  caaea  in  which  the  I'riry 
Council  had  eatrndrd  patent  rtghla.  A* 
tbere  appraird  to  be  a  lolerabTy  genml 
icquicacence  aa  to  the  prindplv  upon  which 
Ihe  Houw  ought  to  proceed,  and  that 
thera  uught  lo  be  aooe  legiaUtive 
aui«  on  tb«  aubject,  be  ahoutd  Dotpnai 
tk«  Twwt  upoa  which  be  bad  biiMno 


felt  inrtiiied  to  act.  Ilaring  hurd  the 
■(len'hn  of  bin  iioltlc  Kricnil  ami  uf  Ihc 
right  hiiu.  (-eiitlrnian  (Mr.  Maraulay).  he 
tbuu){hl  ihi<  argument  uf  the  right  h<m. 
(rentlenian  a*  tu  a  prefFn-nce  tu  Iw  given 
tu  a  crrtain  |wriial  uf  furty-twu  yeara,  or 
the  life  of  the  auihur,  wb<i  an  argiimeot 
which  rarriiil  runvicliun  with  it-  1  lie  later 
wurku  of  an  aiithur  were  uoually  auperior 
to  hit  earlier  pruductiuiiM,  aa  the  right  h»n. 
(ienllemati  (Mr  Macaiilay)hade«tabliitbcd 
by  reference  only  tci  tbe  two  naowa  of 
Dryilcn  and  I'upe  -,  it  was  in  the  later 
works,  that  the  public  had  mnat  inter- 
est. .At  the  same  lime  he  admitted  the 
weight  of  the  argument  fou)id«l  upon  tbe 
necenaity  for  an  author  tu  pmride  for  his 
family  afU-r  death,  aiid  on  this  acrnuni  he 
ihuuld  bi-  glad,  if  |HMaiblr,  tu  rombinc  the 
two  pni|Ki»i[iiioii,  and  besides  the  furty-two 
year*  uf  tlieaMriidmcnl  tu  gire  an  author's 
family  a  right  fur  kcvru  yean  after  bis 
death.  If,  huwt'Ver,  Ihe  ijueatiun  wereunly 
between  the  prupimitiun  uf  liis  noble  FrietMl 
and  the  amctiiloieiit  nf  the  right  hiHi.  f  >ea- 
tlcmau,  lie  luuot  rutv  f»r  the  latter. 

Mr.  .Vacattlaif  could  not  consent  lo 
adopt  the  suggeilion  of  the  Tight  hon 
Baronet,  aad  tliou^ht  that  the  arguacnU 
he  had  advanced  all  bore  against  granting 
an  addiiiniial  term  at  the  ind  of  life. 
Neither  did  he  feci  (chat  the  right  hnn. 
Daronet  had  fill)  the  wviglit  of  ihe  ar^u. 
mem  founded  upun  the  |ircjviiion  fur  ihe 
family  of  an  author.  In  furty-two  years 
an  author  might  be  aide  to  make  »  laving 
for  his  family,  and  to  give  a  term  after- 
wards could  only  apply  to  some  great 
standard  work  in  whiih  the  |>ub1ic  would 
have  a  deep  iniereii.  Having  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  valuable  uglil  far  so  many  yean, 
a  prudent  man  uught  lo  be  able  lo  make 
•ome  proviiiun  fur  his  children,  and  to 
give  a  term  after  death  wai  rather  ofleiing 
an  encouragement  to  eipendiluic.  Already 
■  he  diBpotiiioB  of  literary  men  might  be 
considered  aonewhal  too  incoasidcraie  frf 
tbe  future,  but  the  course  suggested  by 
tbe  right  hon.  Buunet  would  render  then 
even  more  earelcaa  than  at  preMOt.  With 
any  regard  to  hii  own  conviciiou,  be 
could  not,  therefore,  consent  lo  the  alter- 
ation proposed. 

Mr.  If'iUaatf  IVpM  woaM  not  cnlcr 
into  any  conliovetey  respecting  the  merit! 
of  a  disiinguisbed,  reepecled,  and  venera- 
ble living  poet.  Allowing  the  lines  qooled 
to  be  u  bed  u  tbt  boo.  Me«ber  tot 
Fiuhsi;  sHlndtd  (bit  ibcy  man,  it 
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could  hftve  no  bearing;  on  the  question ; 
the  object  was  to  provide  better  for  the 
writers  of  good  poetry  and  of  good  books 
—books  of  a  permanent  character.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Finibury  had  complained 
that  authors  now  looked  to  money,  whereas 
they  formerly  looked  to  fame.  He  did 
not  know  the  time  when  **  empty  praise** 
was  sought  without  some  regard  to  **  solid 
pudding."  All  authors  must  look  for 
remuneration,  and  if  in  a  foimer  day  they 
were  more  disinterested,  it  ought  to  be 
recollected  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
times  were  now  different.  The  rewards  of 
authorship  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  for 
histance,  were  of  a  different  kind;  no 
doubt  authors  wrote  then,  as  now,  for 
money,  but  they  were  also  remunerated 
in  other  ways,  and  the  instances  were 
not  unfirequent  where  poets  had  obtained 
public  employments.  Spenser  was  not 
twenty  when  he  was  first  engaged  in  the 
service  of  the  State,  and  other  poets,  not 
of  equal,  but  still  of  great  distinction,  had 
also  been  selected  for  public  reward. 
Shakspeare,  to  be  sure,  had  derived  his 
emoluments  from  other  sources.  ]t  was, 
however,  probable  that  he  never  received 
a  shilling  from  a  bookseller  for  any  of  his 
plays.  On  the  contrary,  he  would  have 
given  publishers  money  not  to  print  his 
popular  works,  because  the  printing  of 
them  lessened  his  profits  at  the  theatre. 
Yet  profits,  and  large  profits  too,  there 
was  no  doubt  that  he  did  obtain.  Shaks- 
peare,  therefore  wrote  for  money,  though 
at  was  not  money  paid  in  the  usual  way 
in  which  authors  in  our  day  were  remu- 
nerated. Say  what  you  will  about  fame 
—  "  that  last  infirmity  of  noble  minds" — 
and  its  influence  upon  authors,  nobody 
could  dispute  that  the  desire  to  procure 
pecuniary  emolument  had  been  the  incen- 
tive with  many  great  authors  to  produce 
their  most  valuable  works.  Look  at  the 
case  of  Dr.  Johnson  :  why  did  he  under- 
take the  Livei  of  the  Poets,  a  work  of  the 
highest  rank  in  its  class,  yet  with  noto* 
rious  and  glaring  defects  ?  He  undertook 
the  work  because  a  bookseller  came  to  him 
and  offered  him  a  large  sum  of  money  for 
writing  it.  With  regard  to  the  two  pro- 
posals, that  of  his  noble  Friend  and  the 
amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
he  was  happy  to  see  so  strong  a  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  House  to  combine 
both.  He  hoped  that  this  course  would 
be  taken,  and  that  an  additional  motive 
wouki  thus  be  given  for  the  production  of 


works  ''whkh  the  world 
lingly  let  die."  On  books 
worthless,  and  meant  or 
the  measure  could  have 
would  stiii  be  written,  stil 
still  in  a  short  time  ban 
trunkmaker,  or  the  cbc 
them  such  a  bill  as  tbb 
frteod  of  his  had  well  illn 
license  to  sell  mackarel  al 
to  be  fit  for  human  food, 
the  conclusion  of  this  ( 
be  the  uniting  of  the  two 
fore  the  committee,  and 
would  be  willing  to  coi 
where  so  much  might  be 
cession. 

Lord  John  Runell  wi 
in  a  few  words,  why  hf 
the  proposal  of  the  nob 
aeainst  the  amendment 
Friend.    The  general  fe< 
mittee  seemed  all  one  v 
ception  of  the  hon.  Mem 
and  whether  one  course 
the  other,  either  way  a  c 
fit  would  be  conferred 
As  he  had  said,  in  princ 
most  with  the  noble  Loi 
ment  which  had  carried 
mind  of  the  right  hon. 
Peel)  had  failed  toprodt 
upon  his  mind.     He  hai 
correctness  of  the  facts, 
at  the  literature  of  this  i 
tries,  men's  greatest  wor 
to  have  been  produced 
that  point  the  position 
Friend  was  unassailable 
statement  might  be  true 
that  it  was  a  sufllicient 
lation  :  on  the  contrary 
rather  too  refined  a  g 
refined  for  Parliament  I 
for  legislating  for  the  e 
right,   that  it  appeared 
authors  had  written  theit 
in  life.     It  seemed  to  \ 
proceed  upon  the  simp) 
ing  a  copyright  for  twei 
eight  years  after  the 
author's  work.  At  the  i 
lamented  that  there  sh( 
of  opinion,  and  he  wis 
hon.  Friend  would  give 
to  the  small   conceasi 
after  the  death  of  an  i 
would,  no  doubt,  be  r 
be  any  boon ;  it  could 
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Cflpyri^AI. 


{AritL6} 


OflfynyAl. 


I 


of  ihe  highest  merit,  tli«  author  of  which 
hid  lifcd  forty-two  jeart  beyood  the  date 
of  original  publicaiiun.  If  the  noble  l^rd 
contented  toihc  furty-twoyeara,  he  thought 
that  hit  right  hon.  Friend  might,  in  re- 
turn, concede  at  reirarded  the  Mven  year«. 

Mr.  Macaniay  waa  aware  that  he  could 
not  hope  to  carry  bit  amendment  acainst 
the  cxpreifl«d  •cntimcnti  of  Members  ao 
important ;  but  he  had  already  gimc  far 
to  come  into  the  views  of  his  noble  Friend, 
and  he  felt  that  he  ought  nut  to  go  farther. 
He  thoujcht  that  forty- two  yean,  and 
>cven  yesirs  after  death,  a  greater  boon 
than  merely  twenty. five  ifter  death;  but 
at  he  could  not  agree  to  the  seven  years, 
he  mutt  unwillingly  divide  the  committee. 
Iftlie  deciiion  were  ai^ainst  bim,  he  had 
no  ditpotition  vciatiouily  to  obitrucl  the 
progrc-it  of  the  measure,  and  would  do 
Hhat  he  could  in  committee  to  make  it 
unobjectionable. 

Sir  R.  Peel  repeaird,  that  he  should 
divide  in  favour  of  the  amendment. 

Ix^rd  MahoH  said,  that  if  the  amend-* 
nient  were  carried,  he  should  propose  the 
addition  of  seven  years  after  death. 

Mr.  il^/tonAy  reminded  the  House,  that 
there  was  a  third  party,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  the  hon.  Mcml>cr  for  Fmsbury, 
who  thought,  that  lor  the  sake  of  the 
public  nothing  should  l>c  done.  Such  was 
his  opinion  also,  and  at  he  looke<l  upon 
the  amendment  as  the  least  evil  of  the 
two,  he  should  vote  tur  it. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  question 
thai,  the  words  "  for  the  further  term  of 
twenty-five  years"  stand  part  of  the 
clause: — Ayes  66;  Noes  ()8;— Majority 
VI. 

LiMi  of  the  Ates. 


ActDo,  Col. 
Allis,  J.  i'. 
Arlmtbnolt,  hon.  II. 
lull,  J. 

libckstoni*,  W.  S. 
ftolhild,  II. 
limadwood,  If. 
Bruwnc.  K.  I). 
Hrowne,  hoa.  W. 
Buckley,  K. 
Darbv,  O. 
Uick.'Q. 
Dickinson,  F.  1I« 
D'ltrMrU,  It. 
F4(enon,  I^trd  F. 
I  tIrourtyT.  (i.  B. 
Ki  fill  en,  J. 
Fcrraiid,  W.  B. 
Forbes  W. 
Foi,  C  R. 


Fullff.  A.  K. 
(fUdiione,rt.hn.W,E. 
fioring,  C. 
(irogio,  E. 
Hamilion,  W.  J. 
Hayes,  Sir  K. 
llencage,  O.  II.  W. 
Howard.  hn.C.W.O. 
Jollig«,  S.r  W.  U.  II. 
Law,  hon.  C  K. 
f  iiDcoln,  Karl  of 
Lockhart,  W. 

Mickentie,  W.  F. 
MaDDen.  liord  J. 
MinlwB,  Vtacl. 
Milnes,  R.  M. 
Napier,  Sir  C\ 
0*Bnen,  A.  S. 
Talner,  U. 
I'ccbcll,  Cape. 


rraed,  W.  T. 
Prothcroc,  K. 
Hound,  C  it. 
RuMill,  Lord  J. 
Un«%eU.  C. 
Hydi-r.  hoo.  ft.  I). 
Siaiiton,  W.  II. 
Siiitoii.  hoo.  II.  M. 
Troiiff,  J 
Turner,  K. 


Vane.  Lord  II. 
\'rre.  Sir  C.  B. 
V>rTan,  Sir  It.  K. 
\\  addiiiKtoa,  II   S. 
WMOi,  Sir  J.  li 
Wynn.ri.hn.l  .W.W. 

iiiira^. 
Malion.  Viict. 
Inglit,  Sir  K.  II 


Lilt  of  the  NoKt. 


Ai(lionby,  H.  A. 
A I  111  worth,  V. 
Alil:tm.  W. 
Bjtkvrvillr.  T.  B.  M. 
Berkelry,  hnn.  1*. 
Bowriiig,  Dr. 
Broad  ley,  II. 
llro«klebunt,  J. 
Ilrodie,  W.  B. 
Broiherton,  J. 
liuifnld.  W. 
CaniplieU,  A. 
Chriitie,  W.  O. 
I'lrments  VikI. 
Clerk,  Sir  (». 
Coliden,  R. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncao,  (f. 
F.atiltope,  Sir  J. 
Kkou,  B. 
l-itiruy,  Tapt. 
Ftirtivr,  M. 
(iill,  T. 

tirahafli,  rl.  bn.  Sir  J. 
(•rccnall,  W 
(•fti^vctior,  I^ord  R. 
Ilardiiige,rt.hn.  Sirll. 
Ilardv.  J. 
llarrit,  J.  Q. 
Ileatl.coai,  J. 
Ilenl-y.  J.  W. 
ilii«ard,  hn.  F..O.G. 
John  Mill,  \V.  Cf. 
kfuichhull,  right  hon. 

Sir  K. 
Leader,  J.  T. 


Ijndtay,  II.  11. 
Ijilo«al,  VjktX  of 
Mainwariog,  T. 
Ma&tciman,  J. 
Milcalff,  II. 
Miichell,  T.  A. 
MnriMHi,  (leoeral 
(i'Bnen,  W.  S. 
O'ionocll,  M.  J. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  IL 
Trcl,  ri.  hon.  Sir  R. 
rhdipi,  M. 
rigoi,  rl.  hoo.  D. 
Plumpire,  J.  P. 
IN>lluck,  Sir  F. 
Ponier,  J. 
Raihlci|h,  W. 
Rawdou,  (k>l. 
Reade,  W.  M. 
Rout,  hon.  ('apt. 
SchnltAeld,  J. 
Scoit,  R. 
Snub,  B. 
Stanley,  Lord 
.StrutI,  K. 
Tancrwl,  II.  W. 
Thoroely,  T. 
\'tllien,  hoo.  C. 
Wakley.  T. 
W  lUiams,  W. 
WiUhere,  W. 
Wood,  B. 
Wood,  G.  W. 

TLLU.aS. 

Macaulav,  nJio.  T.  B. 
Evans,  \V. 


Words  rejected. 

I^rd  Makon  moved  to  ioscrt  in  the 
clause  the  words,  "  and  for  the  furtbor 
term  of  seven  yean,  commenciDg  ai  ike 
time  of  the  author's  death." 

Mr.  MaeatUav  could  not  eooaeot  to  the 
proposal,  and  snoold  again  divide. 

The  committee  divided  oo  the  qecslion, 
that  the  worda  be  added :— Ayes  91 ; 
Noes  33  ;-^Majority  58. 


Hit  of  ike  Ana. 


Acton,  Col. 
Adare,  Viict. 
A  IDS  worth,  r. 
Alhi,  J.  I*. 
Arbtttboou, 


U. 


BaikerviDe,  T.  B. 

Bell,  J. 

Blaca  stotia^  W .  9. 

Bolfield.B. 

— —  *■      11 
DieeMajf  Hf 
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{COMMONS} 


C(0}i 


Brotdwoody  H. 
Browne,  R.  D. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Buckley,  £. 
Campbell,  A. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Coote,SirC.H. 
Darb^,  0. 
Dickiniion,  F.  II. 
Egerton,  Lord  F. 
Eetcourt,  T.  G,  B. 
Fielden,  J. 
Ferrand,  W.  B. 
Tittroy,  Capt. 
Forbes,  W. 
Fox,  C.  R. 
Fremantle,  Sir  T. 
Falter,  A.  £. 
Gill,  T, 

Gladstone,  rt.bn.W.B. 
Goring,  C. 

Graham,  rt.  bn.  Sir  J. 
Greenall,  P. 
Grogan,  E. 
Hamilton,  W.J. 
Hardinge,  rt.bn.SirH. 
Ilardy,  J. 
Hayes,  Sir  E. 
Heneage,  G.  U.  W. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
HillsboroQgh,  Earl  of 
Howard,  bo.  C.W.  G. 
Howard,  hn.  E.  G<  G. 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
JoUifie,  Sir  W.  G.  H. 
KnatchbuU,  right  hon. 

Sir  £. 
Law,  bon.  C.  E. 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lindsay,  H.  li. 
Lockbart,  W. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
Mainwaring,  T. 


Manners,  Lord  C.  S. 
Manners,  Lord  J, 
Marsham,  Viscu 
Masterman,  J. 
Milnes,  R.  M. 
Mitcalfe,  H. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
0*Connell,  M.  J. 
Ogle,  8.  C.  H. 
Palmer,  R. 
Pechell,  Capt. 
Peel,  ft.  bon.  Sir  R, 
Pigot,  rt.  hon.  D. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Power,  J. 
Praed,  W.  T. 
Protheroe,  E. 
Rashleigh,  W. 
Reade,  W.  M. 
Hose,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Round,  C.  G. 
Rous,  hon.  Capt. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Russell,  C. 
Scholefield,  J. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Tancred,  U.  W. 
Trotter,  J. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Vvvyan,  Sir  R.  R. 
Waddinffton,  II.  S. 
WaUh,SirJ.  B. 
Wilshere,  W. 
Wodehouse,  E. 
Wynn,rt.hn.C.W.W, 

TELLERS. 

Mahon,  Visct. 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 


List  of  the  Noes. 

Leader,  J.  T. 
Listowel,  Earl  of 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
Morison,  General 
PhiliDs,  M. 
Rawaon,  Col. 
Smith,  B. 
Strott,  £. 
Thomely,  T. 
Turner,  E. 
Villiers,  hon.  C. 
Wakley,  T. 
Williams,  W. 
Wood,B. 
Wood,  G.  W. 

TCLLCaS. 

Macaulay,rt.hn.T.B. 
£? ans,  W. 

Mr.  Macaulay  moved,  to  leave  out 
*'  tweDiy-eight  years,**  in  order  to  insert 
**  foity-iwo  jetrsi**  instMid  thereof. 


Aglionby,H.  A. 
Aldam.  W. 
Berkeley,  hon.  C. 
Bowrinv,  Dr. 
Brocklehurst,  J. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
Brotberton,J. 
Bosfeild,  W. 
Christie,  W.  D. 
CleoMnts,  Visct. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncan,  G. 
Euthope,  Sir  J. 
£scott,B. 
Forster,  M. 
Grosfenor,  Lord  R. 
Harris,  J.  Q. 
Heathcoat,  J. 


Mr.  Aglkmhf  oiiget 
as  being  worse  for 
original  proposition. 

Mr.  Maanday  tho 
a  term  of  forty-two  j 

The  committee  dii 
'<  That  the  words  twe 

Brt  of  the  dause  :**- 
ajority  79. 

Liitoft 

Berkeley,  hn.  C. 
Blake,  Sir  V. 
Bownng,  Dr. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncan,  G. 
EaUhope,  Sir  J. 
Escott,  B. 
£?ans,  W. 
Forster,  M. 
Harris,  J.  Q. 
Leader,  J.  T. 

LiMt  of  i 

Acton,  Col. 
Adare,  Vise. 
Ainsworth,  P. 
Aldam,  W. 
AUix,  J.  P. 
Baskenrille,  T.  B.  M. 
Beckett,  W. 
fiotfield,  B. 
Broadley,  II. 
Broadwood,  II. 
Brocklehurst,  J. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Buckley,  E. 
Campbell,  A. 
Christie,  W.D. 
Clements,  Vise. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Crosse,  T.  B. 
Currie,  R. 
Darby,  G. 
Dickinson,  F.  H. 
Egerton,  Lord  F. 
Eliot,  Lord 
F^tcourt,T.  G.  B. 
Famham,  E.  B. 
Fielden,  J. 
Fitzroy,  Captain 
Forbes,  W. 
Fox,  C.  R. 
'Fremantle,  Sir  T. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gill,  T. 

Gladstone,rt.  hn.W.E. 
Gore,  hon.  R. 
Goring,  C. 

Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
Greenall,  P. 
Grogaoi  E. 
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Ccpfffigki. 


140S 


Rffftde.W.M. 
Rcia  Sir  J.  K. 
Ktpion.(;.  W  J. 
Rot«,  rl  lion.  Sir  O 
Ruiifll,  Ijord  J. 
IIuimII.C 
Kyder,  lion,  (i    U 
Stanley,  I^onl 
Siiiiiioii.  W.  II. 
Suiioii,  hoh   II.  M. 
Tancrnl,  II.  W. 
Trotter,  J. 
Turner,  K. 
Vaoc,  LunI  II. 


Vert,  Sir  C.  B. 
WaddinKton,  If.  S. 
WftUh,  Sir  J.  B. 
\ViUh«rr.  W. 
Wod chouse,  K. 
Wood.  Col.  T 
Wood.  (;   W. 
Wonlcy,  Lord 
WorUey,  hun   J.  S. 
Wyiiii.rt.hii.l   \\.\>. 

TiLir-Rv 

MBhfin,  Vi«ci. 
Iiiglit,  Sir  K.  II. 


Tbe  words  *'  forty-lwo  ycari'*  were  in 
terted. 

On  ibe    c|uestion   that   the  clauic 
amended  itand  part  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  H'akley  thought  the  claute  so  ob- 
jectionable and  so  uofatourable  to  the 
poblic.  without  brnefittiog  the  author,  that 
he  mutt  divide  against  it. 

The  committee  again  divided— A jes  9G, 
Noes  17  ;  Majority  79. 

Lisi  of  ike  Ates. 


Acton,  Col. 
Ad^re,  Viicl. 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
Aldim.  W. 
Barinf,  hoo.  W.  B. 
Baiktmllt.  T.  B.  M. 
Beckett,  W. 
BoldtioJI.  O. 
Botfiald,  B. 
Broadlty,  II. 
Hroadwood,  II. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Bnckley,  K. 
Buifeild,  W. 
Caapbell,  A. 
Christie,  W.  D. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Colborne.bn.W.N.R. 
CnNse,  T.  B. 
Darby.  G. 
Dickinson,  F.  If. 
I>odd.  G. 
Douf  las.  Sir  C.  E. 
Kalon,  R.  J. 
Kicrrton,  Lord  F. 
I.lioi,  Lord 
lUtcourt,  T.  Ct.  B. 
Karnham,  E.  B. 
Kicldco,  J . 
Fiiiruy,  (*Apt. 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Forhct.  ^^  • 
Foi.  i    K. 
Ffcinantlc,  Sir  T. 
Fuller,  A.  K. 
<;ill,T. 

(f  latUlonr,  rt.bn.  W.E. 
(•ore,  hon.  R. 
Gonng ,  C. 


Graham,  rt.  hn.Sir  J. 
(•rim«ton,  Vitct. 
Grogso,  K. 
llamiUon,  W.  J. 
Hardingr,  n.hn.  Sir  H. 
Hardy,  J. 
Hayes,  Sir  E. 
ileneage,  G.  H.  W. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Howard.  hn.C.W.G. 
Jemyn,  Earl 
Jocelyn,  Visct. 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Johnstone,  II. 
JolUfle,SirW.G.  H. 
KnaicbbttU,  ncht  hon. 

SirE. 
I.aw,  hon.  C.  E. 
Lincoln,  F.arl  of 
Lindiay,  H.  H. 
Ijttowvl,  F.ari  of 
Ixxkhart,  W. 
Mackentie,  W.  F. 
M'Geachy,  F.  A. 
Mainwnring,  T. 
Marsham,  ViKt. 
Milnes.  R.  M. 
Mori  ion.  General 
Newry,  Viiet. 
G*Bncn,A.S. 
G'Conaell,  M.  J. 
Palmer,  R. 
Fatten,  J.  W. 
Feel,  n.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel.  J. 

Pigoi,  rt .  hon.  D. 
Plumpire,J.  P. 
Rashleigh,  W. 


Reade.  W.  M. 
Ri-id,  Sir  J.  R. 
lteptoii.il.  W.J. 
Rule.  rt.  hon.  Sir  (i. 
RtHii,  hoo.  Capl. 
Kum'll.  C. 
liyder.  hon.  G.  I). 
Sianlvy,  Lord 
Stanton.  W.H. 
Slujri,  II. 
Sutton,  hon.  II.  .M. 
Tancrwi.ll.  W. 


Vane,  Lord  H. 
Vcre,  Sir  C.  B. 
Waddington.  H.  S. 
WaUh,SirJ.B. 
W  ilUiere,  W. 

Wood,  Col.  T. 
W'oriley.  hon  J    S. 

Wynn.rt.bn.C.W.W. 

TiLLra^. 
Mahon.Vitcl. 
Infill.  Sir  R   II. 


Lnt  of  ike  Nuch. 


Berkeley,  boo.  C 
Ulakc,  Sir  V. 
Bowring,  Dr. 
lirotherton,  J. 
(  Ivmentf,  VimI. 
Duncan.  G. 
Easthope,  Sir  J. 
Evans,  W. 
Forsicr,  M. 
ilarnt,  J.  ij. 


leader,  J  T 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
Smith,  B. 
Stratt,  K 
Thomely,  T. 
Villiers,  hon.  C. 
Williamt.  W. 

TKLLSaS. 

Aglionby,  II. 
Wakley,  T. 

Mr.  IVakUy  thought  the  clause  so  ob- 
jectionable, that  it  ought  to  be  omitted. 

On  the  fooith  clause  (in  cases  of  sub* 
sisting  copyright,  tbe  eiieoded  term  to  be 
enjoyed,  eicept  whep  it  shall  belong  to  an 
assignee  for  other  consideration  than  na* 
taral  love  and  affection ;  in  which  case  it 
shall  cease  at  the  eipiratioo  of  the  pmeot 
term,  onleu  its  eztension  shall  be  agreed 
to  between  the  proprietor  and  aotbor). 

Tbe  committee  aivided  on  the  quealioa^ 
**  That  the  clause,  as  amended,  stand  part 
of  tbe  bill  t^^Ayes  69,  Noes  36;  Majority 
43. 
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lutely  oeeetMry  to  iotroi 
for  making  these  alten 
suggest  to  the  right  h 
propriety  of  introdiiciDg 
miting  its  doration  to  t 
the  subject  would  again 
refisioo  of  Parliament, 
have  to  decide  whether  t 
be  continued  or  not.  H< 
dent  in  asking  this,  beci 
vinced  that  this  bill  wt 
hopes  which  would  be  di 
also  recollected  what  oct 
last  Corn-bill  was  before  1 
the  credulity  of  the  fa 
upon  in  such  a  waj  aa  U 
believe  that  the  continual 
sure  would  be  of  a  con 
duration  than  it  would  be 
facturers  also  of  thb  c< 
gloomy  prospects  befon 
trade  was  in  a  most  desp 
thought  that  it  would  be 
fixed  period  should  be  na 
sion  of  the  matter. 

Sir  R.  Peel  observed 
courteous  manner  in  whi< 
tleman  had  appealed  to  \ 
at  ooce  to  state  that  he 
to  his  suggestion.    The 
seemed  to  intimate    thi 
might  arise  from  a  feelic 
as  to  the  duration  of  tl 
but  he  would  suggest  th 
a  clause  limiting  the  du; 
for  one  year,  all  the  efi 
would  be  occasioned,  a 
time,  a  pretty  ffeneral  o 
▼ail  that  the  dIII  wouI 
materially  altered  in  the 
year ;  for  his  own  part, 
confident  that  this  woul 
nor  would  any  necessit; 
change  arise.  Under  thi 
he  could  not  assent  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman.    H 
the  state  of  trade  allu< 
Member,  and,  above  all 
so  much  depressed  at  a 
when  they  had  every  re: 
better  state  of  things ; 
much  of  this  to  the  circ 
country   wished  to  kn* 
determination   of    Pari 
Corn-law  and  the  taril 
would  recommend  the 
both  with  as  little  dela; 

Dr.  Bowring  would  i 
right  hon.  Baronet  w 


The  clauses  to  14  were  put  and  agreed 
to. 

House  resumed. 

Chairman  reported  progress,  committee 
to  sit  again* 

Public  Houses  Bill.]  On  the  Order 
of  the  Day  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Public  Houses  Bill, 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  that  he  had  to 
request  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Westminster,  to  postpone  the  further 
progress  of  this  bill  for  a  few  days,  and,  in 
doing  so,  he  could  assure  the  gallant 
Officer  that  he  believed  that  by  a  post- 
ponement, such  an  arrangement  might  be 
made  as  would  be  satisfactory  to  all 
parties. 

Captain  Rous  observed,  that  under  the 
circumstances  he  would  willingly  postpone 
the  bill ;  but  he  would  then  give  notice 
that  he  should  bring  it  forward  that  day 
fortnight. 

Bill  postponed. 

CoaN  Impoetation  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  that  the  Corn 
Importation  Bill  be  reported, 

Mr.  M,  Gibson  remarked  that,  as  he 
believed  that  this  bill  was  only  a  step 
to  further  and  more  extensive  changes  in 
the  Corn-laws,  and  believing,  as  he  did, 
that  before  long  it  would  become  abso- 1 
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the  tufrgeition  of  tlic  hon.  Member  for 
Mancheticr.  that  be  would  undertake 
to  lakethii  bill  into  his  consideration  next 
year. 

Sir  li.  Peel:  If  on  the  measure  being 
brought  into  operatK>o,  the  boo.  Member 
was  diftsatitticd  with  the  result,  it  would 
be  open  to  him  or  any  other  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  move  for  its  repeal. 

Report  brought  up  and  agreed  to.  Bill 
to  be  a  third  time. 

Tim  BIB  Ships.]  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Gladitone,  it  was  resolved,  that  the 
House  will  immediatelv  rcsoUe  itself  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  I  louse  to  consider 
of  a  resolution  for  preventing  ships  clear- 
ing out  from  any  port  in  British  North 
America,  or  in  the  settlement  of  lloo- 


dona  from  loading  any  part  of  their  cargo 
of  timbtff  «pon  deck. 

House  in  oommittee. 

Mr.  daditome  proposed,  that  the  chair« 
man  be  directed  to  moto  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  on  the  terms  of  iho  resolution. 
The  right  hon.  (teotleman  stated*  tkat  the 
prnent  bill  on  this  subject  would  eipiit 
on  the  last  day  of  this  month,  and  aa  it 
had  worked  most  beneficially,  he  trusted 
that  the  committee  would  agree  to  the 
resolution,  and  allow  it  to  be  leported,  so 
that  a  bill  founded  on  it  might  be  intro- 
duced without  delay. 

Resolution  agreed  to.  House  resumed, 
resolution  reported,  a  bill  founded  on  it 
ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

House  adjourned. 
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862,  663,  664 

Cochrane,  Mr.  A.  D.  R.  W.  B. 
Church  of  Scotland,  638,  642 

Cockbum,  Right  Hod.  Sir  G. 
Navy  Estimates,  90,  99, 105,  200,  201 

Colchester,  Lord 
Admiralty,  The  late,  131 

Colonial  Pasteneer»--VaH  Diemen*i  Land,  c. 
Com.  419;  Rep.»  837 

CoWille,  Mr.  C.  R. 
Child  Murders,  722 

Poor-La w — Gilbert  Unions,  Com.  moved  for, 
822 

ConMoUdated  Fund,  c.  lR»  511;  2R.*  r>B4  ; 
3R.*837;  /.  1R.«  835;  2R.«  929;  3R» 
ib. ;  Royal  Assent,  1109 

Cansylar  FMbliMhmtnt,  r.  '220 

Copyright  Amendment  (Viscount  Mahon),  c. 
1R.«  41;  2R.  694;  Rep.*  1109;  Com. 
1116  ;  Recnm.  d.  1,  1348  ;  cL  3,  1391  [A. 
56,  N.  68,  M.  12],  1397;  Amend.  FA.  91, 
N.  33,  M.  581. 1398 ;  2nd  Amend,  [o.  <j.  A. 
22,  N.  161,  M.  79],  1400;  2nd  Div.  [u.  q. 
A.  96,  N.  17,  M.  791,  1^1  »  «*'•  4  [A.  69, 
N.  26,  M.  43],  1402 


of  Iksigm,  c.  2R.  667 


Com  Averages,  Effect  of,  on  Tithes,  r.  43  ; — 
Additional  Towns,  44 


DEX.}        COR.       ^       DB 

Com  Bonded,  c.  Leave.  646 ;  IR.*  589 

—  Importation,  r.  IR.  ii,  136)  2 
[A.  284.  N.  176,  M.  108],  405 
Com.  519  [A.  230,  N.  115,  M.  115 
cl.  2,  574;  ci.  5,  579;  d.  8,  H. 
580  fr.  p.  A.  89,  N.  64,  M.  25],  58 
1297,  1320;   c/.  29,  1299  [A.  202, 

M.  1333.  ^33^'   ^'^^>  ^^^^»  ^ 
cl.  26,  1326  ;  d.  27,  ib  [A.  242.  N. 
205],  1330;   add.d.\3Z5;  Rep.  1' 
AntS'Carn-Law 

,  — .^—  of,  from  America,  c 

Cornwall,  Duchy  of,  I.  2R.*  120;  Com 
3R.*  409 ;  Royal  Assent,  583 

Cottenham  Indoeure,  c.  3R.*  837;  /.  IB 
2R.'  1026 

Cottenham,  Lord 
Lunacy,  IR.  206,  207 

CowardTs  Divorce,  l.  IR.*  1026 

Cow  per,  Hon.  W.  F. 
Church  of  Scotland,  Com.  moved  for,  6 
Income-Tax,  Com.  1218 
Navy  Estimates,  197 

Crawford,  Mr.  W.  S. 
Income-Tax,  Com.  1253 

Criminal  JuriadidioH  of  Courts  cf  Qmt\ 
iiow,/.lR.«722 

Cromarty  Court  House  see  Rou 

Curteis,  Mr.  H.  B. 
KIton,  Mr,  his  case,  181.  191 
Income-Tax,  Com.  1211.  1215 
Marriage  Law,  Leave,  697 

Customs  Duties —The  Tariff,  c.  934  see  ' 

Dalmeny,  Lord 
Income-Tax.  Com.  978 
Yarmouth  and  Norwich  Railway,  2R. 
1027 

Darby,  Mr.  G. 
Com  Importation,  Com.  541  ;  ci.  89,  I 
Poor-Uw— Gilbert  Unions,  1092 

Darlington  Bailway  see  Northern  Union 

D*Eyncourt,  Right  Hon.  C.T. 
Income-Tax,  Com.  1 149 

D*Israeli,  Mr.  B. 
Consular  EitUblishment,  220,  267, 280 

Denman,  Lord 
Affirmations.  BaptinU',  IR.  418 
Evidence,  Law  of.  2R.  208,  216 

Deptfifrd  Pier,  r.  1R.«  217  ;  2R.»  511 
Derby  Railu^y  see  Birmingham 
Dcrwentwatcr  Indosure  see  CastUrigg. 
Designs  Cojfyright  see  Copyright 


DEV.        —        DUN.        {I  N  I)  E  X.}        DUN.        —        EXC. 


Devon,  Earl  of 

Poor-I^w  Returns— tV  ol  Mtrhinfry.  4lh 

Do/resinee  Miptufactwitig  Dutriett 

Divisions,  Listi  of 
Army  Kttimalefl,  Ameod.  |A.  12»  N.  144.  M. 

132].  178;  Snd  AmcDd.  |».f.  A.  K'U,  N.  17, 

.M.  116],  179  , 

Bt»hoprtc*,  Wmt  India,  Com.  Amrnd.  [o.  f .  A. 

126,  N.  17.  M.  HI9K496  ' 

Cbfltfoluini  and  (treat  Wetlem  Vnion  Railimy, 

lUp.  A4i.  I  A.  74,  N.  1 10,  M.  96],  1344 
Church  oTScoUand,  Com.  roovvd  for  [.A.  6i,  N.  , 

139.  M.  771,  653 
Coprrisht,  iYfom.<r/.  3  |A.  M,  N.  6s,  M.  I'il*  ' 

1397 *>  Amend.  |A.9I.N.3.^.M..V<].  I39H; 

*ind  Amend,  lo.f.  A.  :!2,  N    101,  M.  79K 

14410 ;  3nd  Div.  (a.  a.  A.  96,  N.  17.  M.  79). 

1401  ;  ct.  4  [A.  69,  N.  26,  M.  43|,  I40S 
Corn  ImporUtkm.  SR.  (A.  *2H4.  N.  176.  M. 

lOS),  405;  Com.  (A.  8.10.  N.  116,  M.  llJil, 

572  ;  rr.».  A.M9,  N.64.  M.  i5|.581  ;  r/.  27 

|A.  24-2,  N.37.  M.WCil,  1330;    cf.iS  (A. 

202,  N.  69,  M.  133),  13.12 
Edinburgh  and  (tlaigow  Railirar,  Com.  [A.  4A| 

N.25,M.2I),7A7 
ExcbfQucr  Uillt,  Fooced,  Rrp.  aM.  r/.  |  A.  64, 

N.77.M.  13],  1250 
lncome«Tax,  Com.  (r.  p.  A.  51.  N.  328,  M. 

277],  1009;   2nd  Div.  {r,p.A.*M.  N.2I1, 

M.    150).  lOlM;    [r.  p,  A.  n7,  N.  t90.  M. 

203),  I2J2;   2nd  Div.  (r.  ^A.M,  .N.  225, 

M.  141],  1215 
Marria^  Uw,  Leave  [A.  I0I»,  N.  123,  M.  231, 

720 
Marylebone  PaTiog,  2R.  (A.  206.  N.  131,  M. 

75),  591 
Navy.  8ute  of  thc«2od  Rea.  (A.  40.  N.I3K.  M. 

98).  1069;  3rd  Ret.  [A.  47,  N.  139.  M.  1>3], 

1070 
Opium  wweA  by  the  Cliioete,  CompenmtioQ 

forfA.37.N.«7,  M.50).  795 
Pbor-Laar— Gilbert  Unloot.  Com.  moved  for 

[A.41.N.  108.M.671,K32 
South vark  Improvement  (No.  2).  Rep.  (A.  5, 

N.  36,  M.  31),  1291 
Yarmouth  and  Nonrieh  Railway,  2R.  [A.  75. 

N.  16,  M.  59),  1028 

Doneithire,  MagiUrmcy  of^  aee  M^gtdrwcy 

Douglas,  Sir  G.  E. 
FloaUng  Braakvater.  1297 
Severn  NavigatUMi»  933 

Douglas,  Sir  II. 
Army  Eatiomtet,  169 

DrwiM^  (^ /re^oMf;,  c.  lR.«  1027;  CR.*  1219 

DmgkeJm  Htvbow,  c.  2R.'  1219 

Jhiblm  Poiict,  c.  IR.*  583 ;  2R,*  1219 

— —  Hoytii  Sodfty,  c.  604 

Dmchf  of  (Vnnra//  see  Ccrmemli 

Duncooibe,  Mr.  T.  S. 

Vom  Imoortattoo,  Com.  570 

Income-tai^C^haritable  Kundt,  83N ;  Com. 
1018,1021,1207.1854.  1862  i  8od  Rraolu- 
tion,  1869  (  3rd  ReMlutwo.  I2H9 

Poor-law— Gilbert  Untoot,  Cooi.  moved  for, 
807,831 


Duocombe,  Mi«T.  S.— «wil»fiiie«/.    . 
Rural  Pblice.  I07H 
SaUurd  (iaol-  .Mr.  HagUiawe.  59h 

Ihtmduikmml  Aiivi5ni/^  Kmn/,  r.  iR*  1109 

Dundas  Rear  Admiral  J.  W.  D. 
Cliiheioe  F^lection — Intimidation  of  Wiinemea, 
ia'l2 

Ihtmkf  ami  Arbnulk  Ratiuvy,  c.  1 R.  •  J 1 7 

IhifT,  .Mr.  J. 
Church  of  Scotland,  645 
Ci»tomt  Dutiet^Tbe  Tariff,  935 

Kbnngton,  Viscount 
(  orn    Imporution,  2R.  Amend.  304.   Ceai. 
cl.  27,  1328 

KccieBtaMiwrni    CcrporoiMmi    Ijtumg  see  jjfHn- 
lual 


(Vwr/i,/.  120 

//iMwjTj  i/  Ketukmcef  /.  IR.*  418; 

2  It*  929 

KdtHhtiqilk  ami  Oiaigow  K«i/may,  r.  3R.*  41  ; 
Cum.  7;Hi,  [A.  46,  N.  25,  .M.  21]  757 

Ktiucatum  (  irtimnd\  /.  41 1 ;  f.  036 

Kgerion.  Right  Hon.  Lord  K. 
(  opyright  of  Deufntt,  2R.  6h6 
.Marriafe-I^w,  Leave,  2H3,  715 
Salfora  (;aoi-.Mr  Bagthawe,  598,  M)3 

Kkctmm  FeiUwm^Ahmi€t  of  m  Atemker,  f.T5r 
see  CidJkroe —  formes 

Eliot,  l^rd 
Rarrittrra  (Ireland),  I^eave,  1295 
DuMin,  Royal  Sorirtjr.  604 
l-:ducation  (Ireland;,  937 
FiUieriea  (Ireland),  H39 
KUnaglian.  Jame*.  Heath  of,  1(^4 
Pkny Crimes  [Ireland).  153,  154.  155 
Spy  Sjrvtem( Ireland;.  30 1 

tJlamen  mmd  Ch€U€r  CMi/,c,  iR.*  299;  2R.* 
584 


Ellice,  Mr.  E. 
Caledonian  Caaal,  303,  660  ;  Com. 
H35 


BOeed  for. 


Uhce,  Right  Hon.  E. 

Inmme-Tai,   Com.     1257;    8od    Reag|«tiM» 
1269 

FJiam.  Mr^  ku  rose,  r.  iHi 

Eiy  Pimet  ImpnwemetU,  r.  1 R*  1 110 

Kmigrmimm  see  ITcaf  Imita 

Rfutiahie  Gas  ComptMy,  c.  lit*    136;  2R.* 
584 

Estcourt,  Mr.  T.  G.  B. 
Cheltenham  and  Gient  Wetteia  Cuion  RailonVp 

Rep.  1344 
Edinburgh  and  Gfaufow  Railwav.  756 

EmJemet,  Ltm  of.i,  2R,  2UH 

Enkqmr  hdlM^  Jt'^rgti,  c.  tR.*  41 ;  2R.*  135; 


EXC.       ~ 


lkJrcA«fif<r  Biils,  F«r^«l<— ooDtinued. 
302 ;  Rep.  513, 1117,  1221 ;  cl.  S,  Amend. 
1221  ;  cl.6;  Amend.  1240;  add,  d.  1241  ; 
[A.  64,  N.  77,  M.  13],  1250,  1290;  SR.* 
1339 

— ,  Forgery  iif,  /.Com*  moved  for,  9 

>        Loan  Aeti,  e.  497 


PRE.        {INDEX}       FRO.       —       ORi 

JVodiAiMi,  Small  Dehii  see  Ibiiicani 


Exchequer,  Chancellor  of  the  Me  Chancellor  of 
tlie  Exchequer 

Farmen  and    Gardenen  HaiUUme   Atsurance 
Cow^ity,  c.  1R«*  299 

Favenham  Navigation,  c,  iR.*  584 

Ferrtnd,  Mr.  W.  B. 
Maoofiicturers,  The— The  Trade  Syttetn,  52, 
56, 140, 141, 151,  665, 662,  666 

Ferrybridge  and  B(troughbridge  Road,  c.  IR.* 
418 

Fielden,  Mr.  J. 
Manufacturers,  The  Master,  150 

FierviO^M  NaturaliMation,  I.  IR.*  583 

Jmoitre,/.  510 

Fimmdal  Documenti,  c.  467 

Statement  see  IncomC'Tax — Mays  and 


Meant 
Fish,  IXUiet  an^  c.  838 

FiMkeriet  (Ireland),  c.  839  ;  1  R.«  1339 

Fitzgerald,  Lord 
Admiralty,  The  Ute,  134,  135 

Fitzroy,  Captain  R. 
Copyright  of  Designs.  2R.  690 
National  Floating  Breakwater,  SR.  584 
Navy  Estimates,  197 

Fitzwilliam,  Earl  of 
Finance,  510 

Flanaghan,  James,  Death  of,  c.  1072 

Fleetwood  Imprtwetnent,  and  Market,  v.  iR.* 
511  ;  *2R.«  1027 

Floating  Breakwater,  c,  1295 
Flour,  Bondi/tg,  c.  300 

Follett,  Sir  W.  W.  see  Solicitor-General,  Tlie 
Forged  Erchcqucr  Hills  see  Exchequer 

Forster,  Mr.  M. 
c:ustoms  Dutie»>-The  Tariff,  934 
Quarantine,  618 

Fortcscue,  Earl  of 
Poor-lair,  723 

Forth  and  Clyde  Navigatmn,c,  IR.*  837 
— ^  Marine  Insurance,  c.  1 R.*  837 

F'>x,  Colonel,  C.  R. 
Spain,  ln\'asion  of,  68 

French  Amhoisador,  'lihe  see  Aberdoen^Spam 


Gardeners  net  Farmen 

Gas  Con^pania  see  Brml/brrf-- JSfia 
Nottingham^South  MeiropoHtwi 

Gihson,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Com  Averages,  Eflect  of,  on  Tithes,  4! 
ImportatioD,  Com.  539 ;  e/.  9,  IS 

port,  1403 
Income-tax  on  Pensions,  007, 606«  lA 

1811 ;  Snd  Resoltttion,  1264,  lS7i 

Gilbert  Unions  see  Poor-law 

Gladstone,  Right  Hon.  W.  E, 
Copyright  of  Designs,  SR.  682 
Com  Iroportatioo«  SR.  360 }  Con.  oL 
et.  S9,  1S99.   1304;  W.  9.  I38S| 
Amend.  13S3;  c/.S7,  I3S7,  I33S 
Thrill;  The.  5M ;— Errors  in, 838^  111) 
Taxes  in  Foreign  Countries,  51 S 
Timher  Ships,  Overloading  of,  808 
moved  for,  1405, 1406 


CloMgew  and  Redbsum 
584 ;  2R.*  1219 


JRom^ 


iCityrft  Life  Asssamnoc  ami  Rem 


Company,  e.  IR.*  755 

— ,  Paisley,  Kilmarmfck  and  Ayr  1 
r.  2R.*  136  see  Edinburgh 

Police  (No.  2),  c.  lR.«  584 


1110;  (No.  3),  IR.*  1110 
GUgg's  Divorce,  L  lR.«  409 

Gloucester  and  Briitol  Rmhotiy  see  BrM 

Gore,  Mr.  W.  O. 

Severn  Navigation,  Report,  954 

Gosport  Pier,c.  lR.«419i  2R.*  SIT 

Goulhum,  Right  Hon.  II.  treCtianeello 
Exchequer 

Graham,  Rigtit  lion.  Sir  J.  R.  G. 
AntioCom-Law  Conference,  834 
Burying  the  Dead  in  Towns,  Com.  mo 

283 
Church  of  Scotland,  626 ;   Com.  moi 

648 
Income-Tax,  Com.  1014 
Manufacturing  DistricU,  Distress  in,  3< 
Navy  Estimates,  SOI 

,  State  of  the,  1041 

Paupers,  Scotch  and  Irish,  035 
Poor-La«r — Gilbert  Unions,  Com*  mcr 

8I4,816,HI8.  I09S 
Pridon  Discipline.  661 
Public  Houses,  SR.  postponed,  1403 
Rural  Police.  512,  1083 
Salford  Gaol— Mr.  Bagshawe,  508 
Turnpike  TrusU,  1116 

Granton  Pier  (No.  2),  e.  iR.^  511;  S» 
see  Burntisland 

Graiesend  Terrace  Pier,  c.  IR.*  SIT 
511 


Town  Pier,  c.  IE.*  2ir  i  36 


ORE         -  HAW  {IND 

GrtiU  Korlk  of  EHglaiiJ  RaUway,  t.  2tiMM     • 


EXJ 


HAW       -        HUT. 


Junction)  RaUi- 
ttetttn  RtHvay  sm  ChrUatham 


Ha>«t,Wr.-      -  - 

loroniP-Tai,    Cam.  Adjmirnaitnt.   KT.   M4, 

HON.  IIOS;  >nd  Rnolgliso.  IIO 
I^unaiic  Csuoij  Aijtumi,  iDipKtloB  of,  LmM, 


CwTL  ImpMtrtioB.r'virift  9,  Amrnd.  IMS 
B4tiihut]rh  »iid  iAu^o  .  RailnjF,  7M 
iDiinv-Tu.rom.  \^'":   l>tll'aalut>aa,IJ63i 
iaa  RnoUllun.  IM4.  ISU.  liMM 
OrtrwKk  UarhountC.  iH,Ml9  i  iK.*  584 
Gnmwkk   and   £mAm   Ru/««y   (No.    I},  t. 
3H.*  M*i  L  iiL*  itSi  (No.  1),  e.  1H.< 
1100 

Grey,  Right  Hon.  Sir  O. 
CUlbrrn*  ElaeUoD— lni'~ 

1033 
Inroaw-Tu,  C«M.  IDM.  1019.  lOIS 

Sootli  An-tnlii,  £11 
aoBtbunpUa  Electha,  MO 


CiwvitfM  Sxtrty,  e.  IR.*419;  3R.*  103T 
HoMmft-taMn  Jtcwdi.r.  IR.*  7Sj 

Hall,  Sir  B. 
loMtnr-Tax,  Coa.  IAI4 
Minurutaicn,  The— Tht  Track  9jM«t,iS 
Mriryl«baMF«*iii(,917i  tR.UI 

lluDilloo,  Lotd  C. 

CoDMUr  RtuUUbnrDU,  M4 
Harbourt     ie«    Jr^onaa — Grttmxk — Pit  I— 

Sallcoatt—SmmJiTH'ool—  WarloBcrfk     Wkk- 

Hirdinge,  Rigbl  Hen.  S«r  II. 
Aruij  EttiBUM,  lU,  ie4.  ]«,  174,  I7S,  176. 

IHO.  IM 
Na*f  R*timites  ll*! 
.State  of  T1i«,IO« 


MarrlFbon*  (■■vmi   JR.  i<« 

Pwr-Laii— (;<lb(rl  1  tijckii,  CoW.  ■■trf  fcl, 

Harlltpaol  Railway  icc  jtorfaMl 

llutic,  Mr.  A. 
Cora  I  mporMtMOt  Cmb.  W.  I,  ST7 

H>«n,  Mr.  B. 
Adjouraaifnt,  Eaatrr  Rrem,  1113 
<;h«MhEiUHii»,MU 

Cora   InpotWloo,  CwkW.  1,  &78t   cL  3S, 

1303.  1909 :  rl.  9.  I»l ;  cl.  t7.  l9t> 
Eiclivqarr  Blllt.  F«rrd.  R«p.««;  «4  IIU 

flBMcU  SuUmcal,  4fc3 


Ha;,  Sir  A.  I.. 

Church  of  KmUnd.  did 
FiMSdal  BUUBW,  M 


lltnUy.  Mr.  J.  W. 

Copjiltfht  or  Dtalpa,  tR.  M 

Ilirbcrt.  Hon  S. 
Naial  UAwrm.  lUiiriac  pMiloM  la,  137 
tint  btiiaaM.  6»,  IH.  iM,  1>7.  MO 

Hmckify  Readht.  3R.<  410)  I.  IR.*  Ml 


Uobhouw.  Hi|hl  Hon.  Sir. 
rndia.  Aflalriot.  4» 
MatflffaDdc  Pkting,  SI0 


Ilolfrcttt  RaaA,  e.  1 R.*  41  ;  iR.*  4 
Hoag   Kamg  ita  Ckiaac  War 

Hopr.Mr.  A.  J    B 

Haniagr  U*.  Lra*c,  390 
/iM^tAN,  Hot.  Boad,  M  hatim 


Hawich.  ViKOoDt 
Ana;  Euiaatt*.  IM,  )6B.  I7« 
<..ir.  I.i.|,.'.».^>.  II,  SR.  319,  SU,MI.,Cm. 

Ia^.-,.,-Ti..  -  M.rhLnrrj.    W;     Ce»  CT«, 
M.I,  ,t,'rr'-.-.     71,.  raM«c-Tu.«U 


Hull,  Mr.  W. 
,     Cora.  Boodrd.  Lm*»,  mo 

I      Flour,  iteodim,  3uv 
i>(adi  Dutin,  937 


IMP.         —       JUR.         {INDEX}        KBH. 

Imperial  Atturance  Company^  L  2R.«  1026 
BankofEfiglami,  c.  1R.»  299 


—        LBM. 


InchbeUy  (Glasgow)  Roads,  c.  iR.*  755;  2R.* 
1219 

Inclosure  see  BrUweU — Buddand^Coillerigg 
— Huish^-KUmmglon  — Medbowm-^  Ormaby 
— IFai^  Hill^Yate 

IncomC'Tax,  L  Lord  Brougham's  Resolations, 
507,  723;— c.  Right  ofPetUiomng,  513  ;— 
Machinery  594  ;— On  Petuiom  GOT  i-^ Her 
MajeMty  659  i^CharUaUe  Fundi  838;— 
Mechanic^  InUitutUm  1026;— Com.  839, 
939,  944  [r.p.  A,  51,  N.  328,  M.  277], 
1009;  2nd  Diw.  [r.p.  A.  91,  N.  241,  M. 
1501, 1018,1117,  1118, 1119;  [r.  p.  A.  87, 
N.  290,  M.  203],  1212;  2nd  Dit.  [A.  84, 
N.  225,  M.  141],  1215 ;  Amend.  1252;  1st 
Resolution  1263;  2nd  Resolution  1264; 
3rd  Resolution  1289 

Incumbents,  Leasing,  I.  2R.*  418 
IndemnUy,c.  IR.*  1290;  2R.«  1339 

■  Mutual  Marine  Assurance  Con^pany, 

c.  IR.*  419 

Jfu^  Affairs  of,  c.  421  see  Army 
Intimidation  of  Witnesses  see  Clitkeroe 

Ingestrie,  Viscount 
Flofttiog  Breakwater,  1295,  1296 
Navy  Estimates,  98, 107 

,  Suteofthe,  1053 

Severn  Navigatioo,  Report  934 

Inglis,  Sir  R.  U. 
Cbelteoham  and  Great  Western  Union  Railway, 

Rep.  1345 
Church  Exteoiion,  1115 
Clitheroe  filectioo— Intimidation  of  Witnesses, 

1032,  1033 
Copyright,  Recom.  ct.  1,  1371 
Exchequer  Bills,  Forgery  of,  1118;  Rep.  add, 

cl.  1245 
Marriage  Law,  Leave,  293, 298 
Navy  Estimates.  106 
West  India  Clergy,  Com.  492 

Ireland,  see  Barristers  —  Belfast  —  Carlow  — 
Drainage-— Dublin  Police — Dublin  Royal  So^ 
ciety  —  Dundalk  —  Education  —  Fisheria  — 
Flanaghan,  James — Kingston — Lough  Foyle 
•^Marriage — I^'ewgate  Gaol — North  Ameri" 
can  Association  —  Party  Crimes  —  Rivers  — 
Spirit  Duties  —  Spy  System  —  Temperance 
•-Wicklow 

Irish  Paupers  sec  Paupers 

Jardine,  Mr.  W. 

Opium  seised  by  the  Chinese,  Compenution 
for,  786 

Jerusalem,  Bishop  of,c.  1114 

Johnstone,  Mr.  J.  J.  II. 

locome-Tax,  Com.  ^nd  Resolution,  1279 

Jurisdiction  of  Justices^  (Quarter  SeesionSf  L 
1R.«  829 


Kemble,  Mr.  H. 
Exchequer  Bills,  Forged,  Rep.  mddmcL 
1249 


Kenne^,  Sir  R.,  L  7 

Kensington  Opening  see  Kni^isbridge 

Kilmarnock  Rmhot^  lee  Glagaso 

Kilmington  Imdoturt,  c.  IR.*  511 ;  2R.* 

Kinatomn   Marimr^  Ckureh,  c*  iR.* 
2R.«  1027 

Kingswinford  Smatt  Dehts,  c.*lR.«  1027 

KirhnUMcck  Road  (No.  1),  e.  IR.*  7$5\ 
1219 

KnatchbuU,  Right  Hoo.  Sir  £. 
ComImporution,8R.358,38l;   Com. 

1309 
Inoone-Tax,  Com.  Snd  ReaolatioBy  1961 

Knightibridge  and  KensingtOH  OpeHm§h  < 
584 

Labouchere,  Right  Hoo.  H. 
Cheltenham  and  Great  Western  Unkm  R 

Rep. 1345 
Clitheroe  Election— Intimidatioo  of  Wit 

1033 
Consular  Establishment,  S79 
Com  Importation,  Com.  cl,  5, 578 ;  cL  9 

cl,  99,  1318 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Railway,  756 
Floatinfc  Breakwater,  1296 
locone-Tax,  Corn.  906,  917 
Manufturturers,  The^The  Trade  SyttSfl 
Severn  Navigation,  Report  938 

Lambton,  Mr.  II. 
Manufacturers,  The  Master,  151 
South wark  Improvement  (No.  8),  Rep*  I 

Langdon  Road  see  Church  Strettom 

Lansdowne,  Marquesi  of 
F^ucation  (Ireland),  411,  418 

Larpent,  Sir  G.  G.  de  II. 
Opium  seised  by  the  Chinese,  Compel 
for,  774,  785 

Lawson,  Mr.  A. 
Cheltenham  and  Great  Western  Union  Hi 
Rep.  Amend.  1339,  1346 

Layard,  Captain  B.  V. 
Anglo  Portuguese  Legion,  598 
Army  Esthnates,  173 

Leader,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Marylebone  Paving,  2R.  590 

Izcdsand  Wakefield  Road,  c.  lR.«  136 

-^—  improofmen^,  c.  III.*  1110 

Lefevre,  Right  Hon.  C.  S.  see  Speaker/ 
Leicester  Road  see  Ashby-^ie^la^Zosiek 

Lemon,  Sir  C. 
Tariff,  The,  594 


LEN. 
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LennoK,l>ord  A. 
Army  RutimAteii,  163 
IVrcuiwioo  MuftketA.  604 

JxiPfs  Eiielicm^  c.  930 

Liddell,  Hon.  H.  T. 

IVwr.Uw'-Uilbcrt  UnKNit,  Com.  HMved  for, 
8i4 

JAeberi'i  NaiwraliMmiwm,  L   iR.*   501;    SR.* 
722  ;  3IC«  929  ;  c.  lR.«  930;  2R.«  1S89 

LimnU  Roads,  c.  iR.*  1110 

Lindsay,  Mr,  II.  11. 

IncoRM.Tui,  Com.  3nd  Rf«olutioo,  1809 
Opium  teiied  by  the  ChliMW,  Competition 
for.  739,  793»  796,  936 

Liverpool  horougk  Court,  e.  \K.^  419 

'  Cmal  se«  Binmmgkam 

Heaith  of  ike   Town  mud  BtMm^ 

Regulation,  e.  IR.*  419;  2R.«  658 

Jmp9vvemaa  e.  1 R.*  419 ;  HR.*  lOQJ 

Poor,  c.  1R.»  755 

Loan  SoeietieM*  Act  Omiimmnee,  /.  2R.*  202 ; 


Rep.*  409,  418  ;  3R.*  501 ;    Royal  Aittot 
1109 

Loch,  Mr.  J. 
Edinburgh  and  Olaifov  Railway,  757 

London  and  Blaekwmtl  R§ihny,  c.  1R.«  419; 
'2R.*  584  see  Greemwich 

Bridge  Jpproacka  ami  Royal  EMekmge 

Avenmet,  c,  1 R.*  930 

^^oaghfmfle  (Lower  Level)   Drain^gt,  e,  IR.* 

1110 


Dnmagtt 


1110 
Lunacy,  L  135;   iR.  203 

Lanatic  AMylmms,  (Afunty,  Impeetkm  of,  r.  Ltavt, 

797 


1219 


',  Licemed,  r.  I  R.«  837  ;   2R.« 


Lyndhont,  Lord  see  Chancellor,  The  Lord 

Macaalay,  Right  Hon.  T.  B. 
Army  lUtimalet,  163 

Copynght  2R.  695  ;  Rccom.  cL  I,  1363 ;  W.  3; 
Amend.  1391, 1394,  1397, 13W,  1399, 1400 


Mackinnon,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Burying  the  Dead  in  Towns,  Com.  moved 

3&I 
Marylebooe  Pacing.  319 ;  3R.  585, 587 

MagiUracy  of  DorMtthirt     Qamitr 
1029 


Mahon,  Viscount 
Copyright  SR.  694 ;  Com.  1 116, 1117 ; 
cL  1, 1348, 1383}  eLh  191,  UV7 } 
1386 


tor. 


Maidttom  amd  RockeUtr  Roads,  e.  lR«*  flT  ; 
2R.*  930 

Malmesbunr,  Earl  of 
Timber.  Duties  on,  836 

Mamketier  Imfrmm-^,  r.  3R.*  584  ;   /.    1 R.* 
583  ;  IR.*  835  ;  3R.«  1 109 


Miomway  sec  Skej^tUl 


Mangles,  Captmin  R.  P. 
West  Indies- Africn-Cmifrntion,  C 
for.  1107 


Manners,  Lord  J. 
Sotttbvarfc  ImprovcsMOts  (No.  2),  Rep.  1998^ 

1991 
Spain.  InvnsioQ  of.  69 
West  India  Clergy,  Com.  493 

MMaasifattwtftf  7m  soe  TfWK  tS^isffm 

Mmm/aehring  DitirkU,  Aslros  m,cWt 

Mmrvu  Mmtimy,  c.  iR.*   930;    2R.*    1037; 
Rep.*  1219 

Market   Harharoagh  amd  Bramptm   Rood;  c. 
IR  *  584 

Marktii  sc«  >1scl«Rwd — Tonringfam 

Mmriap  J^rna,  r.  I^anvf,  283 ;    Adj.  Debate^ 
695  QA.  100,  N.  123,  M.  233,730 

Marrieiga  (Ireland),  L  Con.  moved  for,  303, 
409,501,583;  r.  937 

Marykbone  Pavii^.  r.  217;  3R.  585  [A.  306, 
N.  131,  M.  75^^591 

Muttr,  Mr.  T.  W.  C. 
C*helienham  and  Great  Weslcni  Union  Railimr, 
Rep.  1343 

Masteman,  Mr.  J. 
Cora  Bill,  Opemtkn  of  the  New,  136 

Maute,  Hon.  F. 
Chnrch  at  8eoUaod,63l ;  Com.  moted  far,  flf, 

653 
Edinbnffb  and  GlascMr  Ranwny,  756 
FinandJ  PIm,  Minister^.  tt9.  940 
IncooBO-Tks,  Com.  1013.  lOtS,  1319 
TanipiheTnNlB|lli6 

Mrehmdnr  ImdkMmm  att  Jncom9.2W 

IfeAonmr  Imdmmt,  c.  lit*  584 

Memy  Cmaermiey,  e.  IR.*  419 

Miitopoliiam  Paieai  Hmo  J^anny  Camfuiy,  o 
1R.*584 

lftf(midC0mifMllmlbw,c3R.«584)  l«  UL* 
583;  2R.«835;  3R.'^1109 

Miltff,  Mr.  P.  W.  8. 
NnlioanI  Ploatl^  Bcnafcnnier,  IR.  IM 


Miln6a^Mr.  R.  M. 

Copyilgntv  Raeam.  el*  1, 
"-i,Lawt, 


MIN.       —       NOR. 


Idinto,  £«rl  of 
Admlnlty,  The  tote,  125, 134, 135 

Mitjord't  Dhorct,  c.  SR.*  584  j   /.  Royal  As- 
sent 1109 

Mold  Road  see  Wrexham 
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Norwich  RoUmm^  see  Tanmmik 
Oathi,  1. 835  see  AffinmUkm 


Monteaglty  Lord 
Exchequer  Bills,  Forgery  of.  Con*  moved  for, 

9, 38, 41 
Poor^Law  Returns— Use  of  Machinery,  416 

MorrisoQy  Mr.  J. 

Copyright  of  Designs,  2R.  691 
Mmrhirk  Road  see  Candmdang 

Moots,  Mr.  0.  F. 
Severn  Naviipttoo,  Report,  931, 934 

Mutiny.c.  iR.*  930;  3R.*  1037;  Rep.  1390 

Napier,  Captain  Sir  G. 
Army  Esttmates,  17lt  17t 
Bishoprics,  West  Indian,  430 ;  Com.  Amend. 

493,490 
Corn,  Importation  of,  from  America.  43,  43, 

404 
Marylebone  Paring,  3R.  590 
Naval  Oflficers,  Retiring  Pensions  to,  137 
Navy  EstimatM,  74,  93,  109,  117.  lU,  196, 

201 
,  Sutc  of  the,  1034,  1044,  1046,  1069, 

1060,1067 
Opium  Seised  by  the  Chinese,  Compenaatioo 

for,  777 

National  Floating  Breakwater  Compaay,  c.  IR,* 
419;  3R.«584 


Naval  Officeri,  Retiring  Femkmu  fo,  c.  137 

Naoy  Ettimate$,c,  69, 181 

StaH  of  the^  e.  1034;  3nd  Resolution, 
[A.  40,  N.  138,  M.  98],  1069  ;  3rd  Resolu- 
tion, [A.47,N.  139,  IVl.  92j,  1070 

New  Crou  Road$,  c.  1R.«  299 

New  Zealand  see  Australia 

Newcmtle  and  Darlington  Rot/toay  see  Northern 

Unkm 

Newgate  Gaol  (IMUm),  e.  IR.*  41;  3R.* 
135  }  3R.*  500*,  L  IR.*  583;  2R.«  835; 
Rep.«  929 ;  3R.«  ib. ;  Royal  Assent,  1109 

NichoU,  Right  Hon.  Dr.  J.  I. 
Marriage- Law,  Leave,  298 

Nottingham  Oat^  (No.  1),  c.  2R.*  136;  3R-* 

1110 

Norreys,  Sir  C.  D.  O.  J. 
Paupers,  Scotch  and  Irish,  935 

North  American  Coknid  AMwdatitm  {Irtlaitd), 
c.lR.*837 

Northern  Coal  Mining  Company,  r.  lIL*  419 ; 

2R.»  837 

'     Union    {Newcastle  and  Darlington 
Junction)  Railway ,  c.  lR,«  419  ;  2R.*  584 

Northwich  Small  Debts  see  Jlwiooni 


O'Brien,  Mr.  W.  S. 
Corn  Importation,  Com.  el,  5, 579 
Flanaghan,  James,  Death  e(  1973 
Inoome-Tto.Com«  U43 

O'Connell,  Mr.  D. 
Army  Eatimatea,  176 
CaUoIie  Sallora  and  Soldiers,  It 
Financial  Statement,  480, 489,  48C 
Marriage-Law,  Leave,  707 
Party  Crimes  (Ireland)  153, 154,  ] 
Prison  Discipline,  660 
Salfoc4  OaoU- Mr.  Ba«shaM»  6Qi 
Spain,  Invasion  of^  65, 68 
West-India  Clergy,  Com.  491, 4if 

O'Connell,  Mr.  J. 
Spy  System  (lielaiid),  800 

Ofims  SttMd  hy  tha  Chmettp  Camf 
c.  759,  [A.37,N.  87,  M.  50],  f 

Omeshy  Lsebmir€,e.  3R.*  136 

Oswald,  Mr.  J. 
fidinbnigh  and  Glasgow  RaOmy, 

Otley  Eoadnte  Tadcaster 

Paisley  RaUwa^  see  Glasgow 

Pakingtoo,  Mr.  J.  8. 
Corn  ImportatioQ,  3R.  304, 389 
Severn  Narigatioo,  Report.  931 
West-India  Clergy,  Com.  490 

Palmer,  Mr.  0. 
Com  Importation,  Com.  546 ;  c/* 

Palmer,  Mr.  R. 
Com  Importatioo,  Com.  ol.  37,  U 
Income-Tax,  Com.  1146 
Southwark  ImprovemenL  (No.3), 
Yarmouth  and  Norwich  RiUlway,  \ 

Palmerston,  Viscount 
Consular  EsUblishment,  358 
Opium  Seised  by  the  Chinese,  i 

for,  783 
Spain,  Invasion  of,  61 ;— The  Fi 

sador,  518 

Parish  Property,  c.  2R.*  511 ;  Rep 
3R.*  1290 

Parker,  Mr.  J. 
Cora  Importatioo,  Com.  c/.  3 ; 
577 

Party  Crimes  Ireland),  c  151 

Paupers,  Scotch  and  Irish,  c.  935 

Pechell,  Captain  G.  R. 
Com  Importatioo,  Com.  cL  8 ; 

580 
Fish.  Duties  on,  838 
Floating  Breakwater,  1395 
Navy  Estimates,  107, 1 19, 194, 11 
^,  Stale  of  the,  1054,1065 


PEC.       —        PEN. 


PechelU  Capuin,  G.  R. 
Poor-LAw^Gilhert  rniont.  Com.  raorcd  for, 
811,H16,817,HI8.  1084.  I09S 

p€ckham  iJfrhting  see  CdunbtnerU 

Peel,  Kiglit  lloiu  Sir  R. 
AdjourDoi^nt.  1  KM,  1109, 1113,  UU 
Algiers.  Poiwefsion  of,  137 
Anglo- Port uin>e*e  I^Kioii,698 
Arniy  in  India,  7^S,  7i>9 
Banking,  13H 

Caledonian  Canal.  303.  660 
Canton.  Random  oC— Revenue,  1348 
CaUiolic  Sailori  and  Soldien.  61 
(■attJe«  Duties  on,  9l38 
Cheltenham  and  Great  Weitcm  Taion  Rail- 

wajft  Rep*  1346 
Chioeiie  War— Hong  Koog.  608 
Church  of  Scotland.  Com.  mofed  for,  650 
Clith^rt>e  Election— IntimldiUiiA  ct  WitneaMfly 

iu:{*2 
Coaln.  Kiport  of.  834 
Consular  EsUblithment,  3i>4, 261 
CopTright.  Com.   1116;  Recom.  cl.  3,   1393, 

1397 
Corn  Averages,  Kflect  of.  on  Tithes,  44 

,  Bondfil,  liPave,  646 

Imporution.  1R.44,  136;  3R.3(M,327. 

349. 368, 39i.  £13 ;  Goal.  648 ;  r/.  9.  £76, 977, 

678  ;  et.  6.  679;  r/.  R,  li. ;   el.  9.  680. 681. 

1331  i  cl.  9^,  1300,  131  J.  1316, 1319i  cl.  18. 

1324.   I32:»;  cL  97,    1399;   odk/.  e/.  13:i6, 

l3:iH;  Rep.  14U4.  1405 

,  -  of,  fiom  America.  42,  43 

Customs  Duties-The  TariO;  934,  936 
Eichequer  Bills,  Foqpry  of.  1 1 17. 1 1 18 ;  Rep. 

1921  ;  cU  5.  1933,  12:0;  cL  6,  1241  ;  ^M. 

cL  1246.  1248 
Financial  SUtement,  u7,  422,  482,  483,  484, 

485.  488,  489,  490 
Fish.  HuUet  on.  838 
Flour.  Bonding,  300 
Income  Ui.   613 ;— .Machiner?,  696,  697;— 

On  Pension*,  64«<;— Her  Miycsty,  669;— 

Cbariuhle  Funds  83H;— Com.  839,  901. 

923,  928.  929,  940.  941.  942.  943,  947,  949. 

995,   1(K)8.  1015,  l(^i2,   1025,   11C«,   1109, 

1117,  niH.  1123.  1174,  1218.  It6f,  1966, 

1262,    126:{;  2od  Rrtolutim,   1270,    1271, 

1279 ;  3rd  Resolution,  1289,  1290 
India,  Aflairi  of,  491 
Jemsalem,  Bishop  of.  1 1 16 
ManufiMrturers,  Tlie— Tlie  Trudt  SjsIcb,  57 
Marriage-U«r,  Leave,  998, 999 
Marnages  (Ireland),  938 
Navy  Estimates,  1 1 18 

,  SUtcofthe.  1067 

Opiam  Setwd  hy  the  ChiDew,  CMiptMatioii 

for.  789, 795,  936 
PoonUv— Gilbert  TnioM,  Caai.  ■wfid  Ibry 

827 
Portendic,  Leases  at,  43 
Revenue  CoaiaiisBioo,937 
Quarantine,  618 
itpain,  InvMioo  of,  63, 66  {—The  Frcsck  Am* 

baMador,  515, 519 
9ude  Duties  937 
TariiT.  TIte,  1290, 1991 
Taies  in  Fureiffn  Cottntn««,  6|2 
Temperance  (Ireland),  1113 
Timber  DuUes,  1112 

ten 
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PER. 

Af HiAciip  <*•  604 
p€tiliomng^  Right  of  9%%  Imcwm$  Tu 
Petty  Seuwm,  c.  Leave,  299 ;  1 R.  605 

Phihps.  Mr.  M. 
Copyright  of  I>esigns.  2R.  6K9 
Corn  Importation,  Com.  H.  9.  1399 
.Manufacturers,  The^Tha  Trvck  WyaHw.  66 
Opium  Seiaeil  by  tha  Chintae,  Conpcn^iiaii 

for,  785 
Seiem  Navigation.  Report,  931 

iV/  Pwrami  Hmrhmr.t.  IR.*  756 

Piers  tee  Drpifard-^Gramiam  Grwutm  nd  ^ 
Piel 

Plumptre,Mr.  J.P. 
Marriage- La V|  LMVt»  299 

I'lumridge,  Captain,  J.  li. 
Consular  Esublifthment,980 
Navy.  Sutc  oT  the,  1070 

FotietB^Rwmi 

Pollock,  Sir.  F.  tu  Attoracy-Gtatral^  TIm 

Ponr-Ijno  Rttunu^  Vm  of  MUckumy,  /.  413 
r^^i^nUkeH  Vmom,  Cos.  Movorf  for, 
807,  [A.  41,  N.  lOA,  M.  erj,  839»  1064 
ate  CAilil  ilardrrt 

PorHmiic,  Lama  «ft  e.  43 

Portupmrn  Ltgwm  tee  At^gh'PoHtigmm 

Powell.  Mr.  C. 
Flanaghan.  Jamea,  De«tb  of,  1077 
Tempemce  (iRkad),  1 1 16 


Duapliite,  c.  660  tee  Sm^9rd  Omi 
Pfvptrty^T^x  tee  It 


Prothcroe,  Mr.  E. 
lacome-Tai,  Cos.  IO08 

Publk  i/ouiri,  c.    1 R.*  6SB ;  3R.  poitpoMNlp 
1403 

ll'orlct,r.  |R*51I|  2R.*664|  R«p.« 

10-J7;  3R.*  1109 

Quaranlimr^  e.  608 

Quarter  Seuitmi  tee 


Qwn'iPHM,cRep.*dOOsaR.«9IO;l.lR* 
1026 


Rm»  RighllloD.Sir  W. 
Seven  NavlfaUoo,  lUfOr^ 


Raihmjf$,  e.  Cos.*  ^M^ 
/)toiJtar-J!Uii6M*— Cl 

7kr— TVm 


—  C 


Gtmih'pta 

•^WorlAeni 


iU«doo»  Colonel  J.  D, 
Af  y  Fni— »■,  177 
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Reading  Cemetery,  c.  IR.*  217  ;  2R.*  584 
Bedbum  Bridge  Boad  see  Glatgcw 

Redington,  Mr.  T.  N. 
Dublin  Royal  Society,  604 

Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 
Inoome-Taxy  Com.  1150, 1 152 

Revenue  Commiition^  c.  759, 937  see  Canton 

Ricaidoy  Mr.  J.  L. 
Inoome-Tax,  659 

Rice,  Mr.  £.  R. 
lDG0iii«*Tax,  Com.  2od  Resolution,  1370, 1271 

Ricbraondy  Duke  of 
AdmtnUty,  Tbe  Ut«,  132, 135 

Ripon,  Earl  of 
Income-Tkx,  749,  752 
Timber,  Duties  on,  837 

Bivert  (Ireland),  c.2R.*  136;  Hep.*  511,  930 

Roads  see  Aberdeenshire — Argyll — Ashky — 
Bletchley  —  Bolton — Burntisland —  CMmbus^ 
tang—  Church  Stretlon  —  Dundalk'^  Ferry^ 
bridge —  Glasgow — Haddingtonshire — Hinck* 
ley— Holywell --  InchUUy  ~  Kirkintolloch'-' 
Leeds  —  Lincoln  —  Maidstone — Market^Harm 
borough — New  Cross — SluE  —  Stirlingshire'^ 
Stourbridge —  Tadcaster —  Wreiham 

Bochester  Roads  see  Maidstone 

Roebuck,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Inoome-Tax,  Com.  1185,1184,  1186 

Bms  and  Cromarty  Court  Houses,  c.  iR.*  837 

Rous,  Hod.  Captain,  H.  J. 
£ltoo,  Mr.,  his  case,  192 
Navy  Estimates,  81 
Public  Houses,  2R.  postponed,  1403 

Royal  Exchange  Avenues  see  London  Bridge 
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